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NYC TRANSIT’S GOALS FOR 2002
NYC Transit has published its goals for
2002. Following is a list of goals and accomplishments that are of interest to our readers:
NEW CAR DELIVERIES: In 1997, NYC Transit
awarded contracts to Bombardier and Kawasaki for the delivery of 1,080 subway cars. In
2001 there were contract options and a
change order for 470 additional R-142 and R142A cars. At the end of 2001, 856 new IRT
cars were delivered. In 1998, the R-143 contract to Kawasaki for the purchase of 100
BMT-IND subway cars with CommunicationBased Train Control capability was awarded.
In 1999, NYC Transit exercised an option to
purchase 112 additional R-143 cars. In 2001,
12 R-143 cars were delivered. NYC Transit
expects to award the R-160 contract for 660
BMT-IND cars during 2002 (it had expected
to award the contract by June, but at press
time the award had not yet been made). In
2002, NYC Transit anticipates delivery of up
to 445 R-142 cars, completing delivery of the
R-142A fleet with 144 cars, and completing
delivery of the R-143 fleet with the arrival of
200 cars.
CAR FLOOR REPAIRS: In 2000, NYC Transit
instituted a program to repair deteriorated car
floors. The original subfloor and top floor are
removed and replaced with prefabricated
subfloor panels and top flooring that is similar
to the floors in the R-142 and R-142A cars.
Scheduled for completion in 2002 are 135 R42 cars and 392 R-32 cars.
SIGNALS: If the Train Operator sees a dark
signal, he or she must treat it as a red signal.
Dark signals are usually the result of burnedout bulbs in signal heads. In 1996, there
were 1,810 dark signals. These incidents
were reduced almost 80% to 256 in 2001
through better managerial controls and more
1

durable and technologically-advanced devices.
NYC Transit has completed the rehabilitation of the IRT and BMT signals, a program
that began in the early 1980s. In 2002, NYC
Transit expects to award a contract to replace the fixed-block signals on the Concourse Line. These signals, which were installed in 1931, have a useful life of 50 years,
which has been exceeded. New signals will
be installed on 19 track miles between 205th
Street and 145th Street. Included in this contract is a new master tower.
A capital project was established in 2000 to
install 800 “key by” timers over a five-year
period. These timers include a 10-second
time delay to prevent Train Operators from
inadvertently bypassing a red signal. In 2002,
NYC Transit is modifying 168 “key by” circuits.
To prevent signal overruns, Tower Operators are directed to use holding lights at stations with home signals at the leaving end.
NEW CORONA SHOP AND CAR W ASH: Corona
Shop is in poor condition. NYC Transit will
build a new shop while keeping the existing
shop in service. A new car washer at a different location will replace the existing car
washer. This new shop will be equipped with
five posted rail tracks, including one for
wheel truing. Environmentally friendly energy
sources, such as photovoltaic panels and
fuel cells, will be installed in the new shop. To
facilitate train rotation for even wear on the
wheels, a new loop track will be built in front
of the shop.
The contract will be awarded by the end of
2002 and the new shop should be in service
by May, 2006.
(To be continued in next issue)
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42ND STREET CROSSTOWN LINE
by Bernard Linder
Owners:

STREET CARS
August 15, 1884
November, 1895
April 13, 1900
January 18, 1908
January 1, 1912
July 7, 1942

42nd Street, Manhattanville & St. Nicholas Avenue Railway Company
Third Avenue Railroad Company
Metropolitan Street Railway Company
Third Avenue Railroad Company
Third Avenue Railway Company
Third Avenue Transit Corporation

November 17, 1946
December 17, 1956
March 23, 1962

Surface Transportation Corporation
Surface Transit, Incorporated
Manhattan & Bronx Surface Transit Operating Authority

BUSES

Route:

STREET CARS
August 15, 1884
1885*
1886*
1887*
November 11, 1900
1902*
1905*
January 24, 1912

Horse cars started operating from Seventh Avenue to probably Tenth Avenue
Cars operated from Grand Central to W. 42nd Street ferry
Extended to E. 42nd Street and First Avenue
Extended via First Avenue to E. 34th Street ferry
Began electric operation
Cut back to E. 42nd Street and First Avenue
Extended to E. 34th Street ferry
Additional branch via Third Avenue, E. 59th Street (eastbound)/E. 60th Street (westbound),
Queensborough Bridge, and Bridge Plaza to Jackson Avenue (Long Island City). There
were four cars with invited guests. The first car left Jackson Avenue at 4:10 PM and arrived at W. 42nd Street ferry at 4:40 PM. Power was supplied from an underground conduit. During the 1940s, the slot between the rails was still visible on the Queensborough
Bridge and in Long Island City
April 6, 1919
Discontinued Long Island City service after 11 PM
August 31, 1919
Discontinued Long Island City service. 68 was the last car
January 17, 1939
Eastbound New York Railways track on W. 42nd Street between 12th and 10th Avenues
agreement
was transferred to Third Avenue Railway. Eastbound 42nd Street, Manhattanville & St.
Nicholas Avenue Railway track became the property of the City of New York
November 17, 1946
Buses replaced street cars
*approximate date from Bullinger’s Monitor Guide

BUSES
November 17, 1946
March 30, 1986

M-106 buses started operating over the same route as the street cars
Renumbered to M-42; additional branch to Javits Center via
(southbound)/12th Avenue (northbound)

11th

Avenue

the windshield next to the front exit door. These signs
were removed by the early 1920s.

SIGNS

Checking the transfers, we find that the 42nd Street
Crosstown and the Queensborough Bridge line were
designated as lines #10 and #11 respectively. These
numbers were never displayed on the street cars. In
1936, a large metal sign with “42nd St. Crosstown” on
the bottom and a large “X” above it was hung on the
dash. In 1941, the large “X” and the route name were
painted on the dash of the cars operated on this line
until abandonment. On the 42nd Street and bridge cars,
an additional metal sign was attached to the panel over

ONE-MAN CARS
Company records indicate that night one-man cars
started operating on May 24, 1925. Although company
records state that front entrance treadle cars were
placed in service on June 19, 1932, we observed them
on May 24, 1932. On July 15, 1932, all cars operating
on the line were equipped with treadles and the Conductor was no longer needed.
(Continued on page 3)
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Starting July, 1939, cars 626-645 were usually in service on Sunday.
We did not check this line regularly after April, 1940.
The following cars were in service in 1945 and probably continued running until the end of rail operation:

(Continued from page 2)

ALTERATIONS TO CARS
Many years ago, Walter Ench informed us that the
400-series box cars purchased from New York Railways
were placed in service on 42nd Street in September,
1924. Their door arrangement was not altered. Front
doors were manually operated sliding doors. Two-part
rear doors folded back against the rear windshield and
remained open when the car was in motion. The steps
were rigid. Because there was no interlock, the Conductor gave the Motorman a bell signal. In 1930, the company started to equip the cars with air-operated fourpart folding doors and movable steps. All cars were
equipped with air doors on December 3, 1931.

CAR ASSIGNMENTS
In 1910, cars 1-99, 782-850, and 1051-1125 were assigned to the 42nd Street company. From 1911-1921,
cars 1051-1125 were assigned. The former New York
Railways cars, probably 401-450, appeared on 42nd
Street in September, 1924.
DATE
401-450

September, 1931

401-450, 495, 497, 498

February, 1932

401-450

November, 1932

401-440

April, 1933

401-417, 965, 966, 995-1005

May, 1933

950-966, 995-1125

August, 1933

943-966, 995-1125

July, 1936

1015-1125

September, 1936

1035-1123

December 30, 1937

851, 856, 902, 903, 915, 931,
938, 1001-1123

1041

1060

1103

856

1043

1064

1104

902

1046

1065

1105

903

1047

1075

1110

915

1051

1085

1115

938

1052

1089

1117

1021

1053

1091

1120

1022

1058

1095

1122

1034

1059

1096

1123

BUS CONVERSION CEREMONIES
Third Avenue Transit officials, the Chairman of the
Board of Transportation, and the Borough President of
Manhattan were present at a luncheon given by Fred
French and Company in Tudor City on the last day of
street car operation. After lunch a bus was christened
“Miss 42nd Street Crosstown” and the group made an
unofficial trip across 42nd Street. Third Avenue’s President expected to ride a 42nd Street bus to Tenth Avenue
and then ride a Tenth Avenue bus. The New York Car
Riders’ Association rode the last street car and jeered at
the first bus at Grand Central.

CARS

July, 1931

851

(Continued on page 4)

QUEENSBOROUGH BRIDGE RAILWAY
By Karl Groh, ERA #627
“leased from” decal on one end near the exit door. They
were equipped with 77-E trucks because the rubber
trucks were considered a waste on bridge trackage.
That is why there were always six pairs of rubber trucks
missing from this fleet. (The car in the Seashore Museum has 77-E trucks.)
These cars were on Steinway Street on the very last
day of rail operation. They provided service on the
bridge until they returned to West Farms in the spring of
1940. The “leased from” decal was painted out.

When I received the June, 2002 Bulletin, I decided to
comment on the Queensborough Bridge Railway article.
In 1939, six of the best ex-Manhattan Bridge 3-Cent
cars were sent to the 65th Street shop for modification.
The chief one was the replacement of the 39-E trucks
with four-motor C-55 trucks to better climb the grades
on the bridge. Cars were renumbered to have them run
consecutively from 531-536. Six-month-old cars 651656 were leased to the Queensborough Bridge Railway
while the above work was being done. They had a small
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42nd Street Crosstown Line
(Continued from page 3)

42nd Street Crosstown

3rd Ave

7th Ave
42nd St

1st Ave

5th Ave

12th Ave

10th Ave

1939-1946

1939-Tracks west of 10th Ave
relocated to center of street

7th Ave

8th Ave

NYR

8&9R

8&9R

A

1st Ave

2nd Ave
2RR

3rd Ave

Lexington Ave

Removed
1936

NYR

NYR
Park Ave
NYH

NYH
Madison Ave

NYR

NYR

A

5th Ave

6th Ave

Broadway
A

A

42nd St

N.Y. Central
R.R.

12th Ave

NYR

9th Ave

10th Ave

11th Ave

1931-1936

Relocated
Oct, 1936

Between Madison Ave and Park Ave there
are two underground conduits for each track.
Conduits cross west of Park Ave.
Key
NYR - New York Railways Corp.
NYH - New York & Harlem Railroad Co. - Out of service 1/31/35
2RR - 2nd Ave Railroad Co. - Out of service 6/25/33
8&9R - 8th and 9th Avenues Railway Co.
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TECH TALK
by Jeffrey Erlitz
The July 18 bid opening date for contract C-34714,
the reconstruction of Corona Yard Inspection Shop, was
postponed a few times (so what else is new?) and at
press time was scheduled for August 27.
Speaking of postponements, the bid opening date for
the Concourse Line signal project (S-32308-R) was also
delayed several weeks and is now scheduled for September 10. I will keep everyone posted on these two
important projects.
By the time you read this, work on contract C-33261,
the restoration of Broadway-Seventh Avenue Line service to South Ferry, will probably be complete. This
work was accomplished in record time and gives you an
idea of just how quickly subway lines were originally
constructed. I surveyed the work site on August 7 and
northbound Track 4 had already been completed and
had, in fact, already been operated over by a dieselpowered work train. Southbound Track 1 was completed later that same week. I also noted that all of the
signals being fed from the Central Instrument Room
south of the Rector Street station (205 CIR) were already on. The new diamond crossover was being
tested, also. A Track Geometry Car operated over both
tracks and (apparently) found them fit for service during
the week of August 11. Surprisingly, all of the signals
were replaced, even those in locations that did not
change. These signals were supplied by Safetran Systems and replaced signals by Union Switch & Signal
(those fed from 205 CIR at Rector Street) and General
Railway Signal (from north of Rector Street to south of
Chambers Street). The GRS signals were not that old,
having been replaced under contract S-32166 in
roughly 1980.
The February, 2000 Bulletin was last time I mentioned contract C-33400, and that was to announce its
award to M.A. Angeliades, Incorporated. This project is
for the rehabilitation of seven stations on the BroadwayJamaica Line. These stations are Hewes Street, Lorimer
Street, Flushing Avenue, Kosciusko Street, Gates Avenue, Halsey Street, and Chauncey Street. Work includes the replacement of the canopies, repair of station
platforms, and structural remediation. New lighting,
communications equipment, windscreens, ADA warning
strips, expansion joints, and full mezzanine rehabilitations are also included. This work is now about 80%
complete and the whole project should wrap up by next
February.
Construction started back on March 29 on the rehabilitation of the yard deck at 240th Street Yard on the IRT
Broadway Line under contract C-34495. This $15.5 million project was awarded to Apple Builders and Renovators, Incorporated. After all of the kick-off meetings,
work actually started on the weekend of May 18-19.

Work involves the rehabilitation of the yard deck and
yard lead structure. Steel supports will be repaired or
replaced, and the entire support structure will be
painted. This last portion will include abatement of the
old, lead-based paint. Beneficial use and substantial
completion are both forecast for September of next
year.
Another project I have not mentioned yet is contract
C-33239, which started back on December 31, 2001.
This job is split into two parts, the structural rehabilitation of the subway tunnel from 125th Street to 168th
Street on the Eighth Avenue Line and the replacement
of the tunnel lighting from 145th Street to 168th Street.
174th Street Yard is also included in the scope of this
project. Originally, this project was going to cover tunnel
rehabilitation work all the way to 207th Street and not
include the tunnel lighting. As sometimes happens,
though, the cost turned out to be higher than anticipated
and the project was scaled back. However, the tunnel
lighting was added to the scope of the project.
Still, these are fairly big-ticket items. The tunnel rehabilitation work is budgeted at $32.3 million and the tunnel lighting is budgeted at $24.5 million. This is also a
fairly long project and is not scheduled to be complete
until June, 2005.
Another project started on December 31 of last year is
the replacement of the yard lighting at Jamaica Yard.
This $6.3 million project (contract E-34583) was
awarded to TAP Electrical and is scheduled to be completed by next June. This project replaces the existing
light towers with light poles. A similar project is also underway at 38th Street Yard in Brooklyn.
CAB Associates has been working steadily on contract A-35817 and is already more than ⅓ of the way
through the project. This is for the rehabilitation of the
Delancey Street/Essex Street transfer complex. The
Delancey Street portion is budgeted at $20.8 million and
the Essex Street portion is budgeted at $20.6 million.
Construction started on December 28, 2000 and is
scheduled to wrap up in February of 2002.
Though the station rehabilitation of 34th Street on the
Broadway-Seventh Avenue Line has been complete for
some time, there is an additional project going on there
now. Contract A-35706-A is for the installation of two
elevators to provide access to the local platforms from
the 33rd Street passageway. This $8.2 million project
started in November of 2000 and should finish up in
June of next year.
Phase I of the massive Times Square rehabilitation
project (A-35762-1) is nearly done. This phase, which
dealt with the Broadway-Seventh Avenue Line platforms
and mezzanines and the BMT mezzanines, came out,
(Continued on page 6)
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PATH AT 40
th

September 1 marked the 40 anniversary of the Port
Authority’s operation of the Hudson & Manhattan Railroad’s “Hudson Tubes.” The last years of private operation, which were spent in bankruptcy, did not provide
capital to upgrade the plant and equipment for the aging
facilities. A combined order by owner Pennsylvania Railroad and the H&M in 1958 saw delivery of fifty cars,
commonly referred to as “K” cars. They were airconditioned, and set a precedent, as there were no
other air-conditioned subway-type cars operating in the
New York area at the time. This proved that it could be
done, and by the late 1960s, all Transit Authority orders
came with this feature. The new agency was named
PATH (Port Authority Trans-Hudson) Corporation.
Once PATH took over, all stations were spruced up,
and plans were developed for a new generation of car –
the PA-1, which began arriving on the property in early
1965. Cars 600-100-601 were speed-tested on the
Long Island Rail Road on March 15, 1965, and the first
trains went into revenue service on April 8. The PA-1
contract called for 110 motorized cab cars (600-709)
and 52 motorized cabless cars (100-151). The following
year, deliveries of the PA-2 contract commenced: 710723 and 152-181. In 1972, with the PA-3 contract (724769), all cars were motorized cabs, and with the arrival
of this group ended the use of the pre-war “Black Cars,”
as they were known. Some went into work train service,
but most were scrapped. Four examples have been
preserved: 256 – National Museum of Transport
(Missouri), 503 – Branford Trolley Museum
(Connecticut), and 510 and 513 – Trolley Museum of
New York (Kingston, NY).
St. Louis Car Company built contracts PA-1 and PA-2,
while the PA-3s were constructed in Canada by
Hawker-Siddeley. To replace the Class “K”s, and provide for service expansion, during 1986-87 Kawasaki
delivered 95 stainless steel PA-4s. It is believed that the
“K”s last ran on April 1, 1989. The PA-1 through PA-3s

received a mid-life overhaul at that time. Work is underway to design the PA-5 car, which will ultimately replace
the PA-1 through PA-3s.
The H&M’s lower Manhattan terminus, Hudson Terminal, was replaced by World Trade Center on July 6,
1971, and due to the terrorist attacks of September 11,
2001, the World Trade Center was destroyed. Plans are
being developed to have a new WTC station in service
by the year 2004. PATH also opened the Hoban Control
Center at Journal Square. On February 2, 1963, a new
token (Atwood-Coffee NY 630-AQ) was introduced, replacing the H&M tokens. In conjunction with implementation of the Aldene Plan (April 30, 1967) the extra fare
charged for Newark riders was eliminated. Over the
years PATH raised fares several times and experimented with other fare collection systems, including a
10-trip ticket (May, 1978). However, the QuickCard ultimately replaced these on June 1, 1990, and it is still
possible to pay cash for a ride.
In October, 1990, the Harrison Maintenance Facility
opened in the New Jersey meadows, largely on the site
of Manhattan Transfer, replacing the original Henderson
Street Shops, which were closed. Realizing that the infrastructure, no matter how well it was built, cannot last
forever, the Port Authority is in the midst of a multimillion dollar capital improvement program to upgrade
all of PATH’s facilities, including a modern signal system
and new rolling stock.
There have been other changes, too numerous for
this short article to list, that have been reported in the
Bulletin over the years. Headlights has also published
many articles about PATH, most recently in the January-February, 1991 and November-December, 1993
issues. The former dealt with a book review of The
Hudson & Manhattan Railroad Revisited by Paul
Carleton, while the latter took a look at PATH on its 30th
birthday.

Tech Talk

the new copper roof.
A station rehabilitation project that I have not mentioned yet is that at DeKalb Avenue on the Brighton/
Fourth Avenue Lines, contract A-35820. This station
was moderately rehabilitated in an early Capital Program but now its getting the full treatment. Construction
started August 1, 2001 and should finish up on or about
October 1, 2002. The joint venture of Slattery Skanska/
Gottlieb is the contractor on this $37.4 million project.
The mezzanine at the south end of the station is currently being worked on. This is the full-time booth. The
mezzanine in the middle of the station, which is not currently in passenger use, is the location for a new Track
Division quarters.

(Continued from page 5)

in my opinion, very nicely. The passageway along the
east side of Seventh Avenue was reopened to the public recently and now includes a second staircase to it
from the northbound IRT platform.
There is less than a year left to completion of the reconstruction of the 72nd Street station on the IRT Broadway Line. Platform floor tile and wall tile installations
continue and painting in the existing part of station has
started. Installations in the new electrical distribution
rooms and the new control building are continuing.
Granite floor tile, brick masonry, and window installations for the new control building are under way, as is

(Continued on page 13)
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Commuter and Transit Notes

by Randy Glucksman

Do not count them out yet! Due to the extreme heat
during the last week of July, FL9ms powered CDOT
trains that run through to Stamford. The reason for this
was that the GP-40PH-2s’ horn units get too close to
the flashover distance from the old overhead catenary,
which has been sagging to an unusually low height.
MTA Long Island Rail Road
There is more to the Hamptons Reserve Service story
(July and August Bulletins). Member Charles Treuhold
emailed that he had gone to Penn Station on May 31 to
check it out. There was no listing on any train board,
and no one at Information or anywhere else had ever
heard of it. After speaking to LIRR headquarters the
following week, he was told that the service had, in fact,
never existed and that the schedule printer had erred in
issuing material that had presumably been considered
at one time but had never been implemented. According
to my sources there had been a plan to lease some Amfleet cars to operate this service, but those plans fell
through, largely due to costs.
A replacement Babylon timetable for June 17September 2, was issued with an *.
Norfolk Southern, through its Thoroughbred Mechanical Services Group, will correct the warranty defects on
the DE-30 and DM-30 locomotives at the Juniata
(former Conrail, Pennsylvania RR) Shops in Altoona,
Pennsylvania. As we reported in the August Bulletin,
the work was supposed to be performed by VMVPaducah, but that company went out of business. The
first repaired units could be running by next month.
Thanks to member Dennis Zaccardi for the news.
NJ Transit
A bottleneck of nearly 37 years was finally cleared,
when work was completed at the new Mill Interlocking
(MP 11.1) on the Main Line west of Passaic on June 29,
eliminating a section of single track. With Tracks 1 and
2 now in service between Mill and Suscon Interlockings,
Paterson Junction was retired. This section of the Main
Line was created after 1966 by combining portions of
the former Newark and Greenwood Lake Branches. As
we reported in the November, 2000 Bulletin, work on
this $22.5 million project was expected to be complete
in June, and it was.
New timetables were issued on August 3, because of
changes to weekend schedules caused by one of the
two North River Tunnels being taken out of service for
repairs and upgrading of safety systems. This caused
SEPTA to revise its R-7 and R-8 schedules for the connections at Trenton.
NJ Transit staff gave a presentation of their capital
program to the MTA’s Metro-North Committee. One of

MTA Metro-North Railroad (East)
In the near future Metro-North plans to conduct hearings to expand its UniTicket program. Because of past
limitations, this service was only available to monthly
ticket purchasers, but with the new ticket vending machines, it is possible to offer weekly and double-ended
tickets (a connecting ride on both ends of the rail trip).
Also under consideration are joint one-way and weekly
connecting tickets with Shore Line East.
Halfway through the year, overall on-time performance
stands at 96.6% (97.1% on the Hudson and Harlem,
and 96% on the New Haven). Metro-North’s goal is
97.2%.
Member Bob Underwood wrote that you never know
what equipment will show up on the Waterbury Line. On
April 27, the train was composed of three de-powered
SPVs and a CDOT GP-40. He has also seen one of the
leased Amtrak F-40s with two “blues” (Metro-North
coaches).
MTA Metro-North Railroad (West)
A contract for two remanufactured F-40PH-2 locomotives was awarded to Motive Power Industries. Each
unit will cost $1,961,876, and will be compatible with
existing locomotives already in service on the West-ofHudson Lines. Delivery is expected next year.
Metro-North is funding certain capital improvements
(to improve the infrastructure and add to capacity) on
NJ Transit that will ultimately benefit west-of-Hudson
riders. A status report issued as of the end of June finds
that PTS installation on the Pascack Valley Line was
completed last November, and ATC is to be installed
beginning the third quarter of this year, with completion
scheduled for the end of 2004. On the Main Line, PTS
is in the design stage (25%) with installation to be complete by the end of 2003. ATC is at 70% completion,
and all work should be done by the end of this year. Design of the passing sidings on the Pascack Valley Line
is expected to be finalized by next Spring, with work
beginning later in the year and completion in 2004. Another project to improve WC Interlocking (Waldwick)
and Ridgewood Junction (WJ) should begin in 2004.
Connecticut Department of Transportation
After the July meeting, I went to Grand Central to
catch my train and stopped by the information booth to
pick up some extra Shore Line East timetables. The
agent handed me some that were colored in yellow. Initially I thought that this was different than the first one I
received. Right away something gave it away that this
was a copy – the strip map on the cover omitted the
station New London, and the person who “added” it
back, spelled it NEW LONDEN, and the yellow was individually applied by a highlighter to each copy.

(Continued on page 8)
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Metro-North acquired a number of their gearboxes, as
they are compatible with its M-1s.
During July the wood floor-to-ceiling barriers in Penn
Station, New York that covered the entrances to NJ
Transit’s new terminal were removed and replaced by
folding aluminum gates.
STV, Incorporated was awarded a design contract for
the second phase of work at Morrisville Yard in Falls
Township, Pennsylvania. Under this phase 12 more
tracks will be added to the initial 12. The project also
adds two 1,200-foot-long raised inspection tracks, a
train washer, a wheel truing facility, employee parking,
and an expanded crew quarters building. When the project is completed in 2006, Morrisville Yard will be able to
store 250 cars, for the Northeast Corridor Line.
A $5.2 million contract has been entered into with Harsco Track Technologies to supply new concrete ties and
the services of a track-laying machine with associated
labor. These ties will be installed on Main Line Tracks 1
and 2 (MP 11.3-17.3), Tracks 1-4 (MP 2.0-2.8). and the
Atlantic City Line (MP 5.8-7.0). Concrete ties have a
50-year life cycle, whereas wood ties last about 32
years. Standard practice requires that about one-quarter
of these ties be replaced every eight years. NJ Transit
reports that this means taking the same track out of service six times in a fifty-year period. A roadbed of concrete ties also cuts maintenance costs because it does
not need as much surfacing, and provides improved
track stability, resistance to track buckling, increased rail
life, and, above all, a smoother ride for passengers.
Montclair State University is the site for a new station
on the Boonton Line with a 1,300-space parking deck in
Little Falls Township. Under an agreement between NJ
Transit and the University, NJ Transit is paying
$1,280,000 for 3.2 acres of land that is required to construct the station. There will be an 800-ft. center island
platform, pedestrian overpass and drop-off area. It is
anticipated that this station will see increased use after
it is completed, because it will be served by Midtown
Direct trains using the Montclair Connection.
Because of NIMBY opposition, NJ Transit will not build
a 950-foot inspection track and a 35-foot high fuel storage facility. Instead, this work will be performed in Hoboken. Local officials had been battling NJ Transit for
two years over this project.
As part of construction for Phase II of HBLRT, I
learned that in early July crews began removing the
West Shore tracks and ties in Weehawken and will continue south to Hoboken. This line has been in service for
about 137 years.
All is not going well with SNJLRT. Construction is
about three months behind schedule, due to the state’s
budget problems, and plans to extend the line to the
State Capital are on hold. On top of this the contractor,
Bechtel, is asking for 30% more funding to complete the
job. According to the contract, DMUs were to be running

Commuter and Transit Notes
(Continued from page 7)

the components is the Pascack Valley Line Sidings Project. The list of original names that was published in the
May, 2000 Bulletin has been revised, and those sidings
that had female names have had them replaced by
names that are standardized on four letters. Only Long
Siding at the southern end of the line was not changed.
Here are the new and former names: SACK (Green
Street), COLE (Allison), GOLF (Susan), VALE (Victoria),
and POND (Andrea).
My commute does not usually take me via Hoboken,
but an opportunity arose and I took advantage of it.
There is lots of activity going on around the Hoboken
Terminal complex, but even before arriving there, other
things are happening. Just after crossing HX Bridge,
construction of the concrete viaduct for the Main Line
Connector, which will bring Pascack Valley and Bergen
County Line trains to Secaucus Transfer, is well underway. When placed in service it will mean the present
Harmon Cove station, which opened in September,
1978, will close.
At West End, the northern pair of tracks leading to the
Bergen Tunnels is out of service while the tunnel is being rebuilt. The truss bridge that spans the former Conrail Croxton Connecting Track appears to be brand new,
and as the train enters and leaves the adjacent tunnel,
you can get glimpses of the work being done. Exiting at
East End, on the northern side, there were some thruspans that had been in rather derelict condition – they
have also been rehabilitated, and the old ramshackle
building with its many broken windows has been demolished and in its place are brand new tracks atop concrete ties. As been previously reported, on September
29 HBLRT will be extended to Hoboken, and I do not
know why, but the end of HBLRT’s platform will leave
passengers approximately 500 feet away from the
bumping blocks in the terminal. Surely some arrangement could have been worked out that would have
brought the tracks to terminate where all of the other
bumper blocks are.
4601, one of the new ALP-46s, was stored on a yard
track in Hoboken.
Rebuilt Comet IIs are returning from overhaul, and
with this program, the 5610-5706 trailers are receiving
new numbers 5300-5396, in a pre-determined order, not
in the order they are returned to service, as was done
when the Comet Is were overhauled in 1986-87. As evidence, I observed 5319, 5328, and 5372, which are ex5629, 5638, and 5682. In order to derive the new number; simply deduct 310 from the original number.
If you have not seen, heard, or read anything about
the 70 Arrow IIs, it is because when no buyer could be
found, the cars were trucked to Port Morris where they
were cut up for scrap, and then trucked to parts unknown. The whole thing was done without any publicity.

(Continued on page 9)
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this point that the ERA’s October 21, 1967 fan trip ran.
Amtrak
There was yet another derailment of an Amtrak train.
This one happened on July 28, when the Capitol Limited (Train #30) went off the tracks near Kensington,
Maryland. 101 of the 161 passengers who were aboard
required some medical attention. There were also 13
crew members on the train. Initial reports by the train’s
engineer of “misshapen track” alluded to the possibility
that the rails had spread because of the heat. The Capitol Limited returned to its schedule on July 31. Member
Steve Erlitz reported that MARC canceled all Brunswick
service for Tuesday morning, as all equipment was
trapped in Washington, D.C. Train #871 had departed
Union Station at 1:45 PM, but had not cleared Kensington. The train was west of Silver Spring and was held
for about an hour just east of the wreck and was turned
back to Washington, D.C. around 3 PM. On August 5, it
was announced that this train would be canceled until
further notice due to the speed restrictions, and the
need to have this equipment available for its later peak
hour trip, which carries far more passengers. Midday
passengers were directed to use the Red Line to Rockville and transfer for buses.
This latest wreck reduced the car fleet, which was already short due to the significant number of out-ofservice cars. An email that was forwarded to me reported that in mid-July at Amtrak’s Beech Grove facility
there were: 55 Superliners (11 sleepers, 11 dining cars,
and 33 coaches), 47 hi-levels, 8 Sightseer/lounges, 7
Trans-dorms, 46 Baggage cars, 36 miscellaneous cars,
plus 93 F40s, 19 Genesis engines, and one Cabbage
unit, all awaiting repairs.
More Acela troubles. The noted Washington Post
transportation reporter Don Phillips wrote that Acela
trainsets have proven so unreliable that Amtrak is considering cutting back on their use, and replacing them
with Metroliners. During July there was an average of
one cancellation or breakdown every day, and the train
has the worst OTP on the Northeast Corridor. Amtrak
President David Gunn has vowed that no more would
be ordered, and in fact, of the 20 sets that were ordered, only 18 have been delivered. Number 19 was not
accepted due to a disagreement over modifications that
were to be made, and the final set is being used as a
parts source. Because the trainsets are only capable of
accommodating 304 passengers, additional coaches,
maybe 2-4 per train, could be forthcoming. The Metroliners that they have been replacing could carry 400
passengers. Gunn has had first-hand experience of a
breakdown when an Acela train he was riding from
Washington, D.C. to BWI Airport failed to get any further
than New Carrollton. Passengers were transferred to
the next regular train. He is willing to work with Bombardier to resolve all of the issues to get the trains rolling.
Some 200 modifications have been made to the train
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by the end of 2002, but that date has been pushed back
to the second quarter of 2003.
Port Authority Trans-Hudson Corporation
What are PATH’s plans for restoring service to Exchange Place and lower Manhattan? According to its
website, it expects to reopen Exchange Place in mid2003 and World Trade Center in 2004. At Exchange
Place, a new crossover is being installed that will allow
trains to turn until World Trade Center reopens. In addition, that station is being lengthened to accommodate
10-car trains.
Passengers will now have a better idea when their
train will be arriving at the station. During July, a new
feature, “PATHtracker,” was added to the bottom of the
PATHVISION screens that are installed in all stations.
Specifically, passengers are informed when the next
train is within three stations of the one where they are
waiting. Messages are color-coded based on the train
route: Newark/33rd Street, Hoboken/33rd Street, or Hoboken/Journal Square. Under PATH’s reduced system
there are 250 monitors in 11 stations. Delays and service interruptions can also be reported on this system.
Port Authority of New York & New Jersey
Amid controversy, the Port Authority released six proposals for redeveloping the site of the former World
Trade Center on July 16. Before a final decision is
reached late this year, there will be more public input.
Each proposal calls for Transit Centers, and a remapping of several streets that were obliterated when
the World Trade Center towers were constructed. One
of the streets planned to make resurgence where it
presently does not exist is Greenwich Street, where
ERA had its headquarters at No. 145 for many years.
On August 12, New York Senators Schumer and Clinton and Governor Pataki announced that the Federal
Emergency Management Agency would allow $4.55
billion in FEMA funds to be used to build a lower Manhattan superstation that would connect PATH and area
subways, including unraveling the spaghetti that is the
Broadway-Nassau/Fulton Street complex. Usually
FEMA funds are allowed to be used only to put something back exactly as it was immediately prior to whatever disaster triggered the funding.
Metropolitan Area
From the moment I saw the headline in the New York
Times Westchester section of July 14, “22 MILES OF
TRAIL, NO MORE GAPS,” I knew that the article was referring to a former railroad right-of-way, the New York Central’s Putnam Division. With the paving of a missing section, actually a ½-mile section between Route 117 in
Pleasantville and Route 9A, the North County Trailway
is now 22 uninterrupted miles. Next is rehabilitation of
one of the bridges over Old Saw Mill Road in Eastview
to begin the 14-mile South County Trailway. It was to

(Continued on page 10)
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since it first started running on December 11, 2000, over
one year late. I had hoped that Amtrak would have ordered the X2000 when it was shopping for its highspeed trainsets. The ride I took on the test train between Philadelphia and New York was one I will always
remember.
Albany-Rensselaer’s new station, which should have
opened ages ago, was supposed to open in June.
Member Bob Kingman reported that, “Amtrak sounds
like they are balking on paying the rental price (no
lease), as they own the current station, hence rent-free.
With all their debt problems, it may be a while before
they agree to move in.”
While the New York State Fair was going on (August
22-September 2), for the first time, three Amtrak trains
in each direction stopped at the Fairgrounds.
Other Transit Systems
Boston, Massachusetts
Amtrak’s contract to operate MBTA commuter service
ends next June 30 and Amtrak will not be bidding to
keep the contract. Although in the August Bulletin we
reported that Amtrak wanted to retain the contract, that
has changed. The T’s new contract has added some
language that Amtrak feels that would put it in violation
of federal laws. Specifically, the operator would be liable
for passenger injury and equipment damage, plus the
cost of utilities. This could put Amtrak in the position of
subsidizing commuter service. An Amtrak spokeswoman reported that of the seven other systems Amtrak
runs nationwide, it is indemnified for liability by local
transportation authorities, “so what the MBTA is asking
for would be a major departure for us.”
On July 20, Phase I of the Silver Line opened. This
“replacement” for the Orange Line elevated line, which
was relocated to the right-of-way used by portions of the
Northeast Corridor and Haverhill/Reading commuter
trains in May, 1987, should have been in service years
ago. A copy of The New York Times article (May 3,
1987) that I have in my collection cited the building of
the 4.7-mile Orange Line replacement subway, at $743
million, as the costliest construction project in the state’s
history. Who knew then that less than a decade later,
Massachusetts would have another costly project, the
“Big Dig,” which would steal away this infamous title.
Instead of a rail replacement service, what riders got is
a bus rapid transit (BRT) line providing service between
the Dudley station and downtown. Initially, 40-foot diesel
buses are being used on the Washington Street Corridor, but they are soon to be replaced by 60-foot articulateds that will be low-floor and fueled by CNG. Thanks
to member Todd Glickman for the reports.
Binghamton, New York
The New York, Susquehanna & Western Railroad
plans to operate a daily passenger train between Bing10

hamton and Syracuse next year using its RDCs. The
funding would come from an appropriation for Southern
Tier rail service. There are sections where major track
improvements will have to be made in order to make the
service viable, especially where 10 mph restrictions exist. The ESPA Express reported that even after the
tracks are upgraded, trains would be limited to 45 mph,
which means that the 80-mile trip would take two hours,
about 30 minutes longer than a bus. There would be
several stops around Syracuse and an intermediate one
in Cortland. Binghamton’s station would be located on
Bevier Street next to a rail yard, one mile north of the
old downtown Erie-Lackawanna station.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
New timetables went into effect on June 10 on Routes
100-102 (Norristown, Media and Sharon Hill), and on
June 16 on the Broad Street Subway and MarketFrankford Line. Thanks to member Gregory Campolo
for the copies of these timetables.
Five extra Broad Street Sports Express trains are being operated for Philadelphia Eagles home games this
year. The trains leave the Fern Rock Transportation
Center every 10 minutes, beginning one hour before
game time, and make stops at Erie, Girard, Race-Vine,
City Hall, Walnut-Locust, and Pattison.
Sussex County, Delaware
You will need to be a scuba diver to find rail activity
here. Member David H. Frazer sent an article from Wilmington’s The News Journal reporting that marine life
is thriving and the EPA has found no increase in contamination since 467 Redbirds were reefed about 19
miles off the coast of Indian River Inlet. Local fisherman
are finding increased numbers of sea bass. Believe it or
not, NYC Transit, which initially had a problem with finding states willing to accept the cars, now finds itself in a
position where it is negotiating with states that opted out
of the program. In fact, NYCT may be able to charge up
to $900 per car! The EPA diver found that most of the
subway cars landed upright, and are spread out about
10 or more yards apart. Some landed in a line where
they almost look like an underwater train.
Baltimore, Maryland
After years of discussion, construction began July 8 to
double-track eight sections (9.4 miles) of presently single-track line. Elimination of these bottlenecks will allow
increases in service and reductions in headways. All of
the work on this $153 million project is scheduled to be
complete by 2006. Below is a listing of where work will
be performed, in order of how it will be done.
• Hamburg Street to Westport (1.2 miles) and
Patapsco Avenue to Harbor Tunnel Thruway (0.7)
• Linthicum to Ferndale (1.6) and Cromwell Station
(0.2)
• Falls Road to Cold Spring Lane (1.9) and Union
Avenue to 29th Street (1.0)
(Continued on page 11)
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•

Warren Road to Timonium (1.4 miles) and Lutherville to Ruxton (1.4)
Washington, D.C. area
In early August, my wife and I had an overnight stay in
Washington, D.C., as we had to be in Delaware the following afternoon. We visited several museums, including the National Building Museum (401 F Street NW)
and viewed its special exhibit, “On Track – Transit and
the American City,” which was very interesting. There
were many photos and artifacts on the history of public
transportation in America’s cities, and how the automobile and suburbanization affected the streetcar. Near the
end there is a map that shows the cities that had streetcar and commuter transportation in 1964, and a map
from today, which also shows the planned systems. As
we all know, there are more streetcar systems now than
existed back then. This exhibit runs through October 27.
Time was allotted to once again complete riding Metrorail, this time the Green Line from Anacostia to Branch
Avenue. We rode in one of the new CAF 5000-series
trains, and the air-conditioning was most welcome as
the temperature was in the 90s. All stations had digital
signs that displayed information on four lines. For example: Green Line/Branch Avenue/6 cars/3 Minutes. This
alternated with a display of the time.
In Union Station, on Track 7, were two Norfolk Southern Office Cars: Pullman 30 (Marco Polo) and 19 (open
platform) (Kentucky). On an adjacent track was Amtrak’s Beech Grove, 10001.
Members may remember that during the summer of
2000, painted fiberglass cows were placed around New
York City. This summer, donkeys and elephants, similarly painted, were displayed in Washington, D.C. Our
last stop before leaving Washington was one that I
make on every visit, to pay my respects at the Vietnam
Veteran’s Memorial (The Wall).
Virginia Railway Express trains also ran at reduced
speeds during the late July, early August heat wave.
Initially trains were ordered to operate no faster than 35
mph, but that was later changed to 45 mph. (Trains normally operate at 70-79 mph.) Heat restrictions are normally applied when there have been several consecutive days of 90-plus degree heat or when temperatures
fluctuate by 40 degrees or more. These restrictions
were in effect between 1 and 9 PM. This policy was expected to remain in effect through the end of this month.
Due to Amtrak changes, VRE issued a new timetable
on August 3. VRE train service was not affected.
Faced with increasing ridership and no place to put
the riders, VRE is hard-pressed to come up with a solution. With five of its ex-METRA cars still stuck at
(bankrupt) Northern Rail Car Corp.’s Wisconsin plant
(April Bulletin), the transit agency is considering leas11

ing cars from an unnamed California operator
(Caltrain?). In ten years, ridership has grown from 825
(one line) to 13,000 on two lines. This Election Day, voters are being asked to approve a half-cent increase in
the sales tax (to 5%) that could provide $5 billion over
the next 20 years for various transportation projects.
VRE anticipates $100 million for 50 bi-level cars. According to the email that I received, all single-level cars
would be “retired” and only bi-level equipment operated.
Tampa, Florida
When the TECO Line opens in October, the eight GOMACO-built cars will be joined by 1923 Birney Safety
Car 163, which was retired by the Tampa Electric Company in 1946. Until 1991 163 resided in Sulphur Springs
where it been used as an apartment and for storage.
Since then volunteers of the Tampa & Ybor City Railway
Society have spent about 20,000 hours restoring the car
to operating condition. Thanks to Dennis Zaccardi for
the article from the St. Petersburg Times.
South Florida
Extension of Tri-Rail service beyond its present Mangonia Park terminus may be in jeopardy after local residents voiced concerns about plans for a new rail storage yard and maintenance facility in Riviera Beach. TriRail wants to spend $39.3 million on this 14-acre site.
Chicago, Illinois
Ground was broken in June for a new METRA station
at Prairie Crossing/Libertyville on the Milwaukee District
North Line from Fox Lake. In addition to a 400-space
parking lot, there will be a 380-foot long platform, a
heated shelter, and temporary station building. In the
future, a permanent building will be erected. One month
later, METRA and local elected officials celebrated the
completion of work on the new Midlothian station on the
Rock Island Line. The 412-foot inbound platform was
lengthened to 862-feet while outbound passengers
have a new 727-foot platform.
Chesterton, Indiana
The South Shore Line issued a new timetable on June
1, featuring a logo to recognize NICTD’s 25th anniversary. Thanks to member Jim Beeler for sending copies.
Dallas, Texas
In answer to my question in the July Bulletin, concerning the longest LRVs in the world, member James
Sparkman checked around and reported that the previous record holder, not including the new 7- and 9section ALRVs, was held by Nantes, France. This occurred about ten years ago when their similarly modified
high-floor/low-floor 3-section cars became 36.4 meters
or 119 feet long. So at least for now, it looks like DART
holds the record.
Silverton, Colorado
Here is an update to the news item that appeared in
the August Bulletin, courtesy of Member Harold Geissenheimer’s Transnet column. The Durango & Silverton,
(Continued on page 12)
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which was not running for 23 days due to the forest fire
situation, returned to service on July 23. The Cumbres
& Toltec did not resume operations due to a dispute with
the commission that owns the line.
Salt Lake City, Utah
My wife and I flew to Salt Lake City in late July. Once
there we picked up a rental car and drove to Moab for
the first part of our trip. En route, there was plenty of
activity on the Union Pacific tracks leading to and from
the Powder River. We also saw several Utah Railway
trains. While in the Moab area we visited and hiked
trails in Arches, Canyonlands, and Capital Reef National
Parks and the Escalante National Monument. On a previous trip we had visited Bryce Canyon and Zion National Parks. We also did a 15-mile rafting trip down the
Colorado River. Before returning to Salt Lake City we
stopped at the Heber Valley Railroad, but that being a
Monday, trains were not operating. Maintenance work
was going on, and the employees readily granted permission to look around and take photos. In the station
two trains ready for their next assignment, each contained one former DL&W (E-L, NJ Transit) commuter
car. They now wear numbers 250 and 270 - their original numbers are unknown. Motive power and other rolling stock are mostly from area railroads. The Heber Valley Railroad operates over a portion of the Denver & Rio
Grande Western’s Heber (Provo Canyon) Branch, which
was abandoned in 1967, and this entity is the latest descendent of operators since 1970.
In Salt Lake City, I rode TRAX’s University and Sandy
Lines and was fortunate to have had the name of a contact supplied by member Andrew Grahl. This enabled
me to visit the maintenance facility, where several employees were working to get Valley Transportation Authority cars 816 and 829 ready for their introduction to
service, possibly around Thanksgiving. TRAX’s fleet is
composed of two groups of Siemens cars, 1001-1023
(SD-100) and 1024-1034 (SD-160). In the near future it
will be augmented by 23 additional cars from VTA. Sacramento will get the other 25. The current timetables are
dated April, 2002; there is seven-day-a-week service.
Between midnight and 5 AM, Utah Railway freight service operates over the trackage south of Ballpark. At
Main and 400 South, where the University Line splits
off, there is a half-grand union, and there is traffic light
preemption in the downtown area (HBLRT take notice).
The maintenance facility is connected to the Sandy Line
by approximately 0.6 mile of non-revenue trackage.
To let you know how customer-oriented TRAX management is, at Sandy I met a TRAX employee whose
job it is to replace soiled seat cushions with clean ones.
He checks every train that arrives during the morning
for seats that need to be cleaned. The seats are covered with fabric, and are really comfortable to sit on.
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There is a comparable assignment during the afternoons and evenings.
Sometimes in the course of traveling to different cities
transportation is in the news, and there was such news
while we were in Salt Lake City. The Salt Lake Tribune
reported that a U.S. Senate committee endorsed a plan
for commuter rail corridor between Ogden and Provo,
allocating $6 million for engineering and environmental
studies. The first phase between Ogden and Salt Lake
City could be running by 2007, once $300 million in
funding is secured. Another news story involved the Salt
Lake City Council approving a deal to purchase a freight
yard for the Union Pacific Railroad so that the Utah
Transit Authority could build this 120-mile commuter line
between Brigham City and Payson. There was some
opposition by elected officials representing residents
who reside in the area of UP’s 900 South rail line, which
has seen increased traffic at all hours of the day and
night. Last year UTA purchased 175 miles of right of
way from UP, and finalizing the transaction required
creation of a yard. About 60 of those miles would be
used for light rail. This story was also reported on (allnews) station KSL, and UTA General Manager John
Inglish was interviewed.
CORRECTION
In the August Bulletin it was reported that the
Messina Bridge would open in 2004, but train service
would not begin until 2012. Member Bob Matten notified
me of the error that work on the bridge hasn't even
started yet, but it was member Subutay Musluoglu who
provided the following details. “According to an article in
the July issue of Railway Gazette International, the
final plan to build the bridge was only just approved.
There is still much design work to be done, and it is anticipated that construction will start in 3 years and that
the bridge could take 5 to 6 years to complete. That
brings us to 2012. The Messina Bridge will be a suspension bridge with an overall length of 5 km. The main
suspended span will be 3300 meters, making it the
world's longest suspension bridge when completed. For
comparison's sake, the current record holder is the Akashi Bridge in Japan, which has a 2000-meter span on a
3.9 km. bridge. The Messina Bridge will be a combined
road/rail bridge, featuring a 61-meter wide deck that will
accommodate 4 railway tracks and 6 road lanes for 3
lanes of traffic in each direction.”
From the History Files
75 years ago: On September 1, 1927, the Rochester,
New York subway began running. It closed on July 1,
1956.
40 years ago: On September 1, 1962, the Port of New
York Authority, as it was called then, took over the rail
operations of the bankrupt Hudson & Manhattan Railroad, referred to as the “Tubes.” The system became
known as PATH. (Please see separate article on page 6
of this issue.)
(Continued on page 13)
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Most readers are probably familiar with the use of “line
letters” on each of our subway lines. These have nothing to do with the letters of the subway routes. These
Line Letter
A
B
BB
C
D
E
F
G
H
J
K
L
M
MM
MV
N
P
Q
R
S
T
V
W
Y
Y
Z

are the letters used in identifying the track numbers (in
the case of the BMT and IND lines) and signal locations. Occasionally, lines have changed their line letter
over the course of time. In the table below you will find
all of the line letters that were ever (?) used on the IRT
lines:

Line
Limits
Astoria
Queensboro Plaza-Ditmars Boulevard
Broadway
N/O Times Square-N/O 96th Street
Broadway (Broadway Bronx)
N/O 96th Street-242nd Street
Flushing (Corona)
Times Square-Main Street
Nostrand Avenue
Nostrand Junction-Flatbush Avenue
Eastern Parkway
Borough Hall-New Lots Avenue
White Plains Road (West Farms) N/O 96th Street-Bronx Park
Bergen Cutoff
143rd St (Third Avenue)-S/O Jackson Avenue
Third Avenue (Webster Avenue) N/O Fordham Road-Gun Hill Road
Jerome Avenue
125th Street-Woodlawn
Clark Street
Borough Hall-Chambers Street
Lexington Avenue
Grand Central-125th Street
Lexington Avenue (Manhattan) Brooklyn Bridge-Borough Hall
Lexington Avenue (Manhattan Brooklyn Bridge-Times Square
Mainline)

Notes
Relettered G after BMT takeover
Originally Queensboro Plaza-Main Street

Relettered T when resignalled in 1956

Includes shuttle

South Ferry Loops
Ninth Avenue
Pelham
Queensborough Bridge
162nd Street Connection
Second Avenue
Third Avenue
Seventh Avenue
White Plains Road
Steinway

S/O Rector Street & S/O Bowling Green-South Ferry
South Ferry-155th Street
125th Street-Pelham Bay Park
N/O 57th Street-Queensboro Plaza
N/O 155th Street (Putnam Bridge)-S/O 167th Street
Chatham Square-129th Street
South Ferry-Bronx Park
Times Square-S/O Rector Street
N/O E. Tremont Avenue-E. 241st Street
Times Square-Queensboro Plaza
Relettered C with new signal system, ca..
1955

Dyre Avenue
Sixth Avenue

E. 180th Street-Dyre Avenue
S/O Rector Street-53rd St (Ninth Avenue)

In addition, at least one source indicates that line ZA
was assigned to the stub end of the Sixth Avenue “L”
from 53rd Street to 59th Street. I will confirm this and get

back to you.
Jeff may be contacted via e-mail at jerlitz@pipeline.com.
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30 years ago: On September 11, 1972, BART’s first
line opened.

News items and comments concerning this column may be
emailed to NYDnewseditor@aol.com.

Around New York’s Transit System

(in millions) is as follows:

(Continued from page 20)

approaching a yellow signal, place the master controller
in “off” or “coast” and start braking so that the train is
proceeding at a reduced rate of speed when passing
the yellow signal. Train Operators must be prepared to
stop at the next signal.
When passing through time signal territory, these rules
do not apply. Train Operators are to be guided in these
locations by the rules covering time signals.
Increased Subway Ridership
Subway ridership has been increasing since 1995
because of MetroCard discounts and free transfers
between the subway and the buses. Last year it was
the highest since 1953. The average weekday ridership
13

YEAR

WEEKDAY
RIDERSHIP

YEAR

WEEKDAY
RIDERSHIP

1995

3.66

1999

4.23

1996

3.68

2000

4.52

1997

3.76

2001

4.58

1998

3.98

2002 (April)

4.68

Subway crime reached a maximum in 1990 with about
18,000 felonies. Crimes decreased from 6,218 in 1997
to 3,756 in 2001. At the present time, subway crime is
the lowest since 1969. A safer subway encourages
people to ride.
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MONTCLAIR CONNECTION UPDATE
by Bruce J. Russell
This month, the long-studied, long-awaited Montclair
Connection will open, bringing with it major improvement to one of NJ Transit's long-neglected routes. September 30 is scheduled to be the start of electrified service on the approximately 5 miles of Boonton Line from
Bay Street, Montclair to Great Notch, a section of Little
Falls. Along with use of electric traction will be the
through running of selected trains directly into Manhattan’s Pennsylvania Station, a crowded facility that will
become even more crowded In 1996, when NJ Transit
launched its Midtown Direct service from Dover and
Gladstone to Manhattan, the promise was made that
eventually similar service would originate from points in
Montclair and Upper Montclair. However, before this
could occur, the Bay Street to Great Notch segment of
the Boonton Line had to be electrified and a connection
made with the existing former Lackawanna Railroad
Montclair Branch, which stub-ended at Bay Street. In
other words, the new service from Great Notch would
involve running over 5 miles of brand new electrification, and then continuing over an existing route that first
saw catenary erected in 1930.
In 1984 the former Lackawanna electrification on the
main line to Dover, and on the branches to Gladstone
and Montclair, was converted from 3,000 volts direct
current to 25,000 volts. This modernization was done
with the notion that the entire former Pennsylvania Railroad Northeast Corridor would similarly he changed
over. It never was. When Midtown Direct began in 1996,
trains originating at Dover and Gladstone ran as far as
Swift Interlocking in Kearny, where they switched onto
the Northeast Corridor for the balance of the journey
into Penn Station. At some point the Northeast Corridor
will have its voltage changed, but with Amtrak’s current
financial woes it is anyone’s guess when this will happen.
The approximately ¼-mile connecting track at Montclair between the stub-ended branch and the ex-Erie
Railroad Boonton Line has been finished for several
months. The only item not installed is the actual switch.
However, the catenary system from Bay Street to Great
Notch is fully completed. It will be fed from the existing
substation at Bay Street, just east of the new station. In
the event a decision is made to extend electrification
beyond Great Notch, another substation will be needed.
The new station at Bay Street is likewise finished. Instead of one central high-level platform, it has two side
ones. It is a substantial structure, and will blend in nicely
with a neighborhood now gentrifying. It occupies the
location of a prior low-level platform that had only one
track, the two tracks coming together just east of it.
On Saturday, July 13 and again on Sunday, July 14,
NJ Transit carried out testing of the new electrification
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from Bay Street to Great Notch to make certain that
everything worked as it should. Advance announcements were given to area newspapers and police departments, warning people that on that weekend trains
would be running over a set of tracks that normally only
witnessed Monday-to-Friday trains. Unfortunately, people do trespass on the tracks and do so with lees caution on weekends when they know trains do no t operate. An article in the Newark Star-Ledger of July 11 described just what would be taking place and why, with
the emphasis being that a much-improved rail commuter service was on the eve of happening.
In order to conduct the tests, two of NJ Transit's new
German-manufactured electric locomotives, class ALP46, were brought to the yard at Great Notch. The locomotives, painted in NJ Transit’s newest color scheme,
have been purchased to augment the fleet of almost 10year-old Swedish-built ALP-44s, which are less powerful and nearing the point of an overhaul. When Midtown
Direct service began in 1996 over the Dover and Gladstone routes, it was thought that one ALP-44 could pull
six-car trains and easily accommodate the crowds. As
things turned out, the success the new direct service
from points on the old Lackawanna to Penn Station was
so great that seven-, then eight-, and finally nine-car
trains became commonplace. These added coaches
have sorely taxed the Swedish imports. Within two
years, even heavier double-deck coaches will be in use,
necessitating more powerful electric engines. Thus NJ
Transit turned to German builders for its newest order of
"juice jacks.” The ALP-46s are rated at 7,000 horsepower. In Germany they have taken over duties from
the famous type 103s, the bulbous-nosed six-wheel
truck locomotive that could be seen at the point of trains
running from Hamburg to Munich and over other important Deutsche Bundesbahn mainlines. The new engines are painted red rather than cream, and have 4rather than 6-wheel trucks.
ALP-46s 4601 and 4605 were brought to Great Notch,
along with a couple of ALP-44s and a nine-car train
made up of Arrow III multiple-unit cars. These are the
three kinds of electric equipment that will be running
over the new route. Hence all three were required for
the weekend test period. The trains pulled and pushed
by the ALP-44s and ALP-46s will operate either into
Penn Station or to Hoboken. The multiple-unit cars will
only go to Hoboken. Over a decade ago NJ Transit
made a decision to rely on electric locomotive-hauled
trains for its Midtown Direct services. Many feel that this
was an error since MUs, with their distributed power,
can accelerate faster and reduce travel tines. On the
other hand, they are more costly to maintain.
(Continued on page 15)
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The electric locomotives and MUs were brought to
Great Notch Yard by being towed by two NJ Transit diesels. This is because the actual track connection at Bay
Street is not yet in place. Great Notch Yard is a new
facility, and consists of three storage tracks plus an inspection track where workers can look under locomotives. Just east of the yard is a new station, built of brick
and pleasing architecturally. It is not a cheap cinder
block affair or an “Amshack” by any nears, Electric
trains running to both Penn Station and Hoboken will
begin and end here.
The majority of the test runs operated on Sunday, July
14. Throughout the day trains, both locomotive-hauled
and MU, ran back and forth between Great Notch and
Bay Street. Many people must have been startled to
hear them blowing for grade crossings on the weekend.
People playing tennis and baseball in parks adjacent to
the tracks stood up and took notice. Several railfan photographers, who knew of the testing, were present, The
trains pulled by the ALP-46s also had an ALP-44 locomotive directly behind, and then nine Comet-type
coaches. NJ Transit engineers and technical people
were everywhere on both days.
When the Montclair Connection opens on September
30, there will be hourly service during the day to Great
Notch, with trains originating at both Hoboken and Manhattan. Passengers will ride in comfort aboard new
Comet V coaches, which are now being delivered. One

of the advantages of the connection will be that residents of Upper Montclair and Great Notch will he able to
reach downtown Newark. Within three years, a light rail
street car will connect the old Lackawanna Station at
Broad Street with Pennsylvania Station on Market
Street. Also, riders will be able to make connections
with other NJ Transit trains at Secaucus Transfer, slated
to open in early 2003. In short, the Montclair Connection is part of NJ Transit's goal of using its existing rail
routes more efficiently and making them more connective. The investment in the Montclair Connection and
the extension of electrification are part of this strategy.
Although no weekend service is planned initially, it
surely will come. However, the old Lackawanna Montclair Branch will witness midday service for the first time
since the 1960s.
The New York & Greenwood Lake Railroad, a private
company, is trying to get support for a rush hour passenger service over the section of the former Erie east
of the connection over which NJ Transit intends to stop
running. The firm has equipment and, if granted a subsidy, could provide a service. As of this date, this situation remains unresolved. Commuters at the three stations that will lose rail service are not pleased.
The testing on the weekend of July 13-14 is a harbinger of good things to come. The Chinese have an old
saying: “May you live in interesting times." Seeing a
German-built express passenger locomotive, costing
$4.7 million and designed to run at over 100 mph, pulling NJ Transit commuter trains at half this speed
through the New Jersey suburbs, is certainly interesting.

SUSQUEHANNA RAILROAD NOTES
After reading Bruce Russell’s article on the Susquehanna Railroad in the June, 2002 Bulletin, member
Robert J. Powers (ERA #663) furnished the following
additional information.
There was no independent New York, Susquehanna &
Western Railroad in the 1930s; the NYS&W was completely integrated into the Erie Railroad from 1900 until
breaking free and reestablishing itself as an independent carrier in 1940, only then adopting its own logo (a
serif S in a circle) and its own colors (maroon and gray),
and painting SUSQUEHANNA in white (silver?) on its
locomotives’ tenders in place of the chrome-yellow Erie
diamond. Cab numbers were repainted to match, although there was no renumbering or reclassifying from

the Erie’s system.
Mr. Powers believes that the rail cars to which Bruce
Russell refers were built by ACF. They came onto the
property along with establishing Susquehanna Transfer,
no earlier than NYS&W’s independence date in 1940.
The rail cars were odd in one respect for railroad equipment: the Engineer sat open to view of the passengers
in a little waist-high cubicle There was a great railfan
seat on the left front. Entry and exit were made in the
center of the cars.
There is no doubt that the RDC was a good piece of
equipment. While the interior was made less Spartan
than, say, the New York Central’s cars, they could be
downright comfortable on a long haul.

R-143 Update

Since GOH they have been on the J/Z, L, and M
routes, commonly mixed with Coney Island-rebuilt R42s and occasionally the M-K variety. This move represents their first post-GOH excursion away from East
New York, and they will probably displace Phase II R32s from Coney Island (N) for Jamaica (E/F) to build
up spare ratios.

(Continued from page 20)

the fleet was concentrated at Jamaica for several years.
They were last assigned to Coney Island (Q) in April,
1989, immediately prior to their contract rebuilding by
Sumitomo Corporation in Elmira Heights, New York.
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REDBIRD UPDATE
by George Chiasson
R-142/R-142As
It got no press coverage or even much notoriety within
NYC Transit, but on July 30, 2002 formerly stored R142s 6451-6455 entered passenger service on 5. This
completed a successful effort to retrieve, modify, and
test as many as 140 cars (6351-6410, 6421-6500) that
had been delivered between mid-2000 and early 2001
but found to be deficient in manufacture. After postdelivery inspections, and even a fleeting glimpse of testing and passenger service for 6431-6445 early on,
many of these cars were stored at various locations
around the system starting in May, 2001. The MTA and
Bombardier then agreed to arrange for their upgrade to
a more reliable configuration. At that point, “production”
deliveries were skipped ahead to cars 6576 and higher.
6501-6565, which required fewer changes than the
lower-numbered cars already in New York, were modified at the production facility in Plattsburgh, and delivered through late 2001 to enter service on 2.
During July, 2001 the first set of delayed cars (64766480) was extensively re-worked at E. 180th Street and
eventually entered service on 2. This was followed by
about one five-car unit per month in August and September, then little progress was made through early
2002 while efforts concentrated on higher-numbered,
pre-modified R-142s. As this process ended and cars
began arriving for assignment to 5, the stored R-142s
were re-evaluated and some earned the moniker
“cobweb cars” due to the undercar effects of storage.
Modifications were required in door, braking, and propulsion systems to prepare for renewed acceptance
testing, as well as repair or replacement of hardware
components and the installation of improved performance software. 6466-6470 and 6431-6435 were ready in
time to join the 2 fleet by early March, then much of
the remainder “blitzed” during April and May to yield 50
cars for the fast-growing 5 fleet by mid-June. Acceptance of the rest of these cars was accomplished over
the following six weeks, and quickly enabled the R-142s
to achieve majority status on 5 in a short period of
time; much more quickly than had been the case on 2.
Through August 8, 2002, Primary R-142s 6571-6575
and Option R-142s 6996-7030 were delivered, as Bombardier resumed direct output from its production line to
NYCT property for the first time in several months. By
the same date, Primary R-142s 6441-6460 and 64866490 were placed in 5 operation, joined by Option R142s 6971-6980 and 6991 7005. Previously noted cars
6951-6960 have remained in service virtually without
interruption for almost two full months, and seem to
have rewarded the perseverance of MTA and Bombardier in developing the cars’ reliability. This is a highly
16

positive sign for the balance of the program, and it now
appears likely that all R-142s should be delivered by the
latter half of 2003. Still missing from the existing sequence are 6801-6815, 6876-6950, 6961-6970, and
6981-6990, which require refinement before they will
depart the production facility. On August 2, a train of 5assigned R-142s was operated on 6 as a “Parkchester
Swinger” for the first time, instead of the usual Redbirds. In what may be a further sign of things to come,
there have been scattered reports of 2- and 5assigned R-142s being used on each other’s lines during rush hours, reminiscent of recent Redbird utility.
After several weeks of service simulations, crew qualification, and maintenance personnel orientation, the use
of R-142As on 4 commenced with cars 7661-7670 on
July 25, 2002. The inaugural trip was not specifically
documented, but was witnessed passing through Borough Hall station on its way to Utica Avenue at precisely
7:08 that morning. (Estimated time from Woodlawn was
6:22). This initial train enjoyed a productive first two
weeks and experienced only one known (minor) malfunction on August 5. The second R-142A train, composed of 7671-7675 and 7681-7685, was placed in 4
service on August 7. Through August 8, 2002, Option R142As 7686-7690 and 7696-7705 were delivered. Unit
7686-7690 had been observed at the Kawasaki plant in
Yonkers on July 13, accompanied by incomplete car
bodies numbered as high as 7715. As of early August, it
appears that actual construction of the R-142A contract
at KRC’s facility in Kobe has been completed and the
balance en route to Yonkers, if not already on hand.
Two additional R-142A trains should be in 4 service by
Labor Day, with a corresponding withdrawal of R-33s
expected soon afterward. The rate of changeover thereafter will depend on continued success as the R-142A
contract concludes and additional cars are imported
from elsewhere. One thing seems certain: the commuting atmosphere around Yankee Stadium this fall will be
interesting for more than just the baseball games.
R-62A changes
On July 26, R-62As 1746-1750 and 1756-1760 were
transferred from 6 to 3/1. Most weekdays, there are
still one or perhaps two trains of R-62As in rush hour
use on 6, but that probably will not last much beyond
the September schedule change, if even that long.
Since 7 was cut to 10-car trains as a summer seasonal
adjustment on August 3, the 10-car R-62A sets remaining have been exclusively arranged as mated 5-car sets
or 10 single units. Elsewhere, we have noted the markedly decreased presence of Livonia-assigned (blue
sticker) R-62As to 3 (Harlem/148th Street-14th Street)
(Continued on page 17)
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since mid-June. Though it remains possible to see one
or two on any given day, many times the entire line is
populated by unitized, red-stickered Broadway cars,
which formally belong to 1. Upon inquiry, we were told
this is because of the proximity of truncated 3 operations to 240th Street Shop, and a corresponding desire
to keep trains used on that route close at hand for inspections. There has also been an increased presence
of 1- and 3-assigned R 62As on 5 in the same time
frame. The norm now seems to be four rush hour train
sets on 5, with one or two on 2. Some days there
may be more; others there may be none. In any event,
the circumstances which lead to the R-62As’ use in
2/5 service (put-ins and lay-ups for 3) was described
last time. In several instances, trains of R-62As have
been sighted running in 2 service with 3 signage.
Redbird Notes, Transfers, and Status
On the night of August 2-3, all 7 trains were cut from
11 to 10 cars and the single R-33s, as has been the
case for several summers previous, were temporarily
removed from service. Most of these have been passing
through 207th Street Shops since May for what might
best be termed a “mini-overhaul,” aimed at insuring the
cars’ mechanical health for the anticipated 18-24
months of revenue service remaining. We never determined exactly what was being done to 9317, 9329, or
9343, but as of early August it appears these have been
retired. The rest of the World’s Fair R-33s should be
returned to operation, as usual, soon after Labor Day.
To revisit some issues from the last Update, the Work
Service career of Main Line R-33s 8818/8819 and
8976/8977 was very brief and the cars soon retired.
More recently, R-33s 8990/8991 have been incorporated into a Revenue Collection train with 0R720 (ex-R22 7337) and 1R720 (ex-R-22 7444), and 9180/9181
assigned to the Concourse Refuse Train with R-127
EP005. The first two pairs of General Electric R-36s
(9642/9643, 9656/9657) were removed from service in
early July and retired permanently. This was reportedly
necessitated by advanced structural deterioration. GEs
9614/9615 were also missing for most of July (believed
to have fire damage), but are now again active on 7.
Some 72 R-33s and 16 R-26/28/29s have been removed from passenger service as R-142s assume duty
on 5. Included among these was the last pair of original GE R-26s (7750-7804 group), cars 7790/7791, on
July 23, 2002 after 42 years of service. Through early
August, 9100- and 9200-series R-33s continued to be
rotated to keep three 10-car trains available for use on
2 in rush hours. As an example, 9210/9211 were removed from 5 service as of July 18 and spent almost
three weeks at 207th Street. After looking like fodder for
the reefing program, they were inspected, reactivated,
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and reassigned to 2 on August 7. Once again, we are
advised that Redbirds on 2 and 5 are regularly intermixed in train consists.
Redbird Retirements & Restorations
Taken out of service through August 8, 2002 were:
R-26: 7780/7781, 7790/7791, 7846/7847 off 5
R-28: 7926/7927 off 5
R-29: 8722/8723, 8746/8747, 8752/8753, 8782/8783
(second time) off 5
R-33: 8806/8807, 8808/8809, 8822/8823, 8824/8825,
8830/8831, 8832/8833, 8860/8861, 8872/8873,
8894/8895, 8896/8897, 8898/8899, 8902/8903,
8908/8909, 8910/8911, 8920/8921, 8926/8927,
8928/8929, 8932/8933, 8934/8935, 8938/8939,
8942/8943, 8950/8951, 8960/8961, 8962/8963,
8986/8987, 8990/8991, 8994/8995, 9012/9013,
9028/9029, 9040/9041, 9044/9045, 9046/9047,
9048/9049, 9076/9077, 9086/9087, 9092/9093,
9112/9113, 9174/9175, 9210/9211 off 5; 9188/9189 off
2
R-33S: 9307-9316, 9318-9320, 9322-9328, 9330-9342,
9344, 9345 off 7 (for Summer)
R-36: 9528/9529, 9656/9657 off 7
Restored to service through August 8, 2002 were:
R-33: 9166/9167, 9200/9201, 9208/9209 on 5;
9170/9171, 9178/9179, 9206/9207, 9210/9211 on 2
Redbird Reefing
The Weeks barge departed 207th Street on July 11
with the first of 100 cars bound for the ocean floor off
the coast of Hilton Head, South Carolina. This part of
the reefing program was accomplished rather quickly to
aid the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources and consisted of two shipments of 50 carbodies
each. In early August, the MTA was able reach agreement with the Commonwealth of Virginia on the future
disposition of additional Redbirds, with Delaware in the
hunt for additional cars to submerge at “Redbird Reef.”
Barged to South Carolina on July 11, 2002 were the
following 50 cars:
R-26: 7820, 7821
R-28: 7906, 7907
R-29: 8690, 8691
R-36: 9356*, 9357*, 9360*, 9361*, 9364, 9365, 9366,
9367, 9378, 9379, 9382, 9383, 9402, 9403, 9404, 9405,
9406, 9407, 9420, 9421, 9426, 9427, 9428, 9429, 9438,
9439, 9444, 9445, 9448, 9449, 9454, 9455, 9456, 9457,
9460, 9461, 9464, 9465, 9470, 9471, 9474, 9475, 9538,
9539
*-Subway Series Commemorative markings
Barged to South Carolina on August 1, 2002 were the
following 50 cars:
R-26: 7842, 7843
R-28: 7888, 7889, 7930, 7931, 7958, 7959
R-29: 8698, 8699, 8744, 8745, 8780, 8781, 8798, 8799
R-33: 8818, 8819, 8870, 8871, 8880, 8881, 8904, 8905,
(Continued on page 19)
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TRACK CONSTRUCTION FORECAST FOR SEPTEMBER, 2002
IN THE NYC TRANSIT SYSTEM
by David Erlitz
Hello, everyone. Sorry I missed last month, but with all
that has been going on in my life lately, I am lucky I got
this month’s article out. And what a month this is going
to be!
On the IRT we have the inevitable opening of the
South Ferry extension and the return of normal service
on the Broadway-Seventh Avenue Line, with the exception of the Cortlandt Street station. As for normal work
on the IRT, we have Atlantic Avenue station rehabilitation, White Plains Road signals, a panel job at Junius
Street, and a chip-out in the Steinway Tunnel.
On the IND we have the usual 42nd Street and 53rd
Street station rehabilitations, a major chip-out on the
northbound track from Bergen Street to Jay Street, a lot
of work for water intrusion in the Jackson Avenue Tunnel (Crosstown Line, under Newtown Creek), diamond
crossover #50 & 52 north of the Broadway-Lafayette
station between Tracks B2 and B4, and the Airtrain is
back for a couple of weekends.
Now for the big one -- the BMT. The major phase of
the Stillwell Avenue station rehabilitation will have Q
and F service out of Stillwell Avenue for 18 months.
Due to this shutdown there are some major service
DATE(S)
8/27 to
9/13
9/14 to
9/16
8/26 to
9/18
9/3 to
9/20
9/9 to
9/13
9/3 to
9/27
9/7 to
9/16
9/3 to
9/13
9/7 to
9/15
9/13 to
9/16
9/10 to
9/20

changes to the “Southern Division,” including making W
the only through service from Stillwell Avenue to Ditmars Boulevard 24 hours a day, 7 days a week and operating local via Fourth Avenue/Montague Street Tunnel/
Broadway nights and weekends. N will operate to Ditmars Boulevard during the weekdays and as a shuttle
to Pacific Street at nights and on weekends. The R
shuttle at night will also terminate at Pacific Street. Also,
there will be a 9-day shutdown of Track 4, which is supposed to be used for Qq put-ins and lay-ups only.
This is to allow the contractor to take down the overpass
that spans most of the structure. While this is working
something that has not been done in years will happen.
All Qq lay-ups will be stored on the structure between
Ocean Parkway and Kings Highway. Also, we will have
the reopening of the Cortlandt Street (BMT) station in
mid-September. Along with all of that are the normal
jobs throughout the BMT: West End signals, Montague
Street Tunnel fire lines, DeKalb Avenue and Newkirk
Avenue station rehabilitations, CBTC equipment testing
on the Jamaica Line, and a reconfiguration of the
switching plant around the Rockaway Parkway area for
CBTC. Now...“On with the show.”

TIME
Nights

LINE(S)
AREA OF WORK
SERVICE ADJUSTMENT(S)
DESCRIPTION OF WORK
7
Track C1 N/E Hunters
7 – single track via Track C2 N/O Hunters
Chip-out
Point Avenue to S/O Grand Point Avenue to N/O Grand Central
Central
Wkend
7/S/ Tracks C1/C2 S/O Times 7 – Terminates at Queensboro Plaza
Concrete pour
Bus Square to S/E Queensboro S – 42nd Street Shuttle operates all weekend
Plaza
Bus – Vernon-Jackson to Queensboro Plaza
Nights
4/5/6 Track MM3 N/O Brooklyn 4/5 – N/B local via Track 4 Brooklyn Bridge to Completion work, Brooklyn Bridge
Bridge to N/E 14th Street
to Grand Central
Grand Central
6 – no effect on service
4
Daily 7 dy/
Track J4 N/O 149th Street- N/B via track M N/O 149th Street to N/O Burn- Rails and plate renewal
wk
Grand Concourse to S/E side Avenue then normal
Burnside Avenue
Daily
1/4/ Track E1 S/O Junius Street 1 – 242nd Street to Utica Avenue
Preparatory work for panel installation
1 sh. to S/O New Lots Avenue 1 sh. – New Lots Avenue to Utica Avenue
4 – Woodlawn to Atlantic Avenue
4
Nights
Track MS N/E Bowling
No effect on service
Remove and deliver escalator
Green to S/E Bowling
equipment
Green
4
Wkend
Track M2 N/E Bowling
S/B single track via Track 3 S/O Wall Street
Chip-out
Nights
Green to N/O Borough Hall to N/O Borough Hall
Nights
2/4/ Track E1 N/E Atlantic Ave- 2/4 Local – S/B express via Track 2 N/O At- Chipping concrete ceiling for
spall and repairs; install steel, elec4Local nue to S/O Eastern Park- lantic Avenue to S/O Franklin Avenue
way
trical, and plumbing work
4 – No effect on service
Wknday
2/5 Track F3 S/O Jackson
25 – N/B via Track M S/O Jackson Avenue to Pull cable and install signals
Avenue to N/E E. 180th
N/O E. 180th Street
Street
Wkend A/C/D/ Track A2 S/O 34th Street to AC – N/B express Canal Street to 145th Street Install track wall tiles
N/O 42nd Street
E
D – N/B local 59th Street to 145th Street
E – N/B express Canal Street to 42nd Street
Nights
F/
Track B2 N/O Bergen
F – 179th Street to Hoyt-Schermerhorn
Chip-out
F sh. Street to N/E Jay Street
F sh. – Avenue X to Hoyt-Schermerhorn
(Continued on page 19)
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DATE(S)
9/14 to
9/16
9/12 to
9/25
9/9 to
9/20
9/2 to
9/23
8/26 to
10/21
9/14 to
9/16

9/8 to
12/31

9/14 to
9/23
9/6 to
9/16
9/10 to
9/13
9/10 to
9/13
9/3 to
10/4
9/02 to
9/13
9/13 to
9/16
9/3 to
12/9

TIME
Wkend
Nights
Nights

LINE(S)
AREA OF WORK
F/
Track B2 N/O Bergen Street
F sh. to N/E Jay Street
D
Track B4 N/O 47th-50th
Streets to S/O 59th Street

SERVICE ADJUSTMENT(S)
DESCRIPTION OF WORK
F – 179th Street to Hoyt-Schermerhorn
Chip-out
F sh. – Avenue X to Hoyt-Schermerhorn
S/B operates to Second Avenue via Sixth Ave- Quality work and water grouting.
nue Line, then N/B via Eighth Avenue Line W.
4th Street to 59th Street
Nights
A/E Track A1 N/O 42nd Street to S/B express from 59th Street/42nd Street to Ca- Painting; install security railing,
N/O 34th Street
nal Street
warning strip, and sound wall
S
7 nights
Track B4 N/E Grand Street to Exclusive use shuttle on Track B3 from Grand Renew switches #50 and 52
per week
S/O W. 4th Street
Street to W. 4th Street
G
7 nights
Track E2 N/O Nassau Ave- N/B single track via Track E1 N/O Nassau Ave- Water intrusion remediation
per week
nue to S/O Court Square
nue to Track E5 N/O 21st Street to Track E2
and normal
Wkend
A/H Tracks F1/F3/F4 S/O Rock- A – All mainline service to Lefferts Boulevard Removal of temporary shields
over track
Bus away Boulevard to N/O B.
H – Far Rockaway to Rockaway Park
90th Street
Bus #1– Howard Beach to Rockaway Boulevard
Bus #2 – Rockaway Boulevard to B. 98th Street
24/7
F/Q/N/ Tracks EB/EC/EE/EF N/E to Q – Brighton Beach to 57th Street-Seventh
Demolish and rebuild tracks
2/3/5/6. Demolish and rebuild
W/F/ S/E Stillwell Avenue
Avenue
RTO building
F – Avenue X to 179th Street
bus/
B-68 bus
N – 86th Street to Ditmars Boulevard/Pacific
Street
W – Stillwell Avenue to Ditmars Boulevard
F bus – Stillwell Avenue to Avenue X
B-68 - extended from W. 5th Street to Stillwell
Avenue
Q
24/7
Track A4/ED S/E to N/E Still- Q – All lay-ups and put-ins will be stored on the Concrete structural replacement
well Avenue
structure between Kings Highway and Ocean of south deck area at Stillwell
Avenue
Parkway
Q
Wkend
Tracks A3/A4 S/O Prospect No effect on service
Overhead deck installation at
Park to N/O Kings Highway
Newkirk Avenue
W
Nights
Tracks G2/GD1/GD2 S/E
N/B single track via Track G1 from S/O Lexing- Installation of fire & discharge
Lexington Avenue to S/O
ton Avenue to S/O Queensboro Plaza
lines
Queensboro Plaza
W
Nights
Tracks B2/R2 N/E Court
N/B via Manhattan Bridge
Removals and installations
Street to N/E Whitehall Street
& S/O Broad Street
L
Nights
Track Q1 N/E Third Avenue S/B single track via Track Q2 N/O Third Avenue Replace manhole doors
to S/O Bedford Avenue
to S/O Bedford Avenue then normal
Daily
J/M Track J3/4 N/O Myrtle Ave- No effect on service
V1 testing for CBTC
nue to N/O Broadway Junction
Wkend
L/Bus Tracks P1/P2 S/O Livonia
L – Eighth Avenue to Broadway Junction
Remove switches #59A/B and
Avenue to S/E Rockaway
Bus – Broadway Junction to Rockaway Park- install new diamond crossover
Parkway
N/O Rockaway Parkway #141A/
way
B & 143 A/B
24/7
J/L Tracks JJ2A/P2/PJ1A/PK1/ J/L – No effect on service
This plan extends to reconstrucPK2/PK3 N/O Atlantic Avenue
tion of the new Track P2 turnto S/O Atlantic Avenue
out. When this plan ends, Track
K1 will become the new Track
P2, Track J2A is returned to
service, Tracks K3 and K4 are
removed from service permanently, and the center and N/B
platforms at Atlantic Avenue are
ABANDONED

Daily = Days, Wkend = Fri to Mon Continuous, Wkndys = Sat/Sun Days
David Erlitz is a Superintendent with MTA New York City Transit and has been interested in trains all his life. He may be contacted via email at tderlitz@juno.com.
8999, 9096, 9097
R-36: 9352, 9353, 9376, 9377, 9388, 9389, 9414, 9415
9546, 9547, 9642, 9643, 9656, 9657

Redbird Update
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8906, 8907, 8966, 8967, 8976, 8977, 8984, 8985, 8998,
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Around New York’s Transit System
R-160 Cars Ordered
On July 31, NYC Transit announced that it would
award a contract for new BMT-IND subway cars to
Alstom, a French railcar builder. The base order is for
660 cars, with two options that can bring the total to as
many as 1,700 cars.
This was a highly-sought contract, with Alstom,
Bombardier, and Kawasaki all hiring lobbyists with
connections to Governor Pataki to woo the MTA. In light
of this, the MTA hired a company called Decision
Strategies to monitor the process to ensure that
everything was done legitimately. Although Decision
Strategies found some issues worthy of discussion, it
determined that the procurement was conducted
properly. The MTA also hired former board member
Stanley Brezenoff (also a former Deputy Mayor and
Commissioner within New York City government), but
he also found nothing major wrong.
The bodies will be built at Alstom’s plant in Brazil, and
finished at the company’s factory in Hornell, New York.
Kawasaki will be hired by Alstom to assist in designing
and producing the cars. The MTA’s press release and a
news item from Reuters stated that Kawasaki will be
building some of the bodies at its Lincoln, Nebraska
plant and finishing them at its Yonkers, New York facility,
but it seems (from Alstom’s press release and other
sources) that this will not be the case.
Under the base order, 10 R-32s (overhauled by

General Electric), all R-38s, all slant R-40s, and 110 R42s (overhauled by Coney Island Shops) are to be
replaced, with 53 cars designated for service increases.
Option I contains enough cars to replace the remaining
R-32s plus increase service further, while Option II is
slated to replace the R-40Ms and the remaining R-42s;
if further service increases are required by the time the
decision about this option is being made, an additional
40 cars can be ordered as part of this option.
Delivery is to start with a pilot train in Spring, 2005 and
continue nine months later, with two four-car or five-car
units (the order features some of each) to be delivered
each week until completion.
Passing Caution Signals
A consultant’s analysis of the existing signal system
reveals deficiencies in the stopping distances and
safety margins at certain locations. To provide additional
emergency braking distances at the locations with the
most deficiencies, NYC Transit is modifying these
signals. But deficiencies will remain for the foreseeable
future. Therefore, Train Operators must adhere strictly
to the following rules:
When passing a fixed signal indicating proceed, be
prepared to stop at the next signal. Train Operators
must adjust the speed of the train so that it will not pass
the next signal if it indicates “stop.”
If the next signal is not visible or red, when
(Continued on page 13)

R-143 UPDATE
By George Chiasson
Right after the last Update was drawn up, the R-143
program hit a plateau of activity, though deliveries continued straight into early August and the halfway point
achieved in that regard. Through August 8, 2002 R143s 8173-8176 and 8189-8196 entered L service for
a total of 88 cars. As of the same date, cars 8197-8220
had arrived on NYCT property, though the latter unit
(8217-8220) was still being assembled at 207th Street
Shops. Cars for the 8213-8216, 8217-8220 and 82298232 sets were observed at Kawasaki’s Yonkers facility
with the 7700-series R-142As on July 13. R-143s 81178124 continue to be used as a test bed for the certification of CBTC equipment and are not in passenger service. They have been making test runs along the middle
iron of the Broadway-Jamaica Line, between Broadway
Junction and Myrtle Ave., on weekdays.
As anticipated, when the R-143 program resumed
activity the first train of R-40M (“Modified”) cars was
transferred from East New York to Coney Island on Au20

gust 8. Involved were 4450-4455, 4458/4459, and
4462/4463 (a single 10-car train), which ran on N and
at least one each on Q and q. On the same date,
4474/4475 was the lowest-numbered pair observed on
J/Z. Other R-40Ms seemed to be gathering numerically on the East New York lines, so additional transfers
are expected to follow shortly. We hope to have more
complete information in the next installment, but in any
case it appears that mismates 4460/4665, composed of
one R-40M and one Morrison-Knudsen R-42 in the aftermath of a 1995 Williamsburg Bridge collision, will
remain at East New York. R-40Ms on J and M appeared briefly on the “Southern Division” last fall after
the World Trade Center attack, when they were used to
cover the Fourth Avenue and Sea Beach routes for the
suspended N and R services. Some R-40Ms originally
ran on N from April, 1969 through March, 1970 before
(Continued on page 15)
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NYC TRANSIT’S GOALS FOR 2002

(CONTINUED FROM SEPTEMBER, 2002 BULLETIN)
Because of the lack of space, we were unable to
publish all of the goals and accomplishments that
are of interest to our readers. The following were
omitted from the previous issue.
STILLWELL TERMINAL RECONSTRUCTION: This
terminal is over 80 years old and has deteriorated badly due to water infiltration. It must
be reconstructed to prevent further deterioration. The entire composite structure, including all four platforms and eight tracks, will be
replaced with an open deck structure. The
station will be ADA accessible. A 300-foot
photovoltaic roof will supply power to the station. At the present time, W is the only line
providing revenue service to this station. This
phase will last for 21 months while Tracks 2
to 6 are demolished and reconstructed. Summaries of the new train schedules are published elsewhere in this issue.
STATION REHABILITATION: The rehabilitation
of the following stations will improve circulation, enhance lighting, improve signage, and
will bring stations to a new 35-year life cycle:
Howard Beach (in support of AirTrain), Marcy
Avenue, Queens Plaza, 74th Street-Roosevelt
Avenue complex, 191st Street, and three
White Plains Road Line stations — E. Tremont Avenue, 174th Street, and Freeman
Street.
ADA elevators will be installed at Marcy
Avenue, Queens Plaza, 74th Street-Roosevelt
Avenue, W. 4th Street, 179th Street, and
Euclid Avenue.
The following projects were nearly completed: Rehabilitation of the 34th Street-Eighth
Avenue, 42nd Street-Sixth Avenue, and 14th
Street-Eighth Avenue stations; Phase I of the
Times Square complex reconstruction; and
1

ADA elevators at 34th Street-Eighth Avenue,
14th Street-Eighth Avenue, and Prospect
Park.
Nearly completed are the rehabilitation of
elevators at 181st Street (IND), Clark Street,
and three Broadway-Seventh Avenue Line
stations — 168th Street, 181st Street, and
191st Street. Replacement of escalators at
Brighton Beach, W. 8th Street, and MyrtleWyckoff is substantially complete.
NEW SUBWAY CONSTRUCTION: In the August,
2002 issue, we reported that funds were approved for a full-length Second Avenue Subway. In 2001, Operations Planning began a
Supplemental Environmental Planning process and Capital Program Management began the Preliminary Engineering effort. In
2002, NYC Transit will complete the Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement
for submission to the Federal Transit Administration. When it is approved, the MTA will
conduct public hearings before the end of
2002. The Final Environmental Impact Statement and the Preliminary Engineering Effort
are scheduled for completion in 2003.
To facilitate West Side development, NYC
Transit may extend 7 from Times Square to
W. 33rd Street between Eleventh and Twelfth
Avenues in the vicinity of the Jacob Javits
Convention Center. A three-track terminal
and up to three stations may be built. In
2002, NYC Transit and the NYC Planning
Commission will select a consultant to prepare Draft and Final Environmental Impact
Statements and develop Preliminary Engineering documents for the preferred subway
extension alternative.
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NEW TRAIN SCHEDULES
operate at frequent intervals, 6:30 to 8:05 AM and 3:55
to 4:51 PM, southbound trains from Queens relay on
Track B1 in the Avenue X station to avoid crossing yard
lead B6. These trains probably operate on the middle
track and bypass Avenue U. We do not know whether
they accept passengers at Avenue X. Sea Beach N
trains have been turned at 86th Street since November
3, 2001.
Because W is the only train providing service to
Coney Island, it operates full-time to Astoria. N, the
least busy “Southern Division” line, provides part-time
service to Manhattan and Astoria. Midnight and weekend N trains are turned at Pacific Street. Hours of operation are as follows:

As David Erlitz mentioned in his column last month,
the Stillwell Avenue station is being rebuilt and several
tracks will be out of service at different times. Checking
the September 8, 2002 BMT-IND schedules, we find
that West End W trains are the only trains operating to
Stillwell Avenue. Brighton Q and q trains terminate at
Brighton Beach, where passengers can transfer to
buses running to Stillwell Avenue. F trains are turned
at Avenue X, where passengers board buses to continue their journeys. During non-rush hours, F trains
relay on southbound Track B1 south of the Avenue X
station and yard lead B6. Put-ins from Coney Island
Yard operating on Track B6 pick up passengers on
northbound Track B2 at Avenue X. When these put-ins

N BROADWAY LOCAL
SERVICE—WEEKDAYS
VIA TUNNEL—LOCAL IN MANHATTAN
Leave 86th Street: 4:46-6:20 AM express in Brooklyn on local track
6:32 AM-6:40 PM express in Brooklyn on express track
6:44-10:29 PM express in Brooklyn on local track
Leave Astoria: 5:45-6:49 AM express in Brooklyn on local track
6:59 AM-7:04 PM express in Brooklyn on express track
7:14-10:57 PM express in Brooklyn on local track

PACIFIC STREET SERVICE

Express 59th Street-Pacific Street; Express Pacific Street-36th Street and express stops on local track 36th Street59th Street
Leave 86th Street
Leave Pacific Street

WEEKDAYS

WEEKENDS

10:47 PM-4:34 AM

10:47 PM (Friday)-4:34 AM (Monday)

12:05-6:17 AM

12:05 AM (Saturday)-6:17 AM (Monday)

ONE-PERSON TRAIN OPERATION
WEEKDAYS

SATURDAYS

SUNDAYS

Leave 86th Street

12:56-4:34 AM

12:56-4:34 AM

12:56-4:36 AM

Leave Pacific Street

1:45-5:25 AM

1:45-5:25 AM

1:45-5:25 AM

R BROADWAY LOCAL
71ST AVENUE SERVICE

Leave 95th Street
st

Leave 71 Avenue

WEEKDAYS

SATURDAYS

SUNDAYS

5:15 AM-10:35 PM

5:23 AM-10:22 PM

5:21 AM-10:22 PM

5:30 AM-10:55 PM

5:28 AM-10:54 PM

5:24 AM-10:55 PM

(Continued on page 3)
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(Continued from page 2)

PACIFIC STREET SERVICE
TRAINS WERE FORMERLY TURNED AT 36TH STREET

LOCAL BETWEEN 95TH STREET AND 36TH STREET; EXPRESS BETWEEN 36TH STREET AND PACIFIC
STREET
WEEKDAYS

FRIDAYS-SATURDAYS

SATURDAYS-SUNDAYS

Leave 95th Street

10:49 PM-5:01 AM

10:49 PM-5:07 AM

10:37 PM-5:07 AM

Leave Pacific Street

11:45 PM-5:41 AM

11:45 PM-5:41 AM

11:41 PM-5:41 AM

WHITEHALL STREET SHORT-TURNS—WEEKDAYS

Leave 71st Avenue: 7:47, 7:59, and 8:17 AM
Leave Whitehall Street: 4:19, 4:37, 4:49, 5:01, and 5:12 PM

CANAL STREET SHORT-TURNS
WEEKDAYS

SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS

st

Leave 71 Avenue

10:19, 10:42, 10:55 PM

10:01, 10:19, 10:41, 10:54 PM

Leave Canal Street

11:25, 11:37 PM

11:13, 11:25, 11:37 PM

SOUTHBOUND PUT-INS
WEEKDAYS

SATURDAYS

SUNDAYS

th

5:46 AM

5:41 AM

5:43 AM

th

6:14 AM

6:11 AM

6:11 AM

Leave 57 Street-Seventh Avenue
Leave 59 Street-Fourth Avenue

W BROADWAY EXPRESS
WEEKDAYS
Leave Coney Island: 10:42 PM-4:50 AM LB-VT-LM
5:07-5:41 AM LB-VB-XM
5:53 AM-10:23 PM XB-VB-XM
10:37 PM LB-VB-XM
Leave Astoria: 11:18 PM-5:09 AM LM-VT-LB
5:24, 5:38 AM XM-VB-LB
5:52 AM-10:27 PM XM-VB-XB
10:37-11:10 PM XM-VB-LB

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY
All trains LB-VT-LM
Key:
LB—Local in Brooklyn (stop at DeKalb Avenue)
XB—Express in Brooklyn (bypass DeKalb Avenue)
VB—Via bridge
VT—Via tunnel
LM—Local in Manhattan
XM—Express in Manhattan south of 34th Street

57TH STREET RUSH HOUR LAYUPS AND PUT-INS

Leave Coney Island: 7:46, 8:12 AM
Leave 57th Street: 5:31, 5:45 PM
(Continued on page 4)
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HEADWAY CHANGES
DATE

SATURDAY EVENING

SUNDAY EVENING

May 13, 2002

8, 20

8, 10, 20

September 9, 2002

12, 15

12, 15, 20

bush Avenue. This train returned as a % train to 238th
Street. At the present time, this train relays at New Lots
Avenue and returns as a 2 train to 238th Street.
Comparing the morning and evening rush hour requirements, we find that there is one train less on 5
and one more train on 6 in the PM rush. Under the
previous schedule, one 5 train from Bowling Green
was laid up at 59th Street after the AM rush. It made
several round trips to Parkchester on 6 in the evening
rush, after which it operated light to Bowling Green and
returned as a 5 train to Dyre Avenue. At the present
time, one 5 train is laid up at E. 180th Street instead of
59th Street and there is an additional PM 6 put-in from
Parkchester.
3 trains were lengthened from 9 to 10 cars in late
2001, and this continues.

One-Person Train Operation is in effect on the M
shuttle on weekends from 2:03 AM Saturday to 1:43 AM
Monday leaving Metropolitan Avenue. R-143s borrowed
from L will be operated in this service.
At the end of the morning rush, 4 A trains are laid up
at 168th Street. In the evening rush, these trains, which
are put in service at 168th Street, operate light to 59th
Street and carry passengers to Rockaway Park.
The new IRT schedules that went into effect on September 15, 2002 are nearly the same as the preSeptember 11, 2001 schedules.
Because the maps and the illuminated station indicators on the R-142 and R-142A cars cannot be changed
readily, the cars must remain on the line to which they
are assigned, and interlining was discontinued.
At the height of the morning rush, one 2 train was
diverted to Utica Avenue to relieve congestion at Flat-

IRT CAR ASSIGNMENT
CARS REQUIRED SEPTEMBER 15, 2002
LINE

AM RUSH

1/9 320 R-62A

PM RUSH

LINE

AM RUSH

PM RUSH

300 R-62A

5

170 R-33, 20 R-62A,
140 R-142

160 R-33, 20 R-62A,
140 R-142

2

310 R-142

300 R-142

6

370 R-142A

380 R-142A

3

240 R-62A

230 R-62A

7

22 R-33S, 220 R-36,
99 R-62A

22 R-33S, 220 R-36, 99
R-62A

4

50 R-33, 260 R-62, 30
R-142A

50 R-33, 260 R-62, 30
R-142A

S

10 R-62A

10 R-62A

BMT-IND CAR ASSIGNMENT
Effective September 8, 2002

The following are different from the assignments published in the January and June, 2002 Bulletins:
LINE
C

CARS REQUIRED—
AM RUSH
104 R-32, 40 R-38

J/Z 56 R-40M, 96 R-42

CARS REQUIRED—
PM RUSH

LINE

CARS REQUIRED—
AM RUSH

CARS REQUIRED—
PM RUSH

96 R-32, 40 R-38

L

88 R-42, 80 R-143

88 R-42, 80 R-143

56 R-40M, 96 R-42

N

50 R-32, 110 slant R40, 10 R-40M, 24 R68

50 R-32, 100 slant R40, 10 R-40M, 24 R-68
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TECH TALK
by Jeffrey Erlitz
ditional-looking overlay on the 38th Street Yard master
control panel for Sixth Avenue Interlocking.
Two, all-new indication panels were supplied for the
Seventh Avenue Line south of Chambers Street. Mauell
built the maintainer’s indication panel located in 174
CIR (central instrument room), which is located between Tracks 1 and 4 (and above Tracks 2 and 3) south
of the Chambers Street station. I believe (and this
needs to be confirmed) that the maintainer’s indication
panel in 205 CIR south of Rector Street was supplied by
Safetran Systems. If so, this will be only the third time
Safetran has supplied a control or indication panel to
NYC Transit. The other two were the control panel at
239th Street Yard for the yard expansion and the control
panel at Unionport Yard. I do not know the status of the
maintainer’s indication panel that was in 184 CIR at
Cortlandt Street station. If it wasn’t destroyed, and it
may not have been, it should been returned to the Signal Shop at 215th Street.
Just before South Ferry reopened, two of the automatic signals on Loop Track A north of the station had
15 MPH two-shot grade timing added to them. Together
with this, automatic signal 2104/V on Track 1 south of
Rector Street had its station timing removed. This was
done on August 28 and 29. The following day, August
30, saw the removal of station timing from automatic
signal 211/M on Track 3 south of Wall Street on the IRT
Lexington Avenue Line.
Between August 19 and 21, three more signals were
removed from Track J3 at Canal Street station on the
Nassau Street Line. These signals were the first automatic signal entering the station, the home signal and
the reverse marker signal protecting the switch at the
physical north end of the station. This is all part of the
reconfiguration of the Nassau Street Line, contract C34572-R.
Construction started back on March 13 on contract C33173, the replacement of circuit breaker houses and
positive and negative cables in East New York Yard.
Action Electrical is the contractor on this $19.3 million
project that is scheduled to be substantially complete by
June, 2004.
Jeff may be contacted via e-mail at jerlitz@pipeline.com.

We start off this month with a quick correction regarding last month’s table of IRT line letters. I had stated
that line BB was for “Broadway Bronx.” I am not quite
sure exactly where I have seen reference to this name
but I was reminded by reader Lew Hitch that BB stands
for “Broadway Boulevard.”
And now, another correction, this time caught by yours
truly. Last month, I noted that the signals on the Seventh Avenue Line from south of Chambers Street to
north of Rector Street were previously supplied by General Railway Signal. I should have known better. They
were supplied by the Union Switch & Signal Division of
WABCO, just like the Clark Street Line, since they were
done under the same contract, S-32166.
I have not forgotten about that locomotive roster I
promised a few months ago. I am still in the process of
collecting serial numbers and builder’s dates.
In new contract news, bids were opened back on August 27 for the new Corona Maintenance Shop, contract
C-34714. The bid opening date for the resignalling of
the IND Concourse Line, S-32308-R, was delayed another week and finally happened on September 19.
However, only one bid was submitted for this very important project. It remains to be seen whether this project is re-advertised or not.
In preparation for the resumption of train service to
South Ferry, various control and indication panels had
to be modified to reflect the changed track and signal
arrangement from south of Rector Street to south of
Chambers Street. The auxiliary control panel at Bowling
Green was modified over the weekend of June 18-19.
On June 19-20, the dispatcher’s indication panel and
the maintainer’s control panel at Chambers Street were
modified. Over the weekend of July 26-29, the master
control panel at Nevins Street was modified. This work
was done by Mauell. I saw the work that was done at
Bowling Green. Though Mauell is known for its mosaic
tile control panels, the overlay at Bowling Green was
done in standard, black phenolic material, which closely
matches the original face plate of this control panel.
This was not the first time Mauell supplied a standardlooking overlay on an existing control panel. When the
Sea Beach Line was resignalled, Mauell installed a tra-

Another example of Mauell’s work —
111th Street Trouble Indication Panel on
the Flushing Line.
Jeffrey Erlitz photograph

5

NEW YORK
YORK DIVISION
DIVISION BULLETIN
BULLETIN - OCTOBER,
NEW
OCTOBER, 2000
2002

PROPOSED NARROWS TUNNEL THAT WAS NEVER BUILT
nel was passed by the State Legislature, approved by
Mayor Hylan, and signed by the Governor on May 13,
1921. Construction of the Brooklyn and Staten Island
shafts was completed in 1925, two years after Mayor
Hylan broke ground. At that time the Legislature passed
the Nicoli-Hofstadter Act, which was signed by the Governor. This law limited the use of the tunnel to passenger trains. City officials were very unhappy with this law,
but they decided to build a tunnel large enough to accommodate freight trains. The city advertised for contractors to build the tunnel. But on May 8, 1925, the day
for opening the bids, there were none, and work
stopped. Because the law prohibited freight, the tunnel
would have been unprofitable. Unfortunately,
$4,278,309.93 was wasted on this project.
The Brooklyn shaft is located at the foot of 68th Street
between Shore Road and the Belt Parkway. Steve Krokowski informs us that the tunnel extends under Owl’s
Head Park and dead ends just past Senator Street. The
Staten Island shaft, known as the South Street shaft, is
located between the inbound and outbound Manhattan
ferry lanes (near the toll booths) at the St. George Ferry
Terminal on Staten Island. This shaft was filled in when
the Staten Island Ferry terminal was rebuilt after World
War II. A grass plot and a few trees mark the spot.
A 1940 map shows a proposed vehicular tunnel with a
portal at Bay Ridge Parkway and Fourth Avenue. The
Verrazano Narrows Bridge linking Brooklyn and Staten
Island was opened to vehicular traffic in 1964. There is
no rail link between the two boroughs and it will not be
built in the foreseeable future.

When the Staten Island Rapid Transit was electrified
in 1925, the cars were built to exactly the same size as
the BMT’s B-Types. Therefore, everybody assumed that
the cars would eventually run through the proposed
Narrows tunnel and the BMT Fourth Avenue Subway.
Member Steve Krokowski, ERA #5108, sent us an article from the November 27, 1964 Home Reporter and
Sunset News proving that we were wrong.
When the city started building the Narrows tunnel in
1923, it was not intended to be a subway tunnel. It was
to be a railroad tunnel, large enough to accommodate
passenger and freight trains. The tubes would have
been 24 feet in external diameter, much larger than subway tunnels, whose external diameter is 18 feet.
The new line would have branched off from the Long
Island’s Bay Ridge Division near Fifth Avenue, Bay
Ridge, where it would have entered the Narrows tunnel.
After passing under St. George, trains would have
passed through the portal near Forest Avenue and
Clove Road. A new railroad would have been built to
connect with the SIRT at Arlington.
This tunnel would have linked the railroads west of the
Hudson River with the railroads east of the river. Passenger stations were planned and separate subway
tunnels would have been built in passenger traffic increased. But it was not intended to connect this tunnel
to the BMT Fourth Avenue Subway.
On Saturday afternoon, April 14, 1923, Mayor John F.
Hylan used a silver pick to loosen the dirt and start excavating the Narrows tunnel.
A bill mandating that New York City construct this tun-

R-143 UPDATE
By George Chiasson
4475 on August 22, and it was likely another eight cars
would follow by late September. As the R-40Ms began
arriving at Coney Island, Phase II R-32s 3920/3921,
3926/3927, 3940/3941, and 3946-3949 went to Jamaica
(E, F, sometimes R) on August 11, being joined by
3564/3565, 3570/3571, 3580/3581, 3582/3583, and
3596/3597 on September 15. In the near future, the first
10-car set of Phase I R-32s should then be handed off
from Jamaica to Pitkin (A/C), and the process should
continue until fleet sizes at most barns are enlarged
slightly.

Through September 14, 2002 R-143s 8197-8204 entered L service, for a total of 96 cars. As of the same
date, cars 8221-8228 had arrived on NYCT property,
while cars as high as 8260 were observed at Kawasaki’s Yonkers plant. R-143s 8205-8212 were at Pitkin
undergoing a Siemens propulsion test, while 8213-8220
were expected to be in service within the week. 82218228 were also in the final stages of testing.
In response to R-143 fleet growth, R-40Ms 44504459, 4462-4465, and 4468/4469 (16 cars) went from
East New York (J/Z, L, M) to Coney Island (N) on
August 8. These were followed by 4466/4467 and 44706
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Commuter and Transit Notes

by Randy Glucksman

Branch. If it happens that way, it might be a coincidence, for that is also the line that LIRR President
Kenneth Bauer rides. For the record, the following cars
were observed: 7001-02 and 7009-16; the other six cars
were being used for crew training.
Schedule cards were issued titled “St. Albans/IntraIsland/Van Service,” for June 17 thru September 2. This
replacement service was in effect while work was being
performed on this portion of the Montauk Branch. Because the Long Island changed its schedules during the
time that the U.S. (Tennis) Open was being played in
Flushing Meadows, for the first time two timetables
were issued - August 24-September 2 and September
3-8.
On September 3, new timetables went into effect for
the entire railroad under General Order No. 203, restoring trains that were removed due to this summer’s track
program. They will remain in effect until November 17
except for the Port Jefferson Branch, which got another
timetable on September 30. There were also timetables
for Shea Stadium (September 3-29) and the Fall Meet
at Belmont Park (September 6-October 20). During middays and overnights, work will be performed on the
Mineola Boulevard Bridge, requiring that one of the two
main tracks be taken out of service. Adjustments were
made to trains operating on the Port Jefferson, Ronkonkoma, Oyster Bay, Babylon, and Montauk Branches.
Grade crossing improvements and tie replacement are
being done between Patchogue and Speonk on the
Montauk Branch will require some busing. Beginning
October 5 and continuing through November 17, the
Port Jefferson Branch will have signal and track work
performed between Kings Park and Port Jefferson and
special schedules will be issued. Station rehabilitation
work continues at St. Albans and Rosedale.
NY Waterway began a new service using two of their
new high-speed ferries from Hunters Point to Pier 11
(Wall St.) and a regular ferry to 34th Street on September 3. No fares were charged for the first week, but
there after, the one-way fare is $3 to midtown and $5 to
Pier 11. Monthly fares are $150 (Pier 11) and $80 (34th
Street). A 15-minute headway operates from 6-10 AM
and 3-7 PM, and a 30-minute headway middays. Shuttle buses will be used to transfer passengers from the
Hunters Point Avenue and Vernon-Jackson stations.
Member Dennis Zaccardi reported that Florida’s Seminole Gulf Railroad in Fort Myers has acquired a number
of former Long Island Rail Road coaches. On their website, community.webshots.com/album/32342987iPMvdP,
there are views taken in the railroad’s yard of several of
these coaches, and what appears to be 2712 (the last

MTA Metro-North Railroad (East)
At the end of August, Bombardier received an order
for 180 M-7 cars, this time from Metro-North. When they
are delivered starting in 2004, they should replace the
1971-1973 Budd/GE-built M-1As (8200-8279). Thirtyfour M-7s were previously ordered.
Ridership statistics for the Shore Line East trains,
which have been extended to Stamford, have revealed
that most of the riders are boarding the trains at New
Haven, and not east of the station. This points out the
fact that additional service west of New Haven was
needed, and that passengers desire more intraConnecticut service. SLE’s trains are carrying about
600 riders per day. State transportation officials are anticipating that ridership east of New Haven will pick up
later this year when construction on the Q-Bridge begins to impact vehicular traffic. Funding of these trains
will expire this winter, and a recommendation as to
whether to continue it will be made this fall. Metro-North
tickets are honored on these trains.
Connecticut was not exempt from the 90o- plus temperatures that affected the East Coast; speed restrictions were in effect. Member Bob Underwood wrote that
on August 13 a 70 mph maximum was in effect between
New Haven and Port Chester, but then at 3 PM, that
was changed to 80 mph. There were also spotty disruptions of the SLE service to Stamford during the last
week of July through August 5. Bob also picked up a
seat notice which advised riders that due to conflicts
with Acela Express trains, the arrival times for Train
#3636, 3640, and 3691 (erroneously listed as 3693) are
all five minutes later.
New timetables are to be issued on October 27. Details next issue.
MTA Long Island Rail Road
A friend had an opportunity (as part of a group) to inspect the M-7 cars at the Hillside Facility and was very
impressed with the appearance of the car interiors –
especially their blue and teal color scheme. Digital signs
to provide information and announcements will be made
using GPS. All seating is from the ends of the cars toward the center, where the seats will require those passengers to face each other. The cars have 3-2 seating,
but the seats are very comfortable. Train Engineers
have a full-width cab. When that end of the car is not
used as an operating cab, the cab can be closed off,
and there are two seats, which face forward to the
“railfan” window, but all you will see is the end of the car
in front. Passengers enter the cars via a double-width
single door, similar to the bi-level cars. As of the end of
August, it was expected that the first train would enter
service in mid-October, possibly on the Long Beach
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destined to/from Hoboken are 200-series, rather than
100-series. A monthly commuter ticket between Montclair Heights (Zone 6) and Hoboken costs $111 – New
York, $137.
New timetables were issued as of September 7 for the
Northeast Corridor and North Jersey Coast Lines. Four
trains were added: #3808 (4:48 AM, Trenton), 3790
(8:94 AM, Edison), 3983 (808 PM, NYP), and 3985
(8:43 PM, NYP), and most are expresses making limited
stops. Because of these additions to the schedule,
some other trains had their times and stopping patterns
adjusted. The first weekday Princeton Shuttle also begins running 20 minutes earlier. There is also a new
early Sunday morning train, #7802, which departs from
Trenton at 12:02 AM, making limited stops with an arrival at NYP at 1:19 AM. On the North Jersey Coast Line,
some of the extra summer shuttles were eliminated, and
new shuttles were added.
Do not look for passenger trains to running on the
Susquehanna anytime soon. NJ Transit has classified
the $100 million project to restore passenger service to
22 miles of the Susquehanna between Sparta and Hoboken as “inactive.” This decision was reached after the
loss of $17 million in federal funding and the potential to
lose the other $30 million that had been allocated for
the project. Talks between NJ Transit and the Delaware
& Otsego Corporation have been unsuccessful as far as
making a deal to buy or lease that portion of the line.
Bob Underwood wrote about a trip that he took aboard
a North Jersey Coast Line train, not one of the Pony
Express trains that terminate at Monmouth Park. Passengers detrain from the head three cars onto the
gravel platform or grade crossing. Patronage was light,
but when the Pony Express arrived, passengers “just
poured off.” Bob then rode to Belmar, and on the
northbound trip got off at Hazlet to take some photos.
He found a just-opened 5-car high-level platform (which
may be extended) and lots of construction on the Track
2 side, also, the parking lot is being re-paved.
September 29, besides being the date that HBLRT
service began to Hoboken, was also the day selected
for this year’s Try Transit Festival. As I had other commitments that prevented me from attending, I will need
reports from members to include a mention in the next
issue.
One of our sharp-eyed readers corrected that the Main
Line (September Bulletin) was made up of parts of the
former Erie Newark and Lackawanna Boonton
Branches.
HBLRT’s fleet has been reduced again, with the transfer of 2019 to the Newark City Subway. 2019, which left
the Communipaw facility atop a flatbed on August 14,
will presumably become 118. In April, LRV 2001 was
transferred to the NCS as its 117. The move of both
cars is permanent, and they will be replaced by two cars
from the next order.
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digit is partly erased).
NJ Transit
Although the Montclair Connection did not officially
begin running until September 30, trains began running
over the new route as of September 23, so that became
the last day that Boonton Line trains stopped at Benson
Street, Rowe Street, and Arlington. Look for a report in
the next issue. During the weeks leading to the switchover, NJ Transit personnel were on hand at Boonton
Line stations to answer questions and offer transportation alternatives. Shuttle bus service was initiated to
transfer passengers during the morning and afternoon
peak periods from the soon-to-be-abandoned stations:
between Benson Street and Glen Ridge and between
Rowe Street and Bloomfield Avenue, connecting with
Montclair Branch trains, and between Arlington and
Kingsland on the Main Line. Arrangements were made
to cross-honor September monthly passes on other bus
lines.
As was previously reported, the New York & Greenwood Lake Railway (NY&GL) would like to operate a
replacement train service on the lower end of the Boonton Line into Hoboken, and has gone public with its proposal. NJ Transit then issued a Customer Notice in
which it advised passengers that any representations
made by the NY&GL “were not true and inappropriate.”
They cited a number of reasons, including “the failure of
NY&GL to obtain appropriate approvals from the Federal Railway Administration or authority to operate along
the line, which is owned by Norfolk Southern. They have
also not provided the necessary documentation needed
by NJ Transit such as an overall business plan, proper
insurance information, financial documentation and a
service plan.” Then, on September 13, it was announced that NJ Transit would cooperate with NY&GL
to formulate the required plans. NY&GL also had discussions with Metro-North to lease some ex-Virginia
Railway Express “Boise Budds.” No word was forthcoming on what HEP-equipped motor power would be used,
but it would be interesting if it were one of the former
Amtrak (NH, PC) FL-9s that were recently acquired by
the Morristown & Erie Railway or perhaps U-34CH
4172, in the United Railways Historical Society.
The week prior to the implementation of through train
service, three PM Montclair trains, #113, 123, and 125,
were canceled and combined with Boonton Line trains
operating within a few minutes of those trains. Also canceled were the inbound trains, #112, 122, and 124. In
order to prepare riders for the new service, (brown)
timetables labeled Montclair-Boonton Line were available on Friday, September 13. There are 19 trips each
way between Montclair Heights and New York Penn
each weekday. There is no weekend service yet. Trains
in this service carry 6200-series numbers, while trains

(Continued on page 9)
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The manufacturers, Bombardier and Alstom, came up
with a temporary fix. Those trainsets without the problem were returned to service the next day, but then
were withdrawn when additional cracks were found. My
son Marc, while riding a 7 train over Sunnyside Yard
on August 15, observed an Amtrak train with several
SEPTA Bombardier trailers, including 2523 and 2525,
tacked onto the end of a group of Amfleet cars. During
the ensuing weeks, the count of available Acela trainsets, if viewed on a graph, would fluctuate like the stock
market tables, going up and down. In its own defense,
Bombardier
issued
a
press
release
(www.bombardier.com) describing the problems with the
trainsets, which it attributed to Amtrak.
Within days of the discovery of problems with the Acelas, all 15 HHP locomotives were also pulled from service for the same reasons. Ironically, all of the Long Island Rail Road’s DE and DM locomotives suffered from
the same problem (August, 2001 Bulletin). Harold
Geissenheimer, in his Transnet column, reported that
NJ Transit and MARC leased two ALP-44s/AEM-7s,
respectively to Amtrak. NJ-ARP (August Newsletter
Report) reported that recently delivered ALP-46s filled
in for the ALP-44s on the Gladstone Branch.
Driving on the New Jersey Turnpike on August 29, I
saw Amtrak Clocker #629, with a mixture of Amfleet and
Heritage coaches.
There is some positive Amtrak news to report, and it
comes from its newest train. Ridership on the Downeaster has exceeded projections, and as of the end of
July, the train was within $280,000 of attaining its goal
for the first year, and there were still 3½ months to go. If
this trend continues, the Downeaster will surpass $3.3
million in ticket sales. The opening of two stations, Woburn and Old Orchard Beach, has helped increase ridership, as has increasing the seating capacity from 216
to 276 by adding a coach. On September 7, the first
schedule changes, which affect weekend trains, were
made since service began last December. The gist is
that passengers get to stay in Boston and Portland a
little longer than before.
After visits to Amtrak information booths in New York
and Washington, D.C., I finally met an agent who told
me that no new edition of the Northeast Corridor timetable (T-3) would be issued until the end of this month.
Agreements between Amtrak and CDTA were
signed and the new Rensselaer Station finally opened
on September 22. Amtrak is leasing 17,000 square feet
of the newly built $53.1 million station for $50,000 a
year. That translates to $2.94/sq. ft. The railroad would
also give up about $125,000 it received each year from
retail rentals in the old station, which it owned. An opening date had yet to be announced. Member Bob Kingman reported that during July the CDTA put station signage in the parking lot and the platforms. Each platform
has a Track 1 AND a Track 2 sign and each platform
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Two HBLRT cars, 2020 and 2029, have been partially
“wrapped” not for commercial advertising, but to promote safety on Hudson-Bergen tracks. Thanks to Alan
Kramer for the report.
In preparation for the start-up of service to Hoboken
on September 29, the catenary was energized (750
volts) on August 16. NJ Transit’s press release also
gave the following opening dates for HBLRT: 34th Street
to 22nd Street (Bayonne) – 2003, Hoboken to Port Imperial (Weehawken) – 2004, and Port Imperial to Tonnelle
Avenue (North Bergen) – 2005.
There is no word yet on which of Newark’s PCCs are
going to SF Muni; however, 6 (PSCT colors), 10, and 13
have been set aside for the New Jersey Heritage Transportation Museum in Phillipsburg. According to member
Frank Miklos, the hang-up seems to be that SF Muni
does not have the money allocated yet.
The first DMU for the Southern New Jersey LRT arrived in an unusual, but nonetheless grand style. According to a report sent by member Karl Groh, the car
was flown into the Atlantic City Naval Air Station aboard
a Russian Antonov cargo plane, and traveled on land by
truck.
New Jersey’s Assembly Speaker ordered an investigation by the Assembly Transportation Committee and the
Assembly Light Rail Advisory Panel into the $100 million
cost overrun of SNJLRT.
Port Authority Trans-Hudson Corporation
The derailment of a work train during the early morning hours of August 29 caused delays to PATH service,
which required shuttle buses between Harrison and
Journal Square. There were also delays to Journal
Square/Hoboken trains. Normal service was resumed
by 7 AM.
Port Authority of New York and New Jersey
JFK Airtrain’s fleet of thirty-two 60-foot double-ended
cars come in two series, and all cars are capable of being operated singly. Cars 101-122 have one VOBC
(vehicle on board controller), while the 201-210 group
have two VOBCs.
Riding the JFK Airtrain from either Howard Beach or
Jamaica (when it opens next year) will cost $5. Using
AirTrain to ride between the various airline terminals,
Station B (Federal Circle), or Station C (Lefferts Boulevard Long Term Lot) will be free. This arrangement is
similar to Newark Airtrain, where the $5 fare is collected
at Newark International Airport Station on the Northeast
Corridor Line.
Amtrak
As if Amtrak did not have enough problems. on August
12 all 18 Acela trainsets were removed from service
after it was discovered that eight of ten trains that were
inspected had cracks in the brackets that attach shock
absorbing “yaw damper assemblies” to the locomotives.

(Continued on page 10)
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has a location "A" at the north end and the south end.
“Try to find Track 2, location A”, writes Bob, “it doesn’t
end.”
Metropolitan Area
New York and San Francisco are on the short list of
United States cities that are in contention as host cities
for the 2012 Summer Olympics. The decision was made
on August 27, and dropped from consideration were
Houston and Washington, D.C. Both cities had until October 1 to make their final presentations to the International Olympic Committee, which on November 3, will
decide which of these two cities will make the final cut.
A final decision will not be made until 2005, and the
American victor will be competing against as many as a
dozen international finalists including Toronto, Paris,
Madrid, Rome, and Moscow.
Museums
At the Shore Line Trolley Museum (Branford), over a
two-day period during the last week of June, three cars
were moved to other museums. As the Tripper reported, the first to move was Boston Elevated Railway
“Type 5” 5706, which went to the Rail Technical Services Facility in Guilford, where restoration work will be
done. This car is owned by the Boston Street Railway
Association, and has been stored at Branford since
1961. Next to go was Washington Railway & Electric
650 (Capital Transit 884), which left for the National
Capital Trolley Museum in Wheaton, Maryland. Transfer
of this car, which had resided in Connecticut for 54
years, is part of a multi-museum trade that will give
Branford Philadelphia & Suburban Transit (Red Arrow)
center-door car 75. Tripper Editor-in-Chief, Division
member Jeff Hakner, promises to provide more information in a future article. The last car to leave was LIRR
caboose 12, which, along with sister 14, arrived in 1961,
via the New Haven Railroad. Number 12 was loaded on
a flat-bed and transported across Long Island Sound via
a New London-Orient Point ferry to its new home at the
Oyster Bay Station. Its new owners are the Friends of
Locomotive 35 Museum. The caboose was deaccessioned when the Museum’s board re-affirmed its
policy of excluding “main line railroad” equipment. While
a more appropriate home was sought, the car continued
to be used for utility purposes. In case you are interested, TARS 629 was used to move the trolleys to
where the flatbed took over, while Montreal Tramways
crane car W-3 handled the caboose. Sister caboose 14,
which left the museum in 1972, eventually made its way
to the Railroad Museum of Long Island.
Other Transit Systems
Boston, Massachusetts
The Ashland station on the Framingham/Worcester
Line opened on August 24. Train times were already
published in the timetables dated June 22, but the sta10

tion name was italicized. The station is located west of
Framingham and east of Southborough, which, along
with Westborough, opened on June 22. Commuters
have 675 parking spaces and pay $1 per day.
MBTA officials released a proposal to increase ridership on the 9.1-mile Fairmount Line by constructing four
new stations, at Four Corners, Talbot Avenue, Blue Hill
Avenue/Cummings Highway, and Columbia Road. Improvements would be made to the four existing stations
and consideration is also being made to adding weekend service. This is the only “T” commuter line that is
entirely within the Boston city limits. $70 million will be
needed to accomplish this project.
Environmental approval has been given for engineering to continue on the proposed Fall River and New
Bedford commuter lines. In order to get them built on
time and on budget, a Design-Build contract will be
awarded. Service could begin in 2007.
Following the September 11, 2001 attacks, the MBTA
announced that it would purchase bombproof receptacles or “bomb-mitigation container systems” to replace
the regular trash cans, which were removed from stations. The cost of this project was $404,000, and during
August most of these enhanced trash receptacles were
installed. Each one of these 250 units cost $1,600. The
MBTA has also terror-trained its police force and installed cameras in ceilings along with chemical detectors. Recycling bins were also removed, but when
MBTA officials learned that the TTC had what is being
called a “Post-9/11 Recycling Bin,” they asked that one
be shipped to them, and they are checking it out.
In last month’s column I wrote that the Orange Line
was relocated to part of the right-of-way of the Northeast Corridor and Haverhill/Reading. That should have
been written as Attleboro/Stoughton (and also Franklin).
Thanks to member Todd Glickman for the reports.
Burlington, Vermont
While visiting relatives in Vermont, I saw The Champlain Flyer operating on a Saturday evening. Under its
summer schedule, the train operates seven days a
week. The consist of two former Virginia Railway (MBTA
Boise Budds) 106 and 104 was powered by GP-38-2
202. I visited their yard in Burlington the next afternoon
and was greeted by a security guard who would not allow me to look around. However, I did see a few other
coaches, including 102, 105 and V312, which had not
been renumbered. Our next stop would be Montréal
(please see below).
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
PATCO is considering scrapping its present fare collection system of magnetically encoded cards, which
has been in use since the inception of service in 1969. A
consultant recommended that a “smart-card” system be
used which would deduct the cost of the rides as they
are used. A modified magnetic strip card would possibly
be made available for occasional riders. In surveys of
(Continued on page 11)

NEW YORK DIVISION BULLETIN - OCTOBER, 2002
Commuter and Transit Notes
(Continued from page 10)

passengers, the fare collection system always received
the most complaints.
Atlanta, Georgia
State Transportation officials have decided to purchase rather than lease the rail lines that have been
proposed for commuter rail. Although it will cost more
initially, in the long run there is the major advantage of
having control of the tracks when the time comes to expand service frequencies. Thanks to Dennis Zaccardi
for the report.
Tampa, Florida
There was every expectation that the TECO Line
would open on October 19, with restored Birney 163
leading the parade. As the Bulletin is being published
prior to this date, we will let you know in the next issue if
it did not occur. Thanks to Karl Groh for the report.
Chicago, Illinois
Due to station modernization taking place at the
Kedzie and Central Park stations on the Blue Line (54/
Cermak Branch) between August 12 and next June,
passengers are using a temporary Kedzie/Central station. It is located midway, three blocks between each of
the existing stations. When they are returned to service,
passengers will have an elevator for ADA accessibility,
new platform canopies and windbreaks, overhead heaters, and center platforms at each station.
METRA reissued its commuter timetables (in standard
and mini-size) in June, which reflects the new higher
fares. However, none of them has an effective date of
June 1, 2002; they all retain their older issue dates,
which in one case goes back to November 4, 1996.
How one can tell that the timetable has been reissued,
is the date, which appears on the inside map, next to
the Form Number. Thanks to Steve Lofthouse for providing copies.
Ft. Worth, Texas
After 39½ years, time finally ran out for the Tandy Subway. As was reported in the April, 2002 Bulletin, the
5,400-foot long “subway”, actually a light rail line, would
be closing this year. The last car ran during the evening
of August 30. As of now, there is no information on what
will become of the equipment and facilities, other than a
report in the Star-Telegram that Radio Shack donated
one car each to the Leonard family and to North Texas
Historic Transportation, Incorporated.
Seattle, Washington
In the third week of July Sounder carried its onemillionth passenger. When commuter service began in
September 2000, the first week’s ridership was 5,200. It
now exceeds 11,000 per week.
Sound Transit received permission from the Federal
Transit Administration to proceed with final design of the
revised portions of its light rail line. At the same time,
$50 million was granted to begin construction of the ini11

tial segment. In early July Sound Transit submitted its
draft application to the FTA for a $500 million grant that
will make up about one-quarter of the $2.07 billion capital cost of the initial light rail segment, with local revenues covering the remainder. Final Design authority for
the entire initial segment of Central Link is a prerequisite for the full federal grant.
Seahawk fans can ride to each of the six home games
aboard a Sounder train again this year. Arrival time at
Seahawk Stadium is scheduled for 12 Noon at the
nearby King Street station. The train departs at 5:35
PM, whether or not the game has been completed or
goes into overtime, due to “track-use schedules.” F59PHI 911 has been “wrapped” to promote the Seahawks.
Tacoma, Washington
Tacoma Link’s three light rail cars were trucked to the
port at Antwerp, where they were loaded on a ship,
which set sail at the end of July and arrived at the Port
of Tacoma on September 3. These 66-foot long Skodabuilt Tacoma Link streetcars are expected to be carrying
passengers on the 1.6-mile line between the Tacoma
Dome station and downtown Tacoma in next year.
San Francisco, California
Caltrain placed a new timetable of 76 daily trains into
effect on August 26. This timetable removed two AM
and two PM trains due to declining ridership. Transit
officials believe that there is available capacity on other
trains to carry the passengers, and while this is a temporary setback to increasing service, plans are still on
for the introduction of Baby Bullet service in 2004.
BART held public hearings in August on a service plan
for its SFO service, which will now begin in January instead of next month. Trains will operate every 15 minutes for the Millbrae and SFO stations during the peak
and midday hours and every 20 minutes on weekends.
There will be a 7½-minute headway during peak and
midday hours for the Colma, San Bruno, and South San
Francisco stations, and a round-trip airport train will
leave Millbrae every 20 minutes for SFO. The fares,
based on BART’s mileage-based fare system, call for a
$1.50 airport premium and a $1 San Mateo County surcharge for trips from San Francisco and San Mateo stations to and from SFO. Some examples: $4.70 from
downtown San Francisco, $1.50 from Millbrae, and
$6.90 Pittsburg/Baypoint. There will also be changes in
parking fees at most stations. To prevent its 41,000
commuter parking spaces (for which the daily parking
charge is less) from being used by airport passengers,
the present 72-hour parking limit will be reduced to 24
hours. Also the fine for overtime parking at those stations is going up from $25 to $100. Thanks to member
Phil Hom for these reports.
When it opens in 2009, the Third Street Line will be
operated by extended J/Church trains, which will operate through the new Central Subway initially to Clay
(Continued on page 12)
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Street in Chinatown. N trains will terminate at 26th
Street/Mission Bay (on Third Street). At that time, Third
Street will be once again separated from J/Church services. Thanks to member Harold Geissenheimer for the
report from his Transnet column.
Los Angeles, California
On August 19, the first two SD-460 cars were transferred to the Gold (formerly Pasadena Blue) Line to begin testing, in advance of next year’s planned opening.
The article from the Los Angeles Times that was sent
by member Bob Matten contained a picture of LRV 238.
This car is part of a group of 50 cars that were delivered
from 1996-1999. Twenty-six will be assigned to the Gold
Line; the remainder will continue serving the Green
Line.
Montréal, Quebec, Canada
There were two rail “goals” to be accomplished during
our short stay in Montréal: to complete riding the Metro
and to ride one commuter line. The stations that I was
missing were all on the extremities of the respective
lines, which generally meant riding most of the line.
Montréal’s Metro consists of four lines, Blue (5), Green
(1), Orange (2), and Yellow (4). A three-station, 3.2-mile
extension of the Orange Line from Henri Bourassa to
Laval, with three new stations, is under construction,
with revenue service planned for 2006. Rolling stock
designated MR-63 was ordered for the October 14,
1966 opening and in 1976 the MR-73 class was delivered. The MR-63s were overhauled a few years ago,
and there are presently 336 of them. All trains are arranged in motor-trailer-motor sets using between one
and three units, and are rubber-tired, with steel wheels
riding on steel rails. Trains are normally operated in the
ATO mode, with the train operator handling the door
opening and closing functions. Top speed is 55 mph.
The MR-73 cars have LED signs, which in addition to
displaying the next stop and all of the bus lines that
serve it also display advertising.
At each station there are stands containing copies of
the free newspaper, métro. On the day of my visit there
was a story on the planned remanufacture of the MR-73
cars. The article (in French) went on to explain that
three prototype cars, A, B, and C, have been operating
on various lines since June 5. The 423 MR-73 cars,
which are used on the orange, blue, and yellow lines,
have 40 seats and can hold approximately 100 people.
Prototype A has 34 seats and theoretically offers 9%
more room; Prototype B has 40 seats and offers 5%
more room; and Prototype C has 34 seats and offers
12% more room. Tests will be carried out through the
end of this month. STM will use the results in deciding
whether to redesign some or all of its MR-73 cars and
how to do so. The riding public is asked to express their
opinions at STM’s website, www.stm.info.
12

Fares are $2.25 (Canadian) and an all-day ticket cost
$7C. At the time of our visit, $1C was equal to $1.55US.
Free transfers are dispensed from machines at each
station, just like in Washington, D.C. and Toronto, to
name just a few.
Faced with a choice of riding the Deux Montagnes or
Blainville Lines, I opted to ride to Blainville, as I had ridden the former while it still operated the old equipment.
The train departed not from Windsor Station, now renamed Lucien-L’Allier, but the Parc Station, accessible
from the Blue Line. After purchasing a ticket from a
vending machine (English directions are available by
selecting that button), I boarded the train, which was
comprised of ex-GO Transit single-level cars 11031094-1099-1090-1079-1095-108. Motive power was
recently delivered F-59PHI 1329. When the train arrived
at St. Martin, the Conductor announced that it was the
last stop because CP Rail track forces were doing track
work further up the line, and a Limocar bus was the alternate transportation. Since I was going to Blainville
only to ride the train, I passed on the bus and waited
until the train would return to Parc Station. The engineer
told me that CWR had been installed on the northbound
track, that the southbound track would be similarly converted next year, and that track speeds would no doubt
be increased.
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada
The SkyTrain Millennium Line opened to its full 12.7mile length on August 31. Eleven new stations have
been added to the SkyTrain system, which now totals
37 miles.
London, United Kingdom
London’s Mayor, Ken Livingstone, announced that
both he and Transport Commissioner Robert Kiley have
dropped their opposition to the British government’s
plan to privatize London Transport. Thanks to Weekly
Rail Recap for the report.
Eurostar service between London and Paris/Brussels
was to be suspended for several days at a time during
the next few months while the new faster link between
Kent and St. Pancras Station is being constructed. The
new routing is expected to slice 20 minutes off the running time. For the present, Waterloo Station is the London terminus.
Manchester, United Kingdom
Member Pete Donner, following a visit to Manchester,
reported that the two SF Muni Boeing LRVs that were
purchased will not be used. Technical experts concluded that the cars, which cost £170 each
(£1=$1.50US), cannot be adapted at a reasonable cost.
A spokeswoman for the Greater Manchester Passenger
Transport Executive said: "They were brought over at
little cost for a feasibility study and they proved not to be
feasible." The cars cost £30,000 to ship 9,000 miles. A
brand new tram costs around £3 million.
Amsterdam, The Netherlands
(Continued on page 13)
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Over the summer, members Bob and Judy Matten
visited The Netherlands, spending time in several cities
with electric transit systems. In Amsterdam, Bob wrote,
there are four metro lines, numbered 51-54, three of
which (51, 53, and 54) serve Central (railway) Station.
All lines for most of their routes share the right-of-way of
the NS (Netherlands Railways). On the platforms are
electronic signs that provide the route number, destination, and arrival time of the next two trains. Those times
are constantly updated for early or late arrivals. There
are also 17 tram lines. Eleven serve Central Station and
the other six go across the city. Line 20 is a circular
tourist line, which passes most of Amsterdam’s top attractions. At many stops, there are signs similar to those
in the Metro that give service information. Fares are
1.40 Euros (€1=$1.02US) for one hour of riding, €5.20
for an all-day pass, and €10.70 for a 3-day pass. You
can buy a pass for up to 9 days, and of course, the
honor system is in effect, but you must have a stamped
ticket. Amsterdam has many grand-unions and some ¾unions.
A trolley museum is located in an old railway station
(abandoned in 1950) near the end of Line 16. Admission is free to the Museum and Gift Shop, but a onehour roundtrip ride costs €3. An all-day pass sells for €5.
This museum features cars from The Hague, Rotterdam, Groningen, Kassel, Berlin, Vienna, Prague, and of
course Amsterdam.
Bob provided yet another example of how it does not
have to be expensive or time-consuming to reach the
city center from the airport. At the stop where their hotel
was located, trains run every 15 minutes and the fare is
€1.90. There is frequent service from Central Station to
the airport, which is a through station with six tracks.
The Mattens observed lots of new track construction
going on and learned from their guide that a new highspeed rail line is being built to Germany. There was a
sightseeing trip to The Hague, but no time to do any

riding. That will be left for a future trip. In Rotterdam,
they found 3 tram routes, which ran from in front of their
hotel to the Central Station, which was also served by
the Metro. Tickets must be purchased from wallmounted machines. The station and cars looked fairly
new, and there is a historic tram line, #10, but again,
there was no time to explore the system, and a two-day
stay is planned for the next visit.
Jerusalem, Israel
According to member David Klepper, construction of
Jerusalem’s starter light rail line is taking place in eight
locations around the city and also at the Jaffa Gate. A
station will be placed close to the Damascus Gate, right
in the heart of the Arab commercial district. In both
cases, the stations would be located outside of the Old
City. A single tunnel will be partly under the Old City,
which will require the use of a tunneling machine
thereby avoiding any cut-and-cover work. Work will be
going on through 2004, and service would probably begin in 2005. David passed along a rumor that concerns
the second LRT line – it would branch down to the Railway Station and out to a major shopping center and the
Zoo, then to Beit Shemesh. In Dave’s opinion this could
be classified as an interurban line, and be the “most
scenic trolley line in the World outside Switzerland, rivaling the Manx.”
From the History Files
55 years ago: On October 1, 1947, the Chicago Transit Authority came into being after it was created by the
Illinois State legislature to operate the properties of the
Chicago Rapid Transit Company and Chicago Surface
Lines. Five years later, on October 1, 1952, the CTA
began operating a unified transit system when it took
over the routes of the Chicago Motor Bus Company.
20 years ago: On October 1, 1982, operation of the
Canadian Pacific Railway’s Rigaud Line became the
responsibility of the STCUM, predecessor of today’s
AMT. Three months earlier, on July 1, the same agency
took over the operation of the Deux Montagnes Line.
News items and comments concerning this column may be
emailed to NYDnewseditor@aol.com.

The temporary southbound platform
at Howard Beach, built to facilitate
Airtrain construction, is evident in this
July 8, 2002 shot of R-38 4100.
Jeffrey Erlitz photograph
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METRO-NORTH TO PENN STATION — COULD IT HAPPEN?
by Bruce J. Russell
As most of those familiar with railroads within the New
York City metropolitan area already know, there is enormous unused or underutilized track capacity. Lines exist, most built during the last years of the 19th Century
and the early years of the 20th, during the “Golden Age”
of rail transport, before the ascendancy of highways,
which could be rehabilitated and put to use handling
commuter trains. Until now, they have not been, and the
reasons are complex. However, the picture is beginning
to change, and within a few years we might see additional travel options provided for those who want to
leave their automobiles at home and take public transit
but cannot.
On June 25 an article appeared in The New York
Times entitled, “Watching as the Trains Pass and then
Having to Take the Bus.” It concerned the former New
Haven Railroad’s line that runs from New Rochelle
Junction to Long Island City and on to Pennsylvania
Station. This stretch of electrified trackage presently
sees only Amtrak passenger trains plus one or two
freights a day, a far cry from what it handled as late as
the 1950s. While now double-track, it once boasted a
consistent four main tracks plus six and even eight in
places. The latticework catenary supports span a rightof-way far greater than that used by the existing two
tracks. With an Amtrak train approximately every 90
minutes in each direction, on average, these rails are
being utilized to a fraction of their capacity.
According to the New York Times article, studies are
now underway to determine the feasibility of instituting
commuter service that would terminate in Penn Station
rather than Grand Central. Two things would be accomplished by this. The first would give riders on MetroNorth’s New Haven Line a second final destination in
Manhattan. If their jobs were on the west side, they
would not have to transfer to local subway routes as
they are now required to do. Expansion of the commuter rail system to enable riders to get to more than
just one place is certain to make it more attractive and
increase patronage — substantially in many instances.
After all, when trains on the former Lackawanna Railroad’s Morris & Essex Division began running to Penn
Station in addition to their traditional terminus in Hoboken, ridership skyrocketed. The new Midtown Direct
service seriously hurt the competing Lakeland Bus
Company on that particular corridor.
The second effect of restoring service along the Hell
Gate Bridge Line would be to provide service to people
living near the tracks who presently do not have it, and
who must now either take buses or drive. The catchment area includes a small part of Westchester County
and then the eastern section of the Bronx. Although the
neighborhoods have suffered socioeconomic decline
14

since the 1960s, the majority of the residents are people
who want to work and own and maintain homes. Within
the zone is located the Co-Op City apartment complex,
consisting of thousands of units. Unfortunately, no rail
service was provided, in spite of the fact that a stone’s
throw away was the Hell Gate Bridge Line of the thenNew Haven Railroad, a carrier that was no longer in
good financial health and a few years away from incorporation into Penn Central, which would ultimately fail.
Only long-distance trains ran over the tracks, which
consisted then of no less than four main sets of “high
iron.” The rationalization of the obviously excess physical plant would occur later, under Amtrak. Likewise, the
heavily populated Parkchester neighborhood was in the
same predicament — tracks nearby but no trains people could ride.
On a historical note, the through route over the Hell
Gate Bridge to Penn Station opened in 1917, quite late
for mainline trackage in the United States. Its completion permitted uninterrupted passenger service from
Washington to Boston, which was previously not possible. Prior to the completion of the great span, tracks did
separate from the main line at New Rochelle and ran as
far as a terminal on the Harlem River. Here riders transferred to the elevated lines to continue their journeys to
Manhattan. This line was known as the Harlem River
Branch of the New Haven Railroad, and did offer local
passenger service. As part of the Hell Gate Bridge project, it was electrified about 1912 in anticipation of
through-running over the bridge. A number of stations
existed to serve local riders. The lower segment of the
right-of-way was also used by the New York, Westchester & Boston suburban electric line for a few miles.
This was a New Haven Railroad subsidiary that inaugurated service in 1912 and died in 1937, a victim of
changing transportation trends in an age before subsidies were offered to carriers to remain in business.
When the Hell Gate Bridge opened in 1917, the Harlem
River Branch was basically extended to Long Island
City.
Local service over the multi-track line was provided
initially with open-platform wooden electric multiple-unit
cars, and later by steel models constructed from World
War I and into the 1920s. The stations were substantial
structures.
For various reasons, patronage declined after 1920,
and by 1930 the Harlem River local service was a financial drain on the New Haven Railroad. Partly due to the
increase in automobile ownership, partly due to the lack
of a large residential population in the area, and partly
due to indifference by the city government, the railroad
was allowed to eliminate the locals in 1931. The sta(Continued on page 15)
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tions were shut, and only long-distance trains and
freights used the tracks. Probably those sections having
six main tracks were slimmed down to four at this time.
Now Metro-North is doing studies to ascertain whether
it would be feasible to reintroduce commuter trains over
a line that last had them 71 years ago. With modern
signaling it probably would not be necessary to add to
the two tracks now used by Amtrak and the minuscule
amount of freight business. (In the 1950s the New Haven Railroad used this line to bring long trains of produce to the Hunts Point Market in the Bronx. This business was ultimately lost to trucks, and rail freight now
accounts for only five percent of the goods brought into
New York City. It is sad to see acre upon acre of abandoned rail yards in the city.)
If service were put back, it would require the construction of several new stations, platforms, and parking lots.
Until about 20 years ago, riders on Amtrak could see
the burned-out hulks of the old New Haven stations.
None of these could be rehabilitated today, if they still
exist at all. The trains could originate at any point on the
New Haven Division of Metro-North, but as they descended from the Hell Gate Bridge they would merge
into the flow of Amtrak and Long Island Rail Road trains
Around New York’s Transit System
(Continued from page 20)

Operators activated the Door Enable Switch before the
train stopped. This practice must be stopped because it
severely affects the train’s braking system.
Test Trains in Lower Manhattan
1/9 tracks between South Ferry and Chambers
Street were placed in service at 6 PM August 31. Prior
to the restoration of 1/9 service to lower Manhattan,
train crewmembers hired since September 11, 2001 had
to be familiarized with the section of the line between
Chambers Street and South Ferry. To facilitate this
effort, rush hour southbound 1 trains terminating at
Chambers Street stayed on the local track and operated
via the South Ferry Loop instead of terminating on the
southbound express track and relaying via the
northbound express track to 14th Street and switching to
the northbound local track to resume service.
Member George Chiasson made the following report:
The evening of Saturday, September 14 the final 1
train to New Lots Avenue, composed of R-62As 22112215/2305-2301, was operated. After this interval 4
trains were extended south of Utica Avenue. The train
that reinstituted 1 service to South Ferry left 242nd
Street at 9:50 PM, its consist being 2190-2186/24402436. In fact, passenger service was still ending at
15

headed into Penn Station. The East River Tunnel has
four tubes, but during rush hours is operating at or near
capacity. Once in Penn Station, platform space would
be required for the new trains. While the station is now
at 120 percent of capacity, this situation may change. If
Amtrak moves to the former Post Office, the existing
station would become strictly a commuter rail facility.
Even with NJ Transit and the LIRR, there might be
some space to accommodate Harlem River Branch
trains. These would probably be multiple-unit cars, similar to those now running on the route.
The “big ticket” item right now is getting the LIRR into
Grand Central Terminal, giving its riders new destination
options. Due to begin in 2011, it is where the money is
now going. Nevertheless, this scheme to open a west
side destination for New Haven Line riders will probably
also move forward, as will a plan to operate some Hudson Division trains into Penn Station via the former New
York Central’s west side route, originally designed to
handle freight.
The need for more rail routes in the New York metropolitan area is urgent. While use of express buses has
been a stopgap measure, it is time to think rail in a big
way. Unused trackage or underutilized rails offer one of
the most practical, most cost-efficient means of getting
people out of their cars and onto mass transit.

Chambers Street, and the train continued light through
Battery Park. Appropriately, it was exactly midnight on
September 15 when cars 2210-2206/2196-2200
departed Chambers Street with passengers aboard for
the ride to South Ferry (and back). A Governor's Special
was also operated on Saturday evening (using R-142s
6560-6556 and signed up 1 and 9, depending on the
moment). On Sunday the 15th, 2 and 3 trains were
once again rumbling along the express tracks of the
Broadway-Seventh Avenue Subway for the first time
since America's Day of Fate, and the resumption of
regular 1/9 commuter operation to South Ferry was
well-covered by the general media afterward.
Correction
In the August issue, we provided information on Staten
Island Railway fare collection and transfer privileges.
Member Joseph D. Korman reports that, contrary to
what we had stated, no fares are collected on the trains.
Additionally, he advises that passengers at St. George
may use tokens.
Any passenger riding between any two stations
exclusive of St. George and Ballpark may ride free.
Additionally, the double transfer applies to Pay-Per-Ride
MetroCard users who begin their trips on a Staten
Island local bus and continue via SIR and the ferry to
Manhattan, where they complete their trips via subway
or local bus. This policy applies in reverse as well.
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REDBIRD UPDATE
by George Chiasson
R-142/R-142As
On August 13, R-142 set 6396-6400 accidentally
separated at the Third Avenue station while filling a trip
on 5. As was the case earlier with 6401-6405, a locking pin on the linkbar assembly base was found to be
missing, which acted to destabilize the entire assembly
thanks to the constant twisting motion experienced by
the equipment during the course of service. The actual
linkbar separation occurred between A-car 6396 and Bcar 6397, with the whole set observed on August 24 as
it headed for reassembly and restoration to service. Immediately the wake of this incident, R-142s were temporarily pulled out of passenger service, 3 suspended,
1 service reduced, and the “surplus” R-62As used to
support a re-expressed 2 from Flatbush Avenue to
Wakefield/E. 241st Street. Emergency inspections were
performed on all linkbar assemblies, no further serious
defects were found, and by the day's end things were
more or less back to normal.
One lingering result of this adventure was the widespread use of 2- and 5-assigned R-142s on each
other's lines, a practice which has continued in reduced
scale to the present. Over the longer term, NYCT and
both builders are working on a more tedious inspection
procedure, which is being carried out on an ongoing
basis over several weeks. It should be noted that both
sets of R-142s involved were once part of the so-called
“cobweb” fleet. Looking at the larger picture, the R-142
and R-142A programs are both moving forward, but
deliveries from Plattsburgh were delayed slightly as additional cars are inspected and/or rectified at Bombardier’s production facility. Through September 13, 2002,
Primary R-142s 6801-6805 and Option R-142s 70317040 were delivered. By the same date, Primary R142s 6571-6575 and Option R-142s 7006-7030 were
placed in service on 5.
The operation of two R-142As trains on 4 continued
through the balance of August with few interruptions.
Perhaps the most spectacular of these occurred on August 27 when a trains composed of N-7666-7670/76817685-S went into emergency while climbing out of the
Joralemon Street Tunnel toward the Bowling Green station. After an attempt to operate from the second unit,
the R-142A train remained immobilized and the next 4
(an R-62 train) turned back from Borough Hall to Utica
Avenue. Following that was the other R-142A 4 train
(7661-7670), which was discharged and tacked on to
push its sister the rest of the way uphill. The combined
20 cars suffered from stuck brakes just shy of Bowling
Green, and an R-142 5 train was discharged at Wall
Street and wrong-railed to the head end of the disabled
combination. After the entire 30-car ensemble reversed
16

into Bowling Green, all 500 passengers from the original
disabled consist were able to step onto the platform
following an ordeal of almost 3 hours. The rescue R-142
train was uncoupled and sent back north, then the two
4 trains likewise separated and laid up at Mosholu
Yard.
Through September 14, 2002 Option R-142As 77067720 were delivered. Speaking of the Option cars
(7611-7730), we are advised that these were not constructed in Kobe, as had been originally assumed, but
are built as kits by Kawasaki at its motorcycle production plant in Lincoln, Nebraska, and forwarded to
Yonkers for assembly. The third set of R-142As (76767680 and 7691-7695) was observed in 4 service on
August 30, and a fourth (7696-7705) on September 10.
Nevertheless, use of the new cars has become inconsistent since the Joralemon Street incident, with one or
two in actual use during a typical weekday. On the other
hand (as described below) the R-142As have become
reliable enough to provide 100% of the service on 6,
which is the first line to be completely equipped with
New Technology trains.
R-62A changes
August 9, 2002 proved to be the last time a train of R62As operated on 6. The final consist was composed
of cars 1716-1720 and 1761-1765, but through the end
of the month there were still 45 of these cars assigned
to Westchester Shop. The use of 1746-1750 and 17561760 on 1 proved to be a temporary measure, while
1786-1790 were formally transferred to the Livonia
(3/1) fleet on August 9. After that, Pelham-based R62As were used as extra equipment and made cameo
appearances on 1 until they departed for Corona or
Livonia on August 31. For historical reference, R-62As
started serving 6 on June 18, 1986, at which time a
couple of new 1800-series trains were “borrowed” from
1. The first block of R-62As actually assigned to Pelham were 1651-1686 (3 trains plus spares), which were
transferred from 1 as of August 18, 1986. Remember
in that time all R-62s and R-62As were still set up as
independent single units, unlike the present when most
are in permanently linked sets of 5 cars. By the end of
1986, 6 had received a permanent allotment of 259 R62As (1651-1909), then expanded slightly up to 1919 in
February, 1995 as demand increased. Serialization,
then unitization was gradually implemented between
1996 and 1999, with car 1909 lost in a November, 1996
mishap at Third Avenue-138th Street. Ten Pelham-based
R-62As were farmed out to the 42nd Street Shuttle (S)
between June, 1992 and December, 1999, when unitization of the 6 fleet was completed and all single units
(Continued on page 17)
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concentrated at Livonia.
Though they hadn't been regularly used for several
weeks, R-62As 1716-1725, 1736-1740, and 1746-1750
were transferred from Pelham (6) to Corona (7) on
August 31. On August 29, R-62As 1761-1765 were reassigned from Pelham (6) to Livonia (3), joined by
1766-1770 as of September 6. The balance of Westchester-based R-62As (1756-1760, 1776-1780, 17811785) filtered to Livonia during early September, and as
a result single cars 2086-2095 were forwarded to Corona, where the “Silver Seven” fleet had reached a total
of 130 as of September 14, 2002. The presence of R62As on 5 was also curtailed after August 9, with two
or three per day remaining in use as E. 180th Street putins or lay-ups from 3, but running as 2 trains on
weekdays.
Redbird Notes, Transfers, and Status
In mid-August, all R-33s remaining on 2 (9160/9161,
9164-9173, 9178-9183, 9186/9187, 9190-9195, 92029207, 9210/9211) were transferred to 5. One such 10car consist continued to operate in service on 2 during
the following week, with the “last” train (8816/88178993/8992-8891/8890-8997/8996-9185/9184) being run
on Friday, August 16. One final Redbird R-33 train was
found in 2 service for a few hours on August 28, composed of 9166/9167-8882/8883-9094/9095-9074/90758916/8917. Either way, their withdrawal concluded almost 45 years of “SMEE” operation on 2 (formally
known as the Seventh Avenue Express). It had all begun with assignment of the first brand new R-22s (from
General Electric group 7525-7749) on January 13,
1958.
Through August and the first half of September, significant numbers of R-33s and Westinghouse R-36s
were removed from 5 and 7, but no equipment had as
yet been withdrawn from 4. Meanwhile, the
“Parkchester Swinger” rode into history on Friday, September 13 when cars 8948/8949-8859/8858-8918/89199212/9115-8834/8835 made the final trip, departing
Brooklyn Bridge at 6:22 PM and returning as the 7:27
PM Parkchester Local (though some on-hand for the
occasion reported that it was actually running a few
minutes later). Once again, the formal operation of
home-assigned Redbirds ended on 6 in December,
2001, when the last Westinghouse R-29s were removed
from passenger service.
When 7 trains were re-extended to 11 cars on August
31, there were 34 World’s Fair R-33s reactivated. Three
cars withdrawn in May (9317, 9329, and 9343) remained out of service at 207th Street, joined by 9337.
The latter was technologically unique in that it had been
retrofitted with General Electric grids several years ago.
Following the R-142 separation on August 13, stored R17

33s 8986/8987 were actually readied for passenger service and turned up on 5 by August 21. This was the
only pair of Redbirds to have been reclaimed from the
Reserve Fleet at Concourse to date. No other R-33s
followed its lead, however, and as the situation stabilized 8986/8987 were again removed and assigned to
work service, on a revenue collector out of 38th Street
Yard in Brooklyn. R-33s 8874/8875 and 9210/9211 are
no longer in service and have become regulars on the
207th Street refuse train.
R-36s 9762/9763 were missing from 7 for virtually
the entire summer, but they suddenly turned up in service on September 12. Sister cars 9658/9659 were not
so lucky though, as they entered storage at Concourse
with a number of R-36s in mid-September. 9658/9659 is
the third pair of GE World’s Fair cars to be withdrawn.
Redbird Retirements & Restorations
Taken out of service through September 13, 2002
were:
R-33: 8864/8865, 8874/8875, 8886/8887, 8900/8901,
8912/8913, 8946/8947, 8952/8953, 8978/8979,
8986/8987 (second time), 9004/9005, 9008/9009,
9030/9031, 9034/9035, 9054/9055, 9058/9059,
9060/9061, 9072/9073, 9100/9101, 9102/9103,
9118/9119, 9132/9133, 9134/9135, 9142/9143,
9144/9145, 9146/9147, 9148/9149,
9168/9169,
9176/9177, 9178/9179, 9198/9199, 9208/9209,
9210/9211 off 5
R-33S: 9337 off 7
R-36: 9346/9347, 9348/9349, 9380/9381, 9410/9411,
9412/9413*, 9416/9417, 9424/9425, 9430/9431,
9442/9443, 9458/9459, 9476/9477, 9532/9533,
9550/9551, 9658/9659 off 7
Restored to service through September 13, 2002
were:
R-26: 7846/7847 on 5
R-33: 8986/8987 on 5 (briefly), 9188/9189 on 5
R-33S: 9307-9316, 9318-9320, 9322-9328, 9330-9336,
9338-9342, 9344, 9345 on 7
R-36: 9466/9467, 9528/9529 on 7
Redbird Reefing
The Weeks Barge departed 207th Street on August 23,
2002 bound for Redbird Reef off the coast of Delaware
with the following 50 cars:
R-26: 7780, 7781, 7790, 7791
R-28: 7856, 7857, 7948, 7949
R-29: 8722, 8723, 8734, 8735, 8738, 8739, 8752, 8753,
8756, 8757, 8790, 8791
R-33: 8810, 8811, 8814, 8815, 8832, 8833, 8894, 8895,
8910, 8911, 8920, 8921,
8940, 8941, 8974, 8975, 9028, 9029, 9036, 9037, 9048,
9049, 9064, 9065, 9098, 9099, 9162, 9163
R-36: 9372, 9373
Reefing preparation work at 207th Street was held in
abeyance in the wake of the August 13 R-142 separa(Continued on page 20)
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TRACK CONSTRUCTION FORECAST FOR OCTOBER, 2002
IN THE NYC TRANSIT SYSTEM
by David Erlitz
Say goodbye to summer and get ready for some real
heavy-duty work throughout the system. Stillwell Terminal is 80% closed and the 1/9 has been reopened.
On the IRT a chip-out that started in late September will
continue through early November between Hunters
Point Avenue and Grand Central. Another chip-out will
occur on Track L4 between 14th Street and Grand Central from mid-October to the end of December. A couple
of panel jobs will show up this month as well, one between Pennsylvania Avenue and New Lots Avenue and
the other between Hunts Point Avenue and Parkchester.
The Flushing signal job keeps rolling right along and a
major shutdown of the White Plains Road Line between
E. 180th Street and 149th Street-Grand Concourse could
be one of the biggest bus GOs we have ever done.
On the IND we have tunnel lighting work between
145th Street and 168th Street in Washington Heights,
Delancey Street station rehabilitation, a small chip-out

on Track B5 south of 57th Street-Sixth Avenue, and a
couple of switch jobs. Also Airtrain will be causing us to
run midday and Saturday single-track operations between Aqueduct and south of Howard Beach.
There is no shortage of work on the BMT either.
DeKalb Avenue station rehabilitation and Montague
Street Tunnel fire line installation work well together;
Track J4 comes out for the rest of the year as part of the
Nassau Loop reconfiguration. West End signals gets
into gear with the Bay 50th Street switching plant entering service. The Atlantic Avenue station will be bypassed on a number of weekends to allow for the rehabilitation without having to shut the line down. CBTC on
the Canarsie Line includes the reconfiguration of the
Rockaway Parkway switches and also the start of work
between Myrtle Avenue and Bedford Ave. So until next
month, enjoy.

DATE(S) TIME LINE(S)
AREA OF WORK
10/7 to
Nights
2/3 Track B2 N/O 72nd Street to S/E
10/11
42nd Street and Track B3/V3 N/O
Chambers Street to N/O 72nd Street
10/12 to Wkend 7/S/ Tracks C1/C2 Times Square to
10/14
Bus Queensboro Plaza
9/17 to
11/15
9/23 to
11/27

SERVICE ADJUSTMENT(S)
DESCRIPTION OF WORK
S/B via Track 1 N/O 72nd Street to S/O 42nd
Electrical and plumbing work
Street
on Tracks 2 and 3 at 72nd
N/B via Track 4 Chambers Street to 96th Street Street and Times Square
7 – Terminates at Queensboro Plaza
Structural work, fire lines, and
pipe installation
S – 42nd Street Shuttle operates all night
Bus – Vernon-Jackson to Queensboro Plaza
7
Nights
Track C1 N/E Hunters Point Avenue Single track via Track 2 N/O Hunters Point
Type II-Type II chip-out in
to N/O Grand Central
Avenue to N/O Grand Central
Steinway Tubes
Daily 3/3 sh./ Track E1 S/O Junius Street to S/E 3 – S/B terminates at Utica Avenue
Type III panels
New Lots Avenue
4
3 sh. – operates between Utica Avenue and
New Lots Avenue
4 – S/B terminates at Atlantic Avenue

10/5 to
10/7

Wkend 2/3/4 Track E1 N/E Atlantic Avenue to S/E S/B via Track 2 N/O Atlantic Avenue to S/O
Franklin or Utica Avenues
Local Utica Avenue

10/7 to
10/18

Nights

4

Tracks E2/E3 N/E Atlantic Avenue
to S/O Franklin Avenue

N/B and S/B trains operate local between
Utica and Atlantic Avenues

10/11 to
10/21

Wkend

4

Tracks E2/E3 N/E Atlantic Avenue
to S/O Franklin Avenue

N/B and S/B trains operate local between
Utica and Atlantic Avenues

10/5 to
10/21

Wkend

2/5/ Tracks F2/F3/FM S/O E. 180th
th
Bus Street to N/O 149 Street-Grand
Concourse

2 North – 241st Street to E. 180th Street
2 South – Flatbush Avenue to 149th StreetGrand Concourse
5 sh. – Dyre Avenue to E. 180th Street
5 Main – Bowling Green to 149th StreetGrand Concourse
Bus – local and express between E. 180th
Street and 149th Street-Grand Concourse
Bx55 bus – extended to 149th Street-Grand
Concourse

10/15 to
12/22

Nights

N/B operates express via Track 3 from S/O
14th Street to N/O Grand Central

Type II-Type II chip-out

9/21 to
11/03
10/1 to
10/18

Wkend

4 Lo- Track MM4 S/O 14th Street to N/O
cal/6 Grand Central
6
Track P2 N/O Parkchester to N/O
Hunts Point Avenue
A
Track A2 N/O 145th Street to N/E
168th Street

S/B via Track M N/O Parkchester to N/O
Hunts Point Avenue
N/B operates express from N/O 125th Street
to N/O 168th Street

Type III panels

Nights

Remove temporary Type III
track at Atlantic Avenue and
steel and tile walls
Prepare for invert pour, chip
ceiling, plumbing, and electrical
work
Remove Type III track, install
permanent track, and pour
concrete
Switch rehabilitation on #9S/9N
and #11S/11/N

Structural repairs and tunnel
lighting
(Continued on page 19)
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DATE(S) TIME

LINE(S)
AREA OF WORK
A
Track A2 N/O 145th Street to
N/E 168th Street

Wkend

10/15 to
10/25

Nights

10/12 to
10/14

Wkend A/C/D Track A3 N/O 42nd Street to N/O
34th Street

A/E

SERVICE ADJUSTMENT(S)

DESCRIPTION OF WORK

A - N/B express from N/O 125th Street to N/O
Structural repairs and tunnel
lighting
168th Street
C – suspended as per other GO
D – local 59th Street to 145th Street both ways as
per other GO
Tracks A1/D3 S/O 50th/59th Streets A – S/B express 59th Street to Canal Street
Engineering survey and
to N/O 34th Street
E – S/B via Sixth Avenue to Second Avenue. N/B asbestos abatement on
from Second Avenue to W. 4th Street and normal switches #24/25/9

10/12 to
10/14

A – S/B local 145th Street to Canal Street
C – Suspended
D – Local both directions 59th Street to 145th
Street

Install detectable warning
strip, sound wall blocks, and
platform edging

10/14 to Nights
10/19
10/12 to Wkend
10/21

Track B3 S/O Seventh Avenue to No effect on service
Remove and splice control
N/O Church Avenue
cables for manhole
F/Q/ Tracks B5/T1 S/O Lexington Ave- F – Both directions via 53rd Street Tunnel
Chip-out
th
th
Bus nue to N/O 47 -50 Streets
Q – Extended from 57th Street-Seventh Avenue to
21st Street-Queensbridge
Bus – 21st Street to Queens Plaza

10/15 to
10/25

Nights

F/Q/ Tracks B5/T1 S/O Lexington Ave- F – Both directions via 53rd Street Tunnel
Chip-out
th
th
Bus nue to N/O 47 -50 Streets
Q – Extended from 57th Street-Seventh Avenue to
21st Street-Queensbridge
Bus – 21st Street to Queens Plaza

10/1 to
10/11

Nights

F

Track B2 S/E Delancey Street to
S/O W. 4th Street

N/B via Cranberry Street Tunnel from Jay Street
to W. 4th Street

Renewal of Switches #50
and 52A/B as well as Delancey Street station rehabilitation

10/5 to
10/14

Wkend

F

Track B2 S/E Delancey Street to
S/O W. 4th Street

N/B via Cranberry Street Tunnel from Jay Street
to W. 4th Street

Renewal of Switches #50
and 52A/B as well as Delancey Street station rehabilitation

10/7 to
11/1

Daily

Demolition of platform at
Howard Beach

10/12 to
11/2

Sat.

A – all mainline trains to Lefferts Boulevard
Sh. – Rockaway Boulevard to Far Rockaway
A – all mainline trains to Lefferts Boulevard
Sh. – Rockaway Boulevard to Far Rockaway
N/B & S/B bypass Atlantic Avenue

10/19 to
10/21

F/G

A/A sh. Track F1 N/O Aqueduct to S/O
Howard Beach

A/A sh. Track F1 N/O Aqueduct to S/O
Howard Beach
Q
Wkend
Bypass Atlantic Avenue

Elevator work, remove and
install temporary platforms,
install ducts

10/5 to
10/21

Wkend

10/5 to
10/7

Wkend Q/R/W Tracks A4/B1 S/E DeKalb Avenue Q – N/B via Montague Street Tunnel, S/B normal Install new platform edging,
to
wall tiles, and conduits
R/W – N/B normal, S/B via Manhattan Bridge
N/O DeKalb Avenue and Lawrence
Street

10/12 to
10/21
10/5 to
10/21

Wkend

R/W

Wkend

W

10/12 to
10/21

24/7

M

10/1 to
11/1
9/30 to
10/11
10/7 to
12/31

Nights

W

Daily
24/7

R/W

Tracks B1/R1 N/O Lawrence
S/B operates via Manhattan Bridge Canal Street
Street to S/O Whitehall and Broad to DeKalb Avenue
Streets

Demolition of platform at
Howard Beach

Track B1 N/E Lawrence Street to
S/E DeKalb Avenue
Tracks D2/D3/4/D4/D14/D15 N/O
Stillwell Avenue to S/O 36th Street

S/B operates via Manhattan Bridge Canal Street
to DeKalb Avenue
N/B operates via Sea Beach Line from Stillwell
Avenue to 36th Street
S/B normal

Switches #12/13 out of service N/O M lay-ups go S/O Bay 50th Street, change ends,
Bay 50th Street
and go into Coney Island yard on Track D14

Track G1 S/O Queensboro Plaza S/B single via Track G2 from S/O Queensboro
to S/E Lexington Avenue
Plaza to S/O Lexington Avenue
J/M Track J2 N/O Marcy Avenue to S/ J – Jamaica Center to Myrtle Avenue
O Essex Street
M – single track on Williamsburg Bridge
J/M/Z Track J4 N/O Bowery to S/O Essex No effect on service
Street

Asbestos abatement

Install new platform edging,
wall tiles, and conduits
Wayside testing, track circuit testing, switch and track
in service, breakdown testing
Part of West End signal
work
Install fire and discharge
lines
Punch list work for Department of Transportation
Nassau Loop reconfiguration
(Continued on page 20)
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Around New York’s Transit System
New Car Deliveries
In the previous issue, we furnished details of the R160 contract for new BMT-IND subway cars. The first
test trains should be delivered 33 months after the
contract is awarded. The first production cars will be
delivered nine months after the first test trains are
received. One operating unit per week will be delivered
for the first six months, after which two units per week
will be delivered. It is anticipated that the base order of
660 cars will be delivered in 2006-2007, followed by
Option I in 2007-2008 and Option II in 2008-2009.
The R-160s must be mechanically and electronically
compatible with the R-143s, so that the different car
classes can be operated in a seamless fashion when
they are coupled together in a train. The appearance
and operating characteristics of the two car classes
must be identical and indistinguishable to passengers
and crews. Our readers will be able to distinguish
between the car classes by memorizing the rosters that
we will publish when they are available.
Mosaic Tiles in Subway Stations
Everybody admires the mosaic tiles in the subway
stations, but nobody ever heard of the architect who
designed them. Squire Joseph Vickers, son of a farmer
in Middlefield, New York, came to New York City in
1900, where he got married and had a child. As the
chief designing architect of the subway system from
1906 to 1942, he was in charge of the design and
construction of about 200 subway stations and related
buildings. Mr. Vickers and his classmates at Cornell

University’s College of Architecture — Jay van Everen
and Herbert Dole — designed most of the plaques and
tile work in the Contract 3 and 4 subway lines. In an
article for The Municipal Engineers Journal in 1917
he explained why he used mosaic tile: “This bit of color
set in the hard unyielding surface gives a joyous note
like a banner flung from the barred window of a
frowning medieval castle.”
In his spare time, Mr. Vickers painted wild, colorful,
urban fantasies. His paintings were exhibited during the
summer of 2002. He died in 1947.
Door Enable System in New Cars
Train Operators assigned to R-142, R-142A, and R143 cars arriving at terminals other than South Ferry,
Bowling Green, and Brooklyn Bridge must:
1. Stop the train at the correct car stop sign
2. Depress the Door Enable pushbutton
corresponding to the side on which doors are to
be opened
3. Test “deadman feature” that places brakes in
emergency
4. Place Master Controller in Emergency position
5. Verify that the Conductor opened side doors
6. Return Door Enable pushbutton to its raised
(Disable) position
7. Deactivate console by turning Master Controller
key switch to “off” position
After checking the R-142, R-142A, and R-143s’
computers, transit officials found that some Train

Redbird Update

from the Harlem River at 207th Street
25. By September 10, Redbirds were
lected at 207th Street in preparation
through the 14th there was no sign
barges nearby.

(Continued from page 17)

tion. Barge loading activities were similarly suspended
"Until Further Notice" and the Weeks Crane removed

(Continued on page 15)

Shop on August
again being colfor reefing, but
of the crane or

Track Construction Forecast for October, 2002
(Continued from page 19)
DATE(S) TIME

LINE(S)

AREA OF WORK

SERVICE ADJUSTMENT(S)

9/30 to
10/18

Daily

10/8 to
10/18

Nights

L/Bus Tracks Q1/Q2 S/O Bedford Avenue to N/O Myrtle Avenue

10/4 to
10/21

Wkend

L/Bus Tracks P1/P2 N/E Atlantic Avenue L – Eighth Avenue to Broadway Junction
to S/E Rockaway Parkway
Bus – express and local Broadway Junction to
Rockaway Parkway

J/M

Track J3/4 N/E Broadway Junction No effect on service
to N/O Myrtle Avenue

DESCRIPTION OF WORK
V1 testing

L North — Eighth Avenue to Lorimer Street
Change insulated joints,
L South – Myrtle Avenue to Rockaway Parkway chip concrete, change ties,
and completion work
Bus – Lorimer Street to Myrtle-Wyckoff
Remove diamond crossover
#3A/B and 5A/B and install
new crossover #811A/B

Daily = Days, Wkend = Fri to Mon Continuous, Wkndys = Sat/Sun Days
David Erlitz is a Superintendent with MTA New York City Transit and has been interested in trains all his life. He may be contacted via email at tderlitz@juno.com.
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NEW MIDTOWN DIRECT SERVICE FROM
MONTCLAIR HEIGHTS
by Randy Glucksman
As it turned out, the last inbound and outbound runs on the Boonton (actually Greenwood Lake Branch) were so low-key that
they could be classified as “no-key.” Steve
Lofthouse and I drove to the Montclair
Heights station in plenty of time to ride Train
#1036 (7:27 PM), which should have been
the “last” inbound train. An email that circulated the previous day mentioned that this
train would be the second train to operate
over the new connection. What we learned
after arriving there was that after the departure of Train #1074, that the final two trains of
the day, #1032 and 1036, were replaced by
Decamp buses. As we passed the connection site, we did notice a work train and maintenance of way equipment. Member Jack
May (who presented the show at the September meeting) and member Bob Underwood planned to ride #1032, but also found a
bus, which picked up passengers at Upper
Montclair and Walnut Street, before proceeding to Broad Street, Newark. Jack and Bob
(as I learned later), as well as Steve and I,
got off at Glen Ridge, and rode the Montclair
Branch into Hoboken.
Train #1015 (11:15 PM Hoboken/Lake Hopatcong) departed without ceremony. There
were no announcements, whistle blasts, mementos, or any NJ Transit officials, and it can
safely be said that “this train passed quietly
into the night.” Aboard were Division members Jack May and Bruce Russell (and of
course myself), as well as representatives of
NJ-ARP and the Lackawanna Coalition.
Members Gary and Andrew Grahl were track1

side at Benson Street, photographing the sixcar train of Comet Is, which by the way, was
filthy with litter. Only one car, former SnackBar car 1603, was being used.
A colorful brochure titled Introducing Midtown Direct Montclair – The MontclairBoonton Connection was issued. Besides
describing the new service, it contains detailed maps showing the streets and highways that serve each station. There are
maps for what is called the Eastern Essex
Region, Montclair Region, Southern Passaic/
Eastern Morris Region, Northern Morris Region, and Northwest Region, plus a map of
the entire area. On one page, there is a history of the “Connection,” which was first proposed by the Regional Plan Association in
1929. One page was dedicated to “Stations
No Longer In Use,” and there is a paragraph
that explains that NJ Transit provided each
affected town with a 20-seat minibus and
funding to maintain and operate the bus for
five years as part of its Rail Service Shuttle
Program.
Earlier in the day, member Larry Kiss rode
Train #1030 (8:48 AM Montclair Heights) at
Benson Street, which was the last train
scheduled to stop there. Freight service will
continue to Forest Hill, where there is a junction with the Orange Branch that shares part
of its right-of-way with the Newark City Subway, and for now, there is still one customer.
Larry prepared the following table listing the
stations on the Greenwood Lake Branch and
the year in which those stations were closed.
(Continued on page 13)
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BROADWAY LINE
by Bernard Linder
Owners:

STREET CARS

1885
November, 1895
April 13, 1900
January 18, 1908
January 1, 1912
July 7, 1942

42nd Street, Manhattanville & St. Nicholas Avenue Railway Company
Third Avenue Railroad Company
Metropolitan Street Railway Company
Third Avenue Railroad Company
Third Avenue Railway Company
Third Avenue Transit Corporation

December 15, 1946
December 17, 1956
March 23, 1962

Surface Transportation Corporation
Surface Transit, Incorporated
Manhattan & Bronx Surface Transit Operating Authority

BUSES

Route:

STREET CARS
April, 1885

Street Railway Journal reports that horse cars were running from Grand Central to W.
72nd Street and Broadway. Track was laid as for north as W. 110th Street. The company
expected to extend its road to Manhattanville in the middle of May
June, 1885
Street Railway Journal states that the company expected to run cars to Manhattanville in
two weeks
December, 1885*
Grand Central to Fort Lee ferry via E. and W. 42nd Street, Seventh Avenue, Broadway, and
Manhattan Street (W. 125th Street)
June, 1886*
Extended to E. 42nd Street and First Avenue
January, 1887*
Extended via First Avenue to E. 34th Street ferry
December 10, 1899
Began electric operation from Fort Lee ferry to W. 71st Street. Horse car shuttles operated
from W. 71st Street to E. 34th Street ferry
December 22, 1899
Extended electric operation to W. 59th Street
June 19, 1900
Electric operation extended to W. 42nd Street and Broadway
November 11, 1900
Electric operation extended to E. 34th Street ferry
1905*
Rerouted and extended to Houston Street and Broadway
1907
Extended to Murray Street in rush hours
February 16, 1908
Discontinued south of E. 42nd Street. Rerouted via E. 42nd Street and First Avenue to E.
34th Street ferry
May 6, 1917
Cars operated from W. 181st Street and Broadway to E. 42nd Street and Fifth Avenue and
from Fort Lee ferry to E. 34th Street ferry
September 30, 1917
Cut back to E. 42nd Street and First Avenue. Shuttles operated from E. 34th Street to E.
42nd Street
October 28, 1917
Discontinued shuttle
November 11, 1917
Rerouted to W. 129th Street and Amsterdam Avenue instead of Fort Lee ferry
March 10, 1919
Cut back to E. 42nd Street and Third Avenue
March 27, 1933
PM rush hour cars shortlined via New York Railway’s tracks to W. 39th Street and Seventh
Avenue
November 11, 1935
Discontinued shortlining to W. 39th Street and Seventh Avenue and extended service to E.
42nd Street and First Avenue
July 19, 1937
Discontinued service between W. 181st Street and W. 129th Street
December 15, 1946
Buses replaced street cars
*Approximate date from Bullinger’s Monitor Guide

BUSES
December 15, 1946
March 11, 1956
March 10, 1957

M-104 buses started operating over the same route as the street cars
One-way on Broadway and Seventh Avenue between W. 42nd and W. 59th Streets
South on Broadway and north on Eighth Avenue between W. 42nd and W. 59th Streets
(Continued on page 3)
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(Continued from page 2)

March 22, 1976
September 11, 1977

During the morning every third bus northbound via Sixth Avenue and W. 59th Street. Discontinued before 1986
Branch on Broadway between W. 125th and W. 138th Streets. We do not know when it was
discontinued
center section, and building new platforms at each end.
Cars 102-150 were originally short 1600-series convertibles, while 151-155 and 157-200 were rebuilt from
longer 100-series single-truck convertibles. Cars 101,
156, and 301-400 were built in the company’s shops;
the latter were built of mild steel. Cars 551-625, the only
center-exit cars ever operated by the company, were
nicknamed Huffliners in honor of Slaughter W. Huff,
who had been Third Avenue’s President since 1918 and
who was in favor of retaining trolley cars. A detailed description of the cars was published in the September,
1986 Headlights.
Before building the Huffliners, the company ordered
one aluminum car, 551, from Brill and built one high
tensile steel alloy car, 601. After comparing the bodies
on a cost-weight basis, the company decided to build 24
more steel alloy cars, 602-625. Meanwhile, the Aluminum Company’s engineers were able to design a lighter
aluminum alloy car body. The company built aluminum
alloy cars 552-600. Car 551 was the odd car; the center
doors were opposite each other. The other Huffliners’
center doors were staggered.
All of the homemade cars were equipped with reconditioned motors. Old 600-volt motors were rewound to
300 volts. Armature turns were reduce to increase the
rating from 25 HP to 38 HP. With four motors, each Huffliner could accelerate at 4 miles per hour per second
and reach 38 miles per hour on level track.
It is believed that the trucks used on homemade cars
were salvaged from scrapped cars or bought from scrap
dealers. On most cars 39-E trucks with one motor were
rebuilt to 77-E trucks with a motor on each axle.

SIGNS
Checking the transfers, we find that the Broadway line
was designated as line #2. This number was never displayed on the street cars. In 1936, a large metal sign
with “Broadway” on the bottom and a large “B” above it
was hung on the dash. In 1941, the large “B” and the
route name were painted on the dash of 180-190 and
551-625.

ONE-MAN CARS
Effective June 7, 1925, night cars were operated by
one man. Starting November 2, 1930, passengers entered through the front door instead of the rear door and
deposited their nickels in a farebox near the Motorman.
The Conductor operated the rear exit door until a
treadle was installed. On June 10, 1931, all cars operating on this line were equipped with treadles and the
Conductor was no longer needed.

ALTERATIONS TO CARS
Many years ago, Walter Ench informed us that the
company replaced the hand-operated doors on the
Broadway cars with air-operated four-part folding front
and rear doors in 1925. Four years later, the city asked
the company to load and unload from the center islands
between W. 59th Street and W. 120th Street. The company complied by installing dual door controls at the
Motorman’s and Conductor’s stations. But the cars were
converted to one-man and the dual door controls were
removed before the city modified the islands. The Motorman was able to energize the treadle near the center
door on the left side of the Huffliners, but he never did.

NEW AND REBUILT CARS
During the Depression, the company did not have
enough money to replace its aging equipment. Therefore, it decided to rebuild and lengthen its small singletruck convertibles. The company’s June 30, 1935 annual report reveals that it cost only $6,000 to produce a
modern lengthened car by using reconditioned motors
and trucks bought at scrap prices. The old wooden cars
were scrapped because it would have cost $1,000$1,500 per car to rebuild them.
The 100-series cars were rebuilt from single-truck
convertibles by cutting the body in half, adding a new

BUS CONVERSION CEREMONIES
On December 14 before midnight and December 15,
1946 shortly after midnight, four cars with 200 passengers, including Third Avenue’s President McQuiston,
city officials, and stage and movie stars, rode from W.
42nd Street and Fifth Avenue to Times Square. Janis
Paige, movie actress, broke a bottle of champagne over
a new bus and christened it “Miss Times Square,” after
which the bus led the procession to Columbus Circle
and back to Times Square.
(Continued on page 4)
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CAR ASSIGNMENT, 1931-1946
DATE

CARS

DATE

CARS

May, 1931

1030-1125

January, 1937

101-200, 360-390

July, 1932

1006-1125

June, 1937

May, 1933

950-966, 995-1125

From September, 1937 to March, 1939, the number of
Huffliners (551-625) increased while the number of
100– and 300-series cars were decreased.

August, 1933

943-966, 995-1125

March, 1939

101-200, 316-320, 334340 (A), 360-390 (A)

551-625, 169-200 (A),
626-640 (B)

March, 1934

943-966 (A), 995-1005 (A), September, 1939
1006-1125

551-625, 180-200 (A)

June, 1934

948-966 (A), 995-1005 (A), May, 1941
1006-1125

551-625, 184-200 (A)

The first rebuilt car, 131, was placed in service on November 26, 1934. During the next 16 months, the number of 100-series cars increased while 1006-1125 were
taken out of service.

June, 1945

551-625, 181-190 (A)

March 22, 1936

March, 1946

551-625, 182-195 (A)

September, 1936

101-184, 200
101-200

(A) Occasionally
(B) 626-640 occasionally February and March 1939

R-143 UPDATE
By George Chiasson
Brighton Beach, relay on the leads north of Ocean
Parkway, then cross back to the southbound express
track south of Brighton Beach. q trains usually hold at
the crossovers north of Brighton Beach for an inbound
Q train, then relay at the south platform. They can also
cross back on the yard leads toward Ocean Parkway if
required. When observed on October 4, the terminal at
Stillwell Avenue was in advanced stage of demolition,
but for the West End (westerly) platforms. Engineering
forces were also observed at Neptune Avenue (F) and
W. 8th Street (F, Q), where ancillary improvements are
likely during the closure.
The second group of R-40Ms transferred from East
New York to Coney Island on August 22, as corrected,
was 4466/4467 and 4470-4477. Since that time, the
mixing of R-40Ms and R-42s (both Morrison-Knudsen
and Coney Island) has been discontinued on J/Z, L,
and M with few exceptions. However, it remains common for the two types of R-42s to be mixed in trains.

Through October 9, 2002 R-143s 8213-8228 entered
L service, for a total of 112 cars. As of the same date,
cars 8229-8236 had arrived on NYCT property.
With the September 8 schedule changes, 4-car units
of R-143s were introduced on weekend M OPTO service between Myrtle Avenue and Metropolitan Avenue.
For this purpose, the following 32 were modified with
Automated Announcement System software for M and
are the only ones which are assigned to this duty: 81098116, 8133-8140, 8149-8156, 8165-8172. Unlike the
standard R-40M or R-42 trains used on weeknights,
Train Operators cannot leave the doors open on both
sides while changing positions. This can force passengers switching from Manhattan-bound J trains to
Queens-bound M shuttles to change platforms.
Amplifying the changes that occurred with the new
September 8 schedules, F trains operated in alternating short-turn service to Kings Highway during rush
hours do run light via the center track through Avenue U
and Avenue X when putting in or laying up at Coney
Island Yard. Q trains use the southbound platform at

(Continued on page 17)
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TECH TALK
by Jeffrey Erlitz
vice on the West End Line, this interlocking can only be
controlled from the new maintainer’s control panel in the
new relay room located in Canarsie Yard. During the
first five phases of this cut-in, tower operators were required at both the relay room and the existing tower.
The 30+-year-old control panel at Rockaway Parkway
was removed from service during the fifth phase. This
homemade control panel was placed in service after a
fire destroyed the original station and tower in the
1960s. The interlockings at Rockaway Parkway (and E.
105th Street) were notable in that they were the last mechanical interlockings on the subway/elevated system.
In other Canarsie Line news, all of the track panels
have been installed for the new northbound Track P2
south of the Atlantic Avenue station. Only the actual
connection into the existing northbound track north of
Sutter Avenue remains to be done on this segment.
North of the Atlantic Avenue station, the new
northbound track has now been installed on new steelwork placed over the original steelwork. The canopy
over the old center platform at Atlantic Avenue has been
removed.
Over on the Nassau Street Line, starting on October 7
Track J4 is now out of service from north of the Bowery
station to the switch north of Canal Street. This is temporary during the reconfiguration of this line under contract C-34572-R.
From October 12 to November 2, the temporary
southbound platform at Howard Beach on the Rockaway Line was dismantled. A photo taken on this platform was coincidentally included in last month’s Bulletin.
Last month, I mentioned that only one bid was received for the Concourse Line signal contract, S-32308R. This bid was from Halmar Builders of Mount Vernon
for $183 million, which was a little more than the estimates. Negotiations are underway with the firm to discuss pricing.
The design work on the second phase of the signal
modernization of the Flushing Line was completed on
July 17. In light of the fact that the Concourse Line received only one bid, this contract (S-32704) is going to
be split into parts. Hopefully, this will make this contract
more attractive to potential bidders. The procurement of
the signal equipment will be split from the installation
work. This is how almost all signal contracts were done
from the 1930s to the 1950s. In addition, to attract more
installers, the installation of equipment may separated
into different contracts. Stay tuned.
The facing point crossover from the lower level track
at 42nd Street (Track D3, Eighth Avenue Line) to the
southbound local Track D1 north of 34th Street station

There has been a lot of work going on around the subway system this fall. Work is progressing on the West
End Line signal contract, S-32344. The interlocking at
Bay 50th Street was placed in service over the course of
six weekends, as follows:
DATE
SIGNALS/SWITCHES PLACED IN SERVICE
October 5-7 Tracks D14 and D15 (the yard leads) from diamond
crossover to Coney Island Yard
October 12- Remainder of Track D15 and Track D2 from the station
15
north
October 19- Track D3-4 north of the station
21
October 26- Track D1 north of the station
28
November 2- Tracks D1 and D3-4 south of the station
4
November 9- Track D2 and remainder of Track D14 south of the station
11

Since the new master control panel at 38th Street Yard
is still not in service, Bay 50th Street (like 62nd Street and
Bay Parkway) will need to be operated from within its
relay room using the maintainer’s control panel. Ninth
Avenue and Fifth Avenue Interlockings are now the only
locations left to be done.
Not to be outdone, the first signal cut-in under the Canarsie Line CBTC project (contract S-32701) is also
taking place this autumn. You may recall that, unlike
traditional signal systems where the automatic signals
are placed in service before the interlockings, under this
project the interlockings are being placed in service
first.
In the September, 2000 Bulletin, I listed the order in
which the interlockings on the Canarsie Line were expected to be placed into service. In that list, Rockaway
Parkway was scheduled to be last. It turns out that this
interlocking is now the first to be done. It was placed in
service over seven weekends, as follows:
DATE

SIGNALS/SWITCHES PLACED IN SERVICE

October 11- Diamond crossover at Rockaway Parkway; remove trail14
ing point crossover south of E. 105th Street; new signals
in Rockaway Parkway station
October 18- Relocate remaining facing point crossover south of E.
21
105th Street closer to platform
October 25- Install half of new diamond crossover on yard lead Track
28
Y1
November 1- Install remainder of new diamond crossover on Track P2
4
November 8- Most of the new signals from north of Rockaway Parkway
11
to north of E. 105th Street
November Remove single trailing point crossover from yard to
15-18
northbound Track P2
November Two signals on Track P2 south of E. 105th Street
22-25

Like the interlockings that were recently placed in ser-

(Continued on page 19)
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Commuter and Transit Notes

by Randy Glucksman

peak service.
Apparently, the introduction of speedier ferries has
worked. Metro-North reported that ridership on the
Haverstraw-Ossining Ferry has nearly doubled from its
previous daily average of 176 per day to an average of
364. Other factors that have helped are the later schedules, and advertising such as the flyer that arrived with
my EZ-Pass statement.
Armed with state and local grants totaling $1 million,
Stratford town officials are hoping that Metro-North will
kick in another $500,000. These funds will be used to
upgrade the rail station by adding much-needed parking
spaces, doubling the size of the platforms so that eight
cars can be accommodated, and providing additional
capacity on the platforms. Other work that would be
done includes new traffic lights and sidewalks. Thanks
to member David A. Cohen for the report.
Connecticut Department of Transportation
Returning from a trip to the Shore Line Trolley Museum (see below), I stopped in New Haven to have a
look at the State Street station that opened this past
June. As there is only weekday service, and it was a
Saturday, a gate blocked access to the station. The railroad is below street level, and so is this station, which
consists of an island platform, served only by Tracks 4
and 6.
MTA Metro-North Railroad (West)
Something occurred that caused Metro-North to
change its decision on which company will build the two
locomotives for West of Hudson service. In the September Bulletin, I wrote that MotivePower, Incorporated
would receive the award, and now it is Norfolk Southern
that got the job. Metro-North had requested bids on two
new or remanufactured diesel-electric locomotives. After
evaluating the proposals, it was decided to purchase
equipment that was compatible with what was already
operating, so two F-40-PH-2 locomotives have been
ordered. Possibly reflecting market conditions of a glut
of such units and the economy, the cost of the locomotives ($3,167,404) is $370,000 lower than the two engines that were purchased in 1999.
For the first time since Liberty Weekend (July 4-6,
1986) there was a passenger train operating over the
Pascack Valley Line on a Sunday. It was not a scheduled train, but a Special, operated to raise money for
seven non-profit groups in Rockland County. Tickets
were sold for $50 (adult) or $30 (child). I went over to
have a look, and found a five-car train of Comet I cars
at the Pearl River station, with GP-40-PH-2 4190 awaiting the scheduled 1 PM departure. Passengers rode to
Hoboken where they boarded a NY Waterway boat for a

Metropolitan Transportation Authority
More than three decades have passed since the MTA
was established, and with the exception of a few
agency renamings, it has remained largely unchanged.
On October 9, Chairman Peter Kalikow announced that
he would be seeking approval from Albany to restructure the Authority. Under his plan, Metro-North and the
Long Island Railroad would become one entity – MTA
Railroad (after an immediate public backlash, the MTA
backed off and said that at least the LIRR probably
would keep its name), while the subway and the Staten
Island Railway would become MTA Subway. Permission
would be sought to acquire four private bus operators,
Green Bus Lines, Jamaica Buses, Queens Surface, and
Triboro Coach. These, along with MSBA and NYC Surface and MABSTOA, would form MTA Bus. MTA
Bridges & Tunnels would remain unchanged, but a new
division, MTA Capital, would be created to oversee all
capital construction work. One of the goals is to make
transportation in the region “seamless” and another is to
reduce some of the bureaucracy and duplication of
functions within each agency. The enabling legislation
was to be submitted before the end of this year. The
Chairman indicated that at some point there would be
some reduction in the number of employees.
MTA Metro-North Railroad (East)
New timetables under General Order No. 206 were
issued as of 2:01 AM October 27, coinciding with the
return to Standard Time. They will remain in effect
through April 5, 2003, when we change the clocks back.
There were no Hudson Line changes. On the Harlem
Line, two Saturday trains have been added between
Brewster North and Grand Central Terminal to provide
half-hourly service inbound between 9:34 and 11:34 AM
and outbound from 4:48 to 6:48 PM. Schedules were
adjusted for the evening Wassaic service to provide
better connections. Up to eight minutes that had been
added due to construction projects have been removed
from the running times of those trains. Schedules for
three Danbury Branch trains were changed to provide
better connections. Due to customer requests for earlier
service at Fordham, Train #1303 (5:00 AM Stamford)
now stops there.
Special Holiday schedules will be issued again for
Thanksgiving weekend and the Christmas/New Year’s
Eve/Day periods. Beginning in late October, though the
end of the year, the New Haven will offer its usual Saturday Shopper’s Specials. Additional morning inbound offpeak service will also be scheduled. Saturday schedules will be in effect on Martin Luther King Day (January
20) and Presidents Day (February 17). On St. Patrick’s
Day (March 17), there will be additional inbound off-

(Continued on page 9)
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county. NJ-ARP members attending the annual meeting
got a chance to inspect the car. County transit officials
would like to use this type of vehicle on what they call
the “Bergen Regional Network.” The network consists of
the existing rail lines, Bergen, Main, Pascack Valley plus
the New York, Susquehanna & Western (recently deferred from consideration by NJ Transit), a future
HBLRT extension from the present northern terminus at
the Vince Lombardi Park & Ride, and a restored Northern Branch service to Tenafly.
The Montclair Connection opened as scheduled on
September 30. Please see my report elsewhere in this
issue.
Because of additional service, the Newark City Subway got new timetables effective October 5. During middays all cars now operate to Grove Street, and headways on the section beyond Branch Brook Park, which
had ranged from 9 to 13 minutes, are now standardized
at 7 minutes during peak and midday periods.
With HBLRT’s arrival in Hoboken, a new timetable
was issued on September 30. On the same day, NJ
Transit held its Try Transit Festival. As I was unable to
attend, I asked Alan Kramer, who told me that he would
be going, to give me a report. He reported that there
were not any large crowds, nor were there significant
numbers of vendors selling railroad-type items. NJ Transit showed off examples of its newest equipment – ALP46 4610 and Comet V coach 6513. There were a few
other private coaches and locomotives as well. PCC 10
was in the Plaza; a trolley pole replaced the pantograph
that it carried during its last years of service. PATH was
represented by PA-4 cars 846 and 850, and locomotive
L-1. In response for my request for members to send
reports of the Festival, member Bob Underwood responded with the following:
Track 3 – Hi-rail station wagon and work equipment
Track 4 – Round-end observation Pullman “Hickory
Creek” with 20th Century Limited drumhead
Track 5 – Observation L&N 364 “Ohio River,” NJ RR’s
“Alex DeCroce, Lackawanna caboose 896, M&E 22
(John Fiorilla) M&E 18
Track 6 – NJT 4610 (ALP-46), 4213 & 4218 (GP-40PH-2B), Metro-North 4190 (GP-40-PH-2)
Track 7 – Alstom 6513 – open for visitors - nice seats
and BIG windows
Bob had some criticism for the HBLRT operation: although the rides were free all day, there were no signs
on the TVMs to alert would-be riders of that fact. He
also found that a portion of the walkway to ferry/train
terminal affords no protection to passengers.
Port Authority of New York and New Jersey
During AirTrain testing on September 27, a three-car
train derailed, causing critical injuries to the operator, a
Bombardier employee. Initially the Transportation Safety
Board declined to investigate the accident because the
system is still in the construction/testing phase but with
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(Continued from page 8)

two-hour tour, then returned to Pearl River. NJ Transit
and NY Waterway provided their crews and equipment
at no charge.
MTA Long Island Rail Road
A Port Jefferson timetable dated September 29 was
issued.
NJ Transit
Executive Director George D. Warrington made an
announcement that was long awaited: that Secaucus
Transfer would open for weekends starting next Labor
Day. NJ Transit believes that using this approach any
“bugs” that arise can be worked out, and at the same
time Warrington promised that the entire project would
be in service before the end of 2003, in conjunction with
the restoration of PATH service to lower Manhattan.
Other projects that must be completed are the Morrisville, Pennsylvania storage yard, Main/Bergen Connector, and the New County Road Bridge projects. The
groundbreaking ceremony for this project was held on
May 30, 1995, and at the time I wrote (July, 1995 Bulletin) that Secaucus Transfer was to open in 2002. And,
that might have occurred, except for with the September
11, 2001 attacks, PATH’s line to the World Trade Center
was lost, and all of the seats that were expected to be
available for transferring commuters, vanished, as riders
stayed on the trains and are riding into Penn Station.
When construction began, the cost of the project was
$450 million. That has now grown to $550 million.
In advance of the September 23 opening of NJ Transit’s 50,000 square foot “terminal within a terminal” at
Penn Station, New York, a color brochure was issued. It
contained a schematic plan of what was built, and
showed all of the connections to Tracks 1-12. During
the first afternoon rush I went over to have a look. (I had
been in it during the summer while construction was still
going on.) What I found was a magnificent facility, with
no crowds at the ticket windows, TVMs that worked, and
a good distribution of passengers waiting for the track
assignments to pop up on the video monitors. Unfortunately, the air conditioning was not working, and there
were a number of large fans placed strategically to attempt to circulate some air.
NJ Transit announced that it will back a study to build
a second rail tunnel under the Hudson River. This has
been proposed for many years, and is a key recommendation by Access to the Region’s Core. If built, 21 additional train slots would be created in the peak. To get
things moving, NJ Transit’s Board of Directors voted to
spend $4.9 million on an environmental impact study
(DEIS), which is expected to be completed during the
Winter, 2004/2005.
Colorado Railcar Company brought its DMU to Bergen
County during October 10-14, to provide some test runs
and display the car at several locations around the

(Continued on page 10)
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the death of the operator several hours later, the board
reversed itself. A news photo showed that car 102 was
the car involved. Preliminary findings pointed to the
16,000 pounds of concrete ballast (used to simulate a
carload of passengers) that shifted as the train rounded
a curve near Federal Circle crushing the 23-year-old
operator. Investigators also reported that the train was
operating at between 55-58 mph at the time of the
crash. There are no cabs in these cars as they are to be
unmanned; however, there is a console at each end of
the car, which can be manually operated, and that was
being done at the time. The structure received extensive damage, and the system, which was to have partial
service the end of this year, will be delayed for many
months.
Amtrak
For the historic special session of Congress, held in
New York City on September 6, many members traveled aboard a special Amtrak train. Thanks to Weekly
Rail Recap for the report.
Amtrak presented its $1.2 billion 2003 budget to Congress, and it calls for more personnel cuts and an eventual end to state-subsidized (403B) trains unless the
states agree to pay all of the costs associated with
those trains. States would have two years to transition
to this, and you can determine which trains would be
affected by checking the notes in the Amtrak timetables.
Also at risk are Amtrak’s freight trains and track improvements on the Northeast Corridor. President David
Gunn said that repair of more than 100 wrecked passenger cars would continue however.
In September, the United States Senate approved Amtrak’s requested $1.2 billion appropriation, but House
Republicans were holding up their version of this bill,
due to their insistence that it include a provision that
would limit losses on any train to $200 a person. In response, Amtrak threatened elimination of six trains that
met the criteria. They are the Pennsylvanian, Three Rivers, Southwest Chief, Sunset Limited, Kentucky Cardinal, and Texas Eagle. The New York Times
(September 30) supported Amtrak in an editorial labeled
“Keep the Trains Running.” It began with, “It’s time for
Congress and the Bush Administration to stop playing
games with Amtrak’s future.” The editorial ended with,
“Instead of squabbling over how much spare change
can keep Amtrak hobbling on from month to month,
Congress must ensure adequate financing for at least
two years while it focuses on developing a serious,
long-term plan that includes the building of new highspeed corridors. Passenger rail remains crucial to the
nation’s future transportation needs.”
A ceremony was held on October 8 with Governor
George Pataki, Mayor Michael Bloomberg, former
Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan, and other dignitaries,
10

to announce that a deal had been struck to purchase
the James A. Farley Post Office Building and turn it into
a train hub. The State of New York will buy the building
for $230 million and the Port Authority will provide the
additional funding to complete the project.
Plans are already in the works to extend the popular
Downeaster service about 133 miles, to Bangor, Maine
within the next four to six years. Now, some rail supporters are urging Maine’s DOT to include rail service to the
central part of the state in its 20-year master plan.
According to the Empire State Passengers Association’s ESPA Express, the first of the rebuilt RTG III Turboliners was to be in service by now. Successful runs
were made between upstate and Penn Station, and everything checked out.
From Cinders: It appears that June 12 was the last
day that F-40s ran in Amtrak service, when 271 and 280
handled Train #294 (Ethan Allen) from Rutland to Albany. F-40s are not extinct yet, some remain available
for emergency use, and some been leased out to other
railroads such as the MBTA and CSX, to name just two.
Six Clocker cars remain in the service for which they
are named: 7005, 7602, 7606, 7609, 7617, and 7623.
7608 is also thought to be active.
Museums
Two days of much-needed rain ended just in time, and
the weather was spectacular for Shore Line’s annual
Autumn in New York celebrations. Attendees were not
to be disappointed. As soon as my car was parked behind the Sprague building, BRT 4573 was waiting to
transport us to the Car Barn Area, where we transferred
to the high-level platform for the subway trains, at the
“Avenue L” station. The first trip to Short Beach was
made aboard IRT 6688, which was followed by switching to TARS 629. While we were at Short Beach, Shore
Line’s crew made a few car moves and our next trip
was aboard IND 1689, which was once again “married”
to IRT 5466. Personally, the highlight of all these trips
was my last one, using IRT car “G” (recently returned
from its sojourn at the NYC Transit Museum) and its
“mate” for the day, BMT 1227, as it was the first time
that I got to ride in either car. BMT PCC 1001and TARS
316 made appearances, and in close proximity were
BMT “AB” 2775 and SIRT 388. It’s pretty amazing that
the aforementioned cars have a lot of years under their
belt. The oldest, Car ”G,” built in 1878, is 124 years old.
It is followed by 316 (1896), 1227 (1903), 4573 (1906),
5466 (1924), 1001 (1936), 629 (1939), 1689 (1940),
and the “baby,” 6688 (1955).
Miscellaneous
Imagine seeing this ad in a current transportation
magazine” “Antique, standard gauge, ‘Narragansett’
style, 13 open bench, double-truck, double-ended trolley. The car measures 40 feet long, 8 feet wide, 11 feet
high. It is equipped with four Westinghouse traction motors (one per axle). The car operates off 600 volts DC.”
(Continued on page 11)
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This unusual ad appeared in this October’s Bus Ride
(www.busride.com) magazine, and is being offered for
sale by the Community Redevelopment Agency of the
City of Orlando, Florida. From the photo in the ad the
(yellow) car has the following lettering on its headboard:
INLET VENTNOR LONGPORT. Does any member
know who the original owner of this car was?
Other Transit Systems
Boston, Massachusetts
There were several news stories in the Boston Globe
about MBTA commuters who revealed that they rarely
had their tickets checked by train crews. In the following
days there were news reports from both sides, each
defending its position. Management claimed that 83% of
its trains operated with less than the required number of
crewmembers for 14 of 32 weeks last year. The Union
defended its members by reporting that trains are overcrowded and/or understaffed, and cited the need to
close doors between stations and get onto the platforms
(all functions that train crews are expected to perform).
There were also examples of non-fare collections taking
place on the subways and buses as well. Thanks to
member Todd Glickman for the report.
Member Philip Andrade sent in what I hope is the final
word about the Orange Line relocation (September and
October Bulletins). Here is his report: “The southern
portion of the line now parallels Amtrak's Northeast Corridor, the former New Haven line which passes through
Attleboro before Providence. (Stoughton is not on this
line, but on a branch that goes to Taunton from Canton
Junction.) The northern portion of the Orange Line, that
used to go to Everett, now runs to Malden, paralleling
the former Boston and Maine line to Reading and Haverhill.”
Washington, D.C. area
Virginia Railway Express has leased a third set of
Sounder Bombardier bi-level cars from Seattle, and
placed them in service on Trains #330/327/336/337, as
of September 9.
Orange Line trains were increased from four to six
cars after WMATA transferred some of its new CAF
5000-series cars from the Green Line. Thanks to member Steve Erlitz for the report.
South Florida
With interest in creating a regional transportation
agency gathering steam, Tri-Rail would like to purchase
the Florida East Coast’s 80-mile line that parallels US 1
and Dixie Highway between Jupiter and Miami. The
tracks are not for sale, but transportation officials will
develop a plan whereby they will be able to purchase or
lease these tracks. FEC officials have stated that they
are not interested in jeopardizing their freight business
for passenger service. Thanks to member Joe Gagne
for the article from the South Florida Sun-Sentinel.
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Tri-Rail ridership has exceeded 10,000 per day, and
that figure does not include the “snowbirds,” who have
not returned in force yet, according to a report from
member Karl Groh.
Chicago, Illinois
METRA operates eleven lines within the State of Illinois, including one that extends to Kenosha, Wisconsin,
plus it contributes 18% to the South Shore operation to
South Bend, Indiana. Prior to my four-day visit, I had
only ridden the South Shore Line, which is under the
jurisdiction of the Northern Indiana Commuter District
(NICTD). Armed with an updated set of timetables
(courtesy of member Jim Beeler), I laid out a plan to
ride as many of the lines as possible, and over a 3½
day period was able to ride all but one, the Chicago &
Northwestern Line to Harvard. I began with METRA
Electric’s three branches: Blue Island, University Park,
and South Chicago, by riding all of them. At one time
most of the diesel lines operated to further destinations
when they were owned by railroads such as the Chicago & North Western; Gulf, Mobile & Ohio; Illinois Central; Milwaukee Road; Norfolk Southern; Rock Island;
Santa Fe; and Wabash. In the future, trains may once
again roll over some of these tracks. Amtrak trains also
run over some of these lines. I also took along my copy
of Chicago’s Commuter Railroads – A Guide to the
METRA System by the late Richard Kunz, published by
Andover Publications in 1992. This was an invaluable
resource while traveling through these unfamiliar territories. The book however, was published prior to the commencement of service on the North Central Line to Antioch, August 19, 1996.
Some statistics: Total mileage ridden exceeded 500
miles on 23 trains. (I rode both the Beverly Suburban
Branch and Main Line of the Rock Island District Joliet
Line between Gresham and Blue Island.) In order to
maximize my time, it was advantageous to use a taxi
service to get from the Grays Lake station (Milwaukee
North), Fox Lake Line to Prairie Crossing (North Central
Line) – cost was $6.75 plus tip. By doing this, I avoided
having to ride all the way back into Chicago. Although
METRA operates bus service outside of Chicago, I was
not able to ride the line between Geneva and Elgin because the last bus departed prior to my arrival time.
Greyhound ($7.75) was the link I used to get to
Kenosha, as there is limited service to that city and riding the only morning train would have given me three
hours until the trolleys began operating (see below).
METRA trains operate out of four terminals: La Salle
Street – Former Rock Island Joliet District Line; Ogilvie
Transportation Center – Chicago & North Western –
Geneva, Harvard and Kenosha Lines; Randolph Street
Station – METRA Electric and South Shore and Union
Station – Burlington-Northern to Aurora, Illinois-Central
(GM&O) to Joliet, Milwaukee Road to Elgin and Fox
Lake, North Central to Antioch, Norfolk Southern (ex(Continued on page 12)
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Wabash) to Orland Park. Amtrak trains also use Union
Station.
Push-pull trains using bi-level gallery cars in varying
lengths are used on all diesel lines, and bi-level EMUs
on METRA Electric. Although the transit agency has
taken delivery of new cars which are ADA-compliant,
there are still some cars which date from the early
1950s. The weather was extremely hot and humid during the first two days, but the air conditioning worked
well on all cars, even the older ones. All METRA cars
feature comfortable 2-2 seating, on the lower level with
seats that can be and are “flipped” in the direction of
travel by train crews. Above, there are single seats,
many of which also flip, and depending on the type of
car, there are some fold-down seats on this level. Onboard train announcements are made using a recently
installed GPS. For those who are in the Chicago on
weekends, there is a real bargain to be had, as METRA
sells a $5 pass that is good on all lines except for the
South Shore. As the Kunz book suggested, I purchased
a 10-ride Zone H ticket, paid the differential to higher
zones, and supplemented it with other tickets as
needed.
On a number of lines, including the Rock Island District, trains run “wrong-rail” in the evening peak because, as one of the crew members explained it, the
platforms are longer on the Chicago-bound side. Trains
operating on METRA Electric display the train number
on the ends of the train. Because Chicago has so many
different rail lines, it is inevitable that they should occasionally cross each other. At many locations, the lines I
rode trains cross these lines at right angles, a phenomenon that is virtually unknown in today’s metropolitan area.
At several of the outer terminals, there were traintheme restaurants, and at the McDonald’s in Union Station, which had a nice display of train signs, photos and
memorabilia, most of the employees wore pinstriped
overalls with matching hats.
I was also able to complete the CTA subway and elevated system by riding the O’Hare (Blue) Line from the
Airport and the Congress Line to Forest Park, as well as
the entire Green Line. Riding in from O’Hare during the
morning rush hour, traffic on parallel I-90 (Kennedy Expressway) was stop-and-go for almost the entire length,
but the train easily sped past the vehicular traffic. A
number of the CTA cars are “wrapped”, but the window
areas were excluded. On-board train announcements
are made via GPS, which also identifies the run number. All cars had American flag decals on the side. I
thought that it was strange, but many of the stations on
the recently rehabilitated Green Line still had wood platforms.
By the end of 2005, METRA expects to almost double
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the level of service it operates on the North Central Line
to Antioch and the N-S Southwest (Orland Park) Line.
Using $225.5 million in Federal funds, double or triple
tracks will be added at selected locations. Several stations will be renovated and four new ones will be built.
New locomotives and cars are already on order. According to the article in the Chicago Sun-Times, by next
April, work should begin to extend the U-P West
(Geneva) Line to Elburn.
Kenosha, Wisconsin
Before visiting Kenosha, I phoned the Transit Office to
confirm that the cars were running weekdays, and they
were. Earlier in the year financial problems forced a cutback in service to just weekends. Car 4609 (Pittsburgh
Railways scheme) was running approximately every 15
minutes. Fares are 25 cents. The mechanic told me that
the cars are riding on former CTA trucks. While I was in
the “Car Barn,” I met member Irwin Davis, a Chicago
resident, who later drove me over to see the former Chicago, North Shore & Milwaukee station, which had recently been a restaurant. We decided that the restaurant was defunct, as there was a collection of mail just
below the mail slot. Outside the station is Milwaukee
Road coach 634. We made several trips around the 1.7mile line, and I went to the METRA station to await Train
#340, the 2:49 PM back to Chicago.
Salt Lake City, Utah
With the handing over of a $185 million check (raised
by the sale of 30-year bonds and some state funds), the
Utah Transit Authority finalized the deal announced earlier this year. UTA purchased portions of the Union Pacific trackage between Salt Lake City and Ogden and
from Salt Lake City to Spanish Fork. Also included are
the Denver & Rio Grande Western route from North Salt
Lake to Roy, the Sugar House rail spur from South Salt
Lake to southeast Salt Lake City, rail from Point of the
Mountain in northern Utah County to Orem, and an
abandoned rail spur from Spanish Fork to Payson. New,
commuter-only track and sidings will be constructed
through those areas. Also included was the Mid Jordan
line, which branches off from UP's main line from Midvale, through West Jordan and into South Jordan line. It
is expected to become a TRAX route. The Sugar House
corridor will be held for a still-to-be-determined transportation use. UTA plans to build by 2007 what could be a
$300 million to $400 million commuter-rail system between the Weber County-Box Elder County line and
Salt Lake City. Environmental studies are under way,
with construction to begin by late 2004. As many as
seven stations could be built between Ogden's Union
Depot and Salt Lake City's Gateway Intermodal center
at 600 West, between 200 South and 400 South. Intermediate stops could be built at Roy, Layton, Clearfield,
Farmington and West Bountiful.
Portland, Oregon
In the first year that the Airport LRT line has been
(Continued on page 13)
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that RTA paid $50,000 for each car, and that Public Service bought the cars for $11,000 apiece in 1952. Upon
delivery of the Breda LRVs, both cars went to the Minnesota Transportation Museum. MTM has restored 3
and given it back its original TCRT colors and number,
322. 27 was sold to the Shore Line (Branford) Trolley
Museum in September, 2001, and is presently undergoing restoration.
15 Years Ago: On November 16, 1987, M-4s began
running on the New Haven Line.
News items and comments concerning this column may be
emailed to NYDnewseditor@aol.com.

Commuter and Transit Notes
(Continued from page 12)

open, ridership has exceeded projections. It had been
anticipated that 2,300 daily riders but it has been drawing about 2,800.
From the History Files
25 Years Ago: On November 14, 1977, Newark PCC
27 left New Jersey atop a flatbed, en route to its new
owners, the Greater Cleveland RTA. It was followed the
next day by 3. Both cars were purchased to replace
RTA (Shaker Heights) wreck-damaged 59 and 65.
Headlights News Journal (January, 1978) reported

was wholly inadequate for the number of passengers
who were riding. Cars were added later in the week.
New timetables were issued effective September 29
for the Main/Bergen, Morris & Essex, Montclair-Boonton
and Pascack Valley Lines. NJ Transit’s Employee Timetable now refers to the Boonton Line as the Montclair
Line, while the public timetable still identifies it as the
Montclair-Boonton Line, I think that it is only a matter of
time before the “Boonton” disappears from the public
timetables as well. All of the new off-peak Montclair Midtown Direct trains will require passengers bound for Hoboken to change at Broad Street, Newark.
Bob Underwood checked over the new timetables and
found that seven eastbound and five westbound trains
that serve stations west of Dover are listed in the M&E,
but not the Montclair-Boonton timetable. These 800series trains, which operate via the Morristown Line,
were listed in the public timetables that were in effect
prior to September 23, and should continue to be listed.
Also, for the first time, there are pages in the M&E public timetable listing Extra Holiday Service trains that operate on Thanksgiving and President’s Days.
An article in the October 6 New York Times reported
that during the first week of service, there were 1,600
daily riders, 1,000 of whom formerly rode to Hoboken.
The other 600 were new riders. NJ transit expects that
number to grow.

New Midtown Direct Service from Montclair Heights
(Continued from page 1)

The mileage is from Jersey City.
MILES
6.8
7.5
7.9
8.5
8.9
9.4
9.8
10.2
10.9

NAME
Arlington
West Arlington
North Newark
Forest Hill
Soho
Belwood Park
Rowe Street (Orchard Street)
Walnut Street
Benson Street (Glen Ridge)

CLOSED
2002
1969
1986
1967
1936
1964
2002
1954
2002

Member Davis Dure visited the “Connection” site on
Saturday morning and found that work had been completed and both tracks had been swung over.
An “interim” schedule was operated during the week
of September 23-27, and the first passenger trains to
actually operate over the Montclair Connection were
#1050 (5:17 AM Mount Olive/Hoboken) and #1031
(7:44 AM Hoboken/Montclair Heights). However, no
train service operated into New York during that week.
One of our members used the service on the first day of
“interim service” found that NJ Transit’s two-car train

MONTCLAIR CONNECTION OPENS AND MIDTOWN DIRECT SERVICE FROM MONTCLAIR BEGINS
by Bruce J. Russell
During the past summer, the final construction on the
double-track connection as well as on the extension of
electrification from Bay Street, the end of the former
Lackawanna Railroad’s Montclair Branch, to Great
Notch on the ex-Erie Railroad’s Boonton Line was finished. During July, testing of the catenary using new
ALP-46 electric locomotives, older ALP-44 models, and

Arrow III multiple-unit cars was done and no major problems materialized.
On August 3, NJ Transit issued its final Boonton Line
timetable prior to the start of Midtown Direct service over
the new connection. At this point, all track work was finished except for the actual switches that would physi-
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cally join the two routes.
After riding the last train, the 11:15 Hoboken/Lake Hopatcong, Jack May and I disembarked at Walnut Street,
while Randy Glucksman continued farther west. I briefly
walked from Walnut Street east to the connection and
NJ Transit crews were fully occupied making the new
track arrangements. Giant floodlights illuminated the
entire area, and a work train consisting of hopper cars
filled with rock ballast as well as a crane was present.
The eastbound connection had already been made and
the connection of the westbound was in progress. I
chose not to remain to witness the actual completion of
the joining of the two lines, which probably took place
between 2 and 5 AM.
On September 21 at approximately 7 AM, I drove to
the connection, hoping to see work still in progress. I
was surprised to discover that all of the construction
personnel and their equipment had vanished. Further,
the job was done. The Boonton Line’s two tracks were
now physically linked with those of the Montclair
Branch. After 73 years of discussions and planning, the
Montclair Connection was a reality.
Midtown Direct service from Great Notch to Penn Station was not slated to begin until Monday, September
30. Instead, the existing Boonton Line schedules would
continue to remain in effect, except that the trains would
operate over the new connection rather than over the
old route via Arlington. In essence, this was the interregnum or transition period. According to the August 3
timetable for the Boonton Line, the first eastbound train
was #1050, originating at Mount Olive at 5:17 AM and
arriving at Walnut Street, Montclair at 6:25 AM. It would
then proceed to Hoboken using the new connection and
the former Lackawanna Montclair Branch. My plan was
to be aboard Train #1050 and ride it only as far as Bay
Street, Montclair, situated at the east side of the connecting trackage. Here I would disembark, having ridden on the first train over the Montclair Connection.
While this train was not scheduled to stop at Bay Street,
I assumed that it would briefly halt to either pick up or
detrain NJ Transit personnel. After having followed the
construction of the Montclair Connection for many
years, I felt it appropriate that I be on the very first train
through it.
I arrived at Walnut Street at 6 AM, and numerous NJ
Transit personnel were on hand to explain to passengers that they would be traveling over a different route
than what they normally used. Most seemed to be
oblivious. At 6:23 the headlight from the cab control car
of Train #1050 appeared, and when the train pulled into
the Walnut Street station I boarded. It consisted of a
locomotive and four coaches, and was surprisingly full
for such an early morning journey. Standing in the vestibule, I looked out the window as we slowly veered right
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onto the eastbound track of the connection rather than
left over the now-freight-only section of the Boonton
Line. It was still dark, but I was able to see enough from
the shining overhead lights. In two minutes we arrived
at the Bay Street station, a new facility with high-level
platforms. As the door slid open from the cab car I was
riding in, I attempted to detrain. A burly Conductor
blocked my path and in an authoritative tone said I
could not get off since Bay Street was not a stop for this
particular train. Somewhat disappointed, I returned to
my seat and traveled all the way to Hoboken. When we
arrived, I noticed this same Conductor and his associate, who stated that to have allowed me to disembark at
Bay Street was against the rules, and that management
personnel were present. I agreed with their actions, and
for a few minutes we reflected upon the fact that we
were on the first train over the Montclair Connection. I
returned to Bay Street on Train #107 departing from
Hoboken at 7:16 AM. What amazed me about my experiences on September 23 was that I was the only person from the railway enthusiasts’ community aboard the
first train over the Montclair Connection!
During the week of September 23-27, Boonton Line
trains adhered to the August 3 schedule, but ran from
Hoboken to Walnut Street over the Montclair Connection. Service over the now-abandoned segment was not
provided by the New York & Greenwood Lake Railway,
which continues its fight to become the designated operator. Its story is a complex one, but NJ Transit will not
permit it to run service until insurance and other requirements are satisfied. Meanwhile, the swing bridge over
the Hackensack River is now permanently in the open
position. An article in the September 25 Star-Ledger
described the life and work of the last operator of this
span, and of how he loved the isolation of his job. He
has since been reassigned to another bridge elsewhere
on the NJ Transit system.
September 30 was heralded as the official inauguration of electrified service from Great Notch over the
Montclair Connection directly to Pennsylvania Station.
NJ Transit issued many press releases and took out
advertisements in numerous papers announcing the
start of Midtown Direct-Montclair. The first timetables
showing the new service were available during the
week of September 23-30. The line has now been rechristened the Montclair-Boonton Line, and shows service from Hackettstown to Hoboken via Broad Street,
Newark. Hourly service throughout the day is offered
from Montclair Heights to Penn Station, even though the
trains originate at Great Notch, where a storage yard
and inspection track are situated. In order to win approval for the Montclair Connection, which involved the
demolition of houses and the relocation of families,
mainly poor and minority, NJ Transit had to greatly modify and expand the scope of its original scheme for the
linkage of the two routes. In the beginning the Montclair
(Continued on page 15)
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Connection was supposed to consist of just one track
and no extension of electrification. Diesel trains, with
their associated noise and smoke, would simply operate
over the Montclair Branch and onto the Boonton Line.
This would allow NJ Transit to eliminate operations over
the Hoboken-Arlington-Rowe Street-Benson Street section. Hard bargaining by Montclair’s Mayor and Town
Council resulted in extension of electrification and inauguration of a direct service into Penn Station not only
during rush hours but throughout the day. The only item
the town lost out on was the provision of service to
Penn Station on weekends. This may come later, depending on passenger counts and continuing demands.
On the weekend of September 28-29, equipment for
Midtown Direct-Montclair began arriving in the new yard
at Great Notch. Trains consisting of new Germanmanufactured ALP-46 electric locomotives and Comet V
coaches traveled via the connection from the Meadows
Maintenance Complex in Kearny to Great Notch. When
I visited the yard on Sunday, September 29, five ALP-46
locomotives and many Comet Vs were present, along
with technicians from Bombardier, the manufacturer. A
total of 29 ALP-46 electric locomotives were purchased
by NJ Transit, along with 200 Comet V coaches, portions of which, including their body sheets, were made
in Brazil. The new locomotives and coaches are supposed to be used throughout the NJ Transit system, but
for Midtown Direct-Montclair they will handle all trains.
Obviously NJ Transit wants to begin its new service with
new rolling stock. The 99-ton ALP-46sare capable of
generating 7,000 horsepower, and will have no difficulty
moving a ten-car train. The older Swedishmanufactured ALP-44s begin to have problems with
more than eight coaches. More and more people are
using the commuter trains of the original Midtown Direct
service via Morristown, and the need for locomotives of
greater pulling power was apparent. On a historical
note, the GG-1 electric locomotives last used by NJ
Transit in 1983 had a horsepower rating of about 4,500.
The new “juice jacks” are obviously a significant improvement.
Jack May and I decided to ride the first Midtown Direct
train from Montclair on Monday, September 30. According to the new Montclair-Boonton Line schedule, it departs from Montclair Heights at 5:40 AM and arrives in
New York’s Penn Station at 6:22 AM, a total travel time
of 42 minutes. We boarded at the Watchung Avenue
station, which, like others along the route, had been
decorated with red, white, and blue bunting. We arrived
at 5:30 AM, and NJ Transit personnel were on hand to
explain the new service to people. Coffee, doughnuts,
and bagels were likewise provided gratis by NJ Transit.
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The Watchung Avenue station is an old Erie Railroad
edifice built at the turn of the last century, and was the
last station on the Boonton Line to have a ticket agent.
While he is no longer there, the waiting room is kept
open for commuters.
Train #6200 arrived about four minutes late, perhaps
because of celebrations at Montclair Heights. The ALP46 pulled, rather than pushed, the seven-car consist, a
departure from the normal practice in which the locomotive pushes eastbound and pulls westbound. As the
“juice jack” pulled into the station, it made little noise.
Jack and I climbed inside of the Comet V coach and
took our seats. Only a few other passengers were present. I purchased a round-trip into New York to see NJ
Transit’s new East End concourse and ticket area,
which opened on September 23. From now on, NJ
Transit riders will not have to share space with Amtrak
passengers in the main waiting area.
I thought the Comet V coaches were very nice, except
for their seats, which were too straight back and generally uncomfortable. On the positive side, they have
much larger windows than their predecessors as well as
the Amfleet cars used by Amtrak.
At Bay Street, decorations were in place for the official
opening celebrations to be held later in the day. As our
electric train moved through the Montclair Connection,
no announcement was made on the PA system that this
was the first Midtown Direct-Montclair train. No firecrackers went off, and the Conductor never mentioned
this fact while issuing our tickets.
At Roseville Avenue, the site of a long-abandoned
station and the junction of the line from Montclair with
the route from Dover via Morristown, two tracks were in
place. During the late 1950s, the Lackawanna Railroad
had simplified the junction by eliminating one track and
using only the eastbound platform. Now, two tracks are
back. The double-track Montclair-Boonton Line merges
with the triple-track main route. Obviously, having more
tracks will reduce the chance of delays.
At noon on September 30, ceremonies were held
marking the official start of the new service. New Jersey
Governor McGreevey and other officials spoke, as did
George Warrington, the head of NJ Transit. Nothing
unexpected was said, and all agreed that the longplanned, long-delayed Montclair Connection was a
positive step in the right direction to make rail commuter
service more attractive. Unfortunately, within the next
few days there were complaints, mainly by riders from
points west of Great Notch and by those whose final
destination is Hoboken rather than Manhattan. Hopefully, their concerns will be addressed within the next
few weeks and appropriate adjustments will be made.
But for many more riders, this improvement was longanticipated and should succeed in making rail the mode
of choice.
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REDBIRD UPDATE
by George Chiasson
R-142/R-142As
Through October 11, 2002, Option R-142s 7051-7070
were delivered. By the same date, Primary R-142s
6801-6805 and Option R-142s 7051-7055 were in service on 5. While there were no further cataclysmic
events to mark the progress of New Technology Train
implementation on the IRT, R-142s 6396-6400 had not
yet returned to passenger service. Use of R-142s assigned to 2 and 5 on each other's lines also continues
to be a common occurrence, though this may be more
the result of service demands than technical glitches.
Since the September 15 changes, R-142s have been
consistently able to cover 100% of the 31-train 2
schedule (310 cars), and the use of R-62As on either 2
or 5 (under any circumstance) discontinued entirely. As
of early October, the expectation is that assignment of
370 R-142s to 5 should be completed by the end of
January, 2003, at which time the remaining Redbirds on
that route would be replaced. 2 is also expected to be
assigned 370 R-142s in the long-term, and the remaining 290 delivered for service on 4 (not 3 as earlier
proposed). This would create the final distribution quantities desired for the 1,030-car acquisition.
By October 1, 2002, Option R-142As 7721-7730 had
arrived, thus completing the delivery phase of the R142A order. The first cars of this type had been delivered to NYCT in December, 1999. Due to continuing
familiarization and technical troubles, the use of R142As on 4 was briefly suspended during the middle
and latter portion of September. The former difficulty
may have been rooted in the intense service levels required of crews and equipment on 4, where outside
intervention was sometimes necessary to program the
Automated Announcement Systems at termini. In the
latter instance, problems sometimes resulted when impatience was exhibited during relatively minor failures of
system electronics, as personnel tried to keep trains
moving. At any rate, the R-142As received a “high
green” starting on September 26, when the fifth train,
composed of cars 7686-7690 and 7706-7710, entered 4
service.
The remainder of 4’s R-142A fleet awakened in short
order, with three trains in use on a single day for the
first time September 30, and a fourth on October 2.
Since then, 3-4 R 142A trains per day has settled in as
the norm, weekends included. The sixth R-142A train
(7711-7720) was in the latter stages of acceptance testing through October 11 and expected be in service
within several days, to be joined by 7721-7730 at the
end of the month or in early November.
Starting in early October, efforts have been made to
strategically fill specific morning rush hour intervals on
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4 and 5 with R-142As and R-142s, respectively. This
would result in a “cluster” of New Technology trains
through the midtown portion of the Lexington Avenue
Line during peak AM commuting time. Hearkening back
to the Joralemon Street incident that occurred on 4 on
August 27, the numbers of the second or “push” R-142A
train should have been 7661-7665 and 7671-7675.
R-62A Changes; R-62 Movement Projected
As hinted above, the R-62A fleet has settled back into
its “normal” routine on 1 and 3 since the September
15 restoration of service to South Ferry, with no additional cars moved to Corona for 7. When it does occur,
the next transfer to Corona is expected to involve a
“round robin” scenario of shifts between 1 and 7, 1
and 3, and 3 and 7 to deliver the proper quantities of
unitized and single cars required for 7 operations.
To date there have been no R-62As reassigned directly from 1 to 7, and it is widely expected that no
significant transfers will occur until the last round of R142 deliveries commences in the early months of 2003.
Projections for Phase III of the IRT’s New Technology
Train implementation plan (the blueprint for allocations
through mid-2003) show an eventual assignment of 55
single R-62As to Jerome. Of these, 20 are anticipated
for use on the S-42nd Street Shuttle—10 and 10
spares—and 35 as extra 10-car trains for 4 (30 and 5
spares). These will combine with the 70 arriving R142As to supplant all Redbirds (originally 90, lately 110)
that have been assigned there for the past decade or
so. Allocation of the last 290 R-142s to 4 will serve to
displace all 315 Kawasaki-built R-62s from their home
of almost 20 years, and they will provide all service on
3 until needs dictate otherwise. In turn this would dislodge the remaining single cars from Livonia (3) for
repositioning to the Flushing Line, and eventually find
all 824 R-62As divided three ways: 365-1, 55-4,and
404-7.
The R-62 fleet's current projected life cycle replacement is the year 2024.
Redbird Notes, Transfers, and Status
Time finally ran out for the last few active pairs of R26s and R-28s on October 7, 2002. These had been
reduced to eight cars for over two months, and were
usually mixed with the 14 surviving R-29s on 5 in rush
hours. First to be retired were actually R-29s
8694/8695, which were idled at E. 180th Street beginning on September 26 and left the group with no spare
cars to make up its two remaining trainsets. On October
3, both trains were observed on 5 at 138th StreetGrand Concourse in the AM, then again at Borough Hall
(Continued on page 17)
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in the PM rush hour. One set had all eight of the active
R-26/28s capped by R-29s 8786/8787, while the other
used the balance of remaining R-29s. Both were on the
road again the following Monday (October 7), but immediately following the PM rush, the last train of R26/28/29s, consisting of N-7819/7818-7846/78477939/7938-7863/7862-8786/8787-S, was broken up
and all eight of the older cars moved to Concourse Yard
for storage. This left 8786/8787 as a spare set to support the final train of R-29s (8708/8709, 8716/8717,
8718/8719, 8740/8741, 8784/8785), which was seen in
rush hour 5 service through at least October 9. It is
unclear how much longer this train will continue to operate.
Retirement of R-33s from 4 started in earnest by
September 19, when the first six cars were confirmed
out of service at 207th Street, to be prepared for reefing.
R-33s 8874/8875 and 9210/9211 were returned to 5 as
of September 17, while 8990/8991 and 8986/8987 have
assumed their place as the fifth and sixth pairs of
mainline R-33s to be assigned to long-term work service.
On October 10, R-33s 8930/8931, 9020/9021,
9084/9085, 9116/9117, and 9182/9183 ran on 2. Since
early August, Redbird 7 consists separated by electri-

Around New York’s Transit System
(Continued from page 20)

transfer privileges were curtailed. Effective October 2,
2002, passengers with MetroCards riding the B-68 bus
between Stillwell Avenue and Brighton Beach were
allowed to make a free transfer to the Q train and an
additional free transfer to any intersecting bus line. In
the reverse direction, passengers transferring from a
bus to the Q train were allowed to make a free transfer
to the B-68 bus.
R-143 Update
(Continued from page 6)

Slant R-40s 4392/4393, forced out of service by a shop
fire in late 2001, have been reactivated while 4260,
which was damaged in a derailment near Ninth Avenue
in 1994, is visible next to Coney Island Shops and appears ready for service. Mate 4261 is presently coupled
to 4258, while 4259 was retired after a collision east of
Ninth Avenue in 1995. R-32s and R-40s were occasionally seen on W during the first week after the September 8 schedule change, with an R-40M train likewise
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cal equipment into Westinghouse (Black) and General
Electric (Yellow) have been the exception rather than
the norm. No doubt this is attributable to the scarcity of
WH cars remaining active. On October 11, there were
just 34 WH World’s Fair and mainline R-36s sprinkled
into the overall Redbird fleet of 274 cars on 7.
Technological oddball R-33S 9337 reappeared at Corona on October 6, hauling the last few cars of its kind
back to 7 for passenger service after they received
long-term SMS work at 207th Street during the summer
hiatus. It and the three other single units remaining at
207th Street (9317, 9329, 9343) have now been out of
passenger service for several months.
Redbird Retirements and Restorations
Taken out of service through October 11, 2002 were:
R-26: 7818/7819, 7846/7847 (second time) off 5
R-28: 7862/7863, 7938/7939 off 5
R-29: 8694/8695 off 5
R-33: 8838/8839, 8848/8849, 8854/8855, 8856/8857,
9220/9221, 9272/9273, 9262/9263, 9270/9271,
9282/9283, 9284/9285 off 4; 8892/8893, 9010/9011,
9038/9039, 9068/9069, 9192/9193, 9200/9201 (second
time) off 5
R-36: 9390/9391, 9450/9451, 9466/9467 (second time),
9530/9531 off 7
Restored to service through October 11, 2002 were:
R-33: 8874/8875, 9210/9211 on 5

Correction
In last month’s issue, member George Chiasson
reported on the Governor’s Special that ran on
September 15 to commemorate the reopening of the
South Ferry Branch. George now reports the train made
its round trip to South Ferry on Sunday morning,
September 15, and not during the opening hours as had
been suggested. R-142s 6556-6560 were the five cars
that opened at South Ferry, but it was not known if five
more were on the tail end.

sighted on September 19. The use of 60-foot cars (R32, R-40, R-40M) on W was assured on weekends by
mid-October, reflecting the route’s extended service to
Astoria. Since the September 8 changes, R-40s have
also shown up a time or two on Q. R-68As have been
most common on W since the Manhattan Bridge closure of July, 2001, but they also show up regularly on
N and Q. Conversely, R-68s are on N and Q, and
also show up on W.
There continue to be subtle revisions to the Subivision
“B” assignment listing to better reflect operational reality.
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TRACK CONSTRUCTION FORECAST FOR NOVEMBER, 2002
IN THE NYC TRANSIT SYSTEM
by David Erlitz
There are lots of juicy tidbits this month in the good old
MTA New York City Transit, oops I forgot, MTA Subway.
Actually, I have no idea yet whether I work for MTA Subway or MTA Capital. More to come. Until then, lets see
what is going on in the system this month.
On the IRT, we have more painting of the 225th Street
Bridge, a couple of concrete pours (Track M2 in the Joralemon Street Tunnel and Track C1 in the Steinway
Tunnel), some punch list work to finish out the 1/9
tunnel restoration, and the Atlantic Avenue and 72nd
Street station rehabilitations.
The IND still has AirTrain, a switch job north of 42nd
Street on the Eighth Avenue Line, tunnel lighting between 145th Street and 168th Street, a 24/7 outage of
Track B4 between Grand Street and BroadwayLafayette (which is not used for normal service anyway), and Lexington Avenue station rehabilitation.
The BMT gets a little complicated. You will notice in
one of the Canarsie line plans hours of work as Friday 8
PM to 10:14 PM. The Atlantic Avenue reconfiguration is
ready to disconnect the temporary Track P2 and connect the permanent Track P2. The 55-hour General Or-

der that we would normally write would not have been
enough time for the workers to give the tracks back by
5:00 AM Monday, so this plan will have some L trains
turn back at Broadway Junction, and the L trains that
go through will terminate at Rockaway Parkway and go
into the yard. Because we usually cannot get bus support before 10 PM, a compromise was worked out under which we could get enough buses to operate in service northbound while the southbound service to Rockaway Parkway was still operating. Then, at 10:15 PM
the normal weekend full shutdown would be in effect.
The weekend plans will probably work both weekends,
but the Friday night plan should only need the first Friday, with the second one being a backup. On the Sea
Beach Line, Track E4 will be out 24/7 for Division of Car
Equipment R-143 testing. Track J3 comes out for the
rest of the year as part of the Nassau Street Loop reconfiguration. All the old favorites are still there — West
End signals, DeKalb Avenue station rehabilitation, Montague Street Tunnel fire lines, Fourth Avenue tunnel
lighting, etc. Don’t eat too much turkey. Enjoy!

DATE(S) TIME LINE(S)
AREA OF WORK
SERVICE ADJUSTMENT(S)
11/16 to Wkend 2/3 Track B2 N/O 72nd Street to S/E S/B local 72nd Street to 42nd Street
11/18
42nd Street
N/B local 72nd Street to 96th Street
Track B3 S/O 72nd Street to N/E
96th Street
11/16 to Wkend 1/Bus Tracks BB1/BBM/BB4 N/E
1 – South Ferry to 215th Street
11/18
225th Street to N/O 215th Street Bus – 215th Street to 242nd Street
11/9 to
Wkend 7/S/ Tracks C1/C2 N/O Times
7 – Main Street to Queensboro Plaza
11/11
Bus Square to S/E Queensboro
S – Operates all weekend
Plaza
Bus – Vernon-Jackson to Queensboro Plaza
7
11/11 to Daily
Track C1 N/E Main Street to
S/B via Track M S/O Main Street, then via
11/15
S/O Willets Point
Track MC-MB to N/O 111th Street
11/9 to
Wkend 2/3/ Track E1 N/E Atlantic Avenue S/B via Track 2 from Atlantic Avenue to S/O
11/11
Franklin Avenue or Utica Avenue
4 Local to S/E Utica Avenue
11/16 to Wkend 4/4 Track M2 S/E Bowling Green to 4 – Woodlawn to Brooklyn Bridge
11/18
Short/ N/O Borough Hall
4 Short – New Lots Avenue to Brooklyn
5/6
Bridge
5 – Dyre Avenue to Brooklyn Bridge
6 – No effect on service
11/5 to
Nights 1/Bus Tracks MVA/V1/V4 Rector
1 – S/B terminates/in service from Track 2 at
11/27
Street to Chambers Street
Chambers Street
Bus – South Ferry to Chambers Street
11/9 to
Wkend 4 Lo- Track L4 S/O 125th Street to N/ N/B express via Track 3 S/O 14th Street to N/
th
11/18
O 125th Street
cal/6 O 125 Street
6
11/5 to
Daily
Track P3 N/O Hunts Point Ave- N/B via Track M Hunts Point Avenue to Park11/15
nue to N/E Parkchester
chester
11/9 to
Wkend A/C/ Tracks A1/D3 S/O 50th Street to A/C - S/B operates express 145th Street to
th
11/18
D/E S/O 34 Street
Canal Street
D – S/B local 145th Street to 59th Street
E – S/B via Sixth Avenue Line to W. 4th
Street, then normal
A
11/4 to
Nights
Track A2 S/E 145th Street to N/ A - N/B operates express N/O 125th Street to
11/15
E 168th Street
N/O 168th Street, then normal

DESCRIPTION OF WORK
Electrical, plumbing and architectural
installations
Abate lead and paint steel members
of bridge
Concrete pour

Install signal cable and equipment
Install roof steel and tiles
Concrete pour

Punch list work to close out contract
Track wall panels
Install elevation blocks and plates
and gauge track
Dig and install switch #24

Structural repair and tunnel lighting
rehabilitation

(Continued on page 19)
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DATE(S) TIME
11/8 to
Wkend
11/18
11/3 to
7 nights
11/15
per week
11/12 to
24/7
12/31
10/28 to
Nights
11/16
11/11 to
Nights
11/27
11/4 to
11/29

11/9 to
11/11

11/16 to
11/18
11/9 to
11/11
11/16 to
11/18
11/12 to
12/31
10/21 to
12/6
11/1 to
11/11
11/15 to
11/22

11/15 to
11/22
11/7 to
12/31
11/9 to
11/11
11/16 to
11/18
11/12 to
11/22

LINE(S)
AREA OF WORK
SERVICE ADJUSTMENT(S)
DESCRIPTION OF WORK
A/C Track A2 S/E 145th Street to N/E A/C - N/B operates express N/O 125th Street Structural repair and tunnel lighting
168th Street
rehabilitation
to N/O 168th Street, then normal
A/D Track A4 N/O 59th Street to N/E A – No effect on service
Install continuous welded rail and
125th Street
boutet weld
D – N/B local 59th Street to 145th Street
F/S Track B4 S/O Grand Street to No effect on service
Type II–Type II chip-out
N/O Broadway-Lafayette
F
Track D3 S/O Roosevelt Avenue S/B operates express via Track D1 from S/O Tie block and plate renewal
to S/E Queens Plaza
Roosevelt Avenue to S/O 36th Street
G
Track E1 N/E Nassau Avenue to S/B single track via Track E2 N/O Nassau
Remove blocks and install new
N/O Bedford-Nostrand
Avenue to Track E3/4 N/O Bedford-Nostrand plates
to Track E1
Daily
A/ Track F1 N/O Aqueduct to S/O A – All mainline trains to Lefferts Boulevard Demolition of platform at Howard
Beach
A sh. Howard Beach
A sh. – Rockaway Boulevard to Far Rockaway, single track via Track F2 S/O Rockaway
Boulevard to Track F4 N/O Aqueduct to Track
F3 S/O Howard
Beach and normal
Wkend A/H Tracks F1/F3/F4/FAF4A N/O
A – All mainline trains to Lefferts Boulevard Remove temporary shields over
th
tracks
Bus Howard Beach to N/O B. 67
H – Far Rockaway to Rockaway Park
Street
Bus – Rockaway Boulevard to Howard Beach
and B. 98th Street
E
Wkend
Tracks D3/D4 S/E Fifth Avenue Operates to Second Avenue daily and to
Renovation of Lexington Avenue
to N/E Lexington Avenue
Whitehall Street overnight
station
Wkend W/R Track B1/R1 S/E S/O Prince
S/B operates via Manhattan Bridge S/O Prince Station rehabilitation, fire lines,
Street to S/E DeKalb Avenue
Street to S/O DeKalb Avenue
water grouting
Wkend W/R Tracks B2/R2 S/E DeKalb Ave- N/B operates via Manhattan Bridge S/O
Station rehabilitation, fire lines
nue to N/E Whitehall Street
DeKalb Avenue to S/O Prince Street
N
24/7
Track E4 N/O Kings Highway to No effect on service
EMI testing on R-143 equipped
N/O Eighth Avenue
with Siemens propulsion
L
Nights
Track Q1 N/E Third Avenue to S/B single track via Track Q2 from N/O Third Replace and rehabilitate manhole
S/O Bedford Avenue
Avenue to S/O Bedford Avenue, then normal doors
Wkend L/Bus Tracks P1/P2 S/O Broadway
L – Eighth Avenue to Broadway Junction
Remove switches #7A/B
Junction to S/E Rockaway Park- Bus – Rockaway Parkway to Broadway Juncway
tion
Friday 8 L/L Track Q2/P2 S/E E. 105th Street L – S/B to Rockaway Parkway, lay-up to yard Disconnect temporary Track P2
PM to
and connect new Track P2
Short/ to S/O Broadway Junction
after terminating
10:14 PM Bus
L Short – turn alternate trains back at Broadway Junction
Bus – Rockaway Parkway to Broadway Junction. N/B service only
Wkend L /Bus Tracks P1/P2 S/E Rockaway
L - Eighth Avenue to Broadway Junction
Disconnect temporary Track P2
Parkway to S/O Broadway Junc- Bus – Rockaway Parkway to Broadway Junc- and connect new Track P2
tion
tion
24/7 J/Z/M Track J3 S/E Canal Street to N/ No effect on service
Modify circuit breaker house #69
O Chambers Street
W
Wkend
Tracks D2/D3/4/D3/DC2/D4/
N/B via Sea Beach Line from Stillwell Avenue Track in-service
D14/D15 N/O Stillwell Avenue to to 36th Street
S/O 36th Street
W
Wkend
Tracks D1/D3/D3/4/DC1/D14
S/B via Sea Beach Line from 36th Street to
Wayside testing, breakdown testS/O 36th Street to N/O Stillwell Stillwell Avenue
ing, track in-service
Avenue
Nights N sh./ Track F2 S/E 95th Street to
N sh. – N/B normal, S/B local 36th Street to
Install conduits, tunnel lighting
R sh. S/O 36th Street
fixtures, and associated supports
59th Street
R sh. – exclusive use Tracks F1/F3 95th
Street to 59th Street

Daily = Days, Wkend = Fri to Mon Continuous, Wkndys = Sat/Sun Days
David Erlitz is a Superintendent with MTA New York City Transit and has been interested in trains all his life. He may be contacted via email at tderlitz@juno.com.
the lower level trackage at 42nd Street will be removed
in time.
Jeff may be contacted via e-mail at jerlitz@pipeline.com.

Tech Talk
(Continued from page 7)

was removed from service on October 15. The rest of
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Around New York’s Transit System
Proposed Transportation Hub
The rebuilding of lower Manhattan will provide for
improved transfer privileges between subway lines.
Newspapers reported that NYC Transit has plans to
provide easier access to the Broadway-Nassau Street
station by demolishing the buildings on the east side of
Broadway between Fulton Street and John Street and
building a new entrance to Fulton Street, Lexington
Avenue Line as well as Broadway-Nassau Street. It is
not known whether a two– or three-story building will be
built above this entrance or whether the air rights will be
sold to a developer. NYC Transit would also like to build
a passageway connecting Cortlandt Street (N/R/W)
with the Broadway-Nassau Street station.
Work Train Routing
Road trains are allowed to operate directly behind
work train transfers, runaround trains, and work trains
en route to and from General Orders. Road trains will
be rerouted and/or held back behind a Continuous
Welded Rail train, project work train, and bad order
work trains or when it is necessary to expedite service.
There are no restrictions regarding the Vacuum Train,
Track Geometry Car, Refuse Train, or Revenue
Collection Trains.
Work Train Motive Power
Work trains transporting heavy loads — continuous
welded rail, hoppers loaded with ballast, flat cars loaded
with concrete or other heavy material — move slowly if
one locomotive is used. To supply sufficient motive
power, a transition unit composed of a locomotive, a
modified rider or flat car, and a locomotive is used. This
special transition car must be used to avoid excessive
wheel loads on the track. Transition units can be made
up with electric throttle or pneumatic throttle equipment,
but will not work if the equipment is incompatible. When
a work train is composed of a transition unit, flats,
hoppers, and a locomotive, the latter is to be used only
for spotting cars after the train has been uncoupled at
the work site. The single locomotive must not be used
to pull the entire train. If there is excessive wheel spin,
the Train Operator must spread sand.
Regenerative Brake Activation—R-142/R-142A/R-143
Cars
Effective October 1, 2002, the regenerative braking
feature was turned on in the above cars. With
regenerative braking, trains generate electrical energy
during normal service braking and return it to the third
rail. When regenerative braking is turned on, trains will
automatically detect if the third rail is de-energized and
revert to the non-generative dynamic braking mode
within one second, stopping delivery of electrical energy
to the third rail. With regenerative braking, the train will
perform the same as with dynamic braking.
20

Defective R-142/R-142A/R-143 Crew Switch
If the crew door on the R-142, R-142A, or R-143 cars
cannot be opened with the Crew Door Key Switch, the
door must be cut out using the Door Cutout Key Switch
on the side panel adjacent to the door. The standard (R9, R-62) key must be inserted into the Door Cutout
Switch and the key must be turned from the normal to
the cutout position. The door must be snap tested by
attempting to push the door into the pocket.
Accurate
Announcements—R-142/R-142A/R-143
Cars
To provide accurate information, Conductors on R142/R-142A/R-143 cars must make live manual
announcements at all locations where General Orders
are in effect or schedules have been changed. Before
entering stations with transfer points, Conductors must
depress the “TURN AUTOMATIC MESSAGES OFF” button
on the operating screen and make the announcements.
De-Zoning Trains
To prolong the life span of Conductor’s Indication light
bulbs, the Conductor’s operating position should be dezoned whenever a train is removed from passenger
service or sent to a storage yard. The Conductor’s
operating position must be de-zoned and the
Conductor’s Indication light bulb must be extinguished
by turning the drum switch from the “ON” position to the
“OFF” or “THRU” position on R-26 through R-38 cars or
depressing the zone switch push button located on the
Master Door Control Panel on R-40-and-up cars.
Autumn Leaves Make the Rails Slippery
Train Operators operating on outdoor ballasted track,
including embankments and open cuts, must be
extremely cautions and keep their trains under control
because of falling leaves and damp rail. When trains
slide on wet leaves, they may slide past stations,
develop flat wheels, or cause the Operator to conclude
that the train is not braking properly.
Extreme caution must be exercised when operating in
both directions on the following lines:
• Dyre Avenue Line (5) between Dyre Avenue and
E. 180th Street
• Brighton Line (Q/q) between Avenue H and
Church Avenue
• Franklin Avenue Shuttle (S) between Prospect
Park and Franklin Avenue
• Sea Beach Line (N) between 86th Street and
Eighth Avenue
• Far Rockaway Line (A) at the Aqueduct station
Additional Free B-68 MetroCard Transfers
When Coney Island Q service was discontinued,
passengers riding the Q train complained that their
(Continued on page 17)

NEW YORK DIVISION BULLETIN - DECEMBER, 2002

The
Bulletin

New York Division, Electric Railroaders’ Association
Vol. 45, No. 12
The Bulletin
Published by the
New York Division,
Electric Railroaders’
Association,
Incorporated,
PO
Box 3001, New York,
New York 100083001.
Editorial Staff:
Editor-in-Chief:
Bernard Linder
News Editor:
Randy Glucksman
Production
Manager:
David Ross

©2002
New
York Division,
E l e c t r i c
Railroaders’
Association,
Incorporated

In This Issue:
Tenth Avenue
Line — History
and Track
Plan...Page 2

December, 2002

MTA’S COMMUTER RAIL
2000-2004 CAPITAL PROGRAM
In the August, 2002 Bulletin, we furnished
details of the MTA’s 2000-2004 Capital Program for NYC Transit. In this issue, we will
summarize the MTA’s 2000-2004 Capital Program for the commuter railroads.

LONG ISLAND RAIL ROAD
The LIRR’s revised 2000-2004 Capital Program was increased by $58 million to a total
of $2,205 million.
ROLLING STOCK: The program of replacing
M-1 with M-7 cars is moving forward on
schedule. The appropriation is decreased by
$37 million because the purchase of 20 cars
is postponed until 2005-2009. At the present
time, 172 M-3s are being overhauled.
STATIONS: The two most important projects
— the rehabilitation of Atlantic Terminal
(Flatbush Avenue) and Jamaica Station —
are proceeding as planned. $25 million in
federal subsidies will allow the LIRR to significantly expand commuter parking capacity
at the Mineola station. Queens stations St.
Albans, Rosedale, and Auburndale are being
rebuilt and rehabilitated. Parking improvements at Westbury, Albertson, and Lindenhurst will be funded in part from New York
State Senate reserves.
TRACK: The railroad continues its cyclical
rehabilitation of track and installation of concrete ties at selected locations. Funds were
earmarked for planning and environmental
studies for the construction of a new third
track that is to be built after 2004 along the
Main Line between Bellerose and Hicksville.
YARDS AND SHOPS: To provide storage
space for the expanded fleet of electric cars,
Ronkonkoma, Long Beach, and Port Wash1

ington Yards will be reconfigured. Improvements in the Babylon Yard are to be made
after 2004. The diesel storage facility at Richmond Hill will also be reconfigured.
SIGNALS AND COMMUNICATIONS: In conjunction with the Port Authority’s Airtrain project
at Jamaica, the new Jamaica Central Control
Building will be built. However, the installation
of the control system will be postponed. Cab
signalling will be installed from Patchogue to
Speonk in previously un-signalled territory.

METRO-NORTH RAILROAD
Metro-North’s revised 2000-2004 Capital
Program was increased by $44 million to a
total of $1,366 million.
ROLLING STOCK: The railroad will start replacing the M-1 fleet by purchasing 180 M-7
cars. It is remanufacturing 242 M-2 coaches.
STATIONS: Station rehabilitation on the Hudson Line from Morris Heights to Greystone is
continuing. The railroad is making progress
rehabilitating stations from Hastings to Ossining, although construction will be phased
and some work will be transferred to the
2005-2009 Capital Program. Rehabilitation of
stations on the following lines is also included
in this program: Harlem Line, New Haven
Line, West-of-Hudson Line, and Poughkeepsie/Upper Hudson Line.
YARDS AND SHOPS: The replacement of
Harmon Shop and the upgrade of the
Highbridge Yard are proceeding on schedule,
but the coach shop portion of Harmon Shop
has been transferred to the 2005-2009 Capital Program. The appropriation was increased for the expansion of the existing
yard at Port Jervis.
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TENTH AVENUE LINE
by Bernard Linder
STREET CARS

1885
November, 1895
April 13, 1900
January 18, 1908
January 1, 1912
July 7, 1942

42nd Street, Manhattanville & St. Nicholas Avenue Railway Company
Third Avenue Railroad Company
Metropolitan Street Railway Company
Third Avenue Railroad Company
Third Avenue Railway Company
Third Avenue Transit Corporation

November 17, 1946
December 17, 1956

Surface Transportation Corporation
Surface Transit, Incorporated

BUSES

Route:

STREET CARS
W. 59th Streets at an annual rental of $100 per car operated thereon, not to exceed eight cars, and at a rental of
$3,200 per annum if more than eight cars should be
operated. The 1892 Bullinger’s Monitor Guide was
the first issue in which this line was listed. Route
changes are as follows:

We do not know when the horse cars started operating. The Board of Railroad Commissioners’ 1885-6 report states that the line was constructed on Amsterdam
Avenue between W. 59th and W. 69th Streets. By agreement with the Central Park, North & East River Railroad
Company, dated May 29, 1889, the company obtained
trackage rights on Tenth Avenue between W. 42nd and

From E. 34th Street ferry via First Avenue, E. and W. 42nd Street, Tenth Avenue, Amsterdam Avenue, and W. 86th Street to Riverside Drive. There were four tracks on Amsterdam
Avenue between W. 72nd and W. 125th Streets. Tenth Avenue cars ran on the outer tracks
while Ninth Avenue cars were routed via the inner tracks
1895*
Rerouted to Fort Lee ferry. We do not know when the cars were rerouted via Broadway
north of W. 72nd Street
December 10, 1899
Began electric operation from Fort Lee ferry to W. 71st Street
January 23, 1901
Began electric operation from W. 71st Street to W. 42nd Street and Tenth Avenue
1905*
North terminal was W. 71st Street and Amsterdam Avenue
January 10, 1909
Extended via Broadway, W. 125th Street, and Amsterdam Avenue to W. 162nd Street
November 1, 1909
Discontinued service on Amsterdam Avenue north of W. 125th Street
December 29, 1910
The company received a franchise for the Fort Lee ferry loop extending from W. 125th
Street via Twelfth Avenue and W. 129th Street to W. 125th Street
December 30, 1911
The Public Service Commission approved the application of the company for the exercise
of the franchise for the Fort Lee ferry loop
April 28, 1912
Rerouted to the Fort Lee ferry loop
March 30, 1913
Discontinued service on First Avenue south of E. 42nd Street
1915*
Cut back to W. 42nd Street and Tenth Avenue
May 1, 1916
Cars ran from W. 42nd Street ferry to W. 162nd Street and Amsterdam Avenue
May 6, 1917
Rerouted to Fort Lee ferry. Night cars operated from W. 42nd Street and Tenth Avenue to
W. 71st Street and Amsterdam Avenue
November 17, 1946
Buses replaced street cars
*Approximate date from Bullinger’s Monitor Guide
1892*

BUSES
November 17, 1946
November 6, 1948
May 9, 1954
April 15, 1957
March 1, 1962
March 23, 1962

M-105 buses started operating over the same route as the street cars
Rerouted via Eleventh and West End Avenues between W. 42nd and W. 69th Streets
Buses operated from W. 42nd Street and Twelfth Avenue to W. 73rd Street and Broadway
Franchise bus made one trip daily
Last day of operation by Surface Transit, Incorporated due to a strike
When service was resumed by the Manhattan & Bronx Surface Transit Operating Authority, the M-105 route was discontinued
(Continued on page 3)
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1059, 1071, and 1085 in 1946. Unlike the other street
car lines, this line was never assigned a large letter.

Tenth Avenue Line
(Continued from page 2)

ONE-MAN CARS

TRANSFERS

Starting May 24, 1925, night cars were operated by
one man. Effective September 28, 1930, passengers
entered through the front door instead of the rear door
and deposited their nickels in a fare box near the Motorman. The Conductor operated the rear exit door until a
treadle was installed. On May 15, 1931, all cars operating on the line were equipped with treadles and Conductors were no longer needed.

Checking the transfers, we find that Tenth Avenue was
designated as line #3. This number was never displayed on the street cars.

SIGNS

A large sign reading “10TH AVENUE” was hung on the
dash long before we observed it in the early 1930s. This
route name was painted on the dash of 191-200 from
1940 to 1945 and on 999, 1001, 1020, 1021, 1022,

CAR ASSIGNMENT, 1934-1946
DATE

CARS

DATE

CARS

February, 1934

1006-1125, 943-966 (A),
995-1005 (A)

June, 1937

101-200, 316-320, 334340 (A), 360-390 (A)

June, 1934

1006-1125, 948-966 (A),
995-1005 (A)

From April, 1938 to September, 1939, 101-179 were
gradually transferred to the Harlem car house

Rebuilt 100-series cars in service December 22, 1935

September, 1939

February, 1936

101-200

November, 1940 to June,
1942

March 23, 1936

1006-1125, 948-966 (A),
995-1005 (A)

July, 1942

184-200

October, 1936

101-200 (B), 1030-1125
(C)

January, 1945

190-200

December, 1936

February, 1937

101-200

March, 1946

101-200, 360-390

180-200
Not Available

999, 1001, 1012, 1020,
1021, 1022, 1059, 1071,
1085, and cars assigned
to 42nd Street (A)

Convertibles were placed in service on September 12,
1909

(A) Occasionally
(B) Increasing
(C) Decreasing

(Continued on page 5)

HORSE CARS ON W. 86TH STREET
the Legislature in 1883 and was assigned to the company.
The December, 1888 Street Railway Journal informed us that the Supreme Court dissolved the Ninth
Avenue Railroad Company’s injunction against the company from laying tracks on Amsterdam Avenue north of
W. 71st Street.
The October, 1891 Street Railway Journal reported
the company resumed building on Amsterdam Avenue
north of W. 71st Street and on W. 86th Street from Amsterdam Avenue to Riverside Drive.
The 1892 Bullinger’s Monitor Guide was the first

After reading old newspapers and magazines, we
learned that horse cars were transporting passengers
on W. 86th Street a hundred years ago. We studied the
data and we were able to compile an incomplete history
of this obscure horse car line.
An August 7, 1885 newspaper article reveals that
tracks were laid on W. 86th Street from Tenth Avenue
(Amsterdam Avenue) to the Boulevard (Broadway).
Work was stopped by an injunction because the company never applied for permission and never obtained
consent of the property owners.
On September 4, 1885, the Supreme Court dissolved
this injunction because the franchise was granted by

(Continued on page 4)
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Horse Cars on W. 86th Street

29, 1910, the company forfeited by decree of the Supreme Court its franchise rights on W. 86th Street from
Amsterdam Avenue to Riverside Drive and on Amsterdam Avenue from W. 71st to W. 125th Streets. Early in
1916 the property owners petitioned the Board of Aldermen to remove the unused horse railway tracks on W.
86th Street between Riverside Drive and Amsterdam
Avenue.
There was no public transportation on W. 86th Street
during the next decade. On November 3, 1919, independents operating under permits issued by the Department of Plant and Structures started operating buses
from W. 86th Street and West End Avenue to E. 92nd
Street and York Avenue.

(Continued from page 3)

issue in which this line was listed. Cars were originally
routed via Amsterdam Avenue and W. 86th Street, and
were subsequently routed via Broadway north of W. 71st
Street.
The 1897 Bullinger’s Monitor Guide was the first
issue in which the 86th Street line was listed. Horse cars
operated from Amsterdam Avenue to Riverside Drive.
We do not know when service was discontinued, but
we know that on November 2, 1910 the company
agreed to discontinue service on W. 86th Street as a
result of a suit by the Attorney General. On December

A TOUR OF THE JFK AIRTRAIN
by Raymond R. Berger
will see maximum service between 6 PM and 9 PM on a
Sunday evening, for example. During those peak times,
there will be six two-car trains for the line from Station
A-Howard Beach around the Airport loop. There will
also be six two-car trains for the line from Station DJamaica around the Airport loop. Finally, you will find a
service operating over the inner loop track, serving the
six airport terminal stations, plus perhaps Station CFederal Circle. Four single cars will be used for this service, which will be the first line to open. During this short
period, the loop line will run at all times, but when the
line to Howard Beach opens with 24-hour service from
the first day, the loop line will not run between 2 AM and
6 AM.
Howard Beach and Jamaica services will normally use
the outer loop, while the Airport Loop service will normally use the inner loop track. This is because only two
legs of the triangular grade-separated junction will be
double-tracked. Only the inner loop will form a direct
track connection for a return to the Airport Terminal stations. There are two diamond crossovers on either side
of the triangular junction, permitting use of the outer
loop by the Airport Loop service in emergencies, or the
use of the inner loop by the Howard Beach or Jamaica
services in similar circumstances.
Bombardier Transportation Services built 32 cars, of
which 28 are scheduled for 16 peak hour trains. When
the tour was conducted, all the cars were delivered.
However, we saw one car covered with plastic and it
can be assumed that this was the last car delivered and
had not yet been unwrapped. We saw several single
cars operating in acceptance tests, which were run into
the future Station A-Howard Beach. Third rail was energized around the Airport Loop, on the Howard Beach
line and in the maintenance shop area.
Each car features two Linear Induction Motors, oper-

Editor’s Note: This article was written before the September
accident that took the life of an AirTrain employee and
caused a delay in the opening of the JFK AirTrain, and before
the August 29 tour sponsored by the New York Division-ERA.
The New York Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society sponsored a tour of the JFK Airport AirTrain
on Saturday, July 13, 2002.
Argenbright Transportation Services supplied two
thirty-five-foot low-floor Champions that normally operate between the Howard Beach subway station and the
airport. These transported thirty members and guests
from the subway station to the JFK Airport Maintenance
Shop and Administration Building. After the shop tour,
they returned to the Station A-Howard Beach station for
an additional tour of that facility.
Once in the building we were escorted to the Conference Room where Clyde Hayes, the Operations Manager, described the operations, which will open in three
stages. First to open -- in late September, 2002 -- was
the circular loop with six stations within the terminal
area and perhaps the Station C-Federal Circle stop. In
December the line will open to the Howard Beach subway station of the A and C lines and will feature another stop at the Long-Term Parking Lot at Station BLefferts Boulevard. Finally, in "Spring, 2003" the branch
above the Van Wyck Expressway will open to Station DJamaica Station of the Long Island Rail Road, as well
as the Sutphin Boulevard-Archer Avenue subway station for connections with the E, J, and Z lines. It is on
this line that operating speeds up to 60 miles an hour
are anticipated.
Mr. Hayes described the levels of service that are
planned, including all-night service running on a 20minute headway. Peak periods will be when the largest
number of planes is scheduled to arrive and depart, not
the normal 9 AM and 5 PM rush hour times. Thus we

(Continued on page 16)
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Tenth Avenue

Tenth Avenue Line

Key
NYR - New York Railways Corp.
8&9R - 8th and 9th Avenues Railway Co.

Fort Lee
Ferry

12th Ave

1931-1946 Except As Noted

(Continued from page 3)
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TECH TALK
by Jeffrey Erlitz
Street and Bowery stations in preparation for the resignaling of Track J4 for northbound service.
In new contract news, the elevated structure rehabilitation of the IRT White Plains Road Line was advertised to potential bidders during the first part of November. This contract, C-34574, is budgeted at $71.9 million and should wrap up by April 2007. This is going to
be another one of those major structural rehabs that
involves the use of temporary platforms over local
tracks during various phases of the work. The work on
the thru spans over the station mezzanines is what requires the track closures. The limits of the work are
from Bronx Park East to East 241st Street and includes
the yard leads into 239th Street Yard. Mezzanine support hangars, top and bottom flange angles on track
stringers, rocker pins, column bases and other structural elements will be repaired or replaced.
Two historical items are part of this contract. One is
the removal of unused portions of structure at Gun Hill
Road from the Third Avenue “L.” The other is the demolition of the New York, Westchester & Boston Railway
viaduct from the south side of E. 177th Street to the
north side of Lebanon Street. A portion of the viaduct
south of E. 177th Street was already demolished for the
new West Farms Bus Depot. This structure runs four
blocks between Bronx Park Avenue and Morris Park
Avenue. It also crosses over (from south to north) Wyatt
Street, E. 178th Street, and East Tremont Avenue.
Pictured below is a portion of the new Maintainer’s
control panel at Rockaway Parkway. It’s a now-typical
pushbutton control panel built by Mauell Corporation.

And the work on the West End Line signal contract
keeps rolling along. Over two weekends, November 1518 and 22-25, Fifth Avenue Interlocking was placed in
service. The signals on the southbound Track D3 were
placed in service on the first weekend and Track D4
was done the second weekend. The connection to the
former South Brooklyn Railway track (Track D1) was
placed in service over the first weekend also. Though all
of the old interlocking machines on the West End Line
are or were General Railway Signal Model 2 machines,
Fifth Avenue was significant in that it was the last one
on this line to still have its original New York Municipal
Railway paper track plan on its indication panel. All of
the other machines on this line had their indication panels replaced in the 1960s with the green metal style of
panel.
Though the placing in service of Bay 50th Street Interlocking was completed the weekend before the work at
Fifth Avenue was started, new traffic locking remains to
be done between there and Stillwell Avenue.
Last month I mentioned the removal of the crossover
switch from the lower level of the 42nd Street station on
the Eighth Avenue Line to the southbound local track,
D1, starting on October 15. Over the weekend of November 8-11, the interlocked home and approach signals on Track D1 protecting this former switch were
converted to automatic signals.
Over on the BMT Canarsie Line, the northbound track,
P2, is scheduled to be swung over to its new alignment
over the weekend of December 13-16. If this does not
happen, it will need to be postponed until next spring at
the earliest due to conflicting shuttle bus requirements
elsewhere. I said it before but I will say it again. Get
your photos of trains over Snediker Avenue before it is
too late. Time is running out.
Work on the station rehabilitation project at 74th StreetRoosevelt Avenue officially got underway on November
14. This important project was awarded to the joint venture of Slattery/Gottlieb/Skanska on September 26. The
previous contract at this location only dealt with the
demolition of the Victor Moore Arcade and site preparation. These new contracts, A-35794 for Roosevelt Avenue and A-35795 for 74th Street, will construct the first
true intermodal terminal in New York. An upper floor of
the terminal building will include the space for the new
74th Street Relay Room for the Flushing Line. Beneficial
use is scheduled for May, 2006 for this $114.6 million
(combined) project. When completed, this will be a very
impressive station entrance.
On the Jamaica Line, all of the signals have now been
removed from Tracks J3 and J4 between the Canal

Jeff may be contacted via e-mail at jerlitz@pipeline.com.
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Commuter and Transit Notes

by Randy Glucksman

with delivery completed by year’s end. It turns out that
the swap of Comet III cars 5179-5180 for Comet IIs
5135-5136 had some technical faults and will be reversed. All four cars will be overhauled, 5135-5136 as
part of the current contract and the Comet IIIs under a
future contract.
Connecticut Department of Transportation
Member Josh Weis reported that three CDOT cars
that had been assigned to Metro-North Lines have been
transferred to Shore Line East service. Trailers 6272
and 6276 were renumbered to 1648 and 1650, and cab
6219 was expected to become 1699 and is being modified with ASCES cab signals. CDOT owns the cars and
can assign the equipment to suit its needs.
Shore Line East ridership is up, according to an article
in the New Haven Register, due to construction work
on I-95. Since June, when new schedules were introduced, daily ridership has increased from 1,200 to
1,500 (about 25%). To cope with this trend, CDOT is
adding parking to many of its stations and building highlevel platforms. The lease for a parking lot in Branford
was on the verge of expiring, and that would have created a major problem, as the next closest available lot
that could accommodate 200 cars was a mile away.
This would have necessitated the use of a shuttle bus,
but the owners agreed to an 18-month extension, which
will buy some time.
Thanks to members Bob Underwood and David A.
Cohen (also for the aforementioned article), who sent
copies of the October 28 Shore Line East timetable,
which has been redone with new graphics. Missing are
any type of logo on the front, and the “TT” number,
which would have been 43. There were only minor
changes.
MTA Long Island Rail Road
On October 30 (just prior to Election Day), the LIRR
placed its first train of M-7s into service on the Long
Beach Branch. The consist of W-7015-7016-7011-70127013-7014-E made its first trip on Train #827, the 8:38
AM Long Beach/Penn Station.
Member Russell Avvocato emailed the following, after
he took his first ride. “Rode it from Long Beach to
Brooklyn, and the ride was smooth, sounds like an
(NYCT) R-142. There are a lack of seats because of
ADA requirements, electrical panels, and large restroom
near the middle of the car. With the full-width cab you
can walk through the cars, and the seat in the cab folds
up, as do others. The seats are like the double-deck
cars, headrests et al, and there is a telephone too. As
always, the cars are configured with the even numbers
east.”

Metropolitan Transportation Authority
In order to close a projected $663 million budget gap,
MTA agencies were told to consider reductions in service. Commuter fares, which have remained unchanged
for New York riders since November 12, 1995, may also
rise. In Connecticut, fares went up in three successive
on January 1s: 1996, 1997, and 1998. Subway fares
may go from $1.50 to $2.
MTA Metro-North Railroad (East)
En route to Washington, D.C. (please see report below), imagine my surprise to see Metro-North coach
6316 in the Penn Coach Yards, next to 30th Street Station in Philadelphia. The car was not there on my return
trip, but what was more surprising was that I found this
car at Hudson Tower as I was driving east on I-280 a
few hours later. Member David Erlitz called to tell me
that he had also seen a Metro-North coach in that area
of Hudson Tower. After making a few telephone calls I
learned that Metro-North regularly ships coaches for
body-damage repairs to the Delaware Coach Company
and we had seen these cars in transit.
After last year’s Open House at Croton-Harmon, I was
among many who believed that this very popular event
would not occur again until after the rebuilding of the
shop complex. This year, the number of visitors was
among the largest I can remember. There were handouts galore, along with the usual displays of passenger
and maintenance equipment and the Fall Foliage train
ride along the Hudson River. Fall was certainly in the
air, as there was a noticeable chill, which did not deter a
number of members. It is a testament to the type of
company that Metro-North is, because every employee
who was there, was there on his or her own time.
For the NYC Marathon held on Sunday, November 3,
Metro-North once again issued a special timetable.
I rode an early morning Hudson Line train into the city
on the day of the last Division meeting, which passed by
Highbridge Yard at about 7 AM, and at that hour there
were lots of workers on the job. The Car Appearance
Facility has most of its prefabricated metal wall panels
in place. Inside, the contractor is installing the electrical
raceway, door frames, and HVAC piping. Installation of
the grounding system for the train shed and concrete
approach has been completed. Ballast is being placed
in the yard for the storage tracks.
The initial order of M-7As will be numbered 40004179.
MTA Metro-North Railroad (West)
When the 65 Comet V cars are delivered, Metro-North
plans to reclaim the six of the east-of-Hudson coaches
that were sent over in 1997 and 1999. The Comet Vs
should start showing up during the first quarter of 2003,

(Continued on page 8)
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PM, as well as westbound service to Spring Valley.
Weekend service will also be added.
A Major Investment Study (MIS) and Environmental
Assessment (EA) will done on the Lackawanna Cutoff,
with the aim of restoring passenger service between the
Poconos and Hoboken. NJ Transit believes that restoring passenger service on this line would relieve highway
congestion on parallel I-80 caused by traffic from Monroe and Lackawanna Counties in eastern Pennsylvania
and Morris, Sussex, and Warren Counties in western
New Jersey.
The Union Township station, the first station west of
Newark on the Raritan Valley Line, will open December
31. Construction began in August, 2000 on this $29.8
million project. The station is located at Morris Avenue
and Green Lane. A Zone 6 fare will apply, which is the
same as Roselle Park.
Since September 9, the South Orange and East Orange stations (Morris & Essex) have been undergoing
reconstruction that will add mini-high-level platforms,
canopy extensions, and elevators, making both stations
ADA-compliant. This work is expected to continue
through December, 2003.
NJ-ARP, in its October Newsletter Report, reported
that the North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority
and the Bergen County Board of Chosen Freeholders
have gone on record as opposing the Vince Lombardi
Park and Ride as the terminus of HBLRT, when it eventually adds the “B” territory to its operations. Instead,
they have recommended that the line be continued further north to join with the (ex-Erie) Northern Branch to
Tenafly. In the future, the line could link up with the proposed Cross-County DMU service (please see November Bulletin).
Port Authority Trans-Hudson Corporation
As was reported in the September Bulletin, there
were no special ceremonies in connection with PATH’s
40th anniversary, but the September edition of PATHways (which was not available until October) was devoted to this occasion. This was also the first time that
PATHways was produced in color and on slick paper,
and PATH did a nice job with it.
October 27 editions of the Map and Guide, and the
timetable, titled “Full Schedule,” were published. The
“Full Schedule” is more detailed than previous editions,
but there are still sections labeled “every 5-6 minutes,
10 minutes,” etc.
Amtrak
Nearly two years after they entered service, I finally
got a chance to ride an Acela Express. This occurred on
the return trip of a one-day visit to the Washington, D.C.
area. En route I rode Acela Regional Train #183, and
although we were on time leaving Newark, when the
monitor above the track showed Acela Express 2109
running ten minutes late, I just knew that somehow that
that train would be routed ahead of us. And it was, at
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The 2002-2003 editions of Manhattan Getaways
were published for the LIRR and Metro-North. Similar
trips are offered; however, the Metro-North version contains 36 pages, whereas the LIRR’s is only 14.
New timetables under General Order No. 204 were
issued as of 12:01 AM November 18, and will remain in
effect until December 15. On the covers are the words,
“Happy Thanksgiving,” along with a cornucopia. Even
before they went into effect, a revised Montauk timetable with an “*” replaced the original, to correct an error
in a bus connection time. Buses are being used middays between Patchogue and Speonk while tie replacement and grade crossing work is performed. There are
a few additional evening and PM peak trains that are
new to the schedule. On the Oyster Bay Branch, due to
the new equipment, the running times of 47 trains were
reduced by up to 8 minutes, but there were a few cases
where running times were increased slightly. Although
tie replacement and grade crossing work has been
completed on the Port Jefferson Branch, some additional work continues on the Atlantic Avenue portion to
Flatbush Avenue.
NJ Transit
Timetables dated October 27 were only issued for the
Atlantic City, Montclair-Boonton, Morris & Essex, Northeast Corridor, North Jersey Coast, and Raritan Valley
Lines. In the case of the Northeast Corridor and North
Jersey Coast Lines, these represent the seventh issued
this year due to expansions of service caused by increasing ridership.
On November 4, a revised Montclair-Boonton timetable was issued due to the addition of Train #214 (8:15
AM Montclair Heights/Hoboken). With this change, a
gap of over an hour has been reduced to Hoboken.
Train #6214 now departs from Montclair Heights two
minutes later, at 8:23 AM.
By next fall, NJ Transit plans to improve weekday service between Newark and New York by adding 14 peak
period trains on the Northeast Corridor and North Jersey Coast Lines. Other lines will also get additional service, such as the Main/Bergen County (7 trains) and an
unspecified number of additional Peak trains on the
Pascack Valley, once the New County Road separation
project is completed. Off-peak service on the Bergen/
Main Lines will improve to hourly, as compared to every
two hours currently. Plans call for there to be 29 Saturday and 22 Sunday/holiday trains. Upon completion of
the passing sidings project (2004), the Pascack Valley
Line will have additional off-peak and reverse peak service, for the first time since sometime before WW II. I
checked a timetable for the Pascack Valley Line (which
was then known as the New York & New Jersey Line)
dated April 24, 1938, and at that time there were four
eastbound trains to Jersey City between 9 AM and 9

(Continued on page 9)
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Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania. His goal was to restore it as
an Atlantic City car. He moved the car to his home in
Marlton, New Jersey, where he painted it yellow and put
on the lettering you saw in the photo. The car was No. 3
when in Bloomsburg and Joe made it 6843. He had
planned to move the car to Atlantic City, but with the
coming of casinos this was not possible. Instead, he
moved the car to Sarasota, Florida, where he opened a
model train museum with the trolley as a centerpiece. In
the early '90s, he decided to retire and sold the museum, and the trolley was moved to Orlando, Florida.
What happened to it there, I do not know, but obviously,
this is the trolley that is advertised.” Thanks Bob, but
what member knows who was the original owner?
It is sometimes strange where one finds rail news.
Member Dennis Zaccardi sent a copy of The Boating
News, which bills itself as “The Nation’s Only Independent Boating Industry Newspaper From North Carolina to
Florida.” The September edition contained an article
entitled “Divin’ On the MTA – Grand Central Submerged
Station.” It went on to describe the reefing program that
has been administered for the past 30 years by the
South Carolina Department of Natural Resources. The
fifty “Redbirds” that were sunk this past July, 32 miles
off Charleston, join an collection of shipwrecks, a WW II
Liberty Ship, a former research vessel, and debris that
has found its way to the ocean bottom over the years.
Fisherman and divers are pleased with these new additions, and a videotape made by two divers and shown
on the local television evening news clearly showed that
the 40,000 pound, 50-foot cars were “upended, jumbled, and bunched, creating a bottom profile that fish,
divers, and fisherman will soon appreciate.” In the near
future SCDNR has plans for four more deployments of
25 cars each at other artificial reef sites.
Dennis also sent a copy of the schedule for the Colorado Rail DMU, which was in our metropolitan area during mid-October. Through the end of November, the car
was to visit Washington (D.C.), Hampton Roads
(Virginia), Jacksonville, Orlando, Raleigh-Durham, Chicago, Madison, Wisconsin, Portland (Oregon), and Vancouver (British Columbia).
JetTrain is the name of Bombardier’s new 150-mph
turbine electric locomotive, which hit a top speed of 156
mph at the Transportation Technology Center in Pueblo,
Colorado. The locomotive was introduced to the public
during a ceremony held in Washington, D.C. in October.
Museums
The Baltimore Streetcar Museum recently purchased
El Paso City Lines PCC 1503. St. Louis Car Company
delivered the car to San Diego in 1937, and it served
there until April 24, 1949. El Paso purchased 17 of San
Diego’s 28 cars, where they were operated on a line to
Juarez, Mexico. Service ended on this international car
line on May 4, 1974. 1503 was purchased and used as
a real estate office. One of the BSM members made a
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Trenton, and by the time we left, #183 was ten minutes
late and getting progressively later, so that we were 15
minutes behind schedule at BWI, but somehow, we arrived at Union Station only two minutes late! The return
trip departed precisely at 3 PM, but again, we managed
to lose time, and arrived in Newark 10 minutes late. I
had a Business Class ticket, and took some time to explore the train. In First Class, passengers are provided
with meal service. Getting back to the train itself, the
seats are comfortable, and the ride was fairly smooth.
At each seat there is a audio system, similar to what
one finds on airplanes, with a selection of various types
of music. I spoke with some crewmembers about the
equipment, and we all lamented the fact that the X2000
was not selected. All in all, it was a good ride.
Amtrak issued a Fall, 2002/Winter, 2003 National
Timetable (Form T-2), effective October 28, but there
was no Form T-3 for the Northeast Corridor, and schedule cards (10 in all) were issued for those services that
normally appear in that timetable. Special Thanksgiving
timetables replaced these during that week. There has
been a reduction in the number of Acela Express trains
that are being operated, and an increase in Metroliners
when compared to the August 3 timetables. Previously
there were four southbound and five northbound, now
there are six in each direction. On Sundays, there is
one Metroliner trip in each direction.
Two weeks before Thanksgiving, the special timetable
booklets (Form T-5) were available. This year Amtrak
plans to run “approximately” 58 additional trains, an increase over last year’s 40. Unlike other years, my sister-in-law flew in on Wednesday evening, so I did not
make my usual Thanksgiving Day morning pilgrimage to
the Harrison station. There is a note that some time this
winter, Richmond, Virginia will add a new station, Main
Street, in addition to the existing one at Staples Mill
Road.
Bombardier delivered Acela trainset number 19 on
October 24, and the final one was due shortly thereafter. Thanks to Weekly Rail Recap for the report.
2012 Olympics
New York City edged out San Francisco to win the
United States Olympic Committee’s designation to host
the 2012 Summer Olympics. The International Olympic
Committee will make the final decision in 2005. Also in
the running are Budapest, Madrid, Moscow, Paris, and
Rio de Janeiro.
Miscellaneous
Long-time member Bob Wasche (ERA #1201) responded with the answer to the mystery trolley car that
was mentioned in last month’s Bulletin. “In the early
'70s a man by the name of Joe Rudley, who owned a
Lionel store in Pennsauken, New Jersey, bought an
open trolley from the defunct Trolley Museum in

(Continued on page 10)
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very generous donation that enabled the acquisition.
The car will be restored to operating condition as a Baltimore car, with the number 7029, which is one higher
than Baltimore Transit Company’s last St. Louis PCC.
Thanks to member Glenn Rowe for the report.
Election Day 2002
Several transit proposals were on Election Day ballots
this year. In San Francisco, a proposal to spend $1.05
billion to make BART earthquake-proof by the year
2014 passed with 73% of the votes, but the two examples that follow did not fare so well. In the nine jurisdictions in the new Northern Virginia Transportation Authority area, voters defeated a proposal to raise the
sales tax from 4.5 to 5 cents. Proponents claimed that
the tax would have raised about $5 billion, of which 40%
would have been used for transit, including the purchase of 50 double-deckers for VRE. $350 million
would have been allocated to help pay local governments' share of a $3.1 billion project to extend Metro to
Tysons Corner and Dulles International Airport. About
$300 million would have been used to extend Metro
along I-66 to Centreville, and $225 million to build a trolley or bus rapid transit system in the Route 1 corridor
from Alexandria to Prince William County. An additional
$250 million would pay local governments' share of
Metro's maintenance and repair costs. Opponents
claimed that most of the money would be used for highway expansion and new projects. In Aspen, Colorado,
six “antique” trolleys that were purchased more than 20
years ago will be disposed of following defeat of Referendum 2D, which would have called for the City to support a private construction effort to build a trolley line.
(The report did not mention from where the cars were
originally obtained.) Thanks to member Phil Hom for the
reports.
A proposal by Miami Mayor Pinelas to expand Metrorail over a 20-year period at a projected cost of $17 billion was approved by voters. There will be a 17.2-mile
east-west line connecting the west campus of Florida
International University, MIA Airport, the Orange Bowl,
and the Port of Miami. Another line, the Kendall Corridor
Line (13.6-miles), would take a northeast routing following mostly Biscayne Boulevard from downtown via
“Little Haiti” to NE 15th Street. The southern point of the
present line will extend another 21 miles to Dadeland
South, Cutler Ridge, and Florida City. There is more: a
4.5-mile extension from Douglas Road to a planned
intermodal terminal at MIA, and also an LRT line – the
“Baylink” project — to connect Miami and Miami Beach
via the MacArthur Causeway. The sales tax to pay for
this rises from 6.5% to 7%, and is expected to generate
$150 million annually. On November 6, fares were eliminated on the Metromover system, and passengers over
the age of 65 now ride free. Next June, Metrorail will
10

operate 24 hours a day, as will the bus feeders to it. In
the near future, the bus system will also be expanded,
and the bus fleet, will nearly double from 675 to 1,335
vehicles. Thanks to Karl Groh who wrote this report for
The Live Overhead, which is published by the Electric
Railway Club of Florida, and to Dennis Zaccardi for the
information about the election results.
Other Transit Systems
Boston, Massachusetts
Thanks to member Todd Glickman for sending copies
of the Fall, 2002 Rail Service, Silver Line, and Friday
and Saturday nights Owl Service timetables for the period August 31-December 27, and (Purple) commuter
rail timetables for all lines dated November 4.
Amtrak (the MBTA’s operator since 1986) has already
stated its intention not to bid for the contract to operate
the T’s commuter trains. Now, three companies, two of
which are foreign, are vying for this contract. Under
consideration are Herzog Transit Services (partner in a
joint venture with Boise Locomotive d/b/a Bay State
Transit Services the last time around), now partnering
with Stagecoach Holdings (UK) as the same BSTS;
CGEA Connex, a French company, parent company of
Connex North America, Incorporated and part of a conglomerate owned by Vivendi, the other foreign company; and Guilford Transportation, owner of the Boston
& Maine RR, which operated MBTA trains until Amtrak
got the contract.
In the September, 2001 Bulletin we reported that a
contract was awarded to install antennae in the subway
system that would enable the use of portable cellular
phones. When the work was not completed in July, the
contractor, Andrew Corporation, requested and was
granted a three-month extension. The Boston Globe
reported that Andrew Corporation was unable to get all
of the cellular providers to sign up because those companies were more interested in bringing cellular service
to the vehicular tunnels in the “Big Dig.” Thanks to Todd
for these reports.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
First proposed in November, 1999, work has finally
begun on a $140 million project to upgrade the 104-mile
line between Philadelphia and Harrisburg. When completed, speeds will be increased from 90 to 110 mph,
thereby reducing running times by 20 minutes. In addition to track, signal, and catenary improvements, 10
AEM-7s and a number of Amfleet cars will be upgraded
and dedicated to this service.
Another major construction project now underway,
only on weekends, has shut down all Regional Rail service between 30th Street and Suburban Station for a sixmonth period that began on November 2. Shuttle bus
service will be provided between the Market East and
30th Street stations while the catenary is replaced. During this period, the R-1/Airport Line will have bus service. Normal service will operate through the Thanksgiv(Continued on page 11)
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ing through New Year’s Day holiday period and for the
Philadelphia Flower Show (March 8-9, 2003). SEPTA
recommended that passengers allow an extra 25 minutes in travel time. Because of this, there were new
weekday timetables as of October 27, and special
(purple) weekend timetables effective November 2.
Thanks to member David W. Safford for sending copies.
According to The Delaware Valley Rail Passenger,
published by the Delaware Valley Association of Rail
Passengers, SEPTA extended the deadline for the submittal of proposals to build the Silverliner V cars from
September 30 until December 4. No reasons were
given, but it is believed that some design aspects may
be difficult to implement, mainly the quarter-point doors
(typically found in subway cars), as opposed to the
doors being on the ends of the cars. SEPTA requires
that these cars be able to serve high- as well as lowlevel platforms, and that apparently poses challenges to
the structural integrity of the car in its ability to meet
federal crashworthiness standards.
Thanks again to member Gregory Campolo for sending copies of SEPTA timetables that were issued on August 19 for Routes 100, 101, and 102, and on September 1 for the Subway-Surface, Market-Frankford, and
Broad Street Lines, plus the 29 and 79 trackless lines.
The 66 and 75 trackless trolley lines are still being operated by bus. Greg also included several brochures including one that described the Silverliner V cars, for
which a contract has yet to be awarded, and another
about Suburban Station, which is in the midst of the first
phase of reconstruction.
The West Trenton Line has just finished undergoing a
series of improvement projects over the last two years.
SEPTA employees installed CWR (continuously welded
rail) and 8,000 new ties on the outbound track between
Jenkintown and Neshaminy Falls. For safety, inter-track
fencing has been installed at eight stations between
Noble and Trevose, and when one mile of catenary was
replaced near Jenkintown in September, this milestone
signified that half of the line’s overhead wire was new.
By now R-8/Fox Chase riders are also getting a
smoother ride, as a project to install CWR has been
completed on the two-mile, single-track section between Cheltenham and Fox Chase. The “stick” rail that
was replaced has been in use for over 40 years. This
work was performed during middays, which required
substitute bus service between Fox Chase and Fern
Rock. Thanks to David W. Safford for the reports from
metro.
Member Karl Groh sent news of a website that is
tracking the status of the 18 PCCs that went to Brookville Locomotive to be overhauled for the soon-to-berestored 15/Girard Line. From February 25, 2002
through October 17, the following ten cars were trans11

ferred to Brookville: 2750, 2770, 2738, 2777, 2798,
2741, 2197, 2747, 2726, and 2730. All cars will receive
chopper controls, air conditioning, disc brakes, and new
traction motors, and will return in the PTC green and
cream with a silver roof. The pilot car is due back in
January. You can follow the progress of this project at
http://users.snip.net/~trolleydriver/girard.htm
From Cinders: SEPTA held an open meeting on September 19 to present its proposals for an extension of
the 100/Norristown High Speed Line 4.9 miles to the
King of Prussia Mall and Port Kennedy. The extension
would diverge from then present routing north of
Hughes Park and follow the Norfolk Southern’s Dale
Secondary Track (one-time Pennsylvania Traction Cutoff) for two miles before turning northward on an aerial
viaduct to a Court Plaza station at the mall. From there
it would continue for another two miles to the Valley
Forge park-and-ride terminal at Port Kennedy. The cost
of the project was put at $242.6 million, and if approved
could be in service by the year 2009.
Washington, D.C. area
MARC issued new timetables as of October 28 and
changed the format for the Penn/Camden Line by
enlarging it to the size of LIRR and Metro-North timetable folders. The Brunswick Line remains separate, on its
usual card style. Thanks to member Steve Erlitz, who
sent copies.
Tampa, Florida
In the weeks preceding the October 19 opening of the
TECO Line, training cars were being operated, and
Dennis Zaccardi was out photographing them. An article
that Dennis sent from the St. Petersburg Times reported that operators recruited from the ranks of HARTline bus operators received two weeks of classroom
instruction and four weeks of training on the cars. Karl
Groh, who was really looking forward to being there on
opening day, had to pass up that opportunity for logistical reasons. One of his cousins did get there on opening day, and sent the following report, although she
missed the ceremonies. “The lines to ride the trolley
were long. We waited in line about a half-hour and still
had a good half-hour to go when they announced that
anyone who was willing to stand could cut through and
board the trolley. Well, we were right at an opening in
the guardrails, so we took advantage of the offer. As we
moved to the back of the trolley, we saw that there were
two seats left (which she and her husband took). The
10-minute ride took about 35 minutes because we had
to wait on a siding for a trolley coming in the opposite
direction and because we stalled out (not sure what was
involved in that delay of a good 15 minutes). The air
conditioning went off at that point, so up went the windows. However, we made it through to Channelside
finally. Then we boarded one of the shuttle buses for the
trip back to Ybor City. For the amount of people wanting
to ride the trolleys, things ran pretty smoothly. The free
(Continued on page 12)
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shuttle buses were a good way to transport and were
plentiful.” As this is the biggest electric rail story to hit
the Sunshine State in many years, my mailbox and
email was filled with articles sent by our Florida
“Division” in the persons of Joe Gagne, Karl Groh, and
Dennis Zaccardi. Thanks, guys.
Dennis and his wife rode the Seminole Gulf Railway’s
Dinner Theater Train, where a “Murder Mystery” was
performed. SGLR rosters a variety of equipment, including two former LIRR HEP/Cabs, 619 and 621; the latter,
now repainted in SGLR colors and renumbered 501,
was used on the train that the Zaccardis rode. There
was time for an inspection of the Fort Myers Yard, and
Dennis found the following ex-LIRR coaches: 2706,
2712, 2713, 2714, and 2723. There were also two
coaches with rust-colored sides and silver roofs, which,
by their general shape, led him to believe that they, too,
might have originated on the LIRR. Three ex-MBTA
(B&M) RDCs, 6120, 6122, and 6155, came via the Bay
Colony Railroad and are also owned by the SGLR.
South Florida
Transit agencies often get involved in projects that are
not transit-related. A case in point occurred with Tri-Rail.
In preparation for laying the second track in Palm Beach
County, workers uncovered an area that is home to
about 60 land (gopher) tortoises. Permits have been
sought from the Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission to relocate them to a new home, preferably far
away from the tracks. This species is classified as
“imperiled,” not “endangered,” which makes the process
easier. But moving the tortoises will not be cheap, as it
could cost about $400,000.
Tri-Rail ridership is up following a sharp decline attributed to the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks. Compared to last year, the gain is 5.8% and 9% in September. With air travel slowly returning to near-normal, TriRail is benefiting as more riders are using its trains to
reach the three airports that it serves: West Palm
Beach, Ft. Lauderdale and Miami. Thanks to member
Joe Gagne for sending the articles from the South Florida Sun-Sentinel.
While many motorists would complain about being
stopped at a grade crossing, most of our readers would
probably not feel the same way. After picking up our
rental car near the West Palm Beach Airport in November, we were halted at the grade crossing immediately
to the west of the entrance ramp to I-95 to wait for the
Silver Star (#91), which was only running about 20 minutes behind schedule. On two other occasions, we (at
least I) patiently waited for Tri-Rail trains to pass. On the
weekend Tri-Rail was running three-car trains, and on
that Monday, I saw a six-car train. I also picked up August, 2002 revised editions of the August 14, 2000 timetable, which features a map of the double-tracking pro12

ject showing what has been completed so far and what
remains to be done.
Chicago, Illinois
METRA’s preliminary budget for 2003, released in October, provides for no increase in fares. $397 million will
be allocated for capital improvements, as follows: rolling
stock ($166 million), infrastructure ($63 million), acquisition, extension, and service expansions ($62 million),
and stations and parking ($41 million).
Alstom delivered the last of 598 2600-series cars that
it overhauled for the Chicago Transit Authority. The cars
were built by the Budd Company from 1981 to 1987.
Minneapolis, Minnesota
Under orders by the city’s Department of Finance to
cut expenses by 10%, city transit officials have instituted a six-month delay in the opening of the Hiawatha
Light Rail Line. Moving the opening date from next fall
to the spring of 2004 defers about $2 million in costs.
Up until now, construction was on schedule and about
50% complete.
Dallas, Texas
Forest/Jupiter and Downtown Garland became the
newest Blue Line stations when they opened on November 18. On December 9, the Red Line will be extended from Galatyn Park with the addition of the Bush
Turnpike, Downtown Plano, and Parker Road stations.
There will then be a hiatus until additional routes are
added, but there will be more. In August, 2000, voters in
DART's 13 member cities approved a long-term funding
program to accelerate construction of LRT lines. Under
the proposal there will be extensions to Dallas' Fair
Park in 2006, Pleasant Grove in 2007, Carrollton and
Farmers Branch in 2008, North Irving in 2009, and Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport by 2010.
San Francisco, California
BART placed new schedules into effect on September
7 (four days before its 30th anniversary), some of which
are for pre-SFO service, which is now set to open in
January. Some of the other changes include “timedtransfers” at MacArthur only during evening hours and
Dublin/Pleasanton trains being extended to the Colma
station. It was expected that the latter would reduce
crowding on some trains and also increase the frequency of early morning service between West Oakland
and San Francisco. Thanks to Phil Hom for the report.
Members Bob and Judy Matten were in San Francisco. Bob wrote that they got their money’s worth out of
the 7-day Muni pass ($15) — they did that on the first
day! For those who have fewer days, there is also a 3day for $10. Cable car rides go for $2 per trip, but the
passes are valid there too. Souvenir postcards with a
ticket attached are one of the methods of paying this
fare. Besides lots of BART, trolley, and cable car riding,
they also rode Amtrak from Emeryville to Merced,
where a bus took them to Yosemite National Park.
In mid-October BART introduced the first of its new
(Continued on page 13)

NEW YORK DIVISION BULLETIN - DECEMBER, 2002
Commuter and Transit Notes
(Continued from page 12)

generation faregates at the Concord station. Over the
next year, 314 ticket machines, 578 faregates, and 148
add-fare machines will be installed throughout the
BART system, replacing the 30-year-old original equipment. Cubic Transportation Systems is the manufacturer. Thanks to member Michael Greene for the report
from the Contra Costa Times.
The first of Caltrain’s Baby Bullet trains was placed
into service during the week of October 21. Last year 17
Bombardier bi-levels (7 cabs and 10 trailers) were purchased from Seattle’s Sounder, which was not in a position to fully utilize all of the equipment that it had on
hand (other cars are being leased to Virginia Railway
Express). Initial schedules called for just five of the cars
to operate on a midday schedule, but by now three
should be in service. Thanks to Phil Hom for the report.
Stockton, California
After January 1, ACE commuters will have a change in
the schedules of their homeward commute. According
to an email that I received, the Contra Costa Times
reported that due to a drop-off in ridership on the last
train of the day (#06), that train will be rescheduled to
depart from San Jose at 3:15 PM, rather than at 6:45
PM. It is anticipated that shifting the train will meet the
needs of commuters. The 4:15 and 5:25 PM departures
will remain unchanged.
Los Angeles, California
After the Mattens returned from California, Bob told
me about the San Pedro trolley line that was to have
opened earlier this year, and sent a report. To get to this
location requires driving on I-110, as there is no local
transportation to the site. The line is single-tracked with
two passing sidings. There are few tourist attractions in
the area other than a few restaurants and shops at the
Port O’Call Village. Cruise ships are supposed to deliver
passengers to this area, but two of the three sightseeing
Around NYC’s Transit System
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weather forecast is favorable, but they must be returned
for repairs within 24 hours.
Special Instructions for Sectionalizing R-142A Cars
If a train of R-142As must be sectionalized (5+5 cars)
because of train trouble, such as a brake pipe rupture,
the crew must proceed as follows: If the train is being
pushed or pulled up a steep and long grade such as the
Joralemon Street Tunnel, the train’s speed must not
exceed 5 miles per hour because it may stall at 6 miles
per hour. If the train is on a steep grade, the Master
Controller should be placed in the Max Power position
to avoid rollback before adjusting the speed to 5 miles
per hour. The speed of trains experiencing problems on
13

lines were not running, and the one that the Mattens
rode had only a handful of passengers. If Penn’s Landing, which was situated in downtown Philadelphia,
failed, Bob does not hold out much hope for this venture
that only plans to operate four days a week. He believes that the only ones who would ride the car(s) are
truly dedicated fans who will fly into LAX and rent an
automobile. In closing, Bob wrote that a wonderful job
was done in restoring car 1058.
Toronto, Ontario, Canada
GO Transit celebrated its 35th anniversary on May 23
and issued a booklet that details what it hopes to accomplish in the next ten years. Some of the projects
mentioned are: improving facilities at Union Station,
building a new Union Station Bus Terminal on Bay
Street, adding at least 1,000 parking spaces each year,
and improving access at stations where GO’s lines
meet TTC stations. Tracks will be upgraded and passing sidings constructed on lines where only one track
exists. More rail or bus service will be added. A smart
card fare collection system was to be introduced on the
Richmond Line this year. Thanks to member Karl
Stricker for providing a copy of the booklet.
The Centennial station on the Stouffville Line was
opened on September 3. It is located between Unionville and Markville. Later this year, this line will have yet
another station, Mt. Joy, which will be situated between
Stouffville and Markham.
From the History Files
90 Years Ago: On December 12, 1912, Lehigh Valley
Transit Company began running its Liberty Bell Limited.
From Norristown, the cars operated via the Red Arrow’s
Norristown Line to 69th Street Terminal. Service ended
on the route on September 6, 1951.
45 Years Ago: On December 28, 1957, the last trolley
car on Route 17 operated on Market Street in Philadelphia.
News items and comments concerning this column may be
emailed to NYDnewseditor@aol.com.
level track or ascending a slight grade must not exceed
10 miles per hour.
Brakes in Emergency in Interlocking Areas
When a Tower Operator is notified of a train with
brakes in emergency in an interlocking area, he or she
must watch the train involved and check the indications
on the model board. Because the model board may not
truly indicate the position of the train under certain
signal malfunctions, the Operator must determine the
exact position of the train and inform the Control Center.
He or she must not move any switches or make any
moves in the area unless instructed by the Control
Center. If the train is bridging any home signals, the
Tower Operator must display a call-on. The Tower
Operator must immediately request the preceding
Operator to hold back train service.
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REDBIRD UPDATE
By George Chiasson
R-142/R-142As (The Big Shift; All R-142As are in
Service)
Through November 10, 2002, Option R-142s 69166920, 6926-6930, and 7071-7095 were delivered. By
the same date, Option R-142s 7031-7040 and 70567065 were in service on 5. Starting on October 14, R142s 6361-6410, 6436-6465, 6471-6475, 64816500 ,and 6566-6575 were shifted from 5 to 2,
trading places with 6701-6760, 6766-6770, 6781-6800,
and 6826-6855 to numerically consolidate 6301-6700
(400 cars) on 2. Interior strip mappage has been (or
will be) adjusted accordingly, but there are some
differences in Automated Announcement System
software between the two. As a bonus, pull-apart victim
6396-6400 was reactivated and assigned to 2.
Undelivered R-142s to date are 6806-6815, 6876-6915,
6921-6925, 6931-6950, 6961-6970, 6981-6990, and
7041-7050. In the futures department, numbers of the
120 Second Option R-142s have been changed from
7731-7850 to 1101-1220 in deference to projected
needs for the R-160 acquisition.
The sixth R-142A train (7711-7720) was in service on
4 as of October 15, joined by the seventh and final
consist (7721-7730) on October 29. This completed the
R-142A portion of the IRT New Technology Train
acquisition and KRC’s attention turned entirely to R143s. R-33s were removed from 4 at a rapid rate once
operational comfort was attained with the new
equipment, with a mere handful surviving into midNovember. The R-142As are now found on 4 any time
of the day or night, keeping the ever-hard-working R62s company.
R-62A Notes
On November 11, R-62As 1651-1660 made the move
from 240th Street (1) to Corona (7). To complement
this will probably be a companion transfer of R-62As
from 1 to 3, enabling additional single cars to be
shifted to 7. These may spell the end for what few
Westinghouse World’s Fair and Mainline R-36s are left
in service. R-62As also continue to cycle through Coney
Island and 207th Street Shops to receive new rubber
flooring and other cosmetic work. Road assignments for
1 and 3 have remained strictly separated since the
September 15 schedule change.
Redbird Notes, Transfers, and Status
On October 24, 2002 the final train of R-29s followed
the R-26s and R-28s into the history books, with N8708/8709-8785/8784-8787/8786-8716/87178718/8719-S being laid up following the PM rush. That
left 8740/8741 as the spare set on this final run, but
most were still lying around E. 180th Street/Unionport
through November 8. R-29s 8716/8717 and 8718/8719
14

were being used to haul Rail Adhesion R-33 8885 along
the Dyre Avenue Line in early November, counteracting
the season’s heavy foliage waste. The R-29s had
survived almost 40 years and 6 months of passenger
service from the day they entered New York Harbor on
a water-sprayed barge. Their departure left 238
Mainline R-33s, 35 single R-33s and 232 R-36s in
service on 4, 5, and 7, meaning almost ⅔ of the total
Redbird fleet as it was in 2000 has been retired.
Removal of R-33s from 4 progressed at a prodigious
rate in recent weeks as the balance of R-142As entered
passenger service, with just 38 cars (3 trains) remaining
active by November 10. These will likely be used on a
limited basis until the third phase of R-142 deliveries
commences in 2003, along with arrival of the R-62As to
cover the (S) 42nd Street Shuttle. The rate of
retirements from 5 has been slowing relative to
introduction of new R-142s in the past two months, and
10 R-33s which had been stored were actually revived
for extended, albeit temporary, use. At least eight other
R-33s have been observed with freshly-overhauled
trucks and bearing other signs of recent shop time. As
previously stated, the presence of Redbirds on 4, 5,
and 7 appears to be assured into the early months of
2003 or so. There have also been some minor fleet
swaps performed on 7 and two more pairs of GE
World’s Fair cars retired, reducing that portion of the
fleet to 202 cars. The mystery deepens with single
World’s Fair R-33s 9317, 9329, and 9343, which seem
to be receiving upgrades at 207th Street (speculation
again centers on Work Service), while 9337 finally
returned to active duty on 7. R-33s 8990/8991 were
removed from the Concourse Revenue Train in midOctober but have been seen at 207th Street Shops.
Redbirds assigned to 5 have continued to make
cameo appearances on 2 as schedules require.
Redbird Retirements and Restorations
Taken out of service through November 10, 2002
were:
R-29: 8708/8709, 8716-8719, 8740/8741, 8784-8787 off
5 (all R-26/28/29s are withdrawn).
R-33: 8836/8837, 8840/8841, 8844/8845, 8846/8847,
8850/8851, 8852/8853, 9216/9217, 9218/9219,
9222/9223, 9226/9227, 9 2 2 8 / 9 2 2 9 ,
9230/9231,
9242/9243, 9252/9253, 9258/9259, 9264/9265,
9268/9269, 9274/9275, 9276/9277, 9280/9281,
9288/9289, 9290/9291, 9296/9297, 9298/9299,
9304/9305 off 4; 8922/8923, 8956/8957, 8982/8983,
9052/9053, 9204/9205 (second time), 9210/9211 (third
time) off 5
R-36: 9446/9447, 9534/9535, 9558/9559, 9744/9745 off
(Continued on page 15)
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Restored to service through November 10, 2002 were:
R-33: 8892/8893, 9010/9011, 9038/9039, 9192/9193,
9200/9201 on 5
R-33S: 9337 on 7
R-36: 9450/9451 on 7
Redbird Reefing
The Weeks Crane finally returned to 207th Street on
October 28, with the yards there and at Concourse
getting choked with shelled or stored “Deadbirds”
waiting to leave the property. Delaware’s Redbird Reef
continues to have call on most of the cars, but the most
recent 50 were taken by Virginia’s Department of
Environmental Quality. These will wind up several miles
off the coast of Chincoteague, located on the northern
sector of the Delmarva Peninsula, and not all that far
from Cape Henlopen, Delaware. Referring to a US map,
Ocean City, Maryland sits almost midway between the

two. At any rate, the list of cars actually reefed was as
follows:
Barged to Delaware on October 30, 2002 were:
R-33: 8830, 8831, 8848, 8849, 8866, 8867, 8876, 8877,
8896, 8897, 8898, 8899, 8926, 8927, 8938, 8939, 8972,
8973, 8994, 8995, 9012, 9013, 9024, 9025, 9034, 9035,
9040, 9041, 9044, 9045, 9046, 9047, 9088, 9089, 9100,
9101, 9158, 9159, 9174, 9175, 9178, 9179, 9220, 9221,
9272, 9273, 9282, 9283, 9284, 9285 (50)
Barged to Virginia on November 9, 2002 were:
R-29: 8746, 8747, 8782, 8783
R-33: 8886, 8887, 8900, 8901, 8902, 8903, 8932, 8933,
8934, 8935, 8942, 8943, 8978, 8979, 9008, 9009, 9042,
9043, 9076, 9077, 9092, 9093, 9112, 9113, 9228, 9229,
9230, 9231, 9296, 9297
R-36: 9348, 9349, 9380, 9381, 9458, 9459, 9466, 9467,
9530, 9531, 9532, 9533, 9558, 9559, 9744, 9745 (50)
Happy Thanksgiving, Everybody! As you note the
newest and the oldest, take time to enjoy one of the
world’s premier Holiday experiences: Christmas Season
in New York.

R-143 UPDATE
By George Chiasson
Through November 9, 2002 R-143s 8229-8236
entered L service, for a total of 120 cars. As of the
same date, cars 8237-8268 had arrived on NYCT
property. 8117-8124 are based at East New York and
remain captive to CBTC testing. 8205-8212 have been
stationed at Pitkin Yard almost since their delivery and
are being used to test a Siemens propulsion system.
These will be using the middle tracks of the Sea Beach
Line as an operating base for much of November and
December, shaking down a control package reported to
be for possible later application on the R-160 order. R143s 8237-8244 and 8249-8252 had virtually completed
the test phase and were expected to be in service by
mid-November. 8245-8248 were doing “burn-in” runs,
8253-8260 were waiting to start road testing and 82618268 were being set up at Pitkin and East New York.
Incremental transfers of R-40Ms from East New York
(J/Z, L, M) to Coney Island (N, sometimes W)
included 4478/4479 on October 20 and mis-mate R40M/42 4460/4665 on October 28. This oddball pair is
the only set equipped with Door Enablers and is thus
restricted to mid-train position. It was created in the
aftermath of the June 5, 1995 collision between a J
and an M train on the Williamsburg Bridge, which
damaged mates 4461 and 4664 beyond repair. R-40Ms
4480-4489 made it from East New York to Coney Island

15

by November 3 to bring the total there to 40 cars.
Meanwhile, Phase II R-32s 3898/3899, 3906-3911, and
3914/3915 were transferred from Coney Island (N,
sometimes W) to Jamaica (E, F, sometimes R) as of
November 4, and the first eight Phase Is (3426/3427,
3552/3553, 3828/3829, 3894/3895) relayed from
Jamaica (E, F, sometimes R) to Pitkin (A, C). R40Ms were observed on q on October 11 and
November 8 and 15, while slant R-40s have begun to
make appearances on Q (albeit in limited number),
especially on weekends. Due to a combination of
circumstances, off-peak train storage on the Jamaica
Line has resumed, with two sets of R-40Ms or R-42s
tied down near 111th Street and another on one of the
Broad Street tail tracks in Manhattan. This situation is
exacerbated by the large number of R-143s on hand,
both in service and unaccepted, as well as yard track
outages at East New York and Fresh Pond for various
improvement projects. As of early November, the entire
fleet at East New York, where fleet size has historically
been between 500 and 550, was bumping against 600
cars.
There continue to be subtle revisions to the Subdivision B assignment listing to better reflect operational
reality, and additional submissions are always welcome.
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forms; enough to hold four-car trains, although a maximum of only two-car train lengths are currently antici(Continued from page 4)
pated. Enclosed platforms with doors matching locaates at 750 volts direct current, and has blue-toned car- tions of carbody doors of trains were considered for use
peting and seating. There are two types of cars: 22 sin- in the New York subway system, but were rejected begle units numbered in the 100-series and 10 two-car cause of the different spacing between doors on various
units numbered in the 200-series. The single units have car classes, as well as different widths of doors themtwo Vehicle On-Board Controllers and the two-car units selves. Electronic sensors at these doors detect motion
have one Vehicle On-Board Controller, one on each car. so that unauthorized intruders will cause alarms to
Thus, all units are capable of double-ended operation. sound both on the station and at the Command Center.
Of course, the cars are completely automated, but man- Power will automatically be removed from the third rail
ual operation will be possible. Signals are located only and the train stopped until intruders are removed.
at turnouts.
The ten JFK AirTrain stations are named as follows:
Besides the two double crossovers near the Station C• Station A - Howard Beach
Federal Circle station, there are two more on the sys• Station B - Lefferts Boulevard (Long Term Parking
tem: one each outside the Howard Beach and Jamaica
Lot)
terminals. In addition, there are two sets of single• Station C - Federal Circle
turnout facing and tailing crossovers north of the main• Station D - Jamaica
tenance shop, a single set of tailing crossovers south of
• Terminal One
the maintenance shop, and two sets (one facing and
• Terminals Two and
one tailing) on the trackThree
age over the Van Wyck
• Terminal Four
Expressway. Finally, there
• Terminals Five and Six
are two more sets of two
• Terminal Seven
facing and tailing cross• Terminals Eight and
overs south of the Station
Nine
C-Federal Circle station.
We noticed two pieces of
These will maximize operwork equipment while at the
ating flexibility and provide
maintenance shop. First
capability of single-track
was a Fairmount Tamper,
operation when track,
which will regulate the balstructure, or signal mainlast on the at-grade portion
tenance is necessary.
of the system. The other
Bombardier markets
was a road-railer, which
these cars as its Mark II
should be used to bring
Model, and they are almaintenance personnel to
ready in service on PUwork sites.
TRA in Kuala Lumpur,
Some questions arose
Car
108
in
the
shop
during
the
New
York
Division’s
tour,
August
28,
Malaysia and on Skytrain
2002. about JFK AirTrain's fare
in Vancouver, British CoDavid Ross photograph policy. It was announced
lumbia. They are 60 feet
that the MTA's MetroCard
long and 10 feet wide, with overrunning third rail shoes.
would
be
accepted
as
fare
media, but only if sufficient
All cars have Delber Tight-Lock automatic couplers and
funds
were
available
on
the
card. Our hosts explained
Bombardier steerable-axle trucks. Doors are 72 inches
that
neither
the
exact
fare
collection
policy, nor the exwide and the cars have fabric-soft perimeter seating.
act
fare
was
determined
at
this
time.
Rumors have cirRailfans can stand in the front or rear of any car to view
culated
for
some
time,
but
there
is
no
determination of
the right-of-way. At these locations, there are concealed
in a cabinet across the carbody for manual control, a the fare for regular airline passengers or for airline and
master controller/brake valve, door controls, and a tele- other employees working at Kennedy Airport. For sure,
phone to communicate with the Command Center and these will be determined and announcements will be
to make public address announcements. There is no widely circulated in the weeks ahead.
This is a very interesting moment in the history of pubsignage on board the car to indicate the service on
lic
transportation in New York. We will all enjoy our first
which it operates, but there are electronic message disrides
on the JFK AirTrain, but frequent riding may be
plays over every door on station platforms.
hampered
if rumored high fares are imposed. Time will
The JFK AirTrain system is 80 percent on elevated
tell!
structure, five percent in tunnel and 15 percent at
A Tour of the JFK AirTrain

grade. Stations feature 240-foot totally enclosed plat16
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AN HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE ON R-26 AND R-28 ASSIGNMENTS
by George Chiasson
Ordered in tandem with the BMT’s R-27s, R-30s, and
R-30As under the administration of NYCTA Chairman
Charles L. (“Choo-Choo Charlie”) Patterson, the R-26s
and R-28s were acquired from ACF to continue the
process of replacing first-generation IRT rolling stock.
Specifically, they supplanted the so-called “Flivver” LoVs which had been used to permit transfer of Composite cars to the Manhattan Elevated lines in 1916. Control
componentry was divided between Westinghouse and
General Electric manufacture across the combined 210car order, with the WH R-26s (7804-7859) first to arrive
through the last quarter of 1959 and into early 1960.
The remaining three groups (GE R-26s 7750-7803, WH
R-28s 7860-7909 and GE R-28s 7910-7959) were on
the property by 1961, and all assigned to Westchester
Barn for use on 6. They were denoted by their monotonous dark olive green color during those early years,
which clashed with the line’s maroon R-17s, then eventually its red R-29s and R-33s after 1963 as all were
intermixed in train consists.
In February, 1966 all IRT equipment was assigned to
specific maintenance facilities, and therefore certain
routes, based on electrical equipment. From this time
forward for a number of years, the GE R-26/28s were
found on 2, 4, and 5 mixed in trains with virtually any
type of IRT “SMEE” equipment, from the oldest R-12s to
the relatively new Mainline R-33s. Meanwhile, the WH
portion remained at Westchester, sharing duties with
like-equipped R-17s, R-29s, and R-33s. As cars began
to change color from maroon, red, and green to silver
and blue (and besmirched by graffiti), assignments were
consolidated further in October, 1976 and the GE R26/28s earned their keep on 2 and 5, then based at
Livonia, E. 180th Street, and 239th Street. Equipment for
2 and 5 was separated in January, 1983, and as
though to herald their ultimate destiny, the GE R-26/28s
were blended with the GE R-29 group in 2 service,
along with GE R-14s, R-15s, and R-22s. An early, illfated attempt to combat municipal vandalism saw cars
on 2 and 6 redone in several coatings of white paint
during 1982-83, and over the following four years the
older, single-unit postwar IRT fleets were gradually
weeded out as R-62 and R-62A cars arrived to replace
them.
Through the General Overhaul (GOH) program prescribed and engineered by the NYCTA, MorrisonKnudsen was able to extend the life of moderately aged
SMEE cars during the 1980s. This transformed them
from aging, disfigured and operationally untrustworthy
subway cars to an upgraded, highly reliable and graffitifree fleet within a period of several months. The first GE
R-26/28s were shipped to Morrison-Knudsen’s rebuild17

ing facility in Hornell, New York, straight from 239th
Street, in late 1985. The first 10-car train of GOH R-26s
was placed in 2 service on January 13, 1986, followed
by the first pair of GOH R-28s in February. Both types
immediately began mixing in consists with GE R-29s
that were also going through GOH, and the famous
“Redbirds” that have become so familiar on the IRT
lines came into being.
By July, 1986, all 104 of the original GE R-26/28s had
been removed from 2 and were going through the rebuild process. Meanwhile R-26/28s of the WH variety
remained in 6 service until they, too, began moving to
Hornell in March, 1986. The last such pair, still in more
or less original configuration (except for air-conditioning
and changes in flooring and paint scheme) was
7908/7909, which departed 6 in April, 1987. Cars
7842/7843 were the last pair of GOH R-26s to enter 2
service, on March 19, 1987, while the final four R-28s
(7908/7909 and 7930/7931) didn’t start carrying 2 passengers until October 22.
As delivered from M-K, the R-26/28s retained their
original “semi-permanent” configuration and were often
not numerically paired. This was especially the case
among ex-2, ex-GE groups (7750-7803 and 79107959) and reflected an almost constant process of preGOH intermixing to optimize reliability and minimize
long intervals in the shop. Among many significant
changes made as part of the GOH process, the entire
210-car R-26/28 fleet received a relatively up-to-date
General Electric SCM control system. As built, the GE
cars had contained an archaic MCM control package
that was considered finicky by many, while replacement
of the WH Cam control group on the ex-Pelham cars
enabled the standardization of parts stocks, inspections
and repair procedures. By 1991 this and completion of
the Mainline R-33 GOH process paved the way for implementation of the Scheduled Maintenance System
(SMS). As a result, all R-26/28s were mated numerically
and permanently linked at the B-ends by a drawbar.
All 210 GOH R-26/28s provided many faithful years of
service to 2, being swapped to 5 in exchange for
most of the GOH Main Line R-33 fleet in 1995. The R26/28s were fortunate in this regard as the entire fleet
had been spared the misfortune of early retirements
due to collisions or fires. After R-142s began service on
2 in mid-2000, Redbird R-33s were displaced concurrently from 2 to 5, and the first eight R-26/28/29s
withdrawn in late May of 2001. Despite their decreasing
number and advancing physical deterioration, the cars
continued to provide reliable service to NYCT customers, weekends included, for another year. Then, as the
(Continued on page 20)
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TRACK CONSTRUCTION FORECAST FOR DECEMBER, 2002
IN THE NYC TRANSIT SYSTEM
by David Erlitz
Well, it is that time of year again. The leaves have
fallen off the trees. The weather turns cold and gloomy.
People rush to kill to the last minute to get that special
Christmas gift for that someone special. Most of the
contractors take off for the season to let their employees enjoy this festive time of year with their families —
NOT! Just when you thought it was safe to go back into
the subway…
Actually, it is safer than it has been in years but you
just might not get there as planned on time. Minus all of
the station rehabilitations — and we could finally scratch
one of the major ones off, even though I’m sure they are
not fully completed with diversion requests: 72nd Street.
As you have probably read, seen on the TV news, or
even seen for yourself, the new 72nd Street headhouse
has been opened. There are some major jobs that will
be working this month that I may have left out of the
construction list, but they will be working in some form.
AirTrain, which was supposed to have started running
by now, has been delayed indefinitely. The Division of
Maintenance of Way’s Track subdivision will be testing
some new rail expansion joints on J to be used on the
Manhattan Bridge when the tracks are returned. I am
sure you all have heard by now about the emergency
DATE(S) TIME LINE(S)
AREA OF WORK
4 Track M2 N/E Bowling Green to N/
12/3 to
Nights
12/18
O Borough Hall
2 Track F2 S/O 110th Street to N/O
12/3 to
Nights
12/31
96th Street
12/7 to
12/9

Wkend
Nights

12/7 to
12/23

Wkend
Nights

4

Track J4 N/O 125th Street to N/O
138th Street-Grand Concourse

AM rush hour bypass of Queens-bound E & V trains
at the Lexington Avenue-53rd Street station, due to the
heavy customer volume and the lack of space on the
platform. The contractor has built a couple of sheds on
the platform were the new escalators and elevators will
be, which are making things extremely dangerous. So
this is what we came up with. Panels out on the Culver
line, structural repairs up in Washington Heights, and
the Atlantic Ave Reconfiguration (which was supposed
to have the Track P2 connected in November but has
been pushed back to December) are also underway.
Also, there is an emergency weekend shutdown of the
Brighton Line between Prospect Park and Atlantic Avenue to repair some damaged signal cables. This is similar to the same shutdown we ran in April and May with a
little bit of a twist. Then, we were able to suspend the W
shuttle for the weekend and operate mainline Q trains
to Stillwell Avenue to connect with the Q shuttle that
would operate from Stillwell to Prospect Park. Well, now
we do not have that option anymore, thanks to the Stillwell station rehabilitation project, so read on to see how
the hero saves the day, the villain is caught,...oh, sorry,
got carried away there. Anyway, a Happy Holiday Season and a Healthy New Year to all.

SERVICE ADJUSTMENT(S)
S/B single track via Track 3 S/O Wall Street
to n/o Borough Hall

DESCRIPTION OF WORK
Install protection boards and
post brackets

S/B single track via Track 3 S/O 110th Street to Rail renewal
N/O 96th Street
N/B single track via Track 1 N/O 125th Street
to S/O 138th Street, then via Track M to N/O
138th Street

1/Bus Tracks MVA/V1/V4 S/E Chambers 1 – S/B terminate/in service from Track 2 at
Street to N/E Chambers Street
Chambers Street
Bus – Chambers Street to South Ferry
12/15 to Sunday 2/5 Track WM N/O E. 180th Street to S/ No effect on service
12/16
and
O Bronx Park East
Monday
2 Track F2/J1A 149th Street-Grand S/B single track via Track 3 N/O 149th Street12/10 to Nights
12/13
Concourse to 142nd Street Junction Grand Concourse to 142nd Street Junction
and 138th Street-Grand Concourse

Install fire lines

High priority punch list work to
closeout contract
Install new ties and plates
Install wayside equipment

12/10 to
12/11

Nights

7

Track C1 N/E Main Street to S/O
Main Street

12/7 to
12/15

Wkndys

7

Tracks CMB/CMC N/O 111th Street No effect on service
to S/O Willets Point

Abate and remove asbestos
contained equipment

12/9 to
12/13

Daily

7

Track C1 N/O Main Street to
S/O Willets Point

S/B via Track M S/O Main Street then via
Track MC-MB to N/O 111th Street

Install signal cable and equipment

12/10 to
12/13

Nights

7

Track C1 N/O Grand Central
to S/E Hunters Point Avenue

S/B single track via Track 2 n/o Hunters
Point Avenue to N/O Grand Central

Tube wash

12/2 to
12/13

Nights

N/B express via Track A4 from S/O Canal
Street to S/O 42nd Street or 59th Street

Install track wall tiles

12/6 to
12/9

Wkend

S/B operates local via Track A1 from S/O
168th Street to S/O 145th Street

Structural repair and tunnel lighting rehabilitation

A/E Track A2 S/O 34th Street to N/O
42nd Street
A

Track A3 S/O 168th Street to S/E
145th Street

S/B via Track M S/O Main Street to Willets
Point

Remove defective fan motor

(Continued on page 19)
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Track Construction Forecast for December, 2002
(Continued from page 18)
DATE(S) TIME LINE(S)
12/9 to
12/13
12/7 to
12/8
12/14 to
12/15
12/11 to
12/13
12/14 to
12/23
11/26 to
12/13

Nights
Wkend
Wkend
Daily
Wkend
Nights
Nights

A

AREA OF WORK

SERVICE ADJUSTMENT(S)

th

Track A3 S/O 168 Street to S/ No effect on service
E 145th Street
F Track B2 N/O Avenue X to N/E N/B express via Track B3/4 S/O Avenue X to S/O
Kings Highway
Kings Highway
F Track B1 N/E Kings Highway S/B express via Track B3/4 S/O Kings Highway to
to N/O Avenue X
S/O Avenue X
F Track B1 N/E Kings Highway S/B express via Track B3/4 S/O Kings Highway to
to N/O Avenue X
S/O Ave X
F/S Tracks B2/B4 N/O Jay Street F – N/B via Eighth Avenue Line Jay Street to W.
and Broadway-Lafayette to S/ 4th Street
O W. 4th Street
F Track B2 N/O Bergen Street to F North – 179th Street to Hoyt-Schermerhorn;
North/ N/E Jay Street
relay at Lafayette Avenue
F South
F South – Avenue X to Hoyt-Schermerhorn; relay
at Bedford-Nostrand

F Track D4 S/O 36th Street to N/ N/B express via Track D2 S/O 36th Street to S/O
12/3 to
Nights
12/13
E Roosevelt Avenue
Roosevelt Avenue
11/12 to 7:30 AM E/V No tracks out of service
Queens-bound trains bypass Lexington Avenue12/31
to 9:30
53rd Street
AM
W Tracks B1/R1 N/E Whitehall
12/10 to Nights
S/B via Manhattan Bridge from Canal Street to
12/13
Street and S/O Broad Street to DeKalb Avenue
N/O Lawrence Street
12/10 to
24/7
M /N/ No tracks out of service
2 minutes additional running time
12/31
R /W
12/10 to Nights N Sh./ Track F2 S/E 95th Street to S/O N – N/B normal, S/B local 36th Street to 59th
th
12/20
R Sh. 36 Street
Street
R – Exclusive use on Tracks F1/F3 95th Street to
59th Street
Tracks D1/DC1/D3/4/D3 N/O S/B via Sea Beach Line S/O 36th Street to
Ninth Avenue to N/O Stillwell Stillwell Avenue; N/B normal
Wkend F /N/ Track A4/ED N/O Stillwell Ave- No effect on service
Q /W nue to S/O Stillwell Avenue

12/14 to
12/15
12/13 to
12/16

Wkend

12/7 to
12/9

Wkend

W

Q/Q Tracks A3/A4 N/O Atlantic
Sh./ Avenue to N/O Prospect Park
Bus/N
Sh./
RShtl

12/13 to 8:00 PM L/L Tracks P2/Q2 S/E E. 105th
12/20
to 10:14 Short/ Street to N/E Broadway JuncPM
Bus tion
Fridays
12/13 to
12/23

Wkend

12/9 to
12/20

Daily

L
Bus

Tracks P1/P2/Q2/AY1 S/E
Rockaway Parkway to N/E
Broadway Junction

L/ Tracks P2/Q2 S/E Rockaway
L Sh. Parkway to S/E Broadway
Junction

DESCRIPTION OF WORK
Structural repair and tunnel lighting rehabilitation
Type III panel installation
Type III panel installation
Type III panel installation
Switch renewal of Switch #50A/B
and 52A/B
Install Continuous Welded Rail

Tie and plate renewal
Congestion bypass due to station
rehabilitation; will be reissued in
2003
Switch #345 renewal
Slow speed for Switch #345
Install conduits, tunnel lighting
fixtures, and receptacles

Wayside testing, breakdown
testing, track in service
Concrete structural replacement
of south deck. At the conclusion
of this G.O., Track 4 will be out
of service until May, 2004 and
Track 1 will return to service for
put-ins and lay-ups

Q – operates from 57th Street-Seventh Avenue to Repair damaged signal cables
Pacific Street
Q Sh. – Brighton Beach to Prospect Park
N Sh. – 86th Street to 36th Street
R Sh. – Exclusive use on Tracks F1/F3 95th Street
to 59th Street
L – No effect on service; lay-up at Rockaway
Parkway
L Short – turn every other S/B train back at
Broadway Junction
Bus – Rockaway Parkway to Broadway Junction;

Disconnect temporary Track P2
and connect new Track Q2. Second weekend is a backup weekend

L – Eighth Avenue to Broadway Junction
Bus – Rockaway Parkway to Broadway Junction

Disconnect temporary Track P2
and connect new TrackQ2. Second weekend will be used to
connect Track J2A and take out
Track Y4
L – Eighth Avenue to Broadway Junction
Preparatory work for new Track
L Sh. – Rockaway Parkway to Broadway Junction Q2 connection

(Continued on page 20)
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Around New York’s Transit System
New Car Roster
Following is a roster of the new subway cars that are
being delivered:
CAR
NUMBERS

CAR
CLASS

NUMBER
OF CARS

6301-6980

R-142

680

Bombardier Transit Original
Services
order

6981-7180

R-142

200

Bombardier Transit Option I
Services

1101-1250?

R-142

150

Bombardier Transit Change
Services
order

7211-7610

R-142A

400

Kawasaki Rail Car

Original
order

7611-7730

R-142A

120

Kawasaki Rail Car

Option I

8101-8200

R-143

100

Kawasaki Rail Car

Original
order

8201-8312

R-143

112

Kawasaki Rail Car

Option I

MANUFACTURER NOTES

Discharging Trains at Terminals
When approaching the terminal, the Conductor must
make two announcements to alert passengers that the
train must be discharged at the terminal. At the terminal,
the Conductor must make another announcement
requesting passengers to leave the train. The
Conductor must close the doors after all the passengers
leave the train. Then the Conductor will deactivate the

Master Door Controller panel, and key open the crew
emergency doors at both Conductor operating positions
and a door nearest the platform entrance. Train
Operators must perform this procedure on put-ins.
Train crews must be on their train two minutes before
the scheduled leaving time. When the starting lights are
lit, the Conductor must open all doors to allow
passengers to board the train.
During hot, cold, or bad weather, when a train is
standing in a station because it is delayed, the
Conductor must close the doors to conserve the hot or
cold air, and reopen the doors when the train is ready to
proceed.
Windshield Wiper Operation
When Train Operators make their regular preinspection, they must verify that the windshield wipers
operate at each operating end. On cars with electrically
operated windshield wipers, Train Operators must set
the switch to all operating positions to verify that the
wiper works at all speeds. If the car has a washer
pushbutton, Train Operators must press the pushbutton
to verify that there is washer fluid in the tank. They must
inspect and clear any obstruction that impedes the
windshield wiper arm and blade motion. They must not
use the windshield wiper to clear ice, snow, or any
obstruction from the windshield. Trains with inoperative
wipers or empty fluid tanks may leave the yard if the
(Continued on page 13)

Track Construction Forecast for December, 2002
(Continued from page 19)
DATE(S) TIME LINE(S)
12/9 to
12/27

Nights

12/17 to
12/31

24/7

AREA OF WORK

L/ Track Q2 N/E BushwickL Sh./ Aberdeen to S/O Myrtle AveBus nue
L

No tracks out of service

SERVICE ADJUSTMENT(S)

DESCRIPTION OF WORK

L – Eighth Avenue to Myrtle Avenue
Type II-Type II chip-out
L Sh. – Rockaway Parkway to Broadway Junction
Bus – Myrtle Avenue to Broadway Junction
2 minutes additional running time

Slow speed for Track Q2 chip-out

Daily = Days, Wkend = Fri to Mon Continuous, Wkndys = Sat/Sun Days

David Erlitz is a Superintendent with MTA New York City Transit and has been interested in trains all his life. He may be contacted via e-mail at tderlitz@juno.com.
An Historical Perspective on R-26 and R-28 Assignments
(Continued from page 17)

second wave of R-142s were placed quickly and directly into service on 5, the presence of Redbirds diminished accordingly. By the late summer of 2002, the
final train or two of R-26/28/29s was making consistent
appearances on 5 each rush hour, their longevity
20

linked to the halting progress of R-142 deliveries. As the
new cars ultimately overcame their many technical and
operational hurdles, time was clearly no longer an ally
and the end came at last on October 7. Their final retirement continues to close the book on operational technologies that have evolved over many years and served
the New York subway system well. Moreover, it ends
the legacy of builder American Car & Foundry, which
has been represented locally since inauguration of the
IRT Subway in 1904.

NEW YORK DIVISION BULLETIN - FEBRUARY, 2003

The
Bulletin

New York Division, Electric Railroaders’ Association
Vol. 46, No. 2

February, 2003

The Bulletin

IND EXTENDED TO BROOKLYN 70 YEARS AGO

Published by the New
York Division, Electric
Railroaders’
Association,
Incorporated, PO Box
3001, New York, New
York 10008-3001.

The IND Eighth Avenue Subway was extended to Jay Street, Brooklyn on February 1,
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first train left Chambers Street southbound at
6:05 AM February 1. It departed from Jay
Street at 6:12 AM and made express stops to
207th Street. The following service was operated:

WEEKDAY AND
SATURDAY

SUNDAY

RUNNING TIME

5:40-12:50 AM

—

37

th

12:52-5:32 AM

24 hours

44

th

5:40-12:50 AM

—

31

Local leaving 207 Street to Jay Street
Local leaving 168 Street to Chambers Street

elaborate. There are ten direct entrances
from the sidewalks or buildings and numerous interior ramps and passageways by
which IND riders can transfer to the IRT and
BMT. In 1933, passengers transferring between the IRT, BMT, or IND had to pay an
additional five-cent fare. However, IND riders
could gain access to the station through IRT
or BMT entrances without having to pass
through their fare controls.
The IND attempted to compete by running
trains more often than the IRT and BMT. Until
riding increased, short trains were operated
in non-rush hours.

The entire Eighth Avenue Subway was
served by 974 trains a day. Fifteen additional
cars were placed in service and 43 jobs were
created.
This extension, which added 2.2 miles to
the 12.05-mile original Eighth Avenue Subway, cost about $30 million, including $22
million for construction of the river tunnels.
The High Street station, 85 feet below the
surface, was not opened until June 24, 1933,
because of the delay in completing installation of the escalators. Although the Broadway–Nassau station was not the largest in
the city subway system, it was the most

HEADWAYS EFFECTIVE FEBRUARY 1, 1933
EVERY
DAY

WEEKDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

LINE

MIDNIGHT

AM
RUSH

MIDDAY

PM
RUSH

EVENING

AM
RUSH,
NOON

MORNING,
AFTERNOON

EVENING

MORNING

AFTERNOON

EVENING

A

—

3

5

3

5, 6, 8

4

5

5, 6, 8

—

—

—

AA

12

4

5

4

5, 6

7, 6, 5

5

6

NOT AVAILABLE

(Continued on page 4)
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BRIGHTON LINE ROUTE CHANGES
by Bernard Linder
(Continued from Previous Issue)
SOUTH OF SHEEPSHEAD BAY
May 19, 1917
May 30, 1917
October 21, 1918
November 19, 1918

December 23, 1918
May 30, 1919

Second track in service between Sheepshead Bay and Ocean Parkway
Single track in operation between Ocean Parkway and W. 8th Street
Trains were laid up and terminated at Brighton Beach Yard instead of Sheepshead Bay.
New tower and crew room were placed in service
To allow the permanent northbound track to be connected south of Sheepshead Bay,
northbound trains operated on the express track from Sheepshead Bay to Kings Highway
between 10:30 AM and 4:25 PM. When the permanent southbound track was connected,
southbound trains operated on the express track between these points. Shuttles provided
local service between Neck Road and Kings Highway
New tower at Ocean Parkway was placed in service
Brighton trains started operating to Stillwell Avenue. Locals approached from the lower
level and expresses from the upper level

NORTH OF CHURCH AVENUE
July 25, 1917
September 25, 1918
December 26, 1918
May 2, 1919
June 25, 1919
September 3, 1919
September 25, 1919
August 1, 1920

New northbound track at Woodruff Avenue was placed in service
New southbound track and new southbound platforms at Prospect Park and Parkside Avenue were placed in service. This new track was connected to the old track north of Prospect Park
Northbound platform at Prospect Park was placed in service. Single track operation was in
effect for about an hour between Lincoln Road and Eastern Parkway while track changes
were made
The permanent northbound track and temporary island platform were placed in service at
Prospect Park
The new permanent northbound express track was placed in service between Church
Avenue and Prospect Park. The local track was turned over to the contractor and a temporary wooden platform was built at Parkside Avenue
Church Avenue west station opened
New northbound and southbound local tracks were placed in service between Church
Avenue and Prospect Park. Express tracks were in service the following morning
Trains started running via Flatbush Avenue, Montague Street Tunnel, and Manhattan
Bridge to Manhattan. Shuttles operated from Franklin Avenue to Prospect Park in the winter. Through service operated to Coney Island in the summer
A test car and a test train operated on May 6, 1899,
transporting railroad and government officials. A Flatbush Avenue trolley car ran from Borough Hall to Prospect Park, where the officials transferred to a two-car
train composed of one open motor car and one trailer.
The train made the 6½-mile trip in 9 minutes, averaging
40 miles per hour, and made even better time on the
return trip. On June 3, 1899, Flatbush Avenue trolley
cars started running from Park Row to Brighton Beach
via a ramp at Prospect Park and the Brighton Line.

EXTENSION TO FRANKLIN AVENUE
On May 7, 1894, the company obtained the consent of
the Common Council of the City of Brooklyn to change
the northerly terminus from Atlantic Avenue near Franklin Avenue to Fulton Street at or near Franklin Avenue to
connect with the railroad of Kings County Elevated Railway Company. The company was granted the right to
lower the grade of its railroad across Park Place about
one foot below the grade of the street and to raise the
grade of its railroad across Prospect Place about one
foot. The company was not allowed to build the station
platform above the sidewalk at Franklin Avenue.

BRIGHTON HOTEL
The Brighton Hotel was located west of Coney Island
Avenue between the Atlantic Ocean and the private
right-of-way on the present-day Brighton Beach Avenue.
The Brighton Beach Music Hall was west of the hotel
and the race track was north of the private right-of-way.

BRIGHTON LINE ELECTRIFICATION
The Brighton Line was shut down completely on April
2, 1899 to allow stringing of trolley wire. Five hundred
men were able to complete the work on May 1, 1899.
New 92-pound track rail was installed and the road was
ballasted.

(Continued on page 3)
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In 1892, the Sea Beach fare was reduced to 20 cents
and the LIRR fare from Flatbush Avenue to Manhattan
Beach was reduced to 30 cents.
There must have been an overlapping fare zone on
the Brighton Line. An August 24, 1906 newspaper article informs us that passengers boarding south of Prospect Park received identification checks to be surrendered at the second fare point. Until September, 1911,
Avenue U, Neck Road, and Sheepshead Bay were in
the second fare zone. At that time the second fare zone
was moved to Brighton Beach. Effective May 1, 1920
fare zones were discontinued.

Brighton Line Route Changes
(Continued from page 2)

On March 21, 1899, Brooklyn Rapid Transit bought the
Brighton Beach Hotel, which was inspected by the officials who rode the first electric train on May 6, 1899.
The hotel was scheduled to open on Memorial Day.
About 1887, the hotel and the music hall were moved
away from the ocean, but erosion took away all that
was gained. A new stone bulkhead was built and two
acres of land, formerly under water, were reclaimed in
front of the music hall.
To attract a better class of people, the company continued charging a ten-cent fare to Brighton Beach in
1899.

SHEEPSHEAD BAY RACE TRACK SPUR
The Sheepshead Bay Race Track was located east of
Ocean Avenue between Gravesend Neck Road and
Jerome Avenue. When the race track was open, Brighton trains switched from the main line to the turnouts,
which were located approximately 250 feet south of the
south end of the Neck Road station. Trains then operated on the surface via a long reverse curve, terminating at a six-track station at Ocean Avenue between Avenue X and Avenue Y. Although the track closed at the
end of the 1910 season, the turnouts adjacent to the
main line were not removed until early in 1929. The retaining walls supporting these turnouts were visible for
more than half a century. During April, 1984, a contractor who was building two-family homes adjacent to the
Brighton Line demolished the retaining walls with a jackhammer.

STATIONS CLOSED, THEN REOPENED
When the BRT took over in April, 1899, the Sterling
Place station on the present-day Franklin Avenue Shuttle was closed without permission from the State Railroad Commission. It was reopened for a brief period,
then closed again. In November, 1899, 500 people
signed a petition requesting that the station be reopened. A hearing was scheduled for November 15, but
we do not know whether the station was reopened.
The Dean Street station was also closed in April,
1899. It was reopened on October 28, 1901 and closed
permanently on September 10, 1995. At that time it was
the least busy station in the transit system.
The Woodruff Avenue station was closed on May 22,
1917.
On December 30, 1919 the name of the Consumers
Park station was changed to Botanical Gardens. On
October 5, 1928, this station was closed and a new Botanic Gardens station was opened.

PLATFORM EXTENSIONS
In 1964, Brighton Line platforms were extended to
accommodate 10-car trains. But the Newkirk Avenue
platforms could not be extended without realigning the
local tracks. To perform this work, the express tracks
were disconnected north and south of the station and
the local tracks in the station were also disconnected.
During the night of February 8-9, 1964, hard rail connections were made between the local and express
tracks north and south of the station. Skip-stop service
was operated on the Brighton Line during this period.
Local tracks were reconnected during the October 1718, 1964 weekend.
The express tracks were in service on November 2,
and normal service was resumed.

STEAM RETURNS BRIEFLY
On June 14, 1901, steam engines were placed in service again because the company needed power for additional trolley service to the beaches. Trains were so
slow that the frequency was reduced from 10 to 15 minutes. The company expected to resume electric service
by July 1, if the Halsey substation was in service.

FARE ZONES
An 1886 agreement listed the following fares to Coney
Island:
RAILROAD

FARE

New York & Manhattan Beach (LIRR)

45 cents

Brooklyn, Flatbush & Coney Island (Brighton)

35 cents

Prospect Park & Coney Island (Culver)

35 cents

Coney Island & Brooklyn (Coney Island Avenue trolley)

15 cents

Brooklyn, Bath & West End

30 cents

New York & Sea Beach

25 cents
3
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IND Extended to Brooklyn 70 Years Ago
(Continued from page 1)

CARS
EVERY
DAY

WEEKDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

LINE

MIDNIGHT

AM
RUSH

MIDDAY

PM
RUSH

EVENING

AM
RUSH,
NOON

MORNING,
AFTERNOON

EVENING

MORNING

AFTERNOON

EVENING

A

—

7

4

7

4

6

(A)

4

—

—

—

AA

3

3

2

3

3

3

3

3

Not Available

(A) 6 cars—morning
4 cars—afternoon
operating to Roosevelt Avenue and to Nassau Avenue
on August 19. After these extensions were in service,
riding increased rapidly, as shown in the following table:

The IND expanded rapidly in 1933, reaching Bergen
Street on March 20 and Church Avenue on October 7.
The Concourse Line opened on July 1. Trains started

FARES COLLECTED — YEAR ENDED JUNE 30
1933

1934

1935

58,870,935

117,674,861

140,481,975

Concourse Line

—

24,752,308

31,899,246

Queens Boulevard Line

—

9,535,006

15,561,896

Brooklyn Crosstown Line

—

2,310,970

3,429,041

210,615

7,385,018

11,603,416

59,081,550

161,658,163

202,975,574

Eighth Avenue Line

Smith Street-Prospect Park Line
TOTAL

R-143 UPDATE
by George Chiasson
and C January 8. Of other niggling details worthy of
mention at this juncture, the silver “streaks” observed
on R-38 roofs for some time (perhaps since 2000) are
strips of Teflon tape stretched across the welded seams
of roof panels, evidently to address deterioration/leaking
problems. Some R-38s show paint over the tape strips
and a handful appear to have had repairs made. Jamaica Shop is on a campaign to clean, paint, and buff
up the fiberglass end caps of the R-46 fleet.
Contrary to what had been understood as an isolated
appearance, Bill Zucker offers occasional observations
of Coney Island-assigned R-40M trains on q from November 8 until approximately December 27. In addition,
expansion of the Phase II R-32 fleet at Jamaica, thanks
to the R-40/R40M transfers from East New York during
2002, has resulted in the full-time presence of R-32s on
R commencing the week of December 16. This applies
to weekdays and weekends, including late evenings but
not necessarily overnights. Nominally, Jamaica R-32s
continue to provide all E service with few exceptions

The R-143 program made limited progress through
the holiday season, with 8273-8276 and 8293-8300 delivered. No additional cars were placed in service during
the period, but 8125-8132 have been in and out of service testing prototype door hangers from Fujitech. This
train has been running as such since October, 2002 and
is not to be intermixed with other R-143s. Cars 81778184 are outfitted with a new type of communications
system from Panasonic. In early January, a minor accident at East New York Yard damaged the couplers on
8169 and 8253 slightly, requiring components supplied
by Kawasaki. Cars 8261-8268 were observed making a
“burn-in” run at Myrtle Avenue on January 9, with placement in L service looming. All delivered R-143s
through 8296 had completed various phases of testing,
with static function being performed on 8297-8300.
8301-8304 were expected to arrive by mid-January, and
at least one of the two remaining 4-car units by the end
of the month.
There were no other R-40M or R-32 transfers during
the period between December 15 and January 10, with
several of the ex-Jamaica Phase I R-32s seen on A

(Continued on page 15)
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MORE NEW MILLENNIUM CARS FOR THE BMT-IND LINES:
THE R160 CAR CLASS
by Raymond R. Berger and Raymond S. Mercado
Alstom is considered winning a low-risk contract. Alstom
won the major portion of the contract based on its low
bid, which was within three percent of other offers, but
deemed reasonable, based on Brazil's low labor and
production costs. However, Kawasaki did beat Alstom in
the technical evaluation of the contract.
Alstom and Kawasaki have set up a joint venture
known as "Alskaw" to manage the contract The Project
Manager will come from Alstom's payroll and Kawasaki
will provide systems engineering, although ultimate
responsibility for the R-160 will rest with Alstom. There
will be a single specification for components such as
doors, brakes, and air conditioning, which will be
overseen by a joint sourcing team. 400 cars will be
manufactured by Alstom and Kawasaki will build 260.
Using its Onix traction system with IGBT air-cooled
inverters fed from NYCT's 600 volt DC third rails,
Alstom will supply all traction equipment. Kawasaki will
build all the trucks and all cars will be motored;
remember only 70 percent of the R-142/142As have
motors.
Alstom's alternating current motors have a nominal
rating of 110 kilowatts and will be identical on both
fleets, but with different mounting brackets to suit the
Kawasaki trucks. There will be three sub-classes within
the R-160 contract. The Alstom cars will delivered in
four-car and five-car formations and Kawasaki will ship
only five-car units. Of course, provision is made on all
cars for the eventual installation of Communication
Based Train Control equipment. It is anticipated that the
initial R-160s will replace R-32, R-38, R-40, and R-42
cars. Two units of five cars each are scheduled to be
delivered within 33 months of signature of the contract
by each car builder, for a total of 20 cars. After that,
there will be a nine-month period of acceptance testing,
particularly concentrating on acceleration, braking, air
conditioning, and electromagnetic currents and
emissions, as well as compatibility with other NYCT
cars. Another nine months will be required for road
testing the cars without passengers before normal
deliveries begin.
The last cars of the base contract are scheduled to be
delivered in 2007. However, it is expected that options
of 1,000 to 1,040 more R-160 cars will be exercised in
2005-2006, bringing production of the cars to 2010.
Alstom's ability to offer a lower price than its
competitors was due to its plan to fabricate the body
shells in Lapa, Brazil. Final assembly will be at its
Hornell, New York plant, in the same way that NJ
Transit's 265 Comet V cars are manufactured. These
cars will be completed in July, 2003. Kawasaki will

On July 29, 2002 the Metropolitan Transportation
Authority announced the award of a long-awaited
subway car construction contract for BMT-IND lines,
known as Class R-160. This contract was signed on
October 31, 2002, and with it the tone of rapid transit
operations and car maintenance for the B Division for
most of the first half of the 21st Century was set.
The $961 million R-160 contract is most unusual
because it joins two competing car manufacturers to
form an alliance that will benefit both manufacturers,
NYC Transit, and the public. Success in the
construction, delivery, and operation of both the 520-car
R142As and the 212-car R143s by Kawasaki Rail Car,
Incorporated, resulted in a suggestion by the MTA to
include KRC in the 660-car R-160 contract. Alstom
offered the R-160 cars based on the manufacture of car
shells and other equipment at its recently acquired
Mafersa car plant in Lapa, a suburb of Sao Paulo,
Brazil. Currently, NJ Transit's Comet V cars are
manufactured there and are completed in the United
States. Similarly, the last of Amtrak's California Cars are
now almost finished and the newest Chicago Transit
Authority car shells were manufactured there in the late
1990s. In each case, final assembly occurred in the
USA so the cars could meet the requirements of the
Buy America Act.
Examining the history of NYCT's New Generation,
New Millennium Cars, we can understand how the
contract evolved. Kawasaki's latest involvement in
NYCT began in 1989 with the award of a prototype test
train, Class R-110A, under the New Technology Test
Train Program. In 1998, the company won a share of
the R-142 contract to supply the cars for the
replacement of the Redbird (R-26/28/29/33/36) fleet.
Ultimately, the R-142 contract was shared with
Bombardier Transit Services. 680 cars, with an option
for 350 more, were awarded to Bombardier under
Contract R-142. 400 cars, with an option for 120 more,
were awarded to Kawasaki Rail Car, Incorporated,
under Contract R142-A. All cars in these car classes
are powered by Alstom's Onix traction package. Later,
KRC won the R-143 car contract, but these 212 cars
are fitted with Bombardier traction equipment.
As the R-160 car is closely based on the R-143,
Alstom was regarded as offering a well-proven, reliable
technology. Bear in mind that the R-143 car's superior
performance is based on Bombardier's traction system
and that the R-142A's is based on Alstom's Onix
system. Both car classes have racked up Mean
Distance Between Failure records twice as high as
those required in the contract specifications. Thus,
5
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TECH TALK
by Jeffrey Erlitz
actual construction work and the contractor has completed mobilizing.
In the October, 2002 Bulletin I mentioned that the bid
opening for the Concourse Line signal rehabilitation
project (S-32308-R) had taken place on September 19.
Only one bid was received, by Halmar Construction
Company, and after some price negotiation, it was
awarded the contract on December 31.
In that same issue of the Bulletin, I mentioned that I
thought that Safetran Systems was the supplier for the
Maintainer’s indication panel inside the Central Instrument Room at Rector Street (205 CIR). This turns out to
be true but it was Safetran’s fourth installation on the
subway, not its third. I only found out recently that Safetran supplied the local control and indication panels on
the Brighton Line under that line’s second signal contract (S-32305) in the mid-1990s.
In the discussion last month about the original track
and signal arrangement on the Centre Street Line, I was
working from memory rather than directly from the periodical from which the information came from. For this, I
apologize. The magazine was the February 1914 issue
of The Signal Engineer, which was Volume 7, Number
2.
There were only two, not three towers to control train
movements on this line, and the signal equipment was
supplied by General Railway Signal Company, not the
Federal Signal Company. Federal supplied the interlocking machines at Chambers Street and Essex Street
when the line was resignalled two years later. There
was no interlocking at Essex Street during this initial
operation, which is why I still suspect that the interlocking machine at Bowery was originally at the Delancey
Street terminal.
According to the article, the two tracks that were in
service were simply Track 1 from Essex Street to
Chambers Street and Track 2 from Chambers Street to
Essex Street. These were also the track numbers used
on the Williamsburg Bridge. Apparently, the track numbers did not have the line letter “J” in them.
The automatic block signals from Chambers Street to
the Williamsburg Bridge apparently did have the track
numbers on their number plates (though also not the
line letter “J”) but it was done in IRT fashion with the
track number as the last digit.
Interestingly, the signal indications of the home signals
mimicked the indications of the outdoor semaphore signals used elsewhere on the BRT. They were also the
same as those on the IRT, with green over red, yellow
over red and red over yellow indications.
Though this was a GRS signal installation with electric
Model 4-A switch machines, all of the train stops were

The last phase of the West End Line signal rehabilitation project (S-32344) is the interlocking at Ninth Avenue. This area is the most complicated part of the entire
project, which may have something to do with saving it
for last. As of mid-January, the cut-in is being scheduled
to take place in ten steps from March 1 to April 13,
mostly over weekends. At the conclusion of this work
the only old BMT signals and interlocking machines left
will be on the 14th Street-Canarsie Line. Those, of
course, are not long for this world either.
A Capital Program project not previously mentioned
here started last September. Contract E-33809 is installing new tunnel lighting on Tracks B3 and B4 (express)
of the Sixth Avenue Line from the Manhattan Bridge
portal to 34th Street. This project is being handled by the
in-house forces of Maintenance of Way. Budgeted at
$34.8 million, the work should be completed by the last
day of this year. The project is actually taking place in
two parts. The tunnel lighting construction is what
started last September. The other part is the construction of Electrical Distribution Rooms and/or Tunnel
Lighting Rooms, which is still in design. It is expected
that this work will also be done in-house. During the
past month, new conduits and fixtures were installed on
the northbound Track B4 between the Grand Street and
Broadway-Lafayette Street stations. This was very convenient, as this track is currently out of service for the
Manhattan Bridge reconstruction work.
Another project not previously discussed that is currently under construction is the upgrade of the 179th
Street station on the Queens Boulevard Line for ADA
accessibility. Three elevators are being constructed by
Innivax-Pillar, Incorporated of White Plains, New York
under contract A-35904. This $13.5 million project
started last May and should be complete by the end of
June next year.
T. Moriarty & Son is busy rehabilitating two pump
rooms under contract E-40802, Pump Room 1001 at
Whitehall Street (Broadway Line) and Pump Room
1016 at 36th Street (Fourth Avenue Line). This $7.4 million project started on the day after Christmas in 2001
and should wrap up by this October.
The project to install the first solid-state interlocking at
Bergen Street was awarded to Alcatel Transport Automation (U.S.) Incorporated back on June 18, 2002.
Though the relay room for this interlocking was originally going to be located behind the token booth on the
southbound platform, a building at 166 Smith Street is
apparently going to be the site for this room now. The
track work for this project, as in several other recent
projects, will be conducted under a separate contract
number, in this case, S-32712. Currently, both the upper
and lower levels are being surveyed in preparation of
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only three tracks at the new station, and operating authority — the State Legislature would have to enact a
law to permit Metro-North to operate in Columbia and
Rensselaer Counties.
Operating a ferry service across the Hudson River
during the winter season could be problematic, as commuters learned during the winter of 2000-2001 (please
see February, 2001 Bulletin). At that time, the Hudson
River froze on the Ossining side because of its north
and west location, which is the direction from which the
wind blows. The two previous relatively mild winters
caused no such problems. This year service was suspended on January 14 for a completely different reason.
Yes, the temperatures were below freezing, but this time
the reason was that the new high-speed boats use Hudson River water to cool their engines, and they were
drawing in a slushy mixture, which created a dam that
prevented the water from reaching the engines. Commuters were told to use Tappan ZEExpress buses destined for Tarrytown. This suspension was still in effect as
this column was being finalized during the third week of
January.
MTA Metro-North Railroad (West)
Metro-North has started preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to explore the possibility
of adding parking in the Harriman-Salisbury Mills Corridor, which is served by the Port Jervis Line. The study
will examine several alternatives including expansion of
the existing station at Harriman, construction of a new
station and parking at another location, or a new rail
station and use of 1,800 existing parking spaces at the
Woodbury Common Outlet Center. The latter has been
strongly opposed by residents and their elected officials.
Connecticut Department of Transportation
Elected officials in eight Fairfield County towns have
urged Metro-North to order new cars for the New Haven
Line and not wait for the results of a study being conducted by CDOT that would determine the viability of
double-decker cars. Double-decker cars could accommodate 150 passengers vs. the 110 that the present
single-level cars hold, but their height could cause problems fitting within the 16-foot tunnels under Park Avenue in Manhattan. CDOT’s study is looking at whether
existing models could be modified. With most of the
electric fleet now approaching 30 years of age, about
15% are out of service on any given day. Thanks to
member David A. Cohen for the report from The New
Haven Register.
In early January, the Connecticut Transportation Strategy Board issued its final report on how the State of
Connecticut should increase cargo transport, expand

Metropolitan Transportation Authority
As was expected, the MTA scheduled public hearings
on its fare/toll increase proposals, between February 4
and February 20. They were held in the five boroughs
and Nassau, Suffolk, Westchester, and Rockland Counties. If there were any in Orange and Putnam Counties,
they were not listed in the advertisement I have.
If approved, railroad fares would go up an average of
33%, and the on-board ticket surcharge for purchasing
a ticket when a station ticket office was open or TVM
was available would rise to $3.50 from its present $2.
Rules would also be changed concerning discounts and
policies. New ticket types would be created, and zone
changes could be made. With Secaucus Transfer opening later this year, $75 would be added to the cost of a
Port Jervis or Pascack Valley Line ticket for the ride into
New York Penn. A one-way fare of up to $2.50 would
apply otherwise.
MTA Metro-North Railroad (East)
Metro-North’s 2003 Operating Budget Proposal lists
the following goals:
Rolling Stock
• Expand M-1 Critical System Overhaul Program
• Continue M-2 Major Component Replacement
Project
• Initiate FL-9 Locomotive Overhaul
• Continue the Preventative Maintenance Program
for Rolling Stock
Shops and Yards
• Open Highbridge Yard
• Upgrade New Haven Shop and Storage Yard
• Continue Structures and Facilities Maintenance
Program
Maintenance of Way
• Continue Cyclical Track Maintenance
Contingency plans have been prepared that would
permit Metro-North trains to be extended to Albany, according to a report sent by member Josh Weis. Planning began last summer when Amtrak was facing the
latest of its fiscal crises. It was expected that this would
only happen should Amtrak reduce or eliminate service
to New York City. However, an Amtrak spokeswoman
commented that the railroad would welcome the competition as there would be more service from which passengers could select. Metro-North trains would not complete the journey in the same amount of time as the Amtrak trains because they would make more stops. A few
years ago, Metro-North tried to extend service into
Dutchess County, but retreated due to local opposition.
There are issues that would need to be resolved before
all of this could come about. They deal with inadequate
space in the rail yard north of the Rensselaer station,
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6:14 PM Hoboken/Hackettstown, a (limited) express,
almost always winds up behind its leader. To correct
this, a new timetable was issued on January 26, which
pushes back this train six minutes. NJ Transit officials
will also be setting up a meeting with passengers who
ride from stations west of Montclair.
Although NJ Transit has classified the project to restore passenger service on the New York Susquehanna
& Western (Susie-Q) as “inactive” (October, 2002 Bulletin), nonetheless the transit agency will acquire a 120acre site that was formerly a landfill in Hardyston
(Stockholm) for eventual use as a train storage yard. By
acquiring the site, NJ Transit will assume the estimated
$6 million cost for environmental remediation.
I received the following report via email. “As of December 15, Norfolk Southern's Harrisburg Division has
taken Number One and Number Two Orange Running
Track between milepost WD 8.4 and ‘DB,’ the West End
Running Track between ‘DB’ and West End, and the
Newark Industrial Track between milepost NK 4.3 and
milepost NK 8.0, out of service.” These include the
tracks leading to/from the retired portion of the Boonton
Line.
At the end of 2002, the New Jersey Association of Rail
Passengers (NJ-ARP) reported the status of NJ Transit’s rail projects as follows:
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transit, and reduce congestion on I-84 and I-95. According to the article which appeared in The New York
Times, Governor John G. Rowland expressed concerns
as to how this $4.9 billion program would be funded
while the state grapples with a projected $2 billion
budget shortfall over the next few years. Although mention was made that there would be improvements and
expansions of bus and rail lines, no specifics were provided.
MTA Long Island Rail Road
Kenneth Bauer, President of the Long Island Rail
Road and one of the more popular men to hold that position, announced his retirement on January 9, to be
effective on March 3, ending 30 years of MTA service.
Mr. Bauer was appointed as Acting President on May 5,
2000, and had the “Acting” removed that December. He
could probably be considered a rare type of transit executive, because he also commuted on the LIRR. There
was no immediate announcement as to a successor,
but in light of the MTA’s announcement last October that
it would merge the Long Island and Metro-North into
one railroad, it is possible that Metro-North President
Peter A. Cannito could assume that responsibility.
NJ Transit
System Timetable No. 7, with an ALP-46 on its cover,
went into effect at 12:01 AM January 1. It incorporates
all of the changes necessitated by the Montclair Connection last September. In fact, as I predicted, there is
no longer any reference to the Boonton Line, except for
the Boonton station. Mileposts, stations, etc., are listed
under the Montclair Branch.
Last April, faced with overcrowding conditions on 30
peak hour trains, NJ Transit embarked on a program to
improve service. Between June and November, 11,500
seats were added to midtown service, and nine trains
now have less than 100 standees. All told, 34 new
weekday trains were added, bringing the total to 646.
Following is a summary of those improvements:
• June 16, one new train
• September 7, five new trains
• September 29, 26 additional trains due to Montclair Connection
• October 27, one new train
• November 4, one Montclair-Hoboken train
Future rail service improvements were outlined in the
December, 2002 Bulletin.
Member Bruce Russell sent an article from the
(Newark) Star-Ledger, which reported on the dissatisfaction, that some Boonton Line riders have for their
current rail service. The complaints are coming from
riders who do not have Midtown Direct service, from
Little Falls west. Passengers are reporting fewer trains
and scheduling problems. As an example, Train #1055,

PROJECT
HBLRT/
Weehawken
HBLRT/22nd
Street
Bergen Tunnels Phase I
SNJLRT
Secaucus
Transfer
Pascack Valley Sidings
Union Township Station

STATUS

CURRENT
DEADLINE
Under Con- 2004
struction
Under Con- 2003
struction
Tunnels
March, 2003
Lined
Operations Late June, 2003
Testing
Ongoing
September, 2003

ORIGINAL
DEADLINE
2003

Designed

2000

2004

2003
August, 2002
2003
2002

Under Con- Late Spring, 2003 December, 2001
struction

As noted above, the Union station on the Raritan Valley Line did not open on December 31, 2002.
It did not take long, but Alan Kramer reported that
HBLRT cars 2020 and 2029, which had been partially
wrapped in safety advertisements and decorated as
“Holiday Express” with snowflakes in the windows, were
returned to their original colors during the first week of
January.
On December 15, 2002, DMU 3506 became the first
SNJLRT car to run in the streets of Camden. Please
see Bruce Russell’s report on page 15.
Port Authority Trans-Hudson Corporation
Alan Kramer reported that in advance of Exchange
Place re-opening in a few months, some PA-1 through
PA-4 cars are receiving EXPL destination signs in lieu
of WTC. A temporary World Trade Center station is ex(Continued on page 9)
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placed by welded rail had been in use since the 1950s.
A shuttle bus is replacing the one train in each direction that operates middays on Route R-6 between Center City and Cynwyd. SEPTA forces have been replacing running rails since December 16. This work is expected to last for six months.
Washington, D.C. area
Ridership has not met expectations on MARC’s line to
Frederick. Since the line opened in December, 2001, an
average of 287 riders used the trains, as opposed to the
expected 350. Estimates were that ridership would grow
to 1,600 by the year 2005, with a doubling of service.
In 2002, Metrorail accepted 96 new CAF 5000s, and
the balance of the 192-car order is expected to be in
service this summer. At that time, all peak trains will
operate with six cars. Also this year, the first Breda
2000/3000-series cars will be returning from their rehabilitation at Alstom. 2000-2075 were delivered during
1983-84, while 3000-3289 arrived from 1984-88. Although there are 366 cars in these groups, Alstom’s
contract was for 364 cars.
Virginia's Commonwealth Transportation Board voted
in favor of extending Metrorail’s Orange Line from West
Falls Church to Dulles Airport. Eleven new stations
would be added, plus there would be a rail yard on airport property. Less than three weeks earlier, Federal
Transit Administrator Jennifer Dorn told local, state, and
federal officials the rail line to Dulles project is too costly
and would not carry enough riders to justify the cost.
Thus, it is likely that the project will be rejected because
the $3.3 billion project would only serve 71,900 riders a
day. It was suggested that rather than building a 24-mile
rail line to Dulles, a shorter rail line as far as Tysons
Corner should be built, which would require a transfer to
a rapid bus service. Member Phil Hom, who sent the
report, wrote that the new Air and Space Museum will
open at Dulles Airport this December, and no one has
figured out how the public will get to the new museum
using public transportation. Phil is sure the tourist count
is not included in the 71,900 daily users.
Memphis, Tennessee
The Heritage Trolley Line in this city was shut down
for a two-month period beginning on January 5, so that
the existing line can be connected to the new line. At
the same time, the catenary will be re-tensioned and
converted to pantograph. The cars will also receive pantographs. Thanks to member Karl Groh for the report.
St. Petersburg, Florida
As our readers may already know, transit reporting by
the general news media leaves a lot to be desired. As
an example, how many times have you heard radio or
television reports about trains being diverted over lines
that they could not possibly operate on, due to a service
disruption? Member Dennis Zaccardi sent an article
from the St. Petersburg Times reporting that Pinellas
County must decide on whether or not to build a $1 bil-
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pected to open in December.
Metropolitan Area
Mass transit riders in New York City top the list by paying 54% of the cost of their ride. The Federal Transit
Administration reported other cities as follows: Chicago,
42%; Boston, 31%; Los Angeles, 30%; and Atlanta,
29%.
In December, 2002, the Bloomberg Administration, in
a policy reversal from the Giuliani Administration, asked
the Surface Transportation Board to grant a certificate
of interim trail use for the 1.45-mile-long High Line. This
is the remaining elevated portion of the West Side
Freight Line, which CSX inherited from Conrail, and is
still under orders to demolish. The line runs from W. 34th
Street to Gansevoort Street in Manhattan.
Miscellaneous
The eighth edition of the NORAC Rule Book went into
effect on January 1, 2003, replacing the seventh edition
(2000).
Scheduled for 2003
Omitted from last month’s listing is Pittsburgh’s (PAT)
Stage II (Overbrook Line). Rehabilitation of this 5.5-mile
line will provide a faster routing between Castle Shannon and South Hills Junction. Work began in April, 2000
and is scheduled for completion by year’s end.
Other Transit Systems
Boston, Massachusetts
Hopefully not too many members trekked up to Boston for the planned December 21, 2002 re-introduction
of the troubled Type 8s. According to the Boston Herald, the Department of Telecommunications and Energy, which has final say on MBTA safety matters,
turned down the transit agency's plan to reintroduce 27
low-floor Bredas, saying it needed additional information and at least another month to 45 days to review the
agency’s plan. The first of several unsuccessful attempts to place these cars in service occurred in 1998,
but after a series of derailments, the cars were sidelined, and have been ever since.
For the first time, the Winter edition of the Rapid Transit schedules was produced in color. Thanks to member
Todd Glickman for sending copies and for the aforementioned report.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Member David Frazer (#1343) sent an article from the
metro newspaper about track replacement that took
place on Route 36. However this article, which arrived
last year, was misplaced. Two phases of work were
scheduled beginning last April, which closed Elmwood
Avenue from 65th-70th Streets through August, when
work moved to 69th-73rd Streets. Work was completed in
November. Trolleys operated on a single track through
the work area, except on three weekends when there
was bus replacement service. The rails that were re-

(Continued on page 10)
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lion light rail system. Although the article mentioned that
either a light rail system similar to Dallas, Denver, and
Portland, Oregon, or an elevated monorail like Disney
World or Seattle, would be constructed, the caption under a photo of a monorail read: “Pinellas County is preparing to ask the federal government for hundreds of
millions of dollars to build a light rail system such as a
monorail.”
Chicago, Illinois
The Chicago Transit Authority offered its riders the
biggest transit bargain, other than riding free, when it
charged a fare of one penny. This was in effect from 8
PM New Year’s Eve until 6 AM New Year’s Day. In addition, all elevated and many bus lines operated with extended hours. Loop stations were served by Brown,
Green, and Orange Line trains until 1:30 AM. Blue Line
trains on the Cermak (Douglas) Branch also ran until
1:30 AM. Purple and Yellow Line trains from Howard to
Evanston and Skokie ran until 2:20 AM and Brown Line
trains shuttled between Belmont and Kimball until 2:25
AM. Red Line and Forest Park/O’Hare trains operate 24
hours a day.
Mayor Richard M. Daley has submitted a $6.6 billion
plan to expand O’Hare International Airport. Under the
proposal, runways would be rearranged to reduce delays, another terminal would be constructed, and there
would be a link to a nearby commuter rail line. I asked
Chicago-area member Jim Beeler for some details, and
he reported that “from the map it looks like METRA
would come into the new West Terminal. The trains
would come out the Milwaukee West Line (to Elgin) and
cut off just before the Bensenville station and head up
the UP Belt line (which currently doesn't have any passenger service) to the new terminal, which will be on the
west edge of the airport.”
METRA awarded Sumitomo Corporation of America a
$74 million contract to build 26 EMUs for the METRA
Electric District. Sumitomo will supply the stainless steel
shells and components for the cars, which will be assembled by SuperSteel in Milwaukee. METRA Electric
service is provided by a fleet of Highliners, 129 out of
130 (St. Louis Car Company, 1972) plus 36 received
from Bombardier in 1978-79. All were overhauled several years ago by Morrison-Knudsen in Chicago and
made ADA-accessible. A prototype car is due next year,
with complete delivery by 2005. In future years, there
are expected to be additional orders to completely replace the current fleet. Thanks to member Andre Kristopans for the report.
Dallas, Texas
There’s lots of news from the Lone Star State this
month, so I’ll start off with on a positive note. An article
from the Dallas Morning News reported that since the
McKinney Avenue Transit Authority’s line became Line
10

M and was extended to City Place Station (and fares
were eliminated), ridership has increased five-fold. By
this summer, a contract is expected to be awarded for
an 0.8-mile extension to the Arts District, and this fall
work should begin to construct a turntable, which will
enable the Authority’s single-ended cars to be put into
service.
In good economic times, sales tax revenues that fund
transportation are beneficial. However, when the economy makes an about-face and those tax dollars are not
there, transit agencies have to make some hard
choices, including whether to cut service or delay expansion of routes. Railway Age reported that DART is
in such a situation because sales tax revenues have
declined by nearly 20%. DART had expected to receive
$406 million in 2002, but actually got about $325 million, and if things do not turn around in the next 12-18
months it is anticipated that the expansion plan will be
stretched out. That will not sit well with those cities that
were expecting rail service.
The Houston Chronicle reported that a busload of
commuters from Sherman, shuttled 55 miles south by
the Texoma Area Paratransit Authority, was turned away
and not permitted to discharge its passengers at the
recently opened Plano station. According to a DART
spokesman, cities and regions that are not members of
DART are required to have an agreement before they
can bring riders to rail stations and "we have not developed a policy for dealing with non-member cities." The
TAPS bus service, which serves seven counties in
North Texas, did not have an agreement. Not only had
DART denied it permission to deliver passengers to and
from Parker Road, the city of Plano has told the agency
that it cannot load and unload buses on city streets near
the station. It all boils down to economics — constructing DART cost millions, and additional riders from nonDART communities could cause the need to purchase
more equipment, costs that would have to be borne by
DART members. On a daily basis the 1,300-space parking lot has been filled, and allowing passengers from
non-DART cities could strain the system and crowd out
commuters who have been paying for DART development since 1983. A TAPS spokesman said that its
buses would make six round trips each day and only
carry about 75 passengers. He hoped that an agreement would be reached soon. Some Dallas suburbs
chose not to join DART and other cities, such as
Sherman, are ineligible for membership because they
are too distant from the rail line or too sparsely populated to pay membership costs.
Fort Worth, Texas
An email that was forwarded to me reported that at
the former Leonard’s/Dillard’s/Tandy Subway, as of
early January, the tracks have been removed and the
tunnel blocked. There was no word as to the disposition
of the equipment.
(Continued on page 11)
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Houston, Texas
Work is on or ahead of schedule in the four sections of
track construction in Houston, and the 7.5-mile-long
Metrorail should open in 2004.
Seattle, Washington
Sound Transit reported that its commuter trains carried a record 610,000 passengers last year. The Federal Transit Administration also approved the EIS
(Environmental Impact Statement) for the extension
from Tacoma to Lakewood.
San Francisco, California
Riders in the City by the Bay may soon be losing the
distinction of having one of the lowest transit fares in
the nation. According to a report sent by Phil Hom, in
order to close a $38 million deficit, Muni proposes to
raise fares by 25%. The base fare is presently $1. Senior fares would rise by 10 cents, to 45 cents, while the
Fast Pass would go from $35 to $43.75. Interestingly, a
$44 cost was proposed, but when transit officials
learned that the number four signifies “death” in the Chinese Culture, and two fours means “double death,” the
price was reduced. The largest increase would be for
riding the cable cars, which would go from $2 to $3.
Once the Municipal Transportation Agency commission
and the Board of Supervisors approve the new fare
structure, it would go into effect as of September 1.
A San Francisco firefighter was critically injured after
responding to a fire aboard the SFO AirTrain, further
delaying its start-up of service. The electrical fire occurred on January 9.
Burbank, California
For the second time in less than a year, a Metrolink
train was involved in a crash. This time, it was a
southbound Antelope Valley Line train (#210) en route
to Los Angeles, which struck a pick-up truck that witnesses said went around the gates, which were down
with the lights flashing. The cab car was leading the
push/pull train, which sliced the truck in half, carrying a
section down the tracks, while the remaining part burst
into flames, killing the driver, who was the only fatality.
32 of the 58 passengers aboard the train received injuries. Three of the cars derailed, and it appeared from
television video coverage that some of the cars were
turned on their sides. Service was delayed throughout
most of the day. On April 23, 2002, the engineer of a
Burlington Northern freight train struck a Metrolink train
(June 2002 Bulletin). He later reported that he was
“blinded” by the sunlight and could not see the signal,
which was at “stop.”
Toronto, Ontario, Canada
The Mount Joy station, which is located between
Markham and Stouffville, opened on December 2, 2002.
This was the second station opening on the Stouffville
11

Line in recent months. On September 3, the Centennial
station opened (December, 2002 Bulletin).
The fare went up on January 1 on all Toronto Transit
Commission routes to C$2.25. Students/Seniors are
paying C$1.50 and children, C$.50. New tickets were
issued, and they and the tokens are sold five for C$9.50
or ten for C$19.00 (full fare). Students/Seniors are
C$6.25 and C$12.50 for five or ten, respectively.
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada
West Coast Express has been operating what it calls
“Snoozer Cruisers.” On all trains, the upper level of the
coach nearest to the engine (usually the noisiest car)
has been set aside as an area for “resting and reading
quietly.”
Moscow, Russia
In December, Russian officials announced that the
5,758-mile Trans-Siberian Railroad was fully electrified.
These officials were anticipating a 40% increase in traffic.
New Delhi, India
India’s capital city opened the first five miles of its new
Metro on January 1, carrying an estimated one million
riders that day. By 2005, the system should comprise 37
miles.
From the History Files
50 Years Ago: On February 23, 1953, Public Service
Coordinated Transport purchased 30 PCCs from the
Twin Cities Rapid Transit Company. The first arrived in
New Jersey on August 12, and the September, 1953
issue of Headlights reported that car 21 (ex-360) was
the first car to run in revenue service on January 8,
1954. PSCT paid $11,000 for each car.
25 Years Ago: On February 9, 1978, the Budd Company presented its new version of the very successful
RDC – the SPV. Unfortunately for Budd, history did not
repeat itself with this car, and although the initials stood
for “Self Propelled Vehicle,” those few systems that purchased them found out that the letters stood for something entirely different: “Seldom Powered Vehicle.” According to the book Budd Car — The RDC Story
(Chuck Crouse – Weekend Chief Publishing Co. ©
1990), 32 were completed. Six were exported to Morocco, and of the remainder 13 went to CDOT, 11 to
New York’s MTA (for Conrail), and one to the Federal
Railway Administration (Track Geometry Car T-10). One
other was a company demonstrator. CDOT and MTA
converted their cars to locomotive hauled coaches.
Metro-North, successor to Conrail, discontinued using
them in late 1994, and they were reportedly sold to
CDOT. However only one made to trip to CDOT. The
balance remain at Croton-Harmon. CDOT uses its own
cars in Shore Line East service, but not on the runs to
Stamford. Thanks to Josh Weis for some of the details.
News items and comments concerning this column may be
emailed to NYDnewseditor@aol.com.

NEWYORK
YORKDIVISION
DIVISIONBULLETIN
BULLETIN- FEBRUARY,
OCTOBER, 2000
NEW
2003

REDBIRD UPDATE
By George Chiasson
R-142s
Through January 10, Option R-142s 7041-7050,
7106-7110, 7116-7120, and 7131-7140 were delivered
and Option R-142s 6926-6930, 6936-6940, 7091-7105,
and 7111-7115 were in service on 5.
The final 30 cars of contract Option I have been dovetailed with all 120 cars of Option II. It will be interesting
to see what the delivery sequence is following the 7100series currently being shipped.
R-62/R-62A Notes
The swap of R-62s and R-62As between 3 and 4
can be expected to occur at virtually anytime, most
likely in the space of one or more weekends. Sources of
delay in this regard have ranged from the possibility of a
strike (December 7-8 and 14-15, 2002) to employee
downtime for the holidays to the usual array of weekend
General Orders. There is also the issue (though likely
not major) of re-orienting the facilities and personnel at
Jerome and Livonia from servicing General Electric
equipment to Westinghouse and vice-versa. Otherwise,
for the first time in several months the R-62A fleet was
unchanged.
Redbird Notes and Status
Through January 10, these 12 additional R-33s had
been identified as receiving SMS work at 207th Street
Shop: 8816/8817, 8878/8879, 8956/8957, 9010/9011,
9038/9039, and 9068/9069. With at least 46 such cars
now in operation, there has been noticeable grouping of
rehabilitated R-33s into separate consists on 5, most
commonly exhibited in sets of 8 with 2 “nonrehabilitated” R-33s added in. Conversely, the nonrehabilitated R-33s are also tending to be grouped together and seen less and less as time goes on. It
should be noted that not all rehabilitated R-33s have
received as thorough bodywork as others. Those that
have been missing for various periods of time
(9010/9011 and 9068/9069, for example) show an astounding improvement in overall appearance, with
“scratchittied” glass replaced, rust holes patched, and a
fresh coat of paint, including at least parts of their silver
roofs. As the number of R-142s and “rehab” R-33s has
grown in recent weeks, the rate of attrition for the balance of R-33s assigned to 5 has stepped up accordingly. The rehabilitated cars are intended for Work Service but will operate in passenger service for some time.
All General Electric R-29s remaining from their final
weeks of service were gradually processed for reefing,
and most have now departed NYCT property. On the
other hand, the final eight R-26/28s are still at Concourse Yard and one pair has been subject to consideration for preservation by at least one Midwestern traction museum. This assumes the issues raised previ12

ously regarding asbestos mitigation can be resolved
successfully. In Queens, World’s Fair R-33 9317 was
seen in passenger service for one day (Monday, December 17, 2002). The other two cars that received
similar SMS treatment (9329 and 9343) arrived at Corona on January 6 and it looks like these will be used
mainly for shop transfers and other utility duties. Nevertheless, all three are configured for passenger service
and may be reactivated if necessary. With up to a dozen
R-62A trains running on 7 daily, the use of Redbirds
has been correspondingly reduced, and this is finally
reflected through further attrition of the single-unit R33s. The three recent mini-overhauled cars were replaced at 207th Street by 9322, 9326, and 9336, which
are now likely gone from the operating ranks, while
three others (9309, 9316, and 9325) have been excluded from 7 service since at least mid-December.
Redbird Retirements and Restorations
Taken out of service through January 10, 2003 were:
R-33: 9250/9251, 9256/9257 off 4; R-33 8828/8829,
8882/8883, 8916/8917, 8918/8919, 8944/8945,
8970/8971, 8988/8989,
9002/9003, 9062/9063,
9078/9079, 9082/9083, 9115/9212, 9116/9117,
9120/9121, 9150/9151,
9164/9165, 9188/9189,
9194/9195, 9196/9197, 9202/9203 off 5
R-33S: 9309, 9316, 9317, 9322, 9325, 9326, 9336 off
7
R-36: 9354/9355 off 7
Restored to service through January 10, 2003 were:
R-33: 9068/9069 on 5
Redbird Reefing
Two barges loaded with “Deadbirds” have departed
207th Street since our last check. The first slipped quietly out of town on December 9, 2002 (and we found
out about it after the holidays), disposing of 50 car bodies off the coast of Savannah on behalf of the Georgia
Department of Natural Resources. The contents were:
R-29: 8694, 8695
R-33: 8922, 8923, 8946, 8947, 8960, 8961, 9004, 9005,
9006, 9007, 9022, 9023, 9052, 9053, 9128, 9129,
9180, 9181, 9186, 9187, 9190, 9191, 9192, 9193, 9200,
9201, 9204, 9205, 9210, 9211, 9252, 9253, 9268,
9269, 9304, 9305
R-36: 9410, 9411, 9430, 9431, 9446, 9447, 9476, 9477,
9534, 9535, 9658, 9659
The second barge left for the coast off Hilton Head,
South Carolina on January 9, 2003 with the following 50
car bodies:
R-29: 8716, 8717, 8718, 8719, 8740, 8741, 8784, 8785,
8786, 8787
R-33: 8836, 8837, 8840, 8841, 8846, 8847, 8850, 8851,
(Continued on page 15)
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SOUTHERN NEW JERSEY LIGHT RAIL UPDATE
by Bruce J. Russell
The controversial Southern New Jersey Light Rail
Line, running approximately 36 miles from Camden to
Trenton, is now at the point where testing of trains has
begun. The first unit arrived last autumn on an enormous freight-carrying airplane, an event that received
much media coverage. Photos showing the threesection articulated vehicle emerging from the open front
end of the aircraft and being eased onto a flatbed truck
received wide circulation. Since then, several other
LRVs have arrived, but via ship from Europe.
On Sunday, December 15, 2002, testing began along
the street trackage in downtown Camden using car
3506, which was not the car that had come on the airplane. New York Division members Jack May, Russ
Jackson, and myself were there to observe the event.
Fortunately, it was a bright, sunny day with mild temperatures.
The street running section through downtown Camden
is now complete. There is double track throughout, and
the rails are set in concrete. Except for the lack of overhead wires, it looks like any newly constructed modern
light rail line. At various locations stations have been
constructed. They are simple structures consisting of a
slightly raised platform and a shelter with a pointed roof.
Ticket vending machines have not yet been installed.
The Camden street running segment, where the December 15 testing occurred, begins along the waterfront
opposite Philadelphia and runs parallel to it for about a
half mile before turning inland. The Camden waterfront
now includes the battleship New Jersey (which is a memorial), an excellent aquarium, and a minor league
baseball stadium. These should all be excellent traffic
generators.
Although ridership forecasts remain dismal, positive
points remain. The first is that the line will serve as a
feeder to and from NJ Transit’s Northeast Corridor route
from Trenton to Newark and New York City. Secondly,
the line will also act as a funnel of riders to PATCO in
southern New Jersey. The only drawback appears to be
the requirement that operation over the line cease
about 11 PM in order for freight service to be provided
to several industries. The FRA does not permit the
same stretch of railway trackage to be used simultaneously by lightweight railcars and heavy locomotivehauled freight trains. This is because in a collision the
passengers in the lightweight vehicle would suffer disproportionately. Furthermore, the Water Rand Transportation Center, named after a deceased state senator
who did a lot for southern New Jersey, is being refurbished and expanded. By next year, it will serve the
PATCO route to Philadelphia, the new light rail line, and
local buses. This is in line with NJ Transit’s policy of
making non-automotive transportation wholly connec13

tive so as many people as possible will use it, leaving
their cars at home.
Trackwork along the entire 36-mile route is almost
finished. The line appears to be about 60% double-track
and 40% single-track. This should pose no problems,
considering the fact that service frequency will consist
of trains running every 20 to 30 minutes during the day.
The rails are continuously welded and set atop concrete
ties, except in a few locations on the double-track segments. Here one of the tracks is the former Conrail one,
upgraded with new wooden ties plus welded rail. Seeing a line with one track atop concrete ties and one atop
wood looks strange, but was probably done to save
money. The transition from street running to private
right-of-way former railroad alignment occurs at the
fringe of downtown Camden near the offices of the
Campbell’s Soup Company, a local industry of worldwide fame. A simple ramp permits the light rail vehicles
to access private right-of-way. Until a decision is
reached to extend the route from NJ Transit’s Trenton
station into the heart of that city, where many government offices are located, Camden will possess the only
street running on the system.
Car 3506 was on the line primarily to test switches on
the street segment in Camden. Several crossovers exist, and these required an evaluation. Car 3506 therefore operated over them, and the driver turned the
switches from inside the vehicle’s full-width cab. Everything appeared to be in good working order.
The cars used on the South Jersey Light Rail Line are
impressive. In the opinion of this reporter, they are far
more pleasing in appearance than the ones now in use
on the Hudson-Bergen LRT and on the Newark City
Subway. These cars have a very box-like look, while the
South Jersey models reveal some degree of styling.
Similar vehicles are running in Linz, Austria and in
Lausanne, Switzerland. Of course, these are fully electric, while the South Jersey models will rely on dieselelectric propulsion.
The South Jersey LRT was not electrified due to cost
considerations, plus the low ridership forecasts. Under
normal circumstances, new rail projects qualify for some
federal assistance. In the case of this line, the “feds”
took a look and said, “No dice; build it on your own.”
Because political considerations mandated that at least
one new rail project be built in the southern section of
the Garden State, and because there was opposition to
construction of a rail line in a corridor where it made
some sense, the present route was selected.
Even as the line has gradually been built atop the old
Pennsylvania Railroad right-of-way (which last witnessed passenger service in 1963, when a single
(Continued on page 14)
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Southern New Jersey Light Rail Update
(Continued from page 13)

round-trip using a gas-electric “doodlebug” quit), it has
been a lightning rod for criticism from many quarters.
Estimates of cash recovery from the farebox range from
a low of 10% to a high of 15%, which is pathetic for any
rail system. This translates into massive amounts of
subsidy dollars needed to keep the trains running. The
original price tag was $604 million. This has risen to
over $1 billion for a line that does not even include electrification.
The new vehicles consist of aluminum body shells and
end sections made from composite materials. They are
bi-directional, with identical cabs at both ends, referred
to as A and B. The color scheme is a very tasteful white
and blue with bright yellow used for the four doors. The
NJ Transit logo is surprisingly very small, and appears
on the front beneath the window and on the side. NJ
Transit will not actually operate the line. Instead, the
Bechtel Company, which is also building it, will run the
service. A similar arrangement existed for the construction of the Hudson-Bergen LRT, under which the Raytheon Company built it and now runs it. At the present
time Bechtel is suing NJ Transit for $140 million in cost
overruns. This has resulted in much negative publicity.
The most interesting feature of the new vehicles is
their center section, which separates the two passenger-carrying portions. Here is situated the diesel power
plant, which will provide electricity to be fed to threephase AC traction motors. I was impressed with the quietness of the diesel, a far cry from the noise levels of
such cars as the Budd SPV-2000, which produced an
ear-splitting racket. Instead all one hears is a gentle
purr. The prime mover is a Mercedes MTU183 12cylinder model manufactured by Mercedes Marine Division. This engine has a horsepower rating of 460 and is
very compact. Air intakes for it are located on the side of
the central section where it is housed. This portion of
the car can be walked through, allowing riders to pass
from one end of the vehicle to the other. The cars are
diesel-electric, meaning that the diesel engine furnishes
power to generate electricity, which is fed to motors attached to the wheels. An alternate means of propulsion
is diesel-hydraulic, in which no electricity is involved.
The well-known Budd RDC possessed diesel-hydraulic
apparatus. Top speed of the South Jersey cars is 60
mph. This will certainly be attained along stretches of
the private right-of-way in spite of many grade crossings. The construction of the line involves rebuilding of
all of these level crossings, which unfortunately have
the potential of deadly train/car encounters. Sadly, there
will always be people who will attempt to beat the train
by driving around closed gates or ignoring flashing
lights. They become statistics.
The operator’s cab is full-width and consists of a comfortable seat and a console containing all of the controls
14

to run the cars. If two-car trains are utilized, the operator in the lead unit will naturally run both. Stations along
the line are designed for use by two-car trains. The fullsize window will provide the driver with an unobstructed
view of the entire scene in front of him or her. At night a
powerful headlight set in a slight recess above the front
window will furnish illumination. Inside of the car it is
possible to observe the operator through a glass partition screen. Having this vantage point will definitely
make riding the route a genuine pleasure for railfans.
On so much of today’s new rail rolling stock it is impossible to look out the front end and see what is coming.
In addition, the seats are comfortable and feature pleasing colors. The ride ought to be smooth. The cars have
three trucks – two beneath the passenger-carrying sections close to the cabs, and one directly below the central power unit.
Refueling and washing of the diesel-electric light rail
cars will be done at the shop complex in Camden. Dispatching of cars along the 36-mile route will likewise be
done inside of the now-completed shop structure.
The three of us – Jack, Russ, and I – were able to
obtain photos of the vehicle at various locations within
downtown Camden. A nice pose was when the car
tested a crossover adjacent to Camden’s City Hall. Just
beyond City Hall, the tracks pass adjacent to the Walter
Rand Transportation Center, where transfer can be
made to the PATCO line to downtown Philadelphia.
Russ departed early, but Jack and I photographed until
it became too dark. It was certainly an interesting day
as well as a preview of exciting things to come – for
railfans, at least!
For now, work continues on a much-maligned South
Jersey diesel light rail line. The opening date is set for
sometime in the early autumn of 2003. Prior to then,
test trains should be running, providing photographic
opportunities during the time when the days are longest. The old Camden & Amboy Railroad, originally
spiked down in the 1840s, will once more see passenger trains, at a frequency it never knew during its heyday prior to World War I. All aboard for Camden, Bordentown, Riverside, and Trenton!

Southern New Jersey LRT car 3504 being tested.
Andrew Grahl photograph
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NO LONGER THE MISSING PIECES
by Randy Glucksman
It is not only a railfan thing to do. People in all walks of
life like to do certain “things” to complete “something,”
whether it is finishing up a crossword puzzle, collecting
a particular type of collectible, or riding all parts of a
transit system. I have been very fortunate in that I have
been able to travel extensively, maybe not as much as
some, but certainly more than others, and many transit
systems, completely.
Within the past seven months, NJ Transit has finished
work on several projects by adding new sections of
track that I had not been able to ride. So, when I found
myself with a weekday off in January, I decided to get
caught up on riding these rail lines on which I have reported in my columns. As Steve Lofthouse was also
available, we drove to the Walnut Street station in Montclair, to make our first ride over the Montclair Connection. The parking lot was restricted to those with permits, but fortunately there were meters, which when fed
were good for several hours. To get to Hoboken, we
rode Midtown Direct Train #6234, which had ALP-44
(“class engine”) 4400 on the east end, pulling a train of
Comet V cars. This was also our first ride in a Comet V,
which we found to be comfortable. There were at least
five train crewmembers aboard plus the Engineer, a
little excessive considering only two cars were open. At
Broad Street (Newark) we detrained to wait for Train
#424, a three-car train of Arrow IIIs from Gladstone.
Every M&E train in Hoboken service that we saw was
composed of just three cars. It also seemed that there
was too much “pad” in the schedule because at several
of the stops the train held for its scheduled departure
time. In fact, we were five minutes ahead at West End,
and the same amount of time early at Hoboken.
HBLRT extended its line from Pavonia/Newport to Hoboken on September 29, 2002, and this was the only
section we were missing, so after purchasing tickets a
round trip was made between those stations. As I previously wrote, it is an unnecessarily long walk to reach

this platform, and you must purchase and validate your
ticket prior to entering this “paid fare zone.” For all of the
money that was spent on this project, for (relatively
speaking) a few dollars more, the tracks should have
been brought farther east so that the walk from the terminal to the cars would have been more convenient for
passengers. The car we rode wrong-railed to the Junction, and then crossed over to the outbound track. As
the rails on the unused track were covered with rust, I
wondered why this track was not in service. I learned
later from one of the Train Operators that there was a
problem with a “frog,” which he expected would be corrected soon. LRV 2026 was stored on the lay-up track
east of the Pavonia/Newport station and it had a colorful
sign on the dash that read Bayonne Flyer.
After we returned to Hoboken, we rode PATH to Newark, changing trains at Journal Square for the last “new”
ride of the day, the Newark City Subway extension. Silver Lake (Belleville) and Grove Street (Bloomfield) were
opened on June 22, 2002. The first car only ran to
Branch Brook Park, so we got off there and waited for
the following car to reach Grove Street. The no-longerused inbound platform at Orange Street is still there. On
our outbound trip, car 118, formerly HBLRT 2019,
passed us going eastbound. It was also the only car we
saw that had its number applied to the top of the center
section. One of the operators told me that 117 (the other
car that was transferred over) is considered a “jinx car”
because it breaks down frequently. The trip west of
Branch Brook Park (at the approximate location of the
old Franklin Avenue station) was excruciatingly slow,
plus we had to stop at all of the grade crossings to
await a clear signal. As it was late in the day, to save
time, rather than riding PATH back to Hoboken to get
the train back to Walnut Street, we rode a NJ Transit
bus to the Broad Street station.
Next on the horizon is SNJLRT when it opens later
this year.

R-143 Update

dominated by R-46s, with a few trains of R-32s officially
assigned but rarely seen. On certain weekends during
installation of the 63rd Street Connector (1998 2001), R32s did replace most R-46s on R, diverted off E and
operating from Jamaica Center to 95th Street via the 60th
Street Tunnel.

(Continued from page 4)

and account for up to a half-dozen of the day’s F trains
at any one time. Since December, 1990, R has been

9054, 9055, 9062, 9063, 9084, 9085, 9106, 9107, 9126,
9127, 9166, 9167, 9188, 9189, 9202, 9203, 9216, 9217,
9242, 9243, 9264, 9265, 9276, 9277

Redbird Update
(Continued from page 12)

8874, 8875, 8970, 8971, 8992, 8993, 9002,

9003,
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TRACK CONSTRUCTION FORECAST FOR FEBRUARY, 2003
IN THE NYC TRANSIT SYSTEM
by David Erlitz
Boy, is it cold outside. But that will not stop the work
from getting done, unless there is a blizzard or a cold
weather plan. Anyway, I will try to make this brief.
The IRT has major service disruptions with the Lenox/
White Plains Road shutdowns that will probably see the
largest bus substitution for train service that has ever
been done. Completion work for track and for 72nd
Street station rehabilitation as well as Flushing signals
and Atlantic Avenue station rehabilitation are moving
right along.
On the IND, we have AirTrain, Lexington Avenue station rehabilitation, and structural repairs, as well as a
chip-out in Washington Heights and Division of Track
forces working on the switches north of BroadwayLafayette.
For the BMT, we have the Division of Track reinstalling

a switch north of 57th Street-Seventh Avenue that had
been removed from service for lack of use. This switch
has found a new use with the Manhattan Bridge being
closed. West End signals and DeKalb Avenue station
rehabilitation will also be in the picture, although not
when Switch #25 at 57th Street is being done. And last
but not least, there is the Canarsie line. Last month I
told you that the new Track P2 tie-in at Atlantic Avenue
will happen Presidents’ Day weekend. That has now
been moved tentatively to the last weekend of March
and the first weekend of April. CBTC will be moving
north to Bedford Avenue and Third Avenue to prepare
the switches for the new signal system. This will require
a 3-split L shuttle and a bus. Also the First Avenue and
Third Avenue stations will be closed during G.O. hours.
Until next month, stay warm.

DATE(S) TIME LINE(S)
AREA OF WORK
SERVICE ADJUSTMENT(S)
DESCRIPTION OF WORK
2/11 to
Nights 1/2 Track B4 S/E 72nd Street to N/ N/B express via Track 3 from S/O 72nd Street to N/O 96th Electrical, plumbing, and
2/14
E 96th Street
Street
architectural installations
2/4 to 2/7 Nights 2/3 Track B2, N/O 72nd Street to N/B & S/B operate local before normal midnight local
Electrical, plumbing, and
S/E 42nd Street
service begins
architectural installations
nd
Track B3 S/O 72 Street to
N/E 96th Street
7 Track C1 N/E Main Street to S/B via Track M S/O Main Street to S/E 69th Street, then Switch tie machine replace2/15 to
Wkend
2/17
S/E 69th Street
normal
ment
2/8 to
2/10

Wkend 2/3/ Track E1 N/E Atlantic Avenue S/B express via Track 2 N/O Atlantic Avenue to S/O
Franklin Avenue
4 local to S/E Eastern Parkway

2/14 to
2/17

Wkend

2/8 to
2/17

4

Tracks E2/E3 S/O Franklin
Avenue to N/E Atlantic Avenue
Wkend 2/3/5 Track F2 S/O Freeman Street
th
Bus to N/O 149 Street-Grand
Concourse
Track F3 N/O 135th Street to
S/O Freeman Street
Track J4A N/O 138th StreetGrand Concourse to S/O
149th Street-Grand Concourse

2/8 to
Wkend
2/10
2/15 to
Wkend
2/24
2/14 to
Wkend
2/24
Nights
2/4 to 2/6 Nights
2/3 to
3/21

Nights

2/14 to
2/17

Wkend

Remove roof beam and
piles extensions, platform
edge repair, pour concrete
for platform edge

Operates local in both directions

Remove skeletonized Type
II track, install new Type II
track, and pour concrete
2 North – 241st Street to E. 180th Street
Switch reconfiguration on
2 South – Flatbush Avenue to 149th Street-Grand Con- Lenox/White Plains Road
and Type II-Type II chip-out
course
N/O 142nd Street Junction
3 – New Lots Avenue to 96th Street
th
5 Sh. – E. 180 Street to Dyre Avenue
5 Main – Bowling Green to 149th Street-Grand Concourse (upper level)
3 Bus – 148th Street to 135th Street
Bus – 149th Street-Grand Concourse to E. 180th Street
(express and local)
4/6 Track L4 S/O 125th Street to N/B via Track 4B S/O 125th Street then via Track 3 to N/ Installation of track wall
th
N/O 125 Street
O 125th Street and normal
panels
th
4/5 Track L3 S/E 125 Street to N/B via Track 4 N/O Grand Central to N/O 125th Street Installation of track wall
N/O 125th Street
panels
4 Track MM2 N/O 14th Street to S/B local via Track 1 N/O Grand Central to N/O Brooklyn Completion work
N/O Brooklyn Bridge
Bridge
6 Track MLLP N/E Brooklyn
S/B operates to Bowling Green and relays in Bowling
Critical pump repair on
Bridge to N/E Brooklyn Bridge Green Loop
trackway
A Track A1 S/O 168th Street to S/B express via Track A3 from S/O 168th Street to NO Structural repair, tunnel
N/O 125th Street
125th Street, then normal
lighting, and Type II-Type II
chip-out
A/C Track A1 S/O 168th Street to S/B express via Track A3 from S/O 168th Street to N/O Structural repair, tunnel
N/O 125th Street
125th Street, then normal
lighting, and Type II-Type II
chip-out
(Continued on page 17)
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Track Construction Forecast for February, 2003
(Continued from page 16)
DATE(S)
2/15 to
2/17
2/4 to
2/14
2/4 to 3/7

2/3
to3/28
2/10
to2/14

TIME LINE(S)
AREA OF WORK
A Track A4 N/O Canal Street
Wkend
to N/E 42nd Street
F Track B1 N/O 34th Street to
Nights
N/O W. 4th Street
Nights F/S Tracks B2/B4 N/O Jay
Street to S/O W. 4th Street

Daily
Nights

2/8 to
2/10

Wkend

2/3 to
2/28
2/15 to
2/17

Daily
Wkend

2/8 to
2/10
2/8 to
2/15

Wkend

2/10 to
2/28

Nights

Sat

2/8 to 2/9 Wkend

2/3 to 2/7 Nights

2/11 to
2/14

Nights

2/15 to
2/17

Wkend

SERVICE ADJUSTMENT(S)
N/B operates local via Track A2 from N/O Canal Street to
N/O 59th Street
S/B express via Track B3 from N/O 34th Street to N/O W.
4th Street
F – N/B via Eighth Avenue Line from N/O Jay Street to S/
O W. 4th Street
S – Exclusive use on Track B3 Grand Street to W. 4th
Street
B/D/ Track B3 S/O 34th Street to No effect on service
th
F/S/V N/O W. 4 Street
D Track C2 S/O Fordham
N/B express via Track C3/4 from S/O Fordham Road to S/
Road to S/O Bedford Park O Bedford Park Boulevard
Boulevard
E Tracks D3/D4 N/E Lexington Days – operates to World Trade Center via 63rd Street
Avenue to S/E Fifth Avenue Tunnel and Sixth Avenue Line
Nights - operates to Whitehall Street
A/S Track F1 N/O Aqueduct to A – 207th Street to Lefferts Boulevard
S/O Howard Beach
S – Rockaway Boulevard to Far Rockaway
Q/R/W Tracks G1/A1/G2/A3 S/O
Q – local in Manhattan, single pocket at 57th StreetQueensboro Plaza to S/E
Seventh Avenue
57th Street
W – Stillwell Avenue to 42nd Street, relay north of 42nd
Street
W Sh. – Ditmars Boulevard to Queensboro Plaza
R South – 95th Street to Whitehall Street
R North – 71st Avenue to Second Avenue

DESCRIPTION OF WORK
Install platform edge tile

R/W Track B2 S/E DeKalb Ave- N/B via Manhattan Bridge from DeKalb Avenue to Canal
nue to N/E Lawrence Street Street
Q Tracks A3/A4 S/O Kings
S/B discharge on Track A1 at Brighton Beach, relay to
Highway to S/E Ocean Park- Stillwell Avenue, N/B from Track A2 at Brighton Beach
way
N/W Tracks E2/F4 N/O Kings
N – suspended and replaced by one-way W service
Highway to N/E 36th Street W – S/B via Sea Beach Line to Stillwell Avenue, N/B normal
W Tracks D1/D3/D3/4/DC1 S/O S/B via Sea Beach Line from 36th Street to Stillwell Avenue
36th Street to S/O Bay 50th
Street
L/ Tracks Q1/Q2 N/E Graham L North – Eighth Avenue to Lorimer Street
Bus Avenue to S/E BushwickL South – Rockaway Parkway to Broadway Junction
Aberdeen
Bus – Lorimer Street to Broadway Junction
L/S Track Q1 S/E Union Square L – Rockaway Parkway to Bedford Avenue
Bus to N/E Bedford Avenue
S #1 – Bedford Avenue to Union Square
S #2 – Union Square to Eighth Avenue
Bus – First Avenue to Eighth Avenue
M14 bus – additional service
L/S Track Q1 S/E Union Square L – Rockaway Parkway to Bedford Avenue
Bus to N/E Bedford Avenue
S #1 – Bedford Avenue to Union Square
S #2 – Union Square to Eighth Avenue
Bus – First Avenue to Eighth Avenue
M14 bus – additional service

Concrete repair, lead abatement, and painting
Steel rehabilitation

Asbestos abatement
Renewal of Switches #50
and 52A/B

Installation of tunnel lighting
conduits and equipment
Install DC fuse boxes,
safety bars, paint, etc.
Subway roof and platform
demolition at Lexington
Avenue
Demolition of platform
Reinstall Switch #25 and
pull cable in 60th Street
Tunnel

Remove old and install new
conduits, tunnel lighting
fixtures, etc.
Track signal testing

Chop concrete and bag
ballast on Switches #7, 8,
and 9 for CBTC
First Avenue and Third
Avenue stations closed —
Chip concrete on switches
#6 & #9 at Third Avenue
First Avenue and Third
Avenue stations closed —
Chip concrete on switches
#6 & #9 at Third Avenue

Daily = Days, Wkend = Fri to Mon Continuous, Wkndys = Sat/Sun Days

David Erlitz is a Superintendent with MTA New York City Transit and has been interested in trains all his life. He may be contacted via e-mail at tderlitz@optonline.net.
Tech Talk
(Continued from page 6)

electro-pneumatic. Another interesting feature of the
interlocking machines at Chambers Street and Bowery
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was the fact that track circuits were lit on the model
board when the associated track circuit in the field was
unoccupied. This is completely opposite to current standards.
Jeff may be contacted via e-mail at jerlitz@pipeline.com.
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Around New York’s Transit System
Automated Announcements in New Subway Cars
The R-142s, R-142As, and R-143s are equipped with
a recorded voice and an electronic display informing
passengers of the current and next stations in addition
to the train’s destination. If the train is rerouted and
makes unscheduled stops, the Conductor must override
the electronic device and make the announcements. At
each terminal, the Conductor must key in the correct
line number.
Data is calculated on-board with software developed
by the Telephonics Corporation of Farmingdale. This
device calculates the distance traveled by counting
pulses generated by the train’s propulsion system,
much as a car odometer counts wheel rotations. The
program compares the data with a digital trip map.
Transportation experts who question the method’s
accuracy believe that wheel slippage could introduce
cumulative errors, but transit officials insist that the
wheels of the new cars do not slip but admit that worn
wheels could cause errors.
The Washington Metro uses a similar device, but
double-checks it by using two-way communication
between the train and the wayside or station.
Rehabilitation of 72nd Street IRT Station
The renovation of the 72nd Street station of the
Broadway-Seventh Avenue Subway is 75% complete.
NYC Transit expects to relieve congestion at this station
by building an additional entrance, which recently
opened (the existing entrance is now closed for
rebuilding and is expected to reopen this spring,
completing the rehabilitation project). In this new
headhouse are gleaming white tiles, translucent glassblock walls, and an arched ceiling of tiny mosaic glass
squares adorned by artwork. Work includes four new,
wider platform stairs, two elevators allowing complete
ADA accessibility, and new token booths.
Television Advertisements at Subway Entrances
NYC Transit hopes that it will reduce its $2.8 billion

budget deficit by selling space for digital television
advertising screens at subway entrances. The screens,
which will be installed in Manhattan south of 96th Street,
are about 3 feet high and 5 feet wide, and cost $45,000
apiece. Silent ads lasting 10 to 15 seconds will run on
all screens simultaneously. One screen has been
installed at the BMT 23rd Street (N/R) station. As many
as 100 screens will be installed.
Crews Must Report Sick or Injured Passengers
Employees finding sick or injured passengers on a
train must notify the Control Center, then stop and stay
at the next station. If the passenger is able to leave the
train, he or she may wait in the station for medical
assistance.
During rush hours, Emergency Medical Technicians
may be on duty at the following stations:
IRT

BMT-IND
th

Bowling Green

34 Street-Sixth Avenue

Grand Central

Fifth Avenue-53rd Street (PM Rush)

125th StreetLexington Avenue

Queens Plaza

Atlantic Avenue

Roosevelt Avenue (AM Rush)

More New Millennium Cars for the BMT-IND Lines
(Continued from page 5)

manufacture its body shells at its motorcycle plant in
Lincoln, Nebraska and complete them at its Yonkers,
New York facility. The agreement between the two car
builders includes a technology transfer element
providing for Kawasaki's stainless steel carbody
expertise to be used in sidewall fabrication in Lapa,
Brazil. This sidewall fabrication will be mostly
automated using robot techniques, despite the lower
labor costs.
Alstom has already invested $7.2 million to upgrade
18

DeKalb Avenue-Flatbush Avenue
Jay Street
57th Street-Seventh Avenue
Broadway Junction (A/C)
Damaged Slant R-40 Returned to Service
Slant R-40 4392, damaged in an electrical fire, was
back in service together with 4393 in September or
October, 2002.

its Hornell plant and expects to invest an additional $9
million to improve the Lapa facility. Hornell is now
designed to ship 85 finished cars per month and the
plant now has a multi-voltage test track, a climate
chamber, and a water test facility. It is planned to further
increase production to 115 cars per month.
Certainly, readers of this article can envision the
transformation of the BMT-IND lines by the ordering of
the R-160 cars in a way that the delivery of the R-142
and R-142A cars has already changed the IRT lines.
For sure, there will be little rolling stock in service at the
end of this decade that was in service at the turn of the
century.
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FINANCING THE INDEPENDENT SUBWAY
On March 20, 1933, seventy years ago, the
IND was extended a short distance from Jay
Street to Bergen Street. The IND expanded
rapidly to 59.26 route miles and 196.86 track
miles in 1945. Finding the money to pay for
this huge construction project was not easy.
The Board of Transportation’s report for the
five years ending June 30, 1945 explains
how the city was able to finance, construct,
and eventually operate the IND. Excerpts are
as follows:
“In 1924, the Legislature enacted a law creating the Board of Transportation of the City
of New York as the agency for the administration of the powers prescribed in the Rapid
Transit Act, the members to be appointed by
the Mayor of the City. This law substantially
increased the authority of the City Government over local transit affairs.
“The Board of Transportation, composed of
three members, was duly appointed by
Mayor John F. Hylan, and assumed responsibility for administration of the laws affecting
transit development on July 1, 1924. Although construction of some parts of lines
included in the BMT company 1913 contract
had not been completed, the necessity for
additional rapid transit lines had really become acute, the cause being the great increase in population, particularly in the northwesterly section of Manhattan and in the boroughs of Bronx, Brooklyn, and Queens. The
Board of Transportation planned, constructed
and equipped a new rapid transit system, as
a wholly municipal financial enterprise and
without any participation with private corporations. To enable the City to finance this huge
undertaking, an amendment to the State
Constitution empowered the City to issue
1

transit bonds of the amount of $300 million in
excess of the City’s normal borrowing capacity, or ‘debt limit,’ was submitted by the Legislature for referendum vote by the electorate
of the State, and it was adopted. A tremendous increase in new buildings between
1922 and 1928, with great increase in total
taxable valuation, also aided the financial
program by making it possible for the City to
issue four-year bonds and speedily pay off
and retire $156 million of the City debt contracted for the enterprise. All of the Independent System has been completed except two
short sections which were deferred when the
financial depression that began in 1929
drove the market price of City bonds below
par, and upon which construction was in progress when the recent World War compelled
suspension.
“When the first section of the new Independent System was nearing completion, the
Board of Transportation prepared and advertised a contract for operation and maintenance, but did not receive any proposals.
The Board then made another forward step
in the history of the City’s efforts to provide
adequate transit facilities for its population of
7½ million people, and created an organization for operation and maintenance of the
new subway system. Actual operation by the
Board commenced on September 10, 1932.”
When the Board drew the plans for the vast
IND system, Sam Rosoff organized the Rosoff Subway Construction Company which
was willing and able to undertake the difficult
task of building several miles of the new subway. Five half-mile sections of the IND were
built by Sam Rosoff, a famous New Yorker,
(Continued on page 8)
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BRIGHTON LINE SCHEDULE CHANGES
by Bernard Linder
Street. It was extended to Prospect Park on October 15,
1922.
In 1923, Brighton expresses operated via express
tracks in Brooklyn, then via tunnel and local tracks in
Manhattan while Brighton locals operated via local
tracks in Brooklyn, then via bridge and express tracks in
Manhattan. On August 30, 1923, passengers were allowed to vote for the routing that they preferred. They
decided that expresses should run between Brighton
Beach and Times Square via bridge and express tracks
in Manhattan while locals should run from Coney Island
via tunnel and local tracks in Manhattan. These
changes were scheduled to take place about October 1,
1923.
The back of the 1924 BMT map describes the service
operated at that time. Locals ran via tunnel except during the evening, when they operated via bridge on the
express tracks from Canal Street to 34th Street and local
tracks from 34th Street to 57th Street. During middays on
weekdays, additional trains operated between Queensboro Plaza and Prospect Park. This service was extended to Kings Highway on July 17, 1924.
Weekday AM and PM rush hour and Saturday AM and
noon rush hour service was extended from 57th Street
to Queensboro Plaza on September 29, 1927.
Midday short line service was extended from Kings
Highway to Brighton Beach in 1929.
The back of the 1931 BMT map gives the following
description: Most non-rush hour locals ran from Coney
Island via tunnel. During weekday evenings, trains were
routed via bridge. Service was extended to Queensboro
Plaza during rush hours and middays on weekdays and
during Saturday AM rush, morning, and early afternoon.
On May 30, 1931, midday short lines service was replaced by expresses and short line service started running between Whitehall Street and 57th Street. This service was discontinued on March 15, 1932.
The following changes were listed on the backs of
BMT maps:
June, 1933 map—Sunday locals were routed via
bridge to 57th Street from 9 AM to midnight
September, 1937 map — Saturday afternoon and
early evening service was extended to Queensboro
Plaza
April, 1939 map — Saturday locals operated to
Queensboro Plaza during the AM rush and to 57th
Street at other times. When the World’s Fair was open,
service was extended to Queensboro Plaza when traffic
required, including Sunday trains
When we checked the evening rush hour Brighton
local service at 34th Street in the late 1930s, we found
that most trains displayed CONEY ISLAND signs on the

Following is an incomplete list of schedule changes
prior to 1949.
In 1906, the Public Service Commission reported that
rush hour service was increased from a 7-minute headway in 1905 to a 6-minute headway in 1906 and the
1905 non-rush hour 20-minute headway was improved
to 15 minutes a year later. In 1905 midnight trains operated only as far north as Franklin Avenue. A year later
through service was operated to Park Row on a 30minute headway. In November, 1906, the number of
Coney Island trains was nearly doubled. There was no
express service in the morning rush. Express service
began in the afternoon with trains leaving the Brooklyn
end of the bridge running non-stop to Dean Street. Locals from Fulton Ferry made all stops.
Starting January 9, 1908, morning rush hour trains ran
local to Franklin Avenue, after which they stopped at
Grand Avenue and Flatbush Avenue, then made all local stops. PM rush hour trains leaving Park Row on a
10-minute headway ran non-stop to Grand Avenue,
then made all stops to Coney Island. Trains departing
from Fulton Ferry on a 10-minute headway made local
stops to Kings Highway. Effective January 27, 1908,
trains leaving Culver Terminal from 6:30 to 8:53 AM and
Park Row from 4:30 to 7:00 PM bypassed Vanderbilt
Avenue and Cumberland Street. Fulton Ferry trains
were locals. Consumers Park was a flag stop.
During the next few years, service was increased as
shown in the following table:
HEADWAYS
Year

AM Rush

Midday

PM Rush

1908

5

7½

5

1909-1910

5

10

5

1911-1914

3

10

4

In 1914, the Public Service Commission suggested
operating a 7½-minute headway during middays and
evenings, and a 20-minute headway during midnights.

BRIGHTON LOCAL
The new tunnel between Prospect Park and DeKalb
Avenue was placed in service on August 1, 1920. At the
same time, through service to Park Row via Franklin
Avenue and Fulton Street was discontinued and shuttles were operated from Franklin Avenue to Prospect
Park. Service was probably extended to Coney Island in
the summer. Brighton locals started operating via tunnel
to Queensboro Plaza, except during rush hours, when
trains terminated at 57th Street.
On February 7, 1921, midday short line service was
begun between Queensboro Plaza and Whitehall

(Continued on page 3)
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On April 27, 1950, weekday midday service was extended to Astoria.
The 60th Street Tunnel connection, the Long Island
City link between the BMT and IND at Queens Plaza,
was opened on December 1, 1955. Brighton locals from
Coney Island operated through this link to Continental
Avenue (71st Avenue) during rush hours and middays
on weekdays only. Locals continued running to Astoria
on Saturdays.
During the 1952, 1953, and 1954 summers, several
Sunday morning locals were put in service at Brighton
Beach.
Effective May 4, 1957, Saturday morning, afternoon,
and early evening locals operated via tunnel to Chambers Street.
Effective October 24, 1957, locals began operating via
bridge during the midnight hours. They made local
stops in Manhattan at all times.
Effective June 6, 1959 Saturday morning, afternoon,
and early evening locals operated between Coney Island and Franklin Avenue. This change was not seasonal and was in effect for several years.
Starting January 1, 1961, locals operated between
Coney Island and Astoria via tunnel from about 6 AM to
7 PM weekdays and via bridge evenings, midnights,
and all day Sunday. Saturday morning, afternoon, and
early evening locals continued running to Franklin Avenue. Several trains were laid up north of Queensboro
Plaza after the AM rush and put in service there for the
PM rush.
Effective April 21, 1962, all Saturday locals operated
from Coney Island via bridge and local tracks in Manhattan to Astoria.
Brighton express tracks north of Kings Highway were
temporarily removed from service on February 10, 1964
because of platform extensions at Newkirk Avenue.
Rush hour locals (“B” trains) made all stops between
Coney Island and Kings Highway, then stopped at Avenue M, Avenue H, Newkirk Avenue, Cortelyou Road,
Beverley Road, Church Avenue, Parkside Avenue,
Prospect Park, and all stops to Astoria. Regular service
was resumed on November 2, 1964.

Brighton Line Schedule Changes
(Continued from page 2)

forward cars and BRIGHTON BEACH signs on the rear
cars.
If the rear cars were cut at Brighton Beach and coupled to a northbound train, how did they switch to the
northbound track? We could not find the time to check
the service at Brighton Beach because we lived in the
Bronx at that time.
Observed data is as follows:
TIME

CONEY
ISLAND
SIGNS

BRIGHTON
BEACH
SIGNS

No. of
Cars

Type
Cars

No. of
Cars

Type
Cars

4:28

6

B

1

A

4:33

6

B

2

A

4:42

3

D

1

4:49

4

D

—

4:56

6

B

2

A

TIME

CONEY
ISLAND
SIGNS

BRIGHTON
BEACH
SIGNS

No. of
Cars

Type
Cars

No. of
Cars

Type
Cars

5:03

3

D

1

D

5:08

3

D

1

D

D

5:14

6

B

2

A

—

5:20

4

D

—

—

5:26

4

D

—

—

5:32

6

B

2

A

5:38

4

D

—

—

5:46

4

D

—

—

Following is a complete record of schedule changes:
On October 17, 1949, BMT service from Manhattan
was extended to Astoria. Weekday locals operated from
Coney Island via tunnel to Astoria in rush hour and to
Queensboro Plaza during midday and early evening.
Saturday locals ran via tunnel to Astoria during the
morning and early afternoon. Locals were routed via
bridge and express tracks in Manhattan to 57th Street
during midnights, weekday and Saturday evenings, and
all day Sunday. Several trains from Astoria were laid up
or put in service at Canal Street during rush hours.
During busy 1949 and 1950 summer Sundays between 11 AM and 4 PM, trains ran light via express
track and tunnel from Brighton Beach to Canal Street.
Southbound trains carried passengers and operated via
tunnel and local tracks from City Hall to Brighton Beach.

TRAINS DISPLAYING BOWERY SIGNS
and Canarsie signs. When we described the Broadway
“L” schedule changes on page 3 of the July, 1997 Bulletin, we made the following statement: “In the PM rush,
westbound passengers were discharged at Bowery and
trains operated light to Canal Street.” Crowds must
have boarded evening rush hour locals at Canal Street.
Congestion was avoided by scheduling light arriving
trains.

In his Tech Talk column published in the January,
2003 Bulletin, Jeff Erlitz describes the 1913 Centre
Street track layout. This track plan was published on
page 2 of the December, 1997 Bulletin.
In the same column, Jeff wonders why BOWERY was
included on the BRT/BMT Standard subway car rollsign
curtains. In September, 1945, we observed evening
rush hour Broadway Brooklyn locals displaying Bowery
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TOUR OF PATH EXCHANGE PLACE STATION AND HUDSON
TUBES
by John Pappas
car of each 8-car train would be in the tunnel eastbound
and not available for entrance or exit. The opposite was
true westbound. PATH recognized the need to lengthen
the platforms years ago. Exchange Place was one of
PATH’s fastest growing stations and the additional platform space is coming at a fortuitous time. With the
opening of Morgan Stanley’s 70 story office building
three blocks away, the station will no doubt see a tremendous influx of additional passengers by the end of
2003. But the kind of complete tunnel realignment that
has been necessary would have been extremely difficult
to construct under traffic and probably would have been
cost prohibitive.
The boring was done with augers and blasting. Concrete was “shot” onto the new tunnel walls from piping
in the ceiling that extended up to cement mixing trucks
on the street above. All track, power cables, and signals
were stripped out of the construction area, which extends about 700 feet west of the site in the direction of
Grove Street. The infrastructure is being completely
renewed. During our visit, most of the new track was in
place and was in the process of being tamped. New
third rail was stored along the right-of-way but had not
yet been installed on the new brackets.

The old adage that good often comes out of tragedy is
proving true with the rebuilding of portions of the PATH
system destroyed or crippled by the events of September 11, 2001. As part of the $544 million project to rebuild the line into the World Trade Center site, Exchange Place station is receiving a $160 million upgrade which will allow operational flexibility that could
have only been dreamed of before 9/11.
The station itself was not damaged by the terrorist
attacks, but it did suffer secondary problems from the
flooding of the two under-river tunnels, which start immediately at the east end of the station’s platforms. The
flooding occurred primarily due to the runoff of water
from firefighting efforts associated with the collapse of
the twin towers and not, as had been initially feared,
from a breach of the tunnel structure. The tunnels (E
carries westbound traffic and F hosts the eastbound
direction) were sealed with huge concrete plugs to prevent serious water damage to the Exchange Place station and the tunnels west of that location.
I was privileged to get a first hand look at the rebuilding during a tour on January 31, which included the major tunnel reconstruction west of Exchange Place and a
walk through the underwater tubes to Ground Zero itself. The photos accompanying this article speak more
about the extent of the rebuilding efforts than I can explain in just words.
West of Exchange Place, major rock tunnel boring
rearranged the track structure alignment to provide
crossovers, which will allow significant operating efficiency in turning trains at Exchange Place. This will be
put to good use in about a month, when PATH begins
running shuttle trains from Grove Street to a reopened
Exchange Place station. In one case, the old Tunnel L,
which used to be a blind-end bore used for storing a
seven-car train, was filled in and a new tunnel created
on the same alignment, essentially above its roof level.
This allowed the track structure to be reconfigured to
form the new crossovers. Trains can now come eastbound from either route, reverse, and return to that
route or to the other route, with the exception of eastbound trains from Newport, which would have to make
a back-up move to return to Newport. Even so, the flexibility this allows is enormous compared with the lack of
any kind of reversing provision formerly.
At the same time, the former junction between the
tunnels coming from Newport-Pavonia and Grove Street
was moved further west to allow the extension of the
Exchange Place station platforms to a 520-foot length,
which will allow for eventual 10-car trains. Formerly,
these platforms accommodated only 7 cars. The front

East end of the eastbound platform at Exchange Place.

The twin tunnels under the Hudson are about a mile in
length. They were not harmed by the attacks except for
becoming filled with water. As part of the project, they
had all track, power cables, and signals removed also,
but they received a new concrete tunnel floor (invert)
replacing the former ballasted trackway. Track is directly
“fixated” to the floor using pads and clips. The invert
(Continued on page 5)
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cut in and Hudson Terminal abandoned, the tunnel leading to and from the latter was suspended in midair
above the excavation on temporary supports in the manner of a huge pipe.
Northward, beyond the front of the new station, the
alignment runs under the remains of the six story structure which housed much of the parking for the site. This
is the place where the remains of the site are most intact. The trackway area is being reused, again with new
infrastructure. Rails were on the alignment, but no ties or
appliances were there yet. It is an uninterrupted path
back to the start of Tunnel E. At this time, track is finished in both tunnels, third rail is being affixed to the
new brackets and only installation of new signaling is
needed to see the tunnels once again ready for trains.

Tour of PATH Exchange Place Station and Hudson
Tubes
(Continued from page 4)

features a center drainage sump covered by fiberglass
runners. New cable banks were constructed along both
sides of the trackway. These feature up-to-date epoxy
resin cable ducts with room for additional cabling as may
be required in the future.
At the World Trade Center site, there is a mixed bag of
conditions. The track exits from Tunnel F onto a shelf
that hugs the west side of the slurry wall. Much of this
shelf along the south side of the site is missing and, at
the time of our visit, reconstruction had yet to be started.
At the site of the former World Trade Center station, a
new station has risen in the exact same location. The
steel structure is mostly in place. New station platforms
are being constructed. The former five-track setup will
be put back. The second level above the tracks will
house the mezzanine, from which there will be stairways
and escalators to Church Street. PATH considers this a
temporary station. The permanent station and where it
will be located is still dependent on the ultimate plan
chosen for rebuilding the entire site.
Interestingly, one can stand at the exit of the eastbound tunnel just beyond the slurry wall and see the
former alignment of the tunnel which ran to the Hudson
Terminal. The tunnel is now exposed, like a giant sewer
pipe, in the wall above the new box which houses NYC
Transit’s 1 and 9 lines, under the former alignment of
Greenwich Street. One can also get a good idea of the
climb required to bring the trains that much closer to
West slurry wall at Tunnel E.
street level which Hudson Terminal enjoyed, in contrast
to the World Trade Center station, which is located six
levels below the street. We were told that prior to the Work on this major project is moving quickly and is
weekend in September, 1972 when the new station was ahead of schedule. By the time you read this, trains will
be testing on the new tracks leading into Exchange
Place from the west. A shuttle service between Exchange Place and Grove Street may begin as early as
April. PATH has announced that service will return to the
temporary World Trade Center station before the end of
the year. Barring any unforeseen construction problems,
it is likely that the start of service will be earlier than currently predicted.
Our tour showed that PATH has done a first-rate job of
rebuilding the damaged line, which will serve a growing
ridership well for many years to come. The writer expresses grateful appreciation to former PATH transportation officials Bob Pawlowski and Mike Kirby for arranging
the tour and providing much of the information presented here. Readers may find additional information on
the
Port
Authority’s
special
website,
www.pathrestoration.com.
(Continued on page 6)
Old Hudson Terminal Tube seen above new steel for World Trade
Center temporary station.
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Tour of PATH Exchange Place Station and Hudson
Tubes
(Continued from page 5)

New westward extension of the eastbound platform
at Exchange Place.

Tunnel F, east of Exchange Place.

Temporary PATH station at former World Trade Center site, at track
level, looking south.

New eastbound crossover west of Exchange Place
station, looking east.

(photos and track plan by the author)
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TECH TALK
by Jeffrey Erlitz
was in effect on August 4, 1913 when the line opened.
The solid lines show the two tracks that were in service
on the north and west side of the four-track subway
structure. Dashed lines show the tracks and switches
that were planned for future service. At that point in
time, it was still planned that this subway line would be
connected to the Brooklyn Bridge near the Park Row
terminal.
You will notice that the center track at Bowery extended west past the station. I do not believe, however,
that this track was long enough to hold one full-length
train for storage purposes. It is also interesting how this
middle track has a track “number” as if it were on the
IRT. I had thought that only the IRT used a track designation of “M” for middle tracks.
Note also the track arrangement in the Essex Street
station. Track 2 is slightly to the south of today’s middle
track in the station. I am guessing that the BRT used
the two tracks of the original Delancey Street terminal
for this initial operation. The article in The Signal Engineer did not mention this.
The September, 1914 issue of The Signal Engineer
had a very interesting article on the placing in service of
the link between the Broadway and Myrtle Avenue Elevated Lines. This took place on July 29, 1914 and provided a direct route from Ridgewood to lower Manhattan
via the Broadway Elevated Line, the Williamsburgh
(note original spelling) Bridge, and the Centre Street
Subway. According to this article, during the first rush
period after the connection opened, 220 trains were
handled by the interlocking in two and one-half hours.
This interlocking was unique in two ways. It was the
first installation on any New York City rapid transit line
furnished by the Hall Switch and Signal Company. More
importantly, it was the first all-electric interlocking by
Hall anywhere in the United States. It was also the only
Hall interlocking ever installed on a New York rapid transit line and lasted to about November 8, 1953, when it
was replaced with a GRS Model 2 machine.
When this connection opened, the triple-tracking of
the Broadway Elevated had not yet been completed.
The third track was in place from east of Myrtle Avenue
to, presumably, East New York. There is a photograph
in this article taken from the new tower looking east on
Broadway and the third track clearly begins just east of
the junction with the Myrtle Avenue Line. The Myrtle
Avenue station was still just two tracks with a center
island platform.

On Saturday, February 1, the original control panel at
38th Street Yard (Murphy Tower) was removed from service after not quite 14 years of use. Made by General
Railway Signal Company, it was placed in service on
May 19, 1989 under contract S-32300. This was the
contract that furnished a new signal system for the
Fourth Avenue Line from north of Pacific Street to 95th
Street. From February 1 to March 31 all controls and
indications are being transferred from the original master control panel to the new master control panel. The
new control panel, just across the hallway from the
original, was made by Mauell Corporation under the
West End Line signal contract, S-32344.
Last month I stated that the new signaling at Ninth
Avenue on the West End Line was going to be placed in
service starting on the weekend of March 1-2. The work
actually started on the weekend of February 1-2, a full
month early. Originally, only track circuit testing was
supposed to take place on that first weekend. That was
accomplished but in addition, two automatic signals on
southbound local Track D1 in Ninth Avenue station were
placed in service. The placing in service of additional
equipment started in earnest over the weekend of February 15-16. At that time, new signals were activated on
southbound Track D1 and Track D3 north of Ninth Avenue where the two tracks diverge. Over the weekend of
February 22-23, the remainder of the new signals on
Track D1 were placed in service north of the station.
This work also included the southbound yard lead,
Track Y1, coming out of 38th Street Yard.
Back on November 30, 2001, Pav-Lak Contracting
Incorporated of Hauppauge, New York was awarded
contract C-34731, to upgrade the station lighting at
three stations. These stations are Bowery (Nassau
Street Line) and Spring Street and 190th Street (both
Eighth Avenue Line). Though these stations have had
fluorescent lighting on their platforms for many years
now, there are other areas of these stations that still
have incandescent lighting, such as around the fare
control areas. During January, construction activities
continued at Bowery with conduit installation and at
Spring Street with construction of the Electrical Panel
Room. This is a fairly small-ticket item as far as Capital
Program projects go. It is budgeted at $3.9 million and
should reach beneficial use by the end of March next
year.
Following up on the discussion about the original track
and signal arrangement on the (BRT) Centre Street
Loop, shown on the next page is the track diagram that

(Continued on page 8)
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Tech Talk

BRT Centre Street Loop

(Continued from page 5)

Original Layout - Aug 4, 1913

Chambers St

Canal St

Track 1
Track 2
Tower

A

A

To
Manhattan
Bridge

To
Brooklyn
Bridge

Essex St

Bowery
Track 2

Track 1
Track 2

Track M
Tower

Williamsburgh Bridge

A

Portal
A

The interlocking machine had 52 levers, with 27 working levers, 19 spare levers, and 6 spare spaces. As with
the General Railway Signal Model 2 and Model 5 interlocking machines, the Hall machine had one lever for
each switch, even when two switches were at the opposite ends of the same crossover. In that case, the two
levers were tied together inside the machine and operated by one handle. Separate and independent control
and indication features were provided for each of the
two switches. The switch machines were, needless to
say, all electric.
Of major importance, this interlocking saw the introduction of a new scheme of signal aspects for the BRT.
Prior to this installation, home signals displayed aspects
that were very similar, if not identical, to those on the
IRT and railroads. A proceed on main route indication
had an aspect of green over red. Likewise, a proceed
on diverging route indication had a red over green aspect. With this installation, proceed on main route became the now-familiar green over green aspect and

proceed on diverging route became green over yellow.
The BRT designed this scheme with three objectives:
• Provide distinctive indications for automatic block
and home signals.
• Provide not more than two lights in any signal indication.
• Eliminate red lights from proceed indications.
In interlocked home signals, the upper light now indicated the condition of the block and the lower light the
route to be traversed. This was, of course, the scheme
used by the New York City Board of Transportation in
designing the Independent System of subway lines.
Interestingly, the article does not mention and the photographs do not show any automatic train stops at any
signal location. Perhaps this was a function of typical
outdoor signal installations at that time. Lastly, the
home signals had large backgrounds attached to the
signal heads making them look like those typically
found on railroads.
Jeff may be contacted via e-mail at jerlitz@pipeline.com.

Financing the Independent Subway

in the world. He was a practical engineer, who had no
formal education or technological training, and was honored by many college graduates.

(Continued from page 1)

who probably built more miles of subway than any man
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cus Transfer opens later this year, the train would also
call there, further reducing the travel time to midtown.
For a long time, Metro-North has expressed a desire
to own the Southern Tier Line between Suffern and Port
Jervis. An agreement has now been worked out with
Norfolk Southern (successor to Conrail) to lease the 65mile line until the year 2006, at which time Metro-North
would purchase it. This comes at a time when the railroad is gearing up to increase service when Secaucus
Transfer opens later this year. $11 million has been allocated for improvements that will bring the rail line up to
a state of good repair. Commuters have long suffered
delays caused by an aging signal system. Other work to
be done includes installation of continuously welded rail
and repairs to several bridges. Prior to the breakup of
Conrail, Metro-North thought it had an agreement to buy
the line for $88 million, but the deal was put on hold.
Norfolk Southern will receive $500,000 this year, but
starting next year the price goes up to $1.5 million, then
$3 million in 2005.
Connecticut Department of Transportation
According to a report from the Stamford Advocate
(via Weekly Rail Recap), CDOT intends to rehabilitate
its ten M-2 bar (Café) cars, despite opposition by the
Connecticut Rail Commuters Council. At issue is the
need for additional seating. In 1985, Metro-North converted its Bar Cars into conventional coaches.
MTA Long Island Rail Road
For the first time in seven years, ridership fell on the
Long Island Rail Road last year. In 2001, the railroad
carried 85.6 million passengers, and in 2002, that number fell to just over 84 million. While peak hour riders
declined by 1.9%, off-peak ridership rose 2.4%. Blame
the decline on the sluggish economy. 1949 was the
LIRR’s top year for ridership, when it carried 91 million
passengers. Back then, my family contributed to that
number in a small way, when we rode into New York via
the Rockaway Beach Branch during that summer. OTP
in 2002 was 94.04%.
Revised timetables were issued for the Port Jefferson
and Far Rockaway Branches, effective December 23
and December 30, 2002 respectively. This information
was conveyed in the box next to the wording,
www.mta.info.
NJ Transit
January 26 saw the issuance of new timetables except for the Atlantic City Line. There were slight enhancements to service on most lines – in many cases, a
reallocation of stops that are being made by trains. On
the Northeast Corridor and North Jersey Coast Lines,
some train time changes were caused by new Amtrak

MTA Metro-North Railroad (East)
In spite of the slow economy, Metro-North reported
that 73.1 million riders were carried last year, which
equates to an increase of one-tenth of a percent. To put
this into perspective, the Long Island Railroad and NJ
Transit both reported losses in ridership. East of Hudson winners were the Hudson Line (up 1.2%) and the
New Haven (up 0.5%). On the Harlem Line ridership
was down 0.5%.
2003 was also a good year for on-time performance
(OTP), which was up by 1% when compared to 2001.
The Journal News identified several trains which ran
on-time 100%, as #706 (5:58 AM Croton), 651 (4:23 PM
to Mount Vernon West), and 553 and 577 (4:26 PM and
7:02 PM to North White Plains). The two worst performing trains, with an OTP of 90.4%, were a pair of New
Havens: #1741 (8:45 AM New Canaan) and 1464 (5:49
PM to South Norwalk). Here are some other details:
Total OTP was 97.3% (the goal was 97.2%); by line,
Hudson 98%, Harlem 97.4% and New Haven 96.8%.
This year, the goal is 97.5%.
Like a phoenix rising from the ashes, a pair of FL-9s
returned to service in early February, following the temporary removal of two Genesis engines that were involved in a minor collision. Member Josh Weis reports
that 202 was one of the “injured” parties. Both are expected to be heading to General Electric for repairs. In
the meantime, “starships” 2040-2041 are pinch-hitting.
MTA Metro-North Railroad (West)
The news about ridership on the west side of the Hudson was not positive, as there ridership declines on both
the Pascack Valley (-19.1%) and Port Jervis (-4.4%)
Lines. These decreases can be attributed to the loss of
jobs in lower Manhattan plus the lack of the PATH line
to the former World Trade Center area.
OTP vs. the goal was 97.1% vs. 95.4% for the Pascack Valley Line and 93.7% vs. 94% for the Port Jervis
Line.
Several years after it was first proposed, the Pascack
Valley Line is set to get is long-awaited morning Rockland County Express train. The announcement was
made in late January by Metro-North President Peter A.
Cannito, who expected the train to begin running a short
time after the first phase of the Bergen Tunnels project
is completed in June, which means probably in July.
Apparently the work in the southern pair of the Bergen
Tunnels is not quite as extensive as it was in the northern tunnels, and this work can be done over weekends
instead of taking the tunnels out of service 24 hours a
day. Commuters can expect to save about 15 minutes
on their ride from Rockland County, as the train would
run express to Hoboken from Pearl River. Once Secau-

(Continued on page 10)
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timetables that went into effect on that date. The Raritan
Valley Line had no changes, but there were differences
in some connecting trains to New York.
NJ Transit has learned that the company that was
supplying the trucks for its Comet Vs has gone out of
business. Another manufacturer has been sought, and
thought was given to using, on a temporary basis,
trucks from the Comet Is. However, that idea was
shelved because the trucks would not fit under the cars.
As of the end of 2002, 97 cars, nearly half of the 200car order, had been accepted. Alstom still has to build
the 65-car option for Metro-North that will be used on
the west-of-Hudson Lines; delivery of those cars will be
delayed by nine to twelve months.
Two large park-and-ride lots will be built on MontclairBoonton Line in Little Falls and on the Main Line in
Ramsey. The new Montclair State University station will
be the site for a 1,500-space parking deck, while a
1,264-space parking deck will be constructed on Route
17 in Ramsey. Completion is scheduled for next year on
both projects, which will cost $34.1 million.
Just before the end of January, HBLRT resumed operations on both tracks in and out of Hoboken; apparently the frog had been repaired. Thanks to Alan
Kramer for the report.
Acting State Transportation Commissioner Jack Lettiere has appointed seven individuals, including former
State Transportation Commissioners Louis Gambaccini
and John P. Sheridan, Jr., to a commission that will
make an assessment of the state’s transportation system and design a strategy that will guide the state over
the next decade.
Metropolitan Area
A state Superior Court judge set March 10 as the date
for a trial between the NY & Greenwood Lake Railway
and NJ Transit, over the former providing passenger
service over the lower Boonton Line. NJ Transit abandoned this section of the line when it began operating
via the Montclair Connection. The Lower Boonton Coalition is leading the fight for this rail service, and has cited
a general downgrading of service for passengers west
of Montclair. Thanks to NJ-ARP’s Hotline for the report.
A news item from the Newsletter of the New Jersey
Transport Heritage reported that all excursions on the
Susquehanna would end. This because Norfolk Southern and CSX, owners of 70% of the NYSW, now require
$200 million liability insurance, which is cost-prohibitive.
Another track branch, the Port Morris Branch, is about
to become history. A legal notice in The New York
Times (February 14) announced that “New York Central
Lines, LLC and CSX Transportation, Inc., intend to file
an application to abandon a 1.5 mile line of railroad in
the Northeast Region, known as the Albany Division,
New York Terminal Subdivision, between Melrose (QVP
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Milepost 0.0) and the southernmost edge of the tunnel
at Southern Blvd. (Milepost QVC 1.5), in Bronx County,
New York, which traverses through United States Postal
ZIP Codes 10454, 10455, and 10456.” The Port Morris
Branch, which leaves the Harlem Line at CP 106, north
of the Melrose station, and ends at Port Morris Yard,
has become redundant with the Oak Point Link, which
has been in service since October, 1998. According to
the Electric Railroader’s Association Trip Announcement
for its October 21, 1967 excursion to the Port Morris
Branch, Putnam Division, and West Side Freight Line
(which I rode), “regular passenger service has never
been operated over this branch!!!” At one time it connected with the New Haven Railroad’s Harlem Branch.
Member Larry Kiss did some research and discovered
that Port Morris had been double-tracked with electrified
third rail from August, 1926 until about 1960, and was
always a freight line, with several freight sidings serving
local companies.
Brrrrrrr
The twelve consecutive days of temperatures failing to
exceed 32o was not a record, so says WCBS-880 News
Chief Meteorologist Craig Allen. But for many of us, it
could not end soon enough. However, the reprieve
would last only one day, before a return to the deep
freeze. At this time of year, temperatures should range
from 26o-32o, but this year, the range has been 23o-33o,
and the average daily temperature for the month of
January was 4o lower than last year.
On January 23, I was at the Poughkeepsie train station, which affords a view of the Hudson River. It was
frozen across. When I drove over the Bear Mountain
Bridge, to the north, where the Hudson is narrower, it
was frozen, and to the (wider) south, the middle was
generally clear. The New York Times (January 25) reported on the return to service of a fleet of icebreakers
operated by the U.S. Coast Guard. After a hiatus of two
“mild” winters, they went to work rescuing boats that got
trapped and keeping a shipping lane open to deliver
fuel oil, gas, and industrial supplies to upstate New
York. These “cutters” have hulls that are thick enough to
cut through ice up to 30 inches in thickness. A 10-ton air
compressor on the fantail forces clouds of bubbles under the ice, to help break it up.
Starting on January 24, the various ferry services from
New Jersey to New York City were suspended intermittently, joining the Haverstraw-Ossining Line, which did
not run since January 15. Television news showed
video of New York Waterway ferries experiencing difficulty making their trips across the lower Hudson River.
Once the temperatures warmed up, the problem became the ice floats on the Hudson River. Normal service was resumed on all lines except for HaverstrawOssining as of 6 AM, February 3.
Amtrak
New timetable cards were issued on January 27 for
(Continued on page 11)
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the Acela Express/Metroliner and Boston-New YorkWashington, D.C. services. Springfield-New YorkWashington and Toronto-Buffalo-Albany-New York got
“Revised” editions of the October 28, 2002 timetable
cards. If you have been waiting for the opportunity to
ride an Acela Express, but wanted to avoid paying the
normal high fare, you will want to know that through
April 25, Amtrak is offering a $59 Business Class fare.
The hitch is that this applies only on (new) weekday
Train #2118, which leaves Washington, D.C. at 9:30
PM.
On February 10, Train #45, the Pennsylvanian, was
restored to its original daylight schedule, which has the
train departing Pittsburgh at 7:30 AM (Mondays – Saturdays). The Philadelphia time is 2:50 PM, and New York
is 4:00 PM. The times for the Sunday train are Pittsburgh (1:30 PM), Philadelphia (8:55 PM) and New York
(10:50 PM). This means that the train will no longer operate to Chicago, because as a part of Amtrak’s plan to
operate more efficiently, the mail and express service
that had been added to the run in 1998 has been
dropped due to financial losses. Westbound, the Pennsylvanian replaced Keystone Train #641, and other
Keystone trains had their schedules changed to what
Amtrak calls “more convenient times.” The Three Rivers
still runs to Chicago via Pittsburgh.
Amtrak, the Northern New England Rail Authority, and
passengers won a major battle on January 31 with Guilford Rail System. The Surface Transportation Board
ruled that trains could operate at speeds of up to 79
mph over sections of rebuilt tracks, provided that certain
track standards were met. This will mean a reduction in
the 2 hour 45 minute running time between Portland
and Boston. All of the concerned parties will work to
implement the 79 mph speeds where 60 mph was previously mandated.
For the second time in less than a year, Amtrak Empire Service returned to Grand Central Terminal, and
the cause was the same as occurred on March 2, 2002
– a barge (the Sea Wolf) struck the Spuyten Duyvil
Bridge. Unlike the last event, which involved a barge
taking Redbirds to be reefed, this time the barge was
loaded with gravel, and this time the bridge sustained
some structural damage. The incident occurred at 12:47
AM. The New York Times reported that on Friday, February 7, seven trains were canceled while the remaining
six were routed into Grand Central Terminal. Amtrak
planned to transfer passengers to Metro-North trains at
Croton-Harmon for Saturday until repairs were completed. This caused some very interesting routings. The
Lake Shore (#48/49), Maple Leaf (#63/64), and Adirondack (#68/69) operated via the Hell Gate Bridge to New
Rochelle, where they reversed direction. Trains then ran
on the New Haven and Harlem Lines to Mott Haven,
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and, using the Mott Haven Wye, reached the Hudson
Line. At CP 12, they resumed their normal routing. The
extra mileage totaled 27 miles. 200-series Empire Service trains operated to Grand Central Terminal, and departed 30 minutes after their scheduled departure times
to enable passengers to travel from Penn Station. Normal service was resumed for the morning of February
12. Oh yes, the Sea Wolf continued to its destination in
Haverstraw. Thanks to Josh Weis for supplying the details.
According to a report on the NARP (National Association of Railroad Passengers) website, Amtrak has filed
the necessary papers to discontinue operation of Trains
#850/851, the Kentucky Cardinal, on or about July 9.
This train, which has been running since December 17,
1999, was also started to handle mail and express, but
as in the case of the Pennsylvanian, it did not pan out.
In early January, after a meeting with New York State
Transportation Commissioner Michael Boardman, Amtrak agreed to put the two rebuilt Turbotrain sets into
service with 90 days. Amtrak and Bombardier jointly
announced that a “permanent” fix had been developed
to repair the yaw dampers, which prompted the removal
from service last year of the fleet of Acelas and HHPs.
Thanks to Weekly Rail Recap for the reports.
Museums
Josh Weis reported that Metro-North FL-9 2023 (in
New Haven livery) and SPV 293 were delivered to the
Connecticut Eastern Railroad Museum in Willimantic,
Connecticut on February 7. SPV 293 was the unit that
went to CDOT (February, 2003 Bulletin).
Other Transit Systems
Boston, Massachusetts
The MBTA has published its FY2003-FY2008 Capital
Investment Plan on the Internet. The 145-page document (in PDF format) can be viewed at www.mbta.com/
insidethet/capital.asp#. As the report is lengthy, I only
checked for items concerning rail and found that there
is one light rail expansion project proposal – Green Line
to Somerville. Sometime in the future, a study will be
made to consider extending the Green Line from Lechmere to Tufts University in Medford and constructing a
connector between the Red Line at Charles/MGH and
the Blue Line at Bowdoin. On commuter rail, the following projects are funded:
• New Bedford/Fall River Extension Phase I – Design and construction
• Worcester, Newburyport/Rockport and Old Colony
– Various punchlist items
• Old Colony Greenbush Rehabilitation Project –
17.1 miles of track, 7 stations, layover facility. Tunnel through Hingham Square and rolling stock
Interestingly, just as this column was being finalized, I
received an email reporting that MBTA General Manager Michael Mulhern suspended all construction(Continued on page 12)
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related activity on Greenbush for at least the next six
months, due to escalating costs and incomplete permits. Rising costs may cause the new governor, Mitt
Romney, to kill the project altogether, and the governor
is opposed to the extension of the Stoughton Line to
New Bedford and Fall River. So who knows where this
leaves the “T”’s expansion program, but certainly the
contractors who are building the line are sure to have
some input and are likely to sue for damages. It is
heartening to note that the MBTA is studying a rail link
between North and South Stations, something that
should have been built in conjunction with the Big Dig.
At its February meeting, the MBTA Board of Directors
awarded a $64 million contract to build 28 additional bilevel cars for delivery beginning in 2005. When this order is fulfilled, one-third of the fleet will consist of bilevel cars, and commuters will find additional restrooms
on their trains.
Loose bolts under the articulated section forced the
MBTA to inspect its entire Green Line fleet of 115
Kinkis. This forced a one-day suspension of E Line service between Copley Square and Heath Street when 37
of the cars required further inspection. Service was
added to the parallel #39 bus route. Ultimately, it was 14
of the cars that needed new bolts, which once installed,
permitted the cars to return to service, and service to be
restored to the E.
Once again, with sponsorship by Fleet Bank, the
MBTA has reissued its fold-up style subway map.
Thanks to member Todd Glickman for these reports and
for copies of the map.
Burlington, Vermont
Four months ahead of its planned termination date,
the Champlain Valley Flyer was to end its short life by
shutting down at the end of February. This date was
selected because federal funding was about to run out,
and the state decided that the ridership was too low to
keep supporting the service, which cost $150,000 per
month. The train ran between Charlotte and Burlington,
about 13 miles. It started on June 9, 1999, using former
RDC cars that originally ran for the Boston & Maine and
went to the MBTA, which, after running them for a few
years, had them rebuilt into non-powered coaches,
which became known as “Boise Budds.” Eventually,
Virginia Railway Express purchased them, and upon
receipt of new equipment sold them to the Vermont
Agency for Transportation. There had been plans to
extend the line farther south to Vergennes, but that did
not happen. The impetus for starting this line was the
planned reconstruction of parallel Route 7, but that work
has not yet begun, and so the anticipated numbers of
riders did not materialize. Several years ago, NBC
News Correspondent Tom Brokaw featured this project
on his Fleecing of America series prior to its opening,
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and did a follow-up. Another report told of a lack of
$670,000 threatening the continuation of the Vermonter
and Ethan Allen Express.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
SEPTA held a public hearing on January 31 to present
proposals on its 2003 Annual Service Plan. Most of
what is planned concerns buses, but there is one item
concerning commuter rail. Due to low ridership, it is proposed that two stations, Lamokin (R-2/Marcus Hook
Line) and Angora (R-3/Media/Elwyn), be closed. According to SEPTA, the stations board 36 and 25 daily
riders respectively. Late evening outbound service on
weekdays would be added to routes R-2, R-3, R-5, and
R-8.
From Cinders: January 8 was the date that proposals
to build 104 Silverliner Vs were due. The contract
comes with an option for 45 cars for the MetroRail project (Philadelphia to Reading) should that project occur.
As of mid-December, 2002, 14 of the 18 PCC cars for
the Girard Avenue LRT project were at Brookville’s plant
for rebuilding. The line is set to open next year. Nearly
47 years after the Strafford Branch was abandoned, the
right-of-way will become the “P&W Trail,” a k a the Radnor Multi-Use Trail. Ronald DeGraw’s The Red Arrow
Lines (©1972 Haverford Press) reported that patronage
virtually disappeared during the early 1950s, and by
1956, Red Arrow claimed that there were only 500 daily
riders between Willoburn and Strafford. The Strafford
branch left the Norristown Line at Villanova Junction.
Cars last ran over this 2.2-mile line on March 23, 1956.
Controversy has arisen over SEPTA’s authorization of
a plan to “give away” one track on the R-8 Line to Fox
Chase. According to The Delaware Valley Rail Passenger, published by the Delaware Valley Association
of Rail Passengers, at issue is a three-mile stretch of
track that begins at Newtown Junction, where R-8 trains
depart from the former Reading-side system and run to
Cheltenham Junction, near the Cheltenham station.
These tracks are owned by CSX and are a part of its
north-south main line. SEPTA holds trackage rights to
use portions of these tracks for its R-8 and R-3/West
Trenton trains. Since the transit agency operates the
majority of the trains on these tracks, it is also responsible for dispatching. What CSX wants is to have each
railroad use one of the tracks, which would virtually reduce the line to a single-tracked one, with very limited
passing sidings to be installed. Track #1 would go to
SEPTA, and Track #2 to CSX. Flexibility would be gone,
and passenger service would suffer. It is believed that
CSX would remove the catenary over the track that it
would occupy, which would forever prevent EMU trains
from operating over it. DVARP believes that if CSX prevails on R-8, a similar situation would take place on the
longer R-3/West Trenton Line.
PATCO is considering reopening the Franklin Square
station, which is located at 7th and Franklin Streets. The
(Continued on page 13)
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station was temporarily used during the Bicentennial
celebrations, but closed shortly afterward due to low
patronage. A resurrected Franklin Square station would
service the National Constitution Center, a museum at
Independence National Historic Park on Arch Street,
which is to open this summer. Thanks to NJ-ARP’s Hotline for the report from the (Camden) Courier-Post.
SEPTA Broad Street Line “Sports Express” trains carried a record 84,500 passengers to Philadelphia Eagles
home games this season. The previous record of
58,260 was set during the 2001 season. A new record
for a single day was also set this year, when 12,983
passed through the turnstiles at the Pattison station for
the NFC Championship game on January 19, the last to
be played at Veterans Stadium, because starting next
season the Eagles will play in their new stadium, which
is near the old one.
Washington, D.C. area
Car shortages have been affecting the length of some
MARC trains. Member Steve Erlitz reported that several
trains to Brunswick, Frederick, and Martinsburg operated with one less car. In early February MARC had five
bi-levels and three single-level cars out of service due
to collision damage, until repairs have been completed.
Although there are no new cars on order, it is expected
that some additional (retired) cars would be purchased
from METRA.
Virginia Railway Express emails those who subscribe
to Train Talk, its on-line notification service. As a subscriber, I receive news about delays in service, schedules that will operate on holidays, and changes in
equipment that is assigned to a particular train. On
January 23, VRE advised its passengers that for one
day, the equipment that normally operates on Train
#309 (5:15 PM to Fredericksburg, was changed. This
had the potential to cause a crowding condition, and
commuters were advised that if possible, other trains
should be utilized.
Tampa, Florida
Member Dennis Zaccardi sent a copy of one of the
free tourist guides and maps that many communities
produce, and featured on the cover, and multiple times
inside are the TECO Line streetcars. Cash (exact) fares
are $1.25 and $.60 (Senior). A one-day unlimited ticket
(streetcar and bus) costs $3.00 or $1.50 (Senior), and
there are also three-day unlimited tickets for $9.00. Service operates 11 AM-10 PM Monday-Wednesday, 11
AM-11 PM Thursday, 11 AM-2 AM Friday, 9 AM-2 AM
Saturday, and noon-8 PM Sunday.
South Florida
Tri-Rail ridership continued to increase in the fiscal
year that began last July 1. Since October 7, on 11
separate occasions, the railroad carried more than
10,000 passengers on a single day. Some examples
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where the growth took place include West Palm Beach
(+25%), Ft. Lauderdale/Hollywood (+32%), and Miami
International Airport (+11%). Work continues on the
double-tracking project, and the final phase of Segment
5 began with the New Year. On the last page of TriRail’s schedule is a map which shows these segments,
but Segment 5 is comprised of three parts. Thanks to
member Karl Groh for the report.
Chicago, Illinois
METRA announced its plans to build a new 55-milelong rail line to be known as the STAR Line. Details next
issue.
St. Louis, Missouri
As of February 1, the Bi-State Development Agency is
operating its business in St. Louis as Metro. When light
rail service began in 1993, it was named Metrolink, and
in the intervening years, “M” logos have appeared on all
of the transit agency’s rolling stock. Its new website address is www.metrostlouis.org.
Toronto, Ontario, Canada
GO Transit ordered 20 new bi-levels to add to its
growing fleet of similar cars.
London, United Kingdom
On January 26, the last three cars of a Central Line
train operating on the Underground crashed against a
tunnel wall and then mounted the platform at the Chancery Lane station. 32 passengers were injured and
taken to hospitals. Doors were torn from the train and a
lot of glass was broken. While there was no immediate
cause as to why the accident occurred, Britain’s largest
rail union speculated that bolts that held the motors
failed. Service was suspended on the Central Line as
all cars were withdrawn from service for safety checks.
Thanks to member Glenn Rowe for the report.
When my son Marc visited London last November, he
brought home lots of brochures and maps. One of the
brochures dealt with the “Central London Congestion
Charge”, which went into effect on February 17. What
this is all about is that London suffers the worst traffic
congestion in the United Kingdom, and in an attempt to
reduce the number of vehicles entering the heart of
London, a daily charge of £5 (about $8) will be assessed to most vehicles. This fee is in effect weekdays,
excluding public holidays, between 7 AM and 6:30 PM
within the area bounded by what is called the “Inner
Ring Road,” which is a route round the zone. That road
is Euston Road, Pentonville Road, Tower Bridge, Elephant & Castle, Vauxhall Bridge Road, Park Lane, and
Marylebone Road. There is no charge to drive on that
road. No tollbooths have been erected, but cameras will
read license plates of cars entering the charging zone,
which will be checked against a database. Once the
license plate has been matched, showing that the fee
has been paid, or the vehicle is exempt, the photographic image of the plate is erased. Exemptions are
granted for those with mobility impairments, those, who
(Continued on page 14)
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perform critical public services or help to contribute towards the delivery of other transport improvement objectives, and a variety of others. Some examples of vehicles that are exempt are taxis, motorbikes, mopeds
and bicycles, buses (with 9 or more seats), emergency
service vehicles, and those used in the transport of the
mobility impaired. Residents who live within the charging zone are permitted to register one vehicle at a 90%
discount. Once the fee is paid, the vehicle can make an
unlimited number of trips on that day. The £5 fee can be
paid by mail, telephone, at some retail outlets, or on the
Internet, in advance or until midnight of the day that the
travel takes place. Those who pay between 10 PM and
midnight must also pay an additional £5, and if the fee
is not paid by midnight, the registered owner is sent a
penalty notice of £80. If paid within a fortnight (two
weeks), that fee is reduced to £40. There are even
more severe penalties for those who still do not pay. All
of this is to encourage use of public transport. For de-

tails, you can log on to www.cclondon.com.
From the History Files
50 Years Ago: On March 31, 1953, Staten Island
Rapid Transit ended service on two of its three lines.
Abandoned were the North Shore and South Beach
Lines, the latter famous for its single-car trains and the
high-level platform at the Wentworth Avenue station that
could only accommodate a single train door. Although
there has been sporadic talk about restoring service on
the North Shore, there are no firm plans to do this. With
this reduction in service, there were surplus cars, and
the NYC Transit Authority purchased thirty, in two
batches, of which most were scrapped by 1961. The
remaining line to Tottenville still operates.
30 Years Ago: On March 30, 1973, Toronto’s Yonge
Street Subway was extended three stations northward,
from Eglinton to York Mills. One year later, on March 29,
1974, with another three-station addition, the line was
extended to Finch, its present terminus.
News items and comments concerning this column may be
emailed to NYDnewseditor@aol.com.

BLIZZARD OF ‘03
by Randy Glucksman (NYC Subway portion by Lexington Park)
Meteorologists were forecasting the storm for a few
days, and they were certainly right, as our region was
blanketed with between one and two feet of the white
stuff. Some localities received more. The total in Central
Park, was 19.8 inches, but three of those inches fell on
Sunday. Had that total been all in one day, it would have
been the fourth highest amount on a single day.
Although snow began falling from southwest to northeast on Sunday (February 16), the brunt of the storm
was felt on Monday, which coincided with the President’s Day holiday. Fortunately traffic was lighter than
had it been a workday. States of Emergency were declared in New Jersey and Connecticut, and for most of
metropolitan New York. Rail services were already operating on Saturday or Holiday schedules. Amtrak suspended service between Richmond and Washington,
D.C. Corridor trains between Boston, New York and
Washington, D.C. were running with delays.
Monday (afternoon), February 17
Metro-North spokesman Dan Brucker told WCBS-880
that there were few riders, and only diesel trains would
operate every two hours after 4 PM. He also said that
80% of their trains are electric and they are more susceptible to damage than diesel equipment. Bus service
was cancelled by NJ Transit (statewide), Bee Line in
Westchester, and the private bus lines in New York City.
Some NYC Transit surface lines also did not operate.
Tuesday, February 18
Metro-North reported that it would be operating a Sun14

day schedule, but there were delays
The Long Island Rail Road planned to operate a normal weekday schedule with shorter trains, but reported
that there could be delays of between 30 and 60 minutes. Just as the rush hour was beginning, there were
reports that many trains were already running over one
hour late, and in fact the railroad did report that trains
were operating with up to 90-minute delays. Service
was suspended for a while on the Hempstead Branch
due to a stalled train and later temporarily suspended
on the Port Jefferson Branch. Ronkonkoma/Greenport
service was bus-operated and there was also bus service between Hollis, Queens Village, and Jamaica.
Long Island City service did not operate. For part of the
day no stops being made at Woodside, Kew Gardens,
or Forest Hills on eastbound Main Line trains from New
York. Eastbound Port Washington Branch trains did
stop at Woodside.
Service delivery was so substandard that the Long
Island issued an apology to its commuters, some who
complained about commuting times of several hours.
The New York Times reported that Train #2703 (5:35
AM Montauk) “pulled into Penn Station four hours
late.” (The train actually terminates at Jamaica, where
passengers change for trains into New York.)
Staten Island Railway did not operate on Tuesday.
NJ Transit operated an “enhanced Saturday schedule”, which translated into the following:
(Continued on page 15)
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Montclair-Boonton – service from Lake Hopatcong
and Montclair Heights at 5:37, 6:37, and 7:37 AM, and
departures from Hoboken hourly from 4 to 6 PM, making all stops to Lake Hopatcong
Pascack Valley – 6:08, 7:04, and 8:00 AM from Spring
Valley. Return service from Hoboken at 2:50, 4:50, 5:50,
and 6:50 PM
Port Jervis – an additional train at 5:29 AM, otherwise
the first train would have been at 6:47 AM. Outbound, a
5:25 PM departure was added
Midtown Direct Service — Was rerouted to Hoboken
due to Amtrak “mainlining switches”
Northeast Corridor — No service from Jersey Avenue.
NJ Transit weekly and monthly tickets were honored on
Amtrak Trains #170, 172, 190, 193 and 655 (did not
operate, see below)
Bus, rail and light rail tickets were cross-honored.
PATH – although PATH indicated that it would operate
a normal schedule, one of my co-workers reported that
he had to wait about 15 minutes, even after a public
address announcement that trains were operating every
13 minutes
Amtrak - modified schedules were in effect between
Boston and Washington, D.C. on all trains, including
Acela Express, Acela Regional, and Keystone Services.
Metroliners and the Clockers did not operate. Silver
Service trains and the Auto Train were cancelled for
Tuesday, except for Silver Service trains within Florida.
It was not only the metropolitan area that was affected. Member Todd Glickman reported that the MBTA,
despite a record 27½ snowfall, operated on Tuesday,
although there were delays on many lines. D/Riverside
service terminated at Government Center, and shuttles
were being operated to Lechmere. Most commuter lines
also had some delays.
PATCO trains operated on six-minute headways during peak hours, 20 minutes off-peak. SEPTA operated a
Saturday schedule on Tuesday, with extra service
added. R-6/Cynwyd trains did not run due to weather
conditions. There were cutbacks on R-2/Marcus Hook/
Wilmington, which only ran to Marcus Hook and R-5/
Thorndale/Paoli to Malvern, except for two trips in each
direction from Thorndale. Route 100, the Norristown
High-Speed Line, did not operate. All other light rail
lines were expected to operate on weekday schedules,
except for Route #36, which ran shuttles between Island & Elmwood and Eastwick Loop. Skip-stop (A/B)
service was suspended on the Market-Frankford Elevated, and the Broad Street Subway only operated with
local and Ridge service.
Member Steve Erlitz reported that MARC and Virginia
Railway Express canceled service for Tuesday, and did
not operate on Monday either. Baltimore’s Central Light
15

Rail Line and bus service was suspended on Sunday,
with LRVs only operating to keep the line open. In
Washington, D.C., Metro service started up at 8 AM (it
was supposed to open at 5:30 AM) and operated on 30
minute headways, with all trains being 6 cars long. Only
underground stations were being served.
Wednesday, February 19
Metro-North canceled 8 of 126 PM trains: Hudson
#459 and 771, Harlem #659, 669, and 577, and New
Haven #1260, 1464, and 1372. This was done due so
that cars and infrastructure that were damaged during
the storm could be repaired, and the changes would
remain in effect until further notice.
VRE had to run a modified schedule, without “turnback” trains due to large amounts of snow and ice on
the CSX tracks. MARC ran a holiday schedule on the
Penn Line, only two trains on Camden, #845 and 849
and 848 and 852. 849 and 852 made all stops. The
Brunswick Line operated Brunswick trains only. Frederick trains and Martinsburg trains originated and terminated in Brunswick. Martinsburg riders were bused to
Shady Grove Metro and Frederick riders were told to
take the #991 bus to Shady Grove. Metrorail, because
Government workers were given the day off, operated
on a 15-minute headway. Steve wrote that the last time
that was done, in 1996, police had to be called out for
crowd control. In Baltimore, light rail service ran between North Avenue and Hunt Valley. Howard Street
was still full of snow. Metro Subway service only operated in the underground section, Mondawmin to Johns
Hopkins.
Thursday, February 20
VRE returned to its normal schedules. MARC ran its
regular schedule on the Penn Line, but on the Brunswick/Frederick and Camden Lines, an “S” schedule was
in effect. To alleviate any overcrowding conditions at
Savage and Laurel, three buses were sent to each station. Normal Central Light Rail service resumed.
Friday, February 21
Normal service was resumed on all MARC lines, and
Metro Subway service was extended to the Old Court
station, one shy of the Owings Mills terminus. By 6 PM,
subway service had returned to normal.
New York City Subway
As for New York City’s subway system, it came
through the blizzard rather well, though there were trouble spots on lines that have significant open cut, atgrade, and/or embankment sections. Among these are:
Dyre Avenue, Brighton, Sea Beach, Smith Street, and
Rockaway — service on all of these lines was out for
several hours, and, in the Rockaways, well over a day.
Service into and out of Stillwell Avenue was also out for
some time, as the only line currently serving it is the
West End, which reaches it via a section of at-grade
running.
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REDBIRD UPDATE
By George Chiasson
It’s a bit past Valentine’s Day, and just as video clips
from the first days of Spring Training offer hope this
seemingly endless winter will soon be over, pieces of
the puzzle continue to develop which will carry MTA
New York City Transit’s equipment changeover into, and
probably through, the summer of 2003. Similar to last
April, there is a new waiting game on 4 for the R-142s
to start service, and for the resulting secondary moves
to begin that will complete the replacement of equipment on the Flushing Line. Sufficient R-142s are now
on NYCT property to completely re-equip 5, supplemented by 58 “SMS” or rehabilitated R-33s. These will
unite with the single R-33s off 7 in future Work Service,
while the balance of Mainline R-33s are concentrated
on 4 where they see use in rush hours . There has
also been more attrition on 7, while R-62As steadily
hold down about half the service.
R-142s
Through February 14, 2003, Primary R-142s 68866890, 6901-6905, and 6941-6945, along with Option R142s 7141-7155, 7161-7165, and 7176-7180 were delivered. By the same date, Primary R-142s 6896-6900
and 6906-6910, along with Option R-142s 7041-7045,
7106-7110, 7116-7130, and 7136-7140 were in service
on 5. This raised the number of R-142s on 5 to 350
cars (35 trains) with a total allocation of 370 (37 trains)
ultimately planned. At least 10 of the 55 unaccepted R142s (7161-7165 and 7176-7180) contain interior strip
maps for 4, supporting previous information that
enough R-142s to equip 5 are on the property. As was
the case with 2 and 5 earlier, it also appears certain
that R-142 assignments between 4 and 5 will be numerically mixed, if only temporarily until all 1,030 arrive
late in 2003. 2 and 5 equipment continue to appear
on each other’s lines with regularity, often as a result of
on-the-spot dispatching but also due to shop needs.
The arrival of 7176-7180 also signals that Bombardier’s
Plattsburgh facility is now producing Option R-142s in
the revised 1101-1250 number sequence.
R-62/R-62A Notes
If only for general interest, all former Broadway (1/9)
R-62A units on 7 (1651-1665) have had their number
board striping changed to purple. Likewise most of the
former Pelham and Livonia units, with the notable exception of 1711-1715 which continue to show blue 3
striping. The single R-62As are a mixed bag of blue and
purple stripes; most have been changed but some cars
have both types. A question recently arose about the
presence of R-62As from 3 on the upper part of the
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IRT Broadway Line. Since 3 trains were extended to
10 cars in September, 2001, at least three 3 trains are
being laid up at 137th Street Yard. Common practice
dictates that these operate light to and from 96th Street,
but occasional operational circumstances may also
force them run in service. In at least one known instance, a train was fully signed for 1 and ran local to
New Lots Avenue, where it changed back to a Manhattan-bound 3. These were instituted in response to undersized lay-up tracks at 148th Street Yard that are incapable of supporting 10-car trains. During the previous
IRT schedule (prior to September 15, 2002) several 3
trains were also laid up at Unionport/E. 180th Street
Yard on a daily basis, which at times fostered the use of
R-62As on 2 and 5. This was discontinued entirely
with the normalization of service and R-62As since that
time have only been found on 1/9, 3, 7, and S.
Redbird Notes, Transfers, and Status
As of January 29, 2003 all 58 “SMS” Redbirds were
completed and in use on 5. For simplicity and the sake
of accuracy, they are identified as:
R-33: 8812/8813, 8816/8817, 8820/8821, 8834/8835,
8858/8859, 8862/8863, 8868/8869, 8878/8879, 88888893, 8914/8915, 8936/8937, 8954-8957, 8964/8965,
8996/8997, 9000/9001, 9010/9011, 9016/9017,
9020/9021, 9032/9033, 9038/9039, 9066-9071,
9074/9075, 9138/9139, 9206/9207
These have received program overhaul work at 207th
Street and will remain available for passenger service,
where needed, for as long as is necessary to meet
scheduled requirements. When retired, they will remain
as candidates for conversion to specialized utility duties
or used in Work Service, along with the single-unit R33s slowly being modified at 207th Street.
The 34 other Mainline R-33s which were on 5 in the
last Update have been gradually removed from service,
and most have migrated to 207th Street. We have been
unable to determine exactly when the last complete 10car train of “non-SMS” R-33s operated on 5, though it
was at least mid-January. Mixed consists remained
common through February 7, when all but one nonSMS pair were removed from service. This was
9026/9027, which made its final trip during the PM rush
of February 10 as part of the following consist: N9 0 11 / 9 0 1 0 - 9 0 0 0 / 9 0 0 1 - 9 0 2 1 / 9 0 2 0 - 9 0 2 7 / 9 0 2 6 8863/8862-S. On February 11, all remaining non-SMS
R-33s were gathered at E. 180th Street and three days
later were awaiting their fate. With all the off-peak Gen(Continued on page 17)
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eral Orders in effect on 5 it has been tough to tell, but
the last weekend use of R-33s to date was one train on
Sunday, February 2, 2003. On February 10, R 33s
9090/9091 and 9160/9161, which had earlier been removed from service on 5, turned up on 4, mixed with
Jerome-assigned, orange-stickered R-33s. These were
joined by 8930/8931 on February 14, and more ex-5
pairs were likely to follow suit. This can be expected to
result in further attrition among the surviving Mainline R33 fleet.
Upgraded single R-33s 9329 and 9343 re-entered 7
service during the week of January 20, and 9317 returned as well. Single cars 9308 and 9318 were sidelined at Corona as of January 31 and remained there
three weeks later. Despite continuing need for the overall fleet on 7, six more R-36s were removed from service as of February 8 due to structural deterioration. All
have been forwarded to 207th Street and will be reefed.
Since March, 2002, R-26s 7848/7849 had been retained at the block of Track 10 at E. 180th Street, variously known as “Office” or “School” cars. They were
towed to 207th Street on January 14 and prepared for
reefing, but have been replaced by retired R-33s
9082/9083. These were initially positioned at the block
of Track 9, but moved over to Track 10 when 7848/7849

were taken away. Finally, R-33s 8986 and 8987 are inside Coney Island Shops, by all appearances receiving
extensive modifications for work service.
Redbird Retirements and Restorations
Taken out of service through February 14, 2003 were:
R-33: 8826/8827, 8924/8925, 8930/8931, 8948/8949,
9026/9027, 9050/9051, 9090/9091, 9094/9095,
9104/9105, 9108/9109, 9122/9123, 9136/9137,
9160/9161, 9170/9171, 9172/9173, 9182/9183,
9184/9185 off 5
R-33S: 9308, 9318 off 7
R-36: 9562/9563, 9600/9601, 9626/9627 off 7
Restored to service through February 14, 2003 were:
R-33: 8930/8931, 9090/9091, 9160/9161 on 4
R-33S: 9317 (second time), 9329, 9343 on 7
Redbird Reefing
On January 25, 2003 a barge loaded with the following 50 Redbird bodies departed for the coast of South
Carolina. This time it was reportedly destined for a point
off Charleston:
R-26: 7848, 7849
R-33: 8828, 8829, 8838, 8839, 8856, 8857, 8864, 8865,
9058, 9059, 9078, 9079, 9115, 9212, 9118, 9119, 9132,
9133, 9142, 9143, 9146, 9147, 9168, 9169, 9176, 9177,
9194, 9195, 9196, 9197, 9198, 9199, 9208, 9209, 9250,
9251, 9256, 9257, 9262, 9263, 9270, 9271, 9290, 9291
R-36: 9346, 9347, 9442, 9443

R-143 UPDATE
by George Chiasson
R-143s 8301-8305 were delivered through January
25, 2003, with the last 4-car unit (8309-8312) following
on February 7. This completed delivery phase of the R143 order, as well as Kawasaki’s part of the present
New Technology Train acquisition. Between January 10
and February 10, 2003 R-143s 8261-8272 and 82778280 entered L service, for a total of 160 cars. R 143s
8121-8124, one-half of the CBTC Test Train, began a 1year Revenue Service Test on February 11 for the
CBTC speed measurement device, known as the OSMES Unit. These are mixed with other R-143s, but must
have the CBTC1 and CBTC2 circuit breakers on at all
times to properly record speed data. Companion CBTC
Test unit 8117-8120 was out of service at East New
York as of February 14, which may be a prelude to its
preparation for passenger service. On the same date,
R-143s 8289-8296 were based at Canarsie and making
burn-in runs, with 8273-8276 and 8297-8300 waiting
their turn at East New York. 8281-8288 were at East
New York undergoing vendor modification and 83018312 were having function tests performed. Siemens
prototypes 8205-8212 remain at Pitkin Yard undergoing
engineering analysis. As things stand, it may actually be
some time before all 212 R-143s are ready for service,
17

depending on the progress of Canarsie Line CBTC development and implementation. Installation of CBTC
infrastructure (cables, conduits, equipment boxes) continues and as noted above, it will be at least a year before on-board apparatus is ready for fleet-wide placement. This would put completion of the Canarsie Line
CBTC program well into 2004.
With the resumption of R-143 acceptance, R-40Ms
4510/4511 and 4518/4519 were transferred from East
New York to Coney Island on January 26, followed by
4512-4517 on January 31. With so few R-40Ms left at
East New York, it has again become common for them
to mix in consists with both types of R-42s, as had been
the case prior to August, 2002. Revising last month’s
text, Bill Zucker points out that at least one train of R40Ms was on q each weekday from November 8 to
December 27, 2002. They returned to the Brighton Express on February 4, 2003 and have been seen ever
since with increasing regularity. It seems that the R-40s
and R-40Ms are being grouped together, as both types
are also being used on W during weekends when
equipment from q is laid up at Coney Island. As noted
(Continued on page 18)
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Around New York’s Transit System
Reconstruction of Times Square Station
In September, 2002, NYC Transit completed Phase
One of the reconstruction of Times Square, the largest
and busiest subway station. This complicated $90
million rebuilding was completed with only slight
disruption to the 500,000 daily riders.
Work included rehabilitation of the Seventh Avenue
Subway platforms, construction of two elevators for ADA
access to the BMT platforms, rebuilt stairways,
renovated fare control areas, new lighting and
communications equipment, granite floors, and shiny
white tile with ornamental mosaics.
One of the most difficult jobs was turning a 15-footwide passageway under Seventh Avenue and W. 41st
Street into a 60-foot mezzanine. The space required for
expansion was walled off with a maze of water mains
and utility conduits. To gain access to this space, a
slightly raised roadway decking system was installed to
support traffic in the street. The area under the decking
was excavated and the subway roof was demolished
and replaced by a composite steel beam structure that
lowered the top of the mezzanine floor by 18 inches,
creating space above for utilities. The utility companies
and the Department of Environmental Protection helped
identify and relocate the conduits and water mains. In
December, 2002, New York Construction News
named Times Square Phase One its 2002 Transit
Project of the Year.
In December, 2002, a $90.7 million, 42-month
contract for Phase Two was awarded. Work will include
the Flushing Line and Broadway Line platforms, the
remaining mezzanines under W. 41st Street, and the
passageway to the Eighth Avenue Subway. Also
included are two elevators for access from each level to
the Flushing Line and renovating the three escalators
between the Flushing Line and the upper mezzanine.
Phase Three, the final phase, will include the
reconstruction of the 42nd Street Shuttle.
Rehabilitation of the Stillwell Avenue Terminal
The Stillwell Avenue station, an eight-track terminal

with four platforms, is in poor condition after 80 years of
exposure to the salt air. More damage was caused by
water infiltrating the structure. Therefore, NYCT decided
to rebuild the terminal completely.
The $250 million, 42-month contract includes track
and platforms, fare control areas, crew rooms, and retail
space on the street level. Of course, the facilities will
comply with ADA.
The most impressive feature is a multi-arched roof
canopy with 72,000 square feet of laminated glass,
photovoltaic panels. This Building Integrated
Photovoltaic System will convert sunlight into 145
kilowatts of power. This system should supply most of
the terminal’s electrical energy, especially in the
summer when the demand is the greatest. This huge
canopy will also protect passengers from the weather.
At the present time, the West End Line is the only line
serving this terminal. Normal service on all lines should
be resumed in 2004.
Controller in Switching Position
If the Train Operator keeps the master controller in
switching position (the first of three power positions) too
long, more than 30 seconds, there will be excessively
high power or brake currents on E-Cam propulsion
systems (which are used on R-62A, R-68, and R-68A
cars) and the train will lose power. Recently,
southbound R-68 and R-68A trains operating in the 60th
Street Tunnel have been losing power when operating
in switching too long. Therefore, Train Operators
running trains of R-32 through R-68A cars in both
Subdivision “A” and Subdivision “B” (IRT and BMT/IND)
have been advised not to keep the master controller in
the switching position for more than 30 seconds.
Penalty for Overrunning Red Signals
Because overrunning a red signal can cause an
accident, Train Operators are cautioned that it is a
serious safety infraction. They may be demoted or
dismissed.

R-143 Update

frequent on N, but both types still do appear on occasion. With up to three trains of R-143s waiting in the
wings, it is generally expected that all R-40Ms will soon
depart East New York. In turn it is expected that the last
R-32s will leave Coney Island, where they have been
continuously assigned since 1964.

(Continued from page 17)

in December, the use of R-68As on N decreased relative to introduction of the R-40Ms. Since the R-40M
transfers of late January, R-68s have also become less

18

NEW YORK DIVISION BULLETIN - JULY, 2003

The
Bulletin

New York Division, Electric Railroaders’ Association
Vol. 46, No. 7
The Bulletin
Published by the New
York Division, Electric
Railroaders’
Association,
Incorporated, PO Box
3001, New York, New
York 10008-3001.
For general inquiries,
contact
us
at
era@inch.com.
Editorial Staff:
Editor-in-Chief:
Bernard Linder
News Editor:
Randy Glucksman
Contributing Editor:
Jeffrey Erlitz
Production
Manager:
David Ross

©2003 New York
Division, Electric
Railroaders’
Association,
Incorporated

In This Issue:
Brighton Line
— Track Plans
...Page 2

July, 2003

CONCOURSE IND OPENED 70 YEARS AGO
The Concourse IND, which opened 70 years
ago, Saturday, July 1, 1933, cost $44 million,
including $11,476,000 for cars at $38,000
each. The first cars, 101-110, were delivered
to 207th Street Yard on August 8, 1930, long
before the Eighth Avenue Subway was
opened on September 10, 1932. All 800 R-1
and R-4 cars were in service on June 7,
1933.
The first construction contracts were let
early in 1928 and most of the work was completed by 1932. But the scheduled January 1,
1933 opening was postponed because the
city was unable to appropriate $200,000 to
install lighting and other equipment. When
the civic groups complained, the Board of
Estimate found the money. The next scheduled opening date, June 24, was postponed
because of a delay in the shipment of turnstiles. This problem was solved by transferring turnstiles from lightly patronized Eighth
Avenue Subway entrances to the Concourse
stations. The Board of Transportation saved
even more money; the station columns were
not painted.
Starting June 27, 1933, light trains provided
full service. On June 29, 1933, civic organizations held a luncheon at the Concourse
Plaza Hotel, after which they entered the
161st Street station and rode a light train.
The first northbound passenger train, a CC
from Chambers Street, passed 145th Street at
12:55 AM. It was a 4-car train and it was very
crowded. The first southbound CC, a six-car
train, departed from 205th Street at 12:57 AM
with the Chief Engineer and other officials on
board.
Marker lights were as follows:
A—207th Street-Bergen Street: red/red
1

C—205th Street-Bergen Street: green/green
CC—205th Street-Chambers Street: white/
white
CC—Bedford Park Boulevard-Chambers
Street: green/white
CC—Tremont Avenue-Chambers Street:
white/green
The July 3, 1933 schedule provided for C
trains operating during extended rush hours
making Concourse express stops in the direction of heavy traffic. C trains departed
from 205th Street between 6:33 and 11:26 AM
and from Bergen Street between 3:30 and
6:50 PM. CC trains operated to Chambers
Street at all times and to 205th Street when C
trains were not running. During the morning
rush, CC trains continued running to 205th
Street until 7:30 AM, after which they were
turned at Tremont Avenue until 11:30 AM.
There were several put-ins and layups from
Bedford Park Boulevard. PM rush hour CCs
were turned at Bedford Park Boulevard. On
August 17, 1933, Tremont Avenue was abandoned as a terminal.

WEEKDAYS EFFECTIVE JULY 3, 1933
LINE

MIDNIGHT

AM
RUSH

MIDDAY

PM
RUSH

EVENING

HEADWAYS
C

—

4

—

4

—

CC

12

4

5

4

5, 6

NUMBER OF CARS
C

—

6, 7

—

6, 7

—

CC

3

5

3

5

3

Concourse riding increased rapidly while
IRT Jerome Avenue and Sixth and Ninth Ave(Continued on page 16)
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BRIGHTON LINE TRACK PLANS

Sheepshead Bay Race Track Spur
1909

E 19 St

E 18 St

E 17 St

E 16 St

Neck Rd
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Tracks on surface
east of E 16 St
1912 track layout between
Neck Rd and Beverley Rd
is the same as the present layout

Ocean Ave

Sidings removed
between Jan & Mar, 1929

Drawing: B. Linder
Layout: J. Erlitz

(Continued on page 3)
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Brighton Line
1912

(Continued from page 2)
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Brighton Line - North Portion
Franklin Avenue Shuttle
1937-Present Except as Noted

(Continued from page 3)
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Brighton Line
South Portion
1937-Present Except as Noted

Brighton Line Track Plans
(Continued from page 4)
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NEW MILLENNIUM, NEW TECHNOLOGY, NEW TROLLEYS, NEW
LIGHT RAIL VEHICLES
by Raymond R. Berger
good low floor car design. Car builders have responded
to a low average of 500 new cars a year by concentrating on their standard system cars and consolidating
their operations. Remember that most of the smaller car
builders have been bought out, so those firms like
Alstom, Bombardier, Breda-Ansaldo-Firema, and Kawasaki are now multinational organizations.
Between April, 2002 and April, 2003 western carbuilders received orders for 236 low floor light rail cars, 239
low-to-mid-floor LRVs, and only 27 high-floor light rail
units, for a total of 502. Additionally, about 20 cars were
ordered in the United States, which are described as
“heritage-style” cars. Of the 502 units, 351 were for extensions to existing lines or for new systems. Eightyfour LRVs and 67 trolleys/trams were replacements for
existing rolling stock. Bombardier received the largest
orders for trolleys/trams, for a total of 91, followed by
Alstom for 89, Siemens for 59, and AnsaldoBreda for
14. On the light rail side, Kinki Sharyo leads with 104
cars, followed by Bombardier for 81 and Siemens for
54.
In the electrical equipment market, Bombardier leads
with Alstom, Siemens, Kiepe, AnsaldoBreda, and Elin
following.
The total number of low-floor cars ordered during the
last year is now 3,949, of which 35.6 percent are specially built for individual systems (1,424 cars). Of the
239-trolley/tram cars ordered this year, 179 are for individual systems. That number is broken down to 72 from
Alstom, 69 from Bombardier, 24 from Siemens, and 14
from AnsaldoBreda. Only 61 trolley/tram cars are 70
percent low-floor vehicles; the remaining units are one
hundred percent low floors. Of the 61, 52 are Bombardier’s and 9 are Siemens’.
The width of light rail vehicles is now moving toward
standardization. Transit systems in Germany’s Chemnitz, Schwerin, and Bremen have decided on 2,650mm- wide cars. This follows similar decisions by Melbourne, Australia and Gothenburg, Sweden. Further,
the new trolley/tram systems in Sydney, Montpellier,
Barcelona, Almeda, and Mulhouse have all opted for
wider cars. Still, most transit systems continue to replace existing cars or buy new ones at the more traditional 2,400-mm width.
The future of new light rail car orders is interesting.
Duesseldorf must purchase 76 double-ended cars by
2009 and Brussels will need about 40. Budapest has
specified that it needs 40 cars no shorter than 52 meters in length and Strasbourg will need to add 35 cars to
its fleet.

Most readers of the Bulletin are very much aware of
the development of electrically propelled passenger
cars and locomotives in this Age of New Technology.
The use of advanced computers, microprocessors, propulsion, and braking equipment has spurred investments that result in substantial savings over older cars
and locomotives. New systems are more economical to
run, too, and this new technology gives impetus to consideration of their employment over other modes of
transportation.
In New York, we have seen the beginning of this new
era of electric railroading in the development of the New
Technology Test Train Program. It resulted in the construction of one train of IRT-size cars built by Kawasaki
Rail Car, Inc. (the R-110A) and another train of BMTIND-size cars built by Bombardier Transit Services (the
R-110B) in the early 1990s. The results of these tests
served as the basis of the R-142 and spin-off R-142A
Programs. We now expect that over 1,500 cars of these
two car-classes will replace all R-26/28/29/33 and R36
cars in the passenger car fleet in the next few months.
Communication-Based Train Control is another element of New Train Technology and the decision to install it on L is the basis for another order of cars, R143, which are now all delivered. A further order was
placed with Alstom, with Kawasaki Rail Car as a subcontractor, for as many as 1,700 BMT-IND size cars
under Contract R-160. These should replace all the
R32/38/40/42 cars.
Advances in New Train Technology have spread to the
electrically propelled commuter train market in New
York. The new M-7 contract is now expanded to exercise options to replace most of the M-1 fleet on both the
Long Island Rail Road and Metro-North Railroad. Fifteen new high speed electric locomotives are now in
service on Amtrak and six similar motors are being delivered to MARC for the Baltimore-Washington electrified service on the Northeast Corridor.
However, readers who follow the electric railway industry will not be surprised by any of this, as it is already known. The purpose of this article is to review
parallel investments in new trolleys/trams and light rail
vehicles made recently to round out your knowledge of
what has taken place since the start of the new millennium.
In recent years, there has been a fall-off of orders for
new light rail vehicles because of economic conditions.
Also, transit operators want to purchase the most reliable fleet of cars, with the most advanced equipment
and employing the best technology available today. Intertwined with this are the problems associated with a

(Continued on page 7)
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12 new light rail networks with 17 routes that will require
487 out of the 1,091 low- or medium-floor LRVs. Kinki
Sharyo has orders for 179, Bombardier for 159, Siemens for 133, and AnsaldoBreda for 16. Almost ninety
percent of these cars were ordered in conjunction with
new lines, but 50 cars will be replacements for existing
cars in San Jose, California. Here are five tables which
detail trends in trolley/tram and light rail vehicle acquisitions:

New Millennium, New Technology
(Continued from page 6)

Recent new construction has accounted for 21 percent of trolley/tram orders. Between 1987 and 2005, 31
new low-floor trolley/tram networks with about 50 lines
will have opened. These will require 845 of the 3,949
low-floor cars ordered: 528 from Alstom, 188 from Bombardier 77 from Siemens, 53 from AnsaldoBreda, and
17 from non-Western carbuilders. Additionally, there are
SUMMARY OF LOW FLOOR TROLLEYS/TRAMS ORDERED UP TO
APRIL, 2003
Manufacturer
Orders
Options
Siemens TS:
1351
62
Various Duewag Models
728
18
Combino
471
44
SGP Ultra Low Floor
152
-Bombardier:
1317
231
GTN Series
460
22
Eurotram
151
-Variotram
120
97
Incentro
38
16
Cobra
75
22
Vevey
73*
-BN Brugge
45
-DWA Bautzen
142
31
DWA Bautzen LF 2000
120
25
BWS Wien Citirunner-1
18
-BWS Wien Citirunner-2
75
18
Alstom**:
975
208
TSF-1 (Nantes)
46
-TSF-2 (Grenoble)
116
-Cidadis
441
107
T-2000 (Brussels)
51
-Vevey
20
-LHB (Various)
126***
48
Ferroviaria (Various)
105
-Ferroviaria (Cityway)
70
-Ansaldo+Breda+Firema:
257
60
Sirio
209
60
Breda
24
-Firema
Socimi
CAF
Grand Total

24
42
7

----

3949

539

SUMMARY OF LOW- AND MIDDLE-FLOOR LRVs ORDERED UP
TO APRIL, 2003 BY MECHANICAL PARTS AND ELECTRICAL
EQUIPMENT
Mechanical Parts
Orders
Options
Bombardier Transportation

505

88

AnsaldoBreda (Firema)

148

--

Siemens TS

218

30

Kinki Sharyo

179

--

Alstom

28

--

Stadler (Forchbahn)

13

--

1091

118

Orders

Options

Bombardier Transportation

347*

88

Kiepe Elektrik:

323

--

78

--

(with Alstom Motors)

176

--

(with Skoda Motors)

69

--

Alstom

207

--

Siemens

148

30

AnsaldoBreda

48

--

Toshiba

18

24

1091

118

Total
Electrical Equipment

(with Elin Motors)

Total

*28 with Alstom motors
**includes 127 cars with Alstom, 126 cars with Skoda, and 51 with
Siemens motors
Chopper: includes DC motors with GTO thyristor chopper controls
VVVF: includes Three-phase AC motors with variable-voltage variable-frequency thyristor controls and Intermediate voltage circuit
GTO: includes direct Pulse-Width Modulation using air-cooled GTOthyristors
Bipolar: includes direct Pulse-Width Modulation with three point water-cooled bipolar transistors
IGBT: includes direct Pulse-Width Modulation using Insulated Gate
Bipolar Transistors in three-point air cooled (AEG) or two-point water
cooled (Adtranz, Elin, Alstom, Siemens), or air cooled arrangement
(Adtranz, Ansaldo, Elin, Kiepe, Parizzi, Siemens)

*Includes 46 middle-floor cars
**Plus 60 trailers
***Plus 30 trailers

(Continued on page 18)
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TECH TALK
by Jeffrey Erlitz
DATE

A great deal has been going on around the railroad
since my last column. The West End Line signal job, S32344, has now reached beneficial use, as of June 15,
with the completion of all remaining work. Between April
12 and May 2, new signals were placed in service on
Tracks D1 and D2 between Bay 50th Street Interlocking
and the vicinity of the Stillwell Yard leads. Between May
12 and May 23, train operator pushbuttons and automatic route selections were placed in service at Ninth
Avenue (West End Line), 36th Street and 59th Street
(Fourth Avenue Line), and Sixth Avenue (Sea Beach
Line) Interlockings. On June 6, Bay Parkway and Bay
50th Street Interlockings were finally placed under remote control from the Stillwell Avenue Master Control
Panel in Coney Island Yard Tower. All that remains to be
done on this project are the old equipment removals
and perhaps punch list work.
Over on the IRT Flushing Line, the new Main Street
Interlocking was placed in service between May 17 and
May 27. The “old” auxiliary control panel at Main Street,
a US&S Style C mini-lever control panel, was decommissioned. This was the first interlocking machine from
contract S-60 of the mid-1950s to be removed from service.
Bids were opened on June 5 for contract S-32716, the
design and furnish contract for Flushing InterlockingsPhase II. This contract was supposed to include all interlockings from Times Square to 74th Street, but Times
Square and First Avenue are being deferred to a later
contract. The new signal equipment provided under this
contract will be installed under three separate installation contracts, S-32718 (Hunters Point Avenue), S32719 (Queensboro Plaza), and S-32720 (33rd Street
and 74th Street). At this point, I do not know what the
contract numbers will be for Times Square and First
Avenue Interlockings.
In case you were wondering, the completion of the
Atlantic Avenue reconfiguration on the 14th StreetCanarsie Line still has not happened. This work apparently requires a weekend of good weather, and as most
of you know there hasn’t been any this spring!
Up in the Bronx on the Lenox Avenue-White Plains
Road Line, the first of the new signals under contract S32309-R were placed in service from north of Freeman
Street to E. 180th Street during June, as follows:

TRACK

June 14-16

Northbound local Track 3

June 16-23

Express Track M

June 28- 30

Southbound local Track 2

A new relay room near the south end of the E. 180th
Street station and a new Central Instrument Room (340
CIR) at 174th Street were placed in service.
The construction of a new station entrance and bus
terminal at 74th Street-Roosevelt Avenue has begun in
earnest. The new steelwork for the building is rising skyward and may be topped out by the time you read this.
Demolition of various rooms on the Flushing Line mezzanine has been progressing. Both north stairs from
both Flushing Line platforms down to the mezzanine
have been closed off. Much of the IND mezzanine has
been closed off for construction, also.
Kiska Construction Corporation of Whitestone, New
York has been working on the rehabilitation of the
Flushing Line elevated structure from Hunters Point
Avenue to Queensboro Plaza under contract C-33223.
The work includes the repair or replacement of stringers, top flange angles and column bases. All of the old
lead-based paint is being removed and the entire structure will be repainted in a medium to dark green shade.
This project also includes work to replace all of the tunnel lighting from Times Square to Hunters Point Avenue
and the fire standpipe system. Seventy percent of the
work has been completed and the project should wrap
up by the end of this September.
Moving on to work equipment notes, construction was
supposed to have started last month for one rail grinder
under contract R-140. Harsco Track Technologies, formerly Pandrol Jackson, is the builder. Plasser American
Corporation is providing four switch and production tampers under contract R-148, the last of which was delivered last month. Design is under way for forty Redbirds
to be converted into rider and transition work cars under
contract R-153, construction for which is supposed to
start next January. In-house forces under contract R155 are overhauling twelve R-113 3-ton crane cars and
nine R-102 10-ton crane cars.
Jeff may be contacted via e-mail at jerlitz@pipeline.com.

CORRECTION
said it was the 70th anniversary. Of course, 2003 less
1923 equals 80, not 70. We regret the error.

The lead story of last month’s issue was partially
about the anniversary of the founding of the BrooklynManhattan Transit Corporation in 1923. The headline
8
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Commuter and Transit Notes

by Randy Glucksman

shown all connecting bus lines at each station from
Stamford to New Haven-State St. The entire Shore Line
East is shown, although there are no bus connections
East of State Street. Inside is a description of each service and the costs.
MTA Metro-North Railroad (West)
Even though the event took place after midnight, there
was quite a crowd on hand to watch the placement of
the Church Street South Extension Bridge. The preparatory work had all been done, and following the arrival of
the 1:05 AM train at New Haven, electric power was
removed from the catenary and work began. The
world’s strongest mobile crane, with its 340-foot boom,
lifted the 890-ton truss bridge, the size of a football field,
and set it in place. All went flawlessly, according to the
New Haven Register, and this part of the job was over
by 2:30 AM. Pedestrians and drivers will, however, have
to wait until next spring to use it. Thanks to member
David A. Cohen for the report.
Connecticut Department of Transportation
David also sent an article from the New Haven Register, which reported that during 2002 Shore Line East
recorded its largest increase in ridership, 24%, since
service began in 1990. With the increase has come another problem: a shortage of parking at stations. And
this problem is not expected to go away soon, as the
replacement of the Pearl Harbor (“Q”) Bridge over the
Quinnipiac River with a 10-lane structure has not
started. Commuters and transportation advocates are
urging state and local officials to get moving on addressing this problem before riders begin to desert the
trains.
MTA Long Island Rail Road
The new timetables that went into effect on May 19 will
be in effect through August 10. At the bottom of each
timetable there is this logo: “Buy Before Boarding –
Save Money on Tickets,” a warning to all that tickets
purchased on board trains will cost more – from $2.75
to $3.50 more.
These new timetables bring some minor adjustments
that were made due to customer requests. With the
completion of the previous construction work on the
Hempstead, Long Beach, and Montauk Branches, a
track and surfacing project will commence between
Freeport and Amityville, where one of two main tracks is
being removed from service during midday weekdays.
This results in the cancellation of four Babylon Express
trains in each direction. Schedule adjustments will affect
other trains. There will also be reconstruction work at
Rosedale (a new 10-car platform), which will affect the
schedules of trains on the Long Beach, Far Rockaway,

MTA Metro-North Railroad (East)
During a recent visit to Grand Central Terminal, I
stopped by the Station Master’s Office to pick up a few
timetables and was surprised to see just how many
(small-sized) timetables Metro-North issues. Besides
the larger ones for the Hudson, Harlem, New Haven
and (combined) Port Jervis/Pascack Valley Lines, there
are Tappan ZEExpress (Tarrytown/Rockland County),
Haverstraw-Ossining Ferry, Newburgh-Beacon Shuttle,
and three for Dutchess County (Beacon, New Hamburg,
and Poughkeepsie). The Hudson Rail Link (Riverdale) is
standard-sized.
The Highbridge Car Appearance Facility, which straddles a piece of land between the Hudson Line and the
Harlem River, opened on June 2. It was built to allow for
certain car maintenance functions that were being carried out in Grand Central Terminal but had to be relocated so that that space could be used for the LIRR’s
East Side Access into Grand Central Terminal. Inside its
67,000-square-foot building are two tracks with side-byside platforms that can accommodate two 10-car trains.
Besides toilet servicing, air-conditioning systems will be
cleaned using high-pressure air hoses, and each car
will be cleaned twice a year instead of just once a year.
Once the cycle begins, it is expected that the reliability
of air-conditioning will be improved. Surrounding the
building are tracks capable of storing 100 cars. Many
years ago, the 16-acre site was used by the New York
Central Railroad.
Track surfacing began on May 13, on Track 1 between
New Rochelle and Port Chester. This year’s track program calls for installation of approximately 24,201 wood
ties, refurbishing 120 miles of track surface, and renewing 4.8 miles of continuous welded rail.
A free shuttle bus service began running between
Pomona and Haverstraw to serve the HaverstrawOssining Ferry on May 27. The bus has designated
stops, but can be flagged down at any safe location
along the route, like any other bus route in Rockland
County. Sponsorship is by Metro-North, Rockland
County, and the New York State Department of Transportation, with the latter two sharing the costs.
2003 editions of their One-Day Getaway brochures
have been published by Metro-North and the Long Island Rail Road. Formats are as in past years.
For the fifth year, from June 27 and September 3
weekend rail/bus service is being operated to Great
Barrington in the Berkshires from Wassaic. Intermediate
stops are made at former Upper Harlem Line stations
Millerton, Copake, and Hillsdale.
Metro-North and CDOT have produced a colorful Connecticut UniTicket/UniRail brochure. On the map are

(Continued on page 10)
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and West Hempstead Branches. Switches are being
replaced in the area of Queens Village, and several
crossings on the Oyster Bay Branch are being renewed.
All of this requires scheduling changes. AirTrain work
continues at Jamaica.
Memorial Day Weekend marked the return of the traditional extra services that are provided on the Montauk
Branch. There are also ten pre-holiday trains, which
depart from Penn Station as follows: three each for the
Babylon and Port Jefferson Branches, one each on the
Ronkonkoma, Port Washington, and Far Rockaway
Branches, plus an express from Penn Station to Jamaica that connects with limited-stop Train #2798 to
Montauk.
Several days before, a special one-day timetable was
issued for the Montauk Branch on May 14, to enable the
Sperry Car to test rails between Babylon and Patchogue. Buses were used to bridge the stations.
For the 135th running of the Belmont Stakes, the Long
Island Rail Road operated fifteen extra trains from Penn
Station to Belmont Park beginning at 9:59 AM and ending at 2:59 PM. Returning passengers found seventeen
trains at 3:53 and 4:49 PM, then every 15 minutes from
6:30–9 PM. The much-anticipated “Triple-Crown” horse
Funny Cide did not win.
The next day two additional inbound and outbound
trips were operated on the Ronkonkoma Line for the
Puerto Rican Day Parade. Those trains only made
stops between Ronkonkoma and Hicksville, and Jamaica and Penn Station.
Since the retirement of former LIRR President Kenneth
Bauer in March, James J. Dermody has been the Acting
President.
NJ Transit
It could not have happened at a worse time, and it was
just the first of what would be three consecutive days on
which NJ Transit and Amtrak riders would have their
rides interrupted. At 6:50 AM Monday, May 19, a crane
being transported on a barge struck the River Drawbridge, which spans the Raritan River, knocking down
seven of the overhead wires that provide electric power
for the trains. Repairs were begun almost immediately,
but it took until 3:30 PM for just limited service to be
restored southbound. Work was completed by 7:15 PM,
and full service was available on Tuesday morning. Rail
tickets were cross-honored on both NJ Transit and
Academy buses. Tuesday, around noontime, there was
a three-hour suspension of all service (LIRR too) as
police and their K-9 assistants searched for and apprehended a man carrying a “suspicious” package. When it
was all over, a Liberian alien was in custody and held
on immigration violations. Then on Wednesday, a truck
hit the Northeast Corridor overpass at North and Pennsylvania Avenues in Elizabeth, delaying service for a
10

time.
Just five weeks shy of two years since the north tubes
of the Bergen Tunnels were removed from service for a
major rebuilding, a friend reported that his evening Pascack Valley Line train used that tunnel on May 20. The
South Tube was shut down for the next two months
while NJ Transit repaired the bridge at West End, which
was hit by an oversized Norfolk Southern freight train
that was passing beneath. Other repairs will also be
made inside the tunnel.
Still on the subject of the tunnel, when work started
three Morris & Essex trains were canceled, and with the
Tunnel soon to be back in service, commuters have
begun asking whether these express trains will return.
NJ-ARP has learned that ridership losses on the Hoboken Division due to the 9/11 terrorist attacks and some
construction projects may preclude the return of these
trains including the “Somerset Hills Express,” although
NJ Transit spokesman Michael Klufas said, “our current
plan is to bring it back as it is now or in similar fashion,
barring any unforeseen circumstances.” A decision is
likely to be made prior to the opening of the South Tunnel.
The next schedules were set to come out on June 15
for the North Jersey Coast Line to reflect additional
summer services and on June 23 for the usual midday
cutbacks on the Morris & Essex Lines. The cover of the
North Jersey Coast Line timetable had its colors flipped
— instead of white on blue, it is blue on white. When I
went to Penn Station on June 13, the Morris & Essex
was not available yet. This year the Hogback Bridge
between Far Hills and Peapack will be replaced. There
will also be some other track and station work.
Alan Kramer reported that after a period of stability,
there have been some reassignments of Arrow III cars
in Hoboken. Previously the 1500-1533 series plus all
but four of the 1304-1333 group provided all service.
Now, the singles are still there, but the rest of the cars
are married pairs from the 1300-, 1400-, and 1500series. This group also includes 1344/45, which are
back after a long layoff due to collision damage.
The newly rebuilt Hazlet station (North Jersey Coast
Line) was dedicated during ceremonies held on May 27.
The $6.1 million project provided a pair of 800-foot-long
high-level platforms, as well as improvements to parking
and lighting, heated shelters, and new canopies. New
artwork in the form of mosaic tiles was commissioned. It
highlights local scenery, Dr. John Hazlett, a founding
father for whom the township is named, and the Vecchi
Ketchup Factory, which operated in the early 20th century until it became a foundry for the manufacture of
brass castings until its closure in 1960. In 1963 a fire
destroyed the factory, but the chimney remained until it
was dismantled so that the parking lot could be expanded. As a result of the 9/11 terrorist attacks, seven
Hazlet residents died, and those bricks are being sold,
(Continued on page 11)
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(there will be other fund raising events too) to finance a
memorial to those individuals, which will be located
nearby.
The West End substation (west of the Bergen Tunnels), which has been in service since 1929, is due to
be replaced following the award of a $1.2 million contract to RML Construction. “West End” supplies electric
power for Hoboken Terminal (heating, interior and platform lighting, and air conditioning), the surrounding
buildings (railcar shed and washer), switches and
switch heaters, signals, and the operation of the Lower
Hack Bridge, over which Morris & Essex and MontclairBoonton trains operate. Its present location in the middle of a triangle of tracks makes it difficult for employees
to access it, and so its new location will be on the south
side of the tracks. Work is scheduled for completion
next year.
LRV 2003 was derailed after being struck by a dump
truck on May 12. The incident occurred at about 1:10
PM at Marin Boulevard and Grand Street in Jersey City,
and caused service to be halted for 2½ hours between
Harborside and Hoboken. Of the 23 passengers aboard
the car, 4 (plus the operator) were taken to Jersey City
Medical Center. The driver was issued a summons for
failure to obey a traffic signal.
PROJECT

STATUS

CURRENT
DEADLINE

HBLRT/
Under Construc- Spring 2004
Weehawken
tion
HBLRT/22nd Street Under ConstrucFall 2003
tion
HBLRT to North
Under Construc2005
Bergen
tion
Bergen Tunnels
Track, wire instal- *August, 2003
lation
SNJLRT
Operations testNovember,
ing
2003
Secaucus Transfer
Ongoing
September,
2003
Pascack Valley
Sidings designed
2004

ORIGINAL
DEADLINE
2003
2003
2003
August, 2002
2003
2002
2000

* A few months additional time is required to repair bridge on west end
of tunnel that was damaged by a high container on an NS freight train

The New Jersey Association of Rail Passengers provided this status of rail projects in the Garden State.
Port Authority Trans-Hudson Corporation
The February/March edition of pathways appeared in
late May, and once again it was in color. Its cover story
reported on the work of preparing Exchange Place for
last month’s reopening. Eight new switches were installed and the platforms were extended, so now eastbound trains will be able to platform all of their cars.
Prior to 9/11, the doors of the lead car of Newark/World
Trade Center 8-car trains did not open at Exchange
11

Place. Now, with platforms capable of handling 10-car
trains, this will no longer be a problem. In addition, all
water-damaged infrastructure in the approximately
5,000 feet of in Tunnels E and F between Exchange
Place and World Trade Center has been completely
rebuilt. The new track system is now welded rail on insulated direct fixation fasteners with epoxy-coated concrete inserts. All of this should provide a smoother ride.
A one-half page ad appeared in The New York Times
(June 5) announcing that Exchange Place would reopen on June 29. In preparation for this, PATH trains
have EXPL signs added over the doors in the place of
WTC. Their existence will be short-lived, as they will
have to be removed by November when the temporary
World Trade Center station opens. By the way, the station will retain this name but it will not resemble its pre9/11 appearance, as steel and concrete have replaced
the polished marble walls. There will also be no shops
to pass as commuters make their way towards the
street and subways.
Metropolitan Area
Another vestige of railroad history disappeared during
the second week of May when 127 feet of railroad
tracks were removed from Piermont Avenue in Piermont, New York. This trackage was part of the Erie’s
main line to Dunkirk, New York, which opened in 1851.
In fact, on that May 14, 1851, none other than the President of the United States, Millard Fillmore, and Secretary of State Daniel Webster were some of the dignitaries who stepped off a steamer at Piermont and rode
that first train 450 miles across New York State to Dunkirk. Piermont’s one-mile-long pier, which juts out into
the Hudson River, at one time had railroad tracks on it,
and it was from this debarkation point that many troops
departed for their assignments during World War II. The
Journal News reported that the last time that a train
rolled over these rails was in 1981, when goods were
moved to and from a warehouse owned by Continental
Can Company.
The West Side Freight or High Line once again was
the focus of an article in The New York Times (June 1).
With the Bloomberg Administration in favor of some
type of re-use of the structure, the Friends of the High
Line sponsored a competition for ideas on what should
become of the line. Seven hundred twenty proposals
were submitted from around the world. Some were classified as “whimsical,” e.g. making the 7,920-foot structure into an elongated swimming pool or turning it into a
cow pasture. Proposals that were selected as winners
included the swimming pool idea and one entitled
“Black Market Crawler,” a moving structure with shops,
galleries, and theaters. Oddly, the article did not report
that there were any that involved transportation.
Amtrak
When the new schedules were introduced on April 28,
Acela First and Business Class peak hour tickets were
(Continued on page 12)
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being sold for $149 and $99 or less, respectively, for
travel between Boston and New York. This fare represents a 22% discount, and there are also discounted
fares for off-peak travel. The usual peak fare between
both cities is $195 (First) and $127 (Business). According to Amtrak, these fares will be available indefinitely.
An editorial entitled “Honesty About Amtrak,” in The
New York Times (May 29), once again supported continued funding for Amtrak. It said that “America’s approach to passenger fail remains woefully haphazard
and shortsighted” and that “the nation’s other crucial
transportation needs – like highways, aviation, and
mass transit – are all routinely financed, without Congressional debate every year on their continued existence. Only when it comes to trains must Washington
look around for spare change to keep the service running.” The editorial criticized Congress and Amtrak for
foolishly agreeing to pretend that a passenger rail system could pay for itself. It credited David Gunn, whom it
described as the “subway turnaround artist” for issuing
a “meticulous” five-year plan, which would cost $8 billion that would cover operating deficits and capital investments.
Amtrak added cars to Train #252, its 8 AM departure
out of Albany, and marketed it as a Belmont Special.
Even with eleven cars, all 550 seats were sold out. The
train operated to New York Penn, where passengers
transferred to Long Island trains. Fares varied depending on where the passenger boarded, but all the fares
included round-trip and connecting transportation on the
Long Island, Grandstand admission, and Post Parade
magazine.
Museums
Volunteers at Branford are in the process of rebuilding
Brooklyn PCC 1001. The car has been totally stripped
down and primed, and repairs have been made to its
68-year-old body. In addition, dented or bent window
posts have been straightened. I hope that Tripper Editor and member Jeff Hakner will not be upset if I relate
some Branford history about how 1001 came to the museum. For years I had heard that member Arthur Lonto
was the one responsible, but when I spoke with him
recently he set me straight. Prior to trolley service being
abandoned, several Branford members decided that
Branford should acquire this car. The late Ed Watson
(also a Division member) put down a $50 deposit, and
Arthur was charged with collecting the additional funds.
The Transit Authority wanted $250 for the car, plus an
additional $500 was required for shipping. $750 in 1956
was a formidable sum (remember the subway fare was
15 cents), and Arthur had little success in collecting
anywhere near that amount. So, he and member Frank
Pfuhler decided to sponsor the car. Those few individuals who had made contributions were asked if they
12

wanted their money returned, but none said they did. In
October, 1956, 1001 arrived at Branford, where it remains today. Upon arrival, the car body was completely
rehabilitated (much metal replaced and painted inside
and out) and the seats repaired and replaced by Arthur,
Frank, and others. But that was over 40 years ago
(twice the time the car served in Brooklyn) and time has
taken its toll, thus the present job is overdue. There is
still a lot of work to be done and donations would be
gratefully accepted. You can mail then to The Shore
Line Trolley Museum, 17 River Street, East Haven CT
06512.
Other Transit Systems
Boston, Massachusetts
Each year the Boston Street Railway Association publishes an MBTA vehicle inventory. Thanks again to
member Todd Glickman, who sent me a copy of Rollsign. Unchanged from last year is the commuter rail
fleet, which stands at 378 coaches and 83 locomotives.
Of the five cars that are out of service, four (363, 366,
4607, and 1634) sustained damage last August 29 as a
result of being hit by some construction equipment that
was fouling the tracks. In February the “T” awarded Kawasaki a $64 million contract for 28 bi-level trailers with
restrooms. No delivery dates were specified in the article. The remaining car, 1648, has been out of service
since 1990.
The subway fleet is also unchanged (70 Blue, 120 Orange, and 220 Red). Siemens was due to deliver a pair
of prototype #5 Blue Line cars (the series will be 07000793) by year’s end, but that has slipped into 2004 due
to Buckeye Steel Castings going out of business last
October. It seems that Kawasaki may wind up supplying
the trucks. In November, 2001, #4 Blue Line cars
0622/0623 were shipped to Transportation & Technical
Associates (a Siemens subcontractor) to be evaluated
for possible conversion into Orange Line cars. Corroded
sections of the roofs and side sills were replaced, and
the cars were repainted prior to returning to service last
October. No decision has been made on whether correction of the corrosion problems in this manner is costeffective. Plans call for 24 cars to be similarly overhauled and modified for service on the Orange Line.
As this survey was made as of February 28, the Type8 Bredas were still not approved for service, so the active fleet was 8 PCCs, 51 Boeings, and 115 Type 7s. At
that time, 16 Bredas were at Riverside awaiting a return
to revenue service, 8 were undergoing acceptance testing, 3807 was out-of-service due to derailment damage,
and two accepted cars, 3802 and 3803, were at Breda’s
plant in Italy for further modifications. Seventy-three
were still under construction.
Last, but not least, Neoplan is expected to begin delivery this year of 28 low-floor trolley buses, to be numbered 4101-4128. Forty-four of the 1976-built Flyers are
still on the property.
(Continued on page 13)
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for the Girard LRT.
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Washington, D.C. area
As often as necessary, Virginia Railway Express
emails those who request it train delay information and
other news concerning VRE service. During May I received several such emails, but what I will write about
next is really more of a concern.
May 14 - the TVM at Union Station on platform 25/26
was vandalized and no longer works. Instead of repairing it in its current location, VRE plans to move it and
the other vending machine on platform 23/24 up to the
mezzanine level to make it more convenient for all. Riders were notified to please be sure to validate their
ticket before descending to the 25/26 platform.
May 17 -Ticket Sales were suspended at Java Jacks in
Manassas and Jeremiah's in Quantico and the Ticket
Machines were removed because the vendor accounts
were very much in arrears. In all cases, who loses out?
…the rider.
As of May 12, trains crews have been checking tickets
more closely, thereby marking a stepped-up enforcement of VRE ticketing policies that require that tickets
be purchased (and validated if necessary) prior to
boarding trains. This comes about as a result of the implementation of VRE’s “Fare Collection 2” system. Violators are subject to being summonsed, which can bring
a fine of $150 plus court costs and administrative fees.
When the security level was raised to Code Orange on
May 20, VRE reminded its customers to be alert to anything suspicious, and that evacuation plans were on its
website (www.vre.org).
VRE participated in the annual Manassas Days Festival on June 7. Special tickets were sold for $5 for the
excursion trains, and one locomotive was placed on
display.
Tampa, Florida
During mid-April, the Federal Transit Administration
gave “planning approval” to an extension of the TECO
Line. Now elected officials will have to figure out how to
come up with their 50% share of the estimated $975
million (2002 dollars) for the project. Details were published in the April, 2003 Bulletin. Thanks to member
Dennis Zaccardi for the report.
South Florida
Members Bob and Judy Matten, during a visit to Miami, rode Metrorail and visited the Gold Coast Railroad
Museum. Located at 12450 SW 152nd Street, the museum is home to 15 passenger cars and 7 diesel and 7
steam locomotives. There are also freight cars, cranes,
and cabooses. One of the featured cars is the Ferdinand Magellan, which was used by Presidents Roosevelt, Truman, and Eisenhower. This car is also listed as
a National Historic Landmark.
On May 30, Metrorail’s one-station Palmetto Extension
opened. The station, the twenty-second, which was built

Buffalo, New York
At the end of May, my family attended a wedding in
Buffalo, and it was a very short stay. When we arrived,
the few hours that I could have done some railfanning
were rained out, and on the next day, Sunday, service
did not begin until after we had to leave. However, my
son Marc, who arrived earlier in the week, reported that
the NFTA-Metro’s LRVs and buses are being painted
into a new color scheme: white, with blue and gray
stripes.
Fares were increased on June 1, for the first time since
1995. Base fares went from $1.25 to $1.50, and the
prices of passes also went up. Reduced fares went up a
dime, to 65 cents.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Just after the June Bulletin went to press, it was announced that in response to complaints, SEPTA would
operate limited rail service on the R6/Cynwyd Line, with
three AM and three PM trains. Trains depart from Cynwyd at 6:32, 7:35, and 8:32 AM, and from the lower
level of 30th Street Station at 4:44, 5:35, and 6:26 PM.
There is also one reverse-peak train during the AM and
PM. Suburban and Market East Stations will not be
served during this time by R6 trains.
SEPTA crews are continuing their work to upgrade the
R3/West Trenton Line. So far, 26 miles of catenary wire
have been replaced in the past two years, the Woodbourne station has been renovated, and inter-track
fencing has been installed. A new signal system will be
cut-in between Neshaminy Falls and Woodbourne, replacing wayside signals, with cab signaling. This will
enable trains to operate over either track. Cab signals
have previously been installed on other sections of the
line. Member David W. Safford, who sent these reports,
also wrote that on May 16 the catenary was down on
Track 4 at 30 St. Station’s Suburban level, and two hirailers were parked on the track. Suburban traffic was
squeezing by on Track 3, leading to a fair amount of
griping by passengers. Despite good publicity and
handouts about the project, it still seems that the average rider still has not gotten the message.
From Cinders: SEPTA’s entire commuter rail system is
now controlled from the Regional Rail Operations Center (RROC) at its center city headquarters. This occurred when Broad Tower in Suburban Station closed
on March 14. “Broad” formerly controlled all interlockings between 30th Street Station and “Juniper,” located
in a tunnel east of Suburban Station. Republic-built RL1 locomotives 60 and 61, which have had an unreliable
performance history, are at Brookville Locomotive for
upgrading and rewiring. Previously, two of SEPTA’s
three SW-1200s went to Brookville for re-powering. 50
and 51 are now classified as model BL1500, while 52
awaits shipment. Brookville is also rebuilding the PCCs
13
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at a cost of $87.8 million, added 1.4 miles to the existing 21-mile system. Through June 30, no fares were
charged at the Palmetto station. With voters approving
last November’s sales tax increase dedicated for transit
improvements, elected officials are promising that there
will be more Metrorail expansion. Thanks to members
Joe Gagne and Dennis Zaccardi for the news.
Chicago, Illinois
METRA recently dedicated several stations that had
undergone rehabilitation projects. Ceremonies were
held at Tinley Park (Rock Island District Line), Great
Lakes Naval Station (UP North (Kenosha) Line), and
Barrington (UP Northwest (Harvard) Line).
For the 2000 Subway Series between the Yankees and
Mets, NYCT wrapped/painted several R-36 and R-62
subway cars. This year, for the inter-league games between the Chicago Cubs and Chicago White Sox, the
Chicago Transit Authority issued a commemorative farecard, which went on sale at selected station vending
machines on June 2. Wrigley Field is located at the Addison station, while U.S. Cellular Field (Comiskey Park)
is at the Sox-35 station. Both stadiums are on the Red
Line. The CTA will also issue a commemorative farecard for the 75th All-Star Game, which will be held on
July 15 at U.S. Cellular Field.
Chesterton, Indiana
Schedules that had been intended to go into effect on
June 1 have been postponed indefinitely. The plans
were for NICTD (South Shore) to have all of its trains
that presently stop at METRA’s 59th Street station, stop
at the 57th Street station. METRA has not completed
work at 57th Street; until that is done, train service will
remain status quo and the June 1, 2002 timetable will
get additional use. There were also a number of other
service changes involving stops, running times, etc.,
that will also wait to be implemented.
Seattle, Washington
Sound Transit announced, during a ceremony at the
new Everett station, that an agreement had been made
with the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway to start
running trains to Everett later this year. The transit
agency will pay the railroad a total of $224 million, plus
interest, over four years for the right to run eight trains
between Seattle and Everett. In addition, it will pay
BNSF $27 million plus interest to purchase and/or lease
the 21-mile Tacoma-to-Nisqually section of track for an
additional $27 million. This clears the way for expansion
of Sounder service from Everett all the way to Southern
Pierce County. The agreement will last through the year
2100.
San Pedro, California
The San Pedro Trolley Line serving the Port of Los
Angeles, which had been scheduled to open last year,
now is set to open on July 19. Two vehicles will be used
14

to operate over the 1.5-mile-long line and will serve four
stations between the cruise terminal and 22nd Street in
San Pedro. 1058 was built originally in 1907 and was
completely rebuilt, while 501 is a replica of a car that
was built in 1902. All-day tickets will be sold for $1, and
service will operate Fridays through Mondays, between
10 AM and 6 PM. Thanks to member Karl Groh for the
report.
Vancouver, British Columbia
Since the return of several cars that had been leased
to GO Transit, two trains have been extended to nine
cars. Prior to their placement into service during April,
those cars were refurbished. On January 6, West Coast
Express reintroduced its “Train Bus,” a service that departs from the Waterfront station one hour after the last
train. This service originally started in 1999, but somewhere along the way it was stopped. The running times
are 1:42 for the bus, compared to 1:13 for the train, but
if you can’t make the last train, it sure beats walking
home!
Prague, Slovak Republic
The Mattens attended the ERA convention and sent a
postcard from Praha (as it is known over there) that
there are still diversions on the streetcar system from
last August’s floods. The subways are back in operation
but station and electrical repairs are still ongoing. I
spoke with Bob after he returned and he told me that
the Prague subway is just like Budapest’s. The stations
are very deep and the “down” escalators are very fast.
The cars are the Russian standard subway car, and
five-car trains are operated. Frequencies are excellent
and clocks at the end of the station (just like Spain) let
you know how long it has been since the last train departed. Service ends at midnight.
From the History Files
10 Years Ago: On July 31, 1993, Bi-State Transit (now
called Metro) began Metrolink service between East St.
Louis, Illinois and Hanley Road in Missouri. Much has
taken place in these ten years, as service was extended
west to Lambert Field, which has two stations. Eastward, in May, 2002, there was a 17.3-mile extension to
Belleville, Illinois, and very soon another 3.5 miles were
to be added, temporarily ending the line at Scott Air
Force Base.
45 Years Ago: On July 9, 1958, the Hudson & Manhattan introduced its first Class K cars. These fifty cars,
jointly owned by the H&M (30) and the Pennsylvania
Railroad (20), were the first fully air-conditioned rapid
transit cars ordered for the New York metropolitan area.
There were several experimental attempts made by the
Transit Authority, but it was this order that proved that
air conditioned cars were viable in New York. Still, it
took almost another ten years until the TA began specifying this feature in its car contracts.
News items and comments concerning this column may be
emailed to NYDnewseditor@aol.com.
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IRT CAR UPDATE
By George Chiasson
R-142s--And Now Also, The R-142S
Through June 6, 2003, Primary R-142s 6921-6925 and
6931-6935 along with Option II R-142s 1191-1210 were
delivered. As of June 6, 2003 Option II R-142s 11411170 were placed in service on 4, for a total of 12
trains (120 cars). After a lengthy delay, R-142s 68766885 entered 5 service on June 2, while 7121-7130
had been moved from 5 to 4 on May 20.
In mid-April, the MTA awarded a “Supplemental” R-142
acquisition contract to Kawasaki Rail Car Corporation
for 180 additional IRT cars (see June, 2003 Bulletin).
These are not an Option or extension of the existing R142A agreement dating from 1997, but rather an entirely separate procurement and as such have been
designated the R-142S. The R-142S will be technically
identical to the R 142As delivered in 2000-02, and are
to be numbered forward from that group as 7731-7810.
The contract calls for complete deliveries by the end of
October, 2003, and their addition should guarantee total
replacement of the Redbird fleet remaining on 7, as
well as make equipment available for East Side service
improvements projected for 2004. As was the case with
the Option R-142As, the 80 R-142S units will be fabricated as “kits” at KRC’s new facility in Lincoln, NE and
forwarded to the KRC plant in Yonkers for final assembly. Probable assignment of the R-142S will be 4,
where they will join the Option R-142s and R 142As to
build a fleet of approximately 420 cars, and also support
larger allocations on 2 and 5 than was originally anticipated.
R-62/R-62A Transfers
As new R-142s entered service on 4, R-62s have
been slowly but steadily moving on to Livonia barn and
3 service. In many cases, the R-62s are routed via
207th Street Shop as part of the transfer to have extended SMS work performed. This may include high
level electrical and mechanical maintenance, floor and
car body work, and truck replacement. To date, the R62s have been largely restricted to weekday use, depending on their availability. There have been up to six
trains in 3 service on any single day. Through June 6,
R-62s 1301-1305, 1356-1360, 1456-1460, 1466-1475,
1501-1505, 1536-1540, 1601-1605, and 1616-1620
were transferred from 4 to 3. They joined previously
assigned cars 1361-1365, 1401-1405, 1426 1430,
1441-1445, 1506-1510, and 1596-1600 to create a fleet
total of 75.
With R-62s now regularly moving across town from 4
to 3, more R-62As from Livonia are being forwarded to
Queens for 7. Accordingly, little time is being wasted in
pursuing retirement of the remaining Redbirds at Corona. Most transfers have consisted of five single units
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and one 5-car unitized set formerly imported from 6. To
wit: 1751-1755 with 2066-2070 on May 10; 2055-2064
on May 15; and 1741-1745 with 2051-2054 and 2065
on May 22. Single car 2065 was caught on the Grand
Central Shuttle when the May 15 transfer was being
marshaled at Livonia, and thus temporarily skipped
over. In late May, certain tasks required on single cars
2055-2064 were “farmed out” to E. 180th Street Shop,
where it appeared briefly with Flushing-assigned R-62A
2110. For those into hard-core minutiae, that was the
first time a Corona-based set of R-62As has visited the
IRT mainlines (and who knows if it will be the last?...).
Two additional transfers from 3 to 7 occurred as our
deadline approached, 1756-1760 with 2046-2050 on
May 31 and 1761-1765 with 2041-2045 on June 5. This
has resulted in a 7 fleet as about evenly divided as it
gets: 210 R-62As and 209 Redbirds as of June 6, 2003.
Redbird Notes (End of the Main Line R-36s; Redbirds Enter The Home Stretch; A Correction)
As that large group of R-62As got to the Flushing Line
in May and early June, the number of Redbirds was
steadily reduced, affecting all sub-groups. Most notable
among these was the removal of mainline R-36s
9542/9543 from passenger service on May 16, closing
the book on this somewhat irregular class of 34 cars
after a service history of almost 39 years. In their most
recent past, the mainline R-36s were stationed on 6
before the R-142As arrived and bumped them to Corona, where the fleet size was enlarged for additional
service needs on 7.
28 more World’s Fair R-36s were also removed from
7 service during the past few weeks, and this number,
along with the associated tempo, may increase rapidly
in the near future. On May 19, the first group of six single World’s Fair R-33s was transferred from passenger
service on 7 to 239th Street Yard, where they were
turned over to Subdivision C for work service. This consisted of 9328-9333 in consecutive order, with 9329 and
9332 being in “GOH-II” configuration and the remainder
yet to make their way through this conversion. As time
goes on and the number of required single units declines along with the Redbird fleet, more of these cars
will be reallocated to facilities around the system for
utility duties. In the meanwhile, 9325 and 9335 have
returned to active 7 duty in their upgraded configuration. Several other single cars that have entered 207th
Street for their GOH-II conversions may or may not be
restored to passenger service.
Remaining focused on the so-called “GOH-II” program
for the World’s Fair R-33s at 207th Street, we were finally able to ascertain exactly what is being installed
(Continued on page 16)
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nue “L” riding declined appreciably:
YEAR ENDING
JUNE 30

IND
CONCOURSE

IRT SIXTH &
NINTH
AVENUES

IRT JEROME
AVENUE

1933

—

105,815,043

Approximately
58,000,000

1934

24,752,308

93,161,744

Approximately
46,000,000

Concourse riding increased regularly, reaching a peak
of 54,818,895 in 1943.
In 1933, the Surface Transportation Corporation collected an additional nickel from passengers riding beyond Tremont Avenue on Bx-1 and Bx-2 Concourse
buses. Bus riding probably declined when passengers
were able to take a faster and more comfortable IND

train ride without paying an additional fare. Three
months after the IND Concourse trains started running,
the 56-passenger Concourse double-deck buses were
rebuilt to 33-passenger single-deck bodies. Surface
Transportation Corporation helped boost IND riding
when it rerouted the following north Bronx bus lines to
the 205th Street station:
Bx-15A (present-day Bx-30) on September 26, 1935
Bx-15 (present-day Bx-28) on March 1, 1936
Bx-16 on March 16, 1936
In the 1940s, rush hour service reached a peak; headways were C—10 minutes, CC—4 minutes, and D—5
minutes. Rush hour riding has fallen off during the intervening years. At the present time, rush hour headways
are B—10 minutes and D—7 minutes.
It is interesting to note that for most of the past 35
years (though not at the present time), Concourse D
trains operated through to Brooklyn and continued onto
the Brighton Line, whose 125th anniversary is this
month.

BMT/IND CAR UPDATE
By George Chiasson
As of May 12, R-40Ms 4534/4535 and 4542-4547
were shifted from East New York (J/Z, L, M) to
Coney Island for q and N. The balance of 12 R-40Ms
(4530-4533, 4536-4541, 4548/4549) were still being
observed on East New York routes into early June. To
further elucidate on last month’s update, the trains of
60-foot cars used on weekend W and Q services do
consist of both R-40 and R-40M types.
As the MTA makes its rounds in the Public Hearing
circuit regarding proposals for the restoration of service
over the “A/B” (Chrystie Street/Sixth Avenue) Manhattan
Bridge tracks, it is clear that several important and permanent routing changes are in store for Subdivision

“B”. Whether these will remain as the process is finalized is uncertain, but reflecting on the proposals at
hand, B will be routed via the Brighton Line as a weekday-only replacement for the q; D will be diverted to
the West End Line, replacing W; and N returns to its
roots as a “Sea Beach Express,” going over the Manhattan Bridge and up the express tracks on the Broadway Line. A new form of W will be operated as a rushhour filler from Whitehall Street to Astoria in rush hours
(the old EE revisited--sort of), while M trains will again
be scaled back to Chambers Street middays and then
as a shuttle to Myrtle Avenue much earlier in the evenings than at present.

IRT Car Update

vided since the first of these (9317) was released from
207th Street Shop in December, 2002 should be adjusted accordingly.
Redbird Retirements & Restorations
Taken out of service through June 6, 2003 were:
R-33S: 9315, 9328, 9329, 9330, 9331, 9332, 9333,
9334, 9338, 9339, 9341, 9344 off 7
R- 36:
9396/9397,
9398/9399,
9440/9441,
9450/9451,9542/9543, 9580/9581, 9630/9631,
9634/9635, 9636/9637, 9638/9639, 9664/9665,
9698/9699, 9724/9725, 9728/9729, 9740/9741 off 7
Restored to service through June 6, 2003 were:
R-33: 9325, 9335 on 7

(Continued from page 15)

beneath the cars. As it turns out, they ARE receiving
General Electric SCM I control groups (17KG192AE2)
in place of the Westinghouse Cam control with which
they were built. A previous and incorrect report stated
that the single R-33 cars were retaining Westinghouse
Cam control through the GOH-II process. The SCM
control packages, along with the GE controllers alluded
to previously and GE grids, are salvaged from reefed
Redbirds, usually mainline R-33s. For those of you following closely, current and recent roster listings pro-
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TROLLEY/TRAM CARS ORDERED UP TO APRIL, 2003
Operator

Type

Firm Orders

Gauge

Length (mm) Width (mm)

% Low-Floor

Power (KW)

Prototype

1d

1435

26,500

Potsdam

16

1435

30,520

Augsburg

41

1000

Freiburg

18 d

1000

Delivery Date

2,300

100

4 x 100

1996

2,300

100

4 x 100

1998-01

41,860

2,300

100

6 x 100

2000-04

41,960

2,300

100

6 x 100

1999-03

Siemens Combino (471)

Basel

28

1000

42,860

2,300

100

6 x 100

2000-02

12 d

1435

30,520

2,450

100

4 x 100

1999-02

Erfurt

7

1000

30,520

2,300

100

4 x 100

2000

Erfurt

29

1000

31,480

2,300

100

4 x 100

2002-05

Erfurt

12

1000

20,040

2,300

100

2 x 100

2002-04

Nordhausen

2

1000

19,080

2,300

100

4 x 100

2000-01

Nordhausen

2

1000

20,040

2,300

100

4 x 100

2002-03

Nordhausen

3d

1000

20,040

2,300

100

4 x 100

2002

Nordhausen

3 d, de

1000

20,040

2,300

100

4 x 100

2003

Amsterdam

151

1435

29,200

2,400

100

4 x 100

2001-03

Amsterdam

4d

1435

29,200

2,400

100

4 x 100

2002

Melbourne

21 d

1435

29,850

2,650

100

4 x 100

2002-04

Melbourne

38 d

1435

20,040

2,650

100

4 x 100

2002-03

Bern

15

1000

30,500

2,300

100

4 x 100

2002-03

Ulm

8

1000

30,830

2,400

100

4 x 100

2002

22 d

1435

20,040

2,300

100

4 x 100

2004

Poznan

14

1435

29,200

2,400

100

4 x 100

2004

Almeda

24 d

1435

33,000

2,650

100

4 x 100

2005

Hiroshima

Verona

Alstom Cidadis (441)
Montpelier

401

30 d

1435

40,090

2,650

70

6 (**)

1999-02

Orleans

301

22 d

1435

29,860

2,320

70

4 x 140

2000-01

Dublin

301

26 d

1435

29,700

2,400

70

4 x 140

2001-02

Dublin

401

14 d

1435

40,900

2,400

70

6 (**)

2003

Valenciennes

301

17 d

1435

29,500

2,400

70

4 x 140

2004-05

Lyon

302

47 d

1435

32,400

2,400

100

4 x 120

2000-02

Melbourne

202A

36 d

1435

22,700

2,650

100

4 x 100

2001-02

Bordeaux

402

56 d

1435

43,900

2,400

100

6 x 120

2002-06

Bordeaux

302

14 d

1435

32,800

2,400

100

4 x 120

2002-06

Rotterdam

302B

60

1435

31,200

2,400

100

4 x 100

2002-04

Barcelona

302

37 d

1435

32,500

2,650

100

4 x 120

2002-04

Paris

302

26 d

1435

32,200

2,400

100

4 x 120

2002-04

La Rochelle

302

1d

1435

32,400

2,400

100

4 x 120

2001

Grenoble

402

35 d

1435

43,700

2,400

100

6 x 120

2005-06

Mulhouse

302

20 d

1435

32,500

2,650

100

4 x 120

2005

Alstom Ferroviaria Cityway (70)
Torino
Torino
Messina

49 d

1445

34,000

2,400

100

12 x 41

2002-03

6

1445

34,000

2,400

100

12 x 41

2001

15 d

1435

22,500

2,400

100

8 x 41

2002
(Continued on page 18)
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New Millennium, New Technology
(Continued from page 17)
Operator

Type

Firm Orders

Prototype
Sassari
Milano
Napoli
Milano
Gothenburg
Athens
Bergamo

3C2
5C3
7C4
3C2
5C3
5C3
5C3
5C3

1
4d
58
22 d
35
60
35
14 d

Nantes
Notingham

AT5/6L
AT5/6

23 d
15 d

NGT6
NGT12DD
NGT6
NGT8 ‘S’

10
20
30
60 d

Dessau
Dresden
Halle
Frankfurt/Main
Linz
Lodz
Eskesehir
Geneva
Total

21
15
18
21
1424

Gauge

Length (mm) Width (mm)
AnsaldoBreda Sirio (209)
1445
17,500
2,400
950
27,000
2,400
1445
35,000
2,400
1445
18,500
2,400
1445
25,000
2,400
1435
29,350
2,650
1435
32,000
2,400
1435
29,800
2,400
Bombardier Incentro (38)
1435
36,400
2,400
1435
33,000
2,400
Bombardier LF 2000 (120)
1435
21,000
2,300
1450
44,570
2,300
1000
21,000
2,300
1435
30,000
2,400
Bombardier Cityrunner (75)
900
40,000
2,300
1000
29,500
2,300
1000
29,500
2,300
1000
42,000
2,300

% Low-Floor

Power (KW)

Delivery Date

100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100

2 x 106
4 x 106
4 x 106
4 x 106
4 x 106
4 x 106
4 x 106
4 x 106

2002
2002
2002-04
2003-04
2004-05
2003-05
2004
2004

100
100

8 x 45
8 x 45

2000-01
2003

45
56
45
62

4 x 85
8 x 85
4 x 85
4 x 95

2000-01
2003
2003-05
2003-04

62 (*)
62 (*)
62 (*)
62 (*)

6 x 100
4 x 100
4 x 100
6 x 100

2001-04
2001-02
2005
2004-05

d=double-ended
de=supplementary diesel-electric drive
*Internal ramps instead of steps give the passenger the impression of 100 percent low-floor car
**4 x 140 plus 2 x 100 kilowatt motors
SUMMARY OF ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT FOR LOW FLOOR TROLLEYS/TRAMS ORDERED UP TO APRIL, 2003
Supplier

Total

Chopper

VVVF Inverter

GTO Inverter

Bipolar Inverter

IGBT Inverter

Bombardier:

1487

--

--

--

--

177

ex-Adtranz

358

--

--

--

--

358

ex-ABB

577*

69

--

--

382

126

ex-AEG (Germany)

351

67

--

1

--

283

ex-AEG (USA)

24

--

--

24

--

--

Alstom:

879

--

--

--

--

--

Alstom (France + UK)

629

162

--

51

--

416

Alstom-Parizzi

145

--

--

--

--

145

Alstom-Netherlands

105

--

45

--

--

60

Siemens

821

14

--

276

--

531

Kiepe Elektrik**

304

--

--

127

--

177

AnsaldoBreda

263

54

--

--

--

209

Elin

188

--

--

--

--

188

Ingelectric (Spain)
Total

7

--

--

--

--

7

3949*

366

45

479

382

2677

*includes 46 middle-floor cars
**includes 127 cars with Alstom, 126 cars with Skoda, and 51 with Siemens motors
Chopper: includes DC motors with GTO thyristor chopper controls
VVVF: includes Three-phase AC motors with variable-voltage variable-frequency thyristor controls and Intermediate voltage circuit
GTO: includes direct Pulse-Width Modulation using air-cooled GTO-thyristors
Bipolar: includes direct Pulse-Width Modulation with three point water-cooled bipolar transistors
IGBT: includes direct Pulse-Width Modulation using Insulated Gate Bipolar Transistors in three-point air cooled
(AEG) or two-point water cooled (Adtranz, Elin, Alstom, Siemens), or air cooled arrangement (Adtranz, Ansaldo,
Elin, Kiepe, Parizzi, Siemens)

(Continued on page 19)
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IRT CAR ASSIGNMENT
CARS REQUIRED APRIL 27, 2003
LINE

AM RUSH

PM RUSH

LINE

AM RUSH

PM RUSH

1/9

320 R-62A

300 R-62A

5

330 R-142

320 R-142

2

310 R-142

300 R-142

6

370 R-142A

380 R-142A

3

240 R-62A

230 R-62A

7

20 R-33S, 200 R-36, 121 R-62A 20 R-33S, 200 R-36, 121 R-62A

4

260 R-62, 30 R-142, 50
R-142A

260 R-62, 30 R-142, 50
R-142A

S

10 R-62A

10 R-62A

BMT-IND CAR ASSIGNMENT
CARS REQUIRED APRIL 27, 2003
LINE

AM RUSH

PM RUSH

LINE

AM RUSH

PM RUSH

A

20 R-32, 110 R-38, 200
R-44

20 R-32, 110 R-38, 200 R44

N

120 R-40, 60 R-40M, 16 R- 110 R-40, 60 R-40M, 16
68
R-68

B

80 R-68

80 R-68

Q

120 R-68

120 R-68, 8 R-68A

C

104 R-32, 48 R-38

96 R-32, 40 R-38

q

140 R-40, 20 R-40M

140 R-40, 20 R-40M

D

104 R-68

104 R-68

R

200 R-46

200 R-46

E

260 R-32

260 R-32

V

120 R-46

120 R-46

F

120 R-32, 264 R-46

90 R-32, 264 R-46

W

168 R-68A

168 R-68A

G

40 R-46

36 R-46

S (Grand Street)

4 R-46

4 R-46

J/Z

152 R-42

152 R-42

S (Rockaway)

12 R-44

12 R-44

L

8 R-42, 160 R-143

8 R-42, 160 R-143

S (Franklin Avenue)

4 R-68

4 R-68

M

144 R-42

144 R-42

New Millennium, New Technology
(Continued from page 18)
MIDDLE- AND LOW-FLOOR LRVs ORDERED UP TO APRIL, 2003
Operator

Type

Firm Orders

Gauge

Length (mm)

Width (mm)

% Low-Floor

Power (KW)

Delivery Date

Bombardier K-Type (83)
Stockholm

A32

22 d

1435

29,700

2,650

65

4 x 120

1999-03

Den Haag

A32

6d

1435

29,700

2,650

65

4 x 120

2003

55 d

1435

29,700

2,650

65

4 x 110

2003-04

Istanbul

Siemens Avanto (44)
Houston

Avanto S70

18 d

1435

29,370

2,650

60

4 x 140

2003

San Diego

Avanto S70

11 d

1435

26,400

2,650

60

4 x 140

2004

Avanto (*)

15 d

1435

36,370

2,650

70

4 x 160

2004

SNCF

Alstom Reggio Citadis (28)
Kassel

15KV/600V

18 d

1435

36,470

2,650

67

4 x 150

2003-05

Kassel

DE/600V

10 d

1435

36,470

2,650

67

4 x 150

2004-05

d = double ended
de = diesel-electric drive
*Dual system: 25 kVAC and 600 VDC
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Around New York’s Transit System
headway. Sunday morning and early afternoon W
service was increased from a 10– to an 8-minute
headway. Service was adjusted on several other lines
as shown on the following table:
The new weekday schedules are nearly the same as
the previous schedules. Midday L service was reduced
from a 6– to an 8-minute headway and S Grand Street
Shuttle service was reduced from a 12– to a 15-minute
headway.

New BMT-IND Schedules
When the new BMT-IND schedules went into effect on
April 27, 2003, weekend schedules were revised on
several lines. Because the Manhattan Bridge is closed
on weekends, Q trains are routed via tunnel from
Friday night just before midnight until 5 AM Monday.
Saturday morning and afternoon G trains, which
formerly ran light to Church Avenue, are now turned at
Fourth Avenue. Saturday and Sunday early evening W
service was increased from a 12– to an 8-minute

HEADWAYS
EFFECTIVE APRIL 27, 2003
SATURDAY

SUNDAY

LINE

MORNING

AFTERNOON

EVENING

MORNING

AFTERNOON

EVENING

G

12

12

12

12

12

12, 15

R

12

12

12, 15

12

12

12, 15

S (Grand Street)

15

15

15, 20

15

15

15, 20

W

8

8

8, 12

15, 8

8

8, 12

EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 8, 2002
SATURDAY

SUNDAY

LINE

MORNING

AFTERNOON

EVENING

MORNING

AFTERNOON

EVENING

G

8

8

12

12

10

12, 15

R

8

8

12, 15

15, 12

10, 8

12, 15

S (Grand Street)

12

12

12, 20

12

12

12, 20

W

8

8

12, 15

15, 12, 10

10, 8

12, 15

Flat Cars Used as Transition Cars
The following flat cars are equipped with receptacles
for 12-point electrical jumper cables that allow them to
be used as transition cars when coupled between two
locomotives equipped with electric throttles. Because
these cars’ air horns have their own air supply separate
from the brake pipe air charging system, activation of
the horn cannot be used to test the availability of brake
pipe air in the charging system.
CAR NUMBERS

CAR CLASS

CAR NUMBERS

CAR CLASS

0F142-0F149

R-51B

0F500-0F529

R-101

0F165-0F184

R-49

0F531-0F532

R-101A

0F185-0F199

R-51A

0F601-0F638

R-141

0F220-0F224

R-72

Conventional flat cars 0F701-0F708 and 0F7100F712, 714, and 716 do not have the same modifications as the above cars. They do not belong to a specific car class because they have been purchased by
20

contractors.
R-137 Vacuum Train Speed Restrictions
The R-137 vacuum train’s speed must not exceed 40
miles per hour. An overspeed alarm will sound at 39
MPH and a warning will be displayed on the Train Operator’s console. If this warning and alarm are ignored,
the train will go into emergency and the operating systems will shut down when the speed reaches 41 MPH.
The diesel engines will not restart until all circuits have
been manually reset, a time-consuming operation.
To avoid emergency brake applications, the train’s
speed must not exceed 35 MPH or the posted speed for
the track on which the train is operating. When traversing switches, the speed must not exceed 10 MPH,
unless a different speed is posted. The speed must not
exceed 10 miles per hour during vacuum operations.
If the overspeed alarm sounds when the speed inadvertently reaches 39 miles per hour, the Train Operator
must immediately reduce speed to 35 MPH or the
posted speed, and acknowledge and silence the alarm
by depressing the illuminated General Fault button.
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IND EXTENDED TO QUEENS 70 YEARS AGO
The IND expanded rapidly in 1933, reaching
the Bronx on July 1 and Roosevelt Avenue,
Queens a month later. The first test train operated in the new subway on July 31, 1933.
Three thousand people, who were anxious to
ride the first E train, congregated in the Roosevelt Avenue station at 12:01 AM August 19,
1933. At about the same time, GG trains
started running between Queens Plaza and
Nassau Avenue. Like the other IND lines,
short trains operated at frequent intervals as
shown in the following table:

E LOCALS—ROOSEVELT AVENUE TO
CHAMBERS STREET
WEEKDAYS—EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 7, 1933
MIDNIGHT

AM
RUSH

MIDDAY

PM
RUSH

EVENING

4

5, 6

3 (A)

2

Headways
12

4

5
Number of Cars

2

©2003 New York
Division, Electric
Railroaders’
Association,
Incorporated

3 (A)

17 3-car trains were operated in the rush hour
(A) Rush hour service increased to 3 or 4 cars on January 16, 1934 or earlier

SATURDAY—EFFECTIVE OCTOBER
8, 1933
AM RUSH

In This Issue:
Central Park,
North & East
River Railroad
Company —
History
...Page 2

2

MORNING/
AFTERNOON

EVENING

Headways
4

5

5, 6

Number of Cars
2

2

2

1

SUNDAY—EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER
10, 1933
MORNING

AFTERNOON

EVENING

Headways
7, 6, 5

5

5, 6

Number of Cars
2

2

2

Checking the August 20, 1933 GG Sunday
schedule, we find that two-car trains were
operating on the same headway as the E
trains.
The Queens Boulevard Line became very
busy after service was extended to Union
Turnpike on December 31, 1936 and to 169th
Street on April 24, 1937.
Effective July 1, 1937, morning rush hour E
trains ran on a peak three-minute headway
for 36 minutes with four intervals on a twominute headway. PM rush hour trains were
on a peak three-minute headway for 24 minutes. The September 12, 1938 morning rush
hour schedule provided for a peak threeminute headway for an hour with nine intervals on a two-minute headway. There must
have been congestion between 42nd Street
and W. 4th Street, where the E trains operated on the same tracks as the CC locals
scheduled for a four-minute headway.
Routing was as follows:
August 19, 1933: E locals; GG—Queens
Plaza to Nassau Avenue
April 24, 1937: Non-rush: EE locals; GG—
Queens Plaza to Nassau Avenue
Rush hour: E express, GG locals — 71st Ave(Continued on page 17)
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CENTRAL PARK, NORTH & EAST RIVER RAILROAD COMPANY
BELT LINE RAILWAY CORPORATION
by Bernard Linder
New York Railways also owned all of Central Park’s
bonds and one-fifth of its capital stock.
At an auction held on November 14, 1912, Edward
Cornell, a lawyer, outbid New York Railways and bought
the property at foreclosure. He paid $1.673 million with
$50,000 down and a year to pay for the property, whose
real value shrank about $2 million. Cornell decided to
hold the property for a better offer or run it himself.

CORPORATE HISTORY
The Central Park, North & East River Railroad Company was incorporated on July 19, 1860. A franchise
was granted by resolution adopted by the Common
Council and the Board of Aldermen on December 28,
1861, and approved by the Mayor on December 31,
1861.
The company started construction prior to July 5, 1862
and laid double track on part of the road. It was unable
to complete the work because it could not buy the right
type of iron. West Belt Line horse cars started operating
on July 18, 1863. For the next three decades, the company operated the East Belt line and the West Belt line.
During the 1890s, the Metropolitan Street Railway was
able to control the Manhattan and Bronx street car lines
by a complicated program of mergers and leases. On
October 14, 1892, the Metropolitan Cross-Town Railway
Company, operator of the Spring and Delancey Street
line, leased the Central Park company’s road for the
unexpired term of the lessor company’s charter, at an
annual rental of 8 per cent on the outstanding capital
stock of the lessor company, amounting to $1.8 million,
for the first five years and 9 per cent thereafter. On May
28, 1894, the Metropolitan Cross-Town Railway Company and the Lexington Avenue and Pavonia Ferry Railroad Company were merged into the Metropolitan
Street Railway. On February 14, 1902, the Interurban
Street Railway Company took a lease from Metropolitan
for 999 years. Interurban’s name was changed to New
York City Railway Company on February 10, 1904.
On June 11, 1908, the New York City Railway filed a
petition to cancel the Central Park Company’s lease by
defaulting on the rental, 9 per cent on $1.8 million of
stock. Bondholders said the loss was caused by the
failure of the Metropolitan to pay adequate rent by other
roads using 59th Street. The judge gave permission to
cancel the leases of the Central Park, North & East
River Railway Corporation and the 28th & 29th Street
Crosstown Railroad Company (see June, 2002 Bulletin). The judge threw back old debts, running into millions, never paid by the Metropolitan. The lines lost
$60,000 a year, a drain on the Metropolitan. Because
the Central Park company did not own an electric car,
car barn, or power house, there were rumors that the
horse cars would return.
On November 9, 1912, the Public Service Commission approved a scheme to rehabilitate the company,
which owed the city $500,000 in taxes plus $100,000 in
other debts. The company had a $1.2 million mortgage
owned by New York Railways. When the accrued interest was added, the debt increased to $1.535 million.

BELT LINE RAILWAY CORPORATION
On December 24, 1912, the Belt Line Railway Corporation was incorporated by Edward Cornell and others
as a reorganization of the Central Park, North & East
River Railroad Company. On January 21, 1913, the
property of the Central Park, North & East River Railroad Company was conveyed to the Belt by Edward
Cornell and his wife. A report revealed that the Belt
could be operated more efficiently, economically, and
profitably in conjunction with the Third Avenue Railway
Company than it could independently. On August 4,
1913, stock control of the Belt was acquired by the
Third Avenue Railway Company. Officials were unhappy
that they spent $2,439,639; they could have bought it
cheaper at the auction.
The company was still in poor financial condition. The
receiver was not discharged until 1925. The first receiver, George W. Linch, served from 1912 to 1915. He
started with $484 cash and collected $140,065. The
next receiver, John Beaver, who served from 1915 to
1917, collected $248,979, mostly awards and claims
against the Metropolitan Street Railway and the New
York City Railway companies. The last receiver, Newton
M. Hudson, who was discharged March 20, 1925, took
in $65,021. The three receivers collected $454,065 and
repaid all creditors in full. After discontinuing the unprofitable East Belt and West Belt lines in 1919 and 1921
respectively, this subsidiary only operated one line, the
59th Street Crosstown.
Although the Belt was solvent, it was still in poor financial condition. In December, 1930, the interest on Belt
Line Railway bonds had been in default for more than
two years because earnings were not adequate to
cover fixed charges on bonds. All Belt bonds and securities were owned by Third Avenue, which expected to
simplify the corporate structure by eliminating Belt.
When the 5 per cent mortgage bonds were foreclosed,
Third Avenue expected to buy Belt.
On October 27, 1931, the Central Hanover Bank and
Trust Company trustees granted and released to the
Third Avenue Railway Company the Belt’s lines and
(Continued on page 3)
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tween W. 53rd and W. 54th Streets. On the ground floor
of this 200x475-foot brick building were the car house,
engine room, cleaning room, carpenter and blacksmith
shop, and a steam plant generating power for hoisting
hay, grinding feed, and running elevators, conveyors,
and machinery. There were 1,200 stalls on the second
floor, and 400 stalls and a hospital on the third floor. The
hay loft, grain storage, and feed mixing vats were located on the fourth floor. The building was equipped
with automatic sprinklers set for 155oF and an automatic fire alarm. Water was stored in four huge white
cedar tanks on the roof.
Street cars were stored in this building after electrification. In 1946, before abandonment, the ground floor
was used as a car barn and the upper floors were
leased to a subsidiary of the owner for automobile storage. This building and other Third Avenue properties
were sold at auction on November 20, 1946. The assessed value was $1,013,000. Joseph P. Day, who sold
Third Avenue Railway for $26 million in 1910, was the
auctioneer.
After reading our Tenth Avenue history in the December, 2002 Bulletin, member John W. Pearman informed
us that he grew up in the neighborhood and observed
the line regularly. He recalls seeing the street cars
dead-ending on 12th Avenue under the Riverside Drive
viaduct. The next westbound car waited until the car
exited from under the viaduct. He also remembers seeing tracks under construction on St. Clair Place in 1940
or 1941.
We believe that the cars switched back at 12th Avenue
because the St. Clair Place tracks were in poor condition and that the cars started using the loop again after
the tracks were rebuilt in 1940 or 1941.
Can anyone remember how the cars were routed
through this area in the 1930s and 1940s?

Central Park, North & East River Railroad Company
(Continued from page 2)

franchises, plus the four-story car barn on Tenth Avenue
between W. 53rd and W. 54th Streets. The trustees acquired title to the property from the referee in foreclosure of the first mortgage by Belt in accordance with a
deed dated May 26, 1931.

HORSE CAR NOTES
YEAR

NUMBER OF HORSE CARS
East & West Belt

59th Street

1890

110

7

1891

107

6

1892

117

7

1893

124

8

1894

116

8

1895

110

8

1896

111

11

1897

114

14
th

East Belt

West Belt

59 Street

1898

60

62

26*

1899

46

59

39*

In 1892, the company owned 1,157 horses, 4 snow plows, and 3
sweepers.
*electric cars

The company’s stables at W. 53rd Street and Tenth
Avenue, built in 1873, were destroyed by fire on May
27, 1887. The company lost 1,151 horses and 150 cars.
In a day or two, 200 horses were bought at very high
prices and 110 cars were borrowed from other companies. Although the company promptly ordered 20 cars
from Brill, only 60 per cent of the new equipment was
received and put in service by October, 1887.
The company built new stables on Tenth Avenue be-

(Continued on page 4)

the bus stop south of this wide and dangerous crossing.
PATH-Lexington Avenue Subway Connection
Proposed
The Spring, 2003 issue of Making Tracks, a
newsletter of the Village Crosstown Trolley Coalition,
recommends connecting PATH with the 6 Lexington
Avenue local tracks near the Brooklyn Bridge station,
and operating through service from Pelham Bay Park to
New Jersey. This newsletter states that the connection
would be easy to build, with only 3,000 feet of track and
a new station under Fulton Street. The estimated cost of
about $600 million would save more than the $2 billion
that the Port Authority plans to spend for a terminal
similar to Grand Central.

Around New York’s Transit System
(Continued from page 18)

Avenue X. At first, the buses were operated around the
Van Sicklen Street loop. The residents objected to the
buses and barricaded the street. At the present time,
buses run light via a 1¼-mile circuitous route –
McDonald Avenue, Avenue U, W. 6th Street, and 86th
Street. This is probably the longest turnaround loop
used by any NYC Transit bus line. The original exit from
the Avenue X station is north of McDonald Avenue and
Avenue X, but the southbound shuttle buses load south
of this intersection, at Shell Road and 86th Street. A new
exit equipped with high exit turnstiles was opened near
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Central Park, North & East River Railroad Company
(Continued from page 3)
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THE RAILWAY POWER STATIONS OF NEW YORK CITY
by Thomas J. Blalock
By 1900, electric power generation technology had
progressed to the point where large central generating
stations were used to produce high-voltage alternating
current. For electric traction purposes, this a.c. power
was sent to substations located around the system,
where it was stepped down by means of transformers
and sent through machines known as rotary converters,
which then provided the 600-volt d.c. power for the third
rails.
The common alternating current generation was
three-phase (the most efficient type of a.c. power to
transmit and distribute) at 11,000 volts, and at a frequency of 25 cycles (“25 Hertz” in modern terminology).
The lower frequency of 25 cycles was used because
of limitations in the design of early rotary converters.
Their relatively slow operating speed meant that it was
difficult to design them for satisfactory operation at
higher frequencies, such as today’s standard of 60
Hertz.
One early exception to the use of the 600-volt d.c.
third rail was the use of single-phase, high-voltage alternating current applied between an overhead “catenary”
wire and the running rails. The catenary was simply a
heavy-duty version of the old trolley wire. Again, a frequency of 25 cycles was used for this application. In
this case, however, the choice of a low frequency had to
do with limitations in the design of the actual traction
motors located beneath the rail cars. These were still
series motors, having commutators, and they were basically d.c. motors. With modifications, they could be designed for operation on low a.c. frequencies such as 25
cycles, but attempts to operate them on higher frequencies led to serious sparking at the commutators.
The high-voltage overhead catenary was used on the
New York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad and, eventually, on the Pennsylvania Railroad. Other New York area
railroads (such as Third Avenue Railroad, Metropolitan
Street Railway, Manhattan Elevated Railroad Company,
Interborough Rapid Transit Company, New York Central
Railroad, Hudson & Manhattan Railroad, and Brooklyn
Rapid Transit Company) utilized 600 volt d.c. power via
either third rails, underground conduits, or overhead
trolley.

During the early decades of the twentieth century,
each major electrified railroad operating in and around
Manhattan maintained its own facility for the generation
of electric power. This included streetcar, elevated, subway, and interurban and long-distance railroads.
Samuel Insull, the former business manager for Thomas Edison who then subsequently built an electric
power empire in Chicago, once presented a lengthy
dissertation to the American Institute of Electrical Engineers that strongly criticized New York City for allowing
each railroad operation to build its own power house
rather than coordinating the generation of power for
greater efficiency (“The Relation of Central Station Generation to Railway Electrification:’ A.I.E.E. Transactions:
April 5, 1912).
During the Great Depression of the 1930s, however,
Insull’s Chicago empire collapsed as the result of financial manipulations (an early Enron?). Insull was forced
to flee the United States to avoid prosecution. He did
return several years later and was tried on charges of
fraud and embezzlement. Insull was, in fact, acquitted
of those charges; he died, however, just a few years
later.
The most common system of electric traction power
supply during the early twentieth century was based on
the use of direct current. This was a result of the fact
that the d.c. series motor had proven itself for traction
purposes with street cars during the latter nineteenth
century. Direct current power, usually at a voltage of
around 500 volts, was applied between the overhead
“trolley” wire and the running rails (which served as a
grounded return). Sometimes, and underground
“conduit,” located between the rails, was used in place
of an overhead trolley wire. A “plough” type of device
extended beneath the street car to make contact with a
power conductor through an open slot.
Eventually, an insulated “third rail” running along one
side of the track was used to supply d.c. power for elevated and subway-type railroad operations. The standard voltage for such installations was raised to 600
volts, and the running rails were still used as a
grounded return for the d.c. power. This same system is
in use today, with the voltage sometimes raised to 700
volts for commuter rail operation.
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TECH TALK
by Jeffrey Erlitz
This month, we do something a little different: a pictorial survey of the White Plains Road signal replacement project and the 74th Street-Roosevelt Avenue station rehabilitation.
(Photographs by the author)

R-142 6560 leads a northbound 2 train through the crossover to
the express track north of Freeman Street during a weekend
"General Order" operation. This view was also taken on April 27.

R-142 1106 leads a non-revenue southbound train past Freeman
Street Tower on April 27. The temporary barriers for the signal
contractors working on contract S-32309-R, a common sight below
E. 180th Street, obscure the view.

R-142 6565 leads a southbound 2 train through Freeman Street Interlocking, also on April 27 of
this year. The old IRT signals from north of this location to E. 180th Street have now been removed
from service so views like this are becoming increasingly rare. In addition, this is one of the few
locations without the temporary barriers between the tracks, providing an unobstructed view of
the passing trains.
(Continued on page 8)
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Above are two views of the Victor Moore Arcade site at 74th Street-Roosevelt Avenue from July 28, 2002. At that point, the sub-basement/
prep work contract had been completed. In the view west, the temporary staircase from the IND mezzanine to the north side of Broadway
can be seen near the center of the view, enclosed in cinder blocks. In the view east, the remnants of the bus terminal (just the pavement)
can be seen in the center.

This July 1, 2003 view is looking south down 74th Street
towards Roosevelt Avenue. The new steelwork for the
expanded Flushing Line mezzanine can be seen over the
middle of 74th Street.

In this view, taken from the northbound Flushing Line platform on July 1, 2003,, the completed steelwork for the new
combination bus terminal/station entrance can be seen.

This view, taken on July 12, 2003, is from the Broadway side
looking northwest.
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mentioned.
MTA Metro-North Railroad (West)
At the June 11 Metro-North Committee Meeting, approval was obtained to issue a request for proposals
(RFP) for the disposition of passenger equipment that is
considered "either obsolete, are being retired, or are
beyond economical repair." Included in this group are 8
Comet 1As and up to 25 miscellaneous railcars, i.e.
coaches, cabooses and locomotives. This would occur
once all 65 Comet Vs are delivered and put into service,
providing an entirely new fleet of coaches for west-ofHudson lines. Metro-North's current fleet of Bombardier
cars on the west side of the Hudson River would be
transferred to the east side of the Hudson, and refurbished for use on the Harlem and Hudson Lines. This
would leave the Comet 1A coaches as "orphans" without a home. General Electric built these cars in 1978 for
the MTA, when the Arrow IIIs were being built for
NJDOT. The Comet 1As have the same stainless steel
body shells as the Arrow IIIs, but they are equipped to
run as unpowered push-pull equipment rather than selfpropelled electric multiple unit trains. Also, the Comet
1As trainline with NJ Transit’s Comet 1 coaches, which
are soon to be retired. They will not trainline with the
fleet of Comet III, Comet IV, Comet V, or overhauled
Comet-IIs used by NJ Transit and Metro-North. This
group, consisting of cab cars 5198 and 5199 and trailers 5994-5999, all received a mid-life overhaul in the
late 1980s. This would allow the makeup of two pushpull train sets. A suggestion offered by a friend was that
these cars should be retained for possible use in Binghamton-Syracuse service.
In connection with the above, Metro-North also requested approval to dispose of 100 M-1s and 60
ACMUs next year when the M-7s are in service. The
Long Island Rail Road also asked that an option for
their use be included.
MTA Long Island Rail Road
When fares went up on May 1, the Long Island eliminated its “Forgotten Ticket Policy.” This meant that a
commuter who “forgot” his or her ticket previously was
refunded the cost of the ticket(s) that they had to purchase; these fares are no longer be refunded. In addition to paying the regular fare, it they purchase tickets
on trains, they are also subject to the on-board service
charge.
The U.S. Golf Association’s U.S. Open is returning to
Long Island in 2004, with the tournament being held at
Shinnecock Hills Golf Club in Southampton. Bethpage
State Park was the site of the 2002 U.S. Open and the
Long Island Rail Road operated additional service, and

Metropolitan Transportation Authority
Last year the MTA announced that it was seeking to
merge Metro-North and the Long Island Rail Road into
one agency. In early June, a 209-page draft of legislation was submitted for approval, but there were few details, other than that the agency would be called MTARail but two separate commuter councils would be
maintained. Newsday reported that there could be
revenue losses for the Long Island due to dedicated
funds, taxes, surcharges, and moneys that come from
various different parts of the government. (Over the
years, laws have been enacted to allocate special taxes
for specific purposes, and this could complicate merging
the rail lines. But, in the end, those who make laws can
also change laws.) And then there is the question of
what to call the rail lines — what to do with the names,
especially the Long Island, which has been in existence
since 1834.
MTA Metro-North Railroad (East)
On Track, Metro-North’s employee publication, presented 20 years of highlights in recognition of the railroad’s 20th anniversary, some of which are presented in
the table below.
YEAR

by Randy Glucksman

ACHIEVEMENT

1983 Metro-North Commuter Railroad begins operations
1984 Arrival of M-3s; Upper Harlem Line electrified between White
Plains North and Brewster North
1985 New power system for New Haven to replace Cos Cob
1986 Cos Cob power plant closes
1987 New Brewster Shop opens
1988 75th Birthday of Grand Central Terminal; arrival of M-4s
1990 Park Avenue Tunnel rehabilitation begins; concrete tie installation begins
1991 North White Plains Shop opens; catenary replacement on New
York portion of New Haven Line begins
1992 Park Avenue Tunnel rehabilitation completed
1993 Plans for Grand Central North are completed
1994 Arrival of M-6s
1995 Park Avenue Viaduct rehabilitation begins; Genesis dual-mode
locomotives arrive
1996 Rebuilding of Grand Central Terminal begins
1997 Wassaic Extension work begins
1998 Grand Central Terminal rehabilitation completed
1999 Grand Central North opens; 125th Street/Harlem station and
Park Avenue Viaduct work completed
2000 Wassaic Extension opens
2001 Mid-Harlem Third Track Project begins
2002 Record on-time performance of 97.3%

The 42-day strike (1983), the fire in Grand Central
Terminal’s Tower “B,” and the collision at Mt. Vernon,
which took the life of an engineer (1988) were also

(Continued on page 10)
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it also plans to do so next year.
NJ Transit
NJ Transit awarded a $4.9 million contract to Transit
Link, a joint venture of Parsons Brinckerhoff and Systra
Engineering, on June 20 to perform the draft environmental impact study (DEIS) for a new rail tunnel under
the Hudson River, connecting New Jersey and New
York. This tunnel has been the centerpiece of recommendations made by Access to the Region’s Core
(ARC) for many years. As of its last report, ARC had
whittled down the hundreds of proposals to three alternatives: G, P, and S. All three would require that this
second tunnel be constructed. Alternative G would do
the most for the region because it would also build a
connection between Penn Station and Grand Central
Terminal. Alternative P would construct an additional 8track terminal below the existing one in Penn Station,
primarily benefiting New Jersey riders. Alternative S
would construct a new tunnel under the East River to
handle non-revenue moves to Sunnyside Yard. In a
turnabout from previous administrations, New Jersey
Governor James McGreevey backed away from endorsing Alternative G. Just the tunnel could cost as
much as $5 billion, and it would be years away from
being built. The following timetable has been set:
2005 to 2007 – Preliminary engineering and final design
work
2008 – Groundbreaking for near-term capacity improvements (including new double-track railroad between
Secaucus and the Hudson River and a new storage
yard west of the existing New York Penn Station)
2010 – Begin construction of tunnel and expanded station area in New York
2015 – Estimated completion of construction
On the subject of additional rail tunnels under the
Hudson River, a coalition of groups ranging from the
Sierra Club and the Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce
and the state AFL-CIO have endorsed the construction
of a rail freight tunnel. This tunnel would connect the
Bay Ridge Freight Yard in Brooklyn and Greenville Yard
in New Jersey. According to the article in The New York
Times, the group MoveNY estimates that as many as
one million truck trips per year could be taken off the
city’s streets. Interestingly, this proposal has been
around since the 1920s and was one of the reasons
that the Port Authority was created. Over 80 years later
the tunnel is still nowhere on its radar screen. One of
the people interviewed for the article termed the tunnel
“a 19th-century project that is two centuries too late.”
The individual feared that such an undertaking would be
a threat to more important transit priorities to the city
and the region.
As reported in the July Bulletin, the Morris & Essex
timetable dated June 23 was issued, and like the North
10

Jersey Coast Line (June 15), the colors on the cover
were reversed (Green on White) to differentiate it from
the April 27 editions. NJ Transit had rail timetables that
carried four different dates. In addition to the aforementioned two, the Main/Bergen, Montclair/Boonton, Northeast Corridor, Pascack Valley, and Raritan Valley were
all issued on April 27, while the Atlantic City Line is still
using its October 27, 2002 edition.
New timetables went into effect on August 4 on the
Hoboken Division. This is being done to coincide with
the return to service of both tubes of the Bergen Tunnels and the closing of Harmon Cove, one of the newest stations (it opened on June 26, 1978). For those
using that station, NJ Transit is providing shuttle bus
service every 20-30 minutes during the morning and
afternoon peak to Secaucus Transfer, where Bergen
County Line trains are stopping. Those trains will continue to Hoboken. Weekend service will operate from 6
AM to 2:15 AM, and there will be no charge until further
notice. Transfer service to New York is scheduled to
begin this fall. Residents also have bus options: NJ
Transit Routes 129, 190, and 320, Decamp Route 32,
and Academy from the Meadowlands Park & Ride.
A friend of mine has been advocating for many years
that there should be express train service on the Pascack Valley Line from Rockland County. His efforts were
rewarded in the form of inbound Train #1604 and outbound Train #1607, which began running on August 4.
All the following trains were “bounced” up one number,
so the highest numbered trains are 1614 and 1621. For
many years there has been one train in each direction
that skipped 4-5 stops, and those two trains are being
retained. Running time from Pearl River to Hoboken is
43 minutes vs. 56 minutes on a local. When Secaucus
Transfer opens later this year, Rockland riders could
realize additional reductions in commuting times to midtown.
At the June Board Meeting, three contracts valued at
$90 million were awarded to advance the final design
and construction work on the Newark City Subway
Broad Street Extension, and to upgrade the existing
tunnel ventilation system.
Comet IV cars have been assigned to the Atlantic City
Line in response to customer requests for newer equipment.
November 15 has been planned as the date that the
HBLRT extension from 34th Street to 22nd Street will
open.
With SNJLRT scheduled to open later this year, NJ
Transit has proposed construction of a station in the
Delair section of Camden with the Atlantic City Line. It is
hoped that the NJ Transit’s lowest ridership route and
SNJLRT, which is not expected to have a lot of riders
either, may help each other. Another option that is being
explored could have SNJLRT cars, which are DMU,
operate to Atlantic City. Unlike its Colorado Rail Car
(Continued on page 11)
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counterpart, the Adtranz car is not FRA-compliant with
regards to operating on the same tracks and at the
same time as “railroad” cars and engines. Then there is
the ridership question: the Atlantic City Line currently
carries about 2,600 riders a day, while SNJLRT has a
projected ridership of about 5,700. In comparison,
PATCO’s Hi-Speed Line draws 34,000 each day.
NJ Transit riders can sign up and receive instant transit alerts for delays of 15 or more minutes via either
pager or cell phone, and the service is free. All one has
to do is register at www.njtransit.com. In the near future,
this service will be enhanced by the addition of construction information and travel advisories.
Port Authority Trans-Hudson Corporation
When Exchange Place opened on June 29, PATH
eliminated its Newark/33rd Street and Hoboken/Journal
Square routes and instituted service from Newark and
Hoboken. This is a logical scenario for later this year
when service will be extended to the World Trade Center site. PATH continues to operate the Journal
Square/33rd Street and Hoboken/33rd Street lines. It remains to be seen just how many riders will use the new
lines because of the loss of jobs in lower Manhattan.
Ferry services are being increased to bridge the Hudson. Even with all of the new switches that have been
installed at Exchange Place (March Bulletin), there is a
restriction on which track trains must be on in order to
get to Hoboken. The answer is that the equipment has
to arrive from Newark, be routed to Track E (westbound
track from New York). Trains destined for Newark can
depart from either track. Weekday peak hour service
requires trainsets as follows: NWK/EPL (14), HOB/EPL
(5), JSQ/33 (11), and HOB/33 (6).
My son Marc and I went to Exchange Place on opening day, prior to the March of Dimes IRT fantrip that
used Transit Museum equipment. We found ample supplies of the new Map and Guide, the Timetable, and the
June edition of pathways at all of the stations we visited. Every car we observed also had the new map
cards. PATH had advertised that entrance to Exchange
Place would be free all day, and it was. We exited to
observe crews setting up for the press conference that
would be held later that morning. The Port Authority had
budgeted $544 million to restore service to lower Manhattan, and $160 million was allocated for Exchange
Place. Back in the station, the platforms have been extended so that in the future 10-car car trains can operate there, and practically everything was new — tracks,
ties, rails, etc. The sign that formerly warned Conductors on Hoboken-bound trains not to open the first car of
the train is gone. All of the new signals contain LED
bulbs instead of the traditional incandescent type. At
Pavonia/Newport, the blue wooden boards that had
covered the presently unused platform have been re11

moved in anticipation of its placement into service later
this year.
Amtrak
Another pro-Amtrak article appeared in The New York
Times (June 18), carrying the headline, “Newly Confident Amtrak Showing Signs of Revival.” It reported on
the return of the 25-year-old TLM (track laying machine), which is capable (on a good day) of installing
more than 2,500 concrete ties – there are 2,640 to a
mile. This work was being done south of Wilmington,
Delaware, and when completed, track speeds will increase from 80 to 125 mph for those trains that are permitted to operate at 125 mph. More importantly, this is
the first summer in the last three that Amtrak is not
threatened with bankruptcy, due to some financial aid
from Congress.
Here is an example of the adage (which is loosely
quoted as) – “If you build it, they will come.” Since April
28, when Amtrak increased service on the Springfield
Line from 11 to 16 trips, and cut fares an average 40%,
there has been a 38% increase in ridership. One-way
fares were reduced between $5 and $15, and the prices
of monthly tickets were also cut.
Want another? As of mid-June ridership is up 13% on
Boston-New York Acela trains following the fare rollback
that was also implemented in April.
Metropolitan Area
A study about the restoration of passenger service
between Sullivan County and New York City (via Secaucus Transfer or Hoboken) has been published. Using
existing Norfolk-Southern trackage from Calicoon would
produce minimal ridership (estimated at 9,000 annually), at a cost of $92 million. But, putting the tracks
where the ridership numbers improve (96,000 annually)
could cost $182 million. This latter option is so much
more costly because of the need to purchase old rightsof-way and rebuild roadbeds, bridges, etc. of former
New York, Ontario & Western routes. Two options were
considered: Middletown north to South Fallsburg via
Mamakating and Mountaindale, and from Port Jervis via
Huguenot and Forestburgh to Monticello. The latter
could cost $136 million and, if casino gambling were
ever approved for the area, would bring gamblers closer
to those venues. With an estimated running time of 2½
hours, the best routing would be from South Fallsburg
and you can add another 45 minutes for the Calicoon
route. The last O&W train ran on March 29, 1957.
Adaptive reuse – that’s the term that is employed
when something, e.g. a building, finds a new use other
than for what was originally intended. The New York
Times Real Estate Section (June 22) reported that the
railroad station in Fairfield, Connecticut, which had been
built by the New Haven Railroad in 1914, has been purchased by an art studio to its main location across the
street. According to the Times, passenger service
ended in the 1950s. Knowing that transit reporting by
(Continued on page 12)
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the media is not always accurate, I checked my timetable collection and found a Penn-Central timetable dated
October 26, 1969. Brookfield (MP 72.5) was still served
by Pittsfield trains and is located one station beyond
Danbury (MP 65). I then called member Larry Kiss, who
is quite knowledgeable in these matters, and he told me
that service ran right up to start-up of Amtrak, so the last
day of service was April 30, 1971. Freight service still
runs on the line.
Museums
En route to Gettysburg in June, we stopped in Phillipsburg, New Jersey to see what there was to see at the
New Jersey Rail Heritage Museum. Actually, there was
little to see in the yard, but we found our way to South
Main Street and the recently opened Friends of the New
Jersey Rail Heritage Center, which occupies the former
station which was used by the Central Railroad of NJ
and the Lackawanna. NJ Transit also served this station
until December 30, 1982, after which it cut back service
to High Bridge (Raritan Valley Line), also ending service
to Glen Gardner and Hampton. There are some exhibits
and all of the organizations that make up the “Friends”
have offices to store their memorabilia. As we were
leaving, we ran into member Bob Wasche.
Miscellaneous
The renewal of TEA-21 will not be known as T-3, contrary to what was reported in the April, 2003 Bulletin.
According to Railway Age, this legislation will be
SAFETEA, which stands for Safe, Accountable, Flexible, and Efficient Transportation Equity Act of 2003.
(Thank goodness for acronyms.) Transit officials are
giving mixed reviews to it, because its funding of $247
billion is $128 billion short of what was proposed by the
House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee.
TEA-21 is set to expire on September 30.
Metro Magazine published a listing of the Top 10
Largest Rail Fleets with the following breakdown:
AGENCY
New York
City Transit
Amtrak
Chicago
Transit Authority
MBTA
NJ Transit
Long Island
Rail Road
Metro-North
Railroad
METRA

COMMUTER

HEAVY LIGHT LOCO- OTHER
RAIL
RAIL MOTIVES

RAIL AUTHORITY

CITY

MILES

SUBURB

MONTHLY

NJ Transit

New York

48
27

Princeton Jct.
Metuchen

$274
$203

Metro North

New York

52

Brewster

$272

26

Port Chester

$188

49

Smithtown

$252

25

Hicksville

$192

50

N/A

N/A

Long Island Rail
Road
SEPTA

Philadelphia

MBTA

Boston

MARC

Washington,
DC

METRA

Chicago

Caltrain

6,348

0

0

0

6,348

1,752
0

0
1,190

0
0

436
0

0
28

2,188
1,218

377
844
930

408
0
0

189
45
0

80
148
46

0
0
0

1,054
1,037
976

897

0

0

47

0

944

780

0

0

130

0

910

WMATA

0

892

0

0

0

892

SEPTA

349

345

167

8

0

869

San Francisco

24

Frazer

$163

50

Fitchburg

$169*

26

Lawrence

$145*

49

Brunswick

$164

25

Dorsey

$123

49

Fox Lake

$154

25

Wheaton

$100

49

San Jose

$156

25

Redwood City

$98

* 10% Insurance Deduction (up to $75) per year when 11 out of 12
passes per year are turned into your Insurance Company.

TOTAL

0

New York

Colorado Railcar’s DMU has been touring the United
States. Earlier this year it appeared at APTA conferences in Chicago and San Jose. According to its website, www.coloradorailcar.com, for the rest of the year
the car has been scheduled for Anchorage in August,
Atlanta in September, and Salt Lake City for another
APTA conference in October.
Other Transit Systems
Boston, Massachusetts
The State of Massachusetts’ top environmental official,
Secretary of Environmental Affairs Ellen Roy Herzfelder,
announced that trolleys and only trolleys should be considered in the restoration of the Arborway Line. She
also said that she would not consider buses, even if
they burn natural gas, as an approved substitute. According to the Secretary, “the MBTA is required by law
to restore light rail to this corridor and has been required to do so for over a decade, therefore, I will not
ask the MBTA to explore additional alternatives.” The
MBTA was reviewing the decision. Arborway trolleys last
ran in 1985.
In preparation for the changeover from Amtrak to Massachusetts Bay Commuter Railroad as the operator of
the T’s commuter services, the MBTA announced that
Amtrak would no longer sell MBTA tickets and passes at
South Station, Back Bay, Providence, or Worcester. A
vendor has been signed up for Providence, and at
Worcester, a vendor was being sought. At Back Bay
MBCR will sell tickets from dedicated windows and at
South Station a van was on site for several days at the
(Continued on page 13)
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end of June. Commuters were urged to use Express
Check and Internet sales. Thanks to member Todd
Glickman for these reports.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Route 34 streetcar service was suspended between
40/Baltimore and 61/Baltimore between June 16 and
August 8, for track replacement. SEPTA reported that
the rails being replaced dated from the 1950s, and that
the new rail will be continuous welded rail that is encased in rubber and embedded in concrete. Bus service
is provided.
Cinders reported that SEPTA would not be awarding
the contract for the Silverliner V cars until the fall.
With the completion of the Rail Power Project, member David W. Safford sent copies of Regional Rail timetables, which went into effect on July 7. Several of these
timetables have a dual picture, showing PRR MP-54s at
30th Street Station under the original catenary (on top),
with a photo of Silverliner IVs under the recently installed catenary (below). David wrote that not all preProject service was restored, due to the need to meet
budget restrictions that resulted because of state funding cutbacks. No lines were abandoned, and only one
of the nine stations that were threatened with closures
was closed. That station was Lamokin on the R2/
Marcus Hook/Wilmington Line, and passengers were
advised to use either the Chester Transportation Center
or Highland Avenue stations. Of significant note is the
abandonment of most trackless trolley service, leaving
Snyder Avenue as the only active line. Balancing the
budget will be partially made at the expense of purchasing new trackless trolleys to replace the current 1978
models, which David wrote were considered “poor long
term investments.” A number of bus routes were
dropped.
The following schedule for the Frankford Swing appeared in metro:
July 13 – Arrival and departure locations for several bus
routes are moved.
July 18 – After the evening rush, the SEPTA parking lot
at Pratt and Griscom closes to permit construction staging. A new free parking lot to open near Erie-Torresdale
July 25 – Heavy construction begins at 8 PM. BridgePratt and Margaret-Orthodox become the temporary
east end of the “L.” Buses rerouted to these stations.
Trains operate every five minutes during peak hours,
ten minutes off-peak and weekends
August 4 – 4 AM, the Swing ends, and all service operated to the new Frankford Terminal building
Washington, D.C. area
After an unusually cold spring, summer arrived suddenly, and for the first official commuting week of summer, CSX placed heat restrictions into effect on the
Fredericksburg Line. Commuters were advised to antici13

pate 10-15 minute delays.
While checking VRE’s website – www.vre.org — I
found that one of the leased Amtrak F-40s, V-31, has
been renumbered to V-400.
Charlotte, North Carolina
With approval of a two-year lease of two trolleys from
Little Rock, and an agreement by the City’s Transit
Board to spend $5.8 million to rehabilitate an old trolley
barn, Charlotte is well on its way to having both operable cars and a facility in which to maintain them. This
fall, using the aforementioned cars, plus its own 1927
car, service will resume seven days a week. The trolley
barn, which was built in 1914, will not be operational
until 2005.
Tallahassee, Florida
Governor Jeb Bush signed the 2003-2004 FY $53.5
billion State Budget into law, while at the same time vetoing more than $7 million that had been allocated for
high-speed rail. However, he did approve about $4 million for planning on stations that could be used if the
lines are ever built. Thanks to member Dennis Zaccardi
for the report.
South Florida
July 1 was the effective date that the South Florida
Regional Transportation Authority took over the operations of Tri-Rail, but riders will not notice any changes
for a while. The new board is expected to contain a majority of the present 9-member Tri-Rail Board. Palm
Beach, Broward, and Dade Counties get two appointments each, and the governor gets three. The article in
the Palm Beach Post, which was sent by member Karl
Groh, reported that Governor Bush signed the legislation over the objections of each of the counties, which
must now each come up with $2.67 million by August 1.
In order to get the Governor to sign the bill, the $2 annual fee on automobiles had to be dropped, so it remains to be seen how the politicians will find this
money. On the plus side, RTA will be able to get $350
million in state and federal monies for expansion and
coordination of transit in these three counties.
Kenosha, Wisconsin
Member Gregory Campolo was kind enough to send a
copy of this year’s edition of Kenosha’s Route Map and
Schedule, which was produced on glossy stock. In addition to the aforementioned, there is a page that reads:
MEET THE FLEET. On that page are listed the five (exToronto) cars with the following description of each:
Johnstown (Kenosha) – Orange
Toronto – Purple and Cream
Chicago - Green
Cincinnati – Yellow and Green
Pittsburgh – Red and Cream
Chicago, Illinois
On June 9, METRA broke ground for the new Pingree
Road station in Crystal Lake, which is on the Union Pacific/Northwest (Harvard) Line. The station, which is set
(Continued on page 14)
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to open next year, will have a pair of 820-foot platforms,
a 2,000-square-foot depot, and parking for 400 cars
with the ability to expand to 1,700. Pingree is 41.6 miles
from the Ogilvie (C&NW) Transportation Center in Chicago.
Between June 16 and August 29, METRA has extended its “Family Fares” program to include weekdays.
This will enable up to three children under the age of 12
to travel with a fare-paying adult. Just as a reminder,
METRA also sells a $5 Weekend Pass for unlimited
Saturday and Sunday riding.
During the night of June 22, a fire destroyed the
METRA/IC/CN Rail Bridge near 137th Street in the
Riverdale section, resulting in the suspension of service
south of Kensington. This structure is also used by
METRA Electric trains to reach University Park and by
CN (IC) freight trains. Also forced to detour were Amtrak’s City of New Orleans (#58/59) and Illini
(#391/392). All South Shore trains stopped at 115th
Street/Kensington. NICTD honored METRA tickets, additional service was operated on the Rock Island District, and limited shuttle bus service was added between
METRA Electric’s 147th Street/Sibley Boulevard and
Blue Island stations. The South Chicago and Blue Island routes were not affected. Many CTA and PACE
buses cross-honored METRA Electric rail tickets.
METRA had crews working around the clock so that the
replacement bridge would be in service by July 2, but
work was completed in one week and normal service
was resumed as of 4 AM July 1.
St. Louis, Missouri
Dedication ceremonies were held on Saturday, June
21 to mark Metrolink’s 3.5-mile extension of its St. Clair
County Line from Belleville to the Shiloh-Scott station,
which is adjacent to Scott Air Force Base. Revenue service began on Monday, June 23. The cost of this extension was $75 million, and transit officials are hoping to
secure funding for the final 5.1 miles to MidAmerica Airport. Meanwhile, work continues on the Forest ParkShrewsbury line in Missouri.
Dallas, Texas
Thanks to a report from Karl Groh, we know which
former Tandy PCC has been saved. From the link
(www.mata.org/143pix.htm), it is the Red car that will be
running on the McKinney Avenue Line. “Red” was originally DC Transit 1540 (St. Louis Car Company, June,
1944). Karl wrote that the car would have to be modified
for street level loading, and the air conditioning will be a
welcome. Maybe they will block off the end doors and
make the middle doors the entrance/exit and we will
have something resembling a 21st Century New York
Railways Hedley-Doyle “Hobbleskirt” imitation. Most
remember those cars by their more “affectionate” name,
Broadway Battleships. Perhaps the car can be opera14

tional for its 60th birthday, next June.
Tacoma, Washington
The last wire connection for Tacoma’s LRT was made
at 2 PM on June 17. This marked the completion of construction of Tacoma's light rail system. Link trains are
currently going through a series of system tests and
non-revenue testing will continue until the line opens
this fall.
Portland, Oregon
A test train operated successfully over Tri-Met’s 5.8mile Interstate Line during mid-May. Although construction was reported to be 80% complete, the line is not
set to open until September, 2004. However, it could
open by April. This extension is adding ten stations between the Rose Quarter and Expo Station, via downtown Portland.
San Francisco, California
Member Vincent Reiner was in the San Francisco
area at the time that BART’s extension to San Francisco International Airport opened. He was on Army Reserve duty with the last railroad battalion in the U.S.
Army, and found some time to visit BART SFO. He reported that “the terminal at SFO contains 3 tracks, with
the north and center ones being used to relay trains
from the East Bay. These trains originate on the Dublin
Line, the trains to Millbrae originate at Pittsburg (Purple
Line on the map). The south track is used to relay the
shuttle from Millbrae. Only one 4-car train is used on
this line, on a 24-minute headway. When I was there,
this train carried more passengers than the mainline
trains, due to the longer headway and the amount of
passengers going to connect with CalTrain to south toward San Jose. At Millbrae there are also 3 tracks
which are used as follows: East track for SFO Shuttle,
West track for relaying Pittsburg service exclusively except for rush hours, when the center track is also used.”
Los Angeles, California
LACMTA has awarded a contract to Ansaldobreda for
50 P2550 LRVs for the Gold Line. The contract also
comes with two fifty-car options. Each car in the initial
contract will cost $2.99 million and the price for the first
option cars drops to $2.38 million per copy, and then
rises to $2.39 million for the second option. Delivery of
the first contract should be complete by 2007 when the
East Los Angeles extension opens. Thanks to Railway
Age for the report.
Pasadena, California
A “Family and Friends Day” was held on May 3 for
workers who designed and built the Gold Line. Four
cars were operated along the line to handle the estimated 700 who attended. The line was set to open on
July 26, with ceremonies held one day earlier.
Toronto, Ontario, Canada
GO Transit announced that for the sixth year in a row,
ridership grew on all of its services. Compared to FY
2002, the increase was 1.6 million, or 3.8%, for a total
(Continued on page 18)
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IRT CAR UPDATE
By George Chiasson
A Summer break in the routine is nice, and may I add
highly recommended, but the downside is trying to
catch up on things when you return. Three weeks of not
so tranquil, but very enjoyable “R & R” have been followed by three more weeks of hard labor and now hard
research, resulting in this latest Update. Activity on the
IRT has been typically intense, while on Subdivision “B”
things have been downright tepid. Bombardier is in the
final stages of R-142 deliveries, but the rate of entry for
this new equipment remains slack while acceptance
testing and post-production modification is performed.
As often as the R-142s are entering service, R-62s are
being relayed from their long-time home on 4 to the
West Side’s 3. There they have become more and
more obvious as R-62s are forwarded from there to Corona to replace the last, fading Redbirds. As expected,
the rate of retirement for these stalwarts has roughly
subscribed to their incidence of major failure, and this
has resulted in a rather tight equipment availability for
7 service during the past several weeks. Finally, the R62As have now come to anchor 7, reliably providing
more than two-thirds of one of the system’s most intense schedules and almost all of its off-peak needs. It
appears indeed that, on the Flushing Line, the torch has
been passed with minimal notice or disruption.
R-142s
Through July 14, 2003, Primary R-142s 6946-6950
and 6961-6970, along with Option I R-142s 6981-6985
and Option II R-142s 1211-1235, were delivered. As of
July 14, 2003 Option II R 142s 1171-1180 and 11861195 were placed in service on 4, for a total of 15
trains (150 cars). The 6900s which arrived have been
tested extensively (often mixed with 1100s or 1200s)
but are not yet running in 5 service. As a result there
have been no further movements of 7100s from 5 to
4.
R-62/R-62A Transfers
Through July 14, R-62s 1326-1330, 1331-1335, 13411345, 1381-1385, 1396-1400, and 1411-1415 were
transferred from 4 to 3, for a total of 105. On June 16
R-62A singles 2036-2040 and unitized set 1766-1770
went to the Flushing Line, after which the numerical
procession was discontinued and transfers dictated
more by SMS requirements. As a result, seemingly random, unitized R-62As have been proceeding from
Livonia to Coney Island or 207th Street for considerable
attention before heading to Corona, much like the R62s moving in to replace them. One result of this shift in
strategy is an apparent hold on the further movement of
single-unit R-62As, as things begin to wind down and
decisions near as to which will stay at Jerome for S
42nd Street Shuttle and which will be assigned to fill out
15

the 7 fleet. On June 21, R-62As 1791-1795 and 18461850 were moved over to 7, followed by 1811-1815
and 1881-1885 on July 2. On June 9, Flushingassigned R-62As 1761-1765, 2041, and 2043-2045
(with 1930 added as a transition car) made an encore
appearance on 3, while an 11-car train composed of
1705-1701, 2082, 2150, 2117, 2152, 2069, and 2148
was sighted making its way to and from the E. 180th
Street complex on July 1. This was believed to be related to car washer difficulties which have otherwise
found 7 consists wandering to the Jamaica IND yard
for cleaning several times.
Redbird Notes (The Demise of “Metsie,” the Westinghouse World’s Fairs, and a Bunch of Singles,
Too)
With or without the continued influx of R-62As, Redbirds have been steadily disappearing form the Flushing
Line through the early weeks of summer. To date there
has been no indication that the usual consist cut to 10
cars will take place as the non-air conditioned R-33 single units dwindle, but in the past few summers this
change did not occur until late July or early August. If it
were executed, such a change could only be expected
to accelerate retirement of the Redbirds all the more.
After a long period of incremental retirements going
back to early 2002, the last trains containing Westinghouse World’s Fair R-36s carried passengers on the
morning of July 3, 2003. On one, cars 9435/9434 were
spotted on the Times Square (south) end along with
9612/9613, 9589/9588, 9716/9717, single R-33 9314,
and General Electric R-36s 9561/9560. Unfortunately,
“Metsie” R-36 9394, still adorned with a blue end decal
and one of the lead cars of the Subway Series 2000
Special, was situated mid-consist on its last run, albeit
mated to the Subway Series single unit: 9663/96629749/9748-9690/9691-9394/9395-9327-9590/9591. On
June 10, the first complete trainset of GE-equipped
World’s Fair R-36s was removed from service, with
other substantial withdrawals occurring on June 24,
June 30, July 3, and July 8. The end result is an incredible shrinkage from 176 to 132 for this segment of the
fleet through July 14.
As the number of GE World’s Fairs was rapidly reduced and the Westinghouses vanished, the number of
R-33 single unit cars also contracted to reflect the diminishing need for Redbirds to fill schedules, and as of
July 14 there were just 13 single unit R-33s active on
the Flushing Line. As previously stated, the R-33S fleet
is being turned over for utility duties when no longer
required for passenger service. Conversion to GOH-II
has continued, but at a reduced rate, with only 9318 in
(Continued on page 16)
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207th Street Shop as of July 14. Cars 9315, 9323, and
9338 were completed sometime during June but remain
in the yard there until their final assignments are determined. Also at 207th Street as of July 14 were Westinghouse singles 9334, 9337, and 9344, some of which are
presumably awaiting their turn through the shops before
moving on to their new careers. These were keeping
company with GE singles 9335, 9336, 9342, 9343, and
9345, while Westinghouse car 9340 has found its way
to Concourse Yard. Westinghouse R-33s 9307, 9311,
and 9320 have stayed behind at Corona, but since early
to mid-June have been used solely as “horses” to move
R-62As or Redbirds from 7 elsewhere around the system, most often to Coney Island. 9328-9333 have been
routinely wandering about on Garbage or even Money
Train duties since late May, as have a few of the
“Reserve” Main Line R-33s. 8816/8817 and 9020/9021
were observed on a Concourse Yard Garbage Train
June 24, their ends painted with yellow safety striping
similar to that of the Signal Dolly Redbirds. As events go
forward, we will try to keep tabs on these cars at least
into their initial Work Service duties but in any case, it
appears that for most of the single units, their days of
bridging 11-car trains across Queens have come to an
end.
Redbird Retirements and Restorations
Taken out of service through July 14, 2003 were:
R-33S (Westinghouse): 9307, 9311, 9320, 9337, 9340
off 7
R-33S (General Electric): 9325*, 9335*, 9336*, 9342*,
9343* off 7
R-36: 9394/9395ss, 9422/9423, 9432/9433, 9434/9435,
9472/9473, 9570/9571, 9604/9605, 9606/9607,
9622/9623, 9628/9629, 9632/9633, 9640/9641,
9644/9645, 9660/9661, 9680/9681, 9690/9691,
9692/9693, 9700/9701, 9704/9705, 9722/9723,
9726/9727, 9730/9731, 9736/9737, 9750/9751,
9756/9757, 9758/9759, 9760/9761, 9766/9767 off 7
*=GOH-II
ss=Subway Series 2000
Restored to service through June 6, 2003 were:
R-36: 9634/9635 on 7

Redbird Reefing
After a hiatus of 3½ months, a bargeload of 50 Redbird
bodies sailed from 207th Street on June 27, destined for
Cape May Reef off the coast of southern New Jersey.
The disposition was highlighted in the local and regional
press, including a third New York Times feature on
June 30. Two additional barges are anticipated through
the month of July, with at least three more to follow that
later in the year as the Redbird Reefing program concludes.
Departing on the barge of June 27, 2003 were:
R-29: 8708, 8709
R-33: 8842, 8843, 8924, 8925, 8948, 8949, 9090, 9091,
9094, 9095, 9108, 9109, 9170, 9171, 9218, 9219, 9232,
9233, 9238, 9239, 9240, 9241, 9244, 9245, 9246, 9247,
9254, 9255, 9286, 9287, 9294, 9295, 9300, 9301, 9302,
9303
R-36: 9354, 9355, 9536, 9537, 9570, 9571, 9630,
9631, 9638, 9639, 9704, 9705
Conclusion
As this summary was being readied for distribution,
word came that the last R-142s were en route from
Bombardier’s plant in Plattsburgh, if not already in New
York City. Naturally, we will try to determine the details
of this occurrence and include it in the next Update, but
with such knowledge comes a growing realization that
the end of our long journey through the IRT equipment
changeover is approaching. From a personal standpoint, this requires me to examine exactly where to go
with this undertaking as the latter months of 2003 come
into view and with them the program’s conclusion. No
word or deed of thanks will ever be sufficient for the
marvelous people who have helped to fill these pages
for almost three years, but now is the time to consider
which way to carry things in the future. Quite frankly,
your comments or recommendations in this vein will be
greatly appreciated. As this recent hiatus proved, it
would be all too easy for me to slip away and again
vanish into the world of North American Railroading. On
the other hand, it might be the best tribute of all, to
those chronicling today’s events, and to those who
came before, to continue our mutual enterprise into the
next phase of interest: Subdivision “B”’s R-160.

BMT/IND CAR UPDATE
By George Chiasson
As of June 22, R-68 units 2500-2503 and 2736-2739
were transferred from Coney Island (N, Q, W) to Concourse (B, D). The former had been separated from
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the rest of the initial R-68 group (2500-2724) because it
was equipped with a prototype set of CBTC equipment
brackets beneath.
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Jamaica on April 24, 1937 as shown in the following
table.

IND Extended to Queens 70 Years Ago
(Continued from page 1)

nue to Nassau Avenue
July 1, 1937: E express; GG locals—71st Avenue to
Smith-9th Street at all times

QUEENS BOULEVARD LINE
FARES COLLECTED—FISCAL YEAR ENDED
JUNE 30
YEAR

FARES

YEAR

FARES

1934

9,535,006

1939

65,965,656

1935

15,561,896

1940

73,257,827

1936

19,146,798

1941

81,198,531

1937

28,956,157

1942

91,554,698

1938

55,001,611

1943

101,721,235

YEAR ENDING JUNE 30
STATION
Metropolitan Avenue

1936

1937

1938

668,056

605,773

502,238

Queens Boulevard

727,133

577,220

381,437

Sutphin Boulevard

2,989,023

2,644,162

1,974,373

160th Street

3,218,377

2,604,116

1,802,153

5,790,284

5,391,265

3,292,286

th

168 Street

The number of fares collected peaked at 106,621,770
in 1947, and then decreased after the fare rose to ten
cents.
Fares collected on the BMT Jamaica Line stations that
are near the IND dropped sharply after the IND reached

Rush hour service was curtailed by cutting back Lexington Avenue “L” service from 168th Street to 111th
Street. We do not know the exact date, but we know
that the September, 1937 BMT map listed 111th Street
as the rush hour terminal.
IND riding increased rapidly as a result of the postWorld War II building boom in Forest Hills and Kew Gardens. To increase service, two new tunnels were built —
the 60th Street Tunnel connection and the 63rd Street
Connector.

COURT UPHOLDS MTA FARE AND TOLL INCREASES
On July 15, a five-judge panel from the Appellate Division of New York State Supreme Court overruled Justice Louis B. York’s May 14 decision overturning the
MTA’s fare and toll increases (see June, 2003 Bulletin).
The Straphangers’ Campaign, the Automobile Club of
New York, Transport Workers Union Local 100 President Roger Toussaint, and several elected officials had
challenged the fare increases and a proposal to close
62 station service (ex-token) booths on the grounds that
the notices of public hearing were defective because
they “contained incomplete, inaccurate, or misleading
information, thus stifling public discussion of options for
closing the MTA’s budget gaps other than the fare and
toll increases and token booth closings ultimately implemented by the MTA Board.” Among the problems the
petitioners had with the public notices was a $2.8 billion
deficit cited by the MTA, which the petitioners (backed
by reports from State Comptroller Alan Hevesi and City
Comptroller William Thompson) claimed the MTA had
manufactured by moving funds among fiscal years.
In its ruling, the Appellate Division found that, while
the MTA could have been clearer in stating its fiscal position, it complied with the letter of the Public Authorities
Law in the way the notices were written. It found that
the projected deficit cited in the Hevesi report ($2.6 billion) was not very far off the MTA’s $2.8 billion estimate,
and it pointed out that Mr. Hevesi’s report had concluded that fares and tolls would have had to be increased soon after 2003 even if all of the funds had
been allocated as the petitioners wanted. Moreover, it
17

determined that the petitioners’ call for the application of
all of 2002’s available cash balances in 2003 (instead of
both 2003 and 2004) to avoid a fare/toll increase
amounted to interfering with the MTA’s discretionary
policy-making, and that the Public Authorities Law does
not require the MTA to indicate each and every action it
plans to undertake to reduce a deficit in addition to the
fare/toll increases and changes in booth hours it is proposing. Finally, it said that the toll increases in particular
were not subject to court ruling because the MTA has
the absolute right to increase tolls and does not have to
give notice or conduct public hearings before doing so
(although the MTA did include the toll increases in its
hearings). In short, the court said that while the State
Legislature could change the law to force the MTA to
provide more information in future fare increase public
hearing notices, the MTA complied with the law as it is
currently written; that since there are no constitutional
issues at hand, the court cannot strike down the existing law.; that the $2.8 billion deficit initially claimed by
the MTA was not “fiction,” as the petitioners had
charged; and that the MTA was not keeping “two sets of
books,” as the petitioners had also charged.
The Straphangers’ Campaign announced that it intended to appeal the decision; however, since the decision was unanimous, appeal is not automatic and it was
not determined at press time whether the organization
would be allowed to appeal. Meanwhile, MTA Chairman
Peter Kalikow has indicated that he is willing to revisit
the booth closure issue.
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Around New York’s Transit System
Redbird Railroadiana for Sale
A recent New York Times article reveals that NYC
Transit is selling small items salvaged from the
Redbirds before they are scrapped. In the basement of
Building F at the 207th Street Yard, there are barrels full
of pressure gauges, bins of metal hand holds, storm
doors, air horns, roll signs, number plates, and
controllers. Transit officials will not sell a complete car
because of legal concerns about asbestos.
Business is good; more than $20,000 worth of
railroadiana has been sold in the past five months. NYC
Transit does not accept cash, but accepts credit cards
only.
Difficulty Turning F Trains at Avenue X
F trains have been turned at Avenue X since

September 8, 2002 while the Stillwell Avenue station is
being replaced. Because this station was not designed
as a terminal, turning trains is inconvenient. During nonrush hours, F trains relay on southbound Track B1
south of the Avenue X station and yard lead B6. Put-ins
from Coney Island Yard operating on Track B6 pick up
passengers on northbound Track B2 at Avenue X.
When these put-ins operate at frequent intervals, 6:30
to 8:05 AM and 3:55 to 4:51 PM weekdays, southbound
trains from Queens relay on Track B1 in the Avenue X
station to avoid crossing yard lead B6. These trains
accept passengers at Avenue X, then operate via the
middle track, bypassing Avenue U.
There were problems turning the shuttle buses at

Commuter and Transit Notes

were made by the Bulletin staff in the June Bulletin.
Most also realized that the 70th Anniversary should have
been the 80th Anniversary in the headline (already addressed last month). And then I wrote that Metro-North
and Long Island on-board fares were increased so that
they were rounded to the nearest dollar. That was for
full-fare paying passengers – the letter writer, a senior
citizen, wanted you know that Senior fares can involve
amounts including $.25, $.50, etc. In addition, Prague is
the capital of the Czech (not Slovak) Republic. Finally,
there was the typo error regarding the new opening
time for Metrorail – it is of course 7 AM, not 7 PM.
From the History Files
65 Years Ago: In August, 1938, the Philadelphia Rapid
Transit Company placed its first PCCs into service on
Route 53/Wayne Avenue. The PRT would be succeeded by the Philadelphia Transportation Company in
1940 and by SEPTA in 1963, but later PCC models
would remain a part of the roster, even if they were not
used on a daily basis. After being replaced by Kawasaki
LRVs, many were scrapped, but others (the post-war
cars) found new lives with other transit agencies, including San Francisco Muni’s F/Market Street Line, where
they continue to provide base service.
30 Years Ago: On August 7, 1973, with the completion
of a grade crossing elimination project, Amityville,
Copiague, and Lindenhurst on the Long Island Rail
Road became “elevated” stations.
News items and comments concerning this column may be
emailed to NYDnewseditor@aol.com.

(Continued from page 14)

of 44.8 million riders. Contributing to this growth was
the Stouffville Line, where two new stations were
opened last year, and the addition of a sixth train to the
Milton Line.
Prior to the celebration of “Clean Air Day Canada,” the
Toronto Transportation Commission reported that using
Public Transit benefits the air in the following ways:
• A standard bus takes 30 cars off the road
• A CLRV streetcar takes 38 cars off the road
• An ALRV streetcar takes 50 cars off the road
• One subway line equals 26 lanes of highway
• One subway line takes 53,000 automobiles/hour
off the road
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada
O-Train service was suspended from June 7-June 29,
to enable track upgrade work to be done. Substitute bus
service was provided at the usual train fares.
DMZ, Korea
Back in the year 2000, it appeared that the two Koreas were working toward a more peaceful relationship,
and an agreement was concluded to rebuild trackage
so that rail service could resume. Dennis Zaccardi sent
an article from the St. Petersburg Times reporting that
the lines have been reconnected, but there was no
celebration or fanfare. North Korea must still complete 7
miles of track before trains can run. Besides restoring
trade links between the two Koreas, the rail line is also
going to connect with China and Russia.
Corrections
One of our readers caught a couple of errors that
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BMT’S 80TH ANNIVERSARY
On June 15, 1923, the Brooklyn-Manhattan
Transit Corporation (BMT) took over the subway and elevated lines from the Brooklyn
Rapid Transit Company (BRT)’s receiver. We
mentioned this anniversary in the June, 2003
Bulletin, but we were unable to publish the
following story of the reorganization because
of the lack of space.
The company, which was in receivership
since December 31, 1918, was able to develop a reorganization plan and become solvent five years later.
An auction was held on May 21, 1923, because the BRT defaulted in payment of interest on the bonds. The sole bidder, the BRT
reorganization committee, bought the BRT’s
property and franchises for $10 million at
foreclosure. Stockholders were assessed $35
a share, which gave the new company $26
million. The first mortgage bonds of the New
York Municipal Railway, worth $58 million,
were sold at auction for $25 million.
On May 25, 1923, the state gave the new
company a charter and the BMT filed articles
of information with the County Clerk. On
June 4, 1923, the Transit Commission approved the reorganization plan and the
merger of the New York Municipal Railway
Company into the New York Consolidated
Railroad Company, whose name was
changed to New York Rapid Transit Corporation. The plan and agreement dated March
15, 1923 was declared operational. The
stockholders were assessed $15 a share,
payable immediately, $10 due June 22, 1923,
and $10 due July 23, 1923. The Transit Commission was required to select three representatives of the public who were not too antagonistic or too friendly to the BMT and who
1

would serve on the Board of Directors.
On June 14, 1923, Receiver Lindley M. Garrison was discharged, W.S. Menden became
the new President and operating chief, and
Gerhard M. Dahl was appointed head of the
Board of Directors and financial chief. Twelve
temporary Directors resigned and 17 new
ones were appointed — eight from Manhattan, eight from Brooklyn, and one from
Queens. The BMT assumed operation of
subway and elevated trains at midnight June
14-15, 1923, but the surface lines were still
under receivership.
At midnight July 14, 1923, the Nassau Electric Railroad Company became the first trolley subsidiary to emerge from receivership.
The Brooklyn, Queens County & Suburban
Railroad Company became solvent at midnight December 21, 1923. At that time, the
Brooklyn Heights Railroad Company and the
Coney Island & Brooklyn Railroad Company
were still in receivership with liabilities of
nearly $3 million.
On September 29, 1919, Judge Mayer ordered the BRT to return 26 trolley lines to the
Brooklyn City Railroad Company and run
them as a separate organization because the
BRT could not pay $696,000 rent. The lines
were returned to their owners on October 19,
1919.
During the 1920s, the remaining trolley subsidiaries were still losing money. To put the
surface lines on a paying basis, Brooklyn City
and the other subsidiaries had to be merged.
After protracted negotiations, a new operating company, Brooklyn & Queens Transit
Corporation, took over both systems on July
1, 1929. This merger paved the way for direct
(Continued on page 18)
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59TH STREET CROSSTOWN LINE
by Bernard Linder
Owners:

STREET CARS
July 18, 1863
October 14, 1892
May 28, 1894
August 6, 1908
January 21, 1913
August 4, 1913
July 7, 1942

Central Park, North & East River Railroad Company
Metropolitan Cross-Town Railway Company
Metropolitan Street Railway Company
Central Park, North & East River Railroad Company
Belt Line Railway Corporation
Third Avenue Railway Company
Third Avenue Transit Corporation

November 10, 1946
December 17, 1956
March 23, 1962

Surface Transportation Corporation
Surface Transit, Incorporated
Manhattan & Bronx Surface Transit Operating Authority

BUSES

Route:

STREET CARS

1863
About 1865
About 1882
March 20, 1898
May 21, 1898
November 10, 1946

Horse cars started operating on 59th Street
East Belt Line cars operated from E. 59th Street and Fifth Avenue via E. 59th Street, First
Avenue, and other streets to South Ferry. West Belt Line cars operated from W. 59th Street
and Fifth Avenue via W. 59th Street, Tenth Avenue, and other streets to South Ferry
East Belt Line cars extended via W. 59th Street and Tenth Avenue to W. 54th Street. West
Belt Line cars cut back to W. 54th Street and Tenth Avenue
Electric cars started operating on 59th Street between Lexington and Tenth Avenues
Electrification extended to First Avenue. We do not know when service was extended to
W. 54th Street and Tenth Avenue. (This portion of the line was not electrified until January
23, 1901)
Buses replaced street cars

BUSES

November 10, 1946
June 4, 1951
September 8, 1963
September 10, 1989

M-103 buses started running on 59th Street between York Avenue and West End Avenue
One-way operation: Westbound from York Avenue via E. 61st Street, Second Avenue, E.
60th Street, and Fifth Avenue to W. 59th Street. Eastbound on E. 59th Street from Fifth Avenue to York Avenue
Extended via West End Avenue to W. 73rd Street and Broadway
Discontinued
3.3456 cents.
On August 12, 1908, there were several disputes between passengers and Conductors because New York
Railways did not delete 59th Street from its transfers.
Four policemen were on duty at each transfer point in
the rush hour.
On October 18, 1908, the company refused Third Avenue’s offer to exchange transfers with its lines because
it would not receive any additional revenue.
On October 30, 1908, the Public Service Commission
ordered 59th Street Conductors to accept Metropolitan
transfers issued to passengers boarding cars between
116th Street and 34th Street, and to allow them to retransfer to another Metropolitan line. Metropolitan would
receive 3¾ cents and Central Park would take 1¼ cent.
Nearly two years later, August 4, 1910, the Public Ser-

INTER-COMPANY TRANSFER PRIVILEGES

Checking the transfers, we find that the 59th Street
Crosstown was designated as line #15. This number
was never displayed on the street cars.
When the 59th Street Crosstown was controlled by the
Metropolitan, it issued transfers to intersecting Metropolitan lines. But the company discontinued transfers to
other companies’ lines when it became independent on
August 6, 1908. Because 13 million of the 20 million
59th Street passengers were transfer passengers, the
Public Service Commission ordered transfer privileges
to other companies’ cars restored by August 24. Transit
officials believed that the Public Service Commission
could not compel two independent roads to exchange
transfers. This order could have been taken to the court.
After transfers were discontinued, receipts dropped $70,
but the average fare increased from 3.2608 cents to

(Continued on page 3)
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fer to Third Avenue’s cars in Manhattan.

(Continued from page 2)

Effective May 31, 1925, night cars were operated by
one man. Starting June 9, 1929, passengers entered
through the front door instead of the rear door and deposited their nickels in a farebox near the Motorman.
The Conductor operated the rear exit door until a
treadle was installed. On June 16, 1929, all cars operating on this line were equipped with treadles and the
Conductor was no longer needed.

ONE-MAN CARS

vice Commission was still trying to enforce its transfer
order. On November 1, 1910, the company accepted
the joint rate. A passenger paying ten cents on a Metropolitan north-south line received a transfer valid on 59th
Street and another Metropolitan north-south line. If the
passenger did not retransfer, the 59th Street Conductor
refunded two cents. The company could not issue the
new joint rate transfers immediately because the printer
was slow printing the transfers. On December 6, 1910,
the company announced that passengers who objected
could ride free. The new inter-company joint rate finally
went into effect at 5 AM December 25, 1910. This joint
rate was discontinued after twelve months because it
was not used to any considerable extent.
The Public Service Commission found that 151 Manhattan transfer points were discontinued and revenues
decreased $813,205 after several companies were
separated from the Metropolitan in 1908. When the
Commission ordered universal transfers in Manhattan,
the companies asked for a rehearing because the order
was unjust and unwarranted. The PSC denied a hearing
on December 13, 1911. A Writ of Certiorari to prevent
the PSC from enforcing this order, dated, January 1,
1912, stated that the order deprived the company of
dominion over its own property by entering into an involuntary partnership with other street railways. Because
there was a doubt that the courts would have upheld the
Commission, it modified the order on October 31, 1912.
New transfer privileges went into effect on November
1, 1912. Passengers riding 59th Street cars could transfer to any north-south line. Passengers on north-south
lines were allowed to transfer to 59th Street cars and
retransfer to the same company’s north-south line.
During the post-war inflation period, the company had
difficulty making a profit. Because the fare was fixed at
five cents, the company attempted to stay solvent by
eliminating inter-company transfer privileges. The company received only 2 cents from each transfer passenger, although it cost 3.96 cents plus ½-cent interest on
borrowed money. On November 25, 1919, a federal
judge allowed the company to discontinue transfers to
New York Railway’s lines. But the company still had to
get permission from the Public Service Commission
because of the agreement on division of fares. On February 28, 1920, the PSC gave the company permission
to discontinue transfers to Madison Avenue cars. On
March 1, Madison Avenue Conductors refused to accept 59th Street transfers. On January 25, 1921, the federal judge signed an order restraining city officials from
seeking to prevent the company from discontinuing
transfers to New York Railways and Second Avenue
Railroad Company lines. Inter-company transfers were
finally discontinued at 5 AM January 30, 1921. 59th
Street passengers were still able to transfer and retrans-

SIGNS
Walter Ench informed us that when one-man operation began, a large metal sign was hung on the dash.
“FRONT ENTRANCE” in black letters on an orange
background was stenciled on the upper ¼ of the sign.
“59 CROSSTOWN” in white letters on a blue background was displayed on the remainder of the sign.
These signs were eventually removed. Similar signs
were hung on the dash whenever a line was converted
to one-man operation.
About November, 1929, the side block route signs
were removed. About two months later, the illuminated
front block route signs were also removed. Early in
1930, “59TH STREET CROSSTOWN” in white letters on
a black background was stenciled on the front clerestory glass.
In 1941, a large “X” and the route name were painted
on the dash of 626-645.

ALTERATIONS TO CARS
Many years ago, Walter Ench explained to us that the
cars were originally equipped with a manually-operated
front door sliding into a double-panel wooden pocket
and a two-leaf rear door that folded against the rear
windshield. About 1925, these doors were replaced by
less cumbersome air-operated four-part folding doors.

CAR ASSIGNMENT
Following is an incomplete assignment:
DATE
June 30, 1913

CARS
571-596, 751-770

December 31, 1913
June 30, 1914

751-820

December 31, 1915
June 30, 1916

721-770, 801-850

June 30, 1917
June 30, 1918
December 31, 1918

711, 712, 801-850

We were able to compile a complete assignment for
the 1933-1946 period:
DATE

CARS

June, 1933-April, 1939

819-838

May, 1939-November, 1946

626-645
(Continued on page 4)
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alongside a new bus at the Hotel Plaza, W. 59th Street
and Fifth Avenue. Acting Mayor Vincent R. Impelliteri,
Borough President Rogers, and company officials were
present when a floral wreath was placed on the horse
car and a bottle of Champagne was broken against the
side of the bus. After that, the officials attended a luncheon sponsored by Bloomingdale’s in the Hotel Plaza.

59th Street Crosstown Line
(Continued from page 3)

Two new cars were in service on November 20, 1938.
We observed 194 on the line in January, 1939.

BUS CONVERSION CEREMONY
At 12 noon November 9, 1946, the last full day of
street car operation, a horse-drawn street car pulled up

(Continued on page 5)

KINGSBRIDGE POWER HOUSE
by Thomas J. Blalock
three-phase, 25-cycle alternating current at 6,600 volts.
This power was then distributed to substations, which
converted it into lower voltage direct current for actual
traction use.
The power house was equipped with WestinghouseCorliss steam engines, which drove the 3,500-kilowatt
alternators (a.c. generators). It was designed to house
sixteen of these engine units, totaling 100,000 hp
(maximum).
In 1912, the Kingsbridge Power House was leased
from the Third Avenue Railroad Company by the New
York Edison Company (which eventually became the
present-day Consolidated Edison Company). In 1940, it
was still in operation, apparently with some of the original engines and generators.
In 1913, New York Edison installed four high-voltage
a.c. tie feeders, which connected Kingsbridge to its Waterside Generating Station, located on First Avenue between E. 38th and E. 40th Streets in Manhattan. A 1932
revision on an old system drawing found at the Waterside Station still made reference to a “Kingsbridge”
feeder.
Thus, it appears that the Kingsbridge Power House
continued to generate power after its original function
(supplying the Third Avenue Railroad) had ceased. The
building was, however, derelict by the early 1940s, and
eventually was demolished.

The Kingsbridge Power House, which provided traction power for the Third Avenue Railroad, was located at
W. 216th Street and Ninth Avenue in Upper Manhattan
(apparently, this was the location of the very early
“King’s Bridge” between Manhattan and the Bronx). The
planning for it began in 1898, and the power house was
completed by 1904. This station replaced an earlier
“Kingsbridge Road” power house, which was built on
that site but never actually put into operation!
The Third Avenue Railroad was a surface line that
originally used horses for motive power. Later, it was
equipped with mechanical cables in underground conduits (just like the famous San Francisco street cars).
When it was electrified, some of these existing conduits
were used for the electrical conductors.
While Kingsbridge was being planned, a temporary
power station was put into operation at W. 129th Street
and Amsterdam Avenue. This contained a total of 3,000
kilowatts of d.c. generation, and it supplemented two of
the early cable drive stations, which were also being
used as temporary sources for d.c. power. One of these
was at E. 65th Street and Third Avenue (4,000 kw), and
the other was located on Bayard Street downtown
(2,000 kw).
The impressive Kingsbridge Power House exterior
was Romanesque in design, with large arched windows
and decorative towers at the corners. It generated

BMT/IND CAR UPDATE
by George Chiasson
to the fleet distributed at East New York, which still contained 14 R-40Ms.
On August 1, R-143s 8205-8212 entered passenger
service on L, raising the number of accepted cars to
208 of the 212 ordered. This remains a prototype train
using Siemens propulsion equipment, and it emits a
distinctive array of sounds during acceleration and deceleration.

Starting on July 22, service on L was to be exclusively
provided by the 200 R-143 cars thus far accepted. Two
8-car sets of R-40M/42s were held on stand-by at Canarsie through the following week at least, and one is
reported to have made a rush hour appearance on July
29. Nevertheless, repeated observation of L since
July 22 has yielded no variation from the 100% R-143
pattern. Through July 31, there were no other changes
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59th Street Crosstown Line
(Continued from page 4)
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TECH TALK
by Jeffrey Erlitz
so), northbound trains bypassed the 103rd and 116th
Street stations for seven weeks from June 2 to July 19.
Starting on July 21, southbound trains started bypassing
these two stations for a scheduled six weeks. Construction on these stations started back on December 30 of
last year and should wrap up by the end of next April.
Schiavone Construction Corporation is still plugging
away on the reconstruction of the Atlantic Avenue complex on the Eastern Parkway, Fourth Avenue, and
Brighton Lines (contract A-35695). The project is now
about 86% complete and should be finished by the end
of next January. The original Contract 2 IRT control
house was reinstalled in its final location back on April
12 with new underpinning. Removal of the temporary
structural underpinning piles and girders continues, as
well as the new track inverts for the IRT.
Over in Jackson Heights, the joint venture of Slattery
Skanska/Gottlieb Skanska is busy on contract A-35794,
the rehab of the 74th Street/Roosevelt Avenue complex.
The temporary booth and reconfigured fare array on the
Flushing Line mezzanine have been in service for several weeks now. Much of the new structural steel for the
expanded Flushing Line mezzanine has now been installed. The mezzanine floor slab was poured in the
new Victor Moore Arcade and new steel was installed
near the corner of Roosevelt Avenue and 74th Street.
CAB Associates is now around three-quarters done
with the rehabilitation of the Delancey Street/Essex
Street station complex. In the past few weeks, the new
platform lighting was finally turned on at Delancey
Street, which really lit the place up. Much of the new tile
work covering the concrete-enclosed platform columns
has now been installed. Most of the new wall tiles have
already been installed and although it is all nice and
shiny, the small “Delancey” name tablets do not even
come close to matching the original Board of Transportation font style. Then again, perhaps they were not intended to match.
Arena Construction Company has been busy over at
Queens Plaza with that station rehabilitation. Contract
A-35826 is now a little more than one-quarter complete.
The new staircases from the platforms to the mezzanine
at the north end of the station are just about complete.
Wall and floor tiling in the mezzanine is underway. The
new platform edge rubbing boards are installed on
Tracks D2, D3, and D4 and the new yellow safety tiles
are installed along Track D4. Installation of new lighting
fixtures in the mezzanine and on the platforms is continuing. As part of this project, three elevators will be
installed, making this station ADA accessible. A third
part to this contract involves the construction of consolidated employee facilities in the mezzanine. Infrastruc-

A lot has been going on around the railroad since my
last column. The West End Line signal job, S-32344,
has now reached beneficial use with the completion of
all remaining work. Between April 12 and May 2, new
signals were placed in service on Tracks D1 and D2
between Bay 50th Street Interlocking and Stillwell Avenue. Between May 12 and May 23, Train Operator push
buttons and automatic route selections were placed in
service at Ninth Avenue (West End Line), 36th Street
and 59th Street (Fourth Avenue Line), and Sixth Avenue
(Sea Beach Line) Interlockings. On June 6, Bay Parkway and Bay 50th Street Interlockings were finally
placed under remote control from the Stillwell Avenue
Master Control Panel in Coney Island Yard Tower. All
that remains to be done on this project are the old
equipment removals and perhaps punch list work.
Over on the Flushing Line, the new Main Street Interlocking was placed in service between May 17 and May
27. The “old” auxiliary control panel at Main Street, a
US&S Style C mini-lever control panel, was removed
from service. This was the first interlocking machine
from contract S-60 of the mid-1950s to be removed
from service. A new Dispatcher’s indication panel was
also placed in service inside the Main Street Dispatcher’s Office.
Bids were opened back on June 5 for contract S32716, the design and furnish contract for Flushing Interlockings-Phase II. This contract was supposed to
include all interlockings from Times Square to 74th
Street but Times Square and First Avenue are being
deferred to a later contract. As this is being written, I do
not know the name of the winning contractor.
Has anyone noticed the latest Arts for Transit installation in the newest R-142 and R-142As? Artist John
Blackford has done a nearly perfect rendition of an R-17
subway car depicted as a hot air balloon carrying a gondola beneath it. Take a close look at it the next time you
are riding on one of these newest subway cars.
Four stations on the IRT Broadway Line are currently
undergoing rehabilitation by Citnalta Construction Corporation. The stations, each under a separate contract,
are as follows:
CONTRACT

STATION
rd

A-35967

103 Street

A-35968

Cathedral Parkway

A-35969

116th Street

A-35970

125th Street

These stations are not having elevators installed as
part of this work. In a fashion similar to the work that
was done on the BMT Broadway Line two years ago (or

(Continued on page 7)
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RESUMPTION OF SUBWAY SERVICE AFTER
THE BLACKOUT OF 2003
The following is the timeline of the resumption of power on the subway and Staten Island Railway on Friday, August 15, 2003 after the power failed around 4:08 PM on Thursday, August 14 over much of the eastern United
States and parts of Canada:
TIME
6:20 AM
8:00 AM
8:01 AM
8:50 AM
8:55 AM
9:17 AM

ACTION
Staten Island Railway service restored
Power restored at 370 Jay Street
Two trains as rail polisher from Rockaway Park to Far Rockaway
Power requested on Astoria Line from Ditmars Boulevard to Lexington Avenue
Power restored from Ditmars Boulevard to Lexington Avenue
System Operator reports power can be restored from 95th Street-Fourth Avenue to south of DeKalb
Avenue on all tracks and from DeKalb Avenue to the Nassau Cut through the Montague Street
Tunnel
System Operator reports it would try to restore power on the Pelham Line from south of Elder Avenue to Pelham Bay Park, including Westchester Yard
Maintenance of Way reports that the Public Safety Commissioner declared an Energy Alert (low
tension power)
It is reported that tracks are okay and power can be restored from south of Elder Avenue to Pelham Bay Park, including Westchester Yard
Con Edison has rolling blackouts affecting all of Staten Island
Staten Island Railway losses a.c. signal power and station lighting from Great Kills to Tottenville
Power restored on Pelham Line from south of Elder Avenue to Pelham Bay Park, including Westchester Yard

9:36 AM
9:39 AM
9:58 AM
10:03 AM
10:33 AM
10:32 AM

(Continued on page 8)

The work that is being done on the Flushing Line between Times Square and Queensboro Plaza is actually
under four separate contracts, as follows:

Tech Talk
(Continued from page 6)

ture/Iron North, Rapid Transit Operations, Signals, StaCONTRACT
WORK
tion Operations, Station Lighting, and the Track Division
C-33223 Elevated structure rehabilitation, Hunters Point Avenue
will all have new space in this station.
to Queensboro Plaza
Another group of stations is undergoing rehabilitation
C-33224 Lead paint removal and repainting of structure, same
limits as above
at the same time on the Jerome Avenue Line. These
C-34810
Replace fire standpipe in Steinway Tubes
stations, each also under a separate contract, are as
follows:
E-33800

CONTRACT

STATION

A-35841

167th Street

A-35842

170th Street

A-35843

Mount Eden Avenue

A-35844

176th Street

New tunnel lighting, Times Square to Hunters Point Avenue

Kiska Construction Corporation is the contractor for
this fairly sizable project, which should finish up by the
end of this year.
Meanwhile, over at Atlantic Avenue on the Canarsie
Line, the project that never ends will hopefully reach
fruition by the time you read this. Over the Labor Day
weekend, the new alignment for northbound Track Q2
(formerly Track P2) should have been placed in service.
For those of you who were counting, the previously
scheduled weekends were: December 12-15, March
28-31, April 4-7, May 23-27, June 6-8, June 13-16, June
20-23, and August 22-25. The first weekend was on
account of the possible transit strike. The next six weekends were cancelled due to inclement weather. The last

In each of these stations, demolition work is proceeding with the removals of platform canopies, asbestos
and lead paint. Some windscreen panels and platform
slabs have also been removed.
Citnalta Construction is also busy on contract A35956, the rehabilitation of the Eastern Parkway station
on the line of the same name. This station will also be
bypassed by trains in one direction for several weeks at
a time, beginning with the northbound platform.
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Resumption of Subway Service After the Blackout of 2003
(Continued from page 7)

10:58 AM
11:22 AM
11:25 AM
11:49 AM
12:28 PM
1:02 PM
1:30 PM
1:34 PM
2:54 PM
3:10 PM
3:15 PM
3:16 PM
3:18 PM
3:56 PM
4:15 PM
4:46 PM
5:04 PM
5:25 PM
5:31 PM
5:41 PM
5:50 PM
5:59 PM
6:00 PM
6:09 PM
6:20 PM
6:30 PM
6:37 PM
6:40 PM
7:28 PM
7:31 PM
7:35 PM
7:46 PM
7:46 PM
7:50 PM

Original 4:07 PM (August 14) 6 Pelham Bay Park/Brooklyn Bridge shopped to Westchester Yard
for car equipment inspection
Original 3:26 PM (August 14) 6 Brooklyn Bridge/Pelham Bay Park moved from E. 177th StreetParkchester to Westchester Yard
Original 4:04 PM (August 14) 6 Pelham Bay Park/Brooklyn Bridge wrong-railed from Zerega Avenue to Westchester Yard
Two trains removed from Pelham Bay Park to Westchester Yard
Water rising on the Pelham Line at Longwood Avenue above the third rail protection board; two
trains in the area on Tracks 2 and 3
All trains between Elder Avenue and Pelham Bay Park removed to Westchester Yard; two trains
ready for service at Pelham Bay Park
All weekend General Orders are cancelled
Three buses at Jamaica Center available for temporary crew quarters
Con Edison restores feeder cables on the Eighth Avenue Line from W. 36th Street (north of 34th
Street) to 207th Street including 207th Street Yard and Church Avenue to York Street on the Prospect Park and Sixth Avenue Lines
System Operator reports power can be restored to third rail in three sections: Lexington Avenue
Line from Borough Hall to north of Brooklyn Bridge, Clark Street Line from Borough Hall to Chambers Street, and Eastern Parkway Line from Borough Hall to Pennsylvania Avenue
Feeder cable 9B restored, covering all tracks at Hammels Wye
Power able to be restored on the Broadway-Jamaica Line from Jamaica Center to Marcy Avenue
and on the Canarsie Line from Rockaway Parkway to Bedford Avenue
Dispatcher at Flatbush Avenue reports water condition on both tracks up to the protection board
A.C. signal power restored on Seventh Avenue Line
System Operator reports power can be restored from 95th Street-Fourth Avenue to south of DeKalb
Avenue on all tracks
Power restored from 95th Street-Fourth Avenue to south of DeKalb Avenue on all tracks
Full service resumed on Staten Island Railway
System Operator reports power can be restored from E. 180th Street to Dyre Avenue
Power restored from E. 180th Street to Dyre Avenue
Power restored from High Street to Hammels Wye
Power restored from DeKalb Avenue to Union Street on all tracks
Power restored from Nassau Cut to DeKalb Avenue through the Montague Street Tunnel
Power restored from W. 97th Street (north of 96th Street) to 241st Street on all tracks, including
Lenox Avenue Yard, Unionport Yard, and 239th Street Yard
Water condition at Newkirk Avenue (Nostrand Avenue Line), four feet deep
Power restored on Canarsie Line from Rockaway Parkway to Bedford Avenue, including Canarsie
Yard
Power restored on 42nd Street Shuttle from Grand Central to Times Square on all tracks
Power restored on Seventh Avenue and (IRT) Broadway Lines from Chambers Street to 242nd
Street
Power restored from Metropolitan Avenue to Broadway-Myrtle Ave on both tracks, including Fresh
Pond Yard
Power restored on the Flushing Line from Main Street to Times Square, including Corona Yard
System Operator reports power can be restored on the Concourse Line from 145th Street to 205th
Street, including Concourse Yard
Power restored on the Concourse Line from 145th Street to 205th Street, including Concourse Yard
System Operator reports power can be restored on the Sea Beach Line from 59th Street to 86th
Street on all tracks
System Operator reports a.c. power for signals can be restored on the Lexington Avenue Line from
Grand Central to 96th Street on all tracks
System Operator reports power can be restored on the Lexington Avenue Line from E. 40th Street
(south of Grand Central) to E. 126th Street (north of 125th Street) on all tracks
8
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Commuter and Transit Notes

raised as of July 1, 2003.
On Sunday August 3, the pantograph of Train #6526
(12:07 PM Grand Central Terminal/New Haven) got tangled in the catenary on Track 4, east of Woodmont,
which is four miles east of Devon, also causing damage
to the wires on adjacent Track 2. With Track 1 out of
service for track/catenary work, the railroad was shut
down. Amtrak 464 was sent to rescue the passengers.
Metro-North later placed a Shore Line East train into
service as a shuttle between New Haven and Milford,
even the “Waterbury Bomb” was deadheaded to New
Haven and put into shuttle service. Meanwhile, Amtrak
trains began piling up in New Haven, with all station
tracks eventually filled. Train #147 was put on top of
#163, and both were towed west at 6 PM. Needless to
say, many had passengers had their weekend plans
delayed. Everything was cleared up by Tuesday.
Thanks to member Bob Underwood for sending this
report.
MTA Metro-North Railroad (West)
Beginning August 9, weekend service on the Port
Jervis Line was increased from 8 to 14 trains. With this
additional service, the numbering pattern has been altered. Previously, Saturday trains were in the 70-series,
and Sunday trains carried 80-series numbers, now
Trains #70/82 go to Hoboken and #71/83 go to Port
Jervis. Meanwhile, on the Pascack Valley Line, the expresses have raised the total number of trains operated
on the line to the highest level in many years (8 inbound, 11 outbound), certainly since the days prior to
World War II.
Metro-North’s August 4 combined Port Jervis and Pascack Valley Lines timetable had a box on the cover informing customers of the Pascack Valley Line express
and the additional weekend service on the Port Jervis
Line.
The first 30 of 65 Comet Vs are now scheduled for
delivery during the last quarter of this year. Because
Buckeye, the truck manufacturer, went out of business,
time was lost in getting another vendor to fabricate the
trucks, and the project suffered a 14-month delay. Remaining cars are set to arrive next spring, with all cars
in service by June, 2004. Two reconditioned F-40s were
to be delivered last month.
Some infrastructure improvements are being funded
by Metro-North (with NJ Transit) on the Main/Bergen
and Pascack Valley Lines. In June, the final design for
the Pascack Valley Passing Sidings project was completed, and construction is expected to begin this December, with completion by December, 2004. At Waldwick (WC), there will be a new track connection and at

Metropolitan Transportation Authority
Editor-In-Chief Bernie Linder saw an article in The
New York Post reporting that beginning in January, the
“City Ticket Plan” that was approved as part of the May
fare hikes would be implemented. Under this plan, for a
six-month trial period, riders would be able to use Long
Island and Metro-North trains on weekends at a cost of
$2.50 each way. Initially it had been proposed that this
fare also be available during weekdays off-peak hours,
but transit officials decided to eliminate that option after
they realized that it “would conflict with rush hour scheduling.”
MTA Metro-North Railroad (East)
In order to increase size of the fleet and accommodate
ridership growth, the following rolling stock plan has
been proposed.
EQUIPMENT
CLASS

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

M-71

0

150

180

220

336

336

336

336

M-3

142

142

142

142

142

142

142

142

M-1

176

106

96

96

48

48

48

48

ACMU

61

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Total Hudson/Harlem 379
EMU (total of above)
Total New Haven
343
EMU
Total EMU Fleet
722

398

418

458

526

526

526

526

342

342

342

342

342

342

342

740

760

800

820

820

820

820

Total Coaches2

245

248

272

287

287

317

317

317

Total Locomotives2

58

51

51

55

55

71

71

71

by Randy Glucksman

Notes:
1. Assumes 156 additional cars; funding required in 2005-2009 Capital Program. Final split and delivery schedule of option 4 needs to be
determined with LIRR.
2. Includes (soon to be former) West of Hudson rolling stock

Specifications are being developed for the remanufacture of 24 Comet-IIs (note 2 above) that are west-ofHudson but will be transferred to east-of-Hudson once
the Comet Vs are operating.
For the future, Metro-North is considering the use of
bi-level coaches instead of single-level coaches for both
east- and west-of-Hudson lines. A clearance study has
been completed, and the conclusion is that the Park
Avenue Tunnel can accommodate such cars with minor
modifications.
Just as Metro-North did for its Hudson and Harlem
Lines riders, a “Tickets and Fares” brochure was produced for the New Haven Line. Connecticut fares were

(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued from page 9)

Ridgewood Junction (WJ), two additional crossovers
will be installed that will enable parallel train moves.
During April, ATC (Automatic Train Control) was placed
into service on the Main Line, and design of the PTS
(Positive Train Stop) portion is almost completed. Construction completion is set for the end of 2004. On the
Pascack Valley Line, PTS installation was completed in
November, 2001, and ATC installation will commence in
the second quarter of 2004, with completion by the
fourth quarter of 2006.
Connecticut Department of Transportation
In a poll made by a New Haven research firm, nearly
half of the 700 who responded said that they would
drive to work more often instead of paying the higher
Metro-North fares that went into effect on July 1. Fortynine per cent would use their cars more frequently,
while 51% would use the trains less often. Thanks to
member David A. Cohen for sending the article from the
New Haven Register.
MTA Long Island Rail Road
One month before the start of the U.S. Open (August
23-September 7), timetables were available. Also issued well in advance of the August 11 schedule
changes were the Shea Stadium/Mets timetables, which
will remain in effect until September 26.
General Order No. 302 went into effect at 12:01 AM,
August 11, and new timetables were issued. They will
remain in effect until September 26, except the Port
Washington, which will change two days later. Changes
include a new morning peak train (#799) at 6:21 AM on
the Hempstead Branch, which eliminates a 35-minute
gap in service. Bayside riders now have the 7:10 AM
train (from Great Neck) calling there in order to eliminate a 28-minute service gap at that station. Two additional cars were added to this train to increase seating,
and the train will leave Great Neck two minutes earlier
at 7:08 AM. On the Montauk Branch, with the conclusion of a study on running times east of Babylon, it has
been determined that sixty-seven trains will have running time reduced from one to 12 minutes. Fifteen trains
will have increased running time of two to five minutes
and ten trains will be unchanged in running time. A midday track program between Rockville Centre and Wantagh requires that Babylon Branch midday service be
continued as hourly. Work was completed between
Freeport and Amityville. Also, five midday eastbound
and six midday westbound Babylon trains, which had
terminated at Freeport, were canceled. Other minor
schedule adjustments on other trains were made.
Other schedule changes - four westbound morning
express trains that operate through Jamaica without
stopping will have had their running times extended
from one to three minutes. These changes will more
accurately represent the speed restrictions required to
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travel through Jamaica Station's network of tracks and
switches. Midday schedule adjustments were also
made to allow replacement of 23,000 feet of third rail on
the Main Line between Queens Village and the Merillon
Avenue station. With the completion of crossing renewal
and track replacement work on the Oyster Bay Branch,
normal service has been resumed. There were also a
number of adjustments made to the running times of
other trains, and a few cancellations.
A public hearing was held during June in East Northport to introduce proposals for a 16-track storage yard
that is needed to expand service on the Port Jefferson
Branch. Although a specific location has not been identified, two sites in Huntington and four in Smithtown are
under consideration. About three years ago residents in
Greenlawn opposed construction of such a facility in
their community. The LIRR has started the environmental review process (DEIS), which will lead to issuance of an impact statement. Three trains are currently
stored on a siding east of Huntington. Additional trains
are deadheaded from other locations including West
Side Yard in Manhattan. With M-7s coming on line, the
Long Island expects to increase service to the area,
which is growing in population. It was also mentioned
that there could be an extension of the electrification.
Thanks to member Joe Gagne for the article from New
York Newsday, which supported the project in an editorial.
As I passed by Metro-North’s new Highbridge Yard, I
saw a CP freight train with six Long Island M-1s atop
freight cars headed for Mexico.
NJ Transit
The month of July turned out to be a terrible month for
NJ Transit and its riders. Thirteen of nearly 1,200 passengers were injured when two cars of Train #3920
(6:45 AM Trenton) derailed east of the Portal Draw
Bridge. The incident occurred at approximately 7:50 AM
July 14, about 20 miles after the train crew was ordered
to investigate a hot box detector report of overheated
wheels on car 1368. The 12-car train of Arrow IIIs made
an unscheduled stop at Edison so that the crew could
investigate. NJ Transit procedures call for a crewmember to place a 200-degree Tempilstick (special crayon)
to the outside of the roller bearing, and if a liquid smear
results, the temperature is in excess of the allowable
limit. Initially it was believed that a piece of debris punctured the bearing seal, which allowed lubricant to escape and the bearings to heat up. Later the reason
given was that a wheel apparently overheated and fell
off because of an electrical surge. The surge protector
protects the train’s axles and wheels from power
surges. All Arrow III cars were subsequently checked,
and 91 were pulled from service for repairs, resulting in
some Northeast Corridor trains temporarily running with
fewer cars. NJ Transit management investigated how
the crew performed the test, and the next day an(Continued on page 11)
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nounced that all crews would receive training to be able
to detect overheating. Because of the remote location
where the derailment occurred, it took several minutes
for ambulances to reach the site, and a rescue train
from New York Penn Station did not reach the train until
after 10 AM. There were major delays to all Northeast
Corridor service and Midtown Direct services were rerouted to Hoboken. Normal service was resumed
Wednesday morning. One of my coworkers who rode
through the area reported that he was able to see
grooves in some of the concrete ties from north of Swift
Interlocking to the derailment site.
The week before, commuters on the Northeast Corridor and North Jersey Coast Lines were delayed on July
8 and July 11, when trespassers were struck and killed
by NJ Transit Train #3204 and Amtrak Train #2150. On
the in-between days, Montclair-Boonton Line riders endured a breakdown of Train #1052. And the troubles
seem to never end. At about 6:30 PM on July 29, an
Amtrak train’s pantograph caught and dragged down
wires south of the Metropark station, disrupting the
homeward-bound commute for many. Although the exact cause of the incident was not known, President
Warrington believed that it was “obviously Amtrak’s decades-old backlog of deferred maintenance.” Repair
crews worked through the night, and while I was preparing to leave for work the next morning, WCBS-880 reported that passengers were shuttling back and forth
between platforms at Metropark hoping for a train to
New York. When the first NJ Transit train arrived, it was
reported as being over an hour and a half late. Some
passengers complained that there was a lack of information being provided to them. Later that day, in response to this and other complaints over the dismal
service that many riders experienced in July, NJ Transit
announced that it would be equipping its train crews
with bullhorns and to those who do not have them, radios, in an effort to improve communications. Crew size
standards have also been established, under which
there will be one train crewmember for every three cars
on 8-, 10-, and 12-car trains. These recommendations
were assembled by a 22-member task force, which was
made up of both union and management personnel,
who were asked to investigate ways to improve NJ
Transit’s response to emergencies. Emergency drill
training will be provided to train crews and ticket agents
will receive advanced customer service training. There
will also be "Go Teams," consisting of 6-8 employees,
preferably with emergency response experience, who
will be dispatched to the sites of emergencies to help
passengers at the scene. These teams will have wireless phones to be reachable at any time. Some time
later this year, there will be an emergency simulation.
Metro-North and other transit agencies regularly sched11

ule these drills. Thanks to Alan Kramer for sending copies of the Customer Notices.
In connection with the aforementioned, on July 23 NJ
Transit President George D. Warrington announced that
due to these inconveniences those who purchased
monthly July commutation tickets could apply for (mail
in) and receive a 15% reimbursement. NJ Transit anticipates that if all 59,000 customers take advantage of this
offer, it will cost the agency $1.5 million. Forms were
available during the last week of August.
An article in the Star-Ledger reported that since October, 2002, NJ Transit has missed its goal of a 95% OTP
for its trains in every month except for March. At the
same time, the OTP was lower in nine of ten months
when compared to the previous year.
To correct an error in the Morris & Essex Lines June
23 timetables, a pink card was added to the timetables
advising that Train #615 should be Train #311 (8:49 AM
Hoboken/Summit). New timetables were issued as of
August 4 for the Main/Bergen and Pascack Valley
Lines. As was done in the cases of the North Jersey
Coast and M&E, the colors were reversed so that the
covers are white. The effective date in a color band of
the usual timetable colors –yellow for the Main/Bergen
Lines and purple for the Pascack Valley Line. I rode the
Pascack Valley (Metro-North) Express on its first day of
operation. As both tracks were not “swung over”, the
train continued along its regular route after crossing HX
Draw, passing through the now-abandoned Harmon
Cove station, which closed the day before. Ridership
was 158 inbound and 151 for the return trip, not bad
considering that August is generally considered a vacation month and there was little advance publicity. The
consist of this train was (Comet I) 5107-5721-5725 and
GP40PH-2 4109.
As of September 6, Secaucus Transfer is open on
weekends. Weekday service will begin once PATH service is resumed to lower Manhattan. Weekdays, 16 inbound and 15 outbound Bergen County Line trains stop
there. On weekends, there is almost hourly service, as
follows: To Hoboken, Main Line trains stop at Secaucus
at seven minutes after the hour, and Bergen County
Line trains stop at 12 minutes after the hour. For passengers traveling into New York, there are three trains:
Morris & Essex (:20 past the hour), Northeast Corridor
(:24), and North Jersey Coast (:29). Westbound from
New York, again there are three trains: NJCL (:17),
M&E (:20) and NEC (:29). They connect with Bergen
County Line (:31) and Main Line (:36).
With the Board’s approval of a $1.3 billion operating
budget, fares, which last went up on April 1, 2002, will
remain unchanged for FY2004.
On its website (njarp.org) NJ-ARP reported that Monroe County in Pennsylvania had received a $3.15 million grant from the State of Pennsylvania to pay off the
purchase price of 28 miles of the Lackawanna Cutoff.
(Continued on page 12)
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Now according the report, which appeared in the Pocono Record, for the first time in 20 years, the railroad
right-of-way from Monroe County to New York City
(actually Hoboken) is controlled by railroad groups. With
this acquisition, the States of New Jersey and Pennsylvania (Lackawanna and Monroe Counties) can work to
restore passenger and freight service between Hoboken
and Scranton. Pennsylvania officials are targeting 2007
as a startup date, but there is still no operating agreement between the states, and there is a need to secure
some additional millions of dollars.
A brochure was issued on how to use the new ticket
vending machines that were recently installed along the
Main/Bergen and Pascack Valley Lines. On the back
page is a warning that effective October 1, passengers
who board without tickets will be charged a $5 surcharge if the TVM is available or a ticket office is open.
The New York & Greenwood Lake Railway was denied a summary judgment on July 25, that it had sought
against NJ Transit over its claim that NJ Transit had
abandoned the Lower Boonton Line. In his decision,
Superior Court Judge Thomas Olivieri, sitting in Hudson
County, decided that NJ Transit did not abandon its service, since it did not give up rights to operate service on
the 56-mile stretch of railroad it leases from Norfolk
Southern. N-S dismantled one of the two tracks within
the past three months but said it would restore the rail if
needed. The ruling leaves the company with the task of
proving the rail line closing qualifies as a substantial
curtailment of service, which it plans to prove with testimony from commuters affected by the closing and a
railroad transportation expert. This report appeared in
the Star-Ledger. As I rode through the area, I observed
that the track connection to the Boonton Line had been
severed, and a bumper block had been placed to mark
the end of the track. On the embankment where Main/
Bergen/Pascack Valley Line trains continue to operate,
the site where the interlocking had been now contains
concrete ties on tangent track.
Port Authority Trans-Hudson Corporation
Alan Kramer reported that some PA-4s, including 838
and 847, now have red electronic dot signs on the ends
of the cars, which are very bright and can be seen at a
considerable distance. It is expected that the PA-4s will
receive them.
All trains are seven cars due the switch arrangement
at Exchange Place. Hoboken trains arrive on the eastbound track and go to Newark, while Newark trains arrive on the westbound track and depart for Hoboken.
When service resumes to lower Manhattan in November, you can expect to see a return to 8-car Newark
trains.
Metropolitan Area
June 26 marked the 25th anniversary of the date that
12

the Landmarks Law took effect. This law was inspired
by the demolition of Pennsylvania Station, and was held
up in the courts by Penn Central over its plans to build a
skyscraper atop Grand Central Terminal. The article in
The New York Times reported that the U.S. Supreme
Court decision was 6-3 in favor of the Law, and that two
of the dissenting judges, William H. Rehnquist and John
Paul Stevens, are still sitting Justices. “This was the first
time that the High Court had ratified landmarks as an
exercise of the police power analogous to zoning”, according to Leonard J. Koerner, now New York City’s
chief assistant corporation counsel, who argued the
City’s case 25 years ago.
Amtrak
In the December, 2001 Bulletin, we reported that NJ
Transit would take over operation of the Clockers. Apparently one of the first steps has been taken, as a coworker reported that he has been seeing ALP-46s as
the motive power of those trains.
During a July visit to NY Penn, I noticed a handout
that was wrapped around the Empire Service timetable,
which reported on some train changes that went into
effect as of May 19. What the notice said was that
“Amtrak and the CSXT Railroad have been unable to
reach an agreement regarding the schedule for Train
#281 due to issues regarding possible interference with
freight trains.” So, effective May 19, the schedules of
(weekday) trains #251 and #281 were changed so that
each operates one hour later.
Once again, Amtrak operated trains to the New York
State Fair in Syracuse between August 21 and September 1. With the purchase of each adult fare, two children
under the age of 15 could ride for free. Discounted admissions were available to Amtrak passengers.
Miscellaneous
Member Todd Glickman added another footnote to the
"commuting expense" table that was published in the
August Bulletin. “An important point about MBTA
missed by NJ-ARP, and it is correctly noted that one
receives up to a $75 per year rebate on auto insurance
when passes are turned in – that amounts to about $6/
month. But MBTA commuter rail passes include unlimited access to all MBTA-operated subway, bus, streetcar, and trackless lines as well. If this were not the
case, a separately purchased ‘Combo’ pass would cost
an additional $57 per month! Is there any other major
commuter rail operation that includes urban mass transit in its monthly pass fare structure? But wait! There's
more! MBTA pass-holders may take a guest for free on
Sundays. What a deal!”
Other Transit Systems
Boston, Massachusetts
The transition from Amtrak to Massachusetts Bay
Commuter Railroad on July 1 seems to have gone
smoothly, at least from the passengers' perspective.
Other than new logos on their hats and name badges,
(Continued on page 13)
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there is no visible change on the MBTA Commuter Rail
since the new contractor took over. Employees report
that there are a few new "suits" walking around, but
other than that, status quo. At North Station, South Station, and Back Bay, separate ticket windows were set
up for Commuter Rail ticket purchases. Previously, Amtrak employees handled both CR and long distance ticketing. MBCR union employees who are former Amtrak
employees will soon receive their first paycheck, which
includes a $1,000 signing bonus, and a 5% pay increase.
A few other operational details: MBTA trains are no
longer washed at the Amtrak car wash; Readville trains
no longer stop at the "Top of the Hill" to let employees
on/off (a shuttle bus runs hourly from South Station to
Southampton Street Yard); and Amtrak passes are no
longer valid on MBTA trains (and MBCR passes are not
valid on Amtrak trains). So far, Amtrak's dispatching of
MBTA trains on the NEC seems to be business-asusual. Thanks to Todd for this report.
Lowell, Massachusetts
Todd, who is an active member of the Seashore Trolley Museum, sent the following report about the Museum’s project in the City of Lowell. STM and the National Park Service have opened the National Streetcar
Museum in Lowell. Located at 25 Shattuck Street, it is
initially open Thursday through Sunday from 11 AM to 5
PM. This small pilot project will continue until October,
2004 thanks to a $25,000 grant from the Theodore Edson Parker Foundation. Currently, static interpretive displays have been installed at this Museum, which is
staffed by Seashore and other volunteers. In addition,
Seashore's New Orleans 1924 Perley Thomas
"Streetcar Named Desire" 966 is on loan from the Kennebunkport site and provides limited service on Lowell's
existing heritage system managed by NPS, which operates three replica trolleys serving the Lowell National
Historic Park during the tourist season. Together, Seashore, Lowell, and the NPS hope to expand the system
into Lowell Center, and serve key destinations such as
the MBTA Commuter Rail Terminal and the Tsongas
Arena. This, as well as development of an expanded,
permanent
museum
site,
will
require
significant additional funding for which grant applications are being developed.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Member Glenn Rowe forwarded a report that on August 24 15 LRVs were test-operated on the Route 15/
Girard Avenue Line. This was done to ensure that there
would be sufficient power to run the rebuilt PCCs and
also to check out the track work. Brookville Corporation
is rebuilding 18 PCCs, and there is an option for eight
more. Service is to begin some time next year.

Baltimore, Maryland
Members Bob and Judy Matten attended the NRHS
National Convention in Baltimore. Bob sent a package
containing a number of items, including the latest MTA
MD timetables. Apparently, things don’t change frequently because the current Metro timetable is dated
June 30, 2002, and the Light Rail Line was dated January 28, 2001 (replaced on August 31 – see below). A
brochure was published that details all MTA-MD service
to Camden Yards for Oriole games. All-day passes now
sell for $3.50.
As part of the Convention, they were given tours of the
Metro and Light Rail repair shops. Metro operates fourcar trains, and the cars are similar to Miami’s, but Bob
wrote that Baltimore’s cars are clean and have no graffiti, so they look brand new. A visit was made to the Baltimore Streetcar Museum. There were also rail excursions using MARC equipment over the “Dutch Line” of
the Western Maryland Railway via CSX to New Oxford,
Pennsylvania, and a ride on the Stewartstown Railroad
to New Freedom, Pennsylvania.
MTA-MD held a series of hearings during July to discuss its plans for the next phase of the double-tracking
project. This will involve some bus replacements in the
fall and some partial single-tracking. As of August 31,
there is a new route configuration, with trains operating
as follows: Hunt Valley/Camden Yards, Cromwell/North
Avenue, and Penn Station/BWI Airport. Headways are
20 minutes or less. Member Steve Erlitz, who sent this
report, added that although there will be somewhat less
service below Camden Yards and more service above
North Avenue, at least the schedule will be a “memory”
one.
Washington, D.C. area
MARC issued new timetables on July 14, with the last
two Round trips on Camden and last two Brunswick
trips combined. These trains were eliminated due to the
State’s budget deficit. Public hearings were held during
May. Thanks again Steve for sending copies.
When MARC’s six HHP locomotives enter service,
these 8,500-hp locomotives will enable shorter trip
times on the Penn Line. From end to end, look for up to
a five-minute reduction in running time. These electrics
can also pull longer trains.
The transit agency also produced a brochure (in a
folded map style) entitled A Plan for MARC Riders in a
Civil Defense Emergency. Information is provided describing these procedures should it be necessary. Two
maps give details on how to get to stations other than
Union Station.
Mount Dora, Florida
Member Dennis Zaccardi reported that the Mount
Dora Doodlebug would be restarted by the former owners. The operation shut down about six months ago.
There are also plans to operate a Cannonball steam
train with an upscale dining car that will go on a 2-1/2
(Continued on page 14)

13

NEWYORK
YORKDIVISION
DIVISIONBULLETIN
BULLETIN- SEPTEMBER,
OCTOBER, 2000
NEW
2003
Commuter and Transit Notes
(Continued from page 13)

hour trip, while the other will take hour-long journeys
along an eight-mile loop. The “Doodlebug” is actually a
former PSTC Red Arrow “Strafford” 160-series car that
saw service in Keokuk, Iowa before arriving in Florida.
South Florida
While I was visiting my father-in-law, the Sun-Sentinel
reported that Tri-Rail officials are considering a suspension of weekend train service between Lake Worth and
Mangonia Park (11 miles), and running buses. This
would allow the contractor more working time on the
double-tracking project, which is presently scheduled
for completion by March, 2005. With on-time performance down to 70% in June, Tri-Rail is seeking ways to
improve the OTP. Despite the latter, ridership was up
9.1% in June, when compared to June, 2002.
Driving across several of the grade crossings in
Delray Beach, I noted that the second track had been
installed. What was unusual is that at one crossing the
new track is to the east of the existing track, while at the
other, it is to the west. This will require that the tracks be
realigned. Work was also evident at the Delray Beach
station, where the towers that would contain the elevators and also the walkways were being constructed.
When Tri-Rail began operations, they were using the
former SCL station about a mile or so north, but after a
dispute with the owner, a new station was built at the
current location. Well, that station and the area adjoining it are up for sale, but it is unlikely, given the amount
of work that has already been done on building a
northbound platform, etc., that a move will be made.
Friday, July 25 was the final meeting for the Tri-Rail
Board. This month, the new South Florida Regional
Transportation Authority will hold its first meeting.
Plans for a $3 million expansion of Tri-Rail’s northernmost stop, Mangonia Park, may have come to an end
due to a lack of an agreement with boxing promoter
Don King over a long-term lease of some property that
he owns. Tri-Rail requires use of 800 square feet of
property in order to construct an additional track, a pedestrian bridge, and elevator and stairs. The present
lease ends in 2005, and in order to justify the expenditure of such an amount of money, a long-term lease has
been sought. King had planned to convert the Jai Alai
Fronton into a sports arena and entertainment complex,
but now those plans are on hold. Mangonia Park, because of its location, attracts riders from communities
that are further north, and is the second busiest station
in Palm Beach County. Thanks to member Karl Groh for
sending the article from The Palm Beach Post.
New Orleans, Louisiana
An article in The Times-Picayune reported that work
is continuing to restore streetcar service to Canal
Street. The section through Greenwood Cemetery was
supposed to open in June, but RTA officials are now
14

anticipating a fall opening. The most recent delays have
been attributed to the heavy rains caused by Tropical
Storm Bill, which hit the area in July. Thanks to Dennis
Zaccardi for the report.
Denver, Colorado
Transit fares will rise in the “Mile High City” this January 1, following RTD Board approval on July 8. Regular
cash fares go up a dime to $1.25 (local) and by a quarter to $2.75 (express and regional).
Thanks to member Karl Stricker, who sent copies of
RTD’s light rail schedule dated May 11, 2003.
Salt Lake City, Utah
The University Medical Center extension was scheduled to open this month. Until the elevators are completed in about two years, a bus shuttle service to the
medical center will be provided.
Las Vegas, Nevada
The Mattens also traveled to Las Vegas, where Bob
noted that the monorail that links the MGM Grand Hotel
and Bally’s has been closed for refurbishing. This section will become part of the system that will connect with
many of the major hotels.
Switzerland
In July, I accompanied my wife to Switzerland on a
business trip. We spent the first five days in Geneva
(Genève), and the next four days in Zermatt, Luzerne,
and Zϋrich. During the time of our visit, Europe was enduring a heat wave (which we were told had not been
experienced in 136 years) where temperatures were
consistently in the 90s (F). Switzerland’s population is
composed of people who speak German, French, and
Italian – many also speak English. So, respectively, the
government owned railroad is referred to as SBB –
Schweizerische Bundesbahnen/CFF – Chemins de Fer
Fédéraux/FFS – Ferrovie Federali Svizzera. We used
trains to travel between the airports and city centers of
Geneva and Zϋrich, and in all cases, the rides were
aboard electrically powered trains of various types,
ranging from sleek inter-city trains to inter-regional and
bi-level commuter cars. Just one trip was on a set of
non-air-conditioned cars. The fares charged were quite
reasonable. $1 (US) was equal to 1.32 CHF (Swiss
francs). In Geneva the one-way fare from Gare (Station)
Cornivan was CHF 2.20 and a round-trip was CHF 3,
and the ride takes just six minutes! At the Zϋrich (ZRH)
Airport, the ticket agent, in answer to our questions
about the best value for a round-trip fare, told us that it
would be the same as purchasing a Tagescarte (oneday fare card) which would also include local transportation in Zϋrich for CHF 10.80. This ticket is good for a
full 24 hours. There were optional add-ons, which would
permit visits to museums, etc., which we did not require.
A schedule card showed that during most hours, ZRH
Airport is served by up to eight trains per hour.
Smoking regulations in Europe are not as they are in
the U.S., and so there are cars that cater to both smok(Continued on page 15)
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ers and non-smokers. In some cases sections are separated by level (bi-levels) or with a partition in the car
which may be floor-to-ceiling or just to the top of the
door. An honor system is employed, and our tickets
were only checked once, on our final trip to Zϋrich Airport. This is something that you would probably not see
in our country - the inspector held the ice cream pop of
a passenger while the passenger searched through her
purse for her ticket. This same inspector also allowed
us to remain in the vestibule of the first class car for the
approximate ten-minute ride to the airport so we would
not have to drag our luggage through the cars.
Although they were not built that way, Genève’s
streetcar lines for the most part use articulated cars as
the majority have had an additional center section
added. Transports publics genevois is the operator of
the public transit system. There was some new track
construction evident in different parts of the city.
We traveled by motor coach to Täsch, where we left
the coach and transferred to an electrically powered
cogwheel BVZ Zermatt-Bahn for the ten-minute ride to
Zermatt. After checking in at our hotel, we returned to
the railway station, but this time boarded a Gornergratbahn cogwheel (also electrically powered) train at a terminal across the street for the 42-minute ride to the
Gornergrat, where the elevation is 3089 meters, or
10,132 feet. Enroute, spectacular views of the Matterhorn (4477 meters or 14,688 ft) were to be had. There
are parts of the line that are single-tracked, and trains
operate on a minimum 24-minute headway. Four intermediate stops are made.
Until 1930, when the BVZ Zermatt-Bahn, was electrified, steam engines ruled. There were eight such locomotives, and one that was built in 1906 was used for
“Nostalgia” trips several times this summer. Just in case
you are interested, in English, the service was described as “Oldtimer Ride”, while in French – “Voyages
nostalgiques”, and in German – “Nostalgiefahrten.”
Tech Talk
(Continued from page 7)

weekend was cancelled due to complications at the last
minute.
M.A. Angeliades, Incorporated has just started work
on contract C-33238, tunnel rehabilitation and installation of new tunnel lighting from Metropolitan Avenue to
Bedford-Nostrand Avenue on the Crosstown Line. So
far, tunnel lighting brackets and conduits are being installed along southbound Track E1.
New station lighting is being installed at 45th Street,
59th Street, and 95th Street on the Fourth Avenue Line
and at York Street on the Sixth Avenue Line under con15

The next morning we retraced our steps to Täsch,
where our motor coaches were awaiting us for the ride
to Luzerne. Luzerne, not an operator of streetcars, does
operate trolley buses, standard-sized and articulated.
Some of the non-artics have a trailer attached. We
spent one afternoon and evening here, and then rode
the motor coaches to Zϋrich.
In Zϋrich, service is still provided by the same fleet of
streetcars that were operating when I last visited in
1996. The system now goes under the name of ZϋriTram. However, this time I saw a new streetcar (3006),
which is composed of five sections (similar to the Line
14 Météor Line in Paris). Later in the day I got to ride in
car 3003, and I asked the driver about the car. He told
me that there were six. The next day as we were checking out of the hotel, my wife handed me a copy of the
Tagblatt der Stadt Zϋrich, which had a front page article about this new trolley, which is known as the
“Cobra.” Since I really wanted to know what was written
I asked my mother, who is fluent in German, to translate
it. Although many of the words were unfamiliar to her, it
turns out that after a few years of trials, the Cobra has
overcome its teething pains, and next August six will be
delivered, followed by one per month until all 69 are
delivered. There is also an option for eight. While riding
in the other cars, I noticed that there was a plaque in
each, which gave the month and year that the car entered service and below that was the same information
for when (mechanical) changes were made. Genève
and Zϋrich also operate trolley buses, and many are
articulated.
From the History Files
40 Years Ago: On September 30, 1963, the Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority (SEPTA)
assumed responsibility for operations of the Philadelphia Transportation Company.
25 Years Ago: On September 3, 1978, 25 years ago,
Montréal’s Green (#1) Line was extended from Atwater
to Angrignon Park, adding eight stations.
News items and comments concerning this column may be
emailed to NYDnewseditor@aol.com.
tract C-34728. These stations, like those on the Queens
Boulevard and Concourse Lines recently upgraded,
never received full fluorescent lighting in their mezzanines and station entrances, only on their platforms.
The work at 59th Street has been completed while 95th
Street and York Street stations are underway now. D&K
Construction is the contractor for this $5.5 million project and should be finished by the end of next April.
Another station lighting upgrade is being done at
Ralph Avenue and Hoyt-Schermerhorn Streets on the
Fulton Street Line. Volmar Services is doing this work,
which started last September and should also be complete by next April.
Jeff may be contacted via e-mail at jerlitz@pipeline.com.
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IRT CAR UPDATE
By George Chiasson
R-142s
With deliveries of Primary R-142s 6301-6980 completed through the arrival of 6966-6970 on July 1, Option II cars 1236-1250 were all on hand by July 21. Deliveries of all R-142s were completed after a 3½-year
period when Option I cars 6986-6990 became the very
last trainset to be surrendered from Bombardier on July
22, 2003. Through August 7, 2003 Primary R-142s
6891-6895, 6921-6925 and 6931-6935 were introduced
on 5. As of the same date, Option II R-142s 1181-1185
and 1196-1215 were placed in service on 4. In turn,
Option I R-142s 7111-7120 were relocated from 5 to
4 on July 17, joined by 7106-7110 off 5 on July 30.
These moves maintained a quantity of 390 cars on 5,
and brought the total number of R-142s on 4 up to 190
cars or 19 trains. As the number of cars waiting to start
service is reduced, it has become commonplace to see
6900s destined for 5 mixed with 1200s for 4 during
burn-in runs. By August 7, there were 35 cars (7 5-car
sets) proceeding through the acceptance process for 4
and 25, or 5 sets, for 5.
R-62/R-62A Transfers
Through August 7, R-62s 1431-1434, 1438, 15111515, 1566-1570, 1576-1580, and 1591-1595 were
transferred from 4 to 3, for a total of 130. The first is
actually
set
up
as
unitized
set
1431/1432/1433/1434/1438 in the aftermath of the 1991
accident near Union Square that led to the retirement of
R-62s 1435-1437, 1439, and 1440. Reflective of their
great reputation for reliability, the 185 R-62s remaining
at Jerome still seemed to be providing at least half of
the service on 4 into early August, but only about half
of their assigned number was consistently appearing on
3. The parade of single units moving from 3 to 7 resumed on July 23 when 2031-2035 were reassigned,
followed by 2026-2030 on August 4. By contrast, only
unitized set 1866-1870 was relocated to Corona on July
29. Since early July, Corona-based single R-62As 2036,
2037, 2039, and 2041-2044 have been fitted with 2 offside trip devices for transfer moves over Subdivision “B”
to Coney Island, as denoted by a purple diamond near
their number boards. With 255 R-62As at Corona and
operating reliably as of August 7, there is sufficient
equipment on hand to operate some forms of off-peak
service if required.
Redbird Notes
The retirement of GE World’s Fair R-36s continued
unabated during the summer, and with the emergence
of 4-trip R-62As the single unit R-33s were seen with
less frequency moving equipment between Corona and
Coney Island. With the sole exception of 9307, all single
units remaining at Corona were back in regular Flushing
16

Line service through August 7. As of the same date,
there were 16 R-33S cars and 116 World’s Fair R-36s
remaining. This total of 132 cars could yield up to 11 11car trains, but in actual practice, the quantity of Redbirds in 7 road service has been decreasing noticeably, and most days they maintain little more than a token presence outside of rush hours.
The conversion of single-unit R-33s to GOH-II was
suspended after the completion of 9318* in late July,
subject to later continuation based on need. Other recently-converted R-33S are 9334* and 9344*, which
remain at 207th Street, and 9339*, which is now assigned to the 207th Street Signal Dolly along with 9315*,
9323*, and 9336*. These have relieved the eight Main
Line R-33s in use as far back as 2001 (8958/8959,
9018/9019, 9130/9225, 9214/9215), which are being
prepared for reefing. Thanks to member Ray Mercado,
we now have some technical details on World’s Fair R33 single 9337, which for years was a “hybrid” car on
the Flushing Line. About 1981, 9337 was outfitted as
the propulsion test car for the R-62 and (World’s Fair)
GOH contracts. It received a GE SCM I (17KG192AA1)
control group, resistors, and GE master controllers. GE
1257 traction motors also replaced the original WH
1447s, but the original WH gear units were retained.
Again, this throws all previous (detailed) rosters into
disarray, for the common assumption had been that
9337 received GE controllers and grids, which were
fairly obvious by outward appearance, but still had its
original WH Cam control system. As a prototype, 9337*
also differs from its sister R-33S cars recently converted
to GE, which have had a modified or improved version
of GE SCM I control installed (model 17K192AC2 or
AE2). This equipment, as well as the GE grid resistors,
was salvaged from reefed Redbirds and reconditioned
for extended use. The single cars converted to GE control in 2002-03 also retain the GE 1257E1 traction motors and WH gear units that were mounted in the early
1990s to replace the original, tired WH1447C traction
motors. Their Master Controllers have become a hash
of sorts, with both converted GE and unconverted WH
cars also receiving GE controllers from reefed Redbirds, while others still have their own XM579 installations.
Redbird Retirements & Restorations
Taken out of service through August 7, 2003 were:
R-36: 9672/9673, 9682/9683, 9702/9703, 9708/9709,
9746/9747, 9752/9753, 9764/9765, 9768/9769 off 7
Restored to service through August 7, 2003 were:
R-33S: 9311, 9320, 9325* on 7
(Continued on page 17)
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Redbird Reefing
Reefing activity has been brisk during this interval,
highlighted by the disposition of some Redbirds previously delayed for various reasons, as well as the very
last ex-Jerome (4) R 33s on July 15. After withdrawal
of the last R-26/28s in October, 2002, the final eight
cars of that group were held at Concourse Yard for
evaluation and potential acquisition by outside museums. In late June R-26s 7818/7819 and 7846/7847
along with 7938/7939 were finally moved to 207th Street
for reef preparation, leaving only R-28s 7862/7863 at
Concourse, presumably for later preservation. Similarly,
since their removal from 5 service back in February a
small number of Main Line R-33s rested at E. 180th
Street until July 24, when 9026/9027 and 9182/9183
were sent to 207th Street for final disposition.
Recent barges departed for Deep Water Reef, off the
New Jersey coast near Wildwood, and Atlantic City
Reef, 8 miles off Absecon Inlet. Two more shipments of

Redbird bodies are projected for New Jersey DEP by
late 2003, but as of August 7 there were just a dozen
Main Line R-33s awaiting disposition, with the balance
exclusively consisting of World’s Fair R-36s from the
Flushing Line.
Departing on the barge of July 15, 2003 were:
R-33: 8930, 8931, 9104, 9105, 9160, 9161, 9172, 9173,
9234, 9235, 9248, 9249, 9260, 9261, 9266, 9267, 9278,
9279, 9292, 9293
R-36: 9362, 9363, 9398, 9399, 9440, 9441, 9468, 9469,
9526, 9527, 9528, 9529, 9562, 9563, 9580, 9581, 9600,
9601, 9626, 9627, 9664, 9665, 9698, 9699, 9724, 9725,
9728, 9729, 9740, 9741 (50)
Departing on the barge of July 23, 2003 were:
R-26: 7818, 7819, 7846, 7847
R-28: 7938, 7939
R-36: 9394, 9395, 9396, 9397, 9422, 9423, 9432, 9433,
9434, 9435, 9472, 9473, 9606, 9607, 9628, 9629, 9636,
9637, 9640, 9641, 9660, 9661, 9680, 9681, 9690,
9691, 9692, 9693, 9700, 9701, 9726, 9727, 9730, 9731,
9736, 9737, 9750, 9751, 9758, 9759, 9760, 9761, 9766,
9767 (50)

FORMER NEW YORK DIVISION CHAIRMAN “CAP” FIELD
PASSES AWAY
by Charles A. Akins
We regret to inform you that longtime New York Division Chairman Albert “Cap” Field died recently in New
York City at age 86. “Cap” was Chairman for two periods, a long stretch in the 1960s followed by a shorter
period in the 1970s. After finishing his second period as
Chairman, “Cap” no longer was active in the ERA.
Without question Cap was a true Renaissance man,
intensely involved in a wide range of hobbies and other
activities. His nickname “Cap” came about from his long
association with the Civil Air Patrol. He was an inveterate hiker, active in the New York-New Jersey Trail Conference, including a period as its Executive Director.
“Cap” assembled a collection of playing cards, and
taught me that the design on the side of the card with
the suit designation and card number made a playing
card special, not the design on the back of the card. His
collection of playing cards is world class; he donated it
years ago to the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New
York.
“Cap” was also a dedicated nudist, and above all was
devoted to the prints created by the world famous, now
deceased, Spanish artist Salvador Dali.
“Cap” was interested in the works of no other artist,
and was really only interested in Dali’s numbered handdrawn prints, not his oil paintings or sculptures.
“Cap” was a world class expert in telling a Dali print
from a forgery. It was said “Cap” knew a Dali original
better than Dali. I remember waiting in the lobby of the
17

Saint Regis Hotel in New York with “Cap” for Dali’s arrival from Europe — out of a roomful of people waiting for
Dali, “Cap” was the first person Dali greeted with an
embrace.
“Cap” traveled the world authenticating Dali’s works;
Dali was an artist subject to many forgeries on the world
art market. “Cap”’s involvement with the works of Dali
only grew after Dali’s death.
Professionally, “Cap” was a schoolteacher for many
years, and his schoolteacher techniques showed as
New York Division Chairman. His authoritative method
of running a meeting was much more in tune with preVietnam War America than the rebellious periods of the
late 1960s and later. You knew who was in charge when
“Cap” ran a meeting — silence by others was maintained, announcements and participation by others was
kept brief. The style would not work now but was impressive (to me at least) then.
Some people found “Cap” remote and aloof; however,
a review of his life shows he was constantly in the service of other people, either professionally as a teacher
or as a volunteer for the many organizations he participated in. I always found him to be a man of integrity and
honesty, fiercely loyal to his friends and people he admired above all Salvador Dali.
The New York Division and the ERA were fortunate to
have had the benefit of his leadership and service. May
he rest in peace.
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Around New York’s Transit System
Last Vestiges of Queensboro Bridge Trolley
Terminal
The terminal of the Queensboro Bridge trolley cars
that ceased operating on April 7, 1957 was located
underground on the east side of Second Avenue
between E. 59th and E. 60th Streets. The stairways
leading to this underground terminal were covered with
kiosks.
There were originally five kiosks above this terminal,
but there is only one left. Because this kiosk was
involved in three accidents during the last five years,
transportation officials would like to dismantle this kiosk
and assemble it somewhere else.
The 16-foot-by-16-foot kiosk is a white terra-cotta
structure with green ornamental trim. A terra-cotta bay
with an angular shield topped by a leafy garland, a
pilaster decorated with a Greek key motif, and brackets
wrapped in ornamental scrollwork are under an
“Entrance” sign behind a wire screen. Another kiosk
was moved in the 1970s to the entrance of the Brooklyn
Children’s Museum at Brooklyn and St. Marks Avenues.
The remaining three kiosks vanished.
Ventilation of Subway Stations
To reduce the heat and humidity on the following
subway station platforms, fans will be activated by local
supervision at their discretion between 6 AM and 10 PM
from July 1 to September 30, 2003:
• Sutphin Boulevard-Archer Avenue
• Jamaica-Van Wyck
• Parsons Boulevard-Archer Avenue
• 21st Street-Queensbridge
• Roosevelt Island
• Lexington Avenue-63rd Street
• 168 th Street-Broadway (Broadway-Seventh
Avenue Line)
• 181st Street-Broadway
CCTV Failure at OPTO Stations
If the Closed Circuit TV fails at an OPTO station, Train
Operators must adhere to the following procedure until
platform personnel are on duty or the system is
repaired:
The Train Operator must open the doors and notify the
Control Center that the TV is defective. He/she must
make the required announcements and close the doors
after the passengers are clear of the train. The Train
Operator must set the brake valve in full service
position, remove the reverser, and lock the cab. He/she

must open the crew door, stand on the platform, check
the train, re-enter, and check again from the cab
window.
Reflective Insulated Joint Markers
The new reflective insulated joint markers provide
better visibility and are similar to the existing ones.
These markers will be installed on Tracks B1 and B2
from north of Broadway-Lafayette Street to the south
end of the Second Avenue station. This test will
determine whether steel dust and other airborne dust
particles affect the markers’ ability to be seen by Train
Operators.
Astoria Line Extension to LaGuardia Airport
Many cities have direct rail connection between the
downtown area and the airport. In New York City, there
are no direct rail connections to the three major airports,
and there are no plans for extending the Astoria Line to
LaGuardia Airport.
After spending $17 million planning this link, the MTA
decided that it was not as important as the construction
of a downtown Manhattan major hub for commuter lines
and a connection to Kennedy Airport. Other important
projects are the extension of the Long Island Rail Road
to Grand Central, the extension of the Flushing Line to
Manhattan’s far West Side, and the Second Avenue
Subway, all of which have a higher priority than the
LaGuardia Airport extension. Among the plans for this
extension are an elevated structure on 31st Street and
19th Avenue or the Grand Central Parkway, a subway, a
guided busway from the Queensboro Bridge, or the
extension of the Flushing Line from Willets Point
Boulevard. Queens Community Board #1 is opposed to
this project.
Single-Ride MetroCards
The two-dollar single-ride cardboard MetroCards valid
for only two hours are not sold in station booths and can
be bought only at vending machines. In response to
complaints about these flimsy time-limited tickets, NYC
Transit promised to correct this condition, but still has
not solved this problem. Transit officials explained that
these cardboard MetroCards are not designed for longterm use because they are easily damaged and are not
valid if they are creased or folded.
The plastic cards are expensive; single-ride cards cost
only a fraction of a cent, but plastic MetroCards cost 8
cents.
Will New York City Transit solve this problem? We will
keep our readers informed of the latest developments.

BMT’s 80th Anniversary

June 4, 1931. With a unified trolley and bus system, the
company remained solvent during the Depression.

(Continued from page 1)

negotiations for a bus franchise that was awarded on
18

The
Bulletin

NEW YORK DIVISION BULLETIN - DECEMBER, 2003

New York Division, Electric Railroaders’ Association
Vol. 46, No. 12
The Bulletin
Published by the New
York Division, Electric
Railroaders’
Association,
Incorporated, PO Box
3001, New York, New
York 10008-3001.
For general inquiries,
contact
us
at
era@inch.com.
Editorial Staff:
Editor-in-Chief:
Bernard Linder
News Editor:
Randy Glucksman
Contributing Editor:
Jeffrey Erlitz
Production
Manager:
David Ross

©2003 New York
Division, Electric
Railroaders’
Association,
Incorporated

In This Issue:
Fourth Avenue
Subway
...Page 2

December, 2003

MUNICIPAL OPERATION OF
WILLIAMSBURG BRIDGE TROLLEY CARS
BEGAN 80 YEARS AGO
New York City’s Department of Plant and
Structures started operating the Williamsburg
Bridge trolley cars on December 1, 1923 because of a dispute between the BMT and the
city.
In 1920, the BRT notified Plant and Structures that the company would stop running
trolley cars across the bridge if it had to pay
tolls, about $60,000 per annum. The local
bridge service was profitable, but the city got
the profits while the through service operated
at a loss. The city was able to obtain a judgment of $127,661, but it could not find any
assets to levy upon. By not paying tolls for
three years, the company diverted $231,317
in tolls. It carried 40,000 passengers a day
on tracks it did not own and occupied the
Delancey Street underground terminal, which
was city property, and paid nothing for the
privilege.
The city was determined to operate trolley
cars on the bridge. An October 14, 1923
newspaper article revealed that the city had
40 trolley cars valued at $350,000 and two
1,000-kilowatt rotary converters valued at
$150,000. The fare would be three tickets for
a nickel. When the city tried to test its trolley
cars at night, the BMT shut off the power.
A November 22 announcement stated that
the city would start operating its cars on December 1. The BMT decided to discontinue
its bridge service because it was not safe or
practicable for both to operate. The company
was unhappy that it was forced to discontinue bridge service and it displayed posters

1

titled, “Interference with Public Service” in
Brooklyn trolley cars.
On November 26, 1923, Grover Whalen,
the Department of Plant and Structures Commissioner, demanded that the Transit Commission force the BMT to run the cars on the
bridge. The commission replied that it has no
power because the BMT did not have a franchise to operate the cars on the bridge. They
operated under permits from the Department
of Bridges and its successor, the Department
of Plant and Structures. These permits expired June 1, 1920 and were not renewed.
Under the charter, only Whalen could intervene.
The BMT shut off the power when the cars
stopped running at 2 AM December 1, 1923,
after which the cables were cut and spliced
to the cables at the city’s substation under
the Brooklyn side of the bridge.
Rides were free and city officials rode the
first city car, operated by Whalen, at 3:45 AM
Saturday, December 1. When the car returned to Brooklyn, he was the ticket seller.
Whalen claimed that 50 cars were in service
and that 150 cars per hour were operated in
the rush hour. The official tally revealed that
there were only 47 cars in service and only
130 cars per hour were operated in the rush
hour. Four days later, the bridge cars carried
a 200% overload while the total traffic fell by
13,000 passengers. From 5 to 8 PM Monday,
December 3, cars were overloaded 224%,
because the smaller cars held half as many
(Continued on page 4)
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FOURTH AVENUE SUBWAY
by Bernard Linder
CORPORATE HISTORY
June 22, 1915
June 7, 1923
June 1, 1940
June 15, 1953

New York Consolidated Railroad Company (a Brooklyn Rapid Transit Company subsidiary)
New York Rapid Transit Corporation (a Brooklyn-Manhattan Transit Company subsidiary)
Board of Transportation of the City of New York
New York City Transit Authority

OPENING DATES
June 15, 1915

June 22, 1915

January 15, 1916

May 7, 1920
August 1, 1920
June 11, 1924
October 31, 1925
July 16, 1956

A one-car test train operated in the new Fourth Avenue Subway. The President of the BRT
and officials rode this train, which departed from Sixth Avenue (Bay Ridge) at 11:45 AM
and operated via the Manhattan Bridge, arriving at Chambers Street at 1:20 PM and leaving four minutes later. A two-car test train with the BRT’s President and Public Service
Commission officials departed from Chambers Street at 3:28 PM the same day
Passenger trains started operating in the new Fourth Avenue Subway. The first train departed from Coney Island at 12 noon, operating via the Sea Beach Line, Fourth Avenue
Subway local tracks, and the south side of the Manhattan Bridge. Trains terminated at
Chambers Street because the Broadway Subway was under construction
Extended to 86th Street. Express tracks north of 59th Street were placed in service. A special train with officials departed from Chambers Street at 2:10 PM. Regular service began
with the 3 PM train from Chambers Street operating via the southerly Manhattan Bridge
“H” tracks and Fourth Avenue local tracks to 86th Street. There was a pageant at Bay
Ridge High School and a dinner at the Bay Ridge Club
Commissioner Delaney and staff opened the 60th Street Tunnel with girls singing and
marching via the tunnel between Queens and Manhattan
At 2 AM, trains were rerouted via the Montague Street Tunnel, Broadway Subway, and 60th
Street Tunnel to Queensboro Plaza
Lawrence Street station was opened at 12:30 PM. A special train took the committee to
Prospect Park, then to DeKalb Avenue, where they boarded a regular train
Extended to 95th Street at 2 PM
The Myrtle Avenue station was closed
which sold small theater-type tickets were
installed in stations and on trolley cars and
buses. This privilege was discontinued on
July 1, 1952 to help reduce the deficit.
Transfer privileges between the subway
and buses went into effect again on July 4,
1997. Passengers using MetroCards were
allowed to use their cards again on intersecting bus or subway lines within two hours
without paying an additional fare.

TRANSFER PRIVILEGES
Under the Dual Contracts, the BRT was
required to issue transfers from the Fourth
Avenue Subway to southbound Fifth Avenue
and Third Avenue trolley cars at 86th Street.
We know that the BRT started issuing Fifth
Avenue trolley transfers on July 25, 1916, but
we do not know when the company started
issuing Third Avenue transfers. When the
BRT abrogated most transfer privileges between the trolley cars and the elevated lines
at 1 AM October 16, 1919, it continued issuing transfers between the subway and the
trolley at 86th Street. This unusual transfer
privilege was finally discontinued on April 1,
1948.
When the rapid transit fare rose to ten cents
and the surface lines fare was increased to
seven cents on July 1, 1948, the Board of
Transportation tried to pacify the riders by
issuing two-cent transfers valid between rapid
transit and surface lines. Vending machines

THE FIRST D-TYPES
On August 31, 1925, cars 6000-6003
were placed in service on the Fourth Avenue
Local because the BMT needed additional
cars when the line was extended to 95th
Street on October 31, 1925. The next unit,
6004, was delivered on January 27, 1927.
Additional D-Types delivered in 1927 and
1928 provided full service on the Fourth Avenue Local and occasional service on the
Brighton Local until they were transferred to
(Continued on page 3)
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TRANSFERRED TO BMT

(Continued from page 2)

1793-1802

September 5, 1956

the Sea Beach Line on September 22, 1928. They were
never seen again on the Fourth Avenue Local.

1773-1792

September 10-12, 1956

Fourth Avenue Subway

R-1 TO R-9 CARS
When through service started operating from Brooklyn and Manhattan to Astoria on October 17, 1949, R-1
cars 100-102 and 104-200 were transferred from the
IND to the Fourth Avenue Local. Starting February 14,
1951, R-1 cars 201-220 were transferred to this line.
From July 24 to July 27, 1953, 221-241 were also transferred. All cars were returned to the IND between October 9, 1954 and June 23, 1955.
Two years later, the following R-9 cars were in service
on this line:

1768-1772

October 1, 1956

1753-1767

December 19, 1956

1748-1752

October 18, 1957

The cars were returned to the IND between September 2 and September 15, 1958.

R-1 210 leads a train on the Astoria Line.
Bernard Linder collection

A train of R-1 cars at Queensboro Plaza, signed “Astoria via Tunnel.”
Bernard Linder collection

R-1s on the Astoria Line,
location unknown.
Bernard Linder collection
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Williamsburg Bridge Cars
(Continued from page 1)

passengers as the big BMT cars.
PASSENGER TRAFFIC STATISTICS—MUNICIPAL OPERATION
NUMBER OF
PASSENGERS

REVENUE

First 6 hours

20,537

N.A.

First 24 hours

112,956

$2,255.84

First 44 hours

186,721

$4,099.77

CAR
NUMBERS

MANUFACTURER

YEAR
BUILT

TYPE

201-233

Brill

1921

7-window Birney

301-340

Brill

1898

10-window box car

The Staten Island Midland history in the December,
1959 issue of Electric Railroads supplied information
about the 300-series cars. On June 16, 1921, 301-340,
which were bought from the Second Avenue Railroad
Company, arrived in Staten Island and were placed in
service on lines operated by Plant and Structures. Cars
327-340 were transferred to the Williamsburg Bridge
Line on December 1, 1923. During the intervening
years, cars were transferred frequently between Brooklyn and Staten Island. In our album, we found a picture
of 325 on the bridge local. The front ends of these cars
were different from the front ends of most 10-window
box cars, but were similar to the front ends of Third Avenue Railway’s convertibles, with the destination signs in
the middle.
On February 15, 1931, municipal operation was discontinued and the BMT resumed operating the
Nostrand Avenue, Ralph-Rockaway Avenues, Reid Avenue, and Tompkins Avenue cars across the bridge. On
December 1, 1923, Broadway, Franklin Avenue, Grand
Street, Sumner Avenue, and Wilson Avenue cars
ceased operating across the bridge. This service was
never resumed.

Municipal operation was inconvenient. Passengers
were formerly able to take a one-seat ride for several
miles beyond Bridge Plaza and transfer to other lines.
Under municipal operation, transfers were no longer
issued and everybody had to change cars at Bridge
Plaza. Many passengers who formerly rode BMT trolley
cars across the bridge took the train or Third Avenue
trolley cars instead. Trains were overcrowded in nonrush hours; there were 2,000-2,500 more passengers
on the Broadway “L.”

CAR ROSTER
We were able to compile the following incomplete roster:

Department of Plant and Structures 7-window Birney
208 on the Williamsburg Bridge Line.
Bernard Linder collection

Department of Plant and Structures 10window box car 325.
Bernard Linder collection

New York Railways 3 (ex-Department of Plant and Structures 317 for Williamsburg Bridge Line) at W. 60th Street
and Central Park West.
Bernard Linder collection
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at the Union Square station, Lexington Avenue Line.
New platform edge warning strips will be installed. To
conform with ADA requirements, the gap between the
platform edge and the car door sill will be reduced to
less than 2 inches vertically and 4 inches horizontally.
PAINT W EST END STRUCTURE: From Bent 365 south of
24th Avenue to Bent 535 adjacent to Stillwell Avenue,
including Coney Island Creek Bridge and Coney Island
Yard leads.
REPLACE ESCALATORS—34TH STREET-SIXTH AVENUE
STATION: NYC Transit expects to replace 12 escalators
in the 34th Street-Sixth Avenue station with heavy-duty
escalators, 24 to 40 inches wide, featuring up and down
options. The contractor will remove four additional
escalators and replace them with two new stairways.
Additional lighting will be installed above the escalators.
INSTALL SIGNAL EQUIPMENT—FLUSHING LINE: Signal
equipment will be placed in service for rehabilitating the
interlocking areas at Queensboro Plaza, 33rd Street,
and 74th Street. Relay rooms will be constructed.
Correction
In last month’s issue, we provided the numbers of the
cars that had tennis ball decals affixed for the U.S.
Open. However, we made two errors. Cars 9602 and
9697, not 9601 and 9691, had the decals. We thank
member Benjamin W. Schaeffer, who provided the
original information, for following up.

Around New York’s Transit System
(Continued from page 16)

The September, 2003 issue of NYC Transit’s Running
Times newsletter explains that SMEE is an acronym for
Self-lapping Mechanical Electrical Equipment, the
control group and braking systems on the R-10 to R68A cars (except the R-44 and R-46s). This technology,
which featured blended air and dynamic brakes, was
perfected and first installed in the Brooklyn PCC cars
that were placed in service in 1936.
NYC Transit’s Rehabilitation Program
While surfing the Internet, we found a list of proposed
new contracts. The following are of interest to our
readers:
STATION REHABILITATION: NYC Transit would like to
restore three 99-year-old stations — Simpson Street,
Jackson Avenue, and Prospect Avenue. The work will
maintain the stations’ historic elements and comply with
State Historic Preservation Office guidelines. The entire
mezzanine (floors, walls, leaders, and gutters) will be
replaced and wood canopies will be installed over the
platforms and stairways. The 174th Street station, which
was closed for rehabilitation for several months, was
scheduled to reopen on November 24.
REPLACE GAP FILLERS, UNION SQUARE STATION: This
contract provides for the replacement of five gap fillers

KENT AVENUE POWER HOUSE
by Thomas J. Blalock
abandoned.
In 1909, the Kent Avenue Power House contained
eight Westinghouse steam turbine-driven 11,000-volt,
three-phase, 25-cycle generators with a total capacity of
70,000 kilowatts. Soon after this, however, a 20,000kilowatt turbine unit was added, and, in 1915, one of the
original (7,500-kilowatt) turbine units was replaced with
a 30,000-kilowatt unit.
Then, in 1918, an “annex” was built (presumably on
the site of the former “Eastern” station). This addition
contained two 35,000-kilowatt turbine units. A second
enlargement of the station, in 1936, added two 18,750kilowatt units. Thus, the total generating capacity of the
station was then 220,000 kilowatts.
In 1959, the operation of the Kent Avenue Power
House was taken over by the Consolidated Edison
Company. By this time, two high voltage (25-cycle) tie
lines had been installed between Kent Avenue and a
generating station located on E. 14th Street in Manhattan. This was done so as to improve the reliability of the
BMT power system in recognition of the fact that the
equipment at Kent Avenue was aging. By 1981, Kent
Avenue was no longer generating electric power. The
building still stands today, but is vacant.

The Brooklyn Rapid Transit Company (eventually the
BMT) received the power necessary for its 600-volt d.c.
third rail operation from an organization known as the
“Transit Development Company.”
In 1909, this company completed a new power house
in the Williamsburg section of Brooklyn, on Wallabout
Channel. The new “Williamsburg” power house was
built immediately south of the 1893 “Eastern District”
power house. The latter was bounded by Division Avenue on the north and Kent Avenue on the east.
The Eastern District power house contained seven
600-volt d.c. generators, driven by steam engines and
having a total capacity of 11,900 kilowatts. Another earlier power house (the “Central District”) was located
near the Gowanus Canal in Brooklyn, at Third Avenue
and Second Street. It contained two 600-volt d.c. generators as well as six 11,000-volt, three-phase, 25-cycle
alternating current generators. The latter distributed
high voltage a.c. to rotary converter substations, which
provided 600-volt d.c. third rail power. The total generating capacity of this station was 25,000 kilowatts.
The Williamsburg Power House eventually became
known simply as the “Kent Avenue” power station, especially after 1918 when the older “Eastern” station was
5
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TECH TALK
by Jeffrey Erlitz
Contract S-32309-R saw major progress last month.
The new interlocking at Jackson Avenue on the Lenox
Avenue-White Plains Road Line was placed in service
in three phases between November 8 and November
24. The new switches for this interlocking were installed
and some of the existing switches were relocated back
in February (see track diagram below). On the first
weekend (November 8-9) the signals on southbound
local Track 2 were placed in service. During the week of
November 10 and through the following weekend
(November 15-16) the signals on middle Track M, as
well as the switches between Tracks 2 and M, were
placed in service. Lastly, the signals and switches on
northbound Track 3 were placed in service over the
weekend of November 22-23. This interlocking is now
configured to provide moves from all tracks to all tracks,
something that could not be done with the track arrangement at the previous Brook Avenue Interlocking.
With this work done, there is no longer a need for the
interlocking at Freeman Street and this plant will be removed from service in December.
Brook Avenue had its interlocking machine replaced in
the 1970s. As I understand it, a fire damaged or destroyed the older 23-lever US&S Model 14 machine.
Though not part of the original contract, a new relay
room was built at Brook Avenue as additional work under the Jerome Avenue Line signal contract, S-160.
WABCO (US&S Division) equipped this room and it included a Style UR all-relay Maintainer’s control panel
for local control of the interlocking. The Master Tower at
149th Street-Grand Concourse remotely controlled it,
like 138th Street and 167th Street Interlockings. The old
tower, which was located on the south side of the structure, was subsequently torn down. The new interlocking, like the rest of the lower White Plains Road Line, is
furnished with Alstom signal equipment and a Mauell
Maintainer’s control panel.

Still to be done on this contract are the automatic signals between Jackson Avenue and Freeman Street and
the portion of line between Jackson Avenue and 142nd
Street Junction in Manhattan.
Below is a view of the US&S Model 14 interlocking
machine at Freeman Street taken earlier this year.

(Continued on page 13)

Brook Ave/Jackson Ave Interlockings
IRT Lenox Ave-White Plains Road Line
Previous Layout
(Brook Ave)
Jackson Ave

New Layout
(Jackson Ave)
Relocated
2/15-17/03

Prospect Ave

Tk 2
To
3 Ave-149 St

Tk M
Tk 3

Jackson Ave

Prospect Ave
Tk 2

To
Intervale Ave

To
3 Ave-149 St

Removed
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service
10/18/03

Installed
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2/8-10/03
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Commuter and Transit Notes

by Randy Glucksman

The 90th birthday of Grand Central Terminal was celebrated in late October with a five-day event held in Vanderbilt Hall. A 1978 U.S. Supreme Court ruling granted
the building landmark status, and since the 1990s the
building has been undergoing a thorough renovation.
It has been a while since I have updated you on the
Mid-Harlem Third Track project. The contractor has
completed work on one set of retaining walls and installed precast concrete columns for another retaining
wall. Work continues on testing new d.c. switchgear at
Bronxville Substation B-15, as well as electrical work at
Mount Vernon Substation B-13. The Power Department
has completed installation of third rail for the new Track
2 between the Bronxville station and CP 116. Protection
boards and contact rail power bonds were in the process of being of being installed.
Member Rodney Swain corrected his own report in the
October Bulletin regarding the new catenary system
that is being installed along the Connecticut portion of
the New Haven Line. He wrote that while riding to the
October Division meeting, from the front of the train he
saw that between Port Chester and Stamford, crews are
installing a weight-loaded tension system that is similar
to the one installed in New York State. The system he
described, wire pulled to a fixed tension based on the
temperature at the time, was used when the new catenary was installed on the New Canaan Branch several
years ago. He does not know why they were not consistent.
In early October, a ten-year-long project to transfer
control of all towers along the New Haven Line was
completed. Now, all switches and signals are controlled
from 347 Madison Avenue. Thanks to member David A.
Cohen for sending the report from The New Haven
Register.
“Open House” at Croton-Harmon, which was held on
October 18, had to be the best-attended Open House
ever. The lines for the shuttle buses extended to the
south end of the station parking lot and turned north.
One thing that many of us did not know is that while
President Bush was in New York City for the United Nations General Assembly in September, a special
“escape train” was positioned on tracks below the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, ready to carry him away quickly in
the event of a terrorist attack. There is a platform that is
accessible from inside the hotel, next to its parking garage. It was known that President Franklin D. Roosevelt
frequently used this method when he visited New York
City. Thanks to the Delaware Valley Rail Passenger, a
publication of DVARP, for this report from The New
York Post.

Metropolitan Transportation Authority
Nearly six months into the new higher fare structure,
the MTA announced that by January, 2005, it would
need additional revenues (see November issue). The
early word is that the $2 base subway fare would remain untouched, but the cost of purchasing
(discounted) MetroCards, which the majority of bus and
subway riders use, would increase. The deficit for 2005
was stated as $840 million, plus another $2.8 billion in
2005. A commentary in the October 30 edition of amny,
a free newspaper that began distribution during October, reported that the main reason that the MTA is in a
fiscal crunch is because since George Pataki has been
Governor state funding for public transit has been
steadily cut. The MTA has had to rely on borrowing
money, and as of now it owes $17 billion, which will be
paid back over the next 30 years. 14% of the cost of
each ride goes towards debt repayment. In closing, the
columnist wrote that it would be up to the Governor and
the Legislature to come up with new funding.
MTA Metro-North Railroad (East)
Homeward-bound Harlem Line riders were delayed for
what turned out to be a highly unusual reason. On October 30, Train #375 (6:19 Grand Central Terminal/Mount
Vernon West) was halted at Fordham Road while emergency response personnel worked to free the arm of a
passenger from a toilet. It seems that the passenger
had dropped his cell phone into the toilet of car 8371,
and he was unable to get himself free. Even assistance
at Harlem-125th Street to no avail. Three sets of tools,
including the “jaws-of-life,” had to be used to free the
arm of the 41-year-old male passenger and the toilet
compartment was destroyed. Metro-North intimated that
it might go after the individual for compensation, because the rebuilding could run into the thousands of
dollars. Trains were rerouted around the stopped train,
and passengers who missed their bypassed stations
had to go to Mount Vernon West and ride back. His cell
phone was not recovered.
A special timetable was once again issued for the New
York City Marathon®, which was held on November 2.
The train service was as has been provided previously.
Cortlandt, which opened on June 30, 1996, replacing
the Crugers and Montrose stations, is a victim of its own
success. With its 795-space parking lot at capacity, and
permits sold out, there is a waiting list. To help alleviate
this situation, a contract has been awarded to the Allright Corporation, manager of this and other MetroNorth lots, to reconfigure the lot. By the end of this
month, there will be an additional 90 spaces. It is anticipated that by the year 2013, there would be a shortfall
of over 1,100 spaces.

(Continued on page 8)
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near Deer Park. Service was out for more than 11
hours. Eastbound service was resumed in the midafternoon, and westbound in time for Wednesday morning’s trip to work. Passengers were directed to use
other Long Island rail lines, although there was some
limited bus service.
NJ Transit
NJ Transit suffered its third derailment since July,
when at about 7:15 AM October 31, two cars of Train
#3818 (6:30 AM Trenton/New York Penn Station) left the
rails as it was changing tracks ¼ mile south of Rahway.
None of the 700 passengers aboard were injured. The
other eight cars were cut from the derailed cars and
returned to the Metropark station, where passengers
were able to board other trains. Riders were delayed
about 85 minutes. Derailment number one occurred on
July 14, near the Portal Draw, and the other on October
9, when a Dover/New York Penn Station train derailed
as it was entering Penn Station.
The new timetables that were issued on October 26
contained an entirely new cover style, with one or two
symbols for each line. These symbols recognize
“something” about each line. Atlantic City (Lighthouse),
Main/Bergen (Waterwheel and Cattails), Montclair/
Boonton (Eastern Goldfinch), Morris & Essex (Drum
and a racing horse), Northeast Corridor (Dome of Capitol), North Jersey Coast (Sailboat), Pascack Valley
(Pine tree), and Raritan Valley (partial Statue of Liberty).
Line colors were retained. With these timetables, NJ
Transit has changed the format, wherein the weekday
service is now presented on one side, and the weekend
service is on the other. Metro-North uses this style.
Several construction contracts were recently awarded.
At Bay Head Yard, J.H. Reid, under a $10.823 million
contract, will construct a 950-foot pedestal inspection
pit, which is large enough to accommodate an 8-car
train, plus miscellaneous yard improvements. This track
will permit compliance with current FRA regulations regarding inspection and maintenance of braking systems. Along NJ Transit’s rail lines, are 602 undergrade
and 108 overgrade bridges. A contract was awarded to
three firms to perform inspections at 153 of these
bridges. This work is done on a recurring cycle. HX
Draw, over which Bergen County and Pascack Valley
Line trains run, was built in 1912, and the substructure
is in need of repair. IEW Construction will rehabilitate
this bridge, as well as two bridges in Plainfield on the
Raritan Valley Line. These contracts were valued at
$1.841 million and $5.215 million, respectively.
NJ-ARP representatives met with NJ Transit Executive
Director George Warrington and his staff on September
15. What came out of the meeting was published in the
October issue of NJ-ARP’s Newsletter Report. In summary, NJ Transit is interested in through running service
at New York Penn Station, and were exploring possibility that with SEPTA. (Ed. This will become significant in
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In the November Bulletin I reported that the location of
the Highbridge employee stop was at MP 6.6. According
to the Metro-North employee timetable it is MP 6.7. The
station is just 82 feet long!
MTA Metro-North Railroad (West)
Shipment of two remanufactured F-40 locomotives
has been delayed, but they were expected to be delivered by the end of this month.
Metro-North held a groundbreaking ceremony in Nanuet during September for a new parking lot that can
accommodate 225 cars. Parking capacity is also being
increased by 310 spaces at two parking lots at Pearl
River. With Secaucus Transfer set to open this month
on weekdays, the railroad is anticipating increased ridership. On the Port Jervis Line, where ridership has
grown by 55% in the past ten years and is expected to
increase by a similar amount over the next few years,
additional parking has already been added at Tuxedo.
Work is underway at Harriman, Salisbury MillsCornwall, Campbell Hall, Otisville, and Port Jervis.
When complete, the Pascack Valley Line will have
1,255 spaces and the Port Jervis Line 2,310, for a total
of 3,565. While this sounds like a lot, railroad officials
believe that there will still be a shortfall in Orange
County, and they are looking at other options.
Connecticut Department of Transportation
CDOT issued a Shore Line East timetable, which went
into effect on October 27. There are a few minor
changes, a new graphic style, and Train #1674, which
had been a “Bus” under the April 28, 2003 schedules,
appears as a train. Thanks to members David A. Cohen
and Bob Underwood, who sent copies.
MTA Long Island Rail Road
The new timetables that were issued as of October 27
will remain in effect through January 4, 2004 and return
some services that were cut due to various construction
projects that have been completed. These include installation of concrete ties (Port Jefferson), drainage improvement (Port Washington), and switch work
(Westbury). After November 14, tie and surfacing work
moved to between Valley Stream and Rockville Centre.
Over the weekend of November 8-9, buses substituted
for trains between Babylon and Speonk to enable work
to be performed on the Connetquot River Bridge. The
following weekend (November 15-16), there was signal
replacement work between Rockville Centre and Wantagh, with service being provided by shuttle trains/
buses. All timetables read “Happy Thanksgiving” atop a
cornucopia and had a note that special schedules
would be in effect on November 28 and December 26.
An early morning incident involving a New York & Atlantic Railroad freight train disrupted the morning commute for Ronkonkoma riders on November 4. Two cars
of a 35-car train knocked down a 20-foot signal bridge

(Continued on page 9)
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The Southern New Jersey LRT will be named the
River Line, a name that “is reflective” of the towns along
the Delaware River the light rail system will serve.
Revenue service is set to begin on February 15, 2004.
But, beginning January 4, simulated passenger service
will be operated every 30 minutes (the off-peak headway), with the goal of reducing headways to 15 minutes
(the planned peak hour headway).
Port Authority Trans-Hudson Corporation
On October 22, PATH began operating test trains between Exchange Place and the temporary World Trade
Center station, which is at the same location as existed
on 9/11. These test runs were being conducted in order
to check out power, clearances, signals, and communications. Car 800 was given the honor of leading the first
train, while 843 brought up the rear. New York Governor
George Pataki announced on October 30 that service
would resume to the World Trade Center station on
Sunday, November 23. It was also on a Sunday, June
29, that Exchange Place was re-opened. The station did
in fact open on the 23rd, with the last trainset to make it
out of the station on 9/11 becoming the ceremonial first
PATH train back into lower Manhattan.
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the next few years when NJ Transit takes over responsibility for Amtrak’s Clockers, which now originate in
Philadelphia.) One sore point with NJ-ARP and many
others is NJ Transit’s policy of using push/pull trains
rather than EMUs on its electrified track. Mr. Warrington
told NJ-ARP that a “moderate” overhaul was planned
for the Arrow IIIs very soon, and that there are plans for
a more thorough overhaul. Then, on September 24,
George Warrington addressed Morris County Freeholders and told them that he was in favor of electrification
west of Montclair to Dover, and perhaps west of Dover,
so that service could be upgraded and transfers eliminated. There is even interest restoring service on the
Lackawanna Cut-off. On the same day, Art Silber, Chief
of NJ Transit’s Capital Planning, told planners and public officials in Burlington, Mercer, Hunterdon, and Middlesex Counties that the agency supported numerous
rail projects including M-O-M (Middlesex-OceanMonmouth) rail and extension of SNJLRT to the State
Capital in Trenton. Other NJ Transit officials hinted that
when the opening date for SNJLRT is announced, at
the same time its new appellation would be made public.
In the November 2 edition of the (Newark) StarLedger, reporter Joe Malinconico wrote about passengers’ reluctance to occupy the “dreaded” middle seat. In
spite of NJ Transit’s efforts to publicize all of the seating
that has been added recently, the reporter found standees aboard many trains, and empty middle seats. Some
of the standing passengers had reasons why they
would not or could not sit there, such as not wanting to
be jammed in, other commuters not wanting to let you
in, and a perceived “smaller” seat. In reality, using the
Comet Vs as an example, on the two-seat side, each
seat is 33 inches wide, and on the three-seat side, 53
inches wide. This equates to 16.5 inches per seat vs.
17.6 inches, respectively. NJ Transit expects its bi-level
cars to start entering service in 2005, and they will only
The concourse of the temporary World Trade Center station on openhave 2x2 seating.
ing day, November 23, 2003.
On October 22, state Superior Court Judge Thomas P.
John Pappas photograph
Olivieri ruled that NJ Transit must hold one public hearing in order to abandon the portion of the Boonton Line
Shortly before opening day, Newsradio880 reported
that was “abandoned” on September 27, 2002. This that the World Trade Center station would be the first
action was brought by NY and Greenwood Lake Presi- PATH station to accept MetroCards, and by the middle
dent Jim Wilson, who has been unsuccessful in his at- of 2004 all stations are to be capable of accepting them.
tempts to operate passenger service between Benson
Santiago Calatrava, a noted Spanish architect, has
Street (Glen Ridge), Arlington (Kearny), Rowe Street been selected to design the new transit hub at the
(Bloomfield), and Hoboken.
World Trade Center. According to The New York
NJ Transit’s light rail lines also got new timetables, Times. Mr. Calatrava, who lives in Manhattan part of
October 4 for the Newark City Subway and November the time, described the structure as one that would
15 for HBLRT’s extension to 22nd Street in Bayonne. A have “the most universal character” of any at the site.
quick check of the Newark City Subway timetable found There were few details provided, but what is known is
that Sunday service, which had been operating on a 17- that there would be four 10-car platforms in the new
minute headway, is now every 20 minutes.
(Continued on page 10)
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station. The original station had five 10-car tracks. He
also said that he sometimes walks through Grand Central Terminal just for the pleasure of it, and that he would
think “large,” such as on the scale of Grand Central or
the original Pennsylvania Station. Some of Calatrava’s
previous creations are the Orient Station in Lisbon and
the train station at Satolas Airport in Lyon, France.
Amtrak
A new record for carrying passengers was set for FY
2002, when 23.5 million passengers rode Amtrak. This
exceeded by 2.7% the total for FY 2001, which was
23.4 million.
The U.S. Senate approved legislation that would provide Amtrak with $1.34 billion for FY 2004. Unfortunately, the House of Representative’s version of the bill
is for $900 million. The two versions were slated to go
to a conference committee to be settled. The Bush Administration favors the lower amount. If that occurs,
President David Gunn has stated that it would force a
shutdown of the nation’s rail system.
When the clocks reverted to Standard Time on October 26, new timetables were issued but instead of two
separate booklets for the National (Form T-2) and
Northeast Corridor (Form T-3), Amtrak returned to producing a SYSTEM (Form T-1) timetable. System timetables were last issued for October 25, 1992-April 3,
1993. Within its 128 pages are the usual train schedules, plus three pages of sample fares, explanations of
various discounts that are available, and tables that describe the peak and off-peak periods. On page 1, there
is a “Welcome Aboard” letter from Amtrak President &
CEO David L. Gunn.
Museums
A three-way trade among the Branford, Electric City,
and National Capital Trolley Museums was completed in
DATE

OPERATOR

October. This deal involved Branford acquiring Philadelphia Suburban (Red Arrow) center door car 75. Tripper
Editor (and Division member) Jeff Hakner wrote that
further details would appear in the November issue of
that newsletter, and they did.
Since June 28, the Seashore Trolley Museum has
been operating one of its own cars, former New Orleans
Public Service 966, in Lowell, Massachusetts. According to The Dispatch, which is published by STM, 966 is
the first “original generation” streetcar to operate in that
city. Lowell’s cars are replicas, built by GOMACO in
1983 and 1987. The New Orleans Regional Transit Authority assisted in this venture by loaning a pair of Brill
76E-1 trucks, equipped with wide, railroad profile
wheels, which were used by cars on the Riverfront Line
before that line was converted to broad gauge.
Miscellaneous
On September 30, at the eleventh hour, President
Bush approved a bill that extended TEA-21’s authorizarion through February 29, 2004. Under this legislation, the DOT can continue to distribute federal transit
and highway funds. Hopefully before the expiration
date, the Congress will have approved a full-six year
bill. Each house of Congress has its own six-year version of this bill, but there are differences. The House
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee has proposed spending $375 billion, the Senate $311.5 billion,
and President Bush $247 billion.
Over the next few years, Bombardier plans to close at
least six of its European train factories, according to an
article in the South Florida Sun-Sentinel. Thanks to
member Joe Gagne for the report.
2003 In Review
During the early first half of 2003 there were few additions to the nation’s transit systems. However, the number of new services that came on line during the second
half more than made up for it, as can be seen in the
table below.

CITY

LINE

NOTES

May 30

Miami Dade Transit

Miami

Palmetto Extension

One Station – 1.5 miles

June 22

BART

San Francisco

SFO Extension

Four Stations – 8.7 miles

June 24

Bi-State Transit

St. Louis

Scott AFB Extension

One Station – 3.5 miles

June 29

PATH

Jersey City

Exchange Place Re-opens

One Station

July 19

San Pedro Trolley

San Pedro

Port of Los Angeles

Four Stations – 1.5 miles

July 26

Los Angeles County MTA

Pasadena

Pasadena Gold Line

13 Stations – 13.7 miles

August 22

Sound Transit

Tacoma

Tacoma Link

Five Stations – 1.6 miles

September 4

NJ Transit

Secaucus

Secaucus Transfer Station

One Station – Weekends only

September 26

Sacramento RTD

Sacramento

South Line

Seven Stations – 6.3 miles

September 29

TRAX

Salt Lake City

University of Utah Medical Ext.

Three Stations – 1.5 miles

November 15

NJ Transit – HBLRT

Bayonne

Extension to 22 Street

One Station – 0 .6 mile

November 23

PATH

New York

World Trade Center Re-opens

One Station

December 15

NJ Transit

Secaucus

Secaucus Transfer Station

One Station – Daily service
(Continued on page 11)
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Those systems that missed the mark this year were
SNJLRT, Tren Urbano (which was a holdover from
20020, AND New Orleans RTA’s Canal Street Line
(which had been scheduled for June, 2003).
Other Transit Systems
Boston, Massachusetts
New timetables were issued as of October 27, and as
has been done recently included a line that it replaced
the timetable of April 28, 2003. Member Todd Glickman
who sent copies, reported that there were minor
changes on most of the lines. Also, the MBTA operated
its usual extra service to Salem, Massachusetts on Halloween, October 31.
With a goal of equipping a portion of its underground
network to enable use of cell phones by the end of
2004, the “T” is re-advertising its bid for this project. To
reduce costs, the transit agency will also offer use of its
fiber-optic cable. Companies who bid would also be
given the option of including the Orange Line North Station platforms, the Red Line South Station platforms,
and the Orange Line, and commuter rail facilities at the
Back Bay station. They could then expand service in the
future to all 19.5 miles of MBTA tunnels in Boston and
Cambridge. The MBTA envisions awarding a contract to
one company or consortium that would install the wireless gear, then make it available for use by the six carriers serving the market: AT&T Wireless, Cingular, Nextel
Communications, Sprint PCS, T-Mobile, and Verizon
Wireless. Thanks to Todd for this report from The Boston Globe. The company that was awarded the contract last year abandoned the project after failing to convince the aforementioned companies to pay rental
charges, which were deemed to be high.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
New timetables were issued for Market-Frankford and
the Subway/Surface lines (10, 11, 34, and 36) on September 7. The next day, former Red Arrow Routes 100,
101, and 102 got new timetables. SEPTA did not issue
new Regional Rail timetables with the October 26 time
change, opting to continue using those that were issued
on July 6.
On October 16, rebuilt PCC 2320 (ex-2750), now referred to as a PCC-II, was presented to the public, in an
event that was staged on the 12th Street siding adjacent
to Reading Terminal. Member Karl Groh forwarded the
following report, which was written by long-time member Russ Jackson. Russ was able to ride the car back
to Elmwood Depot, and wrote that the trip involved
many miles of track that have no service, much of it on
narrow Philly streets. For those who are interested, the
routing was, 12th to Bainbridge, then up 11th to Girard,
across Girard, out Lancaster to the cutback loop at 54th,
then inbound on Route 10 on Lancaster, across the surface diversion on 40th and 42nd, and then out Woodland
11

and Elmwood over Route 36. The trip took 2 hours 15
minutes and then his return downtown from the depot
on regular trolley Route 36 took 30 minutes. The operation was slow due to many trucks and cars blocking the
tracks, as well as tree branches that had grown under
the wire, but he was able to experience a ride under
various conditions. The air conditioning is nice and
quiet, but he found the Kiepe propulsion system to be
noisy despite the fact that the traction motor is fully enclosed. Brookville’s trucks have a decent riding quality
vertically, and do quite well on the broken joints and
special work, but are not very good for lateral motion.
He suspects that they do not have sufficient lateral
travel allowed for the bolster and the stops are not progressive. The cars’ seats came from retired Volvo
buses, but they now contain new interior linings.
Member David W. Safford sent a few articles from
metro. One such article reported that SEPTA operates
2,802 buses, trains, trolleys, and vans over 204 routes
that serve 218 stations. 31% of the population of the
State of Pennsylvania is served. This equates to 1.1
million passengers every day or 296 million riders each
year. David took SEPTA up on its offer to see 2320, and
wrote that on the outside, the main distinctive feature is
the air conditioning housing. He wrote that takes away
from the original design, but certainly the cool air will be
appreciated. Finally, SEPTA crews have installed another crossover at Neshaminy Falls on the R-3/West
Trenton Line. These crossovers will work in conjunction
with the new ATC signal system that is being installed
between Neshaminy Falls and Woodburne. Another
project on this line will replace all 42 miles of catenary
with new wire. Thus far, 24 miles have been completed.
This year, SEPTA, like NJ Transit and Metro-North,
will be employing a high-pressure washer mounted atop
trucks to clean the tracks of leaves and the oily residue
that causes wheel slippage, and ultimately flat wheels.
Water is discharged at a rate of 5,000 pounds per
square inch.
The PATCO timetable that was in effect in lateOctober was issued on May 12, 2003. This was the first
one in recent history that did not have a “season” attached to it. Prior to this edition, as an example, timetables were issued that read “Winter 2003.”
Apparently there can be a problem when PATCO’s
fare tickets encounter magnets, because a flyer was
issued warning riders to keep their tickets away from all
magnets. Defective tickets may show up as a “Defect
Code” if affected. PATCO advised its riders that if this
occurs, they should try another turnstile/gate. If the card
still does not work, they should use the Call for Aid
phone for assistance. A new fare collection system using “Smart Cards” is planned, but still a while away. So,
in the meantime, the transit agency advises that some
possible “magnet locations” can be found in a purse or
wallet – round closing snaps are magnets, Key Entry
(Continued on page 12)
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Cards, Medical Testing Equipment (X ray, MRI), and
refrigerator magnets. Thanks to member Greg Campolo
for sending copies.
Washington, D.C. area
MARC only issued a new timetable for the Penn and
Camden Lines. Member Steve Erlitz, who sent copies,
reported that there were only minor changes.
Virginia Railway Express issued new timetables on
October 27. Most changes were Amtrak-connected, but
Train #301 now departs Union Station for Fredericksburg five minutes earlier, at 1:00 PM. “S” schedules
were operated on November 11 and November 28, as a
result of VRE deferring a decision on whether to eliminate service on certain holidays (October Bulletin).
October 14 was the date that VRE launched its “Quiet
CarSM trains. This car is located next to the engine
(south end), and initially two AM and two PM trains on
each line were designated to test out this amenity. By
early November, the experiment was declared a success, and beginning November 5, every train had one.
Passengers seated in the Quiet Cars are asked to refrain from cell phone use; keep pagers, cell phones,
laptop and PDA sounds off; and speak only in whispers.
Seating in this car is on a first-come, first-serve basis.
According to Weekly Rail Review, VRE and METRA
have worked out a deal that will send 35 additional surplus gallery cars to Washington, D.C. And because the
cars were acquired with federal funding, VRE only has
to pay $1 for each car, plus shipping. These cars had
been built in the 1970s and rebuilt in the 1990s.
Orlando, Florida
On October 27, 2003, the Florida High Speed Rail Authority selected the Green Way Route as the preferred
route and Fluor-Bombardier as the preferred supplier
for the first segment of the Florida High Speed Rail Network. The proposed route is to start at Orlando International Airport and follow the Central Florida Greene Way
(Expressway) to a stop at Disney World, then continue
East along Interstate 4 to Tampa. Disney objected to the
other proposed route, which would have followed the
Bee Line Expressway with an intermediate stop at the
Orange County Convention Center on International
Drive. Fluor-Bombardier is an alliance between Fluor
Corporation, which is based in Aliso Viejo, California
and Bombardier, which is based in Montréal, Québec,
Canada.
Tampa, Florida
Fluor and Bombardier placed an advertisement in the
Orlando Sentinel to announce that its 150-mph JetTrain
engine would be on display in Orlando between 10 AM
and 2 PM, October 11. This was done to “remind” Floridian’s that this engine has the high-speed technology
for the proposed Tampa-Orlando rail line. Joe Gagne
sent an article from the South Florida Sun-Sentinel
12

reported that more than 1,000 people stopped by to visit
the locomotive. The caption under the picture read that
“powered by a jet engine, the high-speed locomotive is
designed specifically for the American market, avoiding
the need for costly electrification of tracks.” Reminder –
Bombardier also built the Acelas!
In celebration of the TECO Line’s first anniversary, all
rides on October 18 and 19 were free. An advertisement appearing in The Tampa Tribune announced that
the ”1st Birthday Bash” would be held in Centennial
Park, with a cake to feed 1,000. Thanks to Dennis Zaccardi for these reports.
Detroit, Michigan
If you, like me, have never ridden the Motor City’s historic trolley line, it is probably too late. According to an
email from Karl Groh, the city’s fleet of eight trolleys
was to be replaced by rubber-tired versions. Although
the line was but a quarter-mile in length, it carried about
3,000 passengers per year. Operating as “The Downtown Trolley” (formerly the Detroit Citizen’s Railway), it
opened in 1976. The fleet was composed of single-truck
cars: seven from Lisbon, one English double-decker,
and one from Switzerland. There had been some reports that track conditions had been allowed to deteriorate in recent years.
Seattle, Washington
Sound Transit operates two trains to Seattle Seahawks games.
A groundbreaking ceremony was held on November 8
at the future site of the Central Link Maintenance and
Operations Base for the new 14-mile line. The initial
segment will run from Convention Place to South 154th
Place, where shuttle buses will connect to Sea-Tac Airport.
Tacoma, Washington
Beginning October 27, Tacoma Link trolleys began
operating 20 minutes earlier, at 5:40 AM instead of 6
AM.
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada
Over the next five years VIA will receive $700 million
in funding that will be used to purchase new locomotives and cars, improve stations and roadbeds, and preserve the option for a high-speed link in the WindsorToronto-Montréal-Québec City corridor. Thanks to Dennis Zaccardi for sending this report from the St. Petersburg Times.
From the History Files
155 Years Ago: On December 29, 1848, New York,
New Haven & Hartford trains began running into the
New York Central’s terminal at Fourth (Park) Avenue,
between E. 26th and 27th Streets, using trackage rights.
45 Years Ago: On December 31, 1958, electric power
was shut off on the Bay Ridge (freight) Line. Although
this line is still in service, diesel-powered trains serve it.
News items and comments concerning this column may be
emailed to NYDnewseditor@aol.com.
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Tech Talk
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Below is a close-up of the model board at Freeman

HELLO GOODBYE
R-36s 9632/9633
were delivered via
E. 180th Street Yard
and are seen here
at the yard on
November 5, 1963.
Bernard Linder
collection

Five years later
(November 2, 1968),
Bernard Linder photographed R-36 9744
at 69th Street. Several of the cars had
been labeled for
states or organizations for the 1964-65
World’s Fair.

On November 3, 2003, Jeff Erlitz took this rooftop shot of the last
train of Redbirds in passenger service as it left Queensboro Plaza
for the last time.

For more on the end of the reign of the Redbirds, see IRT Car Update on page 14
and Around New York’s Transit System on page 16.
13

NEWYORK
YORKDIVISION
DIVISIONBULLETIN
BULLETIN- DECEMBER,
OCTOBER, 2000
NEW
2003

IRT CAR UPDATE
By George Chiasson
Perhaps this Update should more appropriately be
headed “Hail and Farewell,” given that the last train of
hallowed Redbirds has now run, but it would be both a
discredit to its contributors and disservice to its readers
or this undertaking to fade away on such solitary
grounds. For although the Redbirds’ demise is indeed
fact, there are remaining equipment changes on Subdivision “A” which have yet to play out, and various and
sundry issues as well with Subdivision “B” and even
PATH. At any rate, along with retirement of the last Redbird train comes the conclusion of the R-142 program
and associated movement of the R-62 and R-62A fleets.
The timetable of succeeding Updates will be modified
for a while, but in their stead features prepared which
look back on the time-honored service life of the IRT’s
SMEE equipment. With that, let’s begin our “last ride.”
R-142s (Mission Accomplished--At Last!)
The final train of Primary R-142s (6961-6970) was
accepted and began service in the morning rush hour of
November 6, 2003, putting in for the 6:49 AM Dyre Avenue-Flatbush Avenue 5 interval. Option I R-142s 70617070 were running as a solid train on 5 for more than a
week in advance of this event, and actually relocated to
4 a day previous on November 5. Residual R-142
movement is anticipated between 2, 4, and 5 to
round out this stage of the IRT’s equipment deployment,
but their exact timing not widely known.
On October 19, the experimental 6-car R-142A unit
(7715/7714/7713/7712/7717/7716) turned up at Corona, teamed up with 7691-7695 to form a prototype 11car New Technology Train. Once again, rumors
abounded as to its purpose, including widespread
speculation that a swap would be executed with 6 resulting in a return of some R-62As to Pelham. Meanwhile, the special train stayed put at Corona for three
days, finally venturing toward Times Square on October
22. Technical glitches related to 7’s unconventional
third rail profile prevented this trip from being completed, so much so that the train lost power near
Queensboro Plaza and was immediately removed to
Pitkin Yard. By November 6, R-142A unit 7691-7695
had been returned to Jerome for 4 service, while the 6car set was forwarded to 207th Street Shop, where it will
presumably be reunited with “leftover” cars 7711 and
7718-7720.
R-62/R-62A Transfers (Rounding Things Down)
Through October 27, R-62s 1391-1395, 1531-1535,
and 1621-1625 were transferred from 4 to 3, for a
total of 260 cars or 26 trains. Conversely, there remained 55 R-62s assigned to 4 as of November 7, and
there are indications this will remain unchanged in the
immediate future. On October 20, twenty R-62As were
14

evenly swapped for purposes of numerical grouping,
with 1726-1735 moving from 1 to 7 in exchange for
1851-1855 and 1876-1880. The latter set was observed
in 1 service October 25, fully signed and bearing red
identification stickers beneath the number boards, but
with purple “7” strip maps inside. Single unit R-62As
1960-1965 were the last to be transferred from 3 directly to 7 on October 23, rounding out their distribution to 55 at Livonia (1901-1908, 1910-1956) and 199 at
Corona (1957-2155). Cars 1960, 1961, and 1965 had
been outfitted with full-width cabs at one end since 1999
for use on S/42nd Street Shuttle and for their first few
days of life on 7 exhibited them at seemingly random
locations in their consists. As of October 30, all three
were in service as “complete” single units with the fullwidth cabs removed. The last influx of R-62s also
brought about the relocation of Livonia’s final “unitized”
R-62A set, 1891-1895, to 1 on October 28, which
pushed 1826-1830 to the Flushing Line and completed
Corona’s “replacement” fleet at 399 cars. With the R142s all in service and the Redbirds gone, the swap of
now-equal R-62 and R-62A fleets between 3 and 4
(55 each) remains likely at a later date.
The Redbirds’ Farewell (A Last Hurrah)
While R-62As were being sorted between 1 and 7
as the shadows of autumn grew long, the second-to-last
Redbird train was laid up at Corona on October 20 and
half of the remaining equipment shipped summarily to
207th Street for reefing preparation. Though the last
train of R-142s had not yet been accepted, or the usual
chain of secondary events totally complete, the arrival
of single cars 1960-1965 on October 23 signaled that
sufficient R-62As were now on hand to comfortably provide all 7 service. As a result, the lone remaining Redbird train was permitted to finish out the service day on
Friday, October 24 before going into “stand-by” mode.
Its consist was (N) 9564/9565-9316*-9582/95839586/9587-9584/9585 9613/9612 (S).
Initially, it was disclosed that the train would be available for one last week of revenue service, with a special
“Farewell” ceremony scheduled for Monday, November
3. In reality, observers of the Flushing Line were disappointed to find only R-62As in operation the following
Monday and again on Tuesday. Meanwhile, the Redbird
remained inside the shop, its scratchitied window glass
being partially replaced, and some touch-up black paint
applied for its farewell tour. On Wednesday morning,
October 29, the Redbird’s last opportunity came, and as
it had done so faithfully over 40 years of daily routine,
answered the call to duty if only for two round trips. As it
turned out, this would be the last time the World’s Fair
(Continued on page 15)
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cars would carry passengers into the Main Street terminal. Returning to Corona, the train was spotted showing
signs of its age and declining fitness: flat wheels on the
south motor (9612) and uncooperative doors on the
single R-33 (9309). In the days leading up to its Grand
Finale, the Redbird consist was switched around,
cleaned, inspected, and otherwise primped inside Corona. (For details on the “Last Redbird” ceremony, see
page 16.)
By early November 54 of the 58 “Reserve” (nee SMS)
Mainline R-33s had returned to Concourse Yard, including 8888/8889 from 38th Street Yard and the ten cars
farmed out to Corona in early September (8820/8821,
8862/8863, 8878/8879, 8914/8915, 8996/8997). Most
recently 8816/8817 and 9020/9021 have been removed
from Revenue and Refuse Trains at Concourse and at
last report were at Coney Island being re-inspected for
potential use. Thus, although the ceremonies have
been conducted and eulogies delivered for withdrawal
of the Redbird fleet from regular passenger service, the
Reserve cars are to remain at the ready for “what if”
reactivation, where and when needed. A few other Redbird pairs also survive, including 8986 and 8987, at
Coney Island Shops for a separate Work Service conversion, and a small number of others being held aside
for potential preservation purposes on and off the property. Most notable among these is the balance of the
equipment used for the November 3 retirement ceremony (R-36s 9564/9565 and 9582-9587, plus
9588/9589), now dubbed “The Commercial Train.” The
last unlucky sets turned out to be R-33s 9082/9083,
which had been stationed as a Yard Office at E. 180th
Street since early this year, and R-28s 7862/7863 (last
of the ex-Westinghouse 6 cars), which were finally
turned away as a potential trolley museum acquisition
after their retirement more than a year ago. Both were
moved to 207th Street by October 22 and prepared for
reefing. Of additional note was the disposition of
9712/9713, last of the “Subway Series” R-36s, which
had been withdrawn without much notoriety back on
October 3.
Redbird Reefing
Ceremonial trains aside, as most of the Redbirds were
gradually removed from service on 7 they quickly

made their way to be prepared for reefing. The last four
cars to proceed through the so-called “Chop Shop” at
207th Street Shop were 9594, 9595, 9616, and 9617,
which were in position to be loaded on the Weeks Marine barge by November 5. Immediately following their
removal, an asbestos mitigation contractor was brought
in and the Redbird preparation work area thoroughly
cleaned so it could be returned to its preceding function.
All 52 Redbird bodies were loaded as of Friday, November 7 and spent part of the weekend floating by 207th
Street Shop until they left their home of 40-plus years
the following Sunday morning, November 9. Ironically,
the arrangements for shipment of this final barge had
been made quite some time ago with the Delaware Department of Environmental Protection, and with that, the
disposition process which had begun to such fanfare in
August, 2001 concluded almost exactly as it had begun.
Herewith are the contents of that closing shipment:
R-28:7862, 7863
R-33: 9082, 9083
R-36: 9574, 9575, 9594, 9595, 9608, 9609, 9610, 9611,
9612, 9613, 9616, 9617, 9618, 9619, 9620, 9621, 9634,
9635, 9650, 9651, 9652, 9653, 9668, 9669, 9674, 9675,
9684, 9685, 9696, 9697, 9706, 9707, 9712ss, 9713ss,
9714, 9715, 9720, 9721, 9734, 9735, 9738, 9739, 9742,
9743, 9748, 9749 (ss = Subway Series)
Conclusion
Following removal of the Redbirds, and the necessary
shifting of equipment to accomplish this achievement,
the velocity of events will slow dramatically. As such the
intervals of these Updates will be accordingly reduced
in regularity with the next appearance projected for
January, 2004. In time, the events surrounding arrival of
the R-142S and finally the R-160 (starting late 2005) will
hopefully result in new and exciting opportunities to
chronicle the forever-ongoing process of history for the
New York Subway System. At this point all that is left is
to reiterate what a pleasure it has been to pen these
Updates; I only hope you have all had as much pleasure reading them as I have had writing them. So, too,
does most of the credit belong to those individuals and
organizations which have opened doors and “kept the
ball rolling” for these past three years. We all owe each
of you a tremendous debt of gratitude.
Thanks to all and have a very happy holiday season...see you next year!

CAR ASSIGNMENTS AND DEVIATIONS THEREFROM
by Bill Zucker
On Monday, October 20, we observed one train of
slant R-40s on Q and two trains of slant R-40s on W.
When weekend Q trains were temporarily routed via
tunnel, additional trains were in service because of the
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longer running time. Several slant and modified R-40s
were observed on Q and W. Effective November 2,
weekend Q trains were routed via bridge.

NEWYORK
YORKDIVISION
DIVISIONBULLETIN
BULLETIN- DECEMBER,
OCTOBER, 2000
NEW
2003

Around New York’s Transit System
Redbird Era Ends
On Monday, November 3, 2003, an era ended in New
York City as the last second-generation Subdivision
“A” (IRT) subway cars were officially retired. The train,
consisting of N-9564/9565-9309-9582/9583-9584/95859617/9616-9587/9586-S (all R-36 except for R-33S
9309), left Times Square as an “extra” around 10:35
AM, making all stops to Willets Point-Shea Stadium.
The trip took longer than usual because the police
inspected the train at Hunters Point Avenue (an
occasional occurrence these days) and because the
Conductor announced at every stop that the train would
be the last “Redbird.”

R-36 9564 rests after leading its consist to the Willets Point-Shea
Stadium station for the last time in passenger service. Note the
“Toot-toot Tootsie Goodbye” poster applied to the side of the car.
This poster featured photographs of R-33S/R-36 cars in the various
paint schemes they wore over their 40 years of service.

NYCT President Lawrence Reuter (front) and MTA Chairman Peter
Kalikow (behind Mr. Reuter) talk about the Redbirds and the new
cars that have replaced them after the last Redbird trip.

Upon arrival at Willets Point, the train was spotted on
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Track 2 and the side platform on the northbound side,
which is not normally used, became the scene of a
news conference hosted by MTA Chairman Peter
Kalikow and NYCT President Lawrence Reuter while
railfans and the media photographed the train.
The train was sent to Corona Yard in the early
afternoon, and the consist was broken up by the
evening. Member Bill Ingolia reports that just before
midnight, cars 9564/9565 and 9617/9616 from the
farewell train arrived at 207th Street Yard for stripping,
along with R-36s 9588/9589 and 9595/9594. Within
about two days, stripping was complete. Ultimately
9564/65 and 9588/89 were saved. 9616/17 and 9594/95
were the last two pairs to be prepared for reefing and
were on the last barge to leave for New Jersey, which
left the weekend of November 9-10. He also reports that
single-unit R-33s being used in refuse collection service
have had a “1” added at the beginning of their car
numbers (for example, 9315 is now 19315).
125th Street Station is a Landmark
In 1981, the Landmarks Preservation Commission
designated the 125th Street station and the viaduct on
Broadway between W. 122nd Street and W. 135th Street.
The next year the City Planning Commission issued a
report objecting to the designation. It stated that the
huge structure had a “blighting effect on the neighboring
community and continues to affect adversely its
potential redevelopment.”
The viaduct is 2,174 feet long and the 168.5-foot span
across W. 125th Street is 54 feet high. The publication
Tramway and Railway World stated that 30 to 40 men
built this viaduct and span in two weeks. The 1904
Scientific American called the viaduct an extremely
creditable piece of work both in its detail and the artistic
character of its design, especially the skewbacks — the
sloped plates against which the arch rests on each side
of W. 125th Street.
The 99-year-old station is being rehabilitated and the
work should be completed in time for the centennial
celebration. NYC Transit is spending $12 million to
repair stairways, leaks in the platform and mezzanine
roofs, and structural deterioration. At the present time,
the western half of the mezzanine is completely gutted.
On the platform, the corrugated metal paneling installed
thirty years ago is being replaced by a wall with built-in
windows. The canopies have been rebuilt and the
original stanchions and the wooden rafters have been
retained. Unfortunately, the structure will not be painted.
What is a SMEE?
We have all seen references to SMEE equipment and
we have often wondered what is the meaning of this
acronym.
(Continued on page 5)
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LAST STATEN ISLAND TROLLEY CAR
RAN 70 YEARS AGO
(Editor’s note: This article was omitted from the
January issue because of a lack of space.)
Most of our readers, including your Editorin-Chief, never saw or rode Richmond Railways’ Staten Island trolley cars, which were
replaced by buses 70 years ago in January.
The predecessor company, Richmond Light
& Railroad Company, was incorporated on
August 18, 1902. Like most other street railways, this company could not make a profit
on a 5-cent fare because of the post-World
War I inflation. The receiver, who was appointed on April 28, 1920, raised the fare
without permission from five cents to eight
cents on May 6, 1920, after which the Board
of Estimate and Apportionment revoked the
company’s franchise. Although Richmond
Light refused to pay the fee for lease of
tracks on the ferry viaduct and a percentage
of the receipts, the franchise was never
tested in court. The Receiver was discharged
on August 1, 1923. The company was reorganized as Richmond Railways on June 30,
1927 and all remaining ties with Staten Island
Edison were cut.
There were only three people — the Motorman, a Dispatcher, and a reporter — on car
300, the last Staten Island trolley car operating on the Silver Lake Line. On the outbound
trip, the Motorman stopped his car two blocks
short of the Clove Road terminal because of
bad track and a pole leaning towards the
track. The Dispatcher walked two blocks to
the terminal, found no one waiting, and returned to the car. The reporter paid the last 8cent fare on the car, which arrived at the ferry
at 1:15 am January 26, 1934.

THIRD AVENUE RAILWAY
PURCHASES STATEN ISLAND
TROLLEY CARS
When Richmond Railways started planning
to substitute buses for its trolley cars, it was
unable to sell the 22 older cars stored in its
Brook Street barn, but it was able to sell 25
newer cars, 401-425, built by Osgood Bradley in 1924, to Third Avenue Railway.
To transfer the trolley cars to their new owners, tracks were built to connect the Richmond Terrace trolley tracks with the railroad
tracks at Proctor and Gamble’s Port Ivory
docks. Trolley wire was strung over this connecting track. When 14 trolley cars were
transferred to the dock on January 13, 1934,
the crews were unable to load the cars because the barge was higher than the dock. It
was loaded by pouring water into the tanks.
After the barge was loaded, it wended its way
to E. 125th Street and the East River, where
the cars were loaded on trucks and transported to Third Avenue’s car house.
The cars were renumbered to 1201-1225.
Foot brakes and treadles at the rear doors,
similar to the equipment in Third Avenue’s
cars, were installed. Because the ends were
not tapered, the cars were assigned to the
Webster and White Plains Avenue Line,
which had only two sharp curves. Two former
Staten Island cars were not allowed to pass
each other on the curve at Gun Hill Road and
Webster Avenue. The first car was in service
on January 6, 1934 and all 1200s were running on May 7, 1934. The former Staten Island cars appeared regularly on Webster and
(Continued on page 15)
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FOURTH AVENUE SUBWAY HEADWAY TABLES
by Bernard Linder
BROADWAY-MANHATTAN SERVICE

BROADWAY-MANHATTAN SERVICE

WEEKDAYS

SATURDAYS

Date

Midnight

AM Rush

Midday

PM Rush

Evening

November 17, 1949

20

5, 6

8

4

8

October 23, 1949

Date

Morning Afternoon Evening
8

8

8

November 29, 1951

20

5, 6

10

4

10

June 30, 1951

8

8

8, 10

June 26, 1952

20

5, 6

10

4

10, 12

December 1, 1951

10*

10

10

December 10, 1953

30

5, 6

12

5

10, 12

June 28, 1952

10*

10

10, 12

May 2, 1957

20

5, 6

12

5

10, 12

December 12, 1953

12

12

12

January 7, 1961

12

12

12, 15

January 3, 1961

20

6

12

6

10, 12 15

November 27, 1967

20

4

10

4

12

September 21, 1963

12

12

12

August 30, 1976

20

5

10

5

12

December 2, 1967

8

8

8, 10

October 2, 1978

20

4

10

5

12

November 6, 1971

10

10

12

November 26, 1984

20

5

10

5

12

June 1, 1991

10

10, 12

12, 20

August 1, 1992

10

10

12, 20

April 28, 1986

20

6

10

6

12

November 23, 1987

20

8

10

8

10, 12

November 18, 1995

8

7, 8

12, 20

December 12, 1988

20

7

10

7½

10, 12

July 28, 2001

8

8

12, 20

*May 28, 1991

20

8

10

8

10, 12, 20

May 3, 2003

12

12

12, 20

*8 minutes AM rush

*Still in effect April 28, 2003

BROADWAY-MANHATTAN SERVICE

NASSAU STREET SERVICE

SUNDAYS

WEEKDAYS

Morning

Afternoon

Evening

October 24, 1949

Date

10

8

8, 10

December 2, 1951

10

10

10

June 29, 1952

10

10

10, 12

June 28, 1953

12, 10

10

December 13, 1953

15, 12

November 26, 1967
October 31, 1971
November 11, 1973

Date

AM
Rush

PM Rush

June 23, 1949

12

—

June 29, 1950

12

17

10, 12

October 28, 1954

12

8½

12

12, 15

May 28, 1959

12

13

12

10

10

December 17, 1959

12

7½

12

12

12

January 3, 1961

12

12

15, 12

12

12

July 1, 1968

12, 8

12, 8

January 19, 1976

12

12

May 21, 1989

15, 12

10

12

May 26, 1991

15, 12

10

12, 20

Last train April 25, 1986

July 26, 1992

15, 12

10

12, 20

SATURDAYS

15, 12, 10

10, 8

12, 20

12

12

12, 20

November 13, 1995
April 27, 2003

June 19, 1948

12

—

Last train June 21, 1952

SUMMER SUNDAYS
10-MINUTE HEADWAY
1961, 1962

Morning, afternoon,
early evening

1963, 1964

4 hours — late afternoon, early evening

2

(Continued on page 3)
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ROUTE AND SECTION NUMBERS
Section
ROUTE 11-A — BROADWAY-FOURTH AVENUE SUBWAY
1

Ashland Place and Fourth Avenue — Fulton Street to Sackett Street

2

Fourth Avenue — Sackett Street to 10th Street

3

Fourth Avenue — 10th Street to 27th Street

4

Fourth Avenue — 27th Street to 43rd Street

1

rd

Fourth Avenue — 43 Street to 61st Street

2

Fourth Avenue — 61st Street to 86th Street

3

Fourth Avenue — 86th Street to 95th Street

ROUTE 11-B — BROADWAY-FOURTH AVENUE SUBWAY

ROUTE 33 — WHITEHALL STREET, EAST RIVER, AND MONTAGUE STREET
2A
3

Whitehall Street to Montague and Clinton Streets
Montague, Fulton, and Willoughby Streets — Clinton Street to Flatbush Avenue Extension; Fulton Street — Clinton Street to
Borough Hall

MB — Ex 1 Flatbush Avenue Extension — Nassau Street to Willoughby Street

The following were omitted from the Brighton Line history:
Section
ROUTE 12 — BROADWAY-FOURTH AVENUE SUBWAY
1B

Hanson Place — connection with Route 11-A

2A

Flatbush Avenue — Prospect Park Plaza to Malbone Street

NOSTALGIA CORNER

B-Type on Williamsburg Bridge,
Spring, 1969.
Larry Linder photograph
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TECH TALK
by Jeffrey Erlitz
Up on the Concourse Line, Granite Halmar Construction Company has been busy on the signal rehabilitation
project, S-32308-R. The new Central Instrument Room
at 155th St (1381 CIR) has been built as well as the new
relay rooms at 167th Street and Tremont Avenue. The
new Rapid Transit Operations room at Bedford Park
Boulevard has been constructed, also.
This month I begin another new series, track diagrams
of subway lines that were never built, or at least not yet.
This month, we take a look at the extension of the IND
Concourse Line beyond 205th Street. The Concourse
Line was built under Construction Route #106, in seven
sections. The existing tunnel (Section 7) extends one
train length beyond the diamond crossover north of the
station, ending at Webster Avenue. This location is at
stationing number 1667+55, as shown below. As you
can see from the diagram, the extension to Gun Hill
Road would have been built in three sections. Section 8
would have been the segment through Bronx Park. The
curve at the east end of this section turns the alignment
onto Burke Avenue, which it then travels along across
the Bronx. The total length of all three new sections is
only 1.51 miles. The data for this track diagram is from
Board of Transportation Engineering Department Drawing #784.9.
(Continued on page 5)

On January 23, the three northernmost tracks in Yard
B at Corona Yard (the new yard built for the World’s
Fair) were permanently removed from service. This is
the beginning of construction for the new Corona Maintenance Shop. Test piles are being sunk in the vicinity of
this yard. The contractor, Slattery Skanska, has been
busy pulling DC cable around the yard. The structural
work for a new circuit breaker house was completed
and the Bus Dispatcher’s booth at Casey Stengel Depot
was relocated. The plumbing and electrical work for the
temporary car washer has been completed and testing
will commence shortly. They will start driving piles for
the new permanent car washer soon. Some of the
tracks in Yard A (the original yard) have already been
shortened to allow space for the new loop track to be
constructed.
Over the weekend of February 7-8 the new interlocking at Bedford Avenue on the 14th Street-Canarsie Line
was placed in service. Originally, Third Avenue was to
be done at the same time but this work has been postponed until a later date. Like at Myrtle Avenue, a small
Mauell control panel has replaced the GRS Model 2
interlocking machine. If I am not mistaken, Third Avenue
is now the very last Model 2 interlocking machine left
anywhere on the subway.

Concourse Line Extension
Route 106
9-12-31

1747
+
47

10
Sec.

1715
+
95

C1
C3-4
C2

9
Sec.

Sec. 7
(Existing)

Boston
Rd

Sec. 8

C1
C2

205 St

1667
+
55

1682
+
55

White Plains
Rd
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Gun Hill
Rd
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same as what used to be on the actual model board at
this tower. As you can see, this interlocking was fairly
small, just seven signals and four switches. In fact, it
was one of the smallest on the entire BMT system.
Other than the tiny two-lever mechanical machine that
controlled the fold-up platform edges at Lawrence
Street, the smallest interlocking machine on the BMT
that I know of was at Navy Street on the Myrtle Avenue
Elevated. That machine was made by Union Switch &
Signal and had but five levers.
Jeff may be contacted via e-mail at jerlitz@pipeline.com.

Tech Talk
(Continued from page 4)

This month I am presenting the second in my series of
historic interlocking diagrams; Times Square on the
BMT Broadway Line. For clarity, only the signals and
switches controlled by this tower are shown. Like 57th
Street last month, the diagram below shows the configuration of the interlocking before the installation of the
new signal system in the period from 1959 to 1962. The
orientation of this diagram, with north to the left, is the

BROADWAY LINE
TIMES SQUARE CONTROL
NORTH

49 STREET
TK A2

TK A2
11
6

TK A4
4

8
1

TK A4
10

3

TK A3

12 TIMES SQUARE

(9)

TK A3

(7)
STATION

2
TOWER

TK A1
STATION

GRS MODEL 2
7 LEVERS FOR SIGNALS
4 LEVERS FOR SWITCHES
1 SPARE SPACE?
12 LEVER FRAME?

Legend
Home signal
Approach signal
Dwarf signal
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HISTORY OF THE RIVER LINE
by Larry Kiss
12 on Sundays, but by 1947 service was down to 10
Monday-Saturday roundtrips and 2 on Sundays. When
service ended in mid-1963, there was but one roundtrip
each weekday. Running time end-to-end was one hour
five minutes. At the end, the equipment was a selfpropelled diesel-electric (former gas-electric) Doodlebug, 4666, which still runs and can be seen at the Black
River & Western Railroad. Ironically, the equipment that
will be used now is also self-propelled and diesel, but
these are modern articulated diesel cars, which were
built by Adtranz.
There will be 20 stations. Below are the stations and
mileages from Camden.

NJ Transit’s “River Line” (formerly SNJLRT) is set to
open on February 15 between Camden and Trenton,
and so I researched my collection of timetables to see
what passenger operations were years ago. For most of
the line’s history, the Pennsylvania Railroad was the
operator of passenger and freight service.
The line was built in the 1830s as the Camden-South
Amboy Railroad, which was of the first railroads in the
United States. In later years it became part of the Pennsylvania Railroad, and subsequently Penn-Central,
Conrail, and Conrail Shared Assets (CSX). At one time
it was a double-track line with a 60 MPH speed limit. In
1922 there were 20 round trips Mondays-Saturdays and

MILEAGE
STATION NAME
0.0
Camden - Ferry Terminal for Philadelphia Ferries
0.7
Broadway Camden
4.2
Fish House
4.9
Delair
6.0
Morris Junction - Junction with PRSL Atlantic City Line
6.3
Morris
7.1
Arch Street
8.3
Riverton
10.1 Taylor
11.0 Cambridge
11.7 Riverside
12.4 Delanco
13.7 Perkins
14.2 Wall Rope Works
14.6 Beverly
15.5 Edgewater Park
17.8 Burlington
18.4 East Burlington - Junction with abandoned branch to Mount Holly
19.8 Stevens
22.4 Florence
23.3 Roebling
24.1 Kinkura - Junction with abandoned branch to Fort Dix
26.0 Fieldsboro
27.0 Bordentown - Junction with branch to Yardville (formerly to South Amboy) - active
31.7 Lalor Street - Trenton
32.5 Broad Street - Trenton
33.1 Clinton Street - Trenton - Junction with New York-Philadelphia main line

NOTES

A
A
A
A
TO
TO, C
B
TO, C
TO, C
B
TO, C
TO, C
B
C
TO, C
A
TO, C

Notes:
A- Abandoned between 1922 and 1947
B- Abandoned between 1947 and 1963
C- Stop on River Line
TO- 1947 Ticket Office

Riverton, Palmyra, Pennsauken-Route 73, 36th Street,
Walter Rand Transportation Center, Cooper StreetRutgers, Aquarium, and Entertainment Center. The last
four are in Camden.

There will be River Line stations at the following locations: NJ Transit/Amtrak, Hamilton Avenue, and Cass
Street (Trenton), Bordentown, Roebling, Florence, Burlington Towne Center, Burlington South, BeverlyEdgewater Park, Delanco, Riverside, Cinnaminson,
6
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by Randy Glucksman

photographing what has been known as the “McGinnis”
colors on various types of locomotives used in the state
of Connecticut. In case you ever wondered how that
came about, a story was published in the Westchester
section of The New York Times (December 7, 2003).
Reporter Jack Kadden wrote that credit goes to a group
of dedicated railfans who began this quest in 1978.
Credit also goes to some state transit officials who
wanted this “small” state to maintain its identity as it
formed a partnership with its much larger neighbor, New
York. Conrail was the operator of the commuter service
in 1978, and it was requested to paint just one locomotive in this scheme as a fitting tribute to the New Haven
Railroad. The group was initially turned down (surprise),
and the reason that was given was that “people would
think that we were running a museum.” After several
years, another attempt was made. One of the members
of the group created a portfolio of locomotives that had
been restored by various railroads and included pictures
of old New Haven engines to support the group’s objective. This resulted in a meeting where Conrail was requested to paint four FL-9s that were state-owned and
were being overhauled. The group provided technical
data as to the type of Dupont paints that the New Haven
had used, and offered to pay for the repainting. At a
meeting between CDOT and Conrail, when this item
was brought up, this time there was little resistance, and
everyone was on board. The state even decided to pay
for the repainting. The rest is history. Ultimately ten FL9s (2006, 2011, 2014, 2016, 2019, 2023, 2024, 2026,
and 2027), six GP40-PH-2s (6694-6699) that are used
in Shore Line East service, and recently delivered P32AC-DM (Genesis – dual mode) 228-231 were painted in
this scheme. Thanks to Josh Weis for supplying some
of the details.
MTA Long Island Rail Road
In December, 2003, the October 27, 2003-January 4,
2004 timetables were replaced with ones that carried
the dates October 27, 2003-January 18, 2004. “Happy
Holidays” and a snowflake replaced the “Happy Thanksgiving” and cornucopia, and the cover also informed
passengers about off-peak fares being in effect on December 26, January 2, and January 19, and the modified weekday schedules that would be in effect on December 26 and January 19.
The timetables that went into effect on January 20 are
under General Order No. 205, and will remain in effect
through March 14. Even though this is winter, there is a
tie replacement project taking place between Jamaica
and East New York which affects midday service, and
departure times have been adjusted for trains on the

MTA Metro-North Railroad (East)
First article inspection of the M-7 pilot cars was completed in November, 2003, and those cars were expected to be shipped from Bombardier’s Plattsburgh,
NY plant on December 3. Proof of design testing was to
be completed in the last month, with deliveries of production cars commencing in the second quarter of this
year. Member Josh Weis (for the Urban Transit Club)
emailed that cars 4000-4001 were delivered to CrotonHarmon as part of a Delaware & Hudson train on December 18.
On the Mid-Harlem Third Track project, installation has
been completed for the existing Track 2 temporary platforms at Bronxville and Tuckahoe. Track 2 between
Bronxville and Crestwood was placed into service on
November 16.
The old catenary along the New Haven section cannot
be replaced too soon. Member Bob Underwood wrote
that the cold snap in January caused several service
disruptions. The two Shore Line East trains that normally operate to Stamford were terminated in New Haven.
The Holiday timetable pictured a pair of candles and
holly leaves.
Commuters using the Haverstraw-Ossining Ferry
started getting an approximately 20-minute-longer commute on January 5, as the faster ferries were temporarily removed from service and replaced by older, slower
models. This action was taken to prevent a suspension
of service caused by icing of the Hudson River, which
occurred in two of the past three winters. Apparently the
slower models are more reliable in icy waters.
Metro-North announced that it would not seek $3,000
in restitution from the man who reported that his cell
phone fell into the toilet of an MU car on October 29,
2003. If you remember, the toilet had to be destroyed to
free him. The New York Times quoted a Metro-North
spokesman as saying, “the expense of trying to recover,
we now believe, would be economically unfeasible.”
An email notification program for the east-of-Hudson
lines is now in effect. Those who sign up will be notified
about routine or planned service changes, and when
new timetables can be picked up. In cases of major disruptions where service is canceled or curtailed, such as
storms, information will be provided on what has happened, and service updates will be issued as the situation changes. Unfortunately, the system is not geared to
give the status of individual trains. NJ Transit has a
similar program, but with NJ Transit, this information
can also be transmitted to your cell phone.
Connecticut Department of Transportation
For many years, we have been enjoying seeing and

(Continued on page 8)
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Babylon, Far Rockaway, Hempstead, Long Beach, and
West Hempstead branches. There are also construction
projects taking place at Jamaica, Flatbush Avenue, and
Rosedale.
A six-month trial period began on January 10 for the
“CityTicket,” which allows travel on Metro-North and
Long Island Rail Road trains on weekends only, for a
fare of $2.50. Channel 4 covered this story and in introducing the story, showed a slide of an ACMU. CityTickets are good for one-way, single rides, only valid on the
day of purchase. No free transfer is provided and they
are only sold in TVMs between 12:01 AM Saturday and
11:59 PM Sunday. A grace period allows their use until
4 AM on Sunday and Monday mornings. They have
very limited refund capabilities, and there is no Senior/
Disabled discount due to low-cost of this ticket. Because the Far Rockaway Branch travels through Nassau County, these tickets cannot be used there, but
they can be used at the following stations:
LINE/
BRANCH
Hudson
Harlem

STATIONS
Riverdale, Spuyten Duyvil, Marble Hill, University
Heights, Morris Heights, Harlem-125th Street, Grand
Central
Wakefield, Woodlawn, Williams Bridge, Botanical Gardens, Fordham Road, Tremont, Melrose

Port Washing- Little Neck, Douglaston, Bayside, Auburndale, Broadway,
ton
Murray Hill, Flushing-Main St.
Main Line

Queens Village, Hollis, Jamaica, Kew Gardens, Forest
Hills, Woodside, New York Penn Station

Montauk

St. Albans

Atlantic

Rosedale, Laurelton, Locust Manor, East New York,
Nostrand Avenue, Flatbush Avenue

2004 editions of the Manhattan Getaways booklet
were published by Metro-North and the Long Island Rail
Road.
NJ Transit
Monday, December 15, 2003 was the first weekday of
service at Secaucus Junction, and I am now commuting
through this station. NJ Transit had plenty of personnel
to assist, greet, and direct transferring passengers. Between 6 and 10 AM, 1,600 passengers used the station.
Within six months, projections call for 7,500 daily passenger trips. In subsequent weeks I have noticed an
increase in usage of this station. There were ample supplies of timetables and handouts. The Pascack Valley
Express that I rode arrived on time, and because the
“unscheduled” connection (Train #3212) was running
about two minutes late, we were able to “jump ahead”
on that train. NJ Transit advertises in the timetables, a
“targeted connection” time of 7-10 minutes, but there
are faster connections, like the one I caught. A timetable

card was issued that shows all of the trains that stop at
Secaucus Junction. Because of an introductory promotion between December 15 and January 4, passengers
were able to use Hoboken tickets on New York Penn
Station trains. On January 5, customer service personnel handed out notices that slightly extended this policy
until January 6, but as of January 7, a magnetically encoded ticket must be used. I asked one of these employees how they would handle passengers who pay
cash fares on board trains; she said that they would
open the gate for them.
The new timetables that went into effect with the
opening of Secaucus Junction generally start trains
from their terminals between one and three minutes
earlier, although there are some trains that are unchanged or are more than three minutes ahead of their
previous schedules.
With my new commuting route, I get to see a lot of NJ
Transit’s rolling stock, and finally saw one of the former
Comet II cab cars, which is now just a trailer – the cab
windows have been replaced with metal. Former 51355145 and 5146-5154 are now renumbered 5441-5459.
When the Arrow Is were converted to trailers in the
1980s, they received similar treatment.
“Early Getaway” service was provided on all lines for
Christmas and New Year’s Eve days.
Just before the holidays, after the Homeland Security
Department’s announcement that the terror alert warning was being raised to Orange Plus, NJ Transit placed
seat notices aboard its trains advising passengers what
it was doing. The agency has increased police patrols
and vehicular checks, plus it is coordinating security
with federal, state, and local officials. While in Grand
Central Terminal I saw a group that included a pair each
of New York and Connecticut State Troopers who were
assigned to ride Metro-North trains that operate in Connecticut. They were in the company of two National
Guardsmen. Troopers got similar assignments following
September 11, 2001.
On January 21, a hearing was scheduled to discuss
NJ Transit’s “abandonment” of the Lower Boonton Line.
Members of the public had the opportunity to question
NJ Transit management on their decision to close the
Benson, Rowe and Arlington stations in September,
2002, when the Montclair Connection opened. The record of the meeting will be passed on to NJ Transit Executive Director George Warrington, within 45 days of
the meeting and he has 45 days in which to respond
and issue a final agency decision. The New York &
Greenwood Lake Railway sought this hearing because
it would like to operate passenger service between
these stations and Hoboken.
When I visited Chicago in September 2002, I observed that all METRA train crews were provided with
Nextel® cellular phones, which were linked to the trains’
GPS and PA systems. Crewmembers told me that the
(Continued on page 9)
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finally made an announcement that the car was going to
22nd Street. Is a month and a half not enough time to
reprogram the signs?
Royal Caribbean Cruise Lines announced in December, 2003 that it intended to use the former Military Terminal in Bayonne as a seasonal port for two of its cruise
ships. Its location in Bayonne is not too distant from
HBLRT. NJ-ARP likes the idea of using the remaining
PCCs (see San Francisco news item below) in a shuttle
service 1¼ miles on the peninsula into the Hudson
River.
Port Authority of New York & New Jersey
New York Division Chairman Bill Erland observed that
the connection between the Sutphin Boulevard-Archer
Avenue subway station (EJZ) and Airtrain was open
on the evening of Monday, January 26. Since he
passed through the area on Saturday the 24th and saw
that it was not yet open, apparently it opened on the
25th or 26th.
Bill also noted that the Airtrain terminal loop line had a
two-car train running counter-clockwise on January 24.
Previously one-car “trains” had been running clockwise.
Port Authority Trans-Hudson Corporation
At the end of December, 2003, the Port Authority reported that daily ridership on the line to the World Trade
Center was 24,000, compared to 67,000 prior to September 11. This is just one other impact that the loss of
the Twin Towers has had on lower Manhattan.
Before leaving an originating terminal, PATH Engineers must charge up their trains, release the brakes,
then dump the air by releasing their grip on the handle,
in order to test the “dead man’s” control. The FRA ordered this procedure when trains were terminating at
Exchange Place. All interstate trains must do this test.
Thanks to Alan Kramer for the report.
Metropolitan Area
WCBS-880 reported that a consultant’s study has recommended that Staten Island’s North Shore Line, which
last had passenger service until March 31, 1953, be
reactivated as a light rail line.
It is funny where you can find subway memorabilia.
During the holidays, my wife and I were in Manhattan,
and stopped in the Banana Republic store on E. 34th
Street. I found three picture-type frames containing sections of a BMT 2800-series “AB” side destination sign.
With acquisition of what was known as the Kelly Property, Rockland County has acquired the final section of
the Erie Path, which runs along the Hudson River from
Tallman State Park to Nyack. The Property was preserved through a joint acquisition with the Village of
Piermont, and will ultimately be owned by the County,
while the Village will own the remainder of the property,
including the historic Piermont station, which dates to
the 1880s. The Village intends to restore the station and
turn it into a museum or a trail head information center.
This portion of the Erie Path, which was originally part

Commuter and Transit Notes
(Continued from page 8)

“walkie-talkie” feature of this system was extremely useful. At the December, 2003 Board of Directors meeting a
contract was awarded to Nextel Communications to
purchase as many as 1,500 cellular phones for distribution to train crews and other front-line employees. Approval came after successful completion of a pilot program involving 30 crewmembers. Up-to-the minute text
messages can also be sent to these devices. In January, some crews already had the phones.
For those who have noticed that NJ Transit’s new entrance on the Seventh Avenue Concourse of New York
Penn Station seemed a little humid during hot periods,
your complaints have been heard, and a contract will be
awarded to install a supplemental HVAC system. This
work should be completed by this May.
Governor McGreevey announced that a rail link would
be built from the Pascack Valley Line to the Xanadu
entertainment, retail, and sports complex that is planned
for the Meadowlands. He accepted the first installment
of a $160 million payment from the developers, the Mills
Corporation and Mack-Cali Realty. The Port Authority
will contribute $150 million towards this project. Ironically, this came on the same day that New York developer Bruce Ratner revealed his own plans for a new
sports arena in which the Nets basketball team would
play. This new venue would be located at Flatbush and
Atlantic Avenues in Brooklyn, across the street from the
LIRR/NYCT terminal.
A proposal to raise the gasoline tax from 12.5 to 15
cents per gallon in order to replenish the Transportation
Trust Fund was withdrawn, after opposition by many,
including the Governor. So, plans are underway to cut
$600 million from the transportation construction budget
over the next two years. The TTF has been a source of
funding to pay for road and rail projects for over 20
years, and has provided more than $13 billion for new
construction and repairs. It is now $6 billion in debt, and
it has been estimated that by FY2005-2006, the debt
payment will consume every dollar of tax that is allocated to the Fund. No specifics were given as to which
projects would be deferred.
The catenary between Paterson Plank Road and 19th
Street in Weehawken was energized on December 13,
2003 so that testing can be done prior to the opening.
This area includes the future 9th Street station
(Hoboken), Lincoln Harbor station (Weehawken), several interlockings, and the Willow Avenue and Park Avenue Bridges.
Near the end of December, 2003, nearly 1½ months
after it opened, one of my colleagues rode HBLRT to
the new 22nd Street station. He reported that the signs
on the cars and the public address announcements
continued to display/announce that the car was going to
34th Street. When the car arrived there, the operator

(Continued on page 10)
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METROPOLITAN AREA

(Continued from page 9)

of the Erie Railroad’s Northern Branch, will become part
of the Hudson River Greenway Trail that stretches from
Manhattan to Albany. Passenger service ended on the
Northern Branch to Sparkill on October 3, 1966, the
same date that service was abandoned on a whole slew
of Erie-Lackawanna branches. Service to Nyack, the
next station north, ended in December, 1965.
Amtrak
This past Thanksgiving week was Amtrak’s best in
terms of the number of passengers carried. According
to Weekly Rail Review, approximately 600,000 passengers were carried, bringing in preliminary revenues
of $30.9 million.
Miscellaneous
Mass Transit magazine published a story about light
rail systems in North America, and had this story been
written 30 years ago, it would have been quite different.
The renaissance of light rail began in Canada when
new systems were opened in Edmonton (1978) and
Calgary (1981). In the United States, transit officials in
San Diego recognized the success of Edmonton and
began planning their own light rail line, which used the
same basic cars as the Canadian systems. What followed was a revolution and now LRT is running in 24 of
the 30 North American metro areas. All cities, except for
Buffalo and Baltimore have extensions under construction.
METROPOLITAN
AREA

YEAR
OPENED

April 3, 2004

Little Rock

2004

Charlotte

2006

Phoenix

2006

Seattle

2006

Norfolk

After 2006

Columbus

After 2006

Louisville

After 2006

Santa Ana

After 2006

EXTENSIONS
COMPLETED

Edmonton

1978

1981, 1983, 1989, 1992

Calgary

1981

1985, 1987, 1990

San Diego

1981

1986, 1989, 1990, 1992, 1997

Buffalo

1985

N/A

Portland

1986

1998, 2001

Sacramento

1987

1998, 2003

San Jose

1987-1991

1999

Los Angeles (Blue)

1990

1995 (Green), 2003 (Gold)

Baltimore

1992

1997

St. Louis

1993

2001, 2003

Memphis

1993

Denver

1994

2000, 2002

Dallas

1996

2002

Salt Lake City

1999

2001, 2003

Jersey City

2000-2005

PROJECTED OPENING

Minneapolis

There a few openings that fit in between these two
tables: TECO in Tampa (2002) and Tacoma (2003).
Houston’s line opened on January 1, and in the coming
years there will be extensions, as noted above, and
10

At the end of each year, The New York Times Arts &
Ideas column asks a handful of writers, scholars, and
other opinionated people to identify the year’s most underrated and overrated ideas. In the 2003 edition, an
English Professor at Princeton University cited her four
best ideas in the area of public transportation. They are
E-Z Pass, Eurostar Chunnel train, congestion charging
for city drivers (Ed. In effect in London, February 17,
2003), and the London taxi. She ended with:
“Unfortunately, the only American one is under-utilized.”
Other Transit Systems
Boston, Massachusetts
The “T”’s long-time tradition of free riding on New
Year’s Eve was continued this year. In support of “First
Night” events, all rides after 8 PM were free, plus extra
service was provided on many lines.
MBTA officials began noticing that riders were purchasing large quantities of tokens, in order to delay paying the fare increase from $1 to $1.25, which went into
effect on January 3. So, to prevent shortages, a two
rolls or 40 tokens limit was imposed in the days leading
up to January 3, although station agents could reduce
that limit to one roll if they were running short of tokens.
According to the Atwood-Coffee (token) Catalogue, the
oldest tokens now in use date to 1951 and were issued
by the Metropolitan Transit Authority, predecessor of the
MBTA. Although several newer versions, commemorating events, have been issued, those 1951 tokens are
still good. This is unlike New York, where with every fare
increase, there was the threat of a new token being put
into use. I spoke with John Coffee, Editor of The Fare
Box, which is published by the American Vecturist Association. He recalled that in the fall of 1951, 10 days
prior to the tokens going into use, they went on sale for
25 cents each. He purchased a bunch, which he sent to
out-of-town collectors. December 10 was the last day to
buy an annual pass at the old rate, 1,400 had been sold
– nearly double the 765 sold in 2002. New commuter
rail timetables (pale blue) were published as of January
3, to reflect the new higher fares. Thanks to member
Todd Glickman for these reports and the timetables.
In late December, 2003, Boston’s Big Dig project was
(Continued on page 11)
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finally completed, five years late and billions of dollars
over budget. Politicians were on hand for the ribbon
cutting ceremony that opened a two-mile stretch of
highway that allows motorists to travel over the new
Leonard P. Zakim Bridge, and then through four
southbound lanes of I-93, which is now underground.
The former I-93 elevated highway, which had been a
disliked part of the Boston landscape for more than four
decades, will be demolished. For all of the “benefits”
that motorists have gained, transit riders lost out because of the failure to include a rail link between South
and North Stations for Amtrak.
However, according to the National Association of Rail
Passengers, 121 of 200 state legislators have signed a
letter supporting the North Station/South Station Rail
Link (NRSL). The letter urged the governor to include
this project in the Metropolitan Planning Organization
Transportation Plan for 2004-2005 as an “illustrative
project”, which means that it requires no identification of
funding source to be in the plan.
The proposed Fall River-New Bedford rail line has
been threatened by one Massachusetts state legislator,
who has filed a bill to transfer ownership of a portion of
the line to the Department of Fisheries, Wildlife & Environmental Law Enforcement. Should this occur, this
would effectively kill the project. Gov. Mitt Romney, who
cited the state’s economic problems, had suspended
work last September. Other legislators have vowed their
commitment to seeing commuter rail extended to the
South Coast of the state.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Member Lee Winson sent a report from The Philadelphia Inquirer about lateness on SEPTA’s regional rail
trains. Using a new computerized system that has been
in place since April, officials reported that SEPTA’s 13
lines have an on-time record of just 83%, making it the
tardiest of any metropolitan area in the country. Believe
it or not, the newspaper reported that SEPTA officials
were surprised to learn just how many of their 843
trains were not on time, something that they did not
know prior to putting this new system into service.
(“Late” = 6 or more minutes late.)
SEPTA operated additional Regional Rail service on
all lines except the R6/Cynwyd on New Year’s Eve.
New Year’s Day, there was added service on the Broad
Street and Market-Frankford Lines for those going to
the annual Mummer’s Parade.
This past holiday season, SEPTA canceled its annual
Christmas model railroad display (a.k.a. the “Magical
Holiday Railway”). Member David W. Safford, who sent
this report, believed that this was a publicity stunt and
not a cost-saving measure because the agency does
not have a whole lot of money, especially because it
owns all of the material and the work is done in-house.
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Aside from that, the rebuilt Huntingdon station reopened
in October. David also sent a few articles from metro
which reported that Huntingdon along with Berks and
Church are the final stations to be reconstructed as part
of a 20-year effort to rebuild the 5.25-mile eastern end
of the Market-Frankford Line.
From Cinders: There is an update to last month’s
news item about the E-60s, and that is that they have
all been retired! 603 is going to the Railroad Museum of
Pennsylvania in Strasburg, and the others (600, 604,
609, and 610) were delivered to Norfolk Southern at
Wilmington, possibly for scrapping somewhere. Amtrak
took delivery of (original numbers) 950-976 between
1974 and 1976. In 1984, NJ Transit purchased 958-963,
967, and 971-973, but their tenure was shorter. 966 and
968 were sold to the Navajo Mine Railroad in New Mexico in 1982. In later years, those that remained were
renumbered into the 600-series.
Washington, D.C. area
MARC published new timetables as of December 29,
2003. Penn and Camden are in one booklet, while
Brunswick retains its card style. Member Steve Erlitz
reported that there were time changes on the Penn Line
during the PM in order to get out of Amtrak’s way. On
the Camden and Brunswick Lines the quiet cars were
added to all PM trains. Thanks for sending copies.
Steve also recapped how rail service was operated
during the Christmas and New Year’s weeks. “MARC
ran normal service Monday and Tuesday of both weeks,
but ran its ‘S’ schedule on the Eves and the Friday after.
Camden line also had a 2 PM departure to Camden on
the Eves making all stops and the 12:20 PM to Penn
Station ran to Perryville on those days. A note on the
26th: I was taking my wife to BWI rail to catch a train for
NY to see her sister. At 7 AM, I counted four cars in Dorsey’s lot. Since the White House gave Feds off that day
very late, it was too late to cancel service. Besides, the
day off did not apply to many contractors who had to
use leave or go to work even though the government
was closed. DC Metro ran normal service on all days for
the same reason on the 26th. In Baltimore, Light Rail
and Metro ran weekday all week and Sunday on the
holidays. Both services remained open after midnight
on New Year’s Eve. Since I went to work on the 2nd, I
was happy to see full-length trains. Christmas Eve was
a normal Wednesday shutdown but New Year’s Eve
kept Metro opened on a Friday schedule. VRE ran a
holiday schedule the entire Christmas week, but only
because of the derailment in Alexandria the week before. New Year’s week they ran normal MondayTuesday and ‘S’ on Wednesday and Friday.”
Virginia Railway Express has made a decision about
operating service on holidays, and the answer is that of
the more than 1,000 people who answered the survey,
70% voted to eliminate it, with the exception of the day
after Thanksgiving. However, before making the
(Continued on page 12)
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change, VRE made one final effort to increase the ridership on holidays through incentives. This effort, which
was done for the day after Thanksgiving, did not result
in an appreciable increase in ridership. As a result, VRE
voted to cut back the holiday service, so the first holiday
without service was January 19, 2004, Martin Luther
King Day.
Chicago, Illinois
METRA passengers were spared any fare increase
after the Board of Directors approved the budget for
2004. Although projected income from sales taxes is
expected to be lower, the transit agency will still recover
its statutory 55% of revenue. More than $348 million will
be spent on capital improvements, including $84.7 million on extensions and expansions, $50 million on stations and parking facilities, and $123 million for rolling
stock. The last fare increase was in 2002.
Special Holiday tickets, providing unlimited rides on
METRA and valid only on December 25 and January 1,
were sold for $3. Contrast this if you will to NICTD’s
policy on those dates, for which weekend excursion
fares were not in effect!
Member Daniel Mann and his son visited Chicago recently, and when they arrived at Midway Airport, they
noticed how inconvenient the Orange Line station was
in relation to the terminal area. (Ed. I agree – O’Hare is
easier.) “You first have to leave the secure area, then
take an elevator down two levels, walk through a parking garage, take a moving walkway, then an escalator to
the station. Once we got to the station, we noticed that
the fare card machines do not make change, and as we
did not have exact, we went over to the customer assistant, who said she did not make change. We had to go
into a candy store to get change. CTA’s fare collection
system is user-hostile and inefficient. It was, however,
much more convenient to take the rapid, than a taxi.
The ‘L’ that carries the CTA Orange (Midway) and
Green (Lake Southside) lines had been reconfigured at
Harrison Street and Wabash Avenue to eliminate the Scurve at Wabash and Balbo Drive. It has been replaced
with a more gradual curve, which is on a viaduct made
of concrete. On the Brown (Ravenswood) line, the platforms are being expanded to accommodate 6-car
trains.”
Tampa, Florida
Although many would not consider a monorail as being rapid transit, member Dennis Zaccardi has sent numerous articles from Tampa area newspapers, which
constantly mention this mode. The latest involves construction of the Memorial Causeway, which is being built
with a 20-foot-wide median that can support a monorail
“if anyone ever decides to build one.”
South Florida
After test runs on December 30, 2003, the Colorado
12

Railcar DMU demonstrators began running the next day
on Tri-Rail trains P608 and P613 between Mangonia
Park and Miami International Airport. Member Karl Groh
reported that these cars only ran that day, and as of
mid-January had not operated since. These are the
units that have been touring the United States, and presumably if a request for a demo run comes in, Tri-Rail
will have to temporarily give them up. The two-car unit
runs with one Tri-Rail cab unit tacked on. Thanks to
members Karl Groh for the news and Joe Gagne for a
photo from The Sun-Sentinel.
Houston, Texas
In spite of U.S. Representative Tom DeLay’s efforts to
halt construction of the light rail system, Houston’s 7.5mile “starter line” began service on January 1. A ribbon
cutting ceremony was held at Main Street Square at 10
AM with transit and elected officials in attendance. At
the end of the ceremonies, they boarded trains which
took them and invited guests to a reception at the University of Houston’s Downtown Campus. The public
was invited to ride free until January 4. This free service
operated between 1:30 and 5:30 PM on January 1, and
then from 9 AM-9 PM for the balance of the weekend.
The New York Times reported that the system was so
busy on those opening days that it was not possible to
board at some stations. As it turned out, January 1 was
the day that the new mayor, Bill White, was inaugurated, and he and his family used MetroRail to get to
this swearing-in ceremony. Reports from Houston are
that things went smoothly the following day, as lines
were shorter.
Last November 3, voters approved a plan that would
add 64 miles of light rail by 2025. Progressive Railroading reported that METRO officials scheduled about
200 meetings to collect the public’s input, and they were
successful, because the referendum to issue $640 million in bonds to build the first 22 miles was approved.
Construction of the first five-mile extension is set to begin in 2006, and it is scheduled to open two years later.
And sometime between November 1, 2009 and January
1, 2013, METRO will hold another election to determine
if voters want to continue payments after September 30,
2014.
Minneapolis, Minnesota
On January 2, police began ticketing pedestrians for
jaywalking and motorists for driving across the light rail
tracks in downtown. The fines are $100 and $130, respectively. Metro Transit assigned between four and six
officers to this task, as increased car testing began in
preparation for the April 3 start-up of service between
downtown and Fort Snelling.
Seattle, Washington
Sounder commuter service was extended (north) into
Snohomish County on December 22, 2003. One day
earlier a special train with 700 aboard was operated
between Everett and Seattle. Initially there is one round
(Continued on page 13)
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trip, but eventually there are to be four round trips a day.
The second train is expected to begin running in the
fourth quarter of 2005, the third and fourth trains by the
end of 2007. Service to Mukilteo (one station south of
Everett) will be added when track improvements are
completed, allowing for a permanent station to be built.
Mukilteo service is also scheduled to begin by the end
of 2007. All of this came following an agreement between Sound Transit and BNSF, owner of the trackage.
Initially a promotion was in effect through January 2,
and no fares were charged, but that was extended to
the entire month of January.
Just weeks after service began, it had to be suspended and replaced by express buses because of a
rockslide on January 8. BNSF, the line’s owner, monitored the situation, and if there were no further rockslides, service would resume on January 12 (and it did
resume).
San Francisco, California
At its November, 2003 meeting Muni’s Board of Directors voted to purchase fifteen NJ Transit PCCs at a cost
of $15,000 each. Some of the cars will be shipped directly to a contractor who will overhaul them and make
necessary modifications so that they can operate in San
Francisco. Modifications include reversing the front
doors to clear accessible ramps along the line and installing a front trolley pole, back-up controllers, and VETAG switch and signal controls. The Market Street Railway reported that the exact mix of liveries was still under discussion, but some were expected to include Twin
Cities colors. PCC 14 was shipped to San Francisco in
February, 2002 to evaluate if the cars would be suitable.
Apparently they are. MSR also reported that ridership
on the F/Market Street Line (mid-2002), at an average
20,050, was close to what the three cable lines carry,
21,500.
Los Angeles, California
I received copies of LACMTA’s latest schedules from
Steve Lofthouse, who was in Los Angeles at the end of
December, 2003. Although the format on the inside remains the same, and the colors remain the same, the
covers now carry letters as follows: A – Red Line, B –
Blue Line, C – Gold Line, and D – Green Line. Except
for the Gold Line, all are dated June 29, 2003. This was
the first New Year’s Day that the Metro Gold Line has
operated (it opened on July 26, 2003); a brochure was
issued to show how the Gold Line can be used as
transportation to the Tournament of Roses Parade,
which Steve and his wife attended. They were part of
45,000 who rode the Gold Line, which was a record, as
typical weekday ridership is around 14,000.
San Jose, California
Member John Pappas spent his birthday in San Jose
and a part of it riding VTA’s light rail system. He wrote
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“The line extension to Mountain View is interesting. Lots
of ‘suburban’ low-density, office park running skirting the
former Moffett Field Naval Air Station, complete with
historic blimp hangers. Toward Mountain View, the line
runs in sort of a backyard cut through a new residential
development, which has to be a prototype for the socalled Transit Village concept. It was reminiscent of development I saw in Kassel, Germany earlier this year.
Nicely done. Beyond, there is single track alongside the
Caltrain corridor to the joint Mountain View station. At
that point some of the original 1986-87 UTDC high-floor
cars were being stored. All are out of service and awaiting transfer to Sacramento (21) and Salt Lake (29). The
50 Kinki Sharyo 70 percent low-floor cars have taken
over the system. They are a near cousin to the NJT
Hudson-Bergen/City Subway car, sharing the same dimensions, but some of the body parts, such as windows
and doors, are different. Electrically they sound identical. Two-car trains run during weekdays on the original
Bay Pointe to Santa Theresa Line. Everything else is
single cars. Unfortunately, the cars are difficult to photograph at terminals because of the legacy stationary
ramps, no longer needed with the low-floor loading. In
order to provide level boarding at the older stations,
VTA constructed wooden ramps that meet the frontmost door. Newer stations on the Mountain View Line
were constructed with level platform floors throughout
and older stations are apparently being retrofitted. The
treat of the day was the Christmas season running of
historic cars. Sunday's was former Milan Peter Witt
2001, skillfully double ended by the San Jose Trolley
Co. folks in Kelly Park. The two-person crew was adept
at handling a K controller and traditional air brake.”
San Juan, Puerto Rico
Karl Groh emailed a report that due to “deficiencies
related to the inspection process,” Tren Urbano would
open sometime between February and June.
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada
West Coast Transit reported that its ridership was up
to nearly 8,000 per day, and since it began service on
November 1, 1995, it has carried more than 18 million
passengers.
Tokyo, Japan
Honesty is something that the Japanese are known
for, and they are scrupulous about turning in found articles. Items found in the subway usually wind up in the
Tokyo Metropolitan Police Lost and Found Center, a
four-story warehouse. Thousands of lost objects are
meticulously catalogued and entered into a database,
which describes the item, where it was found, etc.
There are also smaller lost and found centers around
Japan, which are based on a 1,300-year-old system
that preceded Japan’s unification. In 2002, $23 million
in cash was turned into the Tokyo center, 72 percent of
which was returned to its owners. The highest item with
a return rate is cell phones, which are frequently called
(Continued on page 14)
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AND NOW, BATTING CLEANUP...

Member Glenn Rowe shot this photograph of VakTrak vacuum train VT205 in 207th Street Shop on January 19, 2004.

Kingdom. Over the next three years, Spain and Morocco will spend $33 million on engineering and geological surveys. A decision is to be made by 2008.
From the History Files
50 Years Ago: On February 6, 1954, the last non-PCC
cars ran in the Newark City Subway. Their replacements were 30 recently delivered PCCs from Twin Cities Rapid Transit in Minneapolis, which cost $350,000.
The PCCs provided reliable and continuous service until August 24, 2001, when they were replaced by a fleet
of Kinki Sharyo LRVs. Plans call for many to move to
San Francisco and a new career with SF Muni.
35 Years Ago: On February 15, 1969, PATCO, as successor to PTC, resumed service over the Benjamin
Franklin Bridge between Camden and 15/16 St. in
Philadelphia.
News items and comments concerning this column may be
emailed to NYDnewseditor@aol.com.

Commuter and Transit Notes
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by their owners, or the centers trace the owners and
notify them by mail. One final note: a small article, also
in The New York Times, reported that two subway operators in Tokyo have decided to supply toilet tissue for
their commuters, 30 years after the courtesy was withdrawn because of “rampant paper pilferage.” I do not
even want to know what passengers did in the intervening years.
Europe-Africa
The first steps to construct a rail tunnel linking these
two continents has been underway since December,
2003. According to a report in The New York Times,
this rail tunnel, 24 miles in length, would be similar to
the Chunnel, which connects Europe with the United
14
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White Plains Avenues until they were replaced by buses
in 1948. They were seen occasionally on 163rd Street
Crosstown and on Ogden Avenue until 1937. Car 1218
was running on Southern Boulevard in February and
March, 1940.

Richmond Railways 416 at St. George Ferry Terminal, November 25,
1933.
Bernard Linder collection

Richmond Railways 410, later Third Avenue Railway 1210.
Bernard Linder collection

SOUTHFIELD BEACH RAILROAD COMPANY
An obscure and unusual trolley line was operated by
this company, which was incorporated August 10, 1899
and acquired by Richmond Light & Railroad in 1902.
Cars started running on August 10, 1901 from Staten
Island Rapid Transit’s South Beach terminal via a 1.57mile private right-of-way to Midland Beach. Richmond
Railways supplied power and furnished the cars, which
ran from late May or early June until early October.
Cars ceased operating on September 10, 1933.

$175,000 electric bill, which was a year and a half overdue. In May, the matter was brought up but received no
attention. When a one-month shutoff notice was given
to city officials on July 1, the Plant and Structures Commissioner said that bus service would be provided when
the power was shut off. An all-day conference held on
July 30, 1927 was unable to settle this dispute and the
power was shut off at 3:01 AM August 1, 1927 after all
trolley cars were laid up. Meanwhile, the buses started
running shortly before the trolley cars quit.
Municipal operation of Staten Island and Williamsburg
Bridge trolley cars (see December, 2003 Bulletin)
lasted only a few years. But the municipal operation that
started with Unification in 1940 was successful. At the
present time, New York City Transit operates nearly
every transit line in the city.

STATEN ISLAND MIDLAND RAILWAY
COMPANY
On January 19, 1920, this company ceased operations on account of inadequate receipts for several
years. The Board of Estimate and Apportionment turned
a deaf ear to the company’s plea for relief and without
its consent the Transit Commission felt powerless to
help the company.

DEPARTMENT OF PLANT AND STRUCTURES
Because the buses that replaced the trolley cars provided inadequate and inefficient service, the trolley cars
returned on December 1, 1920. New York City’s Department of Plant and Structures bought new little Birneys
and second-hand cars from the Second Avenue Railroad Company and Richmond Light and Railroad. The
trolley cars provided good service at a five-cent fare
until the Comptroller decided that this operation was
illegal and refused to pay the electric bill. But he agreed
to pay the bill after the power was shut off. In April,
1927, Staten Island Edison asked the city to pay the
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Third Avenue Railway car 1205 (ex-Richmond Railways) at White
Plains Road and E. 243rd Street, August 16, 1941.
Bernard Linder photograph
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Around New York’s Transit System
Service Restored on All Four Manhattan Bridge
Tracks
On February 22, 2004, service was restored on all
four Manhattan Bridge tracks for the first time in more
than a decade. Included in the new schedules are the
following extensive route changes:
BRIGHTON LINE: B trains replace q trains. B trains
operate on weekdays during rush hours, midday, and
early evenings between Brighton Beach and Bedford
Park Boulevard in rush hours and 145th Street at other
times. Trains make express stops in Brooklyn and local
stops in Manhattan and the Bronx. Q service was not
changed.
W EST END LINE: D trains replace W trains in Brooklyn. D trains run at all times between 205th Street and
Coney Island. M trains continue operating to Bay Parkway in rush hours, but are turned at Chambers Street
during midday on weekdays.
SEA BEACH LINE: N trains operate between 86th Street
and Astoria at all times via tunnel during the midnight
hours and the bridge at other times.
W trains are shortlined between Astoria and Whitehall
Street on weekdays during rush hours, weekday, and
evenings.
Manhattan Bridge Service Disruptions
We were not aware of any service disruptions until a
broken chord was discovered in April, 1953. All trains
were routed via tunnel for about a month. Normal service was operated until a cracked beam was discovered
on May 25, 1982, after which two tracks at a time were
out of service for brief periods in 1982, 1983, 1984, and
1985. Because it was unable to correct the structural
deficiencies, the NYC Department of Transportation
decided to rehabilitate the Manhattan Bridge.
The following tracks were out of service during the
rehabilitation:
NORTH SIDE
April 27, 1986

SOUTH SIDE
December 11, 1988 (in service September 30, 1990
to January, 1991)

July 22, 2001

It is anticipated that girders will crack occasionally because the rapid transit tracks, which carry the heaviest
loads (moving subway trains), are located at each side

of the bridge. Each train causes the girders to deflect
slightly. Eventually the metal suffers from fatigue and it
cracks. If the track had been placed in the center of the
bridge, like the Williamsburg Bridge, this problem could
have been avoided.
Before the Chrystie Street Connection was opened in
1967, nearly all the trains were operating on the north
side of the Manhattan Bridge and the bridge was developing a permanent set, with the north side of the bridge
being slightly lower than the south side. Since 1967, the
loads have not been as unbalanced; there has been
approximately twice as much service on the north side
of the bridge. In 1953, the Board of Transportation
found a permanent solution, a river tunnel, but could not
raise the $90 million to build one.
Longest Subway Line
The A line, from 207th Street to Far Rockaway, is the
longest subway line, 32.29 miles. Scheduled running
time varies from 94 minutes during midday to 100 minutes in the morning rush.
Residents Request Free Transfer between 3 and L
Lines
About a month ago, Community Board #5 voted to ask
NYC Transit to establish a free transfer point between
the Junius Street station, 3 line, and the Livonia Avenue station, L line. Some residents believed that there
was once a free transfer point. When we checked with
other ERA members and our own records, we found
that there was a connecting passageway, which was
removed many years ago. However, this was never a
free transfer point. An MTA spokeswoman said that a
recent survey disclosed that only 3,000 passengers
transferred between the two stations in the morning
rush, not enough to warrant free transfer privileges.
Correction
Because the Fourth Avenue Subway history in the
December, 2003 Bulletin included only the Brooklyn
portion, we should not have published the May 7, 1920
description of the opening of the 60th Street Tunnel. This
item will be included in our Broadway Subway history, to
be published in a future issue.
On page 3 of the January, 2004 issue, we should have
stated that the last Nassau Street Loop specials operated on November 22, 1967, but rush hour Nassau
Street trains continued running via tunnel and Nassau
Street in both directions until April 25, 1986.

CAR ASSIGNMENTS AND DEVIATIONS THEREFROM
by Bill Zucker
We observed a train of slant R-40s on the following
lines: Q on Sunday, December 14, 2003 and W on
16

Monday, December 15, 2003.
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BROOKLYN BRIDGE “L” SERVICE QUIT 60 YEARS
AGO
On March 5, 1944, BMT elevated trains
ceased operating across the Brooklyn Bridge
to Park Row. The Sands Street and Adams
Street stations were abandoned, and trains
were turned at a new terminal, Bridge-Jay
Street. A double crossover was installed east
of this station, formerly called Bridge Street.
The west end of the platform was extended
and a new entrance was built at Jay Street
and Myrtle Avenue, where passengers could
transfer to the trolley cars or the IND subway.

furnished through service to midtown Manhattan. Because riding declined and service
was curtailed in the 1920s and 1930s, the
elaborate Park Row terminal’s tail switch
tracks and exit platforms were no longer
needed. Starting November 27, 1935, trains
terminated at the easterly platforms and
switched back on a new double crossover
east of the station. The structure supporting
the tail switch tracks and the exit platforms
was demolished.
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Park Row looking south, after exit platforms were
removed in the mid-1930s.
Bernard Linder collection
Park Row looking south, before exit platforms were
removed.
Bernard Linder collection

On September 24, 1883, four months after
the bridge opened, cable cars started operating. Because it was the only transit line linking Brooklyn and Manhattan, patronage increased rapidly. Five-car trains, operating on
a 55-second headway, were overcrowded in
the rush hour. Bridge trains were overcrowded until the BMT and IRT completed
their present network of subway lines, which
1

Meanwhile, the city was building the IND
subway lines, which would eventually divert
more passengers. The Fulton Street IND,
which opened on April 9, 1936, adversely
affected Fulton Street “L” riding as shown in
the table below. The IND ran under the “L” for
several miles and offered passengers a fast
five-cent one-seat ride to midtown Manhattan.
After Unification, riding across the bridge
was so light that service between Park Row
(Continued on page 5)
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INCREASED SUBWAY SERVICE
by Bernard Linder
Fourth Avenue riders should transfer at Pacific Street
instead of DeKalb Avenue because D and N trains
bypass DeKalb Avenue from early morning until late
evening.
Brighton riders whose destination is Sixth Avenue
must remember that B trains do not run at all times. If
they attempt to transfer between D and Q, they will
find it inconvenient when they walk through the passageways connecting the Atlantic Avenue and Pacific
Street stations. Hours of operation of lines whose
schedules were changes are as follows:

When the new schedules went into effect on February
22, 2004, service was increased on several subway
lines. Two additional expresses and three additional
locals helped relieve rush hour overcrowding on the
busy Lexington Avenue Subway. Weekend service was
increased on E, F, G, and R.
Because all four Manhattan Bridge tracks are in service again, BMT and IND trains were through-routed,
and extensive route changes were made. These
changes, which are similar to the 1967 changes when
the Chrystie Street Subway opened, will certainly confuse many passengers. West End, Sea Beach, and

B—CONCOURSE-SIXTH AVENUE-BRIGHTON
WEEKDAYS (there is no weekend service)
Trains run express south of 47th-50th Streets and local north of this station
BEDFORD PARK BOULEVARD SERVICE
Leave Brighton Beach: 5:58-8:07 AM and 3:08-5:48 PM
Leave Bedford Park Boulevard: 5:25-8:57 AM and 4:03-6:37 PM
145TH STREET SERVICE
Leave Brighton Beach: 8:14 AM-2:58 PM and 5:57-8:38 PM
Leave 145th Street: 9:25 AM-4:13 PM and 7:05-8:55 PM

D—CONCOURSE-SIXTH AVENUE-WEST END

All trains make express stops between 145th Street and W. 4th Street
CONCOURSE EXPRESS SERVICE (weekdays only)
Leave 205th Street southbound: 6:16-8:55 AM
Leave 145th Street northbound: 4:20-6:41 PM
TRAINS BYPASS DEKALB AVENUE AND OPERATE EXPRESS BETWEEN 36TH STREET AND PACIFIC
STREET
WEEKDAYS

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

Leave 205 Street

6:16 AM-11:08 PM

6:28 AM-11:13 PM

5:24 AM-11:10 PM

Leave Coney Island

5:30 AM-10:31 PM

6:17 AM-10:30 PM

5:37 AM-10:17 PM

th

At other times, trains stop at DeKalb Avenue and make local stops in Brooklyn
UNUSUAL RUNS—WEEKDAY
Layups arrive at Bedford Park Boulevard at 9:09 and 9:29 AM

G—BROOKLYN-QUEENS CROSSTOWN
Saturday trains leaving Church Avenue from 7:35 AM to 9:17 PM and Sunday trains leaving this terminal from
10:17 AM to 8:09 PM run light on the express track, making the first stop at Smith-9th Street. Trains also run light
on the express track in the opposite direction

M—MYRTLE AVENUE-NASSAU STREET
BAY PARKWAY SERVICE—WEEKDAYS
Leave Metropolitan Avenue: 6:19-9:00 AM and 3:03-6:34 PM
Leave Bay Parkway: 6:30-9:07 AM and 3:08-6:50 PM
PM rush hour trains formerly started half an hour earlier and continued running 2½ hours later
BROAD STREET SERVICE—WEEKDAYS
Leave Metropolitan Avenue: 5:46 and 6:05 AM and 6:49-7:51 PM
Leave Broad Street: 6:35 and 6:54 AM and 7:36-8:33 PM
CHAMBERS STREET SERVICE—WEEKDAYS
Leave Metropolitan Avenue: 9:12 AM-2:53 PM
(Continued on page 3)
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Leave Chambers Street: 10:00 AM-3:41 PM
Trains formerly operated to Ninth Avenue
BROADWAY-MYRTLE AVENUE SHUTTLES
WEEKDAYS

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY

Leave Metropolitan Avenue

8:03 PM-6:13 AM

24 hours

Leave Broadway-Myrtle Avenue

8:25 PM-6:42 AM

24 hours

N—ASTORIA-SEA BEACH
VIA BRIDGE, BYPASS DEKALB AVENUE
WEEKDAYS

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

Leave 86 Street

5:42 AM-9:21 PM (XB-XM)

5:30 AM-10:05 PM (XB-LM)

5:33 AM-10:05 PM (XB-LM)

Leave Ditmars Boulevard

6:26-7:07 AM (XLB-XM)
7:17 AM-7:03 PM (XB-XM)
7:14-10:57 PM (XLB-XM)

5:30 AM-10:37 PM (XLB-LM)

5:30 AM-10:37 PM (XLB-LM)

th

VIA TUNNEL, STOP AT DEKALB AVENUE
WEEKDAYS

SATURDAY-SUNDAY

SUNDAY-MONDAY

Leave 86 Street

10:32 PM-5:01 AM (LB-LM)

10:19 PM-5:01 AM (LB-LM)

10:19 PM-5:01 AM (LB-LM)

Leave Ditmars Boulevard

11:02 PM-5:10 AM (LB-LM)

10:44 PM-5:10 AM (LB-LM)

10:45 PM-5:10 AM (LB-LM)

th

VIA BRIDGE, STOP AT DEKALB AVENUE
th

Leave 86 Street
Leave Ditmars Boulevard

WEEKDAYS

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

5:23 AM, 9:28-10:28 PM (LB-XM)

5:18 AM, 10:12 PM (LB-LM)

5:16 AM, 10:12 PM (LB-LM)

5:30-6:18 AM (LB-XM)

Notes:
LB—local in Brooklyn
XB—express Pacific Street-36th Street-59th Street
XLB — express Pacific Street-36th Street, local south of 36th Street
LM—local in Manhattan
XM — express Canal Street-14th Street-34th Street
UNUSUAL RUNS
Layups arrive at Queensboro Plaza at 8:43 AM and 57th Street-Seventh Avenue at 8:54, 9:13, and 9:52 AM. Put-ins
leave 57th Street-Seventh Avenue at 4:31, 4:39, and 5:02 PM, and Queensboro Plaza at 5:47 PM

Q—BROADWAY-BRIGHTON

Trains operate via bridge between Brighton Beach and 57th Street-Seventh Avenue at all times, making local stops
in Brooklyn and express stops in Manhattan

R—QUEENS BOULEVARD-BROADWAY-FOURTH AVENUE LOCAL
71ST AVENUE SERVICE

WEEKDAYS

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

th

5:21 AM-10:34 PM

5:23 AM-10:19 PM

5:21 AM-10:19 PM

st

5:17 AM-10:39 PM

5:15 AM-10:29 PM

5:14 AM-10:27 PM

Leave 95 Street
Leave 71 Avenue

95TH STREET-36TH STREET SHUTTLE
Northbound trains are express from 59th Street to 36th Street
(Continued on page 4)

3

NEW
2000
NEWYORK
YORKDIVISION
DIVISIONBULLETIN
BULLETIN OCTOBER,
- MARCH, 2004
Increased Subway Service
(Continued from page 3)
WEEKDAYS

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

Leave 95 Street

10:49 PM-5:06 AM

10:37 PM-5:06 AM

10:37 PM-5:06 AM

Leave 36th Street

11:56 PM-5:36 AM

11:56 PM-5:36 AM

11:56 PM-5:36 AM

th

CANAL STREET SHORT-TURNS
WEEKDAYS

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

st

Leave 71 Avenue

10:19, 10:42 PM

10:05, 10:19, 10:41 PM

10:04, 10:19, 10:41 PM

Leave Canal Street

11:24, 11:37 PM

11:09, 11:21, 11:36 PM

11:09, 11:21, 11:36 PM

UNUSUAL RUNS
Put-ins leave 59th Street southbound at 5:57 and 6:13 AM weekdays and 5:57 and 6:17 AM weekends
Put-ins leave 36th Street northbound at 4:00, 4:20, and 4:32 PM weekdays and Canal Street northbound at 5:11
PM weekdays
Layups arrive at 36th Street southbound at 9:04, 9:15, and 9:34 AM weekdays

W — ASTORIA-BROADWAY
WEEKDAYS (there is no weekend service)
Leave Ditmars Boulevard: 6:53 AM-8:38 PM
Leave Whitehall Street: 7:05 AM-9:01 PM
UNUSUAL RUNS
Leave 86th Street: 6:25, 6:43, and 6:56 AM. Trains operate via tunnel, making all local stops to Ditmars Boulevard
Trains leaving Ditmars Boulevard operating via tunnel and making all local stops arrive at 86th Street at 9:37, 9:47,
and 9:57 PM and are laid up
An N train arriving at Ditmars Boulevard at 7:55 AM weekdays leaves as the 8:03 AM W
Service was increased on the following lines:
HEADWAYS
Route

April 27, 2003

February 22, 2004

E, F

10

8

Sunday morning

Time of Day

G

12

8

Saturday morning and afternoon

G

12

10

Early Saturday evening

G

12

10

Sunday morning

G

12

8

Sunday afternoon

N (Brooklyn)

8

6½

N

10

8

Sunday afternoon

R (Brooklyn)

8

6

AM and PM rush hours

R

12

8

Saturday morning and afternoon

R

12

10

Early Saturday evening

R

12

10

Sunday morning

R

12

8

Sunday afternoon

R

12

10

Early Sunday evening

6

5, 4

4, 3½

Beginning of AM rush

6

4

3, 3½

End of PM rush

AM and PM rush hours

Weekday 5 layups arriving at E. 180th Street at 9:31, 9:50, 9:59, and 11:14 AM operate on the middle track from
Third Avenue-149th Street to E. 180th Street. Trains formerly made local stops
4
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which had no difficulty handling the passengers who still
wanted to ride across the bridge.
A detailed history of rail transit on the Brooklyn Bridge
was published in the May, June, July, September, and
October, 1983 Bulletins.

Brooklyn Bridge “L” service Quit 60 Years Ago
(Continued from page 1)

and Bridge Street was discontinued on March 5, 1944.
Passengers were given free transfers to the trolley cars,

PASSENGER TRAFFIC STATISTICS
FARES COLLECTED—FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30
Year

Park Row

Sands Street

Adams Street

Bridge Street

1936

4,684,682

1,980,571

2,580,034

1,831,433

1937

3,870,232

1,875,895

2,296,104

1,724,346

1938

3,167,231

1,556,413

1,809,615

1,465,257

1939

2,906,205

1,480,425

1,646,804

1,390,721

1940

2,514,726

1,441,010

1,521,048

1,346,505

1941

998,453

723,701

1,473,234

1,597,455

1942

1,116,866

886,286

1,455,571

1,762,477

1943

1,249,562

957,793

1,529,618

1,862,203

Looking west, toward Park Row station.
Bernard Linder collection

Train on the Brooklyn Bridge.
Bernard Linder collection

Looking west from
Sands Street station.
Cable railway train is on
bridge approach.
Bernard Linder collection

High Street station, westbound, above Sands
Street station, June 7,
1941.
Bernard Linder collection

(Continued on page 13)
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TECH TALK
by Jeffrey Erlitz
protection board yet. This track had been removed from
service before Chrystie Street in 1967 and the rails
were only lifted a year or so ago. New signals, furnished
by Union Switch & Signal, and new train stops, furnished by Twinco, have been installed. Signal cable is
still being strung up and the new switch physically south
of the station still has not been installed. The safety
niches in the retaining wall between the middle tracks
(J3 and J4) have been filled in with cinder blocks.
Conditions at Bowery are the same as Canal Street.
The reconstruction of the track is complete except for
the installation of the third rail protection boards. All of
the new signals and train stops are installed. The new
northbound crossover between Bowery and Essex
Street from Track J4 back over to Track J1 is still not
installed. I believe this work will be done sometime this
spring or summer.
Continuing last month’s new series of track diagrams
of subway lines that were never built, we take a look at
the extension of the IND Queens Line beyond 179th
Street. The Queens Line was built under construction
routes #104, 107, and 108, in many sections. The existing tunnel (Route 108-Section 12) extends two train
lengths beyond the switches north of the station at 179th
Street, ending at Hillside Avenue and Dalny Road/184th
Street. According to my source drawing, Board of Transportation Engineering Department Drawing #784.9, the
Hillside Avenue Extension would have been built as one
section (13) and would have been approximately 11,990
feet, or 2.27 miles, in length. Cross Island Boulevard is
known as Francis Lewis Boulevard today.

Last month I noted that the first three tracks in Yard B
at Corona Yard had been removed from service. This
was to provide space for the construction of the new
maintenance shop under contract C-34714. On February 13, the remaining nine tracks (Tracks 27-35) in Yard
B were permanently removed from service. I can only
presume at this point that some trains will need to be
laid up on the mainline somewhere. Tracks Ma and Mb
in the middle at 111th Street come to mind.
Much work has been happening under contract S32309-R. Freeman Street Interlocking on the Lenox
Avenue-White Plains Road Line is now just a memory.
The four crossover switches north of the station were
removed between December 6 and 22 last year. Between December and February the interlocking tower
still functioned but only controlled the old home and approach signals. During the nine days from February 14
to February 22, the new automatic signals were placed
in service between Prospect Avenue and 174th Street.
These signals are being fed from two new Central Instrument Rooms, 277 CIR and 310 CIR. There are now
just two remaining electro-mechanical interlocking machines left anywhere on the IRT. These US&S Model 14
machines are at East 180th Street and 239th Street Yard.
I conducted an informal survey of the BMT Nassau
Street Line last month to catch up on the progress of
the reconfiguration project. I have not mentioned this
project in quite a while but work has, in fact, been progressing. To refresh your memory, this project (contract
C-34572-R) will reroute Queens-bound J trains from
Track J1 to Track J4 from south of Canal Street to north
of Bowery. In Canal Street station, Track J4 has been
completely reinstalled, including third rail, but there is no

Hillside Avenue Extension
Route 108-Section 13
9-12-31

D5
D3
D4
D6

179 St

D1
D7
D8
D2

D3
D4

187 St

197 St

Cross
Island
Blvd

214 St

Springfield
Blvd

(Continued on page 15)
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Commuter and Transit Notes

by Randy Glucksman

portunity could be lost. Funding for most of this purchase ($237.7 million) would come from the sale of MTA
bonds, which would go on the market early next year.
After the approval was announced, New York City
Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg criticized the plan because there are other items that he feels that the MTA
should address, including extension of 7 to the West
Side of Manhattan and takeover of the private bus operators.
For financial and possibly political reasons (remember,
Connecticut Governor John Rowland tried unsuccessfully to eliminate Shore Line East service a few years
ago), CDOT is taking a different approach. Rather than
replace its oldest EMUs, $150 million will be spent over
the next seven years to rehabilitate 242 M-2s. Mobilizing the Region for February 2, 2004, published weekly
by the Tri-State Transportation Campaign, added that
during the week of January 19, about 40% of the cars
operating on the New Haven Line were out of service. It
reported that repair crews were working around the
clock to return cars to service, but there is a need for
new cars because the New Haven Line is scheduled to
get only 15-20 cars in 2007-2008. CDOT has recommended that up to 400 new cars should be ordered, but
the Rowland Administration has kept a lid on this request to the legislature. Besides the car failures, slow
replacement of the aging catenary must take some of
the blame. Metro-North spokesman Dan Brucker told
The New York Times (February 7) that on the extremely cold days, speeds are reduced from 90 mph to
50 or 60 mph. The Connecticut Rail Commuters Council, an advocacy group, is urging riders to contact their
state legislators about the commuting conditions.
For President’s Day, February 16, a Saturday schedule was in effect on all lines. The New Haven did add
two inbound AM trips.
On-time performance (OTP) for 2003 came in at
96.4%, which was shy of the goal (97.5%). This is even
lower than 2002 (97.3%). There was little variance between the three lines – Hudson (96.6%), Harlem
(96.3%), and New Haven (96.4%). The goal for this
year remains at 97.5%, although the railroad has not
gotten off to a good start, given the snow and cold
weather.
In spite of everyone’s best intentions, including replacing the speedier ferries with older models, the extremely
cold weather caused the Hudson River to freeze in Ossining, which resulted in cancellation of the HaverstrawOssining Ferry on January 27. The engines of the older
and slower boats are not as susceptible to freezing as
are the newer ones. The practice in past years when

MTA Metro-North Railroad (East)
Hopefully by now, the extremely cold temperatures
and snows of January are only a memory. But, on January 15, snow caused damage to enough of MetroNorth’s rolling stock that 36 afternoon trains were canceled or combined. The breakdown was as follows:
Hudson, 7; Harlem, 11; and New Haven, 18. One inbound Harlem and New Haven train was also canceled.
The next afternoon was just slightly better, when only 31
trains were canceled or combined but express service
was canceled and trains made all stops. At the peak of
the shortage, 216 cars were out of service. Long Island
Rail Road service was also affected, but to a lesser degree. This slightly reduced service continued through
the morning of February 17.
All news stories about this problem cited the motors,
so I asked member Jeff Hakner, who is a Professor of
Electrical Engineering, to give us an explanation. Here
is his answer. “I believe the a.c. traction motors used on
the M-7s are ventilated. They are not completely impervious to outside weather. However, d.c. motors have a
commutator and brushes. Proper operation relies on the
brushes making a good firm contact with the copper
commutator segments, while at the same time, the mica
insulation between the segments and between the commutator and the grounded motor must prevent any electrical leakage. When snow gets packed into d.c. motors,
it can either act as an insulator preventing good brush
contact (and melted snow can cause sparking and surging), or it can melt and cause insulation failure, which
can lead to a ‘flash-over,’ i.e., a damaging arc that runs
along the surface of the commutator and destroys the
motor winding. A.C. motors operate on the principle of
magnetic induction. There is no electrical contact between the stationary and rotating part of the machine,
unlike the d.c. commutator. Electrically, an a.c. induction
motor could operate completely immersed in water. The
only deleterious effect would be on the ball or roller
bearings, which will eventually fail from contaminated
lubrication.”
Metro-North’s first M-7s, 4000-4001, were delivered in
December, 2003. As of early February, there were six
on the property. And with the coldest weeks in many
years taking their toll on the aging M-1/M-3s, MetroNorth asked the MTA Board to accelerate the purchase
of an additional 120 M-7s when it learned that the
manufacturer, Bombardier, has an opening in its production line. The option for 120 cars was slated for inclusion in the 2005-2009 Capital Program. The Journal
News reported that this option expires on May 31,
2005, and given the history of New York State budgets,
if the budget is not approved on time (April 1), the op-

(Continued on page 8)
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Branches. Thursday, out of 133 trains, 43 operated late,
with delays of 6 to 25 minutes. The problems were predominantly with the older M-1s, because the fine powdery snow finds its way into the motors. The 226 newly
purchased M-7s are performing well, because they
have a different design that protects their motors from
snow. (Please see Jeff Hakner’s comments under
Metro-North (East). Thanks to member Larry Kiss for
summarizing the article.
During the afternoon of February 2, an equipment
train derailed in Jamaica Station on Track 1. Video footage showed one of the two cars as 9300, and although
crews worked throughout the night, the track remained
out of service until the next afternoon. Passengers were
warned to expect 15-20-minute delays on all westbound
trains through Jamaica.
Two extra inbound trains and one outbound were operated on the Port Washington and Ronkonkoma
Branches for the Saturday schedules which were in effect on President’s Day.
How many colleges in Nassau and Suffolk Counties
are accessible by the Long Island Rail Road? The answer is 24, and the reason I know this is that the LIRR
has published a brochure entitled TAKE THE LONG ISLAND RAIL ROAD TO COLLEGE, which lists all of them.
Alphabetically, they range from Adelphi (Garden City) to
Webb Institute (Glen Cove); geographically, Long Island
University Southampton College (Southampton) to U.S.
Merchant Marine Academy (Kings Point).
NJ Transit
Train #1204 (6:53 AM Waldwick), operating as scheduled via the Main Line, derailed near Secaucus, temporarily causing a suspension of service between Kingsland and Hoboken. Passengers were moved to a rescue train, which continued to Hoboken. Buses were
pressed into service. Initial findings have attributed the
derailment to “human error” because the train was being flagged through a frozen switch. Service was resumed at 1:15 PM.
To address commuters’ concerns about the December
15, 2003 schedules, new timetables for the Main/
Bergen, Montclair-Boonton, Morris & Essex, Northeast
Corridor, and Pascack Valley Lines were issued on February 15. Even before these timetables went into effect,
the Montclair-Boonton was reissued with a note:
“Revised February 2004.” As an example, Train #3815
(6:01 AM New York) was routed to the same Trenton
Station platform as its SEPTA connection to Philadelphia. Trains added stops south of Newark and there is
an additional early morning train stopping at Secaucus
Junction. Time adjustments were made for a few other
trains to provide better connections at Secaucus Junction. Metro-North produced a new Port Jervis/Pascack
Valley edition. The colors on these timetable folders
were flipped.
NJ Transit also operated a Saturday schedule on

Commuter and Transit Notes
(Continued from page 7)

this condition occurred was to bus passengers to Tarrytown. Ferry service, using the winter schedule (older
boats), was resumed February 4, except for the first and
last trips, which continue to be bused. This situation
remained unchanged as of press time, mid-February.
An eagle from Grand Central Station, predecessor to
Grand Central Terminal, has nowhere to land. According
to an article in The New York Times City Section
(January 11), this particular eagle was acquired from a
monastery in Garrison, New York, and restored at a
cost of $70,000. It was to be placed on the balcony that
overlooks the main concourse, but those plans fell
through when it was learned that Michael Jordan’s
Steakhouse would have to give up 40 seats. The statue
weighs 1.5 tons, and the wings have a 13-foot span,
which makes it harder to find a suitable location within
the terminal. An offer to place it at the Yonkers Railroad
Station, which is undergoing a major renovation, was
rejected, but hope is not lost. Last November, the Landmarks Preservation Commission approved a temporary
installation above the terminal’s southwest entrance at
E. 42nd Street and Vanderbilt Avenue, but this decision
is not satisfying everyone. David D. Morrison, author of
a book entitled The Cast Iron Eagles of Grand Central Station (Cannonball Publications, 1998 - $7.95 at
the Transit Museum Store), believes that this location
“would aversely affect the view of Grand Central Terminal that Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis fought so hard to
preserve.” It is thought that originally there were 10 or
more eagles, but no one really knows for sure.
MTA Metro-North Railroad (West)
West of Hudson OTP, at 92.5%, also missed the goal
last year (94.8%) and fell below 2002’s 95.5%. The
Pascack Valley came in at 95.2% and the Port Jervis at
90.3%.
Prior to December 15, 2003, when Secaucus Junction
opened, my travels did not bring me in contact with the
rolling stock. But seeing NJ Transit’s new Comet Vs
caused me to wonder what would become of the MetroNorth Comet IIBs that occupied the 6000-6003 spots.
The answer is that they have been renumbered 59805983.
With the delivery of F-40PH-2CAT 4193 and 4194 (exAmtrak 308 and 310), the number of locomotives assigned to west-of-Hudson service is at an all-time high
of eleven. 4193 was the motive power for my trip home
on February 9. The previous acquisitions, 4191-4192,
were also ex-Amtrak. They arrived in 2000.
MTA Long Island Rail Road
Newsday (January 31) reported that the Long Island
Rail Road typically has 106 cars out of service for inspections and routine matters, 152 cars were out the
previous morning. The railroad cancelled 11 evening
trains, mostly on the Port Washington and Babylon

(Continued on page 9)
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rehabilitate the 80-year-old historic stations and viaducts at Brick Church, South Orange, and East Orange
on the Morris & Essex Lines.
FYI for January had an article entitled WHY WE DO
WHAT WE DO DURING THE WINTER. One of the questions
dealt with the opening of moveable bridges on many of
NJ Transit’s lines. In case you did not know, NJ Transit
reported that it has 14 moveable bridges, of which it
maintains 12. Amtrak has responsibility for two (Portal
and Dock). Member Davis Dure helped to compile the
table below. Some bridges are not staffed and require
24 hours advance notice in order that an operator may
be sent to the bridge to open it.

Commuter and Transit Notes
(Continued from page 8)

Presidents’ Day. Unlike the other commuter operations
in the metropolitan area, there are two lines that have
no Saturday service – Montclair-Boonton and Pascack
Valley. A Service Advisory was published for the Montclair-Boonton Line, which listed three AM and three PM
trains that were scheduled to from Hackettstown to Hoboken and Montclair to NY Penn. The following day, two
Service Bulletins were issued, another for the MontclairBoonton Line to let passengers know that two stops
were omitted for Train #1004 (7:13 AM Lake Hopatcong) and one for the Pascack Valley Line, which gave
the exact times that trains would stop at stations. In the
regular timetable there was a note that trains would
leave from Spring Valley at 6:20, 7:20, and 8:25 AM and
from Hoboken at 2:27, 4:17, 5:17, and 6:17 PM. MetroNorth’s timetable for February 15 included these trains,
which were numbered in the 9600-series and gave the
times that these trains would stop at each station. A
note in the Pascack Valley Line timetable folder identified the three inbound and four outbound trains that operated. On the Northeast Corridor there were 2 extras in
each direction, while on the North Jersey Coast and
Raritan Valley Lines, one extra in each direction was
scheduled.
Trackage that had been used by Bergen County and
Pascack Valley Lines trains until last August has largely
been removed so that a roadway can be placed there.
These trains now stop at the new station, which is to the
west of that location.
There is good news about the Arrow IIIs. NJ Transit
will purchase various components to be used by inhouse forces to perform overhauls on these cars. The
materials required are to cost about $199,000 per car,
and range from an air spring lock ($32) to main inductors ($40,000). Built in 1977-78, all 230 cars were overhauled by ABB between 1992 and 1995. This work will
help to keep up their reliability and maintain them in a
state of good repair.
One of my co-workers reported that Comet I 1608 has
been parked on a siding north of I-280 and the Morris &
Essex Lines in Harrison. This out-of-service car has
been covered with graffiti.
A $7.71 million contract that has been awarded will
NAME
LINE
Beach Draw
Atlantic City
Delair
Atlantic City
Brielle
North Jersey Coast
Shark
North Jersey Coast
Oceanport Draw
North Jersey Coast
Morgan Draw
North Jersey Coast
River Draw
North Jersey Coast
Dock
Northeast Corridor
Portal
Northeast Corridor
HX
Bergen County / Pascack Valley

NAME
Upper Hack Draw
Lyndhurst Draw1
Newark Draw
Lower Hack

LINE

WATERWAY

Main Line
Main Line
Morristown
Morristown

Hackensack River
Passaic River
Passaic River
Hackensack River

Note 1: Not in service as a moveable bridge.

Prior to September, 2002, two Draws on the Lower
Boonton Line were active – DB Draw (Hackensack
River) and WR Draw (Passaic River). On February 12,
passengers riding Corridor trains found a seat notice
informing them about a new rule that was to go into effect on March 1. An agreement was made among NJ
Transit, Amtrak, and the United States Coast Guard to
limit the number of times that Portal Draw would open
during peak periods for a 90-day pilot program. Portal
Draw will only open between the hours of 6 and 10 AM
and 4 anad 8 PM for commercial vessels that face tidal
conditions, or for safety requirements. Previously, this
restriction was only in place from 7:20-9:20 AM and
4:30-6:50 PM.
To show the magnitude of the problem, in 1994 NJ
Transit operated 88 trains in and out of New York during
the peak. By 1999, the total had increased to 124, to
140 (2002), to today’s 186. Last year there were 141
openings for river traffic, which delayed 424 trains. In
December, 2003 alone, there were 25 bridge openings,
which caused delays to 93 trains. Based on the results
of this pilot program, a request may be made to make
these changes permanent.
As February drew closer, I became increasingly suspicious about the February 15 opening date for the River
Line. My experience has shown that as opening dates
come closer, there is usually publicity, and for the River
WATERWAY
Beach Thoroughfare Line this did not happen. My beliefs were confirmed on
February 2, when I received an email reporting that the
Delaware River
new date would be March 14. Executive Director
Manasquan River
George Warrington attributed the delay to the fact that
Shark River
Oceanport Creek
the service was not reliable enough. There were other
Cheesequake Creek reports about the failure of gates at 18 of the 70 grade
Raritan River
crossings, and some instances in which they came
Passaic River
crashing down on top of cars. When service does beHackensack River
gin, trains will operate on 30-minute headways, rather
Hackensack River

(Continued on page 10)
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than the planned 15-minute headways in rush hours, at
least for the first two months. Originally the line was to
open last year, but no firm date was ever given until this
one (February 15), which of course did not happen. Because of the necessary lead times in publishing, the
February Bulletin had an article about the history of
this line, which had been intended to coincide with the
line’s opening.
Member Lee Winson reported that “Pennsylvania Railroad” type signs were to be mounted in the eves of the
station shelters, and that the cars have received lettering "River Line" along with a new logo that has been
placed on the left side at the front. It’s quite attractive.
The River Line’s website — www.Riverline.com — is up
and running.
Roughly 35 residents from Kearny, Bloomfield, and
Glen Ridge testified to NJ Transit personnel asking that
rail service, provided by NJ Transit or the New York &
Greenwood Lake Railway, be restored to what has become known as the Lower Boonton Line. Many complained that the replacement bus service to neighboring
stations was unsatisfactory, but there were a few who
had positive comments. NJ Transit has 45 days to make
the recorded testimony public and an additional 45 days
in which it can reverse its decision (unlikely) or restate
its position of discontinuing this service. Thanks to NJARP for the report.
Museums
Have you ever wanted to own one of the Chicago
North Shore & Milwaukee’s Electroliners? Well here’s
your opportunity, because the Rockhill Trolley Museum
is offering the one it has had since 1982, for sale:
CNS&M 803-804. This unit, along with 801-802, ran
from 1941 until January 21, 1963 between Milwaukee
and Chicago, and then on the Red Arrow’s Norristown
Line, this one as the Independence Hall. Valley Forge
was the name of the other set, which is at the Illinois
Railway Museum. Rockhill is primarily interested in
straight financial offers, but will consider financial offers
that include one or more pieces of operable street railway rolling stock. The museum has no rail connections,
and in the press release, it mentioned that when these
cars arrived on the property six tractor-trailers were required for the move.
Scheduled for 2004
CORRECTION: Member Bob Wright wrote that in the
January column, in the reference to the opening of the
Yellow Line in Portland in May, the operator should be
Tri-Met, not Tri-Rail.
Miscellaneous
Railway Age published its annual passenger car review and outlook (for North American cities), and this
year the backlog of undelivered cars decreased, as can
be seen in the table below.
10

YEAR
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004

DELIVERIES
1,014
1,935
1,653
1,286
N/A

BACKLOG
3,745
3,921
2,946
3,973
3,301

New commuter cars were delivered to Caltrain (17),
GO Transit (18), LIRR (160), METRA (88), NJ Transit
(50), and Sound Transit (17). Rebuilt commuter cars
were returned to GO Transit (32), MTA MD (16), NJ
Transit (110), NCTD (6), SEPTA (25), and VRE (10).
Amtrak took delivery of 46 rebuilt Amfleets, Superliners,
and Horizons.
New light rail cars went to Calgary (17), Houston (18),
Los Angeles (2), Minneapolis (8), Pittsburgh (2), Portland Tri-Met (14), Sacramento (33), Salt Lake City (7),
SF Muni (5), and Santa Clara (45). Two rebuilt PCCs
went to SEPTA. New subway cars went to MARTA (14),
NYC Transit (296), San Juan’s Tren Urbano* (74), and
WMATA (60). In addition, rebuilt subway cars went to
CTA (126), SF BART (98), and WMATA (86). (*These
were also included in the total for 2002.)
Twenty-four transit agencies, from MARTA to WMATA
(Atlanta to Washington D.C.), have cars on order that
compose the 3,301-car backlog. New and rebuilt commuter, light rail, and subway cars are included in this
total.
New orders are expected this year from GO Transit (810), Metrolink (35), SEPTA (104), Tri-Rail (5), and Salt
Lake City UTA (33-40), for commuter cars. Light rail
cars could be ordered for Denver (20-34), Houston (8),
Monterrey, Mexico (12), and Oceanside (12 DMU). Systems contemplating overhauls include Amtrak, Caltrans,
GO Transit, and VIA. The perennial anticipated order for
between 245-300 new PATH cars appears once again,
but has been upped to 340 to include a rebuilding of 94
PA-4s.
Other Transit Systems
Boston, Massachusetts
Below-freezing temperatures in mid-January caused
Boston’s harbor to freeze, resulting in a temporary suspension of MBTA commuter boats.
The New England Patriots won Super Bowl XXXVIII,
and a celebration was held in Boston on February 3.
When they won two years ago, there was no extra rail
service to transport the tens of thousands who came
into Boston to attend the Super Bowl Victory Parade.
Things were different this time, as the “T” did operate
extra service on the Attleboro, Lowell, and Franklin
Lines. Unfortunately for those who required it, restroom
facilities were not available at North Station. Thanks to
member Todd Glickman for these reports.
When new timetables were issued on January 3, there
was none for the Fitchburg/South Acton Line. That has
been remedied as of February 17. Todd wrote that as
part of the recent fare hike, this line was to receive
(Continued on page 11)
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some express service, as this is the longest line, with
the least service. One peak hour trip in each direction
runs express between South Acton and Porter Square.
Off-peak, a nearly four hour gap in inbound service has
been reduced to 3 hours, with a departure at 6:12 PM.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
From Cinders: SEPTA’s staff is preparing a recommendation to be submitted to the board by June on the
future (if any) of trolleybus service in Philadelphia. At
the present time, all five routes, two in South Philadelphia and three serving Frankford Depot, are being
served by diesel buses. In the meantime, 200 new steel
poles to replace worn or damaged ones on trolleybus
and streetcar lines are being purchased.
SEPTA’s Girard Avenue Line may open as early as
June, in spite of delivery of the PCC IIs being slower
than expected. But enough may be here by summer to
start the line (Brookville, the outfit rehabbing the cars, is
committing to a two-car-per-month delivery schedule
which began last month). There is still a small amount
of track work and operator training to be completed before the line can open.
Special Regional Rail schedules were issued for
Christmas Day with most lines on at least two-hour
headways, exceptions being R1/Airport (the usual halfhour) and both R3/Elwyn and R8/Fox Chase, which ran
every three hours. Thanks to Bob Wright for these two
reports.
Baltimore, Maryland
Member Steve Erlitz sent two news items from Baltimore. As of February 1, the route structure of the Central Light Rail Line was modified, reducing the number
of routes from three to two: Hunt Valley/BWI Airport and
Penn Station/Cromwell. Formerly these routes were
Hunt Valley/Camden Yards, Cromwell/North Avenue,
and BWI Airport/Penn Station. Headways are 15 minutes between Mount Royal and Linthicum and 30 minutes on the branches to the ends of the lines during offpeak and on weekends. Peak hour headways are 10
and 20 minutes, respectively. This remained in effect
until February 28, when MTA MD closed the southern
end from Camden Yards to Cromwell and BWI Airport.
This outage is expected to last for seven months, or
until about October 1, in order to install the second
track. While buses are not a replacement for rail service, temporarily two bus services have been instituted.
Locals will stop at all stations south of Camden Yards to
both Cromwell and BWI Airport, while expresses will
service Cromwell, North Linthicum, and Patapsco. This
“new” route structure will return upon completion of the
track work. Some facts: the Central Light Rail system is
30 miles long and serves 33 stations. Right now, only
60% are double-tracked, and when this project is completed, nearly 90% will be double-tracked, leaving 2.6
11

miles of single-track line. 27,000 passenger trips are
made on its rails each day.
Washington, D.C. area
On March 1, MARC added an additional train at 6:20
AM between Baltimore and Washington and a midday
train (12:30 PM) from Washington and Baltimore to
Martin State Airport, Edgewood, Aberdeen, and Perryville. Thanks to Steve Erlitz for the report.
Charlotte, North Carolina
Charlotte Area Transit System has purchased six
miles of right-of-way from Norfolk Southern for eventual
use in its proposed South Corridor Light Rail Line. Plans
call for service to operate between I-485 near Pineville
to 7th Street in Charlotte. CATS has now acquired 56%
of the property needed to build the line. Final system
design is underway. Thanks to Progressive Railroading for the news.
Tampa, Florida
The success of the 2.3-mile-long TECO Line has
caused its supporters to begin pushing for extending it
further north into downtown Tampa. A consultant projected that an additional 100,000 riders could be attracted to the system. So far, $4.5 million in grants of
the estimated $6-7 million cost has been identified, but
those funds would not become available until 2007 or
2008. Thanks to member Dennis Zaccardi for the report.
South Florida
Tri-Rail schedules have remained unchanged since
August 14, 2000, but in spite of this, new editions have
been issued, with “microscopic” dates. During a January visit, at the Delray Beach station I found schedules
with March, 2002, May, 2003 and November, 2003
dates.
At first glance the article from the Palm Beach Post
looked intriguing because it read COUNTY, WEST PALM
WORKING ON PLAN TO ADD 5 TROLLEYS TO SYSTEM, but
member Karl Groh had crossed out the word “trolleys”
and wrote “wooden buses.” A grant of $1.2 million has
been approved for this purchase, but where they would
operate has not been decided.
In order to speed up construction of the second track,
Tri-Rail substituted buses for five midday trains (P610
and P612-P615), between Mangonia Park and Boynton
Beach as of February 1. Called “bus bridges,” the absence of rail service is providing a four-hour window for
the contractors. This operation has been used sporadically on weekends. Under the terms of the agreement
with the FTA, Tri-Rail had promised that the double
track project would be completed by March 19, 2005,
and that rush hour trains would run every 20 minutes.
Unfortunately the project has fallen behind schedule
because of problems of having to relocate gopher tortoises (December, 2002 Bulletin), moving miles of fiber
optic cable that is buried beneath where the second
track will be located, and coordinating the work around
(Continued on page 12)
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operating trains. An extension until November, 2005 has
been sought. Under the terms of the contract, the contractor is liable for fines of $50,000 for each day that the
project is late. The “bus bridge” service is expected to
continue through May. Thanks to member Joe Gagne
for the news from the South Florida Sun-Sentinel.
Railway Age reported that Metro Dade has awarded
a $2.3 million contract to determine what must be done
to overhaul its fleet of 136 “subway” cars. This project
had been planned for 1996 but was never done. The
consultant will also determine whether or not it is costeffective to overhaul 12 of the 29 Metromover cars.
Chicago, Illinois
After suffering for years with abysmal conditions at the
Randolph Street Station, METRA Electric commuters
now have a guarantee from METRA’s Board that construction will be accelerated. It is now expected that
work will be completed six to eight months earlier than
had been anticipated. New ticket windows, a waiting
area, and a pedestrian walkway are to be in service this
November. In the meantime, a vendor who sells coffee,
snacks, and newspapers is on site, located in the former Lost-and-Found Office. METRA blamed the slow
pace of construction on the city’s Millennium Park project, which “superseded” its own efforts to rebuild the
station. Work on the subterranean station is expected to
be complete by 2006.
In connection with the abandonment of the turnstile
system, as of February 1, monthly tickets are honored
through noon of the first day of the following month for
which the ticket was issued. NJ Transit, Metro-North,
and the Long Island have had a similar policy for years.
Although the magnetically coded tickets are no longer
required to access METRA Electric stations, they will be
used until all stock is exhausted. Also, there is a $2 surcharge for on-train ticket purchases if there is a working
ticket vending machine or an agent at the station.
New Orleans, Louisiana
“New-old style” car 2017 became the first streetcar in
nearly 40 years to operate on Canal Street. This event
took place on October 2, 2003, when 2017 successfully
completed its test run. But, there were many construction and landscaping to be completed before the cars
will be allowed to run in regular service. Thanks to Karl
Groh for his report from the Electric Railway Clubs of
Florida's Live Overhead.
Seattle, Washington
Kinki-Sharyo and Mitsui have been awarded a $131.8
million contract to construct 31 low-floor trolleys for the
Central Rail Link, scheduled to open in 2005.
While in Seattle for a meteorology conference, meteorologist Todd Glickman had the opportunity to ride Amtrak south to Vancouver, Washington via Train #501,
Amtrak Cascades Service, which uses Talgo equip12

ment. He wrote: “this was my first experience on it. (Ed.
My wife and I rode the Talgo demonstrators in this service in 1997, and we thoroughly enjoyed the ride, meals
and movies – July, 1997 Bulletin.) Rode in Business
Class, which added a $12 supplement to my $19.80
base fare (including AAA discount). A $3-off coupon for
on-board food was provided. Business Class has two
compartments, with 18 seats per compartment in a 2x1
layout. In addition, there is a bistro car (including seating area), and eight coach class cars. Power units are
on either end, permitting bi-directional operation. A fulllength movie was shown (in all classes) on overhead
monitors. Personal headsets were accommodated, or
could be purchased for $4. All seats have power outlets
for laptops, and in my compartment most people were
typing away. The Conductor knew many of the business
class passengers by name — it seems as though many
people commute weekly or more often on this train.
Crew consisted of a Conductor, Assistant Conductor,
Engineer, Bistro Car Attendant, and Talgo Maintainer. I
found the ride a bit harsh, especially when going over
switches. There was a noted ‘ker-PLUNK,’ much more
noticeable than on standard Amfleet coaches, and
which is practically non-existent on Acela Express. Another minor annoyance was the doors separating the
cabins. They opened quietly with the turn of a handle,
but closed automatically with a pneumatic mechanism
that hisses and spits loudly for about twelve seconds
per operation. So every time a passenger or conductor
moved through the compartment, there were noticeable
sounds you don't hear on Amfleet or Acela Express.
When the movie is not on, the screens display real-time
trip information, including current time, ETA at the trip's
terminal, the next station stop, and the current outdoor
temperature. There is also a crude map, showing the
current location and that of the next station.”
“The southbound trip was on time, and with a threehour running time, was about one hour faster than my
return trip northbound on the Coast Starlight #14
Viewliner train. I could see the wayside speed limit
signs, with three designations, such as "T75, P70, F50,"
indicating 75 mph for Talgo, 70 mph for other passenger, and 50 mph for freight. MAS (maximum allowable
speed) on the route is 79 mph, though the train is capable of 120 mph. The Conductor told me that the Talgo
was authorized for 12% faster speed through curves
than the Viewliners. The northbound trip on #14 was
$19.80 reserved coach — there's no Business Class,
though sleeping compartments were available for longdistance travelers. I was able to wander through the
train...and had dinner in the dining car. The First Class
Parlor car was really spectacular, looking like a woodpaneled, double-decker version of Liberty Bell 1030.
The train ended up being an hour late end-to-end (it
started in LA); the explanation was that when Amtrak
runs in UP territory, it gets second rate service. BNSF is
(Continued on page 13)
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much more cooperative. It was a good railfanning trip.”
Orange County, California
In January, by a vote of 9-2, transit officials approved
the routing for the 9.3-mile CenterLine LRT project. As
originally proposed, CenterLine would have been 28
miles. The approved routing would link John Wayne
Airport and Santa Ana, with a short spur to the Santa
Ana College. Building this will not be cheap, as Bristol
Street would have to be widened and as many as 500
pieces of property would have to be condemned. No
dates were given as to when construction would begin,
nor when it could be operational.
Oceanside, California
The North Coast Transit District has awarded Siemens Transportation Systems a $50 million contract to
build 12 DMU “Sprinters” for the Oceanside to Escondido Line, which is now set to open in 2006. There is a
funding shortfall because of an effort to balance the
state budget. California’s new governor, Arnold Schwarzenegger, has talked of eliminating the so-called Traffic
Congestion Relief Program, which was contributing the
$80 million.
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada
West Coast Express reported that its daily ridership is
now at 8,000.
Tel Aviv, Israel
With the restoration of rail service between Tel Aviv
and Beit Shemesh, Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
believes that it would not be too long before there is a

train to Eilat (in the southern part of the country). Funding has been included in the Transportation Ministry’s
five-year (2004-2008) plan for this route as well as completion of the Tel Aviv-Ben Gurion Airport Line (set to
open this spring), which would be extended to Modi’in
and ultimately to Jerusalem. Two portions of the Airport
Line and the Modi’in extension are already under construction. New cars and locomotives would also be acquired. Thanks to Seymour Linder, brother of Editor-inChief Bernie Linder, who sent this report from the Jerusalem Post.
Correction
Member Charles Treuhold corrected an item that appeared in the January Bulletin: Singapore has been
independent from Malaysia since 1965.
From the History Files
50 Years Ago: On March 28, 1954, the New Haven
Railroad displayed car 4410 at the New Rochelle station. 4410 was part of a group of 100 ignitron rectifierequipped MU cars built by Pullman-Standard. These
cars had a tendency to bounce, and by the 1980s were
replaced by the M-2s. A few remain in work train service, while others were preserved in museums.
20 Years Ago: On March 5, 1984, with the pending
completion of the Upper Harlem electrification project to
Brewster North (now Southeast), the Thornwood station, which was located on a severe curve, was closed.
Electric service began on April 30, 1984.
News items and comments concerning this column may be
emailed to NYDnewseditor@aol.com.

Brooklyn Bridge “L” service Quit 60 Years Ago
(Continued from page 5)

Looking west from Sands Street station, with trolley cars on the
outer tracks.
Bernard Linder collection

Upper level of Sands Street station, April 19, 1937.
Bernard Linder collection
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Brooklyn Bridge “L” service Quit 60 Years Ago
(Continued from page 13)

Looking south toward Tillary and Washington Streets, June 9,
1941. Myrtle Avenue trains turned left and Fulton Street trains
stayed straight.
Bernard Linder collection

Looking east from Sands and Washington Streets, June 7, 1941.
Bernard Linder collection

Adams Street station, looking south.
Bernard Linder collection

Myrtle Avenue “L” looking east from Adams Street station.
Bernard Linder collection

Transfer from Myrtle Avenue “L”
to surface lines or IND subway at
Bridge-Jay Street station.
Bernard Linder collection

Transfer from IND subway to
Myrtle Avenue “L” at Jay
Street station.
Bernard Linder collection
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this tower. This interlocking used to be slightly more
flexible than it is today. Switch 13/14, between express
tracks A3 and A4, was removed and not replaced with
the new signal system. Notice that moves could be
made northbound on Track A1 past dwarf signal 6 as
well as southbound on Track A2 past dwarf signal 22.
Today, these moves are prevented with stop-and-stay
marker signals.
Next month, we’ll travel down to Canal Street Interlocking, which also controlled Prince Street.
Jeff may be contacted via e-mail at jerlitz@pipeline.com.

Tech Talk
(Continued from page 6)

Continuing my series of historic interlocking diagrams,
we travel one station further south on the BMT Broadway Line to 34th Street. As you are now used to, only
the signals and switches controlled by this tower are
shown. Once again, the diagram below shows the configuration of the interlocking before the installation of the
new signal system in the period from 1959 to 1962. The
orientation of this diagram, with north to the left, is the
same as what used to be on the actual model board at
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NO LONGER THE MISSING PIECES II
by Randy Glucksman
Last February, I wrote about riding new rail lines in the
metropolitan area. Since then, there have been other
additions. In my columns I have already reported on
Exchange Place (June 29), World Trade Center (PATH November 15) and Secaucus Junction (September 6
and December 15).
My wife had made plans with some of her friends for a
Saturday afternoon at the end of January, and I decided
to get “caught up.” The agenda was HBLRT’s extension
to 22nd Street and the JFK AirTrain. Using my NJ Transit monthly ticket, I took Train #74 from Suffern to Hoboken. It had been a while since I rode via the Main Line,
and I noted that there were high-level platforms at the
not-yet-opened new station at Ramsey and at Paterson,
which has an island platform, the result of the doubletrack project of a few years ago.
Arriving at Hoboken, I purchased a HBLRT ticket
($1.50). Luckily (temperatures were in the mid-20s), the
next car out was destined to Bayonne. The switches
leaving Hoboken were all working, and unlike my previous trip we did not wrong-rail out of the terminal. Electronic signs on the cars still read 34th Street, but unlike
my co-workers experience in December (February Bulletin), the automated announcements were not being
used. Instead, the train operator announced each stop.
Paper signs reading “22 St. Bayonne” were displayed in
the front windshields. I later found out that the reprogramming of the signs was delayed by a “software
glitch.” We made good time operating on Essex Street,
as the trolley’s traffic lights all lined up for us. Once we
left Liberty State Park, the car picked up real speed.
Nearly every car had a black plastic “garbage” bag protecting its coupler.
On the return trip I got off at Exchange Place and took
PATH to World Trade Center. My previous trip was oneway (on the first day of weekday service) so I did a
round trip and a half this time so I could also see
(westbound) Tunnel F. Due to a General Order, E
trains were operating on Sixth Avenue so I rode to W.
4th Street and took the train to Sutphin Boulevard. That
train operated via the 63rd Street Tunnel.
The AirTrain terminal at Jamaica is a really modern

structure, and from street level, it is a long escalator
ride to the upper level. (I used the passage from the
upper level to get to the LIRR for my return to New
York.) There are MetroCard vending machines, which
dispense the cards that are required in these turnstiles.
My Employee MetroCard did not work — in fact, the
message read: NO GO – NOT VALID — so I purchased
one of the $10 cards, with the $2 bonus. My wife can
use the card the next time we ride the subway.
The ride was very interesting, as you have elevated,
surface and subway (actually tunnel) operation, under
some of the airplane runways. According to the map,
trains from Jamaica and Howard Beach operate
counter-clockwise, while the terminal trains are supposed to run clockwise. As we reported in last month’s
column, the inner loop trains were still running counterclockwise. I did one complete ride on the outer loop,
waited at the Terminal 8/9 station for an inner loop train,
and did a round-trip. Moments after I detrained, a Howard Beach train came, and I rode it to that terminal. Enroute, a female employee boarded with a vacuum
cleaner and cleaned the car. That train left soon and I
rode to Station C – Federal Circle, which is the only
double-deck station on the system. To get to Jamaica
required going down one level. It was there that I met
one of the AirTrain employees who told me that the inner loop running parallel with the outer loop was only a
temporary situation, and that clockwise service was to
be restored soon. He also told me that some of the airline employees were annoyed about this situation as it
adds extra minutes to their commute because they
have to ride all the way around, instead of changing at
Terminal 1 and back-riding. While I was waiting for the
train to Jamaica, I noticed that service is more frequent
to Howard Beach. This was confirmed by the AirTrain
employee, because that is where the demand is.
At Jamaica, I purchased one of the new City Tickets
($2.50) for the ride into NY Penn, where I changed for a
train to Secaucus Jct. This train operated via the Bergen County Line to Suffern. All in all, it was a very nice
day.

CAR ASSIGNMENTS AND DEVIATIONS THEREFROM
by Bill Zucker
There are no more R-40Ms in East New York. The last
R-40Ms were transferred on or about January 19, 2004.
On January 20, we observed 4530-3, 4536-41, and
4548-9 in service on N and q. We do not know when
16

these cars were transferred.
During weekends, slant R-40s and R-40Ms are occasionally in service on Q and W. Sometimes these cars
continue running on the above routes on Monday.
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would be rerouted to the Rutgers Street Tunnel together
with the F train. Other proposals involve joint operation
with the BMT in the Montague Street Tunnel or joint operation through both tunnels.
If this joint operation is implemented, Queens riders
will enjoy better service, but Brooklyn riders may find
that their service cannot be increased.

Around New York’s Transit System
(Continued from page 18)

In each proposal, the AirTrain would run on the LIRR’s
tracks to Flatbush Avenue. The four options list a choice
of several routes to Manhattan. The most expensive is a
new river tunnel. If there is joint operation with the A
train through the Cranberry Street Tunnel, the C train

BMT-IND CAR ASSIGNMENT
CARS REQUIRED FEBRUARY 22, 2004
LINE
A

AM RUSH
20 R-32, 110 R-38,
200 R-44

PM RUSH

LINE
M

20 R-32, 110 R-38,
200 R-44

AM RUSH
136 R-42

PM RUSH
136 R-42

B

N
150 R-40, 90 R-40M 140 R-40, 80 R-40M
30 R-40, 112 R-68,
20 R-40, 112 R-68,
CARS REQUIRED APRIL 27, 40
2003
R-68A
40 R-68A
LINE
AM56
RUSH
RUSH
LINE
AM
RUSH
RUSH
C 96 R-32,
Q
R-38
96 R-32, PM
40 R-38
136
R-68A
128 PM
R-68A
5
1/9
320 R-68
R-62A
300
R-62A
330 232
R-142
320
R-142
D 232
R
216
R-68
R-46
240
R-46
2 260
6
310 R-32
R-142
300
R-142
370 120
R-142A
380
R-142A
E
V
260
R-32
R-46
120
R-46
3
F

7
W

20 R-33S,
200 R-36,
90 R-40
121 R-62A
G 40 R-46
S
36 R-46
12 R-44
4
S
260 R-62, 30 R-142,
260 R-62, 30 R-142, 50(Rockaway)
10 R-62A
50 R-142A
R-142A
J/Z 152 R-42
152 R-42
S (Franklin 4 R-68
Avenue)
L

240 R-32,
R-62A264 R-46
120

48 R-42, 128 R-143

230
R-62A
100
R-32,
256 R-46

20100
R-33S,
R-40200 R-36,
121 R-62A
12 R-44
10 R-62A
4 R-68

48 R-42, 128 R-143

NOTE:
One N train goes into W service in the AM and is shown under N in the car assignment

IRT CAR ASSIGNMENT
CARS REQUIRED FEBRUARY 22, 2004
LINE

AM RUSH

1/9 320 R-62A

PM RUSH

LINE

AM RUSH

PM RUSH

300 R-62A

5

330 R-142

330 R-142

2

310 R-142

300 R-142

6

400 R-142A

400 R-142A

3

200 R-62, 40 R-62A

190 R-62, 40 R-62A

7

341 R-62A

341 R-62A

4

40 R-62, 260 R-142,
50 R-142A

40 R-62, 260 R-142, 50
R-142A

S

10 R-62A

10 R-62A
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Around New York’s Transit System
Wider Passageway Under Atlantic Avenue Station
Rehabilitation of the Atlantic Avenue and Pacific Street
stations, which began four years ago, is nearly complete. This transfer point, the fourth busiest on the transit system, is used by 131,000 people a day.
Because the narrow passageway connecting the three
subway stations and the Long Island Rail Road was
always crowded, NYC Transit’s engineers decided to
double the width. Widening the concourse by excavating along the edges of the passageway and bolstering
the roof in sections was considered risky and laborious.
If the earth slipped as little as an inch, service would
have been suspended until repairs were completed. To
solve this problem, the engineers consulted Irwin S.
Toporoff, an engineering consultant and tunneling expert, who suggested suspending the subway tunnel
from the roof.
In July, 2000, workers gained access to the subway by
digging two giant holes in the pavement above the IRT
station. To perform this work, the Department of Transportation gave the contractor permission to close two
lanes on Fourth Avenue for 18 months. Before drilling
the other hole, the control house was moved to a
nearby parking lot on a flatbed truck in the middle of the
night in early 2000. This control house, designed in
1908 by the same architects who designed the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, was an elaborate ornamental
subway entrance until it was closed thirty years ago. In
the latter part of 2000, ten-inch-diameter steel pipes
filled with concrete and a steel rod through the middle
were sunk from the subway platform into the earth 50
feet below. The pipes were extended to the ceiling of
the subway. Work trains from the Bronx transported 36foot-long crossbeams weighing 300 pounds per foot.
These beams, which crossed the tunnel just underneath
the roof, supported the Flatbush Avenue pavement and
most of the tunnel’s weight including platforms, stairways, and passengers. Smaller columns and supports
were placed under the tracks. After the crossbeams and
the columns were in place, the height of the structure
was adjusted a fraction of an inch until the subway tunnel was supported by the crossbeams.
In August, 2001, workers started digging in two directions. One group dug toward the Pacific Street station
while the others advanced toward the Atlantic Avenue
station of the Brighton Line. The 15-foot passageways
were widened to 42 feet.
To make the station wheelchair-accessible, eight elevators were installed. Fifteen stairways were widened or
added. In March, 2003, the control house was transferred to the original location and workers started restoring it.
This $160 million renovation project is nearly com18

pleted. Transit officials believe that they have changed
the whole look of the station.
Reasons for Curved Alignment
After reading the answers to two questions about
curved alignment in the New York Times’ FYI column,
we found different explanations.
F trains encounter two reverse curves on the turnout
between Jay Street and Bergen Street because they
must switch from the express to local tracks in this area.
If the F ran express and the G ran local to Church
Avenue, the former would have followed a straight route
to Bergen Street lower level. But the line was never
busy enough to justify running expresses, and trains
from Manhattan have always switched on this turnout.
On the Flushing Line, there are sharp curves west of
Queensboro Plaza and east of Hunters Point Avenue.
The IRT could not pick the best alignment because it
was necessary to connect Queensboro Plaza, an important junction, with the approach to the Steinway Tunnel,
which it bought from a trolley company when they were
unable to obtain a franchise.
Redbird Reefing Completed
Member David H. Frazer (ERA #1343) sent us an article from the Wilmington, Delaware News Journal which
summarizes the Redbird reefing program. Delaware
was the first and last state to receive Redbirds (619 in
total) that were sunk in the ocean 16.5 nautical miles
from the Indian River inlet between August, 2001 and
November, 2003. By donating the cars to reef programs, including the cost of cleaning and transporting
them offshore, instead of selling them for scrap, NYC
Transit saved $20 million. When Delaware accepted the
cars, it qualified for $18.2 million in federal grant money.
These cars have been covered with mollusks and barnacles, producing one of the best fishing spots in the
area, especially bass fishing. Although the cars’ floors
are lined with asbestos tiles, environmental officials concluded that asbestos did not pose a threat to humans or
marine life.
South Carolina, Virginia, New Jersey, and Georgia
received between 50 and 250 cars each.
Proposed Through Service from JFK Airport to Manhattan
The Lower Manhattan Development Corporation released four options for through rail service between JFK
Airport and lower Manhattan. When the final design is
selected in April, the cost estimate and the method of
financing may be revealed. The MTA was prepared to
make a “significant contribution,” but it is doubtful
whether it can afford to build this project in addition to
the Second Avenue Subway and the LIRR extension to
Grand Central.
(Continued on page 17)
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NYC TRANSIT’S REHABILITATION PROGRAM
While surfing the Internet, our Production
Manager found a list of proposed new contracts. The following are of interest to our
readers:
NEW SOUTH FERRY TERMINAL: NYC Transit
would like to build a new station to replace
the century-old South Ferry station, which
was opened on July 10, 1905. This station
cannot accommodate a full-length train and
is located on a sharp curve. NYC Transit expects to build a new tunnel diverging from the
existing tunnel at Greenwich Street and Battery Place and continuing under Battery Park
to a new station under Peter Minuit Plaza. A
new mezzanine with direct access to the
south mezzanine of the Whitehall Street station would be built above the proposed new
South Ferry station. Work includes facilities
for ADA access from Peter Minuit Plaza at
street level. Duration of the contract is 27
months.
MODERNIZE 12 R-52 DIESEL LOCOMOTIVES:
Twelve R-52 diesel locomotives will be modernized. A prototype will be fitted with a new,
cleaner diesel engine, traction alternators,
traction motors, compressors, and gauges. A
cab with associated gauges and controls with
various systems will create a specification
compliant refurbished locomotive.
PURCHASE DUAL-MODE CWR HANDLER/FLAT
CARS: The contractor is required to design,
furnish, test, and deliver 36 thirty-ton live load
capacity dual-mode continuous welded rail
vehicles. Sixteen vehicles will form two 8vehicle consists, and the remaining 20 will
have provisions to mount rail handling equipment.

1

ADA ACCESSIBILITY — JUNCTION BOULEVARD
STATION: Three ADA compliant elevators will
be installed at the Junction Boulevard station
on the Flushing Line. Platform edge modifications and warning strips will be provided.
ADA-required signage and an automated
fare access system will be installed.
ADA ACCESSIBILITY — 231ST STREET STATION: NYC Transit would like to install two
ADA-compliant elevators from the street to
the northbound and southbound control
houses at the 231st Street station of the
Broadway-Seventh Avenue Line. The contractor will reduce the gap between the platform edge and the door sill and provide platform edge warning strips and ADAaccessible turnstiles.
REHABILITATE BEACH 116TH STREET STATION:
This project includes refurbishing the Station
Agent’s booth, furnishing new ADA-compliant
entrance doors and ramps, installing new
lighting, and replacing the roof on the control
house.
REHABILITATE FIVE STATIONS AND ELEVATED
STRUCTURE — JAMAICA LINE: NYC Transit
expects to rehabilitate the Alabama Avenue,
Van Siclen Avenue, Cleveland Street, Norwood Avenue, and Crescent Street stations
and to rehabilitate 1.9 miles of elevated
structure from east of the Broadway-Eastern
Parkway station to east of the Cypress Hills
station. The contractor must repair structural
deficiencies throughout the station, upgrade
communications, electrical service, and lighting systems, and provide new, fully equipped
Station Agents’ booths and fare arrays as
required.
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FOURTH AVENUE SUBWAY TRACK PLANS
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Fourth Avenue Subway Track Plans
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LAWRENCE STREET STATION...AT THE BEGINNING
photographs from the Bernard Linder collection

Willoughby Street near Lawrence Street,
looking west, during station construction.

Lawrence Street at Willoughby Street, looking north, at opening of station, June 11,
1924.

Lawrence Street at Willoughby Street, looking south, at opening of
station, June 11, 1924..

Lawrence Street at Willoughby Street,
looking north, at opening of station, June
11, 1924.

(Continued on page 13)
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TECH TALK
by Jeffrey Erlitz
Returning to the 74th Street station on the Flushing
Line, I neglected to mention last month that the canopies over the platforms are being extended to the north
end of each platform. When completed, these platforms
will be completely covered from end to end. In addition,
the steelwork used on these new canopies matches
exactly the original 1917 style of the original canopies.
On the Jerome Avenue Line, the stations at Mount
Eden Avenue and 167th Street are being bypassed from
March 27 to June 25, in both directions. This is to facilitate station rehabilitation work under contract A-35843.
On the Lenox Avenue-White Plains Road Line, the last
of the new signals to be placed in service under contract S-32309-R were done so over three weekends.
This was the section from north of 142nd Street Junction
to north of Third Avenue-149th Street. Over the weekend
of March 20-21, new switch machines were installed on
the two single crossovers north of 149th Street-Grand
Concourse. US&S Model M-3 electric machines replaced the original US&S A-10 electro-pneumatic machines. Over the weekend of March 27-28, the new signals were placed in service on northbound Tracks 3 and

4A, the connection from the Jerome Avenue Line.
Lastly, the signals on southbound Track 2 (including the
connection to the Jerome Avenue Line, Track 1A) were
placed in service over the weekend of April 17-18. With
the completion of this work, this contract has reached
beneficial use. Removal of the old signal equipment and
possible punch list work are all that remain to be done.
On the Nassau Street Line, the new switch from Track
J1 to Track J4 south of Canal Street was installed over
the weekend of March 20-21.
Continuing my new series of track diagrams of subway lines that were never built, we take a look at the
extension of the Queens Boulevard Line south of Van
Wyck Boulevard. Apparently, only one section, containing one station, was designed. According to my source
drawing, Board of Transportation Engineering Department Drawing #784.9, this extension would have been
approximately 3,050 feet, or 0.58 miles, in length. The
ramps that were built in 1936 as a provision for this line
were then used for the Archer Avenue Extension in the
1980s.
(Continued on page 6)

Van Wyck Boulevard Extension
Route 108-Section 9A
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To
Sutphin
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signal contract S-92 around 1961 or so, it became a
separate interlocking. At the same time, however, Canal
Street became a part of City Hall Interlocking and is no
longer considered separate. In typical BMT fashion, Canal Street used to be slightly more flexible than it is today. Moves could be made southbound on Tracks A2
and A4 past dwarf signals 5 and 6 as well as
northbound on Tracks A1 and A3 past dwarf signals 17
and 18. Today, these moves are prevented with stopand-stay marker signals.
Next month, we’ll travel down to City Hall Interlocking,
which was a much smaller interlocking than it is today.
Jeff may be contacted via e-mail at jerlitz@pipeline.com.

Tech Talk
(Continued from page 5)

In my continuing series of historic interlocking diagrams, we travel one station farther south on the Broadway Line to Canal Street. As is now usual, only the signals and switches controlled by this tower are shown.
The orientation of this diagram, with north to the left, is
the same as what used to be on the actual model board
at this tower. As you can see from the diagram, Prince
Street was not a separate interlocking in those days.
When City Hall took control over Prince Street under
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Commuter and Transit Notes
MTA Metro-North Railroad (East)
Commuting on Metro-North this winter was difficult at
best for riders who had to squeeze into overcrowded
trains due to the high number of out-of-service cars. As
was reported last month, Connecticut’s governor has
put a hold on funding new rail cars, and now, the New
Haven Register reported that CDOT wants to raise
fares by 5.5%. Last July 1, fares went up 15%.
New York State’s Capital Program Review Board, a
four-member panel with one appointee each from the
state Assembly speaker, state Senate majority leader,
governor, and New York City’s mayor, bowed to pressure that was exerted by New York City Mayor
Bloomberg, and vetoed the proposal to purchase 120
M-7s ahead of schedule. The MTA can submit this proposal for reconsideration. For details please see last
month’s Bulletin.
The October 26, 2003 timetables were reissued on
January 20 to remove references to the extra services
that were operated for the Christmas season. MetroNorth has done this in the past. Also listed in these new
ones, which will expire on April 3, are extra trains for St.
Patrick’s Day on the Hudson (one each way) and Harlem (one inbound) Lines. Inexplicably, fare information
still does not appear; passengers are directed to the
Ticket and Fares Brochure. The Long Island Rail Road
includes this information in its timetables – it was removed last year prior to the fare increase.
Last May’s fare increases helped contribute to lower
ridership on east-of-Hudson lines, as did the region’s
continuing economic slowdown and several events, including some that were weather-related and the Northeast Blackout in August. Overall, there were 71.1 million
riders (-0.8% vs. 2002), and the average weekday ridership was 244,000. Revenues were up 11.5% to $378
million. In spite of the slight decline, ridership, since
1984, is up 52%. The loss in riders was consistent on all
three lines: Harlem, -1.4%, Hudson, -1.0%, and New
Haven, -0.2%. Ridership declined on the Bronx portions
of the Harlem (-8.6%) and Hudson (-4.5%) Lines as well
as on the Dover Plains/Wassaic segment (-0.6%).
There were slight increases, +1.0% on the Upper Hudson and +1.5% on the outer New Haven.
Although Thanksgiving Weekend ridership declined by
1%, Thanksgiving Day ridership was up 10% over 2002.
Off-peak ridership to/from Manhattan was 3% higher
than 2002 on all weekends except December 6-7, when
there was a major snowstorm. Through the month of
December, the weekend days had differences Saturdays (+6%) and Sundays (-1%). Metro-North and its
predecessor railroads have cultivated this ridership over
the years. The oldest special Christmas/New Year’s

by Randy Glucksman

timetable in my collection from the New York Central is
dated 1967, and Metro-North continues with that tradition. Special timetables for Thanksgiving have been produced since 1987.
Speedier ferries using the faster schedules went back
into service on March 1 on the Haverstraw-Ossining
route.
After leaving the March Division meeting, when I arrived at Grand Central Terminal, a few tracks away from
my Hudson Line train was the M-7 test train. Its composition, from the block, was 4006-4007-4010-4011-40084009.There was lots of test equipment inside, and wires
that were connected to the cars' exteriors. One MetroNorth train crew also boarded just to get a sneak peak.
MTA Metro-North Railroad (West)
4194, the second overhauled locomotive for west-ofHudson service, was delivered in February.
Comet-Vs, which had been scheduled for delivery
starting in January, arrived in late February. First sightings included cars between 6756 and 6765. There are
to be 65 in all. The first five cars were placed into service on March 15. Meanwhile, Metro-North has requested proposals to overhaul the 24 Comet II cars that
will be replaced by the Comet Vs. Once overhauled,
they will run in east-of-Hudson service – they were all
built by Bombardier.
CARS

TYPE

BUILT

NOTES

5173 - 5174 Cab

1987 Ex-Metro-North 6113, 6117

5175 - 5177 Comet-IIA Cab

1983

5178

1987

Comet-IIB Cab

5980 - 5983 Comet-IIB Trailer

1987 Ex-6000-6003

5986 - 5987 Comet-IIB Trailer

1987

5988 - 5993 Comet-IIA Trailer

1983

6173, 6176, Contract 34 Trailer
6178, 6180,
6182, 6184

1991 Ex-Metro-North, same numbers

Left out of this contract are the original west-ofHudson stainless cars, 5198-5199 (cabs) and 59945999 (trailers). It has been suggested that these cars be
moved across the Hudson, overhauled, and held as a
spare train that could be used in an emergency.
Ridership fell last year on the New York Statecontrolled portions of the Pascack Valley (Pearl River,
Nanuet and Spring Valley) and Port Jervis (west of Suffern) Lines, for the same reasons as east-of-Hudson.
Overall, the loss was -2.4%. Port Jervis Line was -2.2%,
while on the Pascack Valley the loss was -3.2%.
Connecticut Department of Transportation
Some Connecticut lawmakers are supporting legisla(Continued on page 8)
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had been stored out-of-service for several years, and
brought by a pair of LIRR MP-15 locomotives over the
Hell Gate Bridge to be interchanged with Metro-North
Railroad. At New Rochelle, a GP-35R work locomotive
picked up the consist and moved it to New Haven. They
are due to be sent onward via the Waterbury Branch
and the Naugatuck Railroad to their final destination of
Torrington, Connecticut.
NJ Transit
General Order No. 801 was placed into effect at 12:01
AM January 10, 2004.
OTP for 2003 declined slightly when compared to
2002. Last year trains ran on-time 93.3% of the time
while in 2002 their performance was 94.6%. The goal
was 95%. HBLRT improved from 97.5% to 98.6%.
After Township residents twice rejected proposals for
rail facilities, including construction of the M-O-M
(Middlesex-Ocean-Monmouth) rail line, South Brunswick’s mayor, Frank Gambatese, is thinking about asking NJ Transit to add South Brunswick as a stop on the
Northeast Corridor Line as the closest train stations are
in Princeton Junction and Jersey Avenue in New Brunswick, and require driving on busy Route 1 or Route 27,
and there is limited parking. He plans to meet with other
mayors in North Brunswick, East Brunswick, Monroe,
and Plainsboro to discuss regional issues, including
ways to improve transportation. Thanks to the Home
News Tribune (New Brunswick) for this report.
If you have been an observer of NJ Transit’s trains
lately, with the possible exception of the Main/Bergen,
and Pascack Valley, where many of the trains are still
all-Comet Is, consists are mixed. According to the Jersey Central News, published by the Jersey Central
NRHS, a Santa Claus train was operated on December
13, between High Bridge and Westfield, and the train
was a matched 12-car set of Comet-IBs, former ArrowIs, bracketed by a pair of GP-40-PH2Bs, 4201 and
4212. Lately, it appears that NJ Transit has been making an effort to put the Comet Vs into complete trainsets.
When there are delays on the lines that run through
Secaucus Junction, NJ Transit has established certain
protocols for stopping unscheduled trains there.
NJ Transit riders were spared any fare increases this
year, for the second year in a row.
What was described as a “one-time” test run to Weehawken was made on Thursday February 19. NJ Transit’s spokesman admitted that the agency was satisfied
with the results of the tests, and that there could be
other such test runs before the line opens this summer.
A few weeks prior to the March 14 opening, since I
had registered at www.RiverLine.com, I received in the
mail a copy of the Inaugural Edition timetable and an
“Owner’s Manual.” The timetable did not have a date,
but the “Owner’s Manual” referenced that the schedules
were effective February 15, 2004, which had been the

Commuter and Transit Notes
(Continued from page 7)

tion that would speed up the purchase of new rail cars
for the New Haven Line. Long-term plans call for buying
400 new cars at approximately $4 million each. In the
short-term, there is only funding for 18 cars. Thanks to
member David A. Cohen for the report from the New
Haven Register.
MTA Long Island Rail Road
General Order No. 306 went into effect at 12:01 AM
March 15, and new timetables, which will remain in effect though June 20, were issued for all branches. A few
adjustments were made to the schedules of certain
trains, such as Train #2737, which now operates three
minutes earlier at 6:18 AM from Speonk. This is the
dual-mode train that goes to Penn Station, and this
change was made “in order to better reflect the time
needed to operate the train.” These schedules also reflect completion of track work between Jamaica and
East New York, and new track work between Jamaica
and Valley Stream and between Syosset and Huntington, construction of the Rosedale station, and preparatory work for major work in the Queens Village area.
Our senior member, Joe Gagne (ERA #308), sent an
article from the East Hampton Star that appeared in a
column entitled “50 Years Ago – 1954,” which reads as
follows. “From Alvin L. Spivak of Yonkers, N.Y., who described himself as a mechanical engineer with several
years of experience in the railroad field, the supervisors
received a plan for continued operation of the Montauk
Branch of the Long Island Rail Road should it be abandoned by the carrier. Explaining that he and several
associates believe that the section of the line east of
Patchogue could be successfully operated if equipped
with modern, diesel coaches, Mr. Spivak wrote in part:
‘We propose that the line between Patchogue and Montauk be acquired by either Suffolk County or the towns
served, and that operating rights be granted a corporation that we would organize. Public ownership of the
track and right-of-way would bring the railroad into line
with its competitors, all of whom use facilities owned
and maintained at public expense, and it would permit
fares to be reduced sufficiently to attract new business.’” Mr. Spivak was ERA #485. I tried unsuccessfully
to find a telephone number for him. Joe had this remembrance of Alvin: “He was a great enthusiast of (the)
Third Avenue Railway system and one could find him
out on one of the lines on a Saturday-Sunday afternoon.” The ERA’s (unofficial) historian, member Jimmy
Mattina, told me that the last year that Mr. Spivak was
an active member was 2000.
At the February Division meeting, it was announced
that the 10 Mitsui (model C-1) bi-levels delivered in
1990-91 and used until the arrival of the Kawasakis
would be transferred on Saturday, February 21. 30013010 were moved from Morris Park Yard, where they

(Continued on page 9)
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cordingly by reducing service and the size of its fleet.
Prior to 9/11, it carried an average of 33,000 passengers per day on all of its routes. Following the terrorist
attacks ridership peaked at 65,000, leveled off to
60,000, and is currently at 40,000.
PATH ridership during 2003 was up by 20,000 from
160,000 in 2002.
Museums
Shore Line Trolley Museum (Branford) has announced
its schedule for the 2004 operating season. Members
Day will be held on April 24 and the popular “Rapid
Transit” weekends will occur on the fourth weekend of
each month. The specific dates are May 22/23, June
26/27, July 24/25, August 28/29, and September 25/26.
Anyone who has attended these has always had an
enjoyable time. There are also a host of other events
and activities planned, and you will find them on Branford’s website: www.bera.org.
Meanwhile, body restoration work continues on Brooklyn PCC 1001. The Tripper reported that at the beginning of 2003, this car was partially stripped and bare,
and by year’s end exterior paint removal was completed
and metalwork repair has been done to the sides, rear,
and front. The exterior is in primer, and work is ongoing
to strip the interior paint. Other cars that operated in the
metropolitan area have not been neglected, and a
status report appears below.
• Newark PCC 27 – a new set of center doors was
fabricated
• NYCTA R-17 6688 – exterior was repainted, its
interior received some touch-up paint
• BMT Elevated Trailer 197 – continued exterior and
interior wood refinishing and overhaul of its gates
• BMT Closed Motor 1227 and Convertible Motor
1349 – platform work
• Hudson & Manhattan 503 – another section of
floor framing was rebuilt and headlining panels
were refinished
• Maintenance work was done on IRT 5466 and
IND 1689
Other Transit Systems
Boston, Massachusetts
The MBTA Board recently approved several contracts,
including $9 million for South Station remodeling finishes, $2.3 million for new gates to be used in the upcoming conversion to automated fare collection, and
$3.5 million for a consultant to assist in the deployment
of the 100 Breda LRVs.
Citing security concerns, “T” officials are considering a
shutdown of North Station during the National Democratic Convention to be held in the FleetCenter from July
26-29. Early planning calls for Green and Orange Line
trains to bypass the station. Member Todd Glickman,
who emailed this report, used as his subject, “Why I’ll
be on vacation this July.” The New York Times

Commuter and Transit Notes
(Continued from page 8)

latest date that the line would open. The format of the
“Owner’s Manual” is like the one that was prepared for
Secaucus Transfer, in English and Spanish, depending
on which way you open it. Thinking back to 1976, when
Washington D.C.’s Metrorail began, WMATA also published an “Owner’s Manual,” and something that was
written in it was something that I remembered over the
years. The last page is entitled HOW TO CARE FOR YOUR
METRO, and reads in part: “Be proud of it! You paid for it.
It was built by you and for you. But like anything else of
value, it can be destroyed all too quickly – like that new
home or sleek car that takes so much saving to buy. A
dropped cigarette on the carpet, a spilled drink, scribbling on the wall by children of all ages………you would
not permit it in your home or car, don’t permit it in your
Metro.” The paragraph concludes with “Take care of it,
and it will take care of you – far into the future.” Last
cars depart from Trenton at 9:05 PM weekdays, 9 PM
Sundays, and 12 AM Saturdays. Service from Camden
is very similar. The last car from the Entertainment Station leaves for 36th Street at midnight, Sunday-Friday
and 1:15 AM Saturday. From 36th Street to the Entertainment Station, the last car departs at 11:26 PM Sunday-Friday, and at 12:56 AM Saturdays. Unfortunately,
due to the death of my father-in-law a few days earlier, I
was unable to attend the opening.
Port Authority Trans-Hudson Corporation
While life can never be as it was prior to 9/11, the Port
Authority reported that ridership numbers are up on the
World Trade Center Line and that Lower Manhattan is
slowly recovering. Three months after the November
23, 2003 opening, ridership is up to 30,000 per day,
12,000 more than expected. This puts WTC ahead of
33rd Street, which has 26,500. No mention was made in
a New York Times report about the impact that the December 15, 2003 opening of Secaucus Transfer (NJ
Transit refers to the station as Secaucus Junction) for
weekday service has had on the uptown line. The
Times Herald-Record reported that 30 days after the
opening of Secaucus Transfer, the number of passengers transferring through Secaucus Transfer was 3,700
on weekdays and 1,500 on weekends. Of those totals,
more than 500 are traveling to stations other than NY
Penn, e.g., Newark, Newark Airport, Trenton, etc. It is
expected that the weekday totals would increase to
4,700 within six months. Metro-North spokesman Dan
Brucker was quoted as saying that with the April schedule changes there would be an additional train on the
Port Jervis Line, but that is contingent on Alstom delivering its order of Comet Vs. This contract is two years
late in delivery due to numerous problems including the
truck manufacturer, Buckeye, going out of business.
New York Waterway ferry service has also been affected by both rail openings, and it has responded ac-

(Continued on page 10)
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Commuter and Transit Notes
(Continued from page 9)

(February 28) reported that for the National Republican
Convention at Madison Square Garden in Manhattan
between August 30 and September 2, Penn Station
would be kept open.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
SEPTA’s Board of Directors was set to award the contract for 104 Silverliner Vs to a Korean firm with no experience building this type of car for the American market. This was a key element of the bidding process on
which points were awarded. The company, United Transit Systems, Incorporated, was declared the low bidder
although it ranked fourth out of the companies that bid
on this project. In terms of technical score, Kawasaki
was number one, but its bid was $14 million higher than
the UTS bid of $236 million, and facing a budget shortfall again this year, the Board decided to save the
money. History has shown that SEPTA does not have a
good track record in terms of car procurement in the
dollar cost of placing new equipment into service and
the amount of time that it has taken. Two examples are
the Norristown and Market-Frankford cars. Both companies (ASEA and Adtranz) had little if any experience in
their respective markets, as the results have shown.
The Philadelphia Inquirer reported that Adtranz was
the low bidder for the replacement cars on the MarketFrankford Line, and the cars arrived two years late and
had a variety of technical problems including faulty door
mechanisms that cost SEPTA $6.2 million to replace.
Charges of “politics” have been thrown into this matter,
as UTS hired a firm with political ties to the Republican
Party to lobby SEPTA, a charge that was denied by GM
Faye Moore. Kawasaki was considering all options to
try to get this contract. A Kawasaki spokesman told the
Inquirer that his company had built over 32,000 cars for
other countries in the past 30 years. In the past two
decades it has built cars for Philadelphia (Broad Street
Subway and the LRVs for the Subway-Surface and Red
Arrow Lines) and New York City. One of the “parents” of
UTS sold 12 cars to the Alaska Railroad in the 1990s.
On February 25, a Philadelphia judge stopped the process, pending a hearing that was scheduled for March
15. The whole thing became moot on March 20, though,
when SEPTA’s Board decided to re-bid the contract.
Meanwhile the older cars soldier on. Member David
W. Safford wrote that he believes that the “Superior Interior” program which replaced the entire interior (liner,
floor, ceilings, seats and fittings) of the Silverliner cars
appears to be completed, as he has not been in any
non-renovated car since late last year.
Metro reported that SEPTA is midway through a multiyear project to install continuous welded rail in the entire
Broad Street Subway. While this work is being done,
trains are rerouted to the express track. Crews are also
making masonry, lighting, and platform tile repairs to
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stations. The first class of eleven has graduated from a
joint SEPTA/TWU training program. Transit workers
study on their own time, but the sponsors provide the
program. Two graduates have already moved up from
general maintenance to Track Equipment Operators.
SEPTA is expanding the Warminster station parking lot
from 540 to 800 cars, making it the largest SEPTAowned lot in the system. 1,800 new spaces have been
added system-wide over the past five years. A second
phase of major renovations to the Walnut-Locust station
now starting will include new elevators, new stairs, platform tile, and tactile edges, as well as three new headhouses over the Broad Street sidewalk stairs. Thanks to
David W. Safford for these reports.
New schedules went into effect on SEPTA’s Suburban
Division on February 11. On the Norristown High-Speed
Line, there is now an outbound “Limited” at 6 AM, from
69th Street to Norristown, which only makes intermediate stops at Ardmore Junction, Bryn Mawr, and Gulph
Mills. Evening improvements include the addition of
Norristown Express and Bryn Mawr local trips. Early
weekday morning operating times were adjusted on
Routes 101 (Media) and 102 (Sharon Hill) to allow for
better connections at 69th Street.
From Cinders: The third PCC II arrived from Brookville Locomotive on January 27. No firm date has been
given for restoration of trolley service on Route 15/
Girard, although it is expected to happen this year. Service last ran on this line on September 12, 1992.
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
PAT’s newest car is being tested on the out-of-service
Drake Line. The car still has no number nor markings
according to member Mel Rosenberg. Mel also sent a
report that the North Shore Connector Project has been
granted “Recommended Status,” and will receive a “Full
Funding Grant” by the Federal Transit Administration.
What this means is that the Port Authority and the FTA
will negotiate a final agreement that includes a financing
plan, construction scope and schedule. This connector
will extend the existing LRT line from Gateway Center
under the Allegheny River to the North Shore and from
the Steel Plaza station to the new David L. Lawrence
Convention Center. The project is budgeted at $363
million, and the $55 million that has been recommended
in the FY 2005 budget would support the start of construction, which could occur late this year or early next
year.
Washington, D.C. area
Virginia Railway Express increased the number of exMETRA Gallery cars on its trains on February 18 and
19. This caused a shuffling of equipment, and in some
cases resulted in overcrowded trains for those days
until the car sets were reconfigured. Readers can check
the website www.vre.org/service/consist-feb.htm for
details.
This transit agency is also proposing to restructure its
(Continued on page 11)
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fare composition to include the introduction of a five-day
pass, instituting a step-up ticket for Amtrak cross-honor
trains, increasing the expiration dates for VRE tickets,
reducing the grace period for monthly tickets to half a
day, and modifying the discounts on existing tickets.
Incorporated into the discount restructuring is a fare
increase. Additionally, VRE is looking to eliminate weekend cross honor service on select Amtrak trains. If approved, these changes would go into effect on June 28,
2004.
Member Steve Erlitz rode in the first trainset of the
rebuilt Washington Metro 2000-series cars on February
24. They were on the Yellow Line for the first time. Total
rebuilds will make them look like the 5000-series. Unfortunately, the 1000s, 1100s, and 1200s will not be as
lucky.
Memphis, Tennessee
The Main Street and Riverfront Trolley lines in downtown Memphis were closed from January 27 through
February 5, to finalize tie-in of the new Madison Avenue
Line with the two existing lines. This was done so that
testing and training could be held. The Madison Avenue
Line was scheduled to go into passenger service in midMarch. An interim bus shuttle provided service to trolley
users. The new line will connect to the Medical Center.
MATA officials hope to receive funding to continue the
Madison Avenue Line from the Medical Center to the
airport and to purchase modern light rail vehicles for
use on that route.
Florida
Governor Jeb Bush set the wheels in motion for a citizens’ petition drive to repeal the 2000 constitutional
amendment that approved construction of a high-speed
rail system, because of the cost of the project. 488,000
signatures would be required to put a proposition on the
ballot that would repeal this amendment. Not everyone
is behind this repeal initiative. Thanks to members Joe
Gagne and Dennis Zaccardi for the report.
Tri-Rail awarded a contract to Colorado Rail Car for a
three-unit trainset consisting of a single-level power car,
an unpowered bi-level coach, and a powered bi-level
cab car.
Tempe, Arizona
According to Mass Transit, the city of Tempe is paying the Union Pacific Railroad $1.8 million for its downtown bridge property and a spur line, which will be used
for a planned light rail project.
Seattle, Washington
Plans are being made to close the downtown trolley
tunnel for about 18 months, starting in September 2005.
The reason for this closure is to retrofit the tunnel for
joint operation by trolleys and buses. The tunnel will be
used by cars operating on the 14-mile line to Tukwila,
when it opens in 2009. During construction, buses
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would be rerouted to 3rd Avenue.
Sacramento, California
Recently elected Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
has come up with a novel idea of how to reduce his
state’s multi-billion dollar deficit – transfer $1.2 billion of
Proposition 42 gas funds to the General Fund. Unfortunately, he may not realize that the reason that this
proposition exists is to fund traffic congestion relief projects. Progressive Railroading reported that this proposal could jeopardize transportation projects around
the state.
Southern California
Having decided to take a cruise to the “Mexican Riviera” to celebrate our 30th wedding anniversary, it became obvious that this trip could also include some railfanning, as the ship departed from San Pedro. Although
I did not consider it a “goal,” I had hoped to ride on
three trolley systems in three days. In order to do this
we started off in San Diego. An early morning flight out
of JFK put us there at around 10 AM, and several hours
that afternoon were spent riding. I purchased the “1 Day
Tripper” pass for $5. (One-way fares are $2.25.) Our
hotel was across the street from the Convention Center
station, which is served by the Orange Line. The first
car went as far as El Cajon, where I got off to wait for
the next car to Santee. While the operator was changing ends, I mentioned that I was from New York and had
retired from NYCT, and he asked me if I knew (member)
Mike Glikin. Of course I told him I do. The following car
arrived 15 minutes later, and the operator was also
friendly and answered any questions that I had. Between Santee and the next stop, Weld Boulevard, there
is only a single track to the next stop, otherwise the line
is double-tracked. After a 20-minute layover, the car
departed for its inbound run. Forty-two minutes later we
were at 12/Imperial where I got off to wait for the Blue
Line car to Mission San Diego. Again, the (female) train
operator was friendly. Backing up a bit, it is near this
stop that the new stadium (Petco Field) for the San
Diego Padres is located. MTS’s yard and maintenance
facilities are also located here. About 10 minutes later I
was on my way to Mission San Diego. Plans are underway to connect the Orange and Blue Lines, and construction is evident at this station, where in addition to
the concrete work there is a sign that reads “To Be Continued.” This line, referred to as the Mission Valley East
Extension, is 5.6 miles long and will join the Orange
Line at Grossmont Center. Routes will be reconfigured
when this extension is completed, and there will be a
Green Line. In the timetable, mention is made of an
opening in mid-2005. I learned from speaking with the
train operators that there is to be a one-mile tunnel with
a station in this section. Both lines had sections where
cars operate at 55 mph, although the street running was
slowed down by some track reconstruction work. San
Diego’s original cars (1000s) are primarily assigned to
(Continued on page 12)
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the Blue Line, although all my trips were done aboard
the newer 2000s.
I got off at the America Plaza station, and crossed the
street to the Amtrak station, which is still referred to as
“Santa Fe Depot.” In fact, the Santa Fe logo is on the
roof. A North Coast Transit District (known as Coaster),
commuter train was preparing to depart for Oceanside,
42 miles north. The current Coaster timetables are
dated Fall/Winter 2003.
The following morning I boarded Amtrak #769 for a
trip to Los Angeles. Formerly known as San Diegans,
this service is now marketed as Pacific Surfliner, and
there were three of five cars were of this type. I chose
to ride in one of the “Superliner” cars that are also used
in this service. Most of the other passengers opted for
the newer cars. My return trip would be in one of the
newer “Surfliner” cars, and in comparing the two types
of cars, I found the “Superliner” to be more comfortable.
There are sections of single track, which caused the
train to wait for the southbound to clear the main track,
and although we were a few minutes behind schedule
at our next to last stop, Fullerton, we were several minutes early at Los Angeles.
My reason for traveling over three hours to Los Angeles was just to ride the Gold Line. Only in operation
since last July, this line has almost every type of operation imaginable: elevated, tunnel, cut, and street running. In fact, the last three stations, Lake, Allen, and
Sierra Madre Villa, are in the median of I-210, which
makes for a very noisy environment. There is virtually
no horn blowing since all grade crossings are protected
with four-quadrant gates. Since it was a Saturday, the
lighter traffic was moving faster than the trolleys’ 55
mph. Fares changed on January 1, with the cash fare
being lowered to $1.25. Tokens are still $1.10. At the
same time a new $3 Day Pass was introduced, and I
purchased one from a vending machine. Gold Line cars
board on Tracks 1 and 2 at Los Angeles Union Station
from the only high-level platforms in the station. After
departing from the station, we made a stop to change
operators, and while I did not know it at the time, all of
the riders were in for a treat. Our new operator, a Native
American with a pigtail, proceeded to provide a commentary of sights and sounds. For example, as the car
approached the Southwest Museum stop, he played
Indian music over the PA system and gave a description
of the museum including the admission costs and hours
of operation. Upon arrival at the terminal I conveyed my
thanks to the train operator for the wonderful job that he
did and mentioned my transit employment. He told me
that to anyone who compliments his commentaries, he
gives a souvenir Buffalo nickel. Even though I politely
told him that I have a collection of them, he still insisted
that I keep it and suggested a station where I might find
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a restaurant. I “dropped back” two intervals to have
lunch. After I returned to Union Station, there was about
a half-hour before the departure of Train #780, which I
rode to San Juan Capistrano, where my wife met me.
We spent the night with friends at their home in Orange
County.
LACMTA is pursuing federal funding to extend the
Gold Line east into downtown Los Angeles, the Little
Tokyo Arts District, Boyle Heights, and East Los Angeles by 2009. This Eastside Extension will have eight
stations, and a 1.8-mile underground section, and is the
transit agency’s highest priority rail project. One more
Gold Line note: the former Del Mar Santa Fe Railroad
station in Pasadena is being completely rebuilt from the
ground up. Member Dennis A. Cavagnaro told me that
when the Santa Fe ran its main line (actually Pasadena
Subdivision) service here (The Chief and The Super
Chief), many Hollywood stars would detrain in Del Mar,
rather than in LAUPT. Much of the right-of-way from
Sierra Madre Villa, because it is in the median of the
highway, has been preserved, and the line could be
extended to Metrolink’s San Bernadino rail line in Cucamonga.
In Union Station, Amtrak timetables for the Pacific Surfliner and San Joaquin services dated October 27, 2003
were plentiful, but finding LACMTA timetables was a bit
more difficult. In trade for an NYCT map and MetroCard, I was able to get two sets of Metrolink timetables.
These were issued on January 28. The Red, Blue, and
Green Line timetables that were issued June 29, 2003,
remain in effect; however, a new Gold Line timetable
went into effect on February 1.
On Sunday morning, we drove to the Long Beach Airport to return our rental car and took a shuttle van to the
cruise ship terminal at San Pedro. The art decodesigned Airport Building at LGB is magnificent, and
there are no jetways to take you to the plane. We would
experience walking on the tarmac, just like it was done
years ago, when we returned home the following Sunday. After checking in we boarded the Vision of the
Seas, coincidentally the same vessel that took us
through the Panama Canal four years ago. Following an
inspection of our stateroom and a quick lunch, we got
off and walked a short distance to the San Pedro Trolley, which also began running last July. The first car to
arrive was 1058, and I purchased two all-day tickets for
$1 each. We did not have too much time, but enough to
ride to the end of the 1.5-mile line, which has four highlevel stations. I dropped back so that I could ride in the
other operating car, #500. One operator described sister car 501 as a “hangar queen” due to teething problems that prevent it from being used in regular service.
These two cars are “replica cars“ that were constructed
at a Port of Los Angeles facility in Wilmington, California, across the harbor. The original 500s ran from 19031930, including the routes to the San Pedro station at
(Continued on page 13)
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5th Street and Harbor Boulevard. 1058 resulted from the
restoration of 963 by a man named Richard J. Fellows,
in 1963. He lengthened the car and also converted it to
run on rubber tires, and the car received a vehicle identification number (VIN), which it retains to this day, making it possibly the only electric trolley to have one. It
was used in movie productions, and appeared in parades into the 1990s, when it was purchased by the
Port of Los Angeles, which converted it back to rail operation.
There are three grade crossings, complete with flashing lights. I was told that the cars have a 26B1 Brake
Valve, and the handle is the same as is used by NYCT.
In fact, the sounds emitted by the brake valve sound
very “subway-like.” Herzog Transit Services operates
the line, which runs Fridays through Mondays, the days
that the ships call. Service is provided on the other days
as needed.
Our ship made stopped at three ports, Cabo San Lucas, Mazatlan, and Puerta Vallarta. Mazatlan was the
only place that I saw rails. Our tour guide told me that
passenger and freight trains use those tracks. Public
transportation in these cities is by bus, many of which
are the “colectivo” types – best described as small
school buses with rear doors. In Cabo San Lucas, I
found many former U.S. school buses were being used.
Unlike many other South American and Caribbean
countries that I visited, I did not see any U.S.-built second-hand buses, but there were plenty of coaches of
Mexican manufacture, including Dina, Somex, and
MASA, plus some that were European.

Paris, France
On December 16, 2003, the automated Meteor Line
14 was extended 0.8-km (less than 0.5 mile) from the
Madeleine station to Gare St. Lazare. One of my colleagues who works in my company’s Paris office told
me that this line parallels Line 12.
CORRECTION
Member Bob Wright reported that there is a slight correction from last month’s From the History Files.
“PATCO actually succeeded SEPTA as the operator of
the Bridge Line/Hi-Speed Line. PTC was taken over by
SEPTA on 10/1/68. The Bridge Line stopped running on
12/28/68 to allow for construction on the Ben Franklin
Bridge. PATCO began running in New Jersey on, I believe, 1/4/69 and extended to Philadelphia as you noted
(2/15/69). PTC/SEPTA never owned the Bridge Line. It
was the property of the Delaware River Port Authority
(as is PATCO), which succeeded the Delaware River
Joint Commission in the 1950s. The Bridge Line cars
were owned by DRJC/DRPA and operated by PTC/
SEPTA under contract. SEPTA purchased 23 of the 26
Bridge Line cars (built by Brill in 1936) in 1970 and
these continued to serve on the Broad Street subway
until 1983-84.”
From the History Files
40 Years Ago: On April 20, 1964, the Chicago Transit
Authority began service on the Skokie Swift, a five-mile
vestige of the Chicago, North Shore & Milwaukee, using
cars that were designed for speed.
20 Years Ago: On April 30, 1984, electric service began from Brewster North, now called Southeast, on
Metro-North.
News items and comments concerning this column may be
emailed to NYDnewseditor@aol.com.

Lawrence Street Station...At the Beginning
(Continued from page 4)

Lawrence Street at Fulton Street,
looking south, at opening of
station, June 11, 1924..
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NJT RIVER LINE OPENING WEEKEND, MARCH 13-14, 2004
photographs by Andrew Grahl

New Jersey Governor James McGreevey inaugurates service in Trenton on March 13.

The first train, consisting of cars 3511 and 3507, at the Entertainment Center station on March 14.
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NOSTALGIA CORNER
This month, we look at Brooklyn’s Lexington Avenue “L”...

Exterior of Franklin Avenue station, September 15, 1950.
Bernard Linder collection

Franklin Avenue station looking west, September 15, 1950.
Bernard Linder collection

Myrtle Avenue looking west from Grand Avenue Tower, September
15, 1950.
Bernard Linder collection

Myrtle Avenue station looking south from Grand Avenue Tower,
September 15, 1950.
Bernard Linder collection

Grand Avenue Tower—
US&S 1906-vintage
electropneumatic interlocking machine. →
Bernard Linder collection

Grand Avenue Tower
(Grand and Myrtle
Avenues) looking
←
west, September 15,
1950.
Bernard Linder collection
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NYCT SUBWAY CAR UPDATE
by George Chiasson
Hello Again, Everyone!
Thinking Spring: There has been a pleasant hiatus
since last we corresponded, and the winter of 20032004 proved a lot more reasonable than most. Life for
all of us (New York City subways included) has gone on
since November, when the last Redbirds were retired.
As time moves on the center of concentration is shifting
from the IRT to Subdivision ”B,” where most of the action has been the past several weeks, and is expected
to be for the next several years. Though fondly remembered, the Redbirds have largely faded from the collective consciousness, the R-142S and R-160 lay ahead,
and so does ongoing commemoration of the Subway
Centennial. So, as the earliest twinges of annual renewal begin to draw us back outside, now is the time to
examine, analyze and chronicle the bits and pieces of
history (large and small) which have filtered in over the
past four months. We’ll be back again sometime in the
midst of summer heat with another follow-up, and from
time to time as the IRT’s 100th Anniversary approaches...So, Back to Work (however briefly!).
R-142s (First Accident, All Else Status Quo)
No R-142 or R-142A transfers occurred during this
interval, and it now appears that comfortable fleet levels
have been reached on 2, 4, and 5. Consolidations
which were initially anticipated now appear unlikely until
delivery of the 80 R-142S cars commences this summer, though 8 trains of R-62s remain on 4, and 3
equipment is on the tight side until then as well. On
March 15, 2004 the basic R-142 fleet configuration remains thus: 6301-6680 on 2; 6681-7060 on 5; and
7061-7180 with 1101-1250 on 4. R-142As were also
unchanged as of the same date: 7211-7215, 72217405, 7411-7660, 7681-7685 and 7726-7730 on 6;
7216-7220, 7406-7410, 7661 7680 and 7686-7725 on
4.
Following demise of the experimental 11-car R-142A
train on October 22, unit 7716-7720 resumed 4 service
on November 25, 2003. It took a bit longer for 77117715 to be restored to operation, but it was finally on
the road as of January 9, 2004. Though all 520 R142As have remained active, an unusual incident on
the morning of January 5 has sidelined one of the Bombardier-built R-142 sets. A-car 6416, while piloting the
8:01 AM trip from Flatbush Ave. to 241st Street, was
struck and punctured by a protruding guardrail in the
tunnel section leading into the station at 110th StreetLenox Avenue. A lengthy delay was incurred but no passengers were injured. Serious damage was inflicted to
the unit as the guardrail skewered the gearbox on the
truck at the #2 end and propulsion equipment beneath,
and then protruded through car’s floor. It is anticipated
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that 6416 will be sidelined for a considerable length of
time, but it definitely will be repaired.
R-62/R-62A Notes (Nippin’ & Tuckin’)
As of December 9, 2003, R-62s 1341-1345 and 15311535 were suddenly returned from 3 to 4, and what
seemed to be a long-term hiatus in the movement of the
IRT’s older cars was disrupted. On March 12, 2004
these were joined by 1471-1475, 1566-1570, and 16211625. Going forward, the 8 trainsets of R-62s that remain on 4 are expected to stay until the fall of 2004,
when deliveries of the 80 R-142S will enable them to
finally move on to 3. Though they are now the IRT’s
oldest cars, the R-62s continue to see maximum utilization and mileage accumulation, having become the
backbone of the 3 line. They are also still being seen
on 4 at any time of day or night, including weekends
and midnights. In the latter part of February, some R62s even made spot appearances on 1 for the first
time in their career, though not as part of a regular assignment. A nighttime General Order forced the diversion of 1 trains to New Lots Avenue (much like the service pattern in effect between September, 2001 and
September, 2002), which led to blending of the 1 and
3 fleets. On some occasions, 3-assigned R-62s and
R-62As were “trapped” at the 242nd Street end of the
line by morning, and actually used on the 1/9 for
much of that day. Conversely, 1 equipment that found
itself in Brooklyn (red stripe R-62As) was used on 3
until arrangements could be made for its return to
Broadway (usually via specially extended service from
New Lots Avenue to 242nd Street.) At least one 1 train
that was laid up at New Lots Avenue following this GO
was even grabbed for several round trips on 4 about
February 25, and during the week of March 1.
On February 26, eyebrows were raised when singleunit R-62As 1904, 1907, 1910, 1913, 1914, 1923,
1926*, 1928, 1940*, and 1942 suddenly appeared on
7, then again on February 27 when unitized R-62As
1841-1845 and 1846-1850 turned up on 3. In short
order, though, it became apparent what was afoot.
When the first R-62As were transferred to Corona for 7
back in February, 2001, some objections were raised
about the unitized cars being imported from 6 (and
later from 3). Though not commonly so, equipment can
fail and when required to run a train from an alternate
operating position, this circumstance would find the next
available cab in the sixth car of the train. Further, the 7
line can challenge the abilities of its equipment, given its
difficult grades and demanding schedules. But with replacement of the Redbirds paramount, no major
(Continued on page 17)
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changes were made to the R-62As, and trains were
configured with one 5-car unit on the north (Flushing)
end, and six single units on the south (Times Square)
end, in part to minimize the potential for service disruptions in the Steinway Tunnel. With the Redbirds no
longer an issue, it appears an effort is now being made
to reduce the presence of unitized R-62As on 7 by
swapping 5-car units to 3 in exchange for the last 35
available single units. Since November, 3 had been
sharing 55 single unit R-62As between 3 (where one
to three 10-car trains would appear daily) and the 42nd
Street Shuttle. Under previous fleet plans, 4 would be
the ultimate recipient of these 55 single units, with 20 to
be dedicated to the Shuttle, and the remainder used as
spares for 4. Ultimately, it now looks like the 20 singles
will still be retained for the shuttle (with maintenance
responsibility to be transferred from Livonia to Jerome),
but the 35 “spare” cars off the Shuttle will now either
consist of unitized R-62As, or perhaps even a small
block of Kawasaki R-62s to be left on 4 permanently.
The Redbirds (Movin’ On)
The on-again, off-again progression of single-unit R33s through 207th Street Shops for conversion to “GOHII” specifications was definitely on in recent months, and
all indications are that 37 of the 38 survivors will be upgraded. Through February 29, work had been completed on 9310, 9311, 9312, 9313, and 9314. R-33S
9341 was partially completed then placed in temporary
storage at 207th Street, and 239th Street Work Motors
9328, 9330, 9331, and 9333 were in the early stages of
conversion work within the shop. Ultimately, these and
the handful of remaining cars (9319, 9320, 9340)
should all be completed and be ready to continue their
duties as utility vehicles.
By the end of 2003, the status of R-33s 8816/8817
and 9020/9021 was clarified, and both sets were returned to Concourse Yard as full-time Work Motors,
bearing a “1” prefix to their original car numbers. Conversion of the former 8987 to Rider Car RD-400 was
largely complete by the end of January, 2004, while
mate 8986 had been largely used as a parts source. As
of this writing, it is expected that most of the remaining
Reserve fleet will also become Riders or converted for
other purposes over the next several months and years.
For sure, in whatever purpose they continue to serve,
the Redbirds’ legacy will be a long one.
Subdivision “B” Assignments, Before & After the
Bridge Reopening
On November 2, 2003 the operation of weekend Q
trains was restored across the Manhattan Bridge, which
reduced equipment requirements by three trainsets.
Though R-68s and R-68As continued to handle the vast
majority of service on this route, it was still possible to
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see an occasional weekend train of R-40s or R-40Ms
on Q, and very likely so on the “old” W (Astoria-Coney
Island), right up through February 21, the day before
schedules changed. As a prelude to restoration of the
Chrystie Street Connection, all 12 R-40Ms remaining at
East New York for J/Z, L, and M (4530-4533, 45364541, 4548/4549) were shifted to Coney Island on
January 19, 2004, where they turned up on N and q.
These were in turn joined by “Coney Island” (GOH) R42s 4940-4949 on February 20, which appeared that
day on a final q run, then were strictly used on B for
the first two weeks after the Manhattan Bridge restoration. On March 5, the sharing of R-40Ms and R-42s at
Coney Island inevitably yielded its first mixed consist on
B, and by March 12 combinations of the two had been
seen on N and W as well. Whatever the case, these
represent the first GOH R-42s to be regularly assigned
away from East New York, and the first such equipment
at Coney Island since the last unrebuilt R-40M/42s were
removed from service on April 3, 1989.
As had been widely predicted, R-68s 2740-2775 (36
cars) were directly transferred from Coney Island (N,
Q, W) to Concourse (D) during the February 21-22
weekend. Within a week, all were commonly intermixed
with previously assigned R-68s as if they had been together for years. The R-68s and R-68As remaining at
Coney Island were widely spread between N and Q
after February 22. For exceptions, at least one train of
Coney Island R-68s had wandered to D (February 28),
and a set of R-68As used on B (February 27-March 4).
Within two days, these two trains were returned to
routes on which they normally operate. To round things
out, R-40s and R-40Ms have become fixtures on B and
W, but are less visible on N in comparison to 75-foot
equipment since February 22. A weekend GO in effect
through late February and early March found N trains
rerouted from Astoria to 71st Avenue. This expanded
requirements by approximately 5 trainsets and resulted
in the use of more 60-footers (R-40 and R-40M).
Equipment assigned to 207th Street/Pitkin (A, C) was
unaffected by the February 22 schedule change, while
the former S-Grand Street Shuttle was lost from Jamaica (E, F, G, R, V) .
R-143 Happenings
Things have been tranquil with the R-143s since the
208th car was accepted last August, with 8121- 8124 still
being held aside as a CBTC Test Unit and not used in
passenger service. The installation of CBTC across the
length of the 14th Street-Canarsie Line has continued,
with buses used to replace trains from Eighth Avenue to
Broadway Junction on several weekends since the Atlantic Avenue relocation was completed in September,
2003. Earlier installation work (and bus substitution) on
the Canarsie end of the line finally bore fruit on March
(Continued on page 18)

NEW
YORK
DIVISION
BULLETIN
2000
NEW
YORK
DIVISION
BULLETINOCTOBER,
- APRIL, 2004

Around New York’s Transit System
Sources of Heat in Subway Stations
Subway stations are always hot in the summer. When
the temperature was checked at Grand Central, the
thermometer read 100 degrees.
Although the hot air from the cars’ air-conditioners
contributes to this temperature rise, it is not the main
source of this excessive heat. To identify the heat
sources, a study was made. NYC Transit’s Fall, 1995
CPM News published the results of a June 3, 1994
study listing the relative magnitude of heat sources in
subway stations and tunnels:
FACTOR

PERCENTAGE

Train braking

58.6%

Car air-conditioning

18.7

Train acceleration

13.2

Station internal load

5.1

Tunnel lighting and third rail

2.9

Car accessories

1.5

The above tabulation reveals that the cars’ airconditioners dissipate only 18.7 percent of the excess
NYCT Subway Car Update
(Continued from page 17)

1, 2004 when CBTC was completed from Broadway
Junction to Rockaway Parkway. By some time in 2005
this will be activated when installation is completed on
the 14th Street Line and all the R-143s become capable
of utilizing the CBTC system.
Conclusion
Delayed as it might have been, my hope is that the
extra time taken to formulate this Update has made it
more accurate and complete. The resumption of subway service on both sides of the Manhattan Bridge

heat in the station. However, more than three times as
much heat is generated by the braking and acceleration
of the trains entering and leaving stations. Unlike the
older cars, whose resistors are energized during acceleration and dynamic braking, the R-142, R-142A, and
R-143 car classes are equipped with regenerative braking and solid state devices that generate variable voltage and variable frequency alternating current during
acceleration. Therefore, stations on lines where all new
cars are operated should be slightly cooler.
Broken Rail Detector
A prototype broken rail detector system has been installed in the Eighth Avenue Subway for testing purposes.
This detector is composed of two units installed on the
southbound track, A3. The first unit is installed in the
190th Street station and the second unit is located south
of the Dyckman Street station.
Correction
On page 1 of the March, 2004 issue, the caption on
the right-hand picture should read, “Park Row looking
north, after exit platforms were removed in the mid1930s.”
represents a 15-to-20-year landmark for MTA New York
City Transit, and as the Subway Centennial unfolds, so
too, are new opportunities for growth and change even
aside from the pending equipment acquisitions. Stations
are constantly being rehabilitated, upgraded, and restored, even while CBTC on the 14th Street-Canarsie
Line continues to develop and will later be expanded to
other lines. Most importantly, at least at this moment,
the prospects for phase-in of the long-deferred Second
Avenue Subway look better than they have in decades.
So, once again we bid a temporary farewell, and in the
meantime, keep the faith!

CAR ASSIGNMENTS AND DEVIATIONS THEREFROM
by Bill Zucker
Following is the current R-62A assignment:
CARS

SHOP

ROUTE(S)

1651-1840

Corona

7

1841-1850

Livonia

3

th

1

1851-1900

240 Street

1901-1956 (single units)

Livonia

3, S (42nd Street)

1957-2155 (single units)

Corona

7

2156-2475

th

240 Street

Following is a correction to our column in the March,
2004 issue: “Cars were transferred on January 19 as
stated,” instead of, “We do not know when these cars
were transferred.”

1
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PROPOSED NYC TRANSIT CAPITAL PROJECTS —
FEDERAL FISCAL YEAR 2005
At a public hearing held on June 2, 2004,
the MTA released a list of projects for which it
is seeking federal funding. This list does not
include $25 million in federal funding for engineering work on the Second Avenue Subway,
which will be performed by the MTA’s Capital
Construction Company. The following items
are of interest to our members:
• Ten stations will undergo rehabilitation
to bring them into a state of good repair. Seven of these ten stations are
ADA key stations that must meet all the
guidelines set forth in the Americans
with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines. Included are installation of elevators for ADA access, platform edge tactile warning strips, reduction of platform
gaps, ADA signage (including Braille),
text and volume adjustable telephones,
Automated Farecard Access System
turnstiles, access paths, door hardware, and Station Agent booth modifications
• NYC Transit would like to install elevators in the following ADA key stations:
135TH STREET/LENOX AVENUE LINE: One
two-stop elevator from street to
southbound control area and one twostop elevator from street to northbound
control area
KINGS HIGHWAY/BRIGHTON LINE: Elevators will be installed from the full-time
control house at the south side of
Kings Highway to the Manhattanbound and the Coney Island-bound
platforms
CHAMBERS
S T R E E T / B R O A D W AY SEVENTH AVENUE LINE AND CHURCH
1

AVENUE/CULVER LINE: Elevators will be
installed from the street to the free side
of the mezzanine control area, and
from the paid side of the mezzanine to
the northbound and to the southbound
platforms at both stations
BOWLING GREEN/LEXINGTON AVENUE
LINE: One three-stop elevator from the
existing pedestrian area at the street
level on the south side of Bowling
Green to the upper mezzanine
northbound platform level and the
lower mezzanine full-time control area,
both of which are within the unpaid
area. One two-stop elevator will travel
between the paid area of the lower
mezzanine full-time control area and
the southbound platform. NYC Transit
expects to build an entrance canopy
over the exposed stairs and escalator
BLEECKER STREET AND BROADWAYLAFAYETTE STREET (INTERMODAL TRANSFER): At the present time, passengers
can transfer from the IND only to the
southbound Lexington Avenue Local.
To provide a free transfer to the
northbound Lexington Avenue Local,
the east mezzanine area of the Broadway-Lafayette station, which is currently closed, will be reconstructed and
reopened. A full-time Station Agent’s
booth will be relocated to the east mezzanine from the uptown control area of
the Bleecker Street station and a parttime booth at the central mezzanine
area will be eliminated. An escalator
will be installed in this area. One street
(Continued on page 4)
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MOUNT VERNON-229TH STREET
(MOUNT VERNON-SUBWAY) LINE
(Originally Bedford Park Line)
by Bernard Linder
Owners:

STREET CARS
1901
January 18, 1908
January 1, 1912
July 7, 1942

Metropolitan Street Railway Company
Third Avenue Railroad Company
Third Avenue Railway Company
Third Avenue Transit Corporation

December 17, 1950
December 17, 1956
December 12, 1969

Westchester Street Transportation Company
Fifth Avenue Coach Lines, Incorporated
Bus Associates, Incorporated, whose principal stockholders were Arthur and George Bernacchia and Raymond Murphy. In 1973, Liberty Coaches’ principals had equal ownership
in two New York City operations — Pelham Parkway and Pioneer Bus (whose name was
subsequently changed to Command Bus) — and had a 25% interest in the operation of
Westchester Street and West Fordham through a holding company, Bus Associates

BUSES

Route:

STREET CARS

About 1901
October 7, 1908
June 8, 1909
March 20, 1921
December 17, 1950

Cars started operating from Mount Vernon station, New Haven Line via W. 1st Street
(Mount Vernon), White Plains Road, Gun Hill Road, and Webster Avenue to Bedford Park
Boulevard
Cars operated from Mount Vernon station to E. 233rd Street
Extended to Bedford Park Boulevard
Cut back to E. 229th Street
Buses replaced street cars

BUSES

December 17, 1950
June 6, 1963
About 1973
September 7, 1976

Route B buses started operating from E. 233rd Street and White Plains Road to Mount
Vernon station over the same route as the trolley
Through-routed with route G. Service was extended via E. Lincoln Avenue to the North
Pelham-New Rochelle line
Renumbered to route 43
Discontinued. Route 7 service was extended via E. Lincoln Avenue to the North PelhamNew Rochelle line

SIGNS

TRANSFERS

Route letters were assigned on December 30, 1926.
We do not know when route letters were first displayed,
but we know that large metal signs with “MT. VERNON229TH ST.” on the bottom and a large letter “B” above it
were hung on the dash as early as 1930.
In 1945, the large “B” and the route name were
painted on the dash of 32, 38, 40, 41, 46, and 47. The
older box cars and convertibles displayed “MT. VERNONSUBWAY” signs while the new 300s’ route signs read
“229TH ST.”

Mount Vernon-Subway was the line printed on the
transfers issued in the 1930s, 1940s, and 1950s. Although Bedford Park service was discontinued in 1921,
transfers from other lines still listed Bedford Park cars
for the next two decades. When the transfers from other
lines were revised in the early 1940s, they listed Subway cars instead of Bedford Park cars.

CAR ASSIGNMENT, 1933-50
DATE

ONE-MAN CARS
Effective July 13, 1918, night cars were operated by
one man. Starting June 3, 1929, passengers entered
and left the car through the front door at all times. When
treadle cars were placed in service in 1933, passengers
were able to exit through the rear door.

CARS

October, 1933

768-780, 839-850

November, 1934

279-300, 768-780, 839-850

December, 1934

279-300, 768-780 (B)

February, 1935

277-300
(Continued on page 3)
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(A) Occasionally
(B) Rarely

New Rochelle-Subway Line
(Continued from page 2)
DATE

The double-digit convertibles listed above were
scrapped in 1947 and 1948. During the last days of trolley operation, 100-series cars transferred from Manhattan and probably 300-series Westchester County cars
provided service on this line.

CARS

September 10, 1935

269-300

May, 1938

274-299

July, 1938

274-299, 314 (A), 315 (A), 321-330 (A)

October, 1938

301-315, 321-330

February, 1945

32, 38, 40, 41, 46, 47

Mount Vernon - 229th Street
1929-1950 Except as Noted

S

Mount
Vernon
S

W

S
Br co
id tts
ge

S
11
th

City Line

Av
e

h

Av
e

6t
h

5t
h

Av
e

Av
e

S
Out of
Service
1/14/32

N

4t
h

N

3r
d

S

Bronx

Av

S

5t
h

1s
tA
v

Until
6/10/31
Except as
Noted

Av

W

White Plains Rd

S

7t

S

Av
e

1s
tS
t

1s
t

St

S

2n
d

1s
tA
ve

4t
h

Av

Av

241st St

229th St

Data: B. Linder
Drawing: J. Erlitz
3

NEW
YORK
DIVISION
BULLETIN
OCTOBER,
2000
NEW
YORK
DIVISION
BULLETIN
- JULY, 2004
vator will be installed and the other elevators
needed to make the complex ADA accessible are
being furnished by private developers. The center
platform will be opened for transfer passengers
W ALL STREET/LEXINGTON AVENUE LINE: This landmark station will undergo Normal Replacement
rehabilitation. Street stairs, their historic canopies
and railings, and the original historic wall mosaic
will be rehabilitated. The original historic Station
Agent’s booth and fare array equipment will be
refurbished. The architectural wall previously installed in front of the original wall will be removed.
The platform edge will be reconstructed and the
floor tiles will be replaced

Proposed NYC Transit Capital Projects
(Continued from page 1)

ADA elevator will be constructed at E. Houston
and Crosby Streets, two ADA elevators will connect both Bleecker Street platforms with the mezzanine, and two remaining ADA elevators will connect the mezzanine with both Broadway-Lafayette
Street platforms. When work is completed, this
complex will comply with the ADA guidelines
listed above
59TH STREET/EIGHTH AVENUE AND BROADWAYSEVENTH AVENUE LINES: This complex will be rehabilitated to a State of Good Repair and will be
made ADA accessible. One additional street ele-

NEW YORK CITY – A 24-HOUR TOWN
By Larry Kiss
fares at that time were: $1.25 - New Rochelle to Crestwood and $1.50 - Scarsdale to White Plains North.
One last note: At that time, when The New York
Times did a story on the service it interviewed riders
arriving at Grand Central Terminal at about 4 AM. One
rider refused to identify himself after telling the reporter,
"Nobody is supposed to know I'm here." With New York
City being a 24-hour city there is always a need for train
service to and from outlying areas.
Just as I had completed this piece, The New York
Times on Friday June 11 had a story about what happens when Grand Central Terminal closes at 1:30 AM.
In the minutes before the final departures at 1:20 AM
(Hudson) and 1:30 AM (Harlem and New Haven), there
is mad rush to get on board these trains. For those who
do not make it, there are several alternatives. Taxi drivers await those who can or must find the means to afford a ride to White Plains ($70) or New Haven ($160).
All fares must be paid in advance, and, yes, some cabbies do accept credit cards. Some of the stranded telephone relatives or friends and ask them to come and
pick them up. For those who don’t have either of those
options, they can hang out at a 24-hour diner, or for the
well-heeled, nearby hotels, like the Hyatt, could provide
a night’s lodging for which one could pay a hefty
amount. I am sure that there are some nights when
there are no rooms available.

New York City has always been referred to as the city
that never sleeps. It is well known that the subway system operates 24 hours a day. A review of the current
Metro-North, LIRR, and NJ Transit schedules revealed
that 58 trains begin their runs between 1 AM and 5 AM
on weekdays.
Most of these are either the last or first trains of the
day. However, all LIRR lines except for West Hempstead, Oyster Bay, Huntington-Port Jefferson, Ronkonkoma-Greenport, and Babylon-Montauk provide allnight service, albeit infrequently. All-night service is defined as trains beginning and ending their runs between
1 AM and 5 AM.
I checked the November 1954, Official Guide and it
shows about the same number of trains; however, many
of them were long-distance trains with sleeping cars
arriving or departing between 1 and 5 AM. Also, some
of the all-stop outbound locals were used to deliver
morning newspapers to outlying areas.
In the late 1960s and early 1970s, the New York Central, and later Penn-Central, offered hourly Owl Service
between Grand Central, Mount Vernon, and all stops to
North White Plains for a 50-cent Nite Owl surcharge.
The February 5, 1967 timetable announced this service
as “experimental until April 30, 1967.” It was extended
beyond that date. While 50 cents may not seem like a
lot of money today when the on-board service charges
on Metro-North range from $2.75 to $3.50, the one-way
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Commuter and Transit Notes

by Randy Glucksman

In 1991, Metro-North purchased two Comet III cab
cars, 5179-5180, to replace the RDCs that were being
used on the Port Jervis Line. Because these cars had
center doors, a decision was made to use them on lines
that operate on the Northeast Corridor, and NJ Transit
assigned two of its own cars to the pool of west-ofHudson equipment. In 1998, an “arrangement” was
made with NJ Transit to trade these two cars for a pair
of Comet IIs, and so 5135 and 5136 became MetroNorth cars and 5179-5180 were renumbered 5009(II)
and 5010(II). As it turned out, this trade should not have
taken place, and so 5135 and 5136 were rehabilitated
with the rest of the Comet IIs, becoming 5441 and 5442.
Metro-North will develop specifications with NJ Transit
to contract with a third party to remanufacture these
Comet IIIs along with NJ Transit’s own fleet of these
cars. Because New Jersey’s Transportation Trust Fund,
the funding source for this work, is broke, it cannot be
determined when this project would be undertaken.
At the end of April, all 30 of the original Comet V cars
plus some of the option cars were delivered, and MetroNorth expects that all of the remaining 35 cars would be
delivered and accepted by mid-summer. These cars are
supposed to be assigned to Port Jervis trains and the
Pascack Valley New York State Express (#1606/1629).
A roster was published in the June Bulletin.
Since 1984, ridership on the Port Jervis Line has increased by nearly 120%. Checking the April 29, 1984
timetable, I found that there were seven weekday trains
and one Saturday inbound-only train that ran through to
Hoboken. There were also two weekday trains that operated between Harriman and Suffern. Under the April
25, 2004 schedules, there are 12 weekday and 7 trains
each weekend day. Two of the weekday runs terminate
in Middletown. Riders can look forward to many improvements, since the railroad signed an agreement
with Norfolk Southern (successor to Conrail) to take
over responsibility for maintenance and will be committing resources to upgrade the line.
Based on ridership counts that were taken in February
on AM Peak Port Jervis and Pascack Valley Line trains,
overall ridership has increased by 18% since the opening of Secaucus Junction, with approximately 16% of
those riders transferring at Secaucus.
MTA Long Island Rail Road
The much-awaited M-7s have caused problems for
some riders. The New York Times (May 28) reported
that the design of the arm rest, which is four-tenths of
an inch longer than those of the bi-levels, has snagged
the pants, pockets, and raincoats of commuters. This
has resulted in 73 claims being filed for clothing repairs,

MTA Metro-North Railroad (East)
In addition to the on-going track work (May Bulletin),
Metro-North is heavily involved in rebuilding of many of
its stations. They are:
• Hudson – Morris Heights, University Heights,
Spuyten Duyvil, Riverdale, Ludlow, Yonkers, Glenwood, and Greystone. As of March 18, the University Heights station has been temporarily relocated from the south side to north side of the University Heights Bridge, to enable replacement of
the regular station platform
• Harlem – Wakefield, Scarsdale, Hartsdale, and
North White Plains. Design work is underway for
Melrose, Tremont, Fordham, Botanical Gardens,
Woodlawn, Tuckahoe, Fleetwood, and Crestwood
• New Haven - Larchmont
As a result of a customer request made at the President’s Forum in March, Metro-North has decided to utilize two trains that had previously been non-revenue
trips back to Grand Central Terminal to carry passengers. They depart North White Plains at 7:33 and 8:33
PM, and make limited stops as Trains #586 and 590.
There is very little additional cost to do this. Revised
timetables for all three lines were issued effective May
24, the date that these trains began running and also to
mark the completion of the interlocking replacement
project at Goldens Bridge. The half-hourly weekend Upper Harlem/Wassaic service that had been cut back to
Chappaqua has also been restored to operate to/from
Wassaic/Southeast. There were also a few time
changes on the New Haven Line.
New Haven Line riders in Connecticut will be paying
approximately 5.5% more starting on January 1, 2005,
following approvals by the Connecticut Department of
Transportation and the MTA. Public hearings were held
between April 27 and April 29 in Bridgeport, Stamford,
and New Haven. It is estimated that the new fares
would increase revenues by approximately $6.6 million.
On July 1, 2003, CDOT raised fares by an average of
15%. Under the new fare structure, the most expensive
monthly commuter ticket (also the most expensive in
the metropolitan area) — New Haven/GCT — would
rise from $370 to $394, while a Greenwich/GCT would
go from $225 to $237. A one-way to New Haven, which
is now $15.75, would go to $16.50.
MTA Metro-North Railroad (West)
For the record, the in-service dates for Metro-North’s
newest diesel locomotives (F-40PH2-CAT), 4193 and
4194, were January 26 and March 19, 2004. For a week
or so, 4194 was the motive power for the Metro-North
express on the Pascack Valley Line, which had an allComet V consist.

(Continued on page 6)
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28. New timetables were issued on June 13 for the Morris & Essex Lines and North Jersey Coast Line.
Six months after its opening, how popular is Secaucus
Junction? If you asked me (one who uses it on a daily
basis), I would say that the station does have a lot of
transferring passengers during the times that I am
there. The Star-Ledger (June 6) reported that only
5,600 trips are made each day through Secaucus,
which is short of the 7,500 a day that was projected last
September. The reporter visited the Port Authority Bus
Terminal, where he found large crowds, including many
destined for places that are served by Bergen/Main
Lines and Pascack Valley Line trains. Some who were
questioned gave the following reasons for using the
bus: one-seat ride vs. changing trains, possibility of
missed connecting trains, and better frequency of bus
service (some trains operate on 30-40 minute headways). When questioned, NJ Transit’s Executive Director, George Warrington, said that 300-400 new riders
were being added each month, and that he expected
the daily total to reach 8,500 by year’s end.
The Trenton station will be rehabilitated under a project that will end in 2006. The total area will be expanded from 19,000 to 46,000 square feet.
A bill has been submitted to the New Jersey Assembly
that would ban the use of creosote or creosote-treated
wood within the state, including railroad ties. This bill
says in part “Creosote has been recognized by the EPA
as a known carcinogen which contains more than 300
chemicals that are known to pose a threat to the environment and human health.” There are alternatives,
including concrete ties and special hard woods, like ebony, from Africa; they last longer, but they are more also
expensive.
NJ Transit began a new promotion called “ADD A NEW
DIMENSION TO YOUR SUMMER FUN.” Included in the brochure are listed a number of attractions that include the
cost of rail transportation with the admission. Oh yes: it
looks better if you view the brochure with the 3-D
glasses that are attached.
After several false starts, fifteen-minute headways
went into effect on the River Line on June 21. The specifics: Camden to Trenton, 5:45-8:30 AM and 4-7 PM,
and Trenton to Camden, 6-8:30 AM and 4-8 PM..
NJ-ARP, in its newsletter, Observations, reported that
Bayonne Mayor Joseph Doria is in favor of using some
of the remaining nine PCCs in a shuttle service from
HBLRT’s 34th Street station to the cruise ship pier at the
Military Ocean Terminal. The distance to be covered is
roughly one mile. San Francisco Muni purchased 15
PCCs for $250,000.
After two years of declines, NJ Transit reported that
during the first nine months of this fiscal year, ridership
has increased 2.2%. Elsewhere, on trains and buses
entering New York City, the rise was 3.3%. The report in
The Star-Ledger attributed the increase to the re-

Commuter and Transit Notes
(Continued from page 5)

at an average of about $10 each. I was reminded of the
fact that this car was designed to be ergonomically
friendly, and the design of most of the passenger
amenities came about as a result of a number of focus
groups.
There was additional interest in the Belmont Stakes
which was held in its usual venue, Belmont Park, because of the possibility that there could be a Triple
Crown winner. (It did not happen.) To carry the anticipated crowds, the Long Island Rail Road operated 15
eastbound trains leaving Jamaica between 10:21 AM
and 3:22 PM. Westbound service departed at 3:53 and
4:49 PM, and then between 6:30 and 9 PM every 15
minutes. On a typical Saturday, there are normally two
trips in each direction. Thanks to member Gregory
Campolo for sending the special Belmont Stakes schedule.
General Orders No. 101 and 102 went into effect at
12:01 and 12:02 AM (respectively), June 21. Belmont
Park (June 21 thru July 25) was the first timetable that
was available during the first week of June. New timetables were issued for all lines to reflect some AM and PM
peak train cancellations that were caused by this summer’s track program, wherein high-speed crossovers
will be installed at Queens Interlocking. The next edition
of timetables will go into effect on September 7.
The temporary high-level platform that was constructed for the U.S. (golf) Open at Shinnecock Hills
was 874 feet in length.
NJ Transit
Continuing deliveries of Comet Vs have caused some
interesting train consists. One evening, while standing
at Secaucus, I observed a four-car Main Line train that
had all Comet IBs (ex-Arrow I cars). Many trainsets contain combinations of Comet IIs (overhauls), Comet IIIs,
Comet IVs or Comet Vs. There are also trains of solid
Comet-Is (“Sliders”). One day, as I rode between Newark and New York Penn Station, near Hudson Tower, on
one of the tracks was an accumulation of what appeared to be out-of-service cars including 1604, 1605,
1701, 1717, 1730, 5982, and one of the east-of-Hudson
cars with a blue stripe around the windows. The former
two are to be sent to the other side of the Hudson after
an overhaul.
In preparation for the opening of the new Ramsey/
Route 17 station on the Main/Bergen Line, a special
timetable was in effect on May 22-23 and June 5-6,
where passengers had to use a bus to access some
stations. No date was given for when the station would
open.
NJ Transit operated additional service on the North
Jersey Coast Line for the Memorial Day holiday weekend. There were also some extra trains on the Northeast Corridor and Raritan Valley Lines on Friday, May

(Continued on page 7)
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tween Hoboken and 33rd Street and the World Trade
Center station on weekends is concerned, this sounds
to me like a revival of the JSQ/HOB/33 ‘Round The
World’ service (normally run from about midnight to
about 5 AM at 30-minute headways) that was instituted
in 1966 as an economy measure and lasted until sometime in the 1980s. It ran at 10-minute headways on Saturdays and 15-minute headways on Sundays and major
holidays; passengers traveling between Hoboken and
Hudson Terminal/World Trade Center had to transfer
across the platform (often with missed connections)
at Grove Street between NWK/HT or WTC and JSQ/
HOB/33 trains. I am not surprised that Hoboken's mayor
objected to that proposal."
Just in case any of you were wondering why Phil
wrote Erie Lackawanna without a hyphen in between,
this is his explanation. “When the Erie Railroad and the
Delaware, Lackawanna & Western Railroad merged in
1960 they became the Erie-Lackawanna Railroad; a
few years later, as a result of an Interstate Commerce
Commission condition imposed on the Norfolk and
Western/Nickel Plate (NYC&STL)/Wabash merger),
Norfolk & Western Railway assumed control of the EL
through a subsidiary called DERECO; at that time the
EL was reorganized as the ‘Erie Lackawanna Railway’ [no hyphen] and continued as such until the Conrail takeover in 1976.”
Metropolitan Area
On May 17, the City of New York learned that it is still
in the running for consideration as the city to host the
2012 Olympics. The competitors are all formidable cities: London, Moscow, and Paris. To remain in the race,
each of the aforementioned cities must pay the International Olympic Committee $500,000 to cover what is left
of the judging selection process. Next May, the IOC
may decide to drop one of these cities if there are any
major reasons why the city would not be suitable. The
final decision will be announced in July, 2005.
Amtrak
It appears that Amtrak is having second thoughts
about moving its operations to the proposed FarleyPenn Station, and those doubts are financial. Right now,
as owner of New York Penn Station, Amtrak does not
pay “rent,” a situation that would change. Neither NJ
Transit nor the Long Island have expressed any interest
in moving their operations to the new site.
Miscellaneous
A co-worker reported that he had heard on Vermont
Public Radio that Bombardier was closing its Barre, Vermont plant, which had been closed “temporarily” for
about two years. The plant opened in 1981, and produced many of the subway and commuter cars that operate in the metropolitan area, as well as the Acela
trainsets.
The Department of Homeland Security announced the
first federal procedures to protect rail passengers from

Commuter and Transit Notes
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bounding economy. Main/Bergen/Pascack Valley Lines
(via Secaucus Jct.) had a 10% increase; buses running
along the Route 9 Corridor in Monmouth and Middlesex
Counties were up 3% and the Newark City Subway had
the largest increase at 11%.
Port Authority Trans-Hudson Corporation
Six months after the restoration of service to the temporary World Trade Center station, PATH officials have
not seen ridership returning to pre-9/11 levels, and with
the PA being in a cash crunch, effective June 1
(following the Memorial Day Holiday), service was reduced to lower Manhattan. New schedules actually
were effective on May 30. Headways on the Hoboken/
World Trade Center route are being increased from 5 to
6 minutes in rush hours, and from 10 to 12 minutes during off-peak on weekdays. There had been a plan to
eliminate direct weekend service from Hoboken to New
York, which would have required a change of trains at
Pavonia-Newport for 33rd Street and Grove Street for
World Trade Center, but NJ-ARP reported that after lobbying by Hoboken Mayor Dave Roberts, PATH decided
not to follow through on this proposal. Other factors that
have impacted on PATH ridership are the Montclair
Connection (September 30, 2002) and Secaucus Junction for weekday service (December 15, 2003).
With these schedules, car requirements have been
reduced on the Hoboken/World Trade Center route from
six to five trainsets (AM and PM) and during the afternoon Journal Square/33rd Street requires 11 instead of
12 trainsets. There were no changes on Newark/World
Trade Center (12) and Hoboken/33rd Street (6). Overall,
36 trainsets are required in the AM and 34 in the PM.
Member Phil Craig wrote that up until the morning of
September 11, 2001, the Newark/World Trade Center
service was running 8-car trains at 3-minute headways
and the Hoboken/World Trade Center was running 7-car
trains at 3-minute headways, providing a composite 90second, 40-train-per-hour service between Exchange
Place and the World Trade Center. "That is the way I
set up the schedules implemented on April 30, 1967 to
handle the increased traffic from the Aldene Plan abandonment of the Liberty Street Ferry and rerouting of
CNJ and RDG trains to Penn Station, Newark and in
anticipation of abandonment of the Erie Lackawanna
Railway's Barclay Street Ferry (which occurred the following November, although we knew it was going to
happen while planning for the Aldene Plan). The only
significant difference in the downtown service between
1967 and 2001 is that back then PATH only had enough
cars to run six-car trains and not enough trains to run a
three-minute headway out of Newark for longer than 42
minutes; subsequent orders for the PA-3 and PA-4 cars
solved that problem.
"Regarding the proposal eliminating direct service be-

(Continued on page 8)
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tification at South Station and other locations. The
MBTA police received training and instructions from
Massachusetts State Police, who were trained in behavior pattern recognition. The Boston Globe reported that
this method helps to avoid accusations of racial profiling.
During May, there were reports of crowded commuter
trains. According to The Boston Globe, these conditions were caused by a shortage of cars which were out
of service while new wheels and rebuilt air-conditioners
were installed. Massachusetts Bay Commuter Railroad
Company, which has been responsible for running the
trains since July 1, 2003, has been fined a total of
$250,000 since January for what are termed “shortcomings” in service, e.g. late trains and car shortages
during peak hours. As one example, the Globe cited a
Worcester-bound train that had only three bi-level cars
rather than its normal consist of five bi-levels, resulting
in a loss of 245 seats.
The wheel replacement project has been recently
completed. System requirements are 122 cars for trains
in North Station service and 213 for South Station trains,
for a total of 335. The MBTA owns 378 coaches.
On June 4, the first of 28 new Electric Trolley Buses
built by Neoplan were placed into service on the lines
operating out of the North Cambridge Car House. MBTA
officials expect to replace the present fleet of (1976)
Flyer E800 ETBs within a few months. Thanks to member Todd Glickman for the reports.
Lindenwold, New Jersey
Since 2002, the Delaware River Port Authority has
been studying the possibility of an extension into
Gloucester County to Glassboro. Funding for Phase II
of the study has just been approved by the DRPA board
and work should be underway by now. Two alignments
are being considered: (1) via the existing railroad that
was once electrified and (2) via I-676/NJ42/NJ55 as
was proposed in 1975, in 1991, and in 1995. One of our
members wrote that this is the 17th study of the same
geography since 1931, and he is hopeful that, just
maybe, further study may go ahead as an Alternative
Analysis Study in 2005-06. Actual construction is unknown. Past history is not encouraging. However, with
$2/gallon fuel and ever increasing congestion on
NJ42/55, just maybe the study can move forward. Finally, no construction has been approved, no single
route has been approved, and no station locations have
been approved.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Trolleys were supposed to return to Girard Avenue as
of June 13, using Kawasaki LRVs instead of PCCs because there are only a handful of PCCs available for
service. However, just days before this momentous
event, residents near the 59th Street pullout complained
to SEPTA about the loss of street parking because of
the need to provide more clearance for the trolleys. So,

Commuter and Transit Notes
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terrorism. All rail companies would be required to designate security coordinators, conduct inspections, and
ask passengers and employees to report unattended
property or suspicious behavior. From my experiences,
all rail operators in the metropolitan area are already
doing the latter. In fact, while passing through New York
Penn Station recently, Amtrak had set up a customer
service table with timetables and brochures. The fellow
who was manning this table was also distributing Chinese fortune cookies, which he told me contained
“safety messages.” When I opened mine, it read “IF
YOU SEE SOMETHING ‘SUSPICIOUS’ SAY SOMETHING.”
Perhaps not so coincidentally, MTA New York City Transit announced that it would seek to ban the taking of
photos and videos in the subway system. Businesses or
individuals with permits and the media would be exempt. At the same time, it would like to update its rules
about subway behavior, which have not been updated
since 1994. Some of the other new rules would make it
tougher for those who jump turnstiles, even if they have
a MetroCard but act out of frustration because of a card
or turnstile malfunction. Putting feet on seats or abuse
of student or reduced-fare MetroCards would also be
punishable offenses. After a public-comment period,
these changes would go into effect, probably this fall.
Many of our members may remember that there had
been a ban on photography until 1994, and photo permits were issued.
On June 6, dozens of photographers staged a “shootin” in the subway to protest the proposed ban. When
questioned about this ban, Mayor Michael R.
Bloomberg was quoted as saying the MTA should “get
real.”
Museums
Members Day at Branford brought a few surprises.
According to the Tripper, good weather allowed the use
of some cars that had not been used recently, including
Twin Cities/Newark/Shaker Heights PCC 27. The single-ended car made several fully loaded trips to Short
Beach, and returned using the back-up controller. What
is termed the “odd couple,” IRT Lo-V 5466 and IND R-9
1689, was joined by IRT High-V 3662. BRT 4573, Connecticut Company 1602, Johnstown 357, Montreal
2001, Third Avenue Railway 629, and 108-year old Union Railway 316 also saw service.
Twenty-seven of Branford’s nearly 1,000 members
have been on the rolls for 50 or more years. This list
includes New York Division members Karl Groh, Arthur
Lonto, Robert Presbrey, Henry Ruschmeyer, John Stevens, Benjamin Young Jr., and Malcolm Young.
Other Transit Systems
Boston, Massachusetts
Beginning the week of May 22, MBTA police began
making spot checks of passengers and requesting iden-

(Continued on page 9)
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June 11 was declared a National Day of Mourning, but
VRE opted to operate a normal schedule in order to
accommodate essential federal workers and nonfederal workers who had to work.
During June, I rode Amtrak to Washington, D.C. Prior
to arriving at Union Station, as I looked out on the right
side of the train, I noticed that construction of the New
York Avenue-Florida Avenue-Gallaudet University station is well along. It is scheduled to open later this year.
In fact, the Metrorail map indicates that this station as
well as the Blue Line extension from Addison Road to
Morgan Boulevard and Largo Town Center are under
construction.
During my visit I visited the information booth for Metrorail to pick up some maps. I also found a folder entitled “Metro Matters.” It told of how to avoid a crisis in
transportation and urged riders to write to their local
officials and newspapers to secure more funding. Three
steps were given. The dollar value is nearly $1.5 billion.
• Adding more rail cars and buses - $625 million
and $171 million
• Maintaining the system - $516 million
• Safeguarding the system - $150 million
In the storage yard north of Union Station, there were
lots of VRE trainsets, including many containing the
leased Sounder and former METRA gallery cars. MARC
was also well represented, and mixed in with the Sumitomos were a few of its Heritage cars, including 132,
144, and 147. I was told that up to ten are used on a
daily basis.
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Member Harold Geissenheimer gave me a copy of the
June 6 (First Edition) timetable for Route 42S/South
Hills Village via Beechview and 47L/Library via Overbrook, along with a June 2-June 4 interim timetable.
The latter presented a timeline of how the service would
begin. On Tuesday, June 1, at the end of service the
last 42L/Library via Beechview car operated, because
the following morning, its new designation was 47L via
Overbrook, serving 8 new stations. Free rides were
given on Sunday, June 6, and there were special celebratory events at each of the stations. Commemorative
tickets were given to the first 1,500 riders boarding
Route 47L cars. Harold also told me that the new CAFbuilt cars are in the 4300-series.
Member Mel Rosenberg sent two articles from the
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. One reported that this fall,
Route 42S would be rerouted via Overbrook and there
would be a new route, 42C/Castle Shannon via Beechview. In the other article, it was reported that it would be
another year until work would begin on the tunnels under the Allegheny River to the North Shore. The cost of
boring the twin tunnels ranges from $50-$60 million.
PAT also expects to award nine more contracts.

Commuter and Transit Notes
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at press time, no opening date has been announced.
When the line does open, it is expected that the PCCs
will be in service sometime this fall. Thanks to member
Harry Pinsker for the some of the details.
Philadelphia Councilman James F. Kenney has convinced the City Council to hold hearings on his proposal
to extend the Broad Street Subway south of its present
Pattison Avenue terminus, and possibly under the Delaware River into New Jersey. Early estimates put the
cost of this project at about $1 billion. From 1938 until
April 8, 1973, Snyder Avenue had been the southern
terminal. On that date the Oregon and Pattison stations
were opened.
Member David W. Safford had sent this report to me
in May. SEPTA began a summer-long program to rebuiltdtrack on the R-3 Elwyn Line. The 63/Malvern Loop
(Subway/Surface Route 10) was reconstructed, and the
final work involved surface amenities (shelter, bench,
signage, etc.) and painting the poles. David also saw
that the concrete bases for the reconstruction of the
Market/Frankford “L,” west of 46th Street were all in
place, long enough for them to be “liberally scarred with
graffiti.”
Baltimore, Maryland
MARC has acquired 12 ex-METRA gallery cars. They
are being reconditioned and upon completion will be put
to work on the Brunswick Line. Because of their lowlevel center doors, they are not suitable for the Penn
and Camden Lines, which have high-level platforms.
Washington, D.C. area
According to Engineering News-Record, on April 15
WMATA’s Board of Directors approved a public-private
proposal to construct a 23-mile rail extension of the Orange Line from Vienna/Fairfax to and beyond Dulles
Airport. Before releasing details of this venture, WMATA
officials are awaiting FTA approval, as FTA would be
expected to provide some funding. The private partners
are Bechtel and Washington Group.
Several “25 millionth” riders were selected on June 3,
and awarded prizes ranging from weekend packages to
gift certificates.
Virginia Railway Express once again participated in
the Manassas Heritage Railway Festival, which was
held on June 5. There were excursion rides, guided
tours of full-size railcars and locomotives, rides on a
miniature train, and model train exhibits of every gauge
and scale. "Railroadiana" vendors offered model train
and railroad memorabilia, and a railroad-theme photography competition.
VRE only issues fold-up, wallet-sized timetables, one
for each line (Fredericksburg and Manassas).
On Wednesday, June 9, a formal funeral procession
was held for former President Ronald W. Reagan, and
VRE carried additional passengers on its trains. Friday,

(Continued on page 10)
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Chicago, Illinois
As of May 30, METRA Electric passengers who need
to transfer to other trains are using the 55/56/57th
Streets station, instead of 59th Street. The ticket office
and clerk were also moved to the new station. Only minor schedule adjustments were required.
With the opening of the Prairie Crossing station on
April 4, METRA issued a new Milwaukee District/North
Line timetable (Chicago to Fox Lake). Thanks to member Jim Beeler for sending copies.
Steve Lofthouse visited Chicago recently and picked
up copies of the latest METRA timetables. Since service
began on the North Central Line to Antioch on August
19, 1996, for reasons unknown to me, that timetable
folder was 2 inches taller than all of the others. Well,
this changed last December: the March 3, 2003 edition
was reissued, and it is now the same size as the others.
Most of the other lines also got reissued timetables,
albeit with their effective dates unchanged. METRA has
this strange quirk where the “effective” date of the timetable only changes when there is a change. The oldest
timetables still in use go back to November 4, 1996 for
the Rock Island District to Joliet and Southwest Service
to Orland Park. One final Chicago note – the CTA issued a new map in January, coinciding with the subway
and bus fare increase.
St. Louis, Missouri
Member Phil Hom attended a seminar at Scott Air
Force Base, which is very near the eastern end of the
Metrolink line, and sent the following report. “The Shiloh-Scott station is located off route 158 that has a connection to I64 just to the north (about 3 miles). This terminal is on milepost 37.7 from zero. The terminal parking lot is split into two. One is inside the military reservation for those with proper ID and a need to be there,
and the other side is out in the public area. The nearby
area is mostly farmland. The ROW runs thru farms just
as some of the early interurbans did in the Midwest. It

was only till the train reached Belleville did I see trees
come up to the ROW. Many parts of the ROW are not
fenced in. However there are some natural boundaries
that made crossing the track unnecessary and meaningless. Island platforms are normally used with crossing done on the track level. I did not photograph anything because of the weather and the recent FBI warning to watch out for people acting ‘funny.’ I rode only up
to Union Station to inspect the former railroad station
and what is left of the big train shed.
“A good place to photograph the system in St. Louis is
between the Civic Center and Union Station. There are
no fences to block your view and the trains run slowly
between the two stations. The fare is only $1.25 in one
direction (transfers are 25 cents extra). The cars are
clean, with people actually picking up after themselves.
Windows are large and clear. Sidebar - I was allowed a
rental car. I made a side trip to the St. Louis Museum of
Transport. They have an excellent collection with the
best equipment (as well as the oldest) kept under cover.
The larger equipment is exposed to the weather, with
many rust spots on the locomotives. This place is really
out of the range of transit service and going by car is
the only way there. The ground is part of the county
parks system. Admission is only $4.00 to enter the
grounds.”
From the History Files
15 Years Ago: On July 22, 1989, the McKinney Avenue Transit Authority began running Heritage cars over
its then 2.8-mile line. The group discovered that the
pavement that covered the tracks could be removed,
and began an effort to operate service. With the opening of DART’s City Place station in June, 2002, the line
was designated as Line M, and is part of the city’s transit system.
10 Years Ago: On July 6, 1994, the Long Island Rail
Road gained its “own” entrance into New York Penn
Station on W. 34th Street, just off the southwest corner
of Seventh Avenue.
News items and comments concerning this column may be
emailed to NYDnewseditor@aol.com.

NEW YORK CITY SUBWAY’S CENTENNIAL
On October 27, 2004, New York’s subway will be 100
years old, and NYC Transit has been holding various
special events and will continue to do so through the
rest of the year.
During May, a new subway map was produced which
contains facsimiles of old subway maps, and MetroCard
collectors have not been forgotten either. There will be a
series of these cards. So far, the following have been
issued:
• Celebrate the Subway Centennial all year long –

10

October 27, 1904-October 27, 2004
City Hall: The first ride, October 27, 1904
72nd Street was one of the 28 original stations on
the IRT line, 1904
• Excavation for the New Subway: 42nd and Vanderbilt to Times Square, 1902
For details on the special events and the commemorative MetroCards, please check MTA’s website at
www.mta.info.
•
•

NEW YORK DIVISION BULLETIN - JULY, 2004

NOSTALGIA CORNER
This month, we witness the demolition of Brooklyn’s Lexington Avenue “L” in photographs taken on January 12,
1951.
All photographs Bernard Linder collection

Looking east from Bedford Avenue.

Looking east toward Bedford Avenue.

Franklin Avenue, looking north.

Eastbound stairway at Nostrand Avenue.
(Continued on page 16)
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Around New York’s Transit System
Free Rides for Senior Citizens
Many riders pay less than the two-dollar fare because
they take advantage of discounts offered to passengers
buying MetroCards. Recently, NYC Transit informed us
about another bargain available to reduced-fare customers who can open a Mail & Ride MetroCard account
with $20. A 20 percent bonus is added to the MetroCard
whenever $10 or more is added to the card. Customers
never pay more than $35 a month regardless of how
many subway and local bus rides they take. If they pay
by credit/debit card or electronic debit, payment is automatically made every month. They can also pay by mail
with a check or money order. These cards cannot be
refilled at a station booth, MetroCard vending machine,
MetroCard bus, or MetroCard van. New Mail & Ride
customers with accounts in good standing receive a
month of local bus and subway rides free after their first
three months.
Concourse Middle Track Out of Service
To allow the contractor to install new signals, middle
Track C3/4 on the Concourse Line is out of service between 145th Street and Tremont Avenue for approximately six months starting May 23, 2004. Safety barriers constructed with safety mesh, yellow chains, and

construction netting have been installed between Tracks
C1 and C2 and Track C3/4. These barriers allow the
contractors to work on Track C3/4 without the need for
additional flagging.
R-142/142A/143 Delay Announcements
When there is a lengthy train delay, the Conductor
must give the reason for the delay and give travel options. He/she must make an announcement immediately, again within two minutes, and then every five minutes if the train is still delayed. The pre-recorded “We
apologize for the unavoidable delay” announcement
should not be played.
Last Remnant of PATH’s World Trade Center Station
When PATH reconstructed the World Trade Center
station last year, it deliberately left part of the surviving
structure of the old station. This passageway, a remnant
of the World Trade Center concourse, is 66 feet long
and 32 feet wide and is paved with travertine marble.
Two signs near the glass and metal signs point to 2,
3, A, C, and E subway trains. A 13¾”x13¾” plaque
reading, “These signs and floors below are part of the
surviving structure of the World Trade Center,” has been
placed in this passageway.

Nostalgia Corner
(Continued from page 15)

Looking east from Tompkins Avenue.

Looking east at Nostrand Avenue.
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BROOKLYN BRIDGE TROLLEY REROUTED TO “L”
TRACKS 60 YEARS AGO
Trolley cars crossing the Brooklyn Bridge
were rerouted to their own right-of-way, the
former elevated tracks, sixty years ago, December 16, 1944.
Since January 23, 1898, the cars had been
crossing the Brooklyn Bridge on the same
roadway as the horse-drawn vehicles. Within
a week, rush hour riding was so heavy that
32 Inspectors and 8 Patrolmen were assigned to control the crowds. Evening rush
hour passengers were so difficult to control
that 26 Patrolmen who were over six feet tall
were transferred from their regular posts to
the Park Row terminal. The trolley companies
operated as much service as possible and
the Motormen violated the rules that required
the cars to be spaced 102 feet apart on the
bridge. When the excessive load caused the
bridge to sag at the beginning of August,
1898, this rule was enforced and the trolley
service on the bridge was reduced from 400
to 236 cars per hour. With 18 trolley lines
crossing the bridge by the end of 1898, there
must have been a continuous procession of
trolley cars. During the intervening years, the
number of lines crossing the bridge decreased only slightly. To speed up traffic in
downtown Brooklyn, the company made extensive track changes in 1930. When the
new schedules went into effect on April 6, the
terminals of many lines were changed and
there were only ten lines operating across
the bridge. Opened in 1932, the new Independent Subway competed with the IRT and
the BMT. When the A train started running
under Fulton Street to Rockaway Avenue on
April 9, 1936, it furnished a faster ride to
Manhattan than the BMT “L” or trolley cars.
1

Less than a year later, January 10, 1937,
trolley lines in downtown Brooklyn were rerouted again. Only five lines provided service
across the bridge to Park Row.
The plan for rebuilding downtown Brooklyn
included the removal of the elevated structure between Jay Street and Myrtle Avenue
and Sands Street and the elevated tracks
leading to the bridge, all of which were taken
out of service on March 5, 1944. When the
work was completed on December 16, 1944,
the trolley cars were rerouted again and
crossed the bridge on the former “L” tracks.
During the first half of the 20th Century, the
traffic pattern changed appreciably. The number of daily riders declined from 90,000 on
August 6, 1898 to only 1,362 in 1948. Because of light riding, trolley service across
the bridge was discontinued on March 6,
1950. The trolley right-of-way was converted
to an automobile roadway.
The tracks on this right-of-way were originally built for a cable railway which started
running on September 24, 1883. This railway
was an immediate success and riding increased rapidly. During the first six months,
19,976 passengers a day were transported in
one-car trains, the majority during rush
hours. Through elevated service started running on June 18, 1898, but the cable cars
continued operating until January 24, 1908.
The BRT furnished through elevated service
on eight lines. Because trains could not be
operated on less than a one-minute headway
on the bridge, several trains were shortlined
at Sands Street and at Fulton Ferry.
Riding declined steadily because of compe(Continued on page 3)
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BRONXVILLE LINE (1899-1929)
GRAMATAN AVENUE LINE (1930-1931)
by Bernard Linder
Owners:

STREET CARS
December 8, 1899
April 13, 1900
January 18, 1908
January 1, 1912
February 8, 1931
November 11, 1936
December 17, 1956
December 12, 1969

About mid-1982

Third Avenue Railroad Company
Metropolitan Street Railway Company
Third Avenue Railroad Company
Third Avenue Railway Company
BUSES
Westchester Electric Railroad Company
Westchester Street Transportation Company
Fifth Avenue Coach Lines, Incorporated
Bus Associates, Incorporated, whose principal stockholders were Arthur and George
Bernacchia and Raymond Murphy. In 1973, Liberty Coaches’ principals had equal
ownership in two New York City operations — Pelham Parkway and Pioneer Bus (whose
name was subsequently changed to Command Bus) — and had a 25% interest in the
operation of Westchester Street and West Fordham through a holding company, Bus
Associates
Liberty Coaches, Club Transportation, and Westchester Street were merged to form
Liberty Lines Transit, Incorporated

Route:

STREET CARS

Cars started operating on North 4th Avenue (present-day Gramatan Avenue) from Prospect
Avenue to Hunts Wood Park, just south of the Bronxville line, on this single-track line that
was isolated from the rest of the system
November 11, 1900
Extended via North 4th Avenue and West 1st Street to the terminal between South 3rd
5:15 PM
Avenue and South 4th Avenue
December, 1900
Extended via Poplar Street and Midland Avenue to Pondfield Road, Bronxville
Year ending June 30, The company built an 0.81-mile single-track line on Midland Avenue from Pondfield Road
1902
to the north village line of Bronxville
December 25, 1909
Discontinued
June 21, 1910
Resumed service
1911
Cars ran as necessary until service was discontinued
October 6, 1916
Resumed service
January 21, 1917
Discontinued
February 22, 1920
Resumed service
March 1, 1920
Cars were operated by one man
August 16, 1925
Cars operated from New Haven Station to Poplar and Midland Avenues. Shuttles operated
on Midland Avenue from Poplar Street to the north village line of Bronxville
August 8, 1926
Discontinued shuttles
April 8, 1928
Cars operated via Gramatan Avenue, Oakley Avenue, and North 3rd Avenue to Prospect
Avenue, returning via Crary Avenue. Cars formerly operated in the reverse direction
around the loop (we do not know when cars started operating on this loop)
February 8, 1931
Buses replace street cars.
Jack May furnished information regarding most route changes.
December 8, 1899

BUSES
February 8, 1931
1955
September 27, 1972
About 1973

Route E buses started operating over the same route as the trolley
Through-routed with Route C
Extended via Boston Road and Bivonia Street to Reeds Mill Lane
Renumbered to Route 52
(Continued on page 3)
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with the property owners, the company decided to build
the extension during the midnight hours, when most
people were sleeping.
At 10:30 PM Saturday, November 10, 1900, two cars
carrying 100 men, two cars loaded with ties, and two
trucks carrying track rails arrived at West 1st Street and
South 4th Avenue. The contractor rushed the work to
complete it before midnight Sunday. The first car ran on
the new extension at 5:15 PM Sunday, November 11,
1900, several hours before the deadline.

Bronxville Line/Gramatan Avenue Line
(Continued from page 2)

TRACK EXTENDED TO WEST 1ST STREET
When the line was built, it was isolated from the rest
of the system because the company could not obtain
permission from the property owners to cross the railroad tracks on the Fourth Avenue bridge. The company
received permission from the City Council in June,
1900. The property owners tried to get an injunction, but
they failed. Then they demanded $1,500, but rejected
the company’s offer of $1,000. Instead of negotiating

(Continued on page 4)

tition from the newly-opened BMT and IND lines that
furnished a one-seat ride to Manhattan. After Unifica-

tion, riding was so light that service between Park Row
and Bridge Street was discontinued on March 5, 1944,
and all Myrtle, Lexington, and Fulton-Lexington trains
terminated at a new terminal called Bridge-Jay Street.
Passengers were given free transfers to the IND or the
trolley cars, which had no difficulty handling the small
number of passengers who rode the bridge cars.

Shelter car 3740 at Park Row, August 24, 1946.

Park Row in 1896.

Car 8447 on the private right-of-way at the Brooklyn end of the
bridge.

Looking west toward the Sands Street station, September 19, 1941.

Brooklyn Bridge Trolley Rerouted to “L” Tracks 60
Years Ago
(Continued from page 1)
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Bronxville Line/Gramatan Avenue Line
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MTA NEW YORK CITY TRANSIT CELEBRATES THE SUBWAY’S
CENTENNIAL
by Benjamin W. Schaeffer
2004, began at 9:30 AM with the New York Transit Museum and United States Postal Service unveiling a special Subway Centennial postmark. Admission to the museum was free all day.
At 11 AM, New York State’s Lieutenant Governor Mary
Donohue, New York City’s Mayor Michael R.
Bloomberg, and many invited guests and journalists
assembled in front of City Hall for a reenactment of the
first subway trip.
After a few speeches, the Mayor led those present
into the old City Hall station, where he and the invited
guests joined several NYCT employees dressed in
1904-era clothing on board the 1917 Lo-V museum
train. A second train consisting of museum IRT SMEE
cars also handled the overflowing crowds. The unused
station was opened to the public for viewing between 1
PM and 4 PM.
After the train left the station and rolled around the
loop, as a final touch of accuracy to this splendid reenactment, Mayor Bloomberg was given the controls and
operated the Lo-V train briefly on its trip to the Grand
Central station of the 42nd Street Shuttle where another
news conference was held. The museum trains continued to operate in customer service through Friday according to the following schedule.

October 27, 2004 marked the one hundredth anniversary of the opening of New York City’s first subway line,
the Interborough Rapid Transit Company operated route
which began at the now closed City Hall station, and
continued northward along today’s Lexington Avenue,
42nd Street Shuttle, and Broadway Lines to the 145th
Street station.
The Subway was a major achievement for the city’s
public transportation system and its opening was cause
for much celebration. The festivities were held at City
Hall, where several dignitaries gave congratulatory
speeches. Mayor George B. McClellan then led the way
into the City Hall station and operated the first train.
MTA New York City Transit and the New York Transit
Museum organized a yearlong “Subway Centennial”
celebration, which officially began on October 7, 2003
with a news conference held at the Grand Central station of the 42nd Street Shuttle. Since that day, numerous
events were held throughout the city, commemorative
subway maps and MetroCards were issued, and the
“Miss Subway” contest returned updated to “Ms. Subway”. Of special interest was the frequent use of the
museum trains in excursion and even in regular customer service.
The events of the big day, Wednesday October 27,
DATE
IRT SMEE
October 7 AM-7 PM
27, 2004 42nd Street Shuttle
(R-12/R-17/R-33S)

IND R-1 to R-9
IRT LO-V
10 AM-3 PM
2 PM
Broadway Local
Broadway-Seventh
57th Street-Canal Street Avenue Express
Times Square-137th
Street (one trip)

October 10 AM-3 PM
10 AM-3 PM
28, 2004 Broadway-Seventh Avenue Broadway Local
Express
57th Street-Canal Street
nd
242 Street-Times Square
October 10 AM-3 PM
10 AM-3 PM
29, 2004 Broadway-Seventh Avenue Broadway Local
Express
57th Street-Canal Street
th
34 Street-Utica Avenue

N/A

N/A

BRT ELEVATED
N/A

10 AM-3 PM
Astoria Boulevard to 39th
Avenue (middle track) and
back
10 AM-3 PM
Astoria Boulevard to 39th
Avenue (middle track) and
back

See the next page for photographs by Andrew Grahl, who also covered the festivities.

(Continued on page 6)
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MTA New York City Transit Celebrates the
Subway’s Centennial
(Continued from page 5)

The temporary entrance to the City Hall station, which was abandoned on December 31, 1945.

The Lo-V train makes an appearance at the Grand Central station of the 42nd Street Shuttle.

The BRT BUs pass Avenue U on the Brighton Line on October 23,
2004.

The IRT Lo-Vs pause at Kings Highway on the Brighton Line on October 23, 2004.

The lineup of museum trains after the Pageant in Motion at Ocean
Parkway (Brighton Line), October 24, 2004.

R-12 5760 leads the “train of many colors” through the 207th Street
station on its way to Brooklyn, October 29, 2004.
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TECH TALK
by Jeffrey Erlitz
Northbound and southbound 4 trains bypassed the
170th and 176th Street stations from November 1-22 for
the station rehabilitation work going on there.
Expanding upon an item from my last column, listed
below are the fourteen BMT interlockings that were
equipped with mechanical interlocking machines supplied by Union Switch & Signal. US&S was the U.S.
licensee for Saxby & Farmer of England, the original
manufacturer of this style of mechanical interlocking
machine. This data is from the June 1, 1925 BMT Instructions for Towermen:
Hubbards Creek (Sea Beach)
Fulton Ferry
Tillary Street
Adams Street Cut
Crescent Street
Nostrand Avenue (Fulton)
East 105th Street

The first pair of Metro-North M-7s, 4001/4002, was at
the Long Island Rail Road’s Hillside Support Facility
during the end of September. I do not yet know the reason for this, but it was probably for some kind of modification. Speaking of the LIRR, M-7s from the second
option of cars are in service now. Cars numbered at
least as high as 7330 had been observed in service by
early November. Three M-7s were involved in what appears to have been a sideswipe accident and were sitting at Hillside during the beginning of October. The
damage seems minor so these cars will probably be
repaired.
Now that Track J4 on the Nassau Street (or Jamaica)
Line is in service, Track J1 is now temporarily out of
service through the end of the year while various crews
finish up their work. On November 8, the new crossover
from Track J4 to Track J1 between the Bowery and Essex Street stations was placed in service.

FULTON ST LINE
LEFFERTS AVE CONTROL
NORTH

GREENWOOD AVE
(111 ST)

16
7

TK K2
5

TK K2
TOWER

(10) 11

TK K3-4

(8)
3

4

15

TK K1

9
STATION

1

6

13

(12)

LEFFERTS AVE
STATION
14
TK K1

2

GRS MODEL 2
9 LEVERS FOR SIGNALS
7 LEVERS FOR SWITCHES
16 LEVER FRAME?

Legend
Home signal
Approach signal
Dwarf signal

(Continued on page 8)
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trol panel was installed here for local control if needed;
this machine is a GRS Type C mini-lever control panel
and remains in service to this day.
For the moment, I have run out of historic BMT material so next month we’ll move over to the IRT Division.
After some searching, I came across another version
of the Southeast Queens Line, Route 131-D. Notice that
the station north of Sutphin Boulevard is called Standard Place rather than Parsons Boulevard. Standard
Place was a one-block north-south street from Archer
Avenue to Jamaica Avenue, west of Parsons Boulevard
and east of 153rd Street. Unlike the drawing in the October Bulletin, there was no station between 108th and
109th Avenues. Next month, I hope to show the Queens
Super Express Bypass, Route 131-B.
Next month I hope to finally get to the Queens Super
Express Bypass, Route 131-B.
Jeff may be contacted via e-mail at jbe456@optonline.net.

Tech Talk
(Continued from page 7)

65th Street & 3rd Avenue
Kings County Terminal
High Street Loop
Broadway Ferry
160th Street-Jamaica
Grant Avenue
Rockaway Parkway
Lefferts Avenue, at the end of the Fulton Street Line, is
my next historic interlocking diagram. Lefferts Avenue
(never renamed Boulevard by the Signal Department
after the street was renamed) was a very typical GRS
(General Railway Signal Company) interlocking
equipped with a Model 2 machine. This lasted until the
end of BMT service in April 1956. When the IND resignaled the line later that year, this interlocking was made
remote from Liberty Avenue Junction. An auxiliary con-

Southeast Queens Line
Route 131-D
2-24-71 (Revised 1-3-72)

To
Queens
Blvd
Line

A

Sutphin
Blvd

Standard
Pl

Linden
Blvd

A

A
A

Springfield
Blvd

Baisley
Blvd
Source: Drawing #777-3A
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Commuter and Transit Notes

by Randy Glucksman

Commission, the state Controller, and business groups
like the New York City Partnership. According to The
Times:
• These fiscal problems are the direct result of more
than a decade of policies by New York State, New
York City, and the MTA.
• Since 1991, Mayors Dinkins, Giuliani and
Bloomberg have all cut the city’s contributions to
NYC Transit
• In 1995, Governor Pataki cut state subsidies to
the MTA, placing more of the burden for operating
the system and repaying the bonds which financed the capital program on the riders. He installed E. Virgil Conway as the Chairman, with
orders to make do with less from Albany. Subway
fares were raised from $1.25 to $1.50. They are
now $2.00
• At the insistence of Governor Pataki, Assembly
Speaker Sheldon Silver, and then-Mayor Giuliani,
billions of dollars were included for expansion projects such as LIRR East Side Access and the Second Avenue Subway, decisions which were criticized by former MTA Chairman Richard Ravitch,
who felt that money should have been spent on
maintaining the current system rather than on new
projects.
Stay tuned.
MTA Metro-North Railroad (East)
The schedules that went into effect under General
Order No. 210 on October 31 are to remain in effect
until April 2, 2005, when we return to Daylight Saving
Time. Changes were published in the November Bulletin. The cover of the Harlem Line timetable has a
“bubble” that announces, “More service! More seats!
New train cars” and the Hudson Line timetable simply
says, “New train cars.”
There is lots of news about the ACMUs, and I will start
with a list of ACMUs as of late October, as prepared by
member Josh Weiss.
Croton East yard: 1114, 1126, 1136, 1140, 1160, 1163,
1169, 1178 (8 cars)
Chevy yard (Tarrytown): 1138, 1144, 1154, 1159, 1172,
1183, 1125, 1149, 1164, 1166, 1168, 1182, 1185, 1105,
1109, 1115, 1118, 1121, 1130, 1131, 1133, 1145, 1156
(23 cars)
Both groups are ready to be shipped to scrapper and
are disabled.
Held for winter emergencies at North White Plains:
1100, 1102, 1107, 1110, 1113, 1117, 1119, 1120, 1122,
1123, 1124, 1127, 1128, 1132, 1135, 1141, 1143, 1146,

Metropolitan Transportation Authority
On October 29 (the day of the Division’s October
meeting, where members and many guests enjoyed
Eric Oszustowicz’s excellent slide presentation saluting
the first one hundred years of the New York City subway), I picked up a flyer at Grand Central Terminal
which announced the public hearings for the proposed
fare increases. These hearings were held from November 8- 10 in Manhattan, Brooklyn, Staten Island, Farmingdale, and White Plains. It should be noted that the
notice described the sites that were selected in Farmingdale as “on Nassau/Suffolk border” and in Brooklyn
as “on the Queens border.” Is this the MTA’s attempt to
save money by reducing the number of hearings? The
MTA service area is composed of twelve counties (five
in New York City plus Nassau, Suffolk, Westchester,
Rockland, Orange, Putnam, and Dutchess), and fare
increases would affect them all. Shouldn’t they who
would be affected have an opportunity, if they so desire,
to voice their concerns at a local venue?
On the table are proposals to eliminate the 25% offpeak discount and to impose of peak fares on one-way
and ten-trip tickets for travel from Manhattan on trains
departing from Grand Central Terminal and Harlem/125th Street between 5:30 and 9 AM. Also, the oneway increment to the fare for tickets purchased on
board trains would go from $3 to $5 and there would be
reductions in the amounts by which monthly tickets are
discounted. Interstate and intrastate fares in Connecticut are proposed to go up 5.5%. In the weeks and
months before these hearings, many politicians
weighed in on the reasons for the MTA’s fiscal problems. Some are detailed below.
If the MTA gets its way, another transit ticket bargain
may lose some of its appeal. The price of the CityTicket,
which was introduced last year at $2.50, will likely be
increased as part of the proposed fare increases. The
Rockland Journal News reported that as of October,
16,000 had been sold, allocated as follows: LIRR,
14,000 and Metro-North, 2,000. (I purchased one LIRR
CityTicket last January.) Market research found that
40% were existing riders taking advantage of the lower
fare, with the balance being new riders. The MTA’s finance committee suspended the use of these tickets
between November 20 and January 2.
Following up on a news item from last month, the
Metro section of The New York Times (October 25)
had another article on the MTA’s financial problems under the headline “M.T.A.’s Fiscal Predicament Is a Crisis
That Many Saw Coming.” Those who were watching
included former transit officials, fiscal watchdogs like the
Independent Budget Office and the Citizens Budget

(Continued on page 10)
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1148, 1150, 1153, 1155, 1157, 1158, 1165, 1167, 1171,
1175, 1179, 1180 (30 cars)
Member Bill Zucker was able to obtain the consists of
what had been the final scheduled runs on October 29:
Train #516: 1124, 1110, 1113, 1117, 1146, 1135, 1123
Train #528: 1119, 1158, 1107, 1180, 1167, 1175, 1141
Train #516 was deadheaded to North White Plains
and removed from service. Train #528 became Train
#573 and left Grand Central Terminal for North White
Plains at 6:35 PM.
Then on November 5, Josh Weiss and Glenn Rowe
reported that due to the large number of M-1/M-3 and
M-7 cars out of service to due flat wheels (caused by
leaves on the rails), a 7-car set of ACMUs was assigned
to Train #528 (7:57 AM North White Plains) and deadheaded back to North White Plains on Train #2523.
Steve Lofthouse reported that he rode in a 7-car train
on the Hudson Line on November 16. On November 18,
the ACMUs were reactivated and there are rumors that
have these cars running into next Spring.
This year’s special Thanksgiving timetables have a
woodcut of a tree with several turkeys. On the back
cover there is information concerning the upcoming
holidays. Because Christmas occurs on a Saturday this
year, and because Christmas Eve is a federal holiday,
Metro-North is scheduling its “getaway” service on
Thursday, December 23. Because traffic volumes traditionally have been lower when Christmas Day occurs
on a Saturday, a holiday schedule will be operated and
Sunday will have a normal Sunday schedule. So this
year the special three-day timetable will only be issued
for the New Year’s Day weekend.
Metro-North did complete its project to synchronize all
of its clocks in Grand Central Terminal. Formerly, the
master clock was controlled by a short wave radio signal that was received from the atomic clock in Boulder,
Colorado at 3 AM. The master clock in turn sent the
time to all of the other (analog) clocks. Although the
system was only 15 years old, being able to communicate with clocks that were both analog and digital became unreliable. Now, there is a new master clock and
it receives a continuous synchronizing satellite signal
from the Naval Observatory in Maryland every single
second of every day, making the clocks in Grand Central, very accurate. How accurate – to two microseconds all the time.
MTA Metro-North Railroad (West)
Metro-North officials were disappointed with the number of riders who were using Secaucus Junction. Planners had projected that after one year, there would be
138,000 Port Jervis and 64,000 Pascack Valley Line
riders. However, the numbers through the end of August
were 105,000 and 33,000, respectively. The planners
used NJ Transit’s computer modeling estimates, which
10

were based on what occurred when Midtown Direct service began, and anticipated a doubling of ridership.
Even though there is additional service on both lines,
only the Port Jervis Line has weekend service. Until the
passing sidings project is completed, there will be none
for the Pascack Valley Line. The latest date for the completion of this (now limited in scope) project is now
2007.
Connecticut Department of Transportation
Governor Jodi Rell held a photo opportunity to view
the first fifteen ex-Virginia Railway Express cars. The
(New Haven) Register reported that when the Governor was notified that the cars would not arrive until next
year she directed her staff to make sure that the cars
arrived ahead of the winter, so that commuters would
not be stranded like they were last winter. The cars still
read VIRGINIA RAILWAY EXPRESS, but the governor
said that she really didn’t care because the cars were in
Connecticut. As she walked down the aisle of one of the
cars, inspecting the red and blue seats, she remarked
that the cars were clean and in great shape. On November 1, a “CDOT Test Train” was operated, and on
November 15, the following consist was seen on Shore
Line East #1667/1640 which runs between New Haven
and Stamford and Stamford/Old Saybrook: 6694-217219-(Bombardier cab car). The previous Thursday, November 11, the same consist held down midday
Waterbury runs 1926/1975. Thanks to members Bob
Underwood and David A. Cohen for the news.
New Shore Line East schedules went into effect on
November 1. One afternoon train had its departure time
moved up by five minutes. Bob also reported that on the
day after Thanksgiving, SLE operated a reduced schedule, similar to what was in effect last year. Thanks to
Bob and David for sending copies.
MTA Long Island Rail Road
A complete set of new timetables was issued with an
effective date of November 15. On the covers are announcements that special schedules would be in effect
on the day after Thanksgiving, November 26. Additional
trains were operated on the eve of Thanksgiving Day on
the following lines: one each on the Port Washington,
Ronkonkoma, Far Rockaway, Long Beach and Montauk. Babylon had three and Port Jefferson had four. On
Thanksgiving Day, there were additional inbound
“parade” trains (as the LIRR refers to them) on the Port
Jefferson (3), Ronkonkoma (2), Oyster Bay (2), Babylon
(3) and Montauk (1). Outbound – Port Washington (2),
Port Jefferson (8), Ronkonkoma (4), Babylon (4) and
Montauk (1). These new timetables take into account
midday construction work on the Atlantic Avenue Viaduct between East New York and Flatbush Avenue, and
station work at Murray Hill, Jamaica, and Rosedale.
NJ Transit
NJ Transit also issued new timetables effective with
the return to Eastern Standard Time on October 31. On
(Continued on page 11)
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the Main/Bergen Line, schedules have been restructured to provide half-hour service between Hoboken
and Suffern between 7 PM and Midnight. Under the
previous schedules, there were gaps of 90 minutes on
the Main Line and 2½ hours on the Bergen County
Line. In recent years, there have been increases of ridership on the Morris & Essex and Northeast Corridor
Lines of more than 30% on weekends, compared to
14% on weekdays, and with these new timetables, four
new trains depart Dover between 8:36 and 11:36 AM.
There are also four new trains departing from New York
Penn Station between 4:03 and 7:03 PM. These
“Holiday Extra” trains stop at Newark Broad Street and
operate via express to Summit. On the Northeast Corridor, the extra trains depart from Trenton between 8:25
and 11:25 AM, return from New York between 4:09 and
7:09 PM. They run express from New Brunswick to
Newark Airport, and then make stops at Newark and
Secaucus en route to New York. There were minor
changes and improvements to service on other lines.
On October 26, NJ Transit issued a Customer Notice
that due to customer requests, Train #414 (7:21 AM
Gladstone) would continue to make stops at the Maplewood and South Orange stations. This change was not
reflected in the timetables that were distributed.
Also on November 1, the Step-up/Change in Terminal
fee to transfer through Secaucus for when a rider having a monthly pass to/from Hoboken and the passenger
is destined to New York Penn was to become a flat rate
of $2.75, regardless of zone. Collection of this surcharge had been suspended since Secaucus Jct.
opened. However, due to customer complaints, the previous system where the Step-up fare when purchased
on the train ranged from 85 cents to $1.45 depending
on the zone where you got on the train was retained, at
least for time being. Even though the new timetables
contain this fare structure, train crews will not assess
the higher fees. There were a few other changes. Senior citizens 62 and older and the disabled can travel at
the 50% off the regular one-way fare at all times. There
is no longer a differentiation between 62-64 and 65.
Children ages 5-11 can travel on all NJ Transit vehicles
for 50% off the regular one-way fare or less, at all times,
and these discounted fares no longer depend on the
purchase of a companion full-adult fare.
After a $2.45 million facelift, Madison Station (M&E)
has been restored to its original grandeur. The 88-year
old station, in a collegiate gothic architectural style, is
one of 49 that are listed on the state and national register of historic places. Work began in mid-2002 and was
completed this past July. While NJ Transit (and taxpayers) funded the project, a group known as Friends of
Madison sold stone pavers that paid for exterior lighting
and curbing.
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The Hamilton station, one of NJ Transit’s newest (it
opened on February 21, 1999), has seen increased demand for parking, and an agreement has been made
with Nexus Properties to construct a 2,000-space parking deck adjacent to the station. Nexus will also manage
and maintain the site for approximately 37 years.
Back in August, eight new 40-inch LCD screens were
installed in the NJ Transit concourse, and let me tell
you, they are one of the best things that have been
done to inform commuters about the track assignments.
Their placement (suspended from the ceiling) also helps
to spread out the crowds who formerly all crowded
around the few wall-mounted monitors.
Off-peak fares were in effect on Election Day,
(November 2) and on Veteran’s Day (November 11).
NJ Transit officials have indicated that fares may go
up next year, possibly as much as 15%. This could generate an additional $55 million. Public hearings may
take place in February.
To honor veterans, NJ Transit has renamed the Newark City Subway’s Broad Street station as Military Park
Station. Ceremonies were held on Veterans Day at Raymond Boulevard and Park Place, which is across the
street from Military Park. This park was designed as a
training place for soldiers when Newark was planned in
1667.
One of our members was privileged to tour the Hudson-Bergen Palisades Tunnel during October and wrote
that “at this point, it's some 500 days behind schedule,
so it is doubtful that it will actually be available in time to
start service by next fall. My guess is closer to December next year. Most of the tunnel roof and walls have
been relined with concrete, replacing brick and open
rock. At the Bergenline Avenue station, the sides were
extended out to allow for a center platform. The access
hole to the street, some 160 feet up, comes down to the
west end of the platform, where there is room for three
high-speed elevators as well as the emergency stairs.
The tunnel will have reversible ventilation. I suspect this
station will be one of the heaviest on the system, what
with a much faster ride to both Hoboken and Newport
(Center) Mall, probably taking a bunch of riders off the
vans. There will be no such thing as east portal and
west portal. East will be known as River Portal and west
will be North Bergen Portal. I'm not sure yet what the
tunnel itself will be named, but such things take on great
importance on this light rail line.”
Apparently the Mayor of Weehawken has had a
change of heart and will permit HBLRT cars to operate
to the Port Imperial Ferry. The cars have been operating
there to turn anyway, and plans are underway to carry
passengers by early next year. Also, one of the three
Bayonne Flyers is regularly getting a two-car train in the
AM and PM. This is assigned to the heaviest Flyer trip.
Train #15 in the AM makes the 7:14 and 8:26 inbound
trips from 22nd Street. Train #18 in the PM leaves New(Continued on page 12)
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port at 4:22 and 5:34. The use of the second car raises
the car requirement to 18.
River Line service was improved slightly with the issuance of its third schedule on September 7. The first trip
to Trenton, which began at Bordentown at 6:17 AM,
now starts at Florence at 6:08.
Port Authority Trans-Hudson Corporation
To permit the installation of the new turnstiles that accept PATH QuickCards and NYC Transit MetroCards,
Christopher Street was closed over the weekend of November 5-8. Passengers were directed to use 9th Street.
These turnstiles were also being installed at PavoniaNewport, but there was no station closure.
Amtrak
On October 28, Acela Train 2191 derailed in New Haven, and, in the process, damaged a catenary pole that
carries signal and high-tension wires. Metro-North service was impacted throughout the next day. Thanks to
Bob Underwood for the report.
For the Thanksgiving Holiday week, Amtrak, in its special Thanksgiving Holiday Timetable, reported that it
planned to operate about 57 additional trains and borrow commuter equipment. Last year, a record 596,000
passengers were carried during that period.
Museums
Another installment of longtime Branford members
has been published, this time for those who have been
associated with the museum for between 25 and 30
years. This time, the following New York Division members have been recognized: James A. Dell’Oglio, Joseph F. Eid, Jr., Everett A. Fox, Ira K. Friedberg, William
Joyce, III, Walter G. Karppi, Sidney A. Keyles, Carl J.
Margolies, Dennis Peppel, Rudolph J. Rinda, Glenn P.
Smith, Leslie F. Szolosi, and C. Lawrence Wartur.
In the October Shore Line Trolley Museum Tripper,
there was a story about a former Public Service trailer
car that had been very recently acquired by the museum. In 1921, the Osgood-Bradley Corporation of
Worcester, Massachusetts constructed 100 of these
cars, which were numbered in the 4500-series. Hooking
up a trailer behind a motorized car was an inexpensive
way to add peak-period capacity. Due to the Depression, ridership fell, these cars were no longer needed,
and they were removed from the roster by 1934. Most
were scrapped, but a few escaped this fate. 4598 survived as a Public Service employee shuttle, and others
were turned into de-trucked waiting rooms, sheds, and
cabins; however, specific details are lacking. The car
featured in the article is presumed to be 4584 and was
purchased by Ray Miele, Sr., founder of Newark’s Miele
Iron Works. The stripped-out body of this car was transported by highway truck to a then-rural location adjacent to Route 22 in Union, New Jersey. Its first use was
as a residence by the Miele family, but after WWII it be12

came an office for their company and retained that
status until 2002, until a mobile home replaced it. At that
time, Ray Miele, III, the current proprietor, donated the
body to Branford. An inspection found it structurally
sound. After removing the contents (generations of office records, furniture, etc.), the car was removed from
its foundation and placed atop a flatbed for its journey to
East Haven. Current plans call for the interior of the car
to be enclosed and cosmetically restored, and for the
car to be used for utility purposes such as outside storage or display space. It is not every day that one finds a
nearly 83-year-old trolley car.
Miscellaneous
En route to the October Division meeting, as my Hudson Line train passed the Kawasaki plant in Yonkers, I
observed a number of ex-Metra gallery cars on the
tracks that at one time had been occupied by NYC
Transit R-142As. Reports on the Internet have these
cars destined to Virginia Railway Express, which already has a fair amount of them. Another email reported
that the gallery cars were acquired for $1 each, and that
there were only 10 Mafersa cars left in Virginia, five
each of cabs and trailers. Since VRE did not purchase
any gallery cab cars, the Mafersa cab cars provide that
service.
As you will see in the table on the next page, the year
2004 was productive in terms of adding new public transit services. There are a few holdovers, including the
San Jose’s Vasona LRT line, which has been rescheduled to next summer. Also delayed is Girard Avenue in
Philadelphia, which at this time is not in operation due
to community opposition, although all work has been
completed. And of course, what seemed to be the perennial holdover — Tren Urbano, which originally was to
be open in 2001 — may be running by now. At press
time, agency officials were planning to open the line
before the end of the year. Please see additional report
next month under San Juan.
2004 Elections
At least 23 of 31 ballot measures to launch or expand
bus and rail lines in 11 states were approved this Election Day just past. In Denver, voters approved RTD’s
$4.7 billion FasTracks program that would add 119
miles of light rail and 18 miles of bus rapid transit to the
metropolitan area. Funds would come from a 0.4-cent
increase in the sales tax. In Phoenix, a proposal to extend a half-cent sales tax for 20 years was approved.
The moneys would go to support a plan to add 78 miles
of freeways, extend bus service, and construct a light
rail line. In Austin, Texas, 62% of voters supported a
proposal for a commuter rail line that would use DMUs.
Voters also approved 19 of 24 other tax or bond measures for roads and bridges only, according to the American Road & Transportation Builders Association.
Thanks also to member Harold Geissenheimer.
However, in Florida, there was a different story. Mem(Continued on page 13)
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DATE
January 1
March 14
April 18
May 1
June 2
June 7

OPERATOR
MTA of Harris County
NJ Transit
New Orleans RTA
Tri-Met
Port Authority Transit
CalTrain

CITY
Houston, TX
Trenton to Camden, NJ
New Orleans, LA
Portland, OR
Pittsburgh, PA
San Francisco to
San Jose, CA
Sacramento, CA
San Jose, CA
Minneapolis, MN
Ramsey, NJ
Montclair, NJ
Hoboken to Lincoln Harbor
Weehawken, NJ

LINE
Central
River
Canal St.
Interstate (Yellow)
Overbrook
Baby Bullet Service

NOTES
7.5 miles
34 miles
4.1 miles
5.8 miles
5.5 miles

Amtrak/Folsom Corridor
Tasman East
Hiawatha I
Main / Bergen
Montclair-Boonton
North Line

2.8 miles
8.3 miles
8 miles
Ramsey Route 17 station
Montclair State University station
3 stations
< 1 mile

June 13
June 24
June 26
August 22
August 22
September 7

Sacramento RTD
Valley Transit Authority
Metro Transit
NJ Transit
NJ Transit
HBLRT (NJ Transit)

November 1
November 18
December 4

Central Arkansas TA
WMATA
Metro Transit

Little Rock, AR
Washington, DC
Minneapolis, MN

River Rail
Red
Hiawatha II

2.1 miles
New York Avenue station
3.6 miles to Mall of America and
MSP Airport

December 18

WMATA

Washington, DC

Blue

Largo Station 3.1 miles, 2 stations

December ??

Tren Urbano

San Juan, Puerto Rico

Phase I

10.5 miles

ber Dennis Zaccardi reported that although Florida residents voted 64 percent to 36 percent to repeal the High
Speed Rail Mandate (pushed by Governor Jeb Bush),
the Florida High Speed Rail Authority is proceeding with
its work to design and build a high-speed rail line between Orlando and Tampa. In addition, the Florida High
Speed Rail Authority has changed the routing in Orlando, from the Central Florida Greenway (which was
favorable to Disney) to a route along the BeeLine Expressway (which is favorable to Sea World, University
Studios, and the International Convention Center). This
route has a greater chance of getting federal funding. Only the Florida Legislature can stop the High
Speed Rail Authority and there is strong support from
State Senators Lee Constantine (R-Altamonte Springs)
and Jim Sebesta (R-St. Petersburg).
Correction
Due to a production error, the data for Metrolink (Los
Angeles) was omitted from the roster of Commuter Rail
Agencies in North America that was published in the
October Bulletin, so we are presenting it here (see below).

AGENCY/
OPERATOR
NAME

Southern California Regional
Rail Authority

POPULAR
NAME/
ABBREVIATION

Metrolink

AREA

Los Angeles
CA

Other Transit Systems
Boston, Massachusetts
If legislation that is pending in the Massachusetts
House of Representatives becomes law, commuters
may be able to deduct up to $750 in fares and tolls from
their taxable income in 2004, delivering a savings of up
to $39 for heavy users of the Massachusetts Pike and
MBTA subway and commuter railway lines. The deduction would apply only to Fast Lane users and passholders on the subway and commuter rail lines.
28 bi-levels are on order from Kawasaki, for delivery
during 2005. They are blind trailers equivalent to the
current 700-series cars, except the new ones will have
lavatories. The primary purpose of this order is to build
car inventory to support the new Old Colony Greenbush
line (scheduled to open in 2006?). On November 10,
the MBTA Board approved an option for five more cars
to be funded by Rhode Island and would presumably
lead to increased service to Providence.
Charlie Card will be the name of the new automated
fare card that is slated to replace tokens in Boston. This
name was selected due to its strong connection to the
city which was made famous by the Kingston Trio’s hit
song. (Please see the October Bulletin for details).

STAMILE- DAILY
TIONS LINES AGE RIDERS

53

7

512

36,000

Notes: 1- Equipment on order or planned
2– Leased cars (lessee)

COACHES/
NOTES
CARS

LOCOMOTIVES
Electric

Diesel

0

41

Dual- Elec- DieMode tric
sel
0

0

131

1, 2

(Continued on page 14)
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The next time you are driving around the streets of
Boston, you should be aware that there is a little-known
ordinance that makes it illegal to pass a stopped streetcar. After several close calls where alighting passengers
were nearly struck by cars, in mid-November Boston
police began an awareness campaign by handing out
mock tickets to drivers who disobeyed the law on the E
Line. Real tickets could cost offenders $100 and repeat
offenders could have their licenses revoked.
Thanks to member Todd Glickman for the previous
reports and for sending copies of the Fall commuter rail
timetables (Orangish-Brown) that went into effect on
November 1. There were a number of minor changes
on several lines, but especially on the Attleboro/
Stoughton Line where trips were shifted to accommodate Acela departure changes from 15 minutes past the
hour to 20 minutes past the hour on weekdays. The Fall
Rapid Transit timetable went into effect on September
4.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
From Cinders: While they were very common years
ago, locations where streetcar tracks cross a main line
railroad at grade are rare. One such location is Route
11 at Main Street in Darby. CSX recently installed new
rails, which forced the cars to turn at Woodland and
Island Avenues.
Member David W. Safford reported some recent developments in Philadelphia. According to the
(Philadelphia) Inquirer, the west end of the Market
Street “L” reconstruction is now approximately two
years behind schedule because of a “bitter” dispute between SEPTA and the contractor. The Inquirer was
hazy on the specifics, but a followup in the Inquirer
stated that the contractor who is at loggerheads with
SEPTA is now threatening to abandon his portion of the
project entirely. (His portion, it develops, is the west end
between 63rd and 69th Streets). This unlikely (but apparently not wholly unprecedented) scenario is guaranteed
to tie up the project, possibly for years. As the merchants and residents are already screaming because
the street is thoroughly torn up, this smells like a ploy to
force SEPTA's hand. The issues were amplified as defective steel and deficient workmanship.
Lots of work is taking place on the R5 Line. High-level
platforms are being installed at the Chalfont station, part
of an effort to speed up loading at heavily used stations.
At Fort Washington, which is convenient to an exit on
the turnpike, parking will be expanded by 300 spaces.
In addition, a tunnel will be built under the tracks, because the parking is at grade on one side and there is a
flood of people crossing the tracks at rush hour. Fort
Washington will also get high-level platforms, and Dale
Interlocking at Lansdale will be reconfigured to enable
trains to make parallel, simultaneous train movements.
14

At Penllyn, in-house forces will install a double crossover, perform track work, do brush cutting, install fiber
optic communications, and replace catenary wire. Upon
completion of this work, train speeds will be increased
from 55 to 70 mph.
SEPTA issued new Regional Rail timetables effective
October 31. David sent a brochure published by an organization named Save Transit whose mission is “to call
upon the General Assembly in Harrisburg to enact legislation that creates a dedicated and predictable source of
funding for SEPTA and all transit organizations across
the State.” For details, you can log on to
www.savetransit.org.
Member Andre Kristopans sent roster information
regarding the SEPTA 400-series cars, which appears on
the next page.
Washington, D.C. area
Even after looking at the photos which were on the
Internet, it staggers the imagination how two Metrorail
cars that were involved in a collision could land one on
top of the other. Member Steve Erlitz reported that this
collision occurred at about 12:45 PM on November 3,
as a Shady Grove-bound Red Line train entered the
Woodley Park/Zoo station. While the Operator was
making a stop, an empty train running in reverse came
in, telescoping the last car of it over the first car of the
stopped train. There were 20 injured and service was
suspended. The next afternoon, the Glenmont-bound
track reopened for the evening rush with trains running
both ways from DuPont Circle to Van Ness and skipping
Woodley Park. As a result (Steve guesses, for the first
time), because of the very limited service through the
area, Red Line trains were 8 cars long and off-peak
fares were charged on the Red Line. Six-minute headways were operated from Shady Grove and 4½ from
Glenmont/Silver Spring with these trains alternating
short-turns. According to the ABC station in D.C., the
train hit was made up of the 1990-era cars (the 4000s,
most likely) and the train going backwards was made
up of 1970s equipment, most likely the original 10001200 series. I am sure that last car was totaled, if not
the first car on the train hit.
Virginia Railway Express issued new timetables on
November 1, and there were minor changes to several
trains.
In an effort to provide additional security to its passengers, VRE has developed a program known as CAST
(Commuter Awareness for Safe Travel). What this
means is that commuters are provided with special luggage tags that should placed on any bag (purses, backpacks, briefcases or other forms of luggage) that they
might carry on board trains, which have their name, address, and telephone number. Business cards are recommended. This way, train crews would know a bag
that was left unattended is not potentially dangerous. PA
announcements would also be made in an effort to re(Continued on page 15)
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437/438 ex 305/304 were initially 9028/9027
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SEPTA 400-SERIES CARS
Current Number

turn the item. This program supplements other safety
initiatives including the undercover officer program, random searches by bomb-sniffing dogs, security patrols,
and yard surveillance.
Chapel Hill, North Carolina
The Triangle Transit Authority, which serves the Raleigh-Durham area of North Carolina, presently provides
various types of bus/van/car pool services. On October
7, TTA’s board recommended that a contract for up to
32 DMUs be awarded to the joint venture of a Korean
and Japanese firm – Sojitz Corporation of America and
the Rotem Company. This same firm had been awarded
the contract to construct SEPTA’s Silverliner V cars, but
then that contract was voided due to irregularities in the
bidding process. Competitor DMU builder Colorado
Railcar Corporation would provide the propulsion system. Initially, 24 two-car units would be built, to operate
on a 28-mile system with 12 stations from Durham to
Research Triangle Park, Cary, and Raleigh by 2008.
South Florida
The FRA awarded a $4.9 million grant to Tri-Rail to
purchase another DMU, which would be added to the
one being tested now. Thanks to member Joe Gagne
for this report from the South Florida Sun-Sentinel.
Boxing promoter Don King has ended his plans to
convert a jai alai fronton into a sports arena and entertainment complex near Tri-Rail’s Mangonia Park station,
which were reported in the September, 2003 Bulletin.
Now, a Boca Raton builder is planning a $250 million
transit-oriented development on the 55-acre site where
40 per cent of the homes would sell in the $125,000 $225,000 range. The South Florida RTA is spending $5
million to upgrade the station and has an agreement to
purchase 3.1 acres to expand parking. Thanks to member Karl Groh for the report from the Palm Beach Post.
Chicago, Illinois
A fan trip was operated with a train of retired CTA
4000-series cars on September 26, to commemorate
the last week of overhead wire operation on the Skokie
Swift. Thanks to Karl Groh, who sent several photos
that clearly show the new third rail. The wire was officially taken down on November 14.
In the continuing saga of the Chicago Transit Authority’s financial problems, in order to comply with a law
that mandates a 60-day notification requirement, on
October 27, nearly 1,100 letters were mailed to employees notifying them that they would be laid off by the end
of the year if additional funding were not provided to the
CTA. According to the report that was sent by Bob Hansen, CTA President Frank J. Kruesi reported that onefifth of all rail and bus service would be eliminated.
Metra riders will be spared from any fare increases
next year, after the Board of Directors approved the pre-

Former Number
Single Cars

400

9019

401/406

270/275

407

294

408/410

9029/9031

411

299

412

301

413

280

414

284

415

293

416

295
Paired Cars

417/418

307/306

419/420

311/310

421/422

329/328

423/424

377/376

425/426

379/378

427/428

181/182

429/430

323/322

431/432

133/134

433/434

147/148

435/436

115/116

437/438

305/304

439/440

187/188

441/442

319/318

443/444

103/104

445/446

151/152

447/448

327/326

449/450

343/342

451/452

315/314

453/454

122/1222

455/456

355/354

457/458

321/320

459/460

391/390

Notes:
434/434, 437/438 were initially renumbered 411/416
413 ex 280 was initially 9018
414 ex 284 was initially 9021
415 ex 293 was initially 9022
416 ex 295 was initially 9024
411 ex 299 was initially 9025

(Continued on page 16)
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liminary budget for 2005. The last time fares went up
was in 2002, and prior to that, it had been six years
since the last increase.
Little Rock, Arkansas
Almost 57 years after service was abandoned in Little
Rock (the actual date was December 26, 1947), trolleys
returned to the streets of Little Rock on November 1.
Three cars built by Gomaco are being used, and the full
fare is 50 cents. Seniors pay 25 cents and an all-day
pass will set you back $2. Service begins at 11 AM each
day and runs until 10 PM Monday-Wednesday, midnight
Thursday-Saturday, and 5 PM Sunday. Appropriate
ceremonies were held during the first week. Extensions
are planned.
Minneapolis, Minnesota
For almost three months the Hiawatha Line operated
without a fatal accident. However, that record ended on
September 25 when an 87-year old driver drove around
the crossing gates and crashed into an LRV. According
to the email from Bob Hansen, the train, which was
traveling about 40 mph, bent the vehicle around a line
pole. The automobile driver was said to have had glaucoma and hearing problems. None of the 40 passengers were injured, and buses took them to their destinations while the rail line was inspected and cleared. The
train was not damaged, nor did it appear to have derailed. It took about 3 hours to complete the investigation at the scene. Police do not think that the driver was
trying to beat the train, but that he may have been distracted turning onto 42nd Street from Hiawatha Avenue
just east of the rail crossing.
Minnesota’s Governor, Tom Pawlenty, has reversed
his stance and is now supporting the Northstar commuter rail project. By doing so, he ruffled a few feathers
in the State Legislature by transferring $22.5 million in
funding from three projects so that there would be sufficient money by September 30, thus ensuring that the
federal appropriation would not be forfeited because
there would not have been time to convene a special
session of the Legislature. Railway Age indicated its
belief that the Governor may have become a Northstar
supporter based on the success of the Hiawatha Line.
In its current form Northstar was reduced to half of its
planned 82-mile routing. The $22.5 million will be used
for engineering and design, and to purchase some
right-of-way. This should keep the project alive until the
2005 legislative session.
Dallas, Texas
The McKinney Avenue Transit Authority placed PCC
143, its newest car, into service in early November. 143
(ex-DC Transit 1540 – St. Louis Car Company, 1944) is
the one that was acquired from the Tandy Corporation
in Fort Worth after the Tandy Subway closed August 30,
2002. Because McKinney Avenue has street loading (no
16

platforms), the car was reconfigured to how it was used
originally.
Denver, Colorado
Harold Geissenheimer forwarded an article from the
Denver Post reporting that the first of 34 new LRVs
were to be shipped from the assembly plant in Sacramento, California during early November. Each car
costs $2.5 million. The delivery schedule has been set
at a rate of one every two weeks, and the cars will run
on the Southeast Corridor Light Rail Line, now under
construction along Interstate 25 as part of the Transportation Expansion, or T-REX, project.
Phoenix, Arizona
The first construction contract has been awarded by
Valley Metro Rail for its Central Phoenix/East Valley
LRT.
Albuquerque, New Mexico
Bombardier Transportation received a $22 million contract in October to build ten bi-level cars (six cabs and
four trailers) for the Mid-Region Council of Governments
and the New Mexico DOT. The cars will be used for a
new commuter service in Albuquerque, between Belen
and Bernalillo. Thanks to member Bob Kingman for the
news.
San Francisco, California
Muni is considering an extension of the F/Market Line
from the Fisherman’s Wharf area to Lower Fort Mason
and the Presidio. If approved, the project would be completed in two phases, the first to Fort Mason. Muni is
also planning to extend heritage trolley service south to
4th and King Streets and inaugurate a new E Line that
would operate from there to the wharf or beyond, providing a streetcar link between the city’s northern and
central waterfronts.
Los Angeles, California
Since September 20, Metrolink has been leasing 12
bi-level cars from Seattle’s Sound Transit, an agency
that presently has a surplus of equipment. This action
was taken in an effort to alleviate the congestion that
has occurred on a number of trains. The lease is for up
to three years. According to Metrolink’s press release,
preparing the cars for service in Los Angeles took ten
months. Although these cars were also built by Bombardier, their distinctive blue and green wave design differs
from Metrolink’s scheme. In the past year, Metrolink has
had several days where its boarding counts exceeded
40,000. Western Transit reported several of the car
numbers as 104, 106, 107, and 108, as well as F59-PHI
901. Virginia Railway Express is also leasing cars from
Sound Transit.
The Southern California Rail Authority will not consider Amtrak as a contender to operate Metrolink commuter trains under a new contract. Railway Age also
reported that Amtrak, which has provided crew and related services to Metrolink for 12 years, could not accept “loosely written liability language” that would have
(Continued on page 17)
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CAR ASSIGNMENTS AND DEVIATIONS THEREFROM
by Bill Zucker
We observed a train of R-68As on B on October 27
and November 18, 2004 and a train of R-68s on W on
October 28, 2004.
Weekday observations of Coney Island-assigned R-68
or R-68A cars in D service are rare. However, we spotted a train of Coney Island-assigned cars on D on several weekdays during the month of September.
R-44 5282 has been scrapped, and its mates 5283
and 5285 are permanently out of service. The fourth car
of the set, 5284, is being used in place of 5270, which,
in turn, replaced 5248, which has a serious problem.
5268 was to have been replaced by 5402, but this was
canceled when 5268 was found to be in slightly better
shape than 5402.
Effective November 14, 2004, fourteen R-32s were

transferred from Jamaica to Coney Island, and four R32s were transferred from Pitkin to Jamaica. Strangely,
it appears that the four cars are from the ten overhauled
by General Electric, because 3880/3881 were observed
leading an F train on November 17 (3936/3937 are
believed to be the other pair). The General Electricoverhauled R-32s are functionally closer to R-38s than
to the Morrison-Knudsen-overhauled R-32s.
The following R-33s are in 207th Street Yard, all
stripped and presumably awaiting disposal: 8816/8817,
8820/8821, 8862/8863, 8876/8877, 8878/8879,
8914/8915, 8936/8937, 8964/8965, 9020/9021,
9032/9033, 9038/9039, 9066/9067, 9070/9071, and
9138/9139. Also there, but presumably not stripped, are
R-12 5782, R-14 5871, and R-22 7496.

BMT-IND CAR ASSIGNMENT

The following are different from the assignment that appeared in the March, 2004 Bulletin:
LINE
B
C

AM RUSH

PM RUSH

170 R-40, 80 R-40M 150 R-40, 80 R-40M
88 R-32, 56 R-38

88 R-32, 48 R-38

LINE

AM RUSH

PM RUSH

Q

10 R-32, 136 R-68A

10 R-32, 136 R-68A

W

70 R-40, 10 R-40M,
10 R-42

80 R-40, 10 R-40M,
10 R-42

IRT CAR ASSIGNMENT

The following are different from the assignment that appeared in the March, 2004 Bulletin:
LINE

AM RUSH

PM RUSH

4

40 R-62, 250 R-142, 60 R-142A*

40 R-62, 250 R-142, 60 R-142A*

*Includes 20 R-142S cars, which are identical to R-142A cars.
Commuter and Transit Notes
(Continued from page 16)

put its core business and its insurance at risk. Transit
America LLC and Connex LLC remain as qualified bidders for the new contract.
Tel Aviv, Israel
On October 10, direct rail service from Nahariya to
Ben Gurion Airport and Tel Aviv began. 64 trains have
been scheduled each day, except for Saturday (the
Sabbath), beginning at 3:29 AM and ending at 10:48
PM. One way fares are NIS 10 (one US dollar = 4.39
New Israeli Shekels), round-trips are 18 NIS, and there
are discounts for seniors (50%), youths, and students.
Soldiers ride free. These fares compare favorably with
the cost of a Dan Airport bus, which is NIS 24.80. Seats
17

can also be reserved for NIS 3. Israel Railways expects
100,000 passengers to use the line each month. A
photo in the article showed a trainset that was similar to
the Flexliner IC3 DMUs that Amtrak tested a few years
ago. Thanks to member David Klepper for sending this
article from The Jerusalem Post.
From the History Files
40 Years Ago: On December 14, 1964, the MBTA
signed a contract with the Boston & Maine Railroad to
subsidize B&M commuter services in the district.
25 Years Ago: On December 22, 1979, MARTA’s subway, which opened on June 30, 1979, opened its first
extension when it started serving its West Line between
Five Points and Hightower.
News items and comments concerning this column may be
emailed to NYDnewseditor@aol.com.
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Around New York’s Transit System
Proposed NYC Transit Fare Adjustment
Like most other transit systems, NYC Transit depends
on subsidies that are usually inadequate. At the present
time, our transit system is faced with a deficit because
subsidies have been reduced. To balance the budget,
the $2 base fare will not be increased, but fare adjustments are proposed. The price of weekly and monthly
MetroCards and express bus fares will be increased.
NYC Transit expects to close 164 station booths, probably in stations with more than one booth.
When we read the fine print on the notice posted in
the subway stations, we found one item that most riders
probably overlooked. Fares would be collected from
passengers entering and leaving Staten Island Rail-

way’s Tompkinsville station. At the present time, fares
are collected from passengers entering and leaving St.
George, but are not collected on the train or at the other
stations. To avoid payment of fare, many riders apparently walk approximately ⅔ mile to the ferry. Returning
home, they probably board the train at Tompkinsville. By
collecting fares there, Staten Island Railway should gain
additional revenue. If there are any passengers riding
between St. George and Tompkinsville, where will they
pay their fare?
Public hearings were held in early-to-mid-November,
2004 (see Commuter & Transit Notes for details). The
MTA Board will vote on the proposals, which, if approved, will take effect in March, 2005.

Brooklyn Bridge Trolley Rerouted to “L” Tracks 60
Years Ago
(Continued from page 3)

Looking east toward Sands Street, May 31, 1940.

PCC 1091 comes off the bridge.

The Brooklyn end of the bridge.

PCC 1070.
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MYRTLE AVENUE “L” STRUCTURE
IS 90 YEARS OLD
Trains started running on the new elevated
structure between Wyckoff Avenue and Fresh
Pond Road and the new ramp east of there
90 years ago, February 22, 1915.
This line has an interesting history. On July
20, 1889, trains started operating from
Broadway to Wyckoff Avenue on a two-track
structure with island platforms at Broadway,
Evergreen Avenue, Central Avenue, Knickerbocker Avenue, and Wyckoff Avenue. A contract delivered on July 22, 1914 provided for
the rebuilding of the above stations. Side
platforms were built at Central Avenue and
Knickerbocker Avenue, an express station
with two island platforms was constructed at
Wyckoff Avenue, and the Evergreen Avenue
station was closed on May 3, 1917.
The contract for the connection from the
Broadway “L” to the Myrtle Avenue “L” was
delivered on July 18, 1913 and work was
completed by June, 1914. Trains started operating on June 29, 1914.
The contract for Myrtle Avenue Additional
Tracks was delivered on October 1, 1915 and
the work was 99% complete on August 1,
1919. A middle track was installed from east
of Broadway to the west end of the Seneca
Avenue station. The middle track was tested
on January 9, 1919. We have no record of
passenger trains operating on this middle
track. When we first rode the Myrtle Avenue
“L” in 1937, the middle was partially dismantled. The turnouts leading to the middle east
of Broadway were removed in 1949 and this
track was subsequently removed.
On September 3, 1881, Lutheran Line dummies started operating via the present-day
1

private right-of-way on the surface from Wyckoff Avenue to Metropolitan Avenue. Electric
operation began in August, 1895, probably
with trolley cars. A year later, August 20,
1896, Flushing-Ridgewood trolley cars were
also operated on this right-of-way.
On October 1, 1906, the ramp at Wyckoff
Avenue connecting the elevated tracks with
the trolley tracks was placed in service. Myrtle Avenue “L” service was extended to Metropolitan Avenue on the existing right-of-way.
All elevated trains were equipped with trolley
poles, which made contact with the trolley
wire when the trains ran on the surface.
Flushing-Ridgewood trolley service was cut
back to the Fresh Pond Road station.
The contract for building the elevated structure from Wyckoff Avenue to Fresh Pond
Road was delivered on August 28, 1913 and
work was completed by October, 1914. The
contract for rebuilding the line east of Fresh
Pond Road was delivered on July 22, 1914
and work was completed by January, 1915. A
month later, February 22, 1915, trains started
running on the new elevated structure. Flushing-Ridgewood trolley service was extended
on the private right-of-way to Wyckoff Avenue
on October 19, 1919.
The Myrtle Avenue M line is a lightly traveled line. In 2003, the busiest station, Fresh
Pond Road, ranked 299th while the least
busy, Central Avenue, was 399th. There are
468 stations on the transit system, but only
424 are listed because transfer stations are
grouped together.
(Continued on page 5)
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TUCKAHOE-MOUNT VERNON LINE
by Bernard Linder
Owners:

STREET CARS
August, 1893
November 29, 1901
February 10, 1904
May 1, 1912
July 13, 1912

North Mount Vernon Railway Company
Interurban Street Railway Company
New York City Railway Company
New York, Westchester & Connecticut Traction Company
Third Avenue Railway Company

January 14, 1932
November 11, 1936

New York, Westchester & Connecticut Traction Company
Westchester Street Transportation Company operated under lease from New York, Westchester & Connecticut
Westchester Street Transportation Company
Fifth Avenue Coach Lines, Incorporated
Bus Associates, Incorporated, whose principal stockholders were Arthur and George Bernacchia and Raymond Murphy. In 1973, Liberty Coaches’ principals had equal ownership
in two New York City operations — Pelham Parkway and Pioneer Bus (whose name was
subsequently changed to Command Bus) — and had a 25% interest in the operation of
Westchester Street and West Fordham through a holding company, Bus Associates
Liberty Coaches, Club Transportation, and Westchester Street were merged to form Liberty Lines Transit, Incorporated

BUSES

December 9, 1942
December 17, 1956
December 12, 1969

About mid-1982
Route:

STREET CARS

First week of August,
1893

October, 1893
December, 1893
Just before January
23, 1897
February 2, 1897
January 6, 1900

One battery car started operating from the New Haven station at Depot Place via North 3rd
Avenue, Oakley Avenue, Gramatan Avenue, East Lincoln Avenue, and North Columbus
Avenue to Locust Lane (formerly Bronxville Road, two blocks south of the Mount VernonBronxville line). There were only five trips to the end of the line while the others were
turned at Primrose Avenue (one block north of East Lincoln Avenue). The car house and
power house were located on Third Avenue near Depot Place
Second battery car in service
Horses replaced battery cars
Cars ceased operating. The company owned two cars and eight horses

The city removed portions of the tracks and annulled the franchise
The mayor and other dignitaries rode the first electric car, making a round trip between the
New Haven station and the New York Infant Asylum
January 8, 1900
One car started operating on a half-hour headway from North 3rd and Prospect Avenues to
North Columbus Avenue and Burke’s Corners
October 19, 1900
Extended on White Plains Road through Bronxville to the Tuckahoe line. The company
added a second car
August 8, 1903
Westchester Street Railroad Company started operating through service from White
Plains to New Haven station, Mount Vernon. Westchester Street’s lease with Westchester
Electric was called “one-sided” because the latter received three cents for every Westchester Street passenger carried on its tracks plus $400 per annum per mile of single
track for power consumed by the cars. Bullinger’s Monitor Guide lists joint operation of
Westchester Street and New York, Westchester & Connecticut cars in Bronxville and
Mount Vernon
1904*
Extended to Waverly Square, Tuckahoe
1918*
Extended to Upper Tuckahoe, probably Scarsdale line
Probably 1920
Westchester Street discontinued through service between Mount Vernon and White Plains
January 14, 1932
Buses replaced street cars
Jack May furnished information regarding most route changes.
*Approximate date from Bullinger’s Monitor Guide
(Continued on page 3)
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granted temporary consent to operate buses on Central
Boulevard instead of North Columbus Avenue. Work
was scheduled to start within two days to fill in North
Columbus Avenue because of construction of Cross
County Parkway.

Tuckahoe-Mount Vernon Line
(Continued from page 2)

BUS CONVERSION DELAYED
Bus conversion was delayed a year when Bronxville
refused permission because of a controversy with Eastchester. On January 13, 1932, the City of Mount Vernon

BUSES
January 14, 1932
March 6, 1932
About 1973
June 28, 1976

Buses started operating from Mount Vernon to the Eastchester-Scarsdale line
Buses were through-routed with White Plains-Scarsdale buses and operated as Route F
from White Plains station, Harlem Line, to Mount Vernon station, New Haven Line
Renumbered to Route 40
Extended to Westchester County Medical Center at Valhalla

July 23, 1979
September 2, 1980
September 8, 1982
Early 1985

Route 41 buses started operating from Valhalla to Mount Vernon station
Extended to E. 241st Street-White Plains Road, Bronx
Started operating Route 43, The Chief Gramatan, from Rye Brook to Mount Vernon station
Discontinued Route 43

RUSH HOUR EXPRESS SERVICE

by the police. Then the Village Trustees obtained an
injunction. NYWCT received a franchise five years previously, but it was declared forfeited because it did not
build by January 1, 1897. The new franchise issued to
Union Railway did not include Bronxville.
NYWCT employees stared laying tracks again on October 14. There was another fight after 200 yards of
track was installed. A compromise was reached and the
company was allowed to lay tracks on the west side of
White Plains Road. Meanwhile, Union Railway employees laid tracks in Tuckahoe as far south as the Bronxville line.
On October 19, the Supreme Court in Poughkeepsie
issued an injunction ordering NYWCT to stop laying
tracks in Bronxville. The injunction was dissolved on
November 1 and the court ruled that NYWCT was allowed to lay track in Tuckahoe. The next day NYWCT
men removed 1,100 feet of track that Union Railway
had installed in Tuckahoe in accordance with the franchise it acquired when it bought the North Mount
Vernon Railway Company. On November 7, two injunctions were issued against NYWCT — one in Scarsdale
against removing Union Railway’s tracks and the other
in Eastchester to prevent NYWCT from building the
road. Deputies guarded Union Railway’s tracks in
Scarsdale to prevent NYWCT men from tearing them
up. The 60 NYWCT workers sleeping in a barn nearby
did not attempt to challenge the deputies. Tracks laid by
NYWCT in Bronxville on October 29 were covered with
earth by the residents so they could drive over the road.
On November 30, another injunction was issued against
NYWCT laying tracks on Old White Plains Road or any
other streets in Eastchester.
We do not know how this dispute was settled, but we
know that the line was eventually extended through
Bronxville, Tuckahoe, and Eastchester.

FOOT BRAKE COMBINED WITH DEAD MAN
CONTROL
The company had difficulty making a profit when
prices rose during World War I. It was able to economize by converting cars for one-man operation on
lightly traveled lines. To insure safe operation, dead
man controls were installed. J.S. McWhirter, Superintendent of Equipment, invented and patented an unusual foot pedal brake which also included dead man
controls. Operation was different from the modern
brake. The Motorman released the brakes by pressing
down on the pedal and set the brakes by allowing the
pedal to rise. If the Motorman became incapacitated
and was unable to apply pressure to the pedal, the
brakes would set. This brake was tested on car 121
operating on the Chester Hill Line. One car that was
equipped with the new foot brake was used to train
crews in April, 1918. (Both lines — the Tuckahoe Line
and the Pelham Line — were apparently called the
Chester Hill Line.) In 1918, fifty single-truck cars were
equipped with this brake. Nearly all of Third Avenue
Railway’s cars, including cars built by the company in
the 1930s, were equipped with this brake.

ONE-MAN CARS
Effective June 1, 1918, cars were operated by one
man.

CONSTRUCTION HISTORY
We do not have a complete record, but were able to
record the following details from newspaper articles:
There was a great deal of litigation because New
York, Westchester & Connecticut and Union Railway, a
Third Avenue Railway subsidiary, were competing for a
franchise.
On October 7, 1899, NYWCT workers tried to extend
the Chester Hill Line through Bronxville. They were ordered to stop, but they refused and were chased away

(Continued on page 4)
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Tuckahoe-Mount Vernon Line
(Continued from page 3)
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Myrtle Avenue “L” Structure is 90 Years Old
(Continued from page 1)

A typical Myrtle Avenue “L” station change booth. The Agent
collected a nickel and released a turnstile.
Bernard Linder collection

A steam dummy operated by the Bushwick Railroad, predecessor to
Brooklyn City Railroad Company. Photo taken March 30, 1888. Dummies, which looked like trolley cars, were used to avoid scaring
horses when running via the street, but we are told that this did not
work.
Bernard Linder collection

The private right-of-way at Fresh Pond Road, looking west.
Bernard Linder collection

The Metropolitan Avenue station, circa 1910.
Bernard Linder collection

(Continued on page 6)
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A RIDE ON THE RiverLINE
by Bob Wright (ERA #5489)
Photographs by the author
(Continued from January, 2005 issue)
cern about the fast LRVs.
At several locations, patrons must cross the LINE at
grade to access or leave platforms. In general, surprisingly (given the amount of public concern about safety),
these on-foot crossings are not protected by warning
devices. The LRVs can give audible warnings, both
horn and bell, to alert pedestrians if necessary in these
situations.
In railroad territory, the LRVs operate by the usual railroad rules using railroad block signal protection. For the
most part, railroad operations shut down during the
LINE’s operating hours, so there is little potential for
conflict.

Last month, we took a ride on NJ Transit’s new RiverLINE diesel light rail service between Camden and
Trenton. In this article, several aspects of the service
will be explored.

OPERATIONS

The LINE runs in public streets in downtown Camden,
and this represents the only entirely new portion of the
route. The remainder of it, except for a short stretch at
the Clinton Avenue station in Trenton, is existing railroad right-of-way.
In the street-running portion in Camden, the LINE’s
tracks are set in concrete paving where it occupies segments of Delaware Avenue, Cooper Street, and 4th
Street. In these streets, the
STATIONS
tracks are in traffic lanes and
The stations are primarily funchave no exclusive space of their
tional, with fairly simple archiown (on 4th Street, the tracks
tecture. Because of the route’s
history as the first railroad in
occupy the entire roadway
New Jersey (the Camden &
width). Even in those areas in
Amboy began service along this
which the right-of-way is separoute in 1834), considerable
rate, such as the corridor near
effort was placed on preservathe Entertainment Center, the
tion. There are lots of replica
diagonal from 4th Street to the
cupolas on the shelter strucWalter Rand Transportation
tures, with seashore bird artCenter and the segment alongwork atop them serving as imside M.L. King Boulevard
A car loads at the Trenton-bound platform of the Enter(Mickle Street), the tracks are
tainment Center stop. promptu weather vanes.
Since there was not much reset in concrete. East of the Haddon Avenue crossing, the tracks become standard rail- maining from past railroad operations that could be incorporated into the LINE, except bridges and similar
road open-ballast construction.
The LINE’s cars have tail/brake lights and turn signals, infrastructure, other aspects were considered for preservation and replication. One is the unique railing used
which are useful when the cars operate in mixed traffic.
Traffic signals along the LINE operate in preferential at stations and walkways that mimics a Pennsylvania
mode, giving priority to the LRVs. In railroad right-of- Railroad design. Some of the light posts and arms also
way areas these are tied to the crossing protection de- recreate those used in the past, but with modern funcvices (flashing lights and gates in some cases) and they tionality. As is typical on NJT, much of the station
pre-empt crossing and turning traffic. These become “furniture” is painted black.
The LINE features a good deal of artwork, mainly procritical especially in the stretches where the LINE
closely parallels River Road, St. Mihiel Drive, Broad duced by local artists. Each station has several tiles
Street, and other highways. This was often the subject which represent New Jersey themes, such as farms,
of public controversy prior to the LINE’s opening, and it river, boats, fish, gardens, and insects. The platforms
has continued to date, with concerns about speeding are simple and raised to the car door floor height. As
LRVs, pedestrian and driver safety, the interface at can be expected, all platforms are fully ADA-accessible
and lighting is generously provided.
crossings, and similar issues.
Many stations have park-and-ride facilities. Several,
There are 50 public and 5 private grade crossings
along the LINE. As of the end of 2004, there have been including 36th Street (375 spaces), Pennsauken (457),
(Continued on page 7)
no grade crossing accidents, despite the public’s con-
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able seating. This comes in handy, as a ride from end to
end on the 34-mile LINE takes 70 minutes. Flip-down
(Continued from page 6)
seating is provided in the wells to either side of the door
Burlington South (415), and Florence (625), are quite areas for use as needed. While this is a good idea in
large. Other lots with 200-300 spaces each are located concept, the occupied seats tend to hinder loading/
at Cinnaminson, Riverside, Beverly/Edgewater Park, unloading, especially when the car is crowded.
Roebling, and Bordentown. Several other stations have
The cars have space for bikes to stand upright, with
smaller parking areas. The park-and-ride lots have gen- front wheel restraint. This feature is well-used. It was
erally not yet been used to their full potential despite the observed that this feature is so popular that bike riders
lack of a parking charge.
at intermediate stations were often unable to be accommodated on certain days this past summer, since the
SERVICE
From opening day in March, 2004, the base headway bike restraints were all in use.
The cars are quiet and smooth-running. The doors
has been 30 minutes 7 days a week. The LINE operates 6 AM-9 PM Monday through Friday and Sunday, that enclose the center section do a good job in the reand 6 AM-midnight Saturday. Shuttles operate on the duction of the diesel noise, and the difference is very
Camden portion of the line (Entertainment Center-36th noticeable when the doors are opened during operation.
The car doors are equipped with buttons that patrons
Street) after 9 PM on weekdays and Sundays. Two
early northbound runs, which started at Bordentown in can press to open a particular door once the car has
the original schedule, have been extended to start from stopped. These buttons were not used for the first six
months of operation, and all
Florence as of the September
platform-side doors were
7, 2004 schedule. Presumably
opened at each stop. Effective
these deadhead from Trenton.
September 29, 2004, this has
As of the schedule effective
changed, and now passengers
June 21, 2004, 15-minute headmust activate the buttons to
ways are provided in the peaks
open doors. Whether this was
(6-9 AM and 4-8 PM). Before
started as a precursor to winter
then, several extras were typitemperatures is not known.
cally operated, particularly in
Announcements are made frethe evening peak, on runs obquently, both visually and verserved to be crowded. With the
bally. A message board at each
shorter headways, operation
end of the car provides verbal
has reverted to strictly singlecar service. Through experi- A Camden-bound car approaches the Walter Rand Trans- notice of approaching stations
ence, it was found that certain
portation Center stop. as well as reminders to hold on
if you are standing. The verbal
runs had to be carded for 2-car
trains when 30-minute headways were in effect. When announcements are pre-recorded and use the voice of
this was done, cars were usually picked up or dropped Michaela Majoun, a local radio personality.
at the Entertainment Center, with cars deadheading
FARE
between there and the 36th Street base.
A flat rate of $1.10 has been in effect for an
With the current track and sidings configuration, the “introductory” period, to entice riders. No information
15-minute headways are about as good as can be ex- has been forthcoming on how long this ”introductory”
pected. There is also a fleet constraint to the service. offer will be made. The proof-of-payment system is
With the 15-minute headway, a minimum of 12 cars (of used for fare collection. Tickets must be purchased and
the current fleet of 20) is needed on the LINE.
validated at stations prior to boarding. Currently, police
are used as fare inspectors.
CARS
Several options are available for NJT bus transfers,
The diesel LRVs, built by Adtranz/Bombardier, have a
roughly 70% low-floor arrangement, with the high floor add-on/step-up fares with bus and rail passes, and
at the extreme ends. The cars are double-articulated, other deals. There is no joint fare with PATCO, however.
with the short center section, which houses the diesel PATCO had permitted a free transfer only for riders goengine. It has no seats and consists merely of an aisle ing to Philadelphia for the first 2-3 weeks of service, but
with glass doors at each end of the section. Passengers that has not continued.
In this author’s personal experience with the joint NJT
can pass through the section while the car is in operabus ticket, it is advertised for riders transferring to Philation.
(Continued on page 8)
Passenger accommodations are decent, with comfortA Ride on the RiverLINE
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to Lindenwold, PATCO from Lindenwold to Walter Rand
Transportation Center, and the LINE from there.

A Ride on the RiverLINE
(Continued from page 7)

EFFECTS SO FAR?

delphia-bound buses in Camden, but it is not clear
whether riders can use this from New Jersey-bound
buses coming out of Philadelphia to transfer to the
LINE. This author did it once, but was advised it is not
available in the New Jersey-bound direction a few other
times. The fare is vaguely advertised for the “to Philadelphia” option, although it is not clear whether a rider
starting his/her trip in New Jersey could buy two such
tickets at a machine and use the second for the fromPhiladelphia trip.
The LINE’s monthly pass appears to be popular, especially as commuter use has increased.

It may be too soon to tell the actual effects of the LINE
as a transit service. Ridership is growing slowly, with
about 6,000 one-way riders on weekdays, 4,600 on Saturdays, and 3,600 on Sundays. The one-millionth rider
was registered on October 15, 2004, after just over 7
months of operation.
The LINE was touted early on as an economic generator. The US 130 corridor, which the LINE serves, is
an economically depressed one, with several empty
big-box stores, closed strip malls, and older “inner-ring”
suburban towns that are being left behind as people
move to new developments. Camden is one of the
EXPANSION
country’s most distressed cities and many jobs have
There are no immediate plans for the LINE’s expan- left. The LINE was seen as a way to jump-start some
sion, although a continuation of track from the current opportunities, but the current economic times have not
terminal in Trenton to the State Capitol Complex has been the best for this. Also, for the most part in the
been at least discussed. This
Camden-Burlington stretch, the
would follow the line of Clinton
LINE is over a mile from US
Avenue for roughly a half-mile
130, thus bus transfers are
or so if it were built. There is no
needed to travel between the
funding for it. (Keep in mind that
LINE and US 130-area jobsites.
all funding for the LINE to date
Burlington County has started
came from New Jersey – no
several connecting services
federal dollars were sought.)
(BurLINK) specifically for this
Any service frequency expanpurpose, using minibuses supsion may be difficult with the
plied by NJT.
current track layout. As menTraditionally, the corridor has
tioned, 15-minute headways are
had strong bus service. The
the best that can be offered at
successors of Public Service’s
this point because of the single 3519 has finished unloading at the Entertainment Center busy routes in this area, NJT’s
stop after a trip from Trenton. It will enter the tail
track and siding limitations. The
trackage, reverse, and cross over to the Trenton-bound Route 409 (formerly PS’s Route
LINE did build a 5-mile
track for another trip to the state capital. 9A) on US 130 and Route 419
“runaround” track north of Bur(PS’s Route 9) on parallel River
lington to separate freight trains serving on-line custom- Road, have been slightly adjusted to not compete diers and allow no disruption of the LINE during operating rectly with the LINE. The 419 has had its northern termihours, but this was an exception, not the rule.
nus cut back from Trenton to Burlington to avoid dupliA possible connection to NJT’s Atlantic City Line has cation of service with the LINE. The bus routes charge
been discussed. The lines intersect in Delair, where the normal NJT zone fares, which makes the LINE cheaper,
Atlantic City Line passes over the LINE. A joint station at least for now.
has been proposed, but this would likely require addiRidership appears to be the strongest at the extreme
tional LINE trackage in this now single-track segment to ends – those commuting to Camden or Trenton from
avoid service disruptions (and there is little available nearby bedroom towns. Camden has a small employspace for either a station or a second track). A joint sta- ment magnet in its central city, with some projected
tion would be difficult since it would require two levels – growth in the central riverfront area that is directly
the LINE at grade, Atlantic City trains on overhead served by the LINE. In Trenton, it is harder and more
structure – and connections between the two would costly to park, so the remote park-and-ride lots on the
have to be fully accessible.
LINE have become attractive. The joint-fare combinaSince the Atlantic City Line is also single-track in this tions for NJT’s Northeast Corridor trains present new
area, it would also create a bottleneck on the busy De- opportunities for those who travel to and from northern
lair railroad bridge. The present suggested passenger parts of the state.
connection is indirect, via PATCO, and makes a rider
Camden attractions have helped to grab weekend
(Continued on page 19)
transfer twice – the Atlantic City Line from Atlantic City
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TECH TALK
by Jeffrey Erlitz
Over on the Concourse Line, the express Track C3/4
from south of Tremont Avenue to north of 145th Street
was returned to service on October 5, 2004. Also on
that day, it was removed from service from north of Tremont Avenue to north of Kingsbridge Road. Finally, on
December 6 the express track was completely returned
to service in time for the resumption of rush hour Concourse D express service later that day.
The next historic IRT interlocking on the Broadway
Line is 137th Street. A long time ago, there were two
interlockings each at Cathedral Parkway and 116th
Street and one interlocking at Manhattan Street (now
125th Street), but these were eliminated possibly as
early as the 1930s and I do not yet have any data for
them. Like at 100th Street last month, 137th Street has
the typical IRT single-headed home signals as well as
two triple-headed signals that are also unique to the
IRT. The last triple-headed home signals in existence
are still in service today north of E. 180th Street. When
this interlocking was replaced under contract S-104 in
1966, it was consolidated with the interlocking at 145th
Street and an auxiliary control panel was installed. See
the drawing on the following page.
In my continuing series of track diagrams of subway
lines not built, this month we finally get to the Queens
Super Express Bypass, Route 131-B. This was to have
been the “missing link” between the 63rd Street and
Archer Avenue Lines. At the west end of this line I have
included the one section of the 63rd Street Line that was
never constructed, Section 8. This section was going to
go from the intersection of 41st Avenue and 29th Street
to a point just east of the proposed Northern Boulevard
station. As proposed, the Super Express Line would
have been built on an extension of the Long Island Rail
Road embankment on the north side of the right-of-way.
After rising to the surface somewhere in Sunnyside
Yard, it would have paralleled the railroad from Sunnyside Yard through Woodside, Elmhurst and Rego Park
to a point west of Yellowstone Boulevard in Forest Hills.
There, it would have gone back underground following
Yellowstone Boulevard the short distance to Queens
Boulevard. This route was going to have its own bi-level
station underneath the existing 71st-Continental Avenue
station, resulting in a three-level station with the Queens
Line on top. See the drawing on page 11.
Jeff may be contacted via e-mail at jbe456@optonlinenet.

By mid-January, Long Island Rail Road M-7s as high
as 7366 had been delivered and cars as high as 7358
were in service. In other LIRR news, the terminal at
West Hempstead became fully interlocked, controlled
from Valley Tower in Valley Stream, on December 31,
2004. The branch is still operated, however, under manual block signal rules. West Hempstead is the only electrified line with no signal protection and, of course, no
automatic speed control.
Many years ago, the Long Island Rail Road had automatic train stops, as the subway does, installed on the
Atlantic Branch from Flatbush Avenue to Jamaica, in the
East River Tunnels, and at all drawbridges in electrified
territory. The last train stops were removed from service
on January 31, 1970 between East New York and Jamaica and on April 4, 1970 between Flatbush Avenue
and East New York, when they were replaced with automatic speed control.
Work continues on the Automatic Train Supervision
contract (S-32333) on the IRT. The ATS circuits were
placed in service at Dyckman Street between July 20
and 24, 2004, not June 29-July 3 as originally stated.
Between July 26 and August 28 the ATS circuits were
placed in service at the 168th Street Relay Room on the
Broadway Line and the 110th Street, 141st Street, and
Lenox Avenue Yard Relay Rooms on the Lenox Avenue
Line. As was done earlier, all of the new code systems
were energized, but the operation of these controls from
the Rail Control Center is temporarily disabled. In addition, the ATS circuits were placed in service at Burnside
Avenue on the Jerome Avenue Line between October 4
and 30.
Train Operators are continuing their training in CBTC
operations midday weekdays on the Canarsie Line between Rockaway Parkway and Broadway Junction. The
test trains operate in between regular service.
The structural rehabilitation of the White Plains Road
Line continues under contract C-34574. On December
11 of last year, Track M was returned to service from
south of 219th Street to south of Nereid Avenue. On
January 10, 2005, northbound local Track 3 was returned to service from south of Bronx Park East to
south of 219th Street. Over the weekend of January 1517, the temporary platforms that were removed from
over Track 3 were installed over Track 2 at Nereid Avenue, 233rd Street, 225th Street, and 219th Street. Track 2
is scheduled to be out of service until July 15.

(Continued on page 12)
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Commuter and Transit Notes
MTA Metro-North Railroad (East)
Because Christmas Day occurred on a Saturday in
December, 2004, no special timetable was issued for
that weekend; however, for New Year’s weekend, they
were issued in the usual format. One side listed the
trains for Friday, December 31 (New Year’s Eve) and
New Year’s Day morning between 12 AM and 6:20 AM.
On the other side were Saturday and Sunday, January
1 and 2, 2005.
There was a complete re-issue of timetables on January 18. Gone from this edition are the references to the
Christmas/New Year’s holiday period, as well as Martin
Luther King Day. Only the Hudson and New Haven
Lines retain their October 31, 2004 issue date, while the
Harlem’s is December 5, 2004, but all three carry the
wording, “Revised January 18, 2005.” On the Harlem
Line, there were additional changes to address some of
the problems with the October 31, 2004 timetables that
were not satisfactorily addressed with the December 5
edition.
Fares went up January 1 by 5.5% on the Connecticutcontrolled portions of the New Haven Line. The least
expensive monthly ticket between Grand Central Terminal/Harlem-125th Street and Greenwich went from $225
to $237, while the most expensive ticket, Grand Central
Terminal/Harlem-125th Street to/from New Haven, went
from $370 to $394. July 1, 2003 was the last time that
fares in Connecticut were increased.
The 2005 edition of Manhattan Getaways was available during early January.
MTA Metro-North Railroad (West)
At the western end of Metro-North’s service territory in
Port Jervis, a new railroad company has come into existence. On December 31, 2004, the Central New York
Railroad Company leased the Southern Tier Line from
Norfolk Southern (successor to Conrail) between Port
Jervis (MP 89.9) and Binghamton (MP 213). The new
company will be responsible for maintenance and provide local freight service, while NS retains trackage
rights, as will the NYS&W. The NS is allowing the Central New York Railroad to remove line side signals
(dependent on Federal Railroad Administration approval) and the second main track, between MP 178
and 190.
Connecticut Department of Transportation
The placing into service of the former Virginia Railway
Express cars has not exactly gone according to plans. It
was intended that the deal would be for all 38 Mafersa
cars and several locomotives, but then VRE decided to
retain the locomotives and five of the cars, the cars arrived later than expected, and there were new rules on
state contracts, adding to the delay. As of late Decem12

by Randy Glucksman

ber, 2004, only 26 cars had been delivered. In spite of
the orders of Governor Jodi Rell that the cars be put
into service with their VRE markings, only six cars have
entered service. CDOT, however, still needed additional
locomotives to power these cars, and a contract for additional units was expected to be signed soon. The VRE
cars would be assigned to Shore Line East service, replacing the Bombardiers, which would be moved to the
New Haven Line, where similar cars already are being
used. Thanks to member Karl Stricker for the report
from The New York Times.
MTA Long Island Rail Road
In its December, 2004 edition of Keeping Track, the
Long Island Rail Road advised its passengers that
much work had been done on projects that would make
the railroad better for its riders. Work continued at Jamaica and Flatbush Avenue, with both projects expected to be completed in 2005 and 2006, respectively.
New M-7s continue to arrive, with 300 in service, and by
the end of this year there should be nearly 500. The
revised November 15 schedules (January Bulletin) provided 14 early afternoon trains on December 23 and 24
(Christmas Eve), and on December 30 and 31 (New
Year’s Eve), the nine standard extra holiday trains were
operated. There were also 17 additional westbound
New Year’s Eve and 6 post-New Year’s eastbound
trains.
NJ Transit
Because Christmas and New Year’s Days fell on
weekends last year/this year, NJ Transit altered its rail
service. On Thursday, December 23, 2004, the regular
schedule was operated, with 8 additional trains on the
Northeast Corridor, North Jersey Coast, Morris & Essex,
Main/Bergen, and Port Jervis Lines. Selected trains
were extended beyond their normal terminals on the
Raritan Valley and Port Jervis Lines. As usually happens, the two Getaway trains caused cancellation of
three later trains on the Pascack Valley Line. For Friday,
Christmas Eve, an “Enhanced Weekend Schedule” was
operated. What this meant is that there were 27 additional trains over what is usually operated. These extras
were on the Northeast Corridor, North Jersey Coast,
Port Jervis, and Raritan Valley Lines. The Montclair/
Boonton and Pascack Valley, lines which have no weekend service at all, operated a limited schedule as follows: Lake Hopatcong/Hoboken – 5:38, 6:38, and 7:38
AM; Montclair State University/NY Penn – 6:35, 7:35,
and 8:35 AM; and Spring Valley/Hoboken – 6:20, 7:20,
and 8:20 AM. Return service from NY Penn departed for
Montclair State University – 3:51, 4:51, and 5:51 PM;
Hoboken to Lake Hopatcong – 4, 5, and 6 PM; and Ho(Continued on page 13)
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to begin this spring, and the entire project should be
completed sometime in 2007.
(Continued from page 12)
Another future project that made the news during
boken to Spring Valley – 2:17, 4:17, 5:17, and 6:17 PM. January is “THE Tunnel”, or the Trans Hudson Express
Normal weekend schedules were in effect on December Tunnel, a project estimated at $5 billion for the tunnel
25 and 26.
alone. (Further details may be found under Metropolitan
New timetables were issued for the Northeast Corridor Area.) The ancillary projects, e.g. additional tracks to tie
and Morris & Essex Lines effective January 16. The in to the existing lines in order to provide a one-seat
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In the January, 2005 issue it was reported that eight PCCs were going to HBLRT for a proposed $2 billion, with
route to the Bayonne Military Ocean Terminal. The first car, 13 (above), arrived at HBLRT’s mainte- the other fund2004 dates.
facility on January 11. One week later, a second PCC, 4, arrived at Communipaw from the City
R e g u l a r nance
ing
coming
Subway. They are shooting for a one-a-week schedule, at least until things warm up. The cars are
w e e k d a y
being wrapped with a tarp and placed in the lower yard below the barn. from the fedBulletin staff photograph eral
schedules
governwere in effect
ment. At this
on January 17, Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
time, the environmental review process is underway,
Too many years after the project was first proposed, and is expected to be completed by the middle of next
the NJ Transit Board of Directors voted to go ahead year and the tunnel in 2014. To show how rail traffic has
with the Pascack Valley sidings project. When first pub- grown in just 10 years, NJ Transit reported that there
lished in the May, 2000 Bulletin, there were to be six; were 88 eastbound peak-hour trains. By 1999 there
however, due to opposition from nine towns along the were 124, and now that number is 186.
line, there will only be four. In the intervening years,
Under a new agreement between NJ Transit and the
these sidings have been renamed, and the remaining US Coast Guard, Portal Bridge, which spans the Hackthree are: Pond (south of Nanuet); Cole (Teterboro); ensack River between Newark and Secaucus Junction
and Sack (in Hasbrouck Heights). It remains to be seen on the Northeast Corridor, will no longer be subject to
how useful this project will be because without Golf Sid- frequent openings during peak hours. During a 90-day
ing in Oradell a train would have to wait south of Nanuet trial period that began December 13, 2004, the bridge
for a train that enters the single track at the siding south does not open from 6 to 10 AM or from 4 to 8 PM, exof North Hackensack, and there are nine stations be- cept in emergencies. Prior to December 13, Portal Draw
tween these two. Vale Siding in Montvale is the other was only restricted from opening between 7:20 and
siding that has been dropped. Long Siding will be built 9:20 AM and 4:30 and 6:50 PM.
as part of the Meadowlands Rail Link to the Xanadu
Norfolk-Southern has filed for discontinuance (not
(Continued on page 14)
Project. Once a contractor is selected, work is expected
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abandonment) of 10 miles of trackage in Essex and
Hudson Counties. They are the Newark Industrial Track
between MP 4.3 and 8.1, spanning the Meadowlands
up to the Passaic River Drawbridge (just short of Newark) and the ex-Boonton Line between MP 2.2 (West
End) and MP 8.4 (Forest Hill) in Newark proper. Both
lines join in the Meadowlands at MP 4.3, DB Junction.
NJ Transit retains the right of first refusal should NS
move to officially abandon the line, which it last used in
September, 2001, when the Montclair Connection
opened. Thanks to NJ-ARP for this report.
In the August 2003 Bulletin, I presented a timeline
listing some of the highlights of Metro-North’s first 20
years, so in recognition of NJ Transit’s 25th anniversary
(the actual date was July 17, 1979) in the table below, is
some of what has happened in this past quarter century.
1979 New Jersey’s Legislature passed the 1979 New Jersey Transportation Act
1980 Acquired Transport of New Jersey and several other bus carriers
1982 Electrification from South Amboy to Matawan
1983 Assumed full responsibility for operation of rail service from
Conrail
1984 Re-electrification of the Morris & Essex Lines (600 volts DC to
25,000 volts AC)
1987 Meadows Maintenance Complex opened
1988 Electrification extended from Matawan to Long Branch
1989 Service began operating between Lindenwold and Atlantic City
1991 Waterfront Connection opens
1993 Atlantic City service extended from Lindenwold to Philadelphia
1994 Boonton Line service extended to Hackettstown
1996 Midtown Direct service from Dover and Gladstone
1999 Hamilton Station (Northeast Corridor Line) opened
2000 Hudson-Bergen LRT initial segment opened
2001 PCC cars retired and replaced by Kinki-Sharyo LRVs
Newark International Airport Station (Northeast Corridor Line)
opens
2002 Montclair Connection opened
Union Station (Raritan Valley Line) opens
2003 Secaucus Junction (Transfer) opened
2004 River Line began operating between Trenton and Camden
Ramsey Route 17 (Main/Bergen Line) and Montclair State University (Montclair-Boonton Line) opened

There have also been large investments in rolling
stock with the purchase of 162 Comet IIs, 49 Comet
IIIs, 99 Comet IVs, and 200 Comet Vs. This has allowed
retirement of all of the post-WW II equipment. The
Comet Is, Comet IIs and Arrow IIIs have been overhauled. In the motive power department, 32 ALP-44s,
29 ALP-46s, plus dozens of diesel-electric locomotives
have been purchased. Still to come are 100 multi-level
passenger cars and 38 PL 42-AC diesel-electric locomotives. NJ Transit has also upgraded much of its infra14

structure, including stations, and there is significantly
more service now than there was in 1979. In fact, some
of the lines that had service at that time and lost it prior
to 1983 are now candidates for a restoration of service.
Please see the January, 2005 Bulletin for details.
Late-night service on the Newark City Subway was
increased by four trips on January 8. Under these
schedules, the last car arrives at Grove Street in Bloomfield at 12:10 AM, rather than at 10:01 PM. This turn of
events came about after the Federal Railroad Administration approved NJ Transit’s request to modify the
waiver which governs freight service on a 1,100-foot
section of the Orange Branch between Branch Brook
Park and Grove Street. In exchange for giving up these
two hours each night, Norfolk Southern will be permitted
to operate on the shared trackage during off-peak
hours. NJ Transit does not anticipate any major impacts
to service, and the transit agency gains some savings
as it no longer needs to store equipment overnight at
Penn Station.
Recently I had an opportunity to ride HBLRT’s extension to Lincoln Harbor. Leaving Hoboken, the line parallels NJ Transit’s Hoboken Division to approximately
East End and then curves north on its own right-of-way,
stopping at 2nd Street and 9th Street (in Hoboken) and
terminating at Lincoln Harbor in Weehawken, where
passengers are discharged. The car then proceeds out
of service to Port Imperial, where it turns back and returns. This process takes just a few minutes. I reboarded the same car and when we arrived back in Hoboken, I asked the operator about the relay move. He
informed me that the line and station are complete;
however, at the present time there is no safe way for
pedestrians to access the ferry terminal, and so passengers are not carried north of Lincoln Harbor. During my
visit, two cars were in use, and service ran on a 15minute headway. In the three-track section, we used the
center track on the northbound trip. One other item –
since my last visit to Hoboken (January, 2004), the
TVMs and ticket validators have been moved from the
wall next to the ferry terminal closer to the platform from
where the cars arrive and depart.
NJ-ARP reported that three new stations are being
considered for the RiverLINE. They would be located in
Camden’s Cramer Hill neighborhood, Cinnaminson, and
northern Burlington Township. And NJ Transit is even
looking at filling in a “hole” by constructing a transfer
station to connect with the Atlantic City Line and doubletracking the section north of the 36th Street Station. Double-tracking on the southern end would enable an extension of nighttime service.
Port Authority Trans-Hudson Corporation
One of my co-workers who is a regular PATH rider told
me that he has seen the new dual-mode QuickCard/
MetroCard turnstiles at several stations. At 9th Street, he
found that the polished chrome railings that had been
(Continued on page 15)
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previously installed next to the uptown track were replaced by a very unglamorous chain link fence.
Because my commute into Manhattan takes me via
Secaucus Junction, I do not have much occasion to ride
PATH. However, the day that I rode HBLRT’s northern
extension (please see the news item above, under NJ
Transit) I used PATH to reach Hoboken. On entering
33rd Street, I noticed that the Hoboken service was operating off of Track 2 (middle track) because the usual
track, Track 1, was occupied by a work train. It was the
first time that I saw the motive power, which was dieselpowered and carried the number PMC 50. The builder’s
plate showed that it was constructed by the Plasser
American Company in 2003 and has serial number
3188. UTV-2 appears under the PMC 50. This car is
also equipped with a crane, and was pushing one flat
car into which a work gang was loading bags of debris.
Metropolitan Area
The Rudin Center for Transportation and Policy Management, which is part of New York University, issued a
report that without a major expansion of commuter and
rail access to midtown and lower Manhattan, job growth
will stagnate. Two of the four projects that were cited as
having the potential to relieve overcrowding, the Second Avenue Subway and LIRR East Side Access, have
the support of the MTA. The other projects are new tunnels under the Hudson River and the East River. A plan
for a second tunnel under the Hudson River is a key
component of the Access to the Region’s Core (ARC), a
group that was originally composed of the MTA, NJ
Transit, and the Port Authority. Unfortunately, the MTA
has withdrawn its support for this project, and NJ Transit
has taken the lead. Engineering and environmental
studies are underway at this time. With regard to the
Lower Manhattan East River Tunnel, Governor Pataki
came out in support of this last year, but no funding has
been identified for this project. According to the report,
not since 1964, when the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge
was completed, has New York City added any new
“capacity.” Before you get out your checkbooks, just be
aware that the cost of the four projects has been estimated at $32.6 billion.
Of late, The New York Times has been relentless
with regard to the State and City of New York’s lack of
financial assistance to the MTA. In an Editorial which
appeared on December 25, 2004, the Times described
this as “Half a Loaf on Transportation.” The subway system, it said, has fallen victim in the past to a political law
of nature: elected officials love building new projects but
find it hard to get excited about routine maintenance.
They were, of course, alluding to remarks that MTA
Chair Peter Kalikow made a few days earlier, that he
would not build the new projects, the LIRR East Side
Access and Second Avenue Subway unless there was
15

also funding for keeping the existing system in a state of
good repair. “Mr. Kalikow is an appointee of Governor
Pataki, who has been systematically withdrawing support for mass transit, just as Mayor Rudolph Giuliani
and Michael Bloomberg cut back on city support.” When
the MTA offered a method of raising revenue, by increasing some state business, real estate and fuel
taxes, Governor Pataki vetoed that idea. In closing, the
Times supported Mr. Kalikow by writing that he has
taken the wisest course to keep the current system in
good repair.
Although it is not passenger rail, nonetheless it is
worth mentioning that the 8-mile Staten Island Railway
will be rebuilt. The Staten Island Advance reported
that the line, which connects the Howland Hook’s New
York container facility and other West Shore industrial
sites with New Jersey over the Arthur Kill lift bridge, has
been dormant since New York City purchased the line
from CSX 10 years ago. $72 million will be spent on this
project, which when completed is expected to remove
100,000 trucks from area roads each year.
It has been over 40 years since trains last ran over the
Ozone Park Branch to the Rockaways. Only the portion
south of Liberty Avenue has been used. On December
14, 2004, The New York Times reported that Community Board 14 adopted a resolution calling for the city to
create a bicycle path on the 1.5-mile stretch of the property running through Forest Park and south through
Woodhaven and Ozone Park. North of Rockaway
Boulevard, the line is now owned partly by the Parks
Department and partly by the Department of Citywide
Administrative Services. A bikeway with planted trees is
envisioned for this structure. Meanwhile Community
Board 6 plans to study a similar proposal for its segment of the Rockaway Beach Branch in Rego Park and
Forest Hills., The executive director of the Greater
Woodhaven Development Corporation, Maria Thomson,
acknowledged that “turning the Rockaway Beach
Branch into parkland would give the added benefit of
preventing its resurrection as an active train line.” Over
the years there have been proposals to reactivate the
line, but they been defeated by central Queens residents.
Amtrak
As was reported in the December, 2004 Bulletin, on
October 28, 2004, an Acela train derailed in New Haven. Member Todd Glickman, who made a roundtrip on
an Acela during December, reported that the trainset
that was involved has been returned to service, minus
one car, the First Class car, and was the equipment in
which he rode. Because of this, passengers who had
paid for First Class were advised by the Conductor to
go to the ticket window to get a refund of the surcharge.
For the record, the consist is: 2025 (engine), 3521
(business/quiet car), 3501 (business), 3311 (cafe), 3535
(business), 3404 (business), and 2023 (engine). What
(Continued on page 16)
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makes this an unusual trainset is that at the engine end
of 3521, there is now a piece of painted plywood sealing
the end of the car, instead of the door set.
Todd also sent a report that University of New Hampshire students at Durham have become a significant
part of the ridership on Downeaster trains. The number
of passengers on the Durham-Boston route rose from
9,144 to 21,241 riders in the latest fiscal year. Ridership
between Durham and Portland also grew, from 1,620 to
2,795. Revenue is up 98 percent for the Boston leg and
62 percent on the Portland leg. High demand prompted
the Northern New England Passenger Rail Authority to
start daily service from Durham in January last year, a
change from weekends-only stops. An $800,000 grant
has been secured by the University to construct a station at Durham.
Other Transit Systems
Boston, Massachusetts
Todd Glickman sent a report about how MBTA services operated on the Christmas and New Year’s weekends. For Christmas Eve, which was a Friday, a Saturday schedule was in effect on the Red, Orange, and
Green Lines. The Blue Line (no doubt because it serves
Logan Airport) ran a regular weekday schedule. Commuter rail was also on a weekday schedule. All lines ran
a Sunday schedule on Christmas Day; when a Sunday
schedule is in effect, no service is provided on the
Needham, Stoughton, and Fairmount Lines. The following weekend, New Year's Eve, MBTA commuter rail
trains operated on a normal Friday schedule with a few
modifications and some extra service. Post-New Year’s
Eve, extra trains were operated to Newburyport, Rockport (via a bus connection at Beverly), Haverhill, Lowell,
Fitchburg, South Attleboro, Kingston, Middleboro,
Needham, and Worcester. A Sunday schedule was in
effect on New Year’s Day. The Blue, Green, Orange,
and Red Lines operated a weekday schedule on December 31, but added service leading to rush-hour levels from approximately 7 PM through the conclusion of
the “First Night” events until approximately 2 AM. One
other item: after 8 PM, service was free!
Due to construction, two Green Line routes swapped
terminals on January 1. Inbound B (Boston College)
cars now terminate at Government Center instead
North Station and inbound C (Cleveland Circle) cars
terminate at North Station instead Government Center.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
After the January, 2005 Bulletin went to press, news
was received that the State of Pennsylvania had given
$18.8 million to 31 transit agencies, including SEPTA
and PAT. These funds will hold the line on any service
cuts or fare increases, but just until the end of this
month. Gov. Edward G. Rendell had requested that a
meeting be held with legislative leaders in early January
16

to find a long-term solution to providing dedicated funding for public transit.
From member Lee Winson comes an interesting report from the environs of Philadelphia. “The SEPTA
‘Metro’ page announced on January 6 that renovation
work at the Melrose Park station (main Reading Company trunk line, just outside of Philadelphia) is near
completion. Work that was done included a new station
building, large canopy, parking improvements, and highlevel platforms. Historically, the Reading Company side
of the system did not have any high-level platforms,
while the Pennsylvania Railroad side had them at major
stations and a few commuter stops. The first high-level
platform on the Reading side was when the Hatboro line
was extended to Warminster in 1974 and a new station
(was) built there. SEPTA announced it will build high
level platforms at (the) North Broad, Wayne Junction,
Elkins Park, Jenkintown, and Glenside stations, all on
the main Reading Company trunk line. At one time
North Broad and Wayne Junction were major stations
serving as transfer points between express and local
trains and nearby factories. However, the former local
stops (i.e. Nicetown, Tioga, and Spring Garden) were
closed and factories are gone. Today North Broad
Street* and Wayne Junction are themselves now local
stops. The Temple University stop (formerly Columbia
Avenue) was relocated to be closer to campus and upgraded to an express stop. *The Reading Company
built a handsome station building to serve North Broad
Street, but declining patronage caused it to be closed. I
understand it is now in use as a prison halfway house.
The Reading's North Broad Street station is a few
blocks away from the Pennsy's North Philadelphia station. North Philadelphia also was once a major local
and through train station but now is only a local SEPTA
stop with very limited Amtrak service. Even the North
Philadelphia Broad Street Subway station is only a local
stop, though built as an express stop.”
Member David W. Safford sent a few news items from
PATCO from Connections, the Delaware Port Authority’s newsmagazine: The electronic message station
signs are being upgraded to allow central posting of
canned emergency messages, obviating the need for
manual message input. The Dispatcher or Customer
Service Agent will be able to post messages from a
menu to all or selected stations, allowing passengers to
be aware of the nature and projected duration of delays.
(Manual messaging will also continue to be available,
but this is too time-consuming for emergency use.)
PATCO (which is a third rail system) maintains a special
three-car "Ice Train" for winter use. The end cars have
modified third rail shoes to cut ice from the contact rail,
and the center car has a 275-gallon tank of de-icing
fluid, about enough for three round trips over the length
of the system. The fluid is directed onto the contact
shoe, to the right or left of the car as selected by the
(Continued on page 17)
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operator depending on the location of the rail at any
given time.
Washington, D.C. area
MARC has placed a number of ex-Metra Gallery cars
into service. Member Steve Erlitz reported that they are
usually on Train #P875, the 4:25 local and Train #P877,
the 4:55 PM express, mixed with a single-level or two
plus a cab car. All the new bi-levels are off the Brunswick Line except for a three-car stray that has a new bilevel cab car that flops between the Camden and
Brunswick Lines. He has not seen them, but supposedly they do wrong-way turns on the Camden (on Train
#844 in the morning and Train #853 in the afternoon),
but the passengers ride in the single-level cars. Because Gallery cars cannot use high-level platforms,
these trains can only utilize Tracks 7, 8, 15, and 16 of
the “upper “portion of Washington Union Station.
South Florida
Due to the success of the Colorado Railcar DMU, the
South Florida Regional Transportation Authority has
placed orders that will total five units. The first ones are
under construction. Thanks to member Karl Groh for
this report.
Cleveland, Ohio
New timetables were issued for Route 66X (AirportWindermere) on September 22, 2004 and 67AX
(Shaker)/67X (Van Aken) on June 6, 2004. There is a
note on the cover of the Route 66X that the West 65th/
Lorain/Eco Village station was now open. In the December 14, 2003 timetable, this station, located between
West 25th/Ohio City and West Boulevard/Cudell, had a
notation that it was closed for renovation until mid-2004.
It was, however, served by three bus routes. Thanks to
member Jim Beeler for sending copies.
Chicago, Illinois
Jim also sent copies of three recently published
METRA timetables: METRA Electric (November 1) and
BNSF – Aurora (November 22) and SouthWest – Orland Park (December 22). On December 20, the new
Palos Heights station opened. Located between Worth
and Palos Park, Palos Heights on the SouthWest Line
was previously only served by a bus.
Work has been completed on the Chicago Transit Authority’s $483 million rehabilitation project of the 6.6mile 54th/Cermak branch of the Blue Line. With the new
year came additional weekend service and faster trips
to the Loop. Running times have been cut from 45 to 25
minutes or less, due to track repairs that removed slowspeed zones, some of which required trains to operate
at speeds as low as 15 mph. There are now eight newly
renovated, fully accessible stations. The rehabilitation
project began in 2001. Service is provided every day
between 4 AM and 1 AM, with 15-minute headways on
Saturday, and 20-minute headways on Sundays. In or17

der to achieve the additional weekend service for the
54th/Cermak branch, Blue Line trains alternate between
the Forest Park and 54th/Cermak branches. The schedule on the Forest Park branch was adjusted to accommodate less frequent service during those hours. The
CTA continued its tradition of offering penny rides on
New Year’s Eve. Riders on CTA trains and buses paid
only a penny from 8 PM New Year’s Eve, Friday, December 31, until 6 AM New Year’s Day, Saturday, January 1. Some lines had their operating hours extended.
The last trip on all Brown, Orange, and Green Line
trains left downtown at 1:30 AM; Blue and Brown Line
trains operated between Belmont and Kimball until 2:25
AM; Purple and Yellow Line trains operated until 2:20
AM from Howard to Linden and Dempster, respectively;
while Blue Line trains on the Cermak (Douglas) branch
ran from downtown until 1:30 AM. Red Line trains and
Forest Park-O’Hare Blue Line trains operate 24 hours
daily. Thanks to Bob Hansen for these two reports.
Minneapolis, Minnesota
According to The StarTribune, because of the success of the Hiawatha Line, the Metropolitan Council
Transportation Committee voted on January 11 to purchase one rail car with $3.15 million left on the rail project’s budget, and two others using $6.3 million from
Hennepin County. The order must be placed with Bombardier prior to January 23, because of a planned production shutdown. Bombardier manufactured the 24
existing cars. The funds that are being “borrowed” from
Hennepin County were designated to purchase an additional two cars for the as-yet-unfunded “Northstar” commuter line project, which would require more cars when
the line is extended by four blocks. If the project receives funding it will connect Big Lake (cut back from
Big Lake last year) and Minneapolis and be in operation
by 2008. The car crunch comes because higher-thanexpected Hiawatha ridership has required Metro Transit
to run more trains farther and longer each day than
planned, making it difficult to find time for maintenance.
At press time, transit officials were awaiting a speedy
answer from the Federal Transit Administration, which
must approve the purchase.
For the first week (December 6-12, 2004) of ridership
since the line was extended almost four miles to MSP
Airport and the Mall of America, ridership was 135,100.
For comparison purposes, the average weekly ridership
in November was 90,600; after the extension, weekday
ridership was 99,600. Thanks to member Neil Carlson
for these two reports.
St. Louis, Missouri
Any of our readers who has ever been in St. Louis
Union Station appreciates just what a magnificent building it is. During the golden years of railroads, many railroads used this facility. Twenty-six years ago, Amtrak
moved its operations several blocks away to 550 South
16th Street. On December 21, 2004, Amtrak opened a
(Continued on page 18)
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new station building at the same location, replacing the
older station building. Note that Amtrak is calling this an
interim station, as it awaits the construction of a permanent station which is being financed by the City of St.
Louis. At that time, this new building will be converted
into a base for operating crews and mechanical forces.
Las Vegas, Nevada
The Monorail, which opened on July 15, 2004 and
shut down on September 8, 2004, re-opened on December 25. Todd Glickman reported “after a number of
fits and starts, the Las Vegas Monorail is now in operation. For its first three days, it was free of charge. I was
lucky enough to be there on its last day of free operations, December 27. The fare structure is: Single ride $3.00; Two-rides - $5.50; Unlimited Day Pass - $10.00
(valid for 24 hours from purchase time); Ten-ride ticket $20.00; and Three-Day unlimited pass $25.00 (valid for
72 hours from purchase time). Tickets are sold through
vending machines that accept cash and credit/debit
cards. Change is returned in dollar coins. Children under five ride free, but there are no reduced fares for
youngsters, seniors, etc. The Monorail operates daily
from 8 AM to 2 AM, on a two-track system. Transit time
from one end to the other is about 15 minutes; the
trains achieve a good rate of speed. Food and drink
must be in closed containers, and there is no smoking. There is NO ‘no photo’ rule; I saw many taking photos without hassle from security.
“Station stops include (from north to south):
• Sahara Avenue
• Las Vegas Hilton
• Las Vegas Convention Center
• Harrah's/Imperial Palace
• Flamingo/Caesar's Palace
• Paris/Bally's
• MGM Grand
“The right-of-way is about a half-block from ‘The Strip,’
and covered walkways are provided to/from most major
hotels. As one who has been in Las Vegas many times
for conventions, this will be a superb service for those
who need to go to the Convention Center from Strip
hotels. If the service can stay ‘on track,’ it will be wellused.”
Albuquerque, New Mexico
The Mid-Region Council of Governments has ordered
five MP-36 diesel-electric locomotives from Wabtec
Corporation for $12.7 million. These units are similar to
those that are operating in Caltrain service and will be
used to power the Bombardier bi-levels that were ordered for the commuter service between Belen and
Bernalillo (December, 2004 Bulletin). Delivery is expected later this year. Thanks to member Bob Kingman
for the news.
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Seattle, Washington
If funding can be found, Sound Transit will construct a
1.7 mile line that would serve SEATAC Airport. Although
it was part of the original 21-mile system, this portion
was dropped due to cost overruns and changes in airport plans. In 2001, the plan was scaled back to be a
14-mile line from downtown Seattle to Tukwila. Service
to Tukwila is set to begin by mid-2009. Aside from the
funding issue (it could cost $225 million), it is part of a
plan to reconfigure access to the airport that requires
the addition of another eastbound lane to Highway 518,
the freeway that delivers most traffic from the airport to
I-5. Pending resolution of these issues, service to
SEATAC could begin six months later. In the interim, a
shuttle bus service would operate.
San Francisco, California
Progressive Railroading reported that CalTrain had
four consecutive months of increases leading to more
than 31,000 daily riders in September, which were attributable to the new schedules and introduction of Baby
Bullet express service.
Los Angeles, California
On October 28, 2004, when I learned that Metrolink
was leasing cars from Sound Transit, I sent an email
asking the railroad to provide the specifics. I did receive
a response, but it was on January 4, after the report
appeared in last month’s Bulletin. Here is the complete
list: Cabs — 210, 213 and 232; trailers — 210, 213,
231, 232, 237, 238, 239, and 240; and locomotive 901.
The coaches had 6000 added to their Sounder numbers
(for example, 210 became 6210).
San Juan, Puerto Rico
You can fill in the table on Page 13 of the December,
2004 Bulletin with December 19. That was the date
that Tren Urbano service began. It was intended that
rides were only to be by “complimentary pass”, but because so many showed up, it was free. A total of 41,000
were carried on less than peak headway (actual 12 or
so minutes versus future planned 5 peak). The current
plan is to run free service for three Sundays, three Saturday-Sundays, and four Friday-Saturday-Sundays. Full
revenue service was to begin at the end of February.
Efforts were being made to integrate bus system and
Publicos. The following day, there were reports that
some intended passengers attempted to enter the stations because they had seen trains running the previous
day. They were turned away.
From the History Files
70 Years Ago: On February 10, 1935, the Pennsylvania Railroad began electric operations between New
York City and Washington, D.C.
10 Years Ago: On February 27, 1995, Coaster service
was initiated by the North Coast Transportation District
between Oceanside and San Diego. On Day One, there
were four peak and one reverse peak trips scheduled in
each direction, weekdays only. In the intervening years
(Continued on page 19)
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On May 17, 12 Phase II R-32s were reassigned from
Jamaica to Coney Island (from which they had been
removed on March 12, 2003). Consisting solely of mismated cars 3348/3549, 3382/3831, 3418/3863,
3420/3645, 3530/3741, and 3617/3776, the available
10-car train was first used on B, then immediately removed for lack of proper signs (still reading B 6th Ave.West End). After a brief appearance on W, it was
moved to Q as of May 24, where it could be seen at all
hours, including nights and weekends.
With the November 14 schedule changes, four of the
so-called “Sigma” R-32s (3880/3881 and 3936/3937)
were transferred from Pitkin to Jamaica. Originally rebuilt by General Electric at the same time that company
was rebuilding the R-38s, they have been modified and
are regular mixed into trains of Morrison-Knudsenrebuilt R-32s. At the same time, Phase II R-32s
3478/3479, 3546/3547, 3559/3904, 3926/3927, and
3942/3943 were reassigned from Jamaica to Coney
Island, making for two trains in service on Q. The week
of December 6, four more General Electric R-32s
(3892/3893 and 3934/3935) were transferred from Pitkin to Jamaica. The last two General Electricoverhauled R-32s, 3594/3595, are still assigned to Pitkin for A and C service as of January, 2005.
As of December 13, the following changes took place:
eight standard Phase I R-32s (3424/3425, 3454/3455,
3538/3539, and 3870/3871) were shifted from Pitkin to
Jamaica, and 18 more Phase II R-32s (3368/3369,
3482/3483, 3560/3561, 3564/3565, 3596/3597,
3684/3685, 3693/3693, 3832/3833, and 3908/3909)
A Ride on the RiverLINE
(Continued from page 8)

riders. Both the New Jersey State Aquarium and the
Battleship New Jersey are close to the LINE. The
Aquarium, however, closed in September 2004 for a
rehabilitation project which will keep it shuttered until
this May. It had generated numerous class trips which
were able to use the LINE instead of school buses.
Venues such as the Entertainment Center and Campbell’s Field, which provide evening activities, have
proven to be more difficult to attract LINE riders because of the limited nighttime service.

RAILFANNING

were transferred from Jamaica to Coney Island. This
created a fleet of 40, which yields three trains for Q,
four if all goes right. R-42s 4934-4939 were also moved
from East New York to Coney Island, where they were
quickly absorbed into the existing array of R-40M/42
mixtures. These transfers combined to allow R-68s
2776-2795 to be forwarded from Coney Island to Concourse, where they relieve a car shortage. We observed
three trains of R-42s laid up in Rockaway Parkway Yard
on our January 1 excursion, signed up for L service.
The older equipment will continue to serve L pending
resolution of the R-143 situation (the cars are being retrofitted to operate under Communications-Based Train
Control).

OTHER SIGHTINGS
Mixed trains over the past year were very infrequent,
but the following were spotted:
August 14 (laid up on line)-August 15 (removed): Slant
R-40s 4422/4423 in Conductor’s position in a train of R40Ms on B
November 9: train consisting of 4 R-32s on south end
and 6 R-38s on north end on A
November 19: train consisting of 6 R-38s on south end
and 2 R-32s on north end on C
Note: these are no longer seen with any frequency.
Also, on several weekends when G was extended to
Coney Island due to a General Order, an R-32 train was
seen in this service.
The R-143 train outfitted with Siemens propulsion
equipment (8205-8212) was sent to Kawasaki Railcar in
November, 2004 to be retrofitted with a contractstandard Bombardier propulsion group.

Railfanning the LINE is not easy. The extreme ends, in
Camden and Trenton, are easy to walk, but the remainder of the LINE is not. The 30-minute headways make
casual rides with photo stops at several locations difficult. There are some places where schedules allow one
to leave a car in one direction, get some quick photos
and then board a car in the opposite direction. The
waits with 30-minute service will no doubt discourage
same-direction ‘fanning. There are good photo opportunities at either end and in the street-running segment in
Camden.
Fan trips become a little easier during peaks, with the
15-minute headways. Unfortunately, this is not the ideal
time for many fans to do their riding and photographing.
urdays.
News items and comments concerning this column may be
emailed to NYDnewseditor@aol.com.

Commuter and Transit Notes
(Continued from page 18)

service has been expanded so that there is frequent
service throughout the day, and four round trips on Sat19
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Around New York’s Transit System
Increased Rush Hour Service
The new weekday schedules, which went into effect
on November 15, 2004, provided for increased rush
hour service on the former BMT Southern Division. AM
and PM rush hour service from Brooklyn on B, D, N,
and Q was increased from a 6½- to a 6-minute headway. The duration of this peak service was about 48
minutes in the morning rush and 30 minutes in the evening rush. On the above lines, additional service was
provided at the beginning of the evening rush. One additional train was scheduled for B, D, and N, while
two additional trains were required for Q service. Bronx
B and D service and Astoria N service were not
changed.
Alternate morning rush hour, three evening rush hour,
and two Saturday morning D trains are put in service
from Coney Island Yard, making their first stop at 25th
Avenue. These trains were formerly put in service at
Stillwell Avenue. Four southbound D trains discharge
passengers at Bay Parkway and are laid up after the
morning rush.
There are R put-ins leaving 57th Street-Seventh Avenue southbound at 6:43, 6:55, and 7:07 AM on weekdays, 7:24 AM on Saturday, and 11:31 AM and 12:09
PM on Sunday, but there are no layups at this terminal.
There are more evening layups than early morning putins at 95th Street. Therefore, we concluded that several
layups probably run light from 95th Street to 57th Street.
Southbound N trains run express from 36th Street to
59th Street 40 minutes later on weekday evenings as

well as mornings, afternoons, and early evenings on
weekends. These trains formerly made local stops,
probably because R trains were laid up on the express
tracks.
R-68/68As Lose Power in 60th Street Tunnel
Recently, southbound R-68 and R-68A trains were
losing power in the 60th Street Tunnel because trains
were operated in the switching position for up to 30 seconds or more. If the Master Controller is kept in switching position too long, high power or brake currents on ECam propulsion systems can cause an overload condition. Therefore, Train Operators on all SMEE-type cars
must not hold the Master Controller in the switching position for more than a few seconds.
“General Order” Defined
To authorize work to be done on the tracks and/or infrastructure elements of the system, the Division of
Rapid Transit Operations issues General Orders whose
purpose is to notify operating personnel of changes to
the operation of the railroad.
These orders, which are issued by the Assistant Chief
Transportation Officer of Rapid Transit Operations Subdivision “C” or his/her designee, cannot be modified
without proper authorization from Rapid Transit Operations.
Most General Orders are issued for single-track operation, removing tracks from service, slow speed areas, and in-house work on tracks, infrastructure, and
stations affecting train service, special equipment, work
trains, and Movie, Excursion, or Inspection Trains.

SUMMARY OF CAR ASSIGNMENTS AND CHANGES IN 2004
by Bill Zucker, with assistance from George Chiasson
On January 19, 2004, the 12 remaining modified R40s (4530-4533, 4536-4541, and 4548/4549) held over
in East New York were finally transferred to Coney Island.
Effective with the February 22 service changes
(Manhattan Bridge service to Sixth Avenue restored), R68s 2740-2775 were transferred from Coney Island to
Concourse. As it turned out, one more train was needed
as a put-in on Saturday than was laid up the night before. Thus, a train of Coney Island-assigned R-68s or R68As was regularly used on D on weekends, especially
on Saturdays, and appeared occasionally on B.
R-42s 4940-4949 were transferred from East New
York to Coney Island and no more could follow pending
complete R-143 availability. R-40 and R-40M/42 trains
were used mainly on B and W; three or four trains also
20

appear on N on weekdays, while as many as six have
been seen on weekends. They were used on Q only
during weekend General Orders (via tunnel) before the
February 22 changes and on D only as occasional
baseball specials serving 161st Street-Yankee Stadium.
With the May 23 schedule changes (reopening Stillwell Avenue to F and Q service), two trains of Coney
Island R-68s or R-68As (sometimes more) were used
weekends on D. In late August and through September, they were used here weekdays as well, but this has
subsequently lessened. They started to reappear from
time to time on B and even on W (by way of those special first and last trains which are through-routed to
Coney Island).
(Continued on page 19)
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NYC TRANSIT’S BASE FARE WAS UNCHANGED;
METROCARD PRICES ROSE ON FEBRUARY 27
Because of a large deficit and inadequate
subsidies, NYC Transit raised the price of
MetroCards on February 27, 2005 as follows:
TYPE OF
METROCARD

PREVIOUS

PRESENT

7-day

$21

$24

30-day

$70

$76

7-day express bus

$33

$41

Grace periods extended to March 7 for 7day regular or express bus cards and April 3
for 30-day MetroCards.
The two-dollar subway and local bus fare
was not changed, but the express bus fare
was increased from $4 to $5. Passengers
buying a ten-dollar MetroCard will find that it
is encoded for $12 and riders investing larger
amounts will still receive the same 20% discount.
With the introduction of MetroCards with
discounts and MetroCard Vending Machines,
fare collection has become quite complicated. To explain the complexities of the new
equipment, the MTA Board approved the Station Customer Assistants (SCA) program.
When 164 low-volume booths are closed, the
Station Agents will be reassigned to work
outside the booths where they will help customers with Automatic Fare Collection equipment and fare problems, explain fare policies
and options, give travel information, and report emergencies and unusual occurrences.
Last May, NYC Transit initiated an SCA pilot program at the following stations:
• 34th Street, Eighth Avenue Line
• 34th Street, Sixth Avenue Line
1

•
•
•

Grand Central
Broadway-Nassau Street
Woodhaven Boulevard, Queens Boulevard Line
• Kings Highway, Brighton Line
• 168th Street, Broadway Line
• 161st Street-Yankee Stadium
• 149th Street-Grand Concourse
• New Utrecht Avenue/62nd Street, West
End/Sea Beach Lines
Fourteen Station Agents were selected and
trained for their new assignments. They wear
special uniforms with maroon blazers, and
carry customer service kits, RTO radios, and
portable transmitters. Nine work the AM tour,
one works on the PM, and four cover vacancies.

FARE COLLECTION
When New York’s first subway opened a
hundred years ago, fare collection was not
complicated. Passengers bought a 5-cent
ticket from the agent, who also made
change. They deposited their tickets in a box
where another employee or the agent
chopped them.
In 1912, the agent worked seven days a
week and received one day off with pay each
month. He earned two dollars a day with a
ten-cent raise each year until reaching the
$2.40 a day maximum.
On May 10, 1920, the first recording coinoperated turnstiles were placed in service at
51st Street and 77th Street, Lexington Avenue
Line, replacing the ticket choppers. The
agent made change and collected the nickels
from the turnstiles.
(Continued on page 18)
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BROADWAY BMT SUBWAY
by Bernard Linder
CORPORATE HISTORY
September 4, 1917
June 7, 1923
June 1, 1940
June 15, 1953

New York Consolidated Railroad Company (a Brooklyn Rapid Transit subsidiary)
New York Rapid Transit Corporation (a Brooklyn-Manhattan Transit subsidiary)
Board of Transportation of the City of New York
New York City Transit Authority

September 4, 1917

Trains started operating between 14th Street-Union Square and Johnson Street, Brooklyn
via the two northerly Manhattan Bridge tracks
Extended south to Rector Street and north to Times Square
Extended to Whitehall Street
Extended to 57th Street
Single-tracked to Lexington Avenue
Second track was placed in service between 57th Street and Lexington Avenue
Extended via the 60th Street Tunnel to Queensboro Plaza and via the Montague Street
Tunnel to DeKalb Avenue

OPENING DATES

January 5, 1918
September 20, 1918
July 10, 1919
September 1, 1919
October 30, 1919
August 1, 1920

ROUTE AND SECTION NUMBERS
ROUTE 33—WHITEHALL STREET, EAST RIVER, AND MONTAGUE STREET
Section
1
2
1
1A
2
2A
3
4

Trinity Place and Morris Street to Whitehall and South Streets
Montague and Clinton Streets to Whitehall and South Streets
ROUTE 5—BROADWAY-FOURTH AVENUE SUBWAY
Trinity Place and Church Street—Morris Street to Fulton Street
Church Street, Vesey Street, and Broadway—Fulton Street to Park Place
Broadway—Park Place to Walker Street
Broadway—Walker Street to Howard Street
Broadway—Howard Street to Bleecker Street
Broadway—Bleecker Street to Union Square
ROUTES 4 AND 36—BROADWAY-FOURTH AVENUE SUBWAY

Section
1
2
3
4
5

Broadway—Union Square to 27th Street
Broadway—27th Street to 38th Street
Broadway and Seventh Avenue—38th Street to 51st Street
Seventh Avenue—51st Street to 59th Street
59th Street and 60th Street—Seventh Avenue to Second Avenue
ROUTE 61—BROADWAY-FOURTH AVENUE SUBWAY
60th Street and Second Avenue to Queens Plaza North between 23rd Street and 24th Street
Coney Island, where tables were set for 250 people.
After lunch, the officials returned to Manhattan via the
Sea Beach Line.
Regular Sea Beach service started at 7:40 PM and
regular West End service between Union Square and
Ninth Avenue began the next morning.
On January 5, 1918, trains started operating between
Times Square and Rector Street. The Broadway Association in Manhattan and the Brooklyn Civic Club made
the arrangements for a special train, which departed
from Pacific Street at about 11 AM, operating via bridge
to Times Square, where the officials inspected the station. The train left Times Square at 11:35 AM and
stopped at Cortlandt Street, where the president of the

OPENING CEREMONIES AND FIRST TRAINS
On August 28, 1917, a test train with officials departed
from Gold Street (Myrtle Avenue) at 3 PM and arrived at
Union Square at 3:49 PM. The train departed from Union Square at 4:05 PM and arrived at Gold Street at
4:50 PM.
On September 4, 1917, an 8-car train composed of
the new steel subway cars departed from Union Square
at 2 PM. The Public Service Commission issued nearly
a thousand invitations to officials who rode the special
train, which set a record for speed. After leaving Union
Square, the train stopped at Canal Street three minutes
later and Pacific Street ten minutes later. It made the
trip to Coney Island via the West End Line in only 27½
minutes. The official marched to Stauch’s Pavilion in

(Continued on page 3)
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Street and Whitehall Street.
The first train to Lexington Avenue was the 11:05 PM
West End from Coney Island September 1, 1919. Sea
Beach and West End trains operated to Lexington Avenue from 12:41 to 5:29 AM and to Times Square at
other times. Locals probably provided service between
Lexington Avenue and Whitehall Street, but did not run
during the midnight hours.
Through service from Queens to Manhattan and
Brooklyn started operating on August 1, 1920, as shown
in the table below:

Broadway BMT Subway
(Continued from page 2)

Hudson & Manhattan Railroad boarded the train, which
was turned at Whitehall Street. The train reached Times
Square shortly after 12:00 and was followed by the first
regular passenger train. Because there was no crossover at Rector Street, trains were operated light to
Whitehall Street, which was still under construction.
The officials who rode on the special train attended a
luncheon at Murray’s Restaurant, adjacent to Times
Square. Among the guests were Stanley Y. Beach and
his father, Frederick C. Beach, whose father, Alfred Ely
Beach, built the first Broadway subway in 1870.
When service was extended to 57th Street on July 10,
1919, a special train with Public Service Commission,
City, and Brooklyn Rapid Transit officials, and 42nd
Street property owners operated from 57th Street to
Coney Island early in the evening.
On May 7, 1920, three months before trains started
running through the 60th Street Tunnel, Commissioner
Delaney and his staff accompanied girls singing and
marching through the tunnel between Queens and Manhattan.
The cost of building the Broadway Subway from the
Battery to Queens was nearly $30 million, excluding the
two river tunnels, which cost about $10 million. The new
portion that was placed in service on January 5, 1918
cost about $14 million, including station finish and track
installation.
When the Dual Contracts were signed, they did not
include a connection from the Broadway Subway to the
Manhattan Bridge. After the contracts were signed, the
New York Municipal Railway Corporation, a BRT subsidiary, agreed to spend $500,000, the cost of building
the Canal Street Subway and the connection to the
Manhattan Bridge.

SCHEDULE CHANGES
On September 4, 1917, West End and Sea Beach
trains ran to Union Square, making local stops in Manhattan.
Effective January 5, 1918, locals operated from Times
Square to Rector Street, where passengers were discharged. Trains were operated light to Whitehall Street,
which was still under construction. West End and Sea
Beach trains ran to Union Square, making express
stops in Manhattan.
Trains carried passengers to Whitehall Street starting
September 20, 1918.
The first train to 57th Street was the 11:56 PM West
End from Coney Island on July 10, 1919 and the first
train from 57th Street left at 12:53 AM on July 11. Sea
Beach and West End trains made express stops in
Manhattan from 6 AM to 1 AM. Locals ran between 57th

LINE

ROUTE

DESTINATION

Fourth Avenue Local

Via tunnel

Queensboro Plaza

Brighton Express

Via bridge

Times Square rush
hours

Brighton Local

Via bridge or tunnel

Not available

West End Express

Via bridge

Times Square

West End Local

Via tunnel

City Hall rush hours

Sea Beach Express

Via bridge

Times Square

Schedule changes after August 1, 1920 were published in the following Bulletins: March and April, 2001;
March and April, 2002; and March, April, and May,
2003.
WEEKDAY HEADWAYS
Date
June
26,
1916

April 1,
1919

Line

Midnight

AM
Rush

Midday

PM
Rush

Evening

West End and
Sea Beach
combined
northbound at
36th Street

N/A

3⅓

3¾

3½

3¾

Sea Beach
Express*

20

6

7½

6

7½

WEEKDAY NUMBER OF CARS
Date

Line

Midnight

AM
Rush

Midday

PM
Rush

Evening

June
26,
1916

West End or
Sea Beach
(busier line)

N/A

6

2

6

3

June
26,
1916

West End or
Sea Beach (less
busy line)

N/A

5

2

5

2

Sea Beach
Express*

1

7

2

7

2

April 1,
1919

*Trains left Times Square 7:47 PM to 5:26 AM. They were turned at
Union Square at other times

3
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NEW YORK CITY SUBWAY CAR UPDATE
By George Chiasson
from 450 (where it had been set since September,
2002) to 460, which helps to support three trains added
to rush hour schedules in February, 2004. In addition,
the Option R-142As which had been swapped between
4 and 6 since August 15, 2003 were restored to their
normal assignments, long after the conclusion of wheel
and brake wear tests. 7681-7685 was sent back from
6 to 4 first on November 24, followed by 7726-7730
on November 30. The whole 10-car train farmed out to
Jerome (7216-7220 and 7406-7410) was returned to
Pelham at that time.
R-142 unit 6416-6420, seriously damaged in a loose
rail incident near 110th Street-Lenox Avenue in January,
2004, was repaired and back in 2 service as of August
13, 2004. There were no other changes through the
year, nor were R-142 assignments at first impacted by
arrival of the R-142S, though one facet of their deployment was expected to be the adjustment of R-142 fleet
sizes among 2, 4, and 5 to increase available
spares. Finally, after 65 of the 80 new cars were operational by the end of January and introduction of the R142S reached a plateau of sorts, 5-car unit 7061-7065
was shifted from 4 to 5 on February 7, 2005. As of
February 18, 2005 we have not been able to confirm a
corresponding transfer of 6681-6685 from 5 to 2, but
this is projected to be one of a few such moves as R142S deliveries conclude.
R-62 Notes
On the same day the first R-142S train ran in 4 service, R-62s 1376-1380 and 1621-1625 were sent over
to 3. There was no such change corresponding to the
second train, but the transfer of R-62s from 4 to 3
resumed upon the acceptance of R-142S’ 20 through
65 (or shortly afterward). For some sets it was the first
time they were removed from 4 service since their initial deployment in 1984-85 while others were relocated
for a second time, marking the completion of a process
earlier initiated to permit the retirement of Redbirds from
7. In any case, the actual assignment of R-62s remains mixed, as trains have been shifted on the basis
of available consist and (perhaps) SMS status as opposed to some kind of numerical order. To wit, a 10-car
train composed of 1386-1390 and 1566-1570 was
shifted from Jerome (4) to Livonia (3) on December 5;
cars 1461-1465 and 1516-1520 on December 30; 13411345 and 1471-1475 on January 5, 2005; and finally
1306-1310 with 1336-1340 on January 11. In the end,
285 R-62s have been stationed on 3 for long-term use,
and 30 left at Jerome for continued service on 4. More
than anything, this reflects the comparatively mild
equipment needs of the Seventh Avenue side (3) ver-

The R-142S Arrives
As scheduled, the first two 5-car units of the R-142A
Supplemental contract (generally referred to in summary as the R-142”S”) were delivered on July 18, 2004.
As with the R-142As in 2000-2002, the cars were based
at E. 180th Street Shop during the acceptance phase,
appearing throughout the IRT system (main lines, at
least) through the late summer as their introduction to
passenger service drew near. The 80-car R-142S group
represents an additional acquisition to the R-142A contract, and are intended to grant the fleet flexibility required for increases in scheduled service, specifically
on the Lexington Avenue Line. Their arrival will also replenish spare ratios that were consolidated to allow all
remaining Redbirds to be retired. Like the 120 Option
cars of the original R-142A acquisition, the R-142S is
being manufactured by Kawasaki Rail Car at its facility
in Lincoln, Nebraska as a “kit,” then forwarded to the
KRC plant in Yonkers for final assembly and static testing prior to delivery to MTA New York City Transit.
The second set of R-142S cars arrived on the property by the second week of September, followed by a
third at the beginning of October. As expected this
group is being assigned in total to 4, starting with
7731-7740 as a complete train set on October 25, 2004
— just in time for the Subway Centennial. Though they
have tended to be introduced as separate 10-car train
sets, the R-142S is completely interchangeable with the
existing fleet of R-142As, and soon became mixed in
operation as such. Indeed, the cars are officially being
classified as “R-142A,” and as time goes on the “S”
designation will probably vanish. A second R-142S train
(7741-7750) was in service on November 9, the third
(7756-7765) on November 30, and the fourth (77667775) on December 27 to close out 2004. Unit 77767780 entered service on January 4, 2005 in company
with an older R-142A set (7706-7710), followed by
7781-7785 in similar fashion on January 11. Through
January 10, 2005 R-142S’ from 7731 through 7795 had
been delivered, though 7751-7755 had encountered
problems during the process and was sidetracked. Bunit 7752 was actually returned to KRC in Yonkers during November and remained there as of February 18,
2005. All remaining cars were at Yonkers, with 77967800 and 7801-7805 visible from passing Metro-North
trains. 7806-7810 will be the last unit of the R-142S
group.
By November 29, 2004, weeks after the second R142S train was placed in service, the first 10 of the 70
Option R-142As in use on 4 since October, 2002
(7661-7670) were forwarded to 6 in a corresponding
manner. This expanded the standing fleet at Pelham

(Continued on page 5)
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1903 was not observed until February 10, 2005. R-62A
1921 reappeared on 7 as a single unit on Valentine’s
Day, leaving just two more (1925 and 1935) to presumably be converted back to single units for 7. Since
the January 13 transfer, the surviving 27 single R-62As
assigned to Livonia have been used exclusively on the
Shuttle, which requires but 10 of them (6 cabs, four singles) at any time. Such a rich spare ratio (63%), made it
all but inevitable that cars of this subgroup would wind
up back on 3 as requirements demanded. Sure
enough, a lone 10-car train of R-62As has been running
on 3 on and off (and probably will continue to do so)
since January 31.
That influx of R-62s heading to 3 as the result of R142S deliveries also paved the way for a slight expansion of the R-62A fleet at 240th Street Shop, which services the West Side’s most intensive schedule requirements. With their replacement R-62s on hand, unitized
R-62As 1846-1850 were liberated from 3 service and
spied on 1 on December 1, 2004. The other set (18411845) remained stubbornly on 3 through the Holidays,
then finally turned up on December 30, mixed into existing 1/9 equipment. Finally, as the most recent batch
of 10 R-62As transferred to 7 began to finally enter
passenger service through late January, 10 corresponding unitized R-62As (1771-1775 and 1826-1830) were
returned to 1 by the end of the month. All had previously been stationed at 240th Street between 2001 and
2003. There may be another reason the 1/9 fleet was
enlarged aside from existing service pressures. At some
point, West Side IRT service is expected to be drastically altered to accommodate the temporary closure of
the line to South Ferry, as the historic “loop” terminal is
replaced by a new, full-size stub end facility. In actuality,
the existing terminal as a designated landmark connot
be demolished, but rather the new terminal would be
established to the side while the existing loops and connections between the East and West Sides are preserved. During the construction period, estimated to last
up to five years, 1, 2, and 3 would revert to their
post-9/11 character, with 1 through-routed to New Lots
Avenue, 2 running local on Seventh AvenueBroadway, and 3 functioning as a shortline express
from 148th Street to 14th Street only. Presumably, equipment assignments would follow a pattern similar to that
in place after 9/11 as well.
The Redbirds (...or What’s Left of Them)
As promised, all 38 of the remaining World’s Fair R-33
single units have been deployed in various utility duties
since our last Update almost a year ago. There seems
not to have been much development of hard assignments, however, so it would be difficult if not impossible
to quote their specific status. Suffice it to state that they
can be found at just about any carbarn on the system, if

New York City Subway Car Update
(Continued from page 4)

sus the sometimes overwhelming requirements on Lexington Ave. (4). As things stand currently, this assignment split may remain in effect for some time to come,
regardless of its numerical irregularity.
R-62A Notes
When last we checked in on the R-62As in March,
2004, two 5-car units (1841-1850) were diverted to 3 in
exchange for additional single units, and more of the
same was expected to ensue. The fleet mix on 7 since
that time remained virtually static, however, but for the
“turning” of all 11-car consists. Starting on August 1 and
fully effective as of August 5, 2004, the 5-car unit in
each set was to face west (railroad south) and the 6
single units to the east (railroad north (Flushing)) end of
the train. This enabled the Conductor to utilize the fullwidth cab between the fifth and sixth cars southbound
and sixth and seventh cars northbound, thus avoiding
the necessity (and hazard) of switching cabs and
squeezing through crowds.
After a 10-car train was imported from 3 on February
26, the two “Grand Central Shuttle” (GCS) cab cars in
the consist (1926 and 1940) sat in limbo at Corona until
they were finally returned to Livonia and joint 3 and S
service by May 1. Both had a full-width cab deployed at
one end to accommodate OPTO on the Shuttle since
1999, and though a few other GCS cabs had already
gone to 7 and been restored to full single units (1960,
1961, 1965), further such conversions were temporarily
deferred. Following introduction of the first R-142S train
on 4 and its resultant shift of a corresponding set of R62s to 3, another 10-car train consisting of single units
1932, 1934, 1938, 1939, 1943, 1944, 1947-1949, and
1954 was reallocated to 7 on November 5, 2004.
These were quickly integrated into Flushing Line service, and from that time forward it became common to
find at least one complete 11-car set of single units on
7 at any given time, especially weekdays.
With more R-62s arriving from 4 through December
and into January, the “leftover” train or two of R-62As
that continued running on 3 throughout the general
shifts to Broadway and Corona became intermittent in
nature. Finally, by January 7 it was no longer appearing
at all and on January 13, 2005 another set of 10 single
units (1901-1903, 1906, 1911, 1915, 1916, 1921, 1925
and 1935) was forwarded from Livonia to Corona. Note
that of the ten just two were set up as single units (1902
and 1903), requiring the GCS cabs to be removed from
the rest before they could be placed in service on the
7. Cars 1901 and 1906 were the first to be seen in
their reconfigured state as of January 22 (a Saturday),
while 1902 was playing north motor in another consist.
A week later, former GCS cab cars 1911, 1915, and
1916 were also on the 7 as reborn single units, while

(Continued on page 6)
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work also performed at Neptune Avenue), while Q was
finally restored to operation from Brighton Beach to
Coney Island. Related improvements were still underway on both levels of the W. 8th Street station as of
January, 2005. At the same time, D trains were routed
into the future Sea Beach (N) terminal, while West End
Tracks 1 and 2 were to be completely rebuilt. N trains
will continue to terminate at 86th Street until overall reconstruction of the terminal is finalized later this year. It
should be noted that the older Sea Beach, Brighton,
and Culver terminal tracks from 1919 were erected with
“gilded” (unreinforced) Kings County Elevated steel recycled from the former East New York Junction area,
while the West End terminal was built new at that time.
As a result, the older three platforms were completely
demolished and reconstructed (and the old steel discarded), while the West End terminal will retain its original base steelwork.
A week before F and Q service was restored to Stillwell Avenue, 12 Phase II R-32s (mismates 3348/3549,
3382/3831, 3418/3863, 3420/3645, 3530/3741, and
3617/3776) were brought back to Coney Island to allow
for the one additional train that would be required. At
first it was assigned to B, which is generally where the
60-foot equipment based at Coney Island is congregated, but it was soon discovered that the side roller
curtains dated from service patterns in effect prior to the
service changes of July 22, 2001 and of no current use.
Assignment to W was tried, but finally to keep this
“oddball” equipment closer to the carbarn, it was assigned to Q service after May 24, 2004. Following the
partial reopening of Stillwell Avenue, a train or two of
Coney Island-assigned R-68s (2776-2915) and R-68As
could be found on the Concourse-based D during
weekends, then as well on weekdays beginning some
time in September. There were also trains of 60-foot
Coney Island-based equipment (R-40, R-40M/42) used
in Baseball Special service during the 2004 Yankees
season, starting in June and ending with the final home
game on October 20. These were identified as D
trains, and operated from 161st Street to Coney Island.
More R-32s, and on the 75-Footers, Father Time Begins To Make His Move
To accommodate increased service on Coney Islandbased lines starting November 14, 2004, ten more
Phase II R-32s (3478/3479, 3546/3547, 3559/3904,
3926/3927, and 3942/3943) were imported from Jamaica (EFR) and joined the train already in service
on Q. Concurrently, these were partly compensated on
E, F, and R by the importation of General Electricrebuilt “Sigma” R-32s 3880/3881 and 3936/3937 from
A and C service at Pitkin. This was the first time these
cars had changed assignments since their initial delivery in 1988. Finally, as their long-term SMS commenced
with the potential of greatly tightening equipment avail-

New York City Subway Car Update
(Continued from page 5)

not in the shops at 207th Street for some kind of modification or other. The lone exception remains Subway
Series car 9327, for which Seashore Trolley Museum is
campaigning to raise money for its transport to Kennebunkport, Maine along with long-retired R-22 (nee Work
Motor) 7371.
A number of former “Reserve” main line R-33s have
been handled through the New York City Transit Museum and used on March of Dimes or Special Excursions, as well as during the Centennial Subway Parade
in October, 2004. 9010/9011 debuted in April, 2004
bearing a “restored” 1970 MTA silver and blue scheme.
As the months passed toward the Centennial, these
were joined by 9016/9017 in 1962-63 “Tartar” Red coloring, 9069 in the 1980s-era green and silver colors, and
9206/9207, also done up in MTA silver and blue.
Against all of these positive developments, caution is
offered as to the permanence of their preservation on
MTA New York City Transit. 9075 was actually retained
by the City of New York for static display, and moved to
a site at the Queens Borough Hall in January, 2005.
The car received another fresh coat of paint for this purpose, while its mate (9074) remains in a discarded state
at Coney Island Yard.
Rider cars RD400 and RD401 (8986 and 8987) were
released for work service by the summer of 2004, by
which time work had already begun on additional units
at Coney Island Overhaul Shop. By the end of the year
R-33s 8956/8957 had been transformed into RD403
and RD402, respectively, while 8859, 8858, 8868, and
8869 were on the hoists for conversion to rider cars
RD404 to RD407. At least ten other R-33s are also stationed at Coney Island (8834/8835, 8888/8889,
8890/8891, 8954/8955, and 8996/8997), possibly for
the same reason. Rider car conversions aside, all but
four of the former “Reserve” Redbirds (8812/8813 and
9000/9001) were removed from Concourse Yard by the
Autumn of 2004 and wound up in dead storage, awaiting an unknown fate. At 207th Street with their third rail
pick-up shoes removed (as of November 16) were
8816/8817, 8820/8821, 8862/8863, 8878/8879,
8892/8893, 8914/8915, 8936/8937, 8964/8965,
9020/9021 (now numbered 19020/19021), 9032/9033,
9038/9039, 9066/9067, 9070/9071, and 9138/9139.
Note: The following Subdivision B Update paraphrases, summarizes and/or expands upon work included in the February, 2005 New York Division
“Bulletin.” It covers events through January 14, 2005,
prior to the Eighth Avenue Subway disruption.
Back To Coney Island, on an R-32!
On May 23, 2004, the newly-constructed portion of
Stillwell Avenue was opened for passenger service. F
trains were re-extended from Avenue X (with additional

(Continued on page 7)
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call for 1,700 cars to be delivered between 2005 and
2010. In general, these would provide 12 additional
trains (plus spares) for system growth, and replace all
R-32s, about 150 slant R-40s, all 100 R-40Ms, all Morrison-Knudsen and Coney Island-rebuilt R-42s, and all R44s.
Components of the 660-car base order are as follows:
The R-160A (Dash 1) will be 340 cars constructed by
Alstom, consisting of 85 4-car units numbered 83138652. These will be assigned to East New York for
JZLM and are likely to mix with the existing R-143s.
The R-160A (Dash 2) will be 60 cars constructed by
Alstom, consisting of 12 5-car units numbered 86538712. These are projected for assignment to Jamaica,
most likely for G (until such time that route may later be
transferred to Coney Island). The R-160B will be 260
cars constructed by Kawasaki Railcar Corp., consisting
of 52 5-car units numbered 8713-8972. These are projected for assignment to Coney Island, and though no
specific route has as yet been identified it would be reasonable to foresee their use on N and Q. Production
deliveries of the base 660-car order is expected to occur between 2006 and 2008.
While requirements or other unforeseen occurrences
can certainly change the projected chain of events, as
we sit in early 2005 the process would commence with
arrival of the 340 4-car unit R-160A (Dash 1)s at East
New York. There they would both replace the Coney
Island R-42s directly, and free up all Morrison-Knudsen
R-42s for movement to Coney Island. There, they would
a) permit the retirement of approximately 150 slant R40s; b) enable retirement of remaining Coney Islandrebuilt R-42s; and c) free up approximately 84 R-68As
for transfer to Pitkin, where they in turn would replace a
similar quantity of R-44s. Assignment of the 260 R160Bs to Coney Island would continue the exportation
of all remaining R-68As and an as yet undetermined
quantity of R-68s to Pitkin to complete the replacement
of R-44s, of which there are presently 272. Of the 12 5car units built by Alstom, five will ostensibly go to Jamaica to provide for system growth and one to replace
the General Electric-rebuilt R-32 (“Sigma”) equipment.
They could also facilitate a separation (of sorts) of G
from other Queens IND services, which may in turn
pave the way for at least the partial implementation of
CBTC on the Crosstown Line. Of course, at this early
stage these projections may (and often do) prove to be
less than completely accurate, but in answer to longtime demands for “some idea” as to how the R-160 replacement will begin to unfold, these conclusions are
based upon the present arrangement of facts, taken to
a logical conclusion. There likely will be no official proclamations of such a nature for some time to come, in all
probability well after actual deliveries begin.

New York City Subway Car Update
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abilities, R-68s 2776-2795 were transferred from Coney
Island (NQ) to Concourse (D) on December 13, 2004
to provide for contingencies. The process of freeing up
such a relatively large group of 75-foot cars was
achieved by moving four more “Sigma” R-32s
(3892/3893 and 3934/3935) and eight standard “Phase
I” R-32s (3424/3425, 3454/3455, 3538/3539, and
3870/3871) from Pitkin to Jamaica, then relaying 18
Phase II R-32s (3368/3369, 3482/3483, 3560/3561,
3564/3565, 3596/3597, 3684/3685, 3692/3693,
3832/3833, and 3908/3909) from Jamaica to Coney
Island. Six additional Coney Island-rebuilt R-42s (49344939) were also reassigned from JZLM to Coney
Island, where they have blended into existing R-40M/42
consists on BNW.
Some time during the summer or early fall (by October
15, 2004), R-44 A-car 5248 was removed from service
due to undisclosed problems, and a series of swaps
made which grafted 5270 onto the remaining three cars
in its place (forming set 5270/5249/5251/5250). A-car
5284, which had been stored out of service since the
July 3, 1997 derailment at 135th Street that resulted in
the retirement of 5282, was reactivated in place of 5270
and that set now consists of 5268/5269/5271/5284. It
appears unlikely that 5248 will return to service, signifying the rapid pace of age which has gotten a grip on the
R-44 fleet in general as it approaches the 35-year mark.
In a somewhat related note, R-46 unit
6132/6133/6135/6134, which was heavily damaged in a
fire at York Street station (F) on July 19, 2003, was
ready to return to service on the FGRV (and sometimes E) as of May, 2004.
R-143 Happenings...Very Little
R-143 unit 8117-8120 is still held aside as a CBTC
test unit and not used in passenger service. It has been
used as part of some CBTC test trains proliferating on
the Canarsie Line for the past few months, though. The
two units outfitted with a prototype Siemens propulsion
package (8205-8208 and 8209-8212) was cycled
through Kawasaki’s facility in Yonkers to receive a standard Bombardier installation. CBTC equipment installation and modifications have also been ongoing across
the entire fleet, in anticipation of full system activation
on L by some time in the summer of 2005.
Looking Toward the R-160: A Preliminary Timeline
Some time in 2005, two pilot R-160 trains are expected to arrive for evaluation. Barring further (and unexpected) modification, the base 660-car order placed
under Contract R-160 will be threefold in nature, with
two large options projected to follow at a later date as
funds allow. If fully exercised, the complete order would
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TECH TALK
by Jeffrey Erlitz
undoubtedly acting as a stop-and-stay marker signal.
The switches are blocked and clamped in their normal
positions. If necessary, the switches can be handcranked reverse and flagged through the area. This
tower had a 28 lever GRS Model 5 interlocking machine
and is shown below in its last configuration. The note
referring to signals 28 and 27 has to do with work that
was performed under contract S-32392, Speed Restrictions at Priority Switch Locations-Phase II. This was
done in the fall of 1997. Other than that, this interlocking
remained unchanged from the time it was installed in
1933.
Work continues on the Automatic Train Supervision
contract (S-32333) on the IRT. The ATS circuits were

By mid-March, Long Island Rail Road M7s 7401/2
were running around testing, along with 7393/4 and
7395/6. Cars as high as 7404 had been delivered.
File this one under those that got away from me. Last
fall, between September 11 and 16, the interlocking machine at 161st Street on the Concourse Line was removed from service. Unfortunately for me, I only found
out about this about four months after it happened. I
never did get to photograph it. This work was performed
under the Concourse Line signal rehabilitation job, S32308-R. As I understand it, appropriate space could
not be found for the new relay room at this location, so
the space of the existing tower is being used. All signals
are operating as automatic block signals except for
home signal 24, which was removed from service and is

(Continued on page 9)
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STATION

3

GRS MODEL 5
10 LEVERS FOR SIGNALS
4 LEVERS FOR SWITCHES
2 LEVERS FOR DIRECTIONAL CONTROL
1 MASTER LEVER
11 SPARE SPACES
28 LEVER FRAME
NOTES:
MASTER LEVER 10 CUTS OUT INTERLOCKING FEATURES ON TRACK C3-4;
28 SIGNAL IS TIED TO 27 SIGNAL.
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formance testing was conducted on the Broadway Line
during this same time period. The Grand Central group
on the Lexington Avenue Line was tested starting November 21 and continued through the end of the year.
The Pelham Line was tested from November 28
through February 25 and the Jerome Avenue Line was
tested from January 2 through March 25.
Jeff may be contacted via email at jbe456@optonlinenet.

Tech Talk
(Continued from page 8)

placed in service at 167th Street between September 13
and 18 of last year. Field performance testing commenced October 31 last year for the 148th Street group
of relay rooms and central instrument rooms on the
Lenox Avenue Line from north of 96th Street to 148th
Street. This testing lasted until December 4. Field per-

NOSTALGIA CORNER
We continue our survey of the Canarsie Line, which is
currently being modernized, including the installation of
Communication-Based Train Control (CBTC). This

month, we focus on the trolley cars that met the trains
at the Rockaway Parkway terminal.

Trolley car 8302 on the Rockaway Parkway Line (now bus route B-42)
at the Canarsie Line’s Rockaway Parkway terminal.
Bernard Linder collection

Another view of the Rockaway Parkway station, taken on May 3, 1951.
Bernard Linder collection

The other end of the Rockaway Parkway trolley line, at the Canarsie
shore.
Bernard Linder collection

Here we see car 4705 on private right-of-way at Flatlands Avenue
in 1941.
Bernard Linder collection
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Commuter and Transit Notes
On a personal note, this month marks 40 years of
membership in the Electric Railroaders’ Association.
When I joined in 1965, my interest was the New York
subway. Through friendships with members Gary Grahl,
Frank Parco, and the late Roger Arcara, Alan Hannock,
and Hal Spielman, my interests were expanded when
we visited other transit properties. Back in 1965, there
were fewer ERA members who were employed in the
transit industry. Names that come to mind are George
Abere, Ray Berger, Herb Frank, Don Harold, Bruce
Lane, Bernie Linder, Randy Litz, Frank Parco, Bob
Presbrey, Herman Rinke, and Martin Schachne. After I
got out of the Army, I became an employee of the NYC
Transit Authority, starting as a Conductor. Over the
course of my over 25-year career I was promoted
through the ranks to Trainmaster, and was appointed to
Superintendent, retiring as a Manager in the Department of Capital Program Management. There have
been many changes in the transit field over the course
of these four decades, but that is a topic for some other
time.
MTA Metro-North Railroad (East)
As of mid-March, all 180 original M-7s had been delivered and 164 were in service, and by January 2006, the
entire first option for 300 cars should also be on the
property. Prototype cars 4000/4001 were the last cars of
the initial car order and arrived in February. They had to
be sent back for modifications to bring them up to production standards.
There is another difference between Metro-North’s
and the Long Island’s M-7s. The M-7As of MNRR have
a major modification from the way they were delivered. At the A end, opposite the corner of the roof from
the engineer's position and diagonal to it on the B end
of the car is a roof vent that sticks significantly above
the roofline of the cars. They were installed as a means
to reduce any vulnerability of the cars to fine powdery
snow that would be kicked up en route. In a way, they
make the roofline look like the cars they just replaced,
the ACMU! The more things change, the more they stay
the same!
Metro-North and the Long Island Rail Road both issued new Ticket and Fares brochures to reflect the
fares that went into effect on March 1. The most expensive monthly tickets to NY Penn or GCT are: $394 (New
Haven), $357 (Wassaic), $355 (Ten Mile River), $353
(Poughkeepsie), and $342 (Montauk). West-of-Hudson
fares also were increased on the same day, and tickets
from Port Jervis and Spring Valley to NY Penn are $323
and $214, respectively.
Not all ticket vending machines are alike. Metro-North
awarded a contract to purchase 14 Full Service TVMs,
10

by Randy Glucksman

77 Express TVMs, and 27 CTVMs (Credit-Only Ticket
Vending Machines). The CTVM has the functionality of
a full-service machine and will be capable of selling all
ticket types, as well as joint MetroCard/Railroad tickets,
but will only accept credit/debit cards for payment.
These will be used only on Metro-North, while the Express TVMs are only for the LIRR.
Each month, approximately 11,000 Metro-North and
17,500 LIRR customers subscribe to the Mail&Ride program, which is administered by the same company, the
Bank of New York.
My trip to the February Division meeting using the
Hudson Line took place in daylight and I had a chance
to observe which Comet II cars remained in High Bridge
Yard. They are (from North to South): 5174, 5174, 5984,
5986, 5990, 6173, 5992, 6178, 5983, 5981, 6180, and
6182. Two days later, while driving on the Harlem River
Drive, I saw two additional cars that were hidden from
view, one east-of-Hudson (blue window stripe) and one
west-of-Hudson car (black window stripe).
MTA Metro-North Railroad (West)
The October 31, 2004 timetables were reissued with a
“Revised March 1, 2005” date. There is also a bubble
on the cover regarding the new fares that went into effect on that date.
Connecticut Department of Transportation
A friend of member Bob Underwood spotted exVirginia Railway Express cars V201 and V220 on a SLE
train in Milford en route to Stamford during early March.
Since VRE is holding on to all of the cab cars for now,
the train had one of the Bombardier cabs.
MTA Long Island Rail Road
On February 24, the Town of Oyster Bay became the
owner of the Oyster Bay Station, after the LIRR deeded
the property to the town. Plans call for the station to be
restored to its 1902 appearance and to become part of
a town museum that will also incorporate the turntable
and G-5s steam locomotive 35.
General Order No. 106 went into effect at 12:01 AM,
March 14, and will remain in effect until May 22. These
new timetables take into account construction projects
(please see below) and some service reductions on the
Hempstead and Babylon Branches. Two lightly traveled
peak trains, Train #719 (7:23 AM Hempstead) and Train
#760 (4:47 PM Flatbush Avenue), were canceled. Adjustments were made to several trains under which departure times were changed and stops were added.
Oyster Bay Branch Train #556, which formerly began its
run at Hunterspoint Avenue at 3:29 PM, now originates
at Jamaica at 3:50 PM. Afternoon service from Hunterspoint Avenue begins at 3:40 PM. On the Babylon
(Continued on page 11)
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Branch, three eastbound and three westbound weekend trains were canceled. They are Trains #6106, 6124,
and 6144 (1:26 PM, 4:26 PM, and 8:27 PM Penn Station/Babylon). The three westbound trains are #6101,
6117, and 6135 (12:13 PM, 4:06 PM, and 8:06 PM).
There is construction taking place on the Main Line
and Port Jefferson Branch, affecting midday weekday
service. Third rail replacement and grade crossing renewal projects have been scheduled between Carle
Place and Hicksville. Eastbound midday Huntington
trains have been adjusted six minutes later and westbound midday Huntington trains are adjusted 19 minutes later. Port Jefferson service was temporarily reduced from a train every 90 minutes to every two hours.
All work listed below takes place during midday hours
on weekdays.
• Montauk Branch: Seven trains are affected by
grade crossing renewal programs between Babylon and Sayville. Three eastbound trains from
Babylon (9:25 AM, 11:26 AM, 12:26 PM) and two
westbound trains (10:30 AM from Patchogue and
2:02 PM from Speonk) are replaced by buses.
Two westbound trains (11:23 AM from Montauk
and 1:30 PM from Patchogue) will be temporarily
combined.
• Oyster Bay Branch: Due to track, work one eastbound and one westbound train are temporarily
cancelled. In addition, schedules for eastbound
trains will be adjusted 12 minutes later and westbound trains, 16 minutes later in order to lessen
gaps in service.
• Long Beach Branch: A signal improvement project
is the reason that eastbound trains are being adjusted 7 minutes later and westbound trains, 29
minutes earlier.
• Port Washington Branch: Only one track will be
available during midday weekdays as rehabilitation work continues on the Murray Hill station.
Eastbound trains are adjusted up to five minutes
later and westbound trains are adjusted up to four
minutes later.
• Jamaica Station and Brooklyn: A track tie replacement program is affecting customers on Hempstead and Far Rockaway Branch trains traveling
to and from Brooklyn.
• NYSDOT work on the Roslyn Road grade crossing elimination project will result in major weekend
track outages on May 15 and May 22.
For St. Patrick’s Day (March 17) and Good Friday
(March 25), extra service was operated on many lines.
Last year, the LIRR recorded an OTP of 92.7%, the
same as occurred in 2000. Although this was below the
goal, which was not specified in the March edition of
11

Keeping Track, the OTP did continue a rising trend. It
is hoped that with more of the M-7s in service this year,
the OTP will increase.
The Audio Visual Paging System is now in service at
Bayside, Bridgehampton, Freeport, Great Neck, Hampton Bays, Hicksville, Patchogue, and Ronkonkoma.
Customers at these stations are now benefiting from
real-time announcements that are specific to the station
and branch. By the end of 2005, there could be as
many as 40 stations so equipped.
NJ Transit
When Metro-North raised fares last month, one would
have thought that the fare hold-down problem would
have gone away — well, it did not. NJ Transit was planning to increase the price of a monthly ticket from Suffern to NY Penn from $239 to $270, but the newest
problem is that a Sloatsburg/NY Penn ticket is $255,
which means that Metro-North will probably be subsidizing the rides of some commuters again.
As could be expected, commuters who spoke at the
fare increase hearings generally opposed the idea. NJ
Transit needs to close a projected $60.6 deficit in the
FY2006 budget. The Star-Ledger reported that at the
hearing that was held in Summit, there were complaints
about habitually late trains, overcrowded cars, and dirty
stations. Commuters said that the agency should improve operations before looking to increase fares. The
New York Times (New Jersey Section – March 6) reported that 154 people testified at these hearings, while
another 310 sent email messages and 13 mailed letters. Representatives from several rail commuter associations voiced the opinion that the fundamental problem was with the way the state inadequately funds the
transit agency and the refusal of the Legislature to raise
the state gasoline tax to assist mass transportation. Another point that was brought up by NJ-ARP is NJ Transit’s plan to increase off-peak fares by 32.1%. The
group cited the transit agency’s own October, 2004
“Quarterly Ridership Trends Report,” which showed that
Saturday and Sunday off-peak usage in the fourth quarter grew 15% on Saturday and 10.6% on Sunday vs.
the same period in 2003. As a comparison, overall rail
ridership rose 7.1% in the same quarter. Off-peak ridership is discretionary and if alternative, less expensive,
modes of transportation can be found, those riders will
disappear. Another interesting note is that the transit
agency’s fare structure is well-balanced. Monthly ticketholders, who represent 50% of all riders, contribute
47% of all revenue, weekly users represent 3% of all
riders and contribute 3% of the revenue, and off-peak
riders, at 21%, contribute 20% of all revenue. A news
item concerning this issue was published in the March
Bulletin.
NJ-ARP occasionally provides a status report on NJ
Transit rail projects. This one appeared in the February,
2005 Newsletter Report. Details on these projects can
(Continued on page 12)

NEW
YORK
DIVISION
BULLETIN
2000
NEW
YORK
DIVISION
BULLETINOCTOBER,
- APRIL, 2005
Commuter and Transit Notes
(Continued from page 11)

be found in previous issues of the Bulletin.
PROJECT

STATUS

CURRENT
DEADLINE

ORIGINAL
DEADLINE
2004

HBLRT to Port ImpeTest Runs
rial
HBLRT to 50th Street Under Construction

Late March,
2005
Late 2005

Pascack Valley Sid- Preliminary R-O-W
clearance
ings
Raritan Valley Siding Funding authorized

2007

2000

2007

2007

Cut-Off Service

2008

2003

Federal funding
authorized

2004

As of February 15, the Hamilton station has a ticket
agent between 5 AM and 1 PM on weekdays, and from
9 AM to 5 PM on weekends. NJ Transit made added
this position, which augments its six TVMs, after determining that Hamilton had grown into one of the busiest
stations. The ticket window was built into an exterior
wall of the station so customers do not have to enter the
building. Hamilton, which is located between Princeton
and Trenton, opened on February 21, 1999.
In the September, 2004 Bulletin, I reported that I had
seen a number of out-of-service Comet Is and MetroNorth Comet IIs. When I rode through that same area in
early March, none of the cars were there.

12

NJ Transit may add another transportation mode to its
portfolio. With the passage of Assembly Bill A-3674 (5813), the transit agency would have the ability to operate
ferry service. Some of the sponsors of this bill were
looking out for their constituents who rely on this mode
to commute. The State Senate must pass a similar bill,
which must be signed by Acting Governor Codey.
Port Authority Trans-Hudson Corporation
In connection with the news item in last month’s Bulletin about fare collection at the Harrison station, I remembered that at one time intrastate riders could get a
partial refund of their fares. In my collection I found copies of tickets that entitled the rider to that refund, if the
ticket was presented to an agent within 30 minutes of
the time punched.
One of my coworkers reported that over the weekend
of February 26-27, many of the turnstiles at Hoboken
were replaced with models capable of accepting both
QuickCards and MetroCards.
Amtrak
One would think that the governor of a state would
want to do almost anything in his power to retain jobs
and prevent unemployment. Well, apparently that is not
the case in Indiana. According to Inside Indiana Business, Gov. Mitch Daniels, who, at one time worked for
the current President Bush, has told IIBs partner, Network Indiana, that he is opposed to doing anything to
save the federal Amtrak subsidy. Even though approxi(Continued on page 13)
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mately 1,000 Hoosiers are employed at Amtrak’s Beech
Grove repair facility, the Republican governor questioned the spending of taxpayer funds to subsidize Amtrak riders. You can listen to his remarks by clicking on
http://www.insideindianabusiness.com/player.asp?
ID=2064.
Keystone (Harrisburg-Philadelphia) train schedules
were revised as of March 7, the day that the longplanned project to upgrade the line began. These
schedules are to be replaced on April 25. Departure
times of 9 eastbound and 12 westbound trains were
changed so that their new times are up to 20 minutes
earlier to 30 minutes later than previously. The work,
which is funded by PennDOT and Amtrak, is being done
in sections: Lancaster to Parkesburg and Paoli to Philadelphia. The following work will be performed:
• Installation of 80 track miles of new concrete ties
• 40 new track switches to be installed
• A new signal system between Lancaster & Harrisburg
• Upgrade of 16 existing bridges & culverts
• Upgrade of catenary and electrical substations to
support use of electric locomotives
Last year, as part of this project, Amtrak installed 63
miles of continuously welded rail and installed more
than 46,000 wood ties in selected areas between Overbrook and Lancaster. Thanks to member Glenn Rowe
for this report.
The last run of The Three Rivers took place March 8.
Miscellaneous
Progressive Railroading (February, 2005) had an
article about transit agencies that were seeking fare
increases. Besides NJ Transit (which held public hearings during February), some of the other agencies were
Portland’s Tri-Met and Salt Lake City’s Utah Transit Authority. Tri-Met sought to raise its fare five cents on April
1, while UTA proposed to raise the adult cash fare in
two steps, $1.35 to $1.40 in 2005 and $1.40 to $1.50 in
2006. Under the same 2-step process, Day Passes
would go from $2.70 to $3.50 and then to $4.00.
Monthly fares would be treated similarly. Calgary Transit
increased fares on January 1: cash adult fare from
$1.25 to $1.40, youth 10-ticket books, $10-$12, and
monthly passes from $65 to $70. Remember, those
fares are Canadian dollars. Not mentioned in the article
were all New York MTA fares that went up: the subway
on February 27, and Long Island Rail Road and MetroNorth on March 1. Bridges & Tunnels tolls rose on
March 13.
A mystery: during the morning of March 6, member
Bob Kingman spotted the following former Metra Gallery cars in the D&H (CP Rail) Kenwood Yard: 8732,
8741, 7827, 7817, 7819 and 7820. Just to add to the
13

Chicago motif were two green-and-white ex-BN SD-402s (BNSF 7826 and FURX 7225), assembling the train.
Can anyone let us know to where the cars are destined?
In early March, the American Society of Civil Engineers issued its annual report card on fifteen infrastructure issues (alphabetically) from aviation to wastewater.
Some of the other categories were bridges, dams, energy, schools, and security. This is what ASCE had to
say about rail and transit:
Rail earned a C-. “For the first time since World War II,
limited rail capacity has created significant chokepoints
and delays. This problem will increase as freight rail
tonnage is expected to increase at least 50% by 2020.
In addition, the use of rail trackage for intercity passenger and commuter rail service is increasingly being recognized as a worthwhile transportation investment.
Congestion relief, improved safety, environmental, and
economic development benefits result from both freight
and passenger market shifts to rail creating a rational
for public sector investment. The freight railroad industry needs to spend $175-$195 billion over the next 20
years to maintain existing infrastructure and expand for
freight growth. Expansion of the railroad network to develop intercity corridor passenger rail service is estimated to cost approximately $60 billion over 20 years.
All told, investment needs are $12-13 billion per year.”
Transit received a D+. “Transit use increased faster
than any other mode of transportation, up 21% between
1993 and 2002. Federal investment during this period
stemmed the decline in the condition of existing transit
infrastructure. The reduction in federal investment in
real dollars since 2001 threatens this turnaround. In
2002, total capital outlays for transit were $12.3 billion.
The Federal Transit Administration estimates $14.8 billion is needed annually to maintain conditions, and
$20.6 billion is needed to improve to ‘good’ conditions.
Meanwhile, many major transit properties are borrowing
funds to maintain operations, even as they are significantly raising fares and cutting back service.”
Other Transit Systems
Boston, Massachusetts
More than a year after restarting the process to find a
contractor that would equip its underground network to
enable the use of mobile telephones, the MBTA Board
granted a license to InSite Wireless. The first contractor,
which was selected in 2002, abandoned the project after failing to reach agreements with the mobile service
providers. Under the terms of the 15-year license, the
MBTA is guaranteed minimum fees of nearly $4 million.
Five firms had competed for the contract. The project
will be introduced in phases, beginning at the subway
platforms at Park Street, Downtown Crossing, Government Center, and State Street, and also includes the
tunnels connecting those stations. Once installed, passengers will be able to use mobile phones and hand(Continued on page 14)
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held PDAs. The license also includes the right to expand the wireless network to other stations and tunnels,
a move that would generate additional non-fare revenue
for the “T.”
In an effort to address a budget shortfall, on March 2,
MBTA General Manager Michael H. Mulhern fired 33
managers and administrative staff. In addition, the GM
will ask the board to borrow $10 million from the
“emergency fund” and also consider the elimination of
Nite Owl weekend bus service and its subsidies to private suburban bus lines. So far this year, about 100 of
6,000 employees were also let go. The Boston Globe
reported that many of those had been away from their
jobs for more than a year or had exhausted their sick
time. Still to come are the elimination of about 100 Operator positions when the switch to single Operators is
implemented on the Green Line. Later in the month, the
“T” voted to raise parking fees 50 cents a day at some
subway stations, to cut subsidies to suburban bus lines,
to nix the after-hours Nite Owl bus service, to end two
Inner Harbor ferry routes, and to work with the lowest
number of “T” employees in six years. On the same day,
General Manager Mulhern, who had served in that capacity for three years, announced his retirement, effective June 1. Mr. Mulhern started as a bus operator, 26
years ago. Thanks to member Todd Glickman for these
reports.
Camden, New Jersey
Member David W. Safford sent an article from The
Philadelphia Inquirer that reported on the hearings
that were held on the subject of expansion of PATCO.
David wrote: “Having failed a few years ago to persuade residents to allow construction of light rail commuter lines (the much-maligned River Line was in lieu
of badly needed lines into the populated areas), New
Jersey is going to try again to provide transit to South
Jersey. This time instead of NJ Transit, the Delaware
River Port Authority will take a shot at it, and instead of
light rail, is proposing heavy rail transit, similar to the
existing (and highly successful) Lindenwold Line. The
bait is the construction of wholly grade separated lines
in response to fears of grade crossing and pedestrian
accidents consequent to street running.”
Under consideration are three alignments:
• Using old railway rights-of-way through Westville,
West Deptford, Woodbury, Wenonah, Mantua,
Pitman, and Glassboro. There could also be an
extension to Millville in Cumberland County.
• Running down the median of Route 55 through
Deptford, Washington Township, Harrison Township, and Glassboro. This too, could be extended
to Millville.
• Following Route 42 though Gloucester, Washing14

ton, Monroe, and Winslow Townships.
Separately, the DRPA is investigating two light rail proposals in Philadelphia: extending the existing Subway/
Surface lines from City Hall to the waterfront or constructing a new line from the Spring Garden station on
the Market-Frankford “L” via a reopened Franklin
Square station, just west of the Ben Franklin Bridge on
the Lindenwold Line, south along the Delaware River to
a terminus at the Pier 70 shopping plaza. (The article
mentioned that this would be either “trolley or light rail”).
One of our members who was at the meeting at
Rowan wrote that there were between 60 and 80 interested attendees, including the President of Rowan, who
told all that he was “solidly behind their proposals.” The
Courier-Post reported that there been a pro-commuter
rail shift, both from members of the public and elected
officials. This differs from the anti-transit mood of ten
years ago.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
David also wrote that “the reconstruction of the east
end of the Market-Frankford ‘L’ is, at last, in sight. It is
so thorough as to truly justify the ads saying that ‘You
are riding on the NEW “L”.’ Work included structural
renovations of all stations including handicapped access, fare-free crossovers, escalators, etc. The last stations, Berks, Huntingdon and Church, should be complete in the fall, bringing the 20-year project to its conclusion.” (Editor’s Note: Please notice that this only
about the FRANKFORD portion of the line. The MARKET end is in trouble, as was reported in the January,
2005 Bulletin.)
“Reconstruction of Suburban Station is about 75%
complete. Finish work such as hung ceilings, new lighting, and new stair enclosures is appearing over more
and more of the station. A new elevator and stair entry
is complete at 16th Street, providing the first direct barrier-free entry to the concourse, from which all platforms
are now elevator accessible. Sprinkler piping is spreading throughout, although none appears to be functional
as yet. As I had earlier guessed, air-conditioning of the
concourse is scheduled, as well as a doubling of the
amount of retail space chewed from pedestrian circulation areas. Another street elevator will open this summer. The last item scheduled, a new electronic signage
system, is not scheduled to be on line until 2006.”
Thanks to David for these two reports.
At almost the eleventh hour, Pennsylvania Governor
Ed Rendell shifted $68 million in federal highway funds
to SEPTA and PAT, thereby averting service cuts or layoffs until the end of the fiscal year in June. This is part
of a $412 million bail-out that should keep all transit service running through January, 2007. PAT immediately
announced that it would not implement the planned 25cent fare increase or any of the service cuts.
Years ago, subway/elevated lines used marker lights
on the front of their trains to designate the destination
(Continued on page 15)
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and line of the particular train. By looking at these
marker lights, Towermen and Dispatchers would know
how to route the train. Many passengers also understood this system. NYC Transit discontinued this practice in the 1980s. The last car class that was delivered
with them were the R-38s, and after they and the R-32s
were rebuilt, the end bonnets no longer had a place for
marker lights. Member Lee Winson sent a report that
SEPTA still uses marker lights on the Broad Street Subway, and publicizes this fact on its maps. This is the
arrangement today:
• White – Local, all stops
• Green – Express, stops only at selected stations
• Yellow – Broad/Ridge Spur – trains operate to 8th
& Market via Ridge Avenue
• Blue – Special, extra service to special events
such as specials to the Pattison Avenue Sports
Complex
There is a note concerning the express trains, and it
reads: “The stops that express trains make has varied
over the years. Express service began in the late 1950s
when express tracks were added to the tunnel. Consult
a current map or schedule for current stops. An ‘express
station’ — an island platform serving both tracks — is
not necessarily an express stop.”
Less than a week after receiving the information that
appears in the paragraph below, member Harry Pinsker
notified me that the whole thing was put on hold. Nonetheless, with Harry’s approval, I decided to keep the
report in for the data that it contained.
It was not yet spring when SEPTA announced a
“Spring Cleaning” as it pertained to its older unused rolling stock. All un-rebuilt PCCs as well as other cars have
been advertised for sale. Some of the PCCs had seen
service on the Chestnut Hill Trolley and the Holiday
Loops.
PCCs: 2168 (green), 2728 (silver), 2799 (maroon),
2194 (work car — orange), 2054 (air car — silver), and
2160 (work car — green). Also, derelict PCC GOH cars
at Midvale that were not sold to Brookville for conversion to PCC-II cars: 2117, 2150, 2748, and 2799
Broad Street Subway cars: 1, 51, 1025, and 166
Market-Frankford Budd cars: 610, 628, 632, 639, 845,
and 846
Sweeper: C145
Not on the list, but most likely to be sold also, are
PCC 2732 (green with silver roof) and 2785 (green).
After the sale of the above cars, only two historic PCC
cars would remain at SEPTA: 2733, which is on display
at 1234 Market Street (SEPTA Headquarters) and PCC
2187, a work car, painted orange, which would be the
only PCC that would still be operable. The 18 PCC-II
cars are stored at Elmwood, waiting for the return of
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Route 15 service, possibly by June of this year. Finally,
Peter Witt 8534 was returned to its owner, BVTA. It is at
Scranton and will be put on display.
In the January Bulletin we reported that SEPTA utilized some of its PCC-IIs in a special service in the University City District on October 16, 2004. Cinders reported that the cars that were used were 2320, 2324,
and 2328. Also from Cinders: Last October, the last
Reading Blueliner, 9125, was sold to the New Hope &
Ivyland Railroad. 9125 had been the crew car on
SEPTA’s wire train until its replacement by former NJ
Transit Arrow II 1237, which has been renumbered 601.
For the annual Philadelphia Flower Show, SEPTA,
besides operating extra service, also offered some special promotional fares for those who were attending.
The event was held between March 6 and 13, at the
Pennsylvania Convention Center, which occupies the
same site as Reading Terminal (Market East station).
The Bouquet Pass, which was sold at a cost of $8, provided unlimited transportation on all of SEPTA’s regional
rail, subway, trolley, and bus lines. SEPTA sales offices
sold admission tickets at a cost of $21 (adult) and $12
(child) and included a $5 discount.
SEPTA's Metro page reported, as mentioned on the
previous page, that three Frankford “L” stations,
Church, Berks, and Huntingdon, will be rebuilt. As previously reported, they are the final remaining stations to
be reconstructed as part of SEPTA’s almost 20-year
effort to rebuild the 5.25-mile eastern end of the MarketFrankford Line. The Frankford “L” was built in 1922 as
an extension to the Market Street Subway-”L.” While the
Market Street Line was built by the Philadelphia Rapid
Transit Company, the Frankford extension and trains for
it were built by the City of Philadelphia and leased to
PRT. (The Broad Street Subway and its trains were also
built by the city and leased to PRT.) Thanks again to
Lee Winson for this report.
Washington, D.C. area
For several years, there has been a cross-honoring
arrangement in effect between Virginia Railway Express
and MARC. The initial intention was to increase ridership on both services and increase cooperation across
state lines. Unfortunately, MARC riders realized very
few benefits from the program, as VRE has significantly
fewer southbound morning trains than MARC has
northbound (and vice versa in the evening). After looking at ridership patterns, VRE realized that the agreement was completely one-sided and, together with
MARC, has decided to end the cross-honor agreement
effective April 25, 2005. VRE passengers will be required to pay the regular MARC fares when they continue their commute on MARC.
Until April 1, Virginia Railway Express accepted comments from the public on a plan that would increase rail
fares, modify the discount ticket structure, and institute
a $2 step-up fare for Amtrak tickets. The problem is the
(Continued on page 16)
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same one that is affecting many transit agencies. For
fiscal year 2006, VRE’s budget requires an additional
5.5%, or approximately $1 million, for ongoing operations. An additional $525,060 is being contributed by
local jurisdictions, but overall fare revenue needs to rise
2.75%. VRE proposes to increase the Monthly ticket
discount from 33% to 34% and decrease the 10-Trip
ticket discount from 10% to 8%. There would be no
change in fare discount to the 5-Day pass or the single
or round trip ticket. The actual percentage of fare increase will vary depending on the type of ticket purchased and the zones traveled. Most increases will be
less than 3% and no rider will have more than an overall 5% increase in his or her fare.
Manassas Line passengers who rode Train #328 (6:45
Manassas) on March 16 had a special visitor on-board.
He was none other than the VRE’s CEO, Dale Zehner,
who was there for an on-board "Meet the Management."
While Mr. Zehner normally commutes on VRE, he took
this opportunity to field commuters’ questions about
VRE service. Additional dates and trains are being
planned, and he was expected to ride on a Fredericksburg Line train before the end of the month.
Tampa, Florida
For the third consecutive year, HARTline's (TECO)
light rail proposal has gotten a “not recommended” rating on the "Annual Report on New Starts." The Federal
Transit Administration has notified the transit agency
that the light rail proposal will not make a list of projects
recommended to receive money for planning and construction. HARTline officials say the letter essentially
kills light rail in Hillsborough County any time in the near
future. And it means the agency will focus more on improving bus service. Thanks to member Dennis Zaccardi for this report.
North Florida
Two elected officials from Orange County and Orlando
have revived plans for a light rail system that would
connect Orlando’s airport and the Orange County Convention Center on International Drive in downtown Orlando. It was in December, 1999, that a similar project
was stopped when Governor Jeb Bush transferred state
funding for the planned 72-mile system (June, 2000
Bulletin) to road construction. There were other problems when some of the Orange County Commissioners
could not agree on who would pay the local share and
the downtown routing. This time, the local officials are in
agreement on the routing. Thanks to Dennis Zaccardi
for the report.
South Florida
This month, Tri-Rail expects to open a 5.4-mile section
of double-track railroad between Belvedere Road and
45th Street in Palm Beach County. The transit agency is
hoping that these additional tracks will help to improve
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the on-time performance of its trains.
Little Rock, Arkansas
By mid-February, Little Rock’s trolley had carried its
50,000th passenger since service began on November
1, 2004. The Arkansas Democrat-Gazette reported
that no accidents have occurred, and no side-view mirrors have been ripped from vehicles parked along the
route. Only one parked vehicle blocking the line has
been towed, and no major breakdowns have occurred
on any of the three streetcars. Prior to the start of operations, motorists were cautioned about parking along
the route, especially in the River Market District, which
is narrow. To assist motorists, a white line was painted
in the street to denote where vehicles should not be.
The busiest day of the week is Saturday, when ridership
averages 1,115. By all accounts, Little Rock officials are
declaring the 2½ mile line a success. Thanks to member Karl Groh for sending the report.
Seattle, Washington
Sound Transit opened bids in February for the last
major construction contract for building the initial segment of Central Link light rail. The lowest bid for the
Tukwila section of the route came in $24.7 million below
the cost that Sound Transit's engineers estimated. This
contract is for the southernmost section, approximately
five miles of predominantly elevated trackway extending
from the southern end of Seattle’s Rainier Valley to Tukwila. Of the ten contracts that have been awarded, only
one has come in over estimate.
San Francisco, California
After losing two contracts (by not bidding), to operate
commuter service, Amtrak successfully retained the
CalTrain contract. Previously Amtrak chose not to bid
on the contract renewals for Boston and the Los Angeles Metrolink service. Under the terms of the contract
extension, which runs through June, 2009, Amtrak will
continue operating CalTrain’s commuter service between San Francisco, San Jose, and Gilroy. There are
two one-year options. CalTrain will pay Amtrak approximately $180 million during the three years of the contract extension, subject to the fulfillment of performance
clauses. Amtrak has been the contract operator of the
CalTrain service since 1992. Thanks to Robert Hansen
for the news.
Recognizing the rich history of electric rail transportation in the Bay Area, a group of local merchants commissioned a painter to create a mural on one of the
walls of the former station in Piedmont. Member Dennis
Cavagnaro sent me an interesting letter which briefly
describes some of these trolley and interurban services.
Dennis wrote: “Oakland is across the Bay from San
Francisco and the two cities are now connected by the
Oakland Bay Bridge (damaged in the 1989 earthquake)
and BART. Before the bridge was built in 1937, two
separate electric interurban railways served the East
Bay (Oakland, Berkeley, Piedmont, Alameda, and
(Continued on page 17)
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Emeryville) and San Francisco, by delivering passengers to the ferries. After the Bay Bridge was completed,
three electric railroads operated over it. Two ceased
operations in 1941, leaving only the Key System. The
Key had five routes (A, B, C, E, and F) from the East
Bay to San Francisco. Key also operated the street
lines in Oakland and Berkeley (until 1948).
“Key System articulated units operated over the bridge
until 1958. At that time, the tracks were removed and
replaced by automobile lanes. Twenty-nine units were
sold to the General Urquiza Railway in Buenos Aires,
Argentina. (Editor’s Note – I rode in some of those cars
when I visited in 1967.) Two units in operating condition
survive at the Western Railroad Museum in Buena
Vista, California. Line ‘C’ ran through Oakland to Piedmont, which had a covered station at 40th and Piedmont
Avenues. This pie-shaped station now houses a coffee
shop, and its interior walls are decorated with a dozen
B&W photos of trains and streetcars. On the mural,
which was completed in January of this year, are featured Key System 159 and the man holding the key, the
system’s founder, Francis Marion ‘Borax’ Smith. The
key was chosen as it was a rough map of the system.” (Please see photo below.)

*A few days after writing the paragraph above, I received an email
from one of our members which contained an article from the UnionTribune (March 2) reporting that San Diego Trolley officials announced that the opening date would be July 9, and that there would
be no charge for riding until July 10. The official opening ceremonies
are to be held on July 8. On March 1, it was reported that crews had
conducted low-speed tests along a section of the line, using one of
the LRVs. The centerpiece of the project is a 4,000-foot tunnel and
underground station at San Diego State University. There is also lots
of public artwork at the station. This new line will be known as the
Green Line.

Los Angeles, California
As a result of the January 26 crash which resulted in
the death of 11 and injury to another 200, Metrolink has
imposed a prohibition on passengers being seated in
the first 11 seats of a car that is being pushed by the
engine. This restriction will remain in effect while the
accident investigation is being conducted by the National Transportation Safety Board and others.
Calgary, Alberta, Canada
On December 20, Calgary Transit awarded Siemens
Transportation Systems a C$120 million (US$99 million)
contract to construct 33 SD-160 LRVs. Delivery of the
first cars is set for the fall of 2006. The history of Siemens-supplied LRVs goes all the way back to 1978,
and the order will bring the fleet up to 150.
London, United Kingdom
For a period of twenty months, which began in January, travelers at Heathrow Airport Terminal 4 have to
take a shuttle bus to the Piccadilly Line station at Hatton
Cross. The reason: construction of an extension to a
fifth terminal at the airport, which is set to open in
March ,2008. Shuttle buses run every five minutes, but
the trip can add about ten minutes to trip time. The stop
for Terminals 1, 2, and 3 is not affected. Hatton Cross is
the first station outside of the airport. Of course, passengers have other options like the Heathrow Express,
which requires just 15 minutes, but at a cost of about
$26.50 (one-way) or $49.50 (round-trip). One-way fares
via the Piccadilly Line are $7.20 at $1.90 to the pound.
From the History Files
35 Years Ago: In April, 1970, the Canadian Pacific
Railway placed the first Gallery cars into service on the
Rigaud Line. Canadian Vickers built nine cars, 900-901
(cabs) and 920-926 (trailers). In 1982, all were conDennis Cavagnaro photograph veyed to STM, predecessor to Agence Metropolitaine
de Transport, and they are still in service today.
San Diego, California
25 Years Ago: On April 26, 1980, Amtrak retired the
Western Transit reported that the Metropolitan Transit System held a public hearing in December to solicit last GG-1, which was assigned on that day as the mocomments on proposed bus routing changes in the tive power for the Broadway Limited. The name BroadEastern Mission Valley when the Mission Valley Exten- way Limited disappeared into railroad history on Sepsion opens this June*, between Rancho San Diego and tember 9, 1995.
News items and comments concerning this column may be
La Mesa. There will be four new stations in the 5.8-mile
section: Grantville, San Diego University, 70th Street, emailed to NYDnewseditor@aol.com.
and Alvarado Medical Center.
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Around New York’s Transit System
42nd Street Shuttle Train is “Wrapped”
A three-car train of R-62A cars on the 42nd Street
Shuttle was recently “wrapped” in advertisements for
“Deadwood,” a show appearing on Home Box Office
(HBO). The “wrapping” included the seats, doors,
seats, ceilings, and interior walls, not just the usual advertising spaces. When News Editor Randy Glucksman
and his son, Marc, observed the train on March 3, the
consist was N-1926-1927-1930-S. Although all advertising spaces in a given car (or, at least, on one side of a

given car) have been dedicated to a single advertiser
for several years, we believe that this is the first time
that an entire train has received this treatment. According to The New York Times, HBO paid $100,000.
“Redbird” Becomes Exhibit in Queens
R-33 9075 was recently repainted at Coney Island
Shops and was delivered to Queens Borough Hall on
January 25 for use as a static display outside the building. It was graffitied soon thereafter, and, upon repair of
the damage, a 24-hour police guard was established.

CAR ASSIGNMENTS AND DEVIATIONS THEREFROM
by Bill Zucker
On or about February 1, 2005, several trains of R-32s that had been used in Q service started being used in N
service instead.
DATE

LINE

TYPE OF CARS

January 31, 2005

B

R-68

February 24, 2005

W

R-68

March 9, 2005

A

Train composed of S-4 R-38s, 2 R-32s, 4 R-38s-N

March 9, 2005

C

Train composed of S-4 R-32s, 2 R-38s, 2 R-32s-N

March 18, 2005

B

R-68A

DATE

SUBWAY
FARE

DATE

SUBWAY
FARE

July 1, 1948

10 cents

July 3, 1981

75 cents

July 25, 1953

15 cents

January 2, 1984

90 cents

July 5, 1966

20 cents

January 1, 1986

$1.00

January 4, 1970

30 cents

January 1, 1992

$1.25

January 5, 1972

35 cents

November 12, 1995

$1.50

September 1, 1975

50 cents

May 4, 2003

$2.00

MetroCard Prices Rose on February 27
(Continued from page 1)

When the fare was increased to ten cents on July 1,
1948, the turnstile slots were altered to accept dimes.
But when the fare rose again to 15 cents on July 25,
1953, NYC Transit switched to tokens, which were occasionally changed to discourage hoarders from making
a profit after fares were increased.
The first MetroCard was sold on January 6, 1994 and
new turnstiles accepting MetroCards and tokens were
installed gradually. When MetroCards were introduced,
Railroad Clerks’ titles were changed to Station Agent.
NYC Transit expected to discontinue tokens, but many
passengers did not like the complicated MetroCards.
Agents stopped selling tokens on April 13, 2003, just
before the fare was increased to two dollars.

SUBWAY FARES

During the intervening years, fares were increased June 28, 1980
regularly, as shown in the following table:
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60 cents
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THIRD AVENUE “L” QUIT 50 YEARS AGO
When the last Third Avenue “L” train ran express service resulted in an increase of
south of 149th Street on May 12, 1955, it nearly 14 million passengers from 1916 to
marked the end of an era of rapid transit in 1917. Passenger traffic reached a maximum
Manhattan. The elevated was the sole form of 158,557,789 in 1917. When the Lexington
of rapid transit until the First Subway opened Avenue Subway was extended to the Bronx
in 1904. The subway was extremely popular on August 1, 1918, everyone knew that Third
and the extensions gradually siphoned the Avenue “L” traffic would decline. Passenger
traffic from the old elevated lines, most of total for 1919, the first full year of Lexington
which were discontinued at Unification in Avenue Subway operation, was 20 million
less than the
1940. The Third
1917 total.
Av e n u e
“L,”
The extension of
which was the
the elevated to
busiest, became
W hite
Plains
a rarity and manRoad on October
aged to survive
4, 1920 and the
in
Manhattan
beginning of eveuntil May 12,
ning express ser1955 and in the
vice
in
1923
Bronx until April
helped boost rid28, 1973.
ing 3 million in
This article will
1921 and again
analyze the rise
in 1924. Howand fall of pasever, these insenger traffic on
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BMT BROADWAY LINE TRACK PLANS
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ing and the above abandonments, passenger traffic fell

Third Avenue “L” Quit 50 Years Ago

DATE

(Continued from page 1)

in 1940 and 1942 did not divert passengers to the Third
Avenue “L,” where riding continued declining slightly,
reaching a new low in 1944. Wartime shortages of automobiles and gasoline and the wartime business boom
must have helped boost riding by 13 million passengers
in two years, making the 1946 total the highest since
1933.
Postwar riding fell on nearly all transit systems. Third
Avenue “L” riding declined rapidly. This decline was accelerated by the abandonment of major portions of the
line between 1950 and 1955. On December 22, 1950,
service was discontinued between South Ferry and
Chatham Square and between Gun Hill Road and 241st
Street. Weekday evening and all weekend service south
of 149th Street was discontinued on March 14, 1952.
The City Hall station was closed on December 31, 1953
and all service south of 149th Street stopped running on
May 12, 1955. As a result of the decline in postwar rid-

Looking north from Chatham Square, upper level.
Bernard Linder collection

MUDC
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TOTAL

November 17, 1948
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76

—

515

January 18, 1949

386

42

67

—

495

August 23, 1949

361

42

55

—

458

March 17, 1950

365
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—

449

April 21, 1950

357

42

12

30

441

October 30, 1950
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—

—
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420

March 14, 1951

288

—

—

72

360

July 24, 1953
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—

—

72

273

July 28, 1954
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—

—

72

238

November 3, 1954

150

—

—

72

222

April 29, 1955

140

—

—

72

212

Another view of Chatham Square.
Bernard Linder collection

Harlem River Bridge, looking north, May 9, 1955.
Bernard Linder photograph
Rebuilding Chatham Square, February 8, 1915.
Bernard Linder photograph

(Continued on page 5)
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Third Avenue “L” Quit 50 Years Ago
(Continued from page 4)

Harlem River Bridge, looking north from 129th Street station, May 9,
1955.
Bernard Linder photograph

Three-car South Ferry-129th Street Local at 129th Street, May, 1940.
Bernard Linder collection

99th Street Yard, which closed April 30, 1949.
Bernard Linder collection
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TECH TALK
by Jeffrey Erlitz
Track 2 (southbound local) between Nereid Avenue and
219th Street. The thru spans have been replaced at all
four stations, with waterproofing in the thru span areas
now complete at 219th and 225th Streets. The reinstallation of the track at these two stations has started while
the waterproofing at 231st Street and Nereid Avenue
continues. Steel repairs on the middle track (Track M)
continue between Nereid Avenue and 241st Street.
Slattery Skanska is now just past the halfway point in
the construction of the new maintenance shop and car
washer at Corona Yard. This is a huge project, costing
$207.8 million.
The tunnel lighting on the Fourth Avenue Line is being
rehabbed under contract E-33801 and is almost 90%
done. In fact, the section from 95th Street to 9th Street
already has all of the new lighting fixtures turned on.
The section from 9th Street to Pacific Street should be
done by September.
Slattery Skanska is also working on contract E-33815,
the rehabilitation of the tunnel lighting on the Queens
Boulevard Line from Lexington Avenue to Queens
Plaza. The contractor is a little more than ⅓ of the way
done.
Rosewood Contracting is 80% done in its rehabilitation of five pump facilities on the Eighth Avenue Line
between the Chambers Street and 23rd Street stations.
This $18.3 million project is scheduled to be complete
by the end of this July.
Whitmann Plumbing Associates is 94% complete on
its installation of dry standpipes in 42 stations all over
the subway system under contract E-40822. Whitmann
should wrap up by mid-June.
I never mentioned this before but, under the Canarsie
Line CBTC project (S-32701), trains will, under normal
circumstances, operate fully automatically from door
close to door open at the next station. The Train Operator will keep his/her hand pressed down on the controller handle in, I believe, the emergency brake position,
while the train accelerates, maintains speed, and decelerates for the next station. This should have the effect
of having nearly identical running times for each train on
the line.
Jeff may be contacted via e-mail at jbe456@optonlinenet.

During April, the Long Island Rail Road installed new
third rail on Tracks 1 and 2 of the Main Line between
Mineola and Hicksville. M-7s at least as high as 7415
are now in service. The new signal system that is being
installed on the Montauk Branch from Babylon to Montauk is being done with color light signals, not position
light, as has been the PRR/LIRR standard for many,
many years. Of course, the East River tunnels and the
underground portions of the Atlantic Branch have had
color light signals since 1910 and 1905, respectively. At
one time, both the Long Beach and Bay Ridge
Branches also were equipped with color light signals.
The first cut-ins for the new signal system on the Concourse Line is scheduled to take place in June. This will
be the section from north of 145th Street to north of 161st
Street and includes one Central Instrument Room at
155th Street and one Relay Room at 161st Street.
Schiavone Construction has been hard at work on
Phase 2 of the Times Square station rehabilitation project, contract A-35920. This $117.7 million project is
now 66% complete and should reach beneficial use by
June of next year. On the 7 platform, almost all of the
tile work has now been completed. The mosaic tile samples for the NQRW station have been approved. Tile
work on the southbound side is 90% complete while the
northbound side is about 60% complete. Floor and wall
tile installation is just about done in the Eighth Avenue
passageway.
Out on the Fulton Street Line, the Euclid Avenue ADA
project (contract A-35930) is now nearly 80% complete.
Gibraltar Contracting is installing three elevators under
this $14.3 million project, which is scheduled to be completed by this June.
M.A. Angeliades is now just past the halfway point in
the historic restoration of the Simpson Street station on
the Lenox Avenue-White Plains Road Line. This $13.5
million project should wrap up by the end of this August.
Contract C-33823 is going to be the tunnel rehabilitation of the (BMT) Broadway Line from Whitehall Street
to Canal Street. This project is now in design and construction should start by the end of July next year.
The structural rehabilitation of the White Plains Road
Line north of E. 180th Street (contract C-34574) is now
about 80% complete. Work is currently being done on

CORRECTION
In the April, 2005 issue, page 6, column 2, line 7 should read, “tracks 7 and 8” (not “tracks 1 and 2”).
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Commuter and Transit Notes

by Randy Glucksman

Bronx stops since slow customer boardings are
expected at these stations.
• New Haven (Saturday) – Because the Harlem and
New Haven Lines share tracks from Woodlawn
south, this Harlem Line track work also affects
Saturday-only trains. These inbound local trains
leave Stamford 2 minutes later, at 3:32, 4:32, and
5:32 PM.
• New Haven (Weekday) – In response to customer
requests, stops at Rowayton, East Norwalk,
Greens Farms, and Southport have been added to
Train #1588 (9:37 PM Grand Central Terminal/
New Haven. This change closes a 75-minute gap
in service to these stations on weekday evenings.
Finally, Train #3538, a Friday-only train to New
Haven, now departs 3 minutes earlier, at 2:57 PM,
and Train #1593 (9:09 PM New Haven/Grand
Central Terminal) now departs 7 minutes later, at
9:16 PM.
With continuing deliveries of M-7s, the ACMUs are out
of service and M-1s are being scrapped. During a ride
on the Harlem Line on March 22, I saw the following
cars south of Fleetwood being prepared for disposal:
8286-8307, 8322/23, 8326/27, 8358/59, 8366/67, and
8368/69. I did observe one 9-car train of ACMUs as I
passed North White Plains Yard. That same day, FL-9m
2014 was the motive power on the Wassaic-Southeast
shuttle.
Mileposts for March had an article about the rebuilding program for the M-2s, although it was called the
equivalent of an “Extreme Makeover.” The Critical System Replacement (CSR) Program being done in conjunction with CDOT is breathing new life into these 30year-old cars. Being replaced are propulsion and lighting systems, as well as toilets and floors. In the two
years that CSR has been in place, the MDBF (Mean
Distance Between Failures) has increased. In 2004,
cars that had not gone through the program averaged
49,434 miles, while those that had been overhauled
averaged 98,676 miles, nearly double. In terms of numbers of cars, as of this past January, 68 of the 240 M-2s
had been completed. Each car requires about a month
of shop time. The program is expected to be finished by
2008.
An analysis of rolling stock used on the New Haven
Line has found that by the end of this year the average
age of the equipment will be 25 years. As a comparison,
the Harlem and Hudson fleet, after delivery of 300 M-7s,
will average 8 years. As new rolling stock is years away,
both agencies have undertaken a project to repair the
critical systems in the M-2 fleet (please refer to the pre-

MTA Metro-North Railroad (East)
New timetables under General Order No. 301 went
into effect at 2:01 AM April 3, and will remain in effect
through October 1. On the Hudson Line and Harlem
Lines, these changes affect only weekend trains. The
New York Times reported that these schedules have
been “tweaked” so that trains appear to be running on
time more often. The railroad will not be changing the
starting of finishing times, only some of the intermediate
station departure times. This will affect approximately
one-third of the 606 daily trains. Metro-North President
Peter A. Cannito agrees that doing this is risky, and the
new timetables are not intended to improve reliability,
but rather to increase customer satisfaction. Recent
surveys have shown rider dissatisfaction with OTP. The
time that is being re-allocated is what is known as
“recovery time” or “pad.” This can explain why a train is
late at many stations, but on-time at the terminal. Many
railroads follow this practice. I can remember an Amtrak
trip to Washington, D.C., where we were running 16
minutes late at BWI Airport, but arrived in Washington,
D.C. Union Station on time! Prior to 1990, Metro-North’s
standard for a late train was one that was more than 5
minutes 29 seconds late. At that time it adopted the
LIRR’s definition – 5 minutes 59 seconds.
Other changes:
• Hudson – Due to station rehabilitation projects at
Hastings, Dobbs Ferry, and Ardsley, three trains
that originate at Croton-Harmon depart 8 minutes
earlier than the previous schedules. Instead of 40
minutes after the hour, the departure times are
9:32, 10:32, and 11:32 AM. Three Grand Central
Terminal/Poughkeepsie trains now depart 13 minutes earlier, at 4:51, 5:51, and 6:51 PM. In addition, three trains to Croton-Harmon (#8747, 8749,
and 8753) depart Grand Central Terminal 6 minutes later, at 4:56, 5:56, and 6:56 PM.
• Harlem – Because of track work (and singletracking) between Valhalla and Hawthorne, trains
to Southeast depart Grand Central 2 minutes later,
at 50 minutes after the hour. Connecting trains to
Wassaic also leave Southeast 2 minutes later.
Also, Saturday-only train #9653, the 6:18 PM
Grand Central Terminal/Southeast, is bypassing
Valhalla and Hawthorne, and the train departs 3
minutes later, at 6:21 PM. Ongoing station rehabilitation work at Melrose, Tremont, and Fordham
requires the use of bridge plates for boarding because the track next to the platform will be out of
service on weekends. Therefore, an additional 2
to 3 minutes have been added to the schedules of
Lower Harlem weekend trains making multiple

(Continued on page 8)
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replacement of three undergrade bridges in
Darien and Norwalk - $ 67 million, August, 2004January, 2009. Track outages began last month,
with a three-month outage on Track 4 from South
Norwalk to Stamford for catenary bridge foundation work.
• Catenary “C” – Replacement of 18.8 track miles of
wire from CP 241 to CP 261 (Devon). This project
will be completed in three phases and includes
undergrade bridge work and major rehabilitation
of Walk and Saga moveable bridges - cost to be
determined, January, 2007-September, 2014.
• Catenary “D” – Replacement of 24 track miles of
wire from CP 261 to CP 271 in New Haven, including replacement of three undergrade bridges
along the right-of-way - $83 million, April, 2001September, 2006. Current outage on Track 2 is to
be complete this August. At that time, Track 4 will
be taken out of service for approximately one
year.
MTA Metro-North Railroad (West)
Rail photography on the Hoboken Division could get a
little more interesting, but just be careful where you
stand when you snap the shutter, due to NJ Transit’s
photography policies. Two former Amtrak F-40s will be
leased from the Morristown & Erie Railway so that
seven of Metro-North’s locomotives can be sent for
overhaul. It had been expected that NJ Transit would be
able to provide replacements for these units, but
“changes to both NJT’s and MNR’s operations as well
as delays in the delivery of NJT’s new diesel locomotives, has inhibited NJT’s ability to provide replacement
locomotives.” The locomotives that will be leased for up
to 42 months meet all cab signal and other requirements and the cost should not exceed $200,000.
Motive Power, Incorporated was awarded an
$8,550,000 contract to overhaul 7 GP-40-FH-2s, 41844190. These units were delivered between 1988 and
1992, having been rebuilt from former Union Pacific and
Conrail GP-40s. Under the terms of the contract, 2 units
will be done this year, 3 in 2006, and the remaining 2 in
2007. MPI was not the low-bidder. That distinction went
to Norfolk-Southern, but because N-S was unable to
commit to a project delivery schedule, it did not get this
contract.
MTA Long Island Rail Road
The schedule for Shea Stadium service from April 11May 22 is now available.
NJ Transit
Again this year, the return to Daylight Saving Time did
not dictate a timetable change. The March/April edition
of FYI reported the following:
The departure times of many trains are being adjusted
by a few minutes to improve reliability and connections
with other services, to provide room for new trains, and
to accommodate construction on the North Jersey

Commuter and Transit Notes
(Continued from page 7)

vious paragraph). The cost of the whole project is $150
million, of which Metro-North is providing $52 million.
CDOT purchased 33 Mafersa cars from Virginia Railway Express last year with the goal of adding 2,000
seats to New Haven Line trains. However, only a handful of the cars have entered service on Shore Line East
trains. When these cars are in service, the Bombardier
cars will be shifted to New Haven/Grand Central Terminal service. CDOT is looking to lease 8 locomotives
from Amtrak, which would be P-40s, not F-40s as was
previously reported. One diesel train was added in
2004, and with the acquisition of the P-40s and transfer
of CDOT Bombardier coaches, two additional diesel
trains would be operating. This spring, CDOT was going
out to bid for six new dual-mode locomotives, with an
option for four more. To plan for the future, CDOT and
Metro-North are formulating a plan to purchase approximately 360 EMUs that would accomplish the following:
• Replace the entire M-2 fleet
• Replace mainline diesel trains (see above)
• Replace Shore Line East trains with EMUs
• Provide seats to meet ridership demand through
2015
The cost is approximately $1 billion, based on a unit
cost of $3.5 million for each rail car. You can add about
$350 million for the new maintenance shop in New Haven. $350 million is Metro-North’s share of the program;
the State of Connecticut would be responsible for the
balance.
Several infrastructure projects have been planned for
the New Haven Line. CP 216 in New Rochelle would be
reconfigured to add Interlockings at CP 215 and CP
217, to provide additional flexibility for the center island
platform at New Rochelle and allow for efficient access
for Amtrak trains merging from the Hell Gate Line at
Shell Interlocking.
In 1995, Metro-North completed the replacement of
the catenary within New York State, and the State of
Connecticut has completed the portion of the line from
the State Line to CP 232 in Stamford. The project has
been divided into four sections which are listed below,
along with the estimated costs, completion dates and
current status:
• Catenary “A” – Replacement of 32 track miles of
wire from the state line to CP 232 including replacement of three undergrade bridges in Greenwich - $57 million, May, 2000-May, 2005. All catenary work is complete. The Greenwich station is
complete with the exception of the pedestrian
overpass and electrical work at platforms, which
are to be complete by this month.
• Catenary “B” – Replacement of 30 track miles of
wire from CP 235 to CP 241 in Norwalk, including

(Continued on page 9)
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$15 million for the project that would restore rail service
using DMUs on the New York, Susquehanna & Western
tracks from Hawthorne and Paterson to Hackensack.
The line is presently served only by freight trains. Passenger trains last ran on the “Susie Q” on June 30,
1966. The Star-Ledger reported that with existing funds
and a state commitment of $10 million, about $31 million has been committed to the $60 million project.
There still needs to be a Senate bill and a signature by
the President.
On March 22, NJ Transit held another public hearing,
this one in Freehold Township, about the MonmouthOcean-Middlesex (MOM) rail project. According to the
draft environmental impact statement (DEIS), the following describes the three routing possibilities. The first two
would connect with the North Jersey Coast Line, while
the third would join the Northeast Corridor Line. All
would require changing trains in Newark to an electric
train to New York. (See chart on next page.)
While gathering data for a soon-to-be published roster
of NJ Transit’s coaches, I waited in NY Penn Station to
get a look at the commuter club car that still operates
on the North Jersey Coast Line. The car, renumbered
5459 from its original 5759, retains its mid-car partition,
with a door. In the east end of the car, there are 24 material-covered reclining chairs and 15 standard blue vinyl(?)-covered seats. The west end of the car is available for regular passenger use and looks just like all of
the overhauled Comet IIs. You can find this car on
Trains #3224 (7:11 Long Branch/NY Penn) and #3269
(5:33 NY Penn/Long Branch).
One year after the start-up of RiverLINE service, NJ
Transit officials were pleased with the progress that has
been made even though ridership did not meet projections of 5,900 daily riders. The Burlington County
Times reported that weekday riders bought 4,394
monthly passes since the line began selling them. In
April, 2004, the line's first full month of operation, NJ
Transit sold 212 monthly passes. In March, 2005, the
agency sold 491 monthly passes. During last summer
ridership averaged more than 5,000 trips each weekday, with the July figure climbing to an average of 5,795
trips. However, with the colder weather, ridership
dropped to an average of 4,816 in December. But during the first three weeks of February the average daily
weekday ridership inched back over the 5,000 mark.
Port Authority Trans-Hudson Corporation
Finally, after years of “talking about it,” the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey awarded Kawasaki
Rail Car, Incorporated a $499 million contract to construct 340 PA-5 cars. They will be an updated version of
MTA New York City Transit’s R-142 cars, but a PA grinning Chairman Anthony R. Coscia was quoted in The
New York Times as saying: “Our price on a per-car
basis is actually lower than they paid, but we’re getting
a better car.” In addition, $310 million will be spent for

Commuter and Transit Notes
(Continued from page 8)

Coast Line.
Several new trains will operate on certain lines, providing more seats during peak and off-peak periods and
filling gaps in service.
There are new midday trains on the Main/Bergen
Lines that provide hourly service to all stations between
Ridgewood and Secaucus, which will increase travel
options to New York and New Jersey. This will require
the renumbering of several existing trains.
New express trains will provide additional capacity on
the Northeast Corridor, Boonton, and Main/Bergen
Lines. This will result in more travel options for two recently opened stations, Montclair State University and
Ramsey/Route 17.
NJ Transit carried a record number of passengers last
year, surpassing pre-9/11 records. Rail ridership
reached almost 64 million passenger trips, up 5.2 percent over 2003. The Courier-News reported that with
these statistics, NJ Transit Executive Director George
D. Warrington hinted that the proposed fare increases
that would take effect on July 1 might be trimmed a little
from the average 15% that has been proposed. Light
Rail ridership also increased 24.3% to 11.3 million trips.
Many of these increases are attributable to the opening
of the Montclair Connection, Secaucus Transfer, and
the RiverLINE. The transit agency also added service
on most lines.
The news is positive for the continued use of EMUs
on NJ Transit. NJ-ARP members reported that they attended a meeting during March with NJ Transit officials
who told them that the 230 car Arrow III fleet would be
replaced, not rebuilt (again). And the new car order may
exceed that number because of ADA requirements
which reduce the seating and FRA standards that have
been increased for corner collision posts and end
doors. Scrap stainless steel prices are at an all-time
high, so the Arrow IIIs should fetch top dollar. All cars
would have automatic electronic (not mechanical) voltage change equipment. Lack of this feature doomed the
slightly older Arrow IIs. NJ-ARP also reported that
"Triplets" are not favored by the operating department
so new EMUs and EMUs/DMUs will most likely be married pairs for both types of cars. For the EMUs, all motors probably will be in one unit returning to the motor/
trailer combination that the Lackawanna adopted in
1931.
Another topic of discussion was the installation of
catenary wire from Great Notch to Denville, and that is
a possibility. Other electrification candidates such as the
Raritan Valley Line and Long Branch to Bay Head are
less likely, with service to be provided on those lines by
the EMU/DMU dual-mode multiple units.
In March, the U.S. House of Representatives passed
a $284 billion federal transportation bill that included

(Continued on page 10)
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car maintenance equipment, renovations to the Harrison Maintenance Facility, and preliminary work to upgrade PATH’s signal system. Mr. Coscia did not say if
Kawasaki’s was the low bid, and he also chose not to
identify the other bidders. Kawasaki promised to spend
$128 million in the region on labor and parts. The shells
will be manufactured at KRC’s plant in Lincoln, Nebraska, and very likely the final assembly will be done in
the company’s Yonkers facility. The first of these cars
are expected to arrive in 2008. Interestingly, the PA’s
press release reported that the entire fleet would be
replaced by 2011. Previously, the PA had indicated that
the now nearly 20-year-old PA-4s, which are stainless
steel, would be overhauled.
Metropolitan Area
For the first time in 21 years, New York State has an
on-time budget, although there were still some details to
be worked out as this was written in early April. As far
as transportation goes, $17.9 billion has been allocated
for the MTA. The Legislature also authorized a $2.9 billion transportation bond act that must be approved by
voters this fall. If approved, the monies would be split
evenly between MTA capital projects and statewide
highway/bridge improvements.
Amtrak
On Friday, April 15, a bombshell hit Amtrak. All Acela

ROUTE DESCRIPTION
Lakehurst to Matawan

Lakehurst to Red Bank

Lakehurst to Monmouth
Junction

trainsets were removed from service immediately due to
cracks that were detected in the brakes. An inspection
revealed these cracks were found in 300 of 1,400
brakes that were checked and Amtrak then had to
scramble to put together some trains of Amfleet cars.
The New York Times reported that Amtrak shuffled
equipment and transferred cars from the West Coast.
You might remember that all Acelas were removed from
service during the summer of 2002 due to problems
with the yaw dampers. If there is any good news here, it
is that the work will be done under warranty. NJ Transit
announced that it would supply its own cars on two of
the Clockers, one in each direction. These trains are
already powered by ALP-46s. Those trains are typically
made up of 12-14 Amfleet cars. It seemed that the
situation changed day-by-day, because on Monday, it
was announced that the limited service (one trainset in
service) would remain unchanged thru Friday April 22.
Actually, the trainset only made it to Washington, D.C.,
and did not make a return trip that day. From Tuesday
on, no Acelas were operated. Amtrak then reported that
the brake manufacturer and Bombardier only had 80
replacement sets available. On Wednesday, April 20, it
was announced that Acela service would remain suspended at least until the summer. In place of Acela,
Metroliner service returned effective Monday, April 25.
Ironically, the April 25 timetable was the first one which
did not include the Metroliner service. All thirteen hourly
departures are being covered starting May 2, with

MONMOUTH-OCEAN-MIDDLESEX (M-O-M) LINE ROUTING POSSIBILITIES
RUNNING
PROPOSED
TIME TO
NEWARK NUMBER OF PROPOSED
PROPOSED
EXISTING STA- PENN STADAILY
DAILY
STATIONS
TIONS
RIDERSHIP
TRAINS
TION
Lakehurst
Matawan
1:35
44
10,900
Jackson
South Amboy
Lakewood
Perth Amboy
Freehold Township
Woodbridge
Marlboro
Newark Airport
Morganville
Newark
Lakehurst
Red Bank
1:37
44
7,900
Jackson
Middletown
Lakewood
Hazlet
Howell
Matawan
Eatontown
South Amboy
Perth Amboy
Woodbridge
Newark Airport
Newark
Lakehurst
New Brunswick
1:50
44
9,000
Jackson
Edison
Lakewood
Metuchen
Freehold Township
Metropark
Freehold Borough
Newark Airport
Manalapan
Newark
Jamesburg
South Brunswick

10

CAPITAL
COST
ESTIMATE
(millions)
$730

OPERATING
COST ESTIMATE
(millions)
$45

$600

$42

$860

$49

(Continued on page 11)
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Metroliner service between Washington and New York
each weekday departing both terminals nearly every
hour between 6 AM and 6 PM. This service was increased to every-hour-on-the-hour weekdays from
Washington and New York starting Monday, May 2.
These trains have both Business class and First class
service. Metroliners were supplemented with 20 Regional train roundtrips between Washington and New
York, with most departing at five minutes past the hour.
Starting April 25, Boston-New York weekday trips were
to be at 100 percent of the existing Regional service –
nine roundtrips per day.
With the new timetables that went into effect on April
25, Amtrak instituted a policy that all Regional trains
would be “All Reserved.” This affected every train except the Keystones and (Springfield) Shuttles. Obviously, these timetables were published prior to the
Acela brake problems.
After the last issue went to press, member David W.
Safford reported that Amtrak was laying welded rail on
Track 2 from Paoli to Overbrook, Pennsylvania. The
railroad’s "green train" has dropped rail as far as
Wayne. This is part of a larger plan to rebuild the right of
way through to Harrisburg, as well as restore the catenary to permit electric traction to run again between
Philadelphia and Harrisburg.
From Cinders: Amtrak is modernizing its switcher
fleet. Motive Power Industries has delivered ten GP15D locomotives, 570-579, and 8 GP-38-3 locomotives,
520-527, are being rebuilt from former GO Transit GP40-TCs originally built in 1966. The latter were GO Transit 500-507 and when Amtrak purchased them in October, 1998, they became 192-199. With the arrival of P42s they got bounced to their present numbers.
Miscellaneous
Joseph Boardman has been selected by President
Bush to head the Federal Railway Administration.
Boardman, a career transportation professional, has
been NYSDOT Commissioner since July, 1997. Mr.
Boardman, a lifelong resident of New York, grew up on
a dairy farm in Oneida County and served in the U.S.
Air Force in Vietnam during 1968-69. He is a graduate
of Cornell University and SUNY Binghamton. In an interview with the Associated Press, he said that two of
his priorities would be saving Amtrak and strengthening
our weak rail safety and security system.
The former Metra Gallery cars at the Kawasaki plant
in Yonkers belong to Virginia Railway Express. I got a
good look at the cars and saw V444. Nearby were 8754
plus two other cars for which the numbers were not visible. There was also an LIRR 4000-series car.
Museums
Branford has scheduled the following dates as “Rapid
Transit and Guest Operator Weekends:” May 28/29,
11

June 25/26, July 30/31, August 27/28, September
24/25, and October 22/23 and 29/30.
Other Transit Systems
Boston, Massachusetts
The test that the MBTA conducted on the B Line,
where cars bypassed four stops, Greycliff Road, Mount
Hood Road, Summit Avenue, and Fordham Road, has
ended, and as of March 16, those stations have been
permanently closed. In a poll of 1,142 riders, 73%
wanted the stops eliminated. This test began on April
20, 2004 (please see the June, 2004 Bulletin). Because B Line cars averaged 45 minutes for the trip between Boston College and Government Center and
made 22 stops in just 3.94 miles, many riders opted to
take the bus to speed their commute. It is expected that
removing these four stops, which served 2,500 of the
branch's 30,000 daily riders, could save between 3 and
4 minutes per trip. By comparison, the D Line between
Riverside and Fenway has 13 stops in 9.17 miles and
takes an average of 57 minutes. “T” officials started
looking two years ago at eliminating five stops along
Commonwealth Avenue, based on average boardings
and the proximity of adjacent stops. The Summit Avenue stop, for example, is about a tenth of a mile from
the Washington Street stop. Thanks to member Todd
Glickman for the report.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
From Cinders: SEPTA has issued an RFP (request
for proposals), which was due on March 31, to purchase 50 low-floor trolleybuses. These vehicles would
replace the present fleet of Flyers, which are 25 years
old, and would presumably be assigned to routes out of
Frankford Depot, where much wire work was done in
connection with the new terminal project. Route 36 service will be disrupted from June 19 into September,
while PennDOT rebuilds the Lindbergh Boulevard
Bridge over the CSX main line in Southwest Philadelphia. SEPTA will take advantage of this time and install
new track from 49/Woodland to 54/Lindbergh. SEPTA’s
idle PCC-IIs were put to use on three fan trip charters,
the first of which was held on February 5. The 18th and
final rebuilt car arrived in Philadelphia from Brookville
Equipment on November 23, 2004. The Paoli electric
car shop was demolished last fall as part of the Superfund cleanup of the PCB-contaminated Paoli MU Yard.
In January, the Parsons consulting firm submitted its
report with recommendations for the Schuylkill Valley
Line. A three-phase approach is being recommended:
• Phase I – Re-electrification of the Ivy Ridge Line
(ex-PRR Schuylkill Branch) between Cynwyd and
Ivy Ridge with a new connection to SEPTA’s exReading Norristown Line. R6 Regional Rail trains
could then operate in a loop between Norristown
and Center City using both routes.
• Phase II – Diesel passenger service between 30th
Street Station and Reading via the Ivy Ridge and
(Continued on page 12)
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Norristown Lines to Norristown, then via the Norfolk Southern Harrisburg Line.
• Phase III – Direct service between Reading and
Philadelphia via the Center City Tunnel using
dual-mode locomotives. This would require installation of 600-volt d.c. third rail through the tunnel,
a concept that SEPTA has always opposed.
At around a $700 million cost, this project is far less
expensive than the original SEPTA $2 billion proposal to
build a dedicated electrified line all the way to Reading.
Washington, D.C. area
Metro announced a project in early March to increase
the capacity of its rail cars, by removing seating capacity. Here is how it will work. The program, which is in
two parts, would take 16 of the 3000-series Breda cars,
and remove some of the seats. Two six-car trains would
be created, leaving four spare cars. They would operate
on the Red, Orange, and Green Lines. On one train,
which has been designated as Concept I, the present
64 seats would be reduced by 8 seats. Additional handholds would be installed and placed away from the
doors to reduce crowding at those locations. The Concept II train would have 24 seats removed, leaving 40.
Under Phase I, on-board cameras are being installed on
these cars to record data every Wednesday for at least
three months beginning in June.
Pending approval, and review of data in November,
then the seats would be removed, the hand rails would
be installed, and the camera recordings would be continued. One other suggestion that was considered by
Metro’s Board Planning and Development Committee
include longitudinal seating like MTA New York City
Transit has. For further information, you can check out
Metro’s website at www.wmata.com/about/met_news/
PressReleaseDetail.cfm?ReleaseID=703.
Charlotte, North Carolina
On Saturday, February 26, a groundbreaking ceremony was held for the South Corridor Light Rail line.
This line will be 9.6 miles long and connect Uptown
Charlotte to I-485. There will be 15 stations. Revenue
service is scheduled to begin in the spring of 2007.
Tampa, Florida
In the March Bulletin, I reported on The Breezer,
TECO’s newest car. From an email sent by member
Karl Groh we learn that the car is out of service for an
indefinite period due to asbestos in its controllers.
Those parts have been removed and shipped to Gomaco for abatement.
South Florida
Our members are also train riders. Karl Groh wrote: “I
rode to a meeting in Deerfield Beach on March 19, and
the new track is great, with quad gates at all railroadhighway crossings. Passenger counts are down slightly

due to delays caused by the many finishing touches
under way. Most of the hard work is done. The old draw
span over the South Fork of the New River in Broward
County will remain for freights as the Tri-Rail trains will
cross a new fixed bridge, 3,700 feet long and as high
(55’) as the I-95 span with grades to match. This will be
the final bit of work on making the line a 21st Century
commuter railroad.” Meanwhile, the State of Florida is
negotiating with CSX to take over control of the 72-mile
line, which was purchased by FDOT in the 1980s. At the
present time, CSX controls the operation, maintenance,
and dispatching functions. The biggest bone of contention occurs when CSX dispatchers in Jacksonville give
priority to their freight trains during the morning rush
forcing Tri-Rail commuter trains to wait and fall behind
schedule.
In the beginning, Tri-Rail schedules were rather simple affairs, two-sided on hard stock. Over the years they
grew into booklets, the latest containing 32 pages plus
the cover pages. Member Gary Grahl brought me a
copy of the current edition, dated August, 2004. He also
gave me copies of a fold-up-sized edition which has
eight panels, and half of them have the train schedules
for daily and weekends in both directions.
Cleveland, Ohio
March 15 was the 50th anniversary of the opening of
Cleveland’s Rapid. In advance of that day, I emailed the
GCRTA to inquire if anything special was going to be
done to recognize this event. No response was received and upon checking the agency’s website, no
press release was issued. However, the RTA did hold a
board meeting on that date, and one of the items on the
agenda was “to commemorate the 50th anniversary of
the start of heavy-rail Red Line service, from the Windermere station in East Cleveland to Tower City, on
March 15, 1955.” Contrast this with MTA New York City
Transit’s celebration of its subway’s 100th anniversary!
Minneapolis, Minnesota
It has been a while since we have new about the Hiawatha Line. Member Neil Carlson sent an article from
the Minneapolis StarTribune, which reported that according to a survey about 39% of the light rail riders are
converts to public transit and, if not for the trolley, would
be driving alone. A survey of more than 2,000 riders last
year found that 80% of rail patrons have cars and that
44% of riders take a bus to the train. After its first halfyear of service, the line had higher-than-expected ridership and earnings from fares, but startup costs drove
the public subsidy to $3 per ride. Metro Transit says it
expects the subsidy to drop to $2.34 per ride in 2005,
the first full year of service. Ridership this year is about
40,000 rides per month ahead of forecasts made before
the $715 million line opened. In January, boardings
were estimated at 441,845 and, in February, 448,149.
And finally, for the time being MSP Airport officials have
decided against offering light-rail parking at the Hum(Continued on page 13)
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phrey Terminal ramp, saying that all spaces are needed
for airport travelers.
Tucson, Arizona
From the same source of the Tampa news (above),
comes information that a folder on the "Old Pueblo Trolley" operation has as its cover picture one of the former
Brussels single-truckers that ran at the Grand Cypress
Resort in Florida starting in June, 1986.
Seattle, Washington
Fortunately, the plan to eliminate the Waterfront
Streetcar Line has met a lot of opposition. This story
was initially reported in the November, 2004 Bulletin. At
issue is the Seattle Art Museum’s plan for a Sculpture
Garden, which requires the taking of the property where
the maintenance barn is located. In late March, the Port
of Seattle came up with a proposal that would extend
the line north by 1.2 miles (7,200 feet), construct two
new stations, and provide the land for a new maintenance facility. The city plans a pedestrian bridge next
year over the BNSF tracks at Thomas, linking Elliott
Avenue West and Myrtle Edwards Park. The bridges
with an extended trolley line could serve the nearly
15,000 people who work in Lower Queen Anne and
along Elliott Avenue West. The new stations would be
located at West Thomas Street and the other near Terminal 86, the grain terminal. Another email reported that
because the present maintenance facility is a metal prefab, it might be possible to move the building rather
than construct a new one. Best of all, the Port of Seattle
has offered to pay for this project, for which no cost or
funding source had been determined. Thanks to member Harold Geissenheimer for filling in some of the details.
Sound Transit is again operating one train from Tacoma and one from Everett to all home games of the
Seattle Mariners. Return service departs approximately
30 minutes after the game ends.
San Francisco, California
Ridership is up 17%, as a result of the Baby Bullet
train service that CalTrain introduced last June. The
average ridership last September was 31,000. At that
time, 10 express trains, which make the trip in under an
hour, were added between San Jose and San Francisco. CalTrain renewed its contract with Amtrak, which
has been the contract operator since 1992, for three
more years. The $180 million contract comes with two
one-year options. Thanks to Progressive Railroading
for the news.
The ad in Railway Age read: “Budd Cars,” and there
were three photos showing cab car V803, an interior
view of one of the cars, and a train of RDCs stopped at
a station. CalTrain has decided to sell its 2 cab cars and
12 coaches plus spare parts, as a lot. These cars were
13

built by the Budd Company for the Boston & Maine in
1952, and acquired by the MBTA when it took over the
B&M commuter services. In 1982, the “T” sent them to
Boise, Idaho (hence the nickname “Boise Budds”) for
conversion into non-powered trailers and cab cars. CalTrain leased the cars in 2000, but later purchased from
outright from the Virginia Railway Express. CalTrain
described the cars as “featuring push-pull trainline capacity (27 pin AAT Trainline), disc brakes each axle,
stainless steel fluted siding, toilet rooms in both cab
control cars, vinyl seats in theater configuration, painted
interior walls, and ribbed rubber flooring.” They had
been used for the special baseball service. The cars
were available for inspection from March 14 to April 14,
after which sealed bids were to be received until April
27. The minimum acceptable bid was $562,000.
San Francisco-bound commuters now have an option
to continuing to drive into the city. Since last December
7, a sign has been installed on California Highway 24,
near the Rockridge BART station, that provides information on the number of parking spaces that are available.
This was done as part of a project named “smart parking.” The system allows drivers to reserve spaces or
track availability by Internet, cell phone, and PDA, up to
two weeks in advance. Since December 7, more than
400 commuters have availed themselves of the service.
Thanks to Metro Magazine for the report.
Stockton, California
Almost one-third of Altamont Commuter Express trains
were late during the month of February, and that has
resulted in a drop in ridership from 2,750 in November
to 2,400. In response, the San Joaquin Regional Rail
Commission, the operator of the service, has responded by reducing fares 10% across the board
through May 15. The deterioration of OTP has been
attributed to freight train traffic. Union Pacific has been
running extra trains in the Bay Area because of weather
problems in southern California. To avoid this type of
problem from happening in the future, ACE is looking
into long-term ways to reduce the delays, including purchasing sections of track and changing rights-of-way.
Toronto, Ontario, Canada
Mount Pleasant on the Georgetown Line became GO
Transit’s 55th station, when it opened on February 7.
Commuters arriving for the 7:17 and 7:52 AM trains to
Union Station were greeted with free coffee, pastries,
and other goodies . The new station is situated between
Brampton and Georgetown and is the 8th station on the
line. At the present time tickets are being sold from a
trailer as many of the permanent facilities have not
been finished. The schedule calls for all work to be
complete by early 2006.
GO Transit raised the price of each ride by 15 cents
as of March 19. So, a round trip-ticket went up by 30
cents, 10-ride tickets by $1.50 and monthlies by $6.
(Continued on page 14)
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Around New York’s Transit System
Electromagnetic Interference’s Effect on R-142 Cars
An R-142 train lost power recently due to electromagnetic interference (EMI). If an R-142 train develops an
external EMI fault, the train will temporarily lose power
and an indication will appear on the Train Operator Display (TOD) Trouble Screen. The Train Operator must
place the master controller in the full service brake position and notify the Control Center immediately. The propulsion system should reset automatically within two
minutes after the application of a full service brake.
When the EMI fault indication has cleared from the TOD

screen, the Train Operator must notify the Control Center, which will authorize the Train Operator to proceed.
Public Address Announcements
To prevent articles that are left on trains from being
identified as suspicious packages, Conductors and
Dedicated Announcers must make frequent announcements regarding unattended packages. These announcements remind passengers to watch their personal belongings and packages. If they see suspicious
activity or unattended packages, they should notify a
police officer or a transit employee.

Commuter and Transit Notes

From the History Files
50 Years Ago: On May 20, 1955, the Erie Railroad
ended passenger service on its Orange Branch. Freight
service continued and is currently operated by Conrail
Shared Assets during late evening and overnight hours.
A portion of the branch is served by LRVs of the Newark
City Subway, which was extended to Grove Street in
Bloomfield on June 22, 2002.
25 Years Ago: On May 9, 1980, Amtrak’s first AEM-7
was placed into service. Ultimately, with replacements
for two wrecked units, Amtrak purchased 54.
News items and comments concerning this column may be
emailed to NYDnewseditor@aol.com.

(Continued from page 13)

Reduced fares were also raised slightly.
Montréal, Quebec, Canada
Metro-North’s ACMUs may have been the oldest electric commuter cars in North America, but AMT’s Canadian Car & Foundry single-level coaches, 800-839, are
older. They were built in 1953 and are to be retired upon
delivery of an order of 22 Bombardier bi-levels. At that
time, the title for AMT’s oldest cars would go to the Canadian-Vickers Gallery cars from 1970.

BMT Broadway Subway Track Plans
(Continued from page 3)

←The Whitehall Street station
is seen under construction.
In this second Whitehall Street
station construction photograph, we see a power transformer being lowered into the
ground.→
Both photographs, Bernard Linder
collection
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100 YEARS OF SUBWAY SERVICE TO THE BRONX
Subway trains started running to the Bronx
100 years ago, July 10, 1905.
Since it was extended in stages between
1886 and 1902, the Third Avenue “L” was the
only rapid transit line serving the Bronx. Second and Third Avenue “L” service was extended to 180th Street-Bronx Park on November 26, 1904 because the elevated structure
north of 149th Street and Third Avenue was
completed before the Harlem River Tunnel.
Through subway service from Lenox Avenue started operating on July 10, 1905. The
IRT planned an elaborate terminal at E. 182nd
Street and Boston Road, but the Park Department objected to a station abutting park
property. A temporary terminal was built at
181st Street instead. Pictures of the permanent 180th Street-Bronx Park station that was
opened on October 28, 1910 are published in
this issue.

WESTCHESTER AVENUE BRANCH
This short two-block structure on Westchester Avenue between Third Avenue and
Brook Avenue was the original connection
between the Third Avenue “L” and the new
subway. Second and Third Avenue “L” trains
provided full-time service starting November
26, 1904. When the Bronx subway was
opened on July 10, 1905, service was discontinued on this portion of the line. It is believed that on October 1, 1907 rush hour
Second Avenue trains started operating to
Freeman Street via this branch. These trains
were rerouted via the Bergen Avenue Cutoff
on July 2, 1917, after which infrequent service was operated on the Westchester Avenue Branch.
If Freeman Street Second Avenue trains
operating in the direction of light traffic was
scheduled to make another trip, they were
1

routed via this branch.
During the 1930s, passengers transferring
from the New York, Westchester & Boston to
the Third Avenue “L” at 133rd Street complained about crowded morning rush hour
trains. The Transit Commission ordered the
IRT to provide additional service. The company complied by operating two locals to
149th Street, after which they ran light via the
Westchester Avenue Branch to the Jackson
Avenue middle. These trains then operated
via the Bergen Avenue Cutoff as a Second
Avenue Express and a Third Avenue LocalExpress.
Before Unification, IRT steel Queens cars
received their heavy overhaul at 147th Street
Shop. Cars were routed via the Second Avenue “L,” Third Avenue “L,” and Westchester
Branch, and were turned at the Jackson Avenue middle. Because the subway-type contact shoes could not clear the board at the
side of the third rail in the elevated position,
they were removed and the cars were towed
by elevated cars from Queens to Jackson
Avenue and by subway cars to the shop. This
move was made at midnight. When the Second Avenue “L” was abandoned, there was
no longer a track connection between the
Flushing Line and the rest of the IRT. The
Queens cars were subsequently overhauled
in Coney Island Shops.
After the Second Avenue “L” north of 59th
Street was abandoned at Unification, June
12, 1940, Third Avenue Local-Expresses provided Freeman Street rush hour service. Saturday noon rush hour trains stopped at 149th
Street and were routed via the Westchester
Avenue Branch.
This short two-block-long structure has an
(Continued on page 6)
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ASTORIA LINE HEADWAY CHANGES AND TRACK PLAN
by Bernard Linder
The following is an incomplete record of headway changes:
WEEKDAYS
Midnight

AM Rush

Midday

PM Rush

Evening

1938

Date

IRT to Times Square

Line

20

8

10

8

12

December 18, 1939

IRT Second Avenue “L”

—

10

15

8, 10

12, 15, 20

May 19, 1941

IRT Second Avenue “L”

—

6

6

6

6 (C)

September 6, 1945

BMT to Queens Plaza

20

7

7½

7

9

July 25, 1949

BMT to Queens Plaza

(A)

7½

8

7

8

(A) 12-minute headway to IRT platform midnights; 20-minute headway to BMT platform midnights
Trains ran alternating to IRT and BMT platforms at other times
WEEKENDS
Saturday
Date

Line

Sunday

AM Rush

Morning

Afternoon

Evening

Morning

Afternoon

Evening

12

12

12

1938

IRT to Times Square

8

10

12 (B)

12

May, 1941

IRT Second Avenue “L”

6

6

6

6 (C)

September, 1945

BMT to Queens Plaza

7

7½

7½

8½

10, 7½

7½

7½, 10

July, 1949

BMT to Queens Plaza (D)

8

8

8

8

10, 8

8

8½

No Service

(B) 8-minute headway noon
(C) No service evenings after 9 PM
(D) Alternating to IRT and BMT platforms

The following is a complete record of headway changes:
WEEKDAYS
Date
November 17, 1949

April 27, 1950

November 29, 1951

December 10, 1953

Line

Midnight

AM Rush

Midday

PM Rush

Evening

Fourth Avenue Local

20

6

8

6

8

Brighton Local

—

8

—

6½

—

Fourth Avenue Local

20

6

8

6

8

Brighton Local

—

7

8

6½

—

Fourth Avenue Local

20

6

10

6

12

Brighton Local

—

7

10

6½

—

Fourth Avenue Local

30

6

12

6

12

Brighton Local

—

7

12

6½

—

Fourth Avenue Local

30

6, 8

12

8

12

Brighton Express

—

8

12

7

—

Fourth Avenue Local

30

6, 8

12

8

12

Brighton Express

—

8

—

7

—

Brighton Local

20

6

12, 10

6

12

West End Express

—

6

—

6

—

November 27, 1967

RR/Fourth Avenue Local

20

4

10

4

12

August 30, 1976

RR/Fourth Avenue Local

20

4, 5

10

5

12

December 1, 1955

May 28, 1959

January 1, 1961

(Continued on page 3)
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WEEKDAYS
Date

Midnight

AM Rush

Midday

PM Rush

Evening

RR/Fourth Avenue Local

Line

20

8½

10

8½

12

B/West End Express

—

8, 10

—

9, 10

—

N/Sea Beach Express

20

9

10

10

12

B/West End Express

—

8

—

9

—

December 12, 1988

N/Sea Beach Express

20

5½

10

5½

12

November 13, 1995

N/Sea Beach Express

20

5

10

7, 8

12

July 23, 2001

N/Sea Beach Express

20

8

10

8

10

W/West End Express

—

8

10

6

10

W/West End Express

20

8, 10

10

10

10

N/Sea Beach Express

—

8, 10

10

8, 10

10

N/Sea Beach Express

20

8, 10

10

8, 10

10, 12

W/Broadway Local

—

10

10

10

10

April 28, 1986

May 26, 1987

September 9, 2002

February 24, 2004

SATURDAY
Line

Date

Morning

Afternoon

Evening

October 23, 1949

Fourth Avenue Local

8

8

8

April 29, 1950

Brighton Local

8

8

—

December 1, 1951

Fourth Avenue Local

10

10

10

Brighton Local

10

10

—

Fourth Avenue Local

12

12

12

Brighton Local

12

12

—

Fourth Avenue Local

12

12

12

Brighton Express

12

12

—

December 12, 1953

May 4, 1957

January 7, 1961

Brighton Local

—

—

12

Brighton Express

12

12

—

West End Express

12

12

—

April 21, 1962

Brighton Local

12

12

12

February 23, 1963

Brighton Local

10

10

12

September 21, 1963

Brighton Local

8

8

8

December 2, 1967

RR/Fourth Avenue Local

8

8

8, 10

November 6, 1971

RR/Fourth Avenue Local

10

10

12

May 30, 1987

N/Sea Beach Express

10

10

12

June 1, 1991

N/Sea Beach Express

12

12

12

August 1, 1992

N/Sea Beach Express

10

10

12, 15, 20

November 18, 1995

N/Sea Beach Express

8

8

12, 15, 20

September 14, 2002

W/West End Express

8

8

10, 12

May 3, 2003

W/West End Express

8

8

8, 12

February 28, 2004

N/Sea Beach Express

8

8

10, 12
(Continued on page 4)
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Astoria Line
1936 - Present

Ditmars Blvd

Ditmars Blvd

Astoria Blvd

30th Ave

Broadway

36th Ave

39th Ave

Queensboro
Plaza
Previous layouts Upper Level
in
Jan, 1992 Bulletin

IRT to Flushing

Lower Level

Data: B. Linder
Drawing: J. Erlitz
(Continued on page 7)
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NOSTALGIA CORNER
This month, we look at the Bronx Park Branch of the White Plains Road Line, which is featured in our cover story.

177th Street station, White Plains Road Line, looking north.
Bernard Linder photograph

Looking south from 180th Street-Bronx Park station, July 20, 1951.
Bernard Linder photograph

E. 181st Street and Boston Road, July 30, 1952.
Bernard Linder photograph

E. 180th Street and Boston Road, July 30, 1952.
Bernard Linder photograph

180th Street-Bronx Park station, west pocket, looking north, July
30, 1952.
Bernard Linder photograph

180th Street-Bronx Park station, looking south, July 30, 1952. The
station was closed on August 4 of that year.
Bernard Linder photograph

(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

177th Street station, White Plains Road Line, looking
north. This picture was taken on November 6, 1916,
during construction of the construction of the White
Plains Road Line extension.
Bernard Linder photograph

A different view of the 177th Street station, White Plains
Road Line, looking north. The original tower is in the
foreground. A new tower is under construction in the
background.
Bernard Linder photograph

White Plains Road Line at E. 179th Street, looking east,
November 6, 1916.
Bernard Linder collection

White Plains Road Line at E. 179th Street, again looking
east, November 22, 1916.
Bernard Linder collection

vice was operated. The structure was torn down in the
early 1950s because Third Avenue “L” riding declined
appreciably.
Most of our readers have forgotten these connecting
tracks, but your Editor-in-Chief will always remember
riding this branch on a Saturday afternoon.

100 Years of Subway Service to the Bronx
(Continued from page 1)

unusual history. Full-time service was operated for less
than a year before it was discontinued 100 years ago.
For nearly half a century, irregular and infrequent ser-
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TECH TALK
by Jeffrey Erlitz
station reconstructions. Much of the stainless steel platform furniture (seating and sign holders) has been installed. All (or most) of the new platform lighting is now
installed and lit. This new lighting is along the edges of
the platforms and also aids in the backlighting of the
station signs. The station signage now indicates both
“Flatbush Avenue” and “Atlantic Terminal” in alternating
patterns. The exit signs/arrows and the signs indicating
the transfer downstairs to the subway lines are also
backlit and are very easy to see. There is stainless steel
ductwork and grills on the platforms, which I am guessing, will be air conditioning (or at least, air chilling, like
at Grand Central on the Lexington Avenue Line). This
will be very welcome come the heat of summer.
Returning to Jamaica, the east stairs of the new west
overpass were finally opened to the public on or about
Tuesday, June 7. This will definitely improve passenger
flow for those connecting between different platforms.
The new signal system between Babylon and Speonk
should be in service sometime this summer and will be
controlled from Babylon. This will mark the end of PD
Tower in Patchogue. As I mentioned in an earlier column, the signals will all be color light rather than posi-

The reconstruction of the Long Island Rail Road’s
Flatbush Avenue terminal has progressed to the point
where one can now see definite changes to the facilities. Upstairs at street level, the amber-colored dot matrix departure information board is finally displaying actual-looking information, though it is still under test. This
large display is located directly above the new ticket
offices. The individual departure boards at the top of
each staircase leading down to the platforms are in the
same style as the very recently activated ones up on
the new east overpass at Jamaica Station. The top of
the board contains a rather large color liquid crystal display showing the time and destination of the train in
white characters on a color background. The color is the
same as the timetable color for that branch. For example, Port Jefferson Branch destinations are medium
blue while Montauk Branch destinations are green. Below each LCD is an amber-colored dot matrix display
showing the individual stations at which the train will
stop. The displays at Jamaica were placed in service
about a month ago or so.
Getting back to Flatbush Avenue, most of the three
platforms have now had their granite pavers installed;
they look very much like the pavers used in subway

(Continued on page 8)

Astoria Line Headway Changes and Track Plan
(Continued from page 4)
SUNDAY
Date

Line

Morning

Afternoon

Evening

October 23, 1949

Fourth Avenue Local

10

8

8, 10

June 29, 1952

Fourth Avenue Local

12, 10

10

10, 12

December 13, 1953

Fourth Avenue Local

12

12

12

January 1, 1961

Brighton Local

12

12

12

November 26, 1967

RR/Fourth Avenue Local

12, 10

10

10

October 31, 1971

RR/Fourth Avenue Local

12

12

12

November 11, 1973

RR/Fourth Avenue Local

15, 12

12

12

May 24, 1987

N/Sea Beach Express

15, 12

12

12

June 10, 1990

N/Sea Beach Express

15, 12

10

12

May 26, 1991

N/Sea Beach Express

12

12

12

July 26, 1992

N/Sea Beach Express

15, 12

10

12

October 25, 1992

N/Sea Beach Express

15, 12

10

12, 15, 20

November 12, 1995

N/Sea Beach Express

15, 12

8

12, 15, 20

September 8, 2002

W/West End Express

15, 10

10

12

April 27, 2003

W/West End Express

15, 8

8

8, 12

February 22, 2004

N/Sea Beach Express

15, 10

8

12
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photograph). The new dispatcher’s indication panel is
suspended from the ceiling above the windows looking
out on to the platform. This will replace the existing Dispatcher’s indication panel that was placed in service in
June, 1994 under contract A-33442. This contract was
for the rehabilitation of the Jay Street Dispatcher’s office. I believe this
panel was the first
one using one-inch
square mosaic tiles,
but it was not built by
Mauell; Heckler Electric built it. There is
also a new Dispatcher ’s
control
panel (for the station’s holding lights)
built by Mauell. This
leads me to believe
that the CRT holding
light controller may
be discontinued.
Also
pictured
(bottom) is the current control panel at
Bergen Street. This
is the one that replaced the original
US&S Model 14 interlocking
machine
after the relay room
fire in 1999. The indication panel was
from the original interlocking
machine
and was refurbished.
The installation of the
new signal equipment
at
Hunters
Point Avenue on the
Flushing Line under
contract
S-32718
seems nearly complete. The signals are
being supplied by
Safetran (Type RT)
and the train stops
are being supplied by
Jeffrey Erlitz photographs
Twinco Manufacturing (Model PS-1). The switch machines have not been
installed yet.
Jeff may be contacted via e-mail at jbe456@optonlinenet.

Tech Talk
(Continued from page 7)

tion light.
Over on the 14th Street-Canarsie Line, a temporary
signal system was placed in service between Eighth
Avenue and Third
Avenue Interlockings
over the weekend of
June 4-5. This work
replaced all of the
old 25 Hz track circuits with standard
60 Hz track circuits.
Several of the intermediate
automatic
block signals were
removed,
leaving
one signal leaving
and one signal entering each station. The
only exception is the
grade time signals in
the Eighth Avenue
station. The remaining automatic signals
are still the old BMT
signal heads, though
with new 60 Hz circuits. These will ultimately be removed
when
CBTC
is
placed in service.
The new signal
system at Bergen
Street on the Prospect Park Line is
coming along and
should be in service
by September. You
may recall that this
location is the pilot
project for a microprocessor-based
interlocking. The new
Mauell control panel
has already been
installed in Jay Street
Tower. It occupies the west wall of the tower, just to the
left of the existing US&S Model 14 interlocking machine.
Above the control panel to the left is the third rail indication panel for the Bergen Street area and above and to
the right is the trouble indication panel. (See the top
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LONG ISLAND GRADE CROSSING ELIMINATIONS
by Larry Kiss
the projects were completed. In the near future, you will
be able to add Roslyn Road in Mineola, for which construction is now underway. Details are published in this
issue’s Commuter and Transit Notes column.

Most of the Long Island Rail Road’s electrified trackage is in heavily populated Nassau County. As the
population increased, more of the grade crossings have
been eliminated. Listed below, geographically from
West to East, are many of the locations and dates that
LOCATION

YEAR

Babylon Branch
St. Albans/Springfield Gardens

1935

Locust Manor

1959

Rosedale

1941

Valley Stream

1933

Lynbrook

1938

Rockville Center

1950

Baldwin

1956

Freeport

1960

Merrick/Bellmore/Wantagh/Seaford

1969

Massapequa

1953

Massapequa Park

1979

Amityville/Copiague/Lindenhurst

1968

Babylon

1964

Main Line
Queens Village

1924

Floral Park

1960

Mineola

1923

Hicksville

1964

Port Washington Branch
Manhasset

1924

Great Neck

1934

Port Jefferson Branch
Huntington

1909

Ronkonkoma Branch
Deer Park

1937
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Commuter and Transit Notes
Number 200
This column marks my 200th since I started as an occasional contributor in 1981. Over the years, this column has had several names. More recently, Commuter
and Transit Notes replaced Commuter Notes, and
was made to reflect the expanded content. Since January, 1989, this column has appeared in every issue of
the New York Division Bulletin. My thanks go to the
Bulletin staff, my contributors, and you, the readers.
MTA Metro-North Railroad (East)
Keeping an eye on Metro-North is member Bill Zucker,
who reported that generally all weekend Hudson and
Harlem service is operated with M-7s. However, on Saturday, May 21, he rode round trip to and from White
Plains and observed at least one or two older trains in
service, but he could not tell whether these were M-1s
or M-3s. Bill also saw some ACMUs on a siding between Mt. Vernon West and Fleetwood, where in the
May Bulletin I had reported seeing some M-1s being
prepared for scrapping.
A few weeks later, Bill took another trip, this time on
the New Haven Line to and from Stamford. During the
late afternoon and the evening, what he saw of the service on the Harlem/Hudson Lines, that of the older
trains, other than the M-7s, there were many more
trains of M-1s than there were M-3s. However, of the M1s, all were 8200s, no 8300s at all. He even saw cars
as low as 8202-3. Again, as with the LIRR, Bill believes
that they are not scrapping these in numerical or
chronological order, and his best explanation for the fact
that the M-1s outnumbered the M-3s would be that the
latter are probably in for some SMS work, and this will
change after the work is completed.
Some of the scenes for the season finale of the NBC
hit show “Law and Order” were filmed at Metro-North’s
Highbridge Yard in the Bronx. On April 23, my son Marc
saw lots of activity as he drove on the Harlem River
Drive, and called to let me know that “something” was
going on at that location. I learned later that the plot was
based on the recent LA train crossing/SUV collision. It
took weeks to coordinate and many hours to shoot. All
this was edited down to two to three minutes of air time,
which was shown on May 18.
MTA Metro-North Railroad (West)
It turned out that when NJ Transit increased fares on
July 1, the impact to New York State riders was not that
terrible. On the Pascack Valley Line, the fare to NY
Penn Station increased by just $1, while Port Jervis Line
riders pay $5 more. Some fares went down, e.g. on the
Pascack Valley Line, 10-trips ($73 to $71.50), one-ways
($7.65 to $7.50) and Senior/Disabled ($3.70 to $3.50).
However, an old “friend” has returned – the “Fare

by Randy Glucksman

Hold-Down.” When Metro-North increased fares on
March 1, these payments were ended due to the higher
Metro-North fare structure. While NJ Transit had the
option to raise fares at all of the New Jersey Pascack
Valley and Main/Bergen Line stations at which its fares
were “held down,” it chose not to. The Service Agreement between the railroads obligates Metro-North to
pay this penalty whenever NJ Transit implements a fare
increase, but must constrain fares at New Jersey stations so as not to exceed the fares from Metro-North
stations on the same line. Effective this month, MNR is
paying NJ Transit approximately $5,000 per month.
Connecticut Department of Transportation
Just because I have not reported recently about the
proposed station east of New Haven, does not mean
nothing is going on. Member David A. Cohen sent an
article from the New Haven Register reporting that a
station in West Haven now has the support of the
Speaker of the Connecticut House of Representatives.
As of late April, CDOT had still not decided whether a
station would be constructed in West Haven, or Orange,
or both.
Governor Jodi Rell announced that she would call the
Connecticut Legislature into a special session to deal
with two transportation issues that were not addressed
during the regular session. Those issues are funding of
new railcars for the New Haven Line and construction
on I-95.
MTA Long Island Rail Road
When General Order No. 201 went into effect on May
23, a complete set of new timetables, including one for
Shea Stadium, was issued. They will be in effect
through September 11. In addition, there was a special
timetable, The Hamptons and Montauk, which has
made sporadic appearances since 1995, printed on
glossy paper. The last one was published in 2002.
A brochure was issued that provided details on train/
bus service, as well as how passengers would find the
temporary boarding locations on May 15 and May 22.
On those dates, preliminary work was performed on the
Roslyn Road Grade Crossing Elimination Project (June
Bulletin). Rather than elevate the right-of-way, the
more traditional method that has been employed by the
LIRR, Roslyn Road vehicular traffic is to be routed into
an underpass. When I spoke with member Larry Kiss
about this, he was very familiar with the area and told
me that this location is hilly and that the adjoining
streets are at a lower level than the tracks. Larry wrote
an article which provides the dates that grade crossings
in the electrified territory were removed. This will be
published in an upcoming Bulletin.
(Continued on page 11)
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For the 100th running of the Belmont Stakes, which
was held on Saturday, June 11, a special timetable
folder was produced. On all other days that the track is
open, there are two eastbound and two westbound trips
between Jamaica and Belmont. However, on June 11
there were six trips from Penn Station and 12 trips from
Jamaica. Return service to Jamaica was in the form of
four trips between 3:35 PM and 5:17 PM, then starting
at 6:30 PM, until 10 PM, trains departed from Belmont
Park every 15 minutes to Jamaica. A color-coded queuing system was established at Belmont Park, and passengers were advised that once they were inside this
area, wait times could range from 15 minutes to 2
hours.
In support of the Billy Graham crusade, which took
place at Shea Stadium from Friday, June 24-Sunday,
June 26, a special timetable was issued. Six extra trips
were operated on Saturday, and seven on Sunday.
On October 1, 2004, four M-7 cars were damaged in a
side-swiping incident during an equipment move at
Hempstead Yard. The MTA Board awarded a $1.7 million contract to Bombardier Transit Corporation to repair
the cars. If any member has knowledge of the cars that
were involved, please send it to the email address
which appears at the end of this column, and it will be
published.
The Long Island Rail Road and Metro-North have
modified their contract with Bombardier to increase the
number of option cars by 230. They are to be allocated
as follows: LIRR (100), Metro-North (36) and undefined
(94). This of course, is subject to capital funding.
To keep track of how many cars are to be built, here is
a summary of what has taken place. In 1999, a contract
was awarded for 192 Base Order Cars, with 844 Option
Cars (544 LIRR and 300 MNR). (Thirty-six of the Long
Island’s cars are being funded by Nassau County.) To
date, the LIRR has purchased 486 option cars, and
MNR, 300. 58 LIRR option cars remain from the initial
authorization. The 230-car option will be approximately
4% more expensive than the original cars. As of early
May, 422 had been accepted by the Long Island, and
Metro-North had accepted 178 cars. Railroad officials of
both lines are pleased with the M-7s’ performance,
which for the LIRR translates into an average MDBF of
234,000 miles. For the month of April, the year-to-date
MDBF for the M-1s was 24,438 while it was 49,575 for
the M-3s. The Kawasaki bi-levels were at 38,265 miles.
Under the timetables which were in effect until May 22,
the LIRR required 838 EMUs for AM service.
Bill Zucker also had some observations about the
Long Island’s rolling stock. “The situation on weekends
seems to be somewhat different. Here I observed a half
and half distribution of M-7s and older cars, and caught
(stopped right where I was waiting!) what may have
11

been the lowest numbered M-1 in service, 9029. I did
see a few other fairly low numbers; aside from 9029-30,
I saw (in my train alone) 9099-9100 and 9175-6. (Ed.
Note: 9175-76 (II) are among the newest of the M-1s,
as they were built in 1972 as replacements for the original 9175-76, which were destroyed by fire.) Most of the
others were the 9500, 9600, and 9700s, but unlike
Metro North, the types seem to be freely mixed here.
Curiously, the middle groups, the 9200, 9300, and
9400s seemed to be the ones that were most lacking;
maybe they are not being retired in consecutive or in
chronological order.”
While driving on the Long Island Expressway at the
end of May, I noticed that T-54 (“Ping-Pong”) car 921
was still “laid up” at the rest area between Exits 51 and
52. In the January, 2004 Bulletin I wrote that there
were plans to replace the car by 2007 with an entirely
new facility.
The East Hampton Star carried a story about a group
called SEEDS (Sustainable East End Development
Strategies) that believes that the “Long Island Rail Road
rights-of-way represent the single most underutilized
transportation source on the East End (of Long Island).”
To that end, it is recommending that local towns and
villages work together to “analyze how we can most
effectively use these corridors.” A plan that they have
put forward would end regular commuter service at
Speonk or Shirley, which would still receive more than
double the service of the Montauk Branch. At that point
there would be a light rail system which would operate
on a 30-minute schedule and provide service to all eastern points as far as Montauk. The group says that a
similar system would be devised for the North Fork. The
rail line would act as the “spine” and each station would
be served by north-south shuttle (hybrid-electric) buses
that would operate on a schedule coordinated with the
rail line. From the article, it appears that DMUs are being suggested as the type of equipment that would be
used. Additional passing sidings would also need to be
installed. Thanks to member Joe Gagne for this report.
NJ Transit
The April 24, 2005 Montclair-Boonton timetable was
reissued during April to show Train #294, which was
added. For details, please refer to the June Bulletin.
A “Service Advisory” was issued that provided information on Memorial Day Weekend service. There was
“Getaway” service on the Northeast Corridor (2), North
Jersey Coast (1), and Raritan Valley (1) Lines (all
shown in the public timetables). Not in the Morris & Essex timetable was Train #8939, which departed from
New York Penn at 3:10 PM (Friday May 27) and made
limited stops to Denville. On the holiday, which this year
was celebrated on its “original” day, May 30, weekend/
major holiday schedules were in effect on all lines except for Montclair-Boonton and Pascack Valley.
One of the policy changes that went into effect on July
(Continued on page 12)
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1 with the fare increase was that “rail monthly passes
expire after the last scheduled trip listed on the timetable on the last day of the month.” Formerly, holders of
such passes could use them to ride on the first business
day of the next month. NJ Transit says that this modification was made to “create consistency between our
rail, light rail, and bus monthly pass policies and to ensure acceptance when transferring between services.”
In the table below is the history of NJ Transit’s fare increases.
DATE IMPLEMENTED

AVERAGE PERCENTAGE
OF FARE INCREASE

July, 1980

11%

July, 1981

22%

July, 1982

17.5%

September, 1983

9%

July, 1986

10.6%

May, 1988

9%

May, 1989

12.5%

July, 1990

9%

April, 2002

10%

July, 2005

9.9%

In May, New York Governor George Pataki declared
his support for the new rail tunnel under the Hudson
River, as proposed by Access to the Region’s Core. The
Star-Ledger reported that this change of position only
came about as a result of some backstage bargaining
where Pataki got commitments for another $1 billion to
fund the East Side Access project. The Port Authority of
New York & New Jersey will provide some muchneeded funding for each project. Gov. Pataki is also
looking for help on another one of his pet projects, to
improve rail access to JFK Airport from lower Manhattan. In early June, NJ Transit placed displays of the project at New York and Newark Penn Stations, Hoboken,
Secaucus Junction, and the Port Authority Bus Terminal. The exhibit was designed to educate commuters
about the project, which would increase trans-Hudson
rail capacity. Project staff members were available to
discuss any issues and/or to answer questions. While
construction has not yet started, there is ongoing preliminary work to complete the required environmental
statements. When this second tunnel is completed, it is
planned that there would be direct service into midManhattan by trains serving Orange, Rockland, and
Bergen Counties, lines that do not have one-seat rides
today. As of now, it is anticipated that the first track in
12

THE Tunnel would be in service in 2011, and the second by 2014.
On May 18, member David Erlitz’s commute home
became a little more interesting when, east of Newark,
he observed two of NJ Transit’s new PL-42AC engines,
bracketing a consist of 3 or 4 coaches. The train was
headed eastbound. When the contract was awarded to
Alstom in 2002, it was expected that all 33 would be
delivered by 2004.
For the first few weekends in June, NJ Transit installed a new signal system in the area around Hoboken. It is connected to and controlled from the new
state-of-the-art Rail Operations Center in Kearny, which
opened last year. Passengers were told to expect delays of between 5 and 10 minutes on trains to/from Hoboken. Over the weekend of June 10-13, this work affected the North Jersey Coast and Raritan Valley Lines’
service to Hoboken.
It has been known for quite some time that NJ Transit’s two newest garages have not been drawing huge
crowds. When the Ramsey Route 17 and Montclair
State University garages opened on August 28, 2004,
there was a promotion entitled, “See More Spots,” which
included a Dalmatian. Star-Ledger transportation columnist Joe Malinconico wrote that the only spots that
NJ Transit is seeing are “empty ones.” The $28 million
complex at Montclair State University in Little Falls has
been drawing about 130 cars per day at its 1,500-space
deck, while the $27.5 million garage and station in Ramsey gets about 200 cars daily for its 1,250 available
spaces. The 2,400 empty spaces at the two new garages provide a contrast to the situation at other stations in Essex, Union, Middlesex, Morris, and Monmouth Counties, where the waiting lists for parking
spots stretch for years. While this is not good news for
the present, Martin Robins, executive director of Rutgers University's Voorhees Transportation Policy Institute was quoted: "I can't say it's a mistake, but it was a
risk. My guess is that in five years, these facilities will
be well-used." In the meantime, 350 of the spaces in
Ramsey are being leased to a Bergen County car dealership for $7,000 per month.
At its June meeting, NJ Transit’s Board of Directors
approved the expenditure of $1.6 million to study a restoration of passenger service on the Northern Branch in
Bergen County. As proposed, DMUs would be used on
a routing between Tenafly and North Bergen, where
connection would be made with HBLRT if it is extended
in future years.
For the opening of the Aquarium in Camden, the River
Line ran two-car trains from Wednesday to Friday, May
24 -27.
Port Authority Trans-Hudson Corporation
Even though new schedules went into effect on April
25, several recent visits to different PATH stations
yielded no new public timetables.
(Continued on page 13)
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Amtrak
At the end of May, NYSDOT announced that the Turbotrain Program (and high-speed rail system that would
link the Capital Region and New York City) was being
ended, and that Super Steel Schenectady would receive $5,525,000 to end the project and also to cover
any remaining costs and move four unfinished trains to
storage at a nearby industrial park. The payment is to
supplement nearly $64.8 million already spent on Super
Steel’s work on rebuilding the Turboliners. The three
sets that have already been completed have been taken
out of service and are presently being stored by Amtrak
in Delaware. Amtrak claims that the cars are not suitable for service due to faulty air-conditioning and other
problems. The full settlement is also contingent on an
extensive independent audit of the entire project by the
DOT, which is underway. Thanks to member Bob Kingman for this report from the Albany Times-Union.
Finally, during the last week of May, although they
have May 2 dates, the promised “temporary” timetables
for the Northeast Corridor, New York-Boston and Boston-Virginia Beach, were available at New York Penn
Station. They carry Form Numbers NPRC W-2 and
NPRC W-4, respectively. Form W-2 is in a horizontal
format, while Form W-4 is vertical, like System Timetable Form T-1, and also in multi-colors.
One of our members sent a report that a “high-level”
meeting was held on May 20, regarding the status of
the out-of-service Acela trainsets; more problems have
been found, and things are worse than previously anticipated. So, do not look for their return to service anytime
soon. Not having the Acela trainsets in service is costing Amtrak $1.25 million each week. Meanwhile, a Bombardier spokesman, in an interview with the National
Post (Canada), was more optimistic in that he believed
that the first trainsets would be in service by the end of
June, with the entire fleet running by the end of the
summer. Bombardier officials said the new brake parts,
manufactured by the German company Knorr-Bremse
AG, are expected to be more durable than the current
brakes. The June 10 edition of The New York Times
described the root of the problem as a slight wobbling of
in the brake disks. On Acela trains, the calipers
squeeze together to grab the brake disk which is attached to the axle. This in turn slows down the train.
When the calipers are applied to slow the outside of the
disk, this is known as bending in the plane. When the
disk is wobbling slightly, this phenomenon is known as
bending out of the plane.
In a follow-up to the Portal Bridge fire which occurred
on May 12 (June, 2005 Bulletin), an investigation has
found that the fire could have been prevented. The
Star-Ledger reported that one of Amtrak's circuit breakers, an upgraded model that had been installed the pre13

vious month, failed to shut off the power that night, allowing more than 12,000 volts of electricity to surge to
the wooden bridge for more than 12 seconds, igniting
the blaze. Amtrak officials say the crew that installed the
device never fully connected it to the electrical system
and their error somehow went undetected during testing. To prevent occurrences of this in the future, the
Federal Railroad Administration has now revised its procedures for installing and testing circuit breakers. Officials refused to say whether Amtrak disciplined the employees responsible for installing the circuit breakers.
Metropolitan Area
In most parts of New York State, the State’s portion of
the sales tax dropped from 4.25% to 4% on June 1.
However, in the MTA region, which is composed of New
York City, Nassau, Suffolk, Westchester, Rockland, Orange, Putnam, and Dutchess Counties, this reduction
was offset by an eighth of a percentage point increase
in the MTA tax. This increase was part of a deal that
state officials reached three months ago in an effort to
help bail out MTA, which requested additional funding. It
is estimated that MTA would benefit to the tune of an
extra $250 million annually.
Miscellaneous
Bob Kingman and his wife drove by the Super Steel
plant and found about a half-dozen white painted shells
of future LRVs inside and outside the plant. There was
no indication of who they are for. Each section has two
sets of doors on each side which are apparently designed for "high level" access.
Other Transit Systems
Boston, Massachusetts
There is lots of Boston news this month from member
Todd Glickman. Former Massachusetts Transportation
Secretary Daniel A. Grabauskas was appointed general
manager of the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority, succeeding Michael H. Mulhern, who announced
his retirement earlier this year. Grabauskas took over
on May 16.
On May 18, state officials announced that Somerville's
Union Square would get a separate branch of the Green
Line extension, adding $100 million to the cost of transit
projects promised to offset the environmental impact of
the Big Dig. The list of commitments totals $770 million
and calls for building stations on the Fairmount Line and
doubling service on the line between Worcester and
Boston. 1,000 parking spaces are also to be added at
as-yet-unspecified commuter rail and transit stations
throughout the Boston region. This list does not include
two that were on the original 1990 list: restoring the Arborway Line and building a connection between the
Red and Blue Lines.
For the visit of the USS John F. Kennedy, which was
docked at the Marine Industrial Park on the South Boston waterfront, the MBTA operated an “enhanced”
schedule on the Blue, Orange, Red, and Green Lines.
(Continued on page 14)
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Commuter rail customers were encouraged to park at
the Route 128 station on the Attleboro Line or at Anderson/Woburn on the Lowell Line. Additional commuter
rail trains departed Route 128 and Anderson/Woburn at
8:30 and 10:30 AM, and then as needed.
The following, from the press release, is what really
got Todd’s “Irish” up. ”Shuttle buses will operate frequently between South Station and the South Boston
Waterfront. Fares are $2.00 round-trip. Seniors and children $1.00 NOTE: No passes will be accepted.” (WHAT??? When is the T not the T?)
Automated fare collection began on the Blue Line on
May 17. While this is the beginning of the end for the
use of tokens, MBTA officials plan one more minting of
tokens during the summer of 2006, before tokens are
finally phased out in 2007. The revenue department had
500,000 tokens minted by Attleboro's Kilmartin Industries in January, 2004. It is unknown exactly how many
tokens are in circulation, officials said, though it is in the
hundreds of thousands. Also not decided is what to do
with leftover tokens once the CharlieTickets take over.
According to the report in The Boston Globe, Boston’s
first “true” tokens were issued when the Boston Elevated Railway began issuing what it called “metal tickets” on February 21, 1919. It is interesting to note that
tokens that were minted by MTA, predecessor to MBTA,
in 1951 (Atwood-Coffee 115L) can still be used. Contrast this to NYCT, which frequently changed its tokens
when fares were raised.
Todd wrote that “the new ‘Silver Line’ route to the Airport will have an impact on the subway rail network in
Boston. It will compliment the current route, Blue Line to
Airport with shuttle bus connection. For example, from
MIT to the airport is now a four-seat ride: Red, Green,
Blue, and Shuttle Bus. With the new service, it will be a
two-seat ride: Red, Silver. It would not surprise me to
see 50% less traffic on the Blue/Shuttle Bus service.”
This service began on June 1, and the following day, a
Boston Globe reporter wrote of his experience, as follows: “Trumpeted as offering an 18-minute ride, the
$601 million Silver Line trip took 25 minutes yesterday,
slowed by a stop to have the dual-mode bus change
from electric to diesel power after leaving the 1.1-mile
tunnel that opened in December under the Fort Point
Channel, and a looping detour around construction on
South Boston's D Street.”
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
From member Lee Winson, here is a complete report
from the SEPTA Metro page on what will take place
during the Market Street Elevated (MSE) Reconstruction project during the next few months. It began with
the closure of the 56th Street station, followed by four
weekend shutdowns and two extended shutdowns of
the “L.” The MSE project will replace 11,000 feet of the
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line between the Millbourne and 46th Street stations with
a new single column structure that will open up Market
Street and improve the flow of traffic. The project also
includes the reconstruction of the 46th Street, 52nd
Street, 56th Street, 60th Street, and 63rd Street stations.
This spring and summer, workers will reconstruct the
56th Street and 60th Street stations, replace 1,500 feet of
the existing “L” structure (including track and the electrical power systems), and install 26 of the new columns.
Heavy equipment will be used to demolish the existing
“L” concrete track deck, break it into pieces, and truck it
away. New pre-fabricated 45-75-foot deck sections
complete with track will be transported by truck to the
construction area. MSE construction will also cause
street closures throughout the spring and summer. Riders will be affected as follows:
The 56th Street station closed on May 31 for about six
months. Riders should use the 52nd or 60th Street stations for “L” service. SEPTA also operates various bus
routes in the area, including 21, 31, 31S, and 42. Route
G buses will be detoured to 52nd Street between Arch
and Walnut Streets so that riders can transfer to/from
the “L” at the 52nd Street station.
The “L” was shut down every weekend in June, from 8
PM on Fridays through 5 AM on Mondays.
“L” service will shut down for two nine-day periods this
summer — from 8 PM on Friday, July 15 to 5 AM on
Monday, July 25 and from 8 PM on Friday, August 12 to
5 AM on Monday, August 22. During these extended
shutdowns, SEPTA will demolish and replace more than
1,200 feet of “L” structure between 56th and 61st Streets,
continue the renovation of the 56th Street station, and
begin renovation of the 60th Street station.
For both weekend and extended “L” shutdowns —
Regular El service will operate between Frankford
Transportation Center (FTC) and the 52nd Street station.
Shuttle bus service will operate between 40th Street and
69th Street Terminal on Market, Walnut, and Chestnut
Streets.
Lee also reported that the regular seasonal transit
schedule adjustments went into effect on Sunday, June
12. On Route #100, the Norristown High Speed Line,
peak hour schedules were adjusted to ease congestion
at 69th Street Terminal, and on Route 36, due to track
work, shuttle buses are operating from the end of the
line at 80th Street Loop to 49th and Woodland. Riders
must transfer to awaiting trolleys at 49th and Woodland.
An enhanced R6/Norristown Line schedule was in
effect on Sunday June 5, in support of the 21st Annual
Wachovia USPro Cycling Championship. Trains were
operated every half-hour instead of hourly from 7:20 AM
to 5 PM, between 30th Street Station and the Elm Street
station in Norristown.
According to the Delaware Valley Rail Passenger,
published by the Delaware Valley Association of Rail
Passengers, rail and wire construction has been going
(Continued on page 15)
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on at the intersection of 66th Street and Girard Avenue.
That is being interpreted as a sign that trolley service on
Route 15/Girard Avenue could begin soon. SEPTA had
planned to use 58th Street for part of the route, but due
to community opposition because of the loss of parking
spaces, restoration of service has been delayed since
last year. Now there will be a two-way track connection
at 60th and Girard, so cars will not have to use 58th
Street. Member Harry Pinsker told me that the service
could begin on September 3.
From Cinders: During the 20th Anniversary celebration
of the Airport Line, SEPTA offered a $1 special fare,
which was a $4.50 reduction off the regular fare between the Airport and Center City.
CORRECTION
In reference to a news item that appeared in the May
Bulletin, member Bob Wright wrote: “One minor note the SEPTA tracklesses are actually products of AM
General, not Flyer (although Flyer may have been a
supplier of the electrical components).”
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
The Port Authority is about award its first contract to
extend its light rail system from Steel Plaza to the David
L. Lawrence Convention Center, through twin tunnels
under the Allegheny River to the North Shore. In the
article from the Pittsburgh Gazette sent by member
Karl Groh (via member Harold Geissenheimer), the
Federal Transit Administration has given the green light
for the project. It is hoped that construction will begin
this fall, with service running by 2009. Bids are due by
July 14 on the first contract, the boring of the twin tunnels between PNC Park and Stannwix Street
(Downtown), under the Allegheny River.
Washington, D.C. area
A proposal to double the workforce at Ft. Belvoir in
Virginia has Metro officials looking over plans that they
developed in 1999 to extend the Blue Line from the
Franconia-Springfield station south along the CSX
tracks and the Fairfax County Parkway to the Army
Base. Some options would swing the line west to serve
the post's Engineering Proving Ground as well. Estimated costs, depending on the type of trains and number of stations, run from $600 million to $800 million.
Also under consideration is an extension of the Yellow
Line from the Huntington station down Route 1 to the
post. No estimates have been made on costs for that
option. A study that was made by Fairfax County and
VADOT concluded that a roadway study that was made
of the Route 1 Corridor was that more asphalt was not
needed, but, rather a rail line.
The “Meet the Management for Fredericksburg” which
had been scheduled for May 17 had to be postponed
until May 24, and it was not due to weather or absence
of Management, but because, as Virginia Railway Ex15

press reported, “there are certain things that are required for Meet the Management: VRE Management,
ticket holders, coffee, and donuts. Unfortunately, one of
the most important parts of this equation will not be
available. Due to an unexpected difficulty we are not
able to secure coffee for Meet the Management tomorrow, and instead, have decided to postpone it until next
Tuesday, May 24.”
Monthly ticket prices rose 1.2% on Virginia Railway
Express on June 27; however, the monthly discount for
such tickets went from 33 to 34%. Other fare types saw
higher increases.
Miami, Florida
Miami-Dade Transit raised fares on May 1. The base
Metro fare went from $1.25 to $1.50, and there were
increases for other fares as well.
South Florida
Tri-Rail made a dramatic change to its schedules as of
June 6, by eliminating (temporarily) its midday train service, but providing service later in the evening. The last
southbound train departs from Mangonia Park at 9:40
AM (P635). Southbound service resumes at 1:40 PM
(P651). Northbound, the last and first trains from Miami
Airport are at 10:19 AM (P636) and 2:19 PM (P652). It
is hoped that these new schedules will improve on-timeperformance by minimizing the impacts of construction,
especially between the Ft. Lauderdale and Ft. Lauderdale/Hollywood International Airport stations, which requires that trains single-track through this section. While
work also continues on the (Segment 5) double-tracking
project, completion of other portions has allowed moving the location of two of the four daily meets. Once all
of this work is finished, Tri-Rail riders have been promised 20-minute service during rush hours.
At the present time, the dispatching of the entire 72mile Tri-Rail system is under the control of CSX. Because of this, passenger trains are frequently delayed
by freight trains. Although, these tracks are owned by
the Florida DOT, CSX is responsible for maintaining and
dispatching all of the trains. During May, talks were held
in an effort to transfer the dispatching function to the
South Florida Regional Transportation Authority, operator of Tri-Rail. The Sun-Sentinel reported that during
April, more than 100 Tri-Rail trains were late due to
freight trains, compared to 66 that were delayed due to
track construction. On a positive note, ridership went up
1% in April, 1.4% for May. Thanks to Joe Gagne for
sending these reports.
Little Rock, Arkansas
Before the end of May, River Rail ridership had
passed the 100,000-passenger milestone, and transit
officials are now planning an extension to the Clinton
Presidential Center. Gomaco is building two more replica trolleys at a cost of $865,000 each, which, when
delivered next year, will bring the fleet to five. The service began running on November 1, 2004, with two
(Continued on page 16)
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loops, one in Little Rock, the other in North Little Rock.
Mileage stands at 2.5 miles. Because of its very low
fares, either 25 or 50 cents, revenues are not meeting
the budget and certainly are not covering costs.
Chicago, Illinois
METRA held a ceremony on May 20 to present the
first of twenty-six new Highliner cars that will begin to
replace the original fleet. Nippon-Sharyo, the manufacturer will deliver these stainless steel cars through next
February. The original group of 131 Highliners was built
of carbon steel, by the St. Louis Car Company in 197172. A second group of 36 were constructed by Bombardier-Montreal Locomotive Works in 1978, and were
overhauled between 1993 and 1996.
Minnesota and Iowa
Thanks to the efforts of two Raymonds, Berger and
Mercado, more than 20 ERA members enjoyed a long
weekend (May 12-15) in Minnesota and Iowa. While the
weather was not May-like (with at least some rain on
most of the days, and temperatures that went from the
30s to a high in the 50s), we saw electric operations
that used almost ancient trolleys and interurban cars.
My son Marc and I flew into Minneapolis-St. Paul from
Newark on Thursday morning. After the plane landed,
we made our way to one of the two Hiawatha Light Rail
stations that serve the airport, where we purchased
one-way tickets ($1.25) for the ride to downtown. Once
on the platform, we found members Jack May and Phil
Craig, who were taking photos. Shortly a northbound
car arrived, which we boarded, and 27 minutes later we
arrived at the last stop, Hennepin Avenue/Warehouse
District. The hotel was a several-block walk, and there
we found our all-day passes, with instructions to meet at
the Franklin Avenue station at 1 PM for the shop tour.
Jack May kidded me by saying that I had better get my
picture of the Franklin Avenue sign before it gets
changed to Branch Brook Park! Nonetheless, at 1 PM,
the group walked over to the Hiawatha LRT Maintenance Facility, where we were given a tour of the stateof-the-art shops and control center. The tour was led by
Manager Sherry Gingrich and Director of Rail Maintenance Edward Twoomey. Mr. Twoomey told us that at
the present time, there are 24 cars on the property, and
three more are expected later this year. Twenty cars are
required for service, but if the four “spares” are available, Mr. Twoomey also said that they “put them all out
on the road, because there is no point in keeping a $2.5
million piece of equipment just sitting around.” Bombardier built these double-ended articulated cars, which are
94 feet long and of 70% low-floor design.
There are 17 stations on the 12-mile system, which
opened in two stages, the first being Downtown to Ft.
Snelling (June 26, 2004) and to Minneapolis-St. Paul
16

Airport and the Mall of America (December 4, 2004).
Metro has designated this as Route #55. You can find it
all here: street running, private right-of-way, elevated
running, and “subway” operation under the airport. For
the final leg into the Mall of America, the line runs into
the garage and bus terminal. Marc commented the
“MoA” station could resemble the late Tandy Subway.
When the tour was over, we had the rest of the day
free, and we rode south toward the Mall of America,
stopping off at several stations to take photos. (Note:
We were never questioned by anyone when taking photos.) In the near future, once funding is identified, plans
are to extend the line 18 miles to St. Paul.
The design of Metro’s signals resembles the automatic signals of MTA New York City Transit, except that
the green aspect is located on the bottom. We were told
that the firm that designed the signal system had some
experience with New York’s signal system.
Early Friday morning we boarded a motor coach for
the 215-mile ride to Chisholm, Minnesota, home of the
Ironworld Museum. When we arrived, we rode 606, one
of two former Melbourne W-2 cars. 601 was in the shop.
The cars operate on the museum’s 2½-mile loop track.
After lunch, we re-boarded the bus and rode 80 miles to
Duluth to visit the Lake Superior Railroad Museum,
which is located in downtown Duluth. The highlight of
this stop was a ride on ex-Oporto single-truck car 530. I
took a slide of the controller, which was manufactured
by Dick, Kerr, and Company, Ltd. (London). Just to
show how modern-day requirements can affect vintage
trolley operations, just below the top of the controller, a
sticker has been placed warning of hazardous voltage.
This museum also owns numerous long-distance passenger cars and steam, diesel, and electric locomotives, including Milwaukee Road (Chicago, Milwaukee &
St. Paul) 10200. When built in 1915, this General Electric locomotive was the most powerful electric locomotive in the world. An accommodating volunteer took
some of the group on a tour of the shops, where we
found RDC-1 9169, now owned by the North Scenic
Railroad. This car has had quite a journey to this museum. It began life as in 1950 as Chicago &North Western 9933. Before arriving in Duluth, it was previously
owned by the Blue Mountain & Reading Railroad. In
between, however, it was the property of the Chesapeake & Ohio, Baltimore & Ohio, PennDOT (Reading),
and finally SEPTA. (Please see Duluth news item, below.) We returned to Minneapolis (152 miles), with a
stop for dinner.
Saturday morning, we had another early morning departure for the 139-mile drive to Mason City, Iowa and
the Iowa Traction Company. Our host, owner Dave
Johnson, had former Chicago, North Shore & Milwaukee 727 (Cincinnati Car Company, 1926) waiting for us
to ride. They accommodated us with numerous photo
stops, including one with box-cab electric 54. This en(Continued on page 17)
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gine is just one of five electric motors that the railroad
has on the property. Some of the photo stops were
along side a two-lane county road. En route to the
Boone & Scenic Valley Railroad (108 miles), there was
a stop for lunch. Our arrival in Boone was timed to meet
and photograph the arriving diesel-powered excursion
train, which was led by 1003 (EMD NW2, ex-Chicago &
North Western) and composed of several coaches, including Delaware, Lackawanna & Western 3213 and
3238. Also part of the consist were 9101 (ex-?) and
2584 (Rock Island). The main reason for our visit to this
property was to ride Charles City Western 50, a combine-trolley, which was built in 1915. It was available for
the group’s exclusive use. B&SV also owns several former Chicago South Shore & South Bend 38, 39, 102,
106, and 109, and Delaware, Lackawanna & Western
car 3218. They were not in service. In storage, just outside the station were former Kennecott Copper box-cab
electrics 702 and 703 plus DL&W 3202 and 3205. Just
before our departure, the station began filling up with
passengers for the evening dinner train. Our next stop
was in Ames, which still boasted a fleet of nearly a
dozen “fishbowl” buses, all in apparently good condition.
It was a 231-mile ride back to Minneapolis, with a dinner stop along the way.
Sunday morning we had a later departure, so Marc
and I walked from the hotel to the beginning of the Hiawatha Line and through the downtown area, photographing the LRVs. Because of the 15-minute headways, we were easily able to get to the next station before the arrival of the next car. It was the first day that
we had extended periods of sunshine and warmer temperatures. At the Cedar-Riverside station, we purchased
tickets to continue our journey because at this point
there were no more parallel streets and the right-of-way
continued over I-35W. I looked at a ticket vending machine and found that one had the option of getting instructions in four languages: English, Spanish, Somali,
and Lus Hmoob (Laotian). Thanks go to member Michael Glikin for help with the latter. We rode as far as
the 46th Street station, at which point we had to return to
the hotel to check out and to board the coach for our
trip to the day’s events.
En route to the Minnesota Streetcar Museum, we
stopped at the Minnesota Commercial Railroad. There
we found a virtual museum of old diesel-electric locomotives including some General Electric B-23s that
were formerly owned by Conrail. It was a short but productive visit as many photos were taken, and soon we
were on our way to the Minnesota Streetcar Museum.
Twin City Rapid Transit PCC 322 (St. Louis Car Company, 1946) soon arrived at the station, and we boarded
it for the ride to the end of the line. This car was one of
30 that were sold to Public Service Coordinated Transit
17

in 1953. In 1977, Shaker Heights was short of equipment and purchased two cars (3 and 27) from Transport
of New Jersey, successor to PSCT. After the Bredas
were delivered, the cars were no longer needed and
wound up at the Minnesota Streetcar Museum. Number
3 reacquired its original number, 322, and 27 went to
Branford.
The museum staff told us that funds had been raised,
approvals granted, and construction of a short extension was to begin within weeks. The trip included several photo stops, after which we were taken to the car
barn and greeted by museum members. A sales table
filled with their publications did a brisk business. Then
we boarded 265 for a round trip. This car started life in
1915 as TCRT 1791, but was sold the following year to
the Duluth Street Railway Company, and ran as 265
until trolley service ended in 1939. Next, we re-boarded
our motor coach for the ride to the Lake Excelsior Line
near Lake Minnetonka, which is also part of the Minnesota Streetcar Museum. We boarded ex-Duluth 78
(Laclede Car Company, 1893), which we rode over the
half-mile line. This was the oldest car that we rode on
the trip. Again, the crew was very accommodating and
in addition to several photo stops, a shop tour was included. Winona 10, formerly of Wisconsin Railway, Light
& Power Company, was under restoration. After being
retired on July 21, 1938, 10 was sold to a family that
had it moved to the hamlet of Lamoille, where it was
outfitted as a cabin with a false roof over the carbody.
Later, porches were added. Eventually, the property
was sold and the new owners wanted the car removed.
So, in June, 1999, 10 arrived at the Lake Excelsior operation. There was one other car, ex-Minneapolis 1239
(Minneapolis Shops, 1907). However, due to a cracked
wheel, the car has been out of service pending repairs.
This was our last stop before arriving at to MinneapolisSt. Paul Airport, and the end of an extremely interesting
trip. Thanks again to the “Two Rays.”
Duluth, Minnesota
The Duluth Transit Authority sponsored a week-long
test of morning and evening commuter rail service. Operation was by the Duluth & North Shore Scenic Railroad, using one of the railroad’s RDCs (very likely 9169
– please see news item above) over a 6-mile route between suburban Lester Park and the Duluth Entertainment Convention Center. A $1 fare was charged, and
passengers were generally enthusiastic about the test,
although the spokesman added that there were no immediate plans for further service. Thanks to Weekly
Rail Review for the report.
Seattle, Washington
Sound Transit added a second weekday trip on its line
between Everett and Seattle on June 6. This improvement came three months earlier than was originally
planned, because of what was termed “the cooperative
working relationship between Sound Transit and the
(Continued on page 18)
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Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway; environmental
impacts were reduced and the necessary permits were
obtained without any delay.” Service to Everett was inaugurated on December 22, 2003.
Southbound: Everett to Seattle
TRAIN
Sounder NEW
Sounder
Amtrak #513
Amtrak #517

DEPART
EVERETT
6:10 AM
6:40 AM
11:36 AM
8:46 PM

EDMONDS
6:35 AM
7:05 AM
12:00 PM
9:10 PM

KING STREET
STATION
7:08 AM
7:38 AM
12:45 PM
10:05 PM

Northbound: Seattle to Everett
TRAIN
Amtrak
Sounder NEW
Sounder
Amtrak #516

DEPART KING
STREET
7:45 AM
4:33 PM
5:13 PM
5:30 PM

EDMONDS

EVERETT

8:13 AM
5:01 PM
5:41 PM
6:58 PM

8:37 AM
5:31 PM
6:11 PM
6:22 PM

San Francisco, California
Work has begun at Brookville’s facility in Pennsylvania
to rebuild the 11 ex-NJ Transit (nee Twin City Rapid
Transit) PCCs. The details of how the cars will be numbered and in what color schemes they will be painted,
were published in the March, 2005 Bulletin. #14, which
was the first car that was shipped to San Francisco, is
due to be released from Brookville this month. Deliveries are expected to continue through mid-2006. These
cars will see service on the F/Market Street Line, which
is badly in need of additional cars.
Sacramento, California
When the Folsom Extension opens on October 15, the
routes will be modified to an “X” configuration, as follows: Watt/I-80 to Meadowview and Downtown to Folsom.
Los Angeles, California
Metrolink raised fares an additional 1% on July 1. This
was on top of a 3.5% fare increase which had already
been planned to take effect on that date. Metrolink had
previously approved a plan for average annual increases in fares of 3.5% along with a restructuring of its
fare policy over a 10-year period beginning July 1,
2005. Under the restructuring plan, all fares are based
on a measurement of the driving distance between stations, rather than the current zone-based system. This
new system will be implemented over a 10-year period
and included an overall annual cap of 8 percent on fare
increases due to the implementation of this system.
That cap would rise to a maximum of 9 percent as a
result of this action, which means fares for some Metrolink trips could increase up to 9 percent beginning July
1. Over 85 percent of Metrolink trips would only experience fare increases of between 3 and 6 percent.
San Juan, Puerto Rico
Effective June 6, fare collection began on Tren Ur18

bano. Payment is made with smart cards, which are
good on both trains and AMA buses. Cash or credit
cards (except American Express) can be used. Adding
$15 or more gets you a 10% discount. The current ridership of 40,000 a day was expected to drop temporarily.
In fact, the first day ridership fell by 45%. Thanks to
members Allen Morrison and Dennis Zaccardi for this
report.
Montréal, Quebec, Canada
In connection with the news item that appeared in the
May Bulletin concerning the reference to the Canadian-Vickers 900-series cars, Bob Kingman found a
notice on the Internet that AMT is asking for bidders to
rebuild its 9 stainless steel gallery cars, which date from
1970. A tour for potential bidders was held on May 18 at
the CP Rail Facility in Cote-Saint-Luc. These cars are
normally used on the Blainville Line.
Paris, France
Two hundred years ago, Napoleon ordered his prefect
of police to establish an office on the Ile de la Cité for all
lost objects in the streets of Paris. The New York
Times (May 23) reported that last year, more than
173,000 items were turned in, a 15% increase over the
previous year. At 3,500, cell phones topped the list of
lost items, but there were also ski equipment (in winter),
sunglasses and roller skates (in summer), bicycles,
keys, and some more unusual items, including human
skulls and cut diamonds. Each day, a fresh truckload
arrives. The more valuable items are kept for 18 months
to allow the owners to claim them.
Jerusalem, Israel
Member David Klepper wrote that the new Tel Aviv to
Jerusalem train does not reach the center of Jerusalem
yet, but terminates at a shopping center on the outskirts
of the city. One letter writer to the Jerusalem Post complained that there several shortcomings, including no
signs to advise the exact location of the station, no bus
map, bus drivers’ lack of knowledge over which buses a
passenger would take to get to his or her final destination, and no seating or shelter for passengers by bus
operator Egged. In closing, the writer suggested “that it
would have better to use the original Jerusalem Railway
station which served the city with great distinction and
leads to the heart of our holy city without further transportation, rather than to a sports stadium and shopping
mall from where further transportation to the city is necessary. No other capital city has moved their railway
terminus to inconvenient and inaccessible suburban
locations.”
From the History Files
55 Years Ago: On July 1, 1950, trolley service ended
in Buffalo, New York, when the last cars ran on the Fillmore-Hertel, Broadway, and Genessee Lines. Over 34
years later, October 10, 1984, streetcars would return to
Buffalo, when NFT Metro started running Kinki LRVs on
a 1.2 mile surface section of Main Street. The system,
(Continued on page 19)
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cates to the Train Operator that the Conductor has
turned the Master Door Control Key Switch on the correct side of the train. If the doors are to be opened on
both sides of the train, the crew must agree on which
side should be opened first. At terminals, doors should
be enabled before centering/removing the reverser or
console key.
Graffitied Trains Not Allowed in Passenger Service
If there is graffiti on the exterior or interior of a car, the
train must not be placed in service from a yard or storage track. It must remain there until the graffiti is removed. If the train is in passenger service, the Control
Center will determine whether to discharge or remain in
service.

Trains defaced by scratched window glass should remain in service until the glass can be mended or replaced.
L Goes OPTO on Weekends
On Sunday, June 19, the first full-length train in New
York’s subway to be operated under One-Person Train
Operation (OPTO) went into service on L. Member
Ben Schaeffer reported that the consist was (R-143) N8129-8130-8131-8132/8200-8199-8198-8197-S. The
first interval was the 12:37 AM Rockaway Parkway, returning as the 1:34 AM Eighth Avenue. Union officials
were on board, handing out leaflets suggesting to riders
that OPTO on full-length trains is unsafe and will lead to
security problems, and collecting signatures on petitions.

BMT-IND CAR ASSIGNMENT
CARS REQUIRED MAY 29, 2005
LINE

AM RUSH

PM RUSH

LINE

AM RUSH

PM RUSH

A

20 R-32, 110 R-38, 200
R-44

20 R-32, 110 R-38, 200
R-44

M

136 R-42

136 R-42

B

170 R-40, 80 R-40M

150 R-40, 80 R-40M

N

40 R-40, 88 R-68, 64 R-68A

20 R-40, 88 R-68, 64 R-68A

C

88 R-32, 56 R-38

88 R-32, 48 R-38

Q

40 R-32, 112 R-68A

40 R-32, 112 R-68A

D

240 R-68

224 R-68

R

232 R-46

240 R-46

E

260 R-32

260 R-32

V

120 R-46

120 R-46

F

100 R-32, 280 R-46

100 R-32, 256 R-46

W

60 R-40, 10 R-40M, 20 R-42

70 R-40, 10 R-40M, 20 R-42

G

40 R-46

36 R-46

J/Z

152 R-42

152 R-42

32 R-42, 144 R-143

32 R-42, 144 R-143

L

S (Rockaway) 12 R-44
S (Franklin
Avenue)

12 R-44

4 R-68

4 R-68

IRT CAR ASSIGNMENT
CARS REQUIRED MAY 29, 2005
LINE

AM RUSH

PM RUSH

LINE

AM RUSH

PM RUSH

1

330 R-62A

310 R-62A

5

330 R-142

330 R-142

2

310 R-142

300 R-142

6

400 R-142A

400 R-142A

3

230 R-62, 10 R-62A

220 R-62, 10 R-62A

7

341 R-62A

341 R-62A

4

250 R-142, 100 R-142A

250 R-142, 100 R-142A

S

10 R-62A

10 R-62A

Commuter and Transit Notes
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with the tunnel portion, now extends 6.4 miles and has
14 stations. Two proposed route extensions, one to Tonawanda and one to Amherst from the Campus station,
have never moved beyond the proposal stage.
19

15 Years Ago: On July 14, 1990, in Los Angeles, service began on the Blue Line between Union Station and
Long Beach, using virtually the same alignment that
Pacific Electric utilized before abandonment on April 9,
1961. The line is heavily patronized.
News items and comments concerning this column may be
emailed to NYDnewseditor@aol.com.
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Around New York’s Transit System
More Information on South Ferry Project Diversions
In last month’s column, we mentioned that the South
Ferry station is being rebuilt. Here is more information
about the service diversions necessitated by this project, provided by member Bill Zucker.
Both 4 and 6 run local and terminate at Brooklyn
Bridge via the City Hall Loop. 5 runs express and terminates at Brooklyn Bridge, using a crossover south of
the station.
2 and 3 services are normal; 1 at Chambers Street
is diverted to Brooklyn, running express to Utica Avenue. This is notable in that 2 and 3 are express in
Manhattan and local in Brooklyn, while 1 is local in
Manhattan and express in Brooklyn.
New Schedules in Effect as of May 29, 2005
When the new schedules went into effect on Sunday,
May 29, N service was extended to Stillwell Avenue.
Several morning rush hour put-ins from Coney Island
Yard still make their first stop at 86th Street. Three evening rush hour trains, arriving at Kings Highway at 5:58,
6:10, and 6:29 PM, make their last stop there and are
laid up. Weekday southbound N trains run express
from 36th Street to 59th Street two hours later in the evening.
D service from Stillwell Avenue was increased. Under
the previous schedule, alternate morning rush hour
trains, three evening rush hour trains, and two Saturday
morning trains were put-ins from Coney Island Yard,
making their first stop at 25th Avenue. When the new
schedules went into effect, all trains started from Stillwell Avenue.

Three evening rush hour Rockaway Park Shuttles
were formerly turned at Howard Beach. Under the new
schedule, all trains operate only as far as Broad Channel.
The last skip-stop 1 and 9 trains operated on May
27, 2005. Effective May 31, 2005, 1 trains made all
stops and 9 service was discontinued. Because the
running time is three minutes longer, one additional train
is scheduled.
At the present time, most morning rush hour 2 trains
are put-ins from the yard, making their first stop at 238th
Street. Trains leave 241st Street on an 18-minute headway before 7 AM and a 12-minute headway after 7 AM.
Previously, there were only three AM rush hour 2 putins starting from 238th Street.
Door Enable System
To reduce or eliminate opening of doors on the wrong
side of the train or when the train is not fully berthed in
the station, a door enable system has been installed on
R-40, R-42, R-44, and R-143 cars. This system allows
the Train Operator to withhold or give the Conductor
control of the door system to open the doors on the
proper side of the train.
After making a proper station stop, the Train Operator
must depress the lighted door enable pushbutton that
corresponds to the side of the train on which the doors
are to be opened. He/she must hold the door enable
button until the light goes out, after which this button
should be released. The extinguishing of the light indi(Continued on page 19)

CORRECTION
The following were omitted from the table on page 3 of the previous issue:
DATE

ROUTE

TIME OPERATED

May 28, 1959

Brighton Express

Rush hours

January 2, 1961

West End Express

Extended rush hours on weekdays and Saturday morning, afternoon, and early evening

September 8, 2002

W/West End Express

All times

N/Sea Beach Express

Weekday rush hours, midday, and evenings

CAR ASSIGNMENTS
by Bill Zucker
After the May 29, 2005 schedule went into effect, R42s 4922-4933 were transferred from East New York to
Coney Island, R-68s 2796-2803 from Coney Island to
20

Concourse, and six R-32 cars from Jamaica to Coney
Island. The R-32s are officially assigned to Q (see
page 19), but they probably will run on N and W.
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NYC TRANSIT’S REHABILITATION PROGRAM
When NYC Transit started its station modernization program several years ago, it favored new elements and a modern interior.
But the new tile on the platform extensions
did not match the original tile on the rest of
the station.
Meanwhile, legislation was passed to protect the original sites. New York City established its Landmarks Preservation Commission in 1965. Congress passed the National
Historic Preservation Act in 1966, establishing the National Trust and National Register.
New York State established the New York
State Historic Preservation Office in 1980.
To commemorate the IRT’s 75th anniversary
(1979), the Landmarks Preservation Commission designated 12 IRT station interiors,
two control houses, and the IRT Manhattan
Valley Viaduct (125th Street) as historic landmarks. In the early 1980s, the control houses
at the Atlantic Avenue, Bowling Green, 72nd
Street, Mott Avenue (149th Street-Grand Concourse), and E. 180th Street stations were
listed in the National Register. In 1991, all
1,850 sites were surveyed to determine their
historical significance. Subsequently, the
New York State Historic Preservation Office
selected 64 sites as eligible for listing on the
National Register. The Stillwell Avenue terminal became the first site listed, in 2001. The
State Historic Preservation Office accepted
the rest of the list and added one site in
January for a nominating process to be completed in 2005.
In 1991, NYC Transit adopted a new policy.
It approved new guidelines requiring preservation of historic features whenever possible.
50th Street-Broadway, completed in 1993,
was not a careful restoration. But landmarked
stations 33rd Street-Park Avenue (1997) and
1

72nd Street-Broadway (2003) were true restorations.
On stations with landmarked interiors, restoration work requires prior approval by the
Landmarks Preservation Commission and
the State Historical Preservation Office. The
work, which is highly specialized, must be
supervised by a preservation specialist. Because the Czech manufacturer of the original
tiles is out of business, NYC Transit had a
hard time finding a replacement. Most modern tilesetters cannot make even, tight seams
like the 1904 tilesetters made. The designers
make every effort to retain or restore the
original materials, but use a modern equivalent if necessary.

CONTRACT ONE SPECIFIED WELLDESIGNED STATIONS
Contract One stipulated that, “All the exposed parts of the structure are to be designed, constructed, and maintained with a
view to the beauty of their appearance as
well as their efficiency.” To comply with the
specifications, the Rapid Transit Commission
appointed George Heins and Christopher
Grant LaFarge the subway’s consulting architects. They had studied architecture at MIT
and were influenced by the École des BeauxArts in Paris. They chose high-quality materials which were so expensive that their use
was curtailed. In 1903, Chief Engineer William Barclay Parsons discontinued using
marble.
Although it is difficult to preserve this artistry, NYCT does not expect to replace it.
Our sources for this article are NYCT’s
newsletter, At Your Service, March, 2004
and Architectural Designs for New York’s
First Subway, by David J. Framberger.
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NEW ROCHELLE’S INTERESTING HISTORY
build a colony. An agreement for sale was made with
John Pell on July 2, 1687 for the purchase of the land
which eventually became New Rochelle. This deed from
John and Rachell Pell conveyed 6,000 acres for 1,625
pounds sterling, the silver money circulated at that time.
We do not know the date for founding of New Rochelle.
Less than half of the settlers came from La Rochelle,
France. The Governor of New York organized the local
government in October, 1690 when he ordered an election for assessors and collectors.
The Town of New Rochelle was founded on March 7,
1788 by an Act of the Legislature. The City of New Rochelle was authorized by an Act of the Legislature. Elections were held and city officials were selected in April,
1899. It became a city on April 24, 1899.

Before continuing our history of the local New Rochelle trolley lines, we will present this brief history of
the City of New Rochelle.
Adrian Block was the first white man to set foot in New
Rochelle when he sailed along the coast in a 45-foot
boat in 1614. The Dutch bought the land from the Indians in 1640. The Indians sold the same land again to
Thomas Pell on November 14, 1654 under a white oak
tree near the Long Island Sound south of Shore Road.
After the English beat the Dutch, the Governor of New
York confirmed the purchase in 1666.
After the middle of the seventeenth century, French
immigrants made up one-fourth of the total population of
New York City. A group of Huguenots composed of merchants, traders, and men of means looked for a place to

GLEN ISLAND LINE
by Bernard Linder
Owners:

STREET CARS
1886
September 20, 1890
June 2, 1893
January, 1899
April 13, 1900
January 18, 1908
January 1, 1912

New Rochelle & Pelham Railway Company
New Rochelle Railway & Transit Company
Westchester Electric Railroad Company
Third Avenue Railroad Company
Metropolitan Street Railway Company
Third Avenue Railroad Company
Third Avenue Railway Company

August 1, 1939
December 17, 1956
December 12, 1969

Westchester Street Transportation Company
Fifth Avenue Coach Lines, Incorporated
Bus Associates, Incorporated, whose principal stockholders were Arthur and
George Bernacchia and Raymond Murphy. In 1973, Liberty’s principals had equal
ownership in two New York City operations — Pelham Parkway and Pioneer Bus
(whose name was subsequently changed to Command Bus) — and had a 25%
interest in the operation of Westchester Street and West Fordham through a holding company, Bus Associates.
Liberty Coaches, Club Transportation, and Westchester Street were merged to
form Liberty Lines Transit, Incorporated

BUSES

About mid-1982
Route:

STREET CARS
About 1886

Horse cars started operating from the New Haven station via Division Street, Huguenot Street, Centre Avenue, Pelham Road, and Fort Slocum Road to Fort
Slocum Dock or via Rose Street (present-day North Avenue), Main Street, Centre
Avenue, Pelham Road, and Fort Slocum Road to Fort Slocum Dock (our sources
do not agree). Stables were at Webster and Washington Avenues
December 22, 1898
Electric cars stared operating via Drake Avenue instead of Centre Avenue
On busy days, service was extended to Manhattan or the Bronx. Following is an incomplete record:
July 1, 1900
On sunny summer Sundays, cars operated to E. 129th Street and Third Avenue on
a 20-minute headway
May 28, 1910
Service was extended to E. 233rd Street and White Plains Road as needed
(Continued on page 3)
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Glen Island Line
(Continued from page 2)

Ran as necessary, probably to E. 233rd Street
Cars were rerouted via Division Street, Railroad Place, and Mechanic Street
From Fort Slocum Dock via Fort Slocum Road, Pelham Road, Drake Avenue,
Main Street, Huguenot Street, Division Street, Railroad Place, and Mechanic
Street to Huguenot Street. Return via Huguenot Street, Lawton Street, Main
Street, then same as above
1918-1922 (approximate dates Service was extended to E. 241st Street or E. 238th Street as needed
From Bullinger’s Monitor
Guide)
September 11, 1919
Cars were operated by one man
June 1, 1925
Cars operated in the opposite direction — east on Main Street and west on Huguenot Street
April 11, 1928 route
From Fort Slocum Dock via Fort Slocum Road, Pelham Road, Drake Avenue,
Main Street, Rose Street (present-day North Avenue), Huguenot Street, Bridge
Street, and Railroad Place to Mechanic Street. Return via Mechanic Street, Huguenot Street, Main Street then same as above
August 1, 1939
Buses replaced street cars
Jack May furnished information regarding several route changes.
1911
April 29, 1916
July 1, 1918 route

CORRECTION
The following were omitted from the New Rochelle-Subway history in the June, 2004 issue.
April 29, 1916
Cars were rerouted via Division Street, Railroad Place, and Mechanic Street
June 1, 1925
Cars operated in the opposite direction — east on Main Street and west on Huguenot Street

BUSES
August 1, 1939
November 2 to December 10,
1939
December 15, 1953
June 27, 1955
About 1973
August 31, 1984

Route J buses were through-routed with Route H buses. Route H/J buses operated from the Pelham station to Mechanic Street and Railroad Place. Buses were
rerouted via Centre Avenue, Elm Street, and Drake Avenue
Buses operated via Weyman Avenue instead of Drake Avenue
Additional rush hour service operated via Centre Avenue and Pelham Road
Additional service from Fort Slocum Dock via Fort Slocum Road, Pelham Road,
North Avenue, and the loop described above. We do not know when this service
was discontinued, but we know that it was still running in October, 1958
Renumbered to Route 50
Last day of operation

SIGNS

DATE

CARS

Route letters were assigned on December 30, 1926. May, 1936; February, July, and December, 1937
269-300
We do not know when route letters were first displayed,
July, 1938
274-299
but we know that large metal signs with the route on the
279-299
bottom and a large letter above it were hung on the January, 1939
dash of most Westchester County cars as early as
CORPORATE HISTORY
1930. On this line, cars displayed signs with “GLEN ISLAThe New Rochelle & Pelham Parkway Company was
LAND” on the bottom and a large “J” above it. Cars conincorporated on August 20, 1885. It was awarded a
tinued displaying these signs until abandonment.
franchise for the Glen Island Line and was required to
CAR ASSIGNMENT
operate horse cars on an hour headway from 6 AM to
We did not check this line regularly. The following cars 10 PM.
were running on the dates listed below:
The company was sold at auction for $22,000 at the
White Plains Court House on June 5, 1890. It was reorDATE
CARS
ganized to the New Rochelle Railway & Transit Company on September 12, 1890.
June, 1931
602-636
July and October, 1932
September, 1933

701-767, 781-784
582-634

(Continued on page 4)
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Glen Island Line
(Continued from page 3)

Glen Island Line
1929-1939

North Av

Out of
Service
3/15/31

Bridge St

New
Rochelle

Main St

Division St

Railroad Pl

Mechanic St

Lawton St
not St
Hugue

NYNH&H RR
Station

Webster Av

Data: B. Linder
Drawing: J. Erlitz

Fort Slocum Rd

Fort Slocum Dock

Pelham Rd

Drake Av

(Continued on page 5)
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move the old horse car tracks, but Westchester Electric
refused. When the city’s laborers started to remove the
tracks, the company operated a single car as long as
possible, covering less ground each trip. The last New
Rochelle horse car ran on November 14, 1899.

Glen Island Line
(Continued from page 4)

The New Rochelle Railway & Transit Company was
incorporated on July 18, 1890. It acquired franchises for
the Glen Island, Hudson Park, and North Avenue Lines.
The Westchester Electric Railroad Company, which
was incorporated on March 27, 1891, acquired the capital stock of the New Rochelle Railway & Transit Company on June 2, 1893.

THE LAST TROLLEY CAR
Car 296 was the last Glen Island trolley car. On August 1, 1939, it was driven by the same Motorman who
drove the last Webster Avenue (New Rochelle) trolley
car on June 29, 1939. On the trip toward Fort Slocum
Dock, the car stopped frequently when passengers set
the brake or pulled down the pole. There were ten passengers on the return trip. Forty people greeted the car
at the station. A passenger said, “We hate to see the
trolleys pass because we feel that we are losing a true
friend. The Motorman is courteous and pleasant, the
service is fine, and the ride is comfortable and enjoyable.”

THE LAST HORSE CAR
When the company planned to electrify the Glen Island Line, Judge J. Addison Young procured state legislation prohibiting trolley cars from running on Centre
Avenue. Westchester Electric relocated the trolley cars
to Drake Avenue, but continued to run the old single
bobtailed horse cars from the Fort Slocum Dock via
Centre Avenue. The Mayor ordered the company to re-

NOSTALGIA CORNER
After reading our series of articles on the Bergen Avenue Cutoff, member Robert J. Wasche sent us several photographs (below, except where noted) he took of this interesting part of the IRT system.

Looking south from the 149th Street station on the Third Avenue
“L,” August, 1947.

Looking north on Willis Avenue from E. 145th Street, August,
1947.

Looking north, where the Cutoff crossed E. 149th Street, August,
1947. This section was removed from service on November 10,
1949.

E. 149th Street and Bergen Avenue, July 17, 1950.
Bernard Linder photograph
(Continued on page 18)
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Commuter and Transit Notes

by Randy Glucksman

bright yellow platform edge that is made of a dense
foam material that can be folded back to allow passage
of wider freight trains. Thanks also to member David A.
Cohen, who also sent a copy of the article without Bob’s
correction!
MTA Long Island Rail Road
On July 22, MTA exercised $425 million worth of options for M-7s that it had with Bombardier. The Long
Island Rail Road will be getting an additional 158 cars;
Metro-North, 36. This would bring the total to 1,172 cars
(836 LIRR and 336 M-N). When all delivered, they will
have replaced 950 M-1s and 60 ACMUs.
For the 2005 U.S. (Tennis) Open, which was held at
the Tennis Center in Flushing Meadows Park, the Long
Island Rail Road issued its usual special timetable for
the Port Washington Branch. The dates this year were
August 27-September 11, and for the first time the cover
had the logo for the US OPEN.
In the July edition of Keeping Track, riders were reminded that their monthly tickets are valid for travel on
other branches and to other stations within their zones
of travel. Westbound, NY Penn tickets can be used for
travel to other Zone 1 stations (Flatbush Avenue,
Hunterspoint Avenue, Long Island City, or Woodside)
and the trip can start in Zone 3 (Jamaica). This could
come in handy for trips to Shea Stadium or the U.S.
Tennis Center. Metro-North and NJ Transit also have
similar policies that allow this flexibility.
General Order No. 202 went into effect as of 12:01 AM
September 12. New timetables, which will remain in
effect until November 13, were issued. The Shea Stadium timetable was also reissued through October 2,
and there was one for the Fall Meet at Belmont Park
(September 9-October 30). The Port Washington, Port
Jefferson, and Montauk schedules all have notes on the
front cover to alert riders to special construction projects
that will be going on through this period. They provide
for fall track and construction projects, plus additional
late-night weekend Montauk Branch service at the Speonk, Mastic-Shirley, Bellport, and Lynbrook stations.
Construction work will be done as follows:
• Weekends, from October 1 through November 13,
concrete ties are being installed between Jamaica
and the East River Tunnels. This will remove two
of the four tracks from service, and two minutes
additional running time was added to all westbound trains west of Jamaica
• A track work program on the Montauk Branch between Babylon and Sayville, which was suspended for the summer, was resumed, with midday weekday train service replaced by buses.

MTA Metro-North Railroad (East)
Work is underway to renovate the Lower Harlem Line
Melrose and Tremont stations. Temporary platforms,
one carlength long, were installed at both stations, with
only one doorway being accessible.
At the Melrose station, the following work will be done:
Outbound, the temporary platform and stairs are being
erected north of the present platform at E. 162nd Street.
Inbound, the stairs at the south end of the platform (at
E. 161st Street) will be reopened with new temporary
lighting; this entry point will be in use for approximately
nine to ten months. The present access point has been
closed.
Highlighting this construction work are plans to move
the Melrose station out from under the apartment complex and the vehicular overpass. This provides more
natural light for station users and ensures a better
sense of security for customers.
Ticket Machines will be relocated north to the more
visible side of E. 162nd Street on the vehicular overpass.
Tremont station work:
Outbound, customers will continue to use the temporary entranceway to the south of the platform at E. 176th
Street. Inbound, a new and sturdier retaining wall, similar to the wall currently on the outbound side, will be
installed.
Upgraded lighting, new stairs, new signage, decorative fencing, and new bench seating will be installed.
At the Fordham station (which has a significant number of reverse peak commuters), the outbound platform
and canopy will be extended by four carlengths.
New timetables will be issued effective October 2. Details will appear in the next issue.
The annual Open House will be held at Harmon Shop
on October 15 from 10 AM to 3 PM.
Connecticut Department of Transportation
The headline from The New Haven Register read,
“Train buffs, Commuters Turn Out for Rail Depot Opening Day,” and, several paragraphs below, there was
member Bob Underwood’s name. This event took place
on August 8, at the new Shore Line East station at
Branford. The reporter wrote that Bob was wearing a
Conductor’s hat, but Bob had crossed out that word and
substituted the word “Engineer.” Construction began in
June, 2004. Riders now have a 199-space parking lot, a
vast improvement over the former gravel lot which was
marred by potholes, and a long platform with a canopy.
Branford is one of the Shore Line East stations being
modernized under a $25 million project. Other stations
that have been completed are Clinton (opened two
weeks earlier) and Guilford, and work continues at
Madison and Westbrook. One interesting feature is a

(Continued on page 7)
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ing the construction, which is scheduled for completion
in late 2007. Work to be done includes:
• Rehabilitation of the main waiting room
• Installation of canopies on both new platforms,
which will be full-length and high-level
• A new center platform
• New lighting throughout the station
• Reconstruction of railroad bridges over Martin Luther King Boulevard, University Avenue, and
Broad Street
• Construction of six new sets of stairs to both platforms and to the main station building
• Two elevators – one in the main station building
leading to the platform and another connecting the
pedestrian tunnel to the center island platform
• Reconstruction of a pedestrian tunnel connecting
the main station building to the new island platform
• New public restrooms adjacent to the station’s
waiting room
• Track work to support installation of new high level
platforms
At Newark Penn Station, the platforms, roof drainage
systems, canopies, windows, doors, passenger waiting
areas, etc. will be rehabilitated. In addition, a design
contract has been awarded to determine the extent of
repairs that will be required. Track 5, which is used for
the Raritan Valley Line, will also be extended to permit
double-stacking of longer trains in anticipation of ridership growth. This will be the first platform to be done.
With some funding already in place for the restoration
of service on the Lackawanna Cut-off, there is some
opposition from some elected officials in Sussex County
who fear that in addition to passenger trains, garbage
trains would also ply the rails. The Lackawanna Cutoff
would restore passenger rail service between Scranton
and Hoboken. There would be stations at Blairstown,
Andover, Mount Pocono, Analomink, and East Stroudsburg. When completed, proponents of the $350 million
plan expect, the rail line would carry 684,000 riders annually, providing commuters with an alternative method
of getting to New York City while reducing traffic congestion and air pollution along I-80.
Pre-Labor Day “Getaway” service was operated on
the Morris & Essex, Northeast Corridor, North Jersey
Coast, and Raritan Valley Lines on Friday, September
2. On Labor Day, weekend/major holiday schedules
were in effect on all lines except for the MontclairBoonton and Pascack Valley Lines.
The Morris & Essex and North Jersey Coast Lines
received new timetables on September 10. This was
done to remove the additional summer service to the
New Jersey Shore. There were a few minor changes to
some M&E trains.
Several members reported that they had seen the test

Commuter and Transit Notes
(Continued from page 6)

Three trains in each direction are affected. The
project ends on December 9
• Track work between Queens Village and Jamaica
has added one to three minutes of running time
for midday weekday Hempstead, Port Jefferson,
and Ronkonkoma Branch trains
• Track work between Merillon Avenue and Mineola
required schedule adjustments to two midday
weekday Oyster Bay Branch trains
• Grade crossing renewal work at the Merritts Road
crossing between Bethpage and Farmingdale
caused schedule adjustments of one to three minutes on selected weekday midday eastbound
Ronkonkoma, Port Jefferson, Hempstead, and
Babylon Branch trains. Eastbound overnight trains
on these branches had schedule adjustments of 8
to 29 minutes. In addition, overnight westbound
trains on the Far Rockaway, Long Beach, Ronkonkoma, Hempstead and Port Jefferson
Branches had schedule adjustments of 29 and 30
minutes
• The track tie replacement program between
Hicksville and Syosset was completed, resulting in
the restoration of weekday midday schedules on
the Huntington/Port Jefferson Branch. Some Far
Rockaway, Hempstead and Port Jefferson Branch
trains also had schedule adjustments
• Airport access work will continue at Jamaica Station. Weekend eastbound Far Rockaway trains
will have two minutes added to their schedules
NJ Transit
NJ Transit reported that rail ridership jumped about 5
percent from 2003 to 64 million passenger trips, while
light rail passenger trips also increased, to 11.3 million
trips, up 24 percent from the previous year. Bus ridership exceeded 150 million trips, an increase of nearly 3
percent from 2003. Some of this has been attributed to
the rapidly rising cost of gasoline, but there could also
be some job growth.
According to a report in The Star-Ledger, the opening
of Secaucus Transfer and creation of additional parking
spaces at the Allwood Park & Ride in Clifton have had
an impact on DeCamp Bus Lines ridership to the point
where service has been cut drastically. A DeCamp
spokesman reported that in Orange and East Orange,
there was an 80 percent loss of morning ridership and a
30 percent loss of evening ridership to the train. DeCamp is suing NJ Transit, contending that MontclairBoonton Direct has violated the "destructive competition" clause of the agency's charter.
NJ Transit’s Board of Directors awarded a $50.8 million contract to Conti Enterprises to rehabilitate Newark
Broad Street Station. The station will remain open dur-

(Continued on page 8)
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PM, also caused train congestion between Princeton
Junction and Trenton. To mitigate customer delays, NJ
Transit offered alternate shuttle bus service between
Hamilton and Trenton.
Bob Underwood reported that during August he took
two rides on the RiverLine and photographed the eagles that had been temporarily displayed at several stations in Burlington County. There was a handout which
encouraged people to ride the line and “Track the Eagles.” At the bottom of the sheet was written “Don’t forget your camera.” I asked Bob if he encountered any
police on those days, and he told me that he did not. If
you remember the cows that appeared around New
York City several years ago, this is similar to that event.
I attended the ceremony which was held on Track A at
Newark Penn Station on September 14, where NJ Transit displayed its first multi-level car. The prototype car,
7200, was attached to ALP-46 4600. Despite the heavy
presence of police, I was unaware of anyone (media,
employees and rail fans) being told not to use his or her
camera. Speeches were given by Executive Director
George Warrington, State Transportation Commissioner
Jack Lettiere, Port Authority Chairman Anthony Coscia
(who joked that he brought along the check, because
the PA funded the first 100 cars), several elected officials, a Bombardier representative, and a member of
the Customer Design Team. Several speakers spoke
about the need to build the ARC Project (THE Tunnel).
Each multi-level car will offer 15-20 percent more seating capacity, than single-level coaches. The average
cost per car was $1.9 million. Most of the speakers
were happy to mention that these cars do not have any
“dreaded middle seats.” The first 100 cars are broken
down as follows: 15 cab cars with ADA restrooms and
127 seats, 37 trailers with ADA restrooms and 132
seats, and 48 trailers (no restrooms and 142 seats).
The 131 “option” cars (with identical seating arrangements) will be 18 cabs, 49 trailers (with restrooms), and
64 trailers (no restrooms). There are four side doors,
which are located close to the ends of the cars, and at
high-level platforms, all can be used; however, for any
low-level platforms, only the doors on the extreme ends
of the car have traps. The only negative comments that
I overheard were that there was no luggage rack on the
lower level and that the staircases were narrow, but
generally the reviews were favorable. It was a hot and
humid day, and the air conditioning worked very well.
NJ Transit officials were proud of the fact that this car
was developed with the assistance of its Customer Design Team (a focus group), which was composed of 14
commuters representing all of the rail lines.
Initially, seven prototype cars are being delivered;
three for testing in New Jersey and the remaining four
ado for testing in Pueblo, Colorado by the Federal Railroad Administration at their test site. The first production
car is scheduled to arrive in the spring. NJ Transit has
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train of Alstom PL42ACs 4020-4021 operating on lines
in the Hoboken Division. Those units bracketed a threecar train which was composed of a Comet II, a baggage
car (with test measuring equipment?) and a Comet V.
NJ Transit held a ceremony on Track A at Newark
Penn Station on September 14, where it put on display
its first bi-level (no longer referred to as multi-level) car.
Member Russ Jackson provided the following up-todate roster showing the disposition of Newark’s 30 PCC
cars.
CAR
LOCATION/DISPOSITION
1 City of Newark
2 San Francisco Muni
3 City of Shaker Heights. Now at Minnesota Transportation Museum
4 Jersey City for Bayonne Trolley Line
5 Destined to NJ Transportation Museum in Phillipsburg
6 Destined to NJ Transportation Museum in Phillipsburg
7 Jersey City for Bayonne Trolley Line
8 Damaged and scrapped
9 San Francisco Muni 1080
10 Destined to NJ Transportation Museum in Phillipsburg
11 San Francisco Muni
12 San Francisco Muni
13 Jersey City for Bayonne Trolley Line
14 San Francisco Muni
15 Jersey City for Bayonne Trolley Line
16 Retained by NJT as a work car at Bloomfield Vehicle Base Facility
17 San Francisco Muni
18 Damaged and scrapped
19 San Francisco Muni
20 San Francisco Muni
21 San Francisco Muni
22 San Francisco Muni
23 San Francisco Muni
24 Jersey City for Bayonne Trolley Line
25 Jersey City for Bayonne Trolley Line
26 Jersey City for Bayonne Trolley Line
27 City of Shaker Heights. Now at Shore Line (Branford) Trolley
Museum
28 Jersey City for Bayonne Trolley Line
29 Damaged and scrapped
30 Fire-damaged and scrapped

When I was at Newark Penn Station for the multi-level
car ceremony, I picked up copies of the latest Newark
City Subway timetable, which is dated June 25, 2005. A
note on the cover reads, “On Weekdays Some Evening
Trips Extended to Grove Street Station.”
On August 4, when a storm damaged the catenary
wires on the Northeast Corridor Line, knocking out rail
service, the RiverLine was used to carry passengers
between Camden and Trenton. Passengers were delivered to Camden from Philadelphia either by bus or via
PATCO, and service on the RiverLine was extended by
90 minutes, until 10:30 PM, with the agreement of Conrail. The service disruption, which began around 6:30

(Continued on page 9)
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3, 4, and 5 subway lines and some nearby buildings.
Completion is expected in 2009.
(Continued from page 8)
It took a visit to Newark to learn the reason for the
established a timeline with regard to testing the equip- extended midday headways (June 26 timetables) on the
ment and training the operating and maintenance per- World Trade Center/Newark Line. The reason was
sonnel, which is set to begin early next year. Where and some sort of work, because I observed a work train on
when will the cars run? Mr. Warrington told the assem- the westbound track between Harrison and Newark.
bled that they would be used on the heaviest lines, e.g. Revenue trains wrong-rail onto Track H at Newark Penn
those which operate into NY Penn Station. They are the Station. Over the summer, new turnstiles, capable of
Northeast Corridor, North Jersey Coast Lines, and Mid- accepting PATH QuickCards and NYCT MetroCards,
town Direct service on the Morris & Essex. Revenue were installed at Track H at Newark.
service is expected late in 2006, and at that time, the
The Zoetrope that was installed a few years ago along
Comet IV and Comet V cars will be reassigned to begin the northbound wall leaving 14th Street is still in use.
the retirement of the Comet Is, some of which will be Port Authority of New York & New Jersey
over 35 years of age and the Comet Ibs, which began
When the federal transportation bill was approved by
life as Arrow Is in 1968.
the House of Representatives on July 29, it included a
$100 million appropriation for the design and engineering of a freight tunnel under New York Harbor. The person who got this was Representative Jerrold L. Nadler
(D-NY), who has been championing this project for
many years. However, when he notified Port Authority
officials of this funding, they were not interested. It
seems that New York City Mayor Michael R.
Bloomberg, who once supported this concept, has
backed away from it due to objections by residents in
the Maspeth section of Queens, where it is planned to
construct a freight terminal. And as far as the Port Authority is concerned, it must come up with some of the
funds for major projects, including THE Tunnel under
the Hudson River and the “one-seat” ride from Lower
Manhattan to JFK Airport. History recalls that in 1921,
one of the reasons that the Port Authority was created
was so that such a freight tunnel could be constructed.
It was hoped that a tunnel under New York Harbor
would reduce the cost and uncertainty of freight shipments. Today, it has the potential to also reduce the volume of truck traffic. Estimates of the cost of this venture
range from $4.8 to $7.4 billion. According to the article
in The New York Times, the history of this idea goes
back even further, to 1893.
Amtrak
A CSX freight train derailed in Oak Point Yard in the
south Bronx. The incident occurred at around 7:15 AM,
August 23, blocking some tracks, damaging the catenary, and forcing a suspension of Amtrak service between Penn Station New York and New Haven. Service
NJ Transit photographs between New Haven and Boston was limited. MetroNorth honored Amtrak tickets on its New Haven Line
Port Authority Trans-Hudson Corporation
trains. Bob Underwood wrote that he overheard reports
With lots of elected officials on hand, the groundbreak- on his scanner directing Amtrak Train #141 to terminate
ing ceremony for the Santiago Calatrava-designed Ful- in New Haven. The passengers were put on board
ton Street Transportation Center was held on Tuesday Metro-North Trains #1539 (7:59 AM) and #1541 (8:12
September 6. At the present time, the project has a AM). No doubt passengers boarding at stations farther
$2.21 billion price tag. When completed, it will provide a down the line had to stand. All day, westbound trains
network of underground connections between PATH terminated at New Haven and their passengers were
and NYC Transit’s A, C, E, J, M, R, W, Z, 1, 2, transported to New York via Metro-North. Metro-North
Commuter and Transit Notes
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train crews were instructed to get a count of the number
of Amtrak passengers that they carried, so that the railroad could seek reimbursement. Later in the day, Bob
heard that Metro-North ran several trains exclusively for
Amtrak. Television news coverage showed three hoppers of the derailed freight train. Over the next three
days, limited Regional non-electric (no Acela or Metroliner) service with nine trains in each direction was operated. Normal service was resumed Friday, August 26.
With the slow return of the Acela trainsets to service, it
was not economically feasible to reissue Amtrak’s system timetable to keep up with the changes. In fact, there
had been some reports that in some locations the April
25 editions had been destroyed. A September 1 visit to
NY Penn found supplies of that timetable, with a yellow
sticker informing that due to changes that were made
on May 2, the train schedules on pages 30-59 are not
current. This also affected the Florida service in August.
Riders were advised to obtain copies of the panel cards
for the Northeast Corridor, Empire, and Keystone Services, and the Atlantic Coast Line.
The New York Times (September 9) reported that
Amtrak was planning to raise commutation fares on its
Northeast Corridor routes by as much as 50 percent.
Amtrak refused to comment on this, and it was regular
riders (who were notified by ticket agents of the pending
fare hikes) who were quoted in the newspaper. About
18,000 people purchase monthly Amtrak tickets. Amtrak
spokesman Clifford Black would not comment on the
fares but did confirm that train service would be discontinued at the Cornwells Heights station, which is located
between North Philadelphia and Trenton. SEPTA R7
trains would continue to serve the station, which has an
abundance of parking spaces. Subsequently, under political pressure, Amtrak President David Gunn canceled
the fare increase.
Museums
The Shore Line Trolley Museum (Branford) recognized the following NY Division members who have
been a part of the number for the number of years indicated: Donald Eisele (50), Arthur Ferguson (40), Larry
Wartur (25), and David Ross (15). Congratulations to
them all.
Due to what were called "operating circumstances,"
the routing of the October 23 "Farewell to the FL-9" fan
trip was changed so now the train will operate over the
"Berkshire Hills" Route from Danbury to Canaan, Connecticut. The New Haven timetable dated May 12,
1968, showed this station to be 116.5 miles from Grand
Central Terminal, and served by two daily trains. The
next stop, six miles north, was Sheffield, Massachusetts, and the line terminated in Pittsfield. Metro-North
reported that the last time that passenger trains operated over this line was 1971. Thanks to member Glenn
10

Rowe for the news.
Miscellaneous
Weekly Rail Review reported that the replacement
legislation for the expired Transportation Equity Act was
signed into law by President Bush on July 31. The new
law is entitled the "Safe, Accountable, Flexible and Efficient Transportation Equity Act of 2005: A Legacy for
Users" and is abbreviated SAFETEA-LU. $286.5 billion
in federal funding is provided for transportation improvement projects over the next 6 years. Notable projects
that will be funded include $400 million toward extension of Los Angeles, California’s Metro Gold Line and
$260 million toward extension of DART light rail lines in
Dallas, Texas.
Tables in the food court on the lower level of Grand
Central Terminal are decorated with old tickets, tokens,
and maps. While having lunch there recently, I noticed
that there was a New York Central ticket with a space
for the Conductor to punch that a “Clergy” fare had
been charged. I asked a friend who had been a New
York Central Conductor and he wrote: “Several railroads
years ago [Erie, DL&W, B&O, RDG, NYC and JCL, to
name a few] had reduced fares for the Clergy and the
Military. It could range between ten to maybe thirtythree percent off the regular fare. Would you like to
know how many Priests, Ministers, and Rabbis were my
‘guests’ on the train? Let’s not forget the Nuns. Those
reduced fares ended years ago.”
Hurricane Katrina
Nothing that I write here could do justice for the tens
of thousands of people who lost nearly everything that
they owned along the Gulf Coast (Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama) — and let us not forget that Katrina
also took many lives. The devastation caused by this
Category V storm, with winds of up to 145 mph, will cost
billions of dollars, and, according to news reports, will
have a long-term effect on all Americans, whether or not
they live in the area that received the brunt of the storm.
Although New Orleans was spared a direct hit because
the storm took a more easterly course, the amount of
damage to so many areas along the Gulf Coast was
beyond imagination. As we all learned, most of New
Orleans sits below sea level and requires the use of
levees and pumps to keep the water from overrunning
the city. After Katrina departed on its northern course,
on August 29, the 17th Street and Industrial Levees
broke (two days later, the London Avenue Canal was
breached), flooding areas that had already dried up, or
had not been flooded. With 80 percent of New Orleans
under water, the only “transit” that was in operation
were boats and later in the week, military amphibious
vehicles and swamp boats, which were used for rescue
purposes. The New York Times published a photo of
Canal St. under several feet of water.
The following was excerpted from a report that was
forwarded from The Times-Picayune. Much of New
(Continued on page 11)
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Orleans’ public transit infrastructure, including the 24/
Canal Street and 7/Riverfront trolleys and at least half of
the 350 buses in the fleet, remained partially submerged in floodwaters and may be beyond repair, according to RTA officials. The aforementioned street cars
were stored at the A. Philip Randolph Operations Facility on the 2800 block of Canal Street. When transit
workers evacuated the building in early September, water levels in the parking lot had already risen “up to the
steering wheels’’ of most of the vehicles. “It wasn’t a
pretty sight,’’ said Mark Major, the agency’s finance director. “Those new streetcars have a lot of delicate
electronics. Even if they were sitting in clear pool of water, it would have caused serious problems. The fact
that the water is filled with gasoline and other corrosives
is not good news.’’ He said the same holds true for
buses. The news is better for the 35 cars which operate
on the St. Charles Avenue line; they appear to have
escaped serious water damage, although the condition
of the tracks and the roadbed beneath them, the overhead electrical system, and the power stations is unknown. “We’re hoping the metal bodies (of the streetcars) are OK,’’ he said. “But until we get a look inside,
we won’t know what can be salvaged. Some may be in
good shape, some may have damage, and some may
need total replacement.’’ While all streetcars and buses
are covered by insurance, it is unclear how much depreciation will play into what the RTA can recover and
how soon. The bottom line, Major said, is that even
when New Orleans’ transit system gets back in business, rail service probably won’t be part of the equation
at first. “Large portions of Canal Street are still sitting in
water,’’ he said. “There’s a lot that has to be assessed,
but we believe it’s imperative to get some kind of rail
back in service as soon as possible. Our streetcars are
icons and it’s important that our citizens see them up
and running.’’
The Superdome was designated as an emergency
shelter, and when water leaked in and systems began
to break down, a fleet of 500 buses was to be assembled to transport these “residents” about 350 miles to
the Astrodome in Houston, Texas. Other states reached
out, and for those affected, too many days later, muchneeded supplies, workers, and National Guardsmen
from other parts of the United States began to arrive.
In our metropolitan area, besides the funds that were
raised by communities and charities, New York sent 73
MCI Express buses (20 MTA Bus and 53 NYC Transit)
with two Operators aboard each vehicle (so that they
could travel, only making stops for food and fuel). They
transported Police and Fire personnel and supplies,
along with support staff. Newsday reported that their
mission would be to transport the now-homeless to
shelters in Dallas and Little Rock, and would last one
11

week. However, it turned out that they transported support staff that was assisting the displaced residents of
New Orleans. They joined colleagues of the NYC Fire
and Police Departments and Office of Emergency Management who were already on site in New Orleans. This
contingent of volunteers was made up of 230 from MTA
and 171 from the NYPD. Although classified as volunteers, all would be paid. The Port Authority sent two
teams of emergency responders consisting of three Office of Emergency Management personnel and a technician from Unisys, the Port Authority’s technology services
contract firm. The NYCT buses arrived back in New York
over the weekend of September 10-11, and the MTA
buses on Monday, September 12.
Initially, Amtrak terminated the Crescent (#19/20) in
Atlanta and the City of New Orleans (#58/59) in Memphis and the Sunset Limited (#1/2) provided service
between Los Angeles and San Antonio. No service was
provided between New Orleans and Atlanta, Memphis,
or San Antonio through the second week of September.
Beginning on September 3 (southbound) and September 4 (northbound), the City of New Orleans began running to Jackson, Mississippi. On September 12
(southbound) and September 13 (northbound), the
Crescent was extended to Meridien, Mississippi, but
Sunset Limited service was unchanged. And obviously,
there was still no service from any of these cities into
New Orleans.
The freight railroads were not immune to Katrina’s
effects, either. Norfolk Southern’s service to locations
south of Meridian, Mississippi to and including New Orleans, Louisiana and between Marion Junction, Alabama and Mobile, Alabama was disrupted. Traffic normally moving though these areas for interchange was
rerouted in cooperation with other carriers. An email
that was forwarded to me reported that without the help
of any governmental agency, on September 10, Norfolk
Southern restored rail service over the Lake Pontchartrain Bridge. At 5.82 miles, this is the world’s largest
railroad bridge.
Member Paul Gawkowski wrote to me that after his
first visit to New Orleans, “I liked the city so much
(what's not to like?), I returned there for Mardi Gras on
Kansas City Southern’s Southern Belle, which was a
great ride. After Mardi Gras I rode the KCS Flying Crow
back to Kansas City, which I liked even better because
it had an ex-New York Central Empire State Express
round-end observation car on the rear. This was only a
few years after the Canal Street line had been converted to bus. Who'd have thought that not only the Canal Street Line would come back but there would also
be a Waterfront Line. Let's hope that New Orleans can
recover from this awful tragedy and that the whole city
as well as the streetcar lines can be put back together.”
I would like to add that no matter what ultimately happens, all of us who have visited New Orleans will still
(Continued on page 12)
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have fond memories of our visits to The Big Easy.
When the city is rebuilt, hopefully its restaurants and
jazz halls that have become institutions will return, and
let us not forget the beignets from the Cafe Du Monde.
Other Transit Systems
Boston, Massachusetts
Having been aware for some time that the underground radio system that is used to communicate between field personnel and the control center is obsolete,
the MBTA approved a $7.9 million contract in July with a
Florida company to install a new digital radio system. It
will be able to operate off of multiple frequencies using
a higher bandwidth, making it easier for different groups
to share channels and contact each other. Other contracts totaling $52.9 million have been issued to design
the system and install antennas and equipment in the
subway tunnels. The work will be done over the next
two years.
Since the start of “Show-n-Go,” customers have experienced faster and more efficient boarding at select
high-volume stops. In response to positive feedback,
three more high-volume stops (Warren Street, Allston
Street, and Long Avenue) on the B/Boston College Line
were added to the program as of Tuesday, September
6.
MBTA is in the process of installing a state-of-the-art
Automated Train Operation (ATO) system on the Orange Line from Chinatown to Oak Grove. New switch
machines, train stop devices, track circuits, signal
rooms, and cabling are being installed. The new system
is compatible with the existing signal system on the
Southwest Corridor (Orange Line-South) and will significantly improve system reliability and capacity while at
the same time allowing for increased operational flexibility. The next phase requires bus replacement service
between the Haymarket and Oak Grove stations and
will run until mid-November. MBTA contractors were
given early access to the Orange Line Sunday evening
through Thursday evening from 9 PM through the end
of service each night. During that time, buses transport
customers between the Haymarket and Oak Grove stations. An alternative to Orange Line service is commuter
rail service from North Station to the Oak Grove and
Malden stations.
It has not gone unnoticed that the $1 billion Silver Line
does not appear on many of MBTA’s maps. Now, the “T”
is planning to replace 600 “spider'' maps that show the
layout of the agency's subway lines throughout the city
and immediate suburbs. At a cost of $40 a map, it is a
cheap way to make some much-needed changes. In
addition to not showing the Silver Line, many maps
would have unknowing riders believe they can make
four stops on the Green Line's B Line that were recently
eliminated. Some maps even show stops between
12

Heath Street and Arborway, which has not run since
December 27, 1985. A debate has been raging in Jamaica Plain about whether to restore service south of
Heath Street. In 1990, the state committed to restarting
the route as part of commitments to improve mass transit while the “Big Dig” upgraded Boston's major highways. But over the years, several studies came out
questioning the feasibility. MBTA backed off the idea,
and in May the state announced that it would seek to kill
the project in favor of other transit improvements. In
addition to the subway signs, officials are also considering a plan to post new signs outside stations telling disabled riders which escalators and elevators are not
working.
$300,000 is being spent to spruce up commuter rail
stations in an effort to “tidy them up” with the hope of
enticing some auto drivers, who are fed up with the high
cost of gasoline to switch to rail. Initial improvements
include power-washing 64 stations to remove debris
and stains, installing new benches at 14 stops, adding
electronic message boards at 12 stations, replacing
worn-out trash cans and adding extra ones where
needed at all 127 commuter stations, and removing outdated signs. Parking spaces will be added to some stations. Thanks to member Todd Glickman for these reports from The Boston Globe and Boston Herald.
Camden, New Jersey
Member Gregory Campolo sent copies of PATCO’s
summer timetable, which went into effect on June 11.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
SEPTA has placed on its website a request for
“Expressions of Interest” for anyone who would like to
purchase its fleet of 45 Bombardier push/pull cars,
seven AEM-7s, and one ALP-44. However, this would
not take place until 2010 or 2011. Apparently, the transit
agency would rather operate a uniform fleet of EMUs. It
is rumored that NJ Transit would like to acquire these
vehicles in trade for 50 of its Arrow IIIs, but SEPTA must
first attempt to sell its cars.
Member David W. Safford sent a few articles from
metro magazine. Because the dispute with the contractor who is rebuilding the Market Street portion of the
Elevated has been sufficiently resolved, work has been
proceeding. A 9-day shutdown took place from 8 PM
August 19 through 5 AM August 29. No “L” service was
provided between 52nd Street and 69th Street and passengers destined for those stations had to use buses.
Market-Frankford trains did operate between the Frankford Transportation Center and 52nd Street; however, A/
B skip-stop service was suspended. Grade crossing
warning devices were being installed at ten locations on
Route 101 (Media) and the trunk portion of Routes 101
and 102 (Sharon Hill). These new systems include alternating flashing red lights, crossing gates, and an audible device which conforms to state and federal standards. They are expected to be in service sometime this
(Continued on page 13)
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winter. The second phase of this project for Route 102
will take place in 2006.
Gregory Campolo also filled in all of the recently issued SEPTA timetables. City Transit Division Routes
10, 11, 13, 34, and 36 as well as the Market-Frankford
“L” and Broad Street Subway Lines got new ones on
June 12, while Route 100/Norristown went in one day
later. The Regional Rail lines were replaced on June 19.
The yellow color of Route R1 (Airport), has been
changed to a darker shade of yellow.
Effective August 29, two weekday trips to Bryn Mawr
were added during the evening rush hour on Route 100/
Norristown. Weekend running times were also adjusted.
Route 101 now operates hourly service on Sundays
from 5 to 8 AM instead of every half-hour. The City
Transit Division also got new timetables; however, on
Route 36, the June 12 editions will remain in effect into
the fall as shuttle buses continue to operate due to construction between 49th Street & Woodland Avenue and
56th Street & Elmwood Avenue. More than 3,800 feet of
rail and roadway are being replaced.

On September 4, nearly 15 months after the planned
opening date, streetcars returned to Route 15/Girard
Avenue. The timetable, which can be seen on-line, includes the “PTC” logo with SEPTA lettering (above).
Service operates seven days a week on this 8.2-mile
line. Weekday peak hour headways are 10 minutes.
SEPTA in its press release reminded motorists that it
has been a while (almost 13 years — the actual date
was September 14, 1992) since streetcars ran on Girard Avenue, and those who are caught face fines of
$100 plus the possibility that the vehicle could be
towed.
Glenn Rowe forwarded the news that SEPTA held a
ceremony at 10 AM Thursday, September 1, at the
Philadelphia Zoo, at the corner of 34th Street & Girard
Avenue. Two cars brought children from opposite ends
of the line, and then the children were treated to free
Zoo admission.
On opening day, member Lee Winson was there, and
reported “Route 15 didn't do very well as a streetcar
route. By 1 PM, there were significant delays in service.
After a long wait at the Richmond/Westmoreland terminal, three cars showed up in a group. SEPTA added
buses to provide some semblance of service. Headways remained poor, about 30 minutes instead of the
scheduled 15 minutes for weekend service. Regular
riders were not happy at all about the return
of streetcars and of course were upset about the service delays.”
13

We also have a report from David W. Safford. “I took a
trip today (September 5) to look at the progress in rebuilding the Harrisburg to Philadelphia ‘Keystone’ line.
Track work is proceeding from west to east, and is now
complete to a point about two miles west of Gap, Pennsylvania (State Route 41). The original track is completely updated: new grading, new concrete ties, new
welded rail, new ballast. I am told by Amtrak personnel
that their use for concrete ties is such that Amtrak has
purchased a concrete plant in Wilmington to ensure an
adequate supply. There is no sign yet as far west as
Lancaster of any catenary work, although that is, at
least theoretically, part of the program. The station in
Lancaster originally had six tracks, with high level platforms between the outside pairs. The 1, 2, 5, and 6
tracks have been removed, leaving the platforms far
removed from the remaining 3 and 4 tracks. There are
‘temporary’ glorified gangplanks now allowing access to
trains on the center tracks. Work to widen the entire
platform is scheduled for ‘fall 2005 or spring 2006.’
There is no sign of any other upgrading, although relatively new elevators allow handicapped access from
street to concourse and concourse to platforms.”
The Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission
was expected to approve the Transportation Improvement Plan for its region. (Every region must do so.) This
process is required in order for projects to be included
on a list to receive federal funding. The Delaware Valley
Association of Rail Passengers (www.dvarp.org) reported that at one point, the Roosevelt Boulevard
(Broad Street) Extension was withdrawn, but later reinstated, but that does not mean the project will be advanced. There was a change to the routing of the proposed Quakertown commuter rail extension. This service would still continue to Philadelphia via Jenkintown
as it did before the suspension of service in 1981,
rather than via the Stony Creek Bridge (Lansdale to
Norristown) as was proposed in the most recent study.
DVARP says the Jenkintown routing will provide faster
trips to Center City. Also proposed are a second freight
track on the “High Line” through West Philadelphia and
a flyover on the Northeast Corridor at “Phil” Interlocking.
A flyover would allow northbound R1 and R2 trains to
cross over the express tracks and reach SEPTA’s line to
30th Street (upper level) without causing conflicts with
other trains.
When SEPTA inherited the rail lines of the Reading
Company and Pennsylvania Railroad, the vast majority
of stations had low-level platforms. SEPTA has slowly
been building high platforms. Recently completed were
Chalfont and Melrose Park, and soon to start will be
Fort Washington, New Britain, and Cheltenham. Virtually all SEPTA commuter trains use end doors with
traps. A few push-pull coaches have a high-level center
door as well. The 1974-1975 "Silverliner IV" came with
a side plug for future center doors, but these were
(Continued on page 14)
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never installed. Thanks to Lee Winson for this report.
Washington, D.C. area
The Washington Post reported that the cost of the
proposed 11-mile Metrorail extension to Tysons Corner
has been reduced by 25%, by shortening a tunnel
through Tysons Corner as well as altering the
"architecturally significant" design of the columns supporting the elevated portions of the track and revising
the design of stations. However, the project, instead of
costing $2.4 billion, would now be $1.8 billion. The new
price still exceeds by $300 million the project's $1.5 billion financing plan, and where the additional funds
would come from has not been determined.
On May 20, Virginia Railway Express awarded a $109
million contract for 11 bi-level cars to Sumitomo Corporation of America and its carbuilding partner Nippon
Sharyo, Ltd. This award comes with an option for 50
cars. The cars, which contain 144 seats, are similar to
those which are currently being delivered to METRA,
and replacements for the single-level Mafersa cars
which were sold to CDOT last year. Deliveries are expected to be made between the end of 2006 and the
beginning of 2007.
South Florida
Tri-Rail suspended service on August 25 and 26 due
to Hurricane Katrina.
Member Karl Groh sent a photo of the first two Colorado Rail Cars that have been completed for Tri-Rail.
Unfortunately, on July 27, the low-level car burned up
totally at the Pueblo, Colorado test center. The cab car
is numbered 703.
Chicago, Illinois
A new timetable was issued for the Metra UP Northwest Line, effective September 4. The primary reason
the timetable has been reissued is the opening of the
Pingree Road station in Crystal Lake. It has a large
parking lot (400 spaces initially, and room to expand to
1,700) for the fast-growing area. In addition, there are
some minor timing changes to improve on-time performance. Also, for the first time in a long time there is a
Des Plaines short-turn - the 3:25 PM from Downtown.
There used to be quite a few Des Plaines short-turns
prior to the opening of the CTA Rapid Transit to Rosemont and Airport. In fact there was even a storage yard
at Des Plaines. Thanks to member Jim Beeler for sending copies of the timetable and for this report.
Chesterton, Indiana
A little-known fact for those who do not commute on
the South Shore, but NICTD is unique among commuter railroad operators in that for the part of the year
that daylight saving time is in effect its trains operate in
two time zones, Central and Eastern. Trains magazine
reported that NICTD, the South Shore’s parent agency,
has asked St. Joseph County (South Bend) Commis14

sioners to petition the federal Department of Transportation to switch from Eastern to Central time. That would
put the South Shore's entire route, from South Bend to
Chicago, in the same time zone. On NICTD’s website
the following note appears next to the windows for requesting timetable information: “SOUTH BEND PASSENGERS - check here if you are traveling to or from South
Bend beginning the last Sunday in October thru 12:01
a.m. on the first Sunday in April (Standard Time).” DOT
has told Indiana it will hold hearings only for counties
that specifically ask for a change and make a time-zone
change only if there is compelling evidence. St. Joseph
is the easternmost of the four northwestern Indiana
counties served by the South Shore. All four counties
want to be in the same time zone, but officials have not
been able to decide which one. This sounds like a compelling reason for St. Joseph to adopt Central, and if it
decides to go that way, the other three might, as well.
Historically, the northwestern-corner counties have
stayed “Central” in practice because of economic ties to
Chicago. In case you were not aware, it was on October
18, 1883, that the railroads in the United States, without
any state or federal legislation, created the four time
zones that we have today. This was done in order to
create order out of chaos with regards to train scheduling. Prior to that date, there were 56 different U.S. time
zones!
St. Louis, Missouri
Members Bob and Judy Matten were in St. Louis for
the Lionel Train convention and participated in a tour of
the construction for the Metrolink extension from Forest
Park to Shrewsbury, which is behind schedule as well
as over budget. Some of the delays/escalated costs can
be attributed the need to construct a portion of the line
underground to assuage the concerns of NIMBYs. As of
July, the completion date was projected to be sometime
between September 1 and October 1, 2006. The stations are being built to accommodate two-car trains,
because that is the normal consist for the present line
that runs between Lambert Airport and Scott AFB. Single rides are $1.50, while all-day passes are $4. The
September 7, 2004 timetable was still in effect on
Metrolink.
Salt Lake City, Utah
There is lots of rail news this month for Salt Lake City.
First, Bombardier Transportation was awarded a $29
million contract for 12 bi-level cars that will be used in
the initial 44-mile line between Salt Lake City and
Pleasant View, which is expected to open by 2008.
There would be intermediate stations at Wood Cross,
Farmington, Layton, Clearfield, Roy, and Ogden. The
press release did not break down the number of cabs or
trailers, but there is an option for 23 cars. The transit
agency is getting a $5 million price break as it was able
to “piggyback” its order with the one that is currently in
construction for New Mexico. Last year 30 retired Metra
(Continued on page 15)
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Gallery cars were received at the cost of $1 each. UTA
has plans for a 120-mile commuter rail system.
Light rail has not been forgotten. In July, 45-day comment period was begun to solicit feedback on the proposed Mid-Jordan Corridor project, a 10-mile line that
would branch off the existing line at Midvale and continue to Daybreak South in Jordan. Once this is done,
the project can be submitted to the federal government
for approval of funding. If approved, construction could
begin in 2009.
Portland, Washington
The Mattens also went to Portland to attend the
NRHS convention. As could be expected, there were
lots of trains to ride, including the Lewis and Clark
(SP&S) Explorer between Portland and Astoria (86
miles) aboard a former BC Rail RDC. This train was put
into service to ease congestion on the two-lane highway
between the aforementioned cities for attendees at
Lewis and Clark events. The last run was scheduled for
October 3, and Bob wrote that after that date, the equipment will be sold. On other days a private Amtrak special was operated from Portland to Wishram, Washington (100 miles) via the ex-SP&S River Level Route on
the north side of the Columbia River Gorge, Port of Tillamook Bay Railroad (108 miles) from Banks to Cochran, and the Mt. Rainier Scenic Railroad (40 miles) to
Morton, Washington. Bob and Judy rode the Portland
City Street Car, which was just extended this past
March to SW Gibbs, and the new Yellow Line, which
loops around downtown (like the original Blue Line) and
after crossing the bridge over the Willamette River runs
to Expo Center. A map of the Portland City Streetcar
shows that the extension to SW Moody will open in
2006. On the covers of Tri-Met’s three light rail line timetables there is a logo to recognize the transit agency’s
35th anniversary. The Blue Line was issued on September 5, 2004, while the Red and Yellow Lines carry June
5, 2005 dates.
A 2-hour ticket costs $1.70 and an all-day pass is
$3.50. After the convention ended, the Mattens flew to
Calgary (see below).
San Francisco, California
Here is a follow-up to last month’s article in the San
Francisco Chronicle about BART’s SFO Extension,
which was sent by member Dennis Cavagnaro. BART’s
Board of Directors met on August 11 and approved another reduction, the fourth such change in service since
the opening of the line on June 22, 2003. One of the
proposals under consideration was elimination of weekend service to the South San Francisco and San Bruno
stations, but, in the end, reluctantly, it was decided to
increase the rush hour headways from 7 or 8 minutes to
15 minutes (20 minutes in the evening), and route the
Blue Line (Dublin/Pleasanton), with its shorter trains to
15

this service. Formerly Red (Richmond) and Yellow
(Pittsburg/Bay Pointe) Line trains served this line. Daily
ridership, at 30,000, is below what had been estimated.
These changes went into effect on September 12. The
San Mateo County Transportation District, which is
obliged to pay all operating costs, notified BART that it
could not afford to cover the more than $10 million.
These service cuts as well as elimination of a discount
for San Mateo County residents will save $1.1 million.
When BART was set up, San Mateo County did not participate, hence this financial arrangement.
San Diego, California
Opening day ceremonies for the 5.8-mile Mission Valley East Extension, to be known as the Green Line,
were held on July 8. At the same time, the system’s first
“subway” station, beneath San Diego State University,
was opened. The tunnel is 4,000 feet long. San Diego’s
light rail system now stands at 54 miles on three
branches. This extension could add 11,000 riders to the
70,000 San Diego Trolley was already carrying each
day. Revenue service began on July 9.
Santa Clara, California
On August 1, the Valley Transit Authority began service on Phase I of the Vasona LRT extension from Convention Center to Winchester, 8 stations. Though owned
by VTA, the Vasona Corridor, between the San Jose
Diridon station and the Winchester station in Campbell,
is a shared corridor with Union Pacific Railroad (freight)
and VTA light rail passenger operations. Although VTA
and UPRR operate on separate tracks, this shared section is subject to operating regulations by the Federal
Railroad Administration, that in some cases differ from
transit industry standards, which are regulated by the
California Public Utilities Commission. VTA has approval for operations from the CPUC, but must also
gain approval from the FRA as well. With FRA approval,
VTA began operating non-revenue trains on the twostation extension from Winchester to Vasona Junction
on September 5. Revenue service is expected to begin
sometime this month. About 120 trains were operated
each day.
Summer 2005 Road Trip
Attending the American Vecturist Association’s convention in Knoxville, Tennessee was the focal point of a
two-week, 2,500 mile adventure that took my wife and
me to nine states, and the rest of the trip was built
around it. I selected Pittsburgh as the first stop so that I
could ride the Overbrook Line, which was not in operation during my previous visit in 2000. It reopened on
June 2, 2004, after a major rebuilding. Several trains of
the new CAF cars (4300s) were in service, and we
passed up a few inbound cars at Washington Junction
until one appeared. The original fleet of LRVs is being
rebuilt, and upon return, the first two digits are being
changed from “41xx” to “42xx”. One trainset (42114225) was running. There is one timetable (June 19,
(Continued on page 16)
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2005) that includes Routes 42S/South Hills Village via
Beechview, 47L/Library via Overbrook, 47S/South Hills
Village via Overbrook, and 44L/Library Shuttle, which
operates on Sundays between Library and Washington
Junction. PAT has several fare zones. Riding between
Wood Street, First Avenue, and Gateway is free. The
“Downtowner Zone” is between the aforementioned stations and Station Square, for which there is a charge of
$1.25; after that, zones increase by 50 cents. The first
zone is to Washington Junction, and the second is to
South Hills Village and Library. There are also reduced
fares. A surcharge of 50 cents is added to all cash fares
paid on cars inbound from 6-9 AM and outbound from 46:30 PM. Passes, tickets or transfers are not subject to
the surcharge. We overnighted in Pittsburgh and the
next morning left for the Frank Lloyd Wright-built house,
Falling Water, in Ohiopyle, Pennsylvania. From there,
we drove through West Virginia, which became my 50th
state.
After an overnight stay in Winchester, Kentucky, we
made our way to Highway 127 where the “World’s Largest Garage Sale,” which runs from Covington, Kentucky
to Gadsden, Alabama, was taking place. This event
typically occurs on the second weekend of August. A
few purchases were made, and we continued west to
the Opryland Resort in Nashville where we met my sister in-law and her boy friend. On I-65, south of Upton,
Tennessee, we crossed from the Eastern into the Central Time Zone. In the two days that we were there, we
did some sightseeing. A telephone call to RTA provided
the location of an MTA bus yard where I was told that
some of the ex-Metra Gallery cars were being stored.
There were more of these cars at the Tennessee Railway Museum, which will be preparing them for Music
City Star commuter service. I learned that service between Nashville and Lebanon which was originally
scheduled to begin this month, has been delayed until
sometime next year due to funding delays. One of the
employees told me that RTA had purchased the cars for
$1 each, because it was cheaper for Metra to dispose
of the cars in that manner. RTA owns the following:
8761-8762 (cab cars), and 7755, 7758-59, 7776, 7780,
and 7782-83 (trailers). Checking member Andre Kristopans website, (http://community-2.webtv.net/ajk100/
COMMUTERRAILCARS/), I found that he had listed
two additional cab cars, 8753 and 8760; so it is unknown whether these cars were perhaps elsewhere
being renovated. Three former Amtrak F-40s, 332, 398,
and 399, will provide the motive power and are to be
renumbered 120-122. The Tennessee Central Railway
Museum operates a number of steam train excursions
with distances varying from 64 to 180 miles, round-trip.
Some of the other equipment that I observed were Gallery cars 700 and 703, which have Great Lakes West16

ern lettering, ex-Burlington Northern E-9As 9910 and
9917, ex-New York Central E-8A 4080, and ex-Amtrak
F-40 258. Regarding 700 and 703, Andre wrote that
those cars are ex-Amtrak nee-C&NW. Great Lakes
Western was a short-lived tour operator near Chicago
that bought at least 6 of the cars from Amtrak about
1995 or so and had them painted in Chicago North
Western-like colors. They ran at best a couple of trips
(including a very poorly planned Des Plaines-Green
Bay "gambling train" that was scheduled for four hours
each way but took almost ten because of bad track on
parts of the Wisconsin Central at that time) and then
went bust. For a while the cars were sitting in Mukwonago Wisconsin on the WC, but they eventually vanished. So now we know the location of two of these
cars.
We drove east to Chattanooga (returning to the Eastern Time Zone) where we spent two days at the Chattanooga Choo Choo Hotel. This station building was
opened on December 1, 1909 as Chattanooga’s
“Terminal Station;” it closed when the last Southern Railway train departed on August 11, 1970. In 1973, after
being vacant, it was opened as a vacation complex. The
current owners are affiliated with the Holiday Inn chain.
There are three buildings which have hotel rooms, but
for those with a few extra bucks, you can spend the
night in one of 24 former Southern Railroad cars (each
of which has been divided into two rooms). They have
all of the latest amenities, including a full bathroom. You
will also find many stores which sell railroad motif items,
and there are several rail-related activities, railroad
theme restaurants, etc. Two of the restaurant cars are
former Penn-Central (NYC) stainless steel 4546
(Kitchen-Diner, 696) and 4546 (Grill-Diner 456). According to New York Central’s Great Steel Fleet 19481967 by Geoffrey H. Doughty, the Chattanooga Choo
Choo also received several similar cars, but I did not
see them during my visit. There is also a former New
Orleans 900-series car, which carries the number 36. It
operates hourly during daytime hours on a one-mile line
around the property. “Edward the Conductor” (that is
what his business card reads) is the motorman who
narrates an interesting tour on the approximately 30minute ride.
Of course there was lots of sightseeing to be done
here as well, and that included visits to the Incline Railway up to Lookout Mountain, Rock City, and Ruby Falls.
For readers of this column, the Incline Railway, which
bills itself as the “steepest passenger railway,” was the
most interesting, and has been designated as both a
National Historic Site and National Historic Mechanical
Engineering Landmark. On a clear day, it is possible to
see seven states (Tennessee, Georgia, Alabama, Kentucky, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Virginia).
The weather was a bit hazy, so I don’t think we saw all
of the states. The Incline Railway is cable-operated,
(Continued on page 17)
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with one passing siding at the midpoint of the nearly
one-mile long line that reaches an elevation of over
2,000 feet. Near the top the grade is an astounding
72.7%, and the cars, now the fourth generation, have
“stadium-type” seating and steps to reach the seats.
These cars have been in service since March, 1987.
The original cars, which dated from the line’s opening in
1895 were replaced in the 1920s. In 1949, they, in turn,
were placed by cars that were constructed by the
Southern Coach Company, a bus manufacturer. Paul
Gawkowski wrote: “I stopped at Lookout Mountain on
my way from Fort Lee, Virginia to Fort Carson, Colorado
in late December, 1967. In my mind, I can still see the
Southern Coach builder’s plate in the car. Other railfan
activities on the trip included my first visit to New Orleans and the St. Charles streetcar and a ride across
the border fro El Paso into Mexico on the ex-San Diego
PCCs. I was driving my red 1962 Studebaker Hawk GT.
It was a great trip.”
Getting around downtown Chattanooga is easy and
free, thanks to a fleet of electric (battery-powered)
buses. Service operates approximately every five minutes between 6 AM and 9:30 PM on weekdays, and
with slightly reduced hours on weekends. The route
begins across the street from the Chattanooga Choo
Choo where the maintenance facility is, and ends at the
Aquarium, near the Tennessee River. These vehicles
were built locally by Advanced Vehicle Systems, which
is now defunct. There are numerous art works displayed
around the city, and the lyrics (complete with the musical score) of the famous “Chattanooga Choo Choo”
have been placed in concrete on a portion of the sidewalk near the Aquarium. This song was written by Harry
Warren and Mack Gordon and introduced by the Glenn
Miller Orchestra in 1941. It became more popular after
being featured in the movie “Sun Valley Serenade” and
performed by Tex Beneke and the Modernaires.
After saying goodbye to our traveling companions who
returned to St. Louis, my wife and I drove to Knoxville to
attend the 55th AVA convention. Many AVA members are
also rail fans, and each convention includes some type
of rail excursion, and there would be no exception this
time. On Saturday afternoon we were transported to the
Three Rivers Rambler (www.ThreeRiversRambler.com)
via restored Knoxville Transit 409 (1957 GM TDH45122689). For those who are interested, the train derives its
name from a portion of the line where the train travels
over a bridge that spans the confluence of the Tennessee, Holston, and French Broad Rivers. Our train for the
11-mile, 90-minute ride was composed of three former
Reading Company steel coaches that were constructed
by Bethlehem Steel in 1932. Their original numbers
were not discernable, and I am attempting to get this
information for our readers. These cars are not num17

bered, but instead are named as follows: “Trustworthy”,
“Intrepid,” and “Resourceful.” The first two cars contain
seats, while the latter is the sales car which also contains two restrooms. Motive power was 203, a 2-8-0
Consolidation-type locomotive built in 1925 by Baldwin
Locomotive Company of Philadelphia. There were also
an open gondola car, which despite the intermittent rain
still carried a fair number of passengers, and a caboose. At the end of the line, the locomotive ran around
the train and pulled the train back to Knoxville. After our
group had detrained, we again boarded 409, which took
us to the East Tennessee Historical Center in downtown
Knoxville, where we saw very recently restored Knoxville single-truck car 416 (Cincinnati Car Company,
1925). GOMACO did a beautiful restoration job and although the car cannot currently operate due to the additional funds that were not available, work was done that
would enable a quick conversion in the future, should
that be desired. The previous night at the banquet we
were given a most interesting talk about the history of
Knoxville’s trolley system by local transit expert Bob
Scanlon. He also spoke of his involvement (which was
both crucial and extensive) in getting 416 restored.
At the conclusion of the convention we went to Highlands, North Carolina via Great Smokey Mountains National Park, where we spent four days with some friends
before returning home to New York. On one of the days
we went to Asheville, where we visited the Biltmore Estate, which was constructed in 1895 by George Washington Vanderbilt III, grandfather of the current owner.
George’s grandfather was the legendary Cornelius Vanderbilt of New York Central Railroad fame. It was a very
enjoyable trip.
Toronto, Ontario, Canada
The Toronto Transit Commission received a report
recommending not only that its streetcars be rebuilt, but
that new ones should be ordered. If the TTC follows the
report, initially 100 of its 196 streetcars will be overhauled. The fleet is composed of 158 Canadian Light
Rail Vehicles (CLRVs) and 39 Articulated Light Rail Vehicles (ALRVs). Ninety-six would be rebuilt if new streetcars cannot be procured in time to meet daily requirements. Action is required because the fleet is nearing
the end of its 30-year service life expectancy. All new
cars would be handicapped-accessible, something the
present fleet is not. While TTC staff previously investigated making the fleet accessible by building high-level
platforms or changing the grade of tracks at streetcar
loading platforms, or using low-floor trailers attached to
the streetcars, these were deemed to be impractical.
(Editor’s note: There is a discrepancy of one, in the
number of streetcars that the report mentions are
owned by TTC.)
As of mid-August, GO Transit’s current timetables for
the Lakeshore and North Corridors were April 30 and
June 25, respectively. Thanks to member Karl Stricker
(Continued on page 19)
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Also at E. 149th Street and Bergen Avenue, July 17, 1950.
Bernard Linder photograph

Westchester and Brook Avenues, looking east in 1948. The Westchester Avenue Branch is directly above the Bergen Avenue
Cutoff to the right, and trolley car 189 is in the background.

Bergen Avenue Cutoff
Last Passenger Train 11/6/1946
Out of Service 11/10/1949
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143rd Street station of the Third Avenue “L,” looking north in
1947.

North of the 143rd Street station of the Third Avenue “L,” looking north in 1947, showing abandoned turnouts to the Bergen Avenue Cutoff.
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for providing copies.
Montréal, Quebec, Canada
AMT’s newest line, to Delson, received a 1.7-mile
extension to Candiac on April 11. This line has four
weekday trains, but only two will serve this station,
which has 110 parking spaces.
Calgary, Alberta, Canada
Continuation of the Mattens’ trip: Their visit coincided
with the Stampede (chuck wagon races and rodeo),
which is served by two stations: Victoria Park/Stampede
and Erlton/Stampede. Rides were taken on both light
rail lines: 201 (now Somerset-Bridlewood-City CentreDalhousie) and 202 (Whitehorn to 10th Street West).
Bob noted that Line 201 had been extended on both
ends since his last visit. (Editors Note – BrentwoodDalhousie opened on December 15, 2003 and Anderson to Fishcreek/Lacombe October 9, 2001, while Fish
Creek/Lacombe to Somerset/Bridlewood occurred on
June 28, 2004.) The July 4, 2005 timetables that Bob
kindly sent contain the wording “Future LRV Line” after
the Dalhousie, Somerset-Bridlewood and Whitehorn
stations. At Whitehorn there was construction activity for
the one-station extension to McKnight/Westwinds,
which is shown as opening in 2010. Day Passes sell for
C$5.60 (US$4.70) and 90-minute tickets are C$2
(US$1.68). Conversion rates are as of late August.
United Kingdom
Passenger rail operator Southern Network ran its last
train of “slam-door” coaches on a train between London’s Victoria Station and the village of Seaford on August 28. “Slam-door” coaches, which featured side entry
to individual passenger compartments, are being replaced by coaches with end-of-car entry doors. A rail19

way spokesman said that, although Britain’s Office of
the Health and Safety Executive has banned “slamdoor” coaches from regular service effective November
1, Southern Network will operate a special “farewell”
excursion train using the coaches on November 19.
Thanks to Weekly Rail Review for this report.
Jerusalem, Israel
Member David Klepper sent an article from The Jerusalem Post about the planned light rail system for this
very ancient city. During the last week of July, the final
papers were signed and construction was expected to
get underway shortly. The cost of the project is NIS 3.2
billion. (One New Israel Shekel is equal to approximately 22 cents.) Preliminary work, including the moving of electric, communications, water, and sewer lines,
has been going on for approximately three years. Actual
light rail work begins in December, when workers will
lay rails, construct the electrical supply, build stations,
etc. Construction of the cars will also begin this year.
The first line has been designated as the Red Line and
will be 14 km (8.7 miles) from Pisgat Ze’ev to Mount
Herzl, with 13 intermediate stations.
From the History Files
50 Years Ago: In October, 1955, steam train operations on the Long Island Rail Road ended. This last train
operated on the Oyster Bay Branch. On October 19, a
ceremony was held to mark the end of steam operations on the Long Island Rail Road, which was chartered on April 24, 1834.
35 Years Ago: On October 27, 1970, the Connecticut
Department of Transportation and the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority signed the agreement for MTA
and CDOT to operate New Haven Line service as of
January 1, 1971.
News items and comments concerning this column may be
emailed to NYDnewseditor@aol.com.
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Around New York’s Transit System
R-142 Door Enable Pushbutton Modification
The Door Enable pushbuttons on Subdivision “B”’s R143 fleet, described in the July, 2004 Bulletin, were
modified to a momentary type.
The Door Enable pushbuttons on ten Subdivision “A”
R-142 cars, 6686-7-8-9-90/6691-2-3-4-5, were also
modified to a momentary type at the E. 180th Street
Maintenance Shop. To determine whether this modification is working properly, the cars must run together for
two weeks in passenger service.
When operating the modified R-142 cars, the Train
Operator must depress and hold the Door Enable
pushbutton until the Conductor turns the MDC (Master
Door Controller) key from “run” to “on” and the Door
Enable light goes out. The Train Operator must release
the Door Enable pushbutton. When the Conductor turns
the MDC key to “run” position, a green light will indicate
the side for which the doors were enabled.
MTA Will Increase Security
The newspapers revealed that MTA will spend $212
million for a new security system. One thousand new
video cameras and 3,000 new motion detector sensors
will be installed, and a new police command center will
be built. These cameras and sensors will be installed on
the entire MTA system, including Long Island Rail Road
and Metro-North hubs and bridges and tunnels. But
they will not be installed in subway cars or buses.
These sensors will set off an alarm in the command
center if someone leaves an unattended package on a
subway platform or enters a restricted area.
Work under this contract, which was awarded to Lockheed Martin, should be completed in three years.
Continuous Welded Rail Trains
Two continuous welded rail trains, numbered CCR01CCR08 and DCR01-DCR08, are used to transport sections of welded rail throughout the transit system. They
are composed of eight specially modified Subdivision
“A” cars, which are compatible with all existing NYCT
diesel locomotives without the need for SMEE hoses or

20

“J” relay valves. Each set of CWR cars is equipped with
MCB couplers, freight angles, brake pipe hoses, glad
hands, four tripping devices, and diversion valves.
The car numbered “01,” which must always be coupled to a diesel transition unit, contains a winch to help
load the rail through the car numbered “08.” Soundpowered telephone outlets, buzzers, and emergency
brake valves are located in cars numbered “01, “05,”
and “08.” All cars have rail guide rollers and cars numbered “05” also have a rail hold-down device. The cars
of each set are joined together with link bars.
Revenue Collection Car Assignment
Revenue collection trains consist of two-car units coupled together, which must be kept together and operated only in their assigned subdivisions. Because Revenue Collectors assigned to Subdivision “B” have extended threshold plates, they must not be operated on
Subdivision “A.” Assignments are as follows:
NUMBER

LAYUP YARD

CAR NUMBERS

SUBDIVISION “A”
1

Livonia

1R717-0R717

2

Livonia

1R714-0R714

3

Livonia

1R715-0R715

Spare

Livonia

1R716-0R716

SUBDIVISION “B”
5

38th Street
th

1R723-0R723

6

38 Street

1R722-0R722

7

Jamaica

1R719-0R719

8

Concourse

1R720-0R720

Spare*

Concourse

1R721-0R721

*To be used as spares for Concourse Yard or Jamaica Yard
1R denotes a revenue (box) car
0R denotes a locker car
Cars 1912 and 1922 are assigned to revenue trains. Cars 8888-9
and 9000-1 are assigned to refuse trains
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IRT CITY HALL STATION CLOSED 60 YEARS AGO
City Hall station, IRT Lexington Avenue
Line, was closed on December 31, 1945.
Trains still operate around the loop, but generally do not carry passengers. This station is
the most unusual in the transit system. The
crews on 6 trains and a few other employees (along with the occasional railfan or lost
tourist) are the only ones who can see this
interesting architecture as the train proceeds
at eleven miles per hour around the sharp
curve.
This station and all the other Contract One
stations were designed by George L. Heins
and Christopher Grant LaFarge, who were
appointed Consulting Architects on March 7,
1901 at a fee of $2,500 per annum plus disbursements. They were educated at the architectural school of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, the first school of architecture in the United States, opened in 1868.
Although they are remembered as ecclesiastical architects, they also designed numerous
homes and secular buildings during their
partnership from 1886 until Heins died in
1907.
Because the City Hall station is on a sharp
curve of a single-track line, it is unique. This
station, designed by Heins and LaFarge, featured two short stairways leading from the
street to a vaulted control room. A wide stairway led to the platform. The floor and wainscot were finished similarly to the other subway stations. The curve of the platform was
accentuated by a series of timbrel vaults furnished by the R. Guastovino Company.
These vaults were constructed of thin terra
cotta tiles bonded with a string mortar and
added in layers to form a thin, strong structural vault. The vaults in the City Hall station
are made of white matte finish tiles, empha1

sized near the edges with green and brown
glazed tiles. Three of the vaults have leaded
glass skylights, which opened upwards to
vault lights in City Hall Park, like the skylight
in the control room. Additional lighting is supplied by twelve chandeliers hung from the
center of the vaults, and incandescent bulbs
near the platform entrance and in the control
room. There are three glazed terra cotta
name plates on the platform walls.
The loop under City Hall Park was the first
part of Section 1 that was excavated. This
portion was a concrete arch structure, 11 feet
wide and 14 feet 10 inches high. The excavation was open cut except for the portion under the vaults of the Post Office building and
the ten-story New York Times building. Tunnels were dug below these buildings. The
entire excavation for the loop was in soft,
loamy sand, which was removed by handshoveling.
City Hall and several other Contracts 1 and
2 stations were located on curves. Gap fillers
were eventually installed at most of the
curved stations, but they were never installed
at City Hall, which has one of the sharpest
curves.
The doors were at the ends of the original
cars. Conductors, who were on duty in every
car, were able to remind the passengers that
there was a gap between the cars and the
platform. When center doors were installed,
they were controlled by separate levers and
were not opened at City Hall. We do not
know how the doors were controlled when
the cars were converted to MUDC in 1936.
The station was closed on December 31,
1945 after only 230,240 fares were collected
for the year ending June 30, 1945.
(Continued on page 18)
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EIGHTH AVENUE SUBWAY
by Bernard Linder
The Rosoff Subway Construction Company built the
following portions of the IND:

We have finally completed our histories and track
plans of the IRT and BMT lines. We will begin our IND
history in this issue.
Trains were still overcrowded when construction was
nearly completed on the IRT Contract 3 and the BMT
Contract 4 lines. It was obvious that New York needed
more subway lines.
In 1924, the State Legislature passed a home rule bill
giving the city control over new routes. On July 1, 1924,
the Board of Transportation started preparing plans for
the network of subway lines that eventually became the
present-day IND.
Construction started on August 18, 1924 under Public
School 173 at W. 174th Street and Fort Washington Avenue. Work was completed on December 15, 1925.
Mayor Hylan was present at the groundbreaking ceremony, which was held March 14, 1925 at Hancock
Square. W. 123rd Street and St. Nicholas Avenue. Contracts were awarded immediately for work on the first
two sections, W. 111th to W. 122nd Streets and W. 122nd
to W. 133rd Streets. These contracts stipulated that excavated material not required for backfilling be deposited along the banks of the Hudson River for the extension of Riverside Drive Park, where lawns, playgrounds,
and walks were to be constructed.
Contracts were awarded rapidly. In August, 1925, construction was progressing from W. 68th to W. 141st
Streets and from W. 151st to W. 174th Streets. In 1926,
the Board was able to award contracts for construction
in midtown and upper Manhattan, but encountered difficulties in the area south of W. 14th Street.
Sixth Avenue originally extended only as for south as
Minetta Lane (one block south of W. 3rd Street). It was
extended to Canal Street in the 1920s. The contracts for
building the subway were delayed due to litigation over
the property to be condemned for this extension. Contracts for the portion on Sixth Avenue and Greenwich
Avenue and from W. 3rd Street to Park Place were
awarded in January and February, 1927 and property
owners were ordered to vacate by March, 1927. The
buildings were razed after the city took title to the property.
Contracts for the Brooklyn extension—Park Place and
Church Street to Jay Street and Jay Street from Nassau
Street to Willoughby Street—were awarded in June and
October, 1927, respectively.
When we checked the list of contractors who built the
new subway, we found that five half-mile sections of the
IND were built by Sam Rosoff, a famous New Yorker,
who probably built more miles of subway than any man
in the world. He was a practical engineer, who had no
formal education or technological training, and was honored by many college graduates.

ROUTE

FROM

TO

DATE
AWARDED

BID

W. 122nd
Street

W. 132nd
Street

March 5,
1925

$5.2 million

W. 28th
Street

W. 38th
Street

January 19,
1926

$5.8 million

Park Place

W. 3rd
Street

January 15,
1927

$14 million

Union
Avenue

Nassau
Avenue

Middleton
Street

December
26, 1929

$8.8 million

Sixth Avenue

W. 40th
Street

W. 47th
Street

February 7,
1936

$6 million*

St. Nicholas
Avenue
Eighth
Avenue
Church
Street-Sixth
Avenue

*Built by Rosoff-Bader Construction Corporation

Sam Rosoff’s biography was published in the September, 1982 Bulletin.
Contracts for equipment were awarded before construction was completed.
EQUIPMENT

CONTRACT
AWARDED

WORK COMPLETED

Station Finish

June, 1928

August, 1931

Tracks and Third Rail

June, 1928

February, 1931

January,
1927*

March, 1931

August, 1930

August, 1931

June, 1929

August, 1931

207th Street Yard
Buildings
Station Lighting
Substations

*City took title to property

By August, 1931, construction was nearly complete
and all 300 R-1 cars had been delivered. The Board of
Transportation was looking for a private company that
would operate the new subway. Neither the IRT nor the
BMT wanted this unprofitable Eighth Avenue Subway,
whose fare was set at five cents, the same as all the
other transit lines.
Meanwhile, the city was conducting negotiations with
the IRT and BMT, which were solvent. If the city was
able to buy these companies, the combined system
could be operated at a profit. But the negotiators could
not agree on a price.
The Board of Transportation was reluctant to open an
unprofitable subway and it kept postponing the opening
date, which was finally set for September 10, 1932 for
the portion between Chambers Street and 207th Street
after the West Side Association of Commerce put pressure on the city to take action.
(Continued on page 3)
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R-4 CARS 400-899

Eighth Avenue Subway
(Continued from page 2)

R-6 CARS 900-1399

R-7 CARS 14001649

Date

Number
of Cars

Date

Number
of Cars

February,
1933

76

December,
1935

30

September, 1937

8

March,
1933

158

January,
1936

40

October,
1937

32

April,
1933

132

February,
1936

84

November, 1937

39

NUMBER OF CARS
DELIVERED TO 207TH STREET YARD

May,
1933

93

March,
1936

99

December, 1937

47

August, 1930

30

June,
1933

41

April, 1936

78

January,
1938

22

September, 1930

20

May, 1936

90

30

February,
1938

2

October, 1930
November, 1930

40

June, 1936

45

35

December, 1930

40

March,
1938

January, 1931

40

July, 1936

28

April, 1938

47

February, 1931

40

6

May, 1938

18

March, 1931

51

September,
1936

April, 1931

9

CARS
In September, 1929, the American Car & Foundry
Company was awarded a contract for 300 R-1 cars. Bid
price was $8,708,927. Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing Company received the contract for 610 motors
and controls. Bid price was $2,659,100. Cars were delivered from August 8, 1930 to April 28, 1931. Delivery
dates were as follows:
DATE

TOTAL

TOTAL

300

500

CONTRACT

DESCRIPTION

COMPANY

BID PRICE

R-4

Cars

American Car &
Foundry

$10,531,500

R-5A

Motors

General Electric
Company

$2,392,500

R-5B

Controls

Westinghouse
Electric &
Manufacturing
Company

$1,230,000

250

R-10 CARS 1803-1852, 30003349

Date

Number of
Cars

Date

Number of
Cars

March, 1940

5

November,
1948

66

April, 1940

20

December,
1948

36

May, 1940

10

January, 1949

49

June, 1940

35

February, 1949

40

July, 1940

20

March, 1949

50

August, 1940

27

April, 1949

28

September,
1940

25

May, 1949

27

October, 1940

11

June, 1949

59

July, 1949

44

August, 1949

1

The IND was extended several times and additional
cars were placed in service to accommodate the increased ridership, as shown in the following tables:
TOTAL

3

Number of
Cars

500

R-9 CARS 1650-1802

The R-1s were delivered more than a year before the
IND was opened on September 10, 1932. Because the
Board of Transportation was unable to test the cars, it
arrange to have the Thomas F. Mullaney Engineering
Corporation test cars 200-214, 381, 382, 384, 385, and
387 on the BMT Sea Beach Line. Before entering passenger service, they were tested on the Sea Beach
middle from June 22 to July 9, 1931. One train of R-1s
ran every day in Sea Beach passenger service from
July 8, to November 27, 1931.
On November 20, 1931, long before the subway was
opened, contracts were awarded for 500 additional
cars.

Date

153

400
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NEW YORK CITY SUBWAY CAR UPDATE
by George Chiasson
Happy Holidays, Everyone!
Finally, after a long and otherwise productive hiatus, the
pieces are in place to assemble another installment in
our ongoing historical narrative. For all intents and purposes, the first major change of IRT equipment in more
than 15 years (and possibly the last for another 15) is
now complete. In fact the torch of transformation has
been passed to the Subdivision “B” lines, where this
process has the potential to continue over the next several years, if not even for decades. So in this Update let
us mark a “jump-over” point in the long and glorious
history of New York Subway rolling stock.

the end of March, the lone train of 1900-series R-62A
single units was no longer showing up on 3, then on
April 7, 2005 instead began to appear on 4, minus the
blue identification tape beneath the number boards,
which the cars had borne since delivery in 1986-87. As
on 3, the single R-62A train was only seen on weekdays “as required” and proved to be a short-lived proposition. Their last reported observation occurred on April
22, after which the train disappeared again, and the
single units designated for S-42nd Street Shuttle service reappeared at Livonia Shop.
At that time, one of the last three R-62 units from 4
(1321-1325) was shifted over to 3, leaving just ten cars
for Lexington-Jerome service. This became the last
non-New Technology (R-142/142A/142S) equipment on
the entire East Side, and as things eventually worked
out, 1316-1320 became the only R-62s on 4 not to be
transferred at some point to duty on 3. These cars
have (thus far) now persevered in their original assignment for over 21 years. Indeed, a check of original delivery records reveals that cars 1318, 1319, and 1320
were among the original 20 R-62s placed in 4 service
(at that time as independent single units) on May 7,
1984. A second R-62 train of random nature was often
used on 4 during the latter part of April and most of
May, 2005, apparently drawn from reserve equipment
off 3. Finally, on May 20, 2005 R-62s 1371-1375 and
1536-1540 were transferred outright from 3 to 4.
These were joined by R-62 unit 1541-1545 as of July
10, which provided a spare set of equipment to support
two ten-car trains. As stated in the February, 2005 Update, the current R-62 assignment split (290 on 3, 25
on 4) could linger in some variation for years to come.
With R-62 assignments more or less finalized, the
“spare” train of single-unit 1900s was returned to 3
service on its nominal “as required” basis as of May 20,
and remained so until it disappeared again in early July.
At that time three single units (1912, 1922, and 1956)
were temporarily farmed out for Revenue and Refuse
Collection duties, granting air-conditioned equipment to
such personnel during the hot summer weather. By
mid-August single R-62A 1953 was observed in this
role as well, but all four were back in the passenger
fleet and ready for service once again by September
12, 2005. From that point forward the train of 1900series R-62A single units was again used on 3 as
needed, and continues as such through November 11,
2005. Again, this chain of events may be a perennial
occurrence
for
the
indefinite
future.
Contrary to what had been anticipated in the last Up-

PART A: NYC SUBWAY UPDATE-NOVEMBER
11,
2005
(SUBDIVISION
“A”
LINES)
R-142S Finale and End of 9
Following a two-month hiatus, delivery of the R-142S
contract resumed upon the arrival of cars 7796-7805 on
March 10, 2005 and concluded with the conveyance of
7806-7810 from Kawasaki Rail Car’s Yonkers assembly
facility on April 1, 2005. After a similar period of abeyance, the sixth train of R-142S’ (7786-7795) was placed
in 4 service on March 11, 2005, and the seventh
(7796-7805) on May 20. The eighth and final 10-car set
of R-142S equipment, which closed out the 5½-year
delivery and phase-in of 1,630 New Technology Train
cars for Subdivision “A,” consisted of cars 7751-7755
and 7806-7810 on Friday, June 3, 2005. 7752 had been
returned to NYC Transit on April 1 with cars 7806-7810
after undergoing remediation work at Yonkers, while the
rest of that unit (7751-7753-7754-7755) sat at E. 180th
Street Yard for several weeks. Beyond this, no other
changes have occurred with the either the R-142A or R142 fleets through November 11, 2005.
Effective with new schedules on May 29, 2005, skipstop 1/9 service on the Broadway-Seventh Avenue
side of Subdivision “A” was discontinued, and all 1
weekday trains began making all stops for the first time
since 1989. One train was added to 1 operating schedules as a result, upping its maximum rush hour requirement from 320 cars to 330. There are 390 unitized R62As assigned to 1 service, based at 240th Street
Shop near Van Cortlandt Park.
R-62 and R-62A Notes
Immediately after 7786-7795 were accepted, Kawasaki
R-62s 1311-1315, 1351-1355, and 1406-1410 were
shifted from Jerome to Livonia (4 to 3) on March 14,
2005. This left just one 10-car train of R-62s active on
4, plus one spare five-car unit. In addition, some of the
single unit R-62As that were assigned to S/42nd Street
Shuttle service (and used on 3 in their spare time),
began to appear at Jerome Shop, to which their maintenance responsibility was reputedly being transferred. By

(Continued on page 5)

4

NEW YORK DIVISION BULLETIN - DECEMBER, 2005
been completely repainted out of its basic “Redbird”
scheme.
Of the former group of “SMS” or Reserve Main Line R33s, Rider Car conversions were continued without interruption over the summer, encompassing Redbirds
which had been resting at Coney Island in February, as
well as additional cars brought down from 207th Street.
Through early November, 2005, the list of known conversions included: RD400-8986, RD401-8987, RD4028957,
RD403-8956,
RD404-8859,
RD405-8858,
RD406-8868, RD407-8869, RD408-8890, RD409-8891,
RD410-8954, RD411-8955, RD412-8817, RD413-8816,
RD416-8964, RD417-8965, RD418-9066, and RD4199067. The former identities of RD414, RD415, and
RD420-RD423 have not as yet been established. R-33s
8996/8997 and 9000/9001 now have no windows, but
instead sport screens as they reside at 38th Street Yard
for refuse collection. Cars 8812/8813 are also stationed
there (and elsewhere as needed) but so far have remained intact. 8834/8835 and 8888/8889 are also assigned to work service, the latter often operated with the
yellow-ended R-33 Worlds Fairs.

New York City Subway Car Update
(Continued from page 4)

date, single R-62As 1925 and 1935 never did enter
passenger service on 7. In fact, both retained their
42nd Street Shuttle cabs and were back on S as of
March 14, 2005. By early April, single car 1921 was
there as well, complete with its 42nd Street Shuttle cab
restored, and the final assignment “split” for single units
1901-2155 (less 1909) was set. The 30 cars retained on
the Main Lines (now based at Livonia for 3 and S) are
identified as 1905, 1908, 1912, 1917-1922, 1924-1927,
1929-1931, 1933, 1935-1937, 1940, 1941, 1945, 1946,
1950-1953, 1955, and 1956. Of these, 1921, 1926,
1930, 1931, 1936, 1940, 1941, 1945, 1946, 1950, 1951,
1955, and 1956 have full-width cabs at one end. This
leaves the balance of 224 cars (1901-1904, 1906, 1907,
1910, 1911, 1913-1916, 1923, 1928, 1932, 1934, 1938,
1939, 1942-1944, 1947-1949, 1954, and 1957-2155)
based at Corona for long-term use on 7.
Starting on or about September 14, 2005, a handful of
single units on 7 began to “cluster” in numeric groups,
arranged as six-car sets to complement the five-car
units in creation of the necessary eleven-car trains.
Through the fall of 2005 this process continues and as
of November 11, most 2100s have been so marshaled,
along with some 2000s, while all three series have been
at least matched into pairs to this point with few exceptions. It appears likely that single units 1958-2155 (198
cars) will be serialized into 33 six-car sets, with the remainder creating four additional groupings. Due to the
nature of assignments, these would be numerically nonconsecutive, with two single cars left over. This evokes
the practice of a decade ago, when R-62s and R-62As
on 4, 6, and 1 (in that sequence) were gradually serialized as single units to provide for their eventual unitization as permanently-coupled five-car sets. At this
stage, however, there is no evidence or indication that
the single cars of 7 will completely follow suit. Rather,
to date it has been noted that when a serialized set has
been “broken,” another “pair” of single R-62As has been
temporarily inserted into that particular set.
Redbird Conversions
Subway Series R-33S 9327 and former R-22 work motor 7371 were conveyed to the Seashore Trolley Museum in Kennebunkport, Maine on June 14, 2005.
There they join the sole surviving 1904 “Gibbs” Hi-V
motor (3352) and a pair of IND R-1/9 class cars (800
and 1440), to yield a fair representation of the overall
evolution in New York Subway equipment. Of the remaining 38 ex-Flushing single units, 9307-9310 seem to
have taken up residence at their original home in Corona, still in their passenger livery. Several others
(9312, 9314, 9318, 9319, 9328, 9330, 9331, and 9333)
have been employed in utility duties and now sport yellow-painted body ends. No Worlds Fair R-33 has as yet

PART B: NYC SUBWAY UPDATE-SEPTEMBER
30, 2005 (SUBDIVISION “B” LINES)
Note: The following Subdivision “B” Update paraphrases, summarizes, and/or expands upon work included in the Bulletin through 2005. It covers events
from January 15 through September 30, 2005.
And Now…The R-160
In a state of relative secrecy, the first of 260 Kawasakisupplied R-160s, car 8713, arrived at 207th Street Shop
on July 20, 2005. The remainder of the first (8714-8717)
and all of the second five-car set (8718-8722) was on
MTA New York City Transit property as of July 29 and
marshaled one car at a time. The entire train was based
at Coney Island Shops, and after preliminary static testing, was making Instructional and Clearance tests
around Subdivision “B” by the end of September, 2005.
“Static” tests are standard procedure for such neophyte
rolling stock, and determine the functionality of electrical
and pneumatic systems, both with and without power.
As a satisfactory level of performance is achieved (in
general), the equipment is able to test in the field, and
then must measure up to its contract‘s performance
specifications before the program is able to proceed.
The R-160B Pilot Train strongly resembles the R-143s
in service on L, but has “split” storm doors through the
units between operating cabs (as on an R-142), and is
designed to be fully compatible with the R-143s. It is not
equipped for CBTC operation, however. After a flurry of
rumored troubles, lead contractor Alstom was reportedly “proceeding” with fabrication of its own
pilot train, consisting of two four-car sets (designation
R-160A/Dash 1), to be delivered late in 2005 and based
at East New York. When the cars successfully pass
(Continued on page 6)

5

NEWYORK
YORKDIVISION
DIVISIONBULLETIN
BULLETIN- DECEMBER,
OCTOBER, 2000
NEW
2005
on N, where they had been stationed prior to their total
dismissal in March, 2003. This then became their regular assignment by February 21, after which time they
were no longer seen on Q. Coney Island R-32s then
started showing up in part-time W service about a week
or so ahead of the Spring Pick (approximately May 20,
2005). With the new schedules in effect on May 29, N
trains were re-extended from 86th Street (to which they
had been curtailed in 2001) to the reconstructed terminal at Stillwell Avenue-Coney Island. To provide
equipment for the added train required for operations,
Phase II R-32s 3422/3423, 3462/3463, 3540/3541,
3790/3791, and 3858/3859 were transferred from Jamaica (EFR) to Coney Island (N, sometimes W),
bringing this segment of the Subdivision “B” fleet up to
50 cars. Things remained static through the balance of
the summer, though after about September 23, 2005
the Coney Island R-32s seemed to become more frequently seen on W, while also still appearing regularly
on N.
And As For the R-68s…
Coney Island-assigned R-68s have not been regularly
seen on D (especially weekends) since December,
2004, when 2776-2795 were transferred to Concourse.
Starting with late January and on various dates through
September of 2005, R-68s and/or R-68As have been
observed in service on B and W, with one train even
lasting on B for the entire week of June 6-10. An actual
transfer, though, occurred in kind with the Spring Pick of
May 29, at which time R-68 (Dash 1s) 2796-2803 were
shifted from Coney Island (NQ) to Concourse (D).
Their removal was compensated through the addition of
Coney Island R-42s 4922-4933, which were transferred
from East New York (J/ZLM) to Coney Island and
mixed into R-40M/42 consists on B, N, and W. As
long-term SMS work on the older R-68s wound down,
equipment needs for D returned to normal levels, and
on about September 19 cars 2784-2803 were returned
from Concourse to Coney Island, where the class remains in base service on N and Q. Finally, in a comparatively minor move to lower their inspection mileage
window, Phase I R-32s 3383/3890, 3834-3837,
3856/3857, 3864/3865, 3868/3869, 3872/3873, 38943897, 3912/3913, 3928/3929, and 3932/3933 (the highest-numbered 24 cars) were moved from Pitkin to 207th
Street on September 26, 2005. Since that time, these
have been pooled with all 60-foot equipment based out
of 207th Street and thus are commonly mixed in trains
with R-38s on A and C.
Conclusion
We will keep working to identify those new rider cars as
they appear and whatever else comes along. Meanwhile, bid a fond farewell to the placidity of 2005, for
2006 promises to usher in a whole new round of
change.

New York City Subway Car Update
(Continued from page 5)

their trial phase (presumably sometime in 2006), fabrication and delivery of the balance of the 660 cars on
order from both builders will proceed. Option I to the
order, increasing from the base of 660 to 1,000 cars,
was
enacted upon approval of MTA’s 2005-2009 Capital
Plan, while Option II, which will bring the total order to
1,700, was funded through passage of a recent New
York State referendum. By 2014, the completed R-160
contract plus options is intended to assure the replacement of all Subdivision “B” rolling stock through the R44. New specifications developed by NYCT during the
past three years (reportedly in the form of a new 75-foot
car) should eventually mature into the next acquisition
contract to replace the R-46 fleet by 2016 or so.
Early 2005: Last of the R-143s; The Eighth Ave. Fire
As the installation of CBTC equipment accelerated early
in the year, 8117-8120, the 53rd and final set of R-143s,
was in passenger service on L (and M weekends) as
of January 17, 2005. On January 23, a serious fire in an
Eighth Avenue Subway relay room near Chambers
Street led to the suspension of Rockaway Park A and
C service. V trains were extended from Second Avenue to Euclid Avenue via Jay Street-Borough Hall and
the Fulton Street local tracks. In this form, V saw R-32
trains from Jamaica and Pitkin, and R-38s from 20th
Street, along with R-46s from Jamaica. This included a
few trains of the mixed R-32/38s nominally assigned to
A and C. C was resumed on a reduced schedule
starting February 1 (while A returned to its natural state
as an uptown express train), and V again operated to
Second Avenue with strictly R-46s. C service was
stepped up and the Rockaway Park A returned on
February 14, at which time two R-32 trains were temporarily imported from Jamaica (EFR) to Pitkin for A
and C, owing to the extended operating time required.
These included Phase Is 3432/3433, 3664/3665 and
3694/3695 along with Phase IIs 3466/3467, 3604/3605,
3640/3641, 3712/3713, 3724/3725, 3762/3763, and
3930/3931. Two days later, another ten-car train of
Phase II R-32s was brought over to A and C from
Coney Island (3420/3645, 3478/3479, 3546/3547,
3564/3565, and 3692/3693), and all remained until approximately March 7, by which time the Eighth Avenue
routes were gradually being restored to a relative state
of normalcy.
Mid-2005: The Continuing Story of Coney Island’s
R-32s
Meanwhile, the Phase II R-32s based out of Coney Island continued to see regular use on Q through early
2005, but as time went on tended to wander about. As
early as January 31 they were sometimes being seen
6
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HUDSON-BERGEN LRT UPDATE
by John Pappas
(Photographs by the author)
Ferry, with trains continuing without riders to Tonnelle
Avenue. This is a common way of breaking in a new
line segment. Revenue service through the tunnel will
start as soon as the Bergenline station work is finished
and the safety equipment is certified by the State of
New Jersey

Hudson-Bergen’s tunnel under the Palisades, to be
known as the Light Rail Tunnel to avoid confusion with
the other rail tunnels, is nearing completion. Service
through the 4,096-foot bore is scheduled to begin on
December 31, but for non-revenue trips initially. Passengers will be carried as far north as Port Imperial

River Portal, immediately north of the Port Imperial
Ferry station.

Tunnel section inside the River Portal, showing
shotcreted section of the roof (formerly brick lined).

Bergenline station showing northbound (toward
Tonnelle Avenue) platform.

The North Bergen end of the tunnel, with new
concrete portal.

The Tonnelle station,
looking northwest from
Tonnelle Avenue.
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Commuter and Transit Notes

by Randy Glucksman

Connecticut Department of Transportation
Shore Line East timetables were changed as of October 30. There were a few minor timing adjustments.
Thanks to member David A. Cohen for sending copies.
Bob Underwood also wrote that the article which appeared in The New Haven Register, and which I
quoted in last month’s Bulletin, was not totally correct.
The Guilford station was not completed, as passengers
are still using the wooden platforms, and as far as Bob
knows, no construction of any kind has taken place at
Madison or Westbrook.
The New Haven Register reported that Governor
Jodi Rell, angered by a 7-month delay in the state’s efforts to renovate the 26 ex-Virginia Railway Express rail
cars, sent a letter to CDOT ordering it to swiftly seek
new bids and to submit weekly progress reports to her
office. When the first of these cars arrived in October,
2004, Governor Rell told the assembled crowd that she
did not care that the cars still had their VRE markings,
just as long as the cars were placed into service as
quickly as possible. A DOT spokesman told the Register that when bids came back in April, the bidders were
all rejected as being unqualified to do the work. To determine why this occurred, a consultant was hired to reinspect the cars and determine if the specifications were
correct. In the meantime, 12 of the cars are in service
on Shore Line East, allowing an equal number of Bombardier coaches to be transferred to Metro-North. As
presently configured, the ex-VRE cars cannot operate
west of New Haven. New bids were being requested for
early next year. Thanks again to Bob, for the news.
MTA Long Island Rail Road
Special weekend construction timetables were issued
for the Port Washington Branch (October 22-23) to perform drainage culvert work east of Great Neck, the Port
Jefferson Branch (October 29-30, November 5-6 and
12-13) for switch replacement east of Huntington, and
for the Ronkonkoma Branch on October 8 and October
20 for Sperry Rail Testing.
The new schedules which went into effect under General Order 203 on November 14 include midday busing
on the Montauk Branch. Schedules were changed due
to mark completion of the weekend concrete tie replacement work on the Main Line between Jamaica and New
York Penn, track work between Queens Village and Jamaica, and the Merritts Road Crossing work. Customers
on three eastbound trains AM and early PM trains
boarded buses at Babylon for stations between Bay
Shore and Speonk. Customers on the 10:30 AM train
from Patchogue and the 2:02 PM westbound train from

MTA Metro-North Railroad (East)
While driving on the Harlem River Drive on October
13, I noticed a train of out-of-service M-1s with an
ACMU on the north end, in High Bridge Yard.
A mystery may have been solved. En route to the Croton-Harmon Open House, member Bob Underwood
wrote, he noticed a string of 10 Bombardier cars
(possibly some of the ex-west-of-Hudson cars) in a siding near Tarrytown, and 12 similar cars in CSX Croton
North Yard. As was previously reported, the contract
with Bt2 was canceled and so the location of at least
some of those cars is now known. The contract was to
be re-advertised on October 21.
As of September 30, 214 M-7 cars were in service.
The latest cars are from the first option of 120 cars.
Member Bill Zucker wrote of a recent trip to Peekskill,
where he saw many out-of-service M-1s on various sidings all along the line, “as well as an occasional ACMU
(I think there was even a long-out-of-service 1000series - not 1037, I'm pretty sure). They had ‘FICX’
markings. (Editor’s Note: FICX stands for the Frontier
Salvage Company, which is located in Ohio. Reportedly
it has an atmospherically sealed facility that meets
OSHA and EPA standards to contain asbestos and lead
paint as well as any other contaminants that are set free
as the cars are cut up for scrap, and it possible that the
derelict FL-9s and SPVs may also be headed there.) I
also noted that while 8227 was in one of these lines of
O/S cars, 8226 was mixed into a train of M-3s. The New
Haven Line has numerous mis-mated units; it happens
occasionally with the Harlem/Hudson cars. Hopefully,
some of the better M-1s, which really should not be retired, will be used to replace some of the poorer M3s ,which might go instead.”
MTA Metro-North Railroad (West)
New timetables were issued effective October 30. Per
a request from NJ Transit, a Ramsey/Route 17 stop has
been added to one AM and one PM Port Jervis Line
peak-hour train. “Getaway Service” operated on the eve
of Thanksgiving Day, and there was additional train service on Thanksgiving Day, post-New Years Eve, and
Presidents Day (February 20). On the Pascack Valley
Line, several trains were adjusted by a few minutes to
reflect actual performance. On this line there will also be
getaway service with the usual cancellations of later
trains because the trains cannot be returned to Hoboken on this still single-track line. On three Mondays,
December 26, 2005 and January 2 and February 20,
2006, a special schedule of three inbound and four outbound trains, providing approximately hourly service,
will operate in the AM and PM, respectively.

(Continued on page 9)
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Hoboken. Some of the new cars have been tested during the afternoons on weekends.
The big stumbling block to revenue service to Tonnelle
Avenue, which was to have started this year, is approval
of the complex system of fans and dampers to handle
smoke emergencies. All of this requires testing, training
personnel on their use, and getting the public safety
officials in about half a dozen cities to buy in, plus the
state safety sign-off, all of which means it is still too
early to predict a starting date for the full operation. This
could possibly occur sometime in January, but nonrevenue cars are scheduled to operate there beginning
December 31. When revenue service does begin to
Tonnelle Avenue, there are to be three routes: Hoboken
to Bayonne, Hoboken to Tonnelle Avenue, and Tonnelle
Avenue to West Side Avenue, bypassing Hoboken.
Headways will be as they are at present, 10 minutes
peak, 15 base, and 10/20 nights.
Port Authority Trans-Hudson Corporation
On October 27, the PA released the design for its PA5 car, which will be built by Kawasaki under a $499 million contract. Like its predecessor the PA-4, there will be
three sets of doors per side. The PA-5s will add onboard video, closed-circuit television recording capability, improved lighting, air conditioning, and heating, prerecorded station announcements, better signs, and the
capability for passengers to communicate with the crew.
The cars are based on NYCT’s most recent car deliveries, but are designed for one-person operation. Some
color will be added— the cars will have a blue PATH
logo and trim. Delivery of this 340-car order is set to
begin in 2008, with completion in 2011. By that time, the
existing fleet will have an average age of 33 years, with
some cars being 40 years old.
Very quietly, without any of the ceremonies that
marked other events at the World Trade Center site,
workers began construction of a 168-foot-long wooden
trough in the shape of a gentle S curve on November 3.
The New York Times reported that his trough will eventually become the footing of a seven-foot high retaining
wall, which will hold four feet of fill, on top of which ballast will be laid for a temporary Track 6 alongside the
future Platform D. The existing configuration is five
tracks and three platforms. Doing this is controversial,
because the area that this will occupy is a portion of
what is known as the “footprint” of the World Trade Center. Plans call for placing Track D and this new platform
into service in early 2007, at which time some of the
other tracks would be removed from service to enable
construction of the new station in the Fulton Street
Transportation Center. Coincidentally, it was exactly 39
years earlier that the first concrete was poured into the
first trench for the first telephone vault at the original
World Trade Center.

Commuter and Transit Notes
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Speonk boarded buses at these stations and then transferred to trains at Babylon to complete their trips. These
timetables were to be replaced on December 11.
NJ Transit
KNOW YOUR TIMETABLES, was the headline on the October edition of FYI, and first thing that came to mind
was David Letterman’s occasional feature, “Know Your
Current Events,” wherein members of the studio audience can win prizes for answering current events questions correctly. The highlights mostly involved Northeast
Corridor service adjustments, many of which were reported in the November Bulletin. There were minor
timing changes on some of the other rail lines. A muchreduced schedule will operate on the Montclair-Boonton
Line on December 26, 2005 and January 2 and February 20, 2006. There will be 3 trains from Lake Hopatcong to Hoboken and 3 from Montclair State University
to New York Penn in the AM and PM. There were also
some changes to the schedules of other lines due to
“Getaway Service.”
According to NJ-ARP, since late last year, NJ Transit
has been “quietly” drafting design and engineering
plans and seeking funding sources to link its Atlantic
City Line with the RiverLine. A transfer station linking
these two rail services had been in the initial plans for
RiverLine construction, but dropped as fiscal costcutting ensued, generated in part by continuing naysayers who questioned spending any money for the RiverLine at all.
HBLRT service was suspended for about two hours
during the afternoon of October 18, after a Conrail crew
reported that its members were injured by what was
determined to be shots fired by a BB gun. The incident
took place on the Chemical Coast Line (former Central
Railroad of New Jersey Main Line), which parallels
HBLRT’s Bayonne Branch. Two people were arrested;
one had a gas-powered BB gun, the other a long rifle.
Buses temporarily replaced the trolleys during the investigation.
On October 29, Hudson-Bergen Light Rail service was
extended to Port Imperial, weekends only. The trip
times in the inbound direction were adjusted slightly, for
minimum layover at Hoboken. Additional two car trains
are being operated on weekdays during the peaks. All
three Bayonne Flyer trains operate as two cars. One
afternoon Bayonne local train operates as a two-car unit
until around 7 PM. These assist with the continuing increases in ridership, including reverse peak from Essex
St. to Hoboken for train connections, no doubt helped
out by the free use of the train passes now on H-B. Inbound evening Bayonne Flyers, which had been turning
at the tail track east of Newport Center, now operate to

(Continued on page 10)
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A news item in last month’s Bulletin prompted member Dennis Zaccardi to “Google” the word “zoetrope,”
and he found that is an optical gadget that uses the persistence of vision to create the illusion of motion. It's
basically a cylinder with slits around the circumference
and a set of pictures glued to the inside. When it is rotated and viewed through the slits, it gives the illusion of
motion of the pictures inside. Obviously, PATH riders
are not in a cylinder, but the premise is the same. To
learn more, you can visit http://courses.ncssm.edu/
gallery/collections/toys/html/exhibit10.htm.
Metropolitan Area
During the second week of November, the Partnership
for New York City, the city’s major business association,
suggested that cars entering Manhattan south of 60th
Street be forced to pay a congestion price, similar to
what has been in effect in parts of London since February 17, 2003. For details, please see the March, 2003
Bulletin. Each work day, 840,000 enter this area south
of 60th Street, and the Partnership’s recommendation
would subject each vehicle (with some exceptions) to a
$7 charge. Vehicles that are already in this “zone”
would pay $4, and the West Side Highway and FDR
would remain free. Promoters of this idea cite the success of London, where traffic congestion has been reduced by one-third, and some bus lines are moving
twice as fast as before. A spokesman for Mayor
Bloomberg said that this plan was not on the mayor’s
agenda.
Amtrak
This paragraph has been deliberately placed out of
chronological sequence because of its importance. On
November 9, in what can best be described as coming
totally out of the blue, the Amtrak Board of Directors
fired the railroad’s president, David Gunn. The reason
cited was that the members want a leader “with vision
and experience.” My opinion and probably that of many
others is that one could not find a person with his level
of experience and track record. Rep. John Mica (R-FL)
said Gunn was fired because of a clash over the
Board’s vote in September to authorize splitting off the
Northeast Corridor, an idea backed by the anti-Amtrak
Bush Administration. The corridor accounts for the largest share of the railroad’s ridership. In a letter to Amtrak
employees, Board Chairman David M. Laney told them
that the Board has named Chief Engineer David
Hughes as Acting President and CEO to run the railroad
while a national search is conducted for Amtrak’s next
leader. Continuing, Mr. Laney praised Gunn’s efforts in
improving the railroad over the past three years.
The fallout from Gunn’s firing came immediately, first
from Senator Charles Schumer (D-NY) who said that
his staff was investigating whether, since only one of the
10

Amtrak board members had been confirmed by the
Senate and the others had not, the firing was technically legal. All Aboard Ohio, a non-profit organization,
called for the immediate rehiring of David Gunn and the
firing of U.S. Transportation Secretary Norman Mineta,
on the grounds that Gunn’s firing “was a direct threat to
Ohio’s passenger trains and the future of the proposed
Ohio hub system.” Bill Hutchison, President of All
Aboard Ohio, noted this act of desperation by Mineta
came only days after the United States Senate overwhelmingly passed Amtrak reform legislation, 93-6. In
addition to structurally reforming Amtrak and requiring it
to compete with other railroads to operate publicly
funded trains, the legislation would also permit an increase in capital funding to modernize Amtrak’s trains,
tracks, and stations while reducing its debt burden and
lowering its annual operating subsidy by 40 percent.
Also, Congress recently turned down Mineta’s request
to eliminate dining and sleeping car services on trains –
essentially reducing them to steel-wheeled buses that
would have eroded ridership. The editorial column in the
November 10 New York Times contained a section that
was entitled “Amtrak Derailed,” which strongly supported David Gunn and criticized his firing.
I was forwarded an email that was written by Ross
Rowland, who is a former Amtrak board member. This is
what he wrote: “During my 4-year tenure on the Amtrak
BOD (1982-86) we were able to get a whole lot done in
terms of Congressional support by leveraging our
strong Congressional friends whom the Administration
needed from time to time when a vote was down to a
handful of votes needed to pass to get others on board
(such as (the following) week’s vote in the House on the
budget resolution). Don't be too surprised if...all this
angst caused by Mr. Gunn's ‘release’ results in not only
the long-distance trains staying—but in a strong bipartisan statement of support with a biggest ever multiyear funding commitment. Although it's clearly a huge
long shot I would submit that it's possible that Mr. Gunn
might be brought back to lead the effort! Remember
where you heard it first!” Stay tuned.
(Then-) Amtrak President David Gunn continued his
tradition of including a letter in the Amtrak System Timetable (Form T-1), which will be in effect from October
31, 2005 through April 2006. He wrote that the railroad
is now operating a full Acela schedule. In addition, reservations are now required for all Empire service trains
between New York, Albany, and Niagara Falls, as well
as on Springfield-New Haven trains. Amtrak’s backshop
continues to rebuild and overhaul passenger cars and
locomotives, and by the end of this year, over 700 cars/
diesels will have been returned to service.
The Metroliner name, which was removed from the
April timetables, and then restored when the Acelas
were taken out of service, is still alive in the October 31
(Continued on page 11)
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editions, although there are only two of them. They operate on weekdays as Train #2300 (10 AM Washington,
D.C./New York) and #2301 (6 PM New York/
Washington, D.C.), and were formerly numbered #102
and #105.
The special Thanksgiving schedules were issued for
the period November 22-28.
Rail service returned to New Orleans on November 4,
with the arrival/departure of Trains #1/2, the tri-weekly
Sunset Limited. Service had been cancelled east of San
Antonio since August 27, just before the arrival of Hurricane Katrina. At press time, there was no word on the
Crescent (#19/20) nor the City of New Orleans
(#58/59), still terminating at Meridien and Hammond,
Mississippi, respectively. Greyhound started running
buses into New Orleans on October 31.
Rosa Parks
Rosa Parks, who died on October 24, at the age of
92, had a dramatic effect on the transportation industry
in the southern United States. Until that fateful day 50
years ago, when she refused to give up her seat to a
white man and move to the back of the bus in Montgomery, Alabama, the Jim Crow Laws ruled in that part
of the country. Ms. Parks was arrested, convicted of
violating segregation laws, and fined $10 plus $4 court
costs, quite a bit of money in those days. A nearly 13month black boycott of that city’s buses plus a successful court challenge was the beginning of the end of such
laws. The Civil Rights Act of 1964 finally did them in. As
a pre-teen in 1959, my family flew to Miami for a vacation, but my father believed that we should see the
country rather than fly over it. So, we returned to New
York via Greyhound, stopping in various cities along the
way. I can remember all of us being shocked when we
saw the separate waiting rooms and water fountains
that were encountered along the way. Later, when I
studied the Civil War and the aftereffects in school, and
the discussion of Jim Crow came up, I knew exactly
what the teacher was talking about. This came back to
me during our summer trip, which I wrote about in the
October Bulletin, while riding the ex-New Orleans trolley at the Chattanooga Choo Choo Hotel. Some of the
seat frames were the original ones which had the holes
into which the signs which separated blacks and whites
were inserted. At the end of the ride, I asked the operator, “Edward the Conductor,” a black man, why he did
not mention this during his talk. He told me that when
he did speak about this, some people complained or
became uncomfortable. However, he did tell me that
when he had black groups aboard, he did talk about this
issue. Ms. Parks’ legacy lives on in many cities, including Los Angeles, where the Blue and Green Lines station at Imperial and Wilmington has been renamed in
her honor. Several years ago a General Motors bus,
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2857, which is believed to be the exact bus in which
she refused to yield her seat, was completely restored
and can be seen at the Henry Ford Museum in Dearborn, Michigan.
Museums
Member Dennis Cavagnaro sent a copy of the September edition of The Review, published by the Bay
Area Electric Railroad Association in Rio Vista Junction,
California. One of the columns is entitled Museum
News, and there is a section which lists the equipment
that was used during the month, this time August. Members will find of interest that Shipyard Railway 561 was
included. This car was built in 1887 by the Gilbert Car
Company for the Manhattan Railways as a steam engine-hauled coach on its “L” lines. In 1897, it was converted to electric operation and in 1942 was one of 90
cars that were purchased by the United States Maritime
Commission and sent to the shipyard in Richmond,
California. Upon arrival the cars were rebuilt to operate
with pantographs, and after the war ended, all but two
(561, ex-844 and 563, ex-889) were scrapped. They
were donated to the Railway and Locomotive Historical
Society, which gave them to the Western Railway Museum (BAERA) in 1965, and they are the oldest in that
museum’s collection.
Additional Division members have been recognized by
the Shore Line Trolley Museum (Branford) for having
attained the following numbers of years of membership:
Steve Krokowski (15), Joseph Eid Jr., Carl Margolies,
and Leslie Szolosi (25), and Julian Kerbel (35). Congratulations to them all.
The New Haven Register reported that the state of
Connecticut is going after the Railroad Museum of New
England to remove 33 “deteriorating rail coaches”,
which have been stored illegally on state property off
Bokum Road. This museum, which was founded in
1968, operates the Naugatuck Railroad in Thomaston,
Connecticut, which is north and west of Waterbury. Museum officials maintain that they had permission from
the Valley Railroad to store the cars at the lot, which is
now a DEP site, in Old Saybrook, but the state maintains that that agreement is invalid. Thanks to David A.
Cohen for this report.
In last month’s Bulletin, there was a news item about
the extension to the Lackawanna County Stadium in
Scranton. It should have included that this was for the
Electric City Trolley Museum. Thanks to member Tom
Moran for his email.
2005 In Review
In the table below are the openings and extensions
that took place this year. Projects which have been deferred until 2006 include the Music City Star Commuter
Train (Nashville), MRCOG commuter service
(Albuquerque), the HBLRT extension to Tonnelle Avenue, and completion of Tri-Rail’s double-tracking project.
(Continued on page 12)
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B/Boston College to Government Center via Common(Continued from page 11)
wealth Avenue
DATE
OPERATOR
CITY
LINE
NOTES
C/Cleveland Circle to North Station via Beacon Street
March 11 Portland City Portland RiverPlace Exten- 4 stops
D/Riverside to Government Center via the Highland
Streetcar
sion, Portland
0.6 Miles
Branch
State University to
E/Lechmere Station to Heath Street via Huntington AveSW Moody Street
nue
July 9
San Diego
San
Mission Valley
4 stations
Todd wrote that his is the old pattern used before
Trolley
Diego
East
5.8 miles
North
Station Lower/Canal Street closed. When that
Septem- SEPTA
Philadel- 15/Girard Avenue Restored
happened, D was extended to Lechmere and C was cut
ber 4
phia
8.2 miles
back to Government Center.
Septem- Utah Transit Salt Lake 900 South Station Intermediate
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
ber 19
Authority
City
station between
Member David W. Safford reported that he believes
Ballpark (1300
South) and
that SEPTA has severed its relationship with the pubCourthouse (500
lishers of the metro newspaper completely. The distriSouth)
bution
kiosks have been removed from SEPTA property,
October 1 Valley Transit San Jose Vasona LRT
8 stations
and the copies he has picked up elsewhere do not have
Authority
Phase I from
5.3 miles
Convention Centhe SEPTA news page.
ter to Winchester
David also reported that the Keystone track renewal
(Campbell)
has
reached the commuter district, with Track 2 work
October Sacramento
SacraFolsom Extension 4 stations
having passed Wayne, heading east. The goal, he was
15
RTD
mento
from Sunrise to 7.4 miles
Historic Folsom
told, is to complete all four tracks to Overbrook by
Station
Thanksgiving, but this seems unlikely at the moment. In
October NJ Transit
WeePort Imperial
1 station
a subsequent email, he wrote that Amtrak in fact did not
29
hawken Weekends only 1.2 miles
meet its track laying goal, but crews are still working.
Decem- NJ Transit
Union
North Line Exten- 2 stations
Track 2 is complete less ballast through Radnor (from
ber 31
City,
sion to Port Impe- 1.25 miles
the west), however he found that no work is planned on
North
rial weekdays.
the other three tracks this year.
Bergen Non-revenue
service to
With Route 15/Girard Avenue already operating for
Tonnelle Avenue
nearly two months, October 27 was selected as the
date for my first ride, and I was able to assemble a
Other Transit Systems
small group to share the experience: my son Marc,
Boston, Massachusetts
friend Steve Lofthouse, and coworker Joe Black. I met
Member Todd Glickman sent a “CharlieTicket” with an Steve at the Nanuet station, and although there was a
accompanying note that there was still $1.25 remaining code for Philadelphia (182) in the TVM, we were unable
on the card. It seems that used (zero value) cards are to purchase a through ticket, so we had to settle for
“captured” by the fare machines, similar to what hap- Trenton. We rode the Pascack Valley Line to Secaucus
pens on PATH. This does not help collectors, but cer- Junction and waited for Marc, who was on board Train
tainly helps with litter problems in stations as anyone #3899, from New York Penn. This train’s only other
who has ridden on systems where this does not take stops were Newark Penn and Newark Airport,
place has observed.
Metropark, New Brunswick, Princeton Junction, Hamilton, and Trenton. Joe was waiting for us at Trenton.
Steve, Joe, and I had a great deal of difficulty using the
SEPTA TVMs because there was a sign posted on the
TVMs that they would not accept the “new” $5, $10, and
$20 notes. Guess what — those types of notes made
up the majority of what we had. Because Marc had purchased his NYP-PHL ticket at New York Penn and gotten Sacagaweas as change, we used those to get us
Thanks to Todd, who also sent also sent copies of the the tickets. (I should have asked the SEPTA Conductor
October 31 commuter rail schedules, which are purple if the $2 per ticket fee would have been waived if we
in color. He wrote that there were no major changes, a had made a good faith effort to purchase the tickets.)
few minutes here and there.
Do not even ask about going upstairs to the NJ Transit
Effective at the start of service on November 12, ticket windows, because they do not sell SEPTA tickets!
Green Line service was resumed to the Science Park There was still some time, so we went to the RiverLine
and Lechmere stations, with the following route struc(Continued on page 13)
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station across the street and some photos were taken.
We noted two NJ Transit police officers, who were
“guarding” the entrance to the Trenton station. At the
bumper block there is a manually operated NEXT
TRAIN (for Track 1 or Track 2) sign, which has a directional arrow that must be moved by the arriving Train
Operator. A wooden stick is provided for this purpose.
R7 Train #732 departed on time and we got off at the
still-being-refurbished Suburban Station. All-day tickets
($5.50 each) were purchased and we took the MarketFrankford Line to the 13th Street station. From there we
walked over to SEPTA Headquarters at 1234 Market
Street and saw restored PCC 2733 and the front of ACF
Brill (bus) 1312, and made a stop in at the well-stocked
SEPTA Transit Store, where some items were purchased. (Member Gary Grahl told me that although
PTC did operate ACF Brills, this particular one had been
previously owned by Conestoga Transportation.) After
lunch, we rode the Market-Frankford Line to the Girard
Avenue station and waited for the first car, which turned
out to be a westbound. En route we made some photo
stops. We noticed that were several buses interspersed
between some of the trolleys. Member Bob Wright
wrote that this is done to “protect” the schedules in the
event that the trolleys get delayed. During the ride, I
noted that Brookville did a beautiful job in remanufacturing the cars, but I could not help but notice that the entire interior, except for the “bull’s eye” light globes, was
brand new. Heading eastbound to Richmond/
Westmoreland, the car developed a problem with the
trolley retriever and several unplanned stops were
made when the trolley pole lost contact with the overhead wire and naturally the car came to a stop. Because we had lost so much time, the car was turned at
Cumberland Loop, where there was some type of
power problem and so the Operator manually opened
the doors. It was at this time that we observed that the
door motors appeared to be the original ones. This
caused a delay to us and our plan of what else we
would do, and so it was revised to skip the ride to 69th
Street, from where we would ride to Norristown on the
high-speed line with a return to Center City via the R6.
Instead, we took the Market-Frankford Line to 8th Street
and rode PATCO to Broadway in Camden, which was
the original plan.
As we descended the stairs at PATCO’s 8th Street station, the eastbound train was just arriving. Riding to the
Broadway station in Camden, we observed that there
was no reference to the RiverLine, either on the map
inside the car, in which we were riding, or on the September 10 timetable, or upon arrival at the Broadway
station. Again, we lucked out because the RiverLine car
had also just arrived, and the Operator told me that I
had time to purchase tickets. During the ride we spoke
13

with several commuters who sang the praises of the
line. At Trenton, before we said goodbye to Joe, we
agreed that it was a wonderful trip. The rest of us rode
Train #3896 back towards New York and our respective
homes.
A transit strike, or “Service Interruption” as SEPTA
refers to it, began on Monday, October 31, as was
threatened, because Local 234 of the Transport Workers Union had not had a raise since December, 2003.
The contract expired on March 15, 2004. Members of
United Transportation Union Local 1594 joined them. It
was reported that union leaders rejected a 9 per cent
pay increase over three years and a proposal that
would require union members to pay 5 per cent of their
health care premiums. More than 5,000 transit workers
walked off the job, affecting the following: MarketFrankford and Broad Street Lines, all subway-surface
lines (10, 11, 13, 34, and 36) Route 15/Girard, and former Red Arrow Routes 100, 101, and 102, as well as all
City and Suburban bus routes (Victory and Frontier Divisions). The last strike, which took place in 1998 lasted
40 days. On the first day, no new talks had been scheduled, and an estimated 400,000 riders had to use
SEPTA’s Regional Rail, which was running, walk, carpool, taxi, etc. Member Lee Winson wrote that on a historical note: “there were strikes against PTC and Red
Arrow (SEPTA's predecessors) in January, 1963, during
a bitterly cold winter. Partly as a result of those strikes,
Philadelphia and four neighboring counties agreed in
April, 1963 to form a regional transit authority that would
be ‘legally strike-proof as a public agency.’” Obviously, it
did not work out that way. At the end of the first day,
Bob Wright reported, Regional Rail was handling most
of those who would normally have used the lines that
were not operating. Of course, Regional Rail does not
serve South Philadelphia at all and only covers a small
part of the western part of the city.
David Safford sent copies of the Temporary Schedule
Adjustments for the R1/Airport, R3/West Trenton and
Elwyn, R5/Doylestown and Overbrook, R7/Trenton and
Chestnut Hill East, and R8/Fox Chase and Chestnut Hill
West Lines. In summary, stops were added to many
trains and some trains were extended beyond their
scheduled terminals. On a few lines, there were some
extra trains.
When is a good time to have a power failure? The
answer obviously is never, but Lee Winson reported
that one occurred during the early evening rush hour of
Thursday, November 4, near 30th Street Station, and it
shut down the SEPTA Regional commuter rail system.
Passengers heading home had to wait about three
hours until service was restored. It appears that trains
that had already left Center City en route to the suburbs
kept on running. The situation was compounded since
Regional Rail was carrying a great many extra riders on
account of the SEPTA transit strike. The three down(Continued on page 14)
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town stations, 30th Street, Suburban Station, and Market
East, were already very crowded with riders. Special
"cattle chute" lines were set up in the stations to queue
up passengers for specific routes. The problem was
also expanded by the merger of the former Reading and
Pennsylvania Railroad commuter networks via the Center City Tunnel. Previously both systems were independent and terminated in stub-end terminals in Center
City. If one network had problems the other would keep
operating. Today, a serious problem on one side will
impact the other side. David Safford was also delayed
by this incident, as his usual 50-minute commute turned
into a 2 hour 40 minute ordeal.
One week into the strike, during the morning of November 7, a tentative settlement was announced, and
service began running that afternoon, with full service in
operation by the evening rush hour.
Bob Wright sent some additional information about
some of the news items that appeared in the October
Bulletin. Regarding the “plugs” that SEPTA’s Silverliner
cars have, instead of doors, “they were delivered this
way in anticipation of the Center City Tunnel opening, at
which time the plugs would be removed and doors installed. Needless to say, this didn't happen. The bids for
this work came in very high and the effort was
scrapped. Thus, trains must get 3-4 minutes' dwell time
at Suburban and Market East Stations to handle
crowds, and in peak hours the Engineer's position on
each train is often used at these stops for loading/
unloading.” On the subject of the grade crossing work
that is being done on Routes 101 and 102: “the crossing work is interesting in that the crossing protection
previously consisted of standard traffic signals which
were actuated by the LRVs, where these were needed.
At lower-volume crossings, stop signs were often in
place for cross traffic. The upgrading work makes these
more like standard railroad grade crossings. It remains
to be seen if these are any more effective than the previous measures.”
The work on the Market St “L” is proceeding, but the
dispute with the contractor has NOT been resolved. “The same contractor, PKF-Mark III, has two
adjacent construction sections, the guideway (46th to
east of 63rd), which is underway, and the "Cobbs Creek"
segment (east of 63rd to west of Millbourne). The disputes occurred on the latter section, and within the last
month, SEPTA cancelled this contract and will be rebidding it early next year. As for the guideway, work is
continuing, with weekend outages occurring throughout
October and possibly through November until Thanksgiving, when work will cease for the holiday
season. This work is slowly progressing, with new
guideway in place west of 56th Street and in the areas of
61st and 62nd Streets. This package includes the sta14

tions from 46th Street to 60th Street, and 56th Street remains closed, as it is being replaced. The expected
completion was by the end of this year, and it appears
to be on track for that. Once 56th Street is reopened,
work will start on the others, one at a time. 46th Street
could be next, but I do not know for sure. I am also not
certain that 52nd Street, a very busy station, will completely close or be done in phases. With 56th Street out,
the intersecting bus route which feeds it, Route G, is
being rerouted to the 52nd Street station. Whether this
will be done for 52nd Street remains to be seen. Finally,
for the holiday season, two Market-Frankford trains, one
Broad Street Line train, and two Regional Rail trains will
be part of this year's Santa Express fleet — and each
fare will receive a holiday rider’s gift bag. Passengers
can board at any station stops along the way, but seating may be limited.
Washington, D.C. area
MARC issued new Penn Line timetables effective October, and there were some minor changes. The Brunswick Line timetable was not changed. Thanks to member Steve Erlitz for sending copies.
As was reported in the November Bulletin, Virginia
Railway Express had some minor changes with the new
timetables which were implemented on October 31.
However, effective November 28, Manassas Line trains
#323 (8:30 AM Union Station/Broad Run) and #334
(10:15 AM Broad Run/Union Station) were removed
from the schedule. VRE explained that this was done
because of continued low ridership and the need to
make accommodations due to escalating diesel fuel
costs that were being experienced in this year's
budget. Train #334 carried less than 60 people a day
and currently cannot grow because of lack of parking at
Manassas Line stations for riders who want to take this
late morning train. The termination of the train is being
made in lieu of a mid-year fare increase. Included in this
decision is the elimination of Train #323, which was a
turnback train allowing train #326's equipment to return
to Broad Run in order to operate its second run as train
#334. In advance of this date, VRE, which already was
not operating on November 24, Thanksgiving Day, also
did not operate on November 25. Again, the reason was
simply economics, because on the same day last year,
only about 20 per cent of the average November ridership was carried.
Tampa, Florida
In celebration of its third anniversary, TECO fares
were 5 cents on October 14-15. Thanks to member Karl
Groh for sending this report.
South Florida
After inflicting major damage in the Yucatan Peninsula, Hurricane Wilma entered the state of Florida as a
Category 3 (111-130 mph winds) and crossed through it
in less than 12 hours. At one time 70 per cent of the
state was under siege. Several family members sus(Continued on page 15)
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tained property damage. I called several members who
are Florida residents. Joe Gagne told me that he had
lost electricity and water, but was fortunate that his
neighbor had a portable generator to which he connected his refrigerator. He was without electricity for
almost three weeks. Karl Groh and his wife were without power for a few days. Fortunately for Dennis Zaccardi and his family, they were beyond the reaches of
Wilma.
On Saturday, October 22, in advance of the storm, TriRail cancelled all rail service. Due to extensive damage
and continuing power interruptions, service remained
suspended until Friday, November 4, when a Saturday
schedule was operated. Full service was resumed on
Monday, November 7.
Chicago, Illinois
Metra has scheduled completion of three commuter
rail expansion projects for next month. Twelve miles of
track and two new stations, New Lenox and Manhattan,
will be added the SouthWest Line, and with it service
expansion from 16 to 30 trains per day. On the North
Central Line, new stations will be added at Grayslake,
Schiller Park, Franklin Park, and Rosemont. A fifth station, Grand/Cicero, will open later in 2006. With this project there were infrastructure improvements, which included the addition of a second track, crossovers, signals, and other track configurations to increase service
from 10 to 22 trains per day. The third project is the UP/
West Line to Geneva, where the line will be extended
west of Geneva by 8 miles. Two new stations, La Fox
and Elburn, have been added. With all of these new
stations comes additional parking.
In celebration of the Chicago White Sox’ World Series
victory over the Houston Astros, CTA wrapped one train
with the White Sox logo and unveiled it to the public at
the Sox-35th Red Line station on October 31.
“Throughout the playoffs, CTA transported an average
of nearly 13,000 fans each game to and from the stadium to cheer on the White Sox,” said CTA President
Frank Kruesi. “CTA customers can continue their celebration by riding the Chicago White Sox train.” Two train
cars are wrapped in artwork featuring the Chicago
White Sox name, the black diamond white sock logo,
the World Champion phrase in bold, black lettering on
the train’s side, and the White Sox logo on its doors. In
addition, the tops of cars 3311 and 3312 feature the
word “Chicago.” The interiors of the cars feature congratulatory car cards for the team’s accomplishment.
The artwork is based on a wrap designed by Marylandbased M.T.H. Electric Trains for a Chicago White Sox
O-Gauge model train set that will be shipped in December. CTA modified the design to reflect the team's status
as world champions and M.T.H. will be incorporating the
CTA design in a two-car add-on set.
15

Last month, the CTA Board approved changes to their
proposed five-year capital plan in order to begin alternatives analysis studies for extending the Red Line to
130th Street, the Orange Line to Ford City, and the Yellow Line to Old Orchard. The alternatives analysis study
is the first planning step in the Federal Transit Administration’s New Starts process for the purpose of pursuing federal funding. The studies will examine all of the
transit options available and a locally preferred alternative will be determined. In addition, the Board approved
four new sub-regional service improvement studies to
focus on the far South Side and South Suburbs, Southwest Side and Southwest Suburbs, Northwest Side and
Northwest Suburbs, and Central service area. The studies are similar to those CTA recently conducted which
focused on West Side service and the analysis and realignment of service along the North and South Lake
Shore Drive service areas that resulted in ridership
along those bus routes increasing by 3.7 per cent on
weekdays and 10.5 per cent on weekends. The studies
will serve as comprehensive, scientific studies that include reviews of major traffic generators, other transit
connections, and demographic and development patterns. Thanks to Bob Hansen for these reports.
Chesterton, Indiana
Member Howard Benn commented on the proposal to
place the entire South Shore Line into the Central Time
Zone. Howard wrote: “The issue isn't daylight saving
time, it's Standard Time. Indiana is nominally in the
Eastern Time Zone, but is actually in 4 different zones.
Everyone knows that the northwest corner, near Chicago, is in the Central Time Zone and goes on Daylight
Saving Time. So does the southwest corner (near Paducah, Kentucky). While the rest of the state is in the
Eastern Time Zone and doesn't go on Daylight Saving,
the southeast corner (near Cincinnati) does, i.e., the
southeast corner of Indiana which is in the Eastern
Time Zone does go on DST. The rest of the 'Eastern'
part of the state does not. Because the bulk of the
'Eastern' part of the State does not go on Daylight Saving Time, the South Shore had no problem for the 7
months of DST, when Central DST and Eastern EST
are the same. The debate was over the 5 months of
Standard Time. With the recent legislative change to
only 4 months of Standard Time beginning in 2007, the
argument is further narrowed (this part of the legislation
was something of a surprise, and came after the South
Shore's petition). St. Joseph's County is not going to
want to go into the Central Time Zone for the four
months of darkest mornings. Sunrise would be almost 8
AM. That would mean kids waiting for rural (the bulk of
the County) school buses in the pitch dark at 6:30 AM,
long before daybreak. Gary, Indiana and environs won't
want to go Eastern for 4 months because of their ties to
Chicago. Even if they did, it won't do the South Shore
any good; Chicago isn't going to change.” The New
(Continued on page 16)
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San Francisco, California
Market Street Railway acquired a second ex-New Orleans Perley Thomas car at the end of August. After
making its final run on August 28, at the Orange Empire
Railway Museum, 913 was placed atop a flatbed trailer
and transported to San Francisco, where it joined 952.
913 will be restored and receive some modifications
before being placed into service. Thanks to my son
(member) Marc Glucksman for this report.
Apparently there will be a change as to how the former NJ Transit PCCs will be renumbered. The information that appeared in the March, 2005 Bulletin concerning the San Francisco Muni numbers and schemes is
unchanged. This information was forwarded by member
George Chiasson.
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York Times (November 13) reported on this subject,
whether Indianans should “Spring Forward, Fall Back,
or Neither.” Beginning in 2006, all of Indiana will observe Daylight Saving Time. Several residents voiced
the opinion that they did not really care what happened,
but that the entire state should be in one time zone.
St. Louis, Missouri
Although the latest news on Metro’s web site indicates
that the MetroLink Shrewsbury Extension from Forest
Park is scheduled to open on October 31, 2006, this
may not happen. Member Bob Matten sent an article
from The St. Louis Post-Dispatch, which reported that
opponents of the extension have requested a referen- SF MUNI COMPANY/CITY
COLOR SCHEME
FORMER NJ
TRANSIT
dum on a $150 million bond issue which would go to NUMBER
NUMBER
pay for the cost overruns. This vote would not take
Gray and Blue with Red
14
place until next August, and this latest tactic could kill 1070 Public Service
Coordinated
Wheels
the project, because the contractor would have to stop
Transport
work and lay off the workers. The project is at 70 per 1071 Twin Cities Rapid Yellow, Green
23
Transit
cent completion. Bob wrote that these same NIMBYs
Green, Cream, Red
20
forced the underground routing through Forest Park, 1072 Mexico City
which helped drive up the cost of the project.
1073 El Paso-Juarez
Red, Green, White
22
New Orleans, Louisiana
Maroon, Black, Cream
2
New Orleans RTA, Capital Area Transit System (Baton 1074 Toronto
Rouge), Kansas City Southern, D-O-T-D, and Amtrak 1075 Cleveland
Orange, Tan, Brown,
17
have recommended that twice-a-day rail service be inCream
stituted between Baton Rouge and New Orleans. This
1076 D.C. Transit
D.C. Transit Aqua, Green,
12
Persimmon
should be done to help commuters avoid the heavy trafBlue, Scarlet, Cream
21
fic on I-10. The proposed route would start at the Kan- 1077 Birmingham
sas City Southern rail depot near Memorial Stadium in 1078 San Diego
Pea Green, Brown,
19
Cream
Baton Rouge and run to the Union Passenger Terminal
Red, Cream, White
11
in downtown New Orleans. FEMA has been asked to 1079 Detroit
subsidize the estimated $25 million cost for this service,
1080 Los Angeles
Spanish Yellow, Green,
9
which would last for three years.
(National City
White
Lines)
Salt Lake City, Utah
900 South, an intermediate station between Ballpark
(1300 South) and Courthouse (500 South), was opened Sacramento, California
The first extension of the Folsom Line between Sunfor revenue service on September 19. The final platform
furniture and artwork was complete on Tuesday, Octo- rise Boulevard and downtown Folsom was opened on
October 15, with ceremonies that were appropriate to
ber 4.
the occasion.
Seattle, Washington
The Sound Transit Finance Committee has unani- Los Angeles, California
A new light rail line has been proposed for the
mously recommended the purchase of four additional
light rail cars for service to Sea-Tac International Airport. Westside area of Los Angeles, to be known as the MidAirport Link is on a fast track to be completed by De- City Exposition Line. It would be 9.6 miles in length. The
th
cember, 2009. These additional cars will enable Sound starting point would be the 7 /Metro Center station, and
Transit to provide peak-hour service every six minutes from there, there are two options that would bring the
in each direction when Airport Link opens just a few line to the proposed USC station: via Flower Street or
months after the initial segment’s mid-2009 opening. Hill Street. There would be six stations from USC to
Sound Transit already has a contract with Kinkisharyo Venice Boulevard in Culver City, and possibly two othand Mitsui to built 31 LRVs. Although the car bodies are ers depending on which of the aforementioned routings
being constructed in Osaka, Japan, final assembly will is used. LACMTA officials would like the line to eventutake place in the Seattle area. The airport segment will ally reach Santa Monica. Comments on the final environmental statement were being taken in a series of
extend Central Link’s length from 14 to 16 miles.
(Continued on page 17)
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public meetings which were held last month. Thanks to
Dennis Cavagnaro for sending this report from the Los
Angeles Times.
Honolulu, Hawaii
Karl Groh wrote that about 25 years after being proposed, the city of Honolulu has hired another consultant
to identify mass transit alternatives, including LRT. After
the first six weeks, about 70 possible route combinations were under consideration for a 24-mile system on
Oahu that would connect Kapolei and Manoa. The
whole process will be shortened because the consultants have at their disposal the results of several studies
that have been done in recent years. Some of the questions that still need answers are the routing: Queen
Street or Halekauwila? Dillingham or Nimitz? Farrington
or H-1? Will there be a stop at the Airport or Salt Lake?
Are there to be elevated lines or a tunnel through downtown, and steel wheels or rubber, monorail, light rail or
buses? If money is short, does construction begin from
town or the country? If a decision is made by next fall,
construction could be underway in 2009.
Peru
This month, we have a very interesting report from
David W. Safford, who, with his wife, rode a rail line that
probably not too many members have ever ridden. In
1979, my wife and I, and Marc, who was 18 months old
at the time, rode the train from Cuzco to Machu Picchu.
David wrote that “they returned from Peru on October
12 and road the rails from Machu Picchu to Cuzco, and
again from Cuzco to Puno, on the shores of Lake Titicaca. The last portion required some heated discussion
with our travel agency, who had switched us to a bus on
the apparent grounds that they were doing us a favor.
Having been disabused of that, they returned us to PeruRail, for which we were thankful. The train was composed of older cars rebuilt to Orient Express standards
with polished wood and crystal shielded lighting, upholstered arm chairs, and tables with white linen. The
piece de resistance was an observation car with an
open end, complete with brass rail, backed by a midsection with huge plate glass windows and skylights,
and a lounge with polished wood bar. Wonderful! As
an extra, there was entertainment with two different
groups of Andean musicians and singers, dancers, and
a fashion show featuring Alpaca garments. The train
from Machu Picchu to Cuzco was a set of DMUs billed
as ‘Vista Dome’ cars. That they were not, but the front
car featured an enormous front window (we were in the
second seats) and skylights. I could not find a builder’s
plate anywhere, but wonder, based on the name, if they
were built by Budd. This train also featured on-board
meals at your seat and entertainment and a fashion
show. I wound up buying a poncho for my wife.
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“The Machu Picchu line is narrow gauge (meter, I believe, but I did not have an accurate measuring device
with me) and the Puno train standard gauge. In Cuzco
there was even some dual-gauge track. The narrow
gauge line had three switchbacks, two within the city of
Cuzco, to enable the line to first climb and then to descend the mountains cradling the city. The freight cars
along the line were all ancient. As a special curiosity,
there was a CN car with the spaghetti logo parked in
Juliaca. How it got there I cannot begin to guess. Couplers were all automatic. In Machu Picchu there was a
special First Class engine-hauled train parked at the
station, identified as the Hiram Bingham (the modern
discoverer of the ruins), again featuring an open observation with a cast brass tail marker bearing the train
name. It is working equipment. On the Puno train I met
a couple that had taken it west from Cuzco. I regret that
I had no opportunity to identify the locomotives, but they
had the Alco characteristic rounded noses. Beyond the
trains, Peru was a grand trip, although strenuous. We
hiked the Inca Trail to Machu Picchu, featuring on the
second day a 1,250-meter rise and a 500 meter drop in
7.2 kilometers of trail. It was a great experience, for a
couple of oldsters, but the train was a relief to abused
bodies.”
Singapore
Todd Glickman sent this report about his trip to Singapore, which took place in early November. “The fourth
rapid transit line in Singapore, the ‘Circle Line,’ is nearing completion of its first phase, and scheduled to open
in mid-2006. The Circle Line will be a fully automated
metro linking all other lines radiating out from the city
center. The initial three-mile section is planned to open
in 2006 and will eventually be expanded to a 20-mile
route with 29 stations. The next 5 stations (phase 2) will
open in 2007. The third phase is 3 miles long with five
more stations, expected to open in 2008. Circle Line
Phases 4 and 5 are just beginning construction, for
opening by 2010. I could see some of the Phase 4 work
being done near the National University of Singapore a
few days ago.”
From the History Files
50 Years Ago: On December 28, 1955, trolley service
ended in Atlantic City.
40 Years Ago: On December 13, 1965, the last train
on the Erie-Lackawanna Railroad’s Northern Branch
departed from Nyack, as service was cut back to
Sparkill, New York. Less than 10 months later, on October 2, 1966, service was ended on the Northern
Branch, as well as the Caldwell, Carlton Hill, Newark,
and Sussex Branches, as well as the Boonton Line between Netcong and Washington and the Greenwood
Lake Line between Mountain View and Midvale.
News items and comments concerning this column may be
emailed to NYDnewseditor@aol.com.
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NOSTALGIA CORNER
October marked the 100th anniversary of the Staten
Island Ferry. This is a railfan publication, not a boatfan
publication, so we will not be publishing any ferry pictures. However, we thought it might be appropriate to

mark the occasion by printing some photographs of
what is now called the Staten Island Railway that were
taken when grade crossings were being eliminated in
the 1960s.

New Dorp station, looking north, August 19, 1961.
Bernard Linder photograph

Looking north toward New Dorp station, September 6, 1966.
Bernard Linder photograph

Looking south from Rose Avenue (New Dorp station), August 19,
1961.
Bernard Linder photograph

Temporary tracks at Rose Avenue, looking north toward New Dorp
station, September 6, 1966.
Bernard Linder photograph
(Continued on page 19)

neering Record, which is in the public domain. Architectural Designs for New York’s First Subway was written by David J. Framberger.

IRT City Hall Station Closed 60 Years Ago
(Continued from page 1)

Our source for this article is Historic American Engi-

ANOTHER ANNIVERSARY — 60TH STREET TUNNEL CONNECTION
To relieve the overcrowding on the Queens Boulevard
Line, a tunnel was built connecting the IND at Queens
Plaza with the BMT 60th Street Tunnel west of Queensboro Plaza. On December 1, 1955, fifty years ago,
18

Brighton Locals started operating through this tunnel. It
was the first time that trains were through-routed between the BMT and the IND.
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Grade crossing, looking north from New Dorp station, August 19,
1961.

New Dorp station, August 27, 1968, after grade crossing elimination.
Larry Linder photograph

Jefferson Avenue looking north, September 10, 1966, before grade
crossing elimination.
Bernard Linder photograph

The same scene on August 30, 1968, after grade crossing elimination.
Larry Linder photograph

TECH TALK
by Jeffrey Erlitz
The next section of new signals on the Concourse
Line has now been completed. Over the weekends of
November 5-6, 12-13 and 19-20, the new signals and
switches from south of 174th-175th Streets to north of
Fordham Road were placed in service. As with 161st
Street and 167th Street Interlockings, the new Tremont
Avenue Interlocking is only controlled from the Maintainer’s control panel in the relay room until the master
tower at Bedford Park Boulevard is placed in service.
With this new section of signaling, the old Fordham
Road Interlocking was decommissioned.
The northbound platform at New Lots Avenue on the
14th Street-Canarsie Line (L) is being bypassed from
November 7 to December 19 to allow M. A. Angeliades
19

to perform station renovation work under contract A35950.
Starting sometime before October 28, the CBTC Train
Operator Display on the R-143 car class was activated
and indicates “CBTC Bypass.”
On a historical note, the last sections of Third Avenue
Elevated trackage was removed from the remnants of
Tracks T1 and T2 just south of 219th Street Interlocking
on the White Plains Road Line (25) over the weekend
of November 12-13. These pieces of track were in extremely poor condition and it was decided to remove
them before someone down in the street got hurt.
Jeff may be contacted via e-mail at jbe456@optonlinenet.
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Around New York’s Transit System
Another “Wrap”...to Go
News Editor Randy Glucksman reports that the interior of one of the 42nd Street Shuttle trains is “wrapped”
in blue for Eddie Bauer. Consist is (R-62A) N-19511937-1926-S.
Door Operation at South Ferry Station on 1
To ensure passenger safety and to prevent accidental
manipulation of operating equipment, the doors to the
Conductor’s operating cabs and the storm doors on
these two cars must remain closed and locked. On
southbound 1 trains at Chambers Street and at Rector
Street, the Conductor must announce that all passengers in the rear five cars whose destination is South
Ferry must leave the train and walk along the platform
to the first five cars. Passengers must not walk through
the cars of the train or the operating cabs.
Modified Deicer Consist
If train service is suspended during a major storm, the
Deicer Train with an additional designated rider car
(400-439-series) in the consist will be placed in service
to rescue passengers stranded on station platforms.
Snow Thrower Train
The snow thrower will be assembled when a major
storm is forecast and a snow emergency is declared.
Major storms could potentially disrupt service on the
Rockaway (AS), Brighton (BQ), Sea Beach (N), and
Dyre Avenue (5) Lines.
The snow throwers’ Rapid Snow Removal System is
effective only when there is more than four inches of
snow on the ground. Snow throwers ST101 and ST102
are stored in Pitkin Yard. Consist is as follows: Snow
Thrower, Diesel, Transition Rider, Diesel, Snow
Thrower. The Diesel, Transition Rider, and Diesel must
be assembled in tandem/multiple unit operation.

Before throwing snow, all locking pins must be removed. The Train Service Supervisor must decide
where the snow is to be cleared by observing wind direction, vehicles, pedestrians, personnel, and obstructions. Snow must be thrown to a safe area.
Train Service Supervisors observing a red signal must
stop 25 feet from the signal and observe the position of
the stop arm. If the stop arm is up, he/she must call the
Control Center or local tower to determine whether
there is a train ahead. If snow or ice is preventing the
stop arm from lowering into the clear position, the Train
Service Supervisor must attempt to clear the obstruction
or hook down the stop arm. When the train passes the
signal, the Train Service Supervisor must unhook the
stop arm and notify the Control Center.
Before returning to the yard, the locking pins must be
replaced.
R-142/R-142A/R-143 Door Cutout Procedure
Door malfunctions on R-142, R-142A, and R-143 cars
should be checked with the following procedure: Conductor must close the doors by pressing the close button. If a guard light fails to clear, the Conductor must
identify the car with the with the illuminated guard light
and activate the local recycle pushbutton in the affected
zone. If the obstruction has not cleared, the Conductor
should leave the good section open and the bad section
closed.
Door malfunctions can be corrected with the threeposition mechanical lock cutout switch located along the
side door panel opening. If all other measures fail, the
side door emergency handle should be used as a last
resort.

DEVIATIONS FROM CAR ASSIGNMENTS
by Bill Zucker
As noted in George Chiasson’s article in this issue,
from June 6-10, a train of Coney Island R-68s was in
service on B. There have been rare appearances on
W as well. A train of R-68As was observed on B on
November 23.
R-32s have only occasionally appeared on W (see
November issue); more frequently since September 19.
Before this date, they were most apt to turn up here (not
regularly) on Fridays.
On A and C, the R-32s and R-44s come out of Pitkin, the R-38s out of 207th Street. With the recent transfer of R-32 cars (see November issue), the mixing of R32s and R-38s in trains, previously occurring relatively
20

rarely, now occurs more frequently. For example, on
November 18, the following consist was observed on
A: 2 R-38s, 2 R-32s, 6 R-38s.
A train of R-32s turns up on R from time to time.
On Subdivision “A,” 3 is virtually all R-62s, except for
one train of R-62A (single cars), which represents the
spare cars for the 42nd Street Shuttle. Two trains of R62s are still used on 4. R-62As (again, singles) have
not been used here in many months. Units 1771-5 and
1826-30 are assigned to 1 along with the regularly assigned cars (1841-1900 as well as 2156-2475, which
have always been assigned here).
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NYC TRANSIT STRIKE OF 2005
by Randy Glucksman
Background and Contingency Plan
It was expected that MTA New York City
Transit subway and bus workers would authorize a strike effective 12:01 AM Friday,
December 16, 2005, when the vote was
taken at the Jacob Javits Convention Center
in Manhattan on Saturday evening, December 10. In the days leading up to the deadline, bits and pieces of the city’s contingency
plan were released to the media, and it
turned out that the plan was just about the
same as was in place the last time that the
Transport Workers Union contract expired in
December, 2002. (Please refer to the January, 2003 Bulletin for details.) The New York
Times quoted Councilman John C. Liu,
chairman of the City Council’s Transportation
Committee, as describing the plan as a “lite”
version of the 2002 contingency plan. His
explanation is that in 2002, some post-9/11
restrictions on cars entering lower Manhattan
still existed, and there were more ferry lines
in operation.
The Strike Begins
When the contract expired on Friday morning at 12:01 AM, workers remained on the
job, and some negotiations were held over
the weekend, but the next deadline loomed
at 12:01 AM Tuesday, December 20. As the
clock turned to 12:01 AM Tuesday, there was
still no strike. That caught many off guard,
because at 3 AM as Transport Workers (and
Amalgamated Transit) Union members
walked off the job, and the subway and bus
systems were shut down. Presumably this
was done in an orderly fashion. Before dawn,
when commuters began their trek to work,
temperatures were in the 20s and 30s.
1

To prevent gridlock, a four-person-per-car
requirement was imposed for all automobiles
entering Manhattan south of 96th Street until
11 AM. This included the Lincoln, Holland,
Brooklyn-Battery, and Queens-Midtown Tunnels as well as the bridges connecting Manhattan with Queens or Brooklyn.
The fares for the special train services
which are described below had been reported as $3 initially, but as the strike deadline neared the fare was upped to $4, which
without a MetroCard is slightly more than
three times the normal subway fare ($2 at a
20% discount).
Providing these services required modifying
the normally operated schedules to provide
both crews and equipment. Some regularly
scheduled trains had their consists reduced
in size and their stopping patterns modified.
Shuttle trains were not operating on the first
day, but were running on Days 2 and 3 and
on Friday morning.
MTA Metro-North Railroad
On the Hudson Line, Metro-North operated
shuttle service between a temporary Yankee
Stadium station and Grand Central Terminal,
stopping at 125th Street starting at 5 AM. Until
10:36 AM, there were two trains per hour,
and between 11:10 AM and 4:09 PM, hourly
service was provided. All trains carried 7100series numbers, with a 17-to-20-minute running time. Outbound trains departed hourly
from Grand Central Terminal from 11:25 AM3:31 PM and 9 PM-12 AM. Two trains per
hour operated from 4:08 through 7:55 PM.
My son Marc went to the Yankee Stadium
station and reported that eight sets of
(Continued on page 6)
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FULTON STREET SUBWAY
by Bernard Linder
new technology cars were illuminated by twenty-four
72-inch and two 48-inch cold cathode fluorescent
lamps. Light intensity was 15 foot-candles at the reading plane, much higher than that of the older cars.
Power for the lamps was supplied from the third rail
through resistors.
Because fluorescent lamps do not operate well on
direct current, a timer reversed the polarity frequently.
The old-type windmill fans were replaced by eight 12inch bracket fans mounted two on a fixture, arranged to
circulate the air around the car. The car heaters were
thermostatically controlled to maintain uniform car temperature. The installation of shock absorbers improved
riding qualities by dampening vibration and side sway.
New-type interlocking machines using the entranceexit (NX) system were installed at Euclid Avenue and
Pitkin Yard. Under the NX system, a route is set up by
operating or pushing an entrance button and pushing
an exit button at the point at which the train is to be
moved. After pushing these buttons, all the signals and
switches are operated automatically. When the route is
established, a white line of light indicates that the signal
cleared. As soon as the train passes the signal, the
white line of light turns red. This line of light extinguishes when the rear end of the train passes the point
indicated by the exit button.
In the older system, a lever must be operated for
every switch moved and every signal controlling movements over the switch. Under this system, several levers must be moved before a route can be established
and more than one person may be needed in busy towers.
The next project was the extension from Euclid Avenue to Lefferts Boulevard via the Liberty Avenue Elevated. To operate this through service, a ramp was built
connecting the new Grant Avenue station with the Hudson (80th) Street station. Station platforms on the Liberty
Avenue Line were lengthened to accommodate 10-car
IND trains. The estimated cost of this project was $8.7
million.
The Fulton Street “L” ceased operating on April 27,
1956. Buses replaced trains between Euclid Avenue
and Lefferts Boulevard from 7:15 PM Friday, April 27 to
1:00 PM Sunday, April 29, 1956, after which A trains
started operating to Lefferts Boulevard.

CONSTRUCTION HISTORY
Construction of the tunnel between Broadway-East
New York and Grant Avenue was nearly completed long
before service was extended to Broadway-East New
York on December 30, 1946. Installation of equipment
was delayed due to the shortage of materials during
World War II. Following is a progress report of tunnel
construction:
LOCATION
Pennsylvania Avenue
from Conway Street to
Fulton Street

CONTRACT
AWARDED

WORK
PERCENT
STOPPED COMPLETE

October,
1939

August,
1942

100%

Fulton Street to Ashford
Street

September,
1938

November,
1941

99

Ashford Street to Crystal
Street

October,
1938

November,
1942

100

Crystal Street to Grant
Avenue

October,
1940

December,
1942

96

East of the Broadway-East New York station, the tunnel curves under the former East New York Depot.
When the new bus garage and repair sop was built, part
of the new storehouse was supported on the subway
roof. A portion of the old trolley barn was removed.
As soon as materials were available, equipment was
installed in the tunnel and Pitkin Yard:
EQUIPMENT

CONTRACT AWARDED

Escalator—Broadway-East New
York station (in service July 1,
1948)

January, 1946

Pitkin Yard lighting

October, 1946

Pitkin Yard electrical work

October, 1946

Pitkin Yard heating
Pitkin Yard special work
Euclid Avenue station finish

November, 1946
February and March, 1946
November, 1946

The cost of this extension, including Pitkin Yard, which
could accommodate 585 cars on 40 tracks, was $46.5
million. This figure includes 139 additional cars, which
cost $9.5 million.
Trains started operating to Euclid Avenue on November 28, 1948. Forty R-10 cars, which were just delivered, provided the additional service. These postwar
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ROCKAWAY LINE
by Bernard Linder
(Photographs from the author’s collection)
Interlocking closed on October 20, 1950. Rockaway
Park service was discontinued on October 2, 1955. The
last Rockaway Park train left Flatbush Avenue at 9:53
PM and the last train departed from Rockaway Park at
11:29 PM, after which all trains terminated at Far Rockaway. Trains still used the station built for the grade

Most LIRR Rockaway trains were routed across Jamaica Bay on a wooden trestle where fires occurred
frequently. On May 7, 1950, another fire on this trestle
gutted the timbers supporting it. When it became apparent that the bankrupt railroad was unwilling to spend
large sums of money to repair it, the City of New York
decided to purchase it. On June 11, 1952, the Rockaway Line was sold to the city for $8.5 million and the
portions still operated by the Long Island Rail Road
were leased back to it.
NYC Transit replaced the old wooden trestle with an
embankment built of sand dredged from Jamaica Bay.
Tracks were supported by steel and concrete pilings.
Two new bridges were built and several stations were
rebuilt. Tracks in Rockaway Park Yard were rearranged.
After the trestle fire, Long Island Rail Road service
was rearranged. Trains operated via Valley Stream and

Rockaway Park station, August 27, 1955.

The Long Island Rail Road’s Far Rockaway station, looking west,
August, 1954.

Nassau County to Far Rockaway and Rockaway Park.
There were still some Far Rockaway short-turns until
later in the year, probably discontinued when ROCK

Far Rockaway station, looking east from Mott Avenue, August, 1954.
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Rockaway Line
(Continued from page 3)

crossing elimination. A smaller LIRR Far Rockaway station was opened farther east on February 21, 1958.
After the trestle fire, LIRR service to Hamilton Beach
was reduced. Effective October 2, 1955, trains terminated at Ozone Park. In 1956, there were four daily
trains operating on two tracks and carrying 775 passengers. Effective October 29, 1958, a spring switch was
installed at White Pot Junction and trains were singletracked on Track 1 (northbound). Manual block signaling was in effect and speed was restricted to 30 miles
per hour. Only one train operated each way. Just before
abandonment, the AM rush hour train carried 220 passengers while the evening rush hour train transported
130 riders. Fare was 80 cents. The last train departed
from Penn Station at 5:37 PM, passed White Pot Junction at 5:55 PM, and arrived at Ozone Park at 6:09 PM
on June 8, 1962.

Liberty Avenue “L,” approaching Rockaway Boulevard station,
looking west.

Liberty Avenue ‘L,” approaching Rockaway Boulevard station,
looking west, December 12, 1955.

Fulton Street “L,” looking east from Rockaway Boulevard.

The Long Island Rail Road, pursuant to lease with the
City of New York, operated service over the city-owned
portion between Ozone Park and White Pot Junction.
The lease was renewed in 1956 and 1959, and expired
June 10, 1962. The LIRR discontinued operation and
the property reverted to the City of New York.
During the transition period, NYC Transit rehabilitated
the line and installed a new signal system. IND trains
started running on June 28, 1956. The first trains were

Liberty Avenue ‘L,” looking west, December 12, 1955.

the 6:38 PM Rockaway Park and the 6:48 PM Far
Rockaway trains from Euclid Avenue.
(Continued on page 5)

Note: The pictures on this page represent the temporary track layout during reconstruction, February 20-May 8, 1955.
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Rockaway Line
The greatest distance between stations on the transit
system is 3.70 miles from Howard Beach to Broad
Channel.

(Continued from page 4)

A trains running between Far Rockaway and 207th
Street furnish the longest ride on the transit system,
32.29 miles. Midday running time is about 94 minutes.

An eastbound (railroad southbound) A train of R-10 cars leaves Rockaway Boulevard in May, 1969. This is the same location as in the leftmost photograph on page
4.

Pile construction at Broad Channel, August, 1954.

TECH TALK
by Jeffrey Erlitz
The Train Operators continued to operate the trains
manually but with full CBTC indications on their display
screens. Most noticeable to someone looking out the
front window would be the signals displaying flashing
green to indicate “Proceed according to CBTC Train
Operator Display.” Interestingly, when flashing green is
displayed on home signals, the route aspects on the
lower head are dark. All signals display conventional
aspects for non-CBTC trains. As time goes on, more
trains will be operated in ATPM mode and the hours of
service will be extended. The next section of line to “go
live” is supposed to be from Eighth Avenue to Third
Avenue.
As part of this milestone, the Rail Control Center is
monitoring, but not controlling, the Canarsie Line. The
following Automatic Train Supervision (ATS) functions
are currently in service:
• System alarm indications (carborne and wayside)
• Automatic Train Operation (ATO) Inhibit commands
• Slow Speed Order commands

Just when you thought you would never live to see
Communication-Based Train Control (CBTC) become a
reality, it has done just that. On January 5, CBTC Operating Rules and Regulations and Operating Procedures
became effective in CBTC Territory on the 14th StreetCanarsie L Line. On R-143 revenue trains, the CBTC
Bypass Switch will be sealed in the “BYPASS” position
and the CBTC Train Operator Display screen will indicate “CBTC Bypass.” Initially, CBTC territory is limited
to Tracks Q1 and Q2 from Broadway Junction to Canarsie-Rockaway Parkway. This also happens to be the
section of line that will continue to have wayside automatic signals for a long time. This is to enable nonCBTC equipped trains from J, M, and Z to make trips
to the Canarsie car washer under normal signal protection rather than cumbersome absolute blocks. Needless
to say, diesel-powered work trains will also run nonequipped for the foreseeable future
Tuesday, January 17 was officially “CBTC Day” on the
Canarsie Line. Starting on that day, two revenue trains
of R-143s had the seals on their Bypass switches broken and ran in Automatic Train Protection Manual
(ATPM) mode but only between midnight and 5:00 AM.

(Continued on page 9)
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cated the inbound.
There were news reports that on Day 2, the lines were
so long that the estimated waiting time to board a train
was two hours at Fordham.
New Haven Line trains made all of their regularly
scheduled stops, including Fordham.
MTA Long Island Rail Road
The Long Island Rail Road provided special rush hour
service for Queens customers from 6 AM to 9 AM and 4
PM to 7 PM, bypassing regular station stops. Below is a
listing of the special Queens service which was operated during those times:

NYC Transit Strike of 2005
(Continued from page 1)

wooden platforms (to accommodate four cars) had been
built to the west of Track 4 (Harlem River side), similar
to what exists at Belmont Park Race Track. The pedestrian overpass was on the west side of the stadium by
the big bat, down to the parking lot, next to the Bronx
Terminal Market. There were no signs, but there were a
number of customer service personnel and police at the
station. In New York Central and Penn-Central days,
there were two nearby stations at 138th Street and High
Bridge (West 169th Street). They were closed on July 1,
1973 and June 2, 1975, respectively.
A temporary booth, which was staffed during the peak
hours, was also evident. After the peak hour, fares were
collected by train crews, who punched Fordham Road
as the entering station. Upon arrival at Grand Central
Terminal, Marc noted that tickets for the outbound Yankee Stadium Shuttle service were gate-collected, as is
done on Thanksgiving Day and New Year’s Day morning. Ironically, although a station will be built for Yankee
Stadium in the near future, it took a transit strike, and
not the presence of the most famous sports franchise in
the world (more than 80 years after it moved across the
street), to bring this development. A similar station was
also constructed here three years ago when the previous contract expired. As we know, there was no strike
and Yankee Stadium Station (I) was dismantled.
Metro-North also operated shuttle train service (7400series) between Spuyten Duyvil and Grand Central Terminal. In most hours the regular service was supplemented by two to four of these shuttles. The special
train schedules were only available to the public via
Metro-North’s web site.
Metro-North designated the following track assignments at Grand Central Terminal:
TRACK(S)
36-37
38
39-42

DESTINATION(S)

AREA
Eastern
Queens/
Western
Nassau
Southeast
Queens/
Western
Nassau

NOTES

NO STOPS

FREQUENCY

8 additional
trains AM
9 additional
trains PM
n/a

Bellerose and Hollis

15 to 20 minutes

Northern
Queens/
Western
Nassau

n/a

Great
Neck/
Bayside
Hub service

All stops Port
Washington to
Great Neck,
then Bayside
and Penn Station
Regularly
scheduled
trains
Kew Gardens,
Forest Hills,
Woodside and
Penn Station
Limited connecting ferry
service

Central
Queens
Shuttle
trains
Long Island City

Riverdale, Spuyten Duyvil, Marble Hill, University Heights,
and Morris Heights
Yankee Stadium

Rosedale, Locust Manor, 15 to 20 minand St. Albans
utes
All Far Rockaway and
Long Beach trains stop at
Valley Stream and Laurelton
Little Neck, Douglaston, 15 to 20 minAuburndale, Broadway,
utes
Murray Hill, Flushing/Main
Street, Shea Stadium
n/a

15 to 20 minutes

Jamaica, Kew Gardens,
Forest Hills, Woodside

n/a

n/a

15 minutes

Hunterspoint Avenue

About every 20
minutes

In order to accommodate the aforementioned services, seven AM Peak and eight PM Peak trains were
canceled or combined.
Port Washington Branch trains stopped at Shea Stadium during off-peak hours and would have stopped
there on weekends.
Specific entrances were assigned to riders at Penn
Station depending on their destination. Here are two
examples: Eastern Queens, Hicksville, Huntington, Port
Jefferson, Oyster Bay, Hempstead and West Hempstead riders had to use the Eighth Avenue and W. 33rd
Street (subway) entrance and passengers bound for
Woodside, Forest Hills, Kew Gardens and Jamaica had
to use the Seventh Avenue entrance, also known as the
“main marquee,” which is across the street from the
Hotel Pennsylvania. LIRR tickets could only be pur-

Wakefield, Woodlawn, Williams Bridge, Botanical Garden,
and Fordham

Harlem Line shuttles were numbered in the 4300series, and ran between Mt. Vernon West and Grand
Central Terminal. They made all stops except Tremont
and Melrose, which were covered by many, but not all,
of the trains that normally stop there. Even under the
regular schedules these two stations do not have a lot
of service. There were three shuttle trains per hour (5
AM-6:53 AM), then four trains per hour (7:06-8:45 AM).
Beginning at 9:10 AM, and continuing until 12:25 AM,
there were between two and four trains per hour, two of
them being Strike Shuttles. The others were the regularly scheduled trains. Outbound service generally repli-

(Continued on page 7)
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have four passengers. Taxi drivers reported that they
were making more money, due to the establishment of
“zones” and the ability to carry four passengers, each of
whom was paying his or her own fare. The cost for each
zone was $10, although crossing into additional zones
was supposed to be $5.
The New York Times reported that there was one
glitch in the city’s contingency plans – ferry service from
Brooklyn to Manhattan. New York Water Taxi, a private
company normally operates from the Brooklyn Army
Terminal to Lower Manhattan. Fewer than 200 riders
use this service and the company was not prepared to
handle the 2,700 who made their way to the pier. However, on the first day of the strike, when more than 700
shivering commuters were discovered at the BAT pier,
city officials pressed the Staten Island Ferry John A.
Noble into this service. The boat was also used that
evening. No fares were charged. By the end of the day,
NY Water Taxi had chartered two larger boats from
companies on Long Island and in Massachusetts.
All of the suburban counties set up park-and-ride lots
for car pooling. The City of New York also designated a
number of park-and-ride lots.
MTA Staten Island Railway operated shuttle service
between Ballpark (normally in use only during Staten
Island Yankees games) and St. George with a Parkand-Ride lot arrangement.
Throughout the strike, the Transit Museum Store in
Grand Central Terminal remained open.
Access-A-Ride continued operating.
The Roosevelt Island Tramway ran extended service
(possibly 24 hours).
If you saw NYCT buses operating on city streets during the strike, you were not seeing things. Marc told me
that NYPD Officers drove NYCT buses on at least eight
routes. These buses had "POLICE BUS" on the sign
and paper signs in the window. There was a staging
area at Pier 42 on the lower east side of Manhattan,
near South Street, by the Sanitation facility. The buses
came from various garages.
The Taylor Law
In the days and weeks leading up to the strike and
after it began, the word “illegal” was applied to this work
stoppage, the penalties of the Taylor Law notwithstanding. I wondered who the “Taylor” was, whose name had
become bandied about. Before I could “Google” his
name, The New York Times (December 21) had an
article about this law and Dr. Taylor. After the 12-day
transit strike in 1966, Governor Nelson Rockefeller
stated: “I am determined that this should never happen
again.” So, he named Dr. George W. Taylor, a mediator,
arbitrator, and University of Pennsylvania history professor, as chairman of a panel to investigate this matter.
The law which was named for him, was enacted in
1967, and superseded the Condon-Wadlin Act, which
proved to be unenforceable because it mandated the

NYC Transit Strike of 2005
(Continued from page 6)

chased by entering the W. 34th Street entrance.
The LIRR reported that ridership on Day 2 was up 50
percent from a normal weekday, and for the 6-7 AM
hour on Day 3, there had been an additional increase of
7 per cent. The New York Times reported that morning
ridership on Metro-North and the Long Island Rail Road
was up a total of 85,000.
NJ Transit
NJ Transit did not alter its service, but did deploy
some of its personnel to assist commuters. On Day 1 of
the strike, I rode the Pascack Valley Line Express, and
it had significantly more riders. Two of them were my
neighbor and his brother, who own a business in the
West Village and had driven to Manhattan as they usually do. Unfortunately for them, they were turned away
because of the four-passengers-in-a-car rule. So they
rode to Hoboken and switched for PATH. My neighbor
told me that in the evening, when he and his brother
arrived at the 9th Street station just before 5 PM, they
found extremely long lines which stretched for several
blocks. After observing the situation for a few minutes,
and having determined that the line was not moving,
they were forced to make other arrangements.
Port Authority Trans-Hudson Railroad
Between 6 AM and 8 PM, a special weekday-only service was operated from the World Trade Center station
via Exchange Place and Pavonia/Newport to 33rd
Street. Trains operated on a 7-minute headway. My coworker Eric told me that those trains carried blue-green
markers, signifying a combination of the Hoboken/33rd
Street and World Trade Center/Hoboken routes. Eric
also mentioned that service was “sluggish,” due to the
additional trains. The Star-Ledger reported that on the
first day, 70,000 rode trains from New Jersey, an increase of 5,000 from a normal day. At times, the entrances to some stations had to be closed because of
crowding on the platforms. On Day 3, PATH carried
296,963 riders. Port Authority spokesman Steve Coleman said: "we don't believe the numbers were higher
since we began operating PATH in 1962." Hoboken traffic was up 12 per cent.
Ferries and Other Modes of Transportation
On the bus side, with the exception of the former
Command Bus Company, which had joined the MTA
Bus Company on December 11, the drivers who work
for MTA Bus went on strike. These involved the routes
of the former Liberty Lines, New York Bus Service, and
Queens Surface Lines. Employees of Jamaica Buses
and Triboro Coaches struck one day earlier at 12:01 AM
Monday, December 19. Green Bus Lines (still a private
company), which was struck last year, continued operating throughout the strike.
Taxi cabs entering Manhattan south of 96th Street on
weekday mornings until 11 AM were also required to

(Continued on page 8)
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out of various garages. All vehicle restrictions in Manhattan were lifted as of midnight. The special MetroNorth and the Long Island Rail Road train services were
continued through 11 AM Friday. However, the Yankee
and Shea Stadium park-and-ride lots were closed on
Friday. Because of this, there was no service at Shea
Stadium. Regular Metro-North and LIRR service resumed at 11 AM Friday, December 23. However, the
extra early afternoon holiday trains, scheduled to depart
from Penn Station on Friday, December 23 between 12
and 4 PM, did not operate.
7-, 30-, and 40-day MetroCards were extended for
three days after their expiration.
Costs of the Strike
The bullets below give some of the financial costs of
the 60-hour strike. Not included are the inconveniences
that were experienced by all who have come to rely on
New York’s mass transit system. News reports told of
the severe financial impacts that affected many store
owners in the days leading up to Christmas. Several
who were interviewed reported that a significant amount
of revenue was lost, at a time of the year that they rely
on.
• New York City Comptroller William C. Thompson
Jr. estimated that the financial losses to the city’s
economy were $1 billion
• The City of New York lost about $36 million in tax
revenue
• $22.5 million in fare revenue was lost by MTA
• Police overtime exceeded $30 million. This effort
included 16,000 Police Officers and 1,200 recruits
• Each striker lost three days of pay (depending on
their days off) and stands to lose two additional
days’ pay for every day not worked
• The Transport Workers Union was fined $1 million
per day, for a total of $3 million. Pending resolution of the contract, this fine could be negotiated
to a lesser amount, or even possibly zero dollars
The Settlement
Exactly one week after the strike began, there were
news reports that a tentative settlement had been
reached, which would grant TWU (and ATU) members
raises of 4, 4, and 3.5 percent over a 37-month period,
which would expire on January 15, 2009. The unions
also agreed that their members would begin to pay for a
portion (1.5 percent) of their health coverage, and all
agreed that the retirement age would remain unchanged for now. Workers were also granted Martin
Luther King Day as a holiday. In mid-January, it was
announced that the TWU membership had rejected the
contract, by a total of seven votes. At press time there
was no resolution, but there was little to no talk of striking again.

NYC Transit Strike of 2005
(Continued from page 7)

automatic dismissal of striking public workers, and
barred rehired workers from getting raises for three
years. The Taylor Law calls for severe financial penalties for unions who strike. Penalties for individual workers were added in 1969, and as far as NYCT workers
go, it was invoked only in 1980, during an 11-day strike.
NYCT President Lawrence G. Reuter had a letter placed
on the MTA website asking striking TWU members to
cross the picket lines and return to work. There were
instructions on how and where to report.
The Strike Ends
After a night of what was reported to be continuous
negotiations at the Hyatt Hotel, just after 11 AM Thursday, December 22, mediators from the New York State
Public Employment Relations Board held a press conference to announce that the TWU had agreed to recommend to its the Executive Board that union members
to go back to work while the main issue, concerning the
age at which members may retire and start receiving
their pensions (currently it is 55; MTA wants to go to 62)
is addressed separately. The following is part of the mediators’ statement: “It is evident to us that the pension
changes suggested by the MTA are extremely difficult
for the TWU to accept. It is equally clear to us that the
MTA's legitimate need to address its long-term financial
challenges must be addressed in these negotiations. It
would be inappropriate, at this time, for us to ask the
MTA to withdraw its pension proposals, without an assurance that the TWU is willing to review alternative
means to address those challenges, such as the rising
costs of health benefits. The MTA has informed us that it
has not withdrawn its pension proposals, but nevertheless is willing to discuss whether adequate savings
maybe found in the area of health costs.” The ATU was
also asked to take this recommendation, to return to
work immediately to its members. A media blackout was
imposed on both sides pending resolution of all of the
issues.
At 2:40 PM, the TWU reported that the Executive
Board had voted to return to work, and informed its
workers who were scheduled to be at work to report
immediately, and all others to report at their scheduled
time. Mayor Bloomberg held a press conference and
announced that it could take from 12 to 18 hours to fully
restore subway service. Regular service was resumed
on all lines beginning with trains scheduled to depart
after 12:01 AM Friday, December 23.
During the work stoppage “Fire Watch” trains were
operated over all of the lines by Train Service Supervisors.
Evening television news reports told of buses heading
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Tech Talk

Always Reporting Block and Never Reporting
Block acknowledgment
• Stop Now (Stop and Stay) and Stop at Next Station commands
• Station Restriction Override command.
This is a good point to provide you with some CBTC
definitions since these are all new terms with which we
are not too familiar:

(Continued from page 5)

•
•
•
•

Work Zone commands
Blocked Zone commands
Restricted Manual Interlock command
Restricted Authority commands

TERM
Automatic Train Operation
(ATO)
Automatic Train Protection
Manual (ATPM)
Automatic Train Supervision
(ATS)
Auxiliary Wayside Protection
(AWP)
Auxiliary Wayside System
(AWS)
CBTC
CBTC Bypass
CBTC Mainline Territory
CBTC Territory
Movement Authority Limit
(MAL)
Offside Display (OD)
Rail Control Center (RCC)

DEFINITION
Mode in which the train will operate from a starting point to the next stopping point (station, red signal, another
train or any other cause) without the Train Operator using the master controller. When a train in ATO stops, it
automatically reverts to ATPM mode.
Mode in which the train is operated by the train operator under the protection of CBTC, which will apply service
or emergency braking as needed
Computer system at the Rail Control Center with remote workstations at dispatcher’s offices. Functions include
train tracking, remote control of interlockings and automatic route setting.
Operating mode when, due to failure, a train is unable to communicate with the wayside CBTC equipment. The
train remains localized (except when crossing a switch) and is governed by civil speed limits and wayside signals. Trains in AWP are given standard signal aspects.
Wayside signal system in CBTC Mainline Territory and CBTC yards. Provides interlocking functions for CBTC
trains and functions as the signal system for other trains.
Communications Based Train Control. System in which trains are capable of exchanging messages via radio
with a controlling computer (Zone Controller), which authorizes train movements. Incorporates a means by
which the location of a train can be dynamically determined apart from track circuits.
Mode in which train operates at normal speeds while CBTC controls are disabled.
Mainline territory fully equipped with CBTC wayside equipment to support operation in ATPM and ATO modes.
Line, portion of line, or yard where CBTC is operational.
Message from the zone controller to the train, authorizing the train to proceed to a certain location, and identifying the type of obstacle present at that location, for which the train must stop. The MAL appears on the CBTC
Train Operators Display in the form of a colored vertical bar with a graduated distance scale.
Instrument panel featuring numeric displays and individual indication lights, installed in the operating cab on the
side opposite the Train Operator Display. Provides information regarding train berthing and dwell status when
doors are operated from that side of the cab.
Central supervisory office for subway operations. ATS central equipment is located here.

Restricted Authority (RA)

Authority given by the RCC Desk Superintendent allowing a train to be operated in ATPM mode at a maximum
speed of 10 mph.

Restricted Manual (RM)

Mode used in the event of CBTC failure to release a train from CBTC control. CBTC is disables but the speed
of the train is limited to 10 mph by non-CBTC carborne equipment.

RM Release Switch
RM Unlock
Trip ID
Unequipped and Failed Operation Wayside Pushbutton
Unequipped Train
Wayside Signal Protection
(WSP)

Sealed switch that is used to “unlock” the RM mode when RM mode cannot be unlocked by ATS.
Command issued by ATS to permit RM mode operation.
Information displayed on the CBTC Train Operator Display and ATS that contains the train’s interval.
A wayside pushbutton at specific locations that must be operated to allow any Unequipped Train or train with
failed CBTC to proceed.
A train that is not equipped for CBTC operation.
Mode for CBTC-equipped trains while in non-CBTC territory. Trains operate at normal speed, governed by
wayside signals.

Work Zone

Area established by the RCC where persons are known to be performing work on or adjacent to CBTC territory
that is protected by caution lights or flags, CBTC-enforced speed restriction and inhibiting of ATO.

Yard Mode

Mode intended for use in CBTC-equipped yards. Train speed is limited by CBTC to 10 mph. Protection is provided against red signals and overrunning the end of track, but not against occupied tracks.

Zone Controller (ZC)

Computer located in signal rooms along the wayside. Establishes MALs for CBTC-controlled trains.
(Continued on page 15)
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Commuter and Transit Notes
Connecticut Department of Transportation
The State of Connecticut approved a $25 million expenditure for the purchase of 12 new locomotives. Under the plan, which was approved in December, 2005,
the order would be split between dual-modes for New
Haven-Grand Central Terminal service and dieselelectrics for Shore Line East. First to arrive will be the
diesel-electrics, starting in April, 2007 while the dualmodes, because they are more complicated, would take
longer to construct. They are scheduled to arrive in mid2008. Meanwhile, CDOT had not selected a contractor
to overhaul the VRE cars. As of December, just 12 of
the 26 were in service. Thanks to member David A.
Cohen for sending this report from The New Haven
Register.
Member Bob Underwood found out that there had
been a “stealth” opening of the two high-level platforms
at the Guilford station on November 28, 2005. Bob
wrote that there was no coverage of this event in the
newspapers or on television. Construction of the hi-level
platforms at Madison and Westbrook is scheduled to get
underway sometime this year.
Bob wrote that he took advantage of the holiday-only
train on December 23 and 30, 2005, by riding Train
#1626 (2:10 PM New Haven) to Guilford, Clinton, and
Old Saybrook. These trains were comprised of Bombardier and ex-VRE cars, and had CDOT GP40s or leased
Amtrak P-40s as motive power.
Shore Line East riders also benefited from a similar
promotion to that which MTA offered to its regular riders.
Those who purchased a monthly December ticket received a complimentary off-peak 10-trip ticket. Those
who bought 10-trip tickets got one free round-trip offpeak ticket. However, there was a catch; those tickets
had to be used by the end of January. Riders who purchased December UniRail (MN/SLE) tickets received
the promotional tickets from each railroad. SLE service
did not operate on Mondays, December 26, 2005 and
January 2, 2006. Thanks again to Bob for this news.
According to State Senator Bob Duff, “the Danbury
Branch has always been the stepchild to the New Haven Line.” In December two public hearings were held
on proposals to improve service on this single-track,
non-electrified branch which runs between Norwalk and
Danbury and carries about 1,000 daily riders. Under
consideration are electrification; full or partial doubletracking; and an extension beyond Danbury to New Milford. According to the study, double-tracking would require expensive land acquisition but would make the
service more reliable and frequent, further increasing
ridership. Until an August, 1955 hurricane, the Danbury
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Branch was electrified. Once the study is completed,
CDOT will make recommendations on how to carry out
the project.
MTA Long Island Rail Road
An organization has been formed in eastern Suffolk
County that proposes to replace the current Long Island
Rail Road service with what is described as “small-scale
rail and bus shuttles.” The group calls itself Five Town
Rural Transit, Inc. (5TRT). Its proposal calls for LIRR
service to operate as far east as Ronkonkoma (Main
Line) and Speonk (Montauk Line). Its website (http://
eastendshuttle.org) has an artists rendering of a Colorado Railcar DMU in an “East End Shuttle” scheme. It
proposes to use such vehicles to provide service as
often as every thirty minutes during peak periods, seven
days a week, year round. There would be twenty-one
rail stations in the new system, of which fifteen presently
exist plus five reactivated stations and one new station.
Their plan calls for seamless transfers from trains to
shuttle buses waiting at the stations to transport passengers to stops close to their final destinations along
shuttle bus routes in surrounding villages and hamlets.
Shuttle buses will also pick up passengers at stops and
bring them to the train stations. Enhanced bus stops will
have parking facilities and a shelter with benches. The
Shuttle network would replace Long Island Rail Road
trains and Suffolk County Transit buses on the East
End. 5TRT says that MTA collects more than $60 million
in taxes annually from East End taxpayers, and 5TRT’s
system would cost less than $40 million. A portion of
that money would be used to fund this service. New
York State Assemblyman Fred Thiele has filed legislation in Albany to create a Peconic Bay Regional Transportation Authority that would operate this service.
Buses to be used would be Hybrid Electric Vehicles. A
“transportation summit” was held in early December,
2005 at Southampton College to discuss the results of a
four-year $1 million study, and according to The East
Hampton Star, “it took four years for East End towns
and villages to reach an ‘understanding’ that they have
to work together to improve transportation.” Thanks to
member Barry Zuckerman for sending this report, and
to member Joe Gagne for some additional information.
NJ Transit
Effective January 1, System Timetable 1 (General Order 101) went into effect replacing General Order 901
from 2005.
New timetables were issued effective January 15, for
the Montclair-Boonton, Morris & Essex, Northeast Corridor, and North Jersey Coast Lines. A number of adjust(Continued on page 11)
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ments were made in the 8-8:30 AM time period at Secaucus Junction. The special holiday services were also
removed from these editions. NJ Transit also flipped the
colors of the covers on this edition.
Since January 2, my observations have not found any
long/low door cars, or “sliders,” in service, but now one
can find solid trainsets of 5700-series cars with one or
two 5100-series cab cars. It can now be expected that
all doors of all cars will open at Secaucus Junction, with
a reduction in dwell time. An email reported that the real
reason that these cars were retired was not because
they lacked the emergency door releases, but because
the releases were located inside the car body rather
than in the vestibule. In the first week of January, I
noted some consists with every type of Comet car, including NJ Transit and Metro-North Comet Vs in the
same train. There was even a five-car train of all-center
door cars.
Starting January 9, in order to perform construction
work on the Nanuet Siding, midday Train #1621 (1:56
PM Hoboken/Spring Valley) was turned at Pearl River.
Bus service was provided for those destined for Nanuet
and Spring Valley. This work was expected to continue
weekdays for several months, except for Martin Luther
King Day and Presidents Day.
Metropolitan Area
Restoration work on the historic Piermont (New York)
station began late December as workers started to replace the 9-foot tall cupola. This ex-Erie Railroad station
served Northern Branch trains until service ended on
December 13, 1965. The Rockland Journal News reported that the Piermont Historical Society took over
this project two years ago, soon after the village took
ownership of the 19th Century building. So far, it has
raised about $75,000 for the roof repairs. The Historical
Society is attempting to get the station listed on the
State and National Register of Historic Places. Its style
is described as Resort Gothic.
The On-Time Performance (OTP) statistics for 2005
were released in mid-January, and, as reported in The
New York Times, having your own New York City terminal can have a tremendous impact on the results.
Metro-North, of course, is the one commuter railroad
that can make that claim, and its OTP fell .1 percent
short of its goal of 97.5 percent. Last year, Metro-North
operated 194,053 trains, including 395 special New
York City subway strike shuttles between Manhattan
and the Bronx. In 2004, the OTP was 96.1 percent.
On the Long Island Rail Road, 92.2 percent of its
trains arrived on time. This is down from 2004’s 92.7
percent. LIRR officials attributed this decline to the
three-day New York City subway strike in December,
during which it ran 528 extra trains and accepted delays
11

exceeding six minutes to 950 of its other trains.
Overall, 94 percent of NJ Transit trains were on time.
This figure is down from 2004’s 94.4 percent. NJ Transit
broke down the figures by providing AM and PM peak
periods, which were 91.6 and 92.8 percent, respectively. Both NJ Transit and the Long Island Rail Road
share New York Penn Station with Amtrak, and each is
affected by the other.
All of these railroads use the same standard, i.e., that
a train can arrive up to 5 minutes 59 seconds late and
be counted as on-time.
Albany, New York
In early January, the Senate High Speed Rail Task
Force issued its report, and Senate Majority Leader Joseph L. Bruno came out in support of expanded rail service. According to The Legislative Gazette, he unveiled the five-phase plan to be completed by 2015.
Amtrak operates the services between New York City
and Buffalo. In what is called the South Corridor, it operates over some tracks that it owns, as well as tracks
that are owned by Metro-North and CSX. West of Albany, it operates on CSX trackage, having to compete
with freight trains for space. The report also cited the
age of Amtrak’s cars, many of which are more than 30
years old – they should be replaced. It has been recommended that the state purchase the trackage that it
does not now own, to place it under unified control. It
should then upgrade the physical plant to permit trains
to operate at 110 mph. Grade crossings should also be
eliminated. West of Albany a second track should be
constructed. There would also be express service between Albany and New York City.
Museums
On January 17, Elevated Gate Car 1, from CTA's historical collection, made a circuitous 30-mile journey
from a CTA yard in Skokie to the Chicago Historical Society at North and Clark, where it will serve as the centerpiece to the Society's new-look renovation. Number 1
was one of 180 wooden gate cars that was constructed
for the Chicago and South Side Rapid Transit Company
by Jackson Sharpe in 1892 to help provide Chicago's
first rapid transit service. The car was restored to its
original dark green and gold trim colors in 1959 and has
been used for special events. In its original configuration it was heated by steam and lit with gas lamps, but it
was converted to electric power. It remained in service
until 1930. The North Side museum's renovation won't
be unveiled until late September. Thanks to members
Frank Pfuhler and Neil Carlson for the report from the
Chicago Sun-Times.
Other Transit Systems
Boston, Massachusetts
On December 19, 2005, MBTA announced an ambitious plan to install its automated prepaid fare plan on
nearly the entire network by the end of this year. Last
(Continued on page 12)
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month, 188,000 monthly ticket purchasers received
those tickets in “CharlieTicket” format, which allows
them to be renewed at automated kiosks.
On December 23, 2005, MBTA operated is regular
schedule, with modifications similar to what were used
on Thanksgiving Eve (January, 2006 Bulletin). After 8
PM on New Year’s Eve, all MBTA service was free. Additional trains were operated in support of “First Night”
activities on all commuter lines except for Fairmount.
There may be a light at the end of the tunnel with regard to the troublesome Breda LRVs. The Boston
Globe reported that an agreement was reached between MBTA and Ansaldobreda, the manufacturer,
which will result in 85 rebuilt cars being delivered by
next January. When the original $222 million contract
was awarded in 1995, it called for 100 cars. In place of
the 15 cars, the “T” will receive spare parts, and both
sides have agreed to drop their respective lawsuits.
$143 million had been paid to Ansaldobreda before the
“T” stopped making payments because the cars did not
meet an MDBF standard of 9,300 miles. Of the 185 cars
in the Green Line fleet, 55 were scheduled to be retired
five years ago but have had to remain in service despite
more frequent breakdowns. As a result, there are fewer
than the 136 trolleys required for rush hour service. Additionally, the Green Line's lack of low-floor vehicles
accessible to the disabled further slows service, because Operators must get out and use special lifts for
passengers in wheelchairs. About 40 of the “T”'s 47 existing Bredas are operating on the B line, and they were
expected to be assigned to the C line soon. After track
repairs and improvements, the revamped Bredas will
head to the E line by late fall, 2006 and the D line after
that.
$730,000 will be spent to give a facelift to the Symphony station (Green Line) and an additional $330,000
will pay for AFC equipment. At the end, after years of
having the station unstaffed, the “T” plans to have
someone there part-time. The station, which opened in
1941, has a bronze plaque to commemorate the opening, but it was so grimy that it was illegible. About 1,700
passengers use the station each day. Fenway Park is
located nearby.
There is a follow-up to last month’s report about the
Department of Environmental Protection’s plan for transit expansion. A number of elected officials in Somerville
are calling the plan unacceptable. They are opposed to
pushing back the deadline for extending the Green Line
to Medford by three years and adding new regulations
that would allow the state to delay this and other projects an additional three years if needed. Under the
DEP plan, the Green Line extension opening would
move from 2011 to 2014 and would weaken the state's
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obligation to build the transit projects it promised to do,
to offset the pollution and congestion expected from the
$14.6 billion Big Dig. Thanks to member Todd Glickman
and The Boston Globe for these reports and also for
sending copies of the Winter Rapid and Silver Line Waterfront timetables which went into effect on December
31, 2005.
Lindenwold, New Jersey
Last May, when PATCO’s “Route 55 Gloucester Assessment Study” was completed, it was the 17th study of
the same geography since 1931. The next step will be
an Alternatives Analysis Study to take place this year,
which will delve deeper into the three alignments, which
are listed below. Number 1 and 3 were studied in 1975,
1991, and 1995.
• Via median of NJ Route 55
• Via medians of NJ Route 42/Atlantic City Expressway
• Via existing Conrail (ex-PRSL) right-of-way that
had electric train service (1906-1949) and diesel
commuter service till 1971
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
When SEPTA issued new Regional Rail timetables,
more were issued than I wrote about in the January
Bulletin. Thanks to member David W. Safford, who
sent copies of the R-1/Airport, R-2/Warminster, R-2/
Wilmington, R-6/Norristown, R-6/Cynwyd, R-7/Chestnut
Hill East, and R-8/Fox Chase for December 11, 2005.
David wrote that the remainder of the timetables in the
rack bore the previous date of issue – June 19, 2005.
He also sent copies of the special service that operated
on Christmas Day.
SEPTA issued new schedules effective January 9, for
the Combined Timetable between Glenside and University City; R-3/West Trenton and Media/Elwyn, and R/5Lansdale/Doylestown. The sole holdover from the June
19 edition is R-5/Thorndale/Paoli. Thanks to member
Gregory Campolo for sending copies.
David Safford also took a ride on the Market-Frankford
“L” (December 20, 2005) during his lunch hour to see
where the construction stood, the shutdowns for the
construction having been annulled for the winter. He
reported: “there were men working in the 30o weather at
the new 61st Street station, which will actually lie west of
the existing station and allow it to remain in service for
the interim. The 63rd Street station is shut down completely for some fairly major changes. As for the structure, a short piece of new track assembly is installed
immediately west of 61st Street, but not reaching as far
as 63rd Street (unlike New York City, there are several
intermediate blocks) but the cribbing remains at all of
the new pylons and the unused bolt or rivet punchings
argue more structure to come. All in all I had expected
more progress, what with the extensive summer shut(Continued on page 13)
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downs.”
Member Bob Wright had some comments about my
December, 2005 column. He agreed that SEPTA’s
TVMs were puzzling. “Many riders now have credit
cards as part of Wage Works, TransitChek, etc. employer-subsidized transit programs. With my own, I can
buy tickets from machines on NJ Transit and NYCT, but
not SEPTA tickets, as its machines only accept change
and old bills, as you encountered. PATCO is, unfortunately similar (although its machines will take new bills),
but this is going to change when the new fare collection
system is installed, possibly during 2006. I believe the
Regional Rail Conductors are supposed to waive the
surcharge if the machines are not working or you don't
have old bills, but, knowing SEPTA, this policy is probably very subjective.”
With regard to the PCC-IIs: “You noted that they
seemed to have all-new interiors, with the exception of
the recycled seats (taken from retired Volvo articulated
buses). Not sure if the bulls-eye lights are originals, but
they look like it. The doors are new. but you could be
right about the door motors — they sure sound the
same. The big change to me is the missing window
cranks, which I remember vividly — these cars had the
split sash and window guard bars, which of course are
now both gone with the sealed windows. The cars also
sound much different compared to the old PCC motors,
especially with their 'whine' at speed.”
Baltimore, Maryland
Maryland resident and member Steve Erlitz provided
this follow-up report to the proposed station closings (St.
Dennis, Jessup, Boyds, and Dickerson) that appeared
in the January Bulletin. “On January 11, MARC announced the four stops will be closed March 6. The second Public hearing in Germantown was postponed from
December because of bad weather and was held last
week. The ridership at Jessup is down to one per day,
mostly because of Savage and now Dorsey, and there
was never any doubt about that one. St. Dennis was
tricky. It has historical value (one of the original B&O
stops to Ellicott City on the original railroad line) and is
the closest to the former Relay Station where the lines
split between D.C. and Point of Rocks. CSX needs to
do major interlocking work that will affect the station and
(CSX) would have had to rebuild it (then charging Maryland the costs). I thought (CSX) could dispose of it since
the Penn Line Halethorpe station was nearby, but I did
not account for the dozen or so (who) travel from there
to College Park. They were told at the hearing to come
to Dorsey, but many of them do not have cars and the
MTA city bus that runs in that area does not run into
Howard County or Dorsey. So I have not idea what they
will do. Just an example of the anti-transit administra13

tion we have here in Maryland. It is hard to believe. I
started from there when I moved here in ‘91 and they
had cars filling up the lot by the third train (only were
four then) and parking on the lead road up the hill to
Route 175. There must have been over 100 cars. It was
the third busiest station next to Laurel and Savage. That
first winter the B&O still had approach lit signals so we
could stay in our cars until the interlocking lit. The next
winter they went on permanently. Was I glad to move.
They started express service so I drove to Savage until
Dorsey opened.”
South Florida
Florida Department of Transportation officials recently
held a series of meetings with elected officials in Miami,
Fort Lauderdale, and West Palm Beach as part of a
study to determine whether rail or bus service should be
initiated over Florida East Coast Railway trackage between Jupiter and Miami. Initially, FEC was not interested in sharing its tracks with commuter trains. This
new study has postponed Tri-Rail's planned 16-mile
expansion from West Palm Beach to Jupiter along the
FEC. When this idea was originally conceived in 2001,
the trains were supposed to be running this year. The
service was put on hold because FEC wanted the study
to consider the mass transit potential of the entire 85mile corridor rather than one small stretch such as the
Jupiter extension. Thanks to members Joe Gagne and
Dennis Zaccardi for sending this report from The South
Florida Sun-Sentinel.
New Orleans, Louisiana
St. Charles streetcars that have been reported as operating on Canal Street and the Waterfront Lines since
December 18, 2005 included 930 and 947. All told,
eight cars had been transferred, with six being used for
service and the remaining cars held as spares. A more
complete report was published in the January Bulletin.
Another mystery, the one concerning which cars were
sent to Brookville Locomotive for evaluation, has been
solved thanks to a report from member George Chiasson. The answer is Waterfront 463 and Canal Street
2019. All of the other cars remain at Randolph Street
except for 461, which is at Carrolton Barn. Additional
news: No work has begun on the St. Charles Line, but a
used rectifier should be in place at the end of March to
liven up the balance of the Canal Street Line. Look for
more cars to be transferred to Canal Street for this extended service.
Chesterton, Indiana
Metra Electric riders aboard Train #114 (8:26 AM University Park/Randolph Street), were the first passengers
to ride in the new EMU cars when they entered service
on December 19, 2005. These cars are part of an order
for 26 which was awarded to Nippon-Sharyo. As was
reported in the July, 2005 Bulletin, a ceremony was
held on May 20, to present the first car to the public.
(Continued on page 14)
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Metra had intended to purchase 186 Highliner cars but
deferred buying 160 earlier this year because it never
received state funding.
Chicago, Illinois
On January 23, new Union Pacific West Line schedules went into effect which added the new stations of La
Fox and Elburn. Details of this and the other new stations were published in the December, 2005 and January, 2006 Bulletins. The number of trains running between Elburn, the line's new terminus, and Chicago remains unchanged. During weekday rush hours, service
to previously existing stations remains largely unchanged. Several inbound off-peak trains have been
moved 15 or 20 minutes to accommodate for increased
travel times getting to the new stations west of Geneva.
And on January 30, new timetables went into effect on
the Southwest Line to add a new station in Manhattan
and for the North Central Line for its four new stations.
On the Southwest Line, the number of weekday trains
was increased from 16 to 30. For now, two AM and PM
rush hour trains serve the Manhattan station. The new
schedule includes eight inbound morning trains, not
including the train that departs Orland Park at 11:58 AM.
Also, the new schedule adds options to the evening
rush and adds two late trains departing Chicago at 9:50
and 11:40 PM.
On the North Central Line, the four new stations are:
Grayslake, Rosemont, Schiller Park, and Franklin Park.
Additionally, the number of trains running between Antioch and Chicago has been doubled to 20 compared to
the old schedule. The reconfigured timetable adds two
outbound trains at the tail end of the evening rush. Because the North Central service shares part of its route
with the Milwaukee District West Line east of Franklin
Park, minor changes were made on the Milwaukee District West weekday schedule. Thanks to Bob Hansen for
this report.
CTA riders are paying 25 cents more per ride then
they did before the first of January. Cash fares as well
as the magnetic strip cards went from $1.75 to $2.00,
and paper transfers are no longer being issued. Those
who use the Chicago Card still pay $1.75 and users
earn a 10 per cent bonus for every $10 that is added to
the card. Through the end of March, the $5 fee for this
card is being waived.
The Metra fare increase which went into effect on
February 1, also affected South Shore Line riders between Randolph Street and Hegewisch. The reason is
that those stations are within the State of Illinois, and
Metra controls the fares in that territory.
NICTD issued a timetable last July 31. Thanks to
member Jim Beeler for sending copies.
During the period of September, 2004 through August,
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2005, South Shore ridership had increased 3.9 percent.
Off-peak ridership went up 6.5 percent and 12.8 percent
on weekends and holidays. This has been attributed to
the higher cost of gasoline. All of this ridership has put a
strain on the equipment. Of the 68 cars in the fleet, two
are undergoing a mid-life overhaul and each day, one
car is shopped for an FRA Blue Card Inspection. This
leaves 65 cars available, and the daily car requirements
are for 63. Forty of the 63 cars make multiple trips to
Chicago. The Board has been asked to look into the
possibility of acquiring land to be used to store and purchase 10 additional cars. The cost of these cars has
been estimated at $30 million.
Another area that the Board has been asked to investigate is congestion at Kensington Junction, where the
South Shore trains join the Metra Electric service. A
“Kensington Bypass” has been proposed that would
avoid the necessity of South Shore trains having to
“make the window” (arrive within a specified period of
time to merge with Metra trains) at Kensington.
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada
On January 1, one station was added to Edmonton’s
LRT. Health Sciences is one station south of Grandin/
Government Center, and is the first new station to be
added since 1992. Formal ceremonies were held on
January 3. The City Council recently approved a fourstation extension to Heritage. It will open in two phases:
76th Avenue and South Campus at the end of 2008, and
Southgate and Century Park in the fall of 2009.
London, United Kingdom
A threatened 24-hour strike which was supposed to
take place on New Year’s Eve, fizzled out. London Underground officials reported that the strike drew little
support as just 31 of 275 stations had been closed.
From the History Files
65 Years Ago: On February 6, 1941, the Chicago,
North Shore & Milwaukee placed the Electroliners into
service on the route between its namesake cities. There
were two sets of Electroliners, which provided faithful
service until January 21, 1963, when service was abandoned. Before 1963 ended, they were delivered to their
new owners in Philadelphia. They entered service on
January 26, 1964 on the Red Arrow’s Norristown Line.
Both units have been preserved in museums.
10 Years Ago: On February 1, 1996, CDOT extended
Shore Line East service from Old Saybrook to New
London, a distance of 18 miles. The two round-trips
were supplemented by one Amtrak trip, for which a
monthly SLE ticket was required. For a period there
was even some reverse peak express service. Since
the April 28, 2003 schedules, inbound AM riders must
use Amtrak trains. There is one PM outbound trip that
returns as an express to New Haven.
News items and comments concerning this column may be
emailed to NYDnewseditor@aol.com.
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Also effective January 17, movements of one-car consists, including work trains, are to be done under an
absolute block. In addition, when a single car or locomotive is occupying a pocket track at Rockaway Parkway or Eighth Avenue, no other train is permitted to enter that track.
Effective on the same day, the CBTC Train Operator
Display and the offside display are not indicating correct
trip information so the Trip ID, Dwell Time, and Next
Stop indications are being disregarded. I haven’t heard
an explanation for this yet.
On January 13, a bulletin was put in effect limiting the
maximum speed anywhere on the Canarsie Line to 45
mph. This essentially had no effect anywhere on the
line except for the 14th Street Tubes, where the speed
limit had been increased to 50 mph a few years ago.
Apparently, this speed reduction was car equipmentbased, not the fault of CBTC.
On the Jamaica JZ Line, the Norwood Avenue station is being bypassed from January 1 to March 12. This
is to allow Ahern Painting to complete its work under
contract C-33233.
The bypass of Cortlandt Street station on the Broadway NRW Line will continue until at least February 27
for the construction of the Dey Street underpass.
The period of time during which the northbound platform at New Lots Avenue on the 14th Street-Canarsie L
Line was bypassed was extended from December 21 to
December 31, 2005 to allow M. A. Angeliades to continue performing station renovation work under contract
A-35950.
Up on the White Plains Road 25 Line, northbound
Track 3 will remain out of service until March 18 to allow
Judlau Construction, under contract C-34574, to continue structural and thru span rehabilitation work.
Between the hours of 8:00 PM and 5:00 AM, the R160 test train is being operated on various Subdivision
“B” lines testing clearances.
M-7s as high as 7575 have now been delivered to the
Long Island Rail Road. As of January 14, the railroad’s
multiple-unit fleet was as follows:
CLASS
M-1

NUMBER IN SERVICE
242

M-3

172

M-7

562

The contract to construct the new entry pavilion and
permanent ticket office at Flatbush Avenue-Atlantic Terminal was awarded to Stonewall Contracting Corporation on December 2, 2005 for $25.8 million. A new
street-level entry pavilion on the corner of Flatbush and
Atlantic Avenues will be built, as will a permanent ticket
office, customer waiting area, and restrooms down at
15

track level.
Normally, I do not discuss schedule changes in my
column, but the upcoming LIRR timetable revisions on
March 6 were announced too late for inclusion in Randy
Glucksman’s Commuter and Transit Notes column.
Supposedly, these represent the largest service increase since 1988, when the electrification of the
Mainline to Ronkonkoma was completed and full timetable initiated. There will be two major service improvements on weekends and several minor improvements
weekdays.
The first major improvement occurs on the Port Washington Branch, where half-hourly service will resume
after several years’ absence, replacing the current
hourly service from 7 AM to 11 PM, with trains leaving
Penn Station at 14 and 44 minutes past the hour
(currently 22 minutes past the hour). Westbound, trains
will leave Port Washington at 5 and 35 minutes past the
hour, as opposed to the current 39 minutes past the
hour.
The other huge increase in service will be on the Port
Jefferson Branch to Huntington. Currently, Huntington is
serviced every hour and Port Jefferson every 90 minutes, with alternating Port Jefferson “scoots” terminating
in Hicksville with a connection to a Ronkonkoma train.
This results in a half-hourly service every three hours.
The Hicksville connections also resulted in overloaded
Ronkonkoma trains. Under the new schedule, Huntington also gets half-hourly service (from 6 AM to midnight)
with trains leaving Penn Station at 7 and 38 minutes
past the hour. Trains leaving on the 7 will stop at New
Hyde Park and Carle Place and trains leaving on the 38
will stop at Merillon Avenue and Westbury. Ronkonkoma trains, leaving four minutes later than now at 18
minutes past the hour, will run express from Jamaica to
Hicksville. All Port Jefferson scoots will terminate at
Huntington, where transferring passengers will be able
to board empty connecting trains.
These two service increases are two pieces of the illfated June, 1993 timetable that never went into service.
That timetable change would have provided clock-face
schedules on all branches in the off-peak periods,
weekdays as well as weekends. Unfortunately, the
whole timetable was thrown out the window, apparently
because of opposition from the south shore of Nassau
County regarding a peak-hour change that really had
nothing to do with the new “clean slate” clock-face
schedule. It’s taken almost 13 years to get that one improvement to Huntington implemented!
Westbound, trains will leave Huntington at 6 and 33
minutes past the hour.
In other changes, weekday evening service to Patchogue and Speonk will go from bi-hourly to hourly between 8:30 PM and 12:30 AM (connections leaving
Penn Station). Westbound, one additional train will
leave Patchogue at 11:17 PM, resulting in hourly ser(Continued on page 16)
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Around New York’s Transit System
Correction
In last issue’s news item about the reconstruction of
the South Ferry terminal on 1, the statement that the
single-track station will be replaced by a three-track station is incorrect. The station will have two tracks. See
http://www.mta.info/capconstr/sft/planned.htm for details. Thanks to member David J. Greenberger for bringing this error to our attention.
Door Operation at City Hall and South Ferry
In the December, 2005 Bulletin, we stated that we did
not know how the MUDC Hi-Vs’ doors were controlled
at the City Hall station. After reading this issue, member
Nate Gerstein, ERA #2588, sent us his explanation.
First-generation IRT cars with center doors had drop
seats which could be used for additional seating. When
the seats were in use, the center doors were locked. On
the lower right portion of the door opening, there was a
mechanical lock. This was activated by the Conductor
inserting his key and pushing the lever down. To release
it, he turned his key and the pin and lever popped out.
This lock was also used at the South Ferry and City Hall

stations. It may have been used at other curved stations
before gap fillers were installed. At all times, including
rush hours, the Conductor walked through the train
locking and unlocking the center doors. If our readers
are lucky enough to ride a Lo-V or a Hi-V, they should
be able to find this lock.
Increased IRT Service
When the new schedules went into effect on December 11, 2005, Broadway-Seventh Avenue Line service
was increased slightly. On additional 2 train and one
additional 3 train were operated southbound at the end
of the morning rush and northbound at the end of the
evening rush hour.
Under the previous schedule, in effect May 29, 2005,
most morning rush hour 2 trains were put-ins from the
yard, making their first stop at 238th Street. Trains departed from 241st Street on an 18-minute headway before 7 AM and a 12-minute headway after 7 AM. Starting
December 12, 2005, there are only four morning rush
hour put-ins starting from 238th Street. This schedule is
similar to the November 14, 2004 schedule.

Tech Talk

Branch from Babylon. The 5:00 AM Babylon-Penn Station local will split into two trains. One will leave Babylon
at 5:12 AM, making all stops to Seaford, and then run
express to Jamaica and then on to Penn Station. The
other one will start in Wantagh at 5:18 AM and run local
to Lynbrook, continuing on to Penn Station.
Over on Metro-North, there were 260 M-7s in service
as of December 31, 2005. Cars being delivered are the
first option cars.
Proposals were due on January 27 for the purchase of
locomotives for use on work trains and branch line passenger trains.
The rehabilitation of the yards and shops at CrotonHarmon is a three-phase project. Phase I, the construction of the south yard, was completed in October, 2003.
Phase II, work on the communication facilities, the Material Distribution Center and the Maintenance of Way
Storage Facility, reached beneficial use in December
2005.
Jeff may be contacted via email at jbe456@optonline.net.

(Continued from page 15)

vice from 10:30 PM to 12:30 AM.
Speonk will get a second dual-mode service direct to
Penn Station on weekdays, but it will be really early,
leaving Speonk at 5:06 AM and arriving at Penn Station
at 6:58 AM. This will replace a Babylon scoot that currently leaves Speonk at 5:02 AM.
Other minor changes include a new RonkonkomaFlatbush Avenue weekday train leaving at 7:40 AM, filling the gap currently existing between 7:32 AM and
7:57 AM. The 8:04 AM Huntington-Penn Station will operate 4 minutes later to free up track space for this new
train, which is actually a very big extension of a current
Jamaica-Flatbush Avenue shuttle.
Currently, there is a “holiday eve” Penn StationRonkonkoma train that leaves at 2:46 PM. This train will
now operate every weekday and leave Penn Station at
3:01 PM.
The last of the changes takes place on the Montauk

DEVIATIONS FROM CAR ASSIGNMENTS
By Bill Zucker
On Saturday and Sunday, December 3-4 and December 10-11, 2005, some trains of slant R-40s and R40Ms were used in Q service. A noticeable increase in
R-32s in F service on these occasions was also ob16

served. This apparently was not continued: We did not
observe any R-40s or R-4M/42s on Q the following
weekend (prior to the strike), and the R-32s on F were
reduced to their usual small amount.
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THOUSANDS DELAYED AS POWER FAILURE SHUTS
DOWN NORTHEAST CORRIDOR FROM WASHINGTON,
D.C. TO NEW YORK CITY
Four Commuter Agencies and Amtrak Affected
by Randy Glucksman
A power failure on Amtrak’s busy Northeast
Corridor halted service shortly after 8 AM
May 25, 2006. An investigation later revealed
that it began at 7:55 AM, when two heavyduty breakers at the Jericho substation north
of Washington, D.C. opened, sensed a problem, and stopped powering the overhead
wires. I was lucky, because I was already in
Manhattan, having arrived almost a half an
hour earlier. One of the commuters who normally rides my train told me that he took a
later train that day. PA announcements were
made at Secaucus that there was no service
to New York, and that riders should remain
on the trains and go to Hoboken, the next
stop.
According to The New York Times, two
breakers then activated at a substation in
Sunnyside, New York; however; the system
continued to work. But, at 8:02 AM, three
breakers opened at the Richmond substation
near Philadelphia. A few seconds later another circuit breaker opened at this location
and the whole system began to fail. Because
of this, all electric trains immediately lost
power, and of course, air-conditioning. The
car body lights went off after the batteries
were drained. This was the most extensive
power disruption since the August, 2003
blackout. At press time, the cause of the initial incident had still not been determined.
The table below shows the impact of the
power outage, which covered 225 miles.
1

AGENCY

NUMBER OF
TRAINS
27

NUMBER OF
PASSENGERS
4,205

NJ Transit

15

35,000

SEPTA

23

8,000

MARC

3

5,000

Amtrak

Close to home, two NJ Transit trains were
trapped in the North (Hudson) River Tunnels,
including one that had two pregnant women
aboard. They were on the train for nearly five
hours. Passengers were walked from a train
that was just outside of New York Penn Station into the station.
Amtrak reported that power began to be
restored at 10:30 AM. Diesel engines were
dispatched to move the stuck trains. There
were delays to service west of New Haven,
and there were some reports that MetroNorth New Haven Line trains carried passengers between New York and New Haven.
NJ Transit began operating a limited service on the Northeast Corridor Line at 1 PM.
After 5 PM, service was increased to four
trains per hour on the Northeast Corridor
Line and two trains per hour on the North
Jersey Coast Line. Midtown Direct service
continued to operate to/from Hoboken. Because of the reduced service out of NY Penn,
passengers were directed to use PATH, or
(Continued on page 20)
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ROCKAWAY SERVICE
by Bernard Linder
lowed to transfer to this line. The order of seniority was
listed in groups of three—IND, BMT, and IRT — not
necessarily in that order. In non-rush hours, IND crews
were relieved by Rockaway crews at Euclid Avenue. It
is believed that rush hour IND crews stayed on the train
until it reached the Rockaway terminal. Crew changes
at Euclid Avenue were probably discontinued when the
Chrystie Street Connection opened in 1967.

This line was listed in the Transit Record as the
Rockaway Division until August, 1977. It was designated the Rockaway Line and listed together with the
other IND lines starting with the February, 1978 issue.
Several retired employees informed us that there was
a separate seniority list when the trains started running
in 1956. This list was established primarily for Third
Avenue “L” and Culver Line employees who were no
longer needed. Other employees were apparently al-

FAR ROCKAWAY SERVICE—WEEKDAYS
Date

Through Service

Shuttles to Euclid Avenue

“Round Robin” (Euclid Avenue-Rockaway
Park-Far Rockaway-Euclid Avenue)

E—rush hours

Other times

—

A—except midnights

Midnights

—

January 28, 1957

A—rush hours

Other times

—

September 8, 1958

E—rush hours

Midday, evening

Midnights

July 10, 1967

E—rush hours
A—midday, evening

—

Midnights

January 2, 1973

A—except midnights

—

Midnights

October 26, 1992

A—24 hours

—

—

June 28, 1956
September 17, 1956

FAR ROCKAWAY SERVICE—WEEKENDS
Date

Through Service

Shuttles to Euclid Avenue

“Round Robin” (Euclid Avenue-Rockaway
Park-Far Rockaway-Euclid Avenue)

—

24 hours

—

A—morning, afternoon, evening

Midnights

—

January 27, 1957

—

24 hours

—

September 13, 1958

—

—

24 hours

October 11, 1958

—

Morning, afternoon

Midnight, evening

A—morning, afternoon, evening

—

Midnights

June 30, 1956
September 16, 1956

July 9, 1967
October 25, 1992

A—24 hours
ROCKAWAY PARK SERVICE—WEEKDAYS

Date

Through Service

Shuttles to Euclid Avenue

“Round Robin”

E—rush hours

Other times

—

A—rush hours
Late evening southbound only

Other times

—

January 28, 1957

A—rush hours

Other times

—

September 8, 1958

E—rush hours

Midday, evening

Midnights

June 28, 1956
September 17, 1956

(Continued on page 3)
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Rockaway Service
(Continued from page 2)
Date

Through Service

Shuttles to Broad Channel (A)

“Round Robin”

E—rush hours

Midday (B) (D)
Evenings (E)

Midnights

January 2, 1973

E—rush hours
A—late evening southbound only

Midday, evening

Midnights

August 30, 1976

CC—rush hours

Midday, evening (B)

Midnights

May 26, 1987

C—rush hours

Midday, evening (B)

Midnights

May 16, 1988

C—rush hours

(C)

Midnights

October 26, 1992

A—rush hours

24 hours

—

July 10, 1967

ROCKAWAY PARK SERVICE—WEEKENDS
Date

Through Service

Shuttles to Euclid Avenue

“Round Robin”

—

24 hours

—

A—late evening southbound only

24 hours

—

January 27, 1957

—

24 hours

—

September 13, 1958

—

—

24 hours

October 11, 1958

—

Morning, afternoon

Midnights, evening

Through Service

Shuttles to Broad Channel (A)

“Round Robin”

July 9, 1967

—

Morning, afternoon, evening (B)

Midnights

October 25, 1992

—

24 hours

—

June 30, 1956
September 16, 1956

Date

NOTES:
(A) Passengers were discharged at Broad Channel and trains were operated light to Howard Beach. Trains were probably turned at Broad
Channel after a siding north of the station was placed in service in 1999. Three evening rush hour trains carried passengers to Howard
Beach until May 31, 2005
(B) Every day from December 31, 1972 to May 13, 1988, four late evening A trains from 207th Street ran to Rockaway Park, where they became the midnight “round robins”
(C) Shuttles to Euclid Avenue
(D) From November 1, 1971 to December 28, 1972, the 4:00 PM weekday A train from 207th Street ran to Rockaway Park
(E) Several trains started from Euclid Avenue before rush hours and operated to Euclid Avenue after rush hours and late evenings

— were operated. Weekend shuttles operated from
both terminals to Euclid Avenue until about 9:45 PM.
“Round Robin” service
started three hours later.
Rockaway Park service
was extended from Broad
Channel to Euclid Avenue
from 3 to 9 PM on Saturday and from 8 AM to 9
PM on Sunday in 1968
and 1969. It was also extended to Euclid Avenue
from 9 AM to 9 PM on Saturday and Sunday in 1996.

SUMMER WEEKEND SERVICE
Service must have been increased during warm,
sunny summer weekends.
We do not have a complete record of the seasonal increased service,
but we have detailed information about several
schedules. During 1959,
1960, 1961, and 1962,
longer trains — 6 cars to
Far Rockaway and 8 cars
to Rockaway Park, instead of the usual 4 cars

A Long Island Rail Road train west of Hammels Wye in 1950.
Robert J. Wasche photograph
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Rockaway Service
(Continued from page 3)
WEEKDAY ROCKAWAY LINE HEADWAYS
FAR ROCKAWAY
Date

Midnight

AM Rush
(northbound)

Midday

PM Rush
(southbound)

Evening

June 28, 1956

30

16

16

15

20

September 7, 1956

40

16

16

10

20

January 28, 1957

40

24

24

24

24

July 22, 1957

40

16

24

24

24

October 7, 1957

40

16

24

16

24

September 8, 1958

20

16

24

15

30

June 1, 1960

20

12

20

16

30

July 10, 1967

20

14

16

12

20

November 27, 1967

20

12

20

12

24

May 2, 1977

20

12

20

10

24

November 17, 1986

20

8

20

10

24

May 13, 2002

20

8

15

10

20

ROCKAWAY PARK
June 28, 1956

30

16

16

15

20

September 7, 1956

40

16

16

16

20

January 28, 1957

40

24

24

24

30

September 8, 1958

20

20

24

24

30

July 1, 1960

20

20

20

20

30

July 10, 1967

20

20

16

10

20

November 27, 1967

20

20

20

10

24

November 1, 1971

20

20

20

12

24

January 2, 1973

20

12

20

10

24

November 18, 1985

20

10

20

8

24

December 12, 1988

20

12

20

20

24

October 26, 1992

20

20

20

16

20 (A)

September 9, 2002

20

15

15

15

20 (A)

NOTE:
(A) Additional rush hour service provided by A trains on a 20-minute headway

The LIRR Beach 105th Street station in 1950.
Robert J. Wasche photograph
(Continued on page 5)
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Rockaway Service
(Continued from page 4)
WEEKEND ROCKAWAY LINE HEADWAYS
SATURDAY

SUNDAY

FAR ROCKAWAY
Date

FAR ROCKAWAY

Morning

Afternoon

Evening

Date

Morning

Afternoon

Evening

June 30, 1956

16

16

20

July 1, 1956

24

20

20

February 2, 1957

24

24

30

January 27, 1957

24

20

30

September 13, 1958

20

20

20

September 14, 1958

20

20

20

July 15, 1967

18

16

20

July 9, 1967

24

20

20

November 6, 1971

20

20

24

October 31, 1971

24

24

24

December 17, 1988

20

16

24

November 11, 1973

30

24

24

October 31, 1992

20

18

20

October 25, 1992

30, 24

24, 20

20

September 14, 2002

16

16

20

September 8, 2002

20

20, 16

24

ROCKAWAY PARK

ROCKAWAY PARK

June 30, 1956

16

16

20

July 1, 1956

24

20

20

February 2, 1957

24

24

30

January 27, 1957

24

20

30

September 13, 1958

20

20

20

September 14, 1958

20

20

20

July 15, 1967

18

16

20

July 9, 1967

24

20

20

November 6, 1971

20

20

24

October 31, 1971

24

24

24

October 31, 1992

20

20, 15

20, 24

November 11, 1973

30

24

24

1999

16

16

20, 24

October 25, 1992

20, 24

24, 20

20, 24

1999

20

20

20, 24

The LIRR Jamaica Bay trestle at Hamilton Beach, probably taken in
May, 1950.
Robert J. Wasche photograph

The LIRR Rockaway Park terminal, circa 1950.
Robert J. Wasche photograph

(Continued on page 6)
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Rockaway Service
(Continued from page 5)

Another view of the LIRR Jamaica Bay trestle at Hamilton Beach,
probably taken in May, 1950.
Robert J. Wasche photograph

The LIRR Jamaica Bay trestle at Hamilton Beach from a different
vantage point, also probably taken in May, 1950.
Robert J. Wasche photograph

An LIRR train at Hammels Wye, circa 1950.
Robert J. Wasche photograph

The Hamilton Beach area as seen from the LIRR trestle, probably in
May, 1950.
Robert J. Wasche photograph

After air pressure builds up, the Train Operator should
move the controller to switching or minimum propulsion.
The train must be stopped when the first shoe has
made contact with the third rail or the full length of the
jumper has been reached. The jumper should be removed first from the contact rail and last from the shoe.
A contact rail jumper must not be used on the R-77E
electric locomotive because of the potential high voltage
and arc flash hazards. This locomotive has a battery
propulsion feature which can be used if third rail power
is not available.

Around New York’s Transit System
(Continued from page 20)

slides forward to ensure that the cable ends are not exposed.
This cable must b e used when a train is stalled in a
contact rail gap. Two qualified employees must be present, one to handle each end of the jumper. One employee must apply the spike of the jumper to the contact
shoe of the car in the gap. The other employee must
apply the other end of the jumper to the contact rail last.

6
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Commuter and Transit Notes

sales. As of February, 2006, this segment has been reduced to 32%. Electronic payments have taken their
place. Credit/Debit card sales, which were 14% in 1999,
now account for 64% of ticket revenue. All monthly tickets sold through Mail&Ride and at stations, as well as
select weekly and round-trip tickets, are issued on the
Joint Commuter Rail/MetroCard stock.
Correction: In last month’s column, I included FP-10
413 in the list of FL-9s that were used during April,
which it was not.
MTA Long Island Rail Road
Timetables with the effective date of May 22-July 23
were issued for the Port Jefferson, Oyster Bay, Hempstead, Babylon, and Montauk Branches and Shea Stadium, in advance of the existing editions, which had an
end date of June 4. There is a note on the Shea Stadium timetable that there is now earlier service in both
directions to the stadium. The Ronkonkoma timetable
was reissued for the period June 5-July 23. For all of
the other branches not previously mentioned, the March
6-June 4 editions were extended until July 23. LIRR
explained that the reason for these changes was a revised track program. All branches will receive new timetables on July 24.
As promised, a special timetable folder was issued for
the Belmont Stakes, which were held on Saturday, June
10. The schedule was very similar to what was operated
last year. The normal schedule on days that the track is
open calls for two eastbound and two westbound trips
between Jamaica and Belmont. However, for this event,
there were six trips from Penn Station and 12 trips from
Jamaica. Scheduled return service to Jamaica consisted of four trips between 3:53 PM and 5:17 PM, then
starting at 6:30 PM, until 9 PM, trains departed from
Belmont Park every 15 minutes for Jamaica. A colorcoded queuing system was established at Belmont
Park, and passengers were advised that once they
were inside this area, wait times could range from 15
minutes to 2 hours.
Some final timetable notes: A Montauk Branch timetable was produced which allowed Sperry Rail testing
from May 22-24, and a schedule card was issued for
the special construction schedules that were in effect
during midday hours June 19-23 between Yaphank and
Greenport. Work crews were replacing switches in Medford and Riverhead.
The Cannonball is back! Go figure: After I wrote in the
May Bulletin that the Long Island was no longer referring to its Friday summer afternoon train to Montauk as
The Cannonball, the railroad releases its ”Hamptons
and Montauk” timetable for this year, and this train has

MTA Metro-North Railroad (East)
No time was wasted: as soon as MTA approved the
construction of the Yankee Stadium station, a contract
was awarded to DMJM+Harris (which did the 10% design) to complete the 30% design specifications and
cost estimates. These will be used for the environmental
assessment. It is planned to have this new station in
service in time for the opening of the new Yankee Stadium on Opening Day, 2009.
A contract has been awarded to Brookville Locomotive
for the purchase of up to 25 switching/shuttle 2,000 hp
locomotives. The base order will be for 11 units, 5 of
which will be jointly funded by Metro-North and CDOT,
while the remaining 6 are all CDOT. Metro-North’s current fleet of 21 diesel-electrics have an average age of
42 years, with the latest rebuild having taken place 10
years ago. It is intended for these new units to be used
in shuttle service and switching and seasonal work.
Three options were included, as follows: five for MetroNorth, four without HEP for Staten Island Railway, and
five for Metro-North and CDOT.
As of the end of April, Metro-North’s revenue fleet was
as follows:
CLASS
M-1
M-2
M-3
M-4
M-6
M-7
FL-9, FL-9M, FP-10
P-32 (DM)
P-40
COACH

NUMBER
30
241
140
54
48
316*
11
31
6
211

* Ultimately, there will be 336 M-7s.
Since 1984, there have been significant changes in
ridership, as is shown in the table below:
TYPE
Commutation to Manhattan
Reverse Commutation
Weekday Discretionary
Weekend Discretionary
Intermediate

1984
59.4%
1.3%
24.9%
11.4%
3.0%

by Randy Glucksman

2005
45.5%
3.8%
29.9%
15.2%
5.6%

Other fare collection news: Metro-North began testing
a hand-held Ticket Issuing Machine for the sale of tickets on-board trains on May 10. This test will end in August. The transit agency is also considering the use of
smart cards. Web ticket sales now exceed on-board
sales; however, TVM sales provide the largest share of
ticket sales. In 1999, cash/checks accounted for 86% of

(Continued on page 8)
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either Track 1 or Track 2, instead of Track 5, enabling a
same-platform transfer to New York-bound trains. Finally, a ¼-mile passing siding is being constructed near
White House Station, which will allow for an expansion
of service. At present, the line is single-tracked west of
Raritan. All of these projects were approved by the NJ
Transit Board of Directors at its March meeting, and will
allow what amounts to a 60% increase in weekday service west of Raritan, by eight trains, four in each direction. It breaks down like this: two morning peak-period
departures, two midday roundtrips, and two evening
trains. Contractor E.E. Cruz is expected to complete the
right-of-way improvements at White House by this October, at which time NJ Transit crews will install the track,
switches, and signals. The additional service should be
implemented by mid-2007.
Metropolitan Area
Maybe it is the soaring cost of gasoline, but two
elected officials, one who is already a governor, and
one who would like to become a governor, have made
positive transportation statements. New Jersey Governor Jon Corzine announced his support for the THE
(ARC) Tunnel project at a news conference held on
May 10. He even offered to buy a ticket now. New
York’s Attorney General, Elliot Spitzer, the Democratic
candidate for governor, has already has come out in
support of LIRR’s project to install a third track between
Hicksville and Queens Village (April Bulletin). On May
5, Mr. Spitzer, in a speech to the Regional Plan Association, announced that if elected governor, he would not
support a lower Manhattan rail link to JFK Airport because he did not think that this was a sensible project.
This is a pet project of the present governor, George E.
Pataki. The New York Times reported that he cited the
following as his pet projects: the Second Avenue Subway, LIRR East Side Access to Grand Central Terminal,
and replacement of the Tappan Zee Bridge.
Amtrak
Amtrak’s May power problems continued into June
(please see cover story). Shortly after 4 PM Friday,
June 2, my future son-in-law called from Newark, where
he was waiting for a New York-bound NJ Transit train,
and told me that announcements were made about
power problems. A check of NJ Transit’s website yielded
no information. About ten minutes later a vice-president
in my company, who had just left our office to return to
New Jersey, called the receptionist to report that there
was no service into or out of NY Penn Station. WCBS
Newsradio880 reported the power disruption on its 4:18
PM traffic report. I opted to go to PATH’s 33rd Street station, and there was an NJ Transit employee (with a
hand-held counter) who opened the gate to allow NJ
Transit riders with rail passes to enter the system.
The next day, The New York Times reported that the
power had failed at 3:30 PM in a substation near Philadelphia. As a precaution against having a repeat of the

Commuter and Transit Notes
(Continued from page 7)

returned. It operates as Train #2798 every Friday between May 26 and September 1. The effective dates for
this timetable, which is printed on glossy paper, are May
22-July 23.
From time to time I get to see the Long Island’s diminishing fleet of M-1s, and most of the cars are from the
higher-numbered groups, but on May 30, I saw 90799080. Deliveries of Bombardier-built M-7s, of which
there will be 836, are continuing.
NJ Transit
Because NJ Transit does not keep its diesel-hauled
coaches in solid trains, there have been some unusual
consists. On May 24, a train that I rode was composed
of three Comet I cab cars: 5104-5132-5118. Even if the
transit agency instituted such a policy, there could never
be solid trains of Comet IIs because the all of the cabs
were converted to coaches when they were overhauled.
Trains assigned to Metro-North service, which also see
service on NJ Transit routes, are generally all MetroNorth Comet Vs. Occasionally, an NJ Transit Comet V
cab car will pinch-hit for a missing Metro-North cab car.
This year, NJ Transit announced that it will undertake
a program to renovate the interiors of its oldest cars, the
Comet Is. In addition to a cleaning, and lights and seats
will be replaced. From my first-hand experience, this
seat replacement is very much needed.
During early June, the radio tower that replaced the
clock that formerly stood atop Hoboken Terminal was
dismantled. NJ Transit will build a replica of that foursided clock, and it will be installed a later date. This is
being done in conjunction with a $115 million project to
restore the terminal to its original design, complete with
ferry slips.
There was a special promotion during June for NJ
Transit riders who purchase their monthly passes
through the mail, because they got a free round-trip
ticket with their June passes. The tickets were meant to
be passed on to friends or family in hopes of winning
new riders.
FYI for June, 2006 included an article about improvements that are planned for the Raritan Valley Line. To
start, the article answers a question that RVL riders
have posed regarding train lengths during evening rush
hours at Newark Penn Station. The answer is that due
to space limitations between the switches and signals ,only two trains, one six-car and one seven-car,
can be accommodated on Track 5. To remedy this,
there are two projects in the offing which would move
these switches and signals at the west end of the station by 275 feet. This will enable the staging of two
eight-car trains. This platform would also be extended
by 100 feet. Other upgrades include reconfiguring the
tracks in Hudson Yard, east of Newark, to allow all
morning RVL trains to arrive in Newark Penn Station on

(Continued on page 9)
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Other Transit Systems
Boston, Massachusetts
The final delivery of 400,000 tokens arrived at MBTA’s
money room in Charlestown on May 27. By next year,
the use of tokens will end after a 55-year (noncontinuous) run in Boston, being superseded by the
CharlieCard. A bronze token was introduced in 1923,
embossed with a big “B,” which remained in use until
the mid-1930s. Tokens returned in 1950, but were taken
out of circulation again on July 1, 1969, when the “T”
switched to a 25-cent fare and quarters worked in the
turnstiles. They made an encore in June, 1980, as part
of a fare increase. Two years later, the first tokenvending machine was introduced at the Park Street station. They remain in use.
Later this year MBTA will be looking for help in distributing 250,000 CharlieCards that will replace the tokens.
Ideally it would like 200 dealers, who would be paid a
commission. MBTA was also looking for sponsors, who
had until the end of May to sign up. Sponsorship offers
include four-color corporate logos on half of the back of
the cards, which have a lifespan of three to five years
and will automatically go to 185,000 customers who get
their monthly passes through an employer. Sponsors
can also put their logo on anything connected with the
new fare collection system, including brochures, posters, and subway ads. Thanks to member Todd Glickman for sending these reports from The Boston Globe.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
A builder’s sketch of the Silverliner V was sent by one
of our members, but because of copyright issues it cannot be reproduced in the Bulletin at this time. I sent it
out to a number of friends and members and the comments were not flattering, to say the least. One writer
described it as “a look that only a mother could love,”
while another questioned the lack of two double-width
doors. In a nutshell, the door arrangement is strange. A
side view shows that the “A” end has a single-width
door capable of low- and high-level platform loading. On
the “B” end are two doors — although they are adjacent
to each other, they are separate. The door closer to the
end of the car is the same as the one on the “A” end.
No matter what, this is what SEPTA specified and on
what Rotem, the car builder, has based its design.
From Cinders: Work continues on the $145 million
upgrade of the Philadelphia-Harrisburg Corridor. In Amtrak’s spring timetable several trains are operating with
reduced running times – as much as ten minutes. This
is due to 110 mph track speeds in effect in some areas,
vs. the previous 70-90 mph. Upon completion of the
project, the goal is to offer 90-minute trip times over the
104 mile route using trains composed of AEM-7s and
cab cars on the other end.
In addition to the new timetables that were issued for
Regional Rail Lines R1 and R3 (both ends), a schedule
was issued for the R5/Lansdale-Doylestown Line be-
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incident where trains were trapped in the North River
Tunnels, a decision was made to keep trains out of
those tunnels. Service resumed at 4:16 PM, when full
power was restored, but there were train delays. Some
trains on the Bergen/Main and Pascack Valley Lines
were held for a few minutes at Secaucus for their latearriving connecting trains.
Six days later, a letter from Acting Amtrak President
David J. Hughes to NJ Transit Executive Director
George Warrington, dated June 7, was made public. In
this letter, Amtrak promised to station a rescue locomotive near the entrance to the North River Tunnels, which
was equipped with a special coupler adapter for the Arrow IIIs. On Friday, June 9, as my train was exiting the
tunnel, I did not see this locomotive.
Museums
History was made at the Shore Line (Branford) Trolley
Museum on April 29, Members’ Day. For the first time in
over 25 years, BMT “L” cars 1227 and 1349 ran together. The Tripper also reported that a second subway train, composed of IRT 5466 and IND 1689, was
operated, and, completing the subway types, “Redbird”
6688 was also used. For those who preferred to ride in
trolley cars, they had the following at their disposal:
Johnstown 357, TARS 629, Connecticut Company
1602, Union Railway 316, and Montreal 2001. The
weather was neither too hot nor too cool, and the clear
skies and abundant sunshine, I’m sure, made for a day
of lots of good photos.
Member Bob Underwood sent a news clipping from
The New Haven Register reporting that an arson fire
occurred on two of three railroad cars that were owned
by the New England Railroad Museum. These cars
were stored on property near the Old Saybrook station.
Fire officials reported that 50 firefighters responded, and
that one car was completely gutted. Bob wrote that this
car had been a WW II troop sleeper that was slated to
be rebuilt, and the other car was filled with historical
items, all of which were lost. There were news reports
that residents were not happy about the presence of
these cars at this site.
Miscellaneous
From Metro Magazine (June, 2006), here are the top
ten largest rail fleets in the United States:
AGENCY
NYCT
Amtrak
Metro-North
CTA
LIRR
MBTA
WMATA
NJ Transit
SEPTA
STCUM-Montreal

CARS
6,687
1,795
1,326
1,190
1,112
1,023
950
910
879
759

(Continued on page 10)
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cause of midday bus substitution. A note on the cover
explains that SEPTA is doing an ongoing maintenance
program that includes brush cutting and track and grade
crossing improvements. This schedule went into effect
on April 17, and is to end this August. Thanks to member Gregory Campolo for sending copies.
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
CAF, which has delivered all 28 new LRVs for PAT
and overhauled 17 of 40 Siemens LRVs, has received
another contract to overhaul the last 15 LRVs, which
were built between 1984 and 1986. The original contract was awarded in 2000. By the end of 2007, PAT’s
entire fleet of 73 vehicles will be new or recently overhauled. Thanks to Progressive Railroading for this
report.
Washington, D.C. area
It is said that Memorial Day is the unofficial start of
summer, and coincidentally, the metropolitan area saw
summertime temperatures in the 80s and 90s. On June
1, Virginia Railway Express notified its passengers that
heat restrictions were in effect. The agency wrote:
“Once again, temperatures are predicted to be nearly
90 degrees and CSX has implemented heat restrictions.
When this occurs, all trains operating on CSX tracks are
required to operate 20 miles per hour under the normal
maximum authorized speed, but not less than 40 miles
per hour. Delays on the Fredericksburg line can range
from 10-15 minutes. Since this is a cumulative delay,
those detraining before Quantico may see more minimal delays. Since Manassas Line trains only operate on
CSX track until just south of Alexandria, they may experience minimal delays. The good news is that the
weather is expected to be much cooler tomorrow, only
in the high 70s. Hopefully, we will be able to run without
speed restrictions for the start of your weekend tomorrow.” There were no restrictions the following day. VRE
also apologized to passengers because of hot (no air
conditioning) cars, something that was occurring mostly
in the Gallery cars. Mechanical crews were addressing
these problems as soon as they were notified.
Bob Hansen sent a report from The Chicago Tribune
which answered questions the readers sent in. One
writer asked” How commonly do ‘L’ cars fall off the elevated structure?” The following answer was given: No
“L” car has fallen off the elevated tracks in about 29
years. The last time was on February 4, 1977, when a
train fell off near the curve at Lake Street and Wabash
Avenue. Before that, there were only two other incidents
in CTA history, one in 1960 and another in 1966.
Albuquerque, New Mexico
Weekly Rail Review reported that the start-up of New
Mexico Rail Runner commuter rail service, the nation’s
newest commuter rail service, would begin on July 14.
The route will be between Belen and Sandoval. The
10

draft schedule calls for nine northbound (Belen/
Sandoval) and seven southbound trips, although not all
runs will do the entire route. For the first three months
of service, rides will be free, and then until the end of
this year, the cost will be $2 per ride. After January 1,
2007, the permanent fare structure will be implemented.
There are to be four zones. Fares are: one-way rides
$2, day passes $4, 10-day (trip) pass $38, monthly
unlimited $64, and annual pass $704. The discounted
rate for seniors (65+), disabled, and children (3-17) is
exactly half of the regular fares. Herzog Transit Services, operators of Altamont Commuter Express, TriRail, and Trinity Railway Express, to name just a few,
will also operate this service.
San Francisco, California
On April 24, Breda 1461 operated as the first test car
on SF Muni’s Third Street Line. Member Phil Hom forwarded the email that he received from former Muni
Operator and San Francisco rail historian Peter Ehrlich.
Peter wrote that the car did a low-speed run from 4th/
King out to Third/18th Streets. Work motor C-1 accompanied it in case of problems. He also sent several digital images. The test was not without incident. “As C-1
and 1461 were about to cross over at the 4th Street
shunt, an Embarcadero-bound train left the station. No
one had bothered to hold the train! A supervisor had to
clamber aboard and reverse run back to the platform. I
am sure the commuters were not amused. At Channel
and Third Street, the outbound overhead wire proved to
be just a little too high, and the Breda lost power. C-1
had to be brought in to use as a rescue car (which was
the purpose of its presence). After turning onto Third
Street, there were no further wire problems, but a lot of
close clearances with signage and platforms made a lot
of the people uncomfortable. But hey, this is what testing is all about, to identify problems before the line
opens!” Testing is scheduled to continue through this
month, and training will begin next month. The line
could open at the end of December.
Just in case you did not know much about this project,
here are the details:
• Phase 1 will extend Muni Metro light rail service
south from its current terminal at Fourth and King
Streets. The line will cross the Fourth Street
Bridge and run along Third Street and Bayshore
Boulevard, ending at the Bayshore CalTrain station in Visitacion Valley. Tracks are being constructed primarily in the center of the street and
there will be 19 stops. It is this phase of the light
rail project that is expected to open for service
later this year
• Phase 2 extends light rail service north from King
Street along Third Street, entering a new Central
Subway near Bryant Street, crossing beneath
Market Street, and running under Geary and
Stockton Streets to Stockton and Clay Streets.
(Continued on page 11)
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There will be four underground subway stations at
Moscone Center, Market Street, Union Square,
and Clay Street in Chinatown. Muni and the City
are actively pursuing funding for the Central Subway
• A new Metro East Operating and Maintenance
Facility for LRVs will be built on approximately 13
acres at 25th and Illinois Streets
The National Park Service, Muni, and the Presidio
Trust commissioned a feasibility study on the project to
extend the F/Market Street Line to Ft. Mason in 2004.
That study determined that the extension would be possible, and came up with several route alternatives, most
of which put the tracks through an abandoned 1914 rail
tunnel, which is about 1,500 feet long and only wide
enough for a single track. Also involved are the Golden
Gate National Recreation Area, the San Francisco Maritime National Historic Park, and the Federal Transit Administration. A meeting was held in early May, and a
final report is due out in about 18 months, at which time
funding will be sought. The proposed extension would
add about a mile of track, and would put the end of the
line at the Fort Mason Center. Thanks again to Phil
Hom for this report from The San Francisco Examiner.
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
Effective April 24, Rio de Janeiro became the third
major subway operator to establish “Women-Only” cars
on its trains. In all cases this has been done to protect
women from groping and other sexual harassment.
These separate cars will only see use during rush
hours. Tokyo’s Saikyo Line (since August 4, 2005 for the
AM hours, and July, 2002 for the PM hours) and Mexico
City (prior to 2003) are the other cities with such cars.
Closer to home, for about two months in 1908, the H&M
Tubes (predecessor of today’s PATH) experimented
with this idea.
Prague, Czech Republic – Nuremberg, Germany – Vienna, Austria – Budapest, Hungary
In May, my wife and I took a river boat cruise on the
Danube and ultimately visited what I would call three
“classic” cities in Central Europe. This trip had been our
to-do list for a very long time. A number of things fell
into place this time, including our ability to use airline
mileage for the flights. In each of the cities where we
stopped, there were city tours by local guides who
spoke English fluently. All of the cities that appear in the
title of this section have metros and street cars, and of
course we visited many interesting historic sights.
We flew from JFK via NW/KLM to Amsterdam’s Schiphol Airport, to connect with a flight to Prague. Upon
arrival we were met by a representative of the tour company and boarded a coach for the ride into the city.
Along the way we passed several trolley lines, all of

which were equipped with Tatra cars. The “official” tour
began the following day, so after checking into the hotel
which was near the Náměstí Republicky station of Metro
Line B, we used the first afternoon to get acquainted
with the city. We visited the Old Town (Staré Město) and
the historic Prague (Jewish) Ghetto, which has seven
synagogues and other well preserved buildings, some
of which date to the 13th Century.
After a good night’s sleep, the next morning the group
gathered promptly and we boarded our buses for a city
tour. Something that we found very interesting is that
our guides in Prague and later in Budapest would mention how much life had changed for the better since the
fall of the Iron Curtain in 1989. The Czech Republic and
Hungary were under Fascist, then Communist, occupation for more than half of the 20th Century. Classical music is a tradition in Europe and our guides told us about
some of their famous composers; Antonin Dvorak and
Bedrich Smetana in the Czech Republic. In Vienna, we
would hear about Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart and Johann Strauss, Jr. and Sr. This year is the 250th anniversary of Mozart’s birth and celebrations are being held
around the world. A concert in Vienna that we attended
featured familiar pieces by both of these composers.
The State Opera in Prague presented The Barber of
Seville, and we bought tickets in a box overlooking the
stage. In Budapest, we were fortunate to be able to purchase tickets on the podium (stage) to see pianist Andras Schiff perform three Beethoven piano sonatas. For
our money (5,000 ft – less than $25 US), our seats,
which were less than 15 feet from Mr. Schiff, were the
best seats in the house!
Our third day in Prague was open, and since some of
the sights we would visit were not near each other, we
purchased two 24-hour tickets. Each one cost 80 Czech
crowns ($3.60), and were good on all local transit. As
soon as we arrived on the subway platform, we were
immediately greeted by a plainclothes ticket inspector
who had a badge in his hand for identification. Naturally
we had our tickets. My wife accompanied me to the
Transport Museum, which is about a 10-minute trolley
ride from the Hradčanská station (Line A). The admission price was 25 Czech crowns ($1.13). This museum
has a very complete collection of streetcars that operated in that city, plus a few historic trolley buses and
buses. Included in the streetcar collection are Tatra
Models T1 (1951), T2 (1955), and T3 (1962). The museum is adjacent to an active trolley depot.
We took a trolley to our next stop, Petřín Park, which
has a 1:5 scale model of the Eiffel Tower. To reach it
there is a funicular, with one intermediate station. The
“real” Eiffel Tower is 300 meters high, and this one is 60
meters. Our day tickets were honored for the ride. On
weekends, trolley line #91 operates vintage cars, and
we did see several in operation. Later, in Wenceslas
Square, we found a pair of old trolleys, 1429 and 2077,
(Continued on page 12)
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which are being used as a café/restaurant.
We then returned to the other side of the Vltava
(Moldau) River on the #22 trolley, where my wife went
to shop and visit the Mucha Art Museum, and I set out
to ride as much of the three-line (A, B and C) metro in
the time that I had. The majority of the service is provided by the standard Soviet-styled car that is prevalent
in Russia and the former Eastern Bloc countries, although with modernized front ends. New trainsets,
which I observed on Line C, are being delivered by
CKD, Adtranz, Siemens, and Malev. Prague’s first Metro
Line (C) opened on May 9, 1974, and expansions have
taken place through June, 2004. At the end of each station there is a clock that indicates how many minutes
and seconds it has been since the previous train has
departed. New lines are planned and under construction. The original stations are deep, and accessible by
some very long escalators, all of which were working.
Stations are center-island, with wide platforms. There
are three stations where two lines intersect with each
other: Můstek (A and B), Muzeum (A and C), and Florenc (B and C). Thus, all line connection combinations
are possible. At the end of my ride, I had visited 4 of the
6 terminals; ridden Line A in its entirety; and was only
missing 5 stations on Line B and 10 on Line C. From my
observations, there were three different types of cars,
besides the aforementioned Soviet-styled cars; some
slightly more modern ones that were built by a consortium of Skoda, Pelikan, Dioss, et al. and the newest,
CKD, Adtranz and Siemens. The third rail is underrunning, comparable to what you will see on MetroNorth.
Prague’s all-Tatra fleet is made up of several different
types, and most lines operate their cars in two-car sets.
They had interior signs which display the next 8 stops
and appear to be similar to what MTA New York City
Transit will have on the R-160 subway cars.
Our next stop, via an approximate 3½-hour bus ride,
was Nuremburg, Germany. As we had given our passports to the cruise ship personnel upon boarding, crossing the border was seamless because the Czech Republic is also a member of the European Community.
We were delivered to our cruise ship, where we had
lunch and a chance to unpack before boarding buses
for a city tour. It began with what our guide referred to
as Nuremburg’s “dark period,” and a stop was made at
the stadium from which Adolph Hitler made many of his
speeches. The guide had a collection of large-sized
photos, which he shared with the group, that depicted
the events of that time. Later, we would pass the court
house in which the Nuremburg Trials were held. While
touring, it was brought to our attention that on this day,
May 7, the city was celebrating the 125th anniversary of
public transport. In fact, we did see several “old timers,”
12

trolleys and buses, operating. Unfortunately, none of our
planned stops coincided with places that these vehicles
were operating. The next morning we returned to the
city center and were given a few hours to shop. For me
it was an opportunity to take some streetcar photos and
I found two different series of articulated cars, 1000s
and 1100s. There was no time to explore the metro.
At noon, we re-boarded the buses and were transported to the ship, which had moved several km. west
through the Main-Danube Canal, that would ultimately
bring us to the Danube River. This canal was completed
in 1992, is 106 miles long and includes 16 locks that
rise to a height of 1,330 feet, making it the highest commercial waterway in Europe. At the end of this “voyage”
we had traveled up and then down through 26 different
locks, and also crossed Europe’s continental divide. In
the following days, our boat would call at Regensburg
and Passau in Germany, and Melk, Austria. All of the
aforementioned cities have modern bus systems, but no
streetcars.
Our late afternoon arrival in Vienna coincided with dinner time, so afterwards we took in the previously mentioned concert. The next morning, after boarding our
tour buses, we proceeded into Vienna to visit the major
sights. At the end of the tour, we walked to the Hotel
Sacher to fulfill another long-time goal – a piece of Sacher Torte from the establishment that created this famous dessert. It was delicious! Later we purchased four
one-way tickets, and used two for a ride on the #1 trolley around the Ringstrasse. This line operates clockwise. There is also the #2 Line, which operates counterclockwise. Along the route, other lines merge in and out.
At one point we got off the modern 600-series car to
ride one of the older Düwag cars. Before we knew it, it
was time to return to the boat and we used the remaining tickets for a one-stop ride on Line U3 from Stubentor
to Stephansplatz where we transferred to Line U1, three
stops to Vargartenstrasse – our (too short) 23½-hour
stay in Vienna being over.
We departed on time and later, while having dinner,
were informed that we were passing the city of Bratislava, the capital of Slovakia. Like many cities, including
New York, the nighttime illumination of its buildings was
very impressive. The next day, at mid-morning, we arrived in Budapest, docking on the Buda side. A shuttle
boat was provided to take us over to the Pest side for
an approximate one-hour visit. This afforded us some
time to get acquainted with the part of the city, where
our hotel for the next two nights was located. Trolley
Lines 2 and 2A ran behind it, and the terminal for Metro
Line M1, Vorosmarty ter, was only a short distance
away. The original name for this, their original subway
line, is Foldalatti, and it was the first underground line
on the European mainland. After lunch our tour buses
were waiting for us and we crossed over the Duna
(Danube) River to the Buda side to visit the many of the
(Continued on page 13)
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historic sights, and then returned to the Pest side to visit
the Budávari Palota (Budapest Castle).
We disembarked the next morning and took a taxi to
the Pest side and, after checking in to our hotel, filled in
some of the sights that our tour the previous day did not
cover. Following breakfast the next day, I began my
subway exploration with a ride Line M1. Its 1896 opening pre-dates New York City’s IRT by eight years. According to www.UrbanRail.net, for its centennial, all stations were restored, and they looked magnificent. ERA
member Walter Zullig told me that before the IRT subway was built, its engineers visited Budapest to get
some ideas. The cars, in three-car trainsets (A-B-A), are
very small, each having just 18 seats, and are selfcontained, which means no walking between cars. The
cars that I saw were numbered between 21 and 42. It
was a quick ride. There were only 10 additional stations
to the northern terminal, Mexikói Út, but because it was
rush hour, the train was crowded. This station was
opened in 1973.
Upon arrival at street level, I found a trolley terminal
right outside that was served by two lines, #3 and #69.
A subway storage yard was nearby. The operator of one
Line #3 car I spoke with, in addition to letting me know
that he had twice visited New York, gave me directions
to the Transport Museum. He told me that the cars that
were running on these lines were ex-Hanover. Seventysix were purchased a few years ago, and were renumbered 1501-1576. For unexplained reasons, the
former numbers were retained on several interior
places: 1515 and 1560 are ex-6080 and 6020. About
two blocks away, I found a trolleybus terminal with 700series Ikarus Model 412T/Kiepe-O-Bus and a 900series Soviet-built unit, similar to what I had seen operating in St. Petersburg. On the street where the museum was located, 200-series Ikarus articulateds were
in operation. My timing was off, because it was 9:30 AM
when I got there, and the museum opened at 10 AM. I
decided to forgo the museum, and quickly returned to
the Metro, riding to Deák Ferenc tér station, the only
station where all three lines intersect.
Soviet-built cars operate on Lines M2 and M3, and
many have been overhauled. Interestingly, some have
modern front ends, but one overhauled car on which I
rode retained the original front. The eastern ends of
these lines operate outside of the subway. I managed to
ride completely Lines M1 and M2, missing only 9 stations on the northern end of M3. Here again, I found the
www.urbanrail.net website a tremendous resource. Several extensions are in the planning stages, including
new lines M4 and M5.
Member Joe McMahon sent me a link to a Budapest
news and gossip web site which reported that Prague’s
transit agency would take delivery of 40 Siemens Com13

bino trams beginning this summer. I did not see any of
them, but did ride their Ganz and Tatra cars.
Several passengers we met aboard the ship recommended that we visit Szentendre, which is about 16
miles north of Budapest. Szentendre is noted for its
crafts, and is accessible via commuter train. Our all-day
tickets entitled us to a slight discount on the cost of the
tickets. The 40-minute ride was aboard a six-car EMU
comprised of 3 two-car units, which had been manufactured in what was, at the time, East Germany. In the
yard at Szentendre, there was a small collection of preserved streetcars and an older series EMU.
In our hotel we picked up a copy of The Budapest
Times, which reported that the hi-tech fare (electronic
chip) collection system that was supposed to be operational on Metro Line 1 in March was still was not working. It is likely to be delayed until the end of next year. In
the meantime, 400 ticket inspectors are working to enforce the honor system. Unlike New York and other cities, Budapest sells a variety of tickets: Single, Single
with transfer, Metro short trip (3 stops), Metro section
transfer ticket (1 transfer and 5 stops), and Metro-only
transfer. Then there are also 10 rides, and 20 rides, and
1-, 3-, and 5-days, as well as 14-day and one-month
Travelcards. At each transfer point in the metro, there
are ticket validating machines. Rather than worry about
all of that, purchasing a day pass avoided that hassle.
BKVrt, the operators of the city’s mass transit system,
reported that around 8-10% of passengers are fare
evaders, and this costs the system about 5 billion Florints ($24.5 million US) annually. My ticket was checked
one time.
Upon our return, as we reflected on this trip, my wife
and I agreed that this was truly one of the best vacations that we had taken, and is well recommended to
anyone who has not yet visited, or would like to revisit
these cities. One final comment: in all of the cities that I
visited, not once did anyone ask me why I was taking rail photos! Contrast this to what has been taking
place in many parts of the USA.
Tokyo, Japan
East Japan Railways, the country’s largest rail company, will begin testing of a specially equipped train with
fuel cells next month. Called the “NE Train,” or New Energy Train, it will use pollution-free fuel cells which generate electricity through a chemical reaction between
hydrogen and oxygen. Water vapor is produced as exhaust. The goal is to operate the train in regular service
next year.
From the History Files
150 Years Ago: On July 21, 1856, the Illinois Central
Railroad established the first suburban train service in
any city west of the East Coast of the United States.
Headlights (October, 1956) reported that the train, The
Hyde Park Special, began running regularly between
Chicago and the Village of Hyde Park, six miles south of
(Continued on page 18)
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TECH TALK
by Jeffrey Erlitz
M A. Angeliades continues to perform station rehabilitation work on the 14th Street-Canarsie L Line under
contract A-35950. The northbound platform at Livonia
Avenue station is closed from June 10 to July 21.
Likewise, Judlau Construction continues repairing the
thru spans and performing other structural rehabilitation
work on the White Plains Road 25 Line under contract C-34574. Trains are bypassing the 219th Street
station in both directions from June 5 until September
18 to permit demolition and rebuilding of the mezzanine.
Over the weekend of June 10-11, Welsbach Electric
and Union Switch & Signal placed the signals and
switches in service for the new Corona Yard inspection
shop and storage tracks. There are five tracks in the
inspection shop and three additional storage tracks on
the south side of the building. The new shop and storage tracks are controlled from a new Relay Room B,
which has a Maintainer’s control panel by Mauell. This
new relay room, in turn, is controlled by code from the
existing Corona Yard Tower interlocking machine, which
has been modified accordingly.
Also on the Flushing 7 Line, the new Hunters Point
Avenue interlocking is about to be placed in service.
This is the first of the overall Flushing Line Interlockings-Phase II project to be nearing completion. This
contract, S-32718, uses the same signal equipment as
has been installed recently on the Concourse Line
(contract S-32308-R) except for the switch machines.
Signals are Safetran Systems Type RT, the switch machines are Union Switch & Signal Style M-3, and the
train stops are Twinco Manufacturing Model PS-1. The
switch machines and train stops are, as is usual for
many years now, all electric.
Though not noticed by the casual observer, the construction of the structural box for the new South Ferry
terminal station is really moving ahead. Actually, if you
look out the front window of a southbound 1 train from
Rector Street to South Ferry, you may now observe
some of the construction site. The west wall and a decent amount of the roof of the existing subway structure
have been removed where the future connection will be
made to the new subway alignment. Most of the alignment has now been excavated (through bedrock, no
less) and there are even some portions of structural
invert installed.
Over on the Long Island Rail Road, M-7s continue to
arrive. Car 7679, the first from the option order, was
delivered by June 9. As of June 10, the railroad’s multiple-unit fleet was as follows:

CLASS
M-1
M-3

NUMBER
162
172

M-7

666

If you have not already done so, I suggest you get
your M-1 photographs sooner rather than later.
Beneficial use was achieved back in April on the Jamaica Station rehabilitation project. This was a huge
project ($222 million) that included new platforms, canopies, platform-level waiting rooms, information booths,
public address system, signage, lighting, stairs, elevators, escalators, portal mezzanine, west pedestrian
overpass, Jamaica Central Control Building, and an
Intermodal Transportation Center linking the railroad to
the JFK AirTrain and Archer Avenue EJZ subway
lines.
The rehabilitation of the Garden City station reached
beneficial use on April 29. This $1.4 million project included new interior finishes, restrooms, windows, doors,
heating/air conditioning, lighting, roof ,and painting of
the exterior.
Also reaching beneficial use in April was the Fare Collection Program, which included design, procurement,
and installation of five full-service ticket vending machines and 77 Express TVMs.
On Metro-North, a construction contract was awarded
in April and a groundbreaking ceremony was held May
4 for parking and pedestrian access improvements at
the Brewster station.
Bids were received on May 9 for parking and access
improvements at the Irvington and Greystone stations.
The existing parking facility at Irvington will be rehabilitated and expanded and Greystone will get improved
access with a new bus turn around and Kiss & Ride
dropoff area.
Overpass improvement work continues at Hastings,
Dobbs Ferry, Ardsley, and Irvington on the Hudson Line.
Installation of new stairways on the outbound platforms at the Tremont and Melrose stations has been
completed. Roofs over these stairways were installed in
May. Also installed in May was the overpass roof at the
Crestwood station. The canopy roof at the Fordham
station was completed in May. These were all part of the
Lower Harlem Station Improvement project.
Work on the Upper Harlem Station Rehabilitation
Phase II project is continuing at White Plains, North
White Plains, Chappaqua, Mount Kisco, Bedford Hills,
Katonah, and Goldens Bridge stations.
As of April 30, 314 M-7 cars were in service.
Best and final offer proposals were received on April
(Continued on page 15)
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BMT-IND CAR ASSIGNMENT
CARS REQUIRED MAY 28, 2006
LINE

AM RUSH

PM RUSH

LINE

AM RUSH

PM RUSH

A

10 R-32, 110 R-38, 208
R-44

10 R-32, 110 R-38, 208
R-44

M

136 R-42

136 R-42

B

160 R-40, 90 R-40M

150 R-40, 80 R-40M

N

50 R-40, 10 R-42, 104 R-68,
32 R-68A

30 R-40, 10 R-42, 104 R-68,
32 R-68A

C

96 R-32, 48 R-38

88 R-32, 48 R-38

Q

8 R-68, 136 R-68A

8 R-68, 136 R-68A

D

240 R-68

224 R-68

R

232 R-46

240 R-46

E

260 R-32

260 R-32

V

120 R-46

120 R-46

F

100 R-32, 280 R-46

100 R-32, 256 R-46

W

40 R-32, 50 R-40

40 R-32, 60 R-40

G

40 R-46

36 R-46

J/Z

152 R-42

152 R-42

24R-42, 152 R-143

24 R-42, 152 R-143

L

S (Rockaway) 12 R-44
S (Franklin
Avenue)

12 R-44

4 R-68

4 R-68

IRT CAR ASSIGNMENT
CARS REQUIRED MAY 28, 2006
LINE

AM RUSH

PM RUSH

LINE

AM RUSH

PM RUSH

1

330 R-62A

310 R-62A

5

330 R-142

330 R-142

2

330 R-142

320 R-142

6

400 R-142A

400 R-142A

3

240 R-62, 10 R-62A

230 R-62, 10 R-62A

7

352 R-62A

341 R-62A

4

240 R-142, 110 R-142A

240 R-142, 110 R-142A

S

10 R-62A

10 R-62A

line, all equipment for this line has to be lowered
through an open shaft down to track level. Below are
some images I took of this new subway line.

Tech Talk
(Continued from page 14)

10 for the purchase of locomotives for use on work
trains and branch line passenger trains, with award
scheduled for May.
Proposals have been received for the procurement of
M,8 passenger cars.
Leaving our home territory for something completely
different, I recently got back from the ERA trip to Poland. I spent a few days in Berlin, Germany beforehand
and was lucky to join some fellow ERA members on a
guided tour of the new U55 U-Bahn route. This short,
three-station subway line will eventually connect with
the existing U5 line, but when it opens to the public this
December it will shuttle passengers from the new Berlin
Hauptbahnhof (main railway station) to Unter den Linden, where it will connect with another suburban railway
(S-Bahn) line. There is one station, Bundestag, in the
middle. Initially, it will operate as a single-track shuttle. It
looked like all of the track work and most of the signal
work for this operation has been completed. Most of the
work we saw going on seemed to be station finish related. Since there is no connection to another subway
15

Bundestag station looking north with soon-to-be-active track on the
right.

(Continued on page 16)

NEW
YORK
DIVISION
BULLETIN
OCTOBER,
2000
NEW
YORK
DIVISION
BULLETIN
- JULY, 2006
Tech Talk
(Continued from page 15)

Similar view to the previous page, but showing the vacant track
space for the future southbound track behind a fence on the left
edge of the platform.

South of Hauptbahnhof station, looking south at provision for
future crossover switch.

We also toured the new main railway station one
week before it was opened to the public and regular
service began. This station is now billed as the largest
in all of Europe, at least in terms of cubic space. There
are a total of five levels. The top level is the old eastwest S-Bahn, formerly known as Lehrter Stadtbahnhof.
This level, which used to be four tracks with one platform for the S-Bahn, now also serves regional and long
distance services and consists of three platforms and
six tracks, all under a huge, glass train shed. Below this
level is the upper mezzanine with many stores and
shops. The middle level is at street level and has access on both the north and south sides of the station.
Currently, there are only bus routes here, including an
Hauptbahnhof station looking south. The mezzanine for this station
is adjacent to the lower mezzanine of the new Berlin Hauptbahnhof
railway station that is to the right in this view.

The line passes under the Spree River. and this is one of the two sets Temporary inspection area north of Hauptbahnhof station. The single
of floodgates that could be lowered should there be a tunnel breach.
track is temporarily centered in the subway structure.
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(Continued from page 16)

Deutsche Bahn 485 156 is shown eastbound on the upper level of
Berlin Hauptbahnhof in S9 service to Schönefeld Airport. These 485class EMUs are now the oldest type running in regular service in
Berlin and were the last cars purchased by the former East German
Deutsche Reichsbahn. This platform is on the north side of the station and is only served by S-Bahn services. These two tracks are
equipped with third rail while all of the other tracks in the station
have overhead catenary. The platforms and tracks to the left in this
image are served by regional and long distance services.

Access shaft for the delivery of all equipment, including the subway
cars. This is just long enough for one subway car without its couplers. All of the material for the construction of the second track has
already been delivered and stacked up on the right of way of the
future track.

View of the train shed looking west. The S-Bahn platform is to the
right with its third rail-equipped tracks. The train shed does not completely cover the long distance and regional train platforms, apparently as a cost-saving measure. It does, however, cover the shorter SBahn platform. I believe S-Bahn trains are currently limited to eight
cars.

express route to Tegel Airport, but one or more tramlines are to be extended here in the future. The fourth
level down is the lower mezzanine, which is, as I mentioned above, adjacent to the new U55 U-Bahn line.
This level is also lined with many shops. The lowest
level is the other part of the station and contains eight
tracks and four platforms. This is a completely new railway alignment and is currently served only by regional
and long distance services. More information on this
absolutely beautiful station can be had by pointing your
browser, assuming you have a computer with Internet
access,
to
h t t p : / / w w w. h b f - b e r l i n . d e / s i t e /
berlin__hauptbahnhof/en/start.html. And yes, this site is
in English.

View east from S-Bahn platform to long distance and regional
train platforms.
(Continued on page 18)
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Tech Talk
(Continued from page 17)

View down the lower mezzanine. Liquid crystal arrival and departure signs can be seen on the right side.

We are looking down from the upper level platform through an
atrium all the way to the lowest level. There are several atria in the
station, which enables daylight to penetrate all the way down to the
lowest level. In this view, the upper level mezzanine is just visible at
the very top of the frame, the street level is at the right with the
person walking, the lower mezzanine is in the center and one of the
platforms with its two tracks can be seen at the bottom to the left
and right of center.

View north from the lower mezzanine of the lower level platforms.
The station is visually stunning with state-of-the-art lighting, signage
and accessibility. One elevator, and there are several of them, takes
you between all five levels.
This massive project, which apparently made the news in all of
Germany when it opened on May 28, even required the temporary
diversion of the Spree River during construction.

Jeff may be contacted via email at jbe456@optonlinenet.
This is one of the glass-enclosed elevators that travel between all
five levels.

Commuter and Transit Notes
(Continued from page 13)

the city. This type of service expanded following the
Chicago Fire of 1871, when demand for housing outside
of Chicago was stimulated. Today, Metra Electric plus
several CTA bus routes serve Hyde Park.
50 Years Ago: On July 1, 1956, the Rochester Subway closed as the last fully loaded trolley departed at
12:30 AM from General Motors (Rochester Products
18

Plant) for Rowland. In reading the Headlights from the
early 1950s, there were frequent, sometimes monthly
reports by member Lloyd E. Klos about its imminent
demise. In recent years the subway, which was once
part of the Erie Canal has been in the news by those
who see it as a centerpiece of a new light rail system,
and by others who advocate filling it in because of the
maintenance expenses.
News items and comments concerning this column may be
emailed to NYDnewseditor@aol.com.
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NOSTALGIA CORNER
On August 24, it will be five years since the last PCC
cars ran in the Newark City Subway. We thought we
would get a jump on the anniversary by displaying

some Bernard Linder photographs of PCCs in the “good
old days” (July 10, 1958 except where noted) in this
issue.

Orange Street station.

Another scene at the Orange Street station.

Park Avenue station.

Franklin Avenue station.

Looking north from Bloomfield Avenue station, September 19, 1959.

Davenport Avenue station, looking north, September 19, 1959.
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Around New York’s Transit System
R-160 Test Train
The R-160 test train arrived on the transit system recently. It was observed in the Church Avenue IND middle, probably for testing of the Communication-Based
Train Control (CBTC) between Church Avenue and Seventh Avenue. There are rumors that it will be tested on
the Rockaway Line south of Howard Beach and on the
Manhattan Bridge during the midnight hours. When the
train passes the scheduled tests, it will be tested in service until it can operate for 30 consecutive days without
difficulty, after which it will enter revenue service and the
rest of the order will be approved for delivery.
Work Train Operation at Wheel Detectors
Undercarriages of specialized miscellaneous equipment and work trains contain apparatus, including
wheels, that are made of steel. When these metal objects pass over a wheel detector, they are recorded as
wheels. This interferes with the system’s ability to time
the train and triggers a failure of the system.
If possible, the above-mentioned metal objects must
be retracted or the work equipment should be routed
over straight routes. If this procedure is not possible,

these trains may be given permission to proceed to the
signal or wheel detector sign near the switch. When
they stop there, the wheel detector system will fail and
the system can be placed in the bypass mode.
When a work train approaches a wheel detector, the
Tower Operator must place the home signal at danger
and notify the Control Center that the system will be
placed in bypass mode. If the signal cannot be cleared,
a call-on should be displayed. As soon as the train
passes the wheel detector, the system must be restored
to active status.
New Design Contact Rail Jumper Cable
Sixty-foot new design contact rail jumper cables,
which replace the existing ones, are available in locked
boxes in yards, terminals, and towers. The new design
cables feature retractable sleeves on both ends, double-jacketed insulation, and a spherical tip on the contact shoe end to prevent insertion into the aperture of
the shoe. When using the new cables, the retractable
sleeves must be pulled back to expose the contact
points on either end. When the sleeve is released, it

Thousands Delayed

Tunnel. Normal service was resumed by 1:40 PM.
The following Sunday (May 28), The New York Times,
in an editorial, again came out in support of Amtrak and
making sure that it gets adequate funding. Although it
was not known exactly what went wrong, the editorial
wrote that, “the underpinnings of the nation’s railroad
system are primed for disaster. The White House and
Congress have tried to squeeze every dollar out of Amtrak’s meager budget. Amtrak would need at least $2
billion a year to bring the system to a state of good repair.” The editorial also took note of the fact that, “some
parts of the Northeast Corridor go back to the 1930s,
and…the government directs billions of dollars to roads
and bridges, and the airports also get plenty of help, but
somehow very little trickles down to the rails.” The editorial closed with: “If President Bush really wants transportation alternatives, it is time for a strategic look at
how the railroads can serve as an even more important
escape valve for the nation’s overloaded transportation
system. Amtrak does not need to make a profit, but it
does need to work.”
In the aftermath of this disaster, transit managers from
the affected agencies promised a faster response to
future problems. A meeting was scheduled for the following week between NJ Transit and Amtrak officials to
discuss how “tunnel-evacuation protocols” can be improved. Perhaps they will take another look at the use
of diesels as rescue engines in emergency situations.

(Continued from page 1)

buses operated by NJ Transit, Academy Coach, and
Suburban Transit, which were honoring NJ Transit rail
tickets. On a typical weekday between 5:05 and 5:57
PM, NJ Transit dispatches ten trains. I rode PATH to
Hoboken, where my train begins its run. As we departed, I was watching to see how many Comet Is
(“sliders”) were still in the yard, and I counted approximately a dozen. These are the cars for which I was able
to capture the numbers: 1703, 1712, 1739, 1747, 1752,
1754, 1755, and 1757. Normal service was resumed on
the Northeast Corridor and North Jersey Coast Lines at
8 PM.
In Philadelphia, SEPTA advised its passengers to
seek alternate transportation for Regional Rail Routes
R1/Airport, R2/Wilmington, R3/Media, R5/Paoli, R6/
Cynwyd, R7/Trenton, and R8/Chestnut Hill West. The
R2/Warminster, R3/West Trenton, R5/LansdaleDoylestown, R6/Norristown. R7/Chestnut Hill East, and
R8/Fox Chase lines were operating only as far as Suburban Station. The transit agency dispatched 40 buses
to take passengers who had been escorted from trains
that were stranded to the nearest station. Some service
was resumed at 10:30 AM, and by 3 PM, the regular
schedule was being operated.
Norfolk Southern dispatched two diesels to pick up a
MARC Penn Line train that was stuck in the Baltimore
20
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HUFFLINERS OUT OF SERVICE 60 YEARS AGO
Until buses replaced them on December
15, 1946, the Huffliners were always operated on Broadway, Third Avenue’s second
busiest line. (Third and Amsterdam Avenues
was the busiest.) Cars 551-625, the only center-exit cars ever operated by the company,
were nicknamed “Huffliners” in honor of
Slaughter W. Huff, who had been Third Avenue’s President since 1918 and who was in
favor of trolley cars.
Broadway was the first line to receive the
rebuilt cars. On November 26, 1934, car 131
was placed in service, and on December 20,
1935, 83 rebuilt 100-series cars were operating on Broadway.
Cars 316-320, 360-390, and several other
300s appeared on Broadway when they were
new. They were soon transferred to the
Bronx and Yonkers.
Unfortunately, we have no record of the
date the Huffliners were placed in service.
However, we observed the Broadway Line at
least once a week and we recorded the dates
we first saw each car, as follows:
Steel car 601

November 13, 1936

Steel cars 602-625

September 23, 1937January 31, 1938

Aluminum cars 552-600

December 3, 1937-June
30, 1938

Company records reveal that 24 center-exit
cars were running on November 29, 1937.
Built in 1936, aluminum car 551 was the
odd car. The center doors were opposite
each other like the Peter Witt cars operated
by other companies. Center doors were staggered on the other Huffliners. It was the only
Huffliner that was equipped with a trolley pole
1

for testing in Mount Vernon’s Garden Avenue
Yard. The pole was removed when the car
was placed in service on the Broadway Line,
probably in 1939.
The Huffliners were always operated on the
busy Broadway Line until buses replaced
them on December 15, 1946. Because there
were not enough Huffliners to provide full
rush hour service, a few 100-series cars always appeared on the Broadway Line. We
have no record of the maximum number of
cars required. However, we counted 68 cars
operating on a 1½-minute headway between
3 and 4 PM in August, 1939, and 44 cars
running on a 2½-minute headway on a
Sunday afternoon in May, 1946.
Most of the Huffliners were placed in
storage when buses replaced them. We
observed a few of these cars operating on
the Broadway-Amsterdam Avenue-125th
Street Line until buses replaced them on
June 29, 1947. Aluminum cars 551-600 were
apparently scrapped and steel cars 601-625
were sold to Brazil, where they continued
operating for several years. When they were
finally taken out of service, they were not
scrapped, but were displayed in public parks.
Fortunately, the Brazilian government
decided to preserve these unusual centerexit cars that transported thousands of
passengers through New York’s Great White
Way for only a decade.
On December 14 before midnight and December 15, 1946 shortly after midnight, four
cars with 200 passengers, including Third
Avenue’s President McQuiston, city officials,
and stage and movie stars, rode from 42nd
Street and Fifth Avenue to Times Square.
(Continued on page 15)
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EIGHTH AVENUE SUBWAY TRACK PLANS
Eighth Avenue Line
North Portion
1932 - Present

207th St
North of 177th St
To 207th St Yard

176th St

174th St Yard

174th St
A

Dyckman St
200th St

1932-1974

1974-1989

A

173rd St

168th St

191st
190th St
St

181st St
163rd St
Lower
Level

175th St
155th St
A
(Continued on page 3)

A

Data: B. Linder
Drawing: J. Erlitz
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Eighth Avenue Subway Track Plans
(Continued from page 2)

Eighth Avenue Line
145th-72nd Street
1932 - Present

Lower
Level

A

A

Cathedral Pkwy
110th St

To Concourse
Lower
Level

145th St

103rd St

In service
8/25-9/18/1989

96th St
Lower
Level

135th St

Upper
Level

86th St
1932 - 1988
In service
Oct 1989

1932 - 1989

81st St

81st St
In service
2/20-21/1988

125th St

In service
2/27-28/1988

In service
3/12-13/1988
In service
3/5-6/1988

72nd St

72nd St

116th St
A

Data: B. Linder
Drawing: J. Erlitz

A
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Commuter and Transit Notes

by Randy Glucksman

Avenue, and on the Hempstead Branch through Garden
City. The schedules of some trains were adjusted so
that they depart either up to 29 minutes earlier or 30
minutes later. Midday and overnight track work on the
Port Jefferson and Babylon Branches has been completed.
Each timetable cover has a turkey with the wording
“HAPPY THANKSGIVING” and there is an additional
note that the following branches are operating extra service on that day: Port Jefferson, Ronkonkoma, Babylon,
Long Beach, and Montauk. As recently as 2000, LIRR
published a special Thanksgiving Day schedule. Now
this information is incorporated within the regular timetables.
On October 30, the new Mineola Intermodal Center,
located on the south side of the station, opened. It contains 700 parking spaces on its four levels, and no permits are required because the policy is first come, first
served. Short term parking is $5 per day (20 hours) and
long term is $10 per day. Seven MTA Long Island Bus
routes serve this facility.
There has been much press about the “gap” between
some of the station platforms and the trains. The New
York Times (November 6) had an editorial that mentioned how some of these gaps have been addressed.
LIRR used a machine to move some of these tracks
closer to the platform. In NY Penn Station, there are an
abundance of signs calling attention to the “gap,” and
train crews are making frequent announcements about
this, especially in conjunction with station stops. Newsday (November 7) reported that several area elected
officials have called for the relocation of the Syosset
station because the entire station was built on a curve
that cannot be fixed. Their solution is to move the station approximately two miles west near the former site
of the abandoned Landia station (closed in 1972), which
is near the Long Island Expressway.
A “Farewell to the M-1” excursion was held on Saturday, November 4, sponsored by the Sunrise Trail Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society, and of
course operated by LIRR. Current plans call for all remaining M-1s to be retired at the end of 2006. An 8-car
train of M-1s in the following consist was assembled: E9338-9337-9385-9386-9534-9533-9610-9611-W. A specially designed logo was affixed to both ends of the train
to commemorate this event. Cars 9610-9611 still
sported a blue band, which all of the cars had when
they were delivered. This added to the variety of photos/
videos. A number of Division members were on board
when the train departed from Track 5 at Jamaica Station
at 8:30 AM. Our first stop was VD (Vanderbilt Yard) in

MTA Metro-North Railroad (East)
At press time, the Thanksgiving and Christmas-New
Year’s timetables were not available.
There is one other difference between the Metro-North
and the LIRR M-7s. Member Larry Kiss told me that
Metro-North’s cars have flashing strobe lights when the
doors are closing and LIRR’s do not.
Connecticut Department of Transportation
The Federal Transit Administration has approved the
environmental impact statements, and CDOT can now
hold public hearings on plans to construct new rail stations in West Haven and Orange. These hearings could
take place this month. Thanks to member David A.
Cohen for sending this report from The New Haven
Register.
Shore Line East issued a new timetable effective October 30. Like the previous edition, there is no mention
that the service is operated by Amtrak. Thanks to member Bob Underwood for sending copies.
Bob also sent an article from The Yale University
Daily News reporting that 26 surveillance cameras
were being installed in Union Station and at several
other stations, using a $250,000 grant from the Urban
Area Security Initiative. This is a federally-funded program to combat terrorism.
MTA Long Island Rail Road
Several special timetables were issued recently.
• Montauk Branch – weekdays Monday, October
23-Friday, November 3: grade crossing renewal
work east of Patchogue required bus service between Patchogue and Montauk
• West Hempstead Branch – Sperry Rail Testing on
November 3: bus service was provided between
Valley Stream and West Hempstead
• Montauk Branch – Montauk to Bridgehampton
during the overnight of November 4-5, so that
work crews could replace the grade crossing at
Sunrise Highway (County Road 39), just east of
the Southampton station: Four overnight trains
were affected. Westbound passengers from Montauk to Bridgehampton rode buses to Babylon
where train service was available. Eastbound passengers transferred to buses at Southampton
• Long Beach Branch – switch replacement at Valley Stream on November 11: shuttle trains operated between Long Beach and Lynbrook, where
passengers transferred to connecting trains
The timetables that went into effect on November 13
carry an ending date of December 18. They incorporate
a timing change on the West Hempstead Branch that
was requested by customers. In addition, there is track
work on the Main Line between Jamaica and Merillon

(Continued on page 5)
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Still on the property are the M-3s, of which 174 (97719944) were built by Budd-GE in 1984. There is also
9945-9946, which are ex-9891-9892. These two cars
were renumbered after the December 7, 1993 shooting
on the train at Merillon Avenue that resulted in the
deaths of six passengers and the wounding of 19 others.
NJ Transit
New timetables were issued for all lines as of October
29. The transit agency reported that it had added 4,000
seats in its peak hour trains. (That total includes
“dreaded” middle seats.) Trenton, Hamilton, and Princeton Junction (outer-zone) riders now have two additional trains, which operate via express to Newark and
then New York. Four Shoppers Specials in each direction operate on weekends, except for holidays, through
January 13, making all stops from Trenton to Metropark,
and then Newark and New York. There is also additional
service on the North Jersey Coast Line’s “inner-zone,”
South Amboy, Perth Amboy, Woodbridge and Avenel—
as well as the Northeast Corridor Line’s inner-zone stations – Rahway, Linden, Elizabeth, and North Elizabeth.
On the Morris & Essex, there are also four Shoppers
Specials in each direction, which make all stops from
Dover to Summit, then Newark Broad Street and NY
Penn Station. They will also operate on the same dates
as the Northeast Corridor Line specials.
The Finderne (formerly Manville) station, which was
located between Somerville and Bridgewater on the
Raritan Valley Line, has been closed. The note in the
October 29 timetable instructs riders to use the Scoot
bus shuttle. Apparently there must not have been too
many passengers boarding here, because historically,
only one early morning and two early afternoon trains
called there, and only on weekdays. The last official day
would have been Friday, October 27.
An early morning train has been added to the Bergen
County Line. Trains were also added on the North Jersey Coast and Morris & Essex Lines. The Atlantic City
timetable now shows connections to SEPTA R1 and R7
trains at 30th Street Station. Adjustments of 1-7 minutes
were made to many trains on all lines, and there were
additional trains, which were not specifically mentioned
above.
Port Authority Trans-Hudson Corporation
A new Timetable Map and Guide was issued with an
effective date of October 29. Midday service between
Newark and World Trade Center was reduced from a
10- to a 15-minute headway to enable track maintenance work to be performed.
Amtrak
The Fall-Winter timetables went into effect on October
30, with the issuance of System Timetable Form T-1,
which will remain in effect until April (no date was specified), 2007. A quick check found that there are no more
Metroliners. Trains #2300 and #2301 have been re-

Commuter and Transit Notes
(Continued from page 4)

Brooklyn, on the Atlantic Branch. LIRR personnel
“attached” several sets of metal steps to the car so that
we could detrain to the ground to take photos. There
were two run-bys, and after all those who had gotten off
the train had re-boarded we proceeded toward Far
Rockaway, switching to the Montauk Branch east of
Jamaica.
At Valley Interlocking, the train was switched from
Montauk Track 2 to Atlantic 1 and then Atlantic 2, then
to Far Rockaway. After the departure of Train #8817
(10:46 AM), we returned to Jamaica, this time via Atlantic Branch Track 1. From there, we headed to Long Island City with a stop at Hunterspoint Avenue so that
those who wanted to take photos/videos could do so.
Getting off the train in Long Island City was not permitted. Soon the train returned and once those who had
gotten off had re-boarded, the train proceeded to Harold
to turn and then for Penn Station for the scheduled
lunch stop. Riders were given the option to remain on
the train and take photos/videos in West Side Yard. I
opted to get lunch for myself and my son Marc, who
rode to West Side Yard.
Promptly at 2:20 PM, the train departed and operated
via the Main Line to Queens Interlocking via Hillside
and the Hollis Lead Track and Hempstead Track 2 to
Garden-Mitchel Secondary Track on the Hempstead
Branch. Here too, we were given an option to get off to
take photos or ride on this rarely used track. Again Marc
was more interested in taking photos and I wanted to
ride on this portion of the branch. It is used by the Ringling Brothers-Barnum & Bailey Circus when it performs
at the nearby Nassau Coliseum. After this stop, the train
returned to Queens Interlocking to turn, and operated
via the Main Line to Mineola and then the Oyster Bay
Branch for one station to East Williston. This is the only
station on the branch that is equipped with third rail.
Under the current schedules, only one electric train
(#1501) begins its run here each weekday. We departed
at 4:45 PM, and arrived back at Jamaica shortly after 5
PM. The crisp autumn weather, combined with sunshine
and cooperative LIRR personnel, made for a memorable trip. All attendees were given copies of a souvenir
booklet that detailed the history of the M-1s, as well as
a five-page flyer explaining all of the places we visited.
The following roster was taken from the booklet.
CAR NUMBERS
9001-9016
9017-9246
9247-9476
9477-9490
9491-9492
9493-9534
9535-9538
9539-9620
9621-9770

YEAR BUILT
1968
1969
1970
1971
1970
1971
1970
1971
1972

NUMBER IN ORDER
16
230
230
14
2
42
4
82
150

(Continued on page 6)
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cab 9646 on the west end of the train. This car was one
of the original Metroliner cars and carried the number
813.
Beginning November 7, in Buffalo, passengers boarding Amtrak and NFT Metro trains became subject to
random screening. Amtrak reported that the process,
using hand-held devices, should take approximately 30
seconds, and those who do not wish to participate,
would be barred from boarding these trains. This effort
was planned to last though the month of November, and
then randomly after this month.
Museums
As was reported in last month’s Bulletin, on November 4, the Shore Line Trolley Museum (Branford) celebrated multiple anniversaries of Brooklyn’s trolleys. Unfortunately, the “Farewell to the M-1” trip was held on
the same day. Member Frank Pfuhler reported that the
attendance at Branford was 221.
2006 In Review
The following projects/additions to service occurred
during 2006.

Commuter and Transit Notes
(Continued from page 5)

placed by Acela Trains #2108 and #2119. The replacements operate 14 minutes faster between New York and
Washington, D.C.
The Illinois Department of Transportation’s new service (please see the November Bulletin), which began
on October 30 almost wasn’t, due to some objections
by the Canadian National Railway. However, those objections were resolved and the services began. Thanks
to Bob Hansen for this report.
As a Guest Rewards Member, I received an email that
starting October 30, passengers now have faster travel
times and a more comfortable ride on Keystone Service
trains which are now all-electric, and operating at
speeds of up to 110 mph. Two-hour trip times on the
104-mile route have been reduced by 15 to 30 minutes.
Weekday roundtrips increased from 9 to 14, with 10
through-routed to New York City. Ion early November, I
observed Train #641 in NY Penn Station with push/pull
DATE
January 1

OPERATOR
Edmonton Transit

CITY
Edmonton

LINE
South LRT

January 23

Metra

Chicago

January 30

Metra

Chicago

UP West Line service expansion from Geneva to
Elburn
North Central Line service
expansion

January 30

Metra

Chicago

February 25

NJ Transit

Weehawken

NJ Transit

Union City,
North Bergen

North Line

SFRTA (Tri-Rail)

West Palm Beach to
Miami Airport
New Orleans

Double-Tracking Project
completed
Canal Street

February 25
March 27
April 2
April 24
June 25
July 14
July 17
August 28
Sept. 18
October 9
October 20
November 17

New Orleans RTA

SouthWest Line service
expansion from 179th
Street to Manhattan
North Line

Altamont Commuter Express
Stockton
Stockton-San Jose
Chicago Transit Authority
Chicago
Blue Line
Pink Line
Mid-Council of Governments and New
Albuquerque
Belen to Albuquerque to
Mexico DOT RailRunner
Bernalillo
NJ Transit
Broad Street Extension of
Penn Station to
Newark City Subway
Broad Street
Metro
St. Louis
Cross County / Shrewsbury
Extension
Regional Transportation Authority
Nashville to Lebanon
Music City Star Commuter
Train
East Corridor
Metra
Chicago
SouthWest Line
Portland City Streetcar

Portland, Oregon

Extension to SW Moody

Denver Regional Transportation
District

Denver

Southeast LRT Extension

NOTES
1 station
Health Sciences
2 stations
La Fox and Elburn
8 miles
4 stations
Grayslake, Schiller Park, Franklin Park, and Rosemont
2 stations
New Lenox and Manhattan
12 miles
Weekday service added to Port
Imperial, which only had weekend service since
October 29, 2005
2 stations
Bergenline Avenue, Tonnelle
Avenue
1.25 miles
23.5 miles
Extension to Cemeteries and
Museum of Art
Fourth train added
46 miles
3 stations
1.3 miles
5 stations
5 stations
8 miles
32 miles
6 stations
1 station
Laraway Road
1 station
0.6 miles
19 miles
13 stations

(Continued on page 7)
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ber, I emailed the transit agency, and this was the response: “Downtown Bernalillo is scheduled to begin
operating when Los Lunas and Belen begin, which is
some time in December, 2006. Isleta Pueblo, Rio Bravo/
Airport, and Sandia Pueblo are scheduled to begin operating in late March to early April, 2007.” The dates will
be published when known.

Commuter and Transit Notes
(Continued from page 6)

Precise information on the opening dates for some of
the below-listed projects was not available at press
time. In the case of RailRunner, the original plans called
for all nine stations to open this year. In early NovemDATE
December
December 15
December
Late

OPERATOR
Mid-Council of Governments
and New Mexico DOT
Amtrak

CITY
Albuquerque

LINE
RailRunner

NOTES
Downtown Bernalillo, Los Lunas, and Belen

Sacramento

Folsom Corridor

0.55 mile extension to Amtrak station

Central Arkansas Transit

Little Rock

River Line

Metra

Chicago

North Central Line

0.9 mile extension from downtown loop, via Third
Street, to the Clinton Library
1 station
Grand/Cicero

Cynwyd. In all cases, except for R6, the major
change(s) appeared in a banner on the cover. Those
changes were:
• R1 – Train #4622 (formerly #4208) operates to
Norristown
• R3 – Trains #346 (ex-#4344) and #362 were retimed
• R5 – Train #514 retimed 3 minutes earlier and
earlier departure times for Trains #546, #550,
#554, and #558
• R7 – Train #9700 changed to #4542 with earlier
departure, and there are revised NJ Transit connections
A new Combined Timetable was also issued as of October 29, and single pages were issued for the weekday
schedules for the R3/Elwyn, R6/Norristown and R8/
Chestnut Hill West/Fox Chase Lines.
Member Lee Winson wrote that in these new schedules, the R1/Warminster Line had special substitute bus
service for midday trains through November. There are
also special times on the Lansdale Line on account of
high platform construction at the Fort Washington station.
CORRECTIONS – In last month’s Bulletin there was
a news item about Sperry Rail Detector Car 129. Larry
Kiss reported that its original owner was the Lehigh Valley Railroad, not the Lehigh Valley Transit Company.
Sperry purchased the car in 1938.
Brookville built 18 PCC IIs for Route 15/Girard, not 15
as was reported last month. Thanks to member Bob
Wright for catching this. Bob also wrote that there is one
other un-rebuilt PCC, 2733, which is in the basement of
SEPTA’s headquarters, where it will never run again.
Washington, D.C. area
Just how far will Virginia Railway Express go to keep
customers informed? One possible answer appeared in
its email notifications on November 6. It read: “The restroom on the single level car on Fredericksburg line train
#305 (departing Union Station at 4:05p) is expected to

Other Transit Systems
Boston, Massachusetts
There were about 250 passengers aboard Franklin
Line Train #710, which was bound for South Station,
when the train struck a low-boy trailer truck that stalled
on the tracks at a grade crossing in Franklin. Fortunately, only 18 were injured. The stone crusher on the
trailer swung around and hit the middle of the first (bilevel) car of the train. In the aftermath of the accident,
commuters fled the train, leaving behind many of their
personal possessions, including laptops, wallets with
cash and credit cards, and iPods with earphones. Paperwork was all over the place as passengers scrambled to leave the leaning and damaged car, not knowing
what was happening. MBTA police officers on the scene
gathered up these items and will attempt to return them
to their rightful owners. The Boston Globe reported
that one passenger who called was looking for his red
baseball cap from a Star Wars convention, not a laptop.
Commuter Rail schedules dated October 30 were issued as follows:
• Providence - Back to pocked-sized, but still glossy
and multi-color
• Lowell - Pocket-sized, glossy, and multi-color
• Haverhill - Pocket-sized, standard paper with purple ink
• Fitchburg - Pocket-sized, standard paper with purple ink
Member Todd Glickman wrote that the north side
schedules continue to have an error: "Lovejoy Ferry"
service is indicated as a connection at North Station. This service was discontinued on January 21,
2005! The Green spring editions of the other lines remain in effect. Thanks to Todd for the schedules and the
above reports.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Copies of new Regional Rail Timetables were sent by
member David W. Safford. They were issued as of October 29 for R1/Airport, R3/West Trenton, R5/Thorndale/
Paoli, and R7/Chestnut Hill East and Trenton. The following day, a new timetable went into effect on R6/

(Continued on page 8)
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Here is a report from Todd Glickman, who recently
visited Seattle. “As you know, light rail will be coming to
SEA airport in 2009. Driving from downtown to the airport there is significant construction underway, especially where you exit I-5 for the airport connector road.
Many stretches of the overhead ROW are complete -some of it looks to be 50 feet up in the air. On the airport property, there are road reconfigurations and a lot
of construction equipment, but nothing yet that looks
like a LR terminal.”
Todd also rode the Talgo service between Portland
and Seattle. Here is his report. “For under $50 in business class, it's a great ride. I especially like the GPSbased real-time mapping systems. Everything was going well until the Conductor came on the PA and said,
"Bad news, folks, due to a broken rail ahead, we'll be
delayed about 30 minutes while they fix it." Thirty minutes... hmmm... how could they do that so fast? What
the Conductor didn't explain properly was that the broken rail was in two-track territory, and we had to wait for
a slow-poke southbound BNSF freight to roll by, so we
could cross over and bypass the problem. In fact I saw
the welder at work when we went by it. So we ended up
a half hour late, but that just meant that the trip cost
less per minute of travel. You can find an interesting
history by visiting the following web site: http://
www.trainweb.org/aorta/cascades.htm.”
Oceanside, California
John Pappas filed this report about the Sprinter Line
which is presently in the construction phase, and scheduled to open by the end of 2007. “Drove the NCTD
Sprinter route from Oceanside to the Escondido Transit
Center today (November 11), and found the new shop,
which is behind North County's Escondido facility. I
managed to get in long enough before getting accosted
by the security guard to snap a couple of shots of the
Siemens Desiro Diesel MUs. They look really nice. I’ll
be interested in comparing them in operation to NJ
Transit’s Stadler/Bombardiers and Ottawa's Bombardiers. There were eight cars in the yard, and present
plans call for 12 cars. They are numbered in the 4000series beginning with 4001.
“Construction is far from complete. Stations, there will
be 15, are just starting to be built. The connection of the
new alignment with the Surf line at CP Oceanside Junction hasn't been made (the existing connected freight
line will apparently be bypassed at this point, presumably to make room for the Coast Highway station). Not
sure how they are going to handle the temporal separation from there to the Oceanside Transit Center. The
Desiros do not meet FRA crashworthiness standards,
so I'm guessing there will be a separate track between
the two points. Passing sidings on the route are supposed to accommodate a minimum 30 minute-service. I
hope this will sustain them for a while and they won't
face the South Jersey problem of overcrowding in the

Commuter and Transit Notes
(Continued from page 7)

be out of service this afternoon. However, an additional
restroom is located on the train in car V431. This car is
the middle car in the set. If you need assistance locating
the restroom, please speak with the Conductor.”
Because federal employees celebrated Veterans Day
on Friday, November 10, and most of “official” Washington, D.C. did not work on that day, Virginia Railway Express did not operate. For those who had to go to work,
VRE provided the following help: “Amtrak will operate
on their normal schedule and will accept Ten-Trip, FiveDay, Monthly, and TLC tickets with a Step-Up ticket.
Your VRE ticket will need to be valid for the zones you
are traveling between.” For the list of Amtrak trains that
were to accept VRE tickets, riders were directed to Amtrak’s website. In addition, OmniRide accept VRE tickets for travel on its routes if the person is boarding or
alighting at a stop near a VRE station.
Chicago, Illinois
Metra obtained $800,000 in federal funds to design a
new station on the Rock Island Line at 35th Street that
would serve U.S. Cellular Field, where the Chicago
White Sox play their home games. The station would be
across the Dan Ryan Expressway. Estimates put the
cost of this station at between $4 and $5 million. It could
open in 2008. Thanks to member Jim Beeler for this
report from The Daily Record.
Denver, Colorado
On November 17, grand opening ceremonies were
held for the Southeast Corridor LRT. There are thirteen
new stations and approximately nineteen new miles of
track. Free rides were provided on November 17 and
18. Regular service began on November 19. RTD introduced service along its Southeast Corridor with the following route structure:
• E—Lincoln to Union
• F—Lincoln to 18th/California
• G—Lincoln to Nine Mile
• H—Nine Mile to 18th/California
Albuquerque, New Mexico
RailRunner began charging fares on November 1.
Compared to fares charged in the New York metropolitan area, the $2 flat fare is a bargain. Please see 2006
In Review above for details on the station openings.
Phoenix, Arizona
The first Valley Metro Rail LRV (101), after being completed by Kinki Sharyo, was shipped from Kobe, Japan
aboard a freighter bound for the U.S. However, it did not
go to the West Coast, but rather to the East Coast, because it will be tested on the Hudson-Bergen Light Rail
system in New Jersey. Metro is buying 50 rail cars for
$159 million. Service is expected to begin in December,
2008. Thanks to member John Pappas for this news.
Seattle, Washington

(Continued on page 10)
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MANHATTAN’S LAST STREET CARS
by Bernard Linder
The cover story of last month’s issue detailed the demise of street cars in Manhattan, which occurred on
November 10, 1946. However, technical problems de-

layed the publication of photographs that were intended
to go with the article. We are presenting them now.

Older equipment on the 59th Street Crosstown Line is exemplified by
car 825, seen here.
Bernard Linder collection

Columbus Circle on January 8, 1939, during the changeover from
800s to newer equipment.
Bernard Linder collection

Car 1001 is seen on the Tenth Avenue Line at the Fort Lee Ferry
Loop.
Bernard Linder collection

Car 410, built by Brill in 1900, was one of the oldertwo-man cars on
the 42nd Street Line.
Bernard Linder collection

The car house at Tenth Avenue and W. 54th Street, seen on
October 6, 1946.
Bernard Linder photograph

Car 627 on the 59th Street Crosstown Line.
Bernard Linder collection
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Around New York’s Transit System
Unauthorized Covering of Windows on Interior Cab
Doors
Many years ago, railfans looked forward to taking a
subway ride and gazing through the front window. Unfortunately, the modern cars are equipped with transverse cabs. The view is partially obstructed by a small
cab window and a larger front window. Recently, crews
have been covering cab windows with unauthorized
material. Train crews are forbidden from placing material on the window between the passenger compartment
and the cab. They must not deface the painted portion
of this window on the R-44/46 cars. Glare on the Train
Operator’s window should be reported to supervision.
New Corona Shop Opens
The new Corona Shop, which opened in June, 2006,
replaced the original shop opened on January 19, 1928.
NYC Transit’s July/August, 2006 At Your Service
newsletter informs us that the vacated shop was sinking
because it was built on porous soil below a 100-year
flood plain.
This area is an environmentally sensitive site, with
wetlands and Flushing Creek causing flood and soil
problems. Instead of landfill, the shop and the tracks
were built on steel structures above the flood plain.
The new shop is the most ambitious “green” project,

featuring water and energy conservation. Natural gas
generates electricity and heat by using a 200-kilowatt
low-emission fuel cell installed on the roof by the New
York Power Authority. A solar cell generates electrical
energy from sunlight. Skylights and large windows increase natural light. The new car washer uses rainwater
and recycled wash water. Rainwater from the shop’s
rood drains to an underground retention tank, and then
to the car washer. This reclamation system reuses 50%
of the rinse water.
To make the cars more accessible for the maintainers,
the tracks are elevated. Sensors turn on the pit lights
under the cars. An overhead crane can remove and install the roof-mounted air-conditioners on NYC Transit’s
newest cars. If the Flushing Line receives Communication-Based Train Control signals, which is now under
consideration, the new shop will be able to handle these
cars.
Corona should exceed New York’s tough energyefficiency code for new buildings by more than 30 percent.
Latest 42nd Street Shuttle Wrapped Train
In November, the train on Track 1, consisting of R62As 1956-1922-1941, had a wrapped interior advertising MSG Network’s show 50 Years of Great Moments.

Huffliners Out of Service 60 Years Ago

Third Avenue’s engineers developed a relatively modern low-cost street car whose acceleration was 4 miles
per hour per second and whose maximum speed was
38 miles per hour. Although Third Avenue’s older cars
ran for 30 or 40 years, the Huffliners were taken out of
service when they were only ten years old.

(Continued from page 1)

Janis Paige, movie actress, broke a bottle of champagne over a new bus and christened it, “Miss Times
Square,” after which the bus led the procession to Columbus Circle and back to Times Square.
Commuter and Transit Notes
(Continued from page 8)

peaks without a simple way of increasing service. Platform lengths appear to be sufficient for two-car trains.
Signs are posted along the eastern portion of the line
from the San Marcos city limit to Escondido Transit
Center indicating that equipment testing has begun (as
of late August).
“There is 1.7 miles of new line construction, which is
nothing short of spectacular. At the east end of San
Marcos, the line departs the existing freight branch and
flies over California 78 freeway to run along a hillside to
serve the University of California at San Marcos. It then
flies back over on another concrete double-track bridge
to re-access the existing line. This new line has considerable grades on both bridges and what appears to be
tighter radii on the curves, which should make it unsuit10

able for freights. I can only imagine how much that
piece of construction cost. Hopefully the college ridership will justify it.”
From the History Files
40 Years Ago: On December 30, 1966, service ended
on the Red Arrow’s Ardmore Line. When crews began
removing the rails on 3.2 miles of track a few days later,
this marked the end of 72 years of rail service on West
Chester Pike. A portion of the line remains in use as a
busway, a service that began on March 31, 1967.
10 Years Ago: On December 30, 1996, Trinity Railway
Express service began between Dallas Union Station
and Irving (10 miles), using equipment leased from
CDOT. Since that time, the line has been extended to
Fort Worth (34 miles). The fleet now includes RDCs and
bi-level coaches.
News items and comments concerning this column may be
emailed to NYDnewseditor@aol.com.
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90 YEARS OF SUBWAY SERVICE TO ASTORIA
The first Astoria train was a special train
that departed from Grand Central at 2 PM
February 1, 1917. On board were city officials, borough officials, members of the Public Service Commission, and Interborough
Rapid Transit Company officials. There were
special celebrations near the new line.
Houses and commercial buildings were
draped with flags and whistles were blown.
When the train arrived at Ditmars Boulevard,
the passengers alighted, and the train and
guests were photographed. Members of the
Steinway Civic Association took the guests in
automobiles and sightseeing cars through
portions of the Steinway and Astoria sections,
after which they returned to Ditmars Boulevard. The guests boarded the train again and
returned to Queensboro Plaza for formal exercises at the Queens Chamber of Commerce. There was a Long Island City night of
entertainment at the Bohemian Hall, located
at the Ditmars Boulevard station.
Queens residents were anxious to have
rapid transit when they heard about the
Brooklyn Bridge cable railway. William Steinway, whose business interests centered in
Astoria, was deeply interested in rapid transit
in New York City. He was Chairman of the
Rapid Transit Commission for a few years.
Because of his foresight, New York possesses a modern rapid transit system.
The Astoria Line is a part of the route
adopted by the Public Service Commission
on October 10, 1911. Route 37 includes the
Astoria Line and the portion of the Corona
Line as far east as Woodside. The Board of
Estimate and Apportionment approved the
route on October 26, 1911 and Mayor
Gaynor gave his approval on April 8, 1912.

The Commission adopted a resolution directing the preparation of plans and form of contract for the Astoria Line and the Corona Line
on June 14, 1912. The form of contract was
adopted on December 17, 1912 and a public
hearing was scheduled for January 4, 1913.
The Municipal Art Commission approved the
type of structure on December 27, 1912. Bids
were received on January 28, 1913 and the
contract was awarded to the Cooper and Evans Company for $860,743.50. The contract
for station finish was let to Charles Mead and
Company at a cost of $268,102.50. A contract for the installation of tracks, which also
covered Queensboro Plaza and the Corona
Line, was awarded at a cost of $204,898.10.
Approximately $55,000 was chargeable to
track installation on the Astoria Line and its
structural connections to Queensboro Plaza.
The total cost of the line without equipment,
which was furnished by the operating companies, was about $1.35 million.
The Queensboro Plaza station, which cost
approximately $500,000, was described as
the largest elevated station in the world. It
was 480 feet long and 90 feet wide, with a
mezzanine and four tracks on each of the
two levels.
The Astoria and Corona Lines were the
only rapid transit lines with joint operation of
IRT and BRT/BMT trains. The Transit Commission’s reports explained how the fares
were apportioned. The trackage agreement
between the Interborough Rapid Transit
Company and the New York Municipal Railway Company (BRT) dated March 10, 1913
stated, “The Interborough Company shall
accord to the Railway Corporation

Next Trip: Grand Central Terminal
1
Tour, February 17
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NEW YORK & STAMFORD RAILWAY COMPANY
by Bernard Linder
New York & Stamford Railway Company
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New York & Stamford Railway Company
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Third Avenue Railway Company operated most of the trolley lines in southern Westchester County. But New York
& Stamford, whose cars
ceased operating in 1927, was
one of the forgotten Westchester County transit systems.
The 20-mile main line extended from Larchmont to
Stamford, Connecticut with
several short branches in Rye
and Larchmont.
In August, 1901, the Port
Chester Street Railroad and
the Larchmont Horse Railway
were consolidated to form the
New York & Stamford Railway,
which was owned by the New
York, New Haven & Hartford
Railroad for some time. In the
same month, the company also
took over the Greenwich Tramway, which always remained a
separate corporation organized
under an old charter.
On January 1, 1905, the Consolidated Railway Company,
also owned by the NYNH&H,
bought the New York & Stamford for $1.4 million, or $150
per share. This acquisition
gave Consolidated a link between its Connecticut lines and
the lines of New York City’s

Metropolitan Street Railway
Company. The system was
mostly single track with an extreme length of 20 miles from
Larchmont to Stamford, passing through Larc hm ont,
Mamaroneck, Harrison, and
Rye in New York’s Westchester
County. In Connecticut, it connected East Port Chester,
Greenwich, Cos Cob, Riverside, and Sound Beach.
The total trackage of this
standard gauge road, including
branches, sidings, and doubletracked portions, was about 50
miles. Rails were 70-pound T
and 101-pound girder. From
Port Chester to Rye, the line
was double-tracked to handle
the crowds traveling to t\his
resort in the summer.
There were four generating
units, with a total capacity of
1,525 kilowatts in the Port
Chester power house. All the
coal and heavy freight were
transported to this power
house on a siding connecting
to the New Haven Railroad
tracks. An office building, two
car houses, and a repair shop,
heated by exhaust steam from
the engines, were adjacent to
the power house.

90 Years of Subway Service
to Astoria

tended to divide the platform
with a barrier, they must have
found that it was impractical.

(Continued from page 1)

From Bus Transportation Vol. 7 No. 1, January, 1928.
Bernard Linder collection

(BRT)...equal facilities and
room for sale of tickets through
the agents of the Railway Corporation.”
In accordance with the agreement, two ticket booths were
installed. A barrier at the center
separated both halves of the
platform. IRT trains started running in 1917, but the BMT did
not start running trains until
1923. Riding increased rapidly
and the IRT operated sevencar rush hour trains in 1919. If
the companies originally in4

On May 28, 1923, nearly two
months after the BMT trains
started operating on the Astoria
and Corona Lines, the companies signed an agreement regarding the apportionment of
revenues from the jointly operated Queens lines. This document stated that the passenger
revenue and station expenses
were to be apportioned in proportion to the number of car
miles operated by each company.
Because this agreement was
(Continued on page 5)
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unfair to the IRT, a new agreement approved on July 27,
1927 stated that the fares would be apportioned in the
ratio of passengers carried by each company.

Queensboro Plaza, looking east, circa 1935. The track layout was
published in the January, 1992 issue.
Bernard Linder collection

Queensboro Plaza, June 8, 1948, looking west.
Bernard Linder collection

Queensboro Plaza, looking east, June 8, 1948, showing girder to be
removed due to revised track layout for through service to Astoria.
Bernard Linder collection

Your Editor-in-Chief and his beautiful wife pose on a temporary
bridge during a Memorial Day reroute, May 29, 1949.
Bernard Linder collection

Queensboro Plaza looking west on May 29, 1949,
with a girder being removed.
Bernard Linder photograph
(Continued on page 6)
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Queensboro Plaza, looking east on May 29, 1949.
Bernard Linder photograph

Queensboro Plaza, looking east from street level on June 7, 1962.
Bernard Linder photograph

Bridge Plaza near Jackson Avenue on June 7, 1962.
Bernard Linder photograph

Bridge Plaza North, east of Queensboro Plaza station, on June 7,
1962.
Bernard Linder photograph

Queensboro Plaza at
street level, June 7,
1962.
Bernard Linder photograph
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Metropolitan Transportation Authority
With Governor Eliot Spitzer taking over as of January
1, there has been a change of top management at MTA.
First to go was the Inspector General, Matthew D.
Sansverie, an appointee of former governor George E.
Pataki, who resigned on November 14, 2006. The New
York Times reported this on December 15, and also the
fact that there had been an anonymous report about
some misconduct. The now former IG denied the allegations and said that he resigned because there was an
election, “there is going to be a new governor, and
there’s no possibility of reappointment as far as I can
see now.”
Also gone is Katherine N. Lapp, who had been the
Executive Director. Her replacement is Elliott G. Sander,
whose background includes Chairman of the Transportation Research Board's (TRB) Committee on Large
U.S. Cities, a senior advisor to National Association of
City Transportation Officials (NACTO), and Commissioner of the New York City Taxi and Limousine Commission from 1994-1996. When Chairman Peter Kalikow steps down as is expected, it is planned that Mr.
Sander will become the Chairman, while also keeping
the titles of Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer.
Quite by accident, I was in Grand Central Terminal on
December 18, 2006 only minutes after the ceremony in
which it was announced that MTA would receive $2.6
billion in federal funding for the East Side Access Project. The technical name for this is a Full Funding
Agreement, and the new DOT Secretary, Mary Peters,
was on hand to deliver this good news. It is estimated
that about half of LIRR’s 106,000 riders are destined to
the east side of Manhattan. ESA will utilize the presently
unused lower tubes of the 63rd Street Tunnel. F trains
operate in the upper level. Although I did not see all of
the politicians and MTA officials who were there, I did
see Sen. Charles Schumer, a supporter of this project,
who was granting interviews to several news reporters.
Completion is set for 2013.
MTA Metro-North Railroad (East)
The repair of the M-7As’ flat wheels that were caused
by autumn’s leaves on the tracks was a major effort. I
have reports that about a dozen M-7As were sent to the
LIRR Ash Street facility in Queens to have their wheels
trued. At the same time they were given some postproduction modifications. Normally there is a continuous
stream of about 6 cars at any given time that are off the
property for "mod" work by Bombardier, which has exclusive use of this facility. There is a wheel truing mill
there and MNR simply increased the number of cars
sent there for mod work by sending up to 12 cars for

No. 219
by Randy Glucksman

this work that happened to need their wheels re-trued.
MNR also sent a bunch of M-7As to New Haven for
wheel truing and even sent some to Amtrak's wheel truing machine at Rensselaer Shop. On January 8, The
Journal News reported that all flat wheels were repaired. At the worst, 200 of the 336 M-7s were out of
service.
For Martin Luther King Day, which was celebrated on
Monday, January 15, Metro-North operated a Saturday
schedule, with additional trains on each line during the
AM and PM peak hours. This differed from the level of
service operated by the metropolitan area’s other rail
operators, LIRR and NJ Transit. They ran a regular
weekday schedule. I have to tell you that the NJ Transit
trains that I rode were lightly patronized.
Metro-North, LIRR, NYCT, PATH, NJ Transit, SEPTA,
and PATCO are members of a group called the New
York Regional Rail Consortium. This arrangement allows the member agencies to purchase parts, etc., in
larger quantities, thus assuring better pricing, which results in economic savings for taxpayers. One recent
example was a contract with WABCO for common railcar replacement parts.
MTA Metro-North Railroad (West)
Metro-North has been granted approval to solicit requests via an RFP (request for proposals) to select a
railcar remanufacturer to overhaul the four F-40s that
are being purchased from NJ Transit (January, 2007
Bulletin) and four that are already in service. 4191-2
(ex-Amtrak 370 and 382) and 4193-4 (ex-Amtrak 308
and 310) have been operating since 1999 and 2004,
respectively, and will be in need of a mid-life overhaul.
There is more to the Bar Car story that was reported
in the January Bulletin. The New York Times on December 22, 2006 reported that LIRR operates two trains
with portable bars, something of which I was not aware.
Unlike the New Haven Line timetables, there is no note
or martini glass to inform riders about this service. The
trains that have these (red) carts are #166 (6:33 PM to
Babylon) and #670 (7:22 PM to Huntington), although
the bartender detrains at Hicksville. Needless to say, his
customers were not at all happy with the possibility of
losing this service.
A new General Order was not issued when the December 18, 2006-February 25, 2007 timetables were
issued. These schedules listed the extra Christmas and
New Year’s Day trains.
Thousands of commuters heading for home on Friday,
January 5 were delayed for several hours while police
investigated the death of a 13-year-old boy who was
struck and killed near the Forest Hills station by east(Continued on page 8)
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happened to their mates?
I have written several times about the ex-LIRR “Ping
Pong,” T-51 921, which resided adjacent to the Long
Island Expressway, between Exits 51 and 52 in Dix Hills
for many years. Please note that I used the word
“resided,” because it was removed sometime in midDecember, 2006. It had been unused for more than a
year. Temporarily, there are plans to replace it with a
pre-fabricated building, but there were no details provided. In the January, 2004 and July, 2005 Bulletins, I
wrote that the car was to be replaced by 2007. Thanks
to member Joe Gagne for sending this report from
Newsday.
NJ Transit
A little more than a week after the multi-level cars entered service, I found them on a slightly earlier connecting train from NY Penn Station to Secaucus than I normally ride. The consist was the same as December 11,
2006, the day that it made its inaugural run. I asked one
crewmember how she likes the train, and while she did
not complain, one thing that she mentioned is the need
to constantly walk up and down the stairs to check tickets. There are five steps down to the lower level and
five steps to the upper level. I located a forward facing
seat on the upper level and found that the ride was very
smooth. A friend told me that he had seen a two-car
train of MLVs operating on the North Jersey Coast Line
the previous Sunday evening, December 17.
New timetables were issued for all lines except Atlantic City, Montclair-Boonton and Raritan Valley effective
January 14, mostly to remove the pre-Christmas/New
Year’s service modifications. There were some other
changes, too. Northeast Corridor Line riders now have
a new train, #3945, which departs NY Penn for Trenton
at 1:01 PM and operates via express between Newark
and Princeton Junction. Weekend train #7802 (12:08
AM Trenton) has added stops at Hamilton, Edison, and
Metuchen. On the North Jersey Coast Line, there were
a few late-night changes on weekends. M&E Train
#6616 starts from Dover three minutes earlier, but arrives at NY Penn at the same time, 8:16 AM. A few Secaucus connection times were changed for the Main/
Bergen and Pascack Valley Lines, as NJ Transit is
again using 5 minutes as the minimum.
Last November, NJ Transit awarded a $4.4 million
contract to construct high-level platforms at the South
Amboy station. In recent years a new pedestrian overpass has been constructed and a grade crossing has
been eliminated. The new platform will be a center island and the contract includes relocating the existing
track and catenary structure. More than 1,300 customers use this station each day.
There is nothing official yet, but according to the New
Jersey Association of Railroad Passengers, a BLET
(Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers and Trainmen)
source reported that there is an Arrow IV spec (not

(Continued from page 7)

bound Huntington Train #1726, which had departed
from Penn Station at 5:17 PM. The Journal News reported that the boy’s friends described his “passion” for
being a “graffiti artist” using the graffiti tag "Kos." It is
believed that he may have taken pictures of his work
just before he died, sources said. MTA police recovered
a cell phone at the scene and were checking to see if it
had pictures by him or his friends. His mother, who
th
rushed to the scene, later fainted at the 112 Precinct
police station. A family friend who is an attorney told the
media that the family would be suing MTA, LIRR, and
the city of New York.
Fellow columnist Jeff Erlitz sent a correction to the
item about the Long Island Rail Road tower situation
that appeared in the December 2006 Bulletin. The LIRR
has 10 towers (plus two unmanned drawbridges) still in
use.
Main Line
Harold (normally unmanned and remote from PSCC)
Jay (west of Jamaica)
Hall (east of Jamaica)
Queens (Queens Village)
Nassau (Mineola)
Divide (Hicksville)
Atlantic Branch
Brook (Flatbush Avenue)
Dunton (west of Jamaica)
Montauk Branch
Dutch Kills Drawbridge (actually Secondary Track C at
this point)
Valley (Valley Stream)
Babylon
Long Beach Branch
Lead (Wreck Lead or Reynolds Channel, drawbridge
east of Island Park)
Montauk Cutoff Secondary Track
Cabin M (drawbridge over Dutch Kills)
Dutch Kills and Cabin M drawbridges are not manned
and are opened only upon advance notice, assuming
that they can still actually be physically opened. Pond
Tower in Fresh Pond and Locust Tower in Locust Valley
are still standing (with Locust actually having been restored) and were formerly mechanical interlockings, as
was PD (Patchogue). Locust had its mechanical interlocking machine replaced in 1965 and the railroad
stopped using the tower in 1975 when the interlocking
became remote from Nassau. Pond was mechanical
until the day it closed in 1985. The mechanical machine
at PD was replaced in 1992. I believe Nassau Tower
lost its mechanical interlocking machine in the 1990s
also.
In early January, member Ron Yee reported that a pair
of mismated M-7s, 7118/7147, has been in Ash Street
Yard in Long Island City for 3 months. Who knows what

(Continued on page 9 )
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A new timetable was issued for Newark Light Rail as
of January 6. One change was to standardize the running time between Penn Station and Broad Street at 8
minutes 7 days a week. With the September 16, 2006
edition, the running time was 8 minutes weekdays only.
The run time between Broad Street and Penn Station
remains at 9 minutes. Weekday service to Broad Street
now begins ½ hour earlier at 5:18 AM, while the last
departure from Broad Street is 20 minutes later at 12:34
AM.
Port Authority Trans-Hudson Corporation
A study that was done by the prestigious Lawrence
Livermore National Laboratory and Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute has determined that PATHs Hudson
River tunnels are vulnerable to a bomb attack. And, if
that were to occur, the tunnels would flood very quickly.
The problem stems from the fact that they are constructed of steel rings, the majority of which are not
coated with concrete and lie on the riverbed, not in bedrock. One recommendation is the placing of what are
described as “concrete blankets” that are known as
Geotextile Concrete Mats atop the tubes, which would
plug any holes that would be caused by a bomb blast.
Installation of flood gates to prevent system flooding is
another recommendation, and $71 million has already
been committed to install gates at World Trade Center
and Exchange Place. After the terrorist attacks of 9/11,
these tubes flooded.
The July-December, 2003 issue of Headlights arrived
in late December, 2006, and it contained an article
about the restoration of PATH service to World Trade
Center on November 23, 2003. At that time PA predicted that there would be less ridership than before
9/11, so I decided to compare the schedules before that
infamous date and today. Please note that prior to 9/11
NWK/WTC trains were 8 cars. Today they are 7. The
results appear in the table below.

(Continued from page 8)

Silverliner V) floating around NJT and being prepared
for RFQ (request for quotation). It would seem to defy
current purchasing trends, but this person insists
strongly that such a draft spec exists. If it is approved,
the Arrow IIIs will get a minor rebuild, permanentlymated four-car sets eliminating two cabs and modifications to the remaining cabs that eliminate the Engineer's
door.
It seems that from time immemorial, or at least until
July 3, 2005, NJ Transit riders were able to use the
monthly pass from the previous month for the inbound
trip on the first commuting day of the new month. Beginning in July, 2005, train crews made announcements
that riders were required to have the ticket for the new
month. Recently I only heard this announcement on the
homeward trip, which piqued my curiosity. Checking the
timetables that were issued since that date, I found that
in the April 23, 2006 edition the following words were
added to the section which describes monthly tickets:
“and are valid until noon on the first commuting weekday of the following month.”
NJ Transit Executive Director George D. Warrington
announced his resignation on January 11, to become
effective March 30. The announcement came as a surprise to many in state government. He was appointed to
this position in March, 2002. In a letter to his employees
he cited his many accomplishments, including procurement of new railcars and buses, the opening of Montclair Connection, Secaucus Transfer, and RiverLine,
and extension of the Hudson-Bergen and Newark Light
Rail Lines. Mr. Warrington had previously been with NJ
Transit in its early years. The Bergen Record reported
that he would “pursue other opportunities that were too
attractive to ignore.” At the same time he declined to
say whether he had a job offer.
The folder in which I put articles for this column has
had an article that was written by Alan Kramer in 2003.
Its title is NJ T RANSIT’S COMET-I CARS – A REVIEW. Intended for earlier publication, I have held it back because a majority of the fleet is still in service. At that
time it was believed that with delivery of 265 Comet Vs
(200 NJ Transit and 65 Metro-North) these cars would
no longer be required. However, in the interim ridership
grew and NJ Transit has increased the number of
trains, so these cars continue to soldier on. The
“Sliders“ (1600- and 1700-series) were removed from
service at the end of 2005. The remaining cars (5100cabs and 5700-coaches) will probably begin to disappear from Hoboken Division trains once sufficient quantities of the multi-level cars are in service on the Northeast Corridor, and the cars that they replace are shifted
to Hoboken. In the course of my commuting, I see these
cars nearly every day, and occasionally find them assigned to a train that I ride.

ROUTE
APRIL 29, 2001
NWK/WTC
15
HOB/WTC
7
HOB/33
6
JSQ/33
11
Total
39

OCTOBER 29, 2006
13
5
6
12
36

DIFFERENCE
-2
-2
0
+1
-3

Port Authority of New York & New Jersey
In December, then New York Governor-elect Eliot
Spitzer named a replacement to PA. Anthony E. Shorris
became the Executive Director, replacing Kenneth J.
Ringler, Jr. who has held that position since October 21,
2004.
In order to finance its 10-year, $26 billion capital construction program PA’s Chairman, Anthony Coscia, has
signaled that PATH fares and bridge and tunnel tolls will
have to be increased. Fares and tolls have remained
unchanged since 2001. This program includes the
Trans-Hudson rail tunnel, approximately $4 billion for
(Continued on page 10)
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billion for county transit/highway improvements for a 30year period beginning in 2011, when the current Proposition M expires. Metrolink is to receive $2 billion for
service expansion.
In Kansas City, voters approved the building of a 27mile light rail system. Unfortunately, there were no specifics on what would be built or how it would be funded.
The approval caught the city administration off guard
because in six previous attempts the initiative was not
approved. Voters in Salt Lake County, Utah, approved a
sales tax increase to fund light rail and commuter rail
projects. In Minnesota a constitutional amendment was
approved that requires the dedication of all motor vehicle tax revenues to transportation projects. Grapevine,
Texas voters approved a sales tax to pay for a commuter rail connection.
Not every pro-transit initiative was approved. In Spokane, Washington, voters turned down two light rail
measures and in Broward County, Florida, a proposal to
fund a 30-year, $5.4 billion transit program was rejected.
2006 In Review – The Leftovers
As promised last month, this completes 2006. Please
note that CATA’s (Little Rock) 0.9-mile trolley extension
to the President Bill Clinton Library did not open in December. However, beginning Monday, January 8, 2007,
nd
the intersection of 2 and Commerce was closed for 25 days to electrify the section between the existing
route and the new extension. This meant that the River
Rail streetcar could not run in Little Rock. CATA operated a trolley bus on the streetcar route, with a detour at
Commerce Street, during the construction.

(Continued from page 9)

improvements at Newark, Kennedy, and LaGuardia Airports, plus development of Stewart Airport in Newburgh,
New York as a fourth regional airport. Then there is $1
billion for construction of a new span to replace the 78year-old Goethals Bridge between Elizabeth, New Jersey and Staten Island, more than $8 billion for work at
the World Trade Center for the new PATH Terminal and
redevelopment of the site, and $2 billion that could be
allocated to the East Side Access Project or the Second
Avenue Subway. The proposed increases would not
occur until 2008, and only with the approvals of Governors Spitzer and Corzine.
Metropolitan Area
Shortly after 9 AM Monday, January 8, 2007, I began
to notice an odor of seemed to be natural gas at my
office near NY Penn Station. Natural gas is odorless,
and the addition of methyl mercaptan gives it its noticeable smell. Almost immediately terrorism was ruled out,
and the initial reports had cities in New York and New
Jersey pointing fingers at each other as the cause of
rd
the odor. PATH suspended service to the WTC and 33
Street. I received an email alert from NJ Transit informing me of the PATH service suspension and the fact that
NJ Transit was cross-honoring PATH fare cards. I cannot ever remember this happening before. Service was
restored just before 11 AM. At week’s end, the source of
the odor still remained a mystery.
Amtrak
While checking the current Fall-Winter timetable, I
noticed that there are listings for two Empire Service
trains thatare not yet operating. “Note 4” in the columns
for Trains #228/229 reads that service will begin on a
date to be announced. When they go into service, these
trains will operate as expresses between NY Penn Station and Albany. Their departure and arrival times will be
as follows: #228 – 7:40 AM NY Penn/9:50 AM Albany.
Train #229 departs Albany at 3:55 PM and arrives back
at NY Penn at 6:05 PM. As of mid-January, when this
column was completed, the service had not yet begun.
Election Day 2006
Railway Age and Progressive Railroading reported
the results of last November’s election where transit
questions were on the ballot. Voters in 13 states gave
the green light to 21 of 30 transportation-related measures, which authorized more than $40 billion to build
and improve public transit systems and highways.
California led the way with approval of three propositions. Proposition 1A mandates that taxes collected
from motor vehicles may only be used for transportation
improvements, while 1B authorizes issuance of $19.9
billion in bonds for rail and road transit projects. Proposition 1C sets aside $300 million to spur transit-related
development. Orange County voters renewed Measure
M, which is a half-cent sales tax that will provide $11.8

DATE
December 11

OPERATOR
CITY
LINE
Metra
Chicago North Central Line

Decem- Mid-Council of Albuber 11
Governments querque
and New Mexico DOT
Decem- Sacramento Sacraber 15
RTD
mento
December 19

10

RailRunner

Folsom Corridor

NOTES
1 station
(Grand/Cicero)
opens, Cragin
and Hermosa
close
1 station (Los
Lunas)
0.55 mile extension to Amtrak station

New Orleans
New
St.. Charles,
RTA
Orleans Canal Street. to Lee
Circle restored

Other Transit Systems
Boston, Massachusetts
In conjunction with the January 1 fare increase, commuter rail line timetables were reissued. All are now in
the glossy color format that was introduced on July 24,
2006 for the Providence/Stoughton Line, although these
are in the smaller size. The “T” notified customers that it
hoped that the switch to this more durable paper will
encourage riders to keep their copies rather than discard them so readily. Also in the smaller format was
(Continued on page 11 )
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issued an MBTA Fares and Passes folder. Thanks to
Todd Glickman for sending copies.
The E Line was restored to Heath Street as of December 29, 2006. Service on this half-mile stretch of the
Green Line was shut down for three months for track
repairs, forcing more than 2,000 daily riders to take
buses between Brigham Circle and Heath Street. This
means a return of the Bredas.
As has been previously reported, implementation of
CharlieCards, CharlieTickets, and new fares, has
brought an end to some long-standing quirks in Boston’s fare collection system. The Boston Globe reported: “For decades, ‘T’ riders in the western suburbs
have taken advantage of free outbound trips on the
Green Line, if they boarded at an above-ground station.
But those free rides home, especially for thousands of
fans after Red Sox games, ended with the January 1
fare increase that also gets rid of a bevy of historical
MBTA fare anomalies, which also include exit fares at
some Red Line stations. The overhaul will make the
fares equitable for all riders.” If you get on the train, you
should know that it’s $1.70, and it is the same as if you
are on the Red, Green, Orange, Blue, or Silver Line.
The free outbound rides — west of Kenmore on the B,
C and D and west of Symphony on the E, have been
around so long that current “T” officials do not know
exactly how they started. Local rail historians say zoned
fares existed ever since the Green Line's Kenmore-toBrookline Village run opened in 1847. In the late 1970s
or early 1980s, when the system began using the same
streetcars that are still on the Mattapan Line, it proved
faster for passengers to get on and off the two-door
cars without outbound fares. "If you don't build an entirely controlled system from the beginning . . . it gets
interesting," said John Reading, editor of The Callboy,
the monthly publication of the Massachusetts Bay Railroad Enthusiasts. "We are betwixt and between, and
we'll see what happens." As a result, some riders will be
paying more, and some will be paying less.
Several emails that Todd sent addressed complaints
to The Boston Globe and hopefully also MBTA about
the myriad of problems that riders have had with the
CharlieCards. Cards did not work, monthly passes were
not received, and, if they were, they were the wrong
kind. MBTA officials were working to straighten out the
teething problems with their new fare collection system.
On Wednesday, January 10, Train #322 (1:15 PM
Lowell/North Station) struck a track maintenance vehicle
that was stopped while the workers were replacing ties
on the Boston-bound tracks between the Mishawum
station and the Montvale Avenue crossing in Woburn
since just after the morning rush hour. Two of the workers were killed and four others were critically injured.
Ten of the 43 passengers aboard the train requested
11

medical treatment. MBTA officials were investigating
why Train #322 was not switched over to the adjacent
track. The Boston Globe reported that the switches are
remotely set from an operations center on Cobble Hill
Road in Somerville, which controls train movements
north of Boston. “T” officials said four inbound trains had
been rerouted without incident through the work site
prior to the accident. Four outbound trains also passed
the area safely. The following day, investigators ruled
out mechanical problems and were focusing on human
error. A Dispatcher, who was on duty at the time in the
control center, was put on administrative leave pending
the results of the investigation.
Todd commutes on this line, and when he learned of
this accident he devised a “Plan B” to get home. Here is
his report. “Given the bustitution between Winchester
and Anderson/Woburn, and the knowledge that thousands of people per hour would need to be accommodated - with likely too few buses - I elected to take different route home. From Kendall/MIT at 5 PM, I took the
Red Line to South Station, and then the Silver Line to
Logan Airport, where I arrived at 5:28 PM. I caught the
5:30 ‘Logan Express’ that goes to Woburn — the same
Anderson Regional Transportation Center that serves
the Commuter Rail where my car was parked. The
Logan Express bus cost me $11, but I was at the Anderson RTC by 6:15 PM, and home by 6:30 PM. There
were reports of people who used the train/bustitution
having 2-3 hour trips.” So you see why it pays to know
about alternate routes. I can remember when I was a
Motorman (yes that was my title) oftentimes when there
were service disruptions, you would be amazed that
some people only knew ONE way to get to/from work.”
More rolling stock will be coming to MBTA. According
to a report in The Boston Globe, bid openings have
been set for March 6 for 38 locomotives and on March
22 for 75 bi-level coaches. The “T” has budgeted $310
million for the purchase — $120 million for the locomotives and $190 million for the coaches. It is expected
that federal grants will fund some of these purchases.
The bid for locomotives and coaches could be awarded
in the fall, with delivery over a period of three to five
years, officials said. New equipment is needed because
the current fleet is aging and ridership is increasing – up
3.4% in the first nine months of 2006. Presently, the
fleet is comprised of 410 coaches, including 140 bi-level
and 270 single-level coaches, and 80 locomotives.
Daily requirements are 333 coaches and 56 locomotives. Those numbers will increase to 357 coaches and
60 locomotives when the Greenbush Line begins service this summer. About 74,000 passengers are carried
on an average weekday. Thanks to Todd for these reports.
Rochester, New York
The city of Rochester has secured a $300,000 federal
grant to study whether to fill in the abandoned (since
(Continued on page 12)
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July 1, 1956) subway tunnels. Until stopped by a concerned citizens group, using the slogan “Chill the Fill,”
Rochester was about to spend $20 million to fill in those
tunnels. Thanks to member Karl Groh for this report.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Thanks to member Lee Winson, who sent the following three reports. “The city of Philadelphia arranged
special New Year's celebrations at Penn’s Landing. To
accommodate visitors, SEPTA’s Regional Rail ran extra
trains on most lines well after midnight (most Regional
Rail lines shut down around midnight). I noticed a number of young people boarding trains for Center City earlier on New Year's Eve, but I don't know how well the
outbound service performed. There was a large crowd
of people boarding at Princeton Junction for New York.
“SEPTA has reduced the parking fee at its new
Bridge-Pratt Frankford elevated terminal parking garage. The rates are Daily Parking – Monday-Friday $3,
Saturday-Sunday $2, and monthly about $2 a day depending on frequency.”
“I don't know the actual numbers, but noticed a number of Eagles football fans using Regional Rail trains to
get to the stadium for the big game between them and
the Jets on Sunday, January 7, 2007. They transferred
to the Broad Street Subway at Fern Rock to go directly
to the stadium by special express trains. (The Fern
Rock transfer between the subway and Regional Rail
was built in the 1980s for the Railworks reconstruction
project. No transfer at that location existed before, although the former Logan train station was atop the
Broad Street Subway Logan station.)”
SEPTA issued a new timetable for the R5-Lansdale/
Doylestown which restored midday service. Thanks to
member Gregory Campolo for sending copies.
Member David W. Safford wrote that, “SEPTA announced a short-term budget fix which involves canceling most capital projects next year. As all expansion
projects have long since been on hold or abandoned,
this means a clamp on track work and station upgrades.
I suspect, but do not know, that the Paoli track upgrade
may be down the tubes.”
Member Henry J. Adamcik (via member Ray Berger)
had some compliments as well as these comments
about some recent columns.
“1. December, 2006 — You are, indeed, quite right:
the Red Arrow converted its Ardmore Rail Line to busses forty years ago, in December, 1966. This was not,
however, the end of rail operations on West Chester
Pike, which continued until Winter, 1971-72, when the
Llanerch car barn (under SEPTA, by then) was closed
and Sharon Hill/Media Shops were moved into the Market-Frankford Shop complex. A total of eleven nonrevenue trips were scheduled Monday-Friday as part of
regular run assignments to rotate cars for routine main12

tenance. Eleven went outbound after the AM rush, with
four returning at that time and seven in the PM for
PM Rush service. I witnessed at least one revenue
movement during either the winter of 1967 or 1968 on
my way home in the PM. It had started to snow and the
West Chester Pike service was tied up. A rail car (an 80
car) was commandeered and sent into revenue service
to Llanerch to get some of the crowd home.
“Today, the old Ardmore Rail Line is but a shadow of
itself running weekdays only and mostly hourly with
half-hourly service in the peak hours.
2. “January, 2007 — PLEASE, PLEASE!!!!! DON'T
EVER REFER TO THE PHILADELPHIA 8000 SERIES
CARS AS ‘PETER WITT’ CARS. That term was never
used here! They were either ‘Eight Thousands’ or
‘Eighty-Hunnerts.’” So now we know.
Member Bob Wright also commented on the Red Arrow item, some of which were similar to Henry’s
(above). “For the most part, there remains today, only a
th
small yard in the Pike's median just west of 69 Street,
which serves as car storage, and most cars were kept
there, returning to the barn only when necessary.”
Washington, D.C. area
As requested by members of the community, the Yellow Line was extended to the Fort Totten Metrorail station during off-peak hours as of Sunday, December 31,
2006. The new extended service adds five extra stops
on the northern end of the line and provides additional
off-peak rail service to the Shaw-Howard University, U
Street/African-American Civil War Memorial/Cardozo,
Columbia Heights, and Georgia Avenue-Petworth stations. Weekday off-peak service (9:30 AM to 3 PM) operates every six minutes. Weeknight (after 7 PM) and
weekend service runs every 7-10 minutes. This is an
18-month pilot project, and its $18.5 million cost is being
paid by the District of Columbia.
For the funeral for former President Gerald R. Ford,
Metrorail operated additional train service. There were
other events, including a Redskins football game and
end-of-the-year events. Six-car trains were operated on
all lines, and extra trains were available as needed.
Metrorail provided the following service information: On
Saturday, December 30, 2006, the public viewing of
President Ford’s body began at 7:30 PM in the U.S.
Capitol Rotunda and the Redskins had an 8 PM game
at FedEx Field. Metrorail had 10 extra trains strategically stationed throughout the system to make sure passengers got to their destinations. 15 extra trains were
available on Sunday, December 31 and 17 on Monday,
January 1. On both days, trains operated on a weekend
schedule. Normal weekday service resumed on Tuesday at 5 AM.
The former President’s body laid in state at the Capitol
until Tuesday morning for a funeral service at the National Cathedral. It was recommended that those going
to the U.S. Capitol over the weekend to pay respects to
(Continued on page 13 )
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the former President use these Metrorail stations: Capitol South and Eastern Market on the Blue and Orange
Lines, Union Station and Judiciary Square on the Red
Line, and L’Enfant Plaza on the Green and Yellow
Lines.
South Florida
Metro-Dade suffered the first train derailment in its 22year history. On December 21, 2006 at 11:51 AM, a
northbound train went off the tracks about ¼ mile south
of the Dadeland North station. About 50 passengers
were walked to the station by rescue workers and nine
requested to be examined by the paramedics who were
on scene. Seven went to area hospitals. The Miami
Herald reported the cause of the derailment was an
antenna, which is mounted to the front of each vehicle,
falling off the fifth car while the train was over the
switches between the Dadeland North and South stations. The derailed car was dragged about 300 yards
before the power was automatically cut off. Limited service was provided for much of the rest of the day. Miami
opened its heavy rail system (it is not a subway) on May
20, 1984, and the current daily ridership is 60,000.
Thanks to Karl Groh for this report.
New Orleans, Louisiana
On December 19, 2006, after I completed my column
for the January Bulletin, I received an email from member Frank Pfuhler that New Orleans RTA had re-started
trolley service on the St. Charles Line, from Canal
Street to Lee Circle. This is the initial phase of a threepart project that is expected to last at least 15 months.
Next will be Lee Circle to Napoleon Avenue, which is
expected to open by summer. The final segment, from
Napoleon to the terminus on Carrollton Avenue, will not
be finished until spring or early summer of 2008. Service had not operated since Hurricane Katrina, August
29, 2005. The last report that I had told of the entire line
being back this fall, so this certainly is good news.
Member Ron Yee and his wife spent three days in
New Orleans during Christmas week, and sent the following report. Besides enjoying the culinary delights,
there was ample time to ride the vintage Perley Thomas
St. Charles street cars, which are temporarily operating
on the Canal Street and Riverfront Lines.
“The street car system of New Orleans was devastated after New Orleans was hit by Hurricane Katrina's
130+ mph winds that created a storm surge that caused
numerous levee failures, flooding many parts of the city
under 2-15 feet of water for weeks. The FTA-funded,
heavily built infrastructure of the ‘new’ Canal Street Line
proved its mettle through the storm; the roadbed, track
and catenary support structures all weathered the storm
well (one case where it was worth building an LRT infrastructure to standards which many of us have often
joked about looking strong enough to be able to accom13

modate high-speed TGVs or resembling Amtrak's
Northeast Corridor with Acelas). In relatively short time,
the catenary was re-strung and temporary power transformers (one borrowed from Boston's MBTA) had the
line ready to resume service just a few months after
Katrina had hit. However, the fancy new ‘old look’ ADAcompliant (handicapped-accessible) trolleys purchased
to equip this line as well as the touristy Riverfront Line
serving the corridor spanning from the famous and historic French Quarter to the Convention Center did not
fare as well. The new car barn they were stored at was
located on an inexpensive parcel of land that was below
sea level. It spent several weeks under 3+ feet of brackish water, the salty water totally wrecking all underfloor
components. (For all you bus fans out there, a large
portion of the city bus fleet was lost in this manner, too,
flooded up to the fareboxes). One of these million-dollar
LRVs is currently off the property for evaluation and pilot program rebuild to see if it is in fact a feasible thing
to do with that entire car fleet instead of replacing them.
In the meanwhile, the almost century-old Carrollton car
barn that housed the 1920s Perley Thomas street cars,
being above sea-level, protected the historic car fleet,
which came through unscathed and ready to run after
the storm and floodwaters receded. Unfortunately, the
ROW of the equally historic St. Charles Line the historic
cars operated on was, in parts, under water for several
days. Press and railfan reports told tales of how the
track, track bed, and catenary systems were totally destroyed by the hurricane. In an almost comical sense,
while one line had a fleet of streetcars ready to run but
no tracks to run on, the other two lines lost almost their
entire car fleet to the flooding but had track and power
that would be relatively easy to restore. So, in a deft
move, New Orleans decided to get the infrastructure of
two lightly damaged lines restored and operate with
some of the cars from the crippled line. Granted, the
historic cars are not ADA-compliant, but a supplemental
parallel bus service addresses that obligation. So, for
the time being, until at least late 2007, a unique situation exists in New Orleans, the opportunity to ride and
photograph the historic green-painted streetcars on two
lines they do not operate over on a regular basis!
Hence, my willingness to fly on an airliner during the
peak of the holiday season at the beginning of the winter weather season filled with blizzards and snow/ice
storms, something I am usually unwilling to do.
“I have a few general comments about the entire
streetcar system in New Orleans, a reflection of their
entire public transport system.
“1. The damage to the ROW (right-of-way) of the historic St. Charles Line appears to be far less severe than
I had been led to believe. During this trip, I walked a
portion of the St. Charles Line from Loyola University/
Audubon Park to part of Carrollton Avenue to personally
inspect the ROW. The catenary poles appear to be un(Continued on page 14)
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damaged, no leaning or fallen posts/masts. Most still
have a feeder cable or two strung up between them,
also with no excess tension or slack caused by misalignment. However, all of the horizontal catenary supports and trolley wires are missing. While I can see the
trolley wire being downed by the storm, I can't believe
that ALL of the horizontal supports and brackets ‘fell off’
exclusively from Mother Nature's wrath. Someone removed them; either NORTA or scavengers looking for
scrap copper.
“2. Also encouraging is the fact that almost all of the
magnificent oak trees lining the ROW have survived. I
had imagined scenes of toppled and uprooted trees,
their extensive root systems ripping up large sections of
track and leaving giant holes in the ground. No such
thing. As expected, the rails are covered with a year's
worth of silt, mud, and soil. Of course the rail is rusted
to a dark brown color but for the speeds the trolley used
to run at, it should not be a major issue in most sections. The catenary can be re-strung, new transformers
and feeders would be needed, and turnouts and
switches would need to be replaced, as would a few
bad sections of rail. The ties may have gotten waterlogged, but that is not different from the norm as the
entire ROW was always covered with verdant green
grass and had people jogging on its soft relatively
smooth surface. Drainage on the line was never much
good, anyway.
“3. It almost looks like the city has simply decided not
to put the restoration of the St. Charles Line on the priority list. Sadly, as much as I'd like to see the historic
line restored as quickly as possible, I almost have to
agree with their decision. I rode the #12 substitute bus
service beyond Lee Circle and noted the light volume of
ridership. Most buses, on a 9" to 15" daytime headway
(30" after 7 PM), operated with less than full seated
loads. The tourist traffic has simply not returned and the
residents along the line have, unfortunately, responded
to the poor bus service by getting behind the wheel of
their cars. With the massive loss of business and jobs in
the city, there are no traffic jams, making the option to
drive even more attractive. It puts the transit system into
a potentially never-ending downward spiral, significant
losses of buses and LRVs and loss of housing for RTA
workers to run the system resulting in the ability to run
only a basic level of service with the remainder of the
fleet and employees. This in turn, drives away what's
left of the ridership that has the option to drive. Declining ridership causes more red ink with service on more
routes being slashed, making a bad situation worse and
worse.
“4. The massive loss of housing in the city has many
RTA employees living far out of town. Many of them left
on August 29, 2005 and never came back. With such a
14

loss of personnel, any contemplation of service improvements is hampered by a lack of operators, maintainers and support staff. We took a ‘Post-Hurricane
Katrina Tour’ of the severely impacted sections of the
city. It's sorrowful, miles and miles of devastation. It
really resembles a third world country, hard to believe
that our own government has permitted these conditions to persist over 16 months after the hurricane. Only
¼ of the residents and businesses show any evidence
of re-building their lost or damaged properties. The rest
are dismal wrecks, rotting, molding, decaying, and collapsing into oblivion. Many houses or empty land plots
still have filthy piles of wreckage/debris sitting curbside
for commercial carting services to haul away. It will take
years, if ever, to get back to any sense of normalcy.
Since 1986, we visited New Orleans four times and had
seen and experienced the vibrancy of the place. Now,
the spirit is just gone. The French Quarter tries to put up
a brave face and try to look and feel like the old days,
but it just isn't there. Even Bourbon Street is deserted
after 10 PM. One good thing is that most of the panhandlers and criminal elements hanging out all over the city
in years past are now gone.”
Member Frank Miklos added these interesting comments: “The St. Charles street car line was scheduled to
be closed for about a year to permit the refurbishment
of its power distribution system. This was to have been
done during 2006 but was moved up after Katrina.
There were three substations all at the same location in
the middle of the line. Under the refurbishment, only
one substation will remain at the original location. The
two others will be relocated to the northern and southern ends of the line. The work should be completed by
the end of 2007. The grass between the rails will have
to be replaced, but in recent years it has been getting
trampled by joggers and others. Maybe they should install Astroturf, which will stand up to the abuse that the
grass takes.”
“Let's hope that the 2000-series cars can re-enter service with new electrical gear. Except for the track
gauge, it would be nice if New Orleans could borrow
cars from other cities to provide a service similar to the
F Line in San Francisco on Canal Street. If SEPTA had
not scrapped its remaining PCCs it would have been
nice to obtain some of them for interim service possibly
on the St. Charles Line. As they say, timing is everything. As far as I know the track and roadbed were done
only a few years ago and may still be good.”
Chicago, Illinois
The Chicago Transit Authority continued its tradition of
offering penny rides on New Year’s Eve. Riders of CTA
buses and trains paid only a penny from 8 PM New
Year’s Eve until 6 AM New Year’s Day. Additionally, several bus and rail routes provided later service. Thanks
to Bob Hansen for this report.
(Continued on page 15 )
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Chesterton, Indiana
As of December 11, 2006, Hegewisch, one of NICTD’s
busiest stations, has high-level platforms. This should
reduce the dwell time of trains markedly.
Salt Lake City, Utah
Rail Transit On Line reported that the Utah Transit Authority has purchased 15 Comet I (Sliders) from NJ
Transit. Previously, UTA had acquired 30 ex-Metra gallery cars, but when service begins in 2008, the gallery
cars will not be in service. UTA spokesman Justin Jones
said the “Metra double-deckers were obtained at no
cost (other than shipping) and, at the time they were
available, were the best means to provide the necessary passenger capacity for the project. When the Comets became available, they were found to be a more
cost-effective solution to meeting our needs.” At the present time, the numbers of the cars involved were not
available. When this was written, the cars were still in
New Jersey pending overhaul, for which an RFP has
been issued. There is an option to purchase 14 additional Comets. UTA has also purchased 10 bi-level
coaches and 12 bi-level cabs from Bombardier.
Seattle, Washington
The first of 35 Kinki Sharyo LRVs arrived in Seattle
during November, 2006, and the second in late December, and beginning in May, two cars are to be delivered
each month. Each car is 95 feet in length, 8.7 feet wide,
and 12.1 feet high. Sound Transit is paying $139 million
for this fleet.
Portland, Oregon
th
Beginning January 14, 29 bus lines that operate on 5
th
and 6 Avenues in downtown Portland were moved to
make way for Portland Mall Light Rail construction. This
diversion will last for approximately two years. Buses
will return to the Mall in spring 2009. The Portland Mall
project is part of the 8.3-mile I-205/Portland Mall MAX
Light Rail Project. This is TriMet's fifth MAX extension
th
th
and will add light rail to 5 and 6 Avenues between
Union Station and Portland State University, and between Gateway Transit Center and Clackamas Town
Center. When it opens in September, 2009, it will be the
first light rail extension into Clackamas County and will
serve the heart of downtown to PSU.
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada
Karl Groh wrote this very disappointing report from
Canada’s capital. “Some bad news from their capital
city, where it seems that unlike Toronto, Calgary, and
Edmonton, electric light rail cannot get to first base. The
Ottawa City Council killed the $778 million light rail project so they won't start work on a North South line anytime soon. The City has already spent $65 million on
the project and cancellation will cost many millions
more. The Siemens-PCL-Dufferin DBOM contractors
have put in claims for damages and lawyers are salivat15

ing at more expected lawsuits. Local business interests
dislike the fact that downtown streets will have to be
torn up to install trackage and that will be bad for them.
So the tail will wag the dog as proponents of LRT rightly
claim that lawsuits will eat up at least half of the money
that the line would cost and the city will wind up with
nothing as it had been determined that LRT would have
relieved much downtown traffic congestion. There is
hope that the Council may change its mind but not all
that much as the noisy businessmen seemingly have
their way.”
Jerusalem, Israel
From member David Klepper comes this end-of-theyear report from The Jerusalem Post. Much has happened since December, 2005. In 12 months, the consortium building the light rail project has raised $2 billion, construction of tracks is underway in four areas,
and the first tracks were laid in a ceremony during November, 2006. Half of the rails that will be required are
already in Israel, and the first car is under construction
in France.
Taipei, Taiwan
This island nation has an electric high-speed train as
of January 5, which ties together 94 per cent of the cities. The New York Times reported that it operates under some very unusual working conditions. Train Operators are German or French, and are only permitted to
speak English with Taiwanese traffic controllers. Displays in cabs are also in English. Eventually, these operators will be replaced by Taiwanese operators, and at
that time the system will switch over to Chinese. The
trainsets are of the Japanese bullet train design, while
the tracks were originally designed by British and
French engineers. The line is 215 miles in length. Initially there will be 19 trains in each direction daily. Eventually the system will be capable of handling 88 trains in
each direction. Fares are competitive with air fares. One
example cited, $44, was two-thirds of the price of an
airline ticket between the same cities.
From the History Files
75 Years Ago: On February 27, 1932, the Charles station on the Cambridge-Dorchester Line opened. Today,
this station is part of the Red Line.
50 Years Ago: In February 1957, in an effort to boost
ridership, the New Haven Railroad placed into service a
lightweight trainset. The Roger Williams was a Budddesigned RDC with two single-unit cab units. The two
cab units (140 and 141) were designated as model
“RDC-A”, while the intermediate cars (160-163) were
model “RDC-B.” It spent most of its time in Boston commuter service before being acquired by Amtrak. 160-3
were sold to MARC. The two cab units are fully restored
and operational, and can be found at the Danbury Railway Museum in Connecticut.
News items and comments concerning this column may be
emailed to NYDnewseditor@aol.com.
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TECH TALK
by Jeffrey Erlitz
And you thought you were never going to see this!
Bids were opened on January 18 for contract C-26002,
Contract 1 for the Second Avenue Subway. Only two
bids were received, as follows:
VENDOR NAME

BID AMOUNT

Skanska/Schiavone Construction/
Shea Construction

$337,025,000

Dragados/Judlau Contracting

$497,777,380

Construction Contract One includes the construction
nd
rd
of the tunnels between E. 92 and E. 63 Streets, the
construction of the launch box for the tunnel boring mand
th
chine (TBM) at E. 92 to E. 95 Streets, and constructh
tion of access shafts at E. 69 and E. 72nd Streets. It is
expected that the first surface work for this contract will
take place in the first quarter of 2007 in the vicinity of
s
th
the launch box, E. 91 t to E. 95 Streets. Contract One
is expected to be 39 months in duration.
The joint venture of Dragados and Judlau had previously won the contract to construct the Manhattan tunnels for the LIRR East Side Access project.
Two other bid openings for construction contracts took
th
place in January. On the 10 , the joint venture of
Schiavone Construction and Citnalta Construction produced the low bid of $108,886,000 for contract A35927, the rehabilitation of the Jay Street-Lawrence
Street complex in Brooklyn. This long-awaited contract
will also provide a new underground free transfer between the ACF and NR lines.
On the following day, Welsbach Electric Corporation
submitted a low bid of $46,658,000.00 for contract E31290-R, the rehabilitation of eight ventilation plants in
various locations.
Bids were scheduled to be opened on January 24 for
the third and final phase of the White Plains Road
(25) Line signal rehabilitation. This will provide not
th
only a new signal system for the East 180 Street Yard
and the main line north of the station but also a reconfiguration of the track arrangement there. Once com-

pleted, southbound 2 trains coming from Bronx Park
East and southbound 5 trains coming from Morris Park
th
will be able to enter East 180 Street station at the
same time without conflict. In addition to a new relay
th
room at East 180 Street, there will be a new relay
room at Bronx Park East with its own Maintainer’s control panel located within.
There had been a question posted on the SubChat
website regarding the two automatic signals sitting on
the platforms at the currently unused Cortlandt Street
th
station on the IRT 7 Avenue (1) Line. These two signals were mounted horizontally and suspended from the
ceiling before the line was reconstructed after 9/11.
When the temporary walls were installed near the platform edges, there was not sufficient clearance to mount
these two signals in the normal fashion so they were
temporarily installed vertically. When the station is eventually finished, these two signals will have to be remounted in the usual fashion.
There were 10 M-1s in service on the Long Island Rail
Road on January 8, but all were out of service at Hillside on the 10th. An era has apparently ended on the
LIRR.
Construction started on December 27 for environmental work at Morris Park. This $5.9 million project
was awarded to The Franklin Company Contractors
who will remediate petroleum contaminated soil and
groundwater.
Renovations of the Lindenhurst station building were
essentially completed on December 26. New architectural finishes were installed as well as new entrance
doors and vintage light fixtures. Two east end stairs
were replaced and the platform-level waiting room was
renovated as well. This station, as well as Amityville and
Copiague, were opened to the public on August 7, 1973
when the grade crossing elimination project in that area
was completed. The station at Lindenhurst was actually
relocated almost one third of mile east of its former location when the elevation was placed in service.
Jeff may be contacted via email at jbe456@optonlinenet.

NYCT PRESIDENT REUTER RESIGNS
On January 3, MTA New York City Transit President
Lawrence G. Reuter, the agency’s longest-serving
leader, resigned his position. His last day will be February 9.
Reuter rejoined NYC Transit in February, 1996, replacing Alan F. Kiepper, after running the Washington
Metropolitan Area Transportation Authority; he had previously been with NYC Transit in the 1980s in several
positions, most recently Senior Vice President for
16

Buses.
MTA’s press release cited NYC Transit’s key role in
the resurgence of New York City in the 1990s and its
recovery from the 9/11 terrorist attacks in 2001 as being
among Reuter’s accomplishments.
He will be moving to Florida, where he will work for an
office of a major consulting firm.
At press time, no successor had been named.

NEW YORK DIVISION BULLETIN - FEBRUARY, 2007

ROCKAWAY SENIORITY LIST
In the July, 2006 issue, we explained that there was originally a separate seniority list for Rockaway crews. We have
received several comments on this subject, including the following one from Ed Davis, author of the book They Moved
the Millions.
(A member) kindly sent me a recent Bulletin discussing the Rockaway Division and crews. I won’t say I’m
totally accurate but will share my experience in correction of one item.
First, I did work some rush hour E trains (as a Conductor in 1966) that were Rockaway-bound, and, indeed, crews changed at Euclid; we did not go through,
rush hour or not. I was relieved at Euclid and relieved a

Rockaway Conductor for my northbound trip. A trains
were still turning at Euclid or Lefferts.
Rockaway was all R-1 to R-9, as I recall. The Rockaway Division was a closed shop. No IND men could
work it even though qualified in training unless no Rockaway man was available (and rare they weren't, the
hogs)...could work OT (overtime) in RDOs (regular days
off) or extra shifts before a straight-time IND extra man
or OT RDO man could work. And they made the money,
trust me...and correct — the Rockaway Division was
abolished with the Chrystie/IND-BMT merger and B-2
(former IND) crews worked it, since that was mentioned
as a possible fact.

Around New York’s Transit System

train two minutes before the scheduled starting time.
The Conductor must make public address announcements one minute before the scheduled departure.
When the starting lights are lit, the Conductor must announce, “Stand clear of the closing doors, please,” and
close the doors. Trains should leave no later than 15
seconds after the scheduled leaving time.
Train Door Failures En Route
Conductors investigating door failures must never
close all doors when checking them. If they descend to
the trackway or go to the platform, they must open the
emergency brake valve and pass the Train Operator
one long buzzer signal. The Conductor should open and
close the doors a second time, locate the car with the
illuminated guard light, and attempt to solve the problem.
Door Cut-Out Procedure
Before cutting out a door, the Conductor must follow
the procedure outlined in the above paragraph. He/she
should use the Master Door Control at the Conductor’s
operating position to close the section with the defective
door. The good section’s doors must be left open. The
Conductor must go to the car with the defective door,
insert the standard cab door key into the door cut-out
switch, and rotate it to the off position. He/she must
manually close the door panel, move the door cut-out
key switch to the normal position momentarily, turn the
door cut-out key switch to cut-out position, and remove
the key. The Conductor must verify that the door is
locked by attempting to open it.
Announcement at Brooklyn Bridge Station
Although 6 trains carry passengers around the City
Hall loop, the automated announcement system still
announces, “last stop,” when the train stops at Brooklyn
Bridge. To correct this error, Conductors must override
the automated announcement with the following: “This
is the last downtown stop on this train. The next stop
will be Brooklyn Bridge-City Hall on the uptown platform.”

(Continued from page 18)

they stand next to that door.
“R-62As 1761-5 and 1906 were on the north end of a
7 local on January 4 at 1850 hrs northbound from
Grand Central to Flushing. Car 1906, a single unit, was
at the north end of the consist with small cabs at both
ends; the north end of car 1761 had its converted fullwidth cab reduced to the smaller configuration. There
have been at least two sets like this on 7 and there are
two counterpart sets made up of 11 single unit R-62As.
The railfan window exists on BOTH ends of these two
equipment sets.”
The next day, Ron reported another 7 train made up
of two five-car units with a single car at the north end:
N-2051-1811-2-3-4-5-1791-2-3-4-5-S.
Inoperable Horn/Whistle on Operating Cab
Before leaving a terminal, the Train Operator must test
the horn at the operating position. If the horn is inoperable and it cannot be corrected, the train must not be
allowed to leave in revenue service. When the train is
cut, the horn must be tested in the new operating position. If the train is not in the station when the horn fails,
the train must proceed at restricted speed and discharge passengers at the next station. After the passengers have been discharged, the train must proceed at
restricted speed to the nearest siding or yard.
Speed of Work Trains
Work trains operating on main line tracks must not
exceed 25 miles per hour on straight track and 15 miles
per hour on curves. The Vak-Trak vacuum trains must
not exceed 35 miles per hour on straight and curved
track. Refuse collection, track geometry/Sperry cars,
and shop transfer trains consisting of cars that are OK
for service should be operated according to rules applicable to passenger trains.
Starting Lights
Train crews must be at their operating positions on the
17
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Around New York’s Transit System
Proposed Flushing Line Extension
MTA expects to build a 1.1-mile extension of the
th
th
Flushing Line from Times Square to 34 Street-11 Avenue. To finance this project, $2 billion in bonds were
sold early in December, 2006. $1.35 billion will be spent
for subway construction and the rest will be used to acquire property. We expect to publish a detailed account
in a future issue.
Strange Things are Happening on the Flushing Line
Member Ron Yee filed the following report:
“As a regular commuter on 7 from Woodside to

Grand Central, I have been noticing for the past two
months, some 7 consist sets running with two five-car
unitized sets on the south end with a single unit on the
north end. In all but one case, the north full width cab of
the north five-car set was converted back to the ⅓-cab
configuration to provide access to the single unit on the
north end of the train. The converted full-width cab still
has the glued-on foam rubber extra insulation on the
doorframe next to the locked-up cab. I wonder how long
that will last with passengers fooling around with it as
(Continued on page 17)

AUGUST BELMONT’S PRIVATE RAILROAD?
by Henry Raudenbush
A railfan recently asked Henry Raudenbush whether there
is (or was) a platform on the IRT that led to the story/myth
that August Belmont had his private car Mineola load up at
the Belmont Hotel or the Waldorf Hotel, then motor over via
his IRT to Atlantic Avenue, and across a then-existing connecting track to the Long Island Rail Road, thence to Belmont
Park to watch the Belmont Stakes race. With Henry’s permission, here is an edited version of his response.
The Grand Central platform would have had nothing to
do with the Belmont story. In the days when Belmont
really owned the IRT, the Lexington Avenue Line did not
exist yet, and the 1904 subway was at the opposite end
of Grand Central Terminal, in the station now used by
the shuttle. Although there are some “artist’s conceptions” showing connections from the Grand Central Terminal loop tracks to the IRT, nothing of the sort ever
existed.
As to a possible boarding location, neither the old
Waldorf (on the site of the Empire State Building) nor
the present (1929) Waldorf-Astoria were near the original 1904 IRT. The original line curved from Park Avenue
nd
into E. 42 Street under private property on the southwest corner, the location later occupied by the Airlines
Terminal building, which was later occupied by an Automat. In 1904, this site was occupied by the Belmont
Hotel. I have heard rumors that there was an entry from
the basement of that hotel into the subway tunnel, but
there is no obvious trace and no space for a platform.
Structural provision for an LIRR connection is quite
obvious at the Flatbush Avenue LIRR terminal. The connection would have continued from the ends of LIRR
Tracks 5 and 6, converging into a single track, which
would curve around into the northbound IRT local track.
The space for this track is quite obvious. There is a ladder of slip switches that would have provided a connection from the other IRT tracks. However, there has always been doubt as to whether the connecting track
18

was ever actually installed or, if so, ever used. Some
have claimed that the IRT had a short siding in that
space, but it could only have held one or at most two
cars — and what purpose might that serve? Running
the IRT business car Mineola to the Belmont Park race
track would be an obvious use of a connection to the
LIRR, but awfully hard to document. So far as I have
heard, nobody has ever found anything indicating any
revenue service by that route, although Herman Rinke
spoke of an old-timer with a fairly clear memory who
claimed to have seen such an operation. A minor difficulty is that the IRT’s third rail is about two inches closer
to the track than the LIRR’s; this would require some
means of dealing with this. A shoe extending as far as
the LIRR type would probably not clear on the IRT, and
an IRT shoe would be at risk of dropping down on the
gage side of the LIRR contact rail.
Another little teaser: If you go about two-thirds of the
way down the middle platform of the IRT Atlantic Avenue station, the row of columns on the west side of the
platform suddenly begins to curve inward for about
three or four columns. Beyond that point, the columns
continue in the original line. This almost looks like those
columns had been placed to clear a second connection,
from the IRT southbound express track over to the
LIRR, but I have never seen documentation of any such
thing. The most likely place to look would be in the contract drawings for Contract II, under which the IRT station was built. LIRR drawings of that corner of the LIRR
station (south and west of Track 1) show an oddly staggered wall, agreeing with the present wall there, and not
clearly providing for a connection. However, in about
1918 the BRT Brighton Line was built directly below at
that point, at the same time that the IRT was extended
beyond Atlantic Avenue. Structure providing space for
an IRT-LIRR connection there might have been torn out
at that time.
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SECOND AVENUE SUBWAY
CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT SIGNED
On March 20, 2007, the Metropolitan Transportation Authority announced that it had assigned the first contract for the construction
of the Second Avenue Subway. This $337
million contract was awarded to a joint venture of three companies: Skanska USA Civil,
Schiavone Construction, and J.F. Shea Construction. Their bid was about $13 million
less than the $350 million estimate.
Groundbreaking took place on April 12 at E.
99th Street and Second Avenue at the south
end of one of the three short disconnected
sections built in the 1970s. Layup tracks may
be installed in a portion or the entire previously built tunnel.
The first phase will extend from E. 96th
Street to E. 63rd Street, where the tracks will
be connected to the unused northerly tracks
under E. 63rd Street. It is believed that Q
trains, which currently terminate at 57th
Street-Seventh Avenue, will be rerouted via
63rd Street and the new subway to 96th
Street.
When construction starts, two lanes of traffic on Second Avenue between E. 96th and E.
92nd Streets will be closed while subsurface
structures are relocated. Six to eight months
later, the contractor will dig a giant hole at E.
93rd Street to lower the Tunnel Boring Machine 70 feet below the street. Meanwhile,
trucks will be delivering supplies and hauling
away soil and rocks. To avoid disturbing residents, work above ground is not allowed between 10 PM and 7 AM. The boring machine,
which should not disturb the residents, will

operate more or less continuously.
A newspaper article reveals that officials
are concerned about a $54 million overrun of
the $191 million estimate for acquiring property. To make room for fan chambers and
emergency exits, MTA will demolish five
buildings located at:
● Southwest corner of E. 97th Street and
Second Avenue
● Northwest corner of E. 83rd Street and
Second Avenue
● Northwest corner of E. 72nd Street and
Second Avenue
● Two buildings on the northwest corner
of E. 69th Street and Second Avenue
MTA will also buy portions of basements or
ground floors of 24 buildings to be used as
station entrances.
Work on the first phase, with stations at 96th
Street, 86th Street, and 72nd Street, should be
completed in 2013. If funds are available,
extensions will be in service as follows:
2014-2018

125th Street to 96th Street

2015-2018

63rd Street to Houston Street

2017-2020

Houston Street to Hanover Square

The original route of the Second Avenue
Subway was published in a September 16,
1929 newspaper. Plans showed a line extending from Pine Street via Water Street,
New Bowery, Chrystie Street, and Second
Avenue with two branches serving the northeast Bronx. The estimated cost of the line
(Continued on page 5)
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NEW YORK & STAMFORD RAILWAY COMPANY
CONSTRUCTION HISTORY
by Bernard Linder
Following is an incomplete construction history compiled from newspaper articles. The date listed is the date of
the article.
May 1, 1897
Work was begun on April 28 to connect White Plains, Port Chester, and Rye Beach. The
first ties were laid at 1:00 near the home of Captain Clark. Work was to be completed in
one year.
The company expected a bitter fight with the town of Rye because Apawamis Avenue had
not been deeded to the village. Proceedings were begun to condemn the area and open it
as a public street
March 6, 1898
Work has begun on a trolley line connecting Port Chester and Rye Beach, then through
Westchester Avenue to White Plains
April 8, 1898
Track was laid last fall from one block from the Port Chester station via Westchester Avenue towards White Plains. The single track in the middle of the road extended about 200
feet beyond the Port Chester line. Most of the track was covered with dirt and mud. Also
laid last fall was a track from Main Street and Westchester Avenue to the state line for the
extension to Connecticut. In the early part of March, the company laid 300 feet of track in
Apawamis Club. Track rails, ties, and tie plates were recently unloaded from New Haven
Railroad flat cars a half-mile west of the Port Chester station.
Rye storekeepers favored trolley because it would bring business, but owners of estates
were opposed
April 9, 1899
Yesterday a hearing was held on the extension from Rye to Rye Beach and Mamaroneck.
Residents were opposed to trolley cars on Boston Road, which was only 27 feet wide between Purdy Avenue and Apawamis Club, because they would have to drive on the
tracks. An agreement between the company and the Rye Protective Association stated
that the latter would not oppose building the trolley if it were routed on less important
streets
April 23, 1899
Another hearing was held in the Supreme Court yesterday to determine whether Rye
needs trolley cars. The Rye Protective Association, composed of 100 leading citizens, was
opposed. The resorts favored the trolley, but it had few other advocates. Merchants were
opposed to the trolley because Main Street was congested and most customers drove to
the stores
April 30, 1899
At another hearing held yesterday, the Association suggested that the trolley be built on a
private right-of-way or back roads
May 13, 1899
The company won its fight for a line from Rye to Rye Beach and Mamaroneck. The Highway Commission gave its consent a year ago, but construction was delayed by wealthy
residents’ injunction. These residents said that the trolley would destroy the fine highways
and the noisy crowds who flocked to the beach would create disturbances. The tradesmen
wanted the trolley and wanted the public to enjoy the beach
July 11, 1899
The company completed almost its entire line on July 9. About 150 laborers started working shortly after midnight and the electricians finished their work about 11:45 PM Sunday,
July 9. A small link on Purchase Street was not completed due to property owners’ objections. Many residents were indignant that the line was built
July 29, 1899
Larchmont Horse Railway applied for a franchise on Grove Avenue, Mamaroneck. A hearing was scheduled for August 7. The previous application was refused
August 27, 1899
On August 26, the company obtained a 99-year franchise for 600 feet on Purchase Street
from Purdy Avenue to the Apawamis Golf Grounds. It requested the north side of the
street because it had the consent of the majority of the owners, including the New Haven
Railroad, which was sympathetic to the company
September 30, 1899
Because the road was built against the wishes of the property owners, they complained
about the breakneck speed of the trolley cars on Apawamis Avenue and Forest Avenue
October 6, 1899
A fight began in 1897 when local authorities gave the company a franchise for trolley cars
(Continued on page 3)
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New York & Stamford Railway Company
(Continued from page 2)

October 31, 1899

November 2, 1899
November 6, 1899

November 20, 1899
December 7, 1899

December 10, 1899

December 23, 1899
March 31, 1900
June 16, 1900
July 7, 1900
September 22, 1900
October 13, 1900

on improved highways that they could use without the expense of grading or building
bridges. The Rye Protective Association carried the fight to the Supreme Court, which appointed three commissioners. Two favored the company, while one opposed. But the Supreme Court reversed their decision because the roads were improved at private citizens’
expense. Meanwhile, the company built an illegal line to Rye Beach by torchlight one Sunday night in June
On Sunday, October 29, the company laid tracks on Palisade Avenue, Grace Church
Street, and Milton Street. Fifty laborers worked from early in the morning until midnight,
when a car ran over the tracks. About 600 feet were needed to connect the line in Port
Chester with Rye Beach on Purchase Street, an extremely narrow street where property
owners secured an injunction
On October 31, the company filed an application in the Supreme Court to condemn the
property on Purchase Street
At 12:01 AM Sunday, November 5, one hundred men started laying tracks on Purchase
Street. The company obtained a majority of consents on Purchase Street by using the
value of the New Haven Railroad’s property. But there was still a 200-foot gap in front of
two stores whose owners objected. The company expected to harass them by having
crowds transfer there
There was a 100-foot gap in Rye. The company could not lay tracks because of an injunction
At a hearing on December 6, the company filed an application for a franchise on Boston
Road from Rye to Mamaroneck. Residents opposed this application. They believed that
one of the finest and most historic highways would be ruined if this request were granted.
In 1898, the company secured a franchise for Railroad Avenue, but could not build because the Supreme Court ruled that the company could not appropriate highways that
were built at private expense
At a meeting, Larchmont residents favored the Larchmont Horse Railroad Company, which
was run by local citizens. They were opposed to “Huckleberry” (Third Avenue Railway)’s
application for the extension. The Port Chester Street Railway Company (New York &
Stamford) filed an application for an extension via Barry Avenue, Railroad Avenue,
Mamaroneck Avenue, Tompkins Avenue, Union Avenue, High Street, Rushmore Street,
and Palmer Avenue. The residents were opposed to it
At a hearing, the Rye Protective Association was opposed to the company’s franchise on
Boston Road, which was used for pleasure driving and was improved at private expense
On March 29, the extension on Railroad Avenue from Rye to Harrison was placed in service
The line was extended to Rye Beach and Mamaroneck. The first cars ran June 10
The company extended its line through Purchase Street to the New Haven station. Cars
were running from Port Chester to Rye, Harrison, and Mamaroneck with a branch to Rye
Beach
Through cars were running from Port Chester to New Rochelle. Work was completed on
several hundred feet in Larchmont on September 16
As soon as consents were received, electric cars replaced horse cars in Larchmont Manor
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WHAT WOULD HAVE BEEN…
by William Vigrass
was only about a mile of (then) 75-mph track, and even
that was shortened if the turnout was thrown to the stub
track, with resultant "approach" speed. This was immediately before DRPA became eligible for UMTA
money. In due course we did get 46 new cars in 1980
from Canadian Vickers under license from The Budd
Company.
So it never happened. I looked into getting the Libertyliners from SEPTA, with a similar result. They would
have been used as Lindenwold Super Expresses, connecting with PRSL trains. And I had the liquor license
applications in my desk from both Pennsylvania and
New Jersey, to no avail. What might have been...
The author, a long-time ERA member, began working for
PATCO in 1968 as Supervisor of Traffic and Planning and
was promoted to several increasingly responsible managerial
positions. His favorite position at PATCO was Superintendent
of Equipment, 1972-84, with his own car shop that included a
machine shop, a welding shop, and an electrical/electronic
shop, and 100 skilled and mostly dedicated employees to
maintain 121 cars and a locomotive (his pet). Bill retired as
the Assistant General Manager/Administration in 1988, and
remains active in the transit consulting field.

The New York Times (Saturday, March 24, 2007)
published an article on the sole remaining R-11 car.
8013 was one of ten (8010-9) delivered by the Budd
Company in 1949. Billed as the “Million Dollar Train,”
the article goes on to say that it was the prototype of
what the Board of Transportation planned to operate on
the Second Avenue Subway, which it was planning to
build. The R-11s ultimately were rebuilt under contact
R-34.
This got me to thinking. In 1972-74 or thereabouts,
those R-11/R-34 cars were mostly out of service except
for a short train used on the Franklin Avenue Shuttle. At
the time, PATCO needed more cars, so I told my General Manager, Bob Johnston, about them, and he went
up to New York City to talk with the Transit Authority. He
was told that the cars were not for sale since they were
(then) their "best" (looking) cars and they would have a
serious PR situation if they sold their "million dollar
train.”
My proposed use would have been as two Ferry Avenue Locals, four-car maximum (on account of platform
length of the stub track), and two spare cars. Ferry Avenue is the first stop out of Camden, and most of the run
is at 40 mph, so the R-34s would have been OK. There

INTERESTING SUBWAY CAR FACTS
edited by Randy Glucksman
of seated passengers. This is not comfortable for either.
Where the interference is only temporary, it may be less
of a problem, for example at a longitudinal seat next to
a door.
New York took great pride in the arrangement of the
R-10 cars, because the cross seats were fitted into the
space between side wall posts, so the effective thickness of the wall there was only about ¾ inch. The additional space went to widen the aisle. In addition, by
squeezing the seats just a little, they widened the doors
from 46 inches, as on the R-1 to R-9 cars, to 50
inches. Some years later, when they went to longitudinal seats on the R-27, the seats had to be in a straight
row, so the effective wall thickness was that of the door
pockets, about 5½ inches. Quite a few square feet of
passenger space was lost. Also, to squeeze seven longitudinal seats in between doors, the doors were narrowed back - you guessed it - to 46 inches. To keep the
door glass interchangeable among all postwar cars
(except R-11 and R-15), the glass is the same width in a
narrower door, and the doors look like they are not fully
closed.

Included in a flood of emails that I recently received,
came one which commented that the next order of cars
for the Chicago Transit Authority will have longitudinal
“bowling alley” seating, instead of transverse seating.
The writer felt that one of the pleasures of riding the
"L"s is the ability to observe the passing scene. He
wrote that first they eliminated the jump seat adjacent to
the front window of the car by installing a full-width cab,
and now they are eliminating transverse seating. CTA,
like most transit systems across America, has been experiencing a growth in ridership.
Another writer opined that this is an old chestnut,
which has happened in most cities. The problem is that
the executives do not regularly ride the system. When
they visit a totally empty car in the carbuilder's plant, a
longitudinal-seat car appears to be roomier than a
cross-seat car and it seems to have more capacity. The
truth is that when you include leg room for seated passengers, a two-passenger seat of transit car dimensions
occupies a square, so it takes the same amount of
space whether it is placed longitudinally or transversely. The only way you gain anything is under real
crush load conditions, when standees lean over the feet

(Continued on page 20)
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138th Street. The estimated cost of the portion between
59th Street and 125th Street was $108 million.
A retired NYC Transit employee recalls that groundbreaking for Section 11, Route 132-A, 97th Street to
105th Street, took place on October 27, 1972. He has a
plaque to prove he was there. Work on this section and
Section 13, Route 132-A, 110th Street to 120th Street,
was eventually completed. Work on Section 5, Route
132-C, a 700-foot section on the Bowery at Confucius
Plaza and the Manhattan Bridge Colonnade, was also
completed. A contract for Section 7, Route 132-C was
awarded, but quickly canceled. The street was excavated, and was backfilled and paved. There was no sign
that work was performed there.
Our readers have been watching the lack of progress
and never expected to see a train. Now they can look
forward to riding the first train.

Second Avenue Subway Construction Contract
Signed
(Continued from page 1)

south of the Harlem River was $98.9 million. The number of tracks was as follows:
Pine Street to Chambers Street
st

Chambers Street to 61 Street
st

th

2
4

61 Street to 125 Street

6

125th Street to West Farms

4

But this line was never built because money was not
available when the Depression began a month later.
The subway was designed again in 1947. The revised
plans included a line from the Manhattan Bridge and the
Williamsburg Bridge approaches to 149th Street and
Third Avenue, with a connection to the Pelham Line at

(Photographs by Andrew Grahl)

Banner heralding the groundbreaking ceremony.

Governor Spitzer speaks at the groundbreaking ceremony. To the
Governor’s right are various elected officials as well as MTA Chairman Kalikow and Executive Director Sander.

Two photographs of the existing section of tunnel between E. 99th and E. 105th Streets.
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THROUGH SERVICE TO DYRE AVENUE BEGAN 50 YEARS AGO
At the present time, through service is operated from
about 5 AM to 10 PM on weekdays, about 6 AM to 9:30
PM on Saturday, and about 8 AM to 9:30 PM on Sunday. Shuttles provide service between E. 180th Street
and Dyre Avenue at other times.

The New York, Westchester & Boston was not able to
run through service to Manhattan. NYC Transit started
operating through service to Manhattan and Brooklyn 50
years ago, May 4, 1957. The first through train arrived
at Dyre Avenue at 4:07 PM and departed seven minutes
later.

Dyre Avenue Shuttle at E. 180th Street.
Bernard Linder collection

Dyre Avenue Shuttle at Gun Hill Road, March 22, 1942.
Bernard Linder photograph

Dyre Avenue Shuttle at Baychester Avenue.
Bernard Linder collection

Car 3664 on December 11, 1955 at E. 180th Street.
Bernard Linder photograph

Gate car 1584, May 7, 1941.
Bernard Linder collection

Interior of car 1584, also on May 7, 1941.
Bernard Linder collection
(Continued on page 7)
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Through Service to Dyre Avenue Began 50 Years Ago
(Continued from page 6)

World’s Fair cars at Gun Hill Road.
Bernard Linder collection

E. 180th Street Yard, showing turnouts to the Dyre Avenue Line and
a derail on the lower left hand corner, September 10, 1954.
Bernard Linder collection

Ceremonial first through train at E. 180th Street.
Bernard Linder collection

A closeup of the ceremonial first through train at E. 180th Street.
Bernard Linder collection

Dyre Avenue station on June 20, 1959, showing temporary repairs
made after strong winds blew off the platform roof.
Bernard Linder photograph

By June, 1962, new lights and a new platform roof had been installed at Dyre Avenue.
Bernard Linder collection
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Commuter and Transit Notes

No. 222
by Randy Glucksman

Grand Central at 4:02 PM serves Stamford and the New
Canaan Branch. This replaces an off-peak local to New
Canaan, with a reduction in travel time of 10 minutes. In
the late PM peak, hourly service between 6 PM and 8
PM was adjusted to provide one additional New Canaan
train (#1776) departing Grand Central at 7:34 PM, again
resulting in more frequent service.
Because the Pascack Valley Line was not operating
on April 16 (please see Metropolitan Area, below, for
details), I rode to New York via the Hudson Line. Before
any of us could begin going up the steps to cross to the
inbound platform, a Metro-North employee kept announcing that this was the first day of an eight-month
project to rehabilitate the inbound platforms at Hastingson-Hudson, Dobbs Ferry, and Irvington. During this period, inbound morning peak hour trains are departing
from the outbound platform. Despite the gloomy
weather, this news put smiles on the faces of most of
the commuters, who did not have to cross over to the
other platform.
At the end of March, it was announced that MetroNorth had reached a tentative agreement with all but
one of its unions. The contract would provide raises for
4,200 maintenance, operating, clerical, supervisory, and
administrative workers going back to 2003. Workers
were expected to ratify the agreement on April 23, with
approval by the MTA Board taking place on April 26.
The union that had not yet come to terms on a new contract represents track workers. To forestall a strike, a
new emergency board was appointed by President
Bush. They would be free to strike after August 4, 2007.
Metro-North reported that midday inbound ridership
during this past Christmas-New Year’s Holiday week
was approximately 6% higher than it was in December,
2005. Thanksgiving Weekend ridership was also up by
2% in 2006 over 2005. However, due to poor weather
on Thanksgiving Day 2006, ridership was off by 7%.
December, 2006 weekend ridership was almost 20%
higher than the comparable period in 2005. To close out
2006, New Year’s Eve early AM ridership (midnight-6:20
AM) was 14% higher than in 2005, primarily due to favorable weather conditions.
Each M-7 door sill has the wording W ATCH THE GAP
(twice), so that passengers can see this when they enter or leave the train. Those words are in yellow on a
black background.
MTA Metro-North Railroad (West)
New timetables also went into effect on the Pascack
Valley and Port Jervis Lines as of April 1, and reflect
some very improved (reduced) connecting times at Secaucus Transfer. On the Port Jervis Line, due to com-

MTA Metro-North Railroad (East)
New timetables were issued for all lines under General Order No. 404, effective April 1. They will be replaced on June 10 by special construction timetables.
What work will be done, has not yet been publicized.
Some of the changes on the April 1 edition include:
Hudson Line: Riders now have express service 40
minutes earlier than under the previous schedules with
the addition of Train #745, which departs Grand Central
Terminal at 4:15 PM. After stopping at Harlem-125th
Street, it operates express to Tarrytown and then makes
all stops to Croton-Harmon. Train #757 (5:20 PM Grand
Central Terminal/Croton-Harmon) departs one minute
later, stopping at Harlem-125th Street, Marble Hill,
Yonkers, and Tarrytown, and then all stops to CrotonHarmon. The stations that it no longer serves are covered by Train #457, which departs at 5:22 PM, an allstops local to Irvington.
Harlem Line: Outbound service begins a few minutes
earlier, with Train #505, a local to North White Plains. It
is followed by (new) Train #605, which departs at 6:03
AM, stopping at Harlem-125th Street, Fordham, and
White Plains. It then makes all stops to Southeast. A
new interlocking (CP 136) has been placed into service
at Mount Kisco, and additional weekday service in the
form of three AM and five PM-peak trains is being provided from Chappaqua, Mount Kisco, and Pleasantville.
There are also more off-peak trains providing halfhourly service during key travel times from these stations. Train #641 (2:48 PM Grand Central Terminal) now
runs express from White Plains to Mount Kisco, then
makes all stops to Southeast. Adjustments were made
to the schedule of Train # 643 (2:51 PM Grand Central
Terminal) which now runs non-stop from Harlem-125th
Street to Scarsdale, then makes all stops through Mount
Kisco. Inbound reverse-peak riders have a pair of new
trains, #684 and #688, which depart from Mt. Kisco at
6:14 and 7 PM, respectively, only stopping at Chappaqua, Pleasantville, North White Plains, White Plains,
Hartsdale, Scarsdale, Harlem-125th Street, and Grand
Central Terminal.
New Haven Line: Several new trains have been
added. Train #1407 departs from Stamford at 6:11 AM,
stopping at Greenwich and Port Chester, then making
all stops through Larchmont, arriving in Grand Central
Terminal at 7:07 AM. Later in the AM peak, an 8:29 AM
train serving New Rochelle through Mt. Vernon East
arrives in Grand Central at 9:03 AM. On the eastern
portion of the line, three new trains in the AM peak will
result in shorter trip times between east-end stations
and Stamford and Grand Central. In the beginning of
the PM peak a new express (Train #1740) departing

(Continued on page 9)
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transmission lines and 29 substations along the LIRR
tracks. Aerial inspections will augment in-person visual
inspections to expedite the process. Both agencies will
continue meeting to discuss ways of improving incident
response strategies, and LIPA will provide more realistic
time estimates of how long it will take for emergency
repairs to be completed.
The day that MTA announced that there would be additional MTA police, federal (TSA), state, and local law
enforcement to help patrol trains and platforms, I encountered a checkpoint at the bottom of the stairs/
escalators of the Long Island’s W. 34th Street entrance
to Penn Station. Neither I nor anyone near me was
asked to stop at the table, which was staffed by one
sergeant and about five officers. MTA officials stressed
this new focus on police visibility from the Manhattan
rail terminals to the ends of each Metro-North, Long
Island Rail Road, and Staten Island Railway line was
not in response to any direct threat. Elliot G. Sander,
MTA Executive Director and CEO, noted that “while the
MTA and its partners are taking every step within their
power to safeguard the MTA’s customers and commuter
rail assets, Congress, the White House, and the rest of
the federal government must do more to shoulder its
share of the responsibility. Currently, the federal government is spending $7.50 for every commercial aviation
passenger, compared to a paltry $.015 per mass transit
rider.” Specifically, this is what will be done:
● MTA officers are carrying out step-on inspections
of trains using their 50 explosive-trained K-9
teams. The initiative will be a permanent part of
MTA’s security strategy, and is flexible enough to
adapt to changing security situations
● The Federal Transportation Security Administration. for the first time, sent teams of marshals onto
MTA trains. New York State Police are performing
inspections in its commuter rail territories
● County and municipal police departments throughout the Metro-North, LIRR, and SIR territory are
increasing patrols at stations, on platforms, and in
parking lots
● NYPD is augmenting the directed patrol with
teams of officers in Queens and the Bronx
According to Newsday (March 22), LIRR riders
should expect a major increase in service when new
schedules go into effect on May 21. The plan, which
was recommended by the LIRR Committee of the MTA
Board, aims to shorten long waits and ease crowding on
some rush-hour trains. Changes could include new
trains, more train cars, and added stops. There could
also be more trains to accommodate weekend beachgoers as well as Long Islanders returning from nighttime events in New York City. The anticipated $500,000
cost could be covered by additional riders.
Member Joe Gagne sent an article from Newsday
reporting that LIRR tested a new stainless steel baffle to

Commuter and Transit Notes
(Continued from page 8)

pletion of track work, running times have been reduced
by one minute.
On the TERW (Toledo & Eastern Railway) Forum,
member Bob Kingman found digital images of MetroNorth 4903. Bob believes that this is the first of four
GP40-FH-2s that are being overhauled. At this time it is
not known whether 4184-4187 will be renumbered
4900-4903, in order. Time will tell.
Connecticut Department of Transportation
Two years ago, Connecticut lawmakers approved a $1
surcharge on one-way Metro-North tickets, which is
scheduled to go into effect in 2008. According to The
New York Times (March 11), this provision was tucked
into a large transportation bill. The state is now in a
quandary because these monies were to help pay for
new cars, which will not be delivered for several years.
It is also concerned that imposition of this fee would be
unfair if the fare is $3.50 — the peak hour fare for a
one-way trip between Stamford and Bridgeport. And
there is uncertainty as to how much monthly ticket holders would pay. With a number of legislators from Fairfield County unhappy with the situation, they are hoping
to get the State Legislature to revisit this issue.
A follow-up article appearing in The Yale Daily News
reported that Governor Rell, having heard the complaints of rail riders, has asked the Connecticut Legislature to come up a more equitable solution for funding
the new rail cars. Thanks to member Bob Underwood
for this report.
Shore Line East issued a new timetable as of April 2.
Bob Underwood, who sent copies, told me that in the
afternoon, the Stratford and Milford stops were eliminated on two of the trains to Stamford. However, Bob
learned that due to rider complaints (about 100 customers ride from Stamford to Milford), this situation was to
be corrected. While I had Bob on the phone, I checked
the Shore Line East web site; even though the timetable
shown also had an April 2 date, those stops were in fact
restored, but as of this writing, no new public timetables
have been published.
MTA Long Island Rail Road
During the month of February, there were three significant disruptions to service that were caused by downed
Long Island Power Authority wires on LIRR property.
The March edition of Keeping Track reported them as
follows:
● February 2 at Valley Stream – Babylon, Far Rockaway, Long Beach, West Hempstead
● February 14 at Seaford – Babylon
● February 20-21 at Far Rockaway
To prevent future occurrences, Acting President Ray
Kenny met with LIPA chief executive Richard Kessel to
discuss the seriousness of the situation. As part of the
agreement, LIPA will inspect and repair 130 miles of

(Continued on page 10)
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cover the M-7s’ 96-decibel horn to reduce the sound
level by few decibels. Some residents reported that their
own readings have placed some horns as high as 119
decibels. Acting LIRR president Ray Kenny, who attended the test, said it could take the railroad up to a
year to install them on the entire 836-car fleet.
One resident said her problem was with “the hornhappy conductors (sic!) who blast it more times than
what is required.” She told Mr. Kenny that on one trip
home from New York in January with her grandson, “the
noise was deafening, he didn’t take off that heavy
hand.”
Commuters who attempted to purchase their tickets
on Monday and Tuesday, April 1 and 2, found that there
were problems with the TVMs. LIRR explained that
there were intermittent problems with those machines,
which caused passengers to purchase tickets on board
trains at the higher fares. Those who were affected
were notified that they could apply for a refund for the
difference between the station fare and the on-board
price, or have their one-way fare credited toward the
cost of an April Monthly ticket at the Penn Station, Flatbush Avenue, and Jamaica ticket windows. Metro-North
customers were also affected.
Due to Sperry Rail Testing along the West Hempstead
Branch, a special timetable was issued for April 18.
Westbound passengers were bused to Jamaica, and
eastbound passengers boarded buses at Valley Stream.
Midday track work on the Hempstead Branch required
issuance of a special timetable for the period April 1627. Buses replaced the trains between Garden City and
Hempstead.
Unless you are a student of transportation history, or
of “a certain age,” you probably never heard of Eben
Pyne. Mr. Pyne, who passed away at age 89 on April
11, was one of the five original members of the board of
the Metropolitan Commuter Transportation Authority, the
forerunner to today’s MTA. In 1964, New York Governor
Nelson Rockefeller asked Mr. Pyne to formulate a plan
to rescue LIRR, which was in bankruptcy. At the time,
Mr. Pyne was a senior officer at a bank which would
become Citibank. LIRR was losing money while carrying 260,000 passengers a day, and owner Pennsylvania
Railroad was looking to unload it. A panel was created
with William J. Ronan as Chairman, and its members
included Eben Pyne. In 1965, the State of New York
purchased the entire LIRR, rolling stock, real estate,
bridges, and a tunnel, for $65 million, a deal which was
considered a bargain. He remained an MTA Board
member until 1975 and participated in decisions which
helped guide the agency’s acquisition of other suburban
rail services which were also in poor condition, notably
Penn-Central and later Conrail, which would become
Metro-North. The New York Times also reported that
10

Mr. Pyne was a descendent of John Howland, a Mayflower settler. Mr. Pyne served in WW II, and was briefly
taken prisoner of war when he was shot down while
flying as an artillery observer.
NJ Transit
On March 15, the New Jersey Assembly voted 60-18
to give final legislative approval to the bill which would
authorize the Port Authority to lease Stewart Airport for
93 years. Similar legislation was passed by the Assembly on February 8. Governor Jon S. Corzine has said
that he will sign the bill. New York State has had this law
on its books since 1967.
As was reported last month, all lines got new timetables as of April 1. There were numerous changes to
connections at Secaucus Junction. Adjustments of several minutes were also made to various trains. On the
Morris & Essex Lines, Trains #339 (6:08 PM Hoboken/
Summit) and #344 (7:07 PM Summit/Hoboken) were
extended two stations to Berkeley Heights as Trains
#467 and 466. These trains do not stop at the intermediate station, New Providence.
The Star-Ledger, on March 23, reported that on
March 16, NJ Transit removed its multi-level cars from
service after a routine inspection uncovered a problem
with the brakes. It seems that there were markings like
spider veins, about the size of a quarter. All of the discs
have been replaced and the cars returned to service. At
the time only 15 of the 234 cars were on the property. In
my travels on NJ Transit, I have not seen any MLVs
since last December, when the first train was placed
into service.
Nonetheless, deliveries of the MLVs continue. Bob
Kingman emailed that he saw multi-level 7203 at Kenwood Yard (Albany, New York), on March 25, and on
April 8, 7507 appeared.
A friend reported that Comet I Sliders 1603, 1606,
1609, 1702, and 1703 are stored on a yard track in Hoboken. This observation was made toward the end of
March.
Richard Sarles, who was NJ Transit’s Assistant Executive Director for Capital Programs and Planning
since 2002, has been selected to be the agency’s new
(sixth) Executive Director. In his previous position, he
managed the agency’s $1.3 billion annual capital program as well as all three light rail lines in the state. Prior
to joining NJ Transit, Mr. Sarles, who is a professional
engineer, served for more than 20 years in construction,
project management, and project planning roles with
the Port Authority of New York & New Jersey. He also
worked for Amtrak between 1996 and 2002, as a Vice
President leading the Northeast Corridor High-Speed
Rail program and subsequently leading capital program
management for capital projects across the nation.
In the past I have written about events that take place
off system property that affect rail service. Another such
event occurred at approximately 5:20 AM on April 5,
(Continued on page 11)
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when an automobile struck a fire hydrant in a Home
Depot parking lot in Bloomfield. The water made its way
to the adjacent Montclair-Boonton Line, and forced a
suspension of service. Two trains that were already enroute, #6202 (4:57 AM Montclair State University) and
#1050 (4:53 AM Mount Olive), were returned to their
terminals. The passengers were transferred to buses.
With the aid of pumps, the water was removed from the
right-of-way, and service was resumed at 12:30 PM. In
the interim, four Hackettstown trains were rerouted via
the Morris & Essex Lines at Denville, and 31 were cancelled. Rail passes were cross-honored on DeCamp
Bus Lines and Newark Light Rail. A shuttle bus service
was instituted for passengers traveling westbound on
the Montclair-Boonton Line from Newark Broad Street
Station.
NJ Transit reported the status of the MonmouthOcean-Middlesex (MOM) project as follows: “The Monmouth County Planning Board, working with an NJ
Transit-approved consultant, did a ridership study factoring in the tunnel, and found that the Monmouth Junction-New York route for MOM would generate the most
riders. Freeholders from Monmouth and Ocean counties thanked NJ Transit's Board for approving the additional funding and said the proposed rail line is essential
to fighting congestion. Officials in both counties support
the Monmouth Junction route, contending it will attract
the most riders and relieve congestion on overcrowded
highways — Route 9 and the Garden State Parkway.
Middlesex County officials have opposed that route as
intrusive on Monroe, Jamesburg and South Brunswick.”
You could read “NIMBY” in that last statement.
Public hearings concerning NJ Transit’s next major
project, the T.H.E. Tunnel, were held around the region.
I attended the one in Rockland County, and found it
very informative. On the same subject, the transit
agency will spend an additional $2.37 million on the
draft environmental impact study for the inclusion of a
proposed MOM routing into the new terminal in Manhattan.
For a period of about two weeks beginning April 20,
NJ Transit did an aerial survey along its rail lines in
northern and central New Jersey using LiDAR (Light
Detection And Ranging) technology. The survey was
performed by a specially equipped helicopter with antennas extending from its sides that gathered data to
update maps of critical areas of the rail infrastructure.
Besides the LiDAR technology, there is a Global Position System (GPS)-controlled laser scan that creates a
three-dimensional image of NJ Transit’s rail rights-ofway, to collect 3-D scan data, aerial photography, and
video footage. A digitized electronic map, along with the
photography and video, will be integrated into NJT’s
Geographic Information System (GIS), which is used to
11

support planning, training, and operations.
According to a report that was forwarded, apparently
NJ Transit has given ownership of the eight ex-Newark
City Subway PCCs to the city of Bayonne. The plan is
to rehabilitate them and use them on a proposed 2.5mile loop from the HBLRT 34th Street station to
Bayonne Harbor. Previously, they were to be leased,
with NJ Transit retaining ownership. The PCCs were
retired in August, 2001, and eventually they were transported to HBLRT’s Communipaw Maintenance Facility.
They are tarped over and can be seen from the
Bayonne Line LRVs.
As was expected, the Board of Directors approved a
9.9% fare increase to go into effect on June 1 at its April
13 meeting. Details will be published in the June issue.
Port Authority Trans-Hudson Corporation
In what is fortunately a rarity, PATH suffered two derailments within four days. The first occurred at about
2:55 PM Sunday, March 25, when one set of wheels
from a 33rd Street-bound train went off the tracks after
leaving Hoboken. Approximately 300 passengers were
stranded for about two hours, but there were no injuries.
Passengers were evacuated to another train that was
brought alongside. Service to New York was suspended
until later that evening.
The second incident took place in roughly the same
area on Wednesday, March 28, at about 7 PM. According to the Jersey Journal, a PA spokesman termed this
derailment as minor, as only two of the train’s 28 wheels
(7 cars) were off the rails. Passengers were returned to
Hoboken on a special shuttle train. One man who was
aboard this train told the reporter that his girlfriend had
been aboard the train that derailed on Sunday. Following this latest incident, a 5 mph speed restriction was
imposed, pending a determination as to what happened.
Metropolitan Area
On April 1, Westchester Bee Line’s 357 buses began
accepting MetroCards. With this change, bills, PassPorts, or tickets are no longer accepted, but coins still
are valid for payment of fares. The Journal News reported that on that day, the cards were in short supply,
as vendors had sold out their stocks of them.
A Nor’easter hit the metropolitan area beginning Sunday, April 15. My wife and I had canceled plans a few
days earlier for a trip to Baltimore to visit friends. We
experienced some minor flooding in the basement later
in the day. I received an email that because of the possibility of flooding, all PATH entrances inside Hoboken
Terminal were sandbagged and closed. Passengers
were directed to use the outside elevator on the bus
side of the station to access the station. PATH service
was reported as operating normally. All entrances were
reopened on Wednesday morning. After a mudslide between Spuyten Duyvil and Riverdale was cleared and a
water condition in Mott Haven was addressed, Metro(Continued on page 12)
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North as well as other rail services were reported operating on or schedule on Sunday. By the time the storm
finally ended, new records for rainfall were set, overturning records that existed for more than 100 years.
However, Monday, April 16 was quite a different matter. I awoke to learn that there was no service on the
Pascack Valley or Montclair-Boonton Lines. My “Plan B”
was to take the Tappan Zeexpress to Tarrytown. Getting
to the commuter lot was made more difficult due to road
closures caused by major flooding, but I did make it to
work, and in pretty good time. My monthly Metro-North
Pascack Valley Line ticket to New York Penn is valid for
transportation on the Hudson Line (Zone 5) seven days
a week. Weekly tickets and Hoboken tickets have the
same equality on weekends, but on weekdays, there is
a step-up charge of $2.50. However, I heard that this
requirement was waived due to the suspension of Pascack Valley Line service. Coach USA (Rockland
Coaches) was also honoring NJ Transit rail tickets – to
my knowledge, a first-time occurrence.
Richard Codey, acting as Governor of New Jersey
because of injuries Governor Corzine sustained in a car
crash, as well as elected officials in many area cities,
towns, villages, etc., declared a state of emergency due
to severe flooding. Besides the aforementioned suspensions, there were cancellations and delays on virtually
every NJ Transit line. Shortly after 7:30 AM, the Bridgewater station (Raritan Valley) was being bypassed, as
the station was inaccessible by vehicles. It remained
bypassed until shortly after 6 PM on Wednesday, April
18. At 8:54 AM, service was suspended completely between Dunellen and High Bridge. At 4 PM, a shuttle bus
service was set up to operate between Dunellen and
Somerville. Passengers traveling to stations between
Somerville and High Bridge were to be accommodated
by a shuttle train. At 9 PM, NJ Transit reported that service had resumed between Dunellen and Somerville,
and that normal service was expected for Tuesday
morning, with the exception of Bound Brook, which was
being bypassed until further notice.
Meanwhile, on the Montclair-Boonton Line, at 11:30
AM, an unspecified limited service was restored to/from
Hoboken only. A special schedule was operated until
2:30 PM. After that, trains to/from Hoboken operated on
a regular schedule. Midtown Direct service did not operate on April 16. Customers traveling from New York
were directed to board Morris & Essex trains and connect at Newark Broad Street or take PATH to Hoboken.
Starting Tuesday afternoon, trains were directed to bypass the Mountain View station due to water making the
station inaccessible. Service was restored after 9 PM
the following day.
Due to storm-related signal problems and high water
conditions on the Northeast Corridor and North Jersey
12

Coast Lines and Midtown Direct, those services were
subject to 15-to-30-minute delays between Newark and
New York.
There was still a question as to whether or not the
Pascack Valley Line would operate on Tuesday morning, as NJ Transit crews were working through the night
to restore service as flood waters receded through Oradell. The good early morning news was that the Pascack Valley Line would run, and the trip to Secaucus
was uneventful, except for a slow order through Oradell.
Later that afternoon, Montclair-Boonton trains were bypassing the Mountain station due to a water condition.
For a period of time the RiverLine tracks were blocked
due to a downed tree between Roebling and Bordentown. Shuttle bus service operated in its place.
Metro-North reported delays of 45 minutes on the Harlem Line due to flooding of the tracks at Tuckahoe. A
photo that was emailed showed water covering the
tracks almost up to the third rail. For the evening trip
home, delays of 15-30 minutes were forecast. There
was also a service suspension on the Danbury Branch
due to flooding in the area of Cannondale. Service was
normal on Tuesday.
Long Island Rail Road commuters were affected by a
high water condition outside one of the East River tunnels in Queens and at the Hunterspoint Avenue station.
LIRR expected delays of 30 to 45 minutes into Penn
Station during the AM rush hour. Some trains normally
destined for Penn Station were canceled and combined
or diverted to Flatbush Avenue. To let commuters know
what steps had been taken, LIRR reported that along
with Amtrak and the New York City Fire Department,
numerous pumps were deployed and had been pumping water throughout the previous evening, the overnight, and that morning. However, the high water was
still affecting the railroad’s ability to use one of the East
River tunnels, Hunterspoint Avenue, and some switches
in Queens outside the tunnels. As a result, all service to
Hunterspoint Avenue was canceled during the AM rush
hour. Some diesel trains were terminated at Jamaica
and others diverted to Long Island City. NYC Transit
honored LIRR tickets at Jamaica, Woodside, and Flatbush Avenue.
For the evening commute, 20-minute systemwide delays were reported and Hunterspoint Avenue service
operated from Track 1.
Passover and Easter, 2007
In the metropolitan area, only the Long Island Rail
Road operated extra service for the eves of these holidays, which took place on Monday and Tuesday, April 2
and 3, and Friday, April 6. Eight extra trains were scheduled as follows: Port Washington, 1, Port Jefferson, 3,
Far Rockaway, 1, and Babylon, 3.
Amtrak
Member Todd Glickman reported that on March 27,
while seated aboard Amtrak (Acela) Train #2158 waiting
(Continued on page 13)
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ers that 850 would be embarking on a nationwide tour
beginning with an appearance in New York City on April
10 for the purpose of promoting tourism in New Orleans. 850 was featured on the ABC Network’s Good
Morning America program on April 10. The writer of
one email that I received wanted to know why Branford
was not mentioned at all. The New York Times (April
11) Metro section had a photo showing the car’s interior,
and, to its credit, mentioned that volunteer labor valued
at about $500,000 and about $100,000 in materials
were used in the restoration. I was among many Division members who visited 850 during its two-day sojourn in New York. The shop crew and volunteers did an
excellent job. The next stop on its two-month tour was
Chicago.
Miscellaneous
The Delaware Valley Association of Rail Passengers,
in the March issue of The Delaware Valley Rail Passenger, compared the on-time-performances of commuter agencies in the U.S.A. for the year 2006. This
data appears in the table below:
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to depart for Boston (Track 12, New York Penn) just
before noon, the Ringling Brothers Barnum & Bailey
Circus "Red" train rolled by on Track 11. When #2158
passed through Harold Interlocking onto the Hell Gate
Bridge approach, the circus train was stopped on the
(usual) northbound track. Todd was in New York, attending the WCBS Small Business Breakfast.
Although the Metroliner name was retired last October, during the afternoon of March 29, on the track opposite track from my train, was a train of Amfleet
coaches; the first one bore the Metroliner brand. On the
opposite end of the car (21955), there was a paper sign,
affixed by masking tape, which read, “Business Car.”
Amtrak issued its Spring-Summer, 2007 System Timetable (Form T-1) with an effective date of April 2. On the
cover is a striking photo of an Acela train on the Hell
Gate Bridge. It is slightly larger in size than the edition it
replaced, and has 8 fewer pages.
Museums
Annually, the Shore Line Electric Railway (Branford)
recognizes the longevity of its members. Below are
BERA members who are also New York Division members, plus their years of membership: 55+ years – Karl
Groh, Arthur Lonto, Robert Presbrey; 40 – David A.
Cohen, Louis Iasillo; 30 – William Joyce III, Sid Keyles,
Russell Ward; 25 – Joe Casey, Joan Overton, Donald
Scott; 20 – Robert Hahn; 15 – John Cunningham; and
10 – Joe Saitta. Congratulations to them all.
In March, the museum celebrated the 60th anniversary
of the date it received its property. This took place on
March 8, 1947, following the abandonment of the Connecticut Company’s Route F trolley. The Tripper reported that 1902, sister car of the museum’s own 1911,
was the final car. Although Branford was incorporated in
1945, actual ownership of property would have to wait
almost 1½ years. The museum placed an advertisement in the September, 1945 issue of Headlights (one
that I do not own) describing its project in broad terms
as a “national railway museum in which all are welcome.” At its disposal was 7,200 feet of double-track
line including ties, rail, poles, overhead, feed wires,
bridges, and one side track. The latter, the former Short
Beach Meadows spur, was later abandoned. Although
the Warehouse Point and Seashore Trolley Museums
got started before Branford, it was this purchase of a
turnkey railway which allowed it to become the first operating museum. In closing, The Tripper reported that
in sixty years, almost every part of the railway purchased from ConnCo has been replaced at least once.
Such is the natural cycle of things. (Editor’s Note: It is the
same with home ownership.)
The completion of renovations to former New Orleans
Public Service 850 was reported on New Haven’s TV
station WTNH. The reporter, who took a ride, told view-

SYSTEM

OTP (%)

Metro-North

97.8

Metra

96.3

Caltrain

95.8

NJ Transit

95.3

Metrolink

95.0

LIRR

93.3

MBTA

91.9

SEPTA

91.0
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Other Transit Systems
Augusta, Maine
Member George Chiasson sent a report from The
Kennebec Journal that employees of the Morristown &
Erie Railway are refurbishing a number of ex-NJ Transit
Comet I cars (Sliders) that are destined to the Maine
Eastern Railroad. M&E is the parent company of Maine
Eastern, which holds leases from the state on rail lines
between Brunswick and Augusta and between Rockland and Lewiston-Auburn. The goal is to institute a
connecting passenger service to Brunswick from the
Boston-to-Portland Downeaster.
Boston, Massachusetts
A mysterious sign: Todd Glickman forwarded a news
item from The Boston Globe reporting that at the Park
Street station, its reporter looked up at the ceiling and
saw something he had never seen before, camouflaged
amid the ceiling's patterns. ”There on the westbound
platforms, just after the station attendant's booth in the
middle of the platform, is a small sign with a red background and white lettering reading ‘northbound’ and
‘southbound.’ And every once in a while, when a Red
(Continued on page 14)
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Line train would rumble into the station below, a light
would pop on behind one of those words. This being the
‘T,’ we assumed the sign was short-circuiting. But the
more we listened and watched, it seemed timed to the
arrival of Red Line trains.”
The article continued: “So what gives? ‘T’ officials
could give no date for when the sign was installed,
though most believe it was more than 20 years ago. It is
mainly used from time to time by MBTA personnel to
hold a Green Line train so that passengers coming up
from the Red Line can make it to a train. Officials said
it's also used to alert passengers for east and west connections at the end of service around 12:50 AM, when
all trains depart downtown. It is rarely used during rush
hour due to the very frequent level of service on both
the Green and Red lines, officials said.” Here is what
Paul Harvey calls “The Rest of the Story.” Todd notes
that this sign indeed is in operation at all times. “I use it
when exiting a Green Line train for my change to the
Red Line in the morning. If I see the ‘NORTHBOUND’
lit, it means that a train is in the approach block, and if I
run I can make it. If I don't run, I miss it. So, it serves a
very good purpose.”
A significant change in the Green Line operation has
taken place. Todd wrote, “nine years after the first Type8 Breda car arrived at the MBTA, sufficient cars are finally available to provide the ADA-compliant service to
three of the four branches. Effective with the spring
schedule (March 24), the MBTA is now running two-car
trains on all lines, at all times on weekdays. Previously,
single cars ran at off-peak times and contributed to
overcrowding. According to the NE Transit Web site
(http://members.aol.com/rtspcc/roster/MBTAroster.html),
the peak vehicle requirement for the Green Line is 150
cars (20 two-car trains for B/Boston College, 14 two-car
trains for C/Cleveland Circle, 21 two-car trains for D/
Riverside, 17 two-car trains for E/Heath Street, and 3
two-car run-as-directed trains). As of April 12, the MBTA
had 101 active Type-7s (all but 16 of which have been
modified to run with Type-8s), and 75 active Type-8s.
“The ADA-compliant service provides that every train
on the B/Boston College, C/Cleveland Circle, and E/
Heath Street lines is a two-car set of a Type-7 mated
with a low-floor Type-8. I have not noticed any noncompliant trainsets on these lines during the past few
weeks, though I can't verify that there aren't exceptions.
Prior to March 26, you'd see singles of both types,
mixed two-car trains, and sets of two Type-7s as well as
two Type-8s. The Type-7s that are not yet modified to
be Type-8 compatible are all on the D/Riverside Line,
which cannot support Type-8s until track modifications
are complete later this year.”
What will become of the Boeings? The Boston
Globe reported that demolition of 28 cars began on
14

April 9 at Riverside Yard. MBTA resource coordinator
Steve Hicks said that they are being carved up at a rate
of two per day, and the metal is being sold for $1,400
per car to Advanced Recycling, a New Hampshirebased company that plans to pulverize the metal and
resell it for a profit. At least one of the cars, which weigh
31 tons each, is being saved for posterity. 3424 is going
to the Seashore Trolley Museum in Kennebunkport,
Maine.
Todd also sent copies of the spring Rapid Transit
schedules, which went into effect on March 24.
New commuter rail timetables were issued effective
April 30. On most lines, there were only minor changes
of a few minutes to a number of trains. The most significant change is the extension of one peak hour train,
which had been Train #471 (5:30 PM North Station/
South Acton), all the way to Fitchburg. New Train #531
departs from North Station at 5:40 PM. Because Train
#471 no longer turns at South Acton, Train #472, the
6:40 PM back to North Station, has been eliminated.
Fitchburg Line PM inbound service has been adjusted
slightly to compensate for this. Thanks to Todd for this
news.
Providence, Rhode Island
As part of a city renewal plan, the mayor of Rhode
Island’s capital, David N. Cicilline, would like to see
streetcars replacing buses in the crowded downtown. To
that end, the mayor’s 2020 Working Group, which is
composed of 27 members, has recommended this solution on how to redefine mass transit in Providence.
While some bus lines would be retained, the report envisions streetcars running on several corridors. Another
recommendation would be to create disincentives for
using automobiles. The Rhode Island Public Transit Authority will spend $400,000 to hire a consultant to study
the feasibility of restoring streetcar service. Fifty-nine
years ago this month, on May 14, 1948, United Electric
Railways abandoned its last four streetcar lines. Thanks
to The Providence Journal for this report.
Lindenwold, New Jersey
PATCO is testing new turnstiles and Automated Vending Machines for single-ride tickets. Member Greg Campolo was kind enough to send me a sample, which he
described as similar to the one-trip MTA NYCT and
PATH single-ride tickets in material and size. The ticket
is valid for three days from date of purchase. In each of
the stations that he visited, there was one TVM and one
turnstile capable of accepting those tickets. A new
PATCO timetable was issued effective March 3. Thanks
to Greg for sending a copy.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
SEPTA issued new timetables for the MarketFrankford and Broad Street Lines, as well as SubwaySurface Routes 10, 11, 13, 34, and 36 and surface
route 15/Girard on February 11. The following day,
Routes 100, 101, and 102 got new timetables. Two of
(Continued on page 15)
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the timetables have banners to celebrate 100 years of
service on the Market-Frankford and Norristown Lines.
Historic photos adorn these covers with the logos of all
of the predecessor companies: PRT and PTC, and
P&W and Red Arrow Lines, respectively. There are also
two SEPTA logos.
At the bottom of each timetable there is a space that
reads “Think Spring – Phillies.com.” Thanks again to
Greg for sending copies of these timetables and
SEPTA’s expensive and new Philadelphia and Suburban transit maps. He also reminded me that San Francisco Muni also charges for its transit maps.
Member David W. Safford sent this update of Philadelphia happenings:
8th Street, Market-Frankford Line: Entering the final
stages of a comprehensive rebuild. New elevator from
sidewalk to change booth level (north side of market:
south side already shares an elevator with PATCO),
new concrete handicapped ramps from booth to platform levels, both sides, new railings (yards and yards of
them), new transparent space dividers, new floor tile
with tactile edges, new lighting, new fire alarm system,
and an extensive air handling system of so far uncertain
purpose. I speculate that the generous platform width
that makes the ramps feasible is owed to its original
location at the juncture of three of the city's largest department stores, now all defunct. A few years ago plans
for a new entertainment center led to a parking lot being
excavated for the prospective foundations. The digging
revealed a still intact column with "Gimbels" emblazoned on the tiles. It was buried again when the project
died.
13th Street, Market-Frankford Line: New elevator and
stair, built into a building facade, is in service from street
to change booth level on the south side of Market. The
old stair at Macy's (ex-Wanamaker's) remains, but
separated from the formerly great store. Presumably
Macy's customers don't travel by subway. There is a
new, and as far as one can tell visually, complete sidewalk elevator on the north side. It has never been
placed in service, possibly because it appears to go
directly from the sidewalk to within the fare control area.
(Oops?)
R5/Paoli/Malvern/Thorndale Line: Track replacement
apparently will continue despite the budget crunch. New
welded rail has been dropped beside (eastbound local)
Track 1, with work scheduled to begin this month.
Tracks 2 and 3 were rebuilt last year with welded rail
and concrete ties under a state-subsidized program.
Reconstruction will start May 6. A revised R5 timetable
will be issued, with numerous schedule changes to
work around the fact that the main local inbound
(eastbound) track will be out of service. Carloads of
concrete ties and ballast are already marshalling at 30th
15

Street.
Market-Frankford “L” (Progress on the reconstruction
west to east): No work is visible on the line from 69th
Street terminal through 63rd Street. New structure and
track starts east of that station. 60th Street station is out
of service and is under reconstruction. 56th Street station has been reconstructed. New structure and track
ends east of that station. 52nd Street station is being
replaced by a new station immediately to the east of the
old one. No other work is visible from the train; however, construction continues, but there have been interruptions due to unseasonable weather.
The new track will be of diminished utility unless the
current (and annual) budget crunch is sorted out before
June. This year the projections are gloomier than usual.
SEPTA has fielded specific plans for increased fares
and reduced service that should neatly solve the problem by doing away with passengers.
Philadelphia did not escape the Nor’easter. David provided this report: “The great storm that hit the Northeast
did not dodge around Philadelphia. PECO wires fell on
SEPTA catenary west of Paoli, knocking both systems
out of service. Wires were also down to the east, and a
tree blocked the track in Devon, with reports of numerous other instances of debris and limbs on the line.
There was no service on the R5 during the AM rush,
and limited service in the evening with cancellations
and combining of trains. There was also no service on
the R3 and part of the R7. I was able to reach work by
taking the 100 (ex P&W) line to 69th Street and the ‘L’ in.
Home was straightforward, although a half-hour behind
the usual. Outbound traffic was light despite the train
being the consolidation of three regular trains, evidencing that many people had stayed home or driven in. The
R3 (Elwyn) line was completely out of service through
the Tuesday evening rush hour. Via the Suburban Station PA system, commuters were being told to gather
near the ticket office for guidance on alternate routes
home (although as my wife said, if they didn't know that,
how had they come in that morning?).”
The Delaware Valley Rail Passenger reported that
SEPTA continues to be in a financial crisis for the next
fiscal year, which begins July 1. Absent additional funding from the State of Pennsylvania, SEPTA plans to increase fares by 31% and cut service by 20%. The anticipated dollar amounts are $69 million and $60 million,
respectively. DVARP further reports that even if the
state comes through with funding, the transit agency will
still raise fares an average of 11% in July. The weekday
service cuts are in the neighborhood of 20%. There
were many more specifics which were detailed in
SEPTA’s 378-page tariff proposal.
Washington, D.C. area
In late 2001, in order to handle increased ridership,
Virginia Railway Express leased two trainsets of Bombardier bi-levels plus two locomotives from Sound Tran(Continued on page 16)
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sit in Seattle (December, 2001 Bulletin) for a period of
18-24 months. On the few occasions that I had been in
Washington, D.C., I saw these cars. Apparently, with the
delivery of new Sumitomo gallery cars, one trainset was
returned. I came across this in late March, when I
checked VRE’s web site and saw that there was only
one trainset left: V-40 (FP-59) along with cab cars
V102-V103 and trailers V301, V304, V306, and V312.
In early April, Virginia Railway Express reported that
Virginia’s General Assembly passed the transportation
budget. “Included in that budget is a $15 million earmark for rolling stock and $25 million a year for operating and capital expenses. This is great news for VRE! At
this time, we don't have all of the details. It will take
some time for us to determine when the money will be
made available, but we do know that it will take some
time.”
Construction agreements were signed for the first
phase of WMATA’s extension to Dulles Airport, which
will branch off the Orange Line near West Falls Church.
The routing will serve Tysons Corner and Reston, which
is about halfway to Dulles Airport. Elected officials in
Fairfax County objected to an elevated alignment; however, building a tunnel was deemed to be too expensive. At this time, the cost of the project has been estimated at between $2.4 and $2.7 billion. If all of the
funding can be secured, this segment could open between 2013 and 2014. The last information that I had on
this project called for an opening in 2011.
Charlotte, North Carolina
After spending $180,000 to restore 85, one of Charlotte’s original trolleys, city transit officials were informed
that its use will be severely limited. It seems that 85
does not have the structural strength to withstand a collision with one of the newer LRVs. According to The
Citizen-Times, transit officials did not anticipate this
risk prior to renovating the car, and so it will be used
only on special occasions. 85 was built in Charlotte for
the Duke Power Company in 1927 and used until March
11, 1938. Motor Coach Age (November 1985) reported
that a ceremonial “last run” took place on March 15,
1938. It was then sold to the Air National Guard, which
gutted it and used it as an office. In the early 1950s, a
Huntersville woman bought the car and used it as an
apartment for relatives.
In 1988, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Historic Properties
bought the car, which had fallen into disrepair, for
$1,000. Preservationists then spent more than
$250,000 in private money refurbishing the car after
mounting a fundraising campaign. It returned to service
in 1996, run by volunteers along a short rail spur near
Atherton Mill in South End. In 2004, Charlotte Trolley
turned over the operation to CATS, which used the
streetcar for daily service between Atherton Mill and
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Ninth Street uptown. When major construction began on
the light rail line in early 2006, the trolley service was
suspended. The $180,000 work on 85 began, with new
controls, doors, and trucks, or wheels, installed. Thanks
to member Joe Canfield for this report.
South Florida
Tri-Rail commuters were delayed for several hours on
March 9, when CSX track crews failed to complete their
overnight tie replacement work. At 4:30 AM, a call was
placed to Tri-Rail informing it of the situation, but there
was no time to arrange alternate transportation. There
was no service between Ft. Lauderdale Airport and
Deerfield Beach until 8 AM.
Ridership has grown to about 12,000 per day, and
according to The South Florida Sun-Sentinel, Tri-Rail
led the nation in both the third and fourth quarters in
ridership growth. This newspaper also had an editorial
criticizing the State of Florida for “dawdling” in its negotiations with CSX to take over responsibility for dispatching all of the trains. Thanks to Joe Gagne for
sending this report.
Tri-Rail’s new schedule was to go into effect on or
about April 30, and was available for viewing on its web
site. Southbound service begins at 4 AM, followed by
trains at 4:40 and 5:30. Between 6 and 7 AM, trains operate every 20 minutes, then half-hourly to 8 AM, and
then hourly until 3 PM. Between 3 and 6 headways are
half-hourly. The final three departures are at 6:40, 7:40,
and 8:40 PM. Northbound service generally mimics the
southbound. There are 25 weekday departures in each
direction, for a total of 50. The previous schedules
called for 40 trains each weekday. On weekends and
holidays, trains run every two hours between 6 AM and
6 PM, plus a final departure at 8:30 PM. This is all possible due to completion of the New River Bridge, which
went into service on April 13.
Chicago, Illinois
Member Jim Beeler sent copies of a Metra map dated
this past January and a brochure announcing a major
reconstruction project that will affect the Chicago Transit
Authority’s Brown, Purple, and Red Lines. Citing a 27%
increase in ridership since 1998 on the Brown Line, as
of April 2 the CTA has embarked on Phase 1 of what it
has called its “Three-Track” Modernization of the Fullerton and Belmont stations. This is part of the larger $530
million Brown Line Capacity Expansion Project, which is
currently underway and will modernize 18 stations. Platforms will be made wider and longer, to accommodate
8-car trains, rather than the current 6-car trains. With
the modernization will also come ADA accessibility, improved lighting, heaters, windbreaks, new benches, and
information kiosks. The third rail and signal electrical
systems will be upgraded. In order to make these improvements, one of the four tracks was temporarily removed from service, and under Phase 1, the effects will
be felt during the PM rush hours.
(Continued on page 17)
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In another report he wrote: “I was in Chicago to attend
the CTA public hearings on the upcoming three-tracking
of the Red Line (scheduled to begin April 2), and picked
up a new schedule for the BNSF Aurora Line
(discontinuing the Clyde stop) and Metra UP North
Kenosha Line (expanded weekday service). In addition
to the new ‘Sunrise Express’ leaving Waukegan at 4:20
AM and Ogilvie at 5:40 AM, there are some other
changes. Metra is adding some additional service because of the CTA three-tracking of the Red Line. Also
the weekday outbound Ravinia Musical Festival special
has been discontinued — replaced by a regular train
with a few more stops. However a new weekday inbound Ravinia special has been added.”
Providing adequate funding to maintain our nation’s
transit systems is an ongoing problem. The New York
Times (March 26, 2007), under the headline “A Rail
System (and Patience) Stretched Thin in Chicago,” reported that there were deteriorating tracks and trains,
chronic budget shortfalls, etc. “We’re living on borrowed
time” said Chicago Transit Authority president Frank
Kruesi. (Editor’s note: Bob Hansen sent a report that Mr.
Kruesi resigned on April 18.) With increasing ridership, the
system could be at the breaking point. Riders who were
interviewed reported longer commute times caused by
stalled trains. CTA operates 1,190 rail cars over its 222
miles of track, providing 1.55 million rides each day. The
Regional Transportation Authority is responsible for
CTA, Metra, and PACE suburban bus service. Critics
complain that the allocation of sales tax revenues has
not changed since 1983, and CTA is entitled to a larger
share. To improve conditions, RTA is trying to persuade
legislators to approve a $10 billion funding plan over the
next five years. CTA needs $5.8 billion to get its system
up to what is known as a state of good repair.
The electronic version of this piece was circulated on
the Internet, and I received a number of comments, including this one from member Frank Miklos, who wrote:
“When I was there two years ago there were several
locations where slow orders were imposed due to track
conditions, but otherwise everything seemed to be running OK.” Another writer commented: “I think the reporter has exaggerated a little, but the situation is serious for CTA (as it also is for SEPTA, PAT, NYCT, etc.,
etc.). It takes money to keep these systems in a state of
good repair, and if it’s not done, they gradually fall
apart. The real problem is this:
● The rider won't pay what it takes to do this
● The money has to be made available by politicians
● Politicians don't like to put money into anything
unless they can get some ink — appearing on TV
with gleaming face at a ceremonial ribbon-cutting
“How do you make a media event out of: ‘WOW! —
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We did today's routine maintenance!!’ This affects all of
our infrastructure maintenance — transit, highways,
schools, libraries, etc.”
Salt Lake City, Utah
During January, work began on the TRAX extension to
the Salt Lake Intermodal Hub. When completed next
April, the extension will extend TRAX from the current
end of the line at the Arena station to the Intermodal
Hub located between 200 and 300 South on 600 West.
The extension will travel south down 400 West, turn
west on 200 South, and then turn south on 600 West to
the Hub. It will allow passengers using FrontRunner
commuter rail, which is also expected to begin operations at that time, to transfer to TRAX. Three stations
are being built: the Intermodal Hub, a second at 100
South and 400 West adjacent to the Gateway, and a
third future station at 500 West and 200 South that will
have the infrastructure installed but will not open until a
later date when ridership requires it.
Albuquerque, New Mexico
The story of RailRunner station openings continues.
Thus far, five of the nine stations that are planned have
opened, but not without additional weeks added on to
their scheduled opening dates. Since February 2, the
service has been operating between both terminal stations, Sandoval County U.S. 550 and Belen. It is four of
the intermediate stations that are not yet open. As of
early February, the RailRunner web site gave midMarch as the time that Downtown Bernalillo would
open, but when I checked later in March, the date had
slipped to April, along with Rio Bravo/Airport. The other
two as yet unopened stations, Sandia Pueblo and Isleta
Pueblo, are listed as “Opening date to be determined.”
Progressive Railroading reported that because these
stations are located on federal Indian land, there is a
lengthy process to obtain leases for these sites. As I
was completing this column on April 16, I decided to
check the web site again, and lo and behold, there was
an April 20 opening date for the Rio Bravo station,
which will be called Bernalillo County International Airport. There was still no further information for Downtown
Bernalillo, other than “Opening April 2007.”
Design work is presently underway for Phase 2, which
would extend the line another 50 miles north into downtown Santa Fe. Ridership is expected to more than double when this extension is placed in service in 2008.
San Francisco, California
Member John Pappas was in San Francisco for two
weeks in March, and rode the new T/Third Street Line.
Since January 13, service was only provided only on
weekends. Seven-day-a-week service began on the T/
Third Street Line as of April 7. John also visited the Geneva Car House and found that the ex-NJ Transit PCCs
have all arrived, except for the Mexico City rendition.
Even the LATL car is back from Brookville with the standard, redone interior. No news yet as to when the ex(Continued on page 18)
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NJT cars will finally get into service. The Brussels PCC
actually got in service the next day for one whole day,
then was sidelined for unknown reasons.
Pittsburg, California
LACMTA’s new Gold Line cars are presently under
construction at Ansaldobreda’s new plant in Pittsburg.
At the end of March, the first car was well along towards
completion and surrounded by other cars in various
stages of assembly. The Italian firm hopes to secure
contracts to build or repair 75-100 cars per year. Thanks
to member Bill Zucker for this report.
Anchorage, Alaska
Railway Age reported that the Alaska Railroad will
operate a demonstration commuter rail service from
Anchorage to the airport and Dimond Center Mall beginning in 2008. This project is being undertaken in
partnership with the U.S. Forestry Service, which
funded the purchase of a $4.7 million bi-level DMU from
Colorado Railcar. Although this car will not be delivered
until later in 2008, the Alaska Railroad will begin the
service using its own rolling stock.
Toronto, Ontario, Canada
Torontonians, who are pro-light rail, heard some good
news in March, when the Toronto Transportation Commission unveiled plans for seven new LRT lines for a
total of 37-50 miles. If built, they could almost encircle
the city of Toronto. Here is some of what has been proposed:
● Etobicoke-Finch West LRT (11.1 miles): from
Humber College in the west, to the Finch bus/
subway station at Yonge
● Sheppard East LRT (8.45 miles): connecting Don
Mills subway station to Scarborough Town Centre
and its RT station, and to the proposed Scarborough-Malvern LRT (see below). The line would
operate underground for a short distance when
leaving/ approaching Don Mills station
● Jane Street LRT (10.25 miles): terminating at the
Jane subway station at Bloor in the south and the
Steeles West subway station that will be a part of
the University-Spadina subway extension
● Eglinton-Crosstown LRT (19.1 miles): this line will
cross the entire city starting at the airport, connecting to Mississauga Transit’s busway, and
stretching across to the Kennedy subway/RT station in Scarborough. Of note, the line would operate underground from Keele in the west to Laird in
the east, avoiding the tight corridors of midtown
Toronto
● Scarborough-Malvern LRT (9.3 miles): running
northeast out of Kennedy station, and then north
along Malvern and Morningside
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Don Mills LRT (10.9 miles): terminating at a BloorDanforth subway station (not specified) in the
south, and Steeles Avenue in the north (with possible connection to York Region’s VIVA network)
● Waterfront West LRT (6.8 miles): starting at Long
Branch in the west, connecting to the CNE stop
near Dufferin, and terminating at Union Station in
the east. The line would run along the Gardiner
Expressway/GO Transit corridor between the CNE
and the Queensway and Lake Shore streetcar
lines.
Although some federal and local funding has been
pledged, the cost of the entire project could be as much
as C$6 billion, and construction could take as much as
ten years to complete.
Bezannes, France
A new electric train speed record was set on April 3,
when a new Alstom-built TGV train set, known as the
V150 operated at 357.2 mph (574.8 kph). Usually
planes travel that fast. In order to reach that speed,
which required 16 minutes, the train was modified with
a 25,000-horsepower engine, and adjustments also
were made to the track, especially for the banking on
turns. The rails were treated so the wheels could make
perfect contact, and electrical power was increased
from 25,000 volts to 31,000 volts. TGVs and bullet
trains typically travel at 186 miles (300 km) per hour.
With that said, the current land speed record for a train
is held by Japanese Maglev at 361 mph (581 kph).
Mixed in a file of news clippings that are used to write
this column was one from February 16, 2007. It reported that a French TGV had broken its own 1990, 320
mph speed record earlier in that week when a test train
reached 334 mph. This took place on the ParisStrasbourg Line.
From the History Files
100 Years Ago: On May 22, 1907, the Philadelphia &
Western (Red Arrow) began service from 69th Street to
Strafford (8 miles).
60 Years Ago: On May 3, 1947, the end of 75 years of
trolley service came to New Bedford, Massachusetts
when the Union Street Railway ended service on Route
1/Lunds Corner to Fort Rodman. Headlights (May,
1947) reported that this was the last of the small city
trolley systems in Massachusetts. Eight of their newest
cars, Osgood-Bradley-built Electromobiles which were
constructed in 1930, were purchased by the Queensborough Bridge Railway Company in 1949. They provided all the service until this line was abandoned on
April 7, 1957, 50 years ago last month. (Please see the
April, 2007 Bulletin, which reported on the history of
this line.) This abandonment marked the end of street
car service in the City of New York.
News items and comments concerning this column may be
emailed to NYDnewseditor@aol.com.
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A LITTLE-KNOWN THIRD AVENUE RAILWAY SYSTEM FACT
by Karl Groh
In 1929 TARS realized that its fleet of old convertibles
and older single-truckers would soon need replacement
despite the excellent maintenance TARS was famous
for. So 1701, an experimental aluminum single-truck
convertible, was purchased from Brill. To put it mildly, it
was a flop. Therefore, with the depression setting in,
TARS turned to the used car market and bought nearly
100 double-truckers, many of which could not be updated for many reasons. The shopmen, who already
had much experience with a wide variety of cars, did
manage to turn out 61 cars in the 1200-series with all
the standard TARS controls and fixtures. Thus began
the rebirth of the fleet. For details, please see the October-November, 1986 issue of ERA Headlights.
One old single-trucker, 1605, was selected to be rebuilt to a double-trucker along with a similar car that
was involved in a collision, using parts of both cars on a
new underframe and a new agasote roof. The car was
out-shopped with its original number, but later was renumbered to 1259. The result was that sixty-two good
cars were produced, but this was only the beginning.
It was then decided to upgrade the old four-wheel
100s and some 1600-series four-wheel cars by cutting
the bodies in half, adding a new four-window section on
a new underframe with new platforms and the innovative three-section windows. So, TARS – long before
Boeing stretched 707s – had a longer vehicle that was
a success. This was the new 102-200-serie,s which
went to work in Manhattan originally. Car 101 was built
of all new materials and in effect was the first number
300. Next to arrive was the 301-400 series, which was
similar to the new 100-series, thus making TARS a successful carbuilder.
The PCC car appeared on the scene, but TARS never
joined the ERPCC and was not interested in these expensive cars as it reasoned that it could build cars to its
satisfaction. So, along with Alcoa, it designed a Peter
Witt-type car, front entrance and center exit, but bought
one body from Brill before embarking on a building program. It was outfitted and thoroughly tested and the
plans were then drawn up with the center doors offset
and not opposite like the Brill body. TARS was smart
enough to improve on Brill!
Now the 551-625-series hit the streets with much success on the Broadway Line, but the story does not end
there. More cars, 626-685, were built but reverted to the
end-door type as they were less expensive bodies to
build. But they had new innovations like rubberized
trucks and dynamic braking, chimes instead of a
buzzer, and provision for the addition of track brakes
(but these were never added).
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All home-built cars were ideal for heavy urban service.
The unused 1701 was quietly scrapped in 1942, adding
its aluminum to the war effort. By the way, the term
"Huffliner” was used by fans when the “Peter Witt”-type
cars were new, as Brooklyn had Streamliners, Atlantic
City its “Brilliners” and Philadelphia its “Paintliners.” So
why not call these fine cars on Broadway “Huffliner's” in
honor of the venerable president of TARS? In later
years, 626-685 were also included, but indeed the
honor could justifiably be added to these cars as well.
There is a bitter end to this story, but I will not go into
that now.
A fact that is not generally known is that TARS had
intended to build 15 more cars, up to and including
#700.1 They were to be used on the X/167th Street
Crosstown and V/Sound View Avenue Lines, but the
feisty Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia got his way and the
order came to the shop to cease and desist. Anyway,
Sound View had to be motorized as the construction of
the Bronx River Parkway Extension (to the Whitestone
Bridge) gouged a big hole in the pavement, and with the
super T-rail encased in concrete, the company did not
want to build a shoofly, as was done on the Westchester Avenue line. 1939 was the beginning of the end
for TARS. Sad.
After World War II ended, the City of New York, now
undeterred by the wartime restrictions on trolley line
abandonments, forced TARS to motorize its lines. The
then relatively new cars were sold. According to Vincent
Seyfried’s Third Avenue Railway System Roster of
Equipment 1853-1953, all of the center-door (551-625)
cars went to Sao Paulo, Brazil. Vienna, Austria obtained
42 cars of the 626-685 series, plus 3 of the 100-series
cars, 105, 108, and 119, for spare parts. These never
ran in service. Bombay, India got 14 cars of the 626-683
series plus 10 cars of the 150-200 series, except 20
cars, 151-170, which went to Lima, Peru.
Yes, it is a king-size pity that the last of the Mohicans
(car 685) was not saved and also a pity that more were
not snapped up as the WStW (Wiener Stadtwerke
Verkehrsbetriebe) or the Vienna Municipal Transit System was giving them away almost for free. One has to
be glad, I guess, that there are a few in tender loving
hands now. The 629 in Branford is a workhorse and a
good thing is that BERA knows how to and does keep it
in good shape. Contrast this with the Crich Museum in
the United Kingdom, where, I am told, the car is seldom
used as "it uses too much electricity." Several other cars
have also been preserved at other museums.
1

I got this information from the late member Jeff Winslow,
(Continued on page 20)
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Around New York’s Transit System
Will Second Avenue Subway Have Platform Doors?
NYC Transit officials are studying the feasibility of installing platform edge doors in Second Avenue Subway
stations. When Lawrence Reuter was the President of
NYC Transit, he opposed this innovation because it was
expensive and difficult to maintain. After he left, the engineers studied whether the stations could be cooled
more efficiently by enclosing them with panels and sliding doors synchronized with the trains’ doors. Station
temperatures could be reduced by about 10 degrees
using cold water to chill the air blown into the stations. If
the platform was not enclosed, the hot air from the tunnel would mix with the cool air. Energy could be saved
by enclosing the platform. This barrier could prevent
people from throwing litter on the tracks and may reduce track fires. If these doors are installed, the door
spacing on the cars operating in the new subway must
be compatible with the spacing of the platform doors.
Walking Between Subway Cars is Prohibited
Since December, 2005, walking between subway cars
has been illegal. Before that, it was illegal to ride between cars on a moving train. Newspapers report that
thieves frequently ride between cars and grab pocket-

books from passengers standing on the platform.
Cameras May Be Placed in R-160s
NYC Transit asked Kawasaki and Alstom, R-160 carbuilders, to suggest ways of installing security cameras
in the cars. NYC Transit will study the design, and install
them in a few cars. This test will determine whether the
cameras can withstand the steel dust, bumps, jolts, and
frequent stopping and starting of the trains. The camera
could store images which could be retrieved if a crime
were reported.
New NYC Transit President Named
On April 10, Howard H. Roberts, Jr. was named as
President of MTA New York City Transit. A West Point
graduate and a holder of master’s degrees in public
affairs and engineering from Princeton University, he
served in the U.S. Army from 1961 to 1981. He joined
NYC Transit in 1981 as Vice President for Finance and
Administration, and was Vice President and Chief Operating Officer for NYCT’s bus system from 1983 to 1986.
In 1989, Mr. Roberts joined SEPTA, serving as Deputy
General Manager until January, 1997. Since that time,
he was a consultant.
Mr. Roberts assumed his new post on April 11.

Interesting Subway Car Facts

with the thought of being attractive to off-peak riders,
who are more likely to have alternatives. Increasing the
number of off-peak riders is the best way to improve the
economics of the operation, as it generally does not
require additional facilities or crews, unlike an increase
in peak hour riders.
NYCT’s Subdivision “B” R-27 through R-42 contracts
used longitudinal seating. Exceptions were then made
for the R-44, R-46, R-68, R-68A, and experimental R110B, when transverse seating returned. However, the
R-143 and R-160 contracts reverted to longitudinal
seating. All Subdivision “A” cars from R-12 through R142 (except the experimental R-110A) are longitudinal.
Managers, designers and carbuilders ought to be out
riding frequently, and in both peak and off-peak conditions.

(Continued from page 4)

The (email) writer’s personal opinion is that the arrangement provided on the R-1 to R-9 cars, or as improved on the R-10 cars, is about the best possible for
a frequent-stop inner city operation, where doors about
15 feet apart are necessary to keep the stop time to a
minimum. This provides 8 cross seats per doorway,
which are always the ones occupied in off hours - passengers know which are more comfortable. At the same
time, passenger flow in, out, and through the car moves
freely. For a car with longer door spacing, additional
rows of cross seats should be provided, as has been
done at CTA and WMATA.
While the cars should be designed with consideration
of peak hour conditions, they should also be designed
A Little-Known Third Avenue Railway System Fact
(Continued from page 19)

who had a good relationship with TARS official Frank Seeney.
Jeff did some drafting work for him (and was modestly com-
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pensated), so was pretty close. I wish I had recorded some of
the things he learned from him, interesting inside stuff on
TARS' carbuilding efforts. The “Huffliner” was his baby even
though the cars were nicknamed after ol' Slaughter W. Huff.
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CENTENNIAL OF NEW HAVEN ELECTRIFICATION
The first electric train on the New Haven
Line ran 100 years ago. Electric trains started
operating before the company was ready
because of the great demand for this service.
Test trains started running on April 18, 1907.
The first electric passenger train departed
from New Rochelle at 7:50 AM and arrived at
Grand Central at 8:28 AM on July 24, 1907,
after which 12 electric local trains were in
service each day. When service was extended to Port Chester on August 5, 1907, 23
electric local trains were in service. Electrification was extended to Stamford on October
6, 1907 and to New Haven in 1914. When
construction was in progress, trains changed
from electric to steam locomotives at the stations listed above. Most or all of the local service was provided by MU electric trains.
Electrification was recently extended to
Boston and through service is being operated
between Boston and Washington. Steam locomotive-hauled trains had been operating in
the Park Avenue Tunnel to Grand Central
since the 1870s, and there were several collisions in the smoke-filled tunnel. The January
8, 1902 collision was the worst. The smoke
was so thick that the Engineer could not see
the red signal of the train ahead. As a result
of this accident, the State Legislature passed
a law prohibiting steam operation south of
the Harlem River after July 1, 1908. Management adopted electric traction and met the
deadline. The last steam locomotive operated to Grand Central on June 27, 1908.
The New York Central decided to install
third rails to supply power for its electric
trains. From Grand Central, the electrification
extended 24 miles to White Plains North and
33 miles to Croton-Harmon. The railroad built
two power houses and transmitted three-

phase 11,000-volt, 25 Hertz a.c. to eight substations. Rotary converters changed the high
voltage a.c. to 650 volts d.c.
Because the New Haven’s electrification
was much longer than the New York Central’s, 60 miles from Woodlawn Junction to
New Haven, the railroad’s engineers decided
to install overhead trolley energized at 11,000
volts a.c. At this high voltage, power could be
transmitted efficiently for long distances.
At Cos Cob, 18 miles from Woodlawn Junction and 42 miles from New Haven, the railroad built a coal-fired power house with four
11,000-volt steam turbine generators. Three
generators were rated at 3,750 kVA single
phase and one supplied 6,000 kVA threephase. (It could also supply single-phase
a.c.) New Haven’s power distribution circuits
were much simpler than New York Central’s
circuits, but their locomotives and the MU
cars’ control circuits were more complicated
because they had to operate on two different
voltages — 11,000 volts a.c. from the overhead catenary and 650 volts d.c. from the
third rail on the New York Central’s tracks
between Woodlawn Junction and Grand
Central.
After studying his electrical engineering
textbook dated 1937, your Editor-in-Chief
was able to explain how these dual voltage
locomotives and MU cars operated. This college textbook reveals that the single-phase
series traction motor includes all the principal
electrical features of a d.c. series motor.
Therefore, a well-designed a.c. motor is an
excellent d.c. motor and will operate on direct
current as well as, or better than, on the frequency for which it was designed. When operating under the catenary, the motors re(Continued on page 18)
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STORAGE BATTERY STREET CAR OPERATION
IN NEW YORK CITY
by Stephen L. Meyers
EVOLUTION

both the offending line and the city in which they operated as “old fashioned,” and this was a fatal negative.
So the search for an inexpensive alternative continued.

In the scheme of things in the development of the
street car in America, the road was originally straightforward. First came the use of horse-drawn omnibuses,
which was common in most larger American cities.
They ran on unpaved streets, with passengers entering
via a door in the center of the back of the vehicle opening directly onto the street, often resulting in the soiling
of the passengers’ clothes, an obvious negative for potential riders. By putting the horse-drawn cars on rails
and permitting passengers to enter or leave via rear
platforms instead of directly into the car’s interior, many
of the objections of commercial street travel were overcome. Although the horse cars also ran in the mostly
unpaved roads, the ride was smoother, passenger comfort increased multifold and their presence often led to
the paving of their rights-of-way and the adjoining roadway.
During the later years of the 19th century, transit operators recognized the shortcomings of animalpropelled vehicles. The number of animals required for
large scale operations was staggering. Also huge were
the direct costs of maintaining the huge fleet of horses
including massive stables, the feeding, the cleaning
and, most offensive of all, the clearing of “animal waste”
from both the car barns and the streets.
So the transit companies spent huge amounts of
money trying to invent or discover new ways to move
passengers without animal power. Many types of vehicles were tried, including rudimentary internal combustion motors, magnetism, compressed gas, etc., but
originally only one seemed to fill the bill: the cable car.
Convenient as it was and as great a leap forward as it
seemed, the cable car concept had two tremendous
drawbacks: its workings were dreadfully expensive to
build and, it was soon discovered, complicated to operate. So alternate modes were still sought, and one was
finally found that was so successful that within about a
decade it had virtually destroyed the cable car industry.
That new mode was the electric street car.
The electric street car’s success was overwhelming
and widespread, and it had the almost immediate effect
of allowing towns and cities to quickly expand. But even
this new concept had its drawbacks. In Manhattan the
electrified lines used remarkably expensive-to-build
conduit power transmission. Therefore, operators of
large horse car networks discovered it was still too expensive to convert all their lines to electric power. Many
horse car lines were still important as feeders but were
just barely economically viable on their own. However,
the image of horse cars plying city streets still branded

STORAGE BATTERY CARS
The most successful candidate for low-cost propulsion
was the storage battery (S/B) car. Once storage batteries had been developed to a level where their endurance and maintenance could be measured and controlled, they seemed to be the natural choice. An early
pioneer in this concept was the Edison-Beach Company, which produced a series of small S/B cars used
mostly on shortline rail routes and with moderate success on lightly traveled street railway lines where economical operation, not speed, was the issue.
Storage battery cars were powered by electricity supplied by banks of wet cell storage batteries usually located under the seats of the cars and were easily replaceable. The batteries supplied sufficient electricity to
run a car for about 110 miles at speeds of between six
and eight miles per hour before requiring recharging.
The recharging of the batteries usually took place at
night in car barns with special equipment designed to
generate sufficient power to quickly recharge multiple
sets of batteries.
Ultimately both the fledgling New York Railways and
the widespread Third Avenue Railway System realized
that the S/B technology might well be the answer to
mechanizing some of their horse car lines that were not
heavy enough to support conduit construction but were
still too important to be left with horse power. These two
huge companies approached the S/B concept from
completely divergent directions.

OPERATIONS
New York Railways
When the wreckage of the Metropolitan Street Railway
was reorganized as the New York Railways Corporation, the new owners and management turned out to be
the Interborough Rapid Transit Corporation. It was
quickly recognized that the new company was still perceived by the public as just a reincarnation of the old
Metropolitan Company, so the company decided to take
a chance to create a whole new image. The managers
in charge of equipment, Messrs. Hedley and Doyle of
the IRT, in conjunction with the major street car builders,
came up with a whole new concept — the stepless
street car.
This bold design developed three street car designs
utilizing the low-level doors apparently as a practical
answer to the then-fashionable “hobble skirts” univer(Continued on page 3)
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as two-man units and were not capable of being modified for one-man operation, the newly retired cars were
unusable and also impossible to sell to other street car
systems. Many of the cars were sold for scrap, while
about 40 cars were saved for use on the remaining line.
Judging from the car utilization records, as cars broke
down they were simply replaced by stored cars of the
second series. And, by 1931, even this last remaining
S/B operation was scrapped.
Third Avenue Railway System
Third Avenue Railway’s approach to storage battery
was entirely different from that of New York Railways.
Rather than “reinvent the wheel,” it extended its own
experience in carbuilding, modified existing car designs,
and, by evolution, came up with a winning result. It took
some of its horse cars and experimented with various
body configurations. During this experimentation period
it rejected the then-popular concept of convertibility and
finally settled on a car that was virtually a miniature version of their standard closed cars. It was a single-truck,
seven window, double-ended deck roof car with end
platforms. The company kept the design very simple
with the storage batteries situated under the longitudinal
seats.
If New York Railways operated its storage battery
cars mainly in lower Manhattan, the theme song of
Third Avenue Railway System’s storage battery operations could be that old New York song that starts “East
Side, West Side, all around the town…”. Their storage
battery (S/B) cars ran in lower Manhattan, in midtown
Manhattan, along the East River, along the Hudson
(North) River, in uptown Manhattan, in the far east
Bronx and, surprisingly, for a short time, in Brooklyn.
In 1910 Third Avenue Railway System constructed in
its own shops its first set of storage battery cars, units
1A-5A (later 1201-1205) built from ex-horse cars plus,
in 1911 car number 6A which became the model for its
standard S/B cars. In 1910, TARS constructed units
1126-1151, built for use on its two weakest but still vith
able crosstown horse car lines, 110 Street Crosstown
th
th
and 28 & 29 Street Crosstown. The cars were so successful that it ordered an additional identical set of 50
cars from J.G. Brill in 1911. These cars, 1152-1201,
were used on subsidiary company Dry Dock, East
Broadway & Battery Railroad, lines in downtown Manhattan and within the lower East Side. A repeat order for
79 additional cars was placed with Brill in 1913. Numbered 1202-1280, these cars were used on the Central
Park, North & East River long belt lines. A number of
cars in this series were sent up to the Pelham Park &
City Island Line.
In time, all but one of those S/B lines were discontinued. Third Avenue Railway System’s Avenue B Line ran
until 1932, becoming the last S/B line to run in New
York City.
A major difference between the TARS cars and those

Storage Battery Street Car Operation in NYC
(Continued from page 2)

sally in favor with women. The full skirt was designed
with a very small diameter skirt bottom which restricted
climbing aboard street cars, among other things. The
new street car models included one huge center door
double-decked car which was never duplicated, a large,
oddly shaped, single-deck double-trucked center door
car that was ordered in great quantity and touted as the
most modern street car design in New York, and, finally,
a tiny, four-wheel center door storage battery car. The
design was absolutely “cutting edge” and immediately
changed the image of New York Railways to that of an
ultra-modern traction company.
Unfortunately, there was a major design flaw in the
center door concept: all of these designs lacked any
way to enter or exit the cars other than via that center
door. This forever locked their modern fleet into a twoman operation. In the earlier days the high cost of the
two-man crew was not too significant but, as labor costs
increased, the additional cost ultimately helped to kill
the street car company!
New York Railways’ stepless storage battery cars
were a mechanical wonder. Not only was the center
entrance low to the ground, the entire car sat low in the
street. Contemporary photographs of the cars in action
in the New York City streets suggests a pre-automotive
Volkswagen design. The battery power was transmitted
from the motors to the trucks by a simple chain drive.
Much innovative imagination went into this pioneering
design.
New York Railways’ Storage Battery Lines
The original cars, modified slightly from the pilot
model, were introduced on two moderately heavy lines,
the Metropolitan Crosstown (Spring & Delancey Streets)
line in 1913 and the Madison-Chambers Street line in
1914. A total of 46 cars covered the schedules, In 1915
the New York Public Service Commission ordered New
York Railways either to discontinue its three remaining
horse car lines or replace them with S/B cars. The
hopelessly lightly traveled Bleecker Street Line was
abandoned in 1917 but the remaining lines, Sixth Avenue Ferry and Avenue C, each received S/B cars. The
original cars were built by Brill in 1912 (7000, the original pilot car) and American Car and Foundry in 1913
(7001-7045). The second series of cars (7046- 7115)
were built in 1915-1916 by the Southern Car Company.
In 1918 the New York Railways Corporation entered
bankruptcy and in 1919 the receivers, in a drastic costcutting program, ordered the cessation of all S/B service. Some of the second series of cars had been on
the property for less than 18 months! After a period of
about six months, S/B service was reinstated on a single route, the Spring & Delancey Streets Line, in February, 1920 and continued until 1931 as New York Railways’ last S/B line. Because the cars were configured

(Continued on page 4)
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horse cars. The construction of the East River bridges
and subway tunnels quickly killed the connecting ferry
lines making this line superfluous. Thus, the reequipped line was an abysmal failure and by 1919 the
entire operation was discontinued without replacement,
much to the relief of the accountants of the TARS!
East Side, West Side
The Central Park, North & East River Railroad, later
renamed the Belt Line Railway Corporation, was acquired by the Third Avenue system in 1913 and consisted of the conduit electric 59th Street Crosstown line
and the horse-powered East Belt Line which ran mainly
along the East River from 59th Street to South Ferry and
its twin, the West Belt Line which ran mainly along the
Hudson (North) River to South Ferry. Both of these lines
received storage battery cars, shortly after Third Avenue
Railway purchased the system. Both Belt Lines were
reasonably successful, but plagued by heavy vehicular
traffic which made keeping a schedule impossible and
the prospect of investing heavy money in replacing
worn out track Third Avenue Railway System decided to
abandon the East Belt Line in 1919 and the West Belt
Line in 1921.
Uptown
One of the major components of the Third Avenue
Railway System was the 42nd Street, Manhattanville &
St. Nicholas Avenue Railway, which operated the electrified 42nd Street Crosstown, the Broadway (Branch)
line and the Tenth Avenue lines and the storage batteryequipped 110th Crosstown line. The latter started S/B
operations on August 31, 1910 and ran from the East
River and E. 110th Street, across 110th Street to Saint
Nicholas Avenue, and up that street to W. 125th Street,
terminating at the Fort Lee Ferry terminal at W. 125th
Street and Twelfth Avenue. In 1921, in a cost-cutting
move, its S/B cars were converted to one-man operation but even this measure was not sufficient to save the
line which was discontinued on September 21, 1930.
The Country Line
On July 9, 1914 Third Avenue Railway System took
possession of the portion of the former Pelham Park &
City Island Railway, which ran between the Bartow station of the New Haven Railroad and the isolated village
of City Island on Long Island Sound in the Bronx. TARS
substituted a small fleet of surplus storage battery cars
for the decrepit horse cars which formerly served the
line. This isolated operation, starving for passengers,
lasted until August 9, 1919, ending probably the most
rustic S/B operation within New York City. It could not
compete with the City Island Motor Bus Company,
which was operating buses to the IRT at Pelham Parkway and White Plains Road and at Tremont Avenue and
Boston Road since 1916.
Odd Operation
Finally, when the Brooklyn & North River Railroad inaugurated street car service over the Manhattan Bridge

Storage Battery Street Car Operation in NYC
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of New York Railways was that the Third Avenue Railway System cars, being double-ended with end platforms and doors, could be modified for one-man operation. And, indeed, the 110th Street line was eventually
“one-manned”. The one-man feature also meant that
these cars had value in the used street car market. The
Boston, Revere Beach & Lynn purchased two for its
non-electrified feeder Point Shirley Street Railway subsidiary.
Finally, as the marginal S/B lines became submarginal and were abandoned, the TARS rebuilt some
of the S/B cars to straight electric operation using trolley
poles. At least seven of them were transferred to Steinway Lines in Queens, but were quickly rejected as being too small. Still other electrified cars were used by
TARS on a few shuttle or short lines in the Bronx. I have
a photo of one on the Harlem Shuttle line.
Third Avenue Railway System’s Storage Battery Lines
Lower Manhattan
The Third Avenue Railway System component company that operated in lower Manhattan, other than the
namesake Third Avenue Railway Company, was the
marvelously named Dry Dock, East Broadway & Battery
Railroad. It operated two major conduit lines, Grand
Street/Williamsburg Bridge and Post Office. It had one
early pre-battery route, Cortlandt Street line which later
changed names and propulsion becoming in 1907 the
Canal Street and Grand Street Ferries line. In 1911 it
converted from horse car to S/B and ran until 1918
when the route was abandoned.
The longest running S/B line in Manhattan was the
Avenue B route. The line started running horse cars in
1866 and converted to S/B in 1911. Much to everybody’s surprise, in spite of major demographic changes,
this important east side line ran until 1932. When, as
New York City’s last S/B line, it was finally discontinued,
TARS gave up the franchise and buses of the Avenue B
& East Broadway Transit Corporation replaced the little
single-truck street cars.
Midtown Manhattan
Most of the lower and midtown street railway lines
connected the city center to the East and Hudson River
ferries. Built less than half a mile between two major
crosstown lines was the 28th & 29th Street crosstown
line (of the same corporate name). Because of its proximity to major competing conduit crosstown lines at 23rd
Street and 34th Street, traffic was never very heavy and
this hapless line often became the testing grounds for
experimental self-powered cars, virtually all of which
were failures. For some reason, the Third Avenue Railway System took over this forlorn independent operation in 1912, changing the corporate name to MidCrosstown Railway Company and quickly substituting
their own storage battery cars in place of the decrepit

(Continued on page 5)
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Storage Battery Street Car Operation in NYC

In all objectivity, the concept of storage battery cars
could, at best, be considered a minor success. Their
use turned out to be more a holding action to keep
street cars running than a revenue growth instrument.
And, as the demographics of Manhattan changed, demand patterns changed and street railway lines were
replaced by lower cost buses. The net result was that
the little S/B cars quickly became redundant and were
discarded, ending a short, interesting, and almost forgotten chapter in New York’s street car history.

(Continued from page 4)

on November 13, 1912, the electric conduit built for the
line was not yet complete. Therefore B&NR leased
some storage battery cars from TARS, one of the coowners of the bridge line. The S/B cars ran across the
bridge to Brooklyn until February 9, 1913, when the
conduit was completed, at which time electric cars commenced handling the bridge service. This was the only
S/B service in New York City to run between boroughs.

All photos, author’s collection

New York Railways cars 551 and 1773 on the Delancey Street Line,
with Third Avenue Railways car 1253 on the Avenue B Line in 1919.

Delancey Street, with storage battery car at the far right.

Varick and Broome Streets, December 4, 1913.

One-man car 1136 on the 110th Street Line. Note the headlight placement by the front entrance sign.

In December, 1910, battery cars replaced the horse cars on the 28th
and 29th Street Crosstown Line, shown in this March 23, 1908 photo.

New York Railways car 7047, built by Southern Car Company, on
the Delancey Street Line. This is from the second series.
(Continued on page 6)
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W. 110th Street, near Central Park.

Third Avenue Railway System car 1135 on W. 110th Street near
Central Park, with the left door step removed for one-man service.

Third Avenue Railway car 1133 on the 28th-29th Street Crosstown
Line at W. 23rd Street Ferry.

Harlem Shuttle ex-battery car 1228, rewired for 600-volt operation.

Charging station and siding on City Island.

The first battery car on City Island.

(Continued on page 7)
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Sixth Avenue Ferry Line on Varick Street, December 4, 1913.

Chambers Street under the Municipal Building in 1915. The IRT City
Hall elevated station, which was being rebuilt, is in the background.

Sixth Avenue Ferry Line.

Another view of the Sixth Avenue Ferry Line.

First series prototype car 7000.

East Belt car 1262, West Belt car 1209, and New York Railways car
5067 at South Ferry on June 28, 1914.
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DECAMP BUS LINES LOSES SUIT AGAINST NJ TRANSIT
by Philip Craig
On May 15, 2007, a New Jersey Superior Court judge
rejected the claim of DeCamp Bus Lines, a firm with a
137-year history of providing service in Essex County,
that NJ Transit illegally seized its ridership when it instituted Midtown Direct service from Montclair to Manhattan. The bus company, which now operates six routes
and once transported its passengers along dirt roads in
a horse and buggy, asserted in a lawsuit that its long
history was being brought to a close by the Montclair
Connection and its state-subsidized fares. The
(Newark) Star-Ledger reported that legal experts said it
was a novel argument with potentially far-reaching implications. DeCamp argued that unfair competition created by the subsidies amounted to an unconstitutional
government seizure of its property.
However, Judge Theodore Winard, who heard 18
days of testimony in the case last year, ruled that ridership is not property and that DeCamp had no exclusive
right to its riders. Winard said he found it "incredible for
DeCamp to believe that it holds a right of exclusivity in
its bus routes," and he said finding in favor of the bus
company would hinder the development of a regional
transit network.
DeCamp officials said the Midtown Direct service was
being offered at fares 31 percent to 54 percent lower
than DeCamp's. In October, 2002, the first full month
after the connection was established, ridership for the
three routes fell to 148,000 from 166,000 a year earlier,
he said. DeCamp's chief operating officer, Gary Pard,
testified in the trial that the opening of the Montclair
Connection in 2002 had cut deeply into the ridership of
three of the company's bus routes, Nos. 33, 66, and 88,
which accounted for three-quarters of its revenues. The
company's lawsuit asked Winard to award it $36 million
for past and future losses on the three routes. However,
the judge noted that the Regional Plan Association, a
nonprofit agency that helps guide transportation policies, had recommended a Montclair-Manhattan commuter rail link as far back as the 1920s.
Echoing the arguments of Alvin Little, the Deputy State
Attorney General who represented NJ Transit, Winard
said DeCamp raised no opposition in the decade and a
half after the state first announced plans for a Montclair
Connection in 1979. He said NJ Transit issued an environmental impact statement and held public hearings on
the plan in 1984, without an appearance by or any opposition from DeCamp. "Thus, DeCamp knew, or should
have known, about the impending development and
implementation of the Montclair Connection as far back
as 1984," the judge said. "Yet, the company failed, for
14 years, to voice any objection to the Montclair Connection's operation over its 'exclusive' terrain, or the
rail's encroachment on its 'protected property.’"

Judge Winard also faulted DeCamp for contending
that the state allows NJ Transit to compete unfairly by
subsidizing its losses when the company also has accepted state subsidies. The state has provided DeCamp
with 50 buses under a low-cost lease program.
"DeCamp's operating success is largely dependent
upon these subsidies," he said. "Thus, there is no logical or principled basis to argue that the state is
'deliberately' attempting to destroy DeCamp's business."
Unmentioned by DeCamp Bus Lines (or NJ Transit) in
the suit over completing the Montclair Connection and
implementing Midtown Direct service on the Montclair/
Boonton Line is that DeCamp's bus lines were deliberately set up in the late 1920s and early 1930s to parallel
lines of the Erie Railroad and the Delaware, Lackawanna & Western Railroad and to pick up and discharge passengers at their stations. This pattern continued well after World War II, indeed into the 1980s.
Route 33 stopped at the Caldwell station of the Erie
Railroad's Caldwell Branch; the Lackawanna's Montclair
station (at Bloomfield Avenue and Grove Street); the
Lackawanna's Glen Ridge station; and within walking
distance of the Lackawanna's Bloomfield station. Its
rush-hour Grove Street expresses even today pass
within a block of the Montclair station of the Erie's
Greenwood Lake line, now Walnut Street, Montclair on
NJ Transit's Montclair/Boonton Line. Route 66 stopped
at the Watchung Avenue and Upper Montclair stations
of Erie's Greenwood Lake Line and within a short walk
from its Mountain Avenue and Montclair Heights stations, all four of which are still served by NJ Transit's
Montclair/Boonton Line. Similarly, Route 88 was routed
from Orange through East Orange, Bloomfield, and Nutley so that it passed in front of or near several stations
of the Lackawanna's Morris & Essex Lines and Montclair Branch (Highland Avenue, Orange, Brick Church,
and Bloomfield) as well as the Erie's Orange Branch,
Greenwood Lake Line, and Newark Branch. None of
these routings were selected by accident: DeCamp
went where the passengers were, namely at or near
railroad stations.
Missing from NJ Transit's responses to DeCamp's
dubious legal arguments is that the Erie and Lackawanna did not sue the State of New Jersey because it
built highways such as S-3 (now Route 3) that facilitated
DeCamp's efforts to attract passengers away from the
railroads. The railroads also did not sue the various municipalities over their decisions to allow DeCamp to establish bus stops at or near railroad stations. Neither did
the railroads sue the Port Authority of New York & New
Jersey because it built the Lincoln Tunnel or the Port
(Continued on page 18)
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Commuter and Transit Notes

No. 224
by Randy Glucksman

game days. What is interesting, besides this new station, is that Metro-North has plans to route some Harlem and New Haven Line trains to this station via the
Mott Haven Wye. Shuttle service is also planned from
Grand Central Terminal and Harlem-125th Street.
Metro-North and Bombardier have come up with some
solutions to the flat wheel problems that plagued the
railroad last fall when the computers onboard the M-7s
caused the wheels to lock up when they detected wheel
slippage. According to The Journal News, on rainy autumn days, speed restrictions will be imposed and in
areas where the maximum allowable speed (MAS) is
75-80 mph, train speeds will be restricted to 50 mph.
This means that trains could lose some time, but the
railroad estimates that on a typical run that would be 6
or 7 minutes, instead of 10 to 12 (not explained). The
M-7s’ software for the default safety mode has been
relaxed a bit on the wheel slip protection system so that
the brakes will not be automatically applied under slipslide conditions. It is hoped that with these new protocols in place the flat wheel problem will be eliminated or
at least reduced significantly, so that fewer cars will
have to be sent to the wheel truing facility and more can
remain in service. Last fall, at the worst, approximately
200 of Metro-North’s and 100 of the Long Island’s M-7s
were out of service for wheel repairs.
In connection with this problem, Bombardier was
awarded a $1.7 million contract to design and install a
sander system on 60 M-7s, of which 10 are MetroNorth’s. Bombardier is working with a committee that
also includes train control suppliers and consultants with
expertise on rail adhesion. The work will be performed
at LIRR’s Arch Street Facility, which is currently leased
by Bombardier to do warranty work. It is expected that
the sanders will be operational by this fall’s leaf season.
When the M-8s start arriving in August, 2009, the cars
will, of course, be capable of operating on catenary
while operating on the New Haven section and on third
rail to Grand Central Terminal, as do the current M-2/M4/M-6 fleets. But these cars will also have the ability to
operate on the LIRR/Amtrak third rail as well. Work is
underway to design a third rail shoe with this capability.
On Track reported that this would enable the cars to
operate into Penn Station.
Metro-North is working with focus groups and the cars
will incorporate the successes of the M-7s, with some
improvements. Mitsubishi propulsion equipment will
continue to be used, but will change from a per-truck
control to a per-axle control to improve wheel slip system performance. The first eight pilot cars will be built in
Kawasaki’s plant in Kobe, Japan, while the production

METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY
In a surprise move, on Tuesday, June 5, MTA announced its intent to provide rail service to Giants Stadium in the Meadowlands, possibly beginning in the
summer of 2009. This startling announcement was
made by MTA Executive Director and CEO Elliot G.
Sander and NJ Transit Executive Director Rich Sarles,
both being recently appointed to head their respective
transit agencies. Here is what has been proposed:
● One-Seat Regional Ride: MTA, via LIRR and
Metro-North, is working with Amtrak, NJ Transit,
and the New Jersey Sports and Exposition Authority on launching a pilot interoperability project. Under this interagency experiment, set to begin in
the summer of 2009, Metro-North's New Haven
Line customers will have rail access to approximately 10 Giants and Jets football games. The
service will provide a one-seat ride from the New
Haven Line to Secaucus, where riders would pick
up an easy transfer to special NJ Transit shuttle
trains to and from the New Jersey Meadowlands
Sports Complex. (Editor’s Note: Construction of
the connecting tracks from the Pascack Valley
Line into the sports complex is underway.)
● Joint Ticketing: In addition, all Metro-North, LIRR,
and NYC Transit riders would be able to transfer
to these and other football trains at Penn Station,
using a single ticket for the entire journey.
This would be the first time that a single ticket would
permit travel across the entire MTA network (commuter,
subway, and bus) and NJ Transit. Mr. Sander also
hinted at future MTA/NJ Transit cooperation in identifying and serving "other kinds of travel patterns.” As could
be expected, not all of the questions were answered,
especially the type of rail equipment that will be used by
Metro-North on the Northeast Corridor.
It should be noted that for many years, it has been
possible to purchase a joint NJ Transit-SEPTA ticket for
rides between New Jersey and Pennsylvania.
MTA METRO-NORTH RAILROAD (EAST)
The Metro-North Committee of the MTA Board approved the construction of Metro-North’s Yankee Stadium station at its May 21 board meeting. Under the
agreement, MTA and the City of New York are splitting
the cost of the $91 million project. MTA will pay $52 million and the city will contribute $39 million for the station, which will be south of the Morris Heights station
(Hudson Line). It will be about six blocks (or an approximately 10-minute walk) from the new Yankee Stadium,
which also is scheduled to open in 2009. An estimated
6,000-10,000 people will use the new station for Yankee
home games. There would also will be service on non-

(Continued on page 10)
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cars will be built in the Lincoln, Nebraska facility and are
to be delivered at the rate of 10 cars per month.
A new set of timetables (General Order No. 405) was
issued effective June 11 (through October 6) to enable
tie installation at various locations. The plan calls for
nearly 50,000 new ties to be installed on two Hudson
Line tracks and on the New Haven Line. Here are the
service changes:
Hudson Line: During the reverse peak, off peak, and
on weekends, Upper Hudson Line train intervals have
been moved up to 19 minutes earlier, and trains will
take an extra 3-5 minutes traveling along their route. In
the AM reverse peak, Train #713 (8:17 AM Grand Central Terminal/Croton-Harmon) now leaves at 8:20 AM.
Also, Train #880 (5:33 PM Poughkeepsie/Grand Central
Terminal) no longer stops at the Cold Spring and Garrison stations. Those stops are being covered by Train
#878, which departs from Poughkeepsie at 5 PM.
Harlem Line: In the AM reverse peak, Train #617 (8:20
AM Grand Central Terminal/Southeast) now departs at
8:17 AM. Also, minor adjustments have been made to
some late-night Wassaic shuttles.
New Haven Line: During the off peak and on weekends, the departure times of Outer New Haven Line
trains have been adjusted either earlier or later by up to
10 minutes, and trains will take an extra 3-5 minutes
traveling along their route.
The 2007 edition of Weekend Rail/Bus Service to
the Berkshires was issued for the period June 22September 3, 2007. There are some minor time
changes since 2006.
It looks like the sale of alcoholic beverages will likely
continue on Metro-North and LIRR. The MTA Board
heard from bankers, brokers, and blue-collar workers
alike who spoke in defense of the existing policy.
P32-AC-DMs 201 and 203 have been returned from
their rebuilding, in the new blue/silver color scheme.
Metro-North is doing its part to help clean up the air
and has received a Green Seal Award by the Federated
Conservationists of Westchester County. Five years
ahead of the mandated time, it has switched to using
low-sulfur diesel fuel (ULSD) for its locomotives. Lest
you think this is not a big deal, MNR uses about 7 million gallons of diesel fuel annually. "Green" fuel is said
to reduce emissions of sulfur (by about 95%), hydrocarbon (13%), carbon monoxide (6%), nitrogen oxide (3%),
and particulate matter (13% or about 10 tons a year).
Prior to taking this step, the railroad checked with the
manufacturer to make sure that engine performance
would not suffer – they were told it would not. They also
wanted assurances from their suppliers that they would
not raise prices – they got that assurance. Making the
switchover to ULSD requires more frequent oil changes,
and to that end, MNR is implementing a recycling pro10

gram under which used lube oil will be burned to heat
Harmon Shop.
MTA METRO-NORTH RAILROAD (W EST)
For many years, Metro-North west-of-Hudson (Port
Jervis and Pascack Valley Lines) weekly and monthly
tickets have been honored on Hudson Line trains, with
some exceptions. For the average commuter the policy
has been anything but easy to understand. The railroad
explained that the discount on weekly tickets was
greater on west-of-Hudson lines. Previously, weekday
weekly and monthly tickets were good from certain stations during the week, but extended to others on weekends. As an example, a monthly Rockland County ticket
(Spring Valley, Nanuet, and Pearl River) to NY Penn is
accepted from all Zone 5 (Croton-Harmon to Tarrytown)
Hudson Line stations at all times. However, monthly
Hoboken, or weekly NY Penn or Hoboken tickets were
only accepted on weekends and holidays from Zone 5.
On weekdays they are good from Irvington, and commuters were liable for a step-up charge of $2.50. Effective June 1, Metro-North made it a bit easier for both
customers and crews to understand. Very simply put, on
weekdays, weekly and monthly tickets are accepted for
travel from the same station as the corresponding
monthly ticket, even if the Hudson Line weekly fare is
greater than the west-of-Hudson fare: NY Penn monthly
and weekly Zone 5 and stations south, and Hoboken
monthly and weekly Irvington and all stations south. No
changes were made to the weekend/holiday policy.
Because of the NJ Transit fare increase, the April 1,
2007 timetable has been re-issued, with a “Revised
June 1, 2007” date.
CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
En route to the May Division meeting, I saw exVirginia Railway Express cab car V-904 at the Kawasaki
plant in Yonkers. When member Bob Underwood and I
spoke earlier that week, he told me that so far none of
these cab cars were in service. All of the ex-VRE trailers that are in service have a Bombardier cab car on
one of the open ends.
A new Shore Line East timetable was issued on June
11. Some minor adjustments to the schedule were
made to accommodate the summer track construction
program. Here is what changed:
● Shore Line East Train #1640 now departs from
Bridgeport one minute later (5:15 PM) and New
Haven five minutes later, picking up passengers at
Union Station at 5:45 PM and the State Street station at 5:47 PM. Arrival times at all shoreline stations are also five minutes later
● Train #1610 now departs from Stamford and other
New Haven Line stations two minutes earlier, arriving at New Haven's Union Station at 9:07 AM
and
the
St a t e
St r e e t
station
at
9:10 AM (one minute later than the previous timetable)
(Continued on page 11)
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MTA LONG ISLAND RAIL ROAD
In advance of new timetables going into effect on May
21, LIRR issued a flyer alerting passengers that due to
the service changes, there would be numerous track
changes at Penn Station during the PM rush hour. How
extensive were these changes? Well, the railroad reported that nearly half of the PM Peak trains would operate from different tracks or platforms, and Ushers
were assigned to assist passengers during the early
days.
A revised Montauk Branch as well as the The Hamptons and Montauk Summer Timetable (on glossy paper) were issued effective May 21.
LIRR published its Belmont Stakes Train Service
timetable for June 9 for the 139th running of this event.
Looking over the contents, I read that only Belmont
Park tickets are honored on these trains, and other
types of tickets such as the City Ticket, 10-trip, Weekly,
or even Monthly tickets are not valid on Belmont Park
trains. Also, alcohol was not permitted on trains and
bags and coolers were subject to search prior to boarding Belmont Park trains at Penn Station and at Jamaica
Station.
One week earlier, due to track work between Huntington and Northport, bus service was provided and a special timetable was issued.
In the June Bulletin, I reported on Metro-North’s car
fleet renewal plans. Member Joe Gagne sent an article
from Newsday reporting that MTA’s Long Island Rail
Road/Bus Committee had discussed plans to purchase
160 M-9s, which would be acquired beginning in the
year 2013. The cost of these cars was not specified, but
is included in the overall $63 billion cost of the East
Side Access Project.
It seems that every expansion project proposed by
LIRR meets with opposition, whether it is constructing
additional yards in Suffolk County or the third track and
grade crossing elimination projects in Nassau. Joe
Gagne sent another article from Newsday reporting
that the scope of this project has been reduced by 1.5
miles. Under the revised plan, 30 fewer properties
would have to be acquired. This is down from the original 124. Also, the length of the third track was reduced
from 11.5 to 10 miles between Hicksville and Queens
Village.
As part of New York City Mayor Michael R.
Bloomberg’s Congestion Pricing initiative (please see
METROPOLITAN AREA, below) to increase public transportation alternatives to neighborhoods that are presently underserved, four commuter rail stations would be
added. They are Corona, closed in 1963, and Elmhurst,
which closed on the last day of 1984. Both were located
on the Port Washington Line, between Woodside and
Shea Stadium. The other two stations would be in the
11

Bronx, at Co-op City and Parkchester, along the Northeast Corridor (former New Haven Railroad). Although
Amtrak currently operates here, more than likely the
service would be provided by Metro-North trains destined to NY Penn Station.
Helena A. Williams, at one time President of MTA
Long Island Bus, where she spent 13 years, has been
appointed President of LIRR, effective June 18. She
succeeds Raymond P. Kenny, who served as acting
President following the retirement of James Dermody
last September 1. By my count, she is the 38th LIRR
President (not counting the “acting” presidents).
NJ TRANSIT
The week of May 21 brought a significant delay to one
or more lines nearly every day. Beginning on Monday,
due to signal problems at various locations, there were
delays to a number of Pascack Valley Line trains, including the one I was aboard. Later that afternoon, because a truck struck an overpass west of Raritan, service to High Bridge was suspended. Buses were called,
and service was resumed the following morning. Tuesday morning, catenary wires were down east of Bernardsville (Gladstone Branch), requiring replacement
bus service to Summit. Finally on Thursday, May 24,
another wire problem, this time east of Secaucus, required that passengers ride trains to Hoboken and use
PATH, which was honoring NJ Transit rail passes. NJ
Transit’s website reported that Gladstone and MontclairBoonton Midtown Direct trains were being routed to Hoboken. This incident began shortly before 6 AM, and
was cleared up by 9 AM.
Governor Jon S. Corzine met with U.S. Secretary of
Transportation Mary E. Peters on May 25, where they
discussed planning for the T.H.E. Tunnel. At the end,
Secretary Peters, although she admitted that she “did
not bring her checkbook,” vowed to support the project.
So far, nearly half of the required funding has been
committed locally. The next step is final approval of the
Environmental Impact Statement.
NJ Transit issued new timetables for all lines as of
June 3. However, there is a note on the covers that
there are new fares as of June 1.
In the June Bulletin I reported that a contract was
awarded to replace the wooden catenary poles on the
Gladstone Branch with steel ones. So, weekends, between June 3 and August 26, and mid-days, beginning
July 9, rail service is being suspended to enable this
work to be done. Three bus shuttles will operate as follows: Summit to Far Hills, Peapack, and Gladstone;
Summit to Berkeley Heights, Gillette, Stirling, Millington,
Lyons, Basking Ridge, and Bernardsville; and Summit
to New Providence and Murray Hill. Customers traveling locally between Summit and Gladstone may need to
take a bus from their station to Summit and then take
the scheduled bus back to their final station. The reverse service is the same.
(Continued on page 12)

NEW
YORK
DIVISION
BULLETIN
OCTOBER,
2000
NEW
YORK
DIVISION
BULLETIN
- JULY, 2007
2005, an option for 131 cars was exercised, and because NJ Transit agreed to accept the cars at a faster
rate than the contract called for, Bombardier is providing
3 bonus cars. Here is how the order stands:

Commuter and Transit Notes
(Continued from page 11)

Most of the time while I am waiting on the lower level
of Secaucus, my train-watching amounts to seeing six
CAR NUMBERS
CONFIGURATION
NUMBER OF CARS
versions of Comets, and several types of NJ Transit
7000-7041
Cab with ADA restroom
42
diesels. However one afternoon in mid-May, a “mini”
Norfolk Southern train went west through the station on
7200-7291
Coach with ADA restroom
92
Track E (4). The consist was a pair of GP-38s, 5615
7500-7644
Coach; no restroom
145
and 5614, bracketing three tank cars. A few months earlier, I had seen a similar train, but this one was on Track
H (3).
At the same time, the Board voted not to spend nearly
During late May, a signal hut with the name $1 million per car to overhaul the 49 Bombardier-built
“SEAMANS” appeared on the west side of the Wood- Comet IIIs, which date from 1990-1. This would be apRidge station.
proximately $500,000 less than purchasing a new MLV.
Princeton University, owner of the rail station in The Comet IIIs were the first cars of their kind to feature
Princeton, would like to transform the area near the a center door. Their predecessors had only end doors.
“Dinky” train station into a major arts hub and would like In announcing the decision, NJ Transit said that it would
to replace this station with a new one that is more than be more cost-effective and beneficial in terms of rider400 feet farther from downtown. According to The Tren- ship capacity to purchase more MLVs than to rebuild
ton Times, some residents, municipal leaders, and the (aluminum) Comet IIIs. So what will become of
members of the Princeton Regional Planning Board, these cars when all of the MLVs have been delivered?
including master plan subcommittee Chairman Marvin And what will be the fate of the two Metro-North Comet
Reed, have urged the university to keep the “Dinky” IIIs, 5179/80, renumbered to 5009/10 (II), that are
station where it is, rather than lengthen the walking dis- leased to NJ Transit? At the present time there is no
tance for pedestrians coming from downtown. The uni- known answer, but the NJ Transit Comet IIIs could be
versity plan calls for moving the station up to 460 feet available for purchase by another transit agency.
south. There is however another option. Princeton UniMember Pete Donner wrote that while passing
versity also owns the building that houses the Wawa through Binghamton on May 18, out of the corner of his
convenience store (which would be moved to a spot eye he caught a glimpse of a group former NJ Transit
near the new Dinky station) and most of the other prop- Comet I cars with BDLX markings parked on what aperties on Alexander Street across from Forbes College peared to be former yard trackage under the NY 17/I-81
that could be replaced by new venues and academic Bridge in Binghamton, New York. Being a good reporter,
space for the visual and performing arts. One Princeton he stopped and copied down all of the numbers, which
Borough Councilman thought that it was ironic that the are: 1602, 1604, 1605 1704, 1705, 1706, 1707, 1710,
university would move the station further away from the 1711, 1714, 1715, 1716, 1718, 1723, 1724, 1727, 1732,
downtown area at the same time that transit villages 1734, 1735, 1736, 1750, 1751, 1753, 1754, 1755, 1757,
around rail stations are being planned for West Windsor 1758, 1759, and 1760. Member George Chiasson forand Hamilton.
warded a report from the Internet which listed a number
A two-year, $3.8 million contract was awarded to Har- of these ex-NJ Transit Sliders. Could these cars be the
sco Technologies for use of its Track Laying Machine ones that were purchased by the Utah Transit Authority
and services. (The concrete ties and rails will cost ex- for its FrontRunner commuter line in Salt Lake City?
tra.) New continuous welded rail (CWR) will be installed
NJ-ARP reported that a ceremony was held on Thurson concrete ties this year on the Bergen County Line, day, June 14 at Princeton Junction to dedicate a plaque
both tracks from HX Drawbridge and Pascack Junction, commemorating the high-speed rail tests performed in
and on the Morristown Line between Chatham and New Jersey in the 1960s. On the NJ-ARP website,
Denville (westbound track). Next year, work will take there is a link that shows the wording on this plaque
place on the single-track section of the Montclair- that recognizes these events:
Boonton Line between Towaco and Denville, as well as
● April 2, 1967 – Four USDOT high-speed cars,
the Main Line between Kingsland and Delawanna.
forerunners of the Northeast Corridor Metroliners,
Forty-five additional multi-level cars have been orreached the speed of 155.2 mph
dered from Bombardier at a cost of $67.5 million as a
● December 20, 1967 - A United Aircraft Corporation
result of Board approval at the June 13 meeting. Of this
TurboTrain passed this point at 170.8 mph during
amount, 8 are for the privately run Atlantic City Casino
acceptance testing before entering regular service
trains; the casinos will pay for these cars. This will bring
between New York and Boston
the total cars on order to 279. The base order was
● 1968-1969 – Each of the 61 original Metroliner
(Continued on page 13)
placed in December, 2002 for 100 cars. In September,
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cars exceed 160 mph during acceptance testing
before entering regular service between New York
and Washington
This plaque was donated by the Pennsylvania Railroad Technical & Historical Society with the support and
assistance of NJ Transit, Penn-Central Railroad Historical Society, LTK Engineering Services, Bombardier
Transportation (successor to Budd, Westinghouse and
Pullman-Standard). Some of the other wording recognizes, honors, and memorializes the efforts of those
who worked in the industry to attain these goals. They
include the Pennsylvania Railroad, Penn-Central,
United States Departments of Commerce and Transportation, Federal Railroad Administration, the aforementioned companies that built the cars/trainsets, and major
parts suppliers.
The February 24, 2007 Hudson-Bergen LRT schedule
was re-issued in late May with a note on the cover that
new fares would be in effect as of June 1.
Beginning June 9, on Saturdays and Sundays, Newark Light Rail operates a 15-minute headway, with all
cars operating through to Broad Street. The downside is
that under the previous schedules, on Saturdays, there
was a 10-minute headway between Grove Street and
Newark Penn Station. Sunday riders between Grove
Street and Newark Penn Station now have 15-minute
service, rather than 20 minutes, and the Broad Street
portion has 15-minute headways rather than the halfhourly they had previously. A new timetable was issued.
On May 29 (the timetables are dated May 26), the
RiverLINE began offering new early-morning service
with a train departing the Walter Rand Transportation
Center at 5:53 AM and arriving in Trenton at 6:42 AM.
The train makes limited stops and arrives in Trenton in
time for customers to connect to Train #3922, an express to NY Penn Station, which departs at 6:50 AM. At
the same time, there are two new southbound trains
between Pennsauken and Camden—one departing at
5:30 AM and arriving at the Walter Rand Transportation
Center at 5:40 AM, and the other departing at 6:10 AM
and arriving at the Entertainment Center station at 6:27
AM. A box on the cover announced that new fares were
in effect as of June 1.
The Saturday schedule calls for the new southbound
departures from Pennsauken at 5:52 and 6:52 AM, arriving at the Entertainment Center at 6:09 and 7:09 AM,
respectively. Sundays, these trips depart at 6:03 and
6:52 AM. In connection with this, I received an email
that after extensive signal updating the line will be
speeded up, with an increase in top speed from 60 to
65 mph. The writer also reported that the line is becoming better and that new housing is evident in several
locations along the line. A lengthened passing siding
and additional signaling in Pennsauken now allow
13

RiverLINE service to reach Route 73 Pennsauken during Conrail's hours of operation. This reminds me (very
loosely) of the famous line from the 1989 movie Field
of Dreams. Before I get comments about this analogy,
the exact line was "If you build it, he will come."
METROPOLITAN AREA
In last month’s Bulletin, I wrote about New York City
Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg’s proposal to implement
Congestion Pricing for a three-year pilot program. Well,
during early June, this proposal took became significant
news after Governor Eliot Spitzer endorsed this idea.
Senate majority leader Joseph Bruno then gave his seal
of approval. These men, along with staff members,
were joined by federal Transportation Secretary Mary E.
Peters at a meeting in Albany that took place on June 7.
Mrs. Peters announced that New York City was one of
nine finalists being considered for a share of $1.1 billion
to help fight urban traffic. In order to receive this funding, the New York State Legislature would have to approve the plan by August. The lone important holdout
(at press time) is Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver,
who was reportedly out raising campaign funds when
this meeting took place. He subsequently would not
give any hint as to whether or not he would support the
proposal, but did raise the issue of health concerns in
the fringe areas, some of which he represents. The Legislature’s session ended on June 21, so if this plan is to
be approved, Governor Spitzer would have to call a
special session to approve or disapprove it.
Here is what is proposed: Vehicles entering Manhattan below 86th Street between 6 AM and 6 PM that do
not remain on either the FDR Drive or Henry Hudson
Parkway/West Side Highway, would be charged $8 for
cars and $21 for commercial trucks. Tolls paid on any of
the Hudson River or East River crossings would be
credited toward that fee. Drivers within the congestion
zone would be charged $4. Even if the Legislature
signed off on this, there are many issues to be resolved
including how to prevent drivers leaving their automobiles in the neighborhoods which are on the fringe of
the congestion zone, whether it be Manhattan, Queens,
Brooklyn, or the Bronx, and then jumping on subways
or buses for the rest of their journey.
MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND (MAY 25 – M AY 28)
MTA Long Island Rail Road
Ten extra eastbound trains were operated on Friday,
May 25, as follows: Port Washington, 1; Port Jefferson,
3; Far Rockaway, 1; Babylon, 3; Long Beach, 1; and
Montauk, 1. On Monday morning, there was one extra
westbound train from Montauk to Jamaica.
MTA Metro-North Railroad
On May 25, three Hudson Line trains operated on earlier schedules, which resulted in later cancellations. On
the Harlem Line, there were two earlier trains, but only
one later cancellation. The New Haven Line scheduled
seven earlier trains with three later train cancellations.
(Continued on page 14)
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NJ Transit
Seven additional westbound trains were operated on
the Morris & Essex to Denville (1), Northeast Corridor
(2), North Jersey Coast (3) and Raritan Valley (1) Lines
on Friday afternoon. In addition, two trains that normally
terminate at Raritan were extended to High Bridge. A
major holiday/weekend schedule was operated on all
lines for Memorial Day, May 28, except for the Montclair-Boonton and Pascack Valley Lines, which presently do not have service on weekends.
OTHER TRANSIT SYSTEMS
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS
As promised, the Greenbush test train made its first
run (under rainy skies) on May 19. About ten days later,
a video, partly filmed on aboard the train, was available
on YouTube at http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=fSjTsnFbWcc. There were crowds along the line, and
most appeared to be happy with the prospect of having
rail service this September. The last time that passenger trains operated along this line was in 1959.
Special cooling fans are being installed in most downtown underground stations to lower the air temperature,
in some cases by 15 to 25 degrees. The fans will also
reduce humidity. (Editor’s Note: This could be similar to
what MTA New York City Transit installed at Grand Central/Lexington Avenue Line several years ago.) At openair bus stations, including Dudley Square and Sullivan
Square, the “T” plans to put in misting fans, like those
on the sidelines at football games. In other stations,
such as State, Park Street, Harvard, and Hynes, evaporative coolers will be used. The Boston Globe reported
that the fans will not make stations feel like airconditioned shopping malls. Daniel A. Grabauskas,
general manager of MBTA, said: "There's no way we're
going to make the stations chilly on an oppressively hot
day, but when you get off the bus or the subway, it will
certainly be more comfortable." Thanks to member Todd
Glickman for sending these reports.
In 2000, seven years prior to the retirement of the
Boeing LRVs, 3451 was shipped to a location deep inside a West Virginia mountain, on property owned by
the West Virginia National Guard. It sees almost daily
service, not in the manner for which it was designed,
but rather as a training vehicle for first responders. The
Center for National Response coordinates training for
military and civilian emergency responders. Those who
have received training have come from across the
United States. Non-toxic smoke is used to simulate conditions that could be caused by fire or dust clouds. The
facility even has an area simulating a subway station,
complete with turnstiles, which allows responders to
practice hauling heavy bulky equipment past such obstacles. Thanks to Metro Magazine for this report.

CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY
DRPA, the Delaware River Port Authority, is also the
operator of PATCO. The Board has not met for the past
year and a half because of a stalemate over dredging
work in the Delaware River. Apparently, there has been
a resolution of this matter. However, a decision has also
been delayed on a PATCO extension on one of three
alignments in southern New Jersey. In mid-May the
Board approved spending $1.5 million for this study,
which also includes looking at the possibility of light rail
service along Delaware Avenue, ending at the South
Philadelphia sports complex.
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA
Member David W. Safford reported, “work on the R5
at Paoli is proceeding steadily, and as of early June,
was moving eastward past Devon. Trains now use the
new track at Paoli, switch to Track 3 through Bryn
Mawr, and then back to Track 1. The latter will be renewed as far as Overbrook, where the main narrows to
Track 3. Later Track 4 will be renewed all the way to
Stiles (I am told – truly, I can only guess exactly where
that is, although I presume it is somewhere around
ZOO). Tracks 2 and 3 were done last year.”
David closed with a bit of humor. “The SEPTA physical
fitness program had a session at Suburban Station on
Thursday evening, May 31. All passengers on board the
Flyer (Great Valley Flyer) were sent from Track 7 to
Track 4 for the local, back to Track 7, and then a return
to Track 4 as the Flyer was variously canceled and resuscitated. I bet that Mack Sennett could have made a
decent comic short from the mass of passengers flooding up over and down through Suburban. Those of us
who followed directions went home on an all-stops local, which was passed midway by the Flyer, apparently
risen from the dead. Go figure.”
David also sent copies of the May 6 timetables and on
the bottom of the cover of the R5/Paoli/Thorndale timetable is a note about “SCHEDULE ADJUSTMENTS TO
SUPPORT RENEWAL OF TRACK NUMBER ONE BY
AMTRAK.” It seems that transit agencies are happy to
put the blame for any delays or possible delays on
someone else, this someone else being Amtrak. Very
often, if the train I am riding into or out of NY Penn Station is delayed, a crew member will make a PA announcement attributing the delay to “waiting for the Amtrak Dispatcher to give us the signal.” If you have ever
seen an NJ Transit service delay letter, more often than
not, the cause of the delay will be Amtrak switch problems, Amtrak wire problems, etc. For those who do not
know better, this does little for the average person’s
support for Amtrak.
Regular copies of the R1 and R2 timetables arrived
after the June column was completed, thanks to member Greg Campolo.
New schedules went into effect June 17 for the City
and Frontier Transit Divisions, and June 18 for the Vic(Continued on page 15)
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tory Transit Division.
The Delaware Valley Rail Passenger, which is published by the Delaware Valley Association of Rail Passengers, published this status report of rail projects in
Philadelphia:
PROJECT SPON- MODE COST
SOR
South
SEPTA Track?
Philadelless
phia
Trackless
Trolley
restoration
Market
Rapid
SEPTA
$710
Street “L”
Transit
million
reconstruction
Light PA-1:
Waterfront DRPA
Rail
$700
Light Rail
million

City
Branch/52
nd
Street

SEPTA

STATUS
Purchase of additional trackless
trolleys rejected by SEPTA
Board in October, 2006

Scheduled completion has
slipped to 2009.

Feasibility study completed
October 2005. Next step
(alternatives analysis) not
scheduled. Option PA-1 would
PA-2:
run on the surface from Spring
$1 bilGarden MFSE station and
lion
Franklin Square to Pier 70.
Option PA-2 would extend the
subway-surface tunnel to the
waterfront and then surface and
turn south to Pier 70. Separate
design study underway; sponsored by the City Planning
Commission and Penn-Praxis
Light $100Shelved after feasibility study
Rail or 200
was completed in 2006 and was
BRT
Million judged to have sufficient costeffectiveness to receive federal
funding.
Rapid
TBD Feasibility study in progress:
Transit
estimated completion March,
2008

Philadelphia Industrial
Development
Corp,
City Plan- Rapid
Roosevelt
$3.4 Shelved. Feasibility study comning
Transit
Boulevard
billion pleted 2003. Preferred alternaCommistive included Broad Street Subsion
way branch from Erie to Cottman Avenue (Phase 1), Grant
Avenue (Phase 2), and Southampton Road (Phase 3); and
Market-Frankford extension to
the Boulevard and Bustleton
Routes 23
Light
SEPTA
$319 Infrastructure $189 million, vehiand 56
Rail million cles $130 million. Programmed
Trolley
in SEPTA capital plan (2012restoration
2019). Various segments of
tracks are now paved over
Subway
extension
to Navy
Yard

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE
By popular demand, RTA has restored Friday evening
service as of April 2. The inbound train departs from
Lebanon at 6:50 PM and arrives at Riverfront at 7:40
PM. Outbound, the train departs at 9:30 PM.
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SOUTH FLORIDA
The fact that the 351-mile Florida East Coast Railway
has been purchased by a New York-based private equity firm for $3.5 billion is not really news for this column. For the record, that firm is Fortress Investment
Group LLC. With that said, it may become important in
the future if the South Florida RTA decides to enter into
an agreement with the new owners to operate commuter service over its tracks. Thanks to member Karl
Groh for sending this report from The Palm Beach
Post.
CINCINNATI, OHIO
Having seen the economic success of Portland’s City
Streetcar, Cincinnati’s City Council would like to have a
four-mile loop using modern streetcars operating in its
city. To that end, it has spent $160,000 on a study, the
results of which were to be released late last month.
The 4-mile loop line would cost about $100 million vs.
the $2.7 billion light rail line proposal. One of our members wrote that he doubts that it will be approved given
Cincinnati's rejection of LRT proposals (the last one in
2002). Some of the proposals would make use of the
city subway which was built during the 1920s and never
completed. It is still there in satisfactory condition, and
may possibly be used for a water main.
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
Facing a budget crisis, CTA’s new president, Ron
Huberman, announced that the transit agency would
make a series of administrative changes that would reduce expenses by about $12.5 million. Some of the
changes involve reduction of non-critical overtime, administrative expenses, advertising, the elimination of
certain positions, and a hiring restriction. President
Huberman also implemented a Performance Management Initiative that will set standards for every employee
and hold managers strictly accountable for the performance of their departments. Huberman said a similar effort at the city level enabled the city to maintain highquality services to Chicago residents while holding
taxes down. Immediately after his appointment he met
with CTA’s upper management to introduce the concept.
Thanks to Bob Hansen for this report.
MADISON, WISCONSIN
Here is a report from a place that I have never reported about from member John E. Raha. “While I was
attending a ‘Short Course’ at the University of Wisconsin in Madison, the local papers extensively reported on
a developing proposal for ‘Commuter Rail’ and/or streetcar system and local hearings on the proposals.
“Madison is a mid-sized city (city=220,000,
metro=400,000) but the area appeared to be transitdense, presumably due to the University population and
the presence of the state capitol. Wisconsin State
Journal stories identify ‘increasing sluggish rush hour
traffic’ — which I attest to — as a motivation for transit
alternatives. Madison’s unique geography is a driver as
(Continued on page 16)
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well, as the university and state capitol are located on
an isthmus between two lakes, leaving little room for
highway development without destroying the destinations.
“Studies have been ongoing since 1992, and in 2002
a collaborative effort called Transport 2020 published a
‘full system vision’ including rail, express buses, and
parking. The proposed commuter rail/LRV route is 14
east-west miles. Transit consultants indicate that the
plan falls short of federal funding guidelines, but is in
the ballpark,’ so work is continuing. The Wisconsin
State Journal also reported that the mayor of Madison
has proposed that a streetcar circulator (a la Portland,
Oregon) be added to the commuter rail new start request. The paper suggests that there is a split (maybe
read conflict) between the city (streetcar) and the
county (LRV) proposals. The Chamber of Commerce is
pushing for a unified approach to seeking federal funding. Regional rail service between Madison and Chicago is also being pursued. WisARP is involved, and
Gov. Jim Doyle and Wisconsin DOT both support Chicago-Madison train service.”
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO
On Fridays and Saturdays, between the Memorial Day
and Labor Day weekends, Rail Runner is running additional train service over the length of its line, Belen to
Sandoval. On Fridays, regular fares are charged; however, on Saturdays, there is a flat $2 fare, which is good
all day.
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON
At its May 24 meeting, the Sound Transit Board unanimously adopted a $10.8 billion Sound Transit 2 Plan
that proposes 50 new miles of light rail as well as improvements to commuter rail facilities and express bus
services. The plan now heads to voters in November as
part of the Roads & Transit ballot measure and would
be financed through a regional sales tax increase of
0.5%. So far, just the Tacoma Link is operating, but
work is well underway on the balance of Phase I, which
includes the line between downtown Seattle and the
airport that is scheduled to open in 2009.
Another extension to Sound Transit’s LRT was approved during June, this one a 3.15 mile extension to
the University of Washington’s Seattle campus. The
new $1.6 billion University Link (U-Link) would run in
the twin-bored tunnels from downtown Seattle to stations at Capitol Hill and on UW's campus near Husky
Stadium. Construction could start as soon as late next
year, with service operating in 2016.
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA
Caltrain is still moving ahead on its plan to electrify its
line. To that end, the Winter 2007 edition of Caltrain
Connection reported that the transit agency is interested in using lightweight electrically-powered rail cars.
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As a result of the full-time opening of the T/Third
Street Line in April, San Francisco Muni undertook a
review of its service and planned to make the following
changes to its light rail lines as of June 30. The new
schedules are aimed at reducing travel time to Caltrain
and the Southeast Corridor and to better serve riders
between the North Beach area and south of Market St.
There were also a few bus service changes.
● J Line cars turn at Embarcadero
● N Line cars operate to the Caltrain station
● K and T Lines become interconnected, with K becoming T inbound at West Portal to Sunnydale. T
will become K in the subway outbound at Embarcadero to Balboa Park (Geneva and San Jose)
● Castro Shuttles restored
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
The Southern California Regional Rail Authority, operator of Metrolink, approved another series of fare increases to be implemented over the next three years.
Beginning July 1, 2007, there will 3.5% increases along
with a restructuring of the ticket pricing policy over a 10year period that began July 1, 2005. “Under the restructuring component of the plan, the method for calculating
fares was changed from a zone structure to a more accurate structure based on the driving distance between
station pairs. Restructuring itself does not result in any
more or less revenue to Metrolink but it will eventually
result in consistent distance-based fares across the system. Ticket prices were also capped at an 80-mile maximum. Under the approved average 3.5% fare increase
for this three year period, 99% of current monthly pass
holders would experience a total fare increase of 6.5%
or less.”
Some LACMTA riders are also seeing a fare increase.
This is the first time Metro has adjusted fares in 3½
years and the second change in the past 12 years.
Thinking long range, Metro anticipates that with fares
unchanged, there would be a $1.8 billion operating deficit over the next ten years. Regular cash fares will remain at $1.25 for the next two years then rise to $1.50
in Fiscal Year 2010 (beginning July 1, 2009). The Metro
Day Pass will go up from the current $3 to $5 July 1,
2007 and to $6 July 1, 2009. The cost of a Metro
monthly pass will be $62 starting July 1, 2007, up $10
from the current charge. It will be $75 in FY 10. Thanks
to member John Pappas for this news.
OCEANSIDE, CALIFORNIA
The North Coast Transit District announced that it is
operating additional Coaster service in support of Saturday evening and Sunday home Padres games. The
new service began on Saturday, June 9. Extra service
was also scheduled for July 4, July 7 and July 8.
TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA
On May 23, GO Transit celebrated the 40th anniversary of the operation of its first train. This took place on
the Lakeshore Line, which was its premier line. GO
(Continued on page 17)
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Transit now operates trains on seven lines. A special
brochure gave the following comparisons:
1967

2007

41.6 miles

224.3 miles

Bus network

0

1405.5 miles

Train stations

15

56

Bus Terminals

0

14

Rail network

Passengers carried (annually)

2.5 million

48.5 million

Railcar fleet

49

415

Locomotive fleet

8

45

Bus fleet

0

305

95 cents

$5.85

One-way fare, Oakville to Union Station

A number of GO Transit’s original fleet of HawkerSiddeley single-level cars are still running revenue
miles for other operators such as AMT and the Ontario
Northland Railway. Also, in the late 1970s through the
early 1980s, a sizeable group of them were leased by
MBTA. The eight original locomotives (EMD GP-40TC)
were sold to Amtrak in 1988.
Progressive Railroading (May, 2007) reported that
GO Transit management is studying various options to
increase service as at the present time there is no spare
capacity. Some of the ideas include adding infrastructure (switches and trackage and lay-up tracks), purchasing equipment so 12-car trains could be operated
and introducing more off-peak service. Platform lengths
would also have to be extended from 10 to 12 cars.
Currently the longest trains are 10 cars. 196 train trips
are operated each day.
BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA
After commuter rail operators failed to make upgrades
to their equipment, commuters rioted. The New York
Times reported that commuters were frustrated over
constant delays in train service to poor neighborhoods.
As a result, parts of Constitucion Station were set on
fire, and there was some looting of nearby shops. The
straw that broke the camels back occurred when a train
broke down on a track just outside of the station and
blocked other trains from leaving. Police who responded used rubber bullets and tear gas. This incident
got the attention of the country’s president, Nestor
Kirchner, who threatened to crack down on the private
rail operators. The lines were privatized in the 1990s.
INDIA
In a remote part of southern India, the Engineer of a
stalled train got help in the form of people power, hundreds of them who were aboard that train. The Associated Press reported that an electrical connection
snapped and the train stalled. The Engineer asked the
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passengers to get out and push the train a distance of
about 60 yards till it could get back on power. It worked:
the train was able to restart, and the journey continued.
NANJING, CHINA
The city of Nanjing has awarded Alstom and CSR
Nanjing Puzhen Rolling Stock Works a contract to supply 144 Metropolis metro cars. Alstom is responsible for
design, traction systems, auxiliary electrical power supply, and the train control and monitoring system, while
Puzhen will manufacture the fleet of 24 six-car trains.
The trains will operate on the new Metro Line 2 and delivery will begin in December, 2008, with entry into service scheduled for November, 2009. Thanks to Railway
Age for this news.
KOREA
History was made on May 17, when trains from South
and North Korea crossed the borders into the other Korea on what were called “test runs.” This was the first
time in 56 years that such an event had taken place.
Both sides described this as a milestone for reconciliation of the divided Korean peninsula. The trains operated over different routes, and it was the South Korean
train that operated through the 2.5-mile wide demilitarized zone, the world’s most heavily armed border. As I
read this in The New York Times, my mind wandered
back to our visit to the island of St. Maarten/St. Martin in
the Caribbean. On one road we traveled, the “border”
between the Dutch and French sides, there was an arch
over the roadway which had a sign that read something
like Welcome to the Dutch side. There was probably a
comparable sign to welcome you to the French side.
In 2000, both Koreas agreed to reconnect their rail
systems. This agreement only came about after the
South promised to send the North 400,000 tons of rice
and $80 million worth of raw materials for soap, shoes
and textiles. South Korea has made more of an effort to
reach this goal, having spent $589 million on materials,
and equipment, including materials lent to North Korea.
Besides the passenger aspect of a trans-Korea railroad,
there would be economies in the cost of shipping goods
to China and Europe, which now must travel by ship.
Despite this small step, it may well be years before this
idea becomes a reality. Many political issues would first
have to be resolved (human rights, nuclear program),
and billions of dollars would have to be found to rebuild
North Korea’s decrepit rail system.
FROM THE HISTORY FILES
40 Years Ago: On July 25, 1967, the first digging for
BARTD took place on Market Street. The first trains began running on September 11, 1972.
25 Years Ago: On July 1, 1982, STCUM, now AMT,
assumed responsibility for operation of the Deux Montagnes Line. In the interim, the entire line was rebuilt
and equipped with modern EMU cars.
News items and comments concerning this column may be
emailed to NYDnewseditor@aol.com.
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Around New York’s Transit System
Increased Riding on L
A newspaper article reveals that riding on L is increasing at a faster pace than the rest of the transit system. Bedford Avenue is the busiest Brooklyn station on
the line, with 4.99 million riders entering last year. This
was a 139 percent increase from 1995, when 2.09 million riders entered the station. During the same period,
subway ridership on the entire system increased 46 percent.
Trains run on a four-minute headway in the rush hour.
But riders often have to let two or more trains pass at
some stations before they can squeeze into a train. In
2002 and 2003, NYC Transit placed 212 R-143s in service. But this fleet was not large enough to accommodate the unexpected increased ridership. Later this
year, service will be increased by adding older cars,
probably R-42s. Until 64 R-160s are available, probably
in January, 2008, rush hour trains will be overcrowded.
At that time, 26 trains per hour will be operated in the
rush hour.
Transit officials are enthusiastic about the new CBTC
(Communication-Based Train Control) signal system
where computers on the train and computers on the
tracks exchange information. This signal system increases safety by constantly checking the speed of the
train and stopping it if it goes too fast.

Subway Cars Will Be Dumped in the Ocean
NYC Transit expects to scrap 1,600 stainless steel
subway cars. It offered New Jersey 600 cars, which
would be dumped in the ocean at no cost. But there is a
prohibition on dumping more subway cars until a study
on the previous cars is completed. Clean Ocean Action
opposed dumping cars on artificial reefs because of the
asbestos in the cars. Although asbestos is dangerous
when breathing the fibers but is safe when it is submerged in water, the experts are still studying this problem. The Jersey Coast Anglers Association opposed
this study because it believes that it is a waste of taxpayers’ money. It is unhappy that Delaware got the Redbirds at no charge and it will fight for the stainless steel
cars, which should last for 30 to 50 years. These cars
could make New Jersey’s Artificial Reef Program the
best in the world.
If New Jersey refuses to accept the 600 cars, which
are offered at no charge, they may be sent to Delaware,
Virginia, South Carolina, or Georgia. These states may
have to pay some of the transportation costs.
R-30A Mystery
Member Ray Berger has heard that R-30A 8409 is
Amtrak’s Wilmington Shops in Delaware, detrucked and
sitting upright on the ground. However, he does not
know how it got there or why it is there. If anybody has
more information, please contact our News Editor.

Centennial of New Haven Electrification

system was almost shut down because of wire failures.
The copper wire was not removed, but a new wire
made of steel or a hardened copper wire was installed
underneath it. The pantographs made contact with this
new wire.
The original triangular catenary was difficult to maintain because it expanded and contracted with temperature changes. It was replaced in New York State in 1992
and in Connecticut ten years later. This new installation
is a temperature-compensating constant-tension catenary based on a British rail pantograph design used in
the United Kingdom.

(Continued from page 1)

ceive current through a step-down transformer. During
the acceleration period, the motor voltage is increased
by means of taps in the transformer secondary. When
the cars or locomotive enter the d.c. zone, the transformer is cut out and two motors in series receive power
from the 650-volt third rail. During the acceleration period, the resistances in series with the motors are cut
out gradually.
The original copper trolley wire was too soft and became kinked, resulting in heavy arcing. By 1908, the
DeCamp Bus Lines Loses Suit Against NJ Transit
(Continued from page 8)

Authority Bus Terminal, both of which helped DeCamp
siphon off their former passengers.
The railroads recognized that passengers belong only
to themselves and were entitled to make choices about
what transportation services best suit their needs. A
transit operator does not "own" its passengers; it can
only attract customers by providing the type of service
18

that they want to use. However, the history of privatelyowned bus companies suggests that they considered it
proper to skim off the riders of railroads and street railways using publicly-provided infrastructure, namely the
roadway system, but always have complained
about "predatory competition" when the publicly-owned
transit systems either invested in rail infrastructure or
improved service, thereby making their services
more attractive and winning passengers over.
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QUEENS BOULEVARD IND TURNS 70 THIS YEAR
Seventy years ago, the IND expanded rap- Gunn, NYCT’s President, accepted a plaque
idly. The Queens Boulevard Line was ex- marking the anniversary from Felix Cuervo,
tended in stages from its original terminal at the head of the Native New Yorkers Historical
Roosevelt Avenue to Kew Gardens and Ja- Association.
On April 24, 1937, the IND was extended
maica. The Brooklyn Crosstown GG route
was extended from Nassau Avenue to its again from Union Turnpike to 169th Street.
present terminal at Smith-9th Street.
Power was turned on and the first test train
The Queens Boulevard IND was extended ran on April 10, 1937. This extension cost
to Union Turnpike on December 31, 1936. $14 million.
Officials rode the first train, which departed
Mayor LaGuardia drove the first train from
Roosevelt Avenue. Long before the sched- from Parsons Boulevard at noon April 24,
uled opening, passengers who wanted to pay 1937. Mayor LaGuardia was at the controls
the first fare waited at Union Turnpike. At 7 for a minute or two. After the trial run, the
AM, turnstiles at both ends of the station Mayor cut the ribbon across one of the enwere opened simultaneously and the contest- trances at Parsons Boulevard. At 1 PM, pasants raced to the stairway. The platform men sengers were allowed to ride the new extenruled that the race ended in a tie, but nobody sion. The officials attended a luncheon at the
rode the first train, which departed from Un- Hotel Franklin, after which the Mayor wition Turnpike at 6:59 AM. This train was only nessed a parade at Jamaica Vocational High
half full at Roosevelt Avenue and the morning School. This parade showed the developrush hour trains were not crowded. The eve- ment of Queens.
Traffic on the new extension increased rapning rush was not busy because people went
home early or stayed in Manhattan for the idly. Passenger traffic statistics for the stations between Queens Plaza and Union
New Year’s Eve celebration.
Between 7 and 10 AM January 4, 1937, the Turnpike are as follows:
first weekday after New Year’s, there were a
DATE
PASSENGERS
few standees among the 10,105 passengers
77,439
riding this extension. The busiest station was April 19, 1937
Union Turnpike, where 2,596 fares were re- May 3, 1937
109,666
corded, and the second busiest was 71st May 24, 1937
110,417
(Continental) Avenue, where 1,836 nickels
During rush hours, E trains operated bewere collected.
E trains made local stops between Union tween 169th Street and Church Avenue and
Turnpike and Church Avenue and GG shut- made express stops between 71st
tles operated between Queens Plaza and (Continental) Avenue and Queens Plaza.
Hours of operations were as follows:
Nassau Avenue.
Fifty years later, December 30, 1986, a Leave 169th Street: 6:25-9:32 AM and 3:07celebration was held at the 71st (Continental) 6:12 PM
Avenue station. At 2 PM, several public offi- Leave Church Avenue: 7:29-10:36 AM and
(Continued on page 4)
cials gathered on the platform, where David
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NEW YORK & STAMFORD RAILWAY COMPANY
(Continued from June, 2007 Issue)
by Bernard Linder
nue, Palmer Avenue, Fenimore Road, private right-ofway, Elm Place, Purchase Street, Boston Road, Cross
Street, Palisade Road, Meadow Street, Midland Avenue, South Street, Grace Church Street, South Main
Street, North Main Street, and Mill Avenue to the state
line. We have no record of the route in Connecticut.
On May 26, 1927, the company received permission
to abandon the Rye Beach Line, whose route is also
slightly different from the track plan:
From Rye station via Elm Place, Purchase Street,
Palisade Road, Meadow Street, Forest Avenue, and
Beck Avenue to Rye Beach.
The Larchmont Manor Line operated from the Larchmont station via Chatsworth Avenue, Boston Road,
Larchmont Avenue, and Cedar Avenue to the terminal.
The Port Chester car barn, which was capable of
housing 60 trolley cars, was converted to a bus garage
where the 57 29-passenger Macks delivered in 1927
and 1928 must have been stored.

In previous issues, we published all the available information about this forgotten trolley line. In this concluding installment, we will describe the transition from
trolley to bus operation.

FARE ZONES
In 1919, main line cars operated from Mechanic
Street, New Rochelle to Stamford, a 26.37-mile line of
which 10 miles were in New York State. New five-cent
zones were as follows:
ZONE

LIMITS

1

Mechanic Street to Dean Place, Larchmont

2

West line of Larchmont to Harrison-Rye line

3

Mamaroneck-Rye line to Rye-Port Chester line

4

Rye-Port Chester line to state line

We have no record of the fares charged in Connecticut.
Just before abandonment, trolley zones were:
ZONE

FARE

FROM

TO

1

5¢

Mechanic Street

Dean Place

2

7¢

Dean Place

North of Larchmont
Gardens station

3

7¢

South of Larchmont
Gardens station

North of Mamaroneck
station

4

7¢

Mamaroneck station

South of Rye station

5

7¢

South of Rye station

State line

6

7¢

Port Chester

Greenwich

7

7¢

Greenwich

Cos Cob

8

7¢

Cos Cob

Stamford

BUSES REPLACE THE TROLLEY CARS
On February 23, 1927, the County Transportation
Company received a Certificate of Convenience and
Necessity (CCN) for the following Port Chester local
routes, which are slightly different from the trolley
routes: From Liberty Square via North Main Street, Putnam Avenue, King Street, North Regent Street, Irving
Avenue, Breckinridge Avenue, Fairview Avenue, Monroe Place, and Westchester Avenue to Liberty Square
and reverse. From Liberty Square via Westchester Avenue, South Regent Street, Boston Road, and South
Main Street to Liberty Square and reverse.
On May 26, 1937, County Transportation received a
CCN for the following Larchmont and Mamaroneck local
lines: Four buses operated from Magnolia Avenue via
Grove Avenue, Cedar Avenue, Larchmont Avenue,
Rockingstone Avenue, Forest Avenue, Weaver Street,
Harmon Drive, Waverly Avenue, Fenimore Road, Hoyt
Street, and Mamaroneck Avenue to the station. Three
buses operated from the north line of Larchmont via
Chatsworth Avenue, Boston Road, Mamaroneck Avenue, Myrtle Avenue, Depot Place, Jefferson Street, Halstead Avenue, Melbourne Avenue, Brook Street, and
Barry Avenue to the east line of Mamaroneck.
We have no record of the route of the main line or the
Rye Beach Line.
Following is an incomplete list of ownership and route
changes:

Overlapping zones except 1/2, 4/5

When buses started operating, ten-cent overlapping
zones were:
ZONE

FROM

TO

2

Dean Place

North of Harrison station

3

South of Harrison station

State line

4

Port Chester

Greenwich

5

Greenwich

Stamford

ROUTES BEFORE ABANDONMENT
On August 17, 1927, the company received permission to abandon the main line. This route is slightly different from the route shown on the track plans in the
February, 2007 Bulletin:
From Dean Place via Boston Road, Chatsworth Ave-

PORT CHESTER LOCAL LINES
County Transportation Company operated several
(Continued on page 3)
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We do not know when service began or ended on the
above extensions.
Route changes are as follows:
September 6, 1977
Most buses were turned at Port
Chester. A bus made only one
round trip between Fordham
Road and Stamford in each
rush hour
September 4, 1979
Buses were rerouted from Boston Road to North Avenue and
Fifth Avenue between North
Avenue and Chatsworth Avenue
September 4, 1984
Discontinued Stamford service
Connecticut Transit operates buses between Port
Chester and Stamford.

New York & Stamford Railway Company
(Continued from page 2)

local lines in addition to the main line, which was sold to
the West Fordham Transportation Corporation on January 1, 1958. County’s name was changed to County
Bus Lines at an unknown date. In August, 1973, County
Bus Lines operated routes 74, 75, 76, and 77 in Port
Chester and Rye. The company’s name was changed
to Port Chester Rye Transit, Incorporated at an unknown date. At the present time, the latter operates
Route 76 in Port Chester and Rye.

MAIN LINE
Fordham Transit Company, Incorporated originally
operated free buses to the subway from apartment
houses on Andrews Avenue and Loring Place in the
Bronx. On April 30, 1943, this company was ordered to
discontinue this service to conserve gasoline during
World War II. On December 28, 1944, the company received permission to run buses from Fordham Road
and Valentine Avenue to Rye Beach during the spring
and summer. Buses started operating between Fordham Road and Mamaroneck on July 19, 1948.
The company went bankrupt in 1957 and reorganized
as the West Fordham Transportation Corporation. It
was merged with Bus Associates on December 12,
1969. The latter was merged again to form Liberty Lines
Transit, Incorporated about mid-1982. At the present
time, Liberty operates the buses on this route.
On January 1, 1958, West Fordham took over
County’s main route, New Rochelle to Port Chester and
Stamford, and expanded operation. Timetables show
the following:
DATE

LARCHMONT MANOR LINE
We do not know when County ceased operating this
route. Beechmont Bus Service, Incorporated was the
operator in 1973. Route 71 was sold to the Hartsdale
Bus Company in 1986 and Hartsdale sold it to Liberty
Lines Transit, Incorporated in 1999. At the present time,
Liberty operates this route.
The Bee Line system is operated by private carriers
under the direction of the Westchester County Department of Transportation, which supervises their operation. The county owns the buses and funds the service,
but the buses are operated by private companies on a
contractual basis.

ROUTE

July 8, 1965

Fordham Road and Valentine
Avenue to the World’s Fair

June 29, 1964 and July 8, 1965

Port Chester to Pelham Bay Park
station and the World’s Fair

September 12 and November 28,
1966

Stamford Square to Pelham Bay
Park station and the George
Washington Bridge Bus Station

New York & Stamford open car at Liberty Square, Port Chester.
Stephen L. Meyers collection

Port Chester Street Railway, predecessor to New York & Stamford.
Stephen L. Meyers collection
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all times.
On July 1, 1937, there was a ceremony at noon at the
Hoyt-Schermerhorn Street station. Regular GG service
began at 1 PM after Mayor LaGuardia cut a ribbon at
this station. The special train proceeded to Queens
Plaza, where the Mayor posed in a Motorman’s suit.
The special train returned to Hoyt-Schermerhorn Street.
Another ceremony was held above ground, after which
the guests attended a luncheon at the Hotel Grenada.
In less than five years, the IND expanded rapidly and
became a competitor to the IRT and BMT lines. In the
year ending June 30, 1938, 349,767,433 fares were
collected from passengers riding the R-1s, R-4s, and R6s (cars 100-1399).

Queens Boulevard IND Turns 70 This Year
(Continued from page 1)

4:11-7:16 PM
EE locals made all stops between 169th Street and
Church Avenue at other times. GG local service was
extended to 71st (Continental) Avenue during rush
hours, but was still turned at Queens Plaza at other
times.
When the Brooklyn Crosstown Line, which cost $35
million, was opened on July 1, 1937, GG trains operated between 71st (Continental) Avenue and Smith-9th
Street at all times. E trains, operating between 169th
Street an d Church Avenue, made express stops between 71st (Continental) Avenue and Queens Plaza at

The World’s Fair station was open from 11 AM April 30,
1939 to 6 AM November 1, 1939 and from May 11, 1940
to October 27, 1940. It is believed that GG service was extended to this station at all times when the station was
open. Effective May 11, 1940, Saturday and Sunday E service was also extended with E trains leaving the World’s
Fair from 8:24 PM to 1:29 AM. Similar service was probably
operated during the 1939 season. Weekday evening E service was canceled a week after it started, May 8, 1939.

A World’s Fair train laid up on the middle track south of the World’s
Fair station, looking south.
Bernard Linder collection

South of the World’s Fair station, looking south.
Bernard Linder collection

Another view looking south, with a GG train approaching the station.
Bernard Linder collection

Looking north toward the World’s Fair station.
Bernard Linder collection

Another view looking north toward the World’s Fair station.
Bernard Linder collection
(Continued on page 4)
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Jamaica Yard, June 9, 1946.
Bernard Linder photograph

A “through-the-fence” shot of Jamaica Yard on June 9, 1946.
Bernard Linder photograph

An E train at 50th Street carrying Roosevelt Avenue signs.
Bernard Linder collection

R-9 1709 in Jamaica Yard.
Bernard Linder collection

Air-conditioned R-38s 4142/3 in Jamaica Yard.
Bernard Linder photograph

A GG train displaying unusual readings.
Bernard Linder collection

Slant R-40s 4373/2 (before renumbering) in Jamaica Yard.
Bernard Linder photograph
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THE ROUTE 15 COINCIDENCE
by Joseph M. Canfield
2007, was originally Line 15 in Market Street Railway
Company days. Another line that recently re-opened
was SEPTA’s 15/Girard Avenue Line.
The list below is not exhaustive, but these I know from
either riding or from various source material. There may
be others of systems abandoned or some systems still
running. But, the coincidence is most interesting.

Ever since streetcar lines began operating, numbers,
letters, colors, or simply their names have been used to
identify the lines. It is interesting to note how many systems around the world have used the number 15 to
identify a line which was of some importance to their
system.
Muni’s T/Third Street Line, which opened on weekends only on January 13, 2007, and full-time on April 7,

NORTH AMERICA
City

Line Name

Baltimore, MD

15/Gay Street-Belair Road

Milwaukee, WI

15/Oakland-Delaware

Montreal, PQ

15/Ste. Catherine

New York City (TARS)

15/59th Street (from the transfers)

Philadelphia, PA

15/Girard Avenue

Pittsburgh, PA

15/Bellevue

Reading, PA

15/Temple

St. Louis, MO

15/Hodiamont

San Francisco, CA

15/Third Street
FOREIGN
City

Line Name

Antwerp, Belgium

15/Mortsel

Charleroi, Belgium (STIC)

15/Chatelnieu (Pl. Wilson)

Krakow, Poland

15/Cichy Kacik-Pleszow

Lisbon, Portugal

15/Belem

Milan, Italy

15/Milano-Cinisello Balsame (Campo dei Fiori)

Turin, Italy

15/Via Brissogne-Piazza-coriolano

Editor’s note: Although it was not displayed on the trolley
cars, Brooklyn also had a route #15 — Crosstown. Today it is

bus route B61.

SUBDIVISION “B” CAR ASSIGNMENTS
Queens Plaza and Roosevelt Avenue. These trains,
probably R-32s and R-46s, were caught in the flood and
were badly damaged. Diesel engines towed them to the
shop. To relieve the Queens car shortage, 20 of these
R-42s were transferred to Jamaica Shop. These cars
are 4916/7, 4920-3, 4928-33, 4936-9, 4942/3, and
4926/4879. Thanks to Bob Ko and member Raymond
R. Berger for the news on the transfer to Jamaica.

On or about July 23, 2007, 34 Coney Islandoverhauled R-42s (from the 4900-4949 group) were
transferred from Coney Island Shop to 207th Street
Shop for A service. However, the violent thunderstorms
that disrupted morning rush hour service on every subway line on August 8 flooded the Queens Boulevard
Line. Because there was no room in Jamaica Yard, six
trains were laid up on the express tracks between
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by Randy Glucksman

environmental testing — will be made, paving the
way for the start of the full production of components. Delivery is expected in 2009
● Overhaul of 140 M-3s will continue through 2008
and be completed in early 2009
● Remanufacture of 104 end-door coaches for eastof-Hudson service to be completed in 2008
● Remanufacture of 31 dual-modes continues
through 2008, to be completed in 2012
● The 240-car M-2 fleet Critical System Replacement (CSR) and Component Replacement programs continue through 2008
● Delivery of 11 new diesel locomotives for branch
line service/work trains concludes in early 2008
● Seven rebuilt F-40 locomotives will be put into
service west-of-Hudson, with six to eight more to
be rebuilt in the coming years
STATION INVESTMENTS:
● The Hudson Line Stations Improvement Project
Phase II will see inbound platforms at Irvington,
Hastings-on-Hudson, and Dobbs Ferry finished in
2008, completing improvement work at those stations. At that time reconstruction of the platforms
and overpasses at Philips Manor, Scarborough,
and Ossining will commence, starting with the inbound platforms
● Yankee Stadium station construction continues
through 2008, with an April 2009 opening
● The railroad will increase maintenance of the new
ADA improvements on the New Haven Line
● Elevator door replacement will begin at Harlem
Line and Hudson Line stations
SHOPS AND YARDS INVESTMENTS:
● As part of Phase III of Harmon Shop and Yard
Rehabilitation, construction of the Coach and Locomotive shops will continue through 2008 for
completion in 2009
● Construction of the new Highbridge Yard Train
Wash is set for completion in 2008. This will enable the railroad to continue with its 60-day car
cleaning cycle, supporting the initiative to improve
the customer environment
● A new Rail Impact Detection System will be purchased to measure the impact of a wheel to the
rail. The railroad will use the impact detector to
quickly identify and categorize damage to train
wheels, which happens frequently during slippery
rail season in the fall. Equipment will be removed
from service based on severity of the measured
wheel damage for correction. This allows the railroad to manage defects as they occur to improve

METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY
During July, MTA announced that it would hold public
hearings to raise train/subway/bus fares and bridge/
tunnel tolls sometime early next year. No specifics were
mentioned. Fares have been unchanged since May 1,
2003. The New York Times, in a July 26 editorial, put
the blame on former Governor George Pataki, who, in
cooperation with then-Mayor Rudolph Giuliani, diverted
billions of dollars in taxes that should have gone to
mass transit to other purposes. MTA Executive Director
Eliot Sander had said that he favors small regularly
scheduled fare increases every two years to help keep
up with inflation. Years ago, Jeffrey Warsh, thenExecutive Director of NJ Transit, also favored this idea.
Also during July, MTA announced its service objectives for 2008. Below are some of what has been proposed for Metro-North and the Long Island Rail Road.
METRO-NORTH
SERVICE INITIATIVES:
● Hudson Line: On weekends, additional express
service will be provided, with three new round-trip
trains on Saturdays and two on Sundays
● Harlem Line: The frequency of peak-period service to customers traveling from the Hartsdale
through Scarsdale stations will be improved. Also
a Wassaic shuttle train will be added. In the offpeak, a new round-trip train serving the Upper
Harlem will be provided
● New Haven Line: A new off-peak round trip express train will be added on the inner New Haven
Line
● Pascack Valley: For the first time, off-peak and
weekend service will be added to the line's schedule. (This was reported in the August Bulletin)
● To improve the efficiency of its on-board ticket
sales, the railroad will purchase hand-held devices
including wireless printers to issue clearly printed
receipts. (I had seen one of these being used in
June, 2006.) In addition to calculating all fares, the
application allows Conductors to download daily
sales information to improve fare collection data
and eliminate manual calculations and data entry.
This information will help Metro-North to better
forecast ridership and revenue. Metro-North is
also spearheading the region-wide effort to create
a one-ticket ride for anyone who uses more than
one of the commuter railroads in the tri-state area
ROLLING STOCK INITIATIVES:
● The purchase of 342 M-8 cars advances as the
review of final design mock-ups takes place during
the first half of 2008. During the latter part of 2008,
first article inspection of components — including

(Continued on page 8)
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AM:
Additional service opportunity and more seats at Lynbrook on the Babylon Branch
Added stops for the Hicksville and Merillon Avenue
stations on the Port Jefferson Branch
Added stops at the Little Neck, Douglaston and Auburndale stations on the Port Washington Branch
Additional service opportunity at the Locust Manor
and Nostrand Avenue stations on the Far Rockaway
Branch
PM:
Rescheduled an underused evening rush train from
Flatbush Avenue to Ronkonkoma to instead originate
from Penn Station
Additional stops at Massapequa, Massapequa Park,
Amityville, Copiague, and Lindenhurst on the Babylon
Branch
Additional stops at Islip, Great River, and Oakdale on
the Montauk Branch
Additional stops at Nostrand Avenue, Locust Manor,
and Laurelton on the Far Rockaway Branch.
Evening/Weekend:
Added late evening service on the Port Jefferson
Branch, serving New Hyde Park through Huntington
Added summer weekend Freeport Express Service on
the Babylon Branch, providing connections to both
Jones Beach buses at Freeport and Montauk trains
Added service to Shea Stadium, supplementing the
limited parking available at the stadium while the new
stadium is under construction
● LIRR is expanding the use of credit and debit
cards for the purchase of tickets to include station
ticket office windows by late summer of this
year. This convenient payment feature was previously available only through the ticket selling machines at stations. LIRR is also installing 15 credit/
debit-only ticket selling machines at high-volume
stations to supplement the ticket machines already in service
● MTA’s 2008 financial plan would allow LIRR to
launch a Life Cycle Maintenance program for the
interior car body amenities and components in
both the electric train cars and diesel coaches
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS:
● In 2008, several capital improvements are scheduled to be completed, offering customers new or
greatly improved amenities at stations. Station
rehabilitation projects are expected to be completed at Valley Stream and Broadway. Additionally, the platform level waiting room
at the Freeport station will undergo renovation and
the pedestrian underpass at the Bay Shore station
will be replaced with a new pedestrian overpass
● Design work for the rehabilitation of the East
Hampton station will be completed in 2008. Also in

Commuter and Transit Notes
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equipment availability and reduce the number of
"flats" in service
● Increased staff will be provided for the new New
Haven Line Running Repair Shop
INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENTS:
● The replacement of ties and rail as well as interlocking/switches throughout the territory and the
upgrading of aging power and signal systems with
the latest technology will help enable increased
service
● A major signal study that will help Metro-North
design and start construction on a new signal system on all three lines in both New York and Connecticut will continue in 2008
● In 2008, construction will start on a new Operations Control Center (OCC), which includes the
replacement of all control hardware and upgrades
to the software providing the present OCC with
state-of-the-art rail traffic technology
● In support of the East Side Access Project, new
signal equipment will be installed on the lower
level of Grand Central Terminal to accommodate
track configuration changes
● As part of the Shell At-Grade Project, 2008 will
see the completion of the third and final interlocking at CP 216 in New Rochelle
● Design and construction for signal improvements
along the Danbury Branch. Construction will begin
in Spring, 2008, with completion expected by mid2010
● Construction on up to ten new substations to increase capacity and service on the Upper Harlem
is scheduled to commence in 2008
● The railroad will purchase a pantograph monitoring system to monitor/measure the interaction of
pantograph shoes and the catenary wire
● The railroad will install 35,000-40,000 wood ties,
surface 200 miles of track, install 45 turnouts, and
replace 3-5 miles of rail, in addition to installing
25,000 new concrete ties
● West-of-Hudson, the rehabilitation of the Woodbury and Moodna Viaducts will commence in
2008. Installation of 13.25 miles of new continuous welded rail and 61,000 wood ties will continue
through 2008, for completion in 2009.
● Signal upgrades will begin west-of-Hudson with
the replacement of two old interlockings on the
Port Jervis Line with solid state equipment
LONG ISLAND RAIL ROAD
SERVICE INITIATIVES:
● In an initiative started in mid-2007 and continuing
into 2008 the LIRR has added the following
service enhancements:

(Continued on page 9)
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gust, it was expected that a deck would be in place to
protect customers and the existing infrastructure and
operations below from the construction-related work.
After that, work will begin to build the entrance with a
tent structure erected over the site. The project is due to
be completed by the end of 2008.
PORT AUTHORITY TRANS-HUDSON CORPORATION
Because of an overnight fire on what was described
as a work train, some early morning commuters had to
seek alternate travel plans. The incident occurred at
2:30 AM on July 25, just west of the Hackensack
Bridge, and caused a suspension of PATH service between Newark and Journal Square. Initially, a shuttle
train operated between Harrison and Newark where
passengers were permitted to ride NJ Transit trains,
which was cross-honoring their tickets. This is rare, because it usually works the other way – NJ Transit commuters with tickets riding free on PATH. There were also
reports of bus service to Journal Square. At 6 AM,
Channel 4’s helicopter flying over the scene showed
residues of the foam which was used to extinguish the
fire. On the 6:08 AM traffic report, WCBS-880’s Tom
Kaminski (in a helicopter) reported that there was a single-track operation. None of the three employees who
were aboard the train were injured. Normal service was
resumed after engineers inspected the bridge at around
6:30 AM.
PATH has issued flyers describing its SmartLink™
card. There is an initial charge of $5, and then the card
can be loaded with any amount of dollar value with either cash or ATM/debit or credit card. The cardholder is
also entitled to the same discounts as other PATH riders.
METROPOLITAN AREA
On July 26, the New York State Legislature approved
a new 17-member commission that would be tasked
with the goal of reducing traffic congestion and pollution
in New York City. The votes were: Senate, 39-19 and
Assembly, 122-16. Governor Eliot Spitzer signed this
legislation, which was actively supported by Mayor Michael Bloomberg for his congestion pricing scheme,
which has been detailed in the June, July, and August
Bulletins.
The commission has until next January 31 to approve
a plan and present a detailed report and the Legislature
has until March 31, 2008 to consider it. This law was
contingent upon the federal government offering millions of dollars in funds to pay for mass transit improvements, which it did on August 14.
August 8 will be known as the day that a tornado with
accompanying winds of more than 110 mph struck
Brooklyn. On the same day, a brief but heavy rainstorm
also paralyzed much of the subway system. I was very
lucky, because I arrived in Manhattan on NJ Transit, just
ahead of this violent weather. Many of my co-workers
were not as lucky as I was, and some arrived up to two
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2008, design work will be done for LIRR’s elevator/escalator replacement program. This will allow
for replacement of two elevators at the Great
Neck station, and three escalators at the Merrick,
Bellmore, and Massapequa Park stations
MTA METRO-NORTH RAILROAD (EAST)
Metro-North has awarded a contract to design the 10
new Upper Harlem Line substations that were reported
above.
MTA METRO-NORTH RAILROAD (W EST)
Repair work to some of the timbers on the 3,201 footlong, riveted, open deck girder bridge known as the
Moodna Viaduct caused a partial suspension of rail service over the weekend of August 4-5. The Moodna Viaduct was opened for rail traffic in 1909, and carries one
track of the Port Jervis Line across Moodna Creek,
Route 94, and Otterkill Road. This structure is located
next to the Salisbury Mills station in Orange County.
There was no train service between 7:24 AM Saturday
and 5:06 AM Monday west of Harriman. Trains did operate between Hoboken and Harriman, where passengers
transferred buses to reach stations between Harriman
and Port Jervis.
The Haverstraw-New York City via Yonkers ferry service (June, 2007 Bulletin) which was to begin on August 1, was postponed until September.
CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Enroute to the July Division meeting, I saw ex-VRE
(Mafersa) 1730 plus one other car for which I could not
get the number, at Kawasaki’s Yonkers plant.
Member Bob Underwood wrote that construction of a
new high-level platform on (both sides) is well under
way at the Madison station. The current stop is east of
the former New Haven station, while the new one is
west of that location.
MTA LONG ISLAND RAIL ROAD
Most LIRR riders probably do not think at all about the
vegetation that grows along the right-of-way. This includes overgrown trees, shrubs, and brushes, which
sometimes interfere with the reliability of train service,
especially during storms and during autumn. Beginning
in July, LIRR representatives visited neighborhoods adjacent to its lines in order to identify areas which meet
the aforementioned criteria. A licensed contractor was
hired to perform this removal work. The railroad was
also amenable to replacing trees with those that are
“track-friendly,” at no cost to the property owner.
NJ TRANSIT
FYI for August featured a story on the new W. 31st
Street & Seventh Avenue entrance for Penn Station
New York, which is under construction. Besides improved customer access, there will be train information
displays, a PA system, modern lighting, heating, airconditioning, and directional signs. By the end of Au-

(Continued on page 10)
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hours later.
All of the commuter operators in the metropolitan area
reported systemwide delays. The Long Island’s Port
Washington Branch was knocked out due to flooding at
Bayside. Service was suspended for a time on MetroNorth due to flooding in the Bronx. Limited service was
restored on the Hudson Line, but the Harlem and New
Haven Lines were out for much of the morning. NJ
Transit reported that there was no service on the Montclair-Boonton Line. Other lines that were affected by
high water that caused signal or equipment failures
were the Raritan Valley, Northeast Corridor, Gladstone,
and Morristown Lines. Unaffected was the Atlantic City
Line. There was no PATH service between Journal
Square, Hoboken and 33rd Street. By 8:30 AM, service
was restored. By late morning, all of these services
were operating.
AMTRAK
On July 9, Amtrak introduced two new express Acelas, which provide one-stop service (at Philadelphia)
between New York and Washington, D.C. and have a
reduced running time. Train #2105 departs from NY
Penn at 6:50 AM and Philadelphia at 7:55 AM, arriving
in Washington at 9:25 AM, for a total running time of
2:35. The return trip, Train #2120, departs Washington
at 3:55 AM, Philadelphia at 5:23 PM, arriving in NY
Penn at 6:30 PM. Other Acelas making regular Acela
stops are scheduled within 5-10 minutes of these trains.
Cascades Service (Eugene, Oregon to Seattle, Washington) was suspended for the first weekend in August
following an inspection that found cracks in the suspension system. There was no replacement service. On
Monday, August 6, with the arrival of replacement Amtrak rolling stock, limited service returned. One week
later, normal service using replacement equipment was
resumed. However, passengers were alerted that the
usual Cascades features and amenities would not be
available. Thanks to Bob Hansen for this report.
A fifth Downeaster trip has been added as of August
17. This very popular service, which began running on
December 15, 2001, has seen almost unprecedented
ridership growth. The schedules were designed for getting Mainers to Boston. Prior to August 17, Bostonians
who rode a weekday train to Portland had only 3½
hours to spend in Portland before catching the train
back to Boston. With the new schedule, they will be
able to spend more than 8½ hours on weekdays, arriving in Portland at 11:30 AM and departing at 8:10 PM.
On weekends, they will arrive an hour later and depart
at the same time. The new schedule also restores an
11:20 PM departure from Boston, which would benefit
Red Sox fans who attend night games and others staying late in Boston. Annual operating costs for these
added trips have been estimated at $1 million, with
10

revenues estimated at $800,000.
MUSEUMS
Two trolleys that formerly operated in the state of New
Jersey have been acquired by the Shore Line
(Branford) Trolley Museum. The first is Atlantic City
Transportation Company 250. It was constructed by Brill
in 1917 to transport workers to the Hog Island Shipyard
in southwest Philadelphia. After WW I ended, it was
sold to the Ocean Electric Railway, where it saw use in
the Rockaways. This was an usual operation because it
used both overhead wire and third rail running in the
streets and on shared trackage with LIRR. In 1928, the
car was sold to the Atlantic City & Shore, which operated both the Shore Fast Line interurban and local Atlantic City trolley service. It ran until the end of service
on December 28, 1955. By then the Atlantic City Transportation Company was the operator of the service.
Everett White then purchased the car for the newly
founded Trolley Museum of New York. (Editor’s Note: It
was 1965 when I first saw this car and the rest of the
collection, which was stored in a parking lot next to the
St. George Ferry Terminal in Staten Island.) After moving to several locations in the metropolitan area, it arrived at the museum’s new home in Kingston, NY. 250
was donated to Branford and eventually will be worked
on after being moved to an off-site location.
The second car is ex-Public Service Railways 5245, a
double-ended, double-truck snow plow, which was built
in the company’s own Plank Road Shops in 1921. This
34-ton work car spent its entire life in the Newark area
and was based at the Roseville Car House until 1952,
when it was sent to the Newark City Subway, which became the last remaining streetcar line on the once vast
system. It was hidden in a tunnel and never really used
due to concerns of its weight on an overpass at Orange
Street and its being unable to negotiate the Franklin
Avenue Loop. After being almost forgotten for half a
century, the car was “discovered” during the construction of the Broad Street Extension to the Newark City
Subway. 5245 was first stored in the former shop at
Newark Penn Station, and then removed to the maintenance facility in Bloomfield.
In late 2006, Branford was contacted by the Friends of
the New Jersey Transportation Heritage Center, who
work closely with NJ Transit to preserve the Garden
State’s transport history, and asked to take 5245. On
June 26, 2007, the car was transported to Branford.
Once there, it was inspected and found to be in remarkably good condition, largely due to the years spent
out of the weather. Since its arrival the plow has been
cleaned out and lubricated and its lettering and numbers have been traced. Thanks to the Tripper for this
news.
MISCELLANEOUS
Railway Age reported that on July 27, New York
Governor Eliot Spitzer signed legislation to restrict the
(Continued on page 11)
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manufacture, sale, and use of creosote in New York
State. Creosote is used in various industrial applications
to preserve wood and prevent insect infestation, including railroad ties. Back in 1995, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency classified creosote as a probable
human carcinogen. EPA also classifies it as a hazardous waste. This bill provides for the phasing out of the
manufacture, sale, and use of creosote in New York
after January 1, 2008, and after January 1, 2010 for
existing marinas and other facilities used for the berthing, mooring, and storage of vessels. The bill exempts
products containing creosote that are in use as of the
phase-out date.
There is an update to the news item that appeared in
the August Bulletin concerning Warren Buffet. Railway
Age reported that Berkshire Hathaway Incorporated has
increased its stake in Burlington Northern Santa Fe
Corp. to 11.5 percent, or about 40.6 million shares.
Berkshire purchased 1.62 million shares of BNSF between August 3 and August 7, BNSF said in a filing with
the Securities and Exchange Commission. Berkshire
Hathaway had held roughly 39 million shares, or an 11
percent stake, prior to the most recent purchase.
INDUSTRY
A relatively unknown company has received $4 million
in federal funds to build a prototype streetcar that would
be used in Portland and become a national model for
streetcar projects nationwide. How Oregon Iron Works
Incorporated became the recipient of this project was
the subject of a lengthy article that began on the front
page of The Oregonian of June 25, 2007. For those
who are interested in the intrigues of politics, lobbying,
etc., there is plenty on this subject, which I will not report, except that two foreign-owned railcar manufacturers, Inekon and Siemens questioned government officials about the exclusion of foreign-owned bidders. But
in the end, Siemens remained silent due to Tri-Met having purchased LRVs from that firm. Gomaco and Brookville, American producers of such cars, were also excluded. Thanks to member Everett Fox for this news.
OTHER TRANSIT SYSTEMS
MANCHESTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE
Another state has created an authority to administer
rail operations. This time it is New Hampshire, where on
July 30, Governor John Lynch signed the enabling legislation that creates the New Hampshire Rail Transit
Authority. Its mission is to oversee the return of passenger rail service between Lowell, Massachusetts and
Nashua and Manchester. Other locations within the
state, such as Manchester-Boston Regional Airport,
may also be considered. At this time, there is neither a
timetable nor any funding for the authority. Thanks to
Railway Age for this report.
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BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS
There is some good news for rail photographers following a surprising reversal in policy under which MBTA
now allows photography at its stations and trains without a permit. This change came in response to numerous complaints from students, train buffs, and tourists.
For many years, Transit Police and “T” employees have
been told to stop anyone from taking photos or video on
MBTA property, citing safety concerns following 9/11.
Despite the fact there was no written policy, tourists and
other people who wanted to take photos were forced to
wait two days for a permit. Members of the media
needed permission from the “T” press office or else they
would be tossed out of a station.
In mid-July, Transit Police finalized a policy that will
allow people to shoot photos or video on MBTA property
as long as they are willing to produce identification
when asked by an officer or employee, and allow their
information to be logged into the police system. Photographers will also need to state the purpose for taking the
photos or be asked to leave, and journalists need to
present a valid media pass. “It was the realization that
nowadays everybody has a camera and it would be
hard to regulate," Transit Deputy Chief Paul MacMillan
told Metro. "We decided we should make a written policy that was more user-friendly to amateur photographers who would like to take pictures of the MBTA.”
MacMillan said they are keeping a record of the people
who take photos to see if the person pops up at another
station or “T” property in a suspicious pattern.
Todd reported the following facts, the source of many
of which can be found at the excellent NETransit Inventory Web Site, http://members.aol.com/rtspcc/roster/
MBTAroster.html, that includes data on all MBTA subway, bus, trackless, and commuter rail fleets:
After nine years, MBTA now has all 85 of the Type 8
trolleys in service (except one, 3854, which is awaiting
car body damage repair). The agreement with Breda
reached a few years ago was that the remaining 15
shells would be made available to the “T” for parts.
However, last month an updated agreement was
reached that Breda would complete ten of these shells
to be operational cars. So 3885-3894 will become operational trolleys later this year. 3895-3899 will be shells
available for parts (one has already been used to repair
3807).Type 7s 3712-3719 are the only ones yet to be
modified to operate with Type 8s, and they should be
completed in the next few months.
Type 7 3667 was repainted in June in new version of a
dark green paint scheme. 3678 and 3679 (under repair)
are expected to be the next repainted cars. All 3600s,
both those in original factory green and those repainted
gray, are expected to be painted in this new scheme as
part of the Type 7 overhaul program, which is expected
to start in 2008.
(Continued on page 12)
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The above will give the “T” 199 Type 7 & Type 8 trolley
cars (89 1986-88 Type 7 3600s, plus 16 1997 Type 7
3700s, plus 94 1999-2007 Type 8s) with a peak requirement of 150 cars. It is speculated there should be sufficient spares to reintroduce three-car "run as directed"
trains during peak hours. Three-car train service has
been suspended the past few years for on going platform construction in the central subway that has shortened the available platforms. The use of three-car trains
also is dependent upon the availability of crews, which
is unknown at this time. Note that the “T” still uses operators in trailer cars on multiple-unit trains on the
Green Line.
The “T” has 94 #5 East Boston subway cars on order
from Siemens, 0700-0793. As of early August, 07020711 have been delivered for testing. The initial trainset
should be in service before the end of 2007. These cars
will allow the Blue Line to be served by six-car trains for
the first time. This will be possible when the remaining
stations' platforms are extended.
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA
The Bucks County Transportation Management Association has unveiled plans for rail service on a line that
would link Quakertown with Lansdale. Stops have been
proposed at Shelly, Quakertown, Perkasie, Sellersville,
Telford, Souderton, Hatfield, Lansdale, and Gwynedd
Square. There are several options:
● Continuing the existing SEPTA service from Lansdale using EMUs. Capital costs are estimated at
$250 million, and annual operating costs at $14
million. About 2,500 daily riders would use this
service
● Diesel service – Capital costs of $114 million and
annual operating costs of $8.5 million, carrying
about 1,700 daily riders
● Shuttle bus service with $47 million in start-up
costs and $3 million in annual operating costs, but
only attracting about 250 daily riders.
A consultant’s report gave good grades to the right-ofway, but 31 grade crossings would have to be upgraded
and some tie replacement and right-of-way improvements would have to be performed. None of the existing
stations would be used, and shelters would have to be
built. A system of on-board fare collection is envisioned.
Thanks to member Joe Canfield for sending this report
from the Bucks County Herald.
Member David W. Safford reported that the latest flap
in SEPTA-land is transfers. As part of a comprehensive
fare increase SEPTA tried to discontinue them, arguing
that only 8% of its passengers used them, and that
“most” of those would do at least as well using
TransPasses. A number of activist groups and public
officials have managed to stop this so far, arguing (quite
possibly correctly) that the burden would fall on those
12

least able to pay. For the moment, the 60-cent transfer
remains part of the fare structure. Member Lee Winson
added that The Philadelphia Inquirer reported on August 7, that a Philadelphia court judge ordered SEPTA
to keep issuing transfers for now. The Federal Transit
Administration sent a letter to SEPTA requiring it to analyze whether its fare increase would "have a disproportionately high and adverse effect on minority and lowincome riders" and requested that analysis within 30
days. The City asserts that SEPTA effectively raised
their fares 37 percent to 80 percent for riders who use
transfers instead of the 11 percent hike for riders who
do not.
David also reported: “At the end of July, the MarketFrankford west end reconstruction made another leap
forward, with a two-week shutdown for major structure
replacement. The track structure has now been replaced from just west of 52nd Street to about halfway
between 60th and 63rd Streets. The 52nd, 56th, and 60th
Street stations have been rebuilt, and 46th Street and
Millbourne are closed for renovation. Only 63rd Street, of
the original stations, is intact and operating. I have read
that the completion date has been pushed back from
2008 to 2009, but I don’t see why that should be.
”Work on the Market-Frankford 8th Street station is
nearly complete, and should come into port right on
schedule, i.e. by the end of August. New portions have
been opened piecemeal over the past several months,
allowing other parts to be shut down for refurbishing.
The result of this very necessary game of real estate
checkers is that the ‘new’ station will never be really
new, with most of the improvements well used by the
time the last portion is opened. SEPTA will shut down
the west end of the Market-Frankford ‘L’ again, this time
for 16 days, to permit further reconstruction of the track
structure. The shutdown will last from 8 PM on August
10 to 5 AM on August 27. Buses are scheduled in substitution.” Member Gregory Campolo sent copies of the
brochure that explained how the service would operate.
The work on Track 1 of the R5 Line was, in fact, finished, just in time to coordinate with the shutdown of
Track 4. David sent a brochure reporting that the new
schedules that went into effect on August 12 would remain until November, 2007. During this period outbound
SEPTA service operates on Track 3, the outbound express track.
From Cinders: SEPTA has completed installing all of
the replacement seats in its Market-Frankford M-4 cars.
Route 15/Girard Avenue continues to suffer from delays
due to street problems and car failures. Many of the 18
Brookville-rebuilt PCCs are out of service, and while
buses are the usual replacements, there have been
occasions where some Kawasaki LRVs have been
used. In June, the pilot trolley coach of an order for 38
that are being built by New Flyer was delivered to
Frankford Depot. This unit was undergoing tests. The
(Continued on page 13)
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(Continued from page 12)

balance of the order is scheduled to be delivered between January and June 2008.
SEPTA issued a complete set of Regional Rail timetables with an effective date of August 12. There was one
exception – R6/Cynwyd which has only weekday service, so its schedule is dated August 13. They replace
editions issued between April 2 and May 7. Each timetable has a note that fare information does not appear
due to the pending fare increase. Thanks to Gregory
Campolo for sending copies.
WASHINGTON, D.C. AREA
Railway Age reported that MARC has awarded Bombardier Transportation a $14 million contract to refurbish
and overhaul 34 MARC IIB push-pull cars. These Sumitomo-built cars began arriving on the property in 1987.
As part of this project, bike racks will be added. Work
will be performed at Bombardier's plant in Kanona, New
York and is expected to be completed by 2010.
Virginia Railway Express reported that another project
designed to ease rail congestion in the D.C. area was
completed over the weekend of August 10-12, when
crews cut-in the new third track at the L'Enfant station.
Had the work not been completed, VRE had a contingency plan, to operate its reduced “S” schedule; however, an email was sent out on Sunday afternoon to
inform all recipients that the project had been completed
and that the regular weekday schedules would operate
on Monday morning. This information also appeared on
VRE’s website.
SOUTH FLORIDA
With the approval of Volusia County, all of the pieces
are now in place to fund the construction of a 61-mile,
$615 million commuter rail system from DeLand to Kissimmee. The project will be financed through 30-year
fixed guideway bonds issued through the State of Florida. The state, which initially will own and operate the
system, projects trains will be ready to roll by mid-2010,
with 11 stops from DeBary in Volusia County to Orlando
in Orange County. Five stops will be added by 2013 in
Phase 2, extending the line to the Amtrak station in DeLand in the north and to Kissimmee, in the vicinity of the
region's world famous theme parks, in the south. Four
Rail Tales
(Continued from page 14)

with this gaping hole in the floor and enjoyed the new
fresh air that was coming from underneath the car at
sixty miles per hour. Had this episode happened at 8:46
that morning I doubt if I would be here to tell this story.
Jerry Clark retired as a Metro-North Conductor a few years
ago. Prior to that, he worked in various titles in passenger
13

counties and the city of Orlando needed to agree to
fund a total of 25% of the project costs, with some help
from Winter Park and Maitland, two cities that will benefit from train stops. The State of Florida will pay an additional 25% and the federal government will cover the
remaining 50%. Thanks to Railway Age for this report.
CLEVELAND, OHIO
My son, member Marc Glucksman, was in Cleveland
in August during the Yankees vs. Indians series (which
the Yankees swept). As he does when visiting cities with
transit systems, he searched for rail timetables. What
he came home with were photocopies of the Green
Line/Shaker/67AX and Blue Line/Van Aken/67X, dated
June 11, 2006.
The headline in the August 12 edition of the Sunday
Plain Dealer was entitled EUCLID CORRIDOR PROGRESS
REPORT – IS IT WORTH THE HASSLE? If memory serves
correctly, when first proposed, the Euclid Corridor
Transportation Project was to be light rail. Now, it will be
a 7-mile bus rapid transit line between Public Square in
downtown Cleveland and the Stokes Rapid Transit Station at Windermere in East Cleveland. Plans call for it to
be marketed as the Silver Line and be equipped with
specially designed 62-foot articulated diesel buses with
doors on both sides to take advantage of the median
bus stations. As of now, the project is two-thirds complete and on schedule to open next year at a cost of
$197 million.
FROM THE HISTORY FILES
115 Years Ago: On September 21, 1892, the first electric streetcars began operating in Montreal.
50 Years Ago: On September 21, 1957, the Hudson &
Manhattan Railroad (Tubes) raised fares by five cents.
Headlights (October, 1957) reported that Newark to
New York fares would remain at 40 cents; fares within
New York (on Sixth Avenue) would be 15 cents, as
would the fares between Jersey City and Hoboken or
within either of these cities. The New York-New Jersey
interstate fare (except Newark) went to 25 cents, instead of the previous 20 cents, a fare which had been
unchanged since December 31, 1951. Today, the undiscounted one-way fare is $1.50. Those who use QuickCards or SmartLink cards pay less.
News items and comments concerning this column may be
emailed to NYDnewseditor@aol.com.
and freight service on both sides of the Hudson River. On the
New Jersey side, it was the Jersey Central and Erie Lackawanna. On the New York side, he worked for the New York
Central, Penn-Central, Conrail, Amtrak, and Metro-North.
For several years, Jerry was the Assistant Manager for westof-Hudson Service, overseeing the Port Jervis and Pascack
Valley Lines as a Metro-North employee, but interfacing with
NJ Transit.
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Around New York’s Transit System
Additional Information About Steam Pipe Explosion
Diversions
Member Bill Zucker supplied the following information
about the July 18 steam pipe explosion near Grand
Central Terminal that Randy Glucksman reported on in
his August column:
● 4 trains from the Bronx terminated at 86th Street
● 4 trains from Brooklyn terminated at Brooklyn
Bridge
● 5 trains operated via the Broadway-Seventh Avenue (2) Line
● 6 trains from the Bronx terminated at 59th Street
Short Trains on L
A non-CBTC-equipped train shorter than 100 feet may
only operate on L in accordance with a General Order
that explains how the CBTC bypass switch on the
CBTC-equipped trains is sealed and unsealed. When
this unequipped train is operated on L, all CBTCequipped R-143 trains operating on the main line must
be in CBTC bypass mode with the CBTC bypass switch
sealed in the bypass position.
When a train shorter than 100 feet is in a pocket track
at a terminal, no other CBTC train is allowed to enter
that track.
CBTC operation will resume as soon as this unequipped train leaves the main line.
Train Operation Through Work Areas
When Train Operators see caution lights, flags, flashing yellow lights, or orange fluorescent flags, they must
immediately reduce their speed to 10 miles per hour,
sound two long blasts of the train horn or whistle, and
be prepared to stop within one-half the range of vision.

If their view is obstructed by a curve, they must repeat
the two long blasts of the whistle at short intervals and
be prepared to stop within one-half the range of vision
until they see the flaggers or employees. They may resume speed when they pass the green light or flag.
Train Operators observing three yellow lights or flags
must reduce speed to 10 miles per hour, sound two long
blasts of the horn or whistle, then blow short blasts of
the horn or whistle every 75 to 120 feet expecting to find
employees on an adjacent track. They may resume
speed after passing the green resume signal.
Train Operators must stop the train less than one car
length from flaggers, red flags, or red lights. If the Train
Operator receives a proceed signal with a yellow flag or
light, he/she must expect to find another flagger before
reaching the resume speed signal.
If a green flag is missing or a green light is missing or
dark, the Train Operator must proceed at less than 10
miles per hour until the train reaches the next station.
Express trains may resume speed when they are opposite the next local station.
Increased Subway, Bus, and Railroad Fares
MTA’s Board of Directors approved plans to raise subway, bus, and railroad fares by approximately 6.5 per
cent (see Randy Glucksman’s column in this issue).
During the July 26 morning rush hour, Elliot G. Sander,
MTA’s Executive Director, handed out leaflets on the
Grand Central shuttle platform. These leaflets explained
why a fare increase is necessary.
The Board also approved a large order of subway cars
— 620 cars — at a cost of $686 million. Alstom will build
360 cars and Kawasaki will construct 260 cars under
options to the R-160 contract.

RAIL TALES—CNJ’S 1300S
by Jerry Clark
In our likes and dislikes of rail equipment, the
“roundtops,” which were owned by the Central Railroad
of New Jersey and were also known as the 1300-series
coaches (1300-1324), were on my dislike list along with
the “roundtop combines,” which were numbered 305309. I actually went through a floor board of combine
car 309. It was July, 1966 and one hell of a hot summer.
I was the headman (head brakeman) on Train #3305
from Jersey City Terminal (where Liberty State Park is
today) to Bay Head. We were on Track #14 in the terminal waiting for the boat connection to arrive from New
York and I had just put my stuff on the first flipover seat
ahead of the baggage compartment and was going to
open the window.
14

As I squeezed the two handles on the window and
tried to lift it up, I went right through the floor and landed
on the steel of the undercarriage. There I was standing
straight and my mouth was even with the window
sill. Trainman John Stewart was my only witness as he
was deadheading back to Bay Head. He turned around
and didn't see me at first, but then he looked down and
had the strangest expression on his face. This happened at 8:35 AM and the train was due to leave at 8:45
AM, ten minutes later. I was not hurt but totally surprised at this event. I guess after years of wear and tear
the old flooring just could not withstand any more pressure. The car was closed to the riding public as it was
going to be closed anyhow. Well, we went to Bay Head
(Continued on page 13)
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THE FIRST TROLLEY LINE
IN BROOKLYN AND QUEENS
The Jamaica Avenue trolley, which started
running 120 years ago, December 17, 1887,
was the first trolley line in Brooklyn and
Queens. The trolley replaced the horse cars
that began operating on October 21, 1865. At
first, the horse cars provided service from
Alabama Avenue to 78th Street, where passengers transferred to Jamaica-bound stage
coaches. The horse car line was extended to
168th Street, Jamaica on December 18, 1866.
Electric operation began on December 17,
1887 with cars using the Van Depoele system. A short wooden dolly with two little pulleys at each end was pulled along the tops of
the positive and negative trolley wire by two
cables attached to the top of the car. Each
car accommodated 20 passengers and was
driven by a 12 HP motor. (Each 8000-series
car was equipped with four 35 HP motors.)
The Van Depoele system was unsatisfactory.
The dolly occasionally fell on the roof of the
car. On November 27, 1889, the Van Depoele system was replaced by the Sprague
system using a trolley pole making contact
with the positive trolley wire. The negative
return circuit was through the track rails.
Sprague’s system worked well. It was used
as long as the cars were in service.
Jamaica Avenue trolley riding was increasing rapidly and was reaching the saturation
point by 1900. To accommodate the additional riders, BRT decided to operate trains
on Jamaica Avenue. After purchasing the
property on the southeast corner of Jamaica
Avenue and Crescent Street, the company
built a concrete incline on which the elevated
tracks descended to the surface and were
connected to the trolley tracks. This opera1

tion was similar to the operation on the
Culver and West End Lines, where trains ran
on the elevated structure and on the surface
in city streets. Of course, all elevated cars
were equipped with trolley poles in addition
to third rail shoes. At Etna and Crescent
Streets, Conductors on Jamaica-bound trains
raised the poles that made contact with the
trolley wire and adjusted the single-pole double-throw switch to supply power from the
trolley wire.
On May 30, 1903, Broadway elevated service from Broadway Ferry was extended to
Jamaica and trolley service east of Cypress
Hills was discontinued. Three-car trains provided frequent service — eight minutes during midday and five minutes in the evening
rush. Flagmen were on duty at the busiest
crossings. Because trains did not stop at
every corner, metal signs were hung on the
span wires to indicate the stations.
When the trains started running, public reaction was favorable. But it fluctuated between favorable and unfavorable. People
were unhappy that the cars did not stop at
every corner, the tracks were not fenced in,
and they hindered business. Unfortunately,
the cars and their whistles scared the horses.
Meanwhile, the Jamaica Avenue Association was able to have a resolution passed by
the Board of Aldermen declaring the trains a
nuisance and ordering their removal. On December 8, 1903, the Mayor signed the resolution, which stated that BRT would be fined
$50 for each train operated after noon on the
same day. The last train left Jamaica at 11:40
AM and trolley service resumed at noon the
(Continued on page 6)

NEWYORK
YORKDIVISION
DIVISIONBULLETIN
BULLETIN- DECEMBER,
OCTOBER, 2000
NEW
2007

BROOKLYN TROLLEY CORPORATE HISTORY
by Bernard Linder
Brooklyn’s trolley history dates back to the horse car
days. The oldest company was the Brooklyn City Railroad Company, which was incorporated in 1853. During
the rest of the nineteenth century, several small companies, which started operating horse cars in Brooklyn,
were merged to form the subsidiaries that were in existence until Unification in 1940. Edward B. Watson’s history, published in the Bulletin for several years, lists
these small companies.
Brooklyn’s transit system was consolidated under one
management by the Brooklyn Rapid Transit Company, a
holding company that was incorporated on January 18,
1896. It held the stocks of the surface car companies in
its system as well as those of the New York Consolidated Railroad Company, which operated the rapid transit lines. Therefore, the holding company controlled the
operating companies.
Within a short time, the BRT was able to control nearly
all Brooklyn surface and rapid transit lines by buying a
majority of each company’s stock on the dates listed in
the following table:
COMPANY

BROOKLYN CITY RAILROAD COMPANY
Incorporated December 17, 1853
Avenue C

Lorimer Street

Bergen Beach Shuttle

Meeker Avenue

Bushwick Avenue

Myrtle Avenue

Calvary Cemetery

Nassau Avenue

Court Street

Nostrand Avenue

Crosstown

Nostrand-Prospect Park
(summer only)

Cypress Hills

Nostrand Shuttle

Flatbush Avenue

Putnam Avenue

Flushing Avenue

Richmond Hill

Flushing-Ridgewood

Sixteenth Avenue

Gates-Prospect Park (summer
only)

Third Avenue

Grand Street

Tompkins Avenue

Graham Avenue

DATE

Union Avenue
th

Greenpoint

65 Street-Bay Ridge Avenue

Greene and Gates Avenues

65th Street-Fort Hamilton

Brooklyn Heights Railroad Company

January 24, 1896

Brooklyn, Queens County & Suburban
Railroad Company

January 24, 1896

Nassau Electric Railroad Company

February 15, 1899

South Brooklyn Railway Company

August 31, 1902

Montague Street

Coney Island & Gravesend Railway
Company

March, 1907

Brooklyn Bridge local service

Hamilton Avenue
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS RAILROAD COMPANY
Incorporated April 1, 1887
Williamsburg Bridge local service

BROOKLYN, QUEENS COUNTY & SUBURBAN RAILROAD
COMPANY
Incorporated November 24, 1893

On February 14, 1893, the Brooklyn City Railroad
Company leased all its lines, property, and franchises to
the Brooklyn Heights Railroad Company for a term of
999 years.
Most repair shops were leased to another subsidiary,
the Transit Development Company, on February 28,
1907. This subsidiary also supplied power to the entire
transit system.
The Coney Island & Gravesend Railway Company
purchased a majority of the Coney Island & Brooklyn
Railroad Company’s capital stock on January 15, 1914.
The company was able to make a profit on a five-cent
fare and universal transfer privileges. But the Malbone
Street wreck and the postwar inflation forced the company to declare bankruptcy on December 31, 1918.
In 1920, the subsidiaries operated the following trolley
lines:

Broadway

Reid Avenue

Broadway Ferry Shuttle

Sumner Avenue

Jamaica Avenue

Utica Avenue Shuttle

Metropolitan Avenue

Wyckoff Avenue

Metropolitan Avenue Shuttle
CONEY ISLAND & BROOKLYN RAILROAD COMPANY
Incorporated December 10, 1860
DeKalb Avenue

Smith Street

Franklin Avenue

DeKalb-Coney Island (summer
only)

Hamilton Ferry
(Continued on page 3)
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On September 20, 1919, Lindley M. Garrison, receiver
of the Brooklyn Heights Railroad Company, announced
that the company would default on the October 1, 1919
payment of the $300,000 quarterly rental of the Brooklyn City Railroad Company’s lines. Brooklyn City officials had the right to demand that the property be returned to them in the event of the default in the payment
of the rent. When Brooklyn Heights defaulted in payment of $46,034.32, the third quarter federal income
tax, Brooklyn City paid the tax to avoid penalties.
The June 6, 1893 agreement between Brooklyn City
and Brooklyn Heights stated that the lessee should pay
for all improvements and extensions except upkeep. Up
to June 30, 1919, Brooklyn Rapid Transit spent more
than $9.8 million for extensions and improvements to
Brooklyn City’s lines.
In September, 1919, Brooklyn City had a surplus of
$200,000, enough for four months, but it expected to
have a $50,000 deficit by August 1, 1920. In an economy move, the company notified its stockholders that
the default of the rent due on October 1 made it impossible for the company to pay dividends.
Brooklyn City was determined to break away from
BRT. But BRT wanted to hold Brooklyn City’s lines until
the latter paid $9.8 million for improvements made by
BRT, a dispute that had to be settled in court.
On September 29, both parties appeared in court.
Brooklyn Heights’ lawyer asked the judge for an order
directing him to default and instructions for future operation of the property. Judge Mayer ordered BRT to turn
back 26 trolley lines to Brooklyn City and to run them as
a separate organization because BRT was unable to
pay the rent. The order directing BRT to return Brooklyn
City to its owners was signed in October. The latter
started operating its own lines immediately. Several
1985 Bulletins explained how transfer privileges were
curtailed drastically on October 16, 1919, eliminating
450 transfer points between Brooklyn City and BRT
lines and 150 transfer points between Brooklyn City
lines.

Brooklyn Trolley Corporate History
(Continued from page 2)
CONEY ISLAND & GRAVESEND RAILWAY COMPANY
Incorporated March 22, 1893
Sea Gate
NASSAU ELECTRIC RAILROAD COMPANY
Incorporated May 13, 1893
Bergen Street

Ralph-Rockaway Avenues

Church Avenue

Rogers Avenue

Eighth Avenue

Seventh Avenue

Fifth Avenue

St. Johns Place

Fifteenth Street

Union Street

Flatbush-Seventh Avenues

Vanderbilt Avenue

Hicks Street

West End

Hoyt and Sackett Streets

Wilson Avenue
th

New Lots Avenue

39 Street Ferry-Coney Island

Ocean Avenue

65th Street-86th Street

Park Avenue
SOUTH BROOKLYN RAILWAY COMPANY
Incorporated January 13, 1900
Gravesend Avenue

Nortons Point

BRT was in receivership for less than a year, but its
financial condition was growing steadily worse. In September, 1919, BRT rapid transit lines were earning their
expenses, but could not pay fixed charges such as interest on their bonds. Trolley lines were not earning
their operating expenses and could not pay their $1.7
million bill for power. Their power bills were piling up at
the rate of $600,000 per month, but the companies
could pay only $500,000.

Parlor car Montauk in 1896.
Montauk car interior.
This car could be chartered for
$25 a day.
Both, Bernard Linder collection
(Continued on page 4)
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Brooklyn Trolley Corporate History
(Continued from page 3)

Single-truck car 2703.
Bernard Linder collection

From 1911, a typical Coney Island summer scene.
Bernard Linder collection

A Fulton Street horse car in 1889.
Bernard Linder collection

2638 was a single-truck open car.
Bernard Linder collection

280 was a double-truck open car.
Bernard Linder collection

885 was a double-truck open car with back-to-back seats.
Bernard Linder collection
(Continued on page 5)
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Brooklyn Trolley Corporate History
(Continued from page 4)

3557 was the prototype car for the 5000-series.
Bernard Linder collection

Car 5000, before it was rebuilt for one-man operation.
Bernard Linder collection

350, seen here in 1919 on the Third Avenue Line, was an experimental Birney car.
Bernard Linder collection

Birney car 7141 at Second Avenue and 58th Street in 1921.
Bernard Linder collection

3556, the only all-steel convertible car, was from an order built from
1906-09.
Bernard Linder collection

179 was a single-truck car.
Bernard Linder collection
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THE 2007 ERA CONVENTION
(Continued from November, 2007 Issue)
by Randy Glucksman
LINE
LENGTH
OPENED
Enroute to Memphis, the group voted to have a quick
Main Street
2.5 miles
April 26, 1993
refreshment stop and have dinner on our own in Memphis. Some enjoyed meals in restaurants along Mem- Riverfront
2.2 miles
October 1, 1997
phis’ famous Beale Street.
2.1 miles
March 15, 2004
The next morning, the group assembled at the nearest Madison Avenue
Main Street trolley stop and boarded Melbourne 454
Thanks to ERA member Bruce Bente, who supplied
and Gomaco demonstrator 1979. There were numerous
photo stops as we rode to the south end of Main Street the MATA roster on the following page and requested
– Central Station. On virtually every block on Main that any additions or corrections be sent to him at
Street, there is a sign that reads, “PEDESTRIANS YIELD passcar1@gmail.com. Bruce is also compiling a roster
TO TROLLEYS.” Since the cars all have pantographs, of all Class W2 and W5 cars that are in the United
there were no poles to be switched, and we then States, and readers’ assistance is requested.
Across the street from our hotel (Comfort Inn), there is
headed north, turning off onto MATA’s newest line,
Madison Avenue. We rode to the end and returned to a ⅓-mile-long monorail to the Mud Island River Park.
Main Street and then to the car house. We were given a The vehicles were built by the Swiss VSL Corporation
brief talk about the history of the trolley lines and their and are model VSL METRO SHUTTLE 6000. Among
expansion plans, and we were permitted to enter the the attractions are the Mississippi River Museum, a mamaintenance shops, where several cars were available rina, pedal boats, and concerts.
Our string of great weather days ended on Tuesday,
for photography. Our original cars were replaced by 454
and 553, which we used to ride the Riverfront Line. This September 4, the day we traveled to Little Rock, when
ride ended at Central Station, where we were given a we experienced very heavy rain. Little did we know that
Powerpoint presentation on the history of Memphis’ this caused the River Rail to completely shut down,
trapping Gomaco 408. (It was later retrieved and
transportation in a delightfully air-conditioned room.
Memphis Area Transit Authority (MATA) operates the brought back to the car house for some electrical relocal bus service as well as three heritage trolley lines. pairs.) We were told that this was the first time that
Trolley service ended on June 14, 1947 and was re- something like this ever happened. Shortly after our
placed by trackless trolleys, which lasted until April 22, arrival, a decision was made that service could be re1960. Prior to the opening of the Main Street Line, stud- sumed, and our chartered car was the first out on the
ies found that the use of trolleys would improve the al- line. We rode from North Little Rock, which at one time
ready existing Main Street Mall environment, and a was called Argenta, over the Arkansas River into Little
number of Oporto single-truck cars were obtained and Rock. There is an interesting traffic illuminated sign at
placed into service. The Riverfront Line, which is a sin- some intersections which reads, “NO RIGHT TURN
gle-track line with southbound service only, shares the ACROSS TRACKS,” and is activated when the trolleys are
right-of-way with the former Illinois Central River Line, present. Several photo stops were made enroute to the
which sees freight service and Amtrak’s City of New terminus at the William Jefferson Clinton Presidential
Orleans, which operates two trains (one in each direc- Library. This is one of the two routes that CAT operates.
tion) each day. Madison Avenue is the newest line and The other route loops around downtown Little Rock.
was built to LRV standards. There are plans for an ex- Little Rock’s first experience with trolleys ended on Detension to Memphis International Airport. The entire cember 25, 1947, and its highest numbered car was
MATA staff could not have been more courteous, and 407; hence, the roster below begins with 408. I left the
the Assistant General Manager extended greetings from group to visit the President Clinton Library.
the General Manager, Mayor, and other elected officials
CARS
NUMBER OF
TYPE
YEAR
and thanked us for visiting their city. Everywhere that
CARS
my wife and I went in Memphis, everyone really
408-410
3
Gomaco Birney
2003
seemed pleased that we were visiting their city. The
(Continued
on
page 7)
411-412
2
Gomaco
Birney
2006
table below summarizes MATA’s trolley service.

(Continued on page 7)
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stop at the Little Rock Airport, and continued on to
Memphis and St. Louis. It was truly a great convention,
and many thanks go to Jack May for organizing such a
great trip.

The 2007 ERA Convention
(Continued from page 6)

At 3:30 PM, the bus departed from Little Rock, with a
CAR

COLOR(S)

BUILDER

YEAR
BUILT

ORIGINAL
OWNER

REBUILDER

156

White & Red

Brill

1912

Oporto

MATA

Brill

1912

Oporto

Brill
CCFP

1912
1935

Oporto
Oporto

CCFP
CCFP

1927
1935

CCFP
CCFP

1931
1940

157

187
194

Dark Green/
Cream
Yellow
Dark Green/
Cream
Red/Yellow

197
204

Yellow

164
180

208
234

CCFP
Light Green/
White

266

YEAR
REBUILT

STATUS

CAR
TYPE

Operable

ST

?

ST

MATA
MATA

Operable
Operable

ST
ST

Oporto
Oporto

MATA
MATA

Operable
Operable

ST
ST

Oporto
Oporto

?
Operable

ST
ST

Stored at bus facility?

MATA

Shell only

ST

Stored at bus facility?

Operable

DT

Melbourne 234

?

ST

Stored at bus facility?
Stored at bus facility?
Melbourne 417

Oporto

M&MTB

1924

Melbourne

CCFP

1930

Oporto

Gomaco

NOTES

Stored at bus facility?

268
417

Purple/White

CCFP
Preston

1930
1927

Oporto
Melbourne

MATA

1996

?
Operable

ST
DT

452

Red/White

Preston

1930

Melbourne

Gomaco

2003

Operable

DT

453

Yellow

Gomaco

2001

new

new

new

Operable

DT

454

Lime Green/
White

Preston

1928

Melbourne

Gomaco

2003

Operable

DT

New Orleans 454, Melbourne. 478

455

Blue/White

M&MTB

1926

Melbourne

Gomaco

2003

Operable

DT

New Orleans 455, Melbourne 331

503

Not painted
as of 9/07

New Orleans 452, Melbourne. 626
DT Birney; add-on to
Tampa order, but nonair conditioned

From Nat'l. Railroad
Museum, Green Bay,
being rebuilt at car barn
in 9/07
Melbourne 503

James
Moore

1928

Melbourne

MATA

Preston
Preston

1928
1928

Melbourne
Melbourne

?
Gomaco

Operable
Operable

DT

Melbourne 539
Melbourne 540

Preston

1929

Melbourne

Gomaco

Operable

DT

Melbourne 545

Preston

1929

Melbourne

?

Operable

DT

Operable

DT

Melbourne 553
Rio de Janeiro DT
open car converted to
closed car

Being rebuilt

553

Light Blue/
White
White/Blue
Dark Blue/
White
White/Light
Green

1794

Red

St. Louis
Car?

1908?

Rio de Janeiro

MATA

1978

Orange/
White

M&MTB

1926

Melbourne

Gomaco

1993

Operable

DT

Gomaco demonstrator;
Melbourne 353

Gomaco

1993

Gomaco

new

new

Operable

ST

Gomaco demonstrator

539
540
545

1979

Orange/
White

Notes:
1. Car barn is at 497 N. Main Street, at the north end of Main Street Line
2. Car rehab shop was at bus facility at Watkins Street and Levee Road; in September, 2007, only inoperable cars were reported to be
stored there
3. Memphis originally bought 14 ST Oporto cars. Only 11 of them have been identified. One car was built in 1907 (number unknown)
4. In September, 2007, MATA reports its operating car fleet is 6 ST Oporto, 1 ST Birney, 1 DT Birney, 1 rebuilt Rio car, and 11 W-2 cars (20
cars total)
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No. 229
by Randy Glucksman

Rail SD40-2s and Metro-North 205 in its new paint on
its way back home. And he wrote that “we didn't even
have to go to the Open House to see one!”
For the 2007 ING New York City Marathon, which was
held on Sunday, November 4, the usual special timetable listing the early morning trains on each line was issued. One extra Marathon Special was operated on the
Hudson and New Haven Lines. The train that departed
from Poughkeepsie at 3:53 AM made all stops to Croton-Harmon, then Tarrytown, Harlem-125th Street, and
Grand Central Terminal. The train from New Haven departed at 3:43 AM and made all station stops except
Southport, Green’s Farms, Rowayton, and Fordham.
My daughter gave me a copy of a brochure issued by
NYCT that included a map showing the route of the
26.2-mile event and viewing locations of many of the
mileposts. At those mileposts there was information
about subway and bus lines that one could use to reach
those locations.
In late October, for operational reasons, all Danbury
and Waterbury shuttle trains were operating with the
locomotive south and cab car north. The reason given is
that the combined sand of the cab car and the locomotive help provide traction during the slippery rail season.
The special Thanksgiving schedules featured a turkey
on the cover along with wording that there was extra
holiday service, and off-peak fares, Thursday through
Sunday. Here are the details of the extra service:
W EDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 21: 17 extra trains from Grand
Central Terminal between 1 and 4:10 PM
THANKSGIVING DAY: Holiday schedule with extra inbound
service to the 80th Macy's Parade. There was also extra
outbound late-morning and early/mid-afternoon service.
And throughout the evening, extra inbound service was
provided
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 23: Saturday schedule featuring extra service during the AM, PM, and pre-PM peak periods
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 24 AND SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 25:
Regular weekend schedules with lengthened trains and
additional Shoppers’ Special Service, which is in effect
Saturdays and Sundays from November 17 to December 30. (On Saturdays, there are 2 additional Hudson
Line trains and 22 additional New Haven Line trains. On
Sundays, there are 3 additional Harlem Line trains and
6 additional New Haven Line trains)
At publication time, the Christmas/New Year’s Day
schedules were not available. Details will be published
in next month’s Bulletin.
MTA METRO-NORTH RAILROAD (W EST)
The October 28 edition of the combined Port Jervis

METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY
MTA would like to improve access to the West Side of
Manhattan for some of its riders. To that end, it is conducting a Penn Station Access Study to bring Hudson
and New Haven Line riders into Penn Station. Results
obtained will be presented in the Draft Environmental
Impact Study which will consider these alternatives.
HUDSON LINE VIA EMPIRE CONNECTION (ALTERNATIVE #1):
● New station stops at W. 125th and W. 62nd Streets
● Off-Peak/Weekend only with no new stations
NEW HAVEN LINE VIA HELL GATE LINE (ALTERNATIVE #2):
● New station stops at Co-op City, Parkchester, and
Hunts Point
● Off-Peak/Weekend only via the Hell Gate Line
with no new stations
The preliminary steps took place between November,
2000 and 2003, and did include routing of Harlem Line
trains via the Hudson Line to Spuyten Duyvil and replacement of the abandoned wye track to the Empire
Connection. This alternative (#3) was rejected for several reasons, including that the amount of time that
would be saved would be negligible. If Alternatives #1
and #2 come to be, there would be other transportation
benefits including:
● The ability to transfer to Amtrak, LIRR, and NJ
Transit trains
● Commutation to the vicinity of the proposed new
stations
● Reverse commutation from the Upper West Side
● Discretionary travel to Long Island and New Jersey
● Improved access to Amtrak service
The full report including other stations that have been
removed from consideration may be found at http://
www.mta.info/mta/planning/psas/pdf/comp_results.pdf.
An editorial in The New York Times (November 13)
was titled “Don’t Rush to a Fare Hike” and requested
MTA to wait until legislators can tackle this problem in
the new state budget next April. Dozens of area lawmakers have pledged to fight for additional funding.
Once again, The Times took the state and city to task
for shortchanging mass transit for years. Here’s something that I did not know – MetroCard machines cannot
make change for a quarter, so all fares must be in increments of 25 cents.
MTA-METRO-NORTH RAILROAD (EAST)
Member Bob Kingman and his wife went looking for
NJ Transit multi-level cars at Kenwood Yard on October
20, but did not find any. They did see that the freight
train that they could have been a part of was still outside
the yard, but there was nothing unusual. By the yard
office there were two very clean (rare – Bob writes) CP

(Continued on page 9)
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On October 18, six new large message boards (flatscreen monitors) were placed into service at key locations throughout LIRR’s concourse in the terminal. During a service disruption, these screens display information on how train service is being affected. The information will be updated throughout the service disruption as
conditions change in “real-time.” During periods when
service is operating normally, the monitors provide information on planned service adjustments - such as extra
train service for holiday eves, service to special events,
and the substitution of bus service while track work is
performed. The railroad would also like to have a similar
system at Flatbush Avenue and at Jamaica. Each of the
monitors measures 60 inches, and they have been
placed at:
● Eighth Avenue Exit Concourse
● In the 34th Street Entrance Concourse, adjacent to
the Train Destination Monitor
● In the Main Gate Area adjacent to the Train Destination Board
● By the Central Corridor Train Destination Board
● Across from the Waiting Area
● In the West End Pedestrian Overpass
Keeping Track for the month of October featured
some of the important highlights of the Donald N. Nelson report that was summarized in the November, 2007
Bulletin along with the corrective actions that are being
put into place.
New timetables (General Order No. 405) were issued
as of November 12, and reflect restoration of the schedules on the Oyster Bay and Long Beach Branches due
to completion of work projects. However, new construction projects (track surfacing, station rehabilitation, and
infrastructure upgrades) are underway on the Port
Washington, Port Jefferson, Ronkonkoma, Oyster Bay,
Babylon, and Montauk Branches. These timetables will
be in effect until December 16, which is just over one
month. The covers of several have a turkey with the
wording HAPPY THANKSGIVING. The table below lists the
number of Holiday Eve, and the Inbound and Outbound
trains that were operated on the branches which had
such service. Two of the three Babylon inbound trains
included Lynbrook as a stop; nonetheless, the Long
Beach timetable included the turkey and HAPPY THANKSGIVING.

Commuter and Transit Notes
(Continued from page 8)

and Pascack Valley Lines timetable listed the post-New
Year’s Eve trains that would operate. Trains #95 and
#97 depart Hoboken for Port Jervis at 1:25 AM and 3
AM for Port Jervis, while Train #9601 departs Hoboken
for Spring Valley at 3:25 AM.
This is the first year that the return to Standard Time
did not occur during the month of October. Under the
Energy Policy Act of 2005, Daylight Saving Time has
been extended by approximately four weeks so that it is
in effect from the second Sunday in March until the first
Sunday in November. We benefited from this last
March. The clocks will go back one hour on March 8,
2008.
CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
For the first time, CDOT has been operating scheduled weekend service between Old Saybrook and New
Haven. This special holiday service operates from November 17 through December 30, and has connections
with Metro-North trains at New Haven. Trains depart
from Old Saybrook at 7, 8:55, and 10:55 AM, and 4:55,
7:07, and 9:07 PM. The afternoon trains skip the Westbrook, Clinton, and Madison stations. Eastbound service departs from New Haven at 8 and 10 AM and 4, 6,
and 8:02 PM. The AM trains skip Branford, Madison,
Clinton, and Westbrook. All trains carry 6600-series
numbers. None of the trains stop at State Street in New
Haven due to weekend construction on the Grand Avenue Bridge. Hanks to member Bob Underwood for
sending a copy of the timetable.
MTA LONG ISLAND RAIL ROAD
Referencing the news item concerning the intraSuffolk County service that began on October 23,
(November 2007 Bulletin) member Larry Kiss wrote:
“For the first time since the discontinuance of the local
trains known as the Scoot between Greenport and Amagansett by way of the Manorville-Eastport connection in
1930, the LIRR has a strictly local east end operation. Due to the widening of County Road #39 (Montauk
Highway) in Southampton, the LIRR is operating local
service between Speonk and Montauk. Train #2972
leaves Speonk at 6:11 AM and makes a round trip to
East Hampton. At 8:23 AM Train #2794 leaves Speonk
for Montauk. In the afternoon, Train #2797 leaves Montauk for Speonk and turns at Speonk at 2:44 PM as
Train #2796 for Montauk returning from Montauk as
Train #2799 at 4:22 PM arriving at Speonk at 5:35 PM.
A three-car train of double-deckers is used. There are
no convenient connections at Speonk for service further
west. This is the first new service since the 1964-65
World's Fair express trains. These new trains run only
on weekdays and will be discontinued before Memorial
Day when increased summer service begins.” Larry
also reported that for the first time, the Speonk station
has a TVM.

BRANCH

HOLIDAY
EVE

INBOUND

OUTBOUND

Port Washington

1

0

0

Port Jefferson

4

3

6

Ronkonkoma

0

2

4

Far Rockaway

1

0

0

Babylon

3

3

4

Montauk

1

1

1

(Continued on page 10)
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NJ TRANSIT
As was reported in last month’s Bulletin, on Sunday,
October 21, ceremonies were held in North Hackensack
and Pearl River with railroad and elected officials from
both states in attendance. Although I was unable to attend, my son Marc was at the ceremony in Pearl River,
and took an abbreviated round-trip ride from there to
west of the Spring Valley station.
One week in advance of the expanded service, on
October 22, I rode the first westbound Pascack Valley
Line train (#1621) and we were routed through Cole
Siding between Anderson Street and North Hackensack. For me, it was the first time (new mileage!). We
also used Pond Siding between Pearl River and Nanuet, a ritual that has been done every time that I have
ridden this train since the Summer of 2006.
Metro-North placed advertisements in The Rockland
Journal News, announcing the new service. This newspaper, as well as The (Bergen) Record also reported
this as front-page stories. There were also posters at
the Rockland County stations.
Sunday October 28, the first day of Sunday service,
coincided with the New York Transit Museum’s
“Anniversary Tour” celebrating the 75th anniversary of
the IND, which I would attend with son Marc. This provided a perfect opportunity to sample the Sunday service. I boarded Train #2106, the fourth eastbound, and
transferred at Secaucus to get to New York Penn. As I
detrained, the Conductor told me that 26 passengers
were carried, including 6 holding “commuter” tickets.
The subway tour was led by rail historian Joe Cunningham, and was very interesting. My return trip departed
from Secaucus at 5:26 PM, and when I got off the train,
the same Conductor told me that there were about 40
passengers. I noticed a group of 12 people boarding at
Wood-Ridge.
The following morning, I rode the first westbound
weekday train, #1605, from Nanuet to Spring Valley. I
met ERA member Walter Zullig on the platform, and
after we boarded we saw member Jack May plus several Metro-North employees. Since I always board at
Nanuet, it was the first time in many years that I got to
ride to Spring Valley. After discharging passengers, the
train proceeded west of Main Street to CP Spring,
where it remained for a period of time. I thought that this
equipment would be used for the next eastbound train,
#1620, but it was not. The train (X161) that ran through
Nanuet ahead of #1605 without stopping was used. I
returned on this train to Nanuet, while the others remained aboard.
An empty train derailed in Hoboken at about 4:40 PM
on October 30, affecting tens of thousands of commuters on 35 trains on the Bergen, Main, Pascack Valley,

and Port Jervis Lines. Shortly before 9 PM, I took my
daughter, who had traveled to Rockland County on one
of the new midday trains, to the Nanuet station, so that
she could return to her apartment in the city. We waited
in vain for about 20 minutes for a train that never arrived, so I wound up driving her back home. I had
known about the derailment, and before leaving home
checked and found that NJ Transit’s website was only
reporting delays on trains out of Suffern. While I was
driving, she waited on hold until a customer service representative finally came on the line. Unfortunately, the
agent was not well-informed because she told my
daughter that the derailment was caused by an Amtrak
train! The Rockland Journal News reported two days
later that a bus had been sent about 45 minutes late to
replace the last eastbound train, #1632, which, because
of the new schedules and the service disruption, had
been overlooked. NJ Transit, in the news report, apologized to riders.
Two weeks later, I rode the same midday train, and
the crew told me that ridership had picked up. The previous day, they carried in excess of 40 passengers.
The Times-Herald Record (an Orange County newspaper) reported that ridership transferring at Secaucus
Junction by grew 17% in 2006-07, when overall ridership only grew 6%. More than 6,600 commuters use
Secaucus every day now, a respectable chunk of the
45,000 customers NJ Transit carries into Penn Station.
From personal experience I can report that there are
significantly more passengers using the station, especially on the afternoons of holiday weekends.
On October 21, Bob Kingman saw multi-level car
7220 waiting to get into Kenwood Yard. The tracks are
right in the middle of I-787. Exactly one week later, Bob
reported: “Today's freight into Kenwood Yard had a big
surprise - three NJ Transit multi-levels: 7222, 7532, and
7007 were on the rear. NJ Transit must have turned
Bombardier loose on the order. That's four cars in one
week, not counting 7221, which could have been
missed during the week (that, or this car is being delivered out of order).” The November 11 visit found two NJ
Transit multi-levels sitting by themselves. Normally, they
are on the end of a freight either just arriving into Albany
or getting ready to go to Selkirk. That day’s freight had
no NJ Transit cars, so apparently they came the previous day or before. Even stranger was that one car was
numbered 7534 and the second car had NO number (a
7500?) on the side. Was this a mistake at Plattsburgh or
maybe this is the first car for Atlantic City service? The
rest of the lettering was complete.
New RiverLine schedules went into effect on October
27, and a limited evening express has been added,
making the 33-mile run in 52 minutes. Under the previous schedules, the last departures from Trenton took
place at 9:05 and 9:30 PM. The 9:05 PM has been
moved up to 9 PM, and the limited express departs at
(Continued on page 11)
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9:15 PM for the Walter Rand Transportation Center in
Camden. Bypassed stations are: Hamilton Avenue,
Cass Street, Roebling, Delanco, and Riverton. The 9:30
PM departure remains unchanged.
As I was filing the October 27 edition into my collection, I noticed that the previous one from May 26, 2007,
was titled RIVERLINE instead of RIVER LINE.
PORT AUTHORITY TRANS-HUDSON CORPORATION
PATH issued a new Timetable, Map, and Guide on
September 23. Some of the service changes were reported in the November, 2007 Bulletin. In addition to
what was previously reported, the “around-the-world”
weekend service (JSQ-HOB-33) is now half-hourly until
9:46 AM. Weekdays, Newark/Word Trade Center service is operating with 14 trainsets, which is more than
what was used under the April 22, 2007 schedules. Under those schedules, the peak headway was four minutes, now for a 12-minute period, 8:04-8:16 AM, there is
a 3-minute headway leaving Newark. This pattern is
repeated in the PM for trains departing from World
Trade Center between 5:14 and 5:26 PM. There is also
a 3-minute headway from Journal Square between 8:16
and 8:22 AM. These trains depart from 33rd Street at
8:41, 8:44, and 8:47 AM. There is one less post-AM
peak train and two fewer PM trains on the 33rd Street/
Hoboken Line.
At 33rd Street and Newark (and probably all of the
other stations as well) there are special vending machines that sell the PATH SmartLink Card. One can purchase this card for $5 or add rides to an existing card
and get bonus rides, much like NYCT’s MetroCard.
In late October, while riding to Newark, as the train
passed the Harrison Maintenance Facility, at the farthest part of the yard, there was a PA-1 or PA-2 atop a
flatbed trailer. It was too far away to read the number.
Does any reader have further information?
PORT AUTHORITY OF NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY
On July 29, 2005, there was an appropriation of $100
million included in a federal transportation bill (October,
2005 Bulletin). At the time, neither the Port Authority
nor Mayor Bloomberg was interested in pursuing this
funding. How the times have changed, because on October 16, the Port Authority endorsed the latest iteration
of a tunnel expected to cost $7 billion that would connect Brooklyn with Jersey City. In its press release,
Stephen Sigmund, a PA spokesman, said: "It makes
sense for us to look at the feasibility of the tunnel and its
impacts on quality of life and other issues, and at the
same time, take advantage of some significant federal
funds that are available."
One week before Election Day, news reports surfaced
that the Port Authority planned to increase tolls on its
Hudson River crossings as well as PATH, in early 2008.
This topic was to be discussed at PA’s November 15
11

meeting, which was scheduled after Election Day. A PA
spokesman, in defending this announcement, said that
increasing tolls and fares is something that the agency
had talked about for about a year, and that the additional revenues were needed to pay for higher post-9/11
security, funding the capital program and the ARC
(T.H.E.) Tunnel as well as PATH projects. Tolls had remained unchanged since 2000; however, it was on
March 25, 2001 that the PATH fare went from $1 to
$1.50. It was being proposed that the tolls be increased
by $2 to $8 and the PATH fare would be $2.
At their November 15 Board meeting, the Commissioners approved the 2007-2016 Capital Program,
which allocates $3.3 billion for PATH upgrades (PA-5s
and a new signal system), $3 billion for the T.H.E. Tunnel (a $1 billion increase over what was previously committed), $1 billion for a new Goethals Bridge, and
$500,000 for upgrades at Stewart Airport. The program
also includes other projects. To fund the program, the
Board voted to increase cash tolls by $2 to $6 off-peak
and $8 peak. There would no longer be an EZ-Pass
discount during peak hours. PATH fares paid by cash
would rise to $2, while the cost of a ride purchased with
a 20-trip or 40-trip card would rise by $.30 to $1.50.
These new rates go into effect some time in March, but
before this takes place, public hearings must be held
and both Governors Spitzer and Corzine must sign off.
PA’s proposed toll and fare hikes, coupled with previously announced increases for 2008 by MTA (subway,
bus and commuter rail) and the NYS Thruway, virtually
assure that everyone entering New York City will be
paying more. Not mentioned is NJ Transit, which increased fares on June 1, 2007.
Ceremonies we held at Stewart Airport on November
1, to mark the formal takeover of the remaining 93 years
of the 99-year lease that had been held by National Express Corporation. In the article that appeared in The
Rockland Journal News, there was a mention of
$500,000 that would be spent to promote smart growth
in Rockland, Orange, and Sullivan Counties and $150
million for capital projects at the airport, but there was
no mention about the proposed rail link.
AMTRAK
All repairs have been made to the Talgo trainsets, and
as of October 21, the entire fleet is back in service. In
early August, these trainsets had been removed from
service due to cracks in the suspension system. Details
were reported in the September, 2007 Bulletin.
The Fall-Winter, 2008 edition of Amtrak’s System
Timetable (Form T-1) went into effect on October 29. It
will remain in effect until April, 2008. For the first time,
Amtrak has accepted commercial advertising from companies such as Carnival Cruises, Geico, Grand Luxe
Rail Journeys, Hyatt Hotels, Marriott Hotels, and others.
The individual line and train timetable folders all have
a new look. What is common to all is a drawing of the
(Continued on page 12)
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front of a locomotive within a circle, surrounded by the
words OVER 500 DESTINATIONS. Below the locomotive is
the Amtrak logo.
Amtrak reported that since the addition of the fifth
Downeaster on August 17, September ridership rose
24% when compared to September, 2006. A ridership
comparison between FY06 and FY07 showed a 7%
increase. Ridership on the Vermonter also went up, surpassing FY06 by more than 16%. For both trains, revenues were up as well.
National ridership exceeded 25 million, which was the
fifth consecutive year of increases.
Amtrak’s special Thanksgiving period schedule (Form
T-5) was issued for the first time in color. The cover has
a photo of several pumpkins, and the train listings
mimic the colors used in the National Timetable. There
are the usual caveats about trains being more crowded
because this is the busiest time of the year and that
passengers should consider using “Holiday Extra” 3000series trains. However, these trains “may use cars borrowed from commuter rail agencies” and “might not be
what you expect from our Amtrak fleet. ‘Holiday Extra’
trains will have fewer restrooms and may not offer food
service.” Peak fares were in effect throughout this period, except for Friday. November 23.
MUSEUMS
New Orleans Public Service 850, which is owned by
the Shore Line (Branford) Trolley Museum, arrived in
Washington, D.C. on October 24 and was put on display the next day on the corner of 14th and E Streets.
850 has been putting on lots of miles, although as a
“passenger” aboard a flatbed. The tour began when it
was displayed in Times Square in April. This was followed by a stop in Chicago in May. The 1927-built Perley Thomas car is included in the National Register of
Historic Places. Its purpose for being in Washington,
D.C. is to serve as a mobile tourism office and billboard
for the Crescent City. Passersby can book travel to New
Orleans, take photos in the Motorman’s seat, and learn
about the city's major attractions from Convention and
Visitors Bureau representatives. Thanks to member
Frank Pfuhler for sending this report.
INDUSTRY
2007 IN REVIEW
Projects/additions to service that occurred during 2007
are listed on the following page.
Seattle’s 99/Waterfront Line was expected to be returned to service this year; however, it may be delayed
for about two years, according to member Efrem
Krisher. He wrote that nothing has been started on the
car barn which is part of the 200 Occidental Project. At
publication time, there was also no information about
the reopening of the Angels Flight Railway in Los Angeles. Also, there was no information regarding opening
12

dates for these two projects that were scheduled for late
Fall or December:
● MBTA – Mattapan-Ashmont Trolley Line reopening after rebuilding
● Calgary Transit – Northeast Line, 1.86-mile extension, Whitehorn to McKnight/Westwinds
Just prior to finalizing this column, I called MBTA and
although the customer service representative could not
provide any specific date, he forwarded my request to
the appropriate department with my telephone number.
As far as Calgary Transit is concerned, when I spoke
with that agency I was told that the extension would
most likely occur in early January. Of course, the official
dates will be published when known.
OTHER TRANSIT SYSTEMS
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS
All Type 7s have now been modified to trainline with
Type 8s. This retrofit included new destination signs
(less-readable LCDs than the old roll signs!) that work
with the automated train announcement system. 85 of
the original Type 8 order are now in the operating fleet
(3800-3884). 10 more are to be added from the 15
"shells" that Breda has now agreed to complete (38853894); the five remaining "shells" will be available for
spare parts. On the B, C, and E lines, all trips are made
with either two Type 8s or one Type 7 and one Type 8.
Before the end of the year, MBTA officials are expected
to give the go-ahead for Type 8s to run on the D line,
which will mean that all trips have at least one low-floor
car to help meet ADA requirements. The Type 7s are
being repainted in a more traditional green and white
scheme, abandoning the teal and grey scheme used for
a number of years. A Type 7 3600-series overhaul program is anticipated for 2008.
During the week of November 5, the “T” took delivery
of the first of the 10 Breda cars under the revised
agreement. It is expected that the final car would be in
service by mid-2008, which would bring the number of
Green Line cars to 209. NETransit reported the active
LRV fleet as totaling 188 cars (102 Kinki-Sharyo Type
7s and 86 Breda Type 8s). Twelve cars are listed as out
of service for maintenance or modifications, while two
Type 7s are stored wrecked at Riverside Carhouse,
awaiting sale for scrap: 3623 and 3648.
In the weeks leading up to the October 31 opening of
the Greenbush Line, The Boston Globe reported dozens of Conductors and Engineers were riding the $513
million Greenbush Line rails in Chevy Suburban trucks,
trying to memorize every signal, road crossing, and
neighborhood marker so they can guide the train on a
foggy morning and describe potential problems on the
tracks to Dispatchers. In the January, 1996 Bulletin, I
reported that the Weld Administration approved construction of this line. Construction was to begin in 1997,
but I did not include a date when it was to be operational.
(Continued on page 13)
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DATE
OPERATOR
January 13
SF Muni
February 2
February
16
April 7
April 20
April 27
April 28
August 17

AREA
San Francisco

LINE
T-Third St.

NOTES
4th/King to Visitacion Valley; 5.6 miles, 18 stations —
limited service on weekend-only basis
Belen station opens

Mid-Council of Governments
and New Mexico DOT
Central Arkansas Transit

Albuquerque

RailRunner

Little Rock

River Line

SF Muni
Mid-Council of Governments
and New Mexico DOT
Mid-Council of Governments
and New Mexico DOT
La Société de transport de
Montréal
Portland City Streetcar

San Francisco
Albuquerque

T-Third St.
RailRunner

0.9-mile extension from downtown Loop, via Third
Street, to the President William Jefferson Clinton
Library
4th/King to Visitacion Valley, full-time
Bernalillo County International Airport station opens

Albuquerque

RailRunner

Downtown Bernalillo station opens

Montreal

Laval Extension
Lowell Extension
Milton Line

Cartier, de la Concorde, and Montmorency stations;.
3.2 miles
0.6 mile

91 & Orange
County Lines
Pascack Valley
Line
Raritan Valley

Buena Park station opened

GO Transit

Portland, Oregon
Toronto

Metrolink

Los Angeles

NJ Transit / Metro-North

MBTA

Rockland and
Bergen Counties
Hunterdon
County
Boston

November
11
November
24

New Orleans RTA

New Orleans

CATS

Charlotte

South Corridor
Blue Line

9.6 miles; 15 stations

December
14

South Lake Union Trolley
City of Seattle – Owner
King County Metro Transit Operator
North County Transit District

Seattle

South Lake
Union to Westlake Center

1.3 miles; 11 stations

Oceanside Escondido

Sprinter LRT

22 miles; 15 stations

September
4
September
4
October 28
October 28

NJ Transit

October 31

December
28

Greenbush
BraintreeScituate
St. Charles

Todd sent copies of the new commuter rail schedules,
including the new Greenbush Line, which has the words
GRAND OPENING inside a five-pointed star. However, the
timetables for lines that had no changes were not reissued and the Spring editions remain in effect and are
still available. New timetables on glossy stock were issued for the Fairmount, Fitchburg, Franklin, Haverhill,
and Old Colony Lines and the newest addition, South
Station and Back Bay. For those that were newly issued, the "General Information" section has been reworded/revised. Also, each line's station table lists the
number of parking spots available at each station. For
the south side lines, there is a new promotional graphic
for South Station, calling it "Boston's Great Room."
To celebrate the Red Sox World Series victory on October 30, MBTA announced the following service adjustments:
INBOUND SERVICE: All trains will run as scheduled with
passengers encouraged to board trains into North Station at the Anderson/Woburn station on the Lowell Line
and at the Route 128 station for trains into South Station
as there are available parking spaces at these loca13

Lisgar station opened

Midday and weekend service introduced
Whitehouse Siding
Extra service to High Bridge
17.7 miles
7 stations 3 sidings
Lee Circle to Napoleon Avenue re-opens

tions. Inbound trains on the Providence Line and the
Stoughton Line between 9 AM and noon will make a
station stop at the Route 128 station. There will also be
a train departing from the Dedham Corporate Center
station on the Franklin Line at 10:15 AM. Passengers
may experience service delays due to extended station
stops to ensure all passengers are safely on board the
train. Inbound passengers are encouraged to purchase
round-trip tickets prior to boarding the train or when purchasing tickets on the train.
OUTBOUND SERVICE: After the parade, outbound rail service was available on all lines for fans to return
home. In anticipation of the large crowds at the Back
Bay station, South Station, and North Station, passengers were directed to designated waiting areas to await
boarding instructions from railroad personnel and MBTA
Transit Police officers. Ticket Offices at the Back Bay
station and North Station closed before 3 PM as passengers were directed from assigned waiting areas to
departing trains. Sales personnel were on hand to assist passengers. All afternoon outbound trains had the
(Continued on page 14)

NEWYORK
YORKDIVISION
DIVISIONBULLETIN
BULLETIN- DECEMBER,
OCTOBER, 2000
NEW
2007
Commuter and Transit Notes
(Continued from page 13)

option of stopping at all stations en route to their final
destination. Passengers were encouraged to listen for
train announcements at Back Bay, South Station, and
North Station. Outbound trains on the Providence Line
and the Stoughton Line between 4 PM and 6 PM made
a station stop at the Route 128 station. There was also
a train departing from the Back Bay station at approximately 3:50 PM to Forge Park on the Franklin Line,
making all station stops en route. It was also anticipated
that outbound passengers might experience significant
delays in their evening commute due to the need for
extended station stops.
All passengers were encouraged to assist those passengers new to commuter rail whenever possible and to
celebrate in a respectful manner.
In the near future, determining when the next train will
arrive should no longer be a mystery after the MBTA
Board in November approved the purchase of a $2.4
million public information system. 256 public address
screens, which will broadcast messages showing the
waiting time for arriving trains as well as station announcements, will be installed in 21 stations. The system complies with ADA requirements and will feature
visual sports, news, weather, and entertainment updates. It will also include advertising, intended to help
MBTA raise revenue. Earlier in the month, MBTA suspended a T-Radio pilot program after 1,800 e-mails
were received, many of them complaints from commuters, according to MBTA spokesman Joe Pesaturo. That
radio system carried news, sports, entertainment updates, and music.
Here is an update to a news item from the October,
2007 Bulletin: Destination: Freedom reported that in
mid-October, construction is finally underway at the T.F.
Green Airport in Warwick, Rhode Island. Thanks to
member Todd Glickman for these reports.
LINDENWOLD, NEW JERSEY
Thanks to member Gregory Campolo for sending copies of PATCO’s latest timetable, which was issued on
September 8.
Starting November 27, The Delaware River Port Authority (DRPA) held five public hearings in southern
New Jersey and five in Philadelphia (again) to promote
and explore options on the proposed expansion of the
PATCO Hi-Speed Line. DRPA — with input from multiple stakeholders — must choose one of three routes
proposed in South Jersey and one of two in Philadelphia. In order to receive federal funding, these hearings
must be held. Routing details were reported in the August, 2007 Bulletin.
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA
SEPTA issued new timetables on August 27 for
Routes 100/Norristown, 101/Media, and 102/Sharon
Hill. September 2 was the effective date for the Sub14

way-Surface Lines 10, 11, 13, 15, 34, and 36, and the
Market-Frankford and Broad Street Lines. Of note is
that there has been an increase of one additional
southbound afternoon Limited trip departing Norristown
at 3:51 PM, so there are now four. Thanks again to
Gregory Campolo for sending copies.
The Philadelphia Inquirer reported that Rotem USA
(South Korean) and Sojitz Corporation (Japanese) will
jointly build a plant in Philadelphia to manufacture railcars for SEPTA and others. Because this seemed to
contradict my report in the May, 2006 Bulletin, I asked
member David W. Safford, who sent the article about
this. He wrote back that the lease on the lot was signed
on October 22. They had originally had their eyes on an
existing building in the old Navy Yard, but that fell
through (they say it was too small and in rough shape).
The new site is also in South Philadelphia, but on city
streets. Initial orders include 120 Silverliner V cars at
$274 million for SEPTA and 121 bi-level cars for the
Southern California Rail Authority's Metrolink. The
SEPTA cars are scheduled for delivery starting in December, 2008 and finishing in June, 2010. SEPTA will
scrap 73 cars dating from the 1960s and use the rest to
build up its fleet. Ridership on SEPTA’s Commuter Rail
division has increased by 17% since 2000. The Rotem
plant, employing 300 new hires, will assemble the cars
from components made abroad, except wheels and
trucks, which are to be made elsewhere in the US.
The Philadelphia Inquirer has taken note of the
plight of SEPTA riders who are unable to purchase tickets at stations and are assessed higher on-board fares
in this editorial, which was published on October 27 and
was sent by David W. Safford. “Influenced, no doubt, by
the coming holiday season (Christmas trees are in all
our stores anyway) SEPTA finds itself unable to decide
whether to play Santa or the Grinch, and has therefore
split the difference. All parties boarding without tickets
must pay the higher on-board fare, regardless of
whether they physically could have bought a ticket in
advance or not (the old ticket machines are history, being unable to recognize the new bills, and no suburban
station is open during all service hours). BUT they will
be reimbursed for the difference IF:
● They stand in line for it at an open station (so
you're a little late to work)
● They happen to be going to an open station
(going to other than Center City is probably out)
● They apply for reimbursement on the same day.
(Traveling home late? Tough!)
Somehow I think that the jolly red-clad guy was sent
to the back of the car.”
I received an email from member Lee Winson, who
also provided a link to SEPTA’s poster listing the procedure, which reads:
CONDUCTORS WILL CONTINUE TO COLLECT THE ONBOARD (OB) PRICE FOR ALL CASH TRANSACTIONS, BUT
(Continued on page 15)
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NOW YOU CAN RECEIVE A FARE CREDIT GOOD FOR THE
PURCHASE OF AN ADVANCED (A) PRICED RETURN TICKET.
ALL IT TAKES ARE TWO EASY STEPS:
● TAKE YOUR (OB) CASH FARE RECEIPT TO A SEPTA
TICKET OFFICE AND THE AGENT WILL CALCULATE THE
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE PRICE OF AN (A) SALE
FARE FOR A ROUND TRIP AND THE (OB) TICKET PRICE
PAID FOR YOUR FIRST TRIP
● PAY THE BALANCE DUE AND RECEIVE A RETURN TRIP
TICKET TO COMPLETE YOUR TRAVEL
PLEASE REMEMBER:
● THE FARE CREDIT TRANSACTION MUST BE COMPLETED ON THE SAME DAY AS YOUR FIRST RIDE
● ONLY ONE FARE CREDIT PER TRANSACTION
● NO CASH REFUNDS WILL BE ISSUED

Member Bob Wright commented on the report on the
possible change of Regional Rail designations on
SEPTA. He wrote: “I had heard this a while back and I
have to wonder if it will be a mistake. After over 20
years of 'R' nomenclature, current riders are more used
to this than the old 'place name' lines, and you can tell
who's been riding a long time by what they call their
train - a long-time user will call it the Paoli Line or West
Trenton and newer customers will use the R5 or R3. I
don't think too many people board the wrong-direction
train, as the signage and descriptions are pretty good
about having the old name (or destination) following the
'R' number (i.e. R3/Media-Elwyn, R6/Cynwyd, etc). Effectively, however, the trains are not always paired by
'R' designation and have not been for some time. This
past summer, the R5 'sides' were split in the midday
because of construction on both portions, so Malvern
trains started/ended at Temple and Lansdale/
Doylestown runs tied up at 30th Street. On my own train,
R6/Norristown, the midday trains go no further than 30th
Street and rush hour runs can start and end just about
anywhere (in the PM rush, 3 start at the Airport as R1s
and 1 at Trenton as an R7). There is no connection to
the 'other side' R6/Cynwyd, which runs single-car trains
only in peak hours between Cynwyd and Suburban Station.
“The Conductors on the PM R6s that start at the Airport usually place Center City signs in the racks and
change them to R6/Norristown after the Terminal A (last
Airport) stop. They've told me non-familiar riders are
looking for 30th Street or Center City trains and tend to
get confused if they see the Norristown sign, not knowing the train passes through Center City.
“I have a feeling the coming Silverliner Vs, which will
apparently have destination signs (unlike the metal
plate signs the current fleet has), have prompted this
thought. Right now, however, an occasional rider only
needs to know that northbound R1, R2, R3, and R5
trains will generally get him/her to Jenkintown. Will this
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work as well if the same rider has to know that Glenside, Warminster, West Trenton, Lansdale, and Doylestown trains will do this? A local reporter recently took
SEPTA to task for not having the stations clearly listed
for such a ride, and he thought SEPTA should be indicating all station stops for all trains somehow on its
message boards. (I disagree, since this is
what schedules and maps are for, but he used the
precedent of information available at Grand Central Terminal.) I think if SEPTA makes this move, it will have
to phase out the 'R' designation slowly.”
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND
Maryland MTA has proposed a major expansion of its
rail system. At present there are three lines — Penn,
Brunswick, and Camden — and service only operates
weekdays, serving over 30,000 riders in 8 counties
each day. In recent years, ridership has been growing at
a rate of 6% annually, and capacity constraints are almost at the point where action must be taken. Investments will have to be made in the areas of parking, additional rolling stock, tracks, and storage and maintenance shops. The State of Maryland owns the rolling
stock and some of the stations, but not the rights-ofway, which are owned by Amtrak and CSX, which also
operate the service under contract.
MTA’s plan calls for a threefold increasing of MARC
service during peak hours by:
● Providing the infrastructure to support 15-minute
peak headways on the Penn Line and 20-minute
peak headways on the Brunswick and Camden
Lines
● Adding express and limited-stop service
● Adding midday, late evening, and weekend service
Within the next nine months, the transit agency proposes to:
● Add one evening and one PM Peak train on the
Penn Line
● Add one midday train on the Camden Line
● Initiate weekend service on the Penn Line
● Purchase additional seating capacity on Amtrak
off-peak trains for MARC customers
These improvements are estimated to cost $16 million
for capital, operating, and maintenance costs and will
provide about 1,500 daily seats. The complete report
showing what is planned through the year 2035 can be
found
at
h t t p : / / w w w. m t a m a r y l a n d . c o m /
marcsummary2.pdf.
WASHINGTON, D.C. AREA
Virginia Railway Express placed new timetables into
service on October 29. There were no changes to the
regular schedules. However the snow schedule “S”
trains have been changed (there are more of them) and
are now:
Fredericksburg Line: 302, 306, 308*, 310, 301, 303*,
307*, 311*
(Continued on page 16)
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Manassas Line: 324, 328, 330*, 332, 325, 327, 331,
335
(* denotes new "S" train).
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA
Moving rapidly towards the construction of its recently
approved LRT system, the Transportation District Commission of Hampton Roads approved the purchase of 9
S70 low-floor LRVs from Siemens for $36 million.
(Details may be found in the November, 2007 Bulletin.)
The order was piggybacked on Charlotte's recently delivered order for 16 cars. At the same time, HRT has
advertised the first of 11 construction contracts, an elevated segment between Harbor Park and Norfolk State
University. The winning bidder was to be selected by
late November and four additional contracts are expected to be signed by the end of next month.
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA
On October 24, CATS announced that the opening
date for its South Corridor/Blue Line would take place
on November 24. This corrects information that was
published in the November, 2007 Bulletin. However,
two weeks earlier on Election Day, November 6, voters
were going to have their say as to whether to repeal the
transit tax that had been approved in 1998. No matter
what happened, this line would continue to run because
the vote was for future expansions. As it turned out, voters overwhelmingly defeated the referendum by a 70-30
margin. Future rail lines are planned for north Mecklenburg and UNC Charlotte, with either light rail or a
busway down Independence Boulevard and a streetcar
from east Charlotte to Charlotte/Douglas International
Airport. Thanks to members Bob Kingman and John
Pappas for this report.
Two accidents took place involving automobiles and
LRVs that were out testing in the last week of October
and first week of November. In one accident, a car trying to cross the tracks at Camden Road and East
Boulevard tried to beat the crossing gate arm but failed.
Crews were on the scene repairing the damage a short
time later. One week earlier, a truck tried to beat the
crossing gates at Camden Road and Park Avenue with
similar results. Transit officials are reminding everyone
to use caution around the light rail crossings now that
the cars are running in preparation for the official opening later this month. Thanks to member Phil Hom for
these reports.
TAMPA, FLORIDA
After publication of last month’s news item about a
proposal to build a light rail system in Tampa, member
Dennis Zaccardi sent an article from The St. Petersburg Times reporting that a 55-member delegation
from the Tampa Chamber of Commerce journeyed to
Charlotte, North Carolina. The purpose of their visit was
to see the light rail system, which opened on November
16

24. Tampa’s delegation was not alone as the “Queen
City”, as Charlotte is known, has also hosted contingents from Cincinnati and Sacramento.
CINCINNATI, OHIO
Here is another city that is using Portland, Oregon as
a role model to start a new streetcar system. On October 24, Cincinnati’s City Council announced that is looking at streetcars as an alternative form of public transportation for the city. The members discussed the idea
of creating a four-mile street system through Cincinnati
for the first time, a project that would cost about $100
million to complete. Thanks to Phil Hom for this report
from WCPO.com.
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
Todd Glickman, in Chicago for business, reported that
with slow zones everywhere and a ton of track work, his
ride from O'Hare to the Loop on the Chicago Transit
Authority’s Blue Line took 65 minutes! And he heard
that's the norm, not the exception. In a follow-up e-mail,
he sent this link — http://www.transitchicago.com/news/
motion/board/slzn20071016.pdf — to a map of the CTA
system showing all of the slow speed zones (15 mph,
25 mph, and 35 mph) and their lengths. These speeds
are further assigned by responsibility to either Contractor Construction, Power, Signal, Structure, or Track.
Todd also wrote that he had a few hours, so he rode
the (relatively) new Pink Line, using the refurbished
Paulina Connection. “Every time I ride around the Loop,
I am amazed that five-car North Shore trains once ran
there!”
Member Joe Canfield sent several customer service
notices that explained to riders the funding problems
that CTA was having. There was also a service disruption notice where Red Line trains were running over the
elevated lines instead of the subway between Fullerton
and Cermak-Chinatown to enable work to be performed
that will remove some of the slow zones.
Illinois’ Governor, Rod Blagojevich, on November 2,
authorized a direct grant to the CTA and Pace for $27
million to maintain operations until the end of the year,
according to a letter he sent to lawmakers. The Governor made clear that the short-term funding is not a loan.
"It is new money we are providing them to keep serving
their riders,” and he was continuing his efforts to find a
permanent long-term solution. As a result of this action,
CTA postponed the suspension of service on 39 bus
routes, fare increases, and layoff of 600 employees that
had been scheduled to go into effect Sunday, November 4. Chicagoans are not out of the woods because
CTA will still face a significant budget shortfall for 2008
and will be forced to implement deeper service cuts,
higher fare increases, and more layoffs in early 2008.
Thanks to Bob Hansen for sending this report from CTA
and The Chicago Tribune.
Metra has also announced that in 2008, it would be
seeking a fare increase to tackle a projected $40.3 mil(Continued on page 17)

NEW YORK DIVISION BULLETIN - DECEMBER, 2007
Commuter and Transit Notes
(Continued from page 16)

lion deficit. There could also be some service cuts. Two
plans are under consideration: one would raise fares by
10%, while the other would increase fares by 5% and
eliminate Sunday service. For more than a year, Metra,
CTA, and PACE have been working with state lawmakers to find a permanent source of new revenue.
On the endangered list is the bargain $5 Weekend
Pass, which provides unlimited rides on all of Metra’s
lines. It would be replaced by a $7 ticket good for one
weekend day of unlimited travel. A ticket purchased on
a Saturday would be good only on that day, and the
same for Sunday. The Family Fares Program would be
continued. State law requires that Metra have an annual
budget and a three-year plan.
If you ever wondered about Metra’s ridership, these
are total weekday boardings at its four downtown terminals:
TERMINAL
Chicago Union
Terminal

RIDERSHIP
54,388

Ogilvie Transportation Center

37,564

Millennium
(Randolph
St.reet
La Salle Street

18,247
17,026

LINES / OUTER TERMINALS
Metra Heritage – Joliet
Milwaukee District West – Elgin
Milwaukee District North – Fox Lake
Southwest Service – Manhattan
BNSF - Aurora
North Central Line – Antioch
UP North Line – Kenosha
UP Northwest Line – Harvard/McHenry
UP West – Elburn
Metra Electric – University Park
South Chicago
Blue Island
Rock Island District – Joliet

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA
In mid-October I called the New Orleans Regional
Transportation Authority to inquire about the date that
the St. Charles Avenue trolley would be extended from
Lee Circle to Napoleon Avenue. The woman I spoke
with told me that there was no date as of then. Upon
further questioning, she did say that it would take place
this year. At the same time on NORT’As website, there
was this Safety Notice: “The overhead catenary system
on the St. Charles streetcar line from Calliope to Upperline will be energized with 600 volts d.c. With this activation of the power lines, the first time in over two years,
RTA is reminding all that power lines are dangerous.”
Then, on October 29, there it was – on its website –
the announcement that the St. Charles Streetcar Line
would be extended from Lee Circle, its terminus since
December 19, 2006, effective November 11, 2007. This
new service will bring streetcar service from the Central
Business District, through the picturesque Garden District to Napoleon Avenue. NORTA, in its press release,
reported that the renewed excitement and anticipation
has been visible on the smiling faces of motorists and
pedestrians as they glimpsed test runs of the streetcars
17

along the Avenue during the weeks of October. An
opening ceremony was held on Saturday, November 10
at 2 PM, and passengers rode free from the end of the
ceremony until 5 PM. The CBS Sunday Morning program with Charles Osgood reported this story on November 11, and yes – there were lots of smiles on the
faces of those who were riding and photographing the
cars. Perley Thomas 900 and 923 appeared to have
been freshly painted and were gleaming!
AUSTIN, TEXAS
I received some digital images of the first DMU, 103,
which was delivered to Metrorail on October 22. This
car will be used on the 32-mile line between Austin and
Leander, which is set to open next Fall. The order with
Stadler calls for six DMUs.
The car was described as being a cousin to the RiverLine, but this one is slightly longer and has two 6-in-line
diesels instead of one V-12. Each engine drives a separate inverter, which drives one traction motor for onboard redundancy. The Texas car is a GTW 2-2/6 while
the New Jersey version is a GTW 2/6 per Stadler Wagonfabrik.
HOUSTON, TEXAS
History was made on October 18, when Metro’s Board
of Directors voted to build light rail on the North, Southeast, East End, and Uptown Lines, instead of constructing busways. This came about after the Federal Transit
Administration modified its rules for estimating ridership,
a critical element of funding eligibility. Metro reported
that FTA now evaluates projected ridership on a corridor
as part of a larger system, whereas before ridership
was calculated as if the line were isolated and unconnected to other lines. FTA also now accounts for a phenomenon known as “rail bias”, which means that people
tend to use light rail more than bus service in the same
corridor.
On Main Street, the line would travel west on Richmond to Cummins, south on Cummins to the Westpark
right-of-way, and west to the Hillcroft Transit Center. On
the other side of Main Street, the line will travel east on
Wheeler Street, then to Ennis and Alabama to the University of Houston, and further extended, if possible and
financially feasible, north on Scott Street and east on
Elgin Street to the Eastwood Transit Center. Construction on four of the light rail lines is planned for next
spring, while construction for the University Line should
begin in 2009. All five light rail lines are scheduled to be
in service by the end of 2012.
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA
The design of the Northstar Commuter Rail cars and
locomotives was unveiled on November 8, and it features interlocking arcs of red, yellow, and white on a
blue background, leading to a bold yellow star. In its
press release, Metro Transit said that “the design reflects the history and image of Northstar, while also connecting the commuter rail project with Metro Transit –
(Continued on page 18)
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the entity responsible for Northstar’s operations when it
begins service in late 2009.”
Recently, Congress began a final 60-day review of the
application for $156.8 million in federal matching funds
for construction of the project, which was on track for
securing final federal approval this month. Once this
funding is approved, a manufacturer will be selected to
build 17 cars. So far, an order has been placed with
Motive Power Incorporated for four MP36 locomotives
which should be arriving in 2008. Thanks to John
Pappas for this report.
PHOENIX, ARIZONA
Metro Light Rail could soon be expanding to the northwest part of the Valley. Residents in that area were told
for the first time where it is going and the problems it
could cause. In late October, Phoenix city officials held
a briefing for the new line, which is actually the first extension. Thanks to Phil Hom for this report.
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON
On Election Day, Seattle area voters rejected “Prop 1”
a $30.8 billion proposition that would have addressed
regional transportation issues, including the addition of
50 miles of light rail transit over a 30-year period and
building 186 miles of new highway lanes. This occurred
despite support from major businesses, organized labor, and most environmental groups. Although one
would think that projects that are pro-public transit
would be supported by the Sierra Club, the club opposed the proposition because of it called “continued
reliance on more highway construction and expansion.”
Two weeks after the election, Mass Transit magazine
reported that Seattle’s mayor, Greg Nickels, said that
Sound Transit should come back with another light rail
plan for next Election Day.
The first test run of the South Lake Union Trolley occurred on October 29, and on November 12, it was announced that service would begin on December 14.
Fares are to be $1.25 to $1.50.
PORTLAND, OREGON
In preparation for the start-up of service, which is
scheduled to take place next September, the final railroad crossing reconstruction on the 14.7-mile Washington County Commuter Rail line was installed over the
The First Trolley Line in Brooklyn and Queens
(Continued from page 1)

same day.
BRT was angry that it spent thousands of dollars and
it retaliated by refusing to give transfers at East New
York. Passengers, who previously paid only a nickel,
had to pay ten cents. The oldest cars in Brooklyn, some
of which the company never expected to run, were assigned to this line. Service was poor and many cars
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weekend of October 26-28. Crews removed the existing
rail, installed new rail, and resurfaced the crossings at
SW Bonita Road. It will be the first commuter rail line in
Oregon and will connect to the Beaverton Transit Center, which is served by MAX Blue and Red lines, nearly
a dozen bus lines, and bus service at each station.
On October 31, Tri-Met announced that a name had
been selected for this service, and would be made public at a ceremony to be held at the Beaverton Transit
Center at 10 AM November 19. An invitation was on
their web site, and light refreshments were to be served.
The name that was chosen is WES, which stands for
Westside Express Service and the Westsider. At the
same time, it was announced that the opening date will
be September 12, 2008.
OCEANSIDE, CALIFORNIA
Sprinter service between Oceanside and Escondido
was scheduled to begin on December 28. The fact
sheet on the North County Transit District’s website reported that service would operate 7 days a week with
30-minute headways from approximately 4 AM to 8 PM
on weekdays (64 trips) and hourly on weekends. The
DMUs will have a top speed of 55 mph. Day Pass fares
will be $4 for adults, $2 (seniors 60+ and disabled), and
free for children 5 and under. Single trips are half of
these amounts.
In early November, Railway Age reported that despite
problems with computerized signal systems that have
occurred during operational testing of the DMUs, NCTD
officials still believe the Oceanside-to-Escondido service
will still take place on December 28.
FROM THE HISTORY FILES
75 Years Ago: On December 21, 1932, the Philadelphia Transportation Company began operating trains in
the Ridge Avenue Subway to 8th and Market Streets.
40 Years Ago: On December 2, 1967, the New York
Central Railroad ended service on its premier train, The
20th Century Limited, Trains #25/26, which ran between
Grand Central Terminal in New York and Chicago. The
rival Pennsylvania Railroad’s Broadway Limited Trains
#28/29 continued through the Penn-Central era and
were finally abandoned by Amtrak on September 9,
1995.
News items and comments concerning this column may be
emailed to NYDnewseditor@aol.com.
were overcrowded.
Service improved gradually, but the older cars, 1100s
and 2500s, were in service most of the time.
Buses replaced the trolley cars on November 30,
1947, nearly 60 years after the first trolley cars appeared in Jamaica.
Our sources are Jamaica Trolleys by Vincent F. Seyfried, Edward B. Watson’s trolley history in the April,
1981 Bulletin, and our own notes.
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TECH TALK
by Jeffrey Erlitz
After a long hiatus, I am now back. I am starting off
with a photo essay of the new South Ferry Terminal
station. Construction of the structural box for the station
by Schiavone Construction is essentially complete and

now Judlau Contracting is doing the station finishing
and systems work. These images were taken
November 14 and proceed in a south to north direction.
Jeff may be contacted by email at jbe456@verizon.net.

Looking north on Track 4A (northbound side) at the
south end of the platform. The passageway to the Staten
Island Ferry terminal can be seen above the track.

Looking north about 200 feet south of the north end of
the platform. A lot of the ductwork for the air tempering
system can be seen both on the platform and up on the
ceiling.

Looking south on Track 4A at the north end of the platform. The skeletonized Type II track has already been
installed and is awaiting the concrete pour. This is the
only track installed so far.

Looking north on Track 4A north of the station. The double crossover is located roughly 300 feet north of the
platform, just beyond the slight curve in this view.

Looking south at Tracks 4A and 1A from the location of
the future double crossover.

Looking south at rails and half ties temporarily stored in
the area of the future double crossover.
Photographs by the author

19

NEWYORK
YORKDIVISION
DIVISIONBULLETIN
BULLETIN- DECEMBER,
OCTOBER, 2000
NEW
2007

Around New York’s Transit System
M Train Runs Bumping Block
On Tuesday, November 6, an M train hit the bumping
block south of the Chambers Street station. The consist
was (R-42) S-4731-0/4786-7/4625-4/4819-8-N. Some, if
not all, of the cars received extensive damage.
Split D Service — With a Surprise
Over the weekend of November 10-12, a construction
project caused D service to be split into two sections —
between W. 4th Street and Coney Island, and between

205th Street and Second Avenue. At least two trains of
R-40s ran on the northern segment. Thanks to members Bill Zucker and Bill Erland for this report.
Fare Increase Reduced
On November 20, MTA announced that a $220 million
increase in its balance for 2007 would result in less of a
fare increase in early 2008 than planned. The $2 base
fare (which only 14 percent of NYCT’s riders pay) will
not be increased, and the proposed 6.5 percent MTAwide increase in fares and tolls will be cut back.

PENN STATION REHABILITATION
Many years ago, the late Senator Moynihan obtained
funds for a project to convert the James A. Farley Post
Office in Manhattan to a Penn Station waiting room.
This project has been on the drawing board for more
than a decade.
Recently, the newspapers published the details of the
latest plans for rebuilding the Post Office and rehabilitating Penn Station, which serves 550,000 passengers
daily.
This $14 billion plan, whose financing is uncertain,
involves building a new above-ground hall over Penn
Station and converting the east half of the Post Office
into a station named after Senator Moynihan. It would
be connected to the existing Penn Station by a tunnel
under Eighth Avenue. Madison Square Garden, which is

above the existing Penn Station, would be razed and a
new one would be built on the east side of Ninth Avenue
between W. 33rd and W. 31st Streets.
Preservationists objected to the plan for two skyscrapers — one taller than the Empire State Building — to be
built above the new Penn Station. The latest plan calls
for several skyscrapers to be built in the area bounded
by W. 29th Street, Fifth Avenue, W. 35th Street, and Ninth
Avenue, if the City Planning Commission creates a special sub-district.
Construction of Moynihan Station and Madison
Square Garden should be completed by 2011, but the
Penn Station rehabilitation will not be finished until
2018.

SUBDIVISION “B” CAR ASSIGNMENT
The Subdivision “B” car assignment that went into effect on October 29, 2007 supersedes the February 18,
2007 assignment.
Effective October 29, 2007, morning rush hour L service was increased by two trains.

Upon delivery of the new R-160A and R-160B cars, 10
R-32s, 29 R-40s, and 67 R-42s were put on long-term
hold.
The new assignment is as follows:

CARS REQUIRED OCTOBER 29, 2007
LINE

AM RUSH

PM RUSH

LINE

AM RUSH

PM RUSH

A

120 R-38, 208 R-44

120 R-38, 208 R-44

M

136 R-42

136 R-42

B

160 R-40, 90 R-40M

150 R-40, 80 R-40M

N

96 R-68, 110 R-160B

80 R-68, 110 R-160B

C

96 R-32, 48 R-38

88 R-32, 48 R-38

Q

144 R-68A

144 R-68A

D

240 R-68

224 R-68

R

232 R-46

240 R-46

120 R-46

120 R-46

70 R-40, 8 R-68, 8 R-68A

70 R-40, 16 R-68, 8 R-68A

E

260 R-32

260 R-32

V

F

100 R-32, 280 R-46

100 R-32, 256 R-46

W

G

40 R-46

36 R-46

J/Z

128 R-42, 24 R-160A

128 R-42, 24 R-160A

L

160 R-143, 32 R-160A

144 R-143, 32 R-160A

S (Rockaway) 12 R-44
S (Franklin
Avenue)

20

4 R-68

12 R-44
4 R-68

NEW YORK DIVISION BULLETIN - FEBRUARY, 2008

The
Bulletin

New York Division, Electric Railroaders’ Association
Vol. 51, No. 2
The Bulletin
Published by the New
York Division, Electric
Railroaders’ Association,
Incorporated, PO Box
3001, New York, New
York 10008-3001.
For general inquiries,
contact us at nydiv@
electricrailroaders.org
or by phone at (212)
986-4482 (voice mail
available).
ERA’s
w e b s i t e
i s
www.electricrailroaders.
org.
Editorial Staff:
Editor-in-Chief:
Bernard Linder
News Editor:
Randy Glucksman
Contributing Editor:
Jeffrey Erlitz
Production Manager:
David Ross

©2008 New York
Division, Electric
Railro a d e rs’
Association,
Incorporated

In This Issue:
IND
Concourse
Line
...Page 2

February, 2008

HUDSON & MANHATTAN CENTENNIAL
There were joyous opening day ceremonies
when Hudson & Manhattan trains started
running on February 25, 1908. At 3:30 PM,
400 invited guests entered the 19th Street
station, which was illuminated by the cars’
emergency lights, whose power was supplied
by batteries. A special Telegraph Operator on
duty at the station signaled President Theodore Roosevelt, who was at his desk in the
White House. The President then pressed a
button, which rang a bell in the station.
Power was turned on, the lights were lit, and
the trains’ compressors started building up air
pressure. The crowd cheered when the 8-car
train pulled out of the station. The next stop
was the boundary line between New York
and New Jersey, marked by a circle of red,
white, and blue lights in the tunnel. The Governor of New York and the Governor of New
Jersey shook hands between two cars, symbolizing the “formal marriage of the two
states.” When the dignitaries emerged from
the station, 20,000 people cheered, boats
blew their whistles, and church bells rang.
There were speeches by William G. McAdoo,
the President of H&M, the two Governors,
and other officials. Then the dignitaries returned to Manhattan via H&M for an elaborate banquet at Sherry’s.
Fireworks illuminated the sky over Hoboken
just before midnight while 5,000 people
waited to be admitted to the station. The line
opened at midnight and the first train was
packed with singing, cheering people. Trains
operated on a 5-minute headway and the
Manhattan platforms were crowded. Because
the H&M trains ran on a 3-minute headway in
the morning rush and the running time from
Hoboken to 19th Street was only 8 minutes,
Lackawanna ferry riding declined apprecia-

bly.
When construction began in 1874, the technique of building river tunnels was not perfected, and most people were reluctant to
finance a risky venture.
In 1869, Colonel DeWitt Clinton Haskin, an
engineer who helped build the Union Pacific
Railroad, arrived in New York with the idea of
building a tunnel under the Hudson River. In
1873, he incorporated the Hudson Tunnel
Railroad Company to construct the tunnel. A
year later, he obtained patents that proposed
using compressed air. Work began promptly
at the foot of 15th Street in Jersey City. At the
end of 1874, a shaft was sunk 20 feet with
brick walls four feet thick. Work was stopped
because an injunction was obtained by the
Delaware, Lackawanna & Western Railroad
Company, which claimed that the tunnel company infringed on its property rights.
The injunction was removed in the summer
of 1876 and wealthy Senator Jones of Nevada furnished money for the project. Construction resumed on September 18, 1879.
Work progressed slowly until there was a
serious cave-in on July 21, 1880. After making changes in construction methods, work
resumed in March, 1881. Unfortunately, there
was another blowout on March 31, 1882 because of sandy, loose soil. Construction procedures were changed again and the tunnel
inched forward slowly. By mid-1882, over
1,000 feet of tunnel had been completed
from the New Jersey side. Work stopped
again when Trenor Park, the chief financial
backer, died on November 7, 1882. British
capital came to the aid of the tunnel project in
1889 and introduced the hydraulic shield that
was used to build the London Underground.
(Continued on page 6)
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IND CONCOURSE LINE
by Bernard Linder
Boulevard. To accommodate the additional cars required for service in the new Sixth Avenue Subway, the
yard was extended south of Bedford Park Boulevard in
1939.
The following table is a subway construction progress
report:

Subway construction began in 1928 and was completed five years later at a cost of about $33 million.
Trains started running on July 1, 1933, less than a year
after Eighth Avenue Subway trains were placed in service.
Concourse Yard, which had a capacity of 220 cars,
originally extended only as far south as Bedford Park

SUBWAY CONSTRUCTION
FROM

TO

th

148 Street

CONTRACT AWARDED

WORK COMPLETED

BID—$MILLIONS

st

June 4, 1928

November 30, 1932

$8.23

th

October 18, 1928

January 31, 1932

5.92

th

November 21, 1928

August 31, 1931

4.81

rd

161 Street

st

161 Street

167 Street

th

167 Street

175 Street

th

175 Street

183 Street

December 5, 1928

January 31, 1932

5.23

183rd Street

Kingsbridge Road

February 27, 1929

January 31, 1932

3.84

Kingsbridge Road

Van Cortlandt Avenue

August 13, 1929

January 31, 1932

6.70

Van Cortlandt Avenue

Webster Avenue

August 21, 1930

July 31, 1933

2.69

STATION FINISH
STATIONS

CONTRACT AWARDED

WORK COMPLETED

BID—DOLLARS

February 13, 1931

September 30, 1932

$352,235

February 13, 1931

February 29, 1932

455,722

September 17, 1931

July 31, 1932

217,100

June 29, 1932

May 31, 1933

53,600

CONTRACT AWARDED

WORK COMPLETED

BID — DOLLARS

Tracks—Concourse Line

September 16, 1931

November 30, 1932

$528,954

Signals—Concourse Line

November 18, 1931

August 31, 1933

2,317,800

October 23, 1931

September 30, 1934

1,643,558

Grading—Concourse Yard

November 21, 1928

December 31, 1929

301,750

Tracks—Concourse Yard

th

st

th

th

155 Street, 161 Street, 167 Street, 170 Street
th

nd

175 Street, Tremont Avenue, 182 Street, Fordham
Road
Kingsbridge Road, Bedford Park Boulevard
th

205 Street

Power Equipment—Concourse Line

November 19, 1930

August 31, 1931

226,825

Tracks—Concourse Yard Extension

February 15, 1939

January 31, 1940

161,000*

Signals—Concourse Yard Extension

May 2, 1939

January 31, 1940

31,600*

March 29, 1939

December 31, 1939

93,500*

Line Equipment—Concourse Yard Extension
*Appropriation

ROUTE AND SECTION NUMBERS
ROUTE 106
SECTION
1
2
3
4

St. Nicholas Avenue between 148th and 149th Streets to 161st Street east of Ruppert Place
161st Street east of Ruppert Place to 167th Street and Grand Boulevard and Concourse
Grand Boulevard and Concourse from 167th Street to 175th Street
Grand Boulevard and Concourse from 175th Street to 183rd Street
(Continued on page 3)
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(Continued from page 2)

5
6
6-A
6-B
7
7-A
7-B

Grand Boulevard and Concourse from 183rd Street to Kingsbridge Road
Grand Boulevard and Concourse from Kingsbridge Road to:
Van Cortlandt Avenue and East Mosholu Parkway South
Van Cortlandt Avenue west of Jerome Avenue (connection to Concourse Yard)
Van Cortlandt Avenue and East Mosholu Parkway South to:
205th Street and Webster Avenue
Van Cortlandt Avenue and Villa Avenue (connection to Concourse Yard)
of Fordham Road. To avoid disturbing this depressed
roadway, the middle and the northbound local track
were built east of the roadway. The southbound local
track was shifted west of the roadway in a separate tunnel. The southbound platform at Fordham Road was
narrow at the south end and wider in the middle. At the
north end, there were two platforms separated by a
wall.

RECONSTRUCTION OF UNDERPASSES
To avoid delaying vehicular Concourse traffic, most
important crosstown streets were built with underpasses
below the Concourse. It is believed that several were
rebuilt because they were on the same level as the new
subway tracks.
We never saw the original 167th Street underpass, but
we saw the rebuilt one, which was below the station. At
this convenient transfer point, two low-level side platforms protected by railings were built adjacent to the
trolley tracks that were in the center of the roadway.
Four stairways provided access to the area near the
turnstiles on the subway platforms.
The 170th Street underpass was also rebuilt. We can
vaguely remember riding the Bx11 170th Street Crosstown bus in 1930. At that time, the underpass was
closed. The buses were rerouted and they crossed the
Concourse at 170th Street. When the new underpass
was opened, there were bus stops on the sidewalks
under the subway tracks. Four stairways provided access to the area near the turnstiles on the subway platforms.
Third Avenue Railway’s records indicate that the
Kingsbridge Road underpass was also rebuilt. These
notes describe the reroutes:
April 25, 1930
Discontinued operating in underpass under Concourse
February 20, 1931
Westbound cars use underpass
under Concourse
February 25, 1931
Eastbound cars use underpass
under Concourse
July 24, 1931
The underpass was opened to
the public
November 20, 1937
Cars stop at station under Concourse
Until 1983, we observed the Bx20 (renumbered to
Bx9) buses regularly. In the underpass, there was a
westbound bus stop adjacent to a passageway extending from the north wall of the underpass to the station
mezzanine. Eastbound buses, which did not operate
through the underpass, crossed the Concourse on
Kingsbridge Road. At the present time, the buses
probably follow the same route.
Fordham Road did not cross the Concourse in an underpass. Opened on October 19, 1925, the center roadway of the Concourse was depressed north and south

PROPOSED CONCOURSE LINE EXTENSION
On September 15, 1929, the Board of Transportation
released its plans for a 100-mile subway system, most
of which was never built, including the Burke Avenue
extension. This two-track line, whose estimated cost
was $8.9 million, would have extended 2.15 miles from
205th Street and Webster Avenue via Bronx Park, Burke
Avenue, and Boston Road to Baychester Avenue. The
Bronx portion of the Second Avenue Subway would
have been built from the Harlem River via Third Avenue,
Melrose Avenue, private right-of-way, Morris Park Avenue, Wilson Avenue, and Boston Road to Baychester
Avenue. Both lines would have operated on the same
tracks north of Burke Avenue.

CONCOURSE LINE OPENING DELAYED
Trains were scheduled to start running on January 1,
1933, but the opening was delayed because the city
had no money to complete the construction work. It
needed $200,000 for lighting and other equipment.
When civic groups complained, the Board of Estimate
found the money. The Board of Transportation economized by removing underutilized turnstiles from Eighth
Avenue Subway stations and installing them in Concourse stations. The June 24 opening was postponed
because of the delay in shipping the turnstiles. Station
columns were not painted because money was not
available.

IND EXTENDED AGAIN
The opening date was finally set for July 1, 1933. To
train the crews, six trains were running on June 18 and
light trains provided full service starting June 27. Civic
organizations held a luncheon at the Concourse Plaza
Hotel on June 29, then entered the 161st Street station
and were allowed to ride a train.
The first northbound CC from Chambers Street
passed 145th Street at 12:55 AM July 1, 1933 and arrived at 205th Street at 1:15 AM. This 4-car train was
(Continued on page 4)
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Portal at Concourse Yard, August 31, 1946.
Bernard Linder photograph

Concourse Yard before the ramp to the Jerome Avenue Line was built.
Bernard Linder collection

Concourse Yard, looking north from Bedford Park
Boulevard Bridge, August 31, 1946.
Bernard Linder photograph

Concourse Yard, looking south from W. 205th Street,
August 31, 1946.
Bernard Linder photograph

Concourse Yard, looking north from Bedford Park
Boulevard Bridge, August 31, 1946.
Bernard Linder photograph

Concourse Yard looking south, with the ramp to the
Jerome Avenue Line in the background.
Bernard Linder collection

(Continued on page 20)
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proceeded rapidly.
The building of the Hudson & Manhattan Railroad tunnels was a major engineering achievement, which was
designated a National Historic Civil Engineering Landmark by the American Society of Civil Engineers on October 31, 1978.
(All photographs below, Bernard Linder collection)

Hudson & Manhattan Centennial
(Continued from page 1)

Work stopped again during the financial crisis of 1892
and was not resumed until McAdoo was able to raise
capital for a new company. He believed that the tunnel
could be completed because of technological advances
in the last decade. Under his supervision, construction

Old Newark car.

Train of old Newark cars on Hackensack River Drawbridge.

Hudson & Manhattan car 373.

Car interior.

Hudson & Manhattan class “K” cars west of Journal Square.

Interior of class “K” 1200, July, 1958.
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Commuter and Transit Notes

No. 231
by Randy Glucksman

bid of $980 million forced MTA to renegotiate the project's scope with the contractor, a joint venture of Judlau
Contracting Incorporated and Dragados. The parties
agreed to a revised $734 million contract.
MTA METRO-NORTH RAILROAD (EAST)
Based on preliminary analysis of December ticket
sales, in 2007 Metro-North set a new ridership record
when it carried 80.1 million customers for the first time
in its 25-year history. The 2007 on-time-performance of
97.6% nearly beat the OTP record that was set in 2006
of 97.7%. The goal was 97.5%. By line, overall OTP
was as follows: Hudson, 98.4%, Harlem, 98.1%, and
New Haven, 97.7%.
Design and construction work have been going on for
several months at the Yankee Stadium station site. At
the end of November, 2007, several design items were
being reviewed, such as architectural finishes; coordination with NYCDEP for water, sanitary, and storm sewer
connections; coordination with NYSDOT for the Exterior
Street project; and structural steel packages for the
west stairs and track bridge. The construction part involved mostly demolition of structures that will no longer
be needed or will be replaced. Track 6 received attention as it was cleared and its sub-ballast constructed.
This track also received new ballast, ties, rail and third
rail. Piles were installed for the north half of the (Track)
4/6 platform.
A 32-year-old computer technician, who was just following the instructions of the global positioning system
in his rental car as he was driving over the Green Road
railroad crossing, turned right onto the Harlem Line
tracks. When the car got stuck, he got out and, according to Metro-North spokesman Dan Brucker, “tried to
stop the train by waving his arms, which apparently was
not totally effective in slowing the train." The car was
demolished, along with more than 200 feet of third rail.
About 500 commuters were stuck on the train for more
than two hours as a result of this incident, which occurred at around 7 PM, on January 2. Three trains out
of Grand Central Terminal were canceled and ten others
were delayed by up to 90 minutes. Repairs were completed by 2:30 AM. The grade crossing is located at MP
38.1 between the Mt. Kisco and Bedford Hills stations, a
location that has seen its share of accidents in recent
years. Mr. Brucker said that the driver would be held
liable for the damage to the train and track, as well as
other costs and loss of revenue.
The New Jersey and The Region section of The New
York Times (January 6) featured several articles on
transportation, including one for Metro-North. The reporter wrote that Metro-North would add additional

METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY
As was reported in the January Bulletin, MTA approved fare increases and its FY2008 budget on December 19, 2007. LIRR and Metro-North fares will increase on March 1, NYCT subway and bus fares on
March 2, and bridges and tunnels have a reprieve until
March 16.
MTA would like to improve access to the west side of
Manhattan for some of its riders. To that end, it is conducting a Penn Station Access Study to bring Hudson
and New Haven Line riders into Penn Station. Results
obtained will be presented in the Draft Environmental
Impact Study which will consider these alternatives.
Hudson Line via Empire Connection (alternative #1):
! New station stops at W. 125th and W. 62nd Streets
! Off-Peak/Weekend only with no new stations
New Haven Line via Hell Gate Line (Alternative #2):
! New station stops at Co-op City, Parkchester, and
Hunts Point
! Off-Peak/Weekend only via the Hell Gate Line
with no new stations
The preliminary steps took place between November,
2000 and 2003, and did include routing of Harlem Line
trains via the Hudson Line to Spuyten Duyvil and replacement of the abandoned wye track to the Empire
Connection. This alternative (#3) was rejected for several reasons, including that the amount of time that
would be saved would be negligible. If Alternative #1
and 2 come to be, there would be other transportation
benefits including:
! The ability to transfer to Amtrak, LIRR, and NJ
Transit trains
! Commutation to the vicinity of the proposed new
stations
! Reverse commutation from the upper west side
! Discretionary travel to Long Island and New Jersey
! Improved access to Amtrak service
In the November, 1999 Bulletin, I reported that a public hearing had been held in Tarrytown on October 5,
1999 to discuss this same subject. This proposal was
also published in the February, 2001 Bulletin. The full
report, including stations which have been removed
from consideration may be found at http://www.mta.info/
mta/planning/psas/pdf/comp_results.pdf.
An updated plan for the East Side Access project to
bring LIRR trains into Grand Central Terminal has been
approved by MTA’s finance committee. However, the
revision could cause the project's completion to slip
about six months to 2014. MTA’s estimate for creating a
new underground concourse beneath Grand Central
Terminal originally was $671 million. A single submitted

(Continued on page 7)
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There will also be one new AM train from Farmingdale
to Penn Station, and three evening trains to Farmingdale, Hicksville, and Far Rockaway. 600 new parking
spaces will be available at the Deer Park station
(Ronkonkoma Branch) and 34,694 troublesome arm
rests, which have caused some commuters’ clothing to
tear, will be replaced. LIRR President Helena E. Williams would like to begin a demonstration project to promote commuting within Long Island, which would include identifying zones and offering discounted tickets.
The East End Shuttle, which began operating on October 23, 2007, has seen an 833% increase in ridership
since it began, and may be extended beyond its scheduled May 22 end date.
LIRR is operating a supplemental shuttle service between Flushing-Main Street and Penn Station for up to
five weekends beginning January 12 and ending February 11 to support a suspension of 7 subway service
between Main Street and 61st Street. NYCT is installing
crossovers for the new interlocking so that there will be
switches on both sides of the 74th Street station. When
placed into service, future General Orders that take out
a local track will no longer require passengers transferring at 74th Street to take a ride to the Junction Boulevard or 61st Street stations and backtrack to local stations skipped. As part of this project, the existing Fisk
Avenue (69th Street) Interlocking will be removed.
This LIRR service reminds me of a similar replacement service in January, 1991 (March 1991 Bulletin).
At that time, shuttle service did not operate to Penn Station, but rather to Hunterspoint Avenue. NYCT was replacing the crossovers at the Fisk Avenue Interlocking. I
was part of the General Order planning process at the
time, representing the Department of Capital Program
Management, and I remember that the Division of Track
had requested three weekends, two for the work and
one as a back-up for inclement weather. Members
Jimmy Mattina and Glenn Smith represented the Division of Track. The weather cooperated and the job was
completed in just two weekends. My son Marc and I
rode the LIRR 7 Shuttle service, and I have one of the
signs as a memento of our ride.
NJ TRANSIT
Former Executive Director George Warrington died of
pancreatic cancer on December 24, 2007 at the age of
55. Mr. Warrington headed NJ Transit from March, 2002
until his resignation on March 30, 2007. Prior to his stint
at NJ Transit, he was President of Amtrak. His transit
career began at NJDOT in the 1970s; one of his first
projects was managing the $450 million bond issue referendum that raised the capital to start NJ Transit. For the
duration of the 1980s, he served as Vice President and
General Manager of NJ Transit's rail operations and was
promoted to Deputy Commissioner and Chief of Staff in
1990. He left two years later to become the Executive Director of the Delaware River Port Authority, then went to

Commuter and Transit Notes
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weekend express service on the Hudson Line (3 more
round-trips on Saturdays and 2 more on Sundays), additional service between Scarsdale and Hartsdale during peak hours, and one new round-trip off-peak train
on the Upper Harlem Line. On the New Haven Line,
catenary replacement work continues, and the New Haven maintenance shop is being upgraded to handle the
M-8s, which are scheduled for delivery beginning next
year. Also, a new Rail Control Center is planned, a Rail
Impact Detection System is being purchased that can
determine if a car’s wheels are damaged, and the automated car washer at High Bridge Yard is to go into service this year.
CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Member Howard Mann sent a report that CDOT began
the second phase of its Danbury Branch Study, with a
goal of issuing a recommendation within three years.
The plan will look more closely at the five improvement
alternatives documented in the first phase of the report,
including re-electrifying the rail line, which runs between
Danbury and South Norwalk, and expanding the branch
to New Milford. From there, it will be determined which
is the best course to improve the single-track line, which
serves about 1,000 riders a day on diesel-powered
trains and has struggled to expand service. Once this
has been decided, the next step will be the environmental impact statement. Danbury was electrified at the
same time as the rest of the New Haven Line in the first
decade of the 20th Century, but following a hurricane
was de-electrified in 1961. The catenary was removed
in 1964.
CDOT’s first study of the Danbury Branch began four
years ago and public hearings were held two years ago.
Other recommendations in the first phase included adding passing sidings rather than double-tracking the entire line. CDOT estimated it would cost at least $200
million to acquire the right-of-way needed to add more
tracks, while expanding the line to New Milford would
cost about $30 million and add 900 daily riders.
MTA LONG ISLAND RAIL ROAD
Like Metro-North, LIRR also did well with its OTP,
when 94.07% of its trains arrived on time, the best since
1979. In 2006, OTP was 93.30%. Another fact – the
railroad operated almost 5% more trains (244,565) annually than in 2002 (233,301).
LIRR was also featured in the New York Times article
cited above. This year will see the elimination of the
Roslyn Road grade crossing in Mineola, as well as work
to reduce the size of the gap between trains and platforms. All platforms will be widened by one inch, and M3 cars will get one-inch plates to extend their door sills
while the M-7s will get two-inch plates. Reducing the
number of standees would occur by adding two cars to
seven trains in the AM peak and one PM peak train.

(Continued on page 8)
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tween Lake Hopatcong and Dover and will only be
served on weekdays by Montclair-Boonton and Morristown Line trains. Nine days earlier, on January 12, the
new Wayne/Route 23 station opened. This station is
located between Mountain View and Little Falls and is
served by Montclair-Boonton Line trains.
New timetables were issued for the MontclairBoonton, Morris & Essex, Northeast Corridor, and North
Jersey Coast Lines effective January 20. To the best of
my knowledge, there were no notices issued for the
interim period January 14-18, providing the times that
trains stopped at Wayne/Route 23.
MONTCLAIR-BOONTON: Mt. Arlington and Route 23/
Wayne stations were opened. The times of several
trains were also adjusted, and two fewer trains stop at
Great Notch (#1052 and #1087)
MORRIS & ESSEX: Adjustments made to several peakperiod trains in conjunction with the opening of the Mt.
Arlington station
NORTHEAST CORRIDOR: Due to speed restrictions — to
replace cracked concrete ties on Track 1 between Iselin
and Union (Rahway) and from Trenton to New Brunswick — times have been adjusted on trains by between
3 and 6 minutes. Speeds have been reduced to 60 vs.
90-125 mph, according to The Trenton Times
NORTH JERSEY COAST: Same speed restrictions as
above plus between Bay Head and Belmar due to repair
work being performed on the Shark River drawbridge
NJ Transit was also mentioned the aforementioned
New York Times article. Rehabilitation of Trenton’s station was the lead item. The transit agency will place 75
additional multi-level cars into service (for a total of 130)
by year’s end. 90 new enhanced ticket vending machines will have the capability of remembering a customer’s last purchase and offer it as an option to speed
up service. Two stations, Route 23/Wayne and Mt. Arlington, were to open in January (see above).
After several weeks of no deliveries, member Bob
Kingman reported seeing multi-level car 7542 at Kenwood Yard on January 7.
As of late December, 2007, a joint MetroCard/HudsonBergen Light Rail ticket is available online to pay the
fare on trips between Staten Island and New Jersey.
The joint ticket contains both an Unlimited Ride MetroCard to pay the bus fare on the S89 or other NYC Transit local bus routes, and a HBLR flash pass for display
on the light rail. The cost of this combined S89/HBLR
pass is $134. Tickets can also be purchased from the
NJ Transit web site by selecting the Quick-Tik option
and following the 5-step process under “Light Rail and
Joint Light Rail.”
Although it was planned that there would not be parking at Secaucus Junction, Edison Properties, an operator of parking facilities, has filed plans with the Meadowlands Commission to construct one on property that it
owns near Secaucus Junction, which is the only station
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Amtrak, where, under his tenure, Acela service started. He
is credited with many successes including getting the

T.H.E. Tunnel project off the ground, as well as expanding rail service to match the growing ridership. In December, 2006, the first train of multi-level cars entered
service on the Northeast Corridor. Railfans will remember him for officially doing away with the non-existent,
but nonetheless enforced, rules forbidding rail/bus photography.
As my train was arriving at Secaucus Junction on
January 3, the Conductor announced that because of
30-60-minute delays on the Northeast Corridor, he was
told to advise us to go to Hoboken and use PATH. At
Hoboken it was a short wait until a 33rd Street train arrived, and we departed soon after. However, we were
held at Christopher Street and several of us were thinking that if the train had to be stopped at some station,
9th Street would have been a better choice for its proximity to the W. 4th Street station (ABCDEFV). After
about ten minutes, we proceeded up to 33rd Street
When I arrived at my office, there were several alerts;
the first one was sent at 6:54 AM.
I picked up a Customer Notice on the way home and
found out what happened: at 6:20 AM, Train #3812
(5:25 AM Trenton/New York Penn) became disabled
when the catenary came down while the train was
crossing west of Newark, affecting all eastbound Northeast Corridor, North Jersey Coast, and Raritan Valley
trains. 43 trains were delayed up to 90 minutes and 16
trains were canceled. Service adjustments were made,
i.e., some trains made additional stops while others bypassed certain stations. Tickets were being crosshonored on parallel NJ Transit bus lines and PATH. Normal service was resumed at 9:30 AM. While this was
going on, PATH service from Hoboken to World Trade
Center and Hoboken to 33rd Street was suspended for a
time due to what was reported as a track condition.
Standing near the Conductor, I overheard some radio
transmissions that there had been a track fire, a fact
that was confirmed by a report on the WCBS/880 web
site and by some fellow commuters who saw firemen at
the Hoboken station. All service was reported as operating normally at 10 AM.
Here is something ironic about this incident: I transfer
at Secaucus for an eastbound train to New York Penn,
and one of my co-workers rides PATH from Hoboken.
On this particular day, I went to Hoboken and transferred to PATH, while my co-worker, who was unable to
enter the PATH station, rode NJ Transit to Secaucus
and transferred to a train that delivered him to New York
Penn.
On December 24, 2007 NJ Transit announced that the
Mt. Arlington station, with nearly 300 parking spaces,
would open on January 21. Mt. Arlington is located be-

(Continued on page 9)
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Date
February 26, 1908
December 25, 1911
April 18, 1920
March 19, 1950
February 29, 1952
September 21, 1957
October 30, 1961
September 1, 1962
April 30, 1967
July 31, 1973
June 3, 1994
April 12, 1997
March 25, 2001
March 2, 2008

(Continued from page 8)

without local parking. The Star-Ledger reported that
many environmentalists and mass transit advocates
oppose parking at the site, but the Corzine administration is in favor of it.
Here is some additional information concerning the
recently opened Cush Tunk Siding on the Raritan Valley
Line (January Bulletin). Tunk is located at MP 45.2 and
Cush at MP 45.8. Trains can operate over this track at
45 mph. This siding is located between White House
(MP 44.3) and Lebanon (MP 48.0).
Newark Light Rail received a new timetable on January 12. On weekends, inbound trains depart one minute
later, relay time at Broad Street has been reduced from
12 minutes to 6 minutes, and outbound trains depart
five minutes earlier than they did with the September 1,
2007 timetables. Weekdays, the last two inbound trains
begin their runs at Grove Street at 11:55 PM and 12:45
AM, rather than at Branch Brook Park at 11:50 PM and
12:33 AM. The last two outbound cars, which formerly
departed from Newark Penn Station at 12:50 and 12:55
AM, now depart at 1:00 and 1:10 AM and operate all the
way to Grove Street instead of Silver Lake.
In the December, 2007 Bulletin, I wrote that the River
Line timetable dated May 26, 2007 listed the name of
the line as “Riverline” (one word). Thanks to member C.
Allan Breen, who sent me a copy of the May 27, 2007
edition, which correctly named the line in two words. He
also wrote: “NJ Transit has done far worse than this in
the past. I have a No. 62 bus schedule dated: Effective
June 25, 2988, which I found in a rack a Penn Station
Newark at the time (1988).”
PORT AUTHORITY TRANS-HUDSON CORPORATION
On January 4, the Port Authority of New York and New
Jersey voted to raise bridge and tunnel tolls and PATH
fares effective March 2. There are some new fare options as can be seen in the table below.
OPTION
One-way

$3.50
$13.00

20-trip

$26.00

40-trip

$52.00

1-Day

$6.00

7-Day

$18.00

30-Day

$54.00

Senior

$1.00

MetroCard (Pay-Per-Ride)

$1.75

1

Amtrak has settled a lawsuit with New York State over
its removal from service several years ago of the state’s
rebuilt RTL Turboliner trainsets. The 1970s-built trainsets, which had been rebuilt at significant expense to
the state, were removed from service due to numerous
operational problems that caused New York State to
sue Amtrak for $477 million. Under the terms of the settlement, Amtrak is paying the state $20 million and will
join the state in investing another $10 million toward
improvements on the New York-Albany Line. Amtrak
and the state will also share the proceeds from the sale
or scrapping of the seven trainsets.
On December 19, 2007, Congress passed a transportation spending bill for FY 2008, which President Bush
signed a few days later. The bill provides $1.325 billion
in funding for Amtrak, a 2.4% increase over FY2007.
The bill also repeals a ban on subway tunneling under
Wilshire Boulevard in Los Angeles that was passed in
1986 following a fatal methane gas explosion. The next
day, LACMTA officials held a news conference hailing
the repeal and calling for the start of planning and funding for a new $5 billion subway line running approximately 12 miles from Wilshire and Western Avenue to
Santa Monica and the Pacific Ocean.
In early January, unions representing Amtrak’s Electricians, Dispatchers, and Machinists—about 10,000
workers — threatened to go out on strike if they did not
get a new contract. The earliest that this could take
place was January 30 at 12:01 AM, which would have
marked the end of a 30-day cooling-off period mandated by federal law. These employees have been without a contract since December 31, 1999. On January
18, it was announced that there had been a tentative
agreement, which provided relief for all commuters. Although the details were not released, what is known is
that the contract follows the recommendations made by
the Presidential Emergency Board on December 30,
2007.
If a strike had taken place, it would have been devas-

$1.75

10-trip

Note

(1) Newark fare was reduced from 40 cents to 30 cents upon PATH
takeover, 4/30/1967
AMTRAK

COST

2-trip

INTERSTATE FARES
Fare
$0.05
$0.07
$0.10
$0.15
$0.20
$0.25
$0.30
$0.40
$0.30
$0.50
$0.75
$1.00
$1.50
$1.75

In the table below is a history of H&M and PATH fares
over the years. Please note that while H&M was raising
its fares, the subway fare in New York City was five
cents until June 30, 1948.

(Continued on page 10)
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tating to the commuters in the New York metropolitan
area, as well as all other cities where Amtrak trackage
is used or employees support the commuter operations.
This is what was published concerning contingency
plans:
! New York City Subway — Special p train service
between Sutphin Boulevard-Archer Avenue and
34th Street-Eighth Avenue. The routing used would
have been the Broadway-Jamaica Line to Essex
Street (Track BJ2), the Sixth Avenue Line to W. 4th
Street, and the “A/B” tracks to 34th Street
! NJ Transit: No service would operate into or out of
New York Penn Station; however, trains to Hoboken would be unaffected. Executive Director Richard Sarles announced that part of the agency’s
plan was to operate seven shuttle bus services
from stations in New Jersey that would connect
with (increased) PATH service at Newark, Harrison, and Hoboken. Had there not been a settlement, the transit agency was set to issue a guide
the following week. Mr. Sarles also said that it
would have been difficult to replicate the rail service that would not have been operating.
INDUSTRY
According to a report from The Associated Press,
MBTA’s cost for carrying each passenger is 29 cents
per passenger mile, which is 4 cents less than Chicago’s Metra. Rounding out the list are NJ Transit (33
cents), Metro-North (46 cents), and LIRR (49 cents).
A friend sent a list of SEPTA PCCs that he had seen
at the Brookville plant in Hazen, Pennsylvania, off of I80. They are: 2092, 2105, 2111, 2118, 2142, 2143,
2156, 2159, 2163, 2170, 2175, 2181, 2191, 2704, 2712,
2713, 2716, and 2780. Also on the property were New
Orleans RTA Riverfront car 463 and Canal Street car
2019, still displaying its CANAL ST roll sign.
OTHER TRANSIT SYSTEMS
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS
As was reported in the January Bulletin, the 2.6-mile
Mattapan-Ashmont Line re-opened on December 22,
2007. Member Todd Glickman forwarded this report
from a fellow Seashore Trolley Museum member. “By
noon, PCC 3263 had derailed at Mattapan; 3262 broke
down enroute to Ashmont, which was rescued by 3254,
and 3087 was running with heavy traffic, a low speed
plug, and Operator having trouble with wheel slip. Despite the problems (normal) customers seemed happy!
Now we have yet to hear from those people along
Brook Road who had frequent service for 18 months
and are back to one bus an hour and nothing after 7 PM
and Sundays.” When I asked Todd about the testing
process, he answered that Murphy’s Law hit them.
A contract for 94 Blue Line cars was awarded to Sie-

mens in January, 2001, with deliveries to begin in 2004.
They are to replace the existing fleet of 70 HawkerSiddeley cars, which date from 1978-80 and according
to The Boston Globe are showing their age. “Large
patches of rust splotch the roofs and discolor the blue
and white paint on the sides. Inside, beige electrical
tape holds together tattered vinyl seats. Faux wood
paneling gives the walls the vintage look of a den in the
‘Brady Bunch’ household.” Now that MBTA and Siemens have reached an agreement that resolves the
disputes that have delayed car deliveries, the first trains
should be in service by the time you read this. All 94
cars should be in service by Summer 2009. Details of
General Manager Daniel A. Grabauskas’ comments
chastising Siemens with words such as “sloppiness”
were reported in the January, 2007 Bulletin.
The once cell phone-free bastions of the subway are
now accessible, at least at some “T” stations. Riders
with services from T-Mobile, AT&T, and Verizon Wireless are able to receive and make calls from the eight
train platforms at the Park Street, Downtown Crossing,
Government Center, and State Street stations. Wireless
services are also available, for the first time ever, in the
train tunnels connecting the four downtown Boston stations. Additional stations are to be added through 2009.
Additional service was operated to support FIRST
NIGHT activities on New Year’s Eve on all lines. On the
Blue, Orange, Red, and Green Lines the Saturday
schedule was supplemented with service being increased during the afternoon leading to rush-hour service levels from 7 PM through the conclusion of the
event (about 2 AM). Some bus lines in the area also
received added service. Commuter Rail operated a
weekday schedule with additional train service, with
train departures from South and North Stations scheduled between 1:45 and 2 AM.
Copies of the winter rating schedule cards ("Rapid
Transit," in teal), were available on January 3, and Todd
picked up copies. He wrote that it properly includes the
Ashmont-Mattapan "M" service back in the Red Line
section, but on the reverse, where the fares are explained, MBTA forgot to remove the mention of the Mattapan Trolley Shuttle Bus and to add the fare scheme
back to the rapid transit section. Thanks to Todd for
these reports.
BINGHAMTON, NEW YORK
Senator Charles Schumer supports a restoration of
rail service between Binghamton and New York City
and is asking Amtrak and NYSDOT to conduct a feasibility study. In a press release issued by his office, the
Senator cited ongoing efforts (by NJ Transit – Lackawanna Cut-off) to restore rail service from Scranton to
Hoboken. According to member Larry Kiss, the last
Erie-Lackawanna train between Binghamton and Hoboken was the Hoboken-Chicago, Lake Cities, on January
4, 1970. This train used the Lackawanna route through
(Continued on page 11)
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Scranton, as opposed to the Erie route through Port
Jervis. The last train from Binghamton to Port Jervis ran
in 1965.
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA
After six years as SEPTA’s General Manager, Faye
L.M. Moore announced her resignation on December
21. Joseph M. Casey was promoted from chief financial
officer and treasurer as her replacement. Mr. Casey
came to SEPTA from Conrail in 1982. Thanks to member David W. Safford for this report.
Member Bob Wright wrote that Rotem/Sojitz is using
the former Welded Tube plant in South Philadelphia to
construct the Silverliner Vs. This is located across Weccacoe Avenue from what was the large B&O piggyback
yard on Delaware Avenue (now Columbus Boulevard,
bordering the east end of the yard - Weccacoe was the
west boundary) and is now Columbus Crossing, the
shopping center featuring IKEA. Welded Tube has track
spurs from the CSX branch in the bed of Vandalia Street
that accessed the yard complex close to Snyder Avenue
(where SEPTA trackless route #79 grade-crossed
it). Since the yard became a shopping center, CSX
trains rarely use Vandalia Street and can usually be
found on the ex-PRR/PC/CR Belt Line track on Columbus Boulevard. The Navy Yard site has rail but much of
it has been disconnected from “outside” lines and would
have needed to be extensively rebuilt for Rotem/Sojitz's
use.
SEPTA announced its usual service adjustments for
Regional Rail lines for Christmas Day and New Year's
Eve. On Christmas Day trains operated on a reduced
schedule. For New Year's Eve, special late night trains
left Center City after midnight. There were also special
trains leaving Trenton very late to provide connections
from special NJ Transit trains from New York.
Member Lee Winson found this news about how
SEPTA tackles snowstorms. "In-house SEPTA personnel are responsible for platform and parking lot snow
removal and salting at the 7 stations between Temple
University and Glenside. Third party contractors are
employed for these duties at all other Regional Rail stations. Each contractor is responsible for 8–10 stations.
The timing of the storm is critical. If the snowfall occurs
during the day, the contractors’ first task is clearing the
station entrances and exits; then, later, when the cars
are gone, they will return to clear the lots for the following morning.”
SEPTA issued a new set of Railroad Division timetables on December 2, 2007, and member Gregory Campolo was kind enough to send copies. Some of the
changes were reported in the January Bulletin. Each
cover has the wording, “Revised Times.” There are photos of the new Fort Washington station on the R5/
Lansdale/Doylestown Line. SEPTA also issued an R7/
11

Trenton timetable that coincides with NJ Transit’s new
Northeast Corridor January 20 timetable. There is also
a cover note that the new ticket office at Temple University is now open. Thanks to David W. Safford for sending this one.
WASHINGTON, D.C. AREA
Member Steven Erlitz wrote that after he read the December, 2007 Bulletin, additional information was published regarding MARC’s promised service additions to
the Penn Line. “There will be 500 seats on a 5:15 PM to
Baltimore that will make BWI and Halethorpe only. We
are still trying to figure out where they got the four or
five cars from, but obviously a Brunswick Line train is
getting pushed back. Also, there will be a 9:30 PM from
Baltimore making limited stops to D.C. which will turn as
the new 11:45 PM departure from D.C. to Baltimore. For
now, this is the only ‘weekend’ service you will see
since the train will arrive at most stops on Saturday
morning. They have hinted that there will be a 2 PM
Camden Line in the spring, but that would have to go
with a reverse move which they have not announced (I
cannot see it being a deadhead like Brunswick does
since Baltimore is a destination too).
“As far as the other ‘pie in the sky stuff’ mentioned,
most of it is by 2020, which means I won’t see it (I plan
to leave the area after I retire in ‘09) and it’s not the millions that will be needed for infrastructure but the blessing of CSX. Even with the third track on the Camden
Line that has been talked about since I started riding in
1991, I don’t see 20-minute headways in the future. We
would just settle for a real mid-day train (Noon). Finally,
Metro fares went up January 6.. Off-peak remains as-is,
base $1.35, but peak base goes to $1.65 and on up.
New fares are on their web site.”
Beginning Monday, January 7, Virginia Railway Express implemented a new policy entitled STANDING
MEANS DETRAINING. This came about as a result of recent queuing issues. VRE explained it as follows:
“When a train pulls into a station, the Conductor will
assume that any passenger standing is intending to
detrain – therefore that train will wait at the station until
no one is standing. To prevent your train from becoming
delayed, please remain seated. Once the train has departed, passengers can then begin to queue as long as
they plan to get off at the next station.”
Metrorail’s vision of what its new 7000-series cars
would look like was included in a January press release. They would be “sleek and silver on the outside,
with 64 ergonomic seats and resilient floor tiles.” In addition, the carpeting would be gone, as well the fiberglass seats, which would be replaced with stronger, yet
thinner stainless steel for more leg room. Thanks to
member Raymond Berger for this report.

(Continued on page 12)
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NORFOLK, VIRGINIA
Nine LRVs will be built by Siemens for THE TIDE, Norfolk’s new 7.4-mile light rail line, for which ground was
broken on December 8, 2007 (January Bulletin). The
S-70 model, which is already in operation in cities such
as Houston and San Diego, was selected. Deliveries of
the cars, which are costing $31 million, should start during mid-June, 2009, with operations in early 2010.
Railway Age reported that Virginia Beach is seeking a
$15 million grant from Virginia’s DOT to help pay for an
existing Norfolk Southern right-of-way if the line is ever
put up for sale. The NS route would be a "logical" extension of Norfolk’s LRT project. NS has reportedly put a
$40 million price tag for the 10.6 miles of unused track,
which Virginia Beach thinks is too high.
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA
To say that the recently opened Blue Line (Lynx) is a
success story is an understatement. The Charlotte Observer reported that to shorten the long lines of people
12

waiting to buy light-rail tickets before big events such as
Carolina Panthers games, CATS is installing two new
ticket vending machines at the Interstate 485/South
Boulevard station. System-wide, there are 36 TVMs,
three of which are spares, and it is these machines
which were sent to the I485 station. CATS also installed
a pre-fabricated ticket booth staffed by a transit official,
who can answer questions and sell tickets manually.
Since its November 26, 2007 opening, the highest daily
ridership was 12,000, but the average should be about
9,100.
Some improvements are already in the planning
stage, such as:
! Later service on Friday and Saturday nights —
currently the last train leaves the Seventh Street
station at 1 AM but terminates at the Scaleybark
station, half-way down the line
! Scheduling a train to depart from Seventh Street
that runs the entire route
! Higher-than-expected midday ridership has transit
officials considering whether to use two-car trains
during the day. Now, service alternates one-car
and two-car trains during rush hour, but then uses
only one-car trains in the middle of the day
! Reduce midday headways from 15 to 12 minutes
ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA
The elected officials in Pinellas County all agree that
additional sources of revenue are required if a light rail
system is ever to be built. Suggestions range from increasing the local sales tax by one-half cent to developing public-private partnerships. Securing federal funding
is also under consideration. Thanks to member Dennis
Zaccardi for sending this report from the Largo Leader.
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA
The city of Jacksonville awarded a consultant a contract on November 27, 2007 to do a feasibility study on
commuter rail for the region which would reach the
Georgia state border to about 30 miles south of Green
Cover Springs at Palatka to St. Augustine. The main
goal is to operate commuter service from St. Augustine
to Jacksonville to the former (1919) Seaboard Jacksonville Terminal (presently a convention center), which last
saw passenger trains on January 3, 1974. There could
also be service from Palatka, Gainesville, or Hilliard.
The consultant will have to examine all rail lines, active
and not, passenger and freight capacity, condition of the
right-of-way and bridges, speeds, station locations,
parking needs, and neighborhood impacts. What type of
equipment – locomotive and coaches or DMU – will
also have to be determined. Thanks to member
Stephen Drost for sending this news, which came from
the Railway & Locomotive Historical Society’s Southeast Chapter Newsletter (December, 2007).
CLEVELAND, OHIO
Cleveland’s RTA reported that it is in the midst of a rail
(Continued on page 13)
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car overhaul program. Since the heavy rail car program
began four years ago, RTA has spent $6 million. The
program is expected to take three more years. 15 RTA
mechanics have been specially trained for the project,
which is rehabbing 40 of 48 HRVs that are needed for
peak service. The five-year capital plan calls for spending $18.6 million, including $2.1 million in 2008. RTA is
using a vendor to rehabilitate 34 of the 48 LRVs in the
fleet. 16 vehicles have been completed to date. The
multi-year effort will cost $2.5 million in 2008, and $29
million total. RTA will also spend $8.7 million and continue to rehabilitate 34 miles of one-way light rail track.
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
In the nine months that Train #303 (5:40 AM Ogilvie
Transportation Center/Waukegan) has been operating,
ridership has grown from about 60 passengers to more
than 300 per day, more than triple the initial predictions.
This UP North Line train, which was started on April 1,
2007, also has an unofficial nickname – Sunrise Express. Its supporters cite this growth as a sign that there
is a need for more alternatives to the area’s congested
highways. Metra is planning reverse commute service
to serve other areas in northwest Cook, McHenry,
DuPage, and Kane Counties, but money, or the lack
thereof, is deferring these plans. The equipment for
Train #303 turns from an inbound train, #300, which
departs Waukegan at 4:20 AM. Ridership has also increased on this train, from fewer than 50 to more than
100 riders each day. Thanks to member Jim Beeler for
sending this report from The Chicago Tribune.
Despite its financial situation, CTA continued its tradition of offering penny rides on New Year’s Eve from 8
PM December 31 until 6 AM Tuesday, January 1.
Illinois Governor Rod Blagojevich has set some conditions for approval of transit funding legislation. Illinois
would become one of two states to provide free public
transit to seniors at all times of day. This would apply
only on so-called fixed-route buses and trains, not for
paratransit or other specialized services. Pennsylvania
is the other state that provides free rides for its senior
citizens (65+). Thanks to Bob Hansen for these reports.
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA
The St. Charles Line was extended from its temporary
terminus at Napoleon Avenue to Carrollton Avenue on
December 23, 2007. The streetcars are running between Canal Street and Riverbend seven days a week
to midnight. Cars operate every 10 minutes on weekdays and every 15 minutes on weekends. An article in
The New York Times reported that 8 cars are required
for service, compared to the 15-18 that were used prior
to Hurricane Katrina. Remember that the Perley Thomas cars date from 1923-24, so they will be 85 years
old this year. They also provide all of the service on the
Canal Street and Riverfront Lines. Fares are $1.25.
13

Passengers must transfer to buses at the end of St.
Charles Avenue for the ride down South Carrollton Avenue to South Claiborne Avenue. No transfer is required
for this bus. Streetcar service on the final section of the
route, along South Carrollton Avenue, will resume this
spring.
PORTLAND, OREGON
Member Mark Kavanagh sent this report. “Portland is
intending on setting up neighborhood meetings about
potential new streetcar routes. Portland City Councilor
Sam Adams, who is also running for Mayor in 2008,
would like to put streetcar lines all over Portland, almost
resembling what the city had at one time. However, they
made it clear in an article in The Portland Tribune that
if a neighborhood is against an idea of a route in their
area, they will build in neighborhoods that want it. It
would be interesting to see how this goes. I could easily
see a line going east along Belmont or Hawthorne Avenues, as those neighborhoods tend to be very environmentally conscious with heavy transit usage, and both
at one time had streetcars.
“Another item: Construction on the new MAX line
along 5/6th Avenues in Portland was suspended from
November 17, 2007-January 2, 2008. The purpose was
to encourage more holiday shoppers to come downtown. This allowed parking and thru traffic on both.
Buses remained on 3/4th. This is the first time since the
Transit Mall was originally opened in 1977 that cars will
have full access to 5/6th Avenues for the entire length
through downtown. A lot of good info can be found on
http://portlandmall.org for updates on MAX’s progress
downtown. As far as the Green Line construction along
I-205, that will continue uninterrupted during the holiday
season.”
Mark attended the ceremony where the name of the
new commuter service was announced (December,
2007 Bulletin). He wrote that “18 people chose the
name, which will be WES for Westside Express Service,
or Westsider. A name was drawn out of the hat for the
prize of an Annual Tri-Met pass. All 18 winners will be
invited for a VIP exclusive preview ride of the line before
it opens. The line will run from Wilsonville to Beaverton.
90% of the line runs on the old Oregon Electric r-o-w
currently operated by the Portland & Western RR.
There is new r-o-w being built in Beaverton, including
street running to bring it into the Beaverton Transit Center, where there are transfers to buses and the Red and
Blue Lines MAX trains. The line is scheduled to open on
September 12, 2008, which is also the 10th anniversary
of the Westside Light Rail. Tri-Met General Manager
Fred Hansen, was quoted as saying this is unique, and
possibly the first suburb to suburb commuter rail line in
the U.S. (I guess he is discounting the new line outside
of San Diego that started on December 28, nine months
before WES will open).”
KIRO-TV reported that in the first five days after the
(Continued on page 14)
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December 12, 2007 opening of its South Lake Union
Streetcar, ridership is averaging 6,000. No fares were
being charged through the end of December. City officials are anticipating 900 when the $1.50 fare is in effect.
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA
Caltrain estimates that converting from diesel to electric power will allow it to accommodate 52% more riders
per day by 2017 and plans to run at least 110 trains per
weekday, compared to today’s 96 trains, once the electrification is completed in 2014. There would also an
approximate $3 million savings in diesel fuel. But, before this can take place, Caltrain needs to fund this construction project, purchase additional cars, and get a
waiver from FTA so that it can operate light rail trainsets
on the tracks, which also see freight service.
As of January 1, BART began additional service.
Here is a summary of what has been done:
! More trains, after 7 PM Monday-Saturday and all
day on Sunday – 15-minute headways replace 20minute headways (33% service increase)
! Double the number of trains to most stations on
the SFO Airport/Millbrae Extension
! Faster commute times and direct service from
Millbrae to downtown San Francisco
! Earlier start time for train service to SFO – 5:31
AM (16 minutes earlier)
Monday - Friday 4 AM - 7 PM
! Pittsburg/Bay Point (Yellow Line) runs directly to
SFO instead of Dublin/Pleasanton (Blue Line)
! Richmond (Red Line) trains run directly to Millbrae
After 7 PM Monday-Friday & Weekends/Holidays
! Pittsburg/Bay Point (Yellow Line) goes directly to
SFO instead of Dublin/Pleasanton (Blue Line)
! Dublin/Pleasanton (Blue Line) replaces the Richmond (Red Line) and goes directly to Millbrae.
These two lines combined provide San Bruno, South
San Francisco, and Colma riders with double the number of trains, every 8-10 minutes, instead of the previous service, which was up to 20 minutes.
On January 1, BART implemented the second of four
CPI-based fare adjustments. Most BART commuters
will see between a 10- and 30-cent increase in fares,
making the average fare $2.92, or 21 cents/mile. Since
BART fares are distance-based, the fares on the shortest trips will go from $1.40 to $1.50. The longest commute trip, between Pittsburg/Bay Point and Millbrae,
goes from $6.30 to $6.60. In May, 2003, BART’s Board
of Directors approved raising fares every other year
based on the average of inflation over the course of two
years minus 0.5% to force BART to find cost savings
instead of relying on inflationary revenue increases.
Thanks to Todd Glickman for sending this report.

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
The New York Times reported that at the end of November, 2007, Los Angeles County MTA voted 11-1 to
install fare gates at its stations. This would mark the end
the honor system that an estimated 5% are thought to
abuse by not paying their fares. Installation would cost
$30 million, and maintenance would cost $1 million per
year. It is estimated that an extra $6.77 million annually
would be recovered in fares and other savings.
OCEANSIDE, CALIFORNIA
Sprinter service, which was scheduled to start on December 28, 2007, did not begin until January 13, and on
that date, it was an invitation-only celebration. There
were some reports the delay was attributed to safety
issues. Railway Age reported that the ceremonial first
run did take place on December 28, 2007.
MONTREAL, QUEBEC, CANADA
Agence Métropolitaine de Transport (AMT) awarded
Bombardier Transportation a $381 million contract on
December 18, 2007 to construct 160 stainless-steel
multi-level cars. The contract includes a base order of
30 cars and options for 130 additional cars, which will
be manufactured at Bombardier plant in La Pocatiere,
Quebec. The first deliveries are planned for the third
quarter of 2009. NJ Transit’s multi-level cars are also
being built there. An artist’s rendering on Bombardier’s
web site shows a trainset of NJ Transit multi-level cars
in the AMT color scheme. The Government of Quebec,
which is funding the project, exercised the options.
AMT’s last car acquisitions were 22 Bombardier aluminum bi-Level cars in 2003. That group was comprised
of 2000-2003 (cab) and 2020-2037 (trailers). Please
credit member Andre Kristopans for the roster information. Andre maintains several transit roster web sites,
including http://community-2.webtv.net/ajk100/
COMMUTERRAILCARS/page2.html, which contains a
comprehensive listing of all North American commuter
operators. Bombardier also built the Montreal subway
fleet, single-level coaches for the Rigaud Line, and replacement EMUs for the Deux-Montagnes Line.
Member Todd Minsk wrote that on the back panel of
the (French edition) Montreal AMT suburban timetables,
each is marked "English version available on request.”
TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA
GO Transit awarded Siemens Canada its largest contract ever for $280 million to design, supply, install, and
commission a new train control signal system at Toronto
Union Station. When completed, it will replace the outdated system that has been in operation since the
1920s. Metro Magazine reported that the initiative is
part of the GO Transit Rail Improvement Program (GO
TRIP), a billion-dollar expansion initiative funded by the
governments of Canada and Ontario, as well as Greater
Toronto Area municipalities, through the Canada Strategic Infrastructure Fund (CSIF). CSIF provides federal
funding to large-scale transportation infrastructure pro(Continued on page 15)
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jects of major national and regional significance.
During November, 2007, the Toronto Transit Commission voted to spend C$13 million to build three light rail
lines: Sheppard Avenue East; Etobicoke-Finch Avenue
West; and Eglinton Avenue from Kennedy Road to
Pearson International Airport. Seven LRT lines were
proposed last March as part of TTC’s Toronto Transit
City project, including one that would run along Don
Mills Road. Details were reported in the May, 2007 Bulletin. Construction could begin next year and these
lines could be operational by 2012. Thanks to member
Frank Pfuhler for this report.
On December 21, 2007, Bombardier announced that it
was awarded a five-year contract by GO Transit worth
US$125 million to maintain its rolling stock. This contract comes with up to 15 years of options. Bombardier
has been maintaining GO Transit’s fleet since 1997.
This past November, Bombardier won a 15-year contract with 15 years worth of options to operate its trains.
TAIPEI, TAIWAN
Todd Glickman visited Taipei, on a business trip during
mid-January. He learned that the Taiwan Railway Administration (TRA) has decided to end the use of ticket
clippers (punches) that have been used to check passenger tickets for more than 100 years. Instead, ticket
stamps such as those used on Japan's Shinkansen system will be used. It is hoped that stamps will make it
easier to keep train coaches cleaner, and also the
stamps will not damage the magnetic strips that are
used on some tickets. The 100 stamps were purchased
for NT$3,500 ($US108) each, and will start being used
this month. In other news, TRA announced that online
orders for tickets will be available beginning in February.
BANGKOK, THAILAND
Todd Glickman reported that since its opening, Bangkok's BTS SkyTrain has primarily used magnetic-stripe
cards for fare media, with RFID cards used only for frequent users who desire stored-value cards. Sometime
between my last visit here (July, 2007) and now, RFID
proximity cards have been added for unlimited ride users. The magnetic-stripe cards are still used for exactfare, distance-based single rides, and are retained by
the exit gate.
The proximity cards are available for multiple ride

"SmartPass" users. Options are as follows:
! 20 Trips = 440Baht (average 22B/trip) for adults;
340Baht (average 17B/trip) for students
! 30 Trips = 600Baht (average 20B/trip) for adults;
450Baht (average 15B/trip) for students
! 40 Trips = 800Baht (average 20B/trip), plus four
free trips); 600Baht (average 15B/trip, plus four
free trips) for students. (As of January, 2008,
~30Baht/1US$).
SmartPasses are valid for 30 days from first use, and
have a five-year lifetime from date of first use. Unlimited
travel distance is permitted per ride. (These fares are
less of a concession than previously, where for example
a 30 Trip card for adults was 540B.) The newly-branded
SKY SmartPass is a refillable proximity card for those
who ride less frequently. The initial fee is 100Baht, with
a minimum refill of 100Baht and maximum refill of
2000Baht. They have a five-year lifetime from date of
first use. There is a 30Baht issuing fee for a new SmartPass, which is not included in the value of the card.
Finally, there is a one-day SmartPass featuring unlimited rides for 120 Baht, which can be used only on date
of issue. Distance-based rides can be up to 40Baht, and
so for those who will travel just a few round-trips in one
day will find this a bargain.
FROM THE HISTORY FILES
100 years Ago: On February 1, 1908, the New York &
North Shore Traction Company operated its first trolley
into Port Washington. Vincent Seyfried’s book entitled
New York & North Shore Traction Company reported
that throngs of people lined the main streets of Port
Washington greeting and cheering the arrival of the first
car. Appropriate ceremonies were held and refreshments were served at the nearby Cove Inn for about
100 guests. Regular service began the following day.
The entire system, which reached Hicksville, was abandoned, on May 2, 1920.
60 years Ago: On February 17, 1948, trolley service
ended on Phoenix’s final line, 2/Washington Street. This
December, Valley Metro Rail will begin operating LRVs
on what is billed as a “starter line” between Phoenix,
Tempe, and Mesa, a distance of 19.6 miles. There will
be 27 stations. Several extensions have been named:
Northwest, Tempe South, Central Mesa, Glendale, I-10
West, and Northeast.
News items and comments concerning this column may be
emailed to NYDnewseditor@aol.com.

A TIMETABLE NOTE
by Larry Kiss
When looking at old timetables, many times the cover
has a statement such as, "The time shown in this folder
is Eastern Standard Time, which is one hour earlier than
Daylight Saving Time."
In the spring, when clocks were moved forward one
15

hour for Daylight Saving Time, the timetable remained
on Standard Time. Therefore, if the timetable showed a
6 AM departure time, the actual departure time under
Daylight Saving Time was one hour later at 7 AM.

NEWYORK
YORKDIVISION
DIVISIONBULLETIN
BULLETIN- FEBRUARY,
OCTOBER, 2000
NEW
2008

THE RELIABLE M-1 COUPLERS
By Henry T. Raudenbush
The M-1 cars purchased by MTA for the Long Island
Rail Road were a significant leap forward from the railroad's existing equipment, combining the best features
of railroad and rapid transit technology of the time. An
important feature was the use of a fully-automatic coupler, providing tight-lock coupling, pneumatic uncoupling, and connection of all electrical and pneumatic
trainlines. Such a coupler would be different from the
AAR knuckle-type coupler then used on all the existing
rolling stock of LIRR. In case of a breakdown, or for
moves to and within shops and yards, it would be necessary to provide adapters to permit coupling of M-1
cars and other equipment. The specification did not limit
the coupler to one supplier, but the car builder for the
M-1s, The Budd Company, eventually chose to purchase the WABCO N-2 type coupler, which had previously been used on the Cleveland "Airporter" cars and
was the original equipment on the cars of the PATCO
Philadelphia-Lindenwold Line.
A coupler adapter was specified to be provided on
each pair of M-1 cars. It was also specified that it not
weigh more than 25 lbs. WABCO said it could not get it
that light, and it was agreed that it could be heavier as
long as it could be handled by one man. At the next
meeting, WABCO came in with a guy who looked like
Arnold Schwarzenegger, holding the sample adapter in
one hand, elbow in against his waist. He set it down
with a BOOM on the conference table. Actually, while it
weighed 50 lbs, there was no difficulty in handling it
even for one not the muscular type. This was quite different from the adapter to the WABCO H-2C coupler
used by NYCT, which weighed over 150 pounds.
The M-1s were shipped by the following route: Budd
temporarily installed a triple valve on each car, to provide pneumatic service braking, and installed the coupler adapter and an air line adapter at each end of the
string. The Reading picked them up at the Red Lion
plant in Philadelphia with a road switcher, which came
out on the New York Branch at Philmont and went down
the line to Wayne Junction. At that point, an engine was
put on the rear (north) end of the string and pushed
them down to 16th Street Junction, did a switchback on
the Norristown branch, and then shoved them up the
curved interchange track to PRR at the west end of the
North Philadelphia station. Pennsy (actually Penn Central by that time) picked them up with a GG-1, headed
west, and took them to 30th Street. While the engine ran
around, PRR Car Inspectors looked them over, then the
GG-1 took them right up the New York Division, through
the tunnels, and via Penn Station to Harold interlocking,
where they were left on the interchange siding just east
of the tower. The next morning, they were left on the
Harold siding through the whole morning rush hour, and
16

LIRR Trainmen were told to announce to commuters
that they could see the new cars as they went by.
Delivery of the first 14 cars was expedited for nontechnical reasons, and they were shipped one married
pair at a time. Budd had been having a problem with
vandalism damage to PATCO cars, which were shipped
to Lindenwold in normal freight moves. This took most
of a week, mostly spent standing in yards in bad
neighborhoods, and a good many windows got broken
even with a Wackenhut guard on board. When Budd
found out the RDG-PRR-LIRR charge for the special
move of two M-1s to Long Island would be no higher for
a shipment of 10 cars, the company decided that it was
worthwhile to ship all the cars that way — overnight and
no damage. For about the first 100 cars, the next move
after arrival at Harold was for LIRR to put a diesel on
the east end, take them to Jamaica, and reverse back
into the Dunton Inspection Shop.
Eventually it proved impractical for Budd to share that
shop with LIRR, and a shop was built at Shea Stadium
on the Port Washington Branch. When the cars were
being moved to that location from Red Lion, an LIRR
diesel would couple on the rear (west) end at Harold,
and after the GG-1 got out of the way, the cars would be
shoved to Shea, and into the test site, which had a facing switch from the eastbound track, allowing the diesel
to cut off and leave the site without having to run around
the cars.
When the M-1As for Metro North were delivered, they
came by the same process to Shea. After acceptance
testing on LIRR (temporarily equipped with LIRR contact shoes and cab signals), an LIRR diesel towed them
to Harold and a Conrail diesel coupled on the east end
and took them over the Hell Gate Bridge and up to New
Rochelle. At that point the engine ran around, and then
took them down the Harlem Division through Woodlawn, around the Wye at MO, and up the Hudson Division to Harmon.
One shipment of M-1s was delayed en route due to a
bearing problem that showed up between Philmont and
Wayne Junction. The string was parked in the yard at
the latter point, and sat all day beside passing MUs on
the Reading. In the evening, with the cooperation of the
Reading, the car was moved into the Electric Car Shop,
and Budd swapped the problem truck with another.
The M2s were assembled at General Electric’s Erie
plant, and were delivered somehow to the test site at
South Norwalk, on some sidings beside the Berkshire
Line and nearby team tracks. When General Electric
had to wrestle with a problem of excessive roll, a set of
M-2s was sent to Shea and did some testing on LIRR.
By the time of the M-3s, the world had changed. A Con(Continued on page 17)
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rail crew based in South Philly took the string from Red
Lion with a diesel via the Reading New York Branch, the
Lehigh Valley, and the Aldene Connection, through
Newark Penn Station to Manhattan Transfer. An Amtrak
E-60 electric then took them through the tunnels to Harold, after which the rest was the same.
Murphy missed an opportunity to demonstrate his

law. Just before the M-1, Budd also took the order for
the Metroliner MUs. These originally had a hook-type
automatic coupler. They, too, carried an adapter to permit coupling to knuckle-type couplers. One could imagine that the first time a breakdown occurred in the Penn
Station tunnels, it would involve a Metroliner and an M1, each with different, non-compatible automatic couplers. The adapters would not be able to couple to each
other. Thankfully, this did not happen.

5 Dyre Avenue Shuttle extended to 149th StreetGrand Concourse
! 7 terminated at Grand Central; S 42nd Street
Shuttle runs all night
! S Rockaway Park Shuttle extended to Euclid
Avenue
! B and W suspended after the PM rush
(approximately 6:30-7 PM)
! G service to Continental Avenue suspended.
Thanks to member Bill Zucker for this information.
!

Around New York’s Transit System
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weekday evenings, 20 percent on weekday middays, and 33 percent on weekends at a cost of
about $2 million
NYC Transit’s Severe Weather Contingency Plans
NYC Transit has announced that during severe
weather conditions, the following service modifications
will take place (affecting mostly overnight operations):

SUBDIVISION “B” CAR ASSIGNMENT
The Subdivision “B” car assignment was revised on
December 16, 2007. Although peak train requirements
are the same as the October 29, 2007 assignment, this
assignment lists the acceptance of 36 new R-160A and
R-160B cars, which are in service on J/Z, L, and N.

Eight additional R-42 cars were put on long-term hold
because R-160s replaced them.
The following are different from the October 29, 2007
assignment published in the December, 2007 Bulletin.

CARS REQUIRED DECEMBER 16, 2007
LINE
F

AM RUSH

PM RUSH

LINE

AM RUSH

PM RUSH

140 R-32, 248 R-46

140 R-32, 224 R-46

N

88 R-68, 120 R-160B

72 R-68, 120 R-160B

J/Z

120 R-42, 32 R-160A

120 R-42, 32 R-160A

W

50 R-40, 8 R-68, 24 R-168A

50 R-40, 16 R-68, 24 R-68A

L

144 R-143, 48 R-160A

128 R-143, 48 R-160A

IND Concourse Line
(Continued from page 4)

very crowded. The Chief Engineer and other officials
were on board the first southbound CC, a 6-car train
that departed from 205th Street at 12:57 AM.
Marker lights were:
A trains: RED RED
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C trains: GREEN GREEN
CC trains between Chambers Street and 205th Street:
WHITE WHITE
CC trains between Chambers Street and Bedford Park
Boulevard: GREEN WHITE
CC trains between Chambers Street and Tremont Avenue: WHITE GREEN
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LAST AND FIRST TRAINS
by Randy Glucksman
With the expansion of the hours of service by Metro-North on April 1, 2007 and NJ Transit on October 28, I
thought that it would be interesting to see just how much time there is where there is no train running on a
particular line or branch.

MTA METRO-NORTH RAILROAD – OCTOBER 6, 2007

LINE/
BRANCH

LATEST DEPARTURE FROM

DEPARTURE
TRAIN
TIME

AMOUNT OF
DEPAR- TIME THAT
ARRIVAL FIRST DEPARTURE NO TRAIN IS
TIME
TURE FROM TRAIN
TIME ON THE LINE NOTES

STATION

Hudson

GCT
Croton-Harmon

701
801

1:50 AM

Poughkeepsie

3:57 AM

Poughkeepsie

802

4:15 AM

0:18

Harlem

GCT

603

1:53 AM

Southeast

3:37 AM

Southeast

602

4:30 AM

0:53

New Haven

GCT

1502

1:49 AM

New Haven

3:44 AM

New Haven

1503

4:12 AM

0:28

1

Note 1: Train #1304 Departs from GCT at 1:53 AM, but only operates to Stamford, arriving there at 3:11 AM.
NJ TRANSIT – OCTOBER 28, 2007

LATEST DEPARTRAIN
TURE FROM
Philadelphia - 30th
4601
St.

LINE/BRANCH
Atlantic City

DEPARTURE
TIME
12:50 AM

FIRST
DEPARARRIVAL TURE
STATION
TIME
FROM TRAIN
Atlantic
Atlantic City
2:23 AM
4604
City
GladGladstone
2:13 AM
400
stone
Port
Port Jervis
2:31 AM
42
Jervis
Suffern
2:05 AM Suffern
1100
Montclair State
Montclair
12:47 AM St. Univ. 6200
Univ.
Lake Hopatcong 2:22 AM Mt. Olive 1050
Lake
HopatDover
3:06 AM
800
cong
Trenton
3:21 AM Trenton 3806
Long
Bay Head
3:55 AM Branch
3202
Spring
Spring Valley
1:54 AM
1600
Valley

Gladstone

Hoboken

405

12:45 PM

Port Jervis via Bergen
Suffern via Main

Hoboken
Hoboken

41
1101

12:05 AM
12:55 AM

Montclair/Boonton
Montclair/Boonton

New York Penn
Montclair St. Univ.

6201
1043

12:34 AM
1:27 AM

Morristown
Northeast Corridor

Hoboken
New York Penn

603
3805

1:45 AM
1:41 AM

North Jersey Coast

Newark

5347

2:10 AM

Hoboken

1601

12:43 AM

Princeton Jct.

4103

12:58 AM

Princeton

Newark

5505

2:05 AM

Raritan

Pascack Valley
Princeton
Raritan Valley

DEPARTURE
TIME

AMOUNT OF
TIME THAT NO
TRAIN IS ON
THE LINE

4:35 AM

2:12

4:50 AM

2:37

3:54 AM
4:54 AM

1:23
2:49

4:57 AM
4:47 AM

4:10
2:25

4:07 AM
3:48 AM

1:01
0:27

4:00 AM

0:05

5:05 AM

3:11

1:03 AM Princeton

4106

5:03 AM

4:00

3:08 AM

5404

4:45 AM

1:37

Raritan

MTA LONG ISLAND RAIL ROAD – SEPTEMBER 10, 2007

In the New York metropolitan area, the Long Island Rail Road is alone in providing all-night service on some of its
branches. This occurs on the Port Washington, Port Jefferson, and Babylon Branches.
LATEST DEPARDEPARLINE/BRANCH
TRAIN TURE TIME
TURE FROM
Ronkonkoma

STATION

ARRIVAL
TIME

FIRST DEPARTURE
FROM

TRAIN

DEPAR- AMOUNT OF TIME
TURE
THAT NO TRAIN
TIME
IS ON THE LINE

Ronkonkoma

2003

1:46 AM

Ronkonkoma

3:04 AM

Penn Station

2004

3:15 AM

0:11

Oyster Bay

Jamaica

574

11:41 PM

Oyster Bay

12:34 AM

Oyster Bay

500

5:12 AM

4:38

Hempstead

Hempstead

705

2:00 AM

Flatbush Ave

2:51 AM

Flatbush Ave

704

2:59 AM

0:08

Far Rockaway

Flatbush Ave

2802

1:09 AM

Far Rockaway

2:08 AM

Far Rockaway

2805

3:21 AM

1:13

Long Beach
West Hempstead
Montauk

Penn Station

802

12:48 AM

Long Beach

1:40 AM

805

3:13 AM

1:33

West Hempstead
Jamaica

900
2702

12:53 AM
1:02 AM

Valley Stream
Montauk

1:08 AM
4:01 AM

Long Beach
West Hempstead
Speonk

901
2731

5:37 AM
4:37 AM

4:29
0:36
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TECH TALK
by Jeffrey Erlitz
We have a lot of “catch-up” to take care of; this month
I will cover the Long Island Rail Road.
Construction started back on January 31, 2007 for
short-term improvements at the Shea Stadium station
on the Port Washington Branch. LoDuca Associates,
Incorporated was awarded a $233,300 contract to install
a new platform canopy roof, rehabilitate stairs, repair
concrete platforms, paint, and install new lighting.
After an agreement was signed with Forest City Ratner Corporation earlier in the month, construction
started on February 20 for a temporary Vanderbilt Avenue Yard. Five storage tracks and a drill track will be
constructed on a parcel of property east of the existing
yard. When completed, this will enable the developer to
demolish the existing yard and commence construction
of a sports arena for the Nets basketball team.
February 28 saw the completion of the Syosset station
closed circuit television installation project. Twenty-four
cameras, twelve per platform, and six television monitors were installed, one on the west end and two on the
east end of each platform. Much like the CCTV installations on the subway, these monitors allow the train crew
to observe the entire platform to ensure all passengers
are clear of the platform edge before closing the doors
and signaling the engineer to proceed. The platforms at
Syosset probably have the highest degree of curvature
of any station on Long Island.
Preliminary design was completed on March 30 for
the reconstruction of the Atlantic Avenue viaduct. This
included development of 30% design documents that
will be used to procure the design/build contracts for the
construction phase of the project. The first contract will
address the sections of the viaduct with the most significant deterioration. All structural steel above the top of
the columns will be replaced.
Also on March 30, a contract was awarded to Powell
Electrical Manufacturing, Incorporated for $15.5 million
for new substations at Hempstead, Inwood, and Floral
Park. The existing substations will be replaced with
modular substations complete with new a.c. and d.c.
switchgear, rectifiers, transformers, and motorgenerator sets. Railroad forces will construct the foundations and make final terminations.
Powell was also awarded a separate contract on the
same date to replace the substations at Little Neck,
Nassau Boulevard, Lindenhurst, and Rockville Centre.
The upgrade of the Automated Material Handling System at the Hillside Maintenance Complex was essentially completed on May 7. The storage retrieval machines and conveyors, data communications network,
train movement alarm system, and central monitoring
system were all upgraded.
Jacobs Civil Consultants, Incorporated was awarded a
19

design contract on June 26 for Phase 2 of the Jamaica
Central Control Building Fit-Out. The project includes
design for new interior space for the basement and the
fourth and sixth floors of the building. The finished floors
will provide additional office space and equipment
rooms for LIRR employees.
A design contract for a new commuter parking lot at
Ronkonkoma was awarded to HDR/Daniel Frankfurt on
July 26. The new parking lot is located on the north side
of the railroad at the east end of the station and will
have a capacity of 325 spaces. The work will include
new asphalt paving, lighting, drainage, sidewalks, signage, and fencing.
Also on July 26, Gannett Fleming Engineers & Architects was awarded a contract for final design of the new
Babylon Car Wash. This facility will provide the capability to wash both electric and diesel trains. The design of
the new facility enhances train wash operations and
includes an automated wash process with system redundancy for improved car-cleaning capability.
The construction of a new HVAC (heating, ventilating,
and air conditioning) repair facility at the Hillside Maintenance Complex was completed on July 31. This is
where the rooftop-mounted HVAC units on the M-7 and
C-3 cars will be maintained. Specialized test and repair
stands for the HVAC units, storage racks, a new bridge
crane, compressor test stands, and various shop equipment were included in this project.
July 27 saw completion of the design phase for the
conversion of the Wantagh and Amityville Interlockings
from a relay-based system to a vital micro-processor
configuration. The design provides for control of both
interlockings from Babylon. Currently, these interlockings can be controlled from either Babylon or Valley
Tower in Valley Stream. I am guessing that only Babylon
will have this ability when this project is completed.
Construction started on August 16 for a new station
building and other station improvements at Valley
Stream. Angelakis Construction Corporation was
awarded the contract. The new station building includes
a ticket office, a waiting room, and public restrooms, as
well as mechanical, electrical, and communications
rooms. Site improvements to the station plaza area,
rehabilitation of the existing platform waiting room and
elevator enclosure, new lighting under the viaduct, and
a new public address system are part of this project.
Beneficial use was achieved on September 7 when
MTA Police District 3 moved into its new Jamaica Headquarters in the Jamaica Vertical Circulation Building
(home of AirTrain, amongst others). Included in the new
20,000 square foot facility are office spaces, locker
rooms, conference rooms, processing rooms, and hold(Continued on page 20)
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Around New York’s Transit System
Increased Subway and Bus Fares
In the November, 2007 Bulletin, we reported that a
subway and bus fare increase was inevitable. Although
NYC Transit had a multi-million dollar surplus in 2007, it
expects large deficits in 2008 because of interest payments on bonds.
MTA’s website informs us that the new fares, which
will probably be in effect in March, 2008, are as follows:
The base subway and local bus fares remain $2. The
$5 express bus fare will not be increased. But MetroCards will be more expensive.
TYPE OF METROCARD
Pay-Per-Ride

CURENT FARE

PROPOSED FARE

Add 20% to pur- Add 15% to purchase
chase of $10 or
of $7 or more. Initial
more. Initial miniminimum purchase
mum purchase $4
$4 (B)
(A)

1-day Fun Pass

$7

$7.50

7-day Unlimited Ride

$24

$25

14-day Unlimited Ride

N/A

$47

30-day Unlimited Ride

$76

$81

7-day Express Bus Plus

$41

$41

(A) Average cost per ride $1.67
(B) Average cost per ride $1.74

Transfer policies and senior citizens/disabled/student
reduced fare discount policies will not be changed. Also
unchanged will be paratransit fares for Access-A-Ride in
New York City and AbleRide in Nassau County.
Increased Subway Service
At its monthly meeting on December 19, 2007, MTA
approved the following increases in subway service,
which will probably go into effect in December, 2008.
! R trains will run between 95th Street and Continental Avenue and N trains will be routed via
bridge at all times at a cost of $3.6 million. At the
present time, R trains run between 95th Street
and 36th Street-4th Avenue and N trains operate
via tunnel during late evenings and midnights
! M service will be extended from Chambers Street
to Broad Street during midday on weekdays and
from Broadway-Myrtle Avenue to Chambers Street
on weekends at a cost of about $2.4 million. We
do not know whether evening service will be increased
! B service will be extended from 9:30 PM (at
DeKalb Avenue) to 11 PM on weekdays at a cost
of $827,000. There is no service on weekends
! G service will be increased by 50 percent on
(Continued on page 17)

Tech Talk
(Continued from page 19)

ing cells.
Lipsky Enterprises was awarded a construction contract on September 14 for work at the Seaford station.
Work to be done includes replacement of the elevated
platform, canopies, platform-level waiting room, access
stairs, and elevator, as well as a new escalator and
other site improvements.
Hinck Electrical Contractors commenced construction
on September 20 for the replacement of 4,000 feet of
submarine cable at Wreck Lead Bridge between Island
Park and Long Beach. These cables supply traction
power for the third rail.
Siemens Transportation Systems was awarded a contract on October 1 for a SCADA (Supervisory Control
And Data Acquisition) system to provide state-of-the-art
monitoring and control of LIRR’s traction power network.
PB Americas was awarded the design contract for the
relocation of the West Side Storage Yard Substation on
October 3. This project is part of the Hudson Yard Overbuild Support project. Various “things” need to be
moved out of the way so that the platform over the
20

yards can be built. The new substation will be built beneath W. 33rd Street between Tenth and Eleventh Avenues. This is where the street currently dips down but
as part of this project, the street will be regraded to be
level, or nearly so.
Also on October 3, HNTB Corporation was awarded
the design contract for the replacement of the West
Side Storage Yard non-vital, relay based signal system
with a vital micro-processor based signal system. This
supports the relocation of the tower and the overbuild
construction.
A new commuter parking lot east of the Valley Stream
station was opened to the public on October 5. An existing parking lot was expanded from 117 to 311 spaces.
The work included asphalt paving, lighting, drainage,
signage, striping, and landscaping.
On November 26, design work was completed for extension of the Maintenance of Way Repair Facility in
Holban Yard in Jamaica. This building extension is
8,800 square feet and will contain two tracks and a 50ton overhead crane. The design includes the rehabilitation of the existing facility and a new Frog Welding
Building. All track maintenance and repair equipment
will be able to be maintained here.
Jeff may be contacted via e-mail at jbe456@verizon.net
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CANARSIE LINE EXTENDED 80 YEARS AGO
Trains started running on the Canarsie Line
between Sixth Avenue and Rockaway Parkway 80 years ago, July 14, 1928. BMT, Transit Commission, and civic officials rode the
first train, a six-car train with a flag draped on
the front, which departed from Sixth Avenue
at 2:06 PM and ran non-stop to Rockaway
Parkway, where the officials were transferred
to 50 automobiles for a tour of Canarsie.
Then they ate dinner at Ridgewood Gardens
on Myrtle Avenue.
A celebration was held in Bushwick, where
1,000 people marched in a parade. Canarsie
residents celebrated, too. They erected a
bandstand at E. 105th Street and Flatlands
Avenue, a short distance south of the E.
105th Street station and grade crossing. In
front of the speaker’s platform, a huge milk
truck got stuck in the mud just before the
celebration. Unfortunately, the tractor that
tried to haul the truck drowned out the speakers. The driver decided to leave the truck in
the mud until the speakers left.
On June 30, 1928, the third rails were energized between Montrose Avenue and East
New York. From July 1 to July 9, test trains
were operated in this area. From July 10 to
July 13, supervisors were breaking in the
crews. On July 14, the first revenue trains
departed from Sixth Avenue at 2:11 PM and
Rockaway Parkway at 2:18 PM, twelve years
after ground was broken on April 8, 1916.
Construction of the portion of the line between Sixth Avenue and Montrose Avenue
began in the fall of 1916 and was delayed
due to the wartime shortage of materials and
manpower. Although the trains started running on June 30, 1924, work on the Montrose
Avenue station was not completed until September 27, 1924.

The original plans called for an elevated
structure east of Montrose Avenue. But it was
never approved because the local residents
objected to an elevated structure on Wyckoff
Avenue. Plans were changed several times
until the existing route — a subway under
Wyckoff Avenue — was approved in 1924.
Construction began at the Myrtle Avenue station on February 17, 1925 and was completed at the Wilson Avenue and BushwickAberdeen stations on August 1, 1928, two
weeks after trains started running there.

LIGHTWEIGHT METAL CARS
In the late 1920s, BMT was operating
wooden elevated cars that were built between 1884 and 1908. To replace these cars,
it needed a lightweight metal car that could
be operated on the elevated lines without
requiring large expenditures for reinforcing or
reconstructing the elevated structures.
To solve this problem, the Transit Commission appointed a committee of engineers in
1927. After a thorough study, the committee
reported that aluminum alloys and special
high-tensile strength steel were being developed. They believed that a lightweight metal
car could be built. A few years later, the Commission authorized the purchase of two experimental trains, which were placed in service in 1934. The stainless steel train, nicknamed the Zephyr, was built by the E.G.
Budd Manufacturing Company. The aluminum alloy train, nicknamed the Green Hornet, was built by the Pullman Car and Manufacturing Corporation. It was the prototype for
the Multis that were placed in service on the
Canarsie Line in 1937. With a balancing
speed of 55 miles per hour and acceleration
and deceleration of 4 miles per hour per sec(Continued on page 4)
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BROOKLYN’S CABLE CARS
by Bernard Linder
Hicks Street. Service was finally discontinued on May
18, 1924.

In the 1880s, cable cars replaced horse cars in several American cities. In Brooklyn, there were two cable
street railways — Montague Street and Park Avenue —
and the Brooklyn Bridge cable railway.

MONTAGUE STREET LINE

CLOSED CARS
1-8 (C)

OPEN CARS
14-16

OPEN CARS
17-20

Lewis and
Fowler

Lewis and
Fowler

Jones Car
Company

Year Built

1890

1890

1875 (A)

Retired

1924

1917

1917 (B)

Length

26’3”

24’9”

24’9”

Width

7’0½”

7’4”

7’4”

Seating Capacity

10

45 (D)

45 ((D)

Maximum Passengers

25

60

60

1909

1910

1910

Builder

Stages provided transportation on Montague Street
until the cable cars were placed in service.
Construction of the cable railway from the Wall Street
ferry to Court Street began in September, 1890, was
halted during the winter, and was resumed on March
15. The cost was $350,000. On July 10, 1891, a 9,100foot, 1⅛-inch diameter cable was delivered. The mechanics estimated that they could pull the cable from
the power house on State Street opposite Willow Place
to Montague Street in 24 hours. A boy crawled through
the ducts and tried to pull a rope under State Street and
Hicks Street to Montague Street. When he could not pull
the rope, men reached through a manhole and helped
him. One end of the rope was tied to the grip of a cable
car on Montague Street and the other end was tied to
the cable at the power house. Then the horses pulled
the car together with the rope and cable.
The cable was placed in service at 2 PM July 15,
1891. Officials of the Brooklyn Heights Railroad and
People’s Trust, which financed the installation, rode the
first car. The group boarded the car at People’s Trust,
rode to the ferry, and inspected the State Street power
house.
To train the crews, the cars ran light for several days.
Men, who formerly worked for Cleveland cable lines,
were able to control the cars on the 8 percent grade
from the ferry.
Revenue service began at 7 AM July 20, 1891 with a
2½-minute headway in the rush hour and a 3-to-5minute headway at other times. There was no service
after 10 PM. Fare was 5 cents or 25 tickets for one dollar.
The cars were stored beneath the arches that supported the lower part of the slope of the hill on Montague Street below Furman Street. Because they were
exposed to dampness, the company wanted to build a
storage house near the State Street power house.
When the company tried to build connecting tracks on
State Street, the Superintendent was arrested for tearing up the pavement on Montague Street. The company
went to court, but must have lost the case. Tracks were
not installed on Hicks Street.
The line was electrified on September 25, 1909 and
extended via Fulton Street to Fulton Ferry on October
25, 1909. The west end of the line was cut back to
Hicks Street in 1912 due to the closing of the Wall
Street ferry. Effective October 19, 1919 cars operated
only on Montague Street between Court Street and

Electrified

CABLE CAR ROSTER
(A) Ex-open hose cars converted to cable cars in 1895
(B) Car 20 was scrapped in 1905
(C) Railroad roof was removed in 1899. Cars were equipped with
drop sash (converted to semi-convertible) 1910
(D) Eight benches

CAR EQUIPMENT
All cars were equipped with cable grips operated by
wheel control and wheel-operated hand brakes. Closed
cars 1-8 were equipped with a lever-operated emergency brake and standard air brakes with an axle-driven
compressor. Cars were heated by coal stoves.

PARK AVENUE LINE
Construction of this cable line began October 6, 1886
and cable cars started running on March 6, 1887 from
Fulton Ferry via Water Street (Front Street in the opposite direction), Washington Street, Concord Street, Navy
Street, and Park Avenue to Broadway.
The Park Avenue cable was different from the San
Francisco and most other cable lines, which use a grip
that clamps to the moving cable. The Park Avenue Line
used two ¾-inch cold wire ropes with a cotton core
spaced one inch apart, and connected every six inches
by steel bands. Instead of a grip, a wheel with twelve
spokes was let down until the spokes were turned by
the steel bands. To start the car, the brake was tightened until the wheel stopped. When the brake was
loosened, the wheel turned and the car stopped. This
system was unsatisfactory and was discontinued in less
than six months. Horse cars replaced the cable cars in
August, 1887.
A newspaper published a brief history of this installation. The Atlantic Avenue Railroad Company, operator of
(Continued on page 3)
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by the Broadway Company, which held the franchise. In
1892, the case was still in court. We were unable to find
out how it was settled.
Edward B. Watson’s history of this line was published
in the June, 1981 Bulletin.

Brooklyn’s Cable Cars
(Continued from page 2)

the Park Avenue horse car line, leased its franchise to
Johnson and Dupont of Cleveland. The lessee installed
the Johnson cable system, which was a failure. The
lessee stopped paying and complained to the Atlantic
Avenue Railroad Company, the predecessor to Nassau
Electric and Brooklyn & Queens Transit. Brooklyn City
took the lease, then abandoned it, after which Atlantic
Avenue operated horse cars to protect the franchise,
which was idle for eleven months. Atlantic Avenue sued
Johnson and Dupont, who explained they expected to
extend the line on Central Avenue, but were prevented

BROOKLYN BRIDGE CABLE RAILWAY
Operating between Park Row and Sands Street, this
extremely busy rapid transit line transported more than
44 million passengers in 1895. Four-car trains ran on a
1½-minute headway in the rush hour.
A detailed history was published in several 1983 Bulletins and pictures of the cars appeared in the May,
2008 issue.

Open cable car 16C with reversible benches.
Bernard Linder collection

Closed cable car 7C.
Bernard Linder collection

Open cable car 17C with back-to-back benches.
Bernard Linder collection

Front view of closed cable car 7C.
Note the horizontal wheels on the
front platform. One wheel controls
the cable grip. The other sets the
hand brake.
Bernard Linder collection

Open cable car 15C.
Bernard Linder collection

(Continued on page 4)
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Brooklyn’s Cable Cars
(Continued from page 3)

Interior of closed cable car 7C. Note the coal
stove in the foreground.
Bernard Linder collection

The brochure describing the Zephyr states that eddy
current electric braking, which operates without the application of brake shoes to the wheels, increases the
smoothness of operation of the car and decreases
noise. The report authorizing scrapping the cars explained that the eddy brake coils were energized from
the third rail and that the 600-volt eddy brake control
regulator was difficult to maintain. To correct this malfunction, eddy brake coils in cars that were built later
were energized from batteries.
Checking Car Maintenance’s December 30, 1943 roster, we find that Pullman Multis 7014-7028 were
equipped with General Electric eddy current brakes and
St. Louis cars 7004-7013 were equipped with Westinghouse dynamic brakes.
We do not have much information about these brakes,
but we have several questions:
● How did this brake function?
● Were the Multis’ eddy current brakes energized
from batteries?
● Were the Pullmans’ eddy current brakes compatible with the St. Louis’ dynamic brakes?
If anyone has the answer, please let us know.

Canarsie Line Extended 80 Years Ago
(Continued from page 1)

ond, they were the fastest cars in the system. They
were lighter than the wooden cars. A 2-section Multi
train, 358 feet long, weighed 180,300 pounds while a
six-car Type C train 271 feet long weighed 197,000
pounds. Therefore, the company was able to operate
rush hour Multis from 14th Street via the old Fulton
Street El structure to Lefferts Avenue.

CAR DATA
EDDY CURRENT BRAKES
TYPE OF CAR

LENGTH

WEIGHT
(POUNDS)

WEIGHT/
LINEAR FOOT

Type B

67’

95,000

1,418

Type C (motor)

46’4”

77,000

1,662

Type C (trailer)

42’10”

43,000

1,004

Gate Motor—1300series

48’11”

79,000

1,615

Gate Trailer—200series

48’3½”

39,000

808

Multi (1 section)

179’

180,300

1,008

Zephyr

168’6”

159,250

945

Bluebird (1 section)

80’4”

75,550

940

Type D (1 section)

137’3”

213,650

155

(Continued on page 5)
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Canarsie Line Extended 80 Years Ago
(Continued from page 4)

Canarsie Line train of B-Types, looking east at Eastern Parkway,
May, 1969.
Larry Linder photograph

B-Type interior.
Bernard Linder collection

Canarsie Line train of Multis at Rockaway Parkway.
Bernard Linder collection

Multi interior.
Bernard Linder collection

Bluebird car 8003 in East New York Yard, November 26, 1954.
Bernard Linder photograph

Interior of Bluebird 8003, November 26, 1954.
Bernard Linder photograph
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Commuter and Transit Notes

No. 236
by Randy Glucksman

and Hudson, or at least you didn’t while the M-1s were
still going strong.
Kawasaki and Metro-North constructed a mock-up of
the interior of an M-8 inside a steel shell. On weekdays,
from 7-10:30 AM and 3-7 PM, between June 5 and June
10, passengers were invited to stop by Track 25 and fill
out comment cards. Unfortunately, I could only go over
to visit the car during hours that it was not open; however, digital images were posted on the Internet. A flyer
was produced which described the mock-up as being
27’ long by 11½‘ high and 9½’ deep, weighing 16,825
lbs. The interior is red, beige and yellow.
The same thunderstorms that affected New Jersey
(please see NJ Transit below) damaged the catenary on
the New Canaan Branch, which did not operate on June
11.
MTA METRO-NORTH RAILROAD (W EST)
About 240 drivers, mechanics, and ticket agents who
work for Coach USA/Shortline went on strike on May
23. This affected nearly 5,000 commuters, including
about 1,000 from Rockland County, who were forced to
seek other transit options. Metro-North added one train
from Harriman and cars to other trains, while NJ Transit
operated two additional trains from Suffern to Hoboken.
Coach USA also operates other services in the northern
suburbs that were not affected. They include the
TZXpress, Transport of Rockland (TOR), and Orange
Westchester Link (OWL) from Middletown to White
Plains. A special shuttle service was set up beginning
Tuesday, May 27 to Metro-North’s Harriman station from
Chester, Monroe, and the Central Valley Park & Ride.
Replacement drivers and buses were brought in by the
company to service the Orange County routes on June
2. The next day, it was announced that the members of
TWU Local #225 had accepted Shortline’s last offer and
service was resumed as of 3 AM June 4.
It was not a coincidence, but as of June 2, cars were
added to 3 AM and 3 PM peak Port Jervis Line trains in
order to provide additional seating to meet a 5% growth
in ridership in just the first three months of 2008. Daily
ridership now exceeds 5,800. Trains #46 (5:05 AM Port
Jervis) and #61 (6:27 PM Hoboken) went from 5 to 6
cars, while Trains #48 (5:37 AM Port Jervis), #52 (6:07
AM Port Jervis), #53 (4:47 PM Hoboken), and #57 (5:40
PM Hoboken) went from 6 to 7 cars.
Seven-car trains on the Hoboken Division are unusual
these days, but they were more numerous in the 1980s
and 1990s. In fact there were two on the Pascack Valley
Line, but then there were fewer trains (seven) inbound,
whereas today there are ten just for the AM pre-peak
and peak hours. Port Jervis Line Trains #52/59 also had

METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY
Falling revenues have caused MTA to announce that
fares may have to be increased again next year. Executive Director Elliot G. Sander reported that the agency is
facing a projected $500-$700 million deficit, and without
additional sources of funding, the riders could wind up
paying more. Fares went up on all MTA-operated facilities this past March 1.
MTA METRO-NORTH RAILROAD (EAST)
When the April 6 timetables were issued, Waterbury
Branch riders got an earlier train. Train #1923 departs
from Waterbury at 5:57 AM, connecting at Bridgeport
with Train #1527 (6:40 AM New Haven). Commuters
now arrive in Grand Central Terminal 59 minutes earlier
than under the previous schedules. I could not find a
timetable in my collection that showed a train operating
in this time slot. There is still no one-seat ride to Grand
Central Terminal; however, for a short time, between
January 20, 1992 and April 2, 1993, there was one
through train in each direction.
A special 2008, 25th Anniversary edition of On Track
was published, which included a summary of significant
events for each year along with graphs detailing safety,
on-time performance, ridership, trains operated, and
cost per passenger. There were also articles about
safety (the road to zero injuries), a review of 2007, and
the railroad’s vision for the year 2013. This month,
Metro-North, with the Port Authority, expects to inaugurate direct daily service from the Beacon station
(Hudson Line) to Stewart Airport. 2008 will also see
planning work being done for the operation of New Haven Line trains to New York Giants games at Secaucus
via New York Penn Station beginning with the 2009 season. Feeder bus lines in Ulster County will be added
this year as well as a bus service from Connecticut to
the Southeast station (formerly Brewster North) on the
Harlem Line.
Metro-North’s fourth president will be Howard Permut,
who was one of the original Metro-North employees
when the railroad began operations on January 1, 1983.
Mr. Permut was Metro-North’s first Director of Planning,
and over the next 25 years, he advanced to his current
title, Vice President of Planning, Development, and Procurement. He replaces Peter A. Cannito, who will retire
on July 15.
Member Bill Zucker has added two pairs of M-1s to
the list of 30 that have been retained. With the addition
of 8236-7 and 8336-7, which he observed on June 7,
there are just four unaccounted for. Bill also saw a New
Haven Line train with a number of mismates in the consist: 8404/8833 and 9002/9053/9025. According to Bill,
you don't often see mismates like this on the Harlem

(Continued on page 7)
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road’s service to Pittsfield, Massachusetts.
MTA LONG ISLAND RAIL ROAD
In order to reduce the sound of train horns, mufflers
have been installed on 12 M-7s as a test. It will take
about $2.7 million and two years to install them on the
entire M-7 fleet. Horn noise has been a problem, primarily on these cars. Effective April 17, LIRR changed
its policy that required engineers to sound horns when
passing through stations without stopping during morning and evening rush hours. There is an exception – if a
person is on or near the tracks. Newsday reported that
six days later, LIRR applied for a waiver that will allow it
to lower its horns from 96 to 92 decibels.
On June 3, after a crack in a structural support beam
at the Hicksville garage was found, the facility was
closed. The impact is that 1,400 commuters have to find
another place to park their cars. Oyster Bay town officials offered the Broadway Mall's southwest lot as an
alternative. Shuttle service to and from the train station
is being offered from 5-9 AM and 4-8 PM, weekdays
only. It was not known how long the garage would remain closed.
LIRR published its annual Belmont Stakes Train Service timetable for June 7, which was the 140th running
of this event. Only Belmont Park tickets were honored
on these trains, and other types of tickets such as the
City Ticket, 10-trip, Weekly, or even Monthly tickets
were not valid. Trains departed from Jamaica beginning
at 10:18 AM, and ending at 4:36 PM. The train numbering scheme eastbound was BS2 (even numbers)
through BS36. During the earlier hours, there were between 3 and 4 departures each hour. Return service
departed at 3:59 PM, 4:41 PM, 5:17 PM, 5:47 PM, and
then from 6:30 PM until 9 PM, approximately every 15
minutes and were designated BS1, BS3, BS5, etc. Although it was thought that for the first time in 31 years
there would be a “Triple Crown” winner, this did not occur as the favored horse, Big Brown, came in last. For
the Summer Meet at Belmont, a timetable was issued
for the period June 18-July 20.
General Order No. 101 went into effect at 12:01 AM
June 16. New timetables were issued for the Queens
Interlocking Project, details of which were published in
the June Bulletin. A specially designed Queens Interlocking logo appears on the covers of the Port Jefferson, Ronkonkoma, Oyster Bay, Hempstead, Babylon,
Montauk Branch, and City Terminal timetables. Inside

Commuter and Transit Notes
(Continued from page 6)

seven cars during that time period.
CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
One month and five days after issuing its last timetable, CDOT issued a new Shore Line East timetable as
of May 12. This was done to add a new evening train,
#1682, (10:05 PM New Haven), which makes all stops
to Old Saybrook with a 10:50 PM arrival. Also, with the
addition of Amtrak train #178, which departs from New
Haven at 9:08 PM, passengers who have SLE multi-ride
(and presumably also monthly) tickets for Old Saybrook
or New London now have almost hourly service beginning at 1 PM.
When BL-20GH 127 arrived at Croton-Harmon on
May 19, it became the third of eleven units to be delivered from Brookville Locomotive. 126 arrived about
three weeks earlier. These switcher/shuttle locomotives
are in New Haven colors. On June 5, 126 was displayed on Track 28 at Grand Central Terminal.
Member David A. Cohen sent an article from The New
Haven Register that highlighted the shortage of parking
spaces at Old Saybrook. The 175-space lot, which is
owned by Amtrak, was built in 2005, and is reported to
be packed every day. CDOT plans to add 90 parking
spots on the north side of the tracks; however, work
would not begin until late 2009. Some other stations,
including Branford, are nearly at capacity.
Public scoping hearings for the Draft/Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) were held on June 17,
18, and 19 in New Milford, Wilton, and Ridgefield by
CDOT, the Federal Transportation Administration, the
South Western Regional Planning Agency, and the
Housatonic Valley Council of Elected Officials. The purpose was to get feedback on upgrades for the Danbury
Branch. This is Phase II of the Danbury Branch Commuter Rail Corridor. Phase I began in March, 2003 and
was completed in 2006. Phase II began last November
and includes further refinement of selected improvement alternatives, performance of a detailed EIS, and
selection of a preferred alternative or alternatives, of
which there are five, A-E, and they are:
A. No Build
B. Transportation System Management including service improvements e.g. new outbound service and express service
C. South Norwalk to Danbury improvements including
electrification, addition of passing sidings, and minor
track realignment
D. Extension of diesel passenger service from Danbury to New Milford (14 miles) with new stations and
minor track realignment
E. Partial electrification from South Norwalk to the vicinity of the Merritt 7 station with feeder bus/rail service
to complement the new service
The Danbury Branch was part of the New Haven Rail-

the letter “Q” there is a position light signal showing an
“Approach” indication. All the covers have a 40th Anni(Continued on page 8)
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Weekday work (9 AM-3 PM) is scheduled to begin on
July 7. A new timetable was issued. Passengers will ride
Lakeland buses between the aforementioned stations.
A strong line of thunderstorms passed through the
metropolitan area on June 10-11 and did significant
damage to portions of the area. Bergen, Passaic, Essex, and Hudson Counties were particularly hard hit,
with thousands losing electric power for several days.
NJ Transit reported that around 9:30 PM, due to damaged catenary and signal lines, service was suspended
on the Montclair-Boonton Line, and it was not resumed
until early the following afternoon. There were also delays on the Morris & Essex Lines. All told, 113 trains
were delayed or canceled.
At the June 11 NJ Transit Board meeting, information
was presented about off-peak service cuts that have
been proposed to take effect on August 3. Quite naturally, transit advocate groups such as NJ-ARP and the
Lackawanna Coalition spoke strongly against this plan.
Under consideration are the following:
● Consolidation of some off-peak and midday North
Jersey Coast Line trains. However, shuttle train
service between Bay Head and Long Branch
would be available
● Consolidation of "a pair of trains" on each Morris
and Essex Branch in the off-peak hours
● A switch to bi-hourly service on the Raritan Valley
Line on Sunday morning, with parallel service on
the No. 113 bus route from Dunellen offered as an
alternative
The Asbury Park Press reported that NJ Transit Executive Director Richard A. Sarles defended the
changes that are being made, which would shift equipment and resources to where the demand is. He said
the changes will provide 8,000 more seats, in conjunction with more new, multi-level rail cars entering service,
allowing the redeployment of single-level cars. The transit advocates blamed the transit agency for creating the
conditions for those declines by targeting off-peak riders
with a 25% fare increase in 2005 and also for eliminating half of the weekend trains to and from Hoboken
without notice in 2006.
At the same Board meeting, construction of a new
station on the Bergen County Line was approved. The
new station, called Wesmont, will be built on the site of
the Curtis Wright Industrial Plant (Wood-Ridge), which
is at MP 10.5. Wesmont (not Westmont) will be sandwiched between Rutherford (MP 8.4) and Garfield (MP
11.5). Costs will be shared by NJ Transit and WoodRidge Development LLC, of Lakewood. The plan is to
transform this former industrial site into a transit-friendly,
mixed-use neighborhood. Construction is to begin next
year, with completion in 2011.
Member Tom McAnaney wrote about summertime
riding on the North Jersey Coast Line. “For many years,
one of my most enjoyable summer escapes from Man-

Commuter and Transit Notes
(Continued from page 7)

versary Logo for MTA. A brochure was published which
details the service changes that are to take place between June 16 and September 1.
NJ TRANSIT
The morning commutes for May 19, May 28, and May
30 were difficult for commuters on the Northeast Corridor Line. On each of these days there were significant
delays due to either a disabled train or damaged overhead wires. In the May 28 incident, Train #3806 (3:48
AM Trenton/New York Penn) suffered pantograph damage between Elizabeth and Newark and blocked Tracks
1 and A. At its worst, there were delays of 45-90 minutes for Northeast Corridor, North Jersey Coast, and
Raritan Valley Line trains. PATH honored NJ Transit
tickets at Newark. Morris & Essex Lines trains that do
not normally stop at Secaucus did so, but I went to Hoboken and rode PATH.
On May 30, a disabled train in one of the North River
Tunnels resulted in a single-track operation. Again, I
was fortunate, as this occurred just as the train that I
was aboard had left Secaucus. We were held west of
Bergen Interlocking, with the total delay being less than
10 minutes. However, a co-worker, who was on a train
10 minutes behind me, was delayed nearly one hour.
That evening, due to a “trespasser fatality,” eastbound
Northeast Corridor trains were delayed for up to 60 minutes between Trenton and New York Penn and westbound trains between Metro Park and Trenton.
In March, the 100th multi-level car was received from
Bombardier. During the first week of March, the first
train of multi-levels was put into service on the Morris &
Essex Lines.
At its May 14 meeting, the Board awarded a $1.4 million contract to DMR Construction Services Incorporated, to restore the original exterior condition of the
Rutherford station, which is listed on the State and National Registers of Historic Places. This Bergen County
Line station was constructed in 1898. Work is to begin
this summer.
Beginning on June 1, passengers were able to give
their suggestions directly to NJ Transit management via
an online suggestion box and a link on the home page
for a one-month pilot project. Executive Director Richard A. Sarles said that several months ago, a customer
suggested diverting New York-bound buses off of the
NJ Turnpike to Secaucus Junction or Newark Penn Station when there is severe congestion at the Lincoln Tunnel. This provides bus customers with rail options instead of sitting in traffic. It has been implemented twice
since February and could be expanded where appropriate to other bus services.
On weekends and holidays, between June 14 and
continuing through the fall, work is being done on the
power supply system between Gladstone and Summit.

(Continued on page 9)
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Port Authority of New York & New Jersey, and a Citizen's Representative appointed by the Governor. The
entire line is almost 29 miles long, and it could cost
more than $500 million to restore this service. Thanks to
member David Erlitz for sending this report from
1010WINS.com.
Member Bob Kingman reported the following multilevel car sightings. May 21: 7565, 7566, 7567, and
7568. May 31: 7569, 7570, 7021, and 7571. June 5:
7256, 7501 (double checked, because it was nice and
clean), 7255, and 7022.
PORT AUTHORITY TRANS-HUDSON CORPORATION
For the second time in a little over a month, on June
10, the uptown line was shut down due to a fire. The
last time was on April 30 (June Bulletin). This latest
incident began just after 9:30 AM, and the suspension
of service was later attributed to damaged power cables
between the Christopher Street and 9th Street stations.
About an hour later, a signal problem caused suspension of service between Hoboken and World Trade Center, but that was cleared up in an hour. For the duration
of the day, passengers were advised to use the lines
running out of World Trade Center. Special service was
operated between Journal Square and Hoboken. NJ
Transit was honoring passes at New York Penn and
Newark Penn Stations, and at the Port Authority Bus
Terminal. A Channel 4 reporter told of very long lines.
En route to Secaucus, the Trainman who was checking
tickets in my car attempted to collect a fare from a displaced PATH rider. She informed him that she received
a message on her Blackberry that PATH cards were
being honored, and offered to show it to him. He backed
off. Normal service was resumed at 5:44 AM Wednesday.
Riding PATH is not something that I normally do, but
recently I came across several PA-1/3s that still retain
their community plaques, a program which began on
December 13, 1972 and ended on September 23, 1983.
These include: 645 – Boro of Pompton Lakes, 746 –
Township of Maplewood, 751 – Boro of Oradell, and
753 – Town of Irvington. PA-4 838 has a red LED side
sign.
During June, a four-car set of PA-5s was delivered to
the Harrison Maintenance Facility. The “A” cars will be
numbered in the 5600-series, while the mid-train “C”
cars will carry 5100-series numbers.
AMTRAK
Over the weekend of May 17-18, Amtrak added a new
feature to its website. There is now a link on the bottom
of the homepage called “Historical On-Time Performance.” All train routes and services are shown, and by
selecting any of the trains or routes, you will see what
percentage of the delays is attributable to the host railroad. Delays are broken down into categories such as:
Track and Signals, Train Interference, Operations,
Equipment, and Non-Railroad. As an example, for Key-
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hattan was a ride on the superexpress to or from Bay
Head that catered to beach bums. Being a prime candidate for skin cancer, I never hang out on the beach, but
I DO get my kicks from fast, superexpress suburban
trains, and this was a great ride. There were two roundtrips: a through diesel train to/from Newark, and an MU
train to/from Manhattan (change at Long Branch). I
used to catch the inbound Newark train, which left at
5:35 PM, if I recall, and hit all stops to Asbury Park, then
just Long Branch, and directly to Newark. A ‘cowboy’
could really fly along, especially as the track got better
and better year after year. And if we were really lucky, at
Rahway Jct. we would come up onto the Northeast Corridor in the middle and stay on the ‘Metroliner track’ instead of switching all the way from the middle over to
the side (which they sometimes did, believe it or not). I
remember when they began running into Hoboken. For
the first few years very few people stayed on at Newark,
but by about two or three years ago there were serious crowds going all the way. It seemed that word had
gotten out. A few years ago they moved the inbound
back to later in the evening, which made it
less attractive to me: I took the outbound AM train instead. And last year I think they did away with the
through run altogether, just when Hoboken patronage
seemed to be building. The MU train was still an express, but the mid-route change definitely made it a little
less attractive. And now, the expresses are gone! That’s
sad. I had been hoping that they would EXPAND the
service, starting earlier in the Spring and ending later in
the Fall, and maybe even having more than one or two
round trips a day. I don’t know if anybody has complained, but I’ll bet there are more than a few disappointed riders.”
The Lackawanna Cut-off Project may receive additional funding now that the North Jersey Transportation
Planning Authority has included an alternative 7-mile
section of this former Conrail, ex-Delaware, Lackawanna & Western line that would connect Scranton and
Hoboken. The approved alternative also includes a rail
station in Andover. NJTPA has long endorsed the full
Lackawanna Cut-off rail project in its long-range Regional Transportation Plan. The Board voted to include
the specific initial segment in the plan to make it eligible
for further federal funding. In case you were wondering
what the make-up of NJTPA is, here is the answer. The
NJTPA Board consists of one local elected official from
each of the 13 counties in the region (Bergen, Essex,
Hudson, Hunterdon, Middlesex, Monmouth, Morris,
Ocean, Passaic, Somerset, Sussex, Union, and Warren), and the cities of Newark and Jersey City. The
Board also includes a Governor's Representative, the
Commissioner of the New Jersey Department of Transportation, the Executive Directors of NJ Transit and the

(Continued on page 10)
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stone trains, April’s on-time performance was 90.3%,
and all delays were charged to Amtrak. In New York
State, Empire trains for the same month had an on-time
performance of 75.9% with delays charged to Track and
Signals (46.7%), Train Interference (41%), and Passenger (4.1%). CSX was responsible for the majority of the
delays in each of the categories, with Metro-North and
Amtrak following. To put things in perspective, CSX
owns most of the trackage over which these trains operate.
In the April Bulletin it was reported that the Northeast
Corridor would be shut down between Boston and New
York between June 14 and June 18. On June 11, the
news came that normal service would operate Saturday
and Sunday, with substitute trains and buses provided
between June 16 and June 19. However, on June 13,
the project was postponed due to complications encountered in the dismantling and removal of the bridge's
counterweight. Finally, on June 19, new dates of June
24-27 were announced.
MUSEUMS
Member Frank Pfuhler sent this updated report to
what appeared in the June Bulletin. The Canadian
Tourist Board chartered the Shore Line Trolley Museum’s Toronto Peter Witt 2998 for display in Boston's
Copley Square for three days starting Wednesday, May
28 through Friday, May 30. 2898 left Branford Tuesday,
May 27 after being loaded in East Haven at the Sprague Station. It returned to Branford on Monday, June 2.
The museum was negotiating with MBTA to run 2998 on
the Mattapan High-Speed Line on Saturday, May 31,
with a possible charter on Sunday, June 1; however,
due to motor issues, this did not happen.
Three former NJT passenger cars that are now owned
by the United Railways Historical Society were in Hoboken during June. 331, 333, and 334 were just west of
the terminal. The latter two wore headboard lettering for
the Compagnie Internationale des Wagon Lits et des
Grands Express Europeens. I have no further information on why these cars were where they were.
MISCELLANEOUS
The American Public Transportation Association reported that transit ridership is at its highest level in 50
years. But it is not clear that the nation’s transit systems
are able to handle the load. While many major cities
have invested heavily in mass transit over the past 15
years, many more have not. Now that people are demanding service, there is not the infrastructure to provide it. I heard a radio report that this November there
will be many transit referenda on ballots across the
country.
MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND
All three New York metropolitan commuter rail lines
operated additional service beginning Friday, May 23.
10

Holiday schedules were in effect on all lines on Memorial Day.
LIRR
“Getaway Service” in the form of extra trains was provided on these lines: Port Washington (1), Port Jefferson (4), Far Rockaway (1), Babylon (3), and Montauk
(3)
METRO-NORTH - EAST OF HUDSON
Metro-North operated 4 earlier trains on the Hudson
and Harlem Lines and 8 on the New Haven Line. Later
in the afternoon, a number of trains were cancelled or
combined.
METRO-NORTH – W EST OF HUDSON
On Friday, May 23, an extra “early” Train #99 departed
Hoboken at 2:43 PM, and connected in Secaucus with
an extra “early” train departing Penn Station New York
at 2:35 PM. Train #99 operated as an express to Suffern, and then made all stops to Port Jervis. To accommodate this train, Train #59 (6:08 PM Hoboken/Port
Jervis) did not operate.
NJ TRANSIT
Early getaway trains were operated on the Morris &
Essex, Northeast Corridor, North Jersey Coast, and
Port Jervis Lines. On Memorial Day, a weekend/major
holiday schedule was in effect on all lines, which meant
every line except for the Montclair-Boonton, although
the Holiday Service notice did not specify this.
OTHER TRANSIT SYSTEMS
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS
In the first three months of this year, ridership on the
Red, Blue, and Orange Lines increased 9.5%. If this
trend continues, the previous record of 354.1 million,
which was set in 2001, could be beaten.
At 1:30 AM May 19, Breda LRV 3879 burst into flames
after derailing while operating on Route B/
Commonwealth Avenue, near Chestnut Hill Avenue.
About 30 passengers were aboard the car, which was
outbound, when 3879 hit a utility pole. There were no
injuries. It was the downed overhead power lines that
caused the fire, which resulted in significant damage to
the two-car train. Service was resumed later that morning.
On May 28 at about 5:55 PM, two Riverside-bound
LRVs were involved in a collision in Newton in which
one of the Train Operators, a 24-year old female, was
killed. It took several hours to remove her body from the
damaged car. There were six passengers with serious
injuries, while five passengers were treated at the scene
for cuts and bruises. Others walked away, only to seek
treatment later. Member Todd Glickman reported that
from the TV helicopter report, 3703 was one of the cars.
There were about 200 passengers aboard the two twocar trains. One passenger who was aboard the first car
in the first trolley told The Boston Globe, “We were
stopped, and all of a sudden we got hit from behind.
There was no warning, nothing. There were two sepa(Continued on page 11)
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rate impacts: The first knocked me off my seat; the next
knocked me across the aisle." Investigators from the
National Transportation Safety Board were on the
scene. The New York Times, crediting AP, reported
that some passengers had seen the Operator of the
second trolley using a cell phone moments before the
collision. Investigators checked this claim, which was
later determined to be unfounded. MBTA regulations
prohibit cell phone use while operating cars.
In the following days, there were several reports. First,
an NTSB member told The Boston Globe, "We don't
see any evidence the brakes were applied before the
collision." MBTA officials reported that their investigation
showed that the second car was traveling at 37-38 mph,
which was in excess of the maximum 10 mph that was
required due to the trolley car ahead. The Operator also
failed to stop at a red signal for one minute prior to restarting the car at the restricted speed. On June 2, to
honor the memory of deceased Train Operator Terrese
Edwards, all MBTA vehicles displayed her name and
badge number – 69129.
There has been a rash of incidents involving Green
Line trolleys, besides the aforementioned. In February,
one passenger was injured when another B Line trolley
collided with a truck on Commonwealth Avenue near
Cummington Street, and last December, a trolley
crashed into another at the Boylston station, leaving
nine people with minor injuries.
In the May Bulletin, I reported that MBTA had initiated
an anti-fare evasion program in an effort to gain some
much needed revenue, which is estimated at $11-19
million annually. It turned out that fewer tickets are actually being written. The Boston Globe obtained data
under a Freedom of Information Law request, which
showed that MBTA Police Officers, who had routinely
issued more than 100 citations for fare evasion a
month, had not issued a single ticket in May and wrote
only seven in April. “T” General Manager Daniel A. Grabauskas asked the Acting MBTA Police Chief, Paul
MacMillan, to investigate. According to the Transit Police Union’s President, Robert Marino, many officers
believe that they should be focusing more on perpetrators of violent crimes, not scofflaws. It should be noted
that there is an ongoing contract dispute between the
police union and MBTA. GM Grabauskas said, "You
don't get to pick and choose what laws you enforce, you
enforce them all." Many years ago, New York City Transit Police officials were able to prove that many fare
evaders were also those who committed crimes on the
subway, and deterring these individuals from entering
the system, also reduced crime levels. When you think
about it, why would someone whose intent is committing a crime also pay a fare?
The Cambridge Chronicle reported that an inspec11

tion at the end of May found that ties were found to be
deteriorating on the Longfellow Bridge, and so MBTA
imposed a slow order. While workers have already
started to replace the tracks and ties in the area between the entrance to the Red Line's Cambridge-side
tunnel entrance and the First Street gate, a total shutdown was planned for the weekends of June 14-15 and
June 21-22. There was replacement bus service during
this time. Todd Glickman wrote that this is a bad place
for a slow speed zone.
A bridge that was constructed three years ago for the
recently opened Greenbush Line must be replaced because it does not meet state and federal environmental
requirements. The reason cited was that in the case of
a big storm, it could push flood levels up another inch in
the area, according to a Project Manager for MBTA. The
replacement bridge is in the $5.2 million range.
Also approved at its June 5 meeting was a three-year
contract extension with the Massachusetts Bay Railroad
Company, operator of the commuter rail system. The
Board voted in December to negotiate a contract extension, despite passenger complaints about widespread
delays. MBCR will receive $738 million over three
years, an average increase of more than $50 million a
year compared with the original five-year contract. The
new contract also increases penalties for late trains and
adds bonuses for each day that more than 98 percent
of trains arrive no more than five minutes late. However,
those penalties and incentives are capped at $1.9 million per year.
The South Side bike car is 258, joining North Side
bike car 219. Each has 42 seats and space for 40 bikes.
Since 219 is used as a ski car during the winter, Todd
wondered if there's demand to move 258 north. Thanks
to Todd for these reports.
Also thanks to member Gregory Campolo for sending
a new MBTA map. This time, it was sponsored by PSG
(Professional Staffing Group).
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA
SEPTA issued new timetables for the R2/Wilmington/
Newark, R7/Trenton, and R8/Chestnut Hill West Lines
effective May 11. Saturdays, with the extension of Train
#4217 to Wilmington and Train #4618 from Wilmington,
a four-hour gap has been eliminated. There is now service every two hours between 8 AM and 8 PM. Due to
the Amtrak tie-replacement project, some R7 trains
were re-timed for their NJ Transit connection at Trenton.
On the R8, adjustments were made due to “K” Interlocking construction.
Here is a report from member David W. Safford.
“SEPTA giveth and taketh away. 17 of 38 new trackless
trolleys are on site, intended for use on North Philadelphia routes 59, 66, and 75. The bad news? They were
purchased only under extreme pressure from Uncle
Sam, who had financed new service facilities and overhead wire prior to a decision to discontinue electric ser(Continued on page 12)
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vice. Thus the Board refused to buy 23 more needed to
restore the South Philadelphia routes. Trolley buses
cost $1 million each vs. $560,000 for the new hybrid
diesels that SEPTA favors. Of course they last 50%
longer, but replacement is the problem of another Board
down the line. And they cost $2.54 per mile to operate,
vs. $2.60 for the hybrids. But, argues the Board, they
expect the cost of electricity to go up, unlike, one presumes, diesel fuel. Regardless of arithmetic or logic,
and the screams from the clean air people, the Board
has made up its collective mind, which is too bad. The
new trolleys have on-board diesel generators to allow
them to maneuver around obstructions and temporary
street closures, greatly increasing flexibility.” (Member
Joe Canfield also contributed to this report.)
“So the South Philadelphia routes are consigned to
the same limbo as the Route 23 light rail, which remains
intact, and is even being rebuilt as part of a street reconstruction project, but has seen no street cars for the
past 16 years. This may not last - the Board decisions
preceded the current skyrocketing diesel costs, and the
new city administration has scheduled a meeting to
place some heat on SEPTA. We shall see, but don't
hold your breath.”
From member Lee Winson, the following three reports: On Monday, June 16, 2008, the renovated Millbourne station on the Market-Frankford Line was reopened. Located between 63rd Street and the 69th Street
Terminal, it is now ADA-compliant, having two fully operational elevators (one on each platform), a steel pedestrian overpass, and a modern platform canopy. The
old station, built of wood and of a plain, rustic design,
was closed in April, 2007 and demolished. Millbourne,
Pennsylvania, (population 943, 0.1 square miles) is
probably the smallest municipality to host a rapid transit
station. The town is between the City of Philadelphia
and the much larger Upper Darby Township. The Market-Frankford Line operates on the surface in that area.
SEPTA offered a special pass for the U.S. Olympic
Gymnastics Trials, which were held between June 19
and June 22, for unlimited travel on all SEPTA bus, trolley, and subway and Regional Rail route R1 to/from
Philadelphia International Airport. This special 4-day
transit pass also provided unlimited travel privileges on
Regional Rail trains, both Saturday and Sunday. It appears that unlike other special promotional passes, this
weekend offering included trips on the R7 to Trenton.
Members of the Philadelphia Fraternal Order of Transit Police went on strike at 3:15 PM June 13 over a pay
dispute. These officers, who patrol the Broad Street
Subway and Market-Frankford Line, want the same pay
as the Philadelphia Police Department, whose starting
salary is about $39,000 a year. The starting salary for a
SEPTA police officer is $30,752 a year. The strike was
12

short, as a tentative agreement was reached, and officers begin returning to their jobs beginning at 7 AM Saturday, June 14.
Finally, there is a report from member Bob Wright,
who wrote, “new schedules went into effect for City
Transit and Suburban Transit lines on June 15. Nothing
of major consequence is happening schedule-wise on
the rail transit lines as a result, although the Route 11
trolley will be shuttling between Juniper Street and 49th/
Woodland to facilitate rail work on Woodland Avenue
from 60th Street to 68th Street. Shuttle buses will serve
the western portion of the line and connect with trolleys
at 49th Street. For some reason the press release indicates that the transfer will happen at 40th Street Portal
but the schedule says otherwise. The Market Street El
work continues. 63rd Street, the last of the stations in the
original configuration, was closed on June 13 for reconstruction.
“You are correct that SEPTA has not yet purchased
any cars from NJ Transit, but the rumor persists that a
purchase or lease is in the works. The push-pull sets
that I've seen are running with either 6 or 7 cars in the
consist, and I've noticed an oddball in one set that has
two cab cars on the end of the train, usually 2402 and
2406. This is something that I don't think I've ever seen
and I'm wondering what the impact on other trains is
and whether one or more of the coaches is out of service for some reason which is prompting this. The MU
fleet continues to be taxed and there are slow trains,
breakdowns, etc., happening more and more. I was on
a slow train a couple of weeks back with a mixed consist of Silverliner IIs and IVs. In addition to being quite
late, every start was agonizingly slow, followed by a
sudden lurch/jolt as the train went into series. I was also
on a three car Silverliner-II train the Friday before Memorial Day that almost got annulled at East Falls when
the third car (#218) developed some sort of fire that
filled the car with smoke. Those of us aboard were
moved into forward cars, the crew checked things out,
and we got moving again after about a 15-minute delay
(and the train was already 10 minutes behind at that
point). The Silverliner Vs can't come fast enough!”
LANCASTER, PENNSYLVANIA
Frank Pfuhler sent an article from LancasterOnline
which reported that a non-profit group known as the
Lancaster Streetcar Company has purchased former
SEPTA PCC 2739, which had been stored on a lot in
Brooklyn, New York for several years. 2739 was delivered to the Philadelphia Transportation Company by the
St. Louis Car Company in March, 1947, and was transferred to SEPTA in 1968. Lancaster Streetcar had to
compete against salvage dealers when it bought the
streetcar for $1,500 at auction in December. Plans call
for shipping it to Warren, Pennsylvania, where it will be
restored at a cost between $300,000 and $400,000. In
order to operate the proposed 2.6-mile loop (Amtrak
(Continued on page 13)
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Station–Southern Market Center–Lancaster County
Convention Center) three cars would be required. No
mention was made of where these additional cars
would be acquired. Applications have been made for
federal and state funding to cover the costs of the project.
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND
On April 9, Wabtec Corporation was awarded a $95
million order from MTA Maryland to deliver 26 remanufactured MPXpress 3,600 hp diesel locomotives for
MARC service. Deliveries are to take place beginning
the end of this year and continuing into 2009.
WASHINGTON, D.C. AREA
This spring, there was a lot of wild weather, which
generated numerous tornadoes and affected many
parts of our country. On June 4, in Virginia, there was a
severe storm with strong winds. Virginia Railway Express, which had earlier in the day sent out e-alerts,
reported that at that time, its midday trains were returning to Washington for rush hour service. Both trains
were affected by downed trees. The Fredericksburg
Line train sustained minor damage to the horn on one of
the cab cars. The Manassas Line train, however, fared
worse when it hit a downed tree north of Clifton. This
train sustained significant mechanical and structural
damage due to the size of the tree. That trainset was
not expected to be back in service for at least one
month. Needless to say, the ride home was not a pleasant one for VRE commuters, but everything was thoroughly explained in an email to VRE’s subscribers.
VRE implemented two fare increases in June. The first
took place on June 10 (for Monthly and TLC) and the
second on Saturday, June 29 (10-Ride, 5-Day, and Single-Ride tickets). The 3% fare increase was to offset the
rise in fuel, insurance, and maintenance costs.
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA
Six months after CATS Lynx Blue Line service began,
ridership was averaging more than 13,000 weekday
trips through April. Prior to opening, CATS projected
that Lynx would average 9,100 passenger weekday
trips in its first year.
SOUTH FLORIDA
Member Joe Gagne sent a flyer from a local newspaper that advocates construction of the proposed Green
Light Rail Line in Broward County. The Green LRT
would serve three counties and use existing Florida
East Coast Line trackage, which is located along the
Dixie Highway (US Route 1) between Jupiter (Palm
Beach County) and the Miami-Dade Governmental
Center (Dade County). To give residents some idea of
what type of car would be used, a Houston Metro LRV
was pictured.
Joe also sent an article from The South Florida SunSentinel reporting that higher gas prices have coaxed
13

drivers onto Tri-Rail trains. For the month of May, another new record was set when 371,798 passengers
were carried. Back then, the price of a gallon of gas
was $4.03 in Broward County and $4.02 in Palm Beach
County. Who knows what a gallon of gas will cost when
you are reading this? During the third week of June, as I
completed this column, the average price for a gallon of
regular unleaded gas was $4.073. Missouri had the lowest average price at $3.839, while in Alaska it was
$4.416.
On Monday, June 2, Tri-Rail set a new one-day ridership record of 16,319.
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA
For the first time since Hurricane Katrina struck the
city on August 5, 2005, the St. Charles Trolley is running
its full length. This event took place early on Sunday
morning, June 22. The final section extended the route
from St. Charles and Carrollton to Carrollton and Claiborne. A grand celebration was planned for June 28.
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
Metra issued new timetables as of May 19 for the following lines: Milwaukee District/West to Elgin, Milwaukee District/North to Fox Lake, SouthWest to Manhattan, and Union Pacific/North to Kenosha. The Fox Lake
and Kenosha covers carry a banner which reads,
“Expanded Weekend Service.” Thanks to member Jim
Beeler for sending copies.
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA
Another milestone took place on May 23, when local
officials and other Northstar supporters broke ground for
the commuter rail station in Anoka. Meanwhile, most of
the exterior construction of the vehicle maintenance
facility in Big Lake is complete. The first locomotives are
expected to be delivered this fall, and the passenger
cars have been ordered. Service is set to begin in November, 2009.
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO
RailRunner officials held a ground breaking ceremony
on May 23 for the Isleta Pueblo rail station, which is located between Bernalillo and Los Lunas. Construction
was to start in June and is expected to be completed by
late fall. RailRunner currently carries an average 2,500
commuters a day between Belen and Bernalillo.
Member Pete Donner visited Albuquerque and rode
RailRunner. He was kind enough to send back some
handouts, including one on Phase II, which will extend
service north to Santa Fe by the end of this year. Pete
wrote: “Stations are not equipped with ticket agents or
TVMs, rather tickets are available either on-line or from
an ‘Agent’ assigned to each train (separate from the
Conductor ,who operates the doors). The Ticket Agent
is equipped with a handheld device which issues a receipt for each transaction which displays the date, time,
origin, destination, and fare paid. The receipt is equivalent in size to the receipt issued by a self service gasoline pump. The cost is $4 for a one-day pass, and tick(Continued on page 14)
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ets are honored on the Albuquerque bus system (ABQ
Ride).”
New Mexico DOT owns the right-of-way (up to the
Colorado border) and the rolling stock. Herzog Corporation operates the trains. Three trainsets are currently
used, which consist of a bi-level cab car, a bi-level
coach, and an MP-36CH locomotive. When service is
extended to Santa Fe, the trainsets will be lengthened.
The door closing chime is “BEEP-BEEP.” Between May
24 and August 30, RailRunner is operating a Saturday
service of five trains in each direction, with a special flat
fare of $2 that gives unlimited riding all day.
Member Mark Kavanagh wrote that he travels to
Phoenix quite regularly for business, and the hotel that
he stays at is 1.5 blocks north of the 44th/Washington
(Airport) station of the future light rail line. He wrote: “As
such I see regular progress along the line, and I thought
I’d give you an update. Track and wire is in place from
the end of the line in Mesa at Sycamore to downtown
Phoenix. Most of the stations are nearing completion
between downtown Phoenix and Tempe/Mesa. Along
Central Avenue in Phoenix and to the north a lot of work
is left to be done. Rail is mostly done, wire work is just
starting. Stations are far from complete. But most of the
roadwork on Central, Camelback, and 19th Avenue is
complete. Final assembly of the LRVs continues at the
LRV maintenance facility near 48th Street. The facility is
visible from the air when planes are landing to the west
at Sky Harbor. It is also in view from the road when taking the westbound AZ-202 exit to the Airport, or the
ramp from AZ-143 north to the Airport. Most LRV testing
is being done on the main line between 48th Street and
Priest along Washington Street. Wire is now energized
all the way out to end of line in Mesa. I do not know
where live wire ends to the west, but a guess is 44th
Street. Last week they wanted to do clearance checks
from Tempe Stadium to end of line in Mesa. However,
they had an equipment failure. It was a camera
mounted on the roof to watch the wires against pantograph, so it was scrubbed until they can fix it which was
to be later in the week. I attended a community forum
for transit proposals from Tempe south towards Chandler.
“Several corridors and modes were identified, including Light Rail, Streetcar, BRT, and Commuter Rail. It
looks like the preferred is BRT, LRT, or Streetcar on
busy Rural Road. BRT would extend from downtown/
ASU into the west Chandler area, LRT or Streetcar
would only extend just south of US-60.
“The Commuter Rail option is using a UP industrial
spur that connects with the UP mainline in Tempe south
to AZ-202/Kyrene. Apparently ADOT and Maricopa Association of Governments (MAG) are studying Commuter Rail from Peoria in the NW through Phoenix to
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Tempe, then out to Chandler with possible extension to
Tucson. This study is due out sometime this year. Metro
plans to use this study for their transit plans. There was
another community forum that I missed last week on
extending the current light rail line further east into
downtown Mesa. From news reports a lot of businesses
are upset and feel construction will kill an already dying
downtown area. Meanwhile to counter that, businesses
along Central Avenue in Phoenix are now rebounding
that the roadwork is done on the current light rail line
and construction of private developments along the 20mile mainline is booming. There will be short-term pain
for long term gain!”
Metro has published a glossy brochure giving some
details on the Valley Metro Light Rail:
● Number of stations: 28
● Length: 20 miles
● Time terminal to terminal: 57 minutes
● 3-car train capacity: 575 passengers
● Headways: 10 minutes during the day, 20 minutes
at night
● Operating hours: ~4:30 AM to ~12:30 AM
● Fares: Same as local bus fare, currently $1.25 per
ride. Day pass: $2.50
● Opening day: December, 2008 (right after Christmas, any time between December 26 and 28)
PORTLAND, OREGON
Tri-Met reported new ridership records were set during
April on its MAX LRT and buses, when there were two
million weekday trips for the first time. Compared to
April, 2007, there were 69,000 more trips, and 5,400
additional daily trips were taken on transit during the
morning 7-9 AM peak period. This adds up to an 11.6%
increase over April, 2007.
Mark Kavanagh reported that Tri-Met was to begin
testing its Westside Express Service DMUs at speeds
of up to 60 mph during June. He also heard a rumor
that service will not start until sometime in October,
which is about one month later than had been previously announced. There is still a lot of station work that
is required along the line. Four Colorado Rail DMUs
have been ordered. Mark sent along a pair of digital
images that show one of the cars, which has been numbered 1001.
Member John Pappas forwarded several digital images of this car, which was displayed at Denver Union
Station on June 12, prior to being moved to Portland.
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA
At the end of May, during a routine car inspection, a
hairline crack was found in the bolster of a truck on one
of Caltrain’s gallery cars. After this discovery, the entire
fleet was checked and 14 cars were found to have a
similar condition, which prompted the affected cars to
be removed from service. Pending repairs, trains that
were composed of five cars, were reduced to four. Once
repairs have been made, the cars are being returned to
(Continued on page 16)
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NEW YORK CITY SUBWAY CAR UPDATE
by George Chiasson
Subdivision “A” Events
R-142A unit 7711-7715 was restored to 4 service on
or about May 28 following significant anticlimber and
link bar repairs at 207th Street Shop.
R-143/R-160 News and Observations
R-160A-1s 8541-60 were delivered by May 31, 2008,
joined by 8561-76 through June 13. During the month of
May, R-160A-1s 8489-8512 were accepted for passenger service. Of these, 8489-96 were stationed at Coney
Island and are expected to be used as a CBTC test
train, while the remainder (8497-8512) could be found
on L and M. Through June 13, cars 8513-28 had also
entered service at East New York with a number of others in the pipeline to follow. Since approximately May
12 the R-160A-1s have been covering all but a couple
of rush hour runs on M, and have also reestablished a
solid presence on L. By June 3 the new Conductors’
CCTV was activated at three locations on the Jamaica
Line (Cypress Hills, Woodhaven Boulevard, and 111th
Street), but was still needed at the Fulton and Essex
Street stations to enable R-160A-1 equipment to be assigned to J. In addition, several segments of track on
the Fulton Street portion of J (Alabama Avenue to
Crescent Street) were being replaced.
As of June 13, Option R-160B cars 8983-9002 and
9013-22 had been delivered. Contrary to last month’s
Update, Option R-160Bs 8973-9102 have Siemens
equipment (and are trainlining with the 8843-8972
group), while 9103-9232 will have the Alstom Onix propulsion package. Through June 13, Primary R-160Bs
8958-8972 and Option R-160Bs 8973-8977 were
placed in service at Coney Island. All were used on N,
but the very first train of them operated on the weekdayonly W on May 22. This became a regular occurrence
starting on May 28 as up to five R-160Bs were assigned
full-time, especially on runs based out of the small layover facility beneath the City Hall station. As more of
this equipment is placed in service it is widely anticipated that they will also be assigned to Q, but it is also
expected that some R-68/68As will remain on all three
Broadway lines (NQW) indefinitely.
As of June 13, deliveries totaled 264 R-160A-1s, 10
R-160A-2s and 300 R-160Bs for a combined quantity of
574. Of these, 208 R-160A-1s were in service at East
New York (L, M, rarely on J/Z), while 10 R-160A-2s
and 265 R-160Bs were in service at Coney Island
(NW).
On May 19, a mixed R-160B consisting of Alstoms
8828-32 and Siemens’ 8933-37 was introduced in N
service, and operated as such for the rest of that week.
Following the Memorial Day holiday this train resurfaced at Pitkin Yard, where it continued to undergo engi15

neering tests through June 13. Damaged R-143 A-car
8277 has departed NYCT property, having been sent to
Kawasaki Rail Car’s main fabrication plant at Lincoln,
Nebraska for partial reconstruction. Its three mates
(8278/8279/8280) remain in storage at 207th Street
Shop in the meantime, while the balance of this fleet
continues to be cycled through Coney Island for longterm SMS work. This explains in part why so many R160A-1s continue to be needed to fill the very busy operational schedule of L.
60-Foot SMEE News
Morrison-Knudsen-overhauled R-42s 4596-4605 were
forwarded from East New York to Pitkin on May 19,
followed by 4606-15 on June 2, plus 4616-23 and
4626/7 on June 12. As a reminder, Morrison-Knudsenoverhauled R-42s 4624/5 were victimized by the bumping block at Chambers Street in November, 2007. Correspondingly, Phase I R-32s 3460/1, 3464/5, 3476/7,
3484/5, and 3488/9 were shifted from Pitkin (AC) to
Jamaica (EFR) on May 19 and 3492/3, 3504/5,
3510/1, 3520/3891, and 3548/3593 on June 2. Additional Phase II R-32s have been retired from service at
Jamaica as a result.
On weekdays from May 20-28, one train of Slant R40s was operated on W: N-4319/8-4358/9-4284/54376/7-4370/1-S. It made its last trips just as the first R160Bs to be assigned to W were making theirs. There
was one train of R-40Ms running on N on June 3, then
New York Division Chairman Bill Erland observed two
trains of Slant R-40s back on the W on June 9. The
retirement of Slant R-40s was again delayed through
mid-June by a minor asbestos issue related to the sealant used on their fiberglass end bonnets as part of the
GOH process at Sumitomo. This requires some action
on the part of NYCT to mitigate before their targeted
disposition can be resumed, and the entire fleet of 144
Slants has remained active on B through June 13.
60-Foot SMEE Retirements and Restorations
The following were taken out of service, or restored to
operation through June 13:
May, 2008: R-32 (Phase II) 3456/7, 3588/9, 3602/3,
3632/3, 3674/5, 3702/3, 3788/9, 3906/7, 3920/1, 3944/5
withdrawn from Jamaica (EFR); Slant R-40 4424/5
withdrawn from Coney Island (B).
The 75-Footers (R-44, R-46, R-68, R-68A)
Bill Zucker noted that a few daily trains of R-68s have
again been regularly appearing on Q since about June
5. In addition, there have been more than a few R-46
trains sighted on E starting around May 21, especially
in rush hours. While this is not a totally unexpected phenomenon, it has definitely taken place with greater regu(Continued on page 16)
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Around New York’s Transit System
Sale of Transit Memorabilia
A newspaper article reveals that NYC Transit’s Asset
Recovery Unit has been selling parts from scrapped
subway cars for several years. Revenue from this
source was $75,000 in 2003, but declined to $19,000
last year. Officials were surprised when they were able
to sell $200,000 worth of Redbird car parts. In NYC
Transit’s former headquarters at 370 Jay Street in
Brooklyn, there are 200 Redbird grab handles, 120 air
pressure gauges, and several train and station signs.
Items listed below are quite expensive:
● Horns—$75
● Red subway entrance globes—$200
● Side route and destination roll sign—$350
● Grab handle—$20
● SIRT destination sign from St. George Terminal —
$1,000
Collectors believe that there is a demand for transit
memorabilia, especially older items that will sell for
thousands of dollars on eBay. Railfans usually buy bus
fareboxes, tokens, or other items from the Transit Museum or from scrap dealers.
A picture of member John Urbanski holding a front
destination sign from an R-27/30 also appears in this

article. His collection includes a controller handle from a
Bluebird, a kerosene lantern hung on Lo-Vs and Hi-Vs,
and 100 items of transit history.
Unreliable Escalators and Elevators
To make stations handicap accessible, NYC Transit
spent nearly $1 billion installing more than 200 new elevators and escalators. It expects to spend almost as
much for additional machines in the next decade.
A newspaper article informs us that the results are
disappointing. One out of six elevators and escalators in
stations was out of service for more than a month last
year. Two-thirds of the subway elevators broke down at
least once last year. The stations with the highest number of passengers trapped were 181st Street and 168th
Street on 1.
In 1990, there were only 48 elevators in the subway
system. At the present time, there are 167 elevators in
62 stations, with about two dozen under construction. To
comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act, NYC
Transit expects to make 100 key stations fully accessible by 2020.
Recently, performance improved after mechanics began replacing key parts before they failed. This is similar
to the subway cars’ Scheduled Maintenance System.

Commuter and Transit Notes

cars, which were split between parent Pennsylvania
Railroad (30) and H&M (20). Ten cars were doubleended, with the remainder being married pairs. These
were the first order of air-conditioned rapid transit cars
in the New York metropolitan area. Eventually, all cars
were conveyed to PATH, and after being removed from
passenger service in 1989, some were assigned to
work trains, which are still in use today. Several cars
were reefed off the New Jersey coast, their trucks being
shipped to Philadelphia for use under Market-Frankford
“Almond Joy” cars that were temporarily assigned to the
Norristown Line to ease an equipment shortage.
News items and comments concerning this column may be
emailed to NYDnewseditor@aol.com.

(Continued from page 14)

service. Caltrain notified riders that there could be minor
delays to service.
FROM THE HISTORY FILES
65 Years ago: On July 14, 1943, Central Station
opened in Montreal to serve Canadian National Railway
trains and to replace four separate terminals. The station, commonly referred to as Gare Centrale, is served
by AMT commuter trains, VIA, and Amtrak’s Adirondack.
50 Years ago: On July 10, 1958, the Hudson & Manhattan placed its first train of what were referred to as
the “K” cars into service. St. Louis Car Company built 50
New York City Subway Car Update
(Continued from page 15)

larity than was previously the case.
Reefing Renewed
After another rest period, Barge #5 was loaded at
207th Street for the Chesapeake coast of Virginia and
was awaiting departure on June 13. Again there are 44
cars aboard, consisting entirely of retired Coney Island
R-42s: 4844, 4845, 4846, 4847, 4848, 4849, 4850,
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4851, 4852, 4853, 4854, 4855, 4856, 4857, 4858, 4859,
4860, 4861, 4862, 4863, 4864, 4865, 4866, 4867, 4868,
4869, 4870, 4871, 4872, 4873, 4874, 4875, 4880, 4881,
4884, 4885, 4914, 4915, 4916, 4917, 4924, 4925, 4942,
and 4943. Specifically they are bound for artificial reefs
called Blackfish Bank (off Chincoteague), Parramore
(off Wachapreague), and the Tower Reefs surrounding
the Chesapeake Light Tower. There they will join a number of reefed Subdivision “A” Redbirds that were placed
back in 2002-3.
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90 YEARS OF THROUGH SERVICE ON LEXINGTON
AVENUE AND SEVENTH AVENUE
Through service on the new Lexington Avenue Subway and the Seventh Avenue Subway began on the evening of August 1, 1918.
It was the opening of the “H” system, which
provided additional train service for thousands of passengers daily by new and direct
routes. It was the greatest increase of rapid
transit facilities since the first subway was
opened in 1904.
Because the actual opening date was not
known until less than 48 hours in advance,
the celebration was arranged at the last moment.
At 8:43 PM, just before the beginning of
dual operation, a silver-clad spike was driven
into the ties of the southbound local track
south of the Grand Central station at the
junction of the old and new subways. Alternate blows were struck by the Chief Engineers of the Public Service Commission and
the IRT Company.
At Grand Central, Mayor John F. Hylan,
escorted by IRT Vice President Frank Hedley, marched from the special train standing
on the local track to a temporary switch signal at the south end of the platform. At exactly 8:45 PM, the Mayor pressed a telegraph key, marking the official opening of the
new lines.
The Mayor, IRT and Public Service Commission officials, and invited guests boarded
a special train at the new Grand Central station. With the Mayor in the Motorman’s cab,
Mr. Hedley gave the signal and the train proceeded through the Lexington Avenue Subway, the South Ferry Loop, and the Seventh
Avenue Subway to Times Square. There the
party left the train and marched behind the

Interborough Band to the Hotel Astor.
While the ceremonies were in progress,
workmen were making major track changes
at Grand Central and Times Square for the
new “H” system, nicknamed because the layout of the IRT lines in midtown Manhattan
resembled the letter “H.” Track changes were
made without interrupting traffic. North of
Times Square, the two lines crossed at
grade, making it difficult to make track
changes without delaying trains. At 8:10 PM,
express trains were routed to the local tracks,
the “H” system was in operation at 8:45 PM,
and shuttles were running between Times
Square and Grand Central at 10 PM. At
about midnight, all trains were routed to the
express tracks. The trackmen continued
working during the midnight hours until work
was completed shortly before daylight.
Between 1915 and August 1, 1918, IRT
added 31 miles of new lines, 97 miles of single track, and 71 new stations. The cost to
the city for construction and the company for
equipment was over $100 million. The Contracts 3 and 4 IRT and BMT lines cost approximately $232 million while the first subway cost only $76 million.

IRT REACHED 242ND STREET AND
BROADWAY 100 YEARS AGO

Trains started running to 242nd Street and
Broadway 100 years ago, August 1, 1908,
more than eight years after ground was broken for the first subway on March 24, 1900.
Trains started running to 221st Street on
March 12, 1906, but the line could not be
extended until the new Broadway Bridge was

NEXT TRIP — CONEY ISLAND 1SHOP TOUR, SEPTEMBER 13

(Continued on page 6)
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THE 8000-SERIES BROOKLYN TROLLEY CARS
by Bernard Linder
down into a specially designed pocket which formed a
partition in the doorway. Before specifying the type of
seat, the company asked the passengers what type of
seat they preferred. When 97 percent of the passengers
desired a wood slat seat without any bars in the center,
the company complied.
The new steel cars were 44 feet long and 8 feet 3
inches wide. Because the cars were exposed to the
salty air from the ocean, the outside steel sheets were
composed of 0.25 percent of copper bearing steel that
would prevent corrosion.
With the exception of both dashes, the cars were
painted red, the standard Brooklyn color. The dashes
were painted peacock blue and a striking spider web
effect of red and yellow radiated from the headlight in
the center.
Four 35-horsepower motors, one of which was
mounted on each axle, provided adequate power for the
heaviest loads, adverse weather, and the steepest
grades. Cars could accelerate at two miles per hour per
second. By using 26-inch wheels and a slight ramp in
the car, the floor levels were kept extremely low.
Brooklyn City’s officials and engineers tried to eliminate the objectionable features of the older cars. The
company believed that the new cars were the best ever
operated on the streets of New York.
Most of the following data was listed in the Edward B.
Watson/Arthur J. Lonto collection:

Brooklyn trolley fans will always remember the 8000series cars. There were more than 500 cars that ran on
nearly every trolley line.
The January, 1924 Transit Record, published by the
Transit Commission, featured an article describing the
8000-series cars. On November 1, 1923, one of the
new cars and a horse car used in 1868 were exhibited
on a siding at Borough Hall. The horse car cost $650
while the new steel car cost approximately $15,500. On
Saturday, November 17, 1923, Brooklyn City placed the
first of the two hundred cars in service on the Court
Street Line.
The cars were double-end, two-man, front entrance,
center exit, pay-as-you-pass cars. Doors were double
passageway type, which allowed two lines of passengers to enter or exit simultaneously. The Conductor was
stationed opposite the exit doors in the center of the car.
Passengers sitting in the front half of the car paid as
they left while passengers who wanted to sit in the rear
of the car paid the Conductor when they passed his
station in the center. This arrangement allowed rapid
loading. By providing a front entrance, the Motorman
could stop his car near the passengers who were waiting.
Doors, which were hinged at the center and folded
inside the cars, were operated by pneumatic engines.
The front entrance doors were controlled by the Motorman operating the brake valve. The center doors were
controlled by the Conductor from a pedestal in the center of the car. The doors could not be opened before the
car stopped, and the car could not be started until all
doors were closed.
The most important safety device was the dead man’s
handle in the controller, which the Motorman had to
hold down to obtain power. If he released the controller,
the brakes set in emergency and the air pressure in the
door engines became equalized, allowing the doors to
be opened manually.
A new type of automatic electric farebox, which accepted nickels and dimes, provided instantaneous registration of fares. The fare was instantly recorded on a
new type of fare register. Each coin passed into a visible compartment where the Conductor could observe
the coins, after which the money was returned to him.
Cross and longitudinal seats accommodated 50 passengers. There was a longitudinal seat on each side of
the car between the front and center doors. Five reversible cross seats were on the opposite side. There
were also a longitudinal seat in each corner of the car
body, and a folding seat at end and center doors. The
folding seats were collapsible and hinged in the middle.
The two halves could be folded together by raising each
end until they met, after which the seat could be slipped

CAR NUMBERS

BUILDER

YEAR

8000-8099

J.G. Brill Car Company

1923

8100-8199

St. Louis Car Company

1923

8200-8299

St. Louis Car Company

1925

8300-8449

J.G. Brill Car Company

1925

8450-8534

Osgood-Bradley Car Company

1925

During the Depression, all cars were converted to
one-man at the following locations and dates:
CAR NUMBERS

LOCATION

DATE

8000-8069

Fresh Pond Shop

1929

8070-8139

Fresh Pond Shop

1930

8140

Fresh Pond Shop

November
30, 1929

8141-8169

Fresh Pond Shop

1930

8170-8399

Coney Island Terminal Shop

1930

8400-8499

Coney Island Terminal Shop

1930-1

(Continued on page 3)
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which terminated at a crossover at Park Circle. We
asked the Motorman how the car could be turned there.
He informed us that he changed ends at Park Circle
and operated light to Bartel Pritchard Square from the
controller that was not removed. After operating around
the loop, he returned light to Park Circle and changed
ends again.

The 8000-Series Brooklyn Trolley Cars
(Continued from page 2)
CAR NUMBERS

LOCATION

DATE

8500-8533

Fresh Pond Shop

1930

8534

Fresh Pond Shop (first car)

August,
1929

DATES SCRAPPED
Car Numbers

The following were converted to “speed cars” with
higher acceleration and maximum speed:
CAR NUMBERS

DATE

8100-8116

1933

8117-8120

1934

1949

1950

1951

1955

Number of Cars

8100-8109 were placed
in service on the
Nostrand Shuttle on
November 19, 1933

8000-8099

100

8100-8199

35

8200-8299

64
100

8300-8399

2

24

73

8121-8139

1938

8140-8157

1939

8400-8499

1

8186

1939

8500-8534

35

8500-8533

1930

8534

August, 1929

8111 was transferred to Branford January 9, 1953
8361 was transferred to the Trolley Museum of New York at Staten
Island April 19, 1955

80

19

After May 27, 1951, the PCCs were able to provide
non-rush hour service on the three remaining trolley
lines. But the following 8400s were retained for McDonald Avenue rush hour service between the Ninth Avenue
Depot and the crossover at Avenue I:
8430, 8453, 8454, 8456, 8457, 8459, 8460, 8461,
8467, 8470, 8471, 8472, 8474, 8475, 8476, 8477, 8478,
8479, and 8495.
This short-line service was discontinued when the IND
was extended to Coney Island on October 30, 1954,
after which the 8400s were scrapped.

Turnstiles were installed in the 8500s, which were operated as single-end cars. The rear controller was not
removed.
During World War II, Navy Yard riding increased rapidly and there was a shortage of PCCs for McDonaldVanderbilt service. The 8500-series speed cars provided part of the rush hour service. We do not know
whether they were able to maintain the same running
times as the PCCs.
When McDonald-Vanderbilt riding declined in 1945,
several 8500s appeared on the Franklin Avenue Line,

Trolley cars sit in Coney Island Yard prior to scrapping.
Bernard Linder collection
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NEW YORK CITY SUBWAY CAR UPDATE
by George Chiasson
Summer is sizzling and then some as this is written,
and by all accounts the equipment situation on New
York’s subway system is just about to ripen as it advances to the next stage on Subdivision “B”’s R-160
changeover. Perhaps no more symptomatic of where
things have been, and where they are headed was the
sight of R-40M/R-42 mismate 4460/4665 on a B at
145th Street the evening of July 15, loading up with fans
headed to the All-Star Game at Yankee Stadium. As The
House That Ruth Built closes out its long and illustrious
career, so too was 4665 making a farewell appearance
in service to Yankee patrons (and on this particular night
ALL fans of the game). So often had this car journeyed
to the Bronx while assigned to D between the late
1970s and late 1980s (pre-GOH), later to return when
service was restored over both sides of the Manhattan
Bridge in 2004. As it routinely made its rounds, the sight
of 4665 recalled the latter day spirit of baseball’s most
storied franchise (from Munson to Mattingly to Melky),
and there was no better place for it to be, and nothing
more appropriate for it to be doing on this auspicious
occasion.

Answered: The R-142A Propulsion Question
Since early 2008, there has been a lingering question
as to the type of propulsion equipment associated with
NYCT’s various New Technology trains. Based on information received several years ago, these car types
were grouped according to their respective traction supplier, much as the older equipment had been broken
down into the once-traditional “Westinghouse” and
“General Electric” classifications. In the contemporary
world, neither of these banner companies supply propulsion systems to the industry, but instead their progeny live on, largely to serve the overseas light rail and
rapid transit markets which have fostered the most recent developments in the traction field. MTA New York
City Transit’s fleet of R-142, R-142A, R-143, and R-160
cars have taken advantage of these advances in traction technology to incorporate propulsion systems available on the market that are best capable of withstanding
the day-to-day grind of subway operations. Through
recent first-hand research, it was determined that the
correct propulsion groupings for NYCT’s New Technology Trains are:

CAR NUMBERS

CAR CLASS

CONTRACT PORTION

BUILDER

YEAR

PROPULSION

7211-7610

R-142A

6301-6980

R-142

Primary

Kawasaki

2000-2002

ADTranz

Primary

Bombardier

2000-2003

Alstom Onix

7611-7730

R-142A

Option

Kawasaki

2002

Bombardier

6981-7180

R-142

Option I

Bombardier

2002-2003

Alstom Onix

1101-1130

R-142

Option I

Bombardier

2003

Alstom Onix

1131-1250

R-142

Option II

Bombardier

2003

Alstom Onix

8101-8312

R-143

Primary

Kawasaki

2001-03

Bombardier

7731-7810

R-142S

Supplement

Kawasaki

2004-2005

Bombardier

8313-8652

R-160A-1

Primary

Alstom

2006-08

Alstom Onix

8653-8712

R-160A-2

Primary

Alstom

2005-08

Alstom Onix

8713-8842

R-160B

Primary

Kawasaki

2005-07

Alstom Onix

8843-8972

R-160B

Primary

Kawasaki

2006-08

Siemens

8973-9102

R-160B

Option I

Kawasaki

2008

Alstom Onix

9103-9232

R-160B

Option I

Kawasaki

2008-09

Siemens

and 1946 (all from 3) have been observed, coupled to
one of NYCT’s EP--series R-127/R-134 work motors.
On July 7, World’s Fair R-33 9317 was observed to be
functioning in a Signal Dolly train with R-134 EP017.
This countermands an earlier directive that the R-33
single units and EP motors not be electrically joined.
Corona-based R-62A single unit 2059 has been fitted
with a pilot set of external speakers, which may be universally applied.
Sister 7 R-62A single unit 2079 spent much of May
and June “dressed up” as an R-142 for filming of the
latest version of “The Taking of Pelham 1-2-3.” During

Note that when the R-142A contract was originally
issued in 1997, ADTranz (European affiliate of Westinghouse) had replaced AEG as a developer/supplier of
traction equipment, such as had been used on the R110A prototype. In 2001, ADTranz was acquired by
Bombardier Transportation and renamed accordingly
before continuing on to provide traction equipment for
the latter R-142A Primary and all Option cars, the R143s, and finally the Supplementary R-142As, otherwise known at the time as the R-142S.
Subdivision “A” Events
As of June 20, the use of air-conditioned R-62A cars
on refuse trains was resumed. To date cars 1912, 1935,

(Continued on page 5)
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bestos issue surrounding the R-40s and the continued
influx of Option R-160Bs at Coney Island brought about
a renewed withdrawal of this group starting in early July,
as a large number of Slants were placed in storage. In
addition, this time, a few pairs of R-40Ms were temporarily sidelined to await future transfer elsewhere, most
likely to A, where they will be reunited with the Morrison-Knudsen-overhauled R-42s that were once their
service partners on the routes out of East New York.
60-Foot SMEE Retirements and Restorations
The following were taken out of service, or restored to
operation through July 12, 2008:
June, 2008: R-40 4424/5 was restored to service at
Coney Island (B); R-32 (Phase II) 3536/7, 3556/7,
3608/9, 3790/1, and 3846/7 withdrawn from Jamaica
(EFR)
July, 2008: R-40 4152/3, 4174/5, 4176/7, 4178/9,
4186/7, 4212/3, 4216/7, 4218/9, 4226/7, 4240/1,
4242/3, 4248/9, 4250/1, 4254/5, 4256/7, 4264/5,
4288/9, 4346/7, 4358/9, 4360/1, 4366/7, and 4436/7
withdrawn from Coney Island (B)
The 75-Footers (R-44, R-46, R-68, R-68A)
The introduction of R-160Bs on W in late May and
recent withdrawal of several R-40 trains from service
have combined to yield a marked increase in the number of both R-68 and R-68A consists on B through the
first half of July. An approximate (and observed) distribution shows up to 35 of 41 of the 8-car trains in daily
(weekday) operation—4 on N, 4 on W, 18 on Q, and 9
on B. Comparatively on March 21, 2008 there were
approximate totals of 4 on N, 9 on W, 18 on Q, and 3
on B.
Reefing Renewed
Barge #5 finally departed for the Chesapeake coast of
Virginia on June 20, and was back at 207th Street just
over a week later. Barge #6 took shape after the Independence Day Weekend, and was awaiting transport
from 207th Street to the Atlantic Coast off Myrtle Beach,
South Carolina as of July 12, 2008. Aboard it were the
following 44 cars: Phase II R-32 3456, 3457, 3536,
3537, 3556, 3557, 3588, 3589, 3602, 3603, 3608, 3609,
3632, 3633, 3674, 3675, 3702, 3703, 3748, 3749, 3788,
3789, 3790, 3791, 3846, 3847, 3898, 3899, 3906, 3907,
3920, 3921, 3944, and 3945 (34); R-40 4230, 4231,
4234, and 4235 (4); and Coney Island-overhauled R-42
4878, 4910, 4911, 4926, 4946, and 4947 (6).
Conclusion
In the hours and days since this Update was compiled, other breaking events have brought new milestones of significance within reach, including the first
transfer of R-40 Modifieds out of Coney Island and (at
last) a start of R-160 operation on J and Z. These and
other topics will be examined in greater detail next time,
but in the meanwhile enjoy the “dog days” of 2008 while
they last, for the deep shadows of autumn wait around

New York City Subway Car Update
(Continued from page 4)

movie shoots it was generally pulled/pushed by various
Subdivision “B” equipment.
R-160 News and Observations
R-160A-1s 8577-88 were delivered by June 30, 2008,
joined by 8589-8600 through July 12. During the month
of June, 8529-44 were accepted for passenger service
on L and M. R-160A-1s 8489-96 were finally released,
sans CBTC, on June 30, 2008. This reflects a change in
course for the R-160 contract, as 64 R-160A-1s (4-car
sets) will be added to the end of the order and come
ready-equipped with CBTC. These cars may eventually
be mixed in trains with R-143s on L, but will not be
able to operate in consists with the 340 non-CBTCequipped R-160A-1s currently being delivered. Through
July 12, 2008 cars 8545-56 were also placed in service
at East New York, bringing that segment of the fleet up
to 244 cars. Since July 1, R-160A-1s have been providing all service on M (136 cars maximum) and continue
to hold down about a third of weekday service on L
(some on weekends, too). Another look on July 1 revealed that Conductors’ CCTV was in place and awaiting arrival of the R-160A-1s at Forest Parkway (not Cypress Hills), Woodhaven Boulevard, and 111th Street on
J/Z. Until a new flat screen surveillance monitor was
activated on July 11, a platform Conductor was stationed at Fulton Street northbound when M trains were
running to expedite the loading of R-160A-1s.
As of July 12, 2008, Option R-160B cars 9023-32 had
been delivered, and 8978-97 were placed in service at
Coney Island (NW). Since late June, trains of this
equipment being provided for W have been put in from
both Coney Island and the layup yard beneath the City
Hall station. By the same date, deliveries totaled 288 R160A-1s, 10 R-160A-2s and 310 R-160Bs for a combined quantity of 608. Of these, 244 R-160A-1s were in
service at East New York (L, M, rarely on J/Z), while
10 R-160A-2s and 285 R-160Bs were in service at
Coney Island (NW).
60-Foot SMEE News
Morrison-Knudsen-overhauled R-42s 4628-37 went
from East New York (J/Z, M) to Pitkin (A) on June
30, bumping Phase I R-32s 3518/9, 3550-3, 3618/9,
and 3628/3669 from Pitkin (AC) to Jamaica (EFR).
This in turn resulted in the retirement of another 10
Phase II R-32s, which headed for the reefing program.
When R-160A-1s 8489-96 were released for M service
on June 30, the last R-42 train was assigned to an afternoon put-in for M out of Coney Island Yard (light to Bay
Parkway, where it started its run). The consist was N4645/4-4748/9-4684/4727-4662/3-S, ending (if perhaps
temporarily) the use of R-42s on M after 39 years of
continuous operation. Finally, a rectification of the as-
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5

NEW
2000
NEW YORK
YORK DIVISION
DIVISIONBULLETIN
BULLETIN -OCTOBER,
AUGUST, 2008
OTHER ANNIVERSARIES

90 Years of Through Service

There are three more anniversaries in August:
! Third Avenue elevated trains started running in
1878
! Bronx trolley service was discontinued in 1948
! The 155th Street Shuttle quit in 1958
Because of the lack of space, we were unable to print
the details in this issue. However, these anniversaries
will probably appear on the front pages of the next two
issues.

(Continued from page 1)

in place, after which construction proceeded rapidly.
When the line was extended to 225th Street on January 14, 1907, the temporary 221st Street station was
closed and dismantled. It was reassembled at 230th
Street, where a temporary station, probably an island
platform, was opened on January 27, 1907. This station
was removed after the line was extended to 242nd
Street on August 1, 1908.

March 3, 1917 at 219th Street-White Plains Road. Four-car train
of Composite cars.

February 1, 1917.

All photographs above from Public Service Record, published by the Public Service Commission.

(Continued on page 17)
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BROOKLYN TROLLEY DEPOTS
(PART OF AN OCCASIONAL SERIES)

Fresh Pond elevated inspection shop ca. 1910.
Bernard Linder collection

Fresh Pond elevated inspection shop ca. 1910, looking west.
Bernard Linder collection

Fresh Pond Yard, September 25, 1950.
Bernard Linder photograph

Looking east on Lutheran Line at Fresh Pond Road. Fresh Pond
Inspection Shop (ca. 1904) is on left side of picture. It was converted to a trolley car inspection shop in 1917.
Bernard Linder photograph

Fresh Pond Depot, September 25, 1950. This depot was closed
after the Richmond Hill trolley was replaced by buses on April
26, 1950. The building was razed, and a new bus depot was
built and opened July 27, 1960.
Bernard Linder photograph

Crosstown Depot, Manhattan Avenue and Box Street.
Bernard Linder collection
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No. 237
by Randy Glucksman

reported that similar devices are already in use in many
countries, including Germany, Italy, and Japan.
CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Weekend and holiday service for Shore Line East riders commenced on July 4. Governor M. Jodi Rell made
the announcement on July 2 that SLE is now a yearround service. Last fall, for the first time, there was
weekend service between November 17 and December
30. Apparently this trial was deemed a success, as
more than 3,600 passengers were carried during that
seven-week period. On weekends and holidays there
are eight trips in each direction, on an approximately
two-hour headway. Westbound service to New Haven
departs from Old Saybrook between 7 AM and 9 PM,
while the eastbound service from New Haven starts at 8
AM and ends at 10:05 PM. Three morning eastbound
and four afternoon eastbound trains skip Branford,
Madison, Clinton, and Westbrook. Most trains do stop at
New Haven’s State Street station. The scheduling allows for connection to Metro-North New Haven Line
trains, as does the weekday service. Shore Line East
service began on May 29, 1990 as a strictly weekday
operation. Thanks to member David A. Cohen for sending this information.
CDOT BL-20GH 130 (along with Metro-North 110)
arrived at Croton North Yard on July 11. Units 125-129
were delivered between March 6 and June 25, 2008.
MTA LONG ISLAND RAIL ROAD
Effective June 27, LIRR implemented several changes
to the June 16 timetables. On the Long Beach Branch,
eastbound Train #898 (formerly 11:55 PM) now departs
3 minutes later at 11:58 PM and westbound Train #857
(formerly 2:56 PM) from Long Beach to Penn Station
departs 6 minutes earlier. On the Montauk Branch,
Westbound Train #2777 (formerly 6:39 PM) from Patchogue to Babylon now departs at 6:30 PM. New timetables with a “Revised 6/23/08” date were issued. Also,
these two formerly “peak” hour trains have been reclassified as “off-peak:” Train #2035, 8:33 AM Ronkonkoma/
New York Penn and Train #556, 3:50 PM Jamaica/
Oyster Bay. There were also some track changes at
Huntington and Ronkonkoma.
Here is what might be the final word on the East End
Shuttle from member Larry Kiss, who made numerous
trips on this train. ”The LIRR East End shuttle between
Speonk and Montauk made its last run on Thursday,
June 26, 2008. The Shuttle began on October 23, 2007
to help reduce traffic during parallel Route 39 reconstruction. After the work was completed in the spring,
ridership began to drop off, and following Memorial Day
Weekend, service operated only on Tuesdays, Wednes-

MTA METRO-NORTH RAILROAD (EAST)
Madison Avenue Yard is a location in Grand Central
Terminal that commuters do not get to visit, yet it played
an important role for many years. By the time you read
this its demolition should be well underway as the space
that it is vacating will become part of the East Side Access Project for LIRR. Madison Avenue Yard was used
to store the PM put-ins plus other spare trains. According to On Track, it occupies space running under
Tracks 35 to 42 and west of Track 115 on the lower
level. Most of the trains that had formerly been stored
here have been relocated to Highbridge Yard in the
Bronx. That facility, which also performs car cleaning,
opened on June 2, 2003 and handles " of the trains.
The balance will be stored on Tracks 135, 137, 138,
180, 182, and 185, which are being reconfigured for this
assignment. In a few months, a wall will be constructed
between Tracks 115 and 116, which will mark the new
LIRR concourse that will eventually occupy the space
presently used by Tracks 116 and 117.
Metro-North’s first BL-20GH, 110, arrived at Croton
North Yard on July 11, accompanied by CDOT 130. The
series should run through 114.
Weekend Rail/Bus Service between the Berkshires
and Wassaic is being operated between June 20 and
September 1, 2008. There are some minor time
changes since last year.
Sometime in June, a couple of months after the proposed start-up, the first wireless hand-held ticketing devices were placed into service. This news was published in the newspapers of July 10. Metro-North spent
18 months and $3.6 million to develop the system,
which connects to Verizon’s cellular network. One advantage is that supervisors will be able to send text
messages to train crews. In the near future credit and
debit card approvals will be obtained for passengers
who purchase tickets using such cards. Issuing tickets
with these devices is said to take about 11 seconds.
Visa is charging Metro-North a 1.8% service fee on
each transaction. Here’s something interesting: train
crews who sold tickets are liable for $700 if a full book
of 100 duplex (as the cash fare tickets are known) is
lost. These machines contain the operating manual,
which is also known as the “Book of Rules.” If you
thought that the time-honored ticket punch is about to
be retired, that will not be happening as train crews will
still need them to punch seat checks.
Since it was Metro-North that developed the devices,
it is entitled to license this technology to other transit
operators and perhaps recoup some of the development costs. So far, six have expressed interest, including Amtrak, LIRR, and NJ Transit. The New York Times

(Continued on page 9)
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Comet Ib cabs and trailers (5155-5169 and 5220-5234.)
Six Comet Is are missing; 5102, 5112 and 5122 were
scrapped many years ago, and three of the trailers are
unaccounted for. I have not seen 5708 or 5735 for several years.
The Star-Ledger reported that the NJ Transit will be
leasing 14 of them to AMT in Montreal. Previously I reported that SEPTA is in the process of leasing cars.
(Please see report below.) Now comes news from The
Los Angeles Times and NJ-ARP that the Southern
California Regional Rail Authority (Metrolink) is moving
ahead with plans to lease 10 ex-NJ Transit (1700series) cars that were acquired by the Utah Transit Authority plus ten 5700-series cars from NJ Transit. A
group of staff members traveled to New Jersey on July
11 to select the cars and to finalize the leasing arrangements. The cars will be shipped cross country via rail, to
help alleviate crowding until new cars arrive. Each
agency will pay $15,000 per car, per year. In February,
2006, just before SEPTA awarded its Silverliner V contract to Rotem, this firm received a contract from Metrolink for 87 push/pull cars with a crash energy management system. (An option for an additional 20 cab cars
was exercised at the same time.) In the May 2006 Bulletin I wrote that the first trailer (there are to be 54) was
to be delivered this December and the first cab car next
February. Metrolink is also leasing some Bombardier
cars from Seattle’s Sound Transit, and those cars are to
be returned to Seattle at the end of this year.
This is really big news. Besides approving a $1.7 billion operating budget and a $1.29 billion capital budget,
the Board awarded a significant contract to Bombardier
at its July 9 meeting. Bombardier will construct 26 dualmode locomotives at a cost of $309,921,369. My research finds that this would be the first time that a locomotive was built that could operate on overhead a.c.
electric power as well as diesel. (Please see the separate article that was written by member Raymond Berger on page 16.) The capital budget supports an ongoing effort to modernize the state’s fleet of revenue vehicles, including the purchase of 326 multi-level cars, 110
EMUs, 53 electric and dual-powered locomotives, and
1,365 new buses. Deliveries of the dual-modes are to
take place between 2011 and 2012. These units will be
primarily used to provide one-seat ride via the ARC
(T.H.E.) Tunnel from non-electrified lines.
On July 14, New Jersey’s two Senators, Frank R. Lautenberg and Robert Menendez, were able to appropriate $75 million towards the Access to the Region’s Core
(ARC) project.
Member Bob Kingman reported these multi-level cars
passed through Kenwood Yard: June 23 — 7264, 7572,
7260, 7259, and 7258; July 5 — 7262 (shell #168); July
12 — 7263 and 7266; and July 14 — 7265, 7580, and
7581.
Newark Light Rail replaced its January 12, 2008 time-

Commuter and Transit Notes
(Continued from page 8)

days, and Thursdays. The trains were mainly used by
local government and school employees. Trains were
met by shuttle buses connecting to village business districts. Other sources of riders came from schools and
hospitals. Because funding was secured due to the
need to alleviate traffic during the reconstruction, it is
unlikely the shuttle will be reinstated after the summer
vacation.”
Special timetable Form M-1, entitled Billy Joel – Last
Play at Shea, was issued for July 16 and July 18, to
mark the final performances of this local legendary
singer at this venue. There were two extra trains, #9312
and #9314, which departed New York Penn for Shea
Stadium at 6:56 and 7:19 PM. For westbound riders,
Trains #3361 and #3363 departed from Great Neck at
7:07 and 7:37 PM. Shea Stadium is to be replaced by
Citifield in time for the 2009 baseball season.
To enable unspecified construction to take place,
buses/vans replaced rail service between Great Neck
and Port Washington over the following weekends: July
19-20 and August 2-3 and 16-17. Passengers were advised to allow up to 25 minutes of added travel time for
their train connections at Great Neck.
On July 2, eight months after beginning work at E. 63rd
Street and Second Avenue in Manhattan, the first of two
tunnel boring machines arrived at Grand Central Terminal, a distance that is a little over one mile. At the same
time that MTA made this announcement, it also announced that in mid-July intermittent blasting and mechanical excavation would begin in a cavern underneath Park Avenue between E. 49th and 51st Streets,
which will connect the newly built tunnel with parallel
tunnels that are part of the East Side Access Project.
The tunnels are being built about 120 feet below street
level. From the existing 63rd Street Tunnel’s terminus at
Second Avenue and East 63rd Street, the tunnels curve
south toward Park Avenue, pass below the 60th Street
tunnels of the NRW routes, stay deep below MetroNorth’s as they approach Grand Central Terminal, enter
the new terminal underneath, and extend along Park
Avenue to E. 38th Street. Work on the second tunnel
begins later this summer. Thanks to the New York
Times for this report.
NJ TRANSIT
June 19 was “DumpthePump Day” on many transit
systems, including NJ Transit. A seat drop was distributed listing all of the rail, light rail, and bus stations
where parking was available.
With ongoing deliveries of multi-level cars, NJ Transit
seemingly finds itself with a surplus of cars, 104 to be
exact, and has entered the rail car leasing business.
This “lease fleet” includes 32 Comet I cabs (51005134), 42 Comet I trailers (5707-5751), and 15 each

(Continued on page 10)
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table with a new edition on June 28. There are a great
many time changes.
Funding is also included for other capital projects, including the ARC (T.H.E.) Tunnel and the HBLRT extension to 8th Street. And finally, there is more good news
as there will be no fare increase this fiscal year.
PORT AUTHORITY TRANS-HUDSON CORPORATION
On July 9, homeward commuters who were destined
for Hoboken were forced to seek alternative routes as
service was suspended from both World Trade Center
and 33rd Street due to a derailment. This incident occurred just before 6 PM. Arrangements were made for
NJ Transit to cross-honor PATH tickets. Service was
restored just before 3 AM July 10.
There is an update to a news item that appeared in
the July Bulletin. Member Howard Mann sent news
that the date the first four PA-5s arrived was June 11.
En route from Newark Penn Station to New York Penn
Station during mid-July, as the train passed the Harrison
Maintenance Facility, I saw about a dozen brand new
PA-5s. The train was traveling too fast to get any numbers.
PORT AUTHORITY OF NEW YORK & NEW JERSEY
Effective May 22, the PA got a new Executive Director
when Christopher O. Ward was appointed to the position.
He previously served as Chief of Planning and External
Affairs and, from 1997 to 2002, as Director of Port Redevelopment. Mr. Ward succeeded Anthony E. Shorris, a
Governor Spitzer appointee who had been the Executive
Director since January 25, 2007.
Faced with escalating construction costs, on June 30 PA
announced that the Santiago Calatrava-designed retractable roof on the World Trade Center station will not be
built. This feature would only open on each September 11
at the precise time of the terrorist attacks that destroyed
the World Trade Center, with a sliver of light shining
down into the atrium. Another report indicated that it
would be opened at other times. Its elimination will reduce the cost by an unspecified hundreds of millions of
dollars. Originally planned for completion in 2009, that
date has now slipped to 2013. Executive Director Ward
said that a gap would be retained between the north
and south roof segments on the long axis. He also left
open the possibility that the gap, with glass panels,
might be up to 12 feet-wide and they could be retracted
for 9/11 commemorations, good weather, or to let
smoke escape if needed.
AMTRAK
Based on the success of the Downeaster, the State of
Maine will increase transportation funding, to expand
rail service. NARP News reported that it is hoped that
within two years tracks can be repaired to extend the
Downeasters another 28 miles from Freeport to Brunswick. From there, there would be a connection to the
10

Maine Eastern Railway’s 56-mile Brunswick-WiscassetRockland line. Maine Eastern runs seasonal trains, but
will change to a daily schedule when Amtrak service
arrives in Brunswick.
The New York Times, in an editorial entitled “Give
Amtrak a Fighting Chance” dated July 14, once again
came out in support of Amtrak. Here is that editorial in
its entirety:
“But, as is so often the case in Washington, there was
a catch. To get a big enough vote to override a threatened veto by President Bush, the House leadership
obliged the worst instincts of Republicans. It included a
measure requiring the government to seek proposals
from private companies to construct a high-speed rail
service between New York and Washington.
“Conferees from the two chambers should throw that
privatization provision out as they reconcile the bills.
Amtrak deserves this chance, without dilution, after
years of being shamefully shortchanged. Its current
funding is a woefully inadequate $1.2 billion. The bills
would roughly double that, and sustain it for five years.
That would allow long-term planning, instead of Amtrak’s yearly fight for life.
“Diverting money to a pointless experiment in privatization (the cost of land alone to build a parallel set of
tracks would be prohibitive) is counterproductive. It
would all but ensure that Amtrak remained inefficient
and ill equipped to meet increasing demands for service. Its intercity routes this year may carry as many as
27 million passengers, 2 million more than last year.
“Apart from that misguided addition, the bills are good
over all. The two bills — whose primary sponsors were
Senator Frank Lautenberg of New Jersey and Representative James Oberstar of Minnesota, both Democrats — require more accountability from Amtrak, and the
states. To get states to determine and address local
needs, the bills wisely include incentives, like 80 cents
in federal money to match every 20 a state spends on
rail.
“Where passenger rail works best, as it does in
Europe, it is treated like the critical service it is and is
publicly financed, like the highways.
“Lawmakers can no longer get away with shortchanging passenger rail. Rising gas prices and dependency
on foreign oil are front and center in Americans’ minds,
as are pollutants that contribute to climate change and
respiratory illnesses. Airlines are responding to rising
fuel prices by paring schedules, raising fares and charging for checked baggage. It’s no wonder that May was a
record month for Amtrak.
“Even with a relative windfall, Amtrak will not be able
to deliver a French-style bullet train that can hit speeds
of 200 miles an hour. But the only sensible way to get
there is by starting now, with the critical investment that
Amtrak needs to keep the nation moving.”
(Continued on page 11)
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CONGESTION PRICING
Even though Mayor Bloomberg did not get his Congestion Pricing plan approved by Albany, The New York
Times (July 3) reported that the $4 per gallon gas
prices have had the unintended consequence of reducing the number of vehicles entering the city each day.
Revenues from MTA-operated bridges and tunnels were
down by 4.7% in May. The Port Authority reported a
similar decline. A spokesman for a garage owners’ association said that its members had seen a 10% decrease in customers.
Comparing the April, 2008 weekday ridership with
April, 2007, the following showed gains: PATH (+ 9%);
NYCT Subway (+ 6.5%); LIRR (+5.5%); NJ Transit
(+4.6%); and Metro-North (+4.3%). Former NYC Transportation Commissioner Sam Schwartz believes that $5
per gallon would reduce driving into NYC even further,
and could meet the Congestion Pricing goal of 6.3%.
INDEPENDENCE DAY WEEKEND
All three New York metropolitan commuter rail lines
operated additional service beginning Thursday, July 3.
Holiday schedules were in effect on all lines on Memorial Day.
LIRR: “Getaway Service” in the form of extra trains
was provided on these lines: Port Washington (1), Port
Jefferson (4), Far Rockaway (1), and Babylon (3). Extra
Thursday service is normally operated.
Metro-North - East-of-Hudson: Metro-North operated
4 earlier trains on the Hudson and Harlem Lines and 8
on the New Haven Line. Later in the afternoon, a number of trains were cancelled or combined. On Independence Day, July 4, the following extra trains operated:
! Hudson Line: Train #8846 (4:21 PM Poughkeepsie) stopped at New Hamburg, Beacon, and
Peekskill, and then ran express to Grand Central
Terminal
! New Haven Line: Train #3453 (5:28 PM New Haven) stopped at Milford, Stratford, Bridgeport, Fairfield, Westport, and South Norwalk, before running express to Grand Central Terminal
Following the Macy’s fireworks, there were extra trains
on each line out of Grand Central Terminal.
Hudson Line: Train #7867 departed at 10:50 PM, and
stopped at Harlem-125th Street, and then made all stops
from Croton-Harmon to Poughkeepsie
Harlem Line: Train #4671 (10:54 PM) ran express to
White Plains, and then made local stops to Southeast;
Train #9573 (11:14 PM) stopped at Fordham and then
made local stops from Mount Vernon West to North
White Plains
New Haven Line: Train #3468 (10:57 PM) ran express
to Stamford and then made local stops to New Haven;
Train #6372 (11:10 PM) made local stops from Mount
Vernon East to Stamford
11

Metro-North – West-of-Hudson: On Thursday, July 3,
an extra “early” train, #99, departed Hoboken at 2:43
PM and connected in Secaucus with an extra “early”
train departing Penn Station New York at 2:35 PM. Train
#99 operated express to Suffern, and then made all
stops to Port Jervis. To accommodate this train, Train
#59 (6:08 PM Hoboken/Port Jervis) did not operate.
NJ TRANSIT: Early getaway trains between noon and
5 PM were operated on the Morris & Essex, Northeast
Corridor, North Jersey Coast, Pascack Valley, Raritan
Valley, and Port Jervis Lines. The holiday occurred on
Friday and riders were asked to refer to their specific
timetable for details, although for most lines, it was the
Saturday/Sunday schedule (except for MontclairBoonton, which has no weekend service). There was
one exception, the Atlantic City Line, where one extra
train departed from 30th Street Station at 2:50 AM (Train
#4663) and from Atlantic City at 1:27 AM (Train #4662).
MBTA: A Saturday schedule was in effect on July 4,
and no fares were collected after 10:30 PM. The last
scheduled trains of the day, except for the Newburyport
which departed North Station at 11:15 PM, were all dispatched at 11:45 PM for those who were attending the
fireworks. Thanks to member Todd Glickman for this
report.
OTHER TRANSIT SYSTEMS
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS
A major reconstruction of the Blue Line was announced during ceremonies that were held at the Wood
Island station on June 18. MBTA General Manager
Daniel A. Grabauskas announced that $10 million would
be spent to reconstruct platforms at four stations, Wonderland, Revere Beach, Wood Island, and Beachmont,
and perform a facelift along the entire Blue Line. Workers will replace tactile edging, resurface the platforms,
and rebuild the platform structure while maintenance
crews repaint stations, install new lighting and signage,
and enhance the landscaping. As could be expected,
the nature of this work requires bus service to connect
the temporarily closed stations at headways for 4-6 minutes – rush hours and 6-12 minutes – non-rush hours.
There is a link on the “T”’s web site for the Blue Line
Station closures. These are the planned station closing
dates.
Phase I: Wonderland – June 21 through July 3
Phase II: Wood Island – July 5 through August 1
Phase III: Revere Beach – August 2 through August 15
Phase IV: Beachmont – August 16 through August 29
Effective July 7, a new policy went into effect at North
and South Stations. All passengers boarding trains must
present their pass, 12-ride, or single-ride tickets for inspection to a team of Conductors prior to boarding their
train. Passengers without tickets are being directed to
the ticket office to buy tickets. In their customer notice,
MBCR wrote it is “continually striving toward customer
satisfaction, and in an effort to respond to fare collection
(Continued on page 12)
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concerns received from you, our passengers, we will be
working together with our Conductors and Assistant
Conductors in identifying trains that need more resources. We are launching this campaign to encourage
all customers to purchase tickets prior to boarding trains
at South, North, and Back Bay Stations.”
Talk about embarrassing situations. One took place on
July 9 at the Ashmont station where MBTA officials and
a slew of reporters were gathered to take a ride in Boston’s first air-conditioned PCC, 3230. Unfortunately, according to The Boston Globe, the air-conditioning system, the first to be installed in the Mattapan-Ashmont
PCCs, broke down en route to its debut. Disappointed
MBTA officials said the system had been working since
it was installed at the end of June. It was learned later
that the problem was caused by a failed inverter, which
converts the voltage that powers the car into power for
the air-conditioning unit. This unit was replaced, and
after some additional testing, the ceremony was to be
rescheduled within a week. Thanks to Todd for these
reports.
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA
The SEPTA Board, at its June 26 meeting, approved
the lease of eight cars from NJ Transit to ease overcrowding on its Regional Rail system, attributable to
increased ridership due to high gasoline prices. These
cars will see use on any of seven push/pull trains that
normally operate on the R5/Thorndale/Paoli, R3/West
Trenton, and R7/Trenton Lines. The cars will be leased
for two years at a monthly cost of $10,000, or $1,250
per car. (This updates a news item from the May Bulletin which was retracted in the June Bulletin.) SEPTA is
awaiting deliveries of Silverliner V cars, which are being
built by Rotem USA. However, this firm got a fourmonth extension (April Bulletin) due to difficulties obtaining the steel, so the first cars are not expected to
arrive until late 2009.
The first of two extended Market Street el shutdowns
began on Friday, July 11 at 8 PM and lasted for nine
days until Monday, July 21 at 5 AM. During that time, El
service did not operate between 52nd Street and 69th
Street Terminal. Passengers were advised that many
service alterations occurring over this nine day shutdown were new for 2008. Thanks to member Lee Winson for these reports.
Member David W. Safford sent this editorial from The
Philadelphia Inquirer from July 9, which criticized
SEPTA over the Market-Frankford el restoration. “The
seemingly interminable rebuilding of the Market/
Frankford el is approaching its end like the dying monster it has become - lashing out at its rider in one final
massive spasm. It will be completely closed west of 46th
St. for nine days in July (11th through the 21st) and 16 in
August (8th through the 24th). (No, they are not mathe12

matically challenged - just a bit sneaky: the 11th and 21st
count as one day, being shut down for a part day each,
as do the 8th and 24th.) The end will come none too soon
- it is 69% over budget and two years behind schedule.
This courtesy of the Board that fired Louis Gambaccini,
who brought the massive rebuilding of the Reading's incity lines (Editor’s Note: Railworks) in under budget and
ahead of schedule. It's not what you do - it's who you
stroke that counts in the City of Brotherly Love.”
In connection with the timetable change that was reported last month, on June 16 new timetables were issued for Route 100/Norristown, 101/Media, and 102/
Sharon Hill. The covers of each have historic photos
and banners which read Over 100 Years of Service.
Member Allan Breen, who sent these, wrote that SEPTA
has some of the most collectible schedules in the mass
transit field.
From Cinders: This is a surprise. Typically when transit fares are increased, there is usually a drop-off in ridership. However, SEPTA ridership increased by 4% or
30,000 trips following the 12% average fare hike that
went into effect August 1, 2007. SEPTA attributes this to
the soaring price of gasoline. With the Regional Rail
schedules dated March 23, there is a new named train
operating on the R3 - #6325 Pennypack Limited, departs from West Trenton at 7:27 AM and the afternoon
edition, #6374 leaves 30th Street at 4:42 PM. There is
another named train on this line: the Neshaminy Limited, Train #6321 (6:56 AM West Trenton) and Train
#6378 (5:09 PM 30th Street). Other named trains operate on the R5/Landsale/Doylestown, the North Penn
Limited; R5/Paoli/Thorndale, the Great Valley Flyer; R6/
Norristown, and The Schuylkill Valley Flyer.
LANCASTER, PENNSYLVANIA
You can forget about ever seeing ex-SEPTA PCC
2739 operating in Lancaster. Member Frank Pfuhler,
who sent the initial report that appeared in the July Bulletin, sent a report on July 12 that the car was dismantled where it had resided in a lot on Fourth Avenue and
Union St. in Brooklyn, earlier in the week. The “parts”
were hauled to an undisclosed scrap yard. Details of
2739’s life in Brooklyn can be found at http://
www.brownstoner.com/brownstoner/archives/2008/07/
the_septa_train.php.
PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA
Tunneling though the first of the two new tunnels that
are being constructed for the North Shore Connector
was at the half-way mark during mid-June, according to
an article in The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. A 30-foot
long German boring machine is being used to make
each tunnel 2,240 feet in length. When the machine
reaches the area of Heinz Field, it will be turned around
so that it can bore the second tunnel. That work is expected to be completed this December. Opening Day is
set for 2011. Thanks to member Joe Canfield for this
report.
(Continued on page 13)
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TAMPA, FLORIDA
Plans for commuter rail in Orlando were not approved
in the state legislature this year, but that has not
stopped Tampa area officials from requesting that Amtrak run more service in Florida. The Tampa Tribune
reported that some Amtrak officials had visited Florida
to discuss the running of more trains on its established
routes. However, they were told that Amtrak has no interest in running commuter trains, but its trains “could
link several cities’ commuter and light rail systems.”
Thanks to member Dennis Zaccardi for sending this
report.
SOUTH FLORIDA
With funding in place for another year, one elected
official is calling for a fare increase. If this were to happen, it would be the first since 1995, when the transit
agency went from a flat fee structure to a distancebased fare. In the table of monthly commuter fares,
which was last published in the August, 2005 Bulletin,
Tri-Rail was number 17 of 18 in terms of the lowest
monthly cost of a ticket. Thanks to member Karl Groh
for sending this report from The Palm Beach Post.
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
Member Jim Beeler sent an article from The Chicago
Tribune which reported that many trains are becoming
overcrowded as drivers switch to the rails. In one example, on the BNSF Aurora Line, when Train #1370 departs from Aurora at 8:06 AM, its nine cars are half-full.
Minutes later, after a stop at the Route 59 station, more
than three-quarters of the train is full after leaving Naperville; those who were not lucky enough must stand
all the way to the next and final stop, Union Station
(8:58 AM). In the first four months of this year, Metra
ridership is up about one million riders or 5% when
compared to the comparable period in 2007. When its
latest order of gallery cars was delivered, many older
cars were sold to other transit agencies or in some
cases to museums. Virginia Railway Express started
receiving its first ones in 1998, and has now replaced
many of them with new cars built by Nippon-Sharyo.
Five are now being returned to Metra.
During mid-May, CTA implemented an accelerated
construction program to realign the tracks at the Belmont and Fullerton Brown Line stations, and will return
the southbound track to service by the end of 2008, six
months earlier than previously announced. Southbound
Brown, Red, and Purple Express trains have been limited to one southbound track at Belmont and Fullerton
since March 30 while the platforms are being rebuilt and
tracks reconfigured to allow room for the installation of
elevators at both stations. In order to maintain capacity,
bus service near the stations has been increased, and
personnel added to assist riders. In its press release,
CTA reported, “We compared what it would cost to ac13

celerate the construction schedule against what the additional costs are for adequately supporting three-track
operation. Accelerating the construction schedule will
cost $1.6 million that will come out of capital funds for
the Brown Line project budget, but it will reduce our operating costs since we are currently providing supplemental bus service and have additional staff deployed
to the corridor to support three-track operation. Most
importantly it will restore normal service for our customers sooner than expected.” The $1.6 million cost will be
offset by projected ridership gains valued at $1 million
and by operational savings of $800,000. Thanks to Bob
Hansen for the report.
Todd Glickman, who arrived in Chicago during the
evening of July 13 for a business meeting, wrote that
CTA had an advertised three-week suspension of service on the Blue Line from O'Hare to Rosemont from 3
AM July 8 until 3 AM July 28, 2008. Shuttle buses were
providing service to connect from terminal entrances,
one stop to Rosemont.
According to the Chicago Tribune, Chicago transit
officials have called on the city to rebuild its historic
streetcar system, because rails still exist on many
streets. However, city officials are leaning away from
streetcars and towards bus rapid transit. Rick Harnish,
Executive Director of the Midwest High Speed Rail Association, was quoted as saying “Rather than maintaining the streetcar track and figuring out how to integrate
streetcars with auto traffic, it was easier for the CTA to
replace all streetcars with buses.” His group has been
trying to talk the city into running a streetcar line from
Navy Pier to railroad stations and the Shedd Aquarium,
so far without success. Thanks to Howard Mann for
sending this report.
CHESTERTON, INDIANA
What do you think is NICTD’s busiest day of the year?
If you said July 3, you would be right. This is the night of
the fireworks at the annual Taste of Chicago Festival.
NICTD carries thousands of people over and above
normal weekday ridership. According to a friend, the
operating plan is thrown to the wind after the PM rush,
when almost the entire fleet is returned from the field
back to Randolph Street so that passenger extras can
be dispatched every 10 to 15 minutes after about 10
PM. Each train usually carries 1,000 passengers. My
friend has been told that Metra Electric does essentially
the same thing - it even defines an official time when it
stops taking on-time performance statistics.
A public hearing was held on July 8 to discuss a proposal to consolidate the Miller and Gary Metro Center
stations into a new Gateway station that would be located at 4th and Broadway in downtown Gary. A temporary station approximately 5-6 blocks west of the current
Gary Metro Center would be built while the new Gateway station is constructed. Once opened, the Miller station would be closed.
(Continued on page 14)
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Effective July 15, NICTD issued a new timetable for its
South Shore Line service that affected the weekday
schedule. What is significant is that these changes now
reflect actual train operating performance between stations and the dwell times that are required to board passengers at various stations. The previous timetable had
been altered over the years due to changing operating
conditions, and the result was a schedule that was in
some cases too lean (and hard for trains to maintain),
and in other cases very fat (requiring Engineers to operate at less than track speed, and to wait for time in stations because the trains were ahead of schedule). The
new schedule standardizes run times, and tailors station
dwell times to the direction and time of day. The main
goal of the new timetable is to give morning westbound
(to Chicago) rush-hour trains a better shot at making
their slots at Kensington Interlocking, where NICTD
joins the Metra Electric District. Additional time has
been provided for the adding or cutting of cars at Gary
Metro and Carroll Avenue (Shops) for trains originating
or terminating further east. Conflicts with Metra trains
have been reduced, as well as train meet conflicts on
the South Shore. Below is a summary of changes:
W ESTBOUND:
! 15 of 18 westbound trains maintain their current
arrival time in Chicago but have adjusted departure times between South Bend and Hegewisch
! Train #116 departs Carroll Avenue 9 minutes later
with subsequent adjustments en route, arriving at
Millennium Station 11 minutes later
! Train #118's departure time from Carroll Avenue
does not change, but there are adjustments en
route, arriving at Millennium Station 1 minute later
! There is no change in Train #22's departure time
from South Bend, but it does depart 5-6 minutes
later from Carroll Avenue and other stations en
route, arriving in Chicago 5 minutes later
EASTBOUND:
! 17 out of 19 eastbound trains maintain their current departure times from Millennium Station, but
have adjusted departure times en route to their
eastern terminus
! Train #107 departs Millennium Station 14 minutes
earlier
! Train #19 departs Millennium Station 5 minutes
earlier
Also, effective July 15, the entire railroad has switched
over to what is known as GCOR (General Code of Operating Rules) as its operating book of rules. GCOR is a
similar effort to the Northeast's NORAC, for Midwestern
and Western railroads. Previously, GCOR was used
only on the Metra Electric District and on the South
Shore Line from Kensington Interlocking to Carroll Avenue (Shops). The segment of the South Shore Line be14

tween Carroll Avenue (Shops) and South Bend was operated using the "old" book of rules, the Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District and Chicago
South Shore & South Bend Railroad Rules and Regulations Governing the Operating Department. With this
change, the South Shore Line operates with Centralized
Traffic Control (CTC) for most of its route and Track
Warrant Control (TWC) in the more lightly traveled segment between Carroll Avenue (Shops) and South Bend.
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA
A ceremony was held in Boise, Idaho on July 10, as its
first MPXpress (MP36PH-3C) locomotive was
“delivered” to Northstar officials. This unit, which carries
the number 501, was part of an original order for four
locomotives. In June, 2007, Northstar exercised an option for four more locomotives. Service is expected to
begin in November, 2009 using Bombardier bi-levels
over a 40.1-mile route between Big Lake and Minneapolis. Thanks to Bob Kingman for this report.
DALLAS, TEXAS
On June 23, Dallas Area Regional Transit placed what
it described as its next generation of LRVs in service on
the Blue Line between the Downtown Garland and
Ledbetter stations. This is the first of its larger-capacity
super (SLRV) LRVs, which are the original cars (which
were constructed by Kinki-Sharyo in 1996-2000), with
an added 31-foot center section. This center section
provides 25 additional seats. If you think that you heard
about this before, you are correct because the prototype, 170, entered service on the Blue Line in 2002.
DART began taking delivery of the rail car inserts in late
winter, 2008. Each conversion requires about 5 weeks
plus time for testing. The first SLRVs beyond 170 are
scheduled to be in revenue service by now. Each of
DART’s 115 (some sources report DART has 95) rail
cars, which are 92’ 8” long, will be retrofitted with the
new insert.

DART Photograph

HOUSTON, TEXAS
Houston’s City Council on June 18 approved a plan to
break ground in July on the East End Line. The ceremony actually took place on June 26, and construction
began on June 30. This is the second of five new lines
that are expected to be in service by the year 2012. The
7.5-mile Central (Red) Line opened on January 1, 2004.
DENVER, COLORADO
Todd Glickman filed this report from the Mile-High City.
(Continued on page 15)
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“I've been very impressed with the expansion of Denver's RTD Light Rail since I rode it last! There are six
lines, 36 stations (19 with park-and-ride). Most lines run
three-car trains during peak hours. Trains have operators in the first car. Using proof-of-payment, there
are roving inspectors who check fares randomly. Tickets
and passes are bought from platform vending machines. Last year, there were over 55,000 average
weekday boardings. The cars are clean and quiet,
and trains run in dedicated lanes within city streets.”
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH
A significant milestone took place on June 18, when
the Utah Transit Authority broke ground on the 5.1-mile
West Valley TRAX Line. This new line, which is scheduled to be completed by 2015, branches off the Salt
Lake/Sandy Line at the 2100 South Central Pointe
TRAX station, adding four new stations: Chesterfield,
Decker Lake, E-Center, and West Valley City Intermodal
Center.
On July 1, The Salt Lake Tribune reported that commuters would soon be riding in what they called a
“classic utilitarian rail car of a bygone era,” one that
plied the New Jersey shore and New York suburbs.
They're basic, with limited leg room and no electrical
outlets, but UTA believes the Jersey Comets are a quick
fix for about 6,000 commuters crowding its new FrontRunner service every weekday. Twenty-nine of the
Comet Is were purchased in December, 2006, for
$35,000 each, and were temporarily stored in Binghamton, New York. Member Pete Donner saw the cars prior
to their departure for rebuilding in Colorado (August,
2007 Bulletin). 25 of the Comets are being wrapped in
red-white-and-blue vinyl to match FrontRunner's double-deckers, and will be placed into service this fall
when classes resume at the University of Utah. Apparently the rebuilding did not affect their interiors because,
the report continued, “they're also a lot more 1970s.
The color scheme, unchanged on the inside, is brown
and light brown, with some wood-panel wallpaper.
There are aluminum-barred bag racks overhead. The
seats are benches with short upright backs: room for
three on one side of the aisle and two on the other.”
Classic Naugahyde. When placed into service, there
will be wireless Internet, but without any a.c. outlets, the
computers will have to operate on their own battery
power, unlike the Bombardiers, which have a.c. outlets.
PHOENIX, ARIZONA
The Arizona Republic reported that the first light rail
train took officials from Tempe to the end of the line in
Mesa, another milestone accomplished for a line that is
to open on December 27. Details were published in the
July Bulletin. Thanks to member Mark Kavanagh for
this report.
Then on July 10, Metro officials held a celebration to
15

mark the first time that an LRV traveled through the
streets of downtown Phoenix. Metro Light Rail CEO
Rick Simonetta reported that construction on the system
was about 90% complete and would finish around the
end of this month. Next month Metro will begin training
operators for the 50 LRVs that operate from northcentral Phoenix to Tempe and Mesa. Trains, which are
already testing in the East Valley, will begin regular testing downtown.
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON
Tri-Met sent out an advisory to residents that starting
this fall, when WES (Westside Express Service) begins
operating, the ride from Wilsonville to Beaverton will
take only 27 minutes. WES will serve Beaverton, Tigard,
Tualatin, and Wilsonville, with initial service every 30
minutes Monday through Friday, during the morning and
afternoon rush hours.
Mark Kavanagh also got a note from Seattle’s Sound
Transit that it has successfully tested the new signal
system inside the renovated downtown bus tunnel with
LRVs and buses running. These tests were conducted
at night, when the tunnel is currently closed for passenger service. A good milestone there as well, so this is
shaping up to be an exciting transit year in the western
U.S.
The first of the fourth-generation MAX Siemens "S70/
Avanto" LRVs was delivered at the end of June. The
remaining 21 cars will be delivered separately and arrive by October, 2009. Each Type 4 vehicle costs about
$3.75 million. A two-car consist is seven feet longer
than existing light rail vehicles but weighs 11,000
pounds less. After testing, they should enter service this
fall. This model is also used in Houston, San Diego, and
Charlotte.
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
Member John Pappas sent two construction reports
on LA’s growing light rail system. On the Gold Line,
most of the poles for the overhead are up. As of late
June, a section on First Street from the subway entrance to Alameda needs poles installed. The rail is all
in place in the subway, and things are moving fast. The
Gold Line will extend six miles from its present terminus
at Los Angeles Union Station with eight new stations. It
is slated for completion next year.
And over on the Expo Line, crews have laid the first
set of tracks at the intersection of Denker Avenue and
Exposition Boulevard. A lot of work is currently taking
place, including thousands of truck loads of hazardoussoil extraction, National Boulevard street realignment in
Culver City, and land grading for track installation in
Mid-City, with happy crews working simultaneously at
many locations. This is just Phase I, which will be 9.6
miles long, have 11 stations, and connect Los Angeles
with Culver City. The project has a planned opening in
2010. Phase II, which will bring the line to downtown
Santa Monica, is scheduled for final design in 2010.
(Continued on page 16)
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GLENDALE, CALIFORNIA
John also found that a new trolley line had opened in
this city. “It is located in Glendale's latest outdoor shopping complex that is designed in the currently fashionable town square concept, a la The Grove, but more
nicely laid out. The line is a single track clockwise loop
using internal streets on three sides and a grassed in
curb lane of Brand Boulevard (former Glendale-Burbank
line of PE). There is a tail track into a storage area on
the first floor of one of the buildings fronting the parking
garage. The cars are a replica open bench car and
shorter matching trailer. The motor car is battery powered and requires a one hour break in service to provide an interim charging. The service runs 11 AM until 9
PM with the aforementioned hour break from 4 to 5 PM.
The operation requires a three person crew; motorman
and a conductor on both cars. Seems like we've come
full circle on crew size! Gomaco built the cars and delivered them in April. The complex opened on May 1-2.
The size of the crowds on the day of my visit, June 15,
was very impressive. Every trip I saw had full motor and
trailer. The trip takes six minutes and runs about every
10 to 15. There is only one stop on the line, so it is run
as an attraction, not a way of getting around the complex. Obviously the trip is slow. With people walking
everywhere there is no such thing as a speed run. But
it's still a fun ride and Gomaco did their usual fine job on
the cars. Of interest, both motor and trailer have PCC
gongs! Here's more about the complex and the cars:
h t t p : / / w w w. g o m a c o t r o l l e y. c o m / R e s o u r c e s /
glendale_grandopening2008.html.”
TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA
On April 8, with the introduction of new MP40PH-3C
locomotives, two Milton Line trains in each direction
now operate with 12 bi-levels. (Editor’s Note: NJ Transit
operates 12-car trains of multi-level cars on the Northeast
Corridor, but they are powered by two ALP-46s, one on each
end.) The first of these 26 locomotives entered service
on February 14, 2008. GO Transit’s older diesels could
only handle 10 bi-levels.

Typically during the summer, some transit agencies
have reduced service, but not this summer, and not
TTC. Since June 22, additional service has been added
to Routes 509/Harbourfront, 510/Spadina, and 511/
Bathurst.
John Pappas forwarded a report from The Globe and
Mail reporting that with Siemens bowing out of the bidding process, Bombardier was all but certain to be
awarded the contract valued at C$1.2 billion (slightly
less in U.S. dollars) for 204 LRVs plus options for up to
600. Bombardier still had one competitor, which was
described as a “small British manufacturer” – TRAM
Power. Bombardier was awarded a contract in December, 2006 to supply 234 subway cars (39 6-car units).
EDMONTON, ALBERTA, CANADA
On May 9, Siemens delivered 1038, the first of 37 new
SD160 LRVs for the South LRT, which will open in two
additional phases. The first station, Health Sciences,
opened on January 1, 2006. On April 26, 2009, the line
will be extended to the South Campus station, and on
April 25, 2010, service will reach the Century Park station. Before being placed into service, 1038 will be undergoing extensive certification testing and commissioning over the summer. It should enter service later this
year. Future LRV deliveries will be at a rate of two per
month.
FROM THE HISTORY FILES
60 Years Ago: On August 22, 1948, the last four Bronx
trolley lines — B/Boston Road, S/Southern Boulevard,
T/Tremont Avenue, and V/Williamsbridge, were abandoned. Trolleys from Westchester County continued to
run in the Bronx until November 9, 1952.
20 Years Ago: On August 14, 1988, the Riverfront Line
opened in New Orleans. There were two temporary
shutdowns in the 1990s, to double track and later to regauge the line to match Canal Street. On August 29,
2005, Hurricane Katrina devastated the city of New Orleans, but on December 18, 2005, the Waterfront Line,
with some cars through-routed via Canal Street, reopened.
News items and comments concerning this column may be
emailed to NYDnewseditor@aol.com.

DUAL-MODE LOCOMOTIVES
by Raymond R. Berger
In light of NJ Transit’s awarding a contract to Bombardier for 26 dual-mode locomotives, News Editor Randy
Glucksman asked me if I knew of any such operating
units. After thinking about it, I came up with four partial
answers involving systems in Germany or in France
and a fifth involving NYCT.
Karlsruhe
The Karlsruhe Verkehrs Betriebe has combined commuter rail operations with its city transit (rail) system.
16

This is done by through routing commuter rail lines onto
tramway trackage in order to offer direct service to
Kaiserstrasse, the main shopping and commercial
street in Karlsruhe, not near the Hauptbahnhof nor any
Deutsche Bahn rail lines. There is a fleet of dual mode
tram cars that automatically switch from 15,000 volts
a.c. (Deutsche Bahn tracks) to 750 volts d.c. (KVB
tracks). The same pantograph is used and the change(Continued on page 17)
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over switch is automatically thrown as a car passes the
changeover point so that there is no chance of operator
error. Today, there are ten of these dual mode lines in
operation. One of them has a two-block-long part of the
line that encompasses street running with the overhead
energized at 15,000 Volts a.c. That would never be allowed in the USA.
Nordhausen
Route 10 of the Nordhausen tramway system is
through-routed with the Harzerschmalsporbahn, which
operates totally with both steam and diesel. There are
three dual-mode double-end Siemens Combinos, which
run on 750 volts d.c. while on the Nordhausen tram
tracks, but convert to diesel mode when the line continues on the Itzlingen on the Harzerschmalsporbahn. The
cars are numbered 201-203.
Route 10 of Stadtwerke Nordhausen Verkehrs und
Stadtreinigungsbetrieb operates between Krankenhaus
(Hospital) loop and Bahnhof Ilfeld Neanderklinik. There
is a track connection at Nordhausen Bahnhofplatz between the Harzerschmalspurbahnen (HSB) (diesel) and
the local electric tramway. Both are of meter gauge.
HSB diesel MUs and steam (yes!) passenger trains operate to several terminals beyond Bahnhof Ilfeld Neanderklinik, but the Duo-Combinos, manufactured by Siemens in 2004, do not.
When the Duo-Combino tram on Route 10 arrives at
the Bahnhofplatz, the operator lowers the pantograph
and turns on the diesel engines to continue beyond the
trolley wire to Ilfeld Neanderklinik. On trips toward
Krankenhaus loop, the diesel engines are shut down on
New York City Subway Car Update
(Continued from page 5)

the corner. Me, I’m heading back to Coney Island one
more time to check out the breeze on the Boardwalk

arrival at Bahnhofplatz and the pantograph is
raised. Then the car continues on the city system to the
Krankenhaus. All three cars (201-203) have the word
"Duo" in black on a yellow paint scheme across the
front/back of these double end cars, which run only on
Route 10. The German uniform classification is
"4xGel3ZR NfV" and they and all other Nordhausen
tram cars operate from Betriebshof Grimmelallee [car
house.]
NMBS (SNCB) 1600-Series Locomotives
For many years now trains are through-routed between Brussels and Amsterdam. NMBS uses 3,000
volts d.c. while the Nederlandse Spoorwegen uses
1,500 d.c. NMBS now has a small fleet of five quadruple-mode electric locomotives. Two pantographs are
used. The first uses the 3,000 v.d.c. (NMBS lines) and
cuts it in half to 1,500 v.d.c. when running on NS. The
other pantograph uses 25,000 v.a.c. when running on
the SNCF and cuts it to 15,000 v.a.c. when running on
Deutsche Bahn. It is not dual mode, but rather it is
quadra-powered.
Dual-Voltage SNCF Locomotives
I understand there are dual voltage electrics on SNCF
that run on both 3,000 v.d.c. and 25,000 v.a.c., but
these, too, are not diesel electric/electrics.
New York City Transit R-77E
The R-77Es have a charger that charges batteries
that allow the locomotive to move short distances where
the third rail is de-energized or the locomotive stops
between stretches of third rail. While this is not really
dual mode, it is something that should be considered.
I am sure there are more examples, and hope this
provides our members with a good edification of recent
developments in dual-mode propulsion.
(again) and an R-160B train or two while I’m at it. Then
there’s the R-160As at Canarsie and those nice, airconditioned R-42s and maybe some R-40Ms racing to
Far Rockaway…Only in the summertime…And only in
New York!

90 Years of Through Service
(Continued from page 6)

Looking north toward 242nd Street and Broadway.
Bernard Linder collection
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240th Street and Broadway, looking south.
Bernard Linder collection
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Around New York’s Transit System
Special Instructions for Conductors on 3 Trains
At the 145th Street-Lenox Avenue station, the doors of
the rear five cars must remain closed because the platforms were never extended to accommodate full-length
trains.
Conductors on 3 trains must make announcements
to passengers whose destination is 145th Street. On
northbound trains at 110th Street, 116th Street, 125th

Street, and 135th Street, Conductors will inform passengers who wish to exit at 145th Street that they must
leave the train and walk along the platform to one of the
first five cars of the train. Passengers must not walk
through the cars of the train and the operating cabs.
Before leaving the 148th Street terminal, the Conductor
will inform passengers who wish to exit at 145th Street
that they must ride in one of the first five cars of the
train.

EDDY CURRENT BRAKES
By Russell E. Jackson
When we were preparing our article about the multis for the
July, 2008 issue, we checked Car Maintenance’s roster. We
were surprised to learn that the General Electric multis,
7014-7028, were equipped with eddy current brakes. Because
we did not know how these brakes functioned, we asked our
readers to help us. Member Russ Jackson send us an excellent explanation. Following are excerpts from the email he
sent.
GE...sought a way of providing the benefits of electric
braking while keeping the braking system relatively simple, standard, and light. The scheme chosen was eddy
current braking.
It was long known that if a metal disc was rotated in a
magnetic field there would be electric currents (Eddy
Currents) generated in the disc. These electric currents
would heat the disc, and if the disc had built-in fan
blades, quite a large amount of rotational energy could
be turned into hot air. By mounting the disc on a traction
motor shaft the motion energy of the car could be converted into hot air, thus slowing the vehicle. (In both dynamic and eddy current cases force is required to turn
the motor shaft, that force being provided by the motion
of the car.) As with dynamic braking, at low speeds the
eddy current braking effect dies off, and a friction brake
is needed to complete the stop and hold the car
stopped.
To achieve variations in the braking rate the force required to turn the motor shaft with its eddy current disc
must also be variable, therefore the current being supplied to the electromagnets of the eddy current brake
(the eddy brake fields) has to be made variable; high
currents for a strong brake effort, lower currents for a
weaker brake effort.
GE had to add some new components to their standard propulsion scheme to do this, plus adding the eddy
brake disc and its electromagnets (eddy brake fields) to
each motor. The proposal of GE to the New York Rapid
Transit Corp. in April, 1936 tells how this worked.
“The transfer switch, when thrown to the braking position, connects the four (traction) motor armatures in se18

ries and in circuit with the eddy brake fields of the four
motors. The exciting fields (the normal traction motor
field windings) are also connected in series and draw
current from the batteries through the eddy current
brake regulator. The eddy brake regulator automatically
governs the amount of excitation in the (traction) motor
fields to cause them to generate the proper amount of
current through the eddy brake fields. The amount of
eddy brake field current generated is also automatically
regulated in proportion to the straight air pipe pressure
of the air brake system under control of the brake valve
and retardation controller.” (notes in parentheses
added)
In simpler terms, the battery (kept charged by the motor-generator set) supplied power via the regulator to
the fields of the traction motors whose armatures in turn
supplied power to the eddy brake field electromagnets.
As for the two equipment types operating together, the
NYRT Corp. Specification for Equipment of March 30,
1935, for Equipment “To be constructed by the Westinghouse Elec. and Mfg. Co.” required in its Section 3,
Control Equipment, item 47 that “There shall be furnished three sets of Westinghouse Elect. and Mfg. Co.’s
A.B.S. accelerator control equipment for this five section car and provision shall be made for connecting up
to three cars of five sections each and the trainline cable and operating equipment shall have ample capacity
to permit proper functioning of equipment in this train
operation, and provision shall be made for operating
trains made up of cars equipped with Westinghouse
Elec. and Mfg. Co’s type A.B.S. accelerator control
specified herein with dynamic brakes to interoperate
with General Electric Co.’s type PCM control and Eddy
current brakes as specified in N.Y.R.T. specification
dated March 28, 1935 or in trains having all the same
type of equipment.”
To the best of this writer’s knowledge, the GE MS cars
represent the only car fleet ever produced which employed eddy current braking.
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ARCHER AVENUE SUBWAY OPENED 20 YEARS AGO
Revenue operation in the new Archer Avenue Subway began on Saturday, December
10, 1988 shortly before midnight. The first J
train arrived at Parsons-Archer at 11:42 PM
and departed at 11:53 PM. The first E train
followed at midnight.
Archer Avenue was the first new subway
extension to open in New York City in two
decades. On the upper level, E trains provide service on the 1¾-mile extension from
the Van Wyck Boulevard IND station while J
and Z trains run on the 1½-mile lower level
extension from the 121st Street BMT station.
When ground was broken at 151st Street
and Archer Avenue on August 15, 1972, it
was anticipated that IND trains would be
routed through the new subway, ascend a
ramp, and operate alongside the Long Island
Rail Road’s Atlantic Branch to Springfield
Boulevard. At the present time, the tunnel
dead-ends alongside the LIRR at 158th Street
and South Road. There are no plans for extending this line.

OPENING DAY DEDICATION
CEREMONIES
©2008 New York
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Ceremonies were held on December 10,
1988, the afternoon before revenue service
began. An eight-car R-46 Special VIP Train
departed from Chambers Street IND at 9:33
AM and stopped only at 42nd Street-Sixth
Avenue, Queens Plaza, Roosevelt Avenue,
and Union Turnpike. At each stop, invited
guests were allowed to board through a designated door. The eight-car R-42 GOH Festivity Train departed from Chambers Street
BMT at 9:31 AM and operated via the express track from Marcy Avenue to Eastern
Parkway, stopping only at Essex Street, Myrtle Avenue, Eastern Parkway, Woodhaven
1

Boulevard, and 111th Street for invited guests.
From noon until 1 PM, the VIP and a back-up
train were single-tracked between ParsonsArcher and Jamaica-Van Wyck, after which
the Festivity Trains both departed from Parsons-Archer, making the same stops as they
did on their northbound trips.
From 1 to 3 PM, the new stations were
opened to the public. Trains were singletracked from Parsons-Archer to Jamaica-Van
Wyck and Sutphin Boulevard lower level.

BMT JAMAICA LINE TRACK
CHANGES
J trains originally ran on Jamaica Avenue
as far east (railroad north) as 168th Street.
When business declined in the Jamaica area,
the merchants believed that business would
improve if the Jamaica Avenue elevated
structure were removed. On September 12,
1977, J trains terminated at Queens Boulevard, 1.07 miles west (railroad south) of 168th
Street. Passengers were given free transfers
to buses, which stopped at the discontinued
elevated stations.
To connect the existing tracks to the new
Archer Avenue Subway, at 129th Street near
Van Wyck Boulevard, J trains no longer operated to Queens Boulevard. Service was
curtailed again on April 13, 1985. After track
and signal changes were made, trains terminated at 121st Street, 0.82 miles west
(railroad south) of Queens Boulevard, on
April 21, 1985.
When service was extended to ParsonsArcher on December 11, 1988, NYC Transit
operated rush hour skip-stop J/Z trains that
were as fast as the E trains, as shown in the
following table:
(Continued on page 4)
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SIXTH AVENUE SUBWAY SERVICE CHANGES
by Bernard Linder
When the Manhattan Bridge tracks were rearranged in November, 1967, West End B trains were rerouted via
Sixth Avenue.

B SERVICE CHANGES
This is a complete record.
DATE

NORTH TERMINAL

EXPRESS OR LOCAL
ON SIXTH AVENUE

SOUTH TERMINAL

TIME OPERATED

November 26, 1967

W. 4th Street

—

Coney Island

Weekday midday and early evening;
Saturday morning, afternoon, and
early evening

168th Street

Express

Coney Island or Bay Parkway

Rush hours

Local

Coney Island

Non-rush hours

Express

Coney Island or Bay Parkway

Rush hours

June 30, 1968

th

57 Street
th

168 Street
August 30, 1976

th

Local

th

57 Street
57th Street

168th Street

57 Street

th

th

34 Street

Midnight every day

Local

Coney Island

Non-rush hours except midnights

Local

Coney Island, Second Avenue, W.
4th Street, or Broadway-Lafayette
Street

Rush hours

Express

Coney Island or Bay Parkway

Rush hours

th

April 28, 1986

168 Street

Local

34 Street-Sixth Avenue

Rush hours

May 26, 1987

168th Street

Local

34th Street (K trains)

Rush hours

Express

Coney Island

Weekdays except midnights

Express

Coney Island

Weekends except midnights

Express

Coney Island

Weekdays except midnights

21 StreetQueensbridge

Express

Coney Island

Weekends except midnights

168th Street

Express

Coney Island

Rush hours, weekday midday

21st StreetQueensbridge

Express (A)

Coney Island

Weekday evenings, weekends except
midnights

168th Street

Express

Coney Island

Rush hours

21 StreetQueensbridge

Express

Coney Island

Weekday and Sunday evenings

145th Street

Express

Coney Island

7 trains laid up north of 145th Street
after AM rush and were put-in before
PM rush

December 11, 1988

th

168 Street
th

57 Street
October 29, 1989

th

168 Street
st

September 30,
1990

April 30, 1995

st

November 12, 1995
August 31, 1997

Same as September 30, 1990 schedule
st

21 StreetQueensbridge

Local

Second Avenue

Midnights every day

168th Street

Express

Coney Island

Weekday rush hours, midday

21 StreetQueensbridge

Express

Coney Island

Weekday evenings; weekends except
midnights

Bedford Park
Boulevard

Express

Coney Island

Rush hours

145th Street

Express

Coney Island

Weekday midday and early evening

Express

Coney Island

Weekday late evening; weekends
except midnight

st

March 1, 1998

th

57 Street

(Continued on page 3)
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Sixth Avenue Subway Service Changes
(Continued from page 2)
DATE
July 22, 2001

NORTH TERMINAL

EXPRESS OR LOCAL
ON SIXTH AVENUE

SOUTH TERMINAL

TIME OPERATED

Bedford Park Boulevard

Local

34th Street-Sixth Avenue

Rush hours

th

February 22, 2004

th

145 Street

Local

34 Street-Sixth Avenue

Weekday midday and evening

Bedford Park Boulevard

Express

Brighton Beach

Rush hours

145th Street

Express

Brighton Beach

Weekday midday and early evening

(A) Northbound trains ran local on Sixth Avenue late evenings every day. Several trains were turned at Second Avenue early morning and late
evening

S SHUTTLES
When the northerly Manhattan Bridge tracks were out of service, shuttles were operated on Sixth Avenue:
DATE
April 27, 1986
May 24, 1987

NORTH TERMINAL

EXPRESS OR LOCAL
ON SIXTH AVENUE

SOUTH TERMINAL

TIME OPERATED

57th Street

Local

Grand Street

All times

—

Grand Street

Midnight

57 Street

Local

Grand Street

Other times

BroadwayLafayette Street

—

th

W. 4 Street
th

December 11, 1988
April 30, 1995

Discontinued
Grand Street

November 12, 1995
July 22, 2001

Probably December
16, 2001

Midday weekdays; all day Saturday;
Sunday morning and afternoon

Discontinued
st

21 StreetQueensbridge

Local

Broadway-Lafayette Street

All times

BroadwayLafayette Street

—

Grand Street

All times

W. 4th Street

—

Grand Street

All times

February 22, 2004

Discontinued

F SERVICE
When the subway was opened, F trains started running on the Sixth Avenue local tracks:
DATE
December 15, 1940
December 11, 1950
October 30, 1954
October 6, 1957

November 10, 1958

November 26, 1967

August 19, 1968

NORTH TERMINAL

SOUTH TERMINAL

TIME OPERATED

169 Street or Parsons Boulevard

Church Avenue

All times

th
th

179 Street or Parsons Boulevard

Church Avenue

All times

th

Broadway-Lafayette Street

All times

th

179 Street

Second Avenue

Rush hours; weekday midday and
early evening

179th Street

34th Street-Sixth Avenue

Other times

179 Street

Broadway-Lafayette Street or
Second Avenue

Rush hours; weekday midday and
early evening

179th Street

34th Street-Sixth Avenue

Other times

179 Street

Coney Island

All times

179th Street

Church Avenue

Rush hours

179th Street

Coney Island (A) via Culver Line

All times

179th Street

Kings Highway

Rush hours

179 Street

th

th

(Continued on page 4)
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Sixth Avenue Subway Service Changes
(Continued from page 3)
DATE

NORTH TERMINAL

SOUTH TERMINAL

th

December 11, 1988

57 Street

Coney Island

Midnights

179th Street

Coney Island

Except midnights

179th Street

Kings Highway or Avenue X

Rush hours

21 Street-Queensbridge

st

October 29, 1989

Coney Island

Midnights

th

Coney Island

Except midnights

th

Kings Highway or Avenue X

Rush hours

179 Street
179 Street
th

August 31, 1997

TIME OPERATED

179 Street

Coney Island

All times

179th Street

Kings Highway or Avenue X

Rush hours

Rerouted via 63rd Street Tunnel

December 16, 2001

(A) Starting August 30, 1976, there were several morning rush hour put-ins from Avenue X.

Q SERVICE
Q trains were rerouted via Sixth Avenue when the southerly Manhattan Bridge tracks were out of service:
DATE

NORTH TERMINAL

EXPRESS OR LOCAL
ON SIXTH AVENUE

SOUTH TERMINAL

TIME OPERATED

December 12, 1988

57th Street-Sixth
Avenue

Express

Brighton Beach

Weekday rush hours, midday, and
early evening

21st StreetQueensbridge

Express

Brighton Beach

Weekday rush hours, midday, and
early evening

21st StreetQueensbridge

Local

Second Avenue

Early morning and late evening

October 30, 1989

April 30, 1995

Rerouted via Broadway Subway

November 12, 1995
July 22, 2001

Same as October 30, 1989 schedule
Rerouted via Broadway Subway

duct. The three-car R-46 trains (later four-car R-44
trains) stopped at 47th-50th Street, 42nd Street, 34th
Street, W. 4th Street, Chambers Street, BroadwayNassau Street, Jay Street, and Howard Beach. Running
time varied from 41 to 49 minutes. Service was extended to 21st Street-Queensbridge on October 29,
1989 and was discontinued on April 14, 1990.

JFK EXPRESS SERVICE
On September 23, 1978, extra fare express trains
started operating from 57th Street-Sixth Avenue to Howard Beach where passengers were allowed to make a
free transfer to the JFK bus. Trains operated on Sixth
Avenue local tracks, Fulton Street express tracks, Liberty Avenue local tracks, and the express track at Aque-

J/Z — Parsons-Archer to Broad Street — local 54½
minutes, skip-stop 49½ minutes
This skip-stop service apparently did not divert many
riders from the overcrowded E trains. Rush hour J/Z
headways were unchanged for many years.

Archer Avenue Subway Opened 20 Years Ago
(Continued from page 1)

E—Parsons-Archer to World Trade Center — 54 minutes

(Continued on page 5)

SIXTH AVENUE ELEVATED QUIT 70 YEARS AGO
Passengers on the last southbound train, which arrived at South Ferry at 11:06 PM, cut straps and removed signs and advertisements. During the day, souvenir hunters stole hundreds of light bulbs. The newspapers called it a carnival occasion.

The last train, which carried officials and regular passengers, departed from Rector Street at 10:50 PM December 4, 1938 and stopped only at 42nd Street. All stations were officially closed at 10:30 PM and were
guarded by two patrolmen.
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Archer Avenue Subway Opened 20 Years Ago
(Continued from page 4)

168th Street station looking east, March 22, 1969.
Larry Linder photograph

Looking east toward 168th Street, September 5, 1977.
Bernard Linder collection

Sutphin Boulevard station looking east, March 22, 1969.
Larry Linder photograph

Sutphin Boulevard station, looking west.
Bernard Linder collection

Queens Boulevard station looking west.
Bernard Linder collection

168th Street Tower, September 5, 1977.
Bernard Linder collection
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NEW YORK CITY SUBWAY CAR UPDATE
by George Chiasson
went into service at Coney Island (on N) starting October 24, with two more trains (8673-92) following one
week later. Through November 17, 2008 R-160A-2s
8683-8702 had also been activated on N, Q, and W,
leaving just one more 10-car set (8703-12) to be accepted. As of November 7, it was noted that at least
three Coney Island-based R-160 consists were spread
around N and Q composed of five Alstom-built R160A-2s and five Kawasaki-built R-160Bs (all possessing Alstom Onix propulsion equipment). This may be a
preview of future operations both there and at Jamaica.
As of October 30, 2008 Option I R-160Bs 9088-9102
were delivered, followed by 9003-7 in the first week of
November and 9008-12 by November 14. These represented the last cars of this group to be equipped with
Siemens propulsion, and had been “missing” since
June when they encountered inspection problems and
deliveries were continued without them. As of November 17, 2008 Option I R-160Bs 9103-7, which revert to
the Alstom Onix propulsion package, were also on
hand. When accepted this group of 130 cars will be divided for service between Coney Island and Jamaica,
though their assignments could be changed when Option II equipment is delivered later on. Through November 17, 2008 Option I R-160Bs 9053-7 and 9068-9102
were newly-accepted for revenue service on N, Q, and
W. As forecasted in the last update, this opened the
door for withdrawal of the remaining 144 slant R-40s
from Coney Island starting on October 29, but for reassignment elsewhere and not outright retirement.
By November 17, 2008, deliveries totaled 340 R160A-1s, 75 R-160A-2s, and 395 R-160Bs for a combined quantity of 810. Of these, there were 340 R160A-1s in service at East New York (J/Z, L, M) and
50 R-160A-2s plus 380 R-160Bs running at Coney Island (N, Q, W).
On November 10, 2008 MTA awarded a contract for
382 more R-160s to Alstom under Option 2, which increases the ongoing tally to 1,662 cars. This represents
an addition of 90 to the commitment reached in July,
2007, and creates the possibility of an Option 3 for another 238 cars in the future, which would finalize the R160 acquisition at a grand total of 1,900 cars. This is
200 more than the original maximum total of 1,700 that
was forecast in 2002. As previous, production of the
382 Option II R-160s will be divided between Kawasaki
(which is due to provide 140 more R-160Bs, again half
with Siemens and half with Alstom Onix propulsion) and
the Alstom facility at Hornell, which will deliver 210 cars
in 5-car sets, and a revised allotment of 32 CBTC-

As the holiday season approaches, a number of unexpected twists are occurring with NYCT’s ever-changing
equipment picture, like so many side-trips on a long
journey. Progress has remained solid and has even accelerated in bringing the R-160s on board, while the
slant R-40s have received yet another reprieve. More
R-42s have been removed from their long-time home at
East New York, though several trains’ worth remain, and
the stage is now definitely set for the R-38s’ final run,
straight into a retirement that should take place by early
2009. Finally, the second option to the R-160 contract
has been finalized just in time for this update to be compiled, bringing the present level of commitment to a
quantity of 1,662 cars. This is up from the previous
1,574 and there may be even more to come in the future.
Subdivision “A” Events
A number of R-62s on 3 and R-62As on 7 continued
to receive unique “waistband” external advertising for
The History Channel through the balance of October,
but it appeared that a lot of it was already removed by
mid-November. On October 27, 2008 R-142As 7716-20
were discovered back in service on 4, with B-car 7718
exhibiting a little bit of remedial body work. By November 3, Corona-based R-62A single unit 2077 had finally
received purple striping beneath its number boards to
complete the “labeling” of this fleet several years past
its reassignment.
R-160 Progress
R-160A-2s 8688-8702 were on hand by October 24,
2008, with the final 10 cars of the group (8703-12) arriving on NYCT property as of October 30. This completed
delivery of all 660 cars in the original contract as approved in July, 2002, and was trailed immediately by the
first 10 Option I R-160A-2s, which were shunted from
207th Street to Pitkin to commence testing on November
6. Numbered 9233-42, these were followed by unit
9243-7 on November 14, and all will eventually operate
in passenger service out of Jamaica. In that vein crews
from E and F, as well as Division of Car Equipment
personnel based at Jamaica Shop, were training on
various R-160 trains throughout October and November. In fact, Kawasaki-built, Alstom-equipped R-160B
set 8773-7 was farmed out to Jamaica from Coney Island on October 17 strictly for this purpose, being joined
by R-160A-1 set 8605-8 from East New York by November 7. Of late there is indication that the R-160s assigned to Jamaica will find their way to both routes, and
for the first time serious consideration is being given to
the future allocation of some R-160s to A (and perhaps
C).
The first new 10-car train of R-160A-2s (8663-72)

(Continued on page 7)
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remained in daily operation there through November 17.
Though the retirement of the 144 remaining slant R-40s
is still anticipated at some point, it will likely be delayed
until replacement equipment for A and C is deployed
at Pitkin and 207th Street very late in the process, perhaps the last part of 2009 or sometime in 2010. On the
other hand, removal of the R-38 fleet is imminent (as
ultimately determined by the progress of R-160 activation at Coney Island, which will free up slant R-40s for
redeployment), with the first six actually removed from
service by October 31, 2008.
60-Foot SMEE Retirements and Restorations
The following were taken out of service, or restored to
operation through November 17, 2008:
October, 2008: R-38 4014/5, 4022/3, and 4078/9 withdrawn from 207th Street (A, C)
November, 2008: R-38 4056/7 and 4086/7 withdrawn
from 207th Street (A, C)
The 75-Footers (R-44, R-46, R-68, R-68A)
With transfer of the slant R-40s out of Coney Island,
and a quickening of the pace in the acceptance of R160A-2s and Option I R-160Bs, the R-68s and R-68As
have taken a more dominant role than ever on B, now
being in the clear majority. As well, R-68s have resumed
regular appearances on Q (on weekdays at least),
where they team up with the usual R-68As to supplement the R-160Bs. In numbers varying from day to day
(but in a definite minority), both R-68s and R-68As can
also still be found on N and W, and this is expected to
remain the case for the long term.
General Electric-equipped R-44s 388-399, which were
reassigned from A to Staten Island when overhauled in
the early 1990s, are incrementally returning to Coney
Island Shops for a re-overhaul process, particularly focused on treating carbody wear and tear. 395 and
Staten Island “native” 456 were actually brought over
during 2007 and had a thorough analysis performed on
them before remedial work commenced. In the late
summer of 2008 they were joined by 388 and 389,
which were also working their way around the shop as
of November 17. It is anticipated that all will return to
Staten Island when this work is completed.
Reefing Renewed
The empty Weeks barge was back at 207th Street on
October 25, and was reloaded through the next two
days (October 27-28). Group #9 then departed for Redbird Reef (Delaware) on Saturday, November 1 with the
following 44 car shells aboard:
Phase II R-32s 3348, 3392, 3393, 3508, 3509, 3549,
3554, 3555, 3580, 3581, 3604, 3605, 3626, 3627, 3640,
3641, 3696, 3697, 3744, 3745, 3826, 3827, 3838, 3839,
3874, 3875, 3884, 3885, 3914, 3915, 3916, 3917, 3930,
3931 (34); slant R-40s 4232, 4233, 4334, 4335, 4340,
4341 (6); and Coney Island R-42s 4840, 4841, 4842,
4843 (4)

New York City Subway Car Update
(Continued from page 6)

equipped cars in 4-car sets for East New York. Aside
from the obvious addition of at least 8 more R-160A-1s
in 4-car sets for East New York, the exact composition
of Option 3, should it come to pass, is not as yet decided.
60-Foot SMEE News
Some items of unfinished business: The first train of
Jamaica-assigned Morrison-Knudsen-overhauled R-42s
was operated on F on September 10, 2008, with this
equipment making irregular appearances through the
next several weeks. Since October 28, there have most
typically been between one and four trains of MorrisonKnudsen-overhauled R-42s on F each weekday, and
even one witnessed by Bill Zucker on Sunday, November 2. There have also been intermittent, confirmed observations of Morrison-Knudsen-overhauled R-42s on
R since mid-September. Secondly, Morrison-Knudsenoverhauled R-42s 4580-4605 were “reassigned” from
Pitkin to 207th Street on September 19, 2008, though in
reality they stayed in service on A. They were joined by
4550-9 in a similar fashion on October 20 to begin setting the stage for withdrawal of the R-38 fleet. This too
was simply a “paper” transfer, with the actual cars remaining in service on A. Finally, the full consist of the
train containing the last Phase II R-32s in passenger
service (3421/3558), was N-3558/3421-3876/7-3551/03856/7-3454/5-S on F during the morning rush hour on
October 13, 2008.
As the latest round of Kawasaki-built Option I R160Bs was activated at Coney Island, the first slant R40’s were transferred to 207th Street. These included
the “last” 20 cars that remain (4404-7, 4410/1, 4414/5,
4418/9, 4422/3, 4432/3, 4436-9, and 4448/9) on October 29, 2008. The “next” 20 slants (4364-7, 4370/1,
4376/7, 4382/3, 4388-91, and 4398-4403) followed two
days later, joined by 20 additional Morrison-Knudsen R42s from East New York on November 1 (4764/5 and
4768-85). Slant R-40s 4332/3 and 4424/5 remain at
Coney Island Yard for use with gel car 8429, a retired
R-30. Together with the 36 Morrison-Knudsenoverhauled R-42s already at 207th Street and the 100
R-40Ms assigned to Pitkin (including R-40M/R-42 mismate 4460/4665), all have been allocated for assignment to C in 8-car trains, as well as to A in 10-car
trains, to enable the corresponding withdrawal of the R38 fleet to begin. Unforeseen technical issues involving
the 8-car R-42 Conductors’ boards (which were installed at the appropriate C stations in October) have
delayed the actual implementation of this plan until at
least mid-November. Nevertheless, the first three trains
of slant R-40s, as well as a solid consist of ex-East New
York Morrison-Knudsen R-42s in the 4764-85 group
were in A service on Friday, November 7, 2008 and

(Continued on page 20)

7

NEWYORK
YORKDIVISION
DIVISIONBULLETIN
BULLETIN- DECEMBER,
OCTOBER, 2000
NEW
2008

Commuter and Transit Notes

No. 241
by Randy Glucksman

place on November 2, Metro-North issued its special
timetable in the same format as in previous years.
Metro-North, as usual, operated additional service
during the Thanksgiving period and issued special timetables. On the cover: a turkey, and text that mentions
extra holiday service and off-peak fares in effect Thursday through Sunday.
● Wednesday, November 26: There were 17 “early
getaway” trains between 1 PM and 4:10 PM. Several trains were combined or cancelled due to decreased ridership later in the PM peak
● Thursday, November 27: A holiday schedule was
in effect with extra service inbound in the morning
and extra late morning/early afternoon service
outbound. Between 9:30 AM and 2:30 PM, passengers boarding at Grand Central Terminal or
Harlem-125th Street were required to have their
tickets in hand
● Friday, November 28: A Saturday schedule with
extra service during the AM and PM peaks and
pre-PM peak was in effect
Steve Lofthouse provided some additional information
regarding his report in last month’s Bulletin concerning
Metro-North’s retired SPVs. At the end of October,
SPVs 290 and 297 remained in Harrison, New Jersey.
MTA METRO-NORTH RAILROAD (W EST)
A Port Jervis/Pascack Valley Line timetable was issued on October 26, coinciding with the NJ Transit timetables.
MTA LONG ISLAND RAIL ROAD
Over the weekends of November 1-2 and 7-8, LIRR
crews were completing the work to install a new interlocking to be called Wood Interlocking. Located just
east of the East River Tunnels in Sunnyside, Queens,
this is part of the East Side Access Project, which will
route LIRR trains into Grand Central Terminal. During
the first weekend, passengers destined to Kew Gardens, Forest Hills, and Woodside had to use temporary
platforms to board and disembark from their trains. On
the following weekend, most Port Washington Branch
customers were advised to use 7 to complete their
trips via a free transfer.
A construction project has begun to rehabilitate the
101-year-old Atlantic Avenue viaduct. Phase I is scheduled for completion in January, 2010 at a cost of $93.4
million and involves the replacement of 81 spans between Ralph and Troy Avenues plus six spans between
Kingston and Brooklyn Avenues. Work will progress
east to west over approximately 36 weekends to minimize the impact on train travel and local street traffic.
Normal train service will be maintained throughout the

METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY
On November 18, two days in advance of the monthly
board meeting, it was revealed that due to the fall-off in
revenues caused by the current economic climate, there
could be “draconian” service cuts coupled with a major
fare increase on all MTA-operated facilities. Most news
reports focused on W and Z, which have been targeted for elimination, and G and M, which would be
cut back to Court Square and Broad Street, respectively. Metro-North and the Long Island Rail Road could
also see some service reductions. The Journal News
reported that east-of-Hudson, Metro-North’s service
cuts could include four off-peak New Haven, three offpeak Hudson, and one peak Harlem Line trains. Westof-Hudson, Metro-North would work with NJ Transit to
eliminate one or two weekend round-trips on the Pascack Valley Line. That should not sit well with Rockland
and Bergen County riders who only received weekend
service on October, 2007.
And that’s not all; fares and tolls could rise 23% next
June, and by an unspecified amount in 2011. There
would be cuts in bus service and 2,700 employee layoffs. The only way that any of this could be reduced
would be with funding from either the state of city, but
Governor Paterson and Mayor Bloomberg have both
spoken about their own fiscal problems, The MTA Board
projects that it will have an estimated $1.2 billion deficit
for the next fiscal year and will likely approve this package at their December meeting.
MTA METRO-NORTH RAILROAD (EAST)
The timetables that went into effect on October 5 also
include the additional pre-holiday weekend trains that
Metro-North operates every year. On Saturdays beginning November 22, two Upper Hudson and 19 outer
New Haven Line trains were added, and on Sundays
beginning November 23, service was increased by
three Harlem, 16 inner New Haven, and five outer New
Haven trains.
Metro-North reported in the October edition of Mileposts that the reconfiguration of Shell Interlocking,
which is south of the New Rochelle station, has been
completed. By rearranging some tracks (moving them
south) and switches, Amtrak trains now move through
the area at higher speeds as they enter/exit the Hell
Gate Line that leads to Penn Station. A new interlocking
was also built to the west of Pelham. At New Rochelle,
an existing track was moved to create a new center island platform and allow expresses to operate through
the station at higher speeds. The main benefit is that
Amtrak trains no longer cross all four tracks to reach the
Hell Gate Line.
For the 2008 New York City Marathon, which took

(Continued on page 9)
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Later in the morning, rail service was resumed between
Hoboken and Bernardsville, where a shuttle bus service
was set up for the last 7.4 miles and three stops to
Gladstone. Normal service was resumed at 4:30 AM,
October 24, however for the evening commute, the following adjustments were made:
● Train #427 (4:32 PM Hoboken) was cancelled.
Passengers for stations to Summit were asked to
use train #879 (4:36 PM Hoboken), which added
stops at Millburn and Short Hills. For stations west
of Summit, the option was Train #429 (5:03 PM
Hoboken)
● Midtown Direct train #6431 (5:18 PM NY Penn)
was cancelled, and passengers were told to take
train #6647 (5:21 PM New York Penn Station),
which added stops at South Orange and Maplewood. Passengers for Gladstone Branch stations
were told to transfer at Summit to Train #433
● Midtown Direct train #6435 (5:50 PM New York
Penn Station) was cancelled. The options: Train
#6651 departed New York Penn Station at 5:51
PM and made additional stops at Brick Church,
South Orange, and Summit or Train #6653 (6:05
PM New York Penn Station), for connection to
Train #437, which departed at 6:50 PM for the
Gladstone Branch
Montclair-Boonton Line riders had their homeward
bound commute disrupted on two consecutive days,
October 28 and October 29, due to a combination of
fallen trees, one of which caused a transformer explosion in Glen Ridge. DeCamp Bus Lines was crosshonoring rail tickets on both dates.
New schedules went into effect on all lines on October
26. Some of the lines include “Getaway” trains for the
eve of Thanksgiving (November 26), Christmas Eve
(December 24), and New Year’s Eve (December 31).
Many trains were re-timed or re-numbered, and there
were some service reductions. Here is a summary of
the changes:
● ATLANTIC CITY: A note on the cover advises that
the weekday and weekend schedules differ. New
trains have been added which depart Atlantic City
on weekdays at 2:45 AM and on Fridays, plus November 26, December 24, and 31, there are departures at 11:47 PM and 1:45 AM. To Atlantic
City, there are two trains, which depart from Philadelphia-30th Street Station at 1:50 and 2:45 AM,
and operate on Fridays and the aforementioned
holiday eves
● MAIN/BERGEN: Weekday evenings, service between Suffern and Waldwick has been reduced to
hourly. Under the August 3 timetables, the last
inbound train, #1134, departed from Suffern at 11
PM. Now, the last train, #1234, departs from
Waldwick at 11:31 PM
● MONTCLAIR-BOONTON: Great Notch remains open

Commuter and Transit Notes
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project, although at times operating on a single track.
Special construction timetables were issued for the
following branches:
● Montauk – November 1-2 to enable track work to
be performed between Babylon and Speonk
● Port Washington – November 8-9 for additional
work at the new Wood Interlocking related to the
East Side Access Project
New timetables under General Order No. 103 were
issued for the period November 10-December 14, with
a turkey and Thanksgiving greetings on the covers. The
Port Jefferson, Babylon, and Montauk Branches operated getaway service on November 26. On Thanksgiving Day, extra trains were operated on the Port Jefferson, Babylon, and Montauk Branches.
At about 7:30 AM November 19, Trains # 31 (6:42 AM
Babylon) and #607 (5:59 AM Port Jefferson) “bumped”
each other just west of Jamaica Station. Of the more
than 1,000 passengers aboard, there were five reported
injuries. Service was suspended for most of the morning and NYCT honored LIRR tickets. Long Island
Newsday reported that four cars of the Babylon train
and one car of the Port Jefferson train were damaged.
This was the second train collision this year in the area
of Jamaica. On March 27, there was a collision between
two trains of M-7s. Less than a week later, LIRR President Helena Williams reported that the cause had been
determined to be an “an electric anomaly in a test of a
new switching system.” In the latest incident, in a statement, LIRR reported that one of the trains "possibly"
went through a stop signal.
NJ TRANSIT
When I was preparing to leave for work on October
21, there were reports of delays of about an hour on all
trains operating on the Northeast Corridor over the Portal Bridge. In its Customer Notice, NJ Transit reported
that Amtrak notified it shortly after 3 AM that there was a
problem on one of the two tracks on Portal Bridge. This
bridge is located between Newark and Secaucus. Initially, only one track would be usable, but at 5:45 AM
Amtrak gave authorization to use both tracks. In the
meantime, arrangements had been made with PATH
and area bus lines to honor rail tickets, and that remained in effect. Commuters from my train were fortunate, as due to Northeast Corridor delays we caught the
train ahead of the one that we normally ride. One of my
co-workers told me that his train sat at Portal Bridge for
40 minutes and a friend reported that his train was 45
minutes late into New York Penn Station.
Two days later, on October 23, Gladstone Branch riders awoke to learn that due to catenary damage at Peapack, there was no service on their branch. The alternatives were to use Lakeland Bus, or get to the Morris &
Essex Morristown or Raritan Valley Somerville stations.

(Continued on page 10)
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and is still served by the same one eastbound AM
and two westbound PM trains. Off-peak service
has been revised to accommodate class schedules at Montclair State University. Several MSU/
Hoboken trains have been removed from the
schedules. The last departure of the day, which
operated out of New York Penn Station until the
August 3 timetable change, has been restored. At
that time, it became Train #201 from Hoboken.
● MORRIS & ESSEX: Comparing the September 28
schedules, I found that a number of trains have
disappeared from the schedules. The note regarding service changes advises that during weekday
off-peak hours, Gladstone Branch passengers will
make most connections to/from New York trains at
Newark Broad Street rather than at Summit. Also,
service between Hackettstown and Dover has
been revised to provide improved connections at
Dover
● NORTHEAST CORRIDOR: Each midday hour, in both
directions, there are:
Trenton-NY local
Trenton-NY express between New Brunswick
and Newark Airport
New Brunswick-Jersey Avenue local
● NORTH JERSEY COAST LINE: Train #3450 (6:18 AM
Aberdeen-Matawan), a train that rarely, if ever,
has operated on time, has been replaced by Train
#3550, which departs from South Amboy at 6:26
AM. Trains #3210 (5:26 AM Long Branch) and
#3500 (6:05 AM South Amboy) have been combined. Train #3210 now departs at 5:37 AM. Train
#2300 now departs from Bay Head at 4:48 AM,
which is 10 minutes earlier. The last departure of
the day is from New York Penn Station at 1:18
AM, every day of the week
● PASCACK VALLEY: In the morning, the first postpeak train, #1620, which formerly departed from
Spring Valley at 10:30 AM, now departs at 9:32
AM. It still operates express between Pearl River
and North Hackensack, and was an ideal train for
those traveling into New York for a matinee under
its former schedule because of its connection with
a train with an 11:38 AM arrival time at New York
Penn Station. I rode that train several times. A
new train has been added from Hoboken at 10:07
AM, which operates to North Hackensack and
turns for a 10:53 AM departure back to Hoboken.
A number of other trains were retimed. Two PM
Peak trains (now #1633 and #1635), which have
been on the timetables for years and made fewer
stops, are now making all stops. Lest you think
that this is not a big deal, I checked my timetable
collection and found that there have always been
10

at least two similarly scheduled afternoon semiexpresses as far back as September 27, 1931,
which is the oldest New Jersey & New York Railroad timetable that I own. Over the years, I have
ridden those trains on numerous occasions.
● RARITAN VALLEY: Trains #5733 (4:45 PM Newark)
and #5747 (7:15 PM Newark) now operate as expresses between Newark and Westfield. To cover
the local stops, new trains #5903 and #5447 have
been added with departures from Newark at 4:45
and 7:22 PM
Cinders reported that the long-delayed weekend Atlantic City Casino Express trains would begin operating
on January 23, 2009. The train will be composed of
multi-level cars sandwiched by an ALP-46 and an exAmtrak P-40.
Thanksgiving service operated as follows:
● Wednesday, November 26: Two extra “Getaway”
trains, which departed from New York Penn Station at 1:32 and 3:25 PM, were operated on the
Northeast Corridor Line. On the North Jersey
Coast Line, “Getaway” Train #8301, which was
shown in timetables as originating at Newark
Penn Station, instead originated at Hoboken Terminal, where it departed at 3:15 PM. After departing Hoboken, this train operated on the schedule
shown in timetables. On the Pascack Valley Line
an earlier train, which departed from Hoboken at
2:51 PM, was operated; however, Train #1633
(5:55 PM Hoboken) was cancelled. Similarly, on
the Port Jervis Line, an early train that departed
from Hoboken at 2:43 PM caused the cancellation
of Train #59 (6:08 Hoboken)
● Thanksgiving Day: On the Northeast Corridor,
several "advance trains," which ran 5-10 minutes
ahead of selected regularly scheduled trains, were
operated to provide additional seating capacity.
These trains operated on an as-needed basis.
Westbound, between 9:03 AM and 1:35 PM, NJ
Transit operated 8 extra trains with various stopping patterns to Trenton
In the October Bulletin I wrote about standing at Secaucus in the 5:24-5:36 PM time period and observing
three trains of Comet Is. At the end of October, I was at
Secaucus at that very same time period and there were
no Comet Is. One Conductor I spoke with told me that
there would be one on a train that arrived after my train
had departed. No – I did not wait to see if this was true.
However, during the weeks of November 10 and 17, I
observed the same four-car train of Comet Is assigned
to various Bergen County Line trains.
Member Bob Kingman reported that apparently at
least four new NJT multi-levels spent most of the week
of October 20 at Kenwood Yard. They were just out of
range to spot numbers until Friday, when they were
moved closer to the street. Unfortunately, then they
(Continued on page 11)
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were blocked by other cars. He did manage to get two:
7279 and 7280. On November 9, after almost a month,
the following cars were observed: 7031, 7281-2, and
7602-4, and on November 13, 7032 and 7605-7.
Effective December 1, Governor Corzine appointed
deputy transportation commissioner Stephen Dilts as
New Jersey’s Transportation Commissioner. He replaced Kris Kolluri, who has served in that position
since March, 2006. Mr. Kolluri is now the CEO of the
Schools Development Authority.
For many years, NJ Transit has published a monthly
seat drop entitled FYI in a multi-folded format. Starting
in October, it appeared as a single page, double-sided
and in color. NJ Transit explained that the information is
being presented in a shorter, easy-to-read manner that
reduces printing costs. Since I am a subscriber to NJ
Transit web mail, I also received an electronic version.
Access to the Region’s Core announced in November
that the final environmental impact statement (FEIS)
had been published for the T.H.E. Tunnel. The bad
news is that the cost has jumped from just over $7 billion to $8.7 billion, and, given the current economic climate, it is unknown where the funds will come from.
Also the project completion has slipped another year to
2017.
PORT AUTHORITY TRANS-HUDSON CORPORATION
The sale of QuickCards, which were introduced on
June 1, 1990, will come to an end on December 30, in
favor of the SmartLink Card. Work to phase them out
began one month earlier. The Port Authority is working
with MasterCard to institute a “tap and pay” smart card,
similar to one that has been in use in selected NYC
Transit Lexington Avenue Subway stations since July,
2006. What is not clear is how an occasional rider
would pay for his or her ride, or if MetroCards would still
be accepted.
With the ongoing construction at the World Trade Center site, another piece of history is no more. The New
York Times reported that during October, the last of the
cast-iron rings that supported one of the original tunnels
that led to Hudson Terminal was removed. Since 2001,
the tunnel had been visible, and while they did not look
large, they were in fact, 15’ 3” in diameter. The Port Authority did salvage 108 of the cast-iron segments that
were 18-24” wide and 5-6’ long, and 115 bolts which are
being stored at JFK Airport’s Hangar 17.
In the November Bulletin I reported that PATH plans
to eliminate service to the World Trade Center for 40
weekends next year. Commenting on this item, which
appeared in the newspapers, member Frank Miklos
wrote in an email: “If I recall correctly, downtown PATH
service was only suspended for one weekend when
they replaced the old Hudson Terminal with the new
World Trade Center terminal and that was only for the
11

weekend when they made the actual cutover of service
from Hudson Terminal to the WTC.”
Henry Deutch wrote, “I was the Project Administrator
for the construction of the original PATH Terminal at the
World Trade Center back in 1972. The support of the
original tubes across the bathtub (the 8-acre excavation
for the Twin Towers, Hotel, and Customs House) consisted for each tube of two continuous trusses on large
diameter caissons set on bedrock, alongside of the
tubes. Very heavy canvas and rubber composite straps
were tunneled under the tubes and connected to the
truss work. Trains moved across the suspended area at
speeds of 5 MPH or less. There were no serious problems.”
AMTRAK
The Fall, 2008/Winter, 2009 edition of Amtrak’s System Timetable (Form T-1) was issued and will be in effect between October 27, 2008 and April, 2009. The
cover shows a section of track in Kenyon, Rhode Island.
On November 14, Amtrak announced that its President and CEO, Alex Kummant, had resigned. He had
served since September 12, 2006 and is being credited
with overseeing the completion of labor agreements
with all of the unions that represent Amtrak's employees. During his tenure, Amtrak experienced strong ridership and revenue growth. William Crosbie, Amtrak's
Chief Operating Officer, has been appointed Acting
President and CEO for an interim period.
Amtrak issued its annual Thanksgiving special timetable (Form T-5) for the period November 25-December 1.
This is Amtrak’s busiest time; last year it carried over
665,000 passengers. Thanks to Bob Hansen for these
two reports.
MUSEUMS
In the October issue of the Shore Line Tripper, one
of Branford’s members wrote of his recollections on the
60th anniversary of the abandonment of trolley service in
the Nutmeg State, which occurred on September 25,
1948. Initially, the buses that replaced the trolleys used
the same timetable, but company officials soon learned
that the buses could not keep to schedule, as they were
delayed pulling up to and away from the curb.
METROPOLITAN AREA
The Journal News reported that the no-longer-used
former Heathcote station of the New York, Westchester
& Boston Railway has been purchased by a Scarsdale
village resident who is managing director of the firm
Engel & Völkers, a European real estate agency. Built in
1912, it was one of eight stations on the White Plains
Branch and served passengers until the line was abandoned on December 31, 1937. The most recent use
was by the Scarsdale Volunteer Ambulance Corps (35
years), which added a second floor, which would be
removed, as well as the garage bay. Some village residents who favor the project would like to see the build(Continued on page 12)
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ing restored as much as it can to its original appearance. I am sure that our late-member, the New York,
Westchester & Boston Railway expert Roger Arcara,
would approve.
ELECTION DAY 2008
Metro Magazine reported that voters approved more
than $75 billion in funding for 32 transportation projects
in 16 states. Interest in public transportation has apparently been spurred by this past summer’s record high
price of gas. These are some of the transit initiatives
which were passed:
● California: High-Speed Rail Project
● Los Angeles County: Measure R will provide additional funding for transit capital projects that enable them to be completed much sooner
● Seattle: Proposition 1, a $17.9 billion measure to
expand light rail, commuter, and bus service
● Honolulu: A city charter amendment supporting
the 20-mile elevated steel-rail transit system from
Kapolei to Ala Moana, estimated to cost $5 billion
Railway Age reported that transit initiatives failed to
win approval in St. Louis, where voters were asked to
approve an increase the sales tax by half a cent, and for
an $815 million, 14-mile LRT line in Kansas City. It was
believed that the latter failed due to some local confusion and debate over proposed service.
INDUSTRY
On October 1, President Bush signed the Rail Safety
Investment and Improvement Act of 2008. Some of the
provisions include $13.1 billion in funding for Amtrak
over the next five years. However, the centerpiece of
this legislation is that positive train control must be installed on all main line tracks where inter-city, commuter, and toxic hazmat trains operate, by December
31, 2015. There are also provisions for Conductor certification and hours-of-service (at least 10 uninterrupted
hours off duty following 12 hours on duty). The legislation contains a three-year exemption for passenger train
employees, during which time the hours of service limitation will be studied by FRA. There is also a provision
for locomotive cab safety which requires FRA to study
the safety impact of using personal electronic devices
except for company business and then only when there
is more than one crewmember present in the cab.
2008 IN REVIEW
The table below shows latest available information
about transit projects/expansions of service that are
scheduled to come on-line this year.

OPERATOR

AREA

LINE

January
12

NJ Transit

Wayne/Route
23

Boonton

January
21

NJ Transit

Mt. Arlington

Boonton

March 9

North County
Transit District

OceansideEscondido

Sprinter
LRT

April 17

April 26

April 26

September 29

NOTES
Wayne/Route
23 station
opens
Mt. Arlington
station opens
Revenue
service begins. 15 sta-

Contract
awarded for
HudsonNJ Transit
New Jersey
construction
Bergen LRT
of 8th Street
station
Revenue
service begins
Utah Transit
between
Authority Front- Salt Lake City North Line Ogden and
Runner
SLC; 7 stations, 38 miles

Utah Transit
Authority

Salt Lake City

TRAX

Utah Transit
Authority Front- Salt Lake City North Line
Runner

Four-block
extension
from Delta
Center to
FrontRunner
station
Service extended one
station to

October
15

NJ Transit

Bayonne

Construction
Hudsonbegins for 8th
Bergen LRT
Street station

December 27

Valley Metro Rail

Phoenix

Metro Light
Rail

December 27

New Mexico Rail
Runner Express Albuquerque

Phase II

Service begins
Extension
from Bernalillo
to Santa Fe; 5
stations, 18
miles

Moved to 2009:
● Austin – Capitol Metrorail
● Chicago – Metra 35th Street/Cellular Field station
● Calgary – Northwest LRT Extension to Crowfoot
● Edmonton – South LRT Phase II
● New York/New Jersey - Start of T.H.E. (ARC) Tunnel construction
● Portland, Oregon – West Side Express
These projects were reported in the January, 2008
Bulletin as taking place this year, but I have been unable to obtain any updated information:
● Los Angeles – Metrolink 91 Line Extension from
Riverside to Perris
● NJ Transit:
● Opening of 31st Street entrance at New York
Penn Station
● New Raritan Valley Connection at Newark station
(Continued on page 13)
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●

Weekend service on Montclair-Boonton Line
San Francisco – Caltrain Extension from 4th/
Townsend to Transbay Terminal
● Washington, DC – Anacostia Streetcar
Updates will be provided in future editions of the Bulletin.
OTHER TRANSIT SYSTEMS
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS
On October 27, new schedules went into effect on the
Framingham/Worcester, Franklin, Greenbush,
Needham, Kingston/Plymouth, and Providence/
Stoughton Lines. The changes only affect weekday
trains, and were made to ease congestion at South Station as well as to accommodate Amtrak schedule
changes.
Turned down by Amtrak and the distributor, MBTA has
turned to eBay to sell its obsolete Solari train departure
board, which formerly hung at South Station. This sign
was replaced by a digital version in June, and for a
minimum bid of $500, the high bidder will responsible
for removing it. MBTA is just interested in covering the
costs of removing and disposing it.
The Boston Globe, in an article titled “T Betting on
Untried Firm to Build Fleet; Korean Outfit Has Scant
U.S. Presence,” cited the transit agency’s past experience — long delays — in purchasing new rolling stock,
e.g., Breda Green Line LRVs and Siemens Blue Line
cars. Rotem officials and “T” employees who evaluated
the contract proposals say the company made the best
offer - both technically and financially - and that it has a
strong worldwide reputation and the cars will arrive on
schedule. Four pilot cars are coaches due in October,
2010 with deliveries of the rest of the fleet the following
August. To win the contract, Rotem’s bid was $30 million lower than Kawasaki, its only competitor. MBTA
staff rated Rotem slightly higher than Kawasaki in technical quality, despite Kawasaki's American track record,
according to bidding documents obtained by the Globe.
A Kawasaki official told the Globe that his company
complained to MBTA about the rating process, but did
not file a formal protest because Kawasaki wanted to
preserve its relationship with the “T.” Still, he confirmed
that his firm could not match Rotem's low price.
October 31 marked the first anniversary of the start-up
of service on the Greenbush Line. The Scituate Mariner reported that on September 24, MBTA counted
2,118 passengers going to Boston between 5:40 and 9
AM. In July, that number was 1,817. Last November it
was 1,379, which translates into a 53.6% increase in a
little less than a year.
At about 8:45 AM on November 14, two Green Line
cars collided at the Boylston Street station. Seven of the
approximately 500 passengers were taken to local hospitals for treatment of neck and back pains. Buses re●
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placed the trolleys until shortly before 10:30 AM. Member Todd Glickman wrote that it was called a "hard coupling" by MBTA. Several days later, the “T” reported that
two crewmembers who were involved in separate
Green Line accidents over the past week tested positive
for drugs or alcohol, raising questions about the level of
substance abuse among the employees. These individuals were drug-tested after the incident, which is required by federal law, and have been suspended.
MBTA has been rebuffed by the Federal Transit Administration in its request for matching funds to purchase two locomotives from Vossloh Espana S.A., a
Spanish subsidiary of a German firm. FTA, which would
provide 80% of the cost, refused to waive the “Buy
America” requirements. The two locomotives were to be
part of a 28-unit order due for 2011 that MBTA projects
will cost $186 million. If awarded the contract, the balance of the order would be assembled in Kentucky. MotivePower, Incorporated, was the only other bidder.
Thanks to Todd Glickman for these reports.
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA
Member Lee Winson wrote that when he sees Budd/
St. Louis cars on the weekends, the crews tell him they
are preferred over newer equipment. “How widespread
that feeling is I don't know. For what it's worth, Budd/St.
Louis cars have self-lapping air brake valves compared
to straight brake valves on newer cars. The newer cars
have PA systems, dynamic brakes, and power side
doors.”
Lee also wrote that Route 66 is back as a trackless
trolley line. “Last night (October 29), after the Phillies’
World Series victory, a large crowd gathered at Frankford & Cottman Avenues, blocking the street. Supposedly the new coaches have 'off wire' capability to detour
around such blockages. I wonder if it was utilized last
night, or if they just used diesel buses instead. Incidentally, the detour was listed on SEPTA's
web page and so apparently it was anticipated and
planned for.
In another report sent by Lee, SEPTA provided customer service agents at the Trenton Transit Center to
assist holiday passengers transferring between SEPTA
and NJT and Amtrak. They were to be on duty Saturdays and Sundays from November 22 through January
4, Wednesday, November 26 (Thanksgiving eve), and
Friday, November 28 (Black Friday). Employees from
SEPTA and NJ TRANSIT attended training sessions to
familiarize themselves with each other’s services.
SEPTA reported the Broad Street Subway carried record ridership for the Phillies and Eagles games over
the weekend of October 24-25.
On Thursday October 30, a celebration was held in
Philadelphia to celebrate the Phillies’ World Series victory over the Tampa Bay Rays. The Regional Rail lines
carried 300,000, compared with a normal Friday load of
130,000. The Broad Street Subway carried 400,000
(Continued on page 14)
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against a normal total of 150,000. Ridership also set a
one-day record in the 39-year history of PATCO, which
recorded 97,607 trips, which is 20,000 more riders than
the last time the Phillies were World Series champs in
1980. Lines to buy PATCO tickets were backed up and
packed trains sped past stations, causing midday commuters up to a two-hour delay. The Courier-Post reported PATCO hired cashiers to sell round-trip tickets at
the station to supplement the ticket machines, but the
demand was too great. Normal weekday ridership is
now 38,000.
If you think that the current financial mess does not
affect the transit industry, member Dave Safford wrote
that the October 25 edition of The Philadelphia Inquirer noted that both SEPTA and NJ Transit may well
be significantly impacted by the ongoing economic meltdown. Apparently AIG is the insurer for the new equipment loans in which the cars (for example) are in fact,
owned by a financial institution and leased to a railroad.
As AIG’s credit, even with the bailout, has been downgraded, under the loan terms the institution holding the
leases may call them in, leaving the railroads with the
options of finding another insurer or ponying up the
cash on the barrelhead. There do not at the moment
appear to be a lot of volunteers for option 1, and of
course option 2 would destroy the railroads’ finances.
There is some, currently wishful, thought that the feds
may act as the insurer, but half the country seems to be
elbowing their way into that trough.
Dave also wrote that there was a lengthy article in the
Inquirer about the new Silverliner Vs, and it basically
confirmed and amplified his previous note (which appeared in the November Bulletin) concerning the Engineers’ objections to the new cabs.
The Philadelphia Inquirer (November 19) reported
“Your government at work:” The feds and the state have
just put $2.9 million into renewing the track and overhead of 3,000 feet of the Route 23 car line, incidental to
the reconstruction of a portion of Germantown Avenue.
The downside? The route has not seen a car since
1992 (except for a short time “tourist” trolley in Germantown itself). Moreover, SEPTA has reiterated its view
that buses are more appropriate and that it has no intention whatsoever of restoring streetcars to the route.
As, in theory, the line has not been “abandoned,” but is
merely in a temporary hiatus, the tracks and wire are
intact over the entire line, once the longest in the city at
12.5 miles. So why? Apparently the neighbors have the
onions to have the rebuild funded, but insufficient clout
to move SEPTA. Oh well, there’s always the Trolley Car
Diner, which has old 2134 in service as an adjunct ice
cream shop.
SEPTA issued new timetables effective October 26,
and the press release appeared on SEPTA’s web site
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on October 23. Dave, who kindly sent copies, wrote that
the short notice caught many commuters off guard.
They first appeared in bins on Friday, and those who
had not had a chance to pick up copies like Dave, who
did not use the train on that day, went to catch their
usual trains on Monday and learned that trains had
been rescheduled for a few minutes earlier.
Member Bob Wright sent these comments: “Rumor
has it that the ex-NJT push-pull set will go into service
with the October 26 schedule change - it has been out
in testing on the Airport Line in the week prior. At first,
the thought was that the cars would be added to existing push-pull consists to expand them, but now we're
hearing that the Comets will run together as an additional train. With the track records of SEPTA's locos,
this will be interesting - there continues to be roughly
one failure a week with the locos. Another rumor: the
destination signs on the Kawasaki LRVs will be replaced. The cars have the old-style curtains and allegedly will be fitted with electronic signs. Will keep an eye
on this.”
From Cinders: SEPTA will reportedly renumber the 8
Comets that it purchased from NJ Transit 2450-2451
(cab cars) and 2601-2606 (coaches). Plans called for
their introduction into service on Monday, October 27.
Seven of the cars would be run in a solid train. The cars
are receiving refurbishing of seats, floors, and interiors,
and grounding devices for operation behind electric locomotives. The cars in the train of Bombardier coaches
that is being replaced will be dispersed to the other
push/pull trains: R2/Wilmington-Newark (1), R3/West
Trenton (1), R3/Media-Elwyn (1), R5/Paoli-Thorndale
(3), and R7/Trenton (1).
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND
MARC issued a Brunswick timetable as of October 6,
with some minor time changes. However, MTA MD reported that due to a shortfall in revenue that supports
MARC train and commuter bus services since the start
of the fiscal year on July 1, MTA must reduce its budget.
There will be reductions in the administrative budget,
but some MARC bus services are proposed for elimination on January 12, 2008. Public hearings are being
held this month. One proposal would eliminate 10-trip
tickets. There would also be service reductions such as
elimination of service on Columbus Day, Veterans Day,
and the day after Thanksgiving.
This year a Holiday schedule, rather than a full schedule, would operate on Christmas Eve and the week between Christmas and New Year’s Day, including the day
after New Year’s Day. No service would operate on December 26, 2008, the day after Christmas.
After January 12, 2009, Penn Line Trains #445 and
447 (8:40 PM and 9:30 PM Baltimore), and 446 and
448 (10:05 PM and 11 PM), would be eliminated.
MARCs suggested alternatives are to use earlier trains
or Amtrak. On the Brunswick Line, there are two pro(Continued on page 15)
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posed changes. Train #871 (1:45 PM Washington, D.C./
Brunswick) would only operate on Fridays, rather than
every day. Train #883 (7:15 PM Washington, D.C./
Martinsburg, West Virginia) would be terminated at
Brunswick. This would leave just two trains in each direction to Martinsburg. MARC’s suggested alternative is
to use earlier trains.
Since early November, MTA MD’s LRVs have been
affected by flat wheels caused by falling leaves. Member Steve Erlitz reported that on Friday, November 14,
MTA announced that it was suspending service north of
North Avenue and cancelling the Penn Station shuttle
again indefinitely. Only single cars are running from
North Avenue to points south with buses replacing the
cars on the suspended lines. Service had been suspended for some days earlier that week. Late on Friday,
November 20, MTA announced resumption of light rail
service north of North Avenue effective November 23,
though some trains would operate only with one car.
The Penn Station shuttle remained closed.
WASHINGTON, D.C. AREA
In an effort to minimize the next fare increase VRE
made some schedule changes. During the month of
November, VRE did not operate any service on Veterans Day, Thanksgiving, or the day after Thanksgiving.
VRE announced that there would be a 7% mid-year
fare increase on January 5, 2009. Because monthly
tickets are sold in advance, they were on sale at the
new fares beginning December 10.
There is a great deal of interest in attending the inauguration of President Barack Obama on January 20,
2009. VRE reported that it had not budgeted for this
event and was working with the Inaugural Committee to
determine how best its service can be used to help
bring people in and out of the Washington, D.C. area.
Metro plans to eliminate paper transfers next month in
a move designed to save the agency money and encourage riders to use SmarTrip®. Currently, bus riders
can request a paper transfer that they can use to ride
another Metrobus for free. Instead, only bus riders using SmarTrip® cards will be able to make that free busto-bus transfer and discounted rail-to-bus transfers.
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
The October issue of On The Bi-level reported that
during the first half of 2008, Metra carried 5.2% more
riders than for the comparable period last year. These
riders also created Metra’s highest January thru June
ridership total – 42.6 million trips. The highest gains
were on the Union Pacific North Line (Kenosha) and
North Central Line (Antioch), each +13.5%, and on the
Milwaukee North (Fox Lake) Line, + 12.5%, although
the increases were across the board. Carrying the anchor was the Heritage Corridor (Joliet), at 2.5%.
For the first time, Metra operated additional
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(outbound) service on Halloween. The lines that scheduled this service were: BNSF, UP North, UP Northwest,
UP West, and Metra Electric.
Because Illinois is the home state of (now) Presidentelect Barack Obama, his campaign held its Election
Night gathering in Grant Park. In order to accommodate
the estimated 240,000 who attended, Metra operated
additional inbound service during the afternoon of November 4 on all lines except for the Heritage Corridor,
SouthWest Service, and North Central Service lines,
which operated their normal weekday schedules.
NICTD added cars to some of its trains. Thanks to
member Jim Beeler for these two reports.
To provide more capacity, pending approval by the
Illinois legislature to fund additional rolling stock, Metra
has repurchased 14 old cars that were sold in recent
years.
Due to popular requests, Metra has begun to reissue
the wallet-sized timetables.
CHESTERTON, INDIANA
NICTD issued new timetables effective November 11,
copies of which were sent by Jim Beeler. The purpose
was to make some minor running time and dwell time
adjustments to reflect actual performance. Westbound,
five trains depart from various stations between one and
six minutes earlier and eastbound, Hegewisch and all
eastward stations in Indiana were designated as “d”
stops for eastbound rush hour trains. A “d” stop means
eastbound rush hour trains will depart after discharging
passengers and trains may depart up to 4 minutes earlier than the scheduled departure time. Two trains now
depart from Millennium Station 5 and 15 minutes earlier.
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA
On October 29, the Counties Transit Improvement
Board granted $9.9 million, using funding from the
new ¼% metro sales tax, to complete construction of a
station for the city of Fridley. Fridley now joins Lake, Elk
River, Anoka, Coon Rapids-Riverdale, and Downtown
Minneapolis as Northstar Commuter Rail station sites.
Opening day is set for late 2009.
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI
In early November, Metro placed a new turn track into
service at the Fairview Heights Station. This allows the
extension of service, which formerly turned at Emerson
Park, three stations further east into the state of Illinois.
With this improvement, during peak hours, there is a 5minute headway; off-peak, every 10 minutes. The lines
have also been designated as the Red and Blue Lines.
Lambert Airport to Shiloh-Scott is now the Red Line;
Shrewsbury to Fairview Heights is the Blue Line. The
signs on the trains have been changed to include this
scheme.
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH
Member Pete Donner visited Salt Lake City recently,
and sent this report. “One of my goals was to hopefully
ride former NJ Transit Comets in service. I was fortu(Continued on page 16)
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nate as two train sets had a rehabbed Comet in their
consist. The typical trainset for FrontRunner is a bi-level
cab (a roster was published in the November Bulletin),
two bi-level coaches and an MP36 PH-3S engine on the
north end (the engines have a digital run number box
mounted in the triangle formed by the engine headlights). The Comet cars have been numbered into the
300-series (please see roster below), and are usually
positioned behind the locomotive. Observable modifications to the cars include painting of the coaches into the
UTA paint scheme (white body with a blue cap and diagonal stripe on one end and a red cap and diagonal
stripe on the other. After having seen these cars for almost 40 years, it was strange to see them
painted). Passengers control the access/egress from
the train cars, which necessitated installation of a push
to open door button on the interior and exterior of the
cars. Inside the cars, five rows of seats (a mix of 2 and
3-seaters) were removed and the next row ‘reversed’ to
permit club style seating.” (Editor’s Note: Pete sent a copy
of the current timetable, which is dated July 14.)
“During the week, 30-minute headways are operated during the day with a couple of extra peak period
trains. 60-minute service is operated on Saturday; however, no service is provided on Sundays. One AM and
PM train was recently extended from Ogden to Pleasant
View. Because of the requirement to have a Union Pacific pilot onboard the UTA train while operating on UP
tracks, (due to lack of wayside signaling), additional
service to Pleasant View will not take place until a signal system is installed for the UTA trackage. In the
Warm Springs yard complex were at least 20 former
Metra Gallery cars. Unfortunately the cars have been
severely vandalized and the acquisition of the Comets
may have eliminated the need to refurbish those cars
for service.
“TRAX Notes: Service is operated on two routes;
North/South from Salt Lake City to Sandy and East/
West from Salt Lake to the University of Utah complex. The East/West line is the more interesting of the
two as the line climbs an ‘S’-shaped hill en route to the
University and then threads its way through the University. Siemens LRVs provide the majority of service in
trains up to four cars in length. (A small yard exists just
beyond the new multi-modal terminal enabling cars to
be cut or added as needed without having to return to
the yard. Former Valley Transit Authority (San Jose)
UTDC LRVs provide some service on the East/West
Line. An Operator mentioned that these cars will soon
undergo a mid-life overhaul and will be painted in the
UTA paint scheme previously described. Apparently one
car has been repainted but I didn't see it during the time
I spent there. A premium all-day pass, which is honored
on all UTA services (including Front Runner), can be
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obtained for $14.50 from station TVMs, which fortunately accept credit cards.” Pete kindly sent copies of
the latest TRAX timetable, which is also dated July 13,
2008.
Thanks to member Andrew Grahl, who sent the roster,
which shows the re-numbering of the Comet Is.
UTA NUMBER
301
302
303
304
305
306
307
308
309
310
311
312
313
314
315
316
317
318
319
320
321
322
323
324
325

NJT NUMBER
1704
1705
1706
1710
1711
1714
1715
1718
1723
1724
1727
1731
1732
1734
1735
1736
1750
1751
1753
1754
1755
1757
1758
1759
1760

PORTLAND, OREGON
Tri-Met announced on November 7 that civil construction on the future WES Commuter Rail line was now
substantially complete. Test trains are operating between Wilsonville and the Beaverton Transit Center.
Crews are also testing the signal system, which is leading up to a February 2 start-up of service.
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA
While out in California, Pete Donner visited San Diego
and sent recent schedules, as well as a color brochure
issued by San Diego Vintage Trolley, Inc. The brochure
also contains photos of San Diego‘s original PCCs. This
is the group that owns three ex-San Francisco PCCs,
which were the focus of a news item in the November
Bulletin. Thanks to digital photography software, SF
Muni PCC 1078 (in San Diego colors) appears in a
photo next to an MTS LRV at the Gaslamp Quarter station. SDVTI is a 501(c)3 non-profit subsidiary of the
Metropolitan Transit System, and is seeking funds for
the restoration of these cars.
TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA
Would you believe it? The increased weight of Toronto’s new (heavier) tokens, which were introduced to
reduce fraud, is threatening to collapse the Toronto
Transit Commission's counting office. Problems with the
22-year-old building where fares are separated and
(Continued on page 20)
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BROOKLYN TROLLEY DEPOTS
(One in an occasional series)
This month, we look at DeKalb Shops. All pictures are from Bernard Linder’s collection except bottom right, which
he took.

The shops were reconstructed in 1931.

DeKalb Shops, DeKalb and Seneca Avenues, September 5,
1916.

Two more views of the 1931 reconstruction of DeKalb Shops. The shop was built to do heavy repairs.

DeKalb Shop’s yard on September 25, 1950.

A mechanic stands near d.c.
motors.
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STATEN ISLAND RAILWAY TRIP REPORT
by Marc Glucksman
(Photographs by the author)
On October 25, the New York Division visited the
county of Richmond for a rare chance to ride subway
cars pulled by diesel engines. The equipment for the trip
included Alco diesels 821 (ex-U.S. Army) and 407 (exLIRR) and a pair of R-44S/MUE-2s (N-464-466-S). Car
466 is the highest numbered R-44S, which was from
the last large order of passenger railcars that the St.
Louis Car Company produced. The R-44S/MUE-2
(country cousin) differs from its more well-known urban
cousin R-44 in several ways, including FRA-mandated
grab handles. The original group of 52 was later
supplemented by an additional 12 cars which were
transferred from New York City Transit, bringing the total
to 64. They are not subway cars, although similarities
are striking....
The excursion covered every revenue mile that SIR
serves, including the Ballpark station. There were
several episodes of wrong-railing to allow in-service
trains to pass. All told, we made more than a dozen
stops, which allowed for many unusual views and

combination pictures. After a lunch break at Tottenville,
we stopped at Atlantic, a station that may soon be
closed.
At Clifton Shops, we were given time to view the
facility and other pieces of work equipment. Except for
the more substantial repairs that are performed at
Coney Island, all of SIR's fleet is serviced here.
Diesels 057 and 058 (borrowed from NYCT) and
RD344 (ex-R-22 7441) are coupled to form a "Special
Operations" train that performs maintenance on the line.
These Alcos are to be retired and the borrowed diesels
returned as soon as four new Brookville BL-20GHs are
delivered. The Brookville engines are the same model
as those presently being accepted by Metro-North and
the Connecticut Department of Transportation. As noted
in the November meeting notice, the New York Division
is hoping to arrange a similar trip with this new
equipment. Thanks again to a very friendly group of
people who went to extraordinary lengths to make this
an enjoyable day for all.

Ballpark, home of the Staten Island Yankees, receives service
only when the team is playing.

One of the first stops was Dongan Hills, a typical sideplatform SIR station.

Our hosts arranged many meets, including this one at
Annadale.

After leaving Clifton Shops, we entrained two vintage
cabooses (607 and 620) for the return trip to St. George.
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PATH HARRISON SHOP TRIP REPORT
by Marc Glucksman
(Photographs by the author)
The Division's November 1 trip to the PATH Harrison
maintenance facility was an exciting opportunity to view
the new PA-5s and see older equipment before it is
retired. The trip began with the unusual opportunity to
wrong -rail out of Newark Penn Station to Harrison due
to weekend construction work. From there, the
group took a bus to the facility.
Our tour began with a walk through the shop area,
where various PAs were awaiting repairs. A partially
finished PA-5 mockup was visible in the distance (no
number assigned). At the adjoining inspection area, our
guide discussed standards the PATH must comply with
as an FRA-regulated Class One Railroad. In the wheel
truing shop, we saw where wheels are ground without
having to disassemble the truck.

The new Kawasaki PA-5s were assembled into a 7car train (S-5600-5602-5102-5100-5101-5103-5603N). Car 5601 was also present.
The 5600s are A cars with cabs, and the 5100s are C
cars no cabs. The guide identified an approximate A220/C-120 split in the order. He also acknowledged the
disappearance of the "railfan" seat in the new design,
owing to new electric equipment. PATH plans to replace
its entire fleet with this order, requiring this facility to
be completely retooled to maintain the new cars. It was
rumored that some of the retired cars are being sold to
Lima, Peru, so get out your passports.
We extend our thanks to PATH, and hope that we can
return when the PA-5s have been delivered to see the
new cars.

On the left is the “80% finished” mockup, without number. Contrast it with PA-1 151, built in 1964.

A 7-car train of PA-5s, car 5603 on the north end.

Mixed trains of PAs await inspection.

Trains rest on Sunday, awaiting the Monday morning rush.
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Around New York’s Transit System
Screen Will Display Location of L Trains
For more than a year, electronic signs and announcements have been telling passengers approximately how
many minutes they will have to wait for the next L train.
If a train is held in a station, this system can be wrong
because it uses a computer program based on a set
schedule.
After receiving several complains from passengers,
the L line’s General Manager consulted experts who
said they could capture real-time locations from the L

line’s computerized operating system. To display this
information, the General Manager bought three 42-inch
flat screen television sets on sale for $999 each.
The system is being perfected and it is functioning in a
room at NYC Transit’s headquarters. Beginning in December, the TV sets will be installed at each end of the
Myrtle Avenue station of the L line. Because the data
will be updated every 15 seconds, passengers will be
able to watch the trains move along the tracks.

New York City Subway Car Update

near term we should also see the concluding introduction of up to 510 R-160A-2s and R-160Bs at Coney Island, then witness the project as it moves on to Jamaica, where up to 780 of the R-160s (both Alstoms
and Kawasakis) are projected to ultimately reside by the
end of Option II. Needless to say the face of the
Queens IND as we’ve known it for many years is in the
advent of a significant change, so as historical observers please be governed accordingly.
I hope you had a happy Thanksgiving, and wish you
all the best for the holiday season ahead.

(Continued from page 7)

As of November 14, 2008 there was still one retired
slant R-40 at 207th Street (4277), as well as 60 Phase II
R-32 shells that were ready to be loaded on the next
outbound barges in November and December.
Conclusion
So at last we have our answer as to how retirement of
the “classic” R-38 fleet will be achieved, once a handful
of short-term operational hurdles are overcome. In the
Commuter and Transit Notes
(Continued from page 16)

counted have required engineers to shore up the basement and reinforce floors to deal with tons of additional
weight. TTC reported that counterfeiters had a field day
stamping out cheap aluminum tokens, which were accepted by the agency’s turnstiles. Two years ago, all
collected fares weighed about seven tons, but now, with
the heavier tokens and increased coin cash fares, the
floor load is about 70 tons, the report said. TTC spokesman Brad Ross told the newspaper the building is in no
danger of collapse and ongoing work to shore it up
should cost less than $1 million. Thanks to member
David Erlitz for sending this report from The Toronto
Sun.
BANGKOK, THAILAND
Todd Glickman was back in Bangkok on business for
MIT. He reported that the Bangkok Office of Transport
and Traffic Policy and Planning will move forward with a
common ticketing scheme aimed at making Bangkok's
mass transit systems seamless. Currently, the sevenyear-old BTS SkyTrain uses paper tickets dispensed
from vending machines; the four-year-old MRT subway
uses RFID technology on plastic "tokens" and smartcards. As the two systems were independently built and
are still operated by separate private consortia, there
are different fare schemes and no free transfers between the two. The office announced in mid-October
20

that an integrated ticket, by providing access to both the
SkyTrain and MRT subway, would encourage more passengers to travel by rapid transit and help reduce rushhour traffic jams. The common ticket system will not
only offer more convenience to commuters, but will also
give system operators travel information on their customers in order to support the government's future infrastructure development policy. Todd could not find
out which fare media would dominate, or if both technologies would be accepted throughout.
The SkyTrain system now sees 400,000 trips on
an average day, and the MRT subway 200,000 trips.
Government officials expect that to grow to a combined
2.5 million trips per day when five new lines are opened
between now and 2012. The government will designate
the current SkyTrain as the "Green Line" and MRT subway as the "Blue Line." Under construction is the Airport
metro (yet another non-compatible system) and three
Green Line extensions. Other SkyTrain and MRT lines
are in the planning process.
FROM THE HISTORY FILES
105 Years Ago: December 14, 1903 marked the debut
of the New Haven Railroad’s premier train, The Merchants Limited, which connected Boston with New York
City.
50 Years Ago: On December 8, 1958, Los Angeles
MTA ended service on the San Pedro Line.
News items and comments concerning this column may be
emailed to NYDnewseditor@aol.com.
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HIGH-SPEED BROADWAY LOCAL SERVICE
BEGAN IN 1959
Fifty years ago, NYC Transit made the biggest change in Broadway-Seventh Avenue
service since the subway opened in 1904.
The 96th Street bottleneck was eliminated by
revising the schedule. Effective February 6,
1959, trains no longer switched on the double crossover north of the station. All Broadway trains were locals while Lenox Avenue
and Bronx trains operated on the express
track.
This improved service could not be implemented until the platform extensions were
completed and the new, faster cars were
placed in service. The original platforms north
of Times Square just barely accommodated
the 6-car locals with one HV reg (manually
operated doors) at each end or 5-car locals
with only one HV reg car. At these stations,
the end door of the HV reg car was opened,
but the center door remained closed.
Platform extensions at the local stations
were nearly completed in 1958, but there
were problems at the express stations. At
72nd Street, the track layout was rearranged
to make room for the extensions. The most
difficult work was at the 96th Street station.
The only way to extend and widen the platforms was to move the local tracks and the
outside walls. A new mezzanine with stairways to the street was built between W. 93rd
and W. 94th Streets. The 91st Street platforms
were not extended and the station was
closed on February 2, 1959.
When the new schedules went into effect
on February 6, 1959, 8-car Broadway locals
operating on a 2-minute headway furnished
rush hour service. The R-21s and R-22s,
which had higher acceleration and decelera-

tion than the Hi-Vs they replaced, were able
to cut the running time so that it was practically the same as the express trains, as
shown in the following table:
RUNNING TIME
Station

Express Prior to
February 6,
1959

Local Effective
February 6,
1959

242nd Street

0

0

96th Street

27

25

Times Square

34

35½

Chambers Street

42

47

Local service between 96th Street and
South Ferry was increased by 92 percent.
The operating officials finally eliminated the
congestion at the crossovers north of 96th
Street, a problem that had persisted since the
subway was opened.
An article, “The Impact of the IRT on New
York City,” written by Clifton Hood and published in the Historic American Engineering Record, explains how the IRT was able
to increase service by modifying the signal
system. In 1908, the company began to install a new signal system designed to increase the number of express trains in service. When a train was in the station, the
original signal system held the next train in
the block beyond the station. The system
proposed by an expert, Bion Arnold, consisted of several automatic speed control
devices that enabled trains to enter the station block slowly rather than stop completely
in the next block. These time signals auto(Continued on page 18)
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PCC CAR RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
by Bernard Linder
ary 7, 1939, after which it was scrapped in the Avenue J
sand pit.

The PCCs were different from the older cars. Because
they were quiet, smooth, and speedy, they provided
greater passenger comfort. A detailed description of the
cars was published in the previous issue.
To compete with buses and automobiles, transit officials decided to modernize their trolley fleets. In 1929, a
group of 25 leading presidents of large street railways
discussed methods of building a modern street car. At
the October, 1929 meeting of the Advisory Council, they
agreed to develop a new type of car. Dr. C.F. Hirschfeld,
Director of Research for the Detroit Edison Company,
was named President. Dr. Thomas Conway, Jr., President of the Cincinnati & Lake Erie Railroad, was instructed to study and report to these senior executives.
He was appointed Chairman at a meeting held in Chicago in December, 1929 at which the Presidents’ Conference Committee was formed. (The name “PCC” was
derived from the initials of the committee.) Interested
railway companies and the manufacturers of cars and
equipment were asked to subscribe $500,000 in roughly
equal proportions. Because of the large sums spent
perfecting the design, the PCC was nicknamed the Million Dollar Trolley Car.
Research and development continued for several
years. Because Brooklyn & Queens Transit favored trolley cars for heavily traveled lines, the company performed most of the work. The Ninth Avenue Depot became the research laboratory and field tests were conducted on Coney Island Avenue. Before ordering the
cars, two prototypes were tested.
The Edward B. Watson/Arthur J. Lonto collection is
our source for the following:

PCC MODEL B
The Committee ordered a prototype that was built by
Pullman in 1934 in accordance with the specifications
developed by the Presidents’ Conference Committee. It
was in service on the Chicago Railway lines from July
to September, 1934. At the September 24-27, 1934
American Transit Association’s Cleveland convention,
5200, 5300, Chicago’s Brill 4001, and Pullman 7001
were exhibited. The Model B 5300 was shipped to
Brooklyn by October 11, 1934, exhibited at Albee
Square on October 18, 1934, and placed in service on
Fulton Street the next day. Shortly afterwards, the car
was transferred to the Flatbush Avenue Line. Subsequent tests revealed that the car’s braking system was
faulty. Many years ago, your Editor-in-Chief’s supervisor
informed him that the car lost its brakes, which were
energized by 600 volts, when the pole dewired under
the structure, probably at DeKalb Avenue and Broadway. The car performed just as poorly when its brakes
were energized from the battery. Because of low battery
voltage, the lack of braking power was unable to prevent it from colliding with a truck that cut it off at Fulton
and Furman Streets in 1935. The badly damaged car
was repaired, but it never ran again. It was stored at
DeKalb Shop, dismantled there on June 16, 1938, and
retired on November 4, 1938.
After studying the prototypes’ performance B&QT ordered 100 PCC cars, which ran well. The first car, 1001,
was delivered on June 1, 1936. At a tercentenary celebration parade, Progress of Surface Transportation,
held in the evenings of June 5-6, 1936 on Surf Avenue,
car 1001 was exhibited together with convertible 3713,
a Broadway (Manhattan) stage coach, and a horse car.
On October 1, 1936, there was a ceremony at Park
Row just before the cars began revenue service on the
Smith-Coney Island Line. Mayor LaGuardia cut the ribbon in front of 1009, the first PCC to cross the Brooklyn
Bridge to Brooklyn. On the same day, 1027 was exhibited at Albee Square. From October 1-4, PCCs were
exhibited for two days at Albee Square and two more
days at Williamsburg Bridge Plaza.
Cars were delivered gradually in 1936-7 and were
placed in service on the following lines as soon as they
were delivered:
● Smith-Coney Island — October 1, 1936
● McDonald-Vanderbilt — December 14, 1936
● Seventh Avenue — January 10, 1937
● Erie Basin—January 18, 1937
● Church Avenue — February 11, 1951
The PCCs increased ridership by 33 percent. Of the

PCC MODEL A
Car 5200 was built by the Twin Coach Company, a
bus manufacturer, in 1929. It was a Twin Coach bus
demonstrator mounted on standard trolley trucks. This
demonstrator was originally exhibited at the American
Electric Railway Association Convention at Atlantic City
in October, 1929. It arrived at DeKalb Shop on October
11, 1929, was exhibited at Borough Hall on November
12, 1929, and was placed in service on DeKalb Avenue
on November 13, 1929. This car, which was equipped
with a passimeter (turnstile), seated 52 passengers. It
weighed 27,800 pounds and was 45 feet long and 8
feet wide. It was exhibited at the Cleveland Convention
of the American Transit Association, together with 5300,
from September 24-27, 1934, and operated on Cleveland Railway’s lines. The car was returned to Brooklyn
in October, 1934. PCC trucks together with different
types of springs, motors, control equipment, gears,
brakes, and wheels were installed under the car, which
was operated mostly on Flatbush Avenue. Tests were
discontinued in 1935 and the car was retired on Febru-

(Continued on page 3)
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●

Car bodies 1011, 1029, 1035, 1036, 1044, and
1054 were sold to the Brooklyn Day Camp in
Rockaway (Queens). They were converted to play
houses and were painted bright colors. Bodies
were transported April 18-19, 1957
● Car bodies 1009, 1012, 1014, 1016, 1026, 1028,
1031, 1037, 1040, 1045, and 1056 were retained
as storage sheds at the Sarnelli yards starting
February, 1957. Car body 1056 was transferred
and used as a construction shed at E. 68th Street
and Avenue U in September, 1959
● Car 1000 was sold for $250 on September 26,
1956 to Everett A. White, Curator of the Trolley
Museum of New York. It was transferred to Coney
Island Yard on October 31, 1956 and stored there
until it was moved to Gerosa’s 138th Street Yard
on July 31, 1961 and to St. George, Staten Island
the next day. The car was transferred to Tannsboro, New Jersey in 1967
● Car 1001 was sold for $250 on October 8, 1956 to
Branford Electric Railway Association. It was
transferred to Coney Island Yard on October 23,
1956 and was unloaded at East Haven on October 26, 1956
When the last PCCs operated on Church Avenue and
McDonald Avenue on October 31, 1956, more than half
a century ago, it marked the end of twenty years of
comfortable and dependable trolley service for thousands of Brooklynites. Their replacements attempted to
provide service which is not as comfortable and even
slower than the PCCs.

PCC Car Research and Development
(Continued from page 2)

100 cars ordered from St. Louis Car Company on June
24, 1935, one car was diverted to the Boston Elevated
Railway, where it was numbered 3001. To replace this
car, B&QT ordered one car from the Clark Equipment
Company of Battle Creek, Michigan, the manufacturer
of PCC trucks. This car, numbered 1000, had standee
windows. Its appearance was different from the other
PCCs.
The PCCs were always assigned to the Ninth Avenue
Depot and most cars remained on the lines where they
originally operated. On the Erie Basin Line, 4100s replaced the PCCs late in 1940. The entire line was discontinued on March 5, 1944 and additional Crosstown
rush hour short line service was operated between Erie
Basin and Navy Street.
In June, 1946, car 1003 was the first car painted
green and silver.
Brooklyn Bridge trolley service was discontinued
March 6, 1950. Vanderbilt Avenue car 1097 was the
next-to-last car to cross the bridge on March 5, 1950.
Seventh Avenue car 1074 was the last car, which
crossed the bridge on March 6, 1950.
Buses replaced the PCCs on the following lines:
● Vanderbilt Avenue — August 19, 1950
● Smith Street — February 11, 1951
● Seventh Avenue — February 11, 1951
● Coney Island Avenue — November 30, 1955 (last
car: 1045)
● McDonald Avenue — October 31, 1956 (last car:
1042)
● Church Avenue — October 31, 1956 (last car:
1039)
The following cars were renumbered in 1955 and
1956:

ELECTRIC TRACK SWITCHES
To avoid delaying service, electric track switches were
installed at busy intersections. These switches were set
by the Motorman while the car was in motion. The current in a contactor located on the trolley wire controlled
the track switch. A car coasting under the contactor set
the switch for the straight route. If the car’s controller
was set on the first point when it passed under the contactor, the switch was set for the diverging route. Because the PCCs had high acceleration, their high starting current would have burned up the contactor. To correct this condition, a switch and a resistor was installed
on a separate circuit. Therefore, all PCCs coasted when
they approached an electric track switch. For the diverging route, the Motorman actuated this special
switch on his desk.

OLD
NEW
OLD
NEW
OLD
NEW
NUMBER NUMBER NUMBER NUMBER NUMBER NUMBER
1004

1070

1063

1065

1087

1083

1007

1097

1065

1063

1089

1046

1030

1094

1070

1004

1097

1007

1052

1064

1083

1087, then
1089

Most of the cars were scrapped, but the following cars
were retained:

(Continued on page 4)
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PCC Model A (car 5200).
Bernard Linder collection

Frame of PCC Model B (car 5300) in Chicago in 1934.
Bernard Linder collection

The completed PCC Model B at East New York Depot.
Bernard Linder collection

PCC Model B on display at Albee Square, October 18, 1934.
Bernard Linder collection

A front view of PCC Model B at Albee Square, October 18, 1934.
Bernard Linder collection

PCC truck in Ninth Avenue Depot, February 18, 1955 .
Bernard Linder photograph

(Continued on page 5)
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1000, the odd car of B&QT’s 100 PCCs.
Bernard Linder collection

1001, first of B&QT’s St. Louis Car Company
PCCs.
Bernard Linder collection

Interior of car 1000, taken in Ninth Avenue Depot on
February 18, 1955.
Bernard Linder photograph

Interior of car 1001, showing the Motorman’s
seat and controls.
Bernard Linder collection

PCC 1066 on Route 68/Coney Island Avenue at Bartel-Pritchard Square.
Bernard Linder collection
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PCC 1000 stored in Coney Island Yard, May 29, 1958.
Bernard Linder photograph
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NEW YORK CITY SUBWAY CAR UPDATE
by George Chiasson
six cars to provide motive power for Gel Car (exMainline R-33) 8885. As seen up close, the R-28s didn’t
look any the worse for their years in storage, though
they have not been repainted as some museum Redbirds were. In the first week of 2009, single unit World’s
Fair R-33s and R-127 EPO-series Work Motors were
again being observed in operational tandem, specifically
EPO01 and 9316 in one instance among several. The
differential in standing air pressures between the two
classes made for some interesting air brake symphonics.
The most recent estimate for the opening of the new
South Ferry terminal on 1 was Monday, January 19,
2009. Finally, Bill Zucker noted that the use of waistband advertising on R-62 and R-62A equipment has
continued unabated since fall on 1, 3, 4, 7 and S42nd Street Shuttle. Some cars continue to display older
ads for the History Channel, while most others are now
brandishing blue descriptive regarding Monroe College.
R-160 Progress
On Monday, December 22, 2008 the first train of Jamaica-based Option I R-160A-2s (9233-42) was placed
in passenger service on E. They were joined the following day by a second train composed of cars 9243-7
and 9253-7, then on New Year’s Eve by a third set using 9258-67. As of January 11, 2009, Option I R-160A2s 9278-9302 had been delivered with unit 9248-52
having been repaired and in the latter stages of acceptance testing (usually teamed with 9268-72). Though
crews on both E and F are qualified on R-160s, the
apparent strategy is to introduce new equipment strictly
on E to allow rapid replacement of its aging base fleet
of Phase I R-32s, Morrison-Knudsen-overhauled R-42s,
and, most recently, R-40Ms. Nevertheless, operational
practices on the Queens Boulevard Line can sometimes
lead equipment to crossover between routes, so the
new cars may yet appear on F sooner rather than later.
Finally, R-160A-1 unit 8605-8 (borrowed by Jamaica
Shop for training in November, 2008) was returned to
East New York as of December 19. Through January
11, 2009, Kawasaki-built, Alstom-equipped Option I R160Bs 9123-32 were delivered, with 9113-22 newly entered into service on N, Q, and W.
As of January 11, 2009 deliveries totaled 340 R-160A1s, 130 R-160A-2s, and 420 R-160Bs, for a combined
quantity of 890. Of these, 340 R-160A-1s were in service at East New York (J/Z, L, M); 60 R-160A-2s
plus 410 R-160Bs at Coney Island (N, Q, W), for 470
total; and 30 R-160A-2s at Jamaica (E).
60-Foot SMEE News
With slant R-40s, R-40Ms, and Morrison-Knudsen-

Hello Everyone, and Happy New Year!
After just two weeks, NYC Transit decided to reverse
course on its redeployment of 60-foot SMEE equipment
to service C, owing to several overriding issues. The
result was one of the biggest weekend equipment transfers in system history, a return to prior assignment, and
a new lease on life for many of the Phase I R-32’s. This
also consolidated all of the Subdivision “B”-assigned
Morrison-Knudsen-overhauled R-42s at Jamaica, accompanied by most of the R-40Ms, which had originally
known the Queens Boulevard Line as their home between 1969 and 1977. Meanwhile, the final deliveries of
Option I (Kawasaki-built) R-160Bs at Coney Island progressed into early 2009, while the arrival of Alstomsupplied Option I R-160A-2s at Jamaica settled into a
rhythm of its own. There continued to be some splashes
of news on Subdivision “A” as well, so without further
delay let’s crack open this new book entitled “2009.”
Subdivision “A” Events
Through January 11, 2009, electronic LED side signs
have been added to most of the 7-assigned fleet of R62As. Included since the last Update are 5-car units
1651-90, 1711-50, 1761-1800, 1806-25, and 1836-40,
as well as single units 1901-4, 1906, 1907, 1910, 19146, 1923, 1932, 1942-4, 1947, 1949, 1954, 1958-62,
1964-76, 1978, 1979, 1982, 1984, 1986-8, 1995, 1996,
1998, 1999, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2006, 2007, 2009-15,
2018-24, 2026, 2028, 2029, 2034, 2035, 2037-41,
2044-6, 2050-8, 2060-74, 2076-9, 2081, 2082, 2086,
2087, 2089-2103, 2105, 2119, 2121, 2127, 2130, 2133,
2135, 2136, 2139, 2141, 2142, 2144, 2145, and 2147-9.
The balance (94 cars of 409) was expected to be complete by late January. Operation of these signs is controlled in the five-car units by a dedicated toggle switch
in operating cabs, and in the single units by cycling the
air comfort for Local (green circle) and main lighting for
Express (red diamond). As for the installation of external
speakers on R-62As assigned to 7, said project has
been indefinitely mothballed
On December 26, 2008, the NYC Transit Museum’s
repainted Redbirds (which had moved from Unionport
Yard to Coney Island and then to Corona during the fall)
were back at E. 180th Street. These included World’s
Fair R-36s 9582/3 and 9586/7 along with WH R-29s
8678/9. It is possible they may be available for utility
duties in the future as a means of retaining their functionality. Also moving about the E. 180th Street/
Unionport complex for the first time in several years
were the Transit Museum’s R-26 and R-28 pairs
(7774/5 and 7924/5 respectively), along with World’s
Fair R-36s 9584/5. On the date above, R-28 7925 was
observed with its lights on in Unionport Yard, heading all

(Continued on page 7)
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Monday morning: 3358/9, 3380/1, 3404-7, 3410/1,
3419/3740, 3430-3, 3442/3, 3446-9, 3452-5, 3484/5,
3488/9, 3494/5, 3512-5, 3518/9, 3548/3593, 3550-3,
3578/9, 3586/7, 3614/5, 3618/9, 3624/5, 3628/3669,
3630/1, 3642/3, 3646/7, 3654/5, 3660/1, 3664/5,
3670/1, 3688/9, 3694/5, 3714-7, 3730/1, 3736/7, 377881, 3786/7, 3792/3, 3798/9, 3806/7, 3810/1, 3818/9,
3822/3, 3828/9, 3836/7, 3840/1, 3856/7, 3864/5,
3878/9, 3886-9, 3894-7, 3900/1, 3924/5, and 3938/9.
Going the other way, from 207th Street to Jamaica, were
R-40M/R-42 mismate 4460/4665 and R-40Ms 44824549, along with Morrison-Knudsen-overhauled R-42s
4550-9, 4582-4605, 4764/5, and 4768-85 for a reciprocal total of 124 cars. Missing were R-42s 4580/1, which
experienced a mechanical failure at the end of 2008
and have been retired. Other cars leaving 207th Street
were actually held by the shop for a day or two extra,
but by the end of that week all had been accounted for
and were operating on E. The R-40M were thus reintroduced to the Queens Boulevard Line for the first time
since September, 1977 (after having originated there in
March of 1969), as usual being largely found in mixed
consists with the Morrison-Knudsen-overhauled R-42s.
Initially they were combined only with those arriving
from 207th Street, but within a day or two began blending as well with those that had been at Jamaica all
along.
In the advent of this major fleet swap, Phase I R-32
pair 3444/3777 (which hadn’t seen revenue service
since the spring of 2008 and was already in retirement)
was resurrected and observed on F December 27. In
its wake there remained 164 Phase I R-32s at Jamaica,
where they are most commonly seen on F, but now
just occasionally on E and rarely on R. MorrisonKnudsen-overhauled R-42s have disappeared from F
entirely since new schedules went into effect on December 21, but still show up in limited number on R
most days, with at least one R-40M/R-42 mixed set already being observed on January 8. At 207th Street and
Pitkin since the fleet swap of January 3-4, Phase I R32s and R-38s have again been providing all service on
C (sometimes mixed together as previous) and have
also operated on A, while the slant R-40s are used
strictly to supplement R-44s on A.
60-Foot SMEE Retirements & Restorations
The following were taken out of service, or restored to
operation through January 11, 2009:
December, 2008:
R-38 3954/5, 3956/7, 3960/1,
3962/3, 3964/5, 3968/9, 3992/3, 4002/3, 4016/7,
4036/7, 4038/9, 4052/3, 4060/1, 4068/9, 4074/5,
4084/5, 4092/3, 4094/5, 4104/5, 4108/9, 4112/3,
4124/5, 4126/7, 4132/3, 4138/9, 4144/5, and 4148/9
withdrawn from 207th Street (A); Morrison-Knudsenoverhauled R-42 4580/1 withdrawn from 207th Street
(A, C); Morrison-Knudsen-overhauled R-42 4610/1,

New York City Subway Car Update
(Continued from page 6)

overhauled R-42’s running on C through most of December, the corresponding operation of R-38s on A
was steady but declining. By year’s end 54 more of
them had been retired from service, and many of these
were almost immediately prepared for reefing. Likewise,
shortly after the first trains of R-160A-2s finally entered
revenue service on E, the first two trains of MorrisonKnudsen-overhauled R-42s were withdrawn from the
Queens Boulevard Line and placed in storage. Given
that the Phase I R-32’s were to be needed for further
service on C, this set a pattern that should continue
through at least the first half of 2009. Finally, in continuing response to the arrival of Option I R-160Bs at
Coney Island, slant R-40s 4272-5 and 4280-3 were forwarded from B service to Pitkin for A (and by that time
no longer C) on January 3, 2009.
Almost as abruptly as it had begun, the use of 8-car
slant R-40s, R-40Ms, and Morrison-Knudsenoverhauled R-42s was curtailed on C after service on
January 2, 2009. As explained in the last Update, all
such trains pulled ahead to “S” all-stop signage that had
replaced 10-car stops, thus aligning them with existing
Train Operators’ route request punches, Conductors’
boards, and closed circuit monitors while zoned for five
head end and three rear end cars both ways. While this
made their assignment a technical possibility, the reberthing of all C trains engendered confusion and delays. Passenger complaints resulted, and action was
necessary to remedy the situation by restoring both R38s and Phase I R-32s to C service. Whereas the slant
R-40s, R-40Ms, and R-42s are not equipped with Master Door Control panels inside their Train Operators’ (#1
end) cabs, the older equipment is so outfitted at both
ends. This enables them to utilize the original 8-car
stops and their associated punch positions, Conductors’
boards, and closed circuit monitors, while stopping at a
less demanding distance from some station entrance
points.
A plan to retrieve 126 Phase I R-32s from Jamaica for
reassignment to 207th Street was developed for the
weekend of December 20-21, but not implemented due
to weather difficulties. It was revived following the
Christmas and New Year’s holidays, and executed between the end of service Friday, January 2 and the start
for Monday, January 5. During this interim the C train
was suspended for a variety of reasons (most ostensibly ongoing renovation work at Jay Street-Borough Hall)
and the original 8- and 10-car markers uncovered. Because the 207th Street barn was isolated for the weekend due to another G.O., the following Phase I R-32s
were transferred in nine 10-car and three 12-car trains
from Jamaica to Pitkin, where they were reconfigured
into 8-car sets, then placed on C as it resumed that

(Continued on page 8)
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“Redbird Reef” off the Delaware coast with these shells
aboard:
Phase II R-32s 3366, 3367, 3372, 3373, 3382, 3408,
3409, 3421, 3466, 3467, 3478, 3479, 3524, 3525, 3531,
3558, 3582, 3583, 3598, 3599, 3638, 3639, 3712, 3713,
3760, 3761, 3768, 3769, 3830, 3831, 3854, 3855, 3858,
3859, 3908, 3909, 3910, 3911, 3946, and 3947; and R38s 3952, 3953, 3966, and 3967 (44 Total).
As of January 8, 2009 there were a total of 189 retired
60-foot SMEEs stored in various physical states around
the system, composed of 88 Phase II R-32s, 78 R-38s,
one (1) slant R-40, and 22 Morrison-Knudsenoverhauled R-42s. This quantity is sufficient to fill more
than four additional barges through the first part of
2009.
Conclusion
And so resumes our tale, now in the context of a New
Year (2009), with an emphasis on more R-160s in more
places (now on E as well as J, L, M, N, Q, W, and
Z) and the gradual disappearance of more 60-foot
SMEEs (R-38s, Morrison-Knudsen-overhauled R-42s)
into marine oblivion, where they will soldier on in a different way for decades to come. Hope for the future is a
positive by-product of this process, and may it ever be
so as the sands of change continually shift about at our
feet. Stay Warm, Stay Safe, and Be Ready!

New York City Subway Car Update
(Continued from page 7)

4618/9, 4712/3, 4716/7, and 4736/7 withdrawn from
Jamaica (E, sometimes R); R-32 (Phase I) 3444/3777
restored to service at Jamaica (E, F, R)
January, 2009: R-38 3976/7, 3982/3, and 3996/7 withdrawn from 207th Street (A, C); Morrison-Knudsenoverhauled R-42 4564/5, 4628/9, 4636/7, 4682/3, and
4694/5 withdrawn from Jamaica (E, sometimes R).
The 75-Footers (R-44, R-46, R-68, R-68A)
With all the comings and goings of 60-foot equipment
regarding the A train, heretofore unnoticed is the mileage being racked up by the R-44s every day. NYC Transit’s ongoing scheduled maintenance and the incremental rehabilitation/replacement of key components in
recent years now appears to be paying off, as their
most prominent measure of reliability (Mean Distance
Between Failures, or MDBF) approximated 200,000
miles at the end of 2008, having risen from around
46,000 in 1999. For a fleet rapidly approaching its 40th
year of service this is an all-time high.
Reefing Renewed
Barge Number 12, first shipment of the New Year,
sailed from 207th Street on Saturday, January 3 laden
with 40 Phase II R-32s and 4 R-38s. It was bound for

SUBDIVISION “A” CAR ASSIGNMENT
The following have changed since the assignment that appeared in the September, 2008 Bulletin:
CARS REQUIRED DECEMBER 21, 2008
LINE
3

AM RUSH
240 R-62, 10 R-62A

PM RUSH

LINE
7

230 R-62, 10 R-62A

AM RUSH
252 R-62A

PM RUSH
241 R-62A

SUBDIVISION “B” CAR ASSIGNMENT
CARS REQUIRED DECEMBER 21, 2008
LINE

AM RUSH

PM RUSH

LINE

AM RUSH

PM RUSH

A

20 R-38, 70 R-40, 30
R-40M, 208 R-44

20 R-38, 70 R-40, 30
R-40M, 208 R-44

M

136 R-160A

136 R-160A

B

40 R-40, 112 R-68, 56
R-68A

20 R-40, 112 R-68, 56
R-68A

N

230 R-160B

210 R-160B

C

112 R-32, 32 R-38

112 R-32, 24 R-38

Q

88 R-68A, 70 R-160B

88 R-68A, 70 R-160B

D

240 R-68

224 R-68

R

232 R-46

240 R-46

E

50 R-40M, 180 R-42,
30 R-160A

50 R-40M, 180 R-42,
30 R-160A

V

120 R-46

120 R-46

F

130 R-32, 256 R-46

120 R-32, 240 R-46

W

24 R-68A, 20 R-160A, 50 R- 24 R-68A, 20 R-160A, 50 R-160B
160B

G

40 R-46

40 R-46

J/Z

40 R-42, 112 R-160A

40 R-42, 112 R-160A

L

152 R-143, 40 R-160A

152 R-143, 24 R-160A

S (Rockaway)

12 R-44

12 R-44

S (Franklin
Avenue)

4 R-68

4 R-68
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Commuter and Transit Notes

No. 243
by Randy Glucksman

BRIDGES & TUNNELS, BUS SERVICES
Bridge and tunnel tolls and bus fares would increase
and bus service on some lines would be reduced or
eliminated. Eliminate acceptance of Unlimited Ride MetroCards for travel on Long Island Bus or implement new
NYC Transit Unlimited Ride MetroCard prices as proposed above. Implement the same NYCT bonus policies as proposed above. Implement a charge for transfers to Long Island Bus from another transit system in
an amount up to the fare differential, if any. Align the
age for senior discount with the standard age 65 eligibility used by New York City transit services. Other discount policies remain unchanged (e.g., student discounts).
SUBWAY
Terminate G service at Court Square at all times. Operate N trains via the Manhattan Bridge late nights.
Eliminate W, service and extend Q trains to Astoria
during the hours W operates, and operate N trains
local in Manhattan north of Canal Street. Eliminate M
service between Broad Street and Bay Parkway, eliminate Z service and J/Z skip-stop service, and operate J trains local between Jamaica Center and Myrtle
Avenue. Proposed subway station changes under consideration would eliminate or reduce the hours of 42
subway station booths. Four stations and certain entrances at three other stations would be closed during
late nights in association with the rerouting of late night
N service. Station Customer Assistants would be discontinued at 158 locations.
An article in The Journal News (January 12) reported
some additional Metro-North east-of-Hudson service
reductions to what was reported in the December, 2008
Bulletin. There would be nine fewer trains, rather than
eight. Cleaning of stations and cars would be done less
often, along with closing ticket windows at Crestwood,
Harrison, and New Canaan. In addition, the toll-free
number for customer service would be eliminated and
those desiring information would have to make a regular
toll call. Four phone representative positions would also
be cut.
MTA METRO-NORTH RAILROAD (EAST)
In early October, 2008, the new computer-controlled
car washer at Highbridge Yard went into service. It is
capable of washing at least 100 additional cars each
day, as well as every type of car and locomotive in the
fleet. Trains travel through the 300-foot-long facility at 3
mph, and a six-car train requires from 5-7 minutes to be
washed and dried. Recycled water is used to spray
each car before the suds are applied and the car is

METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY
In December, 2008, MTA posted a copy of proposed
fare increases on its web site. Seven meetings were
held between January 14 and February 4 in the five boroughs, Rockland and Westchester Counties to hear
comments from the public. This is what has been proposed:
LONG ISLAND RAIL ROAD AND METRO-NORTH
Increase prices from 0 to 29% for all ticket types, except as noted. Increase one-way, round-trip and ten-trip
fares between Metro-North east-of-Hudson intermediate
stations from 0 to 33%, subject to a cap no greater than
50 cents per ride if the increase is in excess of 29%.
Increase all Metro-North west-of-Hudson fares from 0 to
33%, subject to a cap no greater than 50 cents per ride
if the increase is in excess of 29% except that some
fares for travel between west-of-Hudson stations and
intermediate NJ Transit stations (i.e. NJ Transit stations
other than Hoboken, Penn Station New York, and Secaucus Junction) may increase by as much as 75%.
Increases for certain Metro-North New Haven Line stations may be implemented in two stages. (What this
means is that fares would rise no higher than those
charged for Greenwich, Connecticut until such time as
Connecticut DOT raises fares. This is similar to what
takes place for west-of-Hudson riders when NJ Transit
increases fares.) On LIRR, weekend service on the
West Hempstead branch would be eliminated. Under
the present schedules, trains operate every two hours
between 6:50 AM and 10:50 AM between West Hempstead and Valley Stream. The Port Washington branch
would see a reduction in weekday off-peak and weekend service on the branch from half-hourly to hourly.
Service to Belmont Race Track would also be eliminated except for the day of the Belmont Stakes.
MAIL & RIDE
Reduce the fare discount on joint monthly commutation/monthly Unlimited Ride MetroCard to no less than
4%. Increase CityTicket price (presently $3.25) for oneway weekend travel within New York City by as much as
75 cents. Increase the connecting Hudson Rail Link,
Haverstraw-Ossining Ferry, and Newburgh-Beacon
Ferry one-way fares by as much as $1. Increase the
weekly UniTicket fare by as much as $2.50 and monthly
UniTicket fare by as much as $8 for connecting local
New York City bus service (including Hudson Rail Link).
Increase the weekly UniTicket fare by as much as $2.50
and monthly UniTicket fare by as much as $10 for connecting Metro-North ferries. Increase the weekly
UniTicket fare by as much as $7.25 and monthly
UniTicket fare by as much as $26 for connecting Long
Island Bus service.

(Continued on page 10)
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scrubbed by a series of rotating brushes and highpressure sprayers. Clean water is used for the final
rinse. Metro-North also operates car washers at CrotonHarmon and Stamford.
There is inter-agency cooperation. After the Long Island Rail Road experienced a major derailment on November 23, 2008 (January, 2009 Bulletin), it requested
assistance. Metro-North dispatched its Wreck Crew,
who arrived at the scene with their 150-ton crane. On
Track for December, 2008 reported that with other
equipment that they brought along, they assisted in rerailing the cars. At times, there were instances where
inch-by-inch precision moves were involved. They were
on scene about 12 hours. LIRR President Helena E.
Williams wrote a note of thanks to the crew. In the past,
Metro-North’s Wreck Crew has assisted LIRR as well as
NJ Transit and Amtrak.
The fare structure that was described in the November, 2008 Bulletin for Yankee Stadium was approved at
the December 17, 2008 MTA board meeting. For
monthly and weekly ticket holders, fares will be same
as any other Bronx station. Harlem and New Haven
Line riders coming from the suburbs will pay $1 during
peak hours and $.75 off-peak on top of the regular ticket
price.
On December 30, 2008, Metro-North announced that
the Shoppers’ Specials, which been scheduled to operate only until December 28, would be extended through
January 4, 2009.
All train service was suspended for about three hours
into and out of Grand Central Terminal starting at 10:55
AM Friday, January 9, due to a smoke condition near
52nd Street. Passengers were directed to use NYC Transit’s Lexington Avenue Subway, which was honoring
Metro-North tickets, between Grand Central and 125th
Street. Service was normal for the evening commute.
Member Bob Kingman reported that on December 28,
2008 at Kenwood Yard, he observed Metro-North P32AC-DM 214 and on January 10, 2009, he saw 227, both
returning from their rebuilding at General Electric.
CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Plans to expand Shore Line East service to New London this spring have been put on hold for at least a year
due to tie replacement work. Amtrak notified CDOT that
it would need additional time to complete the replacement of 74,000 ties. This work would be performed between April and November. In its current budget, CDOT
had allocated $3.7 million to start 7-day-a-week service
from New London, which has now been delayed until
2010. Thanks to member David A. Cohen for sending
this report from The New Haven Register.
MTA LONG ISLAND RAIL ROAD
Following the recommendations concerning the problems with its 45 locomotives, which were detailed in
10

Consultant Donald N. Nelson’s report (November, 2007
Bulletin), the Long Island Rail Road created a special
task force headed by Senior Vice President Raymond P.
Kenney. (Mr. Kenney was Acting LIRR President from
September 1, 2006 until June 17, 2007, until Ms. Williams was appointed.) The dual-modes had a mean distance between failures (MDBF) averaging 12,425 miles,
vs. the goal of 30,000 miles. At the end of 2008, there
were 32% fewer repeat failures compared to 2007.
In the first full week of 2009, there was yet another
derailment, although this time it involved a freight train,
not a passenger train. At 9:10 AM Thursday, January 8,
six cars of a New York & Atlantic Railway train derailed
east of the Deer Park station on the Ronkonkoma
Branch. Because this portion of the branch is doubletracked, service was only minimally affected until late in
the evening. In order to give work crews total access,
the last trains of the day (9:16 PM, 10:16 PM, 10:43
PM, 11:14 PM, 12:14 AM, and 1:11 AM out of New York
Penn) were terminated at Farmingdale and passengers
were provided with bus service to reach Wyandanch,
Deer Park, Brentwood, Central Islip, and Ronkonkoma.
Because the westbound service originated at Farmingdale for the 10:11 PM, 11:13 PM, 12:44 AM, and 1:46
AM from Ronkonkoma, there was bus service from the
aforementioned stations.
It was anticipated that the Friday morning service
would be normal; however, there were some modifications. Westbound trains operated on the eastbound
tracks at Deer Park and Brentwood, and passengers
were advised that they should board at the eastbound
platform. Two eastbound trains, the 5:11 AM and 8:14
AM New York Penn, were terminated at Farmingdale,
and bus service was provided to stations east.
Although LIRR reported that by mid-afternoon a special 600-ton crane had been used and four of the six
freight cars had been re-railed and track repair work
had been performed, passengers were told to expect
delays. There was regular eastbound rush hour service,
but westbound reverse peak trains were replaced by
buses between Ronkonkoma and Wyandanch. Eastbound evening trains stopped on the south side platform at Deer Park and Brentwood, rather than the regular north side platform. Westbound reverse peak train
service from Farmingdale West was normal. Late night/
overnight trains were replaced with buses east of Hicksville.
For the year just ended, LIRR reported that its trains
ran on-time 95% of the time. If you want to get very
specific, its 245,933 trains had an on-time performance
of 95.14%. It did this while operating an additional 1,368
trains. Last year, the OTP was 94.07%.
NJ TRANSIT
On December 31, 2008, it was reported that the Federal Transit Administration had approved the final environmental impact statement and signed off on a plan to
(Continued on page 11)
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replace the Portal Bridge, which connects Newark and
Secaucus over the Hackensack River. Amtrak can now
spend $1.34 billion to construct a new three-track replacement just north of the existing bridge. The old
bridge, which was built in 1910, will be demolished after
the new Portal Bridge is in service, possibly by 2014.
On a daily basis, 150,000 NJ Transit passengers ride
over Portal Bridge on nearly 400 trains plus 103 Amtrak
trains. The new bridge will be higher than the existing
one and not subject to frequent openings for marine
traffic. This is a key project for the ARC Tunnel project.
Another piece of history is gone. Shortly before 6 AM
Saturday, January 10, a three-alarm fire broke out in the
Anderson Street station on the Pascack Valley Line,
destroying the station. Nearly a dozen fire departments,
including those from Teaneck, Ridgefield Park, Bogota,
and South Hackensack, responded and according to
one Deputy Chief it was a “fully involved” fire, which
caused the explosion of propane tanks inside the structure and two cars parked next to it. Service was suspended between Hoboken and Essex Street until 6 PM.
According to traffic and transit reports, bus service was
operated between the bypassed stations. The Anderson
Street station, which is located in Hackensack, was
opened on September 7, 1869 and placed on the National and State Registers of Historic Places in 1984. In
1998, NJ Transit completed a $235,000 project to restore the station, bringing the exterior back to its original
appearance. It was the second oldest in the NJ Transit
system, with only Ramsey being older.
New timetables were issued for the Morris & Essex,
Northeast Corridor, and North Jersey Coast Lines on
January 18, which includes Presidents Day service.
MORRIS & ESSEX: Extra-Holiday service removed
NORTHEAST CORRIDOR: One Saturday and Sunday
train, #7810, which departed from Trenton at 6:31 AM,
has been eliminated, and the half-hourly service now
begins at 7 AM
NORTH JERSEY COAST: Trains #2308 (7:08 AM Bay
Head/Hoboken) and #2305 (4:20 PM Hoboken/Bay
Head) have added a stop at Perth Amboy. Also, Train
#3232 (9:15 AM Long Branch/NY Penn) stops at Avenel
Prior to the Obama Administration coming into office,
there was much talk about a stimulus package for infrastructure improvements. As could be expected, communities across the nation expressed interest in having
projects included in the legislation. Our metropolitan
area was no exception, with Governors Corzine and
Paterson joining Senators Schumer, Clinton, Menendez, and Lautenberg all coming out in support of
including additional funding for the ARC Tunnel. So far,
only $5.7 billion of the present day $8.7 billion cost has
been identified. The House Transportation and Infra11

structure Committee Chairman, James L. Oberstar (DMN), has proposed $85 billion in infrastructure funding,
of which $15 billion would be for transit.
Many Bergen, Main, Pascack Valley, and Port Jervis
Line commuters were delayed on their homeward commute on January 12, due to switch problems at Laurel
Interlocking, which is west of Secaucus Junction. NJ
Transit reported that the problem was caused by a malfunction in a battery back-up system that is designed to
keep the switches active during power failures. Initial
attempts to resolve the problem were unsuccessful, so
the switches had to be moved manually in order to allow trains to move. The delays occurred between 5 and
9:30 PM. A friend told me that his Pascack Valley Line
train was over an hour late when it arrived in Nanuet. In
all, about 45 trains were delayed 30-90 minutes.
During January, I received an email providing some
interesting ridership statistics that were contained in a
letter to the editor of The Bergen Record by former
Assemblywoman Rose Heck, who represented Hasbrouck Heights. Ms. Heck was an early proponent of
HBLRT and for nine years, she led the Assembly Bipartisan Light Rail Panel. She is now chairwoman of the
New Jersey Association of Rail Passengers' Light Rail
Panel. The letter went on to advocate for continued expansion of the line into Bergen County. Please note that
this was written last August.
“The Hudson-Bergen Light Rail line moved 65,000
passengers to the big summer concert in Liberty State
Park. This one-day total shows the line's ability to move
vast amounts of people safely and effectively. This one
day even put light rail second only to the Northeast Corridor in NJ Transit rail ridership. Its daily ridership is
around 45,000, beating heavy rail commuter lines' numbers, such as the New Jersey Coast Line's 30,550,
Raritan Valley's 22,650, Montclair-Boonton's 15,700,
Bergen/Main's 26,450, Pascack Valley's 6,950, and Atlantic City's 3,150. A great mode of transportation, light
rail has proven itself over and over again, not just here
in New Jersey, but nationwide. Its popularity and environmentally friendly operation add to the quality of life. If
65,000 people were moved to the Liberty State Park
concert in one day, imagine what light rail can do to alleviate traffic in the most heavily populated county in New
Jersey.”
Effective January 12, HBLRT got a new timetable,
replacing the one from February 24, 2007, which was
revised June 1, 2007 to account for the fare increase.
Some weekday service was eliminated to address
budget deficit concerns. Peak headways on the Hoboken-Tonnelle service went from 10 to 13 minutes, while
midday headways on all three services were increased
from 15 to 20 minutes. Ten-minute service is still being
provided along the common trunk portions (Liberty
State Park to Pavonia-Newport and 2nd Street to Ton(Continued on page 12)
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nelle). The 20-minute night service now begins at 7:30
PM instead of 9:30 PM. Hoboken-Bayonne and West
Side-Tonnelle Avenue have two-car trains throughout
the day until about 6:30 PM (the latter had singles during the midday). Hoboken-Tonnelle Avenue continues to
run single cars at all times.
Bob Kingman observed the following multi-levels at
Kenwood Yard. January 3: 7231*, 7234*, 7235*, 7285,
7510, 7614 and 7615. 7510 was back for a second
time. (* denotes cars branded for the Atlantic City Express Service.)
Newark Light Rail got a new timetable effective January 3, which replaced the one which had been in effect
since June 28, 2008. There were minor changes to the
weekday schedules.
Member Lee Winson reported that the NJT River Line
had signal problems on December 22 and 23, 2008 and
could only operate on half hour headway during the
rush hours, per NJT’s website.
PORT AUTHORITY OF NEW YORK & NEW JERSEY
At its December 17, 2008 board meeting, these PATHrelated projects were approved:
● $6.5 million for the Pavonia/Newport station for
the extension of station platforms to accommodate
8-car trains, waterproofing work, and other improvements
● $8.7 million for the purchase and installation of
new static and variable message signs at various
PATH stations
The Board also approved a $6.7 billion 2009 budget
that provides for $3.3 billion in investment in capital projects, but with no growth in operating expenses and staffing levels. PA acknowledged that it faces downward pressure on its long-term capital financial capacity, and will
need to manage its long-term capital program in the context of the new economic and fiscal realities. Some of the
rail-related capital projects are:
● Continuing work at the World Trade Center site
● Introduction of new PA-5 cars
● Investments in the ARC Project
AMTRAK
For the Inauguration of President Obama, Amtrak
added trains and cars to maximize available space for
service to and from Washington, D.C. on January 20,
2009 on the Northeast Corridor. The majority of the extra capacity was available southbound toward Washington in the morning and northbound from Washington in
the afternoon and evening.
METROPOLITAN AREA
In January, digital images were circulated on the Internet of Staten Island Railway’s four BL20G locomotives,
776-779. They are painted in the same color scheme as
the ones which have been delivered to Metro-North.
When they are accepted for service, Alcos 407 and 821
12

will be retired. These units powered the New York Division’s October 25, 2008 trip.
MUSEUMS
According to the January edition of Trolley Museum
Happenings, published by The Trolley Museum of New
York, which is located in Kingston, the museum has begun the process of de-accessioning some of the cars in
its yard. The hope is that other museums will find use
for the cars, either for parts or as rebuilds. These cars
have not moved in over 20 years and are collapsing
around their trucks. If no interest is shown, they will be
scrapped, and there is a deadline for March, 2009 as
the start date for their removal. The cars that are living
on borrowed time include H&M 510 and 513, MBTA
PCCs 3212 and 3214, and Queensborough Bridge Railway 601. Are there any interested parties?
INDUSTRY
It was reported on its web site, that effective December 23, 2008 Colorado Railcar Manufacturing ceased
operations due to “a major liquidity problem.” The firm
reported that its lenders have a secured position in the
assets of the company, which is in the process of being
liquidated. The company had no employees effective
December 31, 2008. It is unknown how much of an effect this will have on contracted orders, notably TriMet’s Westside Express, which is to open on February
2, or Tri-Rail with six, the known owners of these DMUs.
(MassTransitmag.com reported that Orlando had signed
a $45 million contract for ten DMUs.) Larry Salci, the
firm’s most recent President, told The Oregonian that
"they've got everything they need to operate.” Colorado
Railcar was kept alive during the past year with more
than $5 million in public money, which was provided by
Tri-Met, and was unable to attract new financing. The
required four cars were delivered. Thanks to member
John Pappas for the additional details.
MISCELLANEOUS
President Obama has recommended seven-term Congressman Ray LaHood, a centrist Republican from Illinois, to become Secretary of Transportation. This will
be an important job in an administration that plans to
spend billions rebuilding the nation’s infrastructure as
part of an economic recovery program. He will replace
Mary E. Peters, a President Bush appointee.
Former Senator Claiborne Pell, D-Rhode Island,
passed away on January 2 at the age of 90. He was
primarily known for his support of legislation which provided grants for education, and those (Pell) grants were
named for him. An obituary I found on the Internet in
The International Herald Tribune reported that “a lifelong interest in railroads inspired him to draft a bill that
became the High Speed Ground Transportation Act of
1965, intended to improve rail service in the 400-mile
Northeast Corridor from Washington to Boston. Out of
this emerged the Amtrak system and, in 1966, Pell's
well-received book ‘Megalopolis Unbound: The Super(Continued on page 13)
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city and the Transportation of Tomorrow.’ In 1960, he
ran for the Senate seat being vacated by 93-year old
Theodore F. Green, and went on to serve until 1997,
when he was stricken by Parkinson’s disease and retired. Providence’s airport is named for T.F. Green.
NEW YEAR’S EVE/DAY (ADDITIONAL TO WHAT WAS REPORTED IN JANUARY)
NJ TRANSIT
Special schedules were issued for the hours of 12:01
AM-7 AM for the Morris & Essex, Northeast Corridor,
North Jersey Coast, Pascack Valley, and Port Jervis
Lines.
MBTA
Commuter Rail Service on New Year’s Eve operated
on a weekday schedule with additional train service provided to accommodate Boston’s First Night Celebration.
All service was free after 8 PM. From South Station,
there were two departures after midnight on the Providence and Franklin Lines, and one departure each to
Greenbush, Middleboro, Needham, Kingston, and
Worcester. From North Station, service was provided to
Acton, Fitchburg, Reading, Lowell, Beverly, Newburyport, and Rockport. (Thanks to member Todd Glickman
for this report.)
Blue, Orange, Green, and Red Line trains operated on
a Saturday schedule with the following additions:
● Service was increased during the afternoon leading to rush-hour service levels from approximately
7 PM through the conclusion of First Night activities
● Evening trains provided rush-hour levels of service and ran until approximately 2 AM
SEPTA
On New Year’s Eve, one train was added on all
branches except Cynwyd leaving Center City at approximately 1:30 AM and three trains leaving Trenton,
hourly, for Center City, to connect with late night NJ
Transit trains from New York City. (Thanks to Lee Winson for this report.)
OTHER TRANSIT SYSTEMS
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS
MBTA officials announced the introduction of free WiFi service on the Worcester Line last January, when the
first cars had the equipment installed to enable this service. Todd Glickman wrote that while MBTA keeps saying that this has been an experiment on the Worcester
Line, in fact the originally outfitted cars have run on all
lines on the South Side, and even at times on the North
Side. The Worcester Line had no fewer, or more, Wi-Fienabled cars than any other South Side line. Citing the
positive feedback that was received, on December 15,
2008 it was announced that the service would be expanded to all lines. Wi-Fi installation began December
13

1, 2008 on a schedule to retrofit 30 coaches each
month until all 258 coaches are Wi-Fi enabled. A Wi-Fi
logo is being posted on the exterior of a coach indicating Wi-Fi capability.
Todd updated his report that appeared in the January
Bulletin about D/Riverside now allowing Type-8s, and
that all two-car trains on the Green Line would be ADA
compatible - with one Type-7 and one Type-8, or two
Type-8s. On January 6, he wrote that “every now and
then there's a deviation therefrom, and two-car trains of
Type-7s have been sighted. I presume MBTA feels it’s
better to run a two-car Type-7 train than none at all, if
no Type-8 is available for whatever reason. So my original submission needs to be qualified to say that most
two-car trains are ADA-compatible, but there are occasional exceptions.” In fact, less than an hour and a half
later, he rode on such a consist.
NETransit now shows 52 #5 700-series cars active
(42 yet to be delivered and/or accepted), with #4 600series active cars reduced to 44. The #5s are in 6-car
sets, and run mostly weekdays, supplemented by 4-car
sets of #4s. Nights and weekends are mostly 4-car #4s.
Ridership on MBTA lines rose despite the fact that
gasoline prices had fallen during the second half of
2008. The Boston Globe reported that overall, the
number of riders on MBTA rose 4.5% in the first 11
months of 2008, as compared with the same period in
2007. In November, the increase was 2.3% compared
with the same month in 2007. The biggest increase was
on commuter rail, where ridership rose 5.5% in November of 2008 as compared with November 2007, even as
gas prices dipped that month below $2 a gallon. One
rider was quoted as saying that "there was a lot of inertia to overcome for people to even try public transit;
they probably found out it wasn't as bad as they thought
it was."
LINDENWOLD, NEW JERSEY
PATCO reported that for the first time since 2001, they
recorded 10 million trips in a year. Current ridership
trends point toward one-million more trips on PATCO in
2008 than in 2007. PATCO General Manager, Bob Box,
in a press release reported said that PATCO has been
attracting additional riders because "our service is reliable with a 98 percent on time performance record. In
addition, our new automated fare collection system
makes traveling on PATCO easy and convenient." On
February 15, PATCO will celebrate the 40th anniversary
of service between Lindenwold and Philadelphia.
Thanks to member David Warner for sending this report.
According to the 2009 40th PATCO anniversary calendar 112,000 passengers were carried on the day of the
Phillies’ World Series celebration. PATCO reevaluated
the 97,000+ passengers that were carried to/from Philadelphia for the Phillies’ World Series celebration since
(Continued on page 14)
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folks in the stations knew there were people who were
just let through gates without processing their tickets to
speed things up. The final tally was arrived at by counting the revenue for the day and dividing by a weighted
average fare.
Member Joe Canfield sent an article from The Philadelphia Inquirer that despite lower gas prices, SEPTA
is still gaining ridership. Comparing the ridership totals
of November, 2008with the same period in 2007, there
was a gain of 2.1%, or about 18,000 additional riders.
Suburban ridership was up 5.2%.
PATCO issued a new timetable effective December 6,
2008 with the return of one of its transit cars on the
cover. Thanks to member Greg Campolo for sending
copies.
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA
SEPTA announced a two-month pilot program that
began on Monday, January 12, and is scheduled to end
March 13, that it calls QuietRide, for selected weekday,
AM/PM Peak Express trains on the R5/Lansdale/
Doylestown Line. The first car on these trains shown
below will be designated as the QuietRide car, and passengers sitting in these cars are asked to:
● Set cell phones on vibrate or mute and refrain
from making or taking calls
● Use headsets with any electronic equipment or
hand-held devices and ensure that the volume is
turned down
● Keep conversations with other passengers short
using their best "inside voice"
● Relax
Seating in this car will be on a first-come, first-served
basis. SEPTA’s Priority Seating for seniors and riders
with disabilities will also be in effect in QuietRide cars.
These are the trains to which these cars have been assigned: #505, #507, #509, #515, #4711, and #6595.
They depart from Lansdale or Doylestown between 6:12
and 7:46 AM. In the afternoon, Trains #6572, #6576,
#6598, and #6598 depart from Suburban Station between 4:15 and 5:34 PM. Lee Winson, who sent this
report, commented that he wishes a 'quiet car' were
offered on NJ Transit’s NEC weekend trains, which get
rather noisy these days with cell phone calls and loud
conversations among groups, particularly children.
From the Delaware Valley Rail Passenger, published
by the Delaware Valley Association of Rail Passengers:
When the NJ Transit Comets entered service, this permitted SEPTA to expand all of its push/pull train sets to
seven cars. This leaves just three coaches and one
electric locomotive out of the everyday lineup, for a
spare ratio of just 6% for the coaches and 13% for the
locomotives. Cinders opined: “that’s an admirable figure considering most of the fleet is now over 20 years
old. Getting the cars in for scheduled and unscheduled
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maintenance will be a challenge. Maintenance forces
are already doing their part to get more cars out of the
yard and in service during the rush hours — work
schedules have been revised so more is being done at
off-hours.”
Delivery of the Silverliner-V pilot cars are four months
behind schedule, and are now expected in April with
production cars to begin arriving this November.
New Regional Rail timetables were issued on January
11, to re-time a number of trains in an attempt to ease
standees on trains by shifting some riders over to trains
that have more room. These lines were affected: R2/
Wilmington, R3/Media/Elwyn, R5/Lansdale/Doylestown,
R5/Paoli/Thorndale, R6/Norristown, R7/Trenton/
Chestnut Hill East, R8/Fox Chase/Chestnut Hill West,
and the Combined Timetables. Thanks to Lee Winson
for sending this report.
SEPTA issued timetables for two of the former Red
Arrow Lines as of November 3: Routes 100/Norristown
and 102/Sharon Hill. The August 25, 2008 edition for
101/Media remained unchanged. Thanks again to Greg
Campolo for sending copies.
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND
Member Steve Erlitz, who also sent copies of the new
schedules, reported that most of the train and bus service reductions that had been proposed by MTA MD,
and were reported in the December, 2008 Bulletin,
went into effect on January 12. These were forced by
what was described as “dramatic declines in revenue to
the Maryland Transportation Trust Fund.” Here is what
took place on the rail side:
● MTA proposed eliminating the last two evening
round trip trains on the Penn Line. Instead, only
the last round trip, Trains #447/448, no longer operate. Mid-morning Trains #410/412 from Washington to Baltimore were combined as Train #410,
now an 8:30 AM departure
● MTA has eliminated Train #871 to Brunswick on
Mondays through Thursdays, with service remaining on Fridays
● MTA proposed terminating Train #883 at Brunswick rather than continuing on to Harpers Ferry,
Duffields, and Martinsburg, West Virginia. MTA
worked with representatives of the State of West
Virginia to reach an agreement under which passengers traveling to and from stations in West
Virginia pay a higher fare. Effective February 1,
these passengers are paying an additional $2 for
a one-way ticket, $20 more for a weekly ticket and
$80 more for a monthly ticket
● MTA has eliminated shuttle bus service between
the Odenton and Laurel MARC stations
● MTA has eliminated the use of the ten-trip tickets
on MARC. Riders could purchase ten-trip tickets
until January 9, 2009; those tickets will remain
valid until March 9, 2009
(Continued on page 15)
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WASHINGTON, D.C. AREA
Virginia Railway Express ran its regular schedule with
the exception of two midday trains (#325 on the Manassas Line and #301 on the Fredericksburg Line) to better
coordinate with Inauguration Day events. Those trains
ran at 1:30 and 1:45 PM, respectively. Also, the regular
reverse-flow Manassas trains did not accept passengers. Initially, VRE reported that only special tickets issued would be accepted, until it received some comments from regular riders. VRE wrote that “Initially, we
figured that with so many public and private companies
closing down that day that demand would be even less
than on Inauguration Days in the past. As a result, we
have modified our plans for monthly ticket holders only.”
A form was posted on VRE’s website that monthly ticket
holders who are required to work on January 20 could
request tickets at no additional cost.
A week before the Inauguration, in an effort to help
any procrastinators, VRE notified potential riders that to
ensure that everyone receives their tickets in a timely
manner, it would now allow walk-in purchases for the
Inauguration Day tickets until January 16. Tickets could
be purchased from VRE headquarters in Alexandria
between 7 AM and 7 PM. Only check or credit card payments were accepted. VRE was also still accepting mail
orders. However, anyone who requested tickets after
January 12 had to include $16 for express shipping.
The last day that mail orders were accepted was January 15.
On December 18, WMATA’s Board voted to charge
rush hour fares ”to meet an unprecedented demand for
service,” according to General Manager John Catoe.
The peak hour fares were in effect from the 4 AM opening until 9 PM on January 20. Rush hour service was

operated between those hours. Metro’s commemorative
one-day pass with a special Inauguration design were
being sold for $10 online and $7.80 at Metro sales offices and fare vending machines, and were available
beginning December 24, 2008. The cost of the passes
was $10 at all sales locations on January 20. Metro
charged $4 for motorists to park in its lots. “The additional revenue will not cover the costs of providing extra
service for the Inauguration, but it will help,” Catoe said.
Railway Age reported that with $900 million in federal
funding, WMATA will be able to extend Metrorail to Tysons Corner, Dulles International Airport, and Loudoun
County, Virginia. The project first moves to Congress for
a 60-day comment period and then the approved funds
will be released. The $5.2 billion extension of the Silver
Line will run 23 miles from Falls Church Metro stop to
Tysons Corner, Virginia., then to Dulles.
SOUTH FLORIDA
The South Florida Regional Transportation Authority
announced on January 5 that Tri-Rail carried more than
four million passengers during 2008, marking the first
time in the system’s 20-year history that ridership has
achieved that milestone in a calendar year. Preliminary
figures show that Tri-Rail carried 4,303,509 passengers
last year, representing a 22.9% increase over the 2007
total of 3,501,704 passengers.
To mark its 20th anniversary, Tri-Rail hosted what it
called a “Rail Fun” day on January 10 at the Fort
Lauderdale/Hollywood International Airport station at
Dania Beach from 11 AM to 3 PM. This free event included magicians, face painting, and clowns, including
an appearance by Billy the Marlin, performances by Hip
Hop Kidz, food sampling, the introduction of Tri-Rail’s
first-ever mascot, costumed character Conductor
George Green, plus other events.
CHESTERTON, INDIANA
NICTD began testing two of its new bi-level MUs, 301

NICTD photographs
(Continued on page 16)
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NICTD photographs

and 302, on January 13, with the temperature at 2 degrees and blinding lake effect snow falling. According to
my source, everything went well. With regard to the balance of the order, 303-6 are on the property, and were
to be entering acceptance testing later in January,
while 307-14 will be delivered through the end of February.
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
The 47th Street Red Line station on January 8 became
the first to be equipped with digital advertising displays,
which also will feature next train arrival and other service information. When installed on the entire network, it
is expected to generate more than $100 million in revenue over the next 10 years. During the next month, CTA
tested the eight displays installed at the station for durability against graffiti, etching, and various weather conditions; ability for customers to clearly view information on
display in various lighting conditions; optimum placement of the display and customer feedback before moving forward with installation at the remaining 143 rail
stations.
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI
On November 19, 2008, Amtrak trains began stopping
at the Gateway Transportation Center, a new station
that is also be served by Greyhound, Metrolink, and
Metro Bus. This facility replaced a “temporary” one that
had been in use for many years. Gateway Transportation Center is located just south of the Scottrade Center
(NHL Blues) and a short light rail ride or walk to Busch
Stadium (MLB Cardinals), America’s Center/Edward
Jones Dome (Convention Center/NFL Rams), the Gateway Arch, and riverfront casinos.
In December, 2008, Metro announced that it had a
$36 million budget gap for FY 2009, so in order to close
the gap, effective March 30, there are to be reductions
in rail and bus services. MetroLink service would be
16

reduced by 32% during off-peak hours, with a shuttle
operating between the Shrewsbury and Forest ParkDeBaliviere stations. The St. Louis Post-Dispatch reported that one St. Clair County official has offered a
$2.8 million loan over 18 months in order to help Metro
fund off-peak service on this branch all the way to Fairview Heights. St. Clair County Board Chairman Mark
Kern, who made the offer, criticized the State of Missouri for providing “virtually nothing” for mass transit
service, and contrasted the State of Illinois, which provides about 65% of his county’s transit operating costs.
In addition, MetroLink service that has been offered for
special events would be eliminated. Most of the cuts
would affect the bus lines, where nearly all service outside of I-270 would be eliminated, with the exception of
some limited services. Missouri would lose about 43%
of its bus service and Missouri Call-A-Ride service for
the disabled would be reduced by 15%. 600 Metro
workers would be laid off.
My sister-in-law sent an article from West Newsmagazine reporting some details of Proposition M,
which was narrowly defeated by a vote of 52-48% in
last November’s election (December, 2008 Bulletin). If
approved, the sales tax in St. Louis County would have
gone up by a half-cent, which would have helped to
fund a Metrolink extension from Clayton to West Port
and prevent the service cuts outlined above. Farebox
revenues contribute only about 20% of the $180 million
cost. The balance comes from other sources.
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA
On December 11, 2008, for the first time since December, 2004, snow fell in the Crescent City. According
to a report in The Times-Picayune, which was sent by
member Frank Pfuhler, snow has fallen in New Orleans
just 17 times since 1850.
(Continued on page 17)
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SALT LAKE, CITY, UTAH
Due to the economic conditions facing its riders, the
Utah Transit Authority has delayed implementation of a
fare increase that was scheduled to go into effect on
January 1 until April 1. Three fare increases were previously approved by the Board of Trustees in May, 2007.
The first one went into effect July 1, 2007, the second
on January 1, 2008, and the third fare increase was
scheduled for January 1, 2009. These fare increases
were approved as part of a longer-term strategy to support regular operations and keep pace with inflation. A
fuel surcharge, which was approved in early 2008 and
increased on October 1, 2008, will remain for the present, but will be revisited in April and may be lowered or
removed if the price of diesel fuel remains at low levels.
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO
Less than a month after extending service to Santa
Fe, on January 10, RailRunner initiated regular Saturday service with five round-trips, with reduced fares.
There are six zones, and a ride from Belen to Santa Fe
costs $5. An all-day pass is sold for $7. On weekdays,
those fares would be $7 and $9, respectively.
Another new station, the eleventh, is set to open this
spring. The Santa Fe County/NM 599 station is located
in the median of I-25. It will have over 200 parking
spaces plus bus connections to Los Alamos and Espanola. Still to open are the Zia Road and Sandia Pueblo
stations.
PHOENIX, ARIZONA
On December 27, 2008, trolleys returned to Phoenix
for the first time since February 17, 1948. The new system dubbed Valley Metro Rail, was built at a cost of
$1.4 billion and operates with Kinki-Sharyo-built LRVs.
Regular service began at 4:40 AM Monday, December
29, 2008. Planners project building 30 additional miles
of light rail lines by 2025.
Member Raymond Berger was there for the opening,
and sent this report. “On Saturday, December 27 and
Sunday, December 28, there were two-three hour waits
to board the trains at the terminal stations. Every train
was packed. These rides were all free. The first
northbound train from the downtown Third Avenue and
Washington Street station, where the political speechmaking ceremony was held, was a train with car 114 at
the north end. At the beginning of the day, trains were
evenly spaced on the entire line and at exactly 10 AM
they went into passenger service when they arrived at
the next station.
“On Monday, December 29, I thought there would only
be regular riders because normal fares were collected,
but still people who never rode light rail before continued to go for a test ride, even though it was a
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regular workday for most. Waits at the staging areas
at both ends of the line were again a bit long. You had
to wait about 30 minutes both days and more on New
Year's Eve.
“Remember, all passengers had to get off all trains at
the terminal and go to the staging area to wait to reboard for the return trip. Trains were restricted to 35
MPH for safety, but it took 90 minutes vs. the scheduled
70 minutes to ride the 20-mile-long line. which connects
Tempe and Mesa. Three-car trains ran only during
the testing period. Once passengers were carried, the
largest train was two cars. The trains were
very crowded even at 11 PM. Extra trains ran on December 31 until 2 AM New Year's Day. I think the line is
a success.
The Phoenix Trolley Museum is still located just north
of the Central Avenue Bridge, perpendicular to the new
light rail line, close to the McDowell/Central station.
They have a small stretch of track and trolley wire in a
city park. Preserved is one of the original Phoenix
streetcars, which is still in operating condition.”
Less than two weeks later, Todd Glickman was in
Phoenix for the Annual Meeting of the American Meteorological Society and emailed this report: "I went for a
ride on a beautiful sunny Sunday afternoon. Now here's
a concept: One ride is $1.25, and the fare for two rides
is $2.50. The fare for an ALL-DAY PASS is $2.50! Tickets are sold from vending machines on the station platforms, and use mechanical buttons to make selections
offered on the screen (as opposed to a touch-screen).
The operation is straight-forward and fast. Cash, debit,
and credit cards are permitted for all transactions.
“The cars are really, really quiet. This being a Sunday,
nearly all of the passengers seemed to be either tourists
or local families out for a day trip. Headways are 15
minutes on weekends, and the trains are full (all seats
taken and substantial standees) in the downtown area. I
noted the ‘no food, no drink’ rule that has an exception:
you are permitted a drink if it's in an unbreakable, covered container (such as a water bottle with a screw top
cap, or a metal coffee mug with sturdy cover). Specifically not allowed are paper or foam coffee cups, such
as you get at Starbucks or McDonalds. But still, a lot of
people had them. Someone on board told me he's seen
the fare checkers give more fines for coffee cups than
not having a fare card or receipt (proof of payment is
used).
“I think what surprised me most was that there seems
to be no traffic signal preemption, even outside of downtown where cross streets are far apart. The trolley
stopped for red traffic signals more often that I thought
necessary. A ‘new build’ system should have signal preemption from the start, in my opinion. The trolley is still
a novelty, and people are still getting used to it.
(Continued on page 18)
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High-Speed Broadway Local Service Began in 1959
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matically stopped any train that approached an occupied station above predetermined rates of speed. By
November, 1909, “closing in” time signals were installed
on the express tracks at 96th Street, 72nd Street, Grand
Central, 14th Street, and Brooklyn Bridge.
In 1908, IRT Chief Engineer William Barclay Parsons
wrote, “this junction (north of 96th Street) is found in
Commuter and Transit Notes
(Continued from page 17)

“After I exited the trolley downtown, I witnessed an
automobile fouling the right-of-way waiting to make a
turn. The trolley pulled up and gave a huge BLAST! of
the air horn and the driver of the auto first leered at the
trolley as if it was some kind of monster, and then made
an illegal turn against the red traffic signal to get out of
the way. But all in all, it appears to be a great start. I
hope the air conditioning can hold up against the desert
heat during the summer!"
On January 9, Metro estimated it was on track to meet
or beat its ridership projections for the year. Although
the system was only in operation for almost two weeks,
Metro, based on estimates, believes the daily ridership
ranges from 20,000 to 30,000. Monthly totals will be
based on automated counters in train doorways. Metro
did a first-week estimate to give an early snapshot on
ridership. It had projected an average 26,000 daily
boardings per workday in the first year.
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON
Railway Age reported that the City Council, by a vote
of 6-3, has endorsed a streetcar network for the city,
just before the first anniversary of the 1.3-mile South
Lake Union Streetcar Line. The dissenting trio on the
council argued that bus services can meet Seattle's
needs. An amendment to the approval requires the
council to acquire more specific information before Seattle spends any money on a given line. A report envisions a four-line streetcar network costing $685 million.
PORTLAND, OREGON
Effective November 24, 2008, Westside Express
trains are being tested at 60 mph. With the upgrading of
tracks that has recently taken place, Portland & Western (P&W) freight trains are also operating at higher
speeds. Previously, P&W operated at up to 25 miles per
hour in this corridor. Revenue service is scheduled to
begin on February 2, using Colorado Railcar DMUs.
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA
John Pappas forwarded a report from KTVU.com that
over the Thanksgiving weekend, a new ridership record
was set at SFO International Airport when approximately 62,600 BART passengers passed through the
station during that period. That figure represents an in18

practice to be the limiting condition of the whole railway.” After the time signals were installed, the capacity
of the track at the junction was increased by one-third.
In 1912, the IRT operated an average of 33 trains per
hour compared to 29 trains per hour in 1907.
When your Editor-in-Chief rode through 96th Street
regularly in the 1930s, trains always moved slowly in
the rush hour. Riding through the area occasionally after
the 1959 schedule changes, he observed that service
was speeded up appreciably.
crease of 10% over 2007.
Caltrain implemented a 25-cent increase to its base
fare, which was approved by its Board last October.
Multi-ride tickets and passes were also adjusted accordingly, with the increased revenues being used to help
offset volatile fuel prices and increasing costs.
STOCKTON, CALIFORNIA
Altamont Commuter Express had planned to increase
fares on January 1. However, this was delayed until
February 2 for a very unusual reason. The ticket stock
for the new ticket prices, which was ordered in October,
was not delivered due to the vendor having continual
printing delays and problems with the ticket quality. The
final ticket stock was scheduled to arrive on December
15, 2008, but was not delivered, hence the delay.
LOS ANGELES,, CALIFORNIA
In the December, 2008/January, 2009 edition of
Metrolink Matters, there is an article about the former
NJ Transit Comets that have replaced the leased Sound
Transit cars that had to be returned. Metrolink reported
that it had leased the Comets to make sure it could accommodate passenger demand. Ten (also ex-NJ Transit) Comets were from the Utah Transit Authority and
fourteen from NJ Transit to fill the gap. The UTA cars
have a red and blue color scheme, while the New Jersey cars are gray. Metrolink reported that no more than
one Comet car will be used in a train set. They will always be situated behind the locomotive and will only be
accessible from the Metrolink passenger car immediately behind the Comet car. The Comet cars are not
double-deckers or ADA-accessible, and do not have
operating restrooms or luggage racks. Bob Kingman,
who sent this report, added that cab cars 5116 and
5124 and coaches 5734 and 5760 were spotted at LA
Union Station on December 31, 2008.
FROM THE HISTORY FILES
70 Years ago: On February 5, 1939, York Railways
ended its trolley and interurban operations.
10 Years ago: During the month of February, new rail
cars were delivered and/or entered service for the following transit operators: Amtrak – Superliner cars;
Metro-North – Contract 38A Shoreliner Coaches, and
NJ Transit – Comet-IVs.
News items and comments concerning this column may be
emailed to NYDnewseditor@aol.com.
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NEW CARS IN SERVICE FOR
THE SECOND WORLD’S FAIR
The 1939-40 World’s Fair was a huge suc- Times Square at 9:26 AM September 26,
cess. Twenty-five years later, another World’s 1963. Single units 9306-29, 9341, 9342, and
Fair opened on the same site. Most people, 9344 in addition to married pairs 9558-61
including your Editor-in-Chief, agreed that it were available. Cars were delivered rapidly,
as shown in the table, and the older cars
was not as spectacular as its predecessor.
In the April, 2990 issue, we described the were gradually transferred to 1 and 3.
track changes and new car purchases made
When the new schedules went into effect
prior to the 1939-40 World’s Fair. This article on April 20, 1964, train lengths were inwill explain how NYC Transit bought new creased to 11 cars. Morning rush hour recars and increased service for the 1964-5 quirements were 36 trains (396 cars). BeWorld’s Fair.
cause only 380 World’s Fair cars were availFor several years, 36 nine-car trains of R- able, 40 R-33s were transferred from the
12s, 14s, and 15s provided rush hour service Manhattan and Bronx lines and several Ron the Flushing Line. To increase service to 17s were retained. The last blue R-36s,
10 cars on November 1, 1962, R-17s 6500- 9510-7, were in service on July 24, 1964,
49 were transferred to 7.
after which the red R-17s and R-33s were
To provide additional service for the 1964-5 returned to Manhattan and the Bronx.
The following were painted on the cars’ exWorld’s Fair, NYC Transit ordered 430 additional cars and transferred the 350 R-12s, teriors:
14s, and 15s to the Manhattan and Bronx
CAR
STATE/CAUSE
lines. The new fleet was composed of single
9440
Rhode Island
unit R-33s 9306-9345 and married pair R36s, 9346-9523 and 9558-9769. Assigned to
9658
Anti Poverty
Manhattan and Bronx lines and painted red
9744
Missouri
were 9524-57. The World’s Fair R-33s and
9748
Massachusetts
R-36s were probably the most attractive cars
operated on the transit system in recent
9762
Vermont
years. The exterior was blue with an off-white
9766
Kansas
area outlining the windows. The white area
started behind the Motorman’s side window
CARS IN SERVICE
with a large stainless steel TA seal. On the
married pairs, it extended to the blind end of
Car Class
End of Month
Number of Cars
the car. On the single units, it was circular on
September, 1963
27
the other end of the car. The door interior
was the same shade of blue as the exterior R-33 Single Unit
October, 1963
40
and the rest of the car interior was the same
color as the red cars’ interior.
The first World’s Fair SMEEs departed from

(Continued on page 4)
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GG/G
GG/ TRAIN SERVICE
By Bernard Linder
On July 1, 1937, trains started running between Smith-9th Street and 71st-Continental Avenue.
DATE

NORTH TERMINAL SOUTH TERMINAL

TIME OPERATED

GG Service
World’s Fair

Smith-9th Street

All times

October 28, 1940

Continental Avenue

Smith-9th Street

All times

April 22, 1964

Roosevelt Avenue

August 19, 1968

Continental Avenue
Continental Avenue

Church Avenue
Smith-9th Street

August 30, 1976

Continental Avenue

Smith-9th Street

All times

August 28, 1977

Queens Plaza
Continental Avenue

Smith-9th Street
Smith-9th Street

Midnight, late evening
Other times

April 30-November 1 1939 and
May 11-October 28, 1940

Hoyt-Schermerhorn Additional service operated when the fair was open. Trains opStreet
erated non-stop from Hoyt Street to Roosevelt Avenue on a halfhour headway every day from approximately 10 AM to 3:30 PM.
Running time was 23 minutes
Rush hours
Other times

G Service
May 24, 1987

Queens Plaza
Continental Avenue

Smith-9th Street
Smith-9th Street

Weekday midnight and evening; all day Saturday and Sunday
Other times

September 30, 1990

179th Street
Queens Plaza
Continental Avenue

Smith-9th Street
Smith-9th Street
Smith-9th Street

Midnight every day
Weekdays 9-11 PM; all day Saturday and Sunday
Late evening every day; rush, midday, early evening weekdays

April 14, 1991

179th Street
Queens Plaza
Continental Avenue

Smith-9th Street
Smith-9th Street
Smith-9th Street

Midnight every day
Weekdays 9-11 PM
Rush, midday, early and late evening weekdays; Saturday and
Sunday except midnight

July 26, 1992

Same as September 30, 1990
th

th

March 23, 1997

179 Street
Queens Plaza
Continental Avenue
Court Square

Smith-9 Street
Smith-9th Street
Smith-9th Street
Smith-9th Street

Midnight every day
Weekdays 9-11 PM
Late evening every day; rush, midday, early evening weekdays
Saturday and Sunday morning, afternoon, early evening

August 31, 1997

Continental Avenue
Court Square

Smith-9th Street
Smith-9th Street

Weekday rush, midday, early evening
Weekday midnight and late evening; all day Saturday and Sunday

December 16, 2001

Continental Avenue

Smith-9th Street

July 5, 2009 (C)

Court Square

Smith-9 Street

Weekday midnight and evening (A); All day Saturday and Sunday (B)
Other times

Continental Avenue
Court Square

Church Avenue
Church Avenue

Weekday midnight and evening; All day Saturday and Sunday
Other times

th

(A) Several put-ins and layups at Church Avenue
(B) Weekend trains operating light between Church Avenue and Smith-9th Street:
December 16, 2001
7 AM to 7 PM Saturday
April 27, 2003
Discontinued Church Avenue turn trains
February 22, 2004
7 AM to 9 PM Saturday; 10 AM to 8 PM Sunday
(C) Trains operate to Church Avenue to accommodate reconstruction of the structure above 9th Street
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BROOKLYN’S 6000-SERIES TROLLEY CARS
by Bernard Linder
ters in 1949 after the fare was increased. Cars 6000-79
were equipped with soft leather seats and 6080-6199
were equipped with hard wooden seats.
Car bodies were designed by John Hession, Jr., Chief
Engineer, and Dr. C.F. Hirschfield, Director of Research,
Detroit Edison Company, who was appointed President
of the Presidents’ Conference Committee.
Cars cost $18,000 each.
The first car was 6050, which was placed in service
on the Seventh Avenue Line on March 9, 1930. All
6000s were in service by June 30, 1930 and all remaining cars were running a year later.

The 6000-series cars were faster than the 8000s, but
slower than the PCCs.
Roster is as follows:
CAR NUMBERS

BUILDER

DATE

6000-49

Osgood-Bradley Car Company

1930

6050-99

J.G. Brill Car Company

1930

6100-49

Osgood-Bradley Car Company

1931

6150-99

J.G. Brill Car Company

1931

The 6000s were single-end center exit passimeter
(coin turnstile) cars. Coin boxes replaced the passime-

FIRST AND LAST CARS
August 10, 1941
November 29, 1942
February 10, 1951
March 4, 1951
March 11, 1951

6153 was the last car on Fulton Street
6034 was the first car in revenue service when trolley cars replaced buses on Putnam
Avenue
PCCs replaced 6000s and 6100s on Church Avenue and McDonald-Church
6129 was the last car on Flatbush Avenue
6180 was the last car used on a fan trip

UNUSUAL CARS
YEAR

CAR NUMBER

EVENT

1931

6100

High-speed experimental car

1933

6139

PCC research

1938

6049

Three-notch control and self-lapping straight air brakes, similar to 6150-99, were installed

CAR ASSIGNMENT
During the 1940s, 6000s were operated on the following lines:
LINE

ASSIGNED

DATES OBSERVED

Church Avenue

December 20, 1943

April, 1940-September, 1945

Crosstown

December 20, 1943

April, 1942-November, 1946

Flatbush Avenue

December 20, 1943

1941-November, 1946

Flushing Avenue

—

March 29, 1945-November, 1946

Flushing-Ridgewood

—

March, 1942

Graham Avenue

—

Occasionally after March 29, 1945

Gravesend-Church

—

April, 1940-October, 1942

McDonald-Vanderbilt

—

April, 1942-November, 1942 (occasionally)

Myrtle-Court

December 20, 1943

April, 1942-March 29, 1945

Nostrand Shuttle

December 20, 1943

—

Putnam Avenue

December 20, 1943

November, 1942-March, 1945

that time, I was a civilian employee in the Navy Yard. I
wrote to the Shipworker, the employees’ newspaper,
suggesting that the 5000s and the 5100s, whose brakes
were weak, should be operated on level ground. On

The 6000s were also in service on the Seventh Avenue Line and occasionally on Smith Street and Union
Street.
About 1944 or 1945, several 5000– and 5100-series
cars were involved in accidents at the Park Row loop. At

(Continued on page 7)
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between Willets Point Boulevard and Times Square ran
non-stop between Grand Central and Willets Point
Boulevard in the direction of heavy traffic on a 6-minute
headway most of the time. Running time was 20 minutes. Hours of operation were as follows:

New Cars in Service for the Second World’s Fair
(Continued from page 1)
CARS IN SERVICE
Car Class

R-36 Married Pair

End of Month

Number of Cars

September, 1963

4

October, 1963

52

November, 1963

90

December, 1963

120

January, 1964

164

February, 1964

218

March, 1964

280

April, 1964

342

May, 1964

362

June, 1964

372

July, 1964

390

WEEKDAYS

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

Leave Times
Square

9:46 AM-2:58
PM

9:25 AM-4:30
PM

9:30 AM-4:00
PM

Leave Willets
Point Boulevard

8:51-11:05 PM

8:00 PMmidnight

7:59-11:00 PM

Additional GG service was also operated starting April
22, 1964. Trains operated light from Continental Avenue
via Queens express track D-3 and GG to Smith-9th
Street, after which they proceeded light to HoytSchermerhorn Street. Departing from Hoyt Street on a
half-hour headway from approximately 10 AM to 3:30
PM every day, they carried passengers non-stop to
Roosevelt Avenue, Track D-4, in 23 minutes. After discharging passengers, trains returned light to Continental
Avenue.
When the fair closed, normal service was resumed
and the R-33s and R-36s furnished reliable service until
they were replaced by R-62As.

INCREASED SERVICE
When the World’s Fair was open, the following additional service was operated:
Effective April 19, 1964, Super Expresses operating

R-36 9748 (Commonwealth of Massachusetts).
Bernard Linder collection

R-36 9762 (State of Vermont).
Bernard Linder collection

R-36 9744 (State of Missouri) at 69th Street, November 2, 1968.
Bernard Linder photograph

Corona Yard.
Bernard Linder collection
(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

Single unit R-33 9323 in Corona Yard.
Bernard Linder collection

R-33 9075 on static display outside Queens Borough Hall, June
2006.
Larry Linder photograph

ELEVEN-CAR TRAINS
by Bernard Linder
trains finally started operating on a combined 2-minute
headway. E schedule was as follows:
Leave 179th Street: 7:43-8:19 AM
Arrive 179th Street: 5:32-6:08 PM
Ten 11-car trains were operated on each line. E trains
terminated at Euclid Avenue and were laid up after the
AM rush. They were put in service there for the PM
rush. The ten 11-car F trains made a round trip at about
the same time.
Queens local service was increased on December 1,
1955. In the rush hour, Brighton Locals operated on a 4minute headway through the newly opened 60th Street
Tunnel connection (“11th Street Cut”).
The September 8, 1958 schedule, which provided for
11-car trains with two Conductors, was canceled immediately after an arbitrator ruled that all trains could be
operated with one Conductor. Effective September 8,
1958, ten-car trains were operated on a combined twominute headway in the rush hour. Eleven-car trains
were no longer operated.
In the 1950s, single-unit R-1 to R-9s operated in E
and F service could be coupled and uncoupled easily
before and after the rush. At the present time, it is difficult to change train lengths because of the permanently
coupled units.

Recently, NYC Transit operated a light 11-car test train
on the Queens Boulevard Line. When our readers recalled that 11-car trains were operated in the 1950s,
they asked us to furnish details of this service.
Checking our records, we learned that the area near
the subway was built up rapidly after the trains started
running. Ten-car E and F trains were operating on a
combined two-minute headway in the rush hour, but
they were still overcrowded.
To increase service, NYC Transit decided to run 11car trains at the height of the rush hour. But service
could not be increased until several platforms were extended. Most IND stations built in the 1930s could accommodate 11-car trains, but there were a few stations
with shorter platforms, which were extended. The stations built in the 1940s, probably south of Broadway
Junction, accommodated 10-car trains. At these stations, doors were not opened on the 11th car.
Effective June 30, 1952, NYC Transit provided temporary relief by operating E and F trains each on a 3minute headway for 24 minutes in the AM rush and 3½
minutes for 45 minutes in the PM rush. On each line,
two put-ins started from Continental Avenue in the
morning rush.
On September 8, 1953, 11-car rush hour E and F
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NEW YORK CITY SUBWAY CAR UPDATE
by George Chiasson
60-Foot SMEE News (Rapid Decline of the Slant R40s)
As the R-160s have entered service at Jamaica, several additional R-46s were shipped out to Pitkin for A
and in turn the quantity of slant R-40s has been quickly
cut from the 88 in our last report to 56 as of May 17,
2009. A smattering of other cars from Jamaica’s various
groups of 60-foot SMEEs have been withdrawn as well,
but several pairs were also put back in service after
lengthy siestas to keep the overall fleets used on E, F,
and R up to full strength. In addition, the lone pair of
207th Street-assigned Phase I R-32s said to have been
recently retired (and actually observed in a state of partial disassembly) — 3578/9 — was put back together
and seen in action on C on May 11. Thus, for the moment it would seem that the velocity of retirements for
the Phase I R-32s, R-40Ms, and Morrison-Knudsenoverhauled R-42s has slowed to accommodate a faster
rate for the slant R-40s. But once the latter are fully decommissioned by sometime in June that trend should
again reverse itself, as newly-arriving R-160s again will
replace the R-32s, R-40Ms, and R-42s on a one-for-one
basis. After that time the older cars at Jamaica can be
expected to swiftly disappear across the summer
months, which recalls the situation of one year ago
when large blocks of Phase II R-32s were withdrawn
(though not directly replaced by new equipment).
What’s left: By May 17, 2009 there were 268 R-32s, 56
R-40s, 76 Modified R-40s, and 220 R-42s for a remaining total of 620.
60-Foot SMEE Retirements and Restorations
The following were taken out of service, or restored to
operation through May 17, 2009:
April, 2009: R-40 4152/3, 4174/5, 4178/9, 4240/1,
4254/5, 4308/9, 4318/9, 4366/7 withdrawn from Pitkin
(A); R-40M 4466/7 withdrawn from Jamaica (E, F,
weekday R); R-42 4606/7, 4648/9, 4652/3 withdrawn
from Jamaica (E, F, weekday R); R-32 Phase I
3522/3, 3676/7 restored to service at Jamaica (E, F,
weekday R)
May, 2009: R-32 Phase I 3469/3592 withdrawn from
Jamaica (E, F, weekday R); R-40 4264/5, 4282/3,
4292/3, 4294/5, 4360/1, 4376/7, 4422/3, 4436/7 withdrawn from Pitkin (A); R-42 (Morrison-Knudsenoverhauled) 4550/1, 4724/5 withdrawn from Jamaica
(E, F, weekday R); R-32 Phase I 3578/9 restored to
service at 207th Street (A, C); R-42 (MorrisonKnudsen-overhauled) 4584/5 restored to service at Jamaica (E, F, weekday R)

Subdivision “A” Happenings
Starting in 2008, small yellow “dots” began to appear
in the color barn assignment band beneath the number
boards of certain single-unit R-62As, meaning that both
ends of the car have been equipped with a “modified”
brake valve, a reconditioned version of the WABCO
installation long since in use on the 5-car unitized sets
of R-62As running on 1 and 7. This began with the 16
“GCS Cabs” used on the S/42nd Street Shuttle when
they were still based at Livonia (1920, 1921, 1925,
1926, 1930, 1931, 1935, 1936, 1940, 1941, 1945, 1946,
1950, 1951, 1955, and 1956). Through the early months
of 2009 these yellow dots have also been appearing
along the purple Corona striping of the 21 R-62A single
units running on 7 that end in “0” (1910, 1960, 1970,
1980, 1990, 2000, 2010, 2020, 2030, 2040, 2050, 2060,
2070, 2080, 2090, 2100, 2110, 2120, 2130, 2140, and
2150). It is anticipated that sufficient parts are on hand
to retrofit a total of about 100 cars, after which (at some
point) these modified R-62As are expected to become
“captive” operating motors in the Flushing Line’s 6-car
strings of single units.
Due to a weekend General Order in effect (bus substitution between Utica and New Lots Avenues), at least
one train of 3-assigned R-62s was used on 4 on Sunday, May 17.
R-160 Progress
As of April 30, 2009, Option I R-160A-2s 9423-32 had
arrived, with Option I R-160A-2s 9403-12 entering service on E and F. As of May 17, 2009 Option I R-160A2s 9433-57 were delivered, while cars 9413-22 had
been accepted for passenger service at Jamaica. Kawasaki-built, Alstom-equipped Option I R-160Bs 920322 were delivered through May 17, 2009, while cars
9193-9202 were placed in service on E and F as of
May 1. There remain just 10 more cars of this group to
be delivered (all having already been observed at the
Kawasaki plant in Yonkers) before the arrival of 140
additional cars under Option II commences by the end
of May. On April 28, all 15 R-160A-2 cars involved with
the 11-car test train (9353-7, 9363-72) were seen as
restored to their natural state and in service on E.
As of May 17, 2009 deliveries totaled 340 R-160A-1s,
285 R-160A-2s, and 510 R-160Bs for a combined quantity of 1,135. Of the overall total as of May 17, 332 R160A-1s were in service at East New York on J/Z, L,
and M; 60 R-160A-2s plus 450 R-160Bs at Coney Island on N, Q, and W (for 510 total); and 190 R-160A2s plus 40 R-160Bs at Jamaica on E and F for a combined total of 230.

(Continued on page 7)
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The empty Weeks Barge was back at 207th Street by
early May, and after a wait of several days was reloaded starting on the 13th. Most of the remaining R-38s
and one pair of Phase I R-32s were lifted aboard, followed by the first several slant R-40 bodies coming out
of the contracted asbestos abatement workings at 207th
Street Shop. Barge 18 then departed on May 16 for the
Delmarva coast off Chincoteague, Virginia with these 44
shells: Phase I R-32s 3358, 3359 (2); R-38s 3954,
3955, 3958, 3959, 3974, 3975, 3982, 3983, 3992, 3993,
4024, 4025, 4042, 4043, 4046, 4047, 4060, 4061, 4092,
4093, 4096, 4097, 4100, 4101, 4124, 4125, 4126, 4127,
4128, 4129, 4134, 4135 (32); and R-40s 4288, 4289,
4302, 4303, 4382, 4383, 4388, 4389, 4400, 4401 (10).
In addition to the usual 60-foot Subdivision “B” SMEEs
being discarded, a small number of “out of program” (non R-32 through R-42) cars are being identified
for likely disposition, the most obvious of which (thus
far) are former East New York R-26 school cars 7770/1
and a handful of long-stored R-44s at 207th Street.
Other potential candidates range from various R-30s
stored around the system to a couple of retired Subdivision “A” SMEEs to some or all of the idle R-110 prototypes. For sure at this point, it seems safe to conclude
that few, if any, of the retired R-32 through R-42 cars
will be retained for any kind of utility duties, largely due
to their physical dimension which precludes systemwide operation.
Conclusion
As the slant R-40s gradually leave A and New York’s
collective stage, so too is the face of the Queens IND
changing by the day as more and more R-160s pass by
on E and F. For some, this evokes memories of the
1970’s when the R-46s gradually subsumed everything
from the R-1 to R-9s through the R-38s, R-40s, and R40M/42s, but for all it represents the shape of things for
years to come. Now is a good time to get busy from a
photographic point of view and take advantage of the
long days and improving weather, for as the summer
ripens and we start down the hill toward 2010 much of
what is here and now will be then and—gone!

New York City Subway Car Update
(Continued from page 6)

The 75-Footers of MTA New York City Transit (R-44,
R-46, R-68, R-68A)
Having been replaced by the incoming R-160s, R-46s
most recently relocated from Jamaica (F, G, R, V,
sometimes E) to Pitkin (A) included 6186-93 on May
1, then 6134-41, 6178-81, and 6198-6201 on May 10,
2009. All were 4-car sets, and have raised the overall
total from the 44 shown on April 20 to 68, or up to eight
8-car trains. To date the R-46’ have instilled themselves
quite nicely in daily duties on A, keeping sharp observers on their toes regarding the list of minute differences
in detail.
The R-44s of MTA Staten Island Railway
Arriving at Coney Island Overhaul Shop between April
20 and May 17, 2009 were ex-NYCT “A” cars 396 and
398, along with ex-NYCT “B” unit 397 and SIR “A” cars
418 and 436. Completed and returning to Staten Island
were ex-NYCT “A” car 392 and SIR “B” cars 401 and
417, which raised the overall number of completed cars
to 13. Meanwhile, ex-NYCTA“B” car 399 and SIR “A”
car 454 remained at Coney Island during this interval.
SIR 402 was parked near the Avenue X station of
NYCT’s Culver Line for several weeks, and appeared to
still be mostly intact, though exhibiting some end damage around the Engineer’s area from its December misadventure at Tottenville. Though its fate is still not completely certain, the prevailing consensus is that it will not
be repaired.
Reefing Renewed and Miscellaneous Disposition
Notes
Two R-38s were omitted from the list of cars aboard
Barge 17 (to Virginia, April 16), and it is resubmitted
herewith totaling the usual 44 cars overall: Phase I R32s 3464, 3465, 3504, 3505, 3662, 3663 (6); Phase II
R-32s 3850, 3851 (2); R-38s 3962, 3963, 3970, 3971,
3976, 3977, 3978, 3979, 3984, 3985, 3994, 3995, 3996,
3997, 4004, 4005, 4006, 4007, 4048, 4049, 4058, 4059,
4068, 4069, 4072, 4073, 4076, 4077, 4098, 4099, 4106,
4107, 4118, 4119, 4132, 4133 (36).

Board of Transportation to transfer the cars? We will
never know.
Car 6050 was accidentally burned at Flatbush Depot
on March 26, 1950 and was scrapped at Coney Island
Yard on August 6, 1950. The remaining cars, which
were only 20 and 21 years old, were scrapped at Coney
Island Yard between April and November, 1951.

6000-Series Cars
(Continued from page 3)

March 29, 1945, I was surprised to see the 6000s in
service on Flushing Avenue and the 5000s transferred
to Myrtle-Court.
Did my letter to the Navy Yard officials persuade the
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CANARSIE SHUTTLE
Photographs from the Bernard Linder Collection

Car 4700 on the Canarsie Shuttle. Service on the private right-ofway was discontinued on November 23, 1942.

Car 4702, seen looking south from Skidmore Avenue, on March 27,
1941.

Car 8370 at Skidmore Lane, November 21, 1942.

Car 4705 at Flatlands Avenue in 1941.

Canarsie Shore terminal, December 19, 1937.

Car 4707 leaving Canarsie Shore Yard in 1941.
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Commuter and Transit Notes

No. 248
by Randy Glucksman

7:55 PM
To New Haven – Trains #6254/6258 at 7:27 PM, 7:42
PM, and 7:56 PM
W EEKDAY 7:05 PM GAME:
To Southeast – Trains #9193/9197 at 10:30 PM, 1047
PM, and 11:08 PM
To Stamford – Trains #6192 and 6196 at 10:40 PM and
11:00 PM
To New Haven – Trains #6290/6294 at 10:35 PM, 10:52
PM, and 11:01 PM
There is frequent northbound service from Grand Central Terminal before each game, every 15-20 minutes
starting about two hours before the game and every 1520 minutes returning to Grand Central Terminal after the
game, also for two hours. During the game, there is
half-hourly shuttle service. Below is the logo for this service.

MTA METRO-NORTH RAILROAD (EAST)
The first edition of the Yankees-E. 153rd Street Timetable, with effective dates of May 23 – July 12, was available in mid-May. It contains details of how to reach this
station from all three lines and includes a listing of all
the home games and their times through September 30.
As was reported in the June Bulletin, on game days,
most Hudson Line trains will stop there. East- and westof-Hudson monthly and weekly ticket holders will not be
charged any additional fare and neither will Hudson
Line riders using one-way or round trip tickets. There
will be an additional charge for those using those types
of tickets who ride the Harlem and New Haven Lines.
Suburbanites attending the game on weekends will
find direct service operating via the Mott Haven Wye.
Three Harlem Line trains begin at Southeast, making
stops at Brewster, Goldens Bridge, Katonah, Mt. Kisco,
Chappaqua, Pleasantville, North White Plains, White
Plains, Hartsdale, Scarsdale, Crestwood, Tuckahoe,
Bronxville, Fleetwood, and Mt. Vernon West. Three
trains from New Haven stop at Milford, Stratford, Bridgeport, Fairfield, Westport, South Norwalk, Darien, and
Stamford. Two trains originating in Stamford make all
stops from Greenwich to Mt. Vernon East. Although
there is a schedule for the return trains, the actual departure will depend on what time the game ends. In all
cases, the last direct train will typically depart 45 minutes after the end of the game. The trains are stored at
Highbridge Yard.
W EEKEND 1:05 PM GAME:
From Southeast – Trains #9122/9126 at 10:05 AM,
10:33 AM, and 11:05 AM
From Stamford – Trains #6119 and 6123 at 10:45 AM
and 11:45 AM
From New Haven – Trains #6219/6223 at 9:45 AM,
10:15 AM and 10:45 AM
To Southeast – Trains #9147/9151 at 4:32 PM, 4:48
PM, and 5:05 PM
To Stamford – Trains #6144 and 6146 at 4:37 PM and
4:55 PM
To New Haven – Trains #6242/6246 at 4:27 PM, 4:42
PM, and 4:56 PM
W EEKEND 4:10 PM GAME:
From Southeast – Trains #9134/9136 at 1:05 PM, 1:35
PM, and 2:05 PM
From Stamford – Trains #6133 and 6137 at 1:45 PM
and 2:45 PM
From New Haven – Trains #6231/6235 at 12:42 PM,
1:15 PM, and 1:42 PM
To Southeast – Trains #9157/9161 at 7:32 PM, 7:48
PM, and 8:05 PM
To Stamford – Trains #6158 and 6160 at 7:37 PM and

On May 23, I rode to and from Tarrytown aboard the
sixth train in each direction to stop there. Each Conductor told me (in answer to my question) that it was the
first “Yank-153” ticket that he or she had seen and
punched. The round-trip fare was $7.50. Upon my arrival, the only other people at the station were maintenance personnel working at various locations. There are
digital signs on the platform which show the next three
trains to arrive/depart.
Several hours later, member Barry Zuckerman and his
wife went to the game, also using Metro-North from
Tarrytown. Barry wrote: “The train was packed, including the middle seats. About ¾ of the train emptied at the
stadium stop, where an army of Metro-North people in
red vests were there to direct people and answer any
questions. After the game I observed that Track 1 had a
New Haven MU trainset. Track 2 had an M-3 trainset for
the Harlem line run. Track 4 was used for the Hudson
line. Track 6 was used for the GCT shuttle and was running an M-7 trainset.”
Metro-North spokesman Dan Brucker told The Rockland Journal News that as of 3:49 PM (the game vs.
the Philadelphia Phillies began at 4:10 PM) at least
3,800 passengers had passed through the station. All of
the fans who were interviewed for the article had high
praises for the new service and many said that they
(Continued on page 10)
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would use the train rather than drive. Oh yes: the
Yanks, down by two runs in the bottom of the ninth, won
in dramatic fashion by a score of 5-4.
A new connecting shuttle service, aptly named New
Fairfield-Southeast Shuttle, began on May 18. Three
new parking lots have opened, two are located in New
Fairfield at fire companies, and the other is in Brewster
at a synagogue. The service is expected to provide as
many as 100 daily rides and will deliver riders to meet
trains departing from Southeast from 6:13-7:51 AM. On
weeknights, the 20-passenger buses make eight trips
from Southeast, meeting trains from Grand Central between 4:20 and 7:22 PM. The new service is also targeting Danbury Branch customers who have a limited
number of trains and also area residents who are unable to get parking permits at a Harlem Line station.
Construction is well underway at the Tarrytown station.
This was reported in the May Bulletin.
In connection with the June 17 fare increase, a new
brochure entitled “Tickets and Fares” was issued. There
was also an edition for LIRR.
Here is a mid-June status of Metro-North’s diesel
equipment that is used in work service, courtesy of
member Josh Weis (Urban Transit Club). All F-units are
out of service, capped and stacked. GP-9 750 was retired a few weeks ago. On June 1, 543 was retired and
sent into Harmon to have its stacks capped. The
(simplified) work fleet is now:
NUMBERS
101-106
110-115

OWNER
MNR
MNR

125-130
401-402

CDOT
MN-MTACC

404-405
064

MN
NYCT

MODEL AND NOTES
GP-35
BL20GH (115 nearing completion of
acceptance testing)
BL20GH
BL14CG (undergoing acceptance
testing)
BL06 (DES-70B)
On lease to MN to be returned once
401-402 are accepted

MTA METRO-NORTH RAILROAD (W EST)
Metro-North reported that during the month of May,
there were 13 days where all trains ran on time. Five
(May 1-5) were consecutive, with the others being May
7, 9, 10, 23, 24, 25, 27, and 28.
CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
There is additional information concerning the May 3
Shore Line East timetable. Weekdays, Train #1656 departs two minutes later from New Haven at 7:02 PM.
Starting May 22, and continuing through September 4,
Friday-only Train #1626 departs from New Haven at
2:10 PM to Old Saybrook and turns for a 3:05 PM departure as Train #1675. This train operates non-stop
back to New Haven, with a 3:45 PM arrival.
MTA LONG ISLAND RAIL ROAD
New timetables went into effect on May 18, and will
10

remain in effect through September 7. There will be
construction work taking place during middays and on
weekends, resulting in a number of train cancellations.
Below are the details of the work.
PORT W ASHINGTON: One of two tracks is out of service
between Mets-Willets Point and Bayside to allow for
third rail protection board replacement and retaining
wall maintenance
RONKONKOMA, PORT JEFFERSON, OYSTER BAY, AND
MONTAUK: Grade crossing renewal work on the Covert
Avenue grade crossing in New Hyde Park requires the
removal of one of two tracks from service during midday
weekdays
LONG BEACH, FAR ROCKAWAY, AND HEMPSTEAD: Tie
replacement removes one of the two tracks between
Valley Stream and Island Park during midday weekdays
PORT JEFFERSON: One of two tracks is out of service
on weekends to accommodate renewal work at the
Oakwood Road grade crossing in Syosset. Eastbound
trains to Huntington depart between three minutes earlier and one minute later and westbound trains from
Huntington depart up to seven minutes earlier
FREEPORT SUMMER SERVICE: Weekend eastbound
morning summer service that is usually added to accommodate Jones Beach customers is not operating
this year. These trains also served as connections to
Montauk service in Jamaica that will be accommodated
by existing Babylon Branch trains from Penn Station
A revised Montauk Branch timetable was issued with
an effective date of May 26. The Cannonball, Train
#2798, is LIRR’s premier express train, and it departs
from Hunterspoint Avenue at 4:06 PM bound for Montauk.
Due to MTA’s financial woes, it was not planned to
operate service from Jamaica to Belmont Park. However, LIRR President Helena Williams announced that
thanks to the efforts of Governor David A. Paterson and
the leaders of the State Legislature, a funding package
was created that allowed a restoration of LIRR service
to Belmont Park. The usual timetable for the Sping/
Summer Meet (May 28-July 26) was published. Service
is as was operated in previous years. For the Belmont
Stakes, which took place on June 6, there were 18 eastbound trains. Westbound, there was roughly half-hourly
service starting at 4:06 until 5:49 PM. Between 6:30 and
9 PM, an approximate 15-minute headway was in effect.
Member Bob Kingman reported that on May 29, M-7s
7681, 7682, 7765, and 7766 were waiting to go north
(to Plattsburgh), at Kenwood Yard. Each was on its own
flat car. 7681-7682 were involved in the November 19,
2008 accident at Jamaica Station.
A special brochure and timetable was issued for the
2009 U.S. (Golf) Open. Service details were published
in the June Bulletin and there was a separate handout
detailing the “No’s:” no cell phones, back packs, chairs,
(Continued on page 11)
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signs, posters, etc. could be brought to the event. Below, is the logo.

As part of its 175th anniversary celebration, LIRR will
operate a nostalgia train on Saturday, July 25, which will
trace the original route to Greenport using bi-level cars.
The train departs from Jamaica at 8:49 AM and will be
staffed by members from the Long Island Sunrise Trail
Chapter of NRHS, acting as docents. They will be identifying points of historical interest along the route. Stops
will be made at the Riverhead and Greenport Railroad
Museums. Fares are $40 for adults and $30 for children
5-11, and can be purchased from ticket offices only. It
will be a long day because the train is not scheduled to
return to Jamaica until 8:03 PM.
NJ TRANSIT
At the May 13 Board meeting, the first ARC Tunnel
projects were awarded. The $13.6 million construction
contract was awarded to Ferreira Construction Company, Incorporated of Branchburg, New Jersey. In addition to the Tonnelle Avenue underpass, the contract
calls for relocation of utilities and construction of a new
railroad embankment immediately west of Tonnelle Avenue, and should take three years. A portion of federal
stimulus money will pay for this project. The groundbreaking ceremony, with lots of public officials on hand,
was held on June 8. FTA Administrator Peter Rogoff
pledged $3 billion in federal funding to fully cover the
cost of the now $8.7 billion project. Completion is presently set for 2017.
As was reported in the June Bulletin, the Pascack
Valley Line was shut down for signal/switch work for the
Meadowlands service and grade crossing repair at the
New Milford Avenue crossing in Oradell (until June 25,
1982, a station existed at this location), over the weekend of May 30-31. NJ Transit reported that work was
also performed on 12 other projects to take advantage
of the shutdown.
A special bus schedule was issued which showed that
the service was operated in two parts: (1) Spring Valley
to New Bridge Landing (formerly North Hackensack),
then direct to Secaucus; and (2) New Bridge Landing to
Secaucus. PVL trains do not stop at Woodcliff Lake and
Teterboro on weekends, and the bus service also did
not. The buses were provided by Coach USA (Short
11

Line and Rockland Coaches). During the AM, eastbound trains require an average of 56 minutes for the
trip from Spring Valley to Secaucus. The bus covering
this route I have designated as (1) is scheduled for an
average of 1 hour 18 minutes. At the bottom of the
schedule there is a note that reads, “connections for
New York-bound trains cannot be guaranteed – if the
connection cannot be made, customers will be directed
to the Hoboken-bound shuttle train, then to PATH.”
Shuttle trains were to depart 10 minutes after the arrival
of both buses. The last bus of the day, which departed
Secaucus at 1:15 AM, made all stops to Spring Valley.
Passengers were also given other options, depending
on where they boarded. NJ Transit and Coach USA
(Rockland Coaches) were honoring rail tickets. New
Jersey riders could use the Bergen or Main Lines, and
New York (Metro-North) riders were reminded that they
could the Hudson Line at Tarrytown.
There are two new interlockings between Pascack
Junction and Wood Ridge: Sport (MP 8.4) and Plank
(MP 8.9). Sport will be used for trains which originate in
Hoboken/Secaucus, while Plank would be used for
trains that leave the Meadowlands and are destined
towards Spring Valley on the Pascack Valley Line. In
fact, beginning the evening of June 10, the homeward
train I was riding was routed from No. 2 Track to No. 1
Track at Sport and continued on this track until the next
Interlocking – Plank. My morning train was routed to
this track from Plank and returned to No. 2 Track at
Sport. This practice continued over the following days.
One of the Conductors told me that this was being done
to prevent rust build-up on the rails.
I got a sneak peak at the proposed Sports Complex
schedules and for weekday (8:30 PM) events, trains will
carry 1500 and 2000-series numbers and on weekends
(1 PM events) 1900s and 2200s. Trains headed from
Hoboken (and Secaucus) will have odd numbers, and
those destined to Secaucus and Hoboken, even numbers.
New timetables were issued for the Morris & Essex
Lines (May 30) with bus replacement on the Gladstone
Branch for catenary wire work and the Atlantic City Line
(May 31) which continues the midday busing so that the
wood ties can be replaced. On June 21, the North Jersey Coast Line got a new timetable that provides the
usual hourly service on weekends between Long
Branch and Bay Head.
The Memorandum of Understanding was approved
with the New York, Susquehanna & Western Railway for
the Passaic-Bergen Rail Line (June Bulletin). Construction could begin later this year, and be completed
in three years. Nine new stations would be built, along
with a second track between Paterson and Hackensack. The single-track bridge over the Passaic River
between Paterson and Hawthorne will remain un(Continued on page 12)
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changed. NJ Transit will pay NYS&W $20 million for a
75-year easement.
However, as exciting as this news is, The Bergen Record wrote: “The train service, which could carry fewer
daily riders than any railroad in the state, has prompted
criticism that it is merely a pet project for U.S. Rep. Bill
Pascrell, a Paterson Democrat.” NJ Transit figures have
shown that the line would carry 1,800 passengers per
day, which is fewer than Hudson-Bergen Light Rail,
Newark Light Rail, or the RiverLine. In his defense,
Rep. Pascrell says the Passaic-Bergen Line would spur
economic development and become a vital connection
for people who head east every morning to work in
Hackensack, and “this is a major step toward providing
new and efficient travel options to my constituents who
live along this corridor.”
The project to reconfigure the fare gates at Secaucus
Transfer, which was reported in the May Bulletin, was
scheduled for completion in June. However, by the third
week of May, it was essentially complete. From this
commuter’s point of view, it was an excellent idea, as it
provides quicker access to each of the platforms, especially during peak hours.
Also in the May Bulletin, I wrote that a parking lot was
to be built at Secaucus Junction, and on May 18, as the
train I was riding departed westbound, the lot appeared
in the final stages of construction. The lot has a capacity
of 1,094 spaces and was opened on June 1.
The Atlantic City Express (ACES) issued a new timetable to coincide with NJ Transit effective April 19.
Unlike the inaugural edition, this one contains the date.
There were some very minor time changes.
At its June 10 Board meeting, an option to the existing
$245 million contract was exercised for nine additional
ALP-46As. This will bring the total to 36. Bombardier
was awarded the original contract in December, 2007
for 27 of the electric engines. The plan is to replace,
rather than overhaul, the 32 ALP-44s, which were purchased in three groups between 1990 and 1997. ALP46A electric locomotives can pull longer train lengths
with better acceleration than NJ Transit’s other locomotives. For example, the new ALP-46A electric locomotive is capable of pulling 10 multi-level cars in regular
service, while the ALP-44 electric locomotive currently
can pull only six multi-level cars. The cost of the option
units is $72 million and delivery is expected to begin
early next year, continuing through mid-2011.
In a web chat held on April 15, Bill Duggan, Vicepresident of Rail Operations, answered many questions, including this one from a Raritan Valley Line rider.
Mr. Duggan reported that “the project to lengthen Track
5 at Newark Penn Station is progressing, with a new
switch and retaining wall now in place. When completed, the lengthened track will permit longer Raritan
12

Valley trains to board in Newark. In the meantime, we
have deployed additional multi-level coaches on several
Raritan Valley trains. In fact, a fifth multi-level set of the
ten Raritan Valley sets will be put in service today. Another example of improving and paying attention to the
RVL is this past October, when we enhanced evening
service by splitting two all-stop local trains into an outer
zone and inner zone section. This enhancement offers
more seats and faster trips.”
Another questioner wanted to know if multi-levels
would be assigned to the Pascack Valley Line, to which
Mr. Duggan replied that possible candidates due to their
load factors would be Trains #1610 and 1612, which
depart from Spring Valley at 6:50 and 7:12 AM, respectively.
The Montclair Times reported that federal, state, and
local elected officials including U.S. Senators Frank
Lautenberg and Robert Menendez, Representatives Bill
Pascrell Jr. and Donald M. Payne, State Senator Nia
Gill, State Assemblymembers Thomas Giblin and Sheila
Oliver, and Essex County Executive Joseph DiVincenzo, are making a coordinated lobbying effort to get
NJ Transit to initiate weekend service on the MontclairBoonton Line. Prior to the start-up of weekday Midtown
Direct service on the Montclair Line (it began on September 30, 2002), the Montclair community made it
known that it did not want weekend service. Since then,
the residents have changed their minds. NJ Transit
maintains that it is unable to launch this service due to
ongoing construction work at Broad Street and the Hudson River Tunnels. In addition, due to the recession,
state funding was cut and, apart from the Meadowlands
rail link, the proposed FY2010 operating budget does
not include funding for any new rail services. Typically,
the start up of weekend rail service generally adds expenses that include equipment operation, fuel, and
maintenance, as well as crew costs.
Member Phil Craig was quoted as saying that he has
developed a specific weekend timetable schedule for
operating trains on the Montclair-Boonton Line. When
signals are down, train lines use issuance-of-train orders in which supervisors okay the movement of trains.
He has analyzed details of the steps necessary to implement weekend train service to Newark and, ultimately, to Hoboken, where riders can take a PATH train
or a ferry into Manhattan. "To leave the ‘time transfer’ (enabling passengers to transfer trains in Newark’s
Broad Street Station), trains must leave three minutes
earlier from Dover. It’s a routine operating procedure,"
said Craig, who said NJ Transit would need to employ
three 3-person train crews to operate numerous trains
on Saturdays and Sundays. "Primarily, it’s a budget issue," Craig maintained. "When you don’t want to do
something, you can come up with several reasons why
not.”
NJ Transit announced that due to escalating costs, it
(Continued on page 13)
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will discontinue its Mail/Ride program this September.
About 6% of monthly pass users will be affected. This
was done because recent improvements in point-of-sale
transactions—including a 26% increase in the number
of TVMs (since 2004), and expanded time for monthly
pass sales—have reduced the need for a ticket-by-mail
option. Mailing is the most expensive way to distribute
tickets to customers—five times as expensive as TVM
transactions. On an annual basis, the estimated cost
savings is several hundred thousand dollars. NJ Transit
inherited this program from its predecessor railroads.
Howevea, about a week after the announcement was
made, apparently enough commuters wrote in to say
that they would be willing to pay a monthly fee to retain
the service. So, beginning with the September mailing,
there will be a $3 monthly charge. The first reference to
Mail/Ride that I was able to find appeared in a New Jersey & New York Rail-Road Company (today’s Pascack
Valley Line) timetable dated October 30, 1966.
PORT AUTHORITY TRANS-HUDSON CORPORATION
There was a lot of publicity about the planned emergency drill that took place on Saturday May 16. This
was in sharp contrast to the flight over lower Manhattan
on April 27 involving a back-up plane for Air Force One,
which was being followed by a pair of F-16 fighters, that
caused mass hysteria. The drill called for a report being
given at 8:01 AM that two bombs had gone off aboard a
train in one of the tunnels between Exchange Place and
World Trade Center. The two-hour drill involved more
than 800 first responders and 150 volunteers who were
“decorated” with fake blood and grime to simulate injuries. All of the streets surrounding the World Trade Center site were closed to all vehicles not associated with
the drill and PATH service to World Trade Center was
suspended.
A 30-day pilot program to test passive millimeter wave
technology, which can detect explosives hidden under
clothing, was begun on June 10. The Port Authority said
all passengers entering a station where the testing is
taking place will be tested, and anyone who does not
want to be tested will have to use another station.
METROPOLITAN AREA
This year marks the quadricentennial of the Hudson
River, and there will be numerous celebrations, with the
grand celebration occurring October 2-4. The Britishborn explorer Henry Hudson, while searching for a
short-cut to Asia, instead discovered the new world in
September, 1609. While many Bulletin readers will appreciate the historical significance of this event, one
important river crossing which without the dedication
and hard work of a small group might have been lost
forever will be re-dedicated on October 2. This is the
Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge, which was
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later owned by the New Haven Railroad and PennCentral. The first trains crossed over it on December 29,
1888 and the last one on May 8, 1974. It is widely believed that the last eastbound train caused a fire that
damaged the bridge decking. By this fall, the landmarked bridge which was acquired by a non-profit
group called “Walkway Over the Hudson” in 1998, will
become a new linear park standing 212 feet above the
Hudson River.
AMTRAK
I made several trips to pick up timetables at New York
Penn Station, but the only Northeast Corridor “originals”
to be had were Form W2 (New York and Washington,
D.C.) and W-10 (Keystone). The woman in the Customer Service Office told me that none of the others
would be available except as “copies.”
MUSEUMS
The Shore Line (Branford) Trolley Museum announced in its May Tripper that it is now able to operate
trackless trolleys. Ex-SEPTA (PTC) 205 was operated
for the first time on April 24 after special poles were installed on its roof. Although 205 is operational, its body
condition was termed as “poor” and it is currently not
presentable for public operation. However, on May 8,
Branford received an MBTA Flyer trolley coach, 4027.
Before departing from Boston, it received a complete
mechanical inspection and overhaul and is in good mechanical and body condition.
It looks like there will be no trolley operation in Cleveland. The Lake Shore Electric Railway had planned to
construct a short trolley loop near the East Bank and
through the Warehouse District. Even though there was
support from civic and elected officials, the recession
got in the way as far as fundraising was concerned, and
Lake Shore has increasing debts and mounting costs.
The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer reported that Lake Shore
wants to put a 30-plus car collection up for auction as
soon as this month. Thanks to member Frank Pfuhler
for this report.
INDUSTRY
Railway Age reported that American Railcar Company LLC, which is located in Columbus, Ohio, has acquired the rights to build DMUs based on the designs of
Colorado Railcar Corporation, which closed its doors
December 23 and terminated all operations Dec. 31,
2008 (February Bulletin).
OTHER TRANSIT SYSTEMS
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS
In the aftermath of the Green Line collision on May 8,
Governor Deval Patrick asked the Massachusetts
Transportation Secretary to review the incident and
MBTA’s hiring policies, which permit someone as young
as 18 years of age to operate rail vehicles. Governor
Patrick was also outraged about the fact that the Train
Operator was sending a text message at the time of the
(Continued on page 14)
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crash and ran through a red signal.
A press conference was held on May 13, during which
General Manager Daniel A. Grabauskas announced the
zero-tolerance policy for use or possession of cell
phones while on duty and on MBTA vehicles. MBTA bus
and rail Operators caught using cell phones and text
messaging devices on duty will be immediately suspended for 30 days and recommended for firing under
this new policy. Operators caught even carrying cell
phones will be suspended for 10 days for the first offense and fired for the second. MBTA’s previous policy
on this subject called for a three-day suspension for the
first offense, a 10-day suspension for the second offense, and dismissal for the third offense. Governor Patrick came out in support of this new policy.
Initially, the Carmen’s Union, which represents the
“T”’s rail workers, agreed with the then-proposed policy,
but after it was formally announced that it would become effective on Monday, May 18, the union filed a
grievance citing a number of issues, including the inability of its members to take care of personal business
while they were not on board vehicles.
On May 21, complying with a request made by Governor Patrick, the Department of Public Utilities (DPU)
issued emergency regulations prohibiting the use of cell
phones and other personal electronic devices by onthe-job MBTA vehicle operators. Effective immediately,
the DPU order adds teeth to the “zero tolerance policy”
on such devices issued by MBTA General Manager
Grabauskas the previous week – making that policy
now a regulatory compliance requirement for MBTA.
However, enforcement is MBTA’s responsibility since
DPU does not have authority over MBTA employees.
In the aftermath of this collision, a Suffolk
(Massachusetts) Grand Jury is considering criminal
charges against the Operator, who has since been fired.
The crash destroyed three trolleys and injured nearly
50.
Here’s a first – on May 18, it was announced that four
of MBTA’s 28 unions had reached an agreement to voluntarily forgo their 4% raises that were due to take effect this summer. These unions represent about 500
administrative employees, electrical workers, engineers,
and welders. Their one-year wage freeze saves the
cash-strapped MBTA about $1.66 million - or 1% of the
deficit. If the unions representing all of the more than
6,000 unionized employees accepted a wage freeze, it
would save $17 million, about 10% of the total deficit.
The Carmen’s Union, with its 3,200 members, is battling
the “T” over the aforementioned cell phone ban. There
is no assurance that a wage freeze would prevent layoffs.
On May 21, a stray current tripped a central breaker in
South Boston, knocking out power for rail cars and the
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lights in the tunnels and many stations, also affecting
the fare collection system. 60,000 passengers were
stranded. Chief Operating Officer Richard J. Leary said
the error that led to the loss in power was "inadvertent,"
caused by MBTA workers and contractors doing scheduled maintenance on a pair of 115,000-volt cables that
feed power to the “T.”
New commuter rail schedules were issued as of May
18, for the Framingham/Worcester, Franklin, Needham,
Old Colony, and Providence/Stoughton Lines. Two of
the problem routes, the Fairmount and Haverhill Lines,
had their schedules adjusted.
For the months of March, April, and May, MBTA’s contract operator, the Massachusetts Bay Commuter Railroad Company, reported that trains have been on time
(within 5 minutes of scheduled arrival), more than 90%
of the time. For the record: May and April were 94% and
March was 92%. The goal is 95%. Thanks to member
Todd Glickman and The Boston Globe for these reports and the timetables.
LINDENWOLD, NEW JERSEY
PATCO will add web-based ticketing to allow Freedom
Card holders to check account transactions, add value
to their cards, register cards, enroll in autoload/
automatic replenishment, and edit account information
on line. It uses a system from Acadaca, which has developed web ticketing for Miami-Dade Transit and
PATH. The new system should be on line this fall.
Thanks to member Lee Winson for this news.
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA
Member Dave Safford sent this report from the Philadelphia Inquirer (May 29): SEPTA is leveraging $37
million of federal stimulus money with state and other
federal money into a $240 million renovation program
that will upgrade or replace over 50 of its 151 functioning stations, including 8 completely new stations
(Langhorne, Ambler, Primos, Secane, East Falls, Roslyn, and Exton). In addition, 20 will receive high-level
platforms, including Wayne, construction of which Dave
has been watching for some time, and other station
buildings will receive upgrades ranging from rebuilding
to painting or roofs, as well as numerous other related
improvements (signage, stairs, etc.), the most notable
of which are new pedestrian underpasses at Malvern
and Secane. The work is expected to be spread out
over the next five years. SEPTA inherited 190 stations
from the Pennsylvania and Reading Railroads, but investment in rehabilitation has been spotty, generally
related to securing a tenant or buyer for the building, or
sometimes the associated freight house. The missing
39 stations are on inactive or abandoned lines. Efforts
to secure non-rail income from the buildings continues.
In a related act, SEPTA approved a $1.13 billion operating budget and a $418 million capital budget. The last
includes the station work noted above. The second largest outlay is planned as the purchase of more hybrid
(Continued on page 15)
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buses from New Flyer of Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada.
SEPTA will buy 440 of them over the next four years.
In an email which was received just before I completed this column, David wrote, “With the assistance of
enough brass to line the journals of the city's transit car
fleet, ground was broken on June 15 for the reconstruction of the Croydon station. The $12 million project was
facilitated by $8.5 million in federal stimulus funds. The
project, which includes high-level platforms, new heated
passenger shelters, and a grocery list of related site
improvements, is scheduled for 2011 completion.”
The Philadelphia Inquirer reported that PATCO plans
to remodel and reopen its Franklin Square Station, last
used in 1979. This is in response to a development
boom in the once seedy area. The cost is estimated at
$5-10 million to install elevators and modernize the station (its present look is a gaudy 1970s orange). No date
is set for the reopening. The station was part of the
original Bridge Line to Camden but closed due to low
patronage. It was reopened several times but then
closed since ridership never materialized; the last attempt was in the mid-1970s. Four other underground
PATCO stations will get face lifts with new flooring,
lights, security cameras, and stainless steel columns.
Thanks again to Lee Winson for these reports.
Here is a Silverliner V update from The Delaware Valley Rail Passenger, which is published by the Delaware Valley Association of Rail Passengers: SEPTA
reports that work is underway on the three pilot cars,
which should arrive in Philadelphia by this December,
delayed by six months from the most recent contract
date, which was June. It is said to be caused by various
manufacturing delays on the part of Hyundai-Rotem.
Twenty-three production cars are also under construction in South Korea. Final assembly will be carried out
in Rotem’s plant in South Philadelphia; recently some
equipment has been delivered, including catenary and
switches for the test stations. All cars are to be delivered by early 2011.
WASHINGTON, D.C. AREA
The state of Virginia has awarded Amtrak a $17.2 million contract for a three-year demonstration period to
provide new daily service to Washington, D.C. from
Lynchburg beginning in October and from Richmond
beginning this December. Detailed schedules and fares
will be finalized by the Virginia Department of Rail and
Public Transportation and Amtrak in the coming months.
Amtrak has partnership agreements with the following
states to operate state-funded passenger rail services:
California, Illinois, Maine, Michigan, Missouri, New York,
North Carolina, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania,
Texas, Vermont, Washington, and Wisconsin. Thanks to
Bob Hansen for this report.
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SOUTH FLORIDA
In April, Miami-Dade Transit held a ground-breaking
ceremony for a 2.4-mile extension from Earlington
Heights to the Miami Intermodal Center, which is being
constructed next to Miami International Airport. The
$526 million project is scheduled to open in 2012.
Thanks to Progressive Railroading for this report.
Tri-Rail may be facing even more financial problems if
its proposal to cut service goes into effect on October 5
(June Bulletin). According to a report which appeared
in The South Florida Sun-Sentinel (sent by member
Joe Gagne), the Federal Transit Administration may
demand a return of the $256 million it gave Tri-Rail to
double-track the line so that additional trains could be
operated. It is ironic that despite growing ridership, a
lack of funding by local governments and the failure of
the State Legislature to approve additional revenue
sources such as a $2 tax on auto rentals, which would
have brought in about $40 million annually, could cause
this service to end.
CHESTERTON, INDIANA
There is a correction to the information that was presented in the May Bulletin. The reason that the bi-level
cars will not operate between Michigan City and South
Bend is the state of the wire (and, with a single pantograph per car and no bus between cars, the real possibility that a train could become completely disabled
if several pantographs are damaged in one incident).
Once Phase III of the catenary replacement project is
complete (which will not start for at least three years),
the cars will be allowed to run to South Bend. Clearance tests were run with the new cars on the entire line
(including South Bend) and on the Metra Electric District, and they were OK. In an emergency, the bi-levels
could run to South Bend on a case-by-case basis.
A new timetable effective May 27 adds two new trains:
peak-hour Train #211 departs Millennium Station at 4:10
PM and terminates at Gary Metro Center, and off-peak
Train #114 departs 11th Street-Michigan City at 8:06 AM
and arrives at Millennium Station at 9:42 AM, incorporating a skip-stop pattern. Minor time changes were also
made to intermediate station departure times for a number of eastbound and westbound rush hour trains to
reflect recent dwell and run time experience and to add
skip-stop and limited-stop service.
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
The May edition of On the Bi-level reported that
Metra will be receiving $290.7 million from the $3 billion
state public works program that was passed by the Legislature and signed by Governor Pat Quinn this spring.
The governor envisioned the “mini” capital program as a
piece of a much larger $26 billion capital bill, which had
not yet been taken up. Metra Electric riders will be
among of the beneficiaries as 75 of the 160 needed
replacement cars will be ordered; they will be similar to
(Continued on page 16)
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the 26 1200-series EMUs delivered in 2005. $140.9
million in federal stimulus funds will be allocated as follows: overhaul of 40 diesel-electric locomotives ($71
million); HVAC rehabilitation of 41 rail cars ($1.3 million); replacement of bridges on the UP North Line –
Phase I, $40.1 million; Metra Electric bridge replacement, $3.5 million; Winnetka station (UP North Line)
rehabilitation, $5 million; Pingree Road station (UP NW
Line) parking, $1 million; Elburn station (UP West Line)
parking, $1.8 million; rehabilitation of platforms at the
Joliet and Lockport stations (Heritage Corridor Line),
$2.4 million; Golf station (Milwaukee District North Line)
renovation, $1 million; and BNSF signal modernization
and telecommunications work, $7 million.
Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, a famous architect, designed a building known as “the Test Cell” or “the Gunnery” in the early 1950s, presumably as an underground testing facility for explosives. It is located on the
corner of 35th Street and Federal Street in Chicago and
is to be demolished soon to make way for Metra’s $11.7
million 35th Street/U.S. Cellular Field rail station on the
Rock Island District Line, of which $6.8 million is federal
stimulus funds. Some preservationists are trying to preserve the structure, which is a part of the Illinois Institute
of Technology.
Here is more on what may be a never-ending saga of
why some Metra trains operate on the left (April Bulletin). In the May edition of On the Bi-level, one passenger disagreed with that answer, preferring instead to
believe that the line was laid out by British engineers.
Metra replied: “Well...we’re not wrong, but neither are
you, exactly. There are competing explanations for the
left-handed operation. Yours is one of them. Another is
that British investors dictated it. But as far as we can
tell, no one has definitive proof that their theory is the
right one. Several historians and researchers, as well
as the Chicago & North Western Historical Society, favor the explanation we gave, which is why we said it
was the ‘most plausible’ theory. A researcher at the society concluded that the British capital theory doesn’t
hold up because the vast majority of early stockholders
of the predecessor railroad, the Galena & Chicago Union, were Midwesterners, not Brits. And we could find no
mention of British engineers in an admittedly quick
search of histories of the railroad. If anyone out there
can cite a definitive explanation, send us an email.”
Would you believe it - $8,900 for a parking space at a
rail station? Well, that is a fact if you want to have your
own parking space and do not want to wait up to five
years until your name comes to the top of a waiting list
or you do not arrive at the station early enough. Commuters lucky enough to arrive early pay only $2 per day
to park in one of the existing lots. At the Route 59 station, which is the next-to-last stop on the BNSF line to
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Aurora, there are parking lots, but demand exceeds
capacity. Route 59 is Metra’s fastest growing in terms of
ridership, which is presently at 5,800 each day. Since
this transaction will be “condo-style,” commuters who
opt to purchase a spot will also be liable to pay taxes
and assessments for the upkeep of the property. Commuters lucky enough to arrive early only pay $2 per day.
The owners of the property originally planned to build a
commercial development, but those plans fell through.
There is one more thing: that $8,900 price will increase
to $9,600 once half of the spots are sold. Thanks to
member Jim Beeler for sending these reports from The
Chicago Tribune.
Metra Electric issued a new timetable, which went into
effect on May 27. Thanks again to Jim for sending copies.
Beginning June 15 and continuing through September
4, Metra extended its “Family Fares” program to include
weekdays. Normally available only on weekends and
holidays, Metra’s “Family Fares” allow up to three children under age 12 to ride free with a fare-paying adult.
A special three-day $5 unlimited-ride ticket was available for use on Friday, July 3, Saturday, July 4, and
Sunday, July 5. This special ticket also allowed one
adult to take up to three children under 12 along for
free.
At its June 12 board meeting, the RTA Board voted to
make the weekend CTA Yellow Line (Skokie Swift) service permanent. This service will continue to operate on
15-minute headways from 6:10 AM to 11:15 PM, and
was started on March 30, 2008 using a Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Program (CMAQ) grant.
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI
The Missouri State Legislature passed a bill containing
a one-time $12 million appropriation to the St. Louis
region to support transit service, which will take effect in
August. Metrolink was not affected, but bus service was
restored to many lines that had lost it in March.
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA
Northstar Commuter Rail reported that its first bi-level
cabs, 601 and 602, had arrived during the week of June
8. The trailers will be numbered in the 700-series, while
the MPI MP36 engines are in the 500-series. Bombardier will deliver the remaining 16 cars throughout the
summer.
DALLAS, TEXAS
Ground was broken on April 9 for the 4.5-mile extension of the DART Blue Line from downtown Garland to
historic downtown Rowlett. Funding for this $188 million
project, which is scheduled for completion in December,
2012, is included in DART’s 20-year Financial Plan.
AUSTIN, TEXAS
Capital Metrorail had planned to start operations last
December on the 32-mile line between Austin and
Leander, but that was pushed to March 15, and then to
sometime after mid-May. On May 13, Fred Gilliam,
(Continued on page 17)

NEW YORK DIVISION BULLETIN - JULY, 2009
Commuter and Transit Notes
(Continued from page 16)

President and Chief Executive Officer, said that substantial progress has been made, but the agency was
unable to set a new opening date. Another progress
report was due by mid-June, but at publication time,
there was no further information.
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO
The opening of the Santa Fe County/NM 599 station,
which had been scheduled for this Spring, has been
delayed until August. Other stations that are planned
are Zia Road, Santo Domingo Pueblo (Kewa), and Sandia Pueblo.
On June 3, Rail Runner’s two millionth rider was honored. She was a 50-year-old Motor Vehicle Clerk who
boards the train at Los Lunas and rides to Santa Fe,
where she makes the short walk to her office from the
station. She rewarded with a basket of Rail Runner
items, including a pass to ride the train free for one
year, a scale model of the New Mexico Rail Runner Express, a Two Millionth Passenger certificate, as well as
a Hotel Santa Fe Vacation package. Rail Runner began
operations on July 14, 2006.
Member Pete Donner was kind enough to send me
original Rail Runner timetables. They are printed on
sheets of paper that are 5½ by 8½ inches. They are
double-sided, in English and Spanish, and there is one
for Monday-Friday and a separate one for Saturday.
TUCSON, ARIZONA
On May 27, Tucson, awarded a $26 million contract
for seven streetcars to United Streetcar LLC, a subsidiary of Clackamas, Oregon-based Oregon Iron Works,
Incorporated. This follows an earlier order by Portland,
Oregon, for six streetcars, which followed United Streetcar's production of a prototype car now being tested in
Portland. Thanks to Railway Age for this report.
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON
A test run for the media was operated on June 4 over
Sound Transit’s 14-mile LRT line between downtown
Seattle and Tukwila. The line is set to open on July 18.
PORTLAND, OREGON
The recently opened West Side Express has had its
share of problems. On June 3, WES reported that due
to problems with bad fuel, all trips during the evening
commute were being provided by shuttle buses. While
the cars were being checked, the morning commute
was covered by shuttle buses, which served all five stations. Riders on shuttle buses were told to add 10 to 20
minutes to their commute. After thorough inspections
and testing, it was discovered that blooms from cottonwood trees were clogging the air filters on the trains’
cooling systems and blocking the sensors needed to
keep the trains in operation. The filters have been
cleaned, and will be cleaned weekly while the cottonwood trees are releasing blooms. All WES trains were
running for the evening commute.
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SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA
Member Paul Hilzen wrote that he and his wife traveled to San Francisco during March (she on business,
he as a railfan), and they stayed at the Airport Marriott. “I rode BART repeatedly for three days to get from
the hotel to downtown, and have some (non-technical)
observations about BART:
“BART offers a substantial senior discount. A $24 fare
card may be purchased for $9 - but at a limited number
of locations and generally only during business hours. I
arrived at 10 PM in Oakland and took BART to SF Airport. I had to buy a full fare card because the booth selling senior fare cards closed at 8 PM. Anyone traveling
to SF should buy the fare card in advance on the Internet if possible.
“Seats on BART are very comfy compared to our NYC
subways; about half face forward, and have great padding. But the ride in tunnels is noisier than anything I've
experienced recently in NYC - there's a LOUD whining,
screeching noise that make it almost impossible to
read, or even think.
“On-train announcements don't seem to be standardized. They range from the folksy (California casual) to
unhelpful, with Operators announcing the trains' destination, but not the station — which makes it difficult to
know where you are since the station signs are small
and the windows heavily tinted.
“Regarding MUNI: At Powell Street, I bought a MUNI
monthly senior pass for $10, which sure beat the
$18 price for the three day passport, even though I used
the pass for only 3 days. A terrific bargain.
“All in all SF remains a wonderful town, with every
kind of electric traction, mostly friendly Operators, heritage and modern operations — and trolley restoration
behind the Safeway at Duboce. Can't wait to return!”
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
Member John Pappas forwarded a report that the
Gold Line extension will not open in June as planned
due to unresolved operational issues. No new startup
date has been announced.
CALGARY, ALBERTA, CANADA
On June 15, there was a one station extension (2.1
miles) on the Northwest LRT from Dalhousie (opened
December 15, 2003) to Crowfoot. Another extension to
Tuscany/Rocky Ridge is planned for 2011.
FROM THE HISTORY FILES
100 Years ago: On July 24, 1909, the New York &
North Shore Traction Company began through service
between Mineola and Hicksville.
70 Years ago: Between July 8 and July 23, the following cities abandoned their trolleys: Duluth (July 8), Harrisburg (July 16), Quebec (July 19), and St. Joseph
(July 23). None of these cities currently has any known
plans to restore service.
News items and comments concerning this column may be
emailed to NYDnewseditor@aol.com.
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DUKE ELLINGTON CELEBRATION TRAIN
by Randy Glucksman
In celebration of Edward Kennedy Ellington’s 110th
birthday, a seven-car train of R-1 to R-9s was operated
on A from 125th Street to Howard Beach-JFK on April
29, 2009. Duke Ellington, as he was more popularly
known, was born in Washington, D.C. on April 29, 1899
and died on May 24, 1974. A noted bandleader, the
“Duke” was also a composer and pianist. One of the
band’s signature songs was “Take The ‘A’ Train,” which
was written by Billy Strayhorn.
The Islands of The Bahamas sponsored the event in
an effort to boost tourism, but there were also crewmembers from Jet Blue Airways who handed out bags
of blue potato chips and cards announcing low air fares.
A proclamation by Mayor Michael Bloomberg declared
April 29 as Duke Ellington Day, and beginning just before 10 AM, the Duke Ellington Orchestra was on the
mezzanine of the 125th Street-St. Nicholas Avenue station. The members played continuously before taking
their instruments and descending to the platform level to
board the museum train, occupying car 484. The Alex
Lodico Ensemble, a jazz band that plays on station platforms as part of the “Music Under New York” program,
entertained riders in car 401.
The museum train consisted of: S-100-484-15751300-1802-401-381-N.

In place of the normal destination signs, the head sign
read A BAHAMAS 8th Ave. EXPRESS
and the side signs displayed:
“IT’S BETTER IN”
“THE BAHAMAS”
The “Celebration Train” departed in service at about
11:15 AM, making all A stops to Howard Beach. It was
absolutely amazing to see how the passengers reacted
to the sight of this vintage train. Many who were standing on the platform, and waiting for the “regular” A, did
not know what to make of the train. Despite the presence of volunteers in the cars announcing that this was
an A train to Howard Beach, some still would not
board. And then there was the excitement, especially
from teenagers and young adults. Older riders were
likewise excited, and some spoke of their remembrances of these cars. Many of the passengers were
taking photos with either a camera or cell phone.
Upon arrival at Howard Beach-JFK, the train relayed
south of the station and departed in service at about
12:30 PM, making all A stops to 207th Street. One interesting note: at Howard Beach a test train of R-160s
was about to depart on a northbound trip, so there for a
brief moment in time was the oldest IND and newest
rolling stock.

….and at Howard Beach-JFK at the end of the trip.
Randy Glucksman photograph

R-1 100 at 125th Street at the beginning of the trip...
Randy Glucksman photograph

(Continued on page 19)
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The museum train on the Rockaway Line.
Ron Yee photograph

The museum train meets a newly delivered train of R-160s
undergoing acceptance testing at Howard Beach-JFK.
Ron Yee photograph

The museum train, with car 381 on the north end, at 207th
Street.
Ron Yee photograph

Some of the special signage that was installed for this event.
Ron Yee photograph

A train of slant R-40s at Howard Beach-JFK. These cars were
retired soon after and will most likely be reefed.
Ron Yee photograph
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Around New York’s Transit System
Interim MTA Executive Director/CEO Named
Helena Williams, President of the Long Island Rail
Road and former President of Long Island Bus, has
been named as interim Executive Director/Chief Executive Officer of MTA by Chairperson Dale Hemmerdinger.
Ms. Williams takes over for Elliot Sander, who resigned
effective May 22 (see June, 2009 issue). Under this
year’s state legislation that provided financial assistance
for MTA, the Chairperson position will be expanded to
include the Chief Executive Officer function. Also as part
of this legislation, Mr. Hemmerdinger is to leave the
Chairperson post by early June, although it is possible
that Governor David Paterson will nominate Mr. Hemmerdinger to succeed himself.
Ms. Williams has announced that she will retain the
presidency of the Long Island Rail Road while acting as
MTA’s Executive Director/Chief Executive Officer.
Fulton Street Transit Center Completion Delayed
Newspaper articles reveal that construction of the Fulton Street Transit Center will be completed in 2014,
seven years behind the original schedule.
The original estimate was $750 million, to be paid
from federal money for the redevelopment of the World
Trade Center area. To complete the work, MTA expects
to spend $424 million of federal stimulus money. When
the work is completed, MTA will have spent an estimated $1.4 billion.
A four-story glass-walled structure will be built at Fulton Street and Broadway. A glass dome was originally
planned, but was changed to a conical metal tower with
a glass top called an oculus that will focus light into the
building and the subway.
Estimated time for completion is as follows:
● December, 2009 — The Cortlandt Street station’s
northbound platform (RW) opens
● 2011—The Cortlandt Street station’s southbound
platform (RW) opens; the new connection from
the Broadway-Nassau Street (AC) station to the
Fulton Street (45) station opens
● 2012—Fulton Street station (45) rehabilitation
completed; Dey Street concourse linking Fulton
Street complex to Cortlandt Street station (RW)
opens; escalator to John Street opens; restored
Corbin Building with retail shops opens
● 2013—Broadway-Nassau Street (AC) mezzanine opens
● 2014—Transit Center building opens

20

R-42s Transferred to Transit Tech
The East New York High School of Transit Technology,
located at 1 Wells Street in Brooklyn, trains students
who expect to find work repairing subway cars. Before
graduating, most students apply for a competitive apprenticeship position with NYC Transit.
Because R-30 car 8337 was in the school since 1993,
the faculty decided that it should be replaced by cars
with newer technology. NYC Transit agreed to donate
an R-42 married pair, 4736-7, but the money to transport the cars was not available. Two years later, the
United Federation of Teachers was able to persuade
city officials to appropriate $120,000 to move the cars.
The R-42s, which are in good condition, were loaded
on an enormous flatbed truck at Linden Yard. On April
14, during the midnight hours, they were transported to
the school on the Belt Parkway, which was closed to
traffic. Then they were unloaded at the school on tracks
installed by Transport Workers Union-represented employees.
R-30 car 8337, which was returned to NYC Transit,
faces an uncertain future.
On April 24, a ribbon-cutting ceremony was held at the
school. Students, teachers, administrators, elected officials, and representatives from the United Federation of
Teachers and the Transport Workers Union all joined in
the celebration.
If the students are lucky enough to be hired by NYC
Transit, they can look forward to a steady job and a
fairly good salary.
Jerome Avenue Line Express Service Tested
NYC Transit recently enhanced the signal system
along the center track of the Jerome Avenue Line. To
make productive use of the center track, which has
never had regularly scheduled express service, NYC
Transit was slated to test the feasibility of operating 4
express service in the Bronx on weekdays from June 8
to 26. Four trains, leaving Woodlawn every 15 minutes
from 7:15 to 8 AM, were to operate express, stopping
only at Mosholu Parkway, Burnside Avenue, and 149th
Street-Grand Concourse before continuing along their
regular routing into Manhattan. There was to be no corresponding service back to the Bronx in the PM rush.
NYC Transit credited its new Line Managers Program,
saying that the Group General Manager in charge of the
area and the 4 Line Manager came up with the idea.
The results of the test will be studied, and a determination will be made whether to make the change permanent.
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TROLLEY FARES INCREASED IN 1919
In 1919, nine New York City street railway
operating companies were in the hands of
receivers because they could not maintain
the service without an increase in the fivecent fare. Deferred maintenance was $6 million and was constantly growing. Approximately 1,500 Brooklyn and 75 Manhattan
free transfer points were abolished.
All street railways were hard hit by World
War I and the tremendous increase in costs
following it. In the spring of 1918, all street
railways petitioned the Board of Estimate and
Apportionment for an increased fare. The
Board held one brief hearing in July, did nothing, and filed the petitions in November,
1918. Because of the Board’s inaction, the
companies appealed to the Public Service
Commission.
With 3,114 trolley cars, Brooklyn Rapid
Transit was probably the largest street railway in the city. Because it was on the brink of
receivership, it filed a September 10, 1918
tariff abrogating all transfer points except
where provided by municipal franchises or
other legal obligations. The Public Service
Commission suspended the tariffs and the
company’s finances kept deteriorating. On
July 1, 1919, the New York Court of Appeals
ruled that the Public Service Commission
had the power to authorize a company to
charge two cents for transfers. PSC ordered
the company to charge two cents for transfers, effective August 1, 1919. Under the new
transfer system, transfers were still retained
between the elevated and the trolley. Of the
1,008 transfer points between the trolley
lines, 30 free transfer points were retained
because of franchise requirements, 48
“feeder points” were still free, and the others
were subject to a two-cent charge.
1

Meanwhile, BRT’s financial condition continued deteriorating. When BRT defaulted on
the quarterly rental to the Brooklyn City bondholders on October 1, 1919, the judge ruled
that BCRR, which was still solvent, would
have to be separated from BRT. On October
16, 1919, transfers between the elevated and
BCRR cars were discontinued and more than
30,000 passengers paid two fares. On the
same date, nearly all transfers (150 points)
among its own lines were eliminated in addition to those between BCRR and other BRT
lines (450 points), except where there were
franchise or other legal obligations that prevented them from being discontinued. Two
fares were charged on several BCRR lines
and transfers between most BRT lines cost
two cents. When BMT started operating its
franchised bus system in 1931, it added 282
transfer privileges between bus and trolley at
52 points specified in the franchise. There
was a two-cent charge for these tranfers,
which were not issued between all intersecting trolley and bus lines. In 1967, there were
about 1,300 free transfer privileges in Brooklyn and more than 2,000 bus route intersections where no free transfer privileges were
granted. On September 12, 1982, Brooklyn
finally received a universal transfer system
where transfers were valid at each intersection.
The small Queens street railways were also
in bad shape financially. On November 18,
1919, the Long Island Electric Railway Company filed an application for zone fares. On
December 15, 1919, the Public Service Commission allowed the company to charge ten
cents for a ride to Belmont Park and to establish three five-cent zones on the Jamaica-Far
(Continued on page 19)
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QUEENS BOULEVARD LINE
by Bernard Linder
OWNERS
August 19, 1933
June 1, 1953

Board of Transportation of the City of New York
New York City Transit Authority

August 19, 1933
December 31, 1936
April 24, 1937
August 28, 1939
April 30-November 1,
1939 and May 11October 28, 1940
December 11, 1950
December 1, 1955
December 11, 1988
October 29, 1989
December 16, 2001

Trains started operating from Chambers Street to Roosevelt Avenue
Extended to Union Turnpike
Extended to 169th Street
Opened Ely Avenue station
World’s Fair branch in service

OPENING DATES

Extended to 179th Street
Opened 60th Street Tunnel connection linking BMT with IND at Queens Plaza
Extended to Parsons-Archer
Trains started operating through the 63rd Street Tunnel to 21st Street-Queensbridge
Through service was operated from the Queens Boulevard Line to the 63rd Street Tunnel

ROUTE AND SECTION NUMBERS
Route 104
Section
1

2
3

From 53rd Street and Fifth Avenue to:
A—53rd Street east of Sixth Avenue connection to Route 101, Section 11 (Sixth Avenue,
47th to 53rd Streets)
B — 52nd Street and Sixth Avenue connection to Route 101, Section F (Sixth Avenue, 52nd
to 58th Streets)
C — Private property, 53rd Street and Eighth Avenue connection to Route 102, Section 5
(Eighth Avenue, 48th to 58th Streets)
D — Eighth Avenue south of 53rd Street connection to Route 102, Section 5
53rd Street, Fifth Avenue to Second Avenue
53rd Street and Second Avenue to 44th Drive and 11th Street

Route 107
Section
13

Jackson Avenue and 42nd Road to 44th Drive and 11th Street

Route 108
Section
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Jackson Avenue and 42nd Road to Northern Boulevard and 37th Street
Northern Boulevard and 37th Street to:
A — Northern Boulevard and 53rd Place
B — Broadway and 53rd Place
Broadway and 72nd Street to:
A — Northern Boulevard and 53rd Place
B — Broadway and 53rd Place
Broadway, 72nd Street to Pettit Place
Broadway and Pettit Place to Queens Boulevard and 55th Avenue
Queens Boulevard, 55th Avenue to 64th Road
Queens Boulevard, 64th Road to 71st Road
Queens Boulevard and 71st Road to:
A — Queens Boulevard and Union Turnpike
B — Yard at 113th Place and 78th Avenue
Queens Boulevard and Union Turnpike to:
A — 137th Street and Hillside Avenue
B — Van Wyck Expressway, Hillside Avenue to connection with Route 131-D, Section 7
(Continued on page 3)
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Queens Boulevard Line
(Continued from page 2)

Hillside Avenue, 137th Street to 162nd Street
Hillside Avenue, 162nd Street to 178th Street
Hillside Avenue, 178th Street to 184th Place

10
11
12

60TH STREET TUNNEL CONNECTION
Route 125-A

Section
1

From 10th Street between 41st Road and Queens Plaza South to Queens Plaza South and
22nd Street
Queens Plaza South and 22nd Street to:
A — Jackson Avenue and 42nd Road
B — Jackson Avenue and West Street

2

63RD STREET TUNNEL
Route 131-A

Section
1
2
3
4
5A
5B
6
7

63rd Street and York Avenue to 41st Avenue and Vernon Boulevard
Central Park, 63rd Street and Fifth Avenue to 59th Street and Seventh Avenue
Central Park, 63rd Street and Fifth Avenue to 58th Street and Sixth Avenue
63rd Street, Fifth Avenue to Park Avenue
63rd Street, Park Avenue to Third Avenue
63rd Street, Third Avenue to York Avenue
41st Avenue, Vernon Boulevard to 22nd Street
41st Avenue, 22nd Street to 29th Street

—

29th Street and 41st Avenue to 34th Street and Northern Boulevard

Route 131-E

Route 131-D—Archer Avenue
Section
1
2
3
4

Archer Avenue, 147th Place to 153rd Street
Archer Avenue, 144th Place to 147th Place
Archer Avenue, 138th Street to 144th Place
Archer Avenue and 153rd Street to:
A — Upper level, Archer Avenue and 159th Street
B — Lower level, Archer Avenue and 159th Street
Archer Avenue and Parsons Boulevard to:
A — Upper level, Archer Avenue and 159th Street
B — Lower level, Archer Avenue and 159th Street
Van Wyck Expressway, Hillside Avenue to 89th Avenue
Van Wyck Expressway, 89th Avenue to Archer Avenue

5
7
8
FROM

TO

CONTRACT AWARDED

WORK COMPLETED

Subway Construction
Eighth Avenue

Second Avenue

April 22, 1927

August 31, 1930

Second Avenue

East Avenue

March 22, 1927

September 30, 1930

th

Queens Street

37 Street

December 6, 1928

September 30, 1931

37th Street

53rd Place

December 12, 1928

May 3, 1932

Pettit Place

June 1,1929

May 31, 1933

rd

53 Place
Pettit Place
th

55 Avenue
th

64 Road

th

55 Avenue

November 15, 1929

May 31, 1933

th

December 26, 1930

July 31, 1934

st

December 30, 1929

May 31, 1932

64 Road
71 Road

(Continued on page 4)
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Queens Boulevard Line
(Continued from page 3)
FROM

TO

CONTRACT AWARDED

WORK COMPLETED

st

Union Turnpike

August 13, 1930

September 30, 1936

th

Hillside Avenue

January 29, 1931

December 31, 1933

March 9, 1931

March 31, 1936

71 Road
137 Street
th

th

137 Street

178 Street
Tracks

Eighth Avenue

Hunter Avenue

July 10, 1930

July 31, 1931

Northern Boulevard

Pettit Place

June 25, 1931

April 30, 1932

Pettit Place

Union Turnpike

September 26, 1934

September 30, 1935

Union Turnpike

178th Street

June 28, 1935

June 30, 1936

STATION

CONTRACT AWARDED

WORK COMPLETED

Station Finish
Seventh Avenue, Fifth Avenue, Lexington Avenue

June 20, 1930

August 31, 1931

Ely Avenue

July 16, 1937

July 31, 1938

February 25, 1931

May 31, 1932

th

th

Queens Plaza, 36 Street, Steinway Street, 46 Street
th

Northern Boulevard, 65 Street, Roosevelt Avenue

June 4, 1931

May 31, 1932

Elmhurst Avenue, Grand Avenue

January 6, 1932

November 30, 1932

Woodhaven Boulevard, 63rd Drive, 67th Avenue, 71st Avenue

June 4, 1935

April 30, 1936

January 27, 1936

February 28, 1937

July 1, 1936

July 31, 1937

ITEM

CONTRACT AWARDED

WORK COMPLETED

Signals—Routes 104, 107, 108

December 31, 1930

September 30, 1933

Signals—Jamaica Line

April 25, 1935

July 31, 1937

Jamaica Yard—inspection shed

August 20, 1934

March 31, 1938

th

75 Avenue, Union Turnpike, Van Wyck Boulevard
th

Sutphin Boulevard, Parsons Boulevard, 169 Street
Equipment

Jamaica Yard—tracks and contact rail

May 18, 1935

January 31, 1937

Escalators—Fifth Avenue and Lexington Avenue

May 17, 1939

March 31, 1940

Power Equipment—Queens Line

June 28, 1932

July 31, 1934

BACK FROM THE DEAD
by Larry Kiss
sie (MP 72.8), were discontinued.
This occurred because of projections of attracting new
riders due to changes in the surrounding area. At New
Hamburg, a large residential community was developed
within walking distance of the station and there were
similar population increases near Manitou. Today, Manitou has a low-level platform and is served by one roundtrip on weekdays and two on weekends. All trains now
stop at New Hamburg's two high-level platforms.
So as things change over the years sometimes what
seemed permanent becomes only temporary. As populations change and ridership potential increases or decreases, it is likely that we will probably see some more
re-openings and closures.

Over the years many suburban railroad stations have
been abandoned. Some have been closed because
changing demographics have reduced ridership, e.g.
Roseville Avenue and Grove Street on NJ Transit’s Morristown Line, or because improvements such as highlevel platforms were not deemed cost-effective, e.g. two
LIRR stations, Holtsville on the Main Line and Center
Moriches on the Montauk Line.
However, there have been two stations that were
abandoned and reopened and both are on the MetroNorth’s Hudson Line. From July 2, 1973 until September 16, 1979, Manitou (MP 45.4), between Peekskill
(MP 40.6) and Garrison (MP 49.1), and New Hamburg
(MP 64.4), between Beacon (MP 58.2) and Poughkeep4
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THIRD AVENUE EL’S BRONX PARK TERMINAL
(Continued from August, 2009 Issue)

Looking south in the east pocket, July 20, 1951.
Bernard Linder photograph

Looking south in the west pocket, July 20, 1951.
Bernard Linder photograph

The terminal as it appeared on July 20, 1951.
Bernard Linder photograph

South of the terminal, July 20, 1951.
Bernard Linder photograph

Station entrance, June 17, 1951. This station closed on November
14, 1951.
Bernard Linder collection

Your Editor-in-Chief at Bronx
Park, looking north, June 12,
1949.
Bernard Linder collection
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NEW YORK CITY SUBWAY CAR UPDATE
by George Chiasson
September 24. As of September 16, R-160Bs 9123-32
were transferred from Jamaica (E, F) back to Coney
Island (N, Q, W) as protection against the increased
equipment required on B and Q due to the major General Order in effect as several Brighton Line stations are
rebuilt. Finally, the installation of CBTC-related hardware has been completed on 64 R-160A-1s assigned to
East New York, but none have as yet been accepted for
revenue service as such. Starting on October 9, cars
8313-76 were “captive-assigned” to L and will eventually be operating under CBTC signal control and in full
ATO mode. As a result, R-160A-1s 8377-8652 are to
only be used on J/Z and M from this time forward,
but 8313-76 may also be used on J/Z and M if required.
As of October 16, deliveries totaled 340 R-160A-1s,
445 R-160A-2s, and 565 R-160Bs for a combined quantity of 1,350. Of the overall total as of October 16, 340
R-160A-1s were in service at East New York on J/Z,
L, and M; 60 R-160A-2s plus 420 R-160Bs at Coney
Island on N, Q, and W (for 480 total); and 370 R160A-2s plus 130 R-160Bs at Jamaica on E and F for
a combined total of 500.
60-Foot SMEE News (End of the R-40Ms)
The lone 10-car train of Phase I R-32s assigned to
Coney Island on September 12 (3445/3468, 3520/3891,
3610/1, 3726/7, 3820/1) was in steady weekday use on
B through October 16, being sidelined between September 29 and October 5 for a minor mechanical problem. There also remained 26 Phase Is (2 10-car trains)
active at Jamaica on R and V, with one spare set
available and four others assigned to the 38th Streetbased Refuse Train. Since the R-40Ms left the fleet on
August 28 the retirement of Morrison-Knudsenoverhauled R-42s has continued at a slow pace, the
active fleet being reduced from 112 to 92, sufficient to
support the operation of nine 10-car trains. Overall by
October 16, there remained 242 Phase I R-32s and 142
Morrison-Knudsen-overhauled R-42s active for a total of
384.
60-Foot SMEE Retirements and Restorations
The following were taken out of service, restored to
operation, or reassigned to work service through October 16, 2009:
September, 2009: R-42 (Morrison-Knudsenoverhauled) 4582/3, 4622/3, 4644/5, 4718/9, 4746/7,
4764/5 withdrawn from Jamaica (R, V); R-32 Phase I
3522/3 from Jamaica (R, V) reassigned to refuse train
(second time); R-32 Phase I 3804/5 removed from refuse train
October, 2009: R-42 (Morrison-Knudsen-overhauled)

Hello, everybody!
And so we enter the last few weeks of 2009. As we
do, work has resumed on brake valve modifications in
Flushing, and Alstom has concluded its Option I portion
of the R-160 contract, moving straight on into Option II.
The retirement of Jamaica’s 60-foot SMEEs is still progressing as well, and soon, the movement of R-46s to
A (and C) will commence, which may become the
New York City subway’s big story of late 2009. With
that, let’s go!
Subdivision “A” Happenings
Various single unit R-62As continued to be used on
Corona-based Refuse Train “Ash-7” into October,
bracketing a series of flat cars containing dumpsters
along with a lone “EPO” R-127/134 work motor. The
installation of modified brake valves into the single units
is once again proceeding rapidly, with 1934, 1974,
2014, and 2024 being observed during September and
2034, 2054, 2064, 2094, 2104, 2134, and 2154 by mid
October. The three remaining single units that end in
“4” (1954, 2004, and 2144) should be completed by the
end of the month, and then the brake valve conversion
will move on to single units ending in “2.” When moved
from 3 to 7 in 2003, single unit R-62As 2023-44 were
set up as “4-trip” cars for shop moves to Coney Island
(that is, having trip devices on both sides), joined by 8
others in 2004. In the time since, that number has been
reduced from 30 to the present 9 cars (2011-3, 2015-7,
2019, 2022, and 2023). These are only to be used in an
operating position when assigned to inter-divisional utility duties, and only in a non-operating (mid-train) position when used in revenue service on 7.
A report on the status of Pelham-assigned R-142As
7631-5 indicates that it suffered from severe electrical
anomalies and requires extensive rewiring.
R-160 Progress (Final Option I R-160A-2 In Service,
Option II Begins)
On September 18, Alstom-built R-160A-2 Option I
cars 9588-92 arrived at 207th Street, thereby completing
delivery of this portion of the R-160 contract. They were
closely pursued by the first five cars of Alstom’s Option
II (9593-7), which were on hand as of September 22. By
September 30, R-160A-2 Option II cars 9598-9607 had
also been delivered, along with 9608-27 through October 16. During this time, Option I R-160A-2s 9563-82
had entered passenger service at Jamaica (E, F) by
September 30, followed by the final Option I set on October 8 (9583-92). The first train of Option II R-160A-2s
(9593-9602) made its debut on E and F October 14.
By October 16, the delivery of Option II R-160Bs 983847 was completed, with the most recent of the Kawasaki-built cars (9823-32) starting service at Jamaica on

(Continued on page 7)
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September 18, was reloaded the following week, and
departed on September 26 for Delaware’s Del-JerseyLand Reef with the following 44 cars aboard: R-40Ms
4452, 4453, 4456, 4457, 4472, 4473, 4476, 4477, 4478,
4479, 4506, 4507, 4518, 4519, 4526, 4527, 4528, 4529,
4536, 4537, 4538, 4539, 4544, and 4545, along with
Morrison-Knudsen-overhauled R-42s 4552, 4553, 4586,
4587, 4604, 4605, 4634, 4635, 4642, 4643, 4682, 4683,
4696, 4697, 4722, 4723, 4756, 4757, 4772, and 4773. A
DNR press release dated September 30, 2009 later
confirmed the arrival of Barge 24 at that location. The
empty vessel had returned to Manhattan again by October 3 and was also reloaded immediately. It left 207th
Street once again on October 10 and was also believed
to be destined for Delaware, but as of this writing had
not been confirmed as yet. In any case, these were the
44 cars contained on Barge 25: Phase I R-32s 3492,
3493, 3690, 3691, 3704, 3705 (6); R-40Ms 4458, 4459,
4468, 4469, 4470, 4471, 4484, 4485, 4488, 4489, 4540,
4541, 4546, 4547 (14); and Morrison-Knudsenoverhauled R-42s 4588, 4589, 4590, 4591, 4598, 4599,
4628, 4629, 4640, 4641, 4670, 4671, 4686, 4687, 4700,
4701, 4724, 4725, 4740, 4741, 4748, 4749, 4758, 4759
(24).
Conclusion
Another month, another milestone…and so it goes! As
the R-160 program passes through the 80% completion
level, speculation is beginning to build as to what direction MTA NYC Transit will take in its future acquisitions.
As things stand there are two possible courses: obtain
some new cars for the IRT and accordingly re-equip 7
with New Technology Trains (as proposed under Contract R-188), or continue the process of rolling stock
replacement and renewal on Subdivision “B”, as foreseen through Contract R-179. Whichever way things
are ultimately decided, the debate(s) rage(s) on as does
the stop-and-start economic uncertainty of these times.
Bottom line is, as of this writing in mid-October nothing
has as yet been finalized. Stay tuned, stay warm, and
enjoy your autumn in New York!

New York City Subway Car Update
(Continued from page 6)

4566/7, 4626/7, 4678/9, 4742/3, 4770/1 withdrawn from
Jamaica (R, V).
The 75-Footers of MTA New York City Transit (R-44,
R-46, R-68, R-68A)
4-car R-46 unit 6118-21 remained at 207th Street as of
October 12, awaiting a mate before it can begin revenue service. It appears that only 207th Street-based R46s (in 8-car trains) will be used on C when the assignment of 75-foot equipment to that service commences
later this autumn. Reputedly they will be supported by
8-car trains of Phase I R-32s, until they are retired, and
8-car trains of Pitkin-assigned R-46s, but not (at least
nominally) 8-car trains of R-44s.
Another train of R-68As appeared in N service on
September 21, 2009.
The R-44s of MTA Staten Island Railway
Arriving at Coney Island Overhaul Shop between September 16 and October 16 were SIR “A” cars 410, 424,
428, and 460, along with “B” car 433. “A” car 464 remained in process at Coney Island, while “A” cars 404,
420, 422, 452, and 458 were completed and returned to
Staten Island. This raised the overall number of completed cars to 35. On a recent journey to Staten Island,
it was discovered that overhauled and unoverhauled
SIR R-44s are being randomly mixed in operating consists. The overhauled cars were easily discernible on
the exterior by the white weather seals along the length
of the roof line, and they also display their car number
in the end destination sign window. Inside they display a
totally different color regime from their unoverhauled
sisters, having black flooring and periwinkle seats. Finally, the overhauled SIR R-44s have a modified threshold sill (the area immediately beneath each door opening), which now sports a metal “vent” designed to avoid
moisture build-up in the framing.
Reefing Renewed and Miscellaneous Disposition
Notes
The empty Weeks barge was back at 207th Street by

The Weeks barge on its way to Delaware on September 26, 2009.
David Ross photograph

7

NEWYORK
YORKDIVISION
DIVISIONBULLETIN
BULLETIN- DECEMBER,
OCTOBER, 2000
NEW
2009

Commuter and Transit Notes

No. 253
by Randy Glucksman

and 157. Over 15,000 people turned out to see the
train.
For the NYC Marathon, the usual special timetable
was issued in black and white, rather than in blue and
white. There were some minor time changes when compared to last year’s edition.
A new Ticket Machine Center with ten machines, including one to sell MetroCards, is located on the Main
Concourse under the archway leading to the Lexington
Avenue Subway. It opened on November 2.
Special timetables for the Thanksgiving weekend and
the Christmas/New Year’s periods were to be issued,
but were not available at press time.
MTA METRO-NORTH RAILROAD (W EST)
Weekdays between October 12 and November 20,
during midday hours, buses replaced rail service on the
Port Jervis Line between Harriman and Port Jervis in
order to perform tie replacement work, bridge inspections, and a signal system upgrade. My son Marc told
me that MTA Bus provided MCI buses that are normally
used in Express service. What makes this operation
interesting is that we believe that this was the first use
of MTA buses in any scheduled west-of-Hudson service.
During September, when Pascack Valley Line service
was replaced by buses (October Bulletin), it was
Coach USA that provided the equipment.
A new timetable was issued effective November 8 for
the Pascack Valley and Port Jervis Lines in conjunction
with NJ Transit’s timetable change. A paragraph explaining the use of monthly and weekly west-of-Hudson tickets on the Hudson Line has been added for the first
time.
Getaway service operated on November 25 (eve of
Thanksgiving), and will also operate on December 24
(Christmas Eve) and December 31 (New Year’s Eve) on
the Port Jervis Line. Train #99 (2:45 PM Hoboken/Port
Jervis) replaces Train #59 (6:11 PM Hoboken/Port
Jervis) on all three dates.
On Thanksgiving Day, Train #94 (6:21 AM Port Jervis/
Hoboken) and Train #91 (12:14 PM Hoboken/Port
Jervis were added. For President’s Day, extra Train #93
(5:20 PM Hoboken/Port Jervis) will operate.
RDC-1 43, which operated for Metro-North in both
east- and west-of-Hudson service before being sold to
the New York Susquehanna & Western Railway, has a
new home. According to the Autumn issue of West Jersey Rails Quarterly (published by the West Jersey
Chapter NRHS and sent by member Dennis Zaccardi),
CSX delivered this car to the Southern Railroad of New
Jersey on November 28, 2008. NYS&W used 43, which
was built in 1953 for the New Haven Railroad, for its

MTA METRO-NORTH RAILROAD (EAST)
The next edition of timetables were issued for the period October 18, 2009 through March 27, 2010 (not
March 26 as was reported in the November Bulletin).
For unknown reasons, the Hudson Line timetable carries the word “Revised” and it is possible that none of
the original edition was distributed.
Timetables for the sixth game of the American League
Championship series were available on the Internet.
This game, which had been postponed due to rain from
Saturday night, October 24, was played the following
night, and with a 5-2 victory over the California Angels,
the Yankees won their 40th American League pennant
and ultimately, on November 4, their 27th World Series.
Having earned home field advantage, the first two
games took place at Yankee Stadium on October 27
and 28, and again, Metro-North published Internet timetables for all three lines as well as from Grand Central
Terminal and Harlem-125th Street. These schedules
would be in effect for all games played through November 5, should seven games have been required. Please
see the special section below.
In the last week of October, I saw former West-ofHudson cab cars that had been returned from their
overhaul. 6129 and 6131 had been 5177 and 5178.
The Stamford Advocate reported that the first pair of
M-8 cars was to be shipped via freighter from Kawasaki’s plant in Kobe, Japan to Baltimore during the last
week of October (Editor’s Note: they were). From there
they will travel by rail to New Haven and begin testing.
From November through January, two cars will be
shipped each month until there is an eight-car train.
Starting in 2010, ten cars will be built each month with
the first 38 being completed in Japan. The balance of
262 will be completed at Kawasaki’s factory in Lincoln,
Nebraska.
Further information: these two cars were scheduled to
arrive in Baltimore sometime this month, where they will
receive some final components before being shipped by
rail to New Haven and then begin about six months of
road testing. If everything goes well, the first cars could
be in service by the end of 2010.
Metro-North hosted the Walt Disney Christmas Train,
which was displayed on Track 37 in Grand Central Terminal from October 30 to November 1. This was the
final stop of a 40-city nationwide tour that began in Los
Angeles on May 22. The purpose of this train was to
promote Disney’s new holiday movie, an animated 3-D
version of Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol” starring
Jim Carrey as Ebenezer Scrooge. The specially outfitted four-car train was towed by a Metro-North engine
along with its assigned motive power, Amtrak P42’s 71

(Continued on page 9)
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New Year’s Day departing from 30th Street Station at
2:45 AM, with arrival in Atlantic City at 4:13 AM.
BERGEN/MAIN: Train #1203, departing Hoboken at
7:37 AM and operating to Waldwick, has been added.
Under the previous schedules, Train #1203 was the
6:28 AM Hoboken/Waldwick, but it has been renumbered to Train #1201. Train #1107 (7:51 AM Hoboken/
Suffern) is now Train #1109.
MONTCLAIR-BOONTON: The big news here is the launch
of weekend/holiday service every two hours on the
Montclair portion of this line. Saturday service ended on
October 1, 1966 and Sunday service on April 23, 1961.
An Erie-Lackawanna timetable in my collection dated
January 30, 1961 shows six eastbound and seven
westbound trains that operated on Sundays and major
holidays. On the next timetable that I have, April 30,
1961, there is no longer any Sunday/Holiday service.
The new service is numbered in the 500-series. There
are nine eastbound trains departing Bay Street between
7:05 AM and 12:05 AM. Westbound, ten trains depart
Hoboken between 6:08 AM and 11:08 PM and at 1:32
AM. Connections to New York, Morristown, and Gladstone trains are made at Newark Broad Street.
MORRIS & ESSEX: Train #6684 (11:37 PM Dover) now
operates to New York Penn, replacing Train #684,
which under the previous schedules, had been a Hoboken train. Hoboken-bound passengers must now
change at Newark Broad Street. Westbound, the last
train to Dover, which had been Train #603, departed
from Hoboken at 1:45 AM. Now, it is Train #6605, which
departs New York Penn at 1:58 AM. Passengers who
previously had direct service from Hoboken must use
Main Line Train #1101 (1:50 AM Hoboken/Suffern) and
change at Secaucus Junction. Normally there is an additional charge for transferring at this station; however, it
is being waived because there is a note in the timetable
that passengers should present their ticket to the faregate attendant who will pass them through the faregates. Two reverse peak trains have been added. In the
morning, Train #6317 departs New York Penn at 9:17
AM, arriving at Summit at 9:56 AM. Afternoons, Train
#6656 departs Dover at 3:46 PM, arriving at New York
Penn at 4:57 PM.
NORTHEAST CORRIDOR: Amtrak tie replacement work
continues between Trenton and New Brunswick. Reverse peak service has been increased with the addition of:
Trains #3709 (7:27 AM), 3711 (7:36 AM), and 3713
(8:05 AM), from New York Penn to Jersey Avenue
Train #3927 (8:52 AM), New York Penn to Trenton
Train #3982 (6:26 PM), Trenton to New York Penn
Beginning with the August 16 timetables, additional
weekend service above what was reported in the September Bulletin between New York Penn and Secaucus Junction also operates hourly between 8:50 and
11:55 AM (Trains #7629/7641) and westbound in the
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On-Track service, which was terminated in July, 2007.
MTA LONG ISLAND RAIL ROAD
To accommodate the signal cutover and switch work
at Valley Interlocking over the weekend of October 2425, LIRR issued a booklet concerning the work as well
as special timetables for the Babylon, Far Rockaway,
Long Beach, West Hempstead, and Montauk Branches,
as well as the City Terminal Zone. Passengers were
advised to allow 30-50 minutes of extra travel time and
to use rail service on the North shore. To summarize, no
train service was operated through Valley Stream. On
these branches, trains were operated between: Freeport and Babylon; Babylon and Jamaica/New York
Penn; Rosedale and Jamaica/New York Penn; and
Long Beach and Lynbrook. Buses were used between
Jamaica and Baldwin; Far Rockaway and Rosedale;
Lynbrook and Jamaica; and West Hempstead and Jamaica. Timetables on hard stock were also issued for:
October 23 – Long Beach, Friday night track work
schedule
October 24 – Hempstead, Saturday morning track
work schedule
October 24-25 – Medford to Greenport, bus replacement
The work was completed on time and service was
reported operating normally through Valley Interlocking
on Monday morning.
Timetables were issued for the period of November 9
through December 13. All have a turkey with
“Thanksgiving Greetings,” but the following also have
wording for extra Thanksgiving Day service: Port Jefferson, Ronkonkoma, Babylon, Long Beach, and Montauk.
These lines operated “Holiday Eve” trains: Port Washington, Port Jefferson, Far Rockaway, Babylon, Long
Beach, and Montauk. This service also operates on December 24 and 31.
Montauk Branch timetables were issued for track work
on two weekends (October 31 and November 7) and for
weekdays (November 2-6 and 9-13). Due to late-night
track work on the Babylon Branch, November 9-10 and
16-19, a special timetable card was produced.
Another timetable card that was issued was for a UFL
game at Citi Field. Since I had no idea what this was, I
Googled it and found out that it was for a United Football League game between the New York Sentinels and
Las Vegas Locos, which was moved to a stadium at
Hofstra University. In case you are interested, the Sentinels lost.
NJ TRANSIT
As was reported last month, timetables were issued
for all lines effective November 8. Train times at stations
were changed on a number of lines. These are the significant changes:
ATLANTIC CITY: An extra train, #4699, will operate on

(Continued on page 10)
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afternoons between 5:16 and 9:15 PM (Trains
#7648/7664) from Secaucus Junction to New York
Penn.
NORTH JERSEY COAST: There are several new trains.
Trains #3503 (5:51 AM) & 3507 (6:50 AM), New York
Penn to South Amboy. Previous trains beginning with
#3503 (3:22 PM New York Penn/South Amboy) were
renumbered up, sequentially.
Train #3516 departs from South Amboy at 7:04 PM,
and the previous Train #3516 (7:04 PM South Amboy/
New York Penn) is now #3518.
PASCACK VALLEY: One late-night inbound train has
been added. Train #1634 departs Spring Valley at 11:26
PM (weekdays) and on weekends/holidays Train #2126
departs from Spring Valley at 8:10 PM, which is three
minutes earlier than under the previous schedules.
RARITAN VALLEY: Two trains have been added, one on
weekdays and one on weekends/holidays:
Train #5904, 7:28 PM Plainfield to Newark
Train #5538, 10:18 PM Raritan to Newark. This closes
a 1½ hour gap between Train #5536 (9:19 PM) and
Train #5540 (11:47 PM).
Getaway service operated on the eve of November 25
(Thanksgiving Day) on the Morris & Essex, Northeast
Corridor, North Jersey Coast, Pascack Valley, Port
Jervis, and Raritan Valley Lines. These trains are also
scheduled to operate on December 24 (Christmas Eve)
and December 31 (New Year’s Eve).
Additional inbound and outbound trains were operated
on the Morris & Essex, North Jersey Coast, and Raritan
Valley Lines on Thanksgiving Day.
It had been proposed that beginning in September the
Mail/Ride program would be eliminated due to the high
cost of mailing tickets (July Bulletin). Due to complaints, it was decided to retain the program, but with a
monthly charge of $3. In early October there were seat
drops aboard trains promoting NJ Transit’s (new) QuickTik® program and in the October, 2009 fyi, there was a
mention of this service and the fact that more than
10,000 had signed up. Neither refers to the $3 monthly
charge, but it is on the Quick-Tik® sign-up page on NJ
Transit’s website.
Deliveries of multi-level cars through Kenwood Yard
have been slow. Member Bob Kingman reported these
sightings: October 19, 7665 and 7666; and October 29,
7667, 7668, 7669, and 7298. At the Port of Albany, Bob
reported that he saw ten R-160 shells, some of which
were numbered 1852, 1882, and 1909. He writes that
they are obviously not shipping these in order.
The Newark City Subway was closed for four weekends beginning October 23 and ending November 16
for track maintenance. Substitute bus service was provided to all light rail stations in two segments, from
Newark Penn Station to Grove Street and to Broad
10

Street. Passengers were told to allow up to ten minutes
of additional travel time.
The Borough of Tenafly invited NJ Transit to a townwide meeting to discuss passenger rail on November
16. Member Stanley Z. Harris, who notified me about
this meeting, planned to attend and take notes.
Member Tom McAnaney wrote that it seems that the
southbound ACES train is no longer running on diesel
to Philly. During the middle of October, he was aboard a
SEPTA train at Trenton waiting to depart when one
passed. “I could only see it flash by, but I didn't hear the
diesel roar.” So, on another day he waited at Rahway
for the afternoon run-by. “Sure enough, the electric was
pushing, and I couldn't hear the diesel.”
In a follow-up email, Tom wrote that he bumped into
an old friend now working for Amtrak, who confirmed
that the reason for using the diesel engine west of Newark was the possibility that the diesel might not start
when the train was being turned. Amtrak stopped this
practice because the changeover at Newark was taking
too much time.
At some airports there are special areas which are
available for re-charging laptop and cell phone batteries. Where they do not exist, people just plug in to any
available outlet. I was surprised to see this phenomenon taking place at New York Penn during a midday
visit during which two people were charging their cell
phones and one was working on his laptop.
PORT AUTHORITY TRANS-HUDSON CORPORATION
There was a bumper block crash at 33rd Street at 8:15
AM on October 21 involving a train of PA-5s. The incident, which is under investigation, involved the 7:59 AM
Hoboken/33rd Street. Ten minor injuries and some delays to service were reported. Thanks to David Erlitz for
this report.
PATH will be getting a new signal system as a result
of the award of $344 million of the estimated $580 million in signal contracts on October 22. Siemens is the
head of a consortium that won the largest contract, valued at $321 million, for the design, manufacture and
installation of the new signal technology as well as the
removal of the old system. This is a major part of the
Port Authority’s $3.3 billion plan to modernize the entire
PATH system, an initiative that also includes the 340car PA-5 order and 10-car platforms on the Newark/
World Trade Center Line. Signals will be replaced
throughout the 43 track miles and 13 stations, while the
new communications equipment also will be installed
inside 130 of the new PA-5s that have an operating Engineer’s cab. Preliminary design work is to begin later
this month, with signal installation taking place in 2011.
PA officials are hoping that this new, state-of-the-art signal system will allow closer headways, which would
save time and increase capacity by 20% by the time all
of the new signals are in service in 2013.
(Continued on page 11)
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PORT AUTHORITY OF NEW YORK & NEW JERSEY
On October 7, the Port Authority launched a new
agency website that features improvements such as a
real-time alert system to notify customers of incidents
and events at PA facilities. It would also determine the
most convenient way to get to a destination on mass
transit using multiple agency transit systems. There is
also information on buses and flights at Stewart Airport.
It was on July 9 that PATH got a new website.
AMTRAK
October 26 was the date that Fall, 2009/Winter, 2010
timetables went into effect; System Timetable Form T-1
will remain in effect until April, 2010. The page concerning Summer maintenance, which first appeared in the
Spring/Summer, 2009 edition has been repeated. Acela
and Northeast Regional trains are again in these separate timetables – Forms W-2 (New York and Washington, D.C.), W-4 (Boston and Virginia Beach) and W-5
(Springfield and Washington, D.C.). Keystone and Empire trains as well as The Vermonter have been returned to the timetable. Originals of Form W-2 were not
available at New York Penn during several visits that
were made between the end of October and midNovember.
In Fiscal Year 2009, Amtrak carried nearly 27.2 million
passengers, marking the second highest ridership total
since it started in 1971. The 27,167,014 total passengers for the 12 months ending September 30, 2009 fell
short of the all-time record of 28.7 million for FY 2008,
but exceeded the FY 2007 total by 5.1%. Total ticket
revenue for FY 2009 was $1.6 billion. While ridership in
the Northeast Corridor on Acela and Northeast Regional
services did not keep pace with last year, several shortdistance routes did achieve new highs, including the
Chicago-St. Louis corridor (+6%), Keystone Service
(+2.7%), the Raleigh-Charlotte Piedmont (+3.8%), and
the Vermonter (+1.9%). Elsewhere, Coast Starlight ridership was up 22.3% from the previous fiscal year, recovering from a 15-week service disruption in 2008 that
closed a portion of the route in northern California.
Other long distance trains that posted gains in FY 2009
versus FY 2008 include the Sunset Limited (+9.8%), the
Texas Eagle (+3.6 %), the Silver Meteor (+3.4%), and
Silver Star (+1.1%). Thanks to Bob Hansen for this report.
On November 3, Amtrak launched a new website.
Amtrak’s Thanksgiving timetable, for the period November 24-30, was not available at publication time.
METROPOLITAN AREA
The 2,200-foot Mount Beacon Incline Railway opened
in 1902 and closed in 1978. Construction was by the
Otis Elevator Company in Yonkers and the Mohawk
Construction Company. The height of the upper station
was 1,540 feet above sea-level. Over the years a num11

ber of fires took their toll but the line always came back.
However, in 1978, the owners lost the title to the land at
the top of the railway due to a tax sale and soon after,
the property was abandoned and its two cars were
parked at mid-track. In 1982, the railway was placed on
the National Register of Historic Places by the U.S. Department of the Interior, but the following year, a fire
swept the mountain, destroying the entire railway. The
Mount Beacon Incline Railway Restoration Society
(founded 1996), in its Autumn, 2009 edition of RAIL
MAIL, reported that engineers from two railroad construction companies had recently visited the property to
make an assessment about the feasibility of restoring
the line. If it can be done, the group has targeted the
year 2013 as the date to begin operating once again. A
video of the line as it was in 1902 can be found at:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QLYS838WTAs.
On October 17, The New York Times “let the cat out
of the bag” when it wrote that every (New York commuter) train leaves a minute late (out of the New York
terminals). To those in the industry, it was a known fact
that the departure times of trains are one minute later in
the Employee Timetables (which the Times referred to
as a “private timetables for employees”) than in the public versions. According to rail historian and retired
Metro-North employee Jack Swanberg, “that’s been
done forever.” At Grand Central Terminal, riders should
not consider the one minute as a guarantee, because
Conductors have the discretion to depart at the public
timetable time as long as the platform is clear and no
passengers are rushing down the ramp. Apparently, this
minute was originally known as “gate time,” dating to
the days when gates were used to block off the ramps
that lead down to the platforms. Although this practice
started at Grand Central Terminal, it was extended to
New York Penn (Amtrak, LIRR, and NJ Transit) and
Flatbush Avenue.
NEW YORK YANKEES
For the first time since 2003, the New York Yankees
were in the World Series, with the Philadelphia Phillies
as their opponents. Some in the news media referred to
this as the “Amtrak Series,” “New Jersey Turnpike Series,” “Liberty Series (Bell-Statue),” or “Broad StreetBroadway,” and there were others. Late in the afternoon
of Monday, October 26, I received an email from NJ
Transit advising that the entrance to New York Penn at
W. 31st Street and Eighth Avenue would be closed between 5 and 6 PM, due to “police activity (VIP Arrival).”
It was not until I read the next morning’s New York
Times that I knew the reason why – the Phillies had
arrived in New York via Amtrak. A Phillies spokesman
told it like this: “It was pure convenience. The distance
between Philadelphia and New York is too short for a
flight, and a fleet of buses traveling up the New Jersey
Turnpike could spend as much time on the approach to
the Lincoln Tunnel as the entire train ride.” So, the team
(Continued on page 12)
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boarded their chartered “Phillies Express” at 4:45 PM at
30th Street Station, and arrived in New York Penn at
around 6:03 PM. The Times also noted that many
sports teams in the Northeast Corridor, including the
Knicks, Flyers 76ers, and even the Boston Red Sox,
use Amtrak between New York and Philadelphia or Boston. Amtrak reported that during FY09, it operated 32
sports charters, including six for major league baseball
teams.
Having split the two games of the World Series at
Yankee Stadium, on Friday afternoon the Yankees traveled by chartered train to Philadelphia. The Phillies also
returned by a different train. In Philadelphia, the Yankees won Games 3 (8-5) and 4 (7-4), but lost Game 5
(8-6). The series returned to New York for Game 6,
where the Yankees won their 27th World Series, and first
since 2000, by a score of 7-3.
The City of New York honored the Yankees with what
used to be a real ticker-tape parade (11 AM) through the
“Canyon of Heroes” and a ceremony at City Hall (1 PM)
on Friday, November 6. Metro-North operated additional
trains on the Hudson Line at 8:41 AM (Poughkeepsie/
Grand Central Terminal) and 2:40 PM Grand Central
Terminal/Poughkeepsie), and on the Harlem Line at
8:30 AM (Southeast/Grand Central Terminal). Extra cars
were added to select morning inbound and afternoon
outbound New Haven Line trains.
On LIRR there were six morning westbound trains —
Port Jefferson (1), Ronkonkoma (2), and Babylon (3) —
and eight afternoon eastbound trains following the City
Hall ceremonies: Port Washington (1), Port Jefferson
(3), Far Rockaway (1), and Babylon (3).
NJ Transit operated extra outbound service between
1:28 and 2:30 PM:
Morris & Essex: Trains #6629 and 8935, 1:28 and
2:20 PM New York Penn to Dover
Northeast Corridor Line: Trains #8847 and 8851, New
York Penn at 1:32 and 2:26 PM to Trenton
North Jersey Coast Line: Trains #8247 and 8249, New
York Penn at 1:41 and 2:30 PM to Long Branch
PATH operated extra trains between the morning and
afternoon peak hours on the Newark and Hoboken to
World Trade Center Lines.
MUSEUMS
In the July Bulletin I wrote that the 30-plus vehicle
collection of the Lake Shore Electric Railway was to be
put up for sale. I received a forwarded email issued by
the Shore Line Interurban Historical Society, reporting
the results of the October 2 sealed-bid auction for the
collection of streetcars and interurbans assembled by
real estate entrepreneur Gerald E. Brookins.
Illinois Railway Museum
Cooperativa de Transportes Urbanos y Suburbanos
(Veracruz, Mexico) open car 19
12

Chicago, Aurora & Elgin wood car 36 (Stephenson,
1902)
Chicago, Aurora & Elgin wood car 319 (Jewett, 1914)
Chicago, Aurora & Elgin steel car 409 (Pullman, 1923)
Chicago, Aurora & Elgin steel cars 451 and 460 (St.
Louis, 1945)
Fox River Trolley Museum
Aurora, Elgin & Fox River Electric 304* (later, Shaker
Heights Rapid Transit 304)
Chicago, Aurora & Elgin Steel Car 458 (St. Louis,
1945)
*Johnstown 362 (St. Louis, 1926) was de-accessioned
to make room in the barn for AE&FRE 304.
National Capital Trolley Museum
Blackpool “Boat Car” 606
Toronto PCC 4602 (ex-4537)
MBTA PCC 3334
Pennsylvania Trolley Museum
Cincinnati Street Railway 2227
Toledo Railways Parlor car “Toledo”
Centerville, Albia & Southern Ry. box motor 100
Northern Ohio Railway Museum
Aurora, Elgin & Fox River Electric 303
Cleveland Peter Witt 1225
Cleveland Transit System Airporter car 172
Northern Ohio Traction & Light Company (later Shaker
Heights & GCRTA) Box Motor OX
Norfolk & Western caboose 508021
Seashore Trolley Museum
Cleveland Railways Peter Witt trailer 2365
Cleveland Transit System “Bluebird” rapid transit car
113
Connecticut Trolley Museum
Chicago, Aurora & Elgin 303
Centerville, Albia & Southern Railway line car 1
Centerville, Albia & Southern Railway box motor 101
New York, Ontario & Western caboose 8146
Electric City Trolley Museum
Chicago, Aurora & Elgin 453
Shaker Heights PCC cars 63, 71 and 76
Fort Smith (Arkansas) Trolley Museum
Cooperativa de Transportes Urbanos y Suburbanos
(Veracruz) open car 9
New York Museum of Transportation
One un-powered line car
INDUSTRY
If anyone had any doubts about the future of railroads
in the United States, that person is definitely not billionaire Warren Buffet. Berkshire Hathaway (BH), the firm
he heads, announced on November 3 that it had
reached an agreement with Burlington Northern Santa
Fe to purchase the 78% of its stock that BH did not already own for $26 billion. This became the largest purchase by BH, which also has holdings in other railroads.
Less than one week after the above announcement, it
notified the Securities and Exchange Commission that it
(Continued on page 13)
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The table below shows transit projects that had startups or expansions of service that took place this year.
At the time that this column was being completed, there
was no firm date for the opening of Sound Transit’s extension to SEA-TAC Airport. When I called Sound Transit, I was told that it would probably be in the last week
of December; in any event, it will be reported in the
January, 2010 Bulletin.
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will sell all of the shares it holds in Union Pacific and
Norfolk Southern prior to completing its planned acquisition of BNSF Railway. Berkshire will dispose of 9.6 million shares of Union Pacific and 1.9 million shares of
Norfolk Southern.
DATE

OPERATOR

AREA

LINE

NOTES

January 10

New Mexico RailRunner
Express

Albuquerque, New
Mexico

-

Initiates Saturday service

January 26

Utah Transit Authority
FrontRunner

Salt Lake City, Utah

North Line

Additional service - Pleasant View to Ogden

February 2

Washington County Commuter Rail
(TriMet)

Portland, Oregon

Westside Express Service

Begins service between Beaverton Transit Center
and Wilsonville
14.7 miles,
5 stations

February 6

NJ Transit

New York /
New Jersey

Atlantic City
Express Service
(ACES)

NY Penn to Atlantic City service begins

April 25

Edmonton Transit System

Edmonton, Alberta

South LRT
Phase II

Extension – Health Services to South Campus
4.6 miles,

May 23

Metro-North

Bronx, New York

Hudson Line

Yankee Stadium Station opens

June 8

NJ Transit

North Bergen, New
Jersey

Northeast Corridor

ARC Tunnel construction begins

June 15

Calgary Transit

Calgary, Alberta

NW LRT

Extension from Dalhousie to Crowfoot
2.1 miles, 1 station

July 18

Sound Transit

Seattle, Washington

Central Link

Westlake to Tukwila International Blvd. opens,
13.9 miles,

July 26

NJ Transit

Secaucus, New
Jersey

Sport Line

Meadowlands Station opens

August 1

New Mexico Rail
Runner Express

Albuquerque, New
Mexico

-

Santa Fe County/NM 599 station opens

August 17

Metro Vancouver TransLink

Vancouver, British
Columbia

Canada Line

Richmond, Vancouver Int’l Apt. opens,
11.8 miles,

NY Penn Station

31st St. Entrance opens

August 31

NJ Transit

New York,

September
14

TriMet

Portland, Oregon

South Corridor
I-205 LRT

Gateway to Clackamas opens, 8.3 miles, 8 stations

September
14

Dallas Area Rapid Transit

Dallas, Texas

Green Line
Southeast Corri-

Pearl to Martin Luther King opens
2.7 miles, 4 stations.

November 8

NJ Transit

New Jersey

MontclairBoonton Line

Weekend service begins

November 14

Metro Transit

Minneapolis, Minnesota

Hiawatha Line

4-block extension to Amtrak Station and connection to Northstar Commuter Rail station, 0.4 miles

November 15

Los Angeles Metropolitan
Transportation Authority

Los Angeles,
California

Gold Line

Union Station to Atlantic Station,
6 miles, 8 stations

November 16

Northstar Commuter Rail

Minneapolis, Minnesota

Northstar Commuter Rail

Revenue service begins between Minneapolis
and Big Lake, 40.1 miles, 7 stations

December 19

Sound Transit

Seattle, Washington

Central Link

Tukwila International Blvd. to SEA-TAC Airport,
1.7 miles

(Continued on page 14)
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MOVED TO 2010
Austin – Opening of Capital Metrorail’s Red Line
(DMU) from San Leandro to Austin
Chicago – Metra, Lovana S. “Lou” Jones/Bronzeville
(35th Street) station
Los Angeles – Expo Line LRT to Culver City
San Francisco – BART Dublin/Pleasanton (fill-in station)
OTHER TRANSIT SYSTEMS
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS
“Concept” drawings have been posted on the Internet
for the next generation of streetcar the MBTA. They
may be found at https://www.commentmgr.com/
Projects/1228/docs/Green%20Line%20Type%209%
20Vehicles%20-%20Concept%20Drawings.pdf.
It would not be Halloween without celebrations in Salem, and as usual, MBTA operated extra service in the
form of seven-car sets of Kawasaki double-deckers in
the extra service trains. Member Todd Glickman wrote:
“these cars have not run on the north side in many,
many years (their capacity is needed more on the South
Station side). I think the last time they ran here was during Big Dig construction when North Station's platforms
were shortened so that >4 car trains could not run on a
few platforms.”
At the end of October, MBTA announced that it was in
the final stages for the new PTIS (Passenger Train Information System). This upgrade will enable the “T” to
provide passengers with real-time information generated directly from the train. Passengers will soon see
train arrival information on electronic station signs
(“Next train arriving in 10 minutes”). The system will
also offer automated “next station stop” announcements
on board the trains. PTIS is being introduced in phases,
starting with the Greenbush and Old Colony Lines by
the end of this month.
In last month’s Bulletin, I wrote that the “T” was to go
out of business at the end of October; the words, “as an
operating agency,” should have been added, because it
now reports to the new MassDOT board. Thanks to
Todd for these reports.
WOONSOCKET, RHODE ISLAND
With the T.F. Green Airport stop now only about a year
away from completion, more than 100 officials from all
over Rhode Island met for a "Congressional Breakfast"
co-sponsored by the Northern Rhode Island Chamber
of Commerce and the Pawtucket Foundation at the old
Woonsocket Train Depot on October 26. The result is
that the key to northern Rhode Island's future prosperity
rests with a successful commuter rail system. RIDOT
reported that the intrastate rail plan as currently constituted would mean an additional 34 trains traveling
through northern Rhode Island in addition to the 68
trains that currently travel non-stop from South Attleboro
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to the downtown Providence station. Pawtucket leaders
have formally requested that DOT submit a funding request to FTA for preliminary engineering for a Pawtucket/Central Falls commuter rail stop between the
Conant Street and Dexter Street bridges next to the
Providence and Worcester Rail Yard. Thanks to Todd
for sending this report from The Valley Breeze.
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA
The Board of the Delaware River Port Authority, as
expected, voted on October 26 to endorse a plan to
connect two proposed casinos on the Philadelphia side
of the Delaware River waterfront with a trolley line in the
median of Columbus Boulevard, and a branch running
surface on Market Street from the river to a surface loop
at City Hall. No funding has been identified as yet. Several major engineering questions remain unanswered
and the dignitaries assembled for the announcement
were considerably less than united in praise of the Market Street connection, all of which make the projected
2016 completion highly speculative. In its editorial
(November 2), The Philadelphia Inquirer panned the
proposed Market Street trolley, while giving grudging approval to the waterfront line. The paper’s
principle issue is that the connecting link between the
Waterfront and Market Lines would prevent reconfiguring I-95 to give access to the waterfront, which has
been on the wish list of most local planners since the
day I-95 was opened. The paper endorses an underground connection to the existing Market-Frankford El,
which runs below grade along Market. Thanks to member Dave Safford for these reports.
Member Joe Canfield sent an article from The Philadelphia Inquirer that contained a map of this project,
which would extend from the present Girard Avenue
Line, with stops at Frankford Avenue, Spring Garden
Street, Callowhill Street, Penn’s Landing, South Street,
Christian Street, Reed Street, and Pier 70. The Market
Street branch would have a loop east of City Hall.
Dave Safford also wrote that he discovered on a trip to
a meeting in Center City that the new inbound highlevel platform at Wayne is in service. “On the return trip
we stopped at the old low-level area, although the platform work appears essentially complete. Apparently
SEPTA has decided that all new rebuilds will be highlevel, which will be a cramp for a while what with the
traps opening and closing like doors in a French farce.
For example, the Radnor and Overbrook stations on the
same line received a complete makeover a few years
ago, and it's hard to imagine those being torn up and
redone anytime soon. On the other end of the line, Fort
Washington, but no other station, has new high-level
platforms. This effort may relate to the design of the
new cars to be delivered starting at some indefinite
point in this century, which, as noted before, have unguarded traps that should make rush hour riding a real
adventure when they are open.”
(Continued on page 15)
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The art-deco power plant that has marked the entrance to Philadelphia's 30th Street Station was scheduled to be leveled by November 15, along with the adjacent Pullman porters’ dormitory. The buildings, designed
by the architects of the station, Graham, Anderson,
Probst & White, show plainly that they were intended to
be not mere industrial buildings, but symbols of the railroads’ majesty. The plant, abandoned since 1964, is a
visible symbol of the Pennsy's electrification in the early
1930s but is now highly contaminated and derelict. Both
buildings were scheduled in 1962 to be redeveloped as
part of an office park around the Cira Center, a new skyscraper linked to the station by an elevated walkway. A
recession cooled the plans, and now Amtrak has announced that "security" requires that the buildings be
demolished.
SEPTA’s Transport Workers Union Local 234 voted
unanimously on Sunday, October 25, to authorize a
strike that would affect all Philadelphia public transit
except Regional Rail, certain suburban routes, and
PATCO, which have different unions. With the Phillies
World Series home games starting Saturday, October
31, this was no mean threat. TWU is seeking 4% per
year for the four-year life of the upcoming contract,
while SEPTA was offering 2% for each of the final two
years, plus an increase in health insurance contributions. Current salaries top off at $24.24/hour for drivers
and $27.59/hour for mechanics, both after four years.
The workers were without a contract since March 15 for
the City divisions, and since April for the bulk of the suburban bus lines. Thanks again to Dave for these reports.
Just hours before the strike deadline, TWU agreed not
to strike. Pennsylvania Governor Edward G. Rendell,
who got involved in the talks, reported that there had
been “substantial progress,” but no agreement had
been reached. When I listened to the news early on
November 3, I heard that TWU did in fact go on strike
as of 3 AM. At about 7 AM, an eastbound R5 train that
had just left the Overbrook station caught fire. Some of
the more than 600 passengers reported that the smoke
began while the train was stopped in this station. When
I checked the Internet for additional information, there
were views of passengers walking in front of the Overbrook Maintenance Facility and boarding school buses.
It was subsequently determined that the fire was
caused by a heating element. Checking the various videos on the Internet, it appears that the car is possibly
267, which would be from the 251-269 group built by
Budd in 1963. There were no reported injuries. Thanks
to Lee Winson for this report.
Just as this column was being completed, Dave Safford sent this report: “The transit strike was settled last
night (November 8), after the Governor started playing
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hardball, threatening to rescind the subsidies that made
any new money available if the TWU didn't bargain. The
final agreement, as reported in the Inquirer, provides a
2.5% increase in the second year and 3% increases in
each remaining year of the five-year contract. Maximum
pensions will rise to $30k from the present $27k. This
compromise required six days of misery for area workers.”
The Delaware Valley Association of Rail Passengers
(DVARP), in its October edition of The Delaware Valley
Rail Passenger, reported that testing of the three
Silverliner V pilot cars was underway at Hyundai’s plant
in Changwon, South Korea, while the shells of the first
three production cars were completed in August. The
production shells (numbered 702, 803, and 804) were
loaded August 31 on a ship bound for Philadelphia, for
final assembly at the Rotem facility on Weccacoe Street
in South Philadelphia. These three cars are expected to
be ready for delivery by early in 2010. Numerous quality
issues have arisen in the testing of both the single pilot
car (701) and the married pair (801-802), with the single
car farther along toward acceptance. SEPTA hopes to
receive that car by sometime in December, ready to
begin a series of road tests. As of late August, a total of
47 cars were in various stages of construction at
Changwon. SEPTA ordered 120 Silverliner Vs from
United Transit Systems, a consortium of HyundaiRotem of South Korea and Japan’s Sojitz Corporation,
in 2006 at a contracted price of $330 million (Delaware
Transit Corporation is paying for four more cars). The
present deadline for delivery of the final car, already
three months behind schedule, is March, 2011.
DVARP also reported that a new soccer stadium is
being constructed in Chester, so planners are considering moving the Highland Avenue station (R2) to a location that would be closer to the stadium, which is due for
completion early next summer. Currently, this station
sees 70-80 boarding passengers each day as there is
little light industry along with homes and some vacant
land. New office buildings and residential housing is
being built about 8-10 blocks from the Highland Avenue
station. Several locations have been identified and the
leading candidate would be close to the former Lamokin
station, which was closed in 2003.
In the November Bulletin, Lee Winson’s observation
about trains that operate in three states brought this
response from member Jack May. “Of course there’s
Amtrak, but I don’t think you meant that. There are two I
can think of that might have to be excluded as being ‘ristate,’ but are unique in other ways.”
● MARC runs trains on Mondays to Fridays between D.C., Maryland, and West Virginia on its
Washington-Martinsville service. Of course D.C. is
not technically a state. Oddly, there are only 2 inbound trains but 3 outbound ones.
● ACES runs from New York City (New York) to At(Continued on page 16)
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lantic City (New Jersey) via Pennsylvania, although it doesn’t stop for passengers there —
only to change ends.
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND
MTA Maryland issued a press release that it would
operate its “S” (for severe weather or special circumstances) schedule, which is a reduced schedule, on
November 11, Veteran’s Day, on the Penn and Camden
Lines only. This is in contradiction to what appears in
the July 20, 2009 timetable. Thanks to member Steve
Erlitz for this news.
WASHINGTON, D.C. AREA
The Virginia Railway Express Operations Board, on
October 16, voted to recommend the awarding of a contract for commuter rail operations and maintenance services to Keolis Rail Services America, a French
firm. This would be the company’s first venture in the
United States. The contract includes train operations,
locomotive and railcar equipment maintenance and repair, yard operations, and warehouse management. The
recommendation was made to VRE’s parent commissions, the Northern Virginia and Potomac and Rappahannock Transportation Commissions, which approved
it at their November 5, 2009 meetings. Keolis will assume operations on July 1, 2010, with a transition period running from December 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010.
The contract term is five years, with two five-year renewal options. The initial contract is worth $85.7 million.
Amtrak has held the existing contract, which expires on
June 30, 2010 and was originally issued as a solesource when VRE began operations in 1992. Amtrak
challenged the decision and requested documents that
were used in the decision-making process under the
Freedom of Information Act.
On November 5, The Washington Post reported that
VRE Chief Executive Dale Zehner reviewed the procurement process and found Amtrak's challenge to
have no merit. Amtrak also failed to challenge the October 16 decision within the 10 days allotted in VRE's request for bids, according to a letter Zehner sent to Amtrak on November 2. In a letter to Commission members and other Virginia officials, the Federal Railway
Administration's Chief Counsel said that, although the
agency has no opinion on the suitability of Keolis, it is
concerned about maintaining safety. It said the company selected for the contract must be able to communicate not only with Amtrak, which dispatches trains in
and out of Union Station, but also with Norfolk Southern
Railway and CSX, the two freight lines that own the rails
that VRE uses. Regarding the FOI request, it would be
met once the two commissions voted on the contract.
VIRGINIA BEACH, VIRGINIA
Ten years after voting down a plan for light rail, the
City of Virginia Beach submitted the final draft of its
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comprehensive plan, which now includes light rail.
Neighboring Hampton will launch its 7.5-mile Tide LRT
in early 2010.
FLORIDA
During October, Republican Governor Charlie Crist
indicated that he would welcome a special session of
the Legislature to discuss a number of issues, including
light rail. The Senate President also would like a special
session to deal with the proposed 61-mile SunRail commuter line so that the state could have a chance at obtaining $2.5 billion in stimulus funding. The cost of holding a special session is put at $100,000 per day. Member Dennis Zaccardi, who sent this report from The St.
Petersburg Times, wrote that the Florida State Legislature meets for one session, in the beginning of each
year, for a few months and during the last few years it
has been extended to handle several critical issues
(including taxes and budget shortfalls).
At its November 4 meeting, the Hillsborough County
Commissioners voted 5-2 to have the County Attorney
prepare a resolution indicating that the Commissioners
intend to look at a 1 cent sales tax referendum on the
ballot a year from now. The plan calls for this tax to pay
for light rail, bus, and road improvements for Hillsborough County. Thanks to Dennis Zaccardi for these reports.
CINCINNATI, OHIO
On Election Day, voters defeated Issue 9, which would
have prevented construction of the proposed streetcar
system. For details, please refer to the June, 2008 and
March, 2009 Bulletins.
CHESTERTON, INDIANA
For the weekend schedule change that went into effect on November 22, NICTD issued a colorful brochure
to describe the new schedule. Details and the schedule
were published in the October Bulletin.
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
Metra continues to issue the new-style timetables with
“0809” dates. Jim Beeler sent copies of the North Central (Antioch), which is dated December 11, 2006,
Southwest Service (Manhattan), dated August 31, 2009,
and Rock Island District (Joliet), dated September 16,
2008. Two are still missing: Metra Electric and Heritage
(Joliet). When I asked Jim why they were not all available at one time, he said he believed that Metra was
using up the ones in the old format before printing the
new ones. In the midst of all of these format changes,
during the first week of November Jim found an entirely
new timetable titled “Metra Electric Main Line,” which
carries an effective date of January 8, 2007 and also
“Form #1.” It covers the area from 59th Street to Millennium Station. The (full) Metra Electric schedule effective
date is May 27, 2009.
In mid-October, Metra released its 2010 budget.
Faced with sales tax receipts that are at a 10-year low,
the proposed $613 million operating budget retains the
(Continued on page 17)
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existing rail service but calls for some fare restructuring. There would be adjustments in one-way
fares by 10 cents to 45 cents depending on the zone,
and the first change in the cost of weekend passes
(from a bargain $5 to still a bargain $7) since the program began in 1991. When Metra last raised its fares
on February 1, 2008, the weekend fare was supposed
to $7 per day, but Jim reported that that was never implemented. But the impact of the new fare structure on
regular Metra riders will be limited, since most already
use 10-ride tickets or monthly passes and those fares
won’t change. New fares would go into effect as of February 1, 2010, and are intended to encourage customers to use the discounted 10-ride tickets and monthly
passes. The cost of purchasing tickets on board trains
where stations have agents will increase from $2 to $5.
Public hearings were held in November.
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA
Hiawatha LRT’s extension to the new Target Field station took place on November 14, coinciding with Northstar Commuter Rail grand opening activities. Revenue
service began on November 16.
AUSTIN, TEXAS
A presentation made available to the Board at its October 28 Board meeting was posted on-line. It gave a
start-up date for Capitol Metrorail to take place in the
first quarter of 2010 once the remaining issues were
resolved.
PHOENIX AND TUCSON, ARIZONA
With free stays at two hotels, mileage airline tickets,
and a question of where we should go for a few days in
October, my wife and I agreed that Phoenix and Tucson
would be good places to visit. Previously we had been
in Phoenix but that was years before Valley Metro Rail
was operating. If memory serves correctly, I recall seeing some signs about the project. In 1993, we never
made the trip to Tucson. After arriving at Sky Harbor
Airport, we picked up our rental car and headed to Tucson. The reason for this choice was to ride the Tucson
Trolley, which only operates Fridays through Sundays.
It turned out that the restaurant we selected for dinner
on Saturday night was on the route of the Tucson Trolley and so we saw ex-Brussels 1551 in service. The
next afternoon after doing some sightseeing south of
Tucson, we arrived at their trolley barn and found this
car as well as ex-Kyoto (Japan) 869 behind a locked
gate. There was no one around to answer any questions, and so I did not get to take a ride. According to
the line’s web site, operating hours are Fridays 6 PMmidnight, Saturdays noon-midnight, and Sundays noon6 PM.
After breakfast on Monday, we drove to Phoenix, and
the following morning I took off to ride the nation’s newest light rail system. Valley Metro Rail began revenue
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Car 140B at Sycamore/Main.
Randy Glucksman photograph

Car 105A at Montebello/19th Avenue.
Randy Glucksman photograph

bers Raymond Berger and Todd Glickman were published in the February Bulletin. For now, there is one
line, which is 20 miles in length and has 28 stations,
some of which are a distance from each other.
Seven stations have parking, and the closest stop to
our hotel that had a Park & Ride was McClintock/
Apache Boulevard. As I approached the station an overhead sign identified the Park & Ride location, an indoor
garage. After finding a spot, I walked to the station and
purchased a day pass. The fares that were in effect last
December have been raised. One-way fares, which
were previously $1.25, are now $1.75, and the day
pass, formerly $2.50, now costs $3.50. Fares were also
increased for the 3-day, 7-day, and 31-day passes. As
(Continued on page 18)
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with all modern light rail systems, a proof-of-payment
system is used; however, in my travels, which covered
the entire line, I did not see anyone checking tickets.
Weekdays, cars operate on 10-minute headways between 6 AM and 7 PM, and every 20 minutes at other
hours. Service operates from 4:40 AM to 2 AM. On
weekends, the hours are slightly reduced. I only saw
two-car trains, but the one Operator that I spoke with
told me that occasionally there are three-car trains and
at times single cars. Metro owns 50 Kinkisharyo lowfloor cars numbered 101-150, which were built in 2007.
End-to-end running time is 66 minutes, and between
Roosevelt and 24th Street the southbound cars operate
on First Avenue and Jefferson Street while northbound
cars are on Washington Street and Central Avenue. Although the cars operate on a center median, there are
numerous locations where traffic lanes cross the tracks,
especially when the line will operate on a different
street, but there is adequate overhead signage that
alerts vehicular traffic as to when turns are permitted.
There are tail tracks at both terminals: Montelbello/19th
Avenue on the west end and Sycamore/Main Street on
the east end; however, I only saw cars stored at the
Sycamore Avenue end.
At the airport station, 44th Street, shuttle buses transport passengers to/from Sky Harbor Airport. At this station, there is a short elevated section that stub-ends at
the east end. When I checked the agency’s website,
projects to extend the system between 2012 and 2030
were listed, but nothing about the airport. I enjoyed my
ride, which, with a few photography stops, took up most
of the morning.
During the trip I passed Central Station, which is located in a park. It has a transit exhibit behind a gate
where there are three restored transit vehicles: Toronto
Transit Commission PCC 4607* (originally 4536), Metropolitan Line 507 (1946 Twin Coach Model 34-S) and
4401 (1981 RTS). (*As I did not have the original number for 4607, I emailed member Andre Kristopans, who
kindly provided the original TTC number.)
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON
The 13.9-mile Central Light Rail Line is to get a 1.7mile extension from Tukwila International Boulevard to
SEA-TAC Airport on December 19.
PORTLAND, OREGON
Being on TriMet’s email notification list, I received a
number of advisories that Westside Express Service
would be covered by buses due to various problems
with the DMUs. I wondered how this would pan out, as
the original manufacturer, Colorado Railcar Company, is
no longer in business. In June, its assets were purchased by a firm called American Railcar Company
(July Bulletin), but so far nothing has been produced.
Bob Kingman found a posting on the Internet that
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Trimet is purchasing two RDCs (built in 1953) from the
Alaska Railroad to be used as spares. Each RDC costs
$75,000, while the Colorado Railcar DMUs were about
$5 million each. The RDCs are to be delivered by the
end of this month, but will not enter service until next
year. Which specific cars will be purchased is not
known at this time, but will be reported when known.
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA
On October 7, San Francisco’s historic streetcar fleet
was joined by Melbourne W-class trolley 916 as the
result of a gift by the Premier of Victoria, John Brumby.
This car, which was built in 1946, joins another Melbourne car, 496 (built 1929). Thanks to member Andrew
Grahl for this report.
The Oakland-Bay Bridge reopened on November 2,
six days after two rods and a crossbar failed (5,000
pounds) and came crashing down on the roadway.
Those items had been installed over Labor Day weekend when inspectors discovered a crack in a critical
beam. In the interim, BART provided 24-hour train service to 14 stations. Service usually ends around midnight. BART reported record ridership levels as car
commuters found the train service a better alternative to
sitting in traffic. In fact, on November 2, Transbay ridership was up 85% to 71,300, or 32,900 more than usual.
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
The Gold Line extension to East Los Angeles opened
on November 15 with free rides. Local, state, and federal officials took an inaugural ride following an official
ceremony the day before. This 6-mile segment has 8
stations; two of them are underground at Soto and Mariachi Plaza, with 1.7 miles of underground track.
Groundbreaking took place in July, 2004, and test trains
have been operating since October 6. With this milestone, Metro Rail now has 79 miles of track.
As was reported in the October Bulletin, Amtrak and
the Southern California Regional Rail Authority would
replace its operator, Veolia, with Amtrak. On October
28, the Board voted to proceed with a Memorandum of
Understanding for Amtrak to provide the train and engine crews needed to operate Metrolink commuter
trains on all seven of its lines beginning July 1, 2010.
The MOU calls for a final agreement to be reached by
December 31, 2009 and an initial four-year contract
with the potential for two additional three-year extensions. Amtrak was the operator of Metrolink from 1992
to 2005, but lost the contract to Veolia Transportation.
Thanks to Bob Hansen for this news.
TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA
There are also budget woes north of the border. Member John Pappas forwarded a report that the Toronto
Transit Commission has been mandated by the city to
cut its 2010-9 capital budget by C$848 million. On the
rail side, the cuts would delay the splitting of Route 501/
Queen, to smooth out service at the end of each line.
Buses would fare worse, as no new ones would be pur(Continued on page 20)
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New York Railways stepless battery car 7000.
Bernard Linder collection

New York Railways double-deck car 6000 on the Broadway
Line.
Bernard Linder collection

Third Avenue Railway System single truck convertible 121
at 65th Street Car House.
Bernard Linder collection

Third Avenue Railway System open car at West Farms
Square.
Bernard Linder collection

Brooklyn Rapid Transit car 7013 at Park Circle.
Bernard Linder collection

Brooklyn Rapid Transit open car 846.
Bernard Linder collection

Rockaway Line.
The New York & North Shore Traction Company,
which operated cars in Queens and Nassau County,
was in serious financial condition. On August 29, 1919,
the Commission allowed the company to charge a sixcent fare in Queens. On April 15, 1920, Nassau County
zone fares were increased between two cents and four
cents. Unfortunately, the increased fare was inadequate, and service was discontinued on May 3, 1920.
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Starting December 10, 1920, Conductors on Manhattan & Queens Traction’s Queens Boulevard cars collected and additional nickel at Grand Avenue, which
was expected to offset a $106,000 deficit.
Although most street railways could not increase the
five-cent base fare, they found loopholes that allowed
them to establish several zones, discontinue transfer
privileges, and charge two cents for transfers.
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Around New York’s Transit System
Jerome Avenue Express Service Tried Again
From October 26-December 11, five $ trains (using
the diamond designation), leaving Woodlawn every 20
minutes from 7 to 8:20 AM, operate express. This is a
repeat of the initial pilot, which took place from June 826 (see July Bulletin), with some changes. A stop has
been added at Bedford Park Boulevard (based on customer feedback from the first pilot), and the five trains
are an increase from four the first time around, although
the frequency has been reduced from every 15 minutes
to every 20. The results will be evaluated and a decision
will be made as to whether to run this service permanently.
NYCT President Resigns and is Immediately Succeeded by a Familiar Name
Howard H. Roberts, MTA New York City Transit’s
President since April, 2007, resigned on November 4,
effective November 30. On November 5, MTA announced that Thomas F. Prendergast would take over
as of December 1.
Prendergast began his transportation career at the
Chicago Transit Authority before moving to the Urban
Mass Transportation Administration (now the Federal
Transit Administration). In 1982, he joined NYCT, eventually becoming Senior Vice President for Subways. He
left NYCT in 1994 to become President of MTA Long
Island Rail Road. In 2000, he left LIRR to work in the
private sector (including time spent as a consultant in
engineering and construction management). Most recently (since July, 2008) he was Chief Executive Officer
of the South Coast British Columbia Transportation Authority in Vancouver, operator of Translink.
National Geographic Channel Show on Making of R160s
On November 12, the National Geographic Channel
aired a segment in its series “Ultimate Factories” that

showed the manufacturing plant in Sao Paulo, Brazil
where Alstom’s R-160 shells are being fabricated. David
Erlitz informed us about this and sent this link which
gives a quick overview of the process: http://
channel.nationalgeographic.com/series/ultimatef a c t o r i e s / 4 5 4 6 / O v e r v i e w # t a b Overview#ixzz0WSteEjMe.
Manhattan Bridge Subway Service Will be Disrupted
A newspaper article reveals that the vertical suspension cables on the Manhattan Bridge must be replaced.
About $830 million has been spent repairing the 100year-old Manhattan Bridge, a project that lasted for
more than two decades. Of course, subway service was
disrupted regularly. When the work was finally completed on February 22, 2004, we were informed that the
bridge was in good condition.
After reading the latest newspaper article, we were
surprised to learn that additional repairs are necessary.
The city’s Department of Transportation will award a
$150 million contract to Skanska, a Swedish company.
The company expects to complete the work in 3½
years. The 622 vertical suspension cables, which attach
the bridge’s deck to the main cables, will be replaced for
the first time in more than 50 years. The work also includes rewrapping the main cables, replacing the bearings on the eight main trusses, and replacing the 168
lights on the outer cables with more energy-efficient
ones.
Upon completion of the work, nearly every part of the
bridge will have been replaced, except the towers, the
main cables, and the trusses that support them.
The bridge was opened to the public on December 31,
1909 and trains started operating on the bridge on June
22, 1915. Unfortunately, subway service will be disrupted for at least eight weekends.
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tended its Orange Line from Rosslyn to Ballston-MU.
On June 7, 1986, the line was extended to its present
terminus – Vienna/Fairfax. Two days later, on December 3, 1979, MBTA broke ground to mark the start of
construction of the Southwest Corridor Project, today’s
Orange Line. Under this project, the elevated structure
to Forest Hills was removed and the line was placed
into a new alignment with Providence/Stoughton and
Needham Line trains.
30 Years ago: On December 17, 1979, MBTA restored
rail service to the Merrimack Valley with the extension of
five peak hour trips from Reading to Haverhill via Boston & Maine trackage.
News items and comments concerning this column may be
emailed to NYDnewseditor@aol.com.
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chased until after 2019; 20-30 routes would be eliminated; 270 fewer buses would operate; and a plan to
reduce headways to 20 minutes would not occur. TTC
predicts that should the aforementioned take place, ridership would drop to 400 million from 470 million, meaning "up to 250,000 more people in 200,000 extra cars
daily competing for city road space." Since contracts for
new subway cars and streetcars were already awarded,
they will not be affected.
FROM THE HISTORY FILES
30 Years ago: In December, 1979, two Orange transit
lines made news. First on December 1, WMATA ex20

