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On 3 December 2020, the Greater Wellington Regional Council announced its intention to see the Capital’s bus fleet become entirely
electrically powered. Their goal is to accelerate the implementation of an electric bus fleet in the region by 2030, in particular through
retiring diesel buses and replacement with electric buses when the operator contracts come up for renewal in 2027. This suggests that the
new Euro 6 diesels introduced in 2018, just nine years before, (a similar age as many of the trolleybuses when withdrawn) are expected to
have to be found new homes elsewhere. More on page 18.
At its October A.G.M. the Omnibus Society passed a resolution to merge its trolleybus interests with those of the Foxton Trolleybus
Museum. A rationalisation of fleets would need to be addressed with the possibility of that with duplication of some of the older buses
there may be some disposals. The Omnibus Society would also be undertaking the removal of the remaining trolleybus overhead inside
Kilbirnie depot and this may well become useful for any remedial work that needs to be done at Foxton in the future. The merger will also
permit examples from the closed Wellington system to enhance the image of the preserved fleet.
Double-decker buses are becoming more and more a feature of Wellington’s transport scene with their numbers set to grow again when
the next tranche of Tranzurban EVs arrive. Of course these large buses have the advantage over single-deckers in that they can carry a lot
more people. On the down side they can take longer to disgorge their load at busy times with some passengers having to negotiate the
staircase. Then there’s the question of being unable to sometimes operate in Wellington’s ferocious winds. It was interesting to read
there’s nothing new regarding double-decker loading; back in September 1905 an article in the Electrical Engineer noted a similar problem
with its newly introduced tram service using double-deckers; it recorded these types of vehicles “seriously interfere with a quick service”.
So, 115 years later we still have the same loading problem.
Henry Brittain directed me to an interesting short three-minute film on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g8Yn8tOqg7A
Entitled Wellington Trams Then and Now 1955-2020. It features not only trams but also B.U.T. trolleybuses. Henry points out that the
scenes of Wadestown were incorrectly dated 1955 and should have been January/February 1949 - definitely worth a look. There are more
YouTube videos featuring Wellington’s trolleybuses listed on page 27.
Reader and tram supremo, Graham Stewart, has recently moved to the Rita Angus Retirement Village, built in the early years of the 2000s
on what was once the site of the former Kilbirnie depot open-air bus yard. On hearing his news I teased him asking did the ghosts of
former trams and trolleybuses roam the corridors. Graham responded “It’s funny you should mention ghosts from the past… on a still night
you can still hear trolleys arriving back to lay-over for the night and the odd tram compressor pumping! Any self-respecting Wellington
follower of urban transport would
never consider retiring anywhere else
but on a former site of a tram and
trolley depot.” At least Graham will
be a handy person to keep us up to
date with any happenings at Kilbirnie
depot now that he lives next door.

THEN AND NOW
Graham’s new home (right in 2017,
and before he moved) and the site
back in 1951. Photos: Graham Stewart.

Several items have appeared in The Dominion Post of late regarding the Karori Residents’ Association proposal for a new Karori
road tunnel. It was rather odd to see the newspaper illustrating these items with an out of date photograph (right) of trolleybus
354 emerging from the current tunnel. Perhaps the DP needs to be reminded that trolleybuses finished working in Wellington
over three years ago!
It was great to hear from so many readers in response to the Christmas card I sent. Many spoke of their appreciation of the
magazine and how they look forward to it each month. As I have said many times, I am just one of the contributors; the
generosity of those who share their photographs, stories and knowledge help make the magazine what it is. Again I say, thank
you.
Now it remains to wonder what this New Year will bring, not only with relation to the bus scene but also the health of the
world. I hope 2021 sees the lessening of the pandemic as vaccination takes a hold in many countries. May I wish you a happy
and healthy New Year.

Alan
As is usual, unless otherwise stated the photos are mine.

Front Cover: 362 gained notoriety in being chosen as the test bed for a radical new project. In May 2016 the then NZ Bus Chief Executive, Zane
Fulljames, announced plans to invest $NZ43 million in Wrightspeed powertrains. “After we've successfully repowered the trolleybuses, we'll then
look at retrofitting of the Wrightspeed powertrains to other selected vehicle types in our fleet,” he said in the press announcement. However, after
extensive testing the plans came to nought with NZ Bus conceding defeat and eventually selling its redundant trolleybuses to a private buyer. In
happier times, 362 was just one of the fleet, busy doing what it did best – shifting passengers around Wellington. On 29 October 2013, the bus was
photographed in Glenmore Street on a Route 3 duty to Lyall Bay. The large advertisement was promoting Vodafone 4G technology.
Please Note: Under the Wires contains facts, views, opinions, statements and other content and links to external websites. Reasonable efforts are made to include accurate and current information but the Editor
makes no warranties or representations as to the accuracy, value or safety of the published items. No liability or responsibility can be taken for errors or omissions.
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THE DAVID JONES COLLECTION – PART 4
This month we examine a selection of the final batch of B.U.T. trolleybuses, 101 to 119, that entered service in 1964.

Left: Nineteen trolleybuses made up the
last batch of B.U.T. buses to arrive in
Wellington and which went into service
in 1964. They were assembled by
Scammell Lorries, had NZMB bodywork
and English Electric equipment. Their
design
incorporated
the
lantern
windscreen first seen on the Crossley
examples introduced in 1949. On a most
inclement day, 101 and 105 are pictured
in Oriental Parade at the turning circle
for short workings. The route extended
up Carlton Gore Road, seen in the
background, to Roseneath and Hataitai.
101 was saved for the Foxton Trolleybus
Museum collection.

Right: 103 is about to depart the
Railway Station layover area with a
Route 15 to Roseneath via Oriental
Bay. 103 is preserved and part of the
trolleybus collection at the Tramway
Historical Society, Ferrymead.

Left: 107 departs Karori Park for Courtenay Place.

Right: 110 sits in the sun at Kilbirnie’s open air yard. It was promoting The
Downtowner off peak ticket which offered five trips for $1.50.
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Left: Outside on Onepu Road,
111 is about to enter Kilbirnie
depot. At this time there was
a separate set of wires for
this manoeuvre. This was
later
rationalised
and
replaced by a switch off the
main route to Lyall Bay.

Right: 113 has stopped in Cleveland Street
and with its destination changed for the
Railway Station. Its poles are on the outer
wires so it is about to make a turn just
ahead at Brooklyn Library. Route 7
continued on to Mornington (and later to
Kingston). A nice selection of British cars
lines the street.

Left: A nice study of 114 laying over at the
Railway Station terminus having just completed
a run on Route 5 from Hataitai. Alongside is
B.U.T. 88, the prototype for a refurbishment
programme of older trolleybuses that didn’t
progress.

Right: With the front of the Railway Station dominating the
background, 115 is in Featherston Street having just crossed
Bunny Street while on its way to Courtenay Place. It is just about
to join the route curving in from Bunny Street once used by
trolleybuses engaged on the Aotea Quay route.

6
9

Above: 116 heads for the Railway Station along Stout Street and is crossing the intersection with Ballance Street. The then Defence H.Q.
building dominates the background. The driver has already changed the destination blind ready for the next trip.

Right: An “all-over” livery promoting Civil
Defence was applied to 118, seen here at
the Oriental Parade terminus and turning
circle. Note the repositioned fleet
number.

Left: A busy scene in Chaytor
Street, Karori to conclude
this selection. 119 has
stopped between two tower
wagons with staff at work on
the overhead. “There aint no
fuss if you take the bus!” is
part of livery applied to 119.
The wording on the side of
the bus reads Shopping,
Sightseeing,
Sports
and
Special trips. 119 was saved
for preservation and is part
of the Omnibus Society’s
collection.

Next month,
the Ansaldos.
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A FOCUS ON 362 - LOOKING BACK AT ITS LIFE, YEAR BY YEAR
The on-going series about the Designline fleet - this month we remember 362.

Right: 362 was new to Wellington in May 2009. On
12 May it was photographed parked inside
Kilbirnie depot ready to start revenue-earning
service. Look how shiny its rear tyres are.

Below: 2010 was the last year that trolleybuses
used Mercer Street. This was part of the outbound
route for the majority of bus services that is until
the reopening of Manners Street as a
thoroughfare was completed later in November.
On 28 September 362 turns left from Willis Street
into Mercer Street on its way to Island Bay.

Right: On 11 April 2011, the trolleybus was photographed in Park Road,
departing the stop at Miramar shops. Within a few minutes it would arrive at
the terminus in Darlington Road. The large pōhutukawa tree towering above
the bus would have witnessed many transport changes over the years including
trams.

Left: For a number of trolleybuses, 2012 marked the time
when their clean lines began being covered with
advertising. They were particularly suited to large off-side
ads that extended up to the driver’s side window. On 9
November, 362 was recorded stopped at the traffic lights
in Willis Street at the intersection with Manners and
Boulcott Streets while returning to the Railway Station
with a Route 9 service from Aro Street. Incidentally, the
advertisement was for Coca-Cola.
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Above: The driver of 362 looks to his left along Queens Drive before turning right out of Sutherland Road to continue the short distance to
the Lyall Bay terminus. The destination has already been changed ready for the return journey to Karori Park. Incidentally, the other side
of the bus was covered by the large Vodafone advertisement as seen on the cover page. 15 November 2013.

Left: Both 362 and 363 had advertising
applied to encourage voting in the
2014 General Election. The pair are
seen at the Railway Station terminus
on 14 August. 362 starts away from
the layover area to begin a trip to
Kingston.

Right: The last photograph I took of 362 in service was on 28 July 2015 when it was recorded
approaching the Railway Station terminus and interchange in Lambton Quay at the end of a trip
from Seatoun. Exactly when this trolleybus was chosen to be the recipient of a Wrightspeed
powertrain is unknown but my records show that on 1 March 2016 it had been off the road for
192 days which indicates it may have been withdrawn perhaps about a month after this
photograph was taken.

Left: A photograph of the licence labels showing 362’s registration expiring on 18
December 2015. The photograph was taken on 12 April 2016. At this stage the
bus was still complete.
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Above: By 9 June 2016, the poles and rooftop equipment had been removed as had the electronics from the rear bay.

Above: Some items from 362 were found discarded at Kilbirnie depot on 20 July; battery covers and rooftop components. Shortly after
these photographs were taken the former trolleybus was towed to Newlands in Wellington’s northern suburbs where it was placed in a
nondescript industrial unit for work to begin on its conversion to a Wrightspeed powered bus.

Left: On 5 July 2017, several GWRC councillors inspected the
completed bus. This view shows the large roof cover and engine
bay at the rear. Roger Blakeley took this photograph and kindly
gave permission for UTW to use it.

Right: On 30 January 2018, 362 had a different roof appearance to when
it was first converted, now more akin to a solar panel. The bus was seen
being towed by the shiftman truck along Hutt Road at Kaiwharawhara –
a pilot vehicle following. Road trials had already been conducted, often
in the Newlands/Johnsonville area.
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Above: Another test, another adjustment required – this time in Middleton Road, Johnsonville on 14 February 2018. This view shows the
rear of the rooftop contraption. Once the fault had been remedied the bus turned around and was photographed again – see this month’s
‘Tailpiece’. A short distance further on it came to a halt again and was then parked down a side street.

Left: Unfortunately for the testing crew the
shiftman truck had to be summoned to tow the
errant bus back to Newlands later that afternoon
and here it is leaving Middleton Road and about
to join Johnsonville Road.

Right: A little over a month later on 21 March
it was a similar situation – 362 under tow –
this time heading north along Johnsonville
Road through the shopping centre.
Photo: Ben Foden.

Left: With the project concluded 362 was towed back to Kilbirnie
depot on 13 February 2019, the forward rear axle and left rear corner
panel missing. It was photographed by David James leaving its
Newlands base.
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Left: Back at Kilbirnie depot the following day. 362 remained there
until its final disposal in 2020.

Below: And so we end where we started, under the depot roof – this
time on 13 January 2020. 362 was hoped to be a ‘game changer’ for
NZ Bus with not only their trolleybus fleet but also many of their
diesel buses becoming Wrightspeed powered. It must have come as a
big disappointment for them with the project ending as a ‘damp
squib’. Maybe it was all for the good as the company has since
decided to invest in a fleet of electric battery buses which may grace
the city’s streets sometime this year.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Below: However, let’s close on a more memorable note with a view of 362 in more positive times – 25 May 2010. Although a damp day, it
shows off the trolleybus to advantage, with even a reflection. Sheltering under a tree in the middle of Lambton Quay for the photograph,
you can almost hear the hissing sound 362 makes on the wet road as it heads toward the Railway Station near the end of its Route 7 run
from Kingston. Other than the removal of the trolleybus wires and some signage changes, little in this scene is different today.
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WORLD NEWS
Solaris Trollino 24 is on test in Bratislava
The capital city of Slovakia is testing the Trollino 24, the longest vehicle made
by Solaris. The trolleybus will run on the routes of operator Dopravný Podnik
Bratislava until the end of November 2020. The operator is planning
to increase its capacities regarding the number of passengers it transports,
and the tests should provide an answer as to whether a 24-metre bi-articulated
bus will be able to replace the 18-metre vehicles that have been in use so far.
During a visit to the operator in the Slovakian capital city, the Trollino 24
trolleybus was also presented to other Slovakian operators with trolleybuses
in their fleets. The bi-articulated trolleybus made by Solaris, whose pictures
started to be diffused in spring 2019, was launched in 2019, at the Busworld
trade fair. In its distinctive MetroStyle version, the trolleybus is a response
to the latest trends in the public transport industry. The trolleybus is driven
by two traction motors of 160 kW each. Its pack of Solaris High Power batteries
is recharged en route, collecting current from the overhead line. Thanks to the
batteries, the Trollino can also travel without any external power supply. This
innovative model will also feature a number of amenities for passengers
and the driver, enhancing safety and travel comfort. Cameras, in lieu
of conventional mirrors, facilitate manoeuvres made with the bi-articulated vehicle. Additionally, they ensure improved visibility not only
in bright sunlight, but also during rain or snowfall, as well as at night. The MobileyeShield+ system of intelligent cameras eliminates
the problem of blind spots by warning the driver about other road users, including any cyclists or pedestrians located close to the vehicle.
This week, the longest Solaris vehicle rolled out onto the streets of Bratislava and started its first trials with the client, the producer
highlights. The capital city of Slovakia will test the Trollino 24 trolleybus on all routes, but above all on route 201. The number
of passengers on this line has been growing year by year, and for that reason the operator is planning to increase its capacity, possibly
by replacing its 18-metre vehicles that are in use now with longer models. Over 200 people can travel on board the Trollino 24. The tests
in the Slovakian capital will finish at the end of November. They are being carried out in regular urban traffic, but without passengers. On
19 November 2020, operator Dopravný Podnik Bratislava also organised a visit by carriers from the cities of Prešov, Žilina, Košice
and Banská Bystrica. These carriers, which have trolleybuses in their fleets, were able to explore the capabilities of this innovative
vehicle. The presentation of the Trollino 24 vehicle featured also a ride on line no. 201. “Thank you for renting this vehicle. We are glad
that the test drives allowed us to use this type of trolleybus in real city traffic. Tests have shown that even a nearly 25-metre trolleybus
has a real application in the streets of Bratislava. In the conditions of public transport in the capital of Slovakia, we see it as the future
of ecological transport”, said Martin Rybanský, CEO of DP Bratislava. “The Trollino 24 trolleybus is absolutely unique, not only in terms
of its design, but also when it comes to its passenger capacity. The trolleybus is equipped with a series of modern solutions that ensure
the safety of drivers and passengers, without generating noxious exhaust emissions. This is a perfect solution for modern operators that
prioritise the safety and quality of life of local residents, and Dopravný Podnik Bratislava is, no doubt, just such an operator. I
am extremely pleased that the operator in the capital city has taken an interest in the Trollino 24 and that the tests went well”,
said Lubomir Melichar, Managing Director of Solaris Slovakia.
Source: Sustainable Bus. 20 November 2020. https://www.sustainable-bus.com/trolley-and-tramway/solaris-trollino-24-bratislavalongest-trolleybus/
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

TROLLEYBUS CURRENT – SPECIAL ISSUE 3
The special issue number 3 of Trolleybus Current features selected
images of trolleybuses at each system, taken at the same date and
presented in the same chronological order as the original 24 issues
of TC published between 2014 and 2019. The pictures are different
(with the exception of Shanghai) from those included in the
original magazines and notes accompany each one, providing
relevant details. There are no maps.
A4 size, 48 pages, full colour. Cover price £11.00 plus postage ex-UK.
For guidance on this, the weight is around 230g, large letter. [The cost of
postage UK-NZ was £6.85.]

To order, contact:

Trolleybus Current, 88 Holly Lane, Birmingham, B24 9JR, UK.
email: trolleybuscurrent@virginmedia.com
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ELECTRIC TRACTION IN COURTENAY PLACE THROUGH THE YEARS

1926

c1970
The top picture, taken in 1926 was sourced from Facebook. The second is from Henry Brittain’s collection 26
and dates from around 1970.

14

2003
Above: I have been unable to produce a similar contemporary elevated view of Courtenay Place so these two views will have to suffice.
The Embassy Theatre would offer an ideal position but was closed at the time. Volvo 259 departs Courtenay Place and is turning right into
Kent Terrace. The inside wire it is on ensures it will travel to the eastern suburbs via Hataitai. 15 December 2003.

2013

Above: 359 passes 371 waiting at the traffic lights on 2 December 2013. Being on the outer wires, 371 will travel south along Kent Terrace
and continue via Newtown to meet up with other routes at Kilbirnie as it journeys towards Lyall Bay. As can be seen from these four
photographs, much has changed in Courtenay Place and more so now since the overhead was taken down.
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HERE AND THERE

Left: On 27 November 2020, the
final runs of the NZ Bus operated
Airport Flyer took place. In the
closing months, the much reduced
service (half-hourly) only required
three buses on each shift and on
the last day 2502/3/10 worked the
morning duties. In this view, 2510
is pictured leaving the Railway
Station terminus and turning into
Thorndon Quay on its return to
Kaiwharawhara depot, a short
distance away. It had just worked
the last morning run (11.00am)
from the Airport. The bus is passing
the heritage 1908 Tramways
Corporation building.
Below:
The
much
reduced
timetable at the close of the
service.

It is understood that the same three buses, 2502/3/10 worked the evening shift
with 2510 “bringing the curtain down” with the 6.30pm departure from the
Airport. The timetable was incorrect in showing that arrivals at Wellington
Station were at Stop C when in fact it was D. Outbound services started (if only
briefly) at Stop C and then moved to Stop A where most of the few passengers
that travelled boarded the bus.

Left: Could this advertisement on the side of
3514 for cricket matches at Basin Reserve on
Christmas Eve rate as the most eye-catching on a
Wellington bus in 2020? The contra-vision vinyl
covers all but the emergency exit signs on the off
side of Tranzurban 3514, photographed at their
Grenada depot on 2 December 2020. The rest of
the bus remains in Metlink colours. The GWRC
Transport Committee recently approved the
application of “Superside” advertising along the
entire road side of both selected single and
double-decker buses. The contra-vision material
is said to be superior to that used in the past;
however, any future advertising is only expected
to appear on the off-side of the bus. Revenue
from advertising on buses in Wellington goes to
the GWRC to offset against future fare increases.
More on page 25.

Right: What looks to be two first generation B.U.T.s are travelling through the cutting
as they climb Lennel Road in Wadestown and head for the nearby terminus. Henry
Brittain found the photograph on the internet and considers it was taken sometime
in the 1950s.
Photographer unknown.
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Above: There’s still plenty of colour left on Wellington’s streets. Despite the new Metlink “zesty lime” (or ‘Vomitron’ as it was originally
dubbed) having been around for 2½ years, former Go Wellington yellow and black buses and ex-Auckland Metrolink blue and grey buses
are still plentiful. Newlands/Mana dark green buses are also a regular sight. Add into the mix a couple of purple buses used on former
Valley Flyer routes, two blue ex-North Star Auckland buses and the “repurposed” orange and silver former Airport Flyers you get the
picture regarding variety. On 14 December ex Metrolink Scania 2159, a former Christchurch 23XX series and an NZ Bus 24XX in Metlink
lime line up in Manners Street. All three are linked by the Metlink on our way branding.

A Metlink poster and an NZ Bus sign literally within
metres of each other at the Railway Station
Interchange on 14 December. One says the Airport
Flyer is no longer in service and the other says the
Airport Flyer picks up here! Of the two, the poster’s
information is correct. The orange stickers could still
be found at outbound stops through the city centre
despite Route 91 ending on 27 November. After I
had pointed out to Metlink that the confusing
stickers still remained, NZ Bus was asked to remove
them. By 23 December the backing residue was the
only evidence of where the stickers had been.

Left: Mana/Newlands 7604 has not long started (from Courtenay
Place) its Route 52 working to Johnsonville and was photographed
in Manners Street mid-morning on 14 December. The large
pōhutukawa tree is ablaze with colour and a Police Mobile Base
has been set up to deal with any anti-social behaviour which
unfortunately has reared its ugly head in the area of late.
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Left: As you will read on page 25 the GWRC (as I will continue
to call them) has approved the application of advertisements
with contra-vision film now covering windows. Two examples
of the Christmas Eve at the Basin cricket match are shown
here. NZ BUS ADL 4146 has the smaller version applied whilst
Tranzurban’s BCI Citirider 3514 has the Superside application.
The photographs were taken on 14 December 2020.

Right: On 27 November, Henry Steele used the Airport Flyer on its last day of operation. He noticed
this banner and similar poster on the pillar had been placed at the Airport arrival/departure point
announcing the final day of operation of the service and that it was ending permanently until a
replacement commenced in 2021. A map of the route of the 700m walk to the Route 2 bus stop in
Hobart Street was conveniently provided. Henry advised that on his inbound trip there was only
himself and one other passenger. A taxi would have sufficed on that occasion rather than a huge
Scania!
Left: Keeping on the theme of Airport travel, this
photograph appeared on Wellington Airport’s website. It
accompanied information for travellers and in particular
those wanting to use the bus for transport to and from the
Airport. Of particular interest will be the bus that was been
chosen for the image – an Optare. These buses are used
exclusively by Tranzurban in Wellington, whereas Route 2
is serviced by NZ Bus. I suspect that the Route 2 – Seatoun
information on the front destination has been the subject
of artistic licence especially as Tranzurban aren’t involved
in the route and neither do any displays on buses in
Wellington start with the words Route 2 (or whatever).
Tranzit was the company chosen to operate the Airport service when it recommences in 2021 (Tranzurban being part of the Tranzit
group). [Thanks to Mike Mellor for alerting me to this]

Right: Spot the destination error. Tranzurban Optare 3179
displays the typo ‘Courtney’ (instead of Courtenay). The bus
was being used by the coordinator of train replacement
services at Wellington Railway Station on 27 December. Quite
why Route 24 details were being displayed on the parked bus
remains a mystery; the same goes for Courtney – perhaps
whoever programmed the buses needs a spell check.
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SPOTLIGHT ON THE MEDIA
Where you can catch up with what’s been in the news and
who has been saying what...

Council staff debate whether Wellington's 20kmh Cable
Car qualifies as rapid transit
Debate between senior city council staff about whether Wellington’s 20kmh Cable Car
was a form of rapid transit led to a seemingly predictable answer - no. Official
information documents show senior city design and place planning staff exchanged
emails on the topic over almost six hours before one apologised for even asking the question. The topic came up following the release of
the Government’s national policy statement on urban development, which directs local councils to enable building heights of least six
storeys near existing and planned rapid transit stops. With the council still coming to terms with the new rules, a senior city design and
place planning employee raised a question about the Cable Car with other senior staff in July. “I just had a thought – is the cable Car
considered a type of rapid transit? In which case we would need to consider Kelburn [building height provisions] again.” The question led
to a lengthy discussion between the other senior staff, with one even updating a “heat map” to show where increased building height
provisions would apply if the public transport service was deemed to be rapid transit. According to one email from a senior planning
advisor, the Cable Car appeared to fit almost all the criteria identified for rapid transit in the national policy, but fell short on size. A rapid
transit service needed to be frequent, quick, reliable, high-capacity, and operate on a permanent route largely separated from other
traffic. “Where we got to is that it arguably meets all the criteria in the definition to be classed as rapid transit, with a question mark over
‘high-capacity’,” the employee told staff. “It’s every 10 minutes, separated from other networks using rail, travels at approximately 20kmh,
and is probably reliable.” However, an online search showed the Cable Car was too small to be rapid transit, he said. “Wikipedia tells me it
can take up to 100 people at a time (if there’s only one car, [does] anyone know?). “That’s probably questionable for high-capacity.” The
staff member who raised the question explained the Cable Car operated in both directions at the same time. She suggested staff consult
the council’s transport strategy team to get its view. “They must have done some analysis at some point, surely. I think it is a fairly popular
commute option, so we at least need to consider it.” With a maximum of 100 people, it could move only about 600 passengers each
direction per hour. A double-decker bus could carry the same number of people and operate every two or three minutes. The senior
planning advisor eventually concluded the Cable Car did not meet the definition of rapid transit. “Six-hundred people per hour is pretty
minimal compared to the average commuter bus route.” The employee who posed the question agreed. “Yes I am comfortable with that
position. I am sorry I even asked the question though.”
Source: Stuff. 1 December 2020. https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/123551426/council-staff-debate-whether-wellingtons-20kmh-cablecar-qualifies-as-rapid-transit
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Wellington will have fully electric bus fleet by 2027
Wellington's public transport is going greener, with the capital’s bus fleet to be entirely electric within seven years. The Greater Wellington
Regional Council on Thursday declared it would not consider bids from any bus company running diesel vehicles when the current
contracts expire in 2027. The announcement comes just one day after the Government declared a climate emergency and pledged that
Government agencies would be required to reduce the number of vehicles in their fleets and that electric vehicles and hybrids were
preferred for new vehicles. Wellington’s regional council is not a central government agency so is not required to make changes under the
new rules, but made the decision independently. “This is quite a bold move,” Greater Wellington transport committee chair Roger
Blakeley said. “It would put Wellington among the most progressive cities in the world in terms of public transport. Not many places
outside of China have moved as quickly.” Isabella Cawthorn of Talk Wellington said decarbonising public transport made “a million kinds of
sense”. Road transport makes up 54 per cent of Wellington’s carbon emissions, and public transport was a key area to set direction in that
space. “Wellington had its trains electrified in the 1970s, but we have lagged behind ever since. It’s great seeing Wellington catching up
again to 21st century standards,” Cawthorn said. The council had long held an aspirational target of adopting more electric buses within
the next decade but has now a much harder line. The commitment was part of the Wellington Regional Public Transport Plan 2021-31,
which the council endorsed on Thursday. It would mean a total of 665 electric buses running across the Wellington region in seven
years. A purchase of 98 new buses in June took the number of electric buses currently in operation to a total of 108, making up 22 per cent
of the fleet. Blakeley was confident private bus operators would be able to adopt a fully-electric fleet by 2027. Prices for electric buses had
dropped considerably in recent years, and they had much lower operating and maintenance costs. There are four private companies which
are contracted to run Metlink services, the largest being Tranzurban which operates 60 per cent of the network. A spokesperson said the
company was fully supportive of electric buses, and recently received government funding from the Energy Efficiency and Conservation
Authority to convert two double-decker diesel buses to electric motors. If it works, the company could convert as many as 40 more buses
using the same system. China is the world leader in electric buses, with more than 400,000 electric buses, about 99 per cent of the world’s
total, operating in the country of 1.4 billion people. Other countries have lagged considerably behind, including the United States, which in
2019 was estimated to have just 650 electric buses – less than the total number projected for Wellington under the new policy. Adopting a
100 per cent electric bus fleet would reduce Wellington’s carbon emissions by 13,200 tonnes per year. Wellington is planning for a major
increase in public transport patronage and a significant decrease in emissions over the next 10 years. At the same meeting on Thursday,
the regional council also unveiled the Wellington Regional Public Transport Plan for the next decade. It included plans to acquire new,
higher-capacity trains for the lower North Island Palmerston North and Masterton train lines, including investigating the option of batteryelectric trains. The plan projects at least 40 per cent of Wellingtonians will travel by public transport or active transport (walking and
cycling) by 2030, up from 31 per cent today. Wellington’s 57 electric trolley buses were retired in 2017. Initial plans were to retrofit the
buses with new motors, but later fell through. The now-defunct buses were listed for sale on TradeMe earlier this year.
Source: Stuff. 3 December 2020. https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/news/wellington/123593561/wellington-will-have-fully-electricbus-fleet-by-2027
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Regional Council planning public transport for ten years – more electric buses
News from Greater Wellington Regional Council
The Regional Council’s Transport Committee today endorsed the proposed draft Wellington Regional Public Transport Plan 2021-31, which
will be consulted with the public. “The draft Plan has been built around the strategic priority of an efficient, accessible and low carbon
public transport network, achieved through mode shift, decarbonisation of the public transport fleet and improving customer experience”,
says the council’s Transport Committee Chair Cr Roger Blakeley. “The draft Plan could not be more timely given the Government’s
Declaration of a Climate Emergency yesterday”, says Cr Blakeley. “Decarbonisation of the public transport fleet in the Wellington Region
will be a key contributor to reducing Greater Wellington’s carbon footprint. Public transport contributes 50% of Greater Wellington’s
carbon footprint, with 37% from buses and 13% from rail”. Cr Blakeley says “The draft plan includes the previously announced increase of
the number of electric buses by 98 to 108, which will be progressively delivered from mid-2021 and take the proportion of e-buses in the
fleet to around 21%, which is high by international standards. “Investment on this scale is driving us towards meeting the draft plan’s goal
to ‘accelerate the implementation of an electric bus fleet in the region by 2030’, in particular through retiring diesel buses and
replacement with electric buses when the operator contracts come up for renewal in 2027. “The draft Plan also includes additional rolling
stock on the Wellington Metro Rail Network, and planned new rolling stock on both the Palmerston North and Masterton train lines,
including investigating the option of battery-electric trains. Positive moves are also being made towards decarbonisation of the harbour,
with investment by East by West Ferries, our harbour ferry operator, in the development of an electric ferry which will be commissioned in
2021. The draft Plan envisages further exploration of decarbonisation of the ferry fleet”. Cr Blakeley says that another strong feature of
the draft Plan is a target of 40% increase of mode share of public transport, walking, cycling and micro-mobility by 2030. This will be
achieved by working together with Waka Kotahi New Zealand Transport Agency and local councils on initiatives such as accelerating ‘Let’s
Get Wellington Moving’ projects of Mass Rapid Transit and Bus Priority Action, increasing urban development density near public
transport hubs, improving walking and cycling facilities. “Mode shift will contribute to reduced carbon emissions and reduced congestion,
by making public transport, walking and cycling an attractive alternative to private cars. “Under the draft Plan, the National Integrated
Ticketing System, enhanced Real Time Information and improved digital technology will positively increase customer experience and
deliver our objective of a truly integrated and connected transport network. “The draft plan has been developed during the COVID-19
pandemic, and that experience shapes our planning for the next 10 years. Since coming out of lockdown, we’ve seen public transport
patronage recover to over 80% of pre-COVID levels, higher than any other city in New Zealand. That is an indicator of the confidence and
value our residents place in the public transport network, and the draft Plan aims to deliver on those high expectations”, says Cr Blakeley.
The council will be discussing the draft Plan initially with its strategic partners, and public consultation is scheduled from 15 February to 19
March.
Source: Wellington Scoop. 3 December 2020. http://wellington.scoop.co.nz/?p=132985
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Free travel on Metlink on Christmas Day and New Year’s Eve
News from Metlink
Metlink is wishing customers a merry Christmas and a happy New Year in the
best possible way, by providing free travel on Metlink bus and train services
on Christmas Day and New Year’s Eve. Customers need only to hop on and
hop off, there will be no need to use Snapper cards or train tickets on either
day. On Christmas Day and New Year’s Eve bus services will run to a standard
Sunday timetable in Wellington City, Hutt Valley, Porirua and Kapiti, and to a
special timetable in Wairarapa. On Christmas Day train services on the Kapiti,
Johnsonville and Hutt Valley lines will run to standard Sunday timetables.
There will be no Melling or Wairarapa Line services. On New Year’s Eve, train
services on the Kapiti, Johnsonville, Hutt Valley and Wairarapa lines will run to
standard Saturday timetables. The Melling Line will run hourly from 06:00am
to 6:00pm. East by West ferries are not included in the offer. The good news is
part of a broader package of changes over the holiday period included in a
special timetable, and customers should check their Metlink timetables before
travelling between Wednesday 23 December 2020 and 10 January 2021.
Customers can download their own copy of the ‘special timetable’ from
Metlink.org.nz. “It’s been a long and hard year for many of us. Metlink would
like to help people celebrate the holidays, connect with their friends and
family and get home safely using public transport, so we’ve made it as easy
and affordable as possible over the two big days of the season,” says Metlink
general manager Scott Gallacher. “A Merry Christmas and a happy New Year
to one and all from Metlink.”
Source: Metlink. 4 December 2020. https://www.metlink.org.nz/news/freetravel-on-metlink-on-christmas-day-and-new-years-eve/
- The majority of rail services in Wellington are replaced by buses from Boxing Day until 11 January while track maintenance continues -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Farewell to the Regional Council
The [Greater] Wellington Regional Council has moved to its new offices in
Cuba Street, but it has left its name behind. As the signs above the door
and on the street indicate, the Regional Council no longer wants us to think
of it as an organisation called the Regional Council. Instead, it wants us to
call it by a place name: Greater Wellington. Perhaps it thinks it’s
embarrassing to be a Regional Council. Or does it think “Greater
Wellington” makes it sound more impressive? In its recent press releases,
it’s trying to follow the new style, but there’s evident confusion between referring to the region or to itself.
(A council that isn’t a council?) However the heading at the top of its website still identifies it as the regional
council. Perhaps it’s waiting to be purged. (Abridged).
Source: Wellington Scoop. 13 December 2020. http://wellington.scoop.co.nz/?p=133177#more-133177
Photos: The Greater Wellington office in Cuba Street is now situated by the well-known Bucket Fountain.
How much did the rebranding cost ratepayers and for what purpose? What was wrong with the previous
name, Greater Wellington Regional Council?
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Wellington's public transport provider issues apology over increasing bus cancellations
Wellington’s public transport provider has issued a public apology over an increase in bus cancellations. In a post on social
media, the company said it would like to publicly acknowledge the increase in cancellations and for the frustration and
inconvenience caused to customers. It outlined a number of reasons for the cancellations, including additional drivers
being needed due to recent rest-break legislation and route extensions in the central city. “Heading towards Christmas a
number of our drivers who worked through all alert levels are taking well-earned breaks, and we’re experiencing higher
levels of sickness and fatigue,” the post said. Metlink said it was supporting its operators to try to minimise the impact for
customers as much as possible. “Which includes avoiding lower frequency or essential trips and cancelling services with as
much notice as possible so passengers can make alternate plans. “Fortunately schools are finishing up for the year which
will free up a lot of peak resources and should reduce the number of cancellations across the network.” Metlink said it was
“proactively working” with operations to ensure full services could be provided when patronage picks up in the New Year.
Source: Stuff. 14 December 2020.
https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/news/wellington/123703832/wellingtons-public-transport-provider-issuesapology-over-increasing-bus-cancellations
Right: Metlink’s social media post on Facebook.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mass resignations behind Wellington bus cancellations, union claims
Drivers resigning over poor working conditions are leading to an increase in cancelled bus services, the bus drivers’ union claims. On
Monday, Wellington’s public transport provider Metlink issued an apology for frustration and inconvenience caused to customers by a
number of bus cancellations. It cited a number of reasons for the cancellations, including drivers taking annual leave, recent rest-break
legislation and route extensions in the central city. Tramways Union secretary Kevin O’Sullivan said around 40 drivers had resigned in the
last two months from NZ Bus, leading to a shortage of drivers. NZ Bus has contracts for services which covers much of the Wellington City
area. A Porirua-based bus driver said there was a major morale problem. “There is a huge surge in no-shows for work, drivers refusing to
do complete shifts and the level of fatigue is really noticeable now. They have clicked to the ever-increasing lengthy shifts and big unpaid
breaks and are opting to finish prior to the breaks,” the driver said. O’Sullivan said dissatisfaction among drivers was increasing across all
companies and he believed the problem would get worse. “There’s going to be big problems next year once schools and universities are
back,” he said. “It’s a shambles and it’s not getting better.” The union is currently negotiating a new collective bargaining agreement with
NZ Bus. O’Sullivan said NZ Bus drivers were frustrated at the company and were “very, very close” to taking industrial action if they did not
get the deal they wanted. Metlink general manager Scott Gallacher said it “sincerely apologises” for the cancellations in previous weeks.
“With most high schools now on holiday, peak resources have been freed up and this week’s performance has been significantly better
with only 16 cancellations across the network on Monday and one cancellation Tuesday morning – very much in line with what we
typically see at this time of year,” he said. On social media, Metlink said it was supporting its operators to try to minimise the impact for
customers as much as possible, “Which includes avoiding lower frequency or essential trips and cancelling services with as much notice as
possible so passengers can make alternate plans.” Metlink said it was “proactively working” with operations to ensure full services could
be provided when patronage picks up in the New Year. NZ Bus has been approached for comment.
Source: Stuff. 15 December 2020. https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/wellington/123707779/mass-resignations-behind-wellingtonbus-cancellations-union-claims
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

21

Lower Hutt MPs, mayor call for return of airport bus to the 'forgotten' valley
Lower Hutt-based politicians from across the political spectrum have joined forces in a renewed push to save the only direct bus service
connecting the “forgotten” Hutt Valley to Wellington Airport. On Monday, Labour MP for Hutt South Ginny Andersen, National list MP
Chris Bishop, Hutt City mayor Campbell Barry and councillor Deborah Hislop wrote a joint letter to the Greater Wellington Regional Council
asking it to step in and fund the Airport Flyer bus, so it can continue running to and from the Hutt. The call comes after Wellington Airport
confirmed plans to axe the Wellington-Lower Hutt leg of the route when Tranzit begins operating the service in early 2021 because it was
no longer commercially viable. The letter also revealed plans to introduce the Snapper card payment system on the route, and to track the
Airport Flyer on Metlink’s Real Time Information screens at bus stops, had been hampered by an apparent lack of cooperation by the
regional council. Metlink general manager Scott Gallacher said it was in active discussions with the airport about a service. “We are
working through a number of aspects of this, and will be working with the airport and others in the New Year to explore what is possible.
This includes the extent to which ratepayer funds may be required to support a subsidised service.” Since November 28, the Airport Flyer
service to Wellington city has also been paused as the airport works out the terms of the new contract with Tranzit. Previously, the bus ran
from the airport, through Wellington City, to Lower Hutt. The route change meant that Hutt residents must catch a Hutt Valley line train to
Wellington City and then board the Airport Flyer bus in order to get to the airport using public transport. Andersen, Bishop, Barry and
Hislop penned the appeal to the regional council after meeting with representatives from Wellington Airport and Tranzit on Friday. The
group said the airport was clear it would not operate the service to Lower Hutt without funding from the regional council because it was
too difficult to get real time information and the Snapper card payment system working in the city. “This begs the question, why doesn't
the service get picked up as part of the public network? Wellington Airport have made it clear to us that they are open to this as a
solution,” the letter read. Reinstating the Airport Flyer to Lower Hutt, the region’s second largest city, would improve traffic flows by
getting people out of their cars, the politicians argued. “We have been disappointed with the regional council reluctance to engage
positively in a solution for our residents and ratepayers, and again, we feel that our people have been forgotten.” Gallacher said Hutt
Valley is already connected to Wellington city by regular Metlink train, bus and ferry services, which enable people to travel through to the
hospital, zoo, airport and other points across the city. A Wellington Airport spokesperson said the regional council appeared to be
disinterested in operating the Airport Flyer, so it was continuing negotiations with Tranzit. Decisions were yet to be made on the
introduction of Snapper onboard and the Airport Flyer’s inclusion in Metlink’s real-time updates, the spokesperson confirmed.
Source: Stuff. 15 December 2020. https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/politics/local-government/123711322/lower-hutt-mpsmayor-call-for-return-of-airport-bus-to-the-forgotten-valley
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ANSALDO 125 – THEN AND NOW
Left: Ansaldo 125 was one of twenty trolleybuses
originally ordered by the Auckland Regional
Authority for a new cross-city route. However,
following a decision to close the trolleybus network
they were snapped up at a bargain price by
Wellington City Transport. New in 1983 they had
painfully short lives and had been withdrawn by
1991. The whole fleet was then converted to dieselpowered operation by Leopard Coachlines in
Christchurch. This photo was taken in 1988 very
close to the same location (not given) as that of
B.U.T. 22 on the next page. Photo: David Jones.

Right: 125 eventually became part of the Mana/Newlands
fleet. Here it is shortly before withdrawal parked in the
Paraparaumu Station yard on 2 August 2018.

Left: The bus is now privately owned and resides at the premises of The Blue Train in
Paraparaumu. On 26 December 2020 it stands alongside the former English Electric
multiple unit D2489 (left) and DM510 which has been converted into a kitchen and small
restaurant. The unit was almost sixty years old when finally withdrawn from service in
Wellington in 2012. The new owner spent the next four years painting, stripping,
outfitting and moving the train to its new plinthed site. He also decided to paint his bus
red with London Transport branding on its side! Incidentally, the colour of the train was
his choice too.
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KILBIRNIE DEPOT OVERHEAD TO BE FINALLY REMOVED
The Omnibus Society has been approved
and permitted to remove the remaining
trolleybus overhead inside Kilbirnie depot.
The project is scheduled for the early part
of 2021.

Above: This diagram shows the overhead wiring and special work arrangements inside
Kilbirnie depot during the last years of trolleybus operation.
Courtesy: Wellington Cable Car Ltd – excerpt from their 2015 diagram.
Red line = contact wire. Blue number = special work.
Above right: A view from near Onepu Road entrance on 18 November 2020 looking through the depot toward the Ross Street exit. Switch
493 is in the top right hand corner of the photograph. Several Warning Live Wires 550v DC plates remain from the days when it was
relevant.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

This superb undated photograph of first generation B.U.T. 22 was taken by Graeme Bennett. The trolleybus is Not in Service with not
even the driver to be seen. Could the driver have also been the photographer who wished to record a picture at this now much
forgotten trolleybus junction? I can tell you that the wires B.U.T 22 are connected to were taken down many years before the network
closed. 22 was withdrawn in 1982 after twenty-eight years service. So, over to you... Where am I?
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B.U.T. 14

B.U.T. 14 was one of the
thirty-eight trolleybuses in
the first of four batches of
B.U.T. RETB1 vehicles to be
imported to Wellington. As
registration P886 it went into
service on 19 May 1952. 1148 were originally painted
silver but later repainted red.
14 was notable in being the
first of the B.U.T. fleet to be
withdrawn, in July 1973.
Left: This photograph shows it
loading at the Social Security
Head Office in Aotea Quay. On
arrival
at
“wires
end”,
trolleybuses reversed into this
position alongside the north end
of the building and on departure
turned right into Aotea Quay and
headed back to the city.
Photo: NZ Bus collection.

Right: The route between the city and Hataitai, via Roseneath, was
extremely scenic in parts with extensive and panoramic views of
Wellington Harbour and the city. Passengers on board 14 would be
experiencing the latter from the left side of the trolleybus as it
descended Carlton Gore Road towards Oriental Bay.
Photo: NZ Bus collection.

Left: Keeping with the ‘14’ theme, bus
drivers in Wellington once wore a
numbered badge. This is one that survives. I
wonder if the original recipient is a reader
of UTW?

Left: Three first-generation
B.U.T.s line up in the yard at
Kilbirnie depot; 14 (nearest
the camera) is joined by 19
and 30. Although a black and
white photograph this is
from a later date when the
buses had been repainted
from silver into red.
Photo: David Jones.
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Your Comments and
Feedback

“It is a good time to thank you for all the effort you put into keeping this excellent publication alive. It is very much appreciated by me and I
enjoy the monthly read. Well done.” Darryl Bellamy, NZ
“Brilliant stuff as usual, Alan. I wonder if you’ve considered an article on HOW you put the issues together [I just have basic self-taught
Microsoft Word experience, Paul. The features and material is added as it comes in so as to try and stay one step ahead – seems to work. –
Ed] The photography is superb and the layout is great. I am sure there are a lot of us among your readership who would learn a few things
from your expertise. I particularly liked the article on Johannesburg. I spent some time there in 1974 and got a lot of coverage of the
trolleybuses. Steam was the big attraction for most enthusiasts visiting in the 1970s and the trolleybuses were often overlooked. Keep up
the good work!” Paul Nicholson, Australia.
“Got your latest GREAT effort – very many thanks once more. As I’ve said before, you put a lot of effort and time into it – and it is a great
issue again. Very many thanks.” Bryan Blanchard, NZ.
“Thanks for the great reading material over the year.” Nigel Batterham, U.K.
“Regarding the picture of the 1949 Leyland Tiger half-cab 251 on page 10 in last month’s issue. You say that 251 was bought by a Kilbirnie
electrician who lived in Tawa. His name is Dave Norman but he had 251 in his garden in Duncan Terrace, Kilbirnie. You could see it just
below Crawford Road, and in fact there is another bus there these days, in Stagecoach livery. Later, when Wayne Little acquired it, he put a
battery in it and it fired up straight away even although it had not turned over for many years. He subsequently rigged up some lights and
drove it up to Foxton late one evening.” [Oops, having been supplied with just Duncan Terrace, I inadvertently attributed the street to
Tawa, rather than Kilbirnie – Ed] Henry Brittain, NZ.
“Only an Editor’s eye would have spotted the difference [sending out the proof copy], the rest of us would have been blissfully unaware and
just glad to see next month’s edition of UTW - a trip around the world whilst staying at home. The warmth of Johannesburg trolleybuses
(stunning photographs) to the damp seaside of Blackpool trams, it's all there for us to enjoy. The regular contributors of black and white
and colour views from the past help digest the present day. The demise of the "Airport Flyer" is a sign of the times but importantly probably
sees the end of 361. In the U.K. it is on record that next year will see the end of commercial bus company operations with only supported
services surviving. The railways under Government control at present will shrink as franchising is not a viable option. The public transport
scene pre-Covid 19 will be just a memory to those of us that used it.” Phil Waters, U.K.
“What can I say, at the risk of repeating myself, yet another unbelievable issue. The photographic coverage of 361 was brilliant and I love
the irony of the message on the side ‘The future is today, This bus is electric’. Err was it not before, and without batteries? Yet another
excellent set of photos from Graeme Bennett taken at Kilbirnie depot and a nice one to end taken 50 years later. A lovely little selection of
Johannesburg double-deckers - I am looking forward to seeing 589 restored as an SA 3 class London vehicle. An interesting selection of
Media coverage; shame about the Airport Flyer -perhaps Metlink could provide what we call ‘potties’ over here so they don't have to use
the bushes to go to the toilet. Good to see Graeme Bennett's photos again, together with yours Alan in "Remember When" plus the photos
in "Here and There". On a positive note pleasing to see two established systems renewing their fleets (Bergen and Solingen), and also
pleasing to see three of Blackpool's preserved fleet looking good in the rain. "What do we know about BUT 11?" Well, it is the first time I
think that I have seen a Wellington B.U.T. with a white roof, I could be wrong. Graeme Bennett on hand again for the incident at the rear of
Kilbirnie and then two nice photos of Dunedin rear ends! Cannot believe Moscow's decision, but good to see a Moscow Memorial, and
pleased to know the citizens wanted a line to run preserved vehicles. Perhaps I have gone on for too long but good to finish with "The David
Jones Collection Part 3", "Under Construction" (funny about the rear window of 301), a superb 55 year comparison in Lambton Quay, with
Graeme Bennett featuring again, and always good to see coverage of maintenance vehicles old and new. Oh, just to finish, I didn't realise
the Airport Flyer had so many different vehicle types. Blimey, I have gone on for too long, but very thanks again to you and your material
suppliers for yet another superb magazine.” Peter Blears, U.K.
“As always, congratulations on another excellent issue of UTW. The highlights for me were; P3; Overhea(r)d - I clicked onto the link for
Urban Transport Magazine re the closure of the Moscow system. It seems incredulous to read that a system with 1,300km of overhead and
some 1,700 vehicles as recently as 2011 could be closed some nine years later, which is even more baffling than what happened in
Wellington. Unlike the latter city however, some of the recent acquisitions have been sold on for further service in other Russian cities. Are
these the youngest ever second hand trolleybuses? P4-9 - A Focus on 361. The comment regarding your wedding anniversary on P6
certainly made me smile. P10/11 - More Kilbirnie Depot Gems from Yesteryear; all of the photos. During my first visit to Wellington back in
February 1988 I boarded a Volvo in the city centre. The driver told me that he was heading back to Kilbirnie depot only. I replied that I was
bound for there, hoping to have a look around. When I asked whose permission I would need to achieve this, he replied "mine!" I remember
being particularly fascinated by the high number of spare overhead fittings that I saw there. P12 - Johannesburg Double-Deckers. Of all of
the former overseas trolleybus systems that have closed during my lifetime those of that city is probably the one I most wished I could have
seen. P15 - Jenny Clark's letter. P22-24 - Remember When?, particularly the six vehicle line up photo. P25 – I liked the artistic licence
photos, as well as the cell phone cartoon. P26/27 - New trolleybuses in Bergen and Solingen and the impressive specification of those for
the former. Are fitted seat belts and a built in breathalyser a first for a trolleybus anywhere in the world? Interesting to note that the trolley
poles/booms are referred to as the pantograph. P28 - Trams with a Difference; all of the photos. P29 - The trolleybus book. P30 - Incident
on Ross Street. P31 - Down in Dunedin. P32/33 - Moscow Memorial; I have read and watched the links mentioned therein. Re the piece
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about the 500 e-buses operating on the city's streets, not that long ago the city had over a thousand, known as trolleybuses! Also, I am not
surprised re the problems these vehicles have operating in cold weather. Personally, I refer to these buses as battery electric buses. For me
the trolleybus is THE best and original electric bus. P34/35 - The David Jones Collection - Part 3; all of the photos. P36/37 - Under
Construction. P39/40 - Service Vehicles and Tower Wagons, particularly the top photo on the former page, which makes for an interesting
contrast.” Tom Douce, U.K.
“Just been reading the December Under the Wires and I saw the Johannesburg trolleybus feature.
We rode in one of those in September 1973 - there was a great view from the front upstairs
window. It was very quiet and (in those days) was for white people if I remember. Our family, my
wife and three girls were in South Africa (Durban) from September 1971 until we left from Cape
Town in September 1973. As we were bringing back a car (1968 Ford Cortina station wagon) we
had to leave from there. As it was a five and a half day trip we went sightseeing via Johannesburg
and down via Kimberley (Big Hole) to the Cape; great memories even now. In Durban the whitesonly buses were red and looked exactly like Wellington ones. The others were for coloured
persons, similar but green (they were called Black Mambas). You must remember at that time all
the various groups lived in their own different areas.” Peter Johnson, N.Z.
Right: Johannesburg trolleybus in 1973. Photo: Peter Johnson.

Bill Blust came across this photograph (source unknown) in his Facebook feed and thought it could
be of interest to readers. There was no information as to what or where. Clearly a British trolleybus,
it was being subjected to a tilt-test when this photograph was taken in 1948. It just goes to show
how far a vehicle can be tipped before a point of no
return is reached (and that hasn’t happened!) Bill (not
from the U.K.) tried to answer the conundrum with the
information available but without success. I’m sure
hardened enthusiasts in Britain would be able to fill in the
details – the answer is on the bottom of page 27.
Right: Phil Waters tells me that this bus had a link with
468. Nottingham City Transport 493, B.U.T. 9611T (now
preserved and seen here at Sandtoft Trolleybus Museum)
also appeared at the 1948 show.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MORE ON THOSE ADVERTS
Like ‘em or loathe ‘em many bus operators gain valuable revenue from plastering their buses with advertising. The Greater
Wellington Regional Council is no different and at its Transport Committee Meeting of 20 September approved a motion
regarding the provision of advertising on bus windows “with a preference to it being placed on the right hand side of
buses.” Large “super-side” adverts using contra-vision material that we saw in the past look to therefore be making a
comeback. Following an earlier trial the Council forecast that revenue raised “could range between $198,000 and $378,000
per annum across the fleet.” Go Media, the Council’s media partner advised the market size for super-sides is between 5
and 15 double-decker buses and up to 20 single-deckers. This represented less than 5 percent of the fleet. However,
although a figure of ‘5%’ was on the original agenda, when the motion was passed no mention of a figure was made.
Sources: http://www.gw.govt.nz/assets/councilreports/Meeting_Documents/7643_Agenda_Transport%20Committee%2017%20September%202020,%20order%20paper.pdf
http://www.gw.govt.nz/assets/councilreports/Meeting_Documents/7643_Minutes_Signed%20public%20minutes%20of%20the%20Transport%20Committee%20meeting%20on%2017%20Septemb
er%202020.pdf
http://www.gw.govt.nz/assets/councilreports/Meeting_Documents/7643_Minutes_Signed%20public%20minutes%20of%20the%20Transport%20Committee%20meeting%20on%2017%20Septemb
er%202020.pdf

Left: NZ Bus ADL 4131 inside Kilbirnie
depot on 14 November 2019. This was
one of the buses used in the GWRC trial.
Passenger findings were generally
positive, despite a reduced level of clarity
through the windows. Full details can be
found in the reports above.

SURPLUS TROLLEYBUS GEAR FINDS NEW HOME IN PERTH
Bob Pearce, Secretary of the Perth Electric Tramway reports:
Recently we obtained some OLE for our proposed trolleybus loop around the Whiteman Village. However, because there was no ex-trolleybus equipment available in Western Australia
(or Australia for that matter), we were quick to respond to the news that the Wellington Tramway Museum were prepared to obtain the OLE from the former Wellington system and that
it would be made available to member museums of COTMA. The article tells a very much potted version of the work by WTM’s Allan Neilson and Steve Porter and their teams to get the
consignment ready for shipping, after a great deal of work was done at Whiteman Park to work out what was needed in the way of special work for the proposed trolleybus loop.

The Council of the Perth Electric Tramway Society (PETS) noted in a Council of Tramway Museums of Australasia (COTMA) report that
recovered overhead material from the former Wellington trolleybus system was to be made available from Wellington Tramway Museum
(WTM) for other Members of COTMA. Enquiries were made to obtain some of this recovered equipment for our proposed trolleybus loop
at Whiteman Village and when told that material was available, a sketch was sent to Allan Neilson, Vice President, Maintenance and
Engineering and discussions commenced in earnest. The material was to include Section Insulators (SI), Trolleybus Crossings and Turnouts
(Frogs), Sweeps (Segments) and the major item, a Trolleybus Overhead Protection (TBOP) unit. (NB – the notes in brackets is what the
material was called in Perth.) We asked that the TBOP be supplied with its cabinet (It’s possible that the unit will be used in a remote
location to the car barn), which of course added to the overall cost of transport. The artwork on the cabinet is rather special as well and
will be kept intact. After payment, we engaged the services of Sadleirs Logistics (based in Perth) to transport the material from WTM to
PETS. Allan and his team packed the material in one crate, while the TBOP was mounted and secured to a pallet, both of which had to be
made using timber suitable for import into Australia. The crate and pallet were despatched in October and arrived at Whiteman Park, safe
and sound, in November after its journey by ship and road. At PETS’ car barn and workshop complex the crate was opened and the
contents inspected, and the TBOP cabinet also inspected to see what it contained. The Overhead and Electrical team will now sort and
store the equipment in the spare parts shed ready for use. Our sincere thanks go to Allan Neilson, Steve Porter and everyone at WTM for
the help and assistance with the sorting, packing and preparation for transport. I have included some photos of the consignment, as well
as a photo of the material to be used for the overhead in the new car barn. This was imported from U.S.A. and was based on the fittings
used by Christchurch Tramways at the car barn in the city.

Above: The message from Steve Porter (President WTM) and Allan Neilson (Vice President Maintenance and Engineering) to Noel
Blackmore (Electrical and Mechanical Engineer Advisor) and Bob Pearce (Secretary). It was written on one of the cross member supports
for the crate. There were three cross members, and they were used to keep the contents secure and held in place. It is planned to retain
the cross member as part of our archive displays.

Left: A section insulator in the crate with the TBOP behind in the new Don and Laurie
car barn. Also note the message on the cross member support.

Above: The overhead equipment was imported from U.S.A. for the new car barn doors
and is similar to that used in Christchurch at their city car barn.
Right: TBOP 420 at its
Lambton Quay site was
installed on 11 April 2015
but only had a short life.
Local
artists
were
commissioned to paint the
various cabinets around the city. 420 was photographed on 28 August 2015
having the final touches to the artwork applied. The Railway Station terminus is
in the background. The cabinet was removed mid-November 2017.
Photo: Alan Wickens.
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A SELECTION OF YOUTUBE TROLLEYBUS VIDEOS
As you will be aware the internet is awash with videos of all descriptions, including many of trolleybuses that enthusiasts
have created and posted. “Wellington trolleybuses” typed into the YouTube search bar will be a good place to start for
followers of our once great transport system. However, the following links recently caught my eye; they were filmed by a
local bus driver before the demise of Wellington trolleybuses and may well be of interest. You can also find those listed
below by just typing in the titles into YouTube.

Early morning trolley testing at Kilbirnie depot 2017
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RWtegf5wp4M&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR3D1G9KHfKBvp0LvUU9yDx7aibLHMmT9ba3SMGnjZ1
cC0swAb20bvKmD-E

Route 1 Wellington to Island Bay
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wlb37w9LZw4

Route 1 Island Bay to Wellington
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w1L1FWZKvdw

Route 2 Wellington to Miramar
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FjTFISappeY

Route 3 Karori Park to Lyall Bay
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=paBq3at_emw

Route 3 Lyall Bay to Karori Park
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=paBq3at_emw

Route 7 Wellington to Kingston
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wnx54ULxKi8

Above: 355 waits for departure time at Island Bay terminus on 27 October 2017, four days
before the Wellington system closed. This is one of the termini featured in the videos.

Route 7 Kingston to Wellington
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WV-vd9882Q8&list=PLhnQe_KCUWkm8WfWsgmFeiMDzGq1FVNGS&index=8

Route 10 Newtown Park - out and return trip
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h2euOtjEX2A

Route 11 Wellington to Seatoun
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3xZ0d9rtmKg&list=PLhnQe_KCUWkm8WfWsgmFeiMDzGq1FVNGS&index=11
Note: The videos of routes 1 to 11 are in the form of time-lapse (a speeded up version lasting on average about 4/5 minutes). Too much
viewing at one sitting could be a little nauseous! However, these videos are a record of the routes before wiring was all taken down.

Below: 338 travels north along Adelaide Road on a trip to Karori Park on 8 May 2017. Route 3 is one of those recorded in the selection of
YouTube videos above. The large advertisement along its side is for Corona beer, a product the Greater Wellington Regional Council no
longer permits to be promoted on the city’s buses.

The trolleybus undergoing the tilt-test is a Sunbeam F4. 468 was new in 1948 to Newcastle City Transport. It was one of thirty-six of this type introduced in 1948/9
and all were withdrawn in 1961/3. 468 was chosen as an exhibit for the 1948 Commercial Motor Show. Buses had to undergo the statutory tilt-test before delivery.
A rear view of the same occasion appears in Newcastle Trolleybuses published by Middleton Press in 2006. Source: A-Z of British Trolleybuses, Stephen Lockwood.
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SHOP ON, SHOP OFF BUSES

Free shop-on shop-off bus
Explore the city and shop local by jumping on our free Love Local city loop bus.
Running between the Wellington Railway Station – Lambton Quay – Courtenay Place:

Saturday 5 and Sunday 6 December from 10am to 4pm
Saturday 12 and Sunday 13 December from 10am to 4pm
Saturday 19 and Sunday 20 December 10am to 4pm.

Pick-ups approximately every 15 minutes.

Below: Photo – W.C.C website.

Right: Lambton Quay at Cable Car Lane stop.

Wellington City Council engaged Rover Tour Group
(RTG) to supply three 2010 Toyota Coaster 23-seaters
for three weekends between 10am and 4pm during
December to encourage Wellingtonians to “shop on
and shop off” around the city. The three small coaches
were previously used as tourist vehicles but with the
massive downturn of activity due to Covid-19 this was
no doubt a welcome use of some of the company’s
vehicles. RTG has a fleet of these small coaches and a
number are named J.R.R. Tolkien characters. The three
vehicles used for this occasion were Gimli, Frodo and
Saruman (Lord of the Rings characters).

Right: Saruman at the Tranzurban Grenada depot yard on 12
December prior to heading off on duty later that morning.

Left: Frodo at the Tranzurban yard on 12 December.
Footnote: Was anyone responsible for removing the Free Loop Bus signs? The one at
the lower end of Willis Street (and maybe others) was still in place on 23 December.
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CHOMOTOV – JIRKOV INTERURBAN SYSTEM
Gunter Mackinger
Since 1995, trolleybuses have linked the cities of Chomutov/Komotau (49,000 residents) and Jirkov/Görkau (20,000) in
Northern Bohemia. Forty years ago there was a project for an express tramway, but it was expected to be too expensive
and so a very efficient trolleybus system was built instead, famous for its interurban lines using the motorway between the
cities. After initial problems between both
cities about the future of trolleybuses it was
decided in 2016 to keep and modernise the
infrastructure as well as the fleet. Since 2018
the modern fleet consits of five SKODA 26Tr
and
ten
articulated
SKODA
27Tr
trolleybuses. Within a very short time the
interurban system, with about 35km of
single line infrastructure, changed its face
completely to a modern and very efficient
electric trolleybus system.
Left: 029 followed by 036 (both SKODA 27Tr/2018)
at Jirkov regional bus terminal, awaiting departure
on the fast interurban service to Chomutov.

Right: 107 (SKODA 26Tr/2018) at Pisecna terminus.

Left: 110 (SKODA 26Tr/2018) on line 352 at Kamenna in Chomutov.

Photos taken on 31 August 2020

Right: Infrastructure at stops as well as overhead has been
renewed since 2016. Articulated trolleybus 030 (SKODA
27Tr/2018) arrives at Vinaricka in Jirkov.

Photos and notes: Gunter MacKinger.
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THEN AND NOW AT ADELAIDE ROAD

Just over three years separate these two scenes. The location is Adelaide Road and Rugby Street intersection by Basin Reserve. Above: On
29 September 2017, 350 turns into Rugby Street while working a Route 1 Island Bay to Wellington Railway Station shift. Below: The
overhead wires have long since been taken down but electric powered buses are common today on the same route. On 15 December
Tranzurban’s 3707 was recorded at the same spot. Route 1 was extended in 2018 to Johnsonville in the northern suburbs of Wellington.
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MICHAEL McKEON MEMORIES

Left: Looking back almost
thirty-nine years to 5
February 1982, B.U.T. 60 is
about to turn into the
entrance to Karori depot in
Darwin Street. The depot
was accessed via a loop off
Karori
Road
into
Chamberlain Road and then
Darwin Street. Departing
trolleybuses turned out into
Ranelagh Street and then
left into Morley Street to
rejoin Karori Road.

Above: Classmate 81 has arrived at Karori Park terminus turning circle and will be readied for its next trip to Courtenay Place. Bonus Bonds
(similar to British Premium Bonds) are now a thing of the past.

Left: Staying with the Route 12/Karori theme,
first generation B.U.T. 48 pulls away from the
stop near the eastern end of Courtenay Place
on its way to Karori Park. Behind is 1968
Leyland Leopard 395 wearing some bright
advertising for Shell Super Plus oil. The Willis
Street Driving School advertised extensively on
the trolleybuses.
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MEMORIES OF THE WADESTOWN/HATAITAI ROUTE
Michael Jarka

Above: We begin our journey on this (at times) very scenic route at Wadestown terminus, with first generation B.U.T. 30 complete with
bent left pole about to depart on a Route 14 trip to Courtenay Place on 10 October 1981. 30 was withdrawn in 1983. “Detective” Mike
Mellor pointed out quite correctly that 10.10.1981 was a Saturday, when all services started further west at Wilton so weren’t
trolleybuses. He wonders if the photo may have been taken in 1982 or perhaps Monday 12 October when Courtenay Place was the normal
terminus for the 14 on Monday-Friday. Whatever, it is still a nice photograph.

Left: 78 comes from the second batch of thirty-three
B.U.T.s to arrive in Wellington. Introduced to service in
1959, it lasted until 1984. A year before its withdrawal on
18 January 1983 it is about to make a stop at the bottom
of Molesworth Street while en route to Wadestown.
Lambton Quay and the Old Government Buildings can be
seen behind the bus. The route closed to trolleybus
operation in 1987, however, today route 14 still survives
running from Wilton to Kilbirnie (extended at each end
beyond where trolleybuses ran) though it is diesel buses
that stop at this same place today.

Right: 35 was another of the earlier B.U.T.s, easily
recognisable by the lantern style windscreen. On 27
May 1983, Michael Jarka photographed the trolleybus
on an enthusiasts’ trip while parked at the Oriental
Bay terminus. Here participants could look out at the
panorama of Wellington Harbour. A different aspect
of the view would have been viewed from high above
Wadestown while other spectacular harbour views
would be enjoyed between Roseneath and Hataitai.
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The final two views were taken at the terminus in Arawa Road, Hataitai on 12 October 1981. 77 was another example from the second
batch of B.U.T.s while 93 was a member of the smaller fleet of nineteen buses from the third batch introduced in 1964. At the time of
these photographs two routes serviced this area, Route 5 from the city via Hataitai tunnel and Route 14/15 from Wadestown via the city,
Oriental Bay and Roseneath. WCCT called this terminus Hataitai for buses via the tunnel and Roseneath for buses via Oriental Bay. It was
only at weekends that it operated as Route 14 from Wadestown, at other times being route 15 from the Railway Station The route via
Oriental Bay closed in 1987 with Route 5 closing to trolleybuses on 18 September 2015.
Thanks to Mike Mellor for his assistance with the captions.
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A portion of a WCCT map dated 31 December 1984 showing Route 14 and 15 termini (arrowed) used by trolleybus services. In those days
Route 14 continued to Wilton, so trolleybus services were in fact “shorts” terminating in Wadestown Road. Route 5 through the Hataitai
tunnel is also featured. Thanks to Mike Mellor for supplying the map.

Left: A well filled B.U.T. 113 climbs Lennel Road as it heads
for the nearby Wadestown trolleybus terminus.
Photo: David Jones.

Right: B.U.T. 111 at the Hataitai terminus in Arawa Road about
to begin a service to the Railway Station travelling via
Roseneath and Oriental Bay. The bus would shortly turn left
and return to Grafton Road on the one-way loop via Te Anau
Road. See map above. Photo: David Jones.
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Excerpts from Wellington City Council Transport timetables c1982
for Routes 15 (Railway Station to Arawa Road, Roseneath), 10
(Arawa Road to Railway Station) and 14 (Courtenay Place to
Wadestown and Wilton and return).

Below: This photograph of Ansaldo 138 working a Route 15 service in Grafton Road, Roseneath illustrates one of the magnificent views
that trolleybus passengers enjoyed on their way to the terminus. A section of the roadway the bus has just come along is particularly
narrow and one way, so returning traffic towards the city turned left at the point and travelled one way along The Crescent, rejoining
Grafton Road further down the hill. The views in this photograph look toward Petone, the Hutt Valley and (the aptly named) Seaview. The
small strip of advertising on 138 is for Balfour’s Roofing and Cladding. Photo: NZ Bus Collection. Photographer unknown.
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Left: Volvo 203 turning at Oriental Bay. The
trolleybus looks in fairly new condition. Note
the dotted yellow line to assist drivers making
the turn and also the continuing overhead
wires to Roseneath terminus in Arawa Road,
Hataitai. 203 had a relatively short life of
thirteen years compared to most of the Volvo
fleet.

Right: Taken from a similar position as the photograph
above, Volvo 226 has negotiated the switch and is now
on the route to Roseneath approaching the bottom of
Carlton Gore Road. This part of the route would be quite
testing for a bus driver with its sharp twists and turns and
narrow sections of road. In the background is the
Wellington skyline. Behind the bus is a Holden
Kingswood; an Australian marque built between 1968
and 1984 with many built in completely knocked down
kit form in New Zealand.

Left: Volvo 209 climbs the hillside out of
Oriental Bay and negotiates the hairpin bend
in Carlton Gore Road on this Route 15
working. This trolleybus had a much more of a
useful life lasting until 2008.

The three photographs on this page are from the
NZ Bus collection. Photographers unknown.
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MORE ON B.U.T. 11
December 2020’s issue featured some items of interest
regarding 11, the first B.U.T. trolleybus to arrive in
Wellington and part of a fleet of thirty-eight buses. This
prompted Michael Jarka to seek out what he had in his
photographic collection to add to the story...

Left: Michael recalls: “This is the only photo I managed of 11 in
service days, taken at Wakefield Street depot in February 1978. I
remember the time as I had been to the Basin Reserve just a day or
two before that to see New Zealand beat England for the first time
ever!” Note 11’s white roof compared to the other two first
generation examples standing behind.

Right: 11 was not long for this world when
photographed on 26 September 1981. Again
it was surrounded by fellow class members.

These last two photographs were taken inside Kilbirnie
depot (left) on 13 October 1981 and (below) on 18
October. 11 had a lifespan of thirty years. Michael
believes that most of the 11-48 series were broken up
inside the depot.

And a correction to the feature regarding B.U.T. 11 on page 29 of
December’s issue. It stated: British United Traction was responsible
for supplying the lion’s share of trolleybuses to New Zealand with
109 to the Capital, 129 to Auckland, 4 to New Plymouth and 79 to
Dunedin. The comment should of course not included New
Plymouth as their four trolleybuses were Crossleys, not B.U.T.s.
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MORE NEW PLYMOUTH MEMORIES
New Plymouth held the dubious title of being New Zealand’s smallest trolleybus system, having just one route
from the city centre to Westown, a suburb in its south west corner, and only four Crossley trolleybuses. The
bodywork of the buses was similar to the ten Crossleys introduced a year earlier by Wellington in 1949. One
difference was that New Plymouth’s trolleybuses had traction batteries while Wellington’s did not. When new to
New Plymouth the four were fitted with pressure ventilation and did not have opening windows. This feature was
not a success and top slider windows were eventually retro-fitted as seen in these photographs. Graeme Bennett
took these images, which are undated. New Plymouth’s mini system opened in 1950 and closed in October 1967.
Two of the four trolleybuses were saved; 1 is at the Wellington Tramway Museum while 3 is at Ferrymead.
- Thanks to Ian Robertson for valuable assistance with the captions -

Above: 1 and 2 (half the fleet!) in one photograph and taken in Liardet Street. 2 is working a shortened run from the city to Cutfield Road,
approximately half-way from here to Westown. The trolleybus is promoting Vinsen’s General Store, Masport lawnmowers and Milemaster
Recaps and Retreads. Vinsen’s store, at 43 Morley Street, was around the corner from Ian Robertson’s parents’ grocery store in Devon
Street. He recalls that Mr Vinsen was a rep for a wholesale grocery firm and called at their shop regularly for orders. He also had a dance
band which played at youth dances that Ian attended in his high school years. This photo probably dates from between 1959, when the
Whiteley Methodist Church, once situated on the near corner, was burnt down on 18 February 1959, and the new church opening in 1963.
Below: 3, arriving at the city terminus and pulling into the same stop as that above with a fellow fleet member (believed to be 4) turning
right out of Powderham Street in the background to return to the nearby depot. Note the mixture of advertising on the featured bus, Rid
Rat. Griffin’s Biscuits and Lawson and Hunter Motors. The church that dominates the background is St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church. The
Liardet Street depot, was a short distance from where this photograph was taken, and open between 1950 and 1964.
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Above: 3 heads off along Devon Street West, passing Currie Street, in the direction of Westown and towards the clock tower in the
distance. Originally part of the Post Office building erected in 1906/7, the original (seen here) was demolished in 1969. Local Residents
wanted the clock tower back, so a replica was built in 1985 that incorporated the original clock and its mechanism. 3 is passing Hotel
Imperial that housed several shops on its ground floor. One of these was the real estate office of Mr E. Gilmour who was a long-serving
New Plymouth Mayor. In this view two further buses in New Plymouth’s fleet can be seen. For the last three years of operation the
trolleybuses were based at Rangi Street depot, not far from the clock tower. The trolleybus heading towards Westown is in the original
colour scheme with cream from the window sills upwards. In all the other photos you will notice a couple of the buses have the modified
colours with red to above the windows, except on the back.

Below: We close with another view of the city terminus, situated on Liardet Street near the corner of Devon Street East and a rear view of
1 and 2. Note the larger rear numeral on 1, its poles down. When 2 departs it will turn left into Devon Street East for its relatively short
3.5km journey to Westown.
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TAILPIECE

Former trolleybus and later Wrightspeed-powered 362 was trialled around the Johnsonville area as it was close to the industrial unit in Newlands where the
conversion work and various modifications were undertaken. On 14 February 2018 it was photographed on test climbing Middleton Road and about to
negotiate some road works. Note the unique rooftop equipment – I never did get to see close up “what made it tick” inside the electrical bay at the rear, only
the empty space after it had been withdrawn and the Wrightspeed equipment had been removed. Unfortunately, NZ Bus’s hopes of a repowered trolleybus
fleet, giving them a new lease of life after withdrawal came to a disappointing end.

