Part 9
• Germantown

Germantown -Erie
How the mighty hath
fallen. Here is the
decayed state of the
intersection of Broad/Erie
and Germantown Ave.
The once vibrant area
boasted a checker with a
stop watch. Today it is
probably a bunch of under
cover drug cops partoling
the area. WDV Photo
April 11, 1961

Germantown –Chelton
SEPTA 2739 was southbound on
Germantown in the 5600 block in 1982.
Area seems largely deserted today. H.A.
Smith photo, WDV Collection

PTC 2770 is outbound to
Bethlehem Pike on April 5, 1965
passing Germantown Depot in
the process. The old house on the
corner of Westview St. has
apparently been razed but the
track and overhead remain intact
in the street even though there
have been no rail vehicles on this
stretch in more than a decade.
WDV photo.

A PTC supervisor manually
throws a switch for PCC
2732 on October 18, 1965
so that the car can come off
the Germantown line
following the morning rush
hour. Car will turn into
Gorgas Lane and proceed to
the rear of the Germantown
Depot where it will have its
interior cleaned in
preparation for the
afternoon repeat. No cars
have operated here in about
20 years, but the tracks
have been kept in place in
case the route ever gets
revived as a trolley route. It
appears that the old house
in the background has since
been razed.

Germantown – Chestnut
Hill
SEPTA 2712 freshly out
of the General Overhaul
Program stopped
opposite the SEPTA
Chestnut Hill railroad
station in June 1982.
The tracks are still there
today but no longer used
by streetcars, only buses.
WDV Photo

Left, August 17, 1983, Above
September 13,1992
Below 2010
Germantown – Chestnut
Hill
Several years ago the
Germantown – Bethlehem
Pike loop direction of
travel was changed from
counterclockwise (the
norm) to clockwise in
deference to traffic
problems in the area.
While the tracks are still
in in the loop, the wires
have been taken down
over the street at this
location.

Germantown –
Chestnut Hill
Several years
ago the
Germantown –
Bethlehem Pike
loop direction of
travel was
changed from
counterclockwise
(the norm) to
clockwise in
deference to
traffic problems
in the area.
While the tracks
are still in in the
loop, the wires
have been taken
down over the
street at this
location. The
Gulf station is
gone but the
Sunoco station
survives.

Germantown – Chestnut
Hill
Several years ago the
Germantown – Bethlehem
Pike loop direction of
travel was changed from
counterclockwise (the
norm) to clockwise in
deference to traffic
problems in the area.
While the tracks are still
in in the loop, the wires
have been taken down
over the street at this
location.

Germantown – Mermaid Lane Loop
For a short period of time following the
abandonment of Rt. 23 Germantown, SEPTA
kept a small group of PCCs, one of which
was 2163 shown above at Mermaid Lane,
operating on a heritage trolley route
between Germantown Depot and Chestnut
Hill loop. The idea fizzled for lack of
patronage but the tracks remain in the
street, somewhat disrupted in places.

Germantown – Mermaid
Lane Loop
Preserved PTC 8534
makes a photo stop at
Mermaid Lane loop on
December 2, 1978. Bill
Myers photo Right, the
tracks and some of the
overhead wire is still in
place.
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Rt. 26 Fox Chase cars
looped in this off street
lot at the intersection of
Rhawn St. and Oxford
Ave. Line was bussed
January 28, 1956 and
operated PCCs on
Sundays during the final
year. The SEPTA Fox
Chase rail station sits just
to the right of the photo.

Driving along Oxford Road today, few if any
motorists would dream that there were trolley
tracks along both sides of the road and a grade
crossing with the Reading Railroad’s Newtown
Branch. This was a Farewell to the one
remaining Brilliner fantrip in 1955.

Philadelphia,PA
– Then and Now
PTC Sweeper
has just pulled
out of the loop
on Rising Sun
Rd. at Knorr
Street probably
in the early
1960s. The
loop is still
there today
serving SEPTA
buses.
Richard Vible
Photo

PTC Marmon Harrington trackless trolley 336
was making the turn from Cheltenham onto
Frankford Avenue for its run to Holmesburg on
July 4, 1960. One of the last double end
streetcar lines in the city, the TTs have been
operating there more or less continually since
September 11, 1955. Third generation
equipment made its way onto the scene in 2007.

WDV

PTC Marmon Harrington trackless
trolley 336 was approaching the
Frankford/Bridge St. el terminal on
its Frankford Avenue run from the
city line at Holmesburg on July 4,
1960. Third generation equipment
made its way onto the scene in
2007. Students of overhead wire
will note changes over the
years.WDV

Chartered SEPTA Brill
trackless trolley 261
made a photo stop at the
intersection of Frankford
Ave. and Solly, inbound
from the City Line to
Frankford Elevated
station. The
revolutionary war era
houses seem to have
survived the 35 years
since the December 7,
1975 fan trip, but the
Reading branch in the
background along with
the Brill itself have not
been so lucky. WDV

Chartered SEPTA Brill
trackless trolley 261 pulled
out of Bells Corner loop on
Castor Ave. at Bustleton on
December 7, 1975. Scene is
very much the same today
following the return of
trackless trolley operation in
2007. WDV

PTC City of Philadelphia owned
Marmon Harrington trackless
trolley 482 was taking on
passengers for the Rt. 59Bustleton Ave. line at the
Frankford Aarott Street station
on October 24, 1964. WDV
Over a period of years, the
elevated structure was
completely replaced and the
stations upgraded to 21st
Century standards.
Additionally, a new fleet of
hybrid trackless trolleys was
introduced beginning in 2007.
New Flyer 835 was caught at
the same location on August
13, 2010 by Bob Vogel.

Chartered SEPTA
Brill trackless
trolley 261
entered the
express wire on
Rt. 66 - Frankford
Ave. at St.
Vincent Street on
December 7,
1975. It will exit
near Frankford
and Cheltenham
Sts. WDV

Philadelphia, PA – Then and Now
This Ed Miller photo near the end of
double track on Castor Ave. below
Cottman appears as the Jan. 2016
installment of the East Penn Trolley
Club calendar. It was taken April
10, 1948. Trackless trolleys still
serve Rt. 59 today.

After losing several PCCs in
the October 1975 fire, SEPTA
bought some third hand cars
from Toronto. This car,
southbound on Rising Sun
Ave. at Unrah Avenue was
originally built by Pullman
Standard for Birmingham
Electric and then made its
way to Toronto, ON. SEPTA
used these cars on Rts. 6, 50,
15, and 60. The scene is little
changed at the present time
except for the disappearance
of the tracks and streetcars.
Hal Smith photo, Volkmer
collection.

The intersection of Rising Sun Ave. and Wyoming
was interesting because Rt. 50 PCCs shared the
street with Rt. 75 trolley coaches. This
neighborhood has become severely blighted in
recent years and the conical turret has been
removed from the building before it fell down
into the street. The PCC is ex- Kansas City and
was caught here on August 27, 1960. WDV

Some guy with a ’56 Oldsmobile
got in the way and wrecked my
picture taken on July 4, 1960 at
the intersection of N 5th St. and W.
Wyoming Ave. At that time the
Rt.47 passed by in front of the
camera while Rt. 50 trolleys turned
off of 5th onto Wyoming. Rt. 75
trackless trolleys crossed North
Philadelphia on Wyoming Ave.
Only Rt. 75 remains electric today.

This ex-KCPS PCC is
heading east on
Wyoming Ave. at 2nd
St. about to pass the
PTC main HQ termed
by local railfans as
“The Temple of
Traction.” Trolley
coaches on Rt.75
westbound still pass
this area but for some
reason the eastbound
wire is AWOL. WDV
Photo

Frankford Depot- Philadelphia Ca. 1925?
These two photos were obviously taken on the same day at Frankford Elevated Station. Fred Schneider has the following
comments about the two photos.
“Those X-0000 series negatives were J. G. Brill publicity photographs. My hunch is that those two pictures at Frankford
Depot taken the same day. Notice the 10-window pre-Mitten car on route 73 in front of the substation that appears in both
pictures?
There was a series of photographs done for the Brill magazine on PRT. When you find that issue you will note it cannot be
later than__(TBD)__. There were also pictures in that story that showed the Delaware River Bridge under construction and
it opened in 1926. The 8000s were delivered beginning in 1923. The Frankford elevated extension opened 5 November
1922 and therefore it predates the 8000s and is irrelevant to dating the two pictures.
I cannot find my prints of those negatives. Why? Did I throw them away? No ….. but at one time I did keep all my
Pennsylvania trolley photographs in loose-leaf notebooks and they are all at the Pennsylvania Trolley Museum today. I
suspect that's where those prints are. And how did I print those negatives? When the Brill plant closed, the Historical
Society of Pennsylvania in Philly got the Brill car order plates and the order books. Because the Stephension, Kuhlman,
Danville, and other subsidiaries files were of no interest to that group in Philly, they went to the New York NRHS, and
eventually to the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, and today they are in the Pennsylvania Trolley
Museum library. The Brill magazine negatives (the X series) went to some local collector in Philadelphia area whose name
escapes me at the moment. When he lost interest, two other guys jointly put up the money to buy them … Donald Duke
(who housed them) and William D. Middleton. I printed them when they were in Duke's office. Today I believe they are in
the Huntington Library in Pasadena. “ Fred Schneider, Lancaster, PA July 10, 2012.
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• Upper Darby

69th Street Terminal in
Upper Darby has
undergone many
changes since the
bottom view was made
about 1936. Upper left
was taken in 1960 just
prior to the retirement of
the first generation
Market-Frankford Cars in
favor of the new Budd
almond-joy cars. WDV

The present day 69th St. Terminal combines the Red Arrow division
car maintenance with the Market-Frankford elevated car
maintenance. The next photo shows the present day street view as
compared with that of 50 years ago.

69th and Market St. in
Upper Darby has changed
little over the years.
There has apparently been
a war of sorts on signs
and billboards. The
paving around the tracks
entering the terminal
seem to be a perennial
problem. Two photos
WDV

This last vestige of the Red
Arrow Ardmore and West
Chester lines serves to turn
cars for storage at the 69th St.
Terminal yard. Car 78 was
actually inbound from
Ardmore on May 19, 1960.
The 85 was turning on
February 4, 1963 (below).
Both photos WDV

The P&W carbarn is still located at
72nd Street opposite the Victory Ave.
bus garage facility. The building is
just to the right of center at the top
of the photo below. The photo right
was the scene as recorded by me on
December 17, 1980. The car fleet
was replaced in the late 1980s after
several second hand CTA elevated
cars gave out, along with the Bullet
cars and Straffords shown here.
WDV

THE END
• This is a work still in progress
after 10 years in the evolution.
• Bill Volkmer
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