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Welcome...
... to the second issue of
Tramways Monthly, the newest
name in tramway news. Many
thanks to everyone who sent in
their comments on the
previous newsletter and I have
tried to make all of those
changes in this issue. Once
again I hope you enjoy it, and I
still would like any comments
that you have - both good
and bad. Thanks to everyone
who has sent in content for this
issue. It is still too UK biased for
my liking but that is slowly
changing!
Enjoy the issue!
Jack Gordon
Editor
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Latest News...
Jubilee 762 receives new all-over ad
Blackpool Jubilee Tramcar No. 762 has returned to service
with a new all
over advert
for
ReBlackpool,
the company
that
is
in
charge of the
town‟s
Jubilee 762 is seen at dusk in its new all-over advert for
regeneration
ReBlackpool, on the 10th February 2009. Alan Robson
projects. The
advert is in the form of vinyls and has been applied directly
over the yellow base livery of the old Unison advert – that
can still be seen around the name “Stuart L. Pillar”. The
advert has a main base colour of light green and features
a large picture that takes up approximately half of each
side of the tram. The tram features contravision.
Source: http://www.britishtramsonline.co.uk/feb09/newsblackpool1.html

Tramlink to loan trams from Europe?
Transport for London

(TfL) has approached several
European
tramway
operators,
including
Cologne in Germany
and Berne Switzerland, in
a bid to hire extra trams
for the system as a short
term measure to relieve
and
A Bombardier Flexity Swift K4000, similar to those in overcrowding
Croydon, in Köln (Cologne) Valentin Brückel
provide extra capacity
on the system within three years. TfL are expected order
new trams from Bombardier, who built the original fleet,
but this could have a long lead time and be expensive for
the small amount of trams needed. Tramlink currently
operate 24 trams and are looking at leasing a maximum of
four more.
Source: Various
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News in brief
Brush 636 returns
to Blackpool
Blackpool Brush Car 636
has returned from its two
year in Derby with
experimental
wheel
motors and a rebuilt
bogie frame. The tram
has now begun testing
on the tramway in
Blackpool
between
Pleasure Beach and Starr
Gate.
(See
photos
above)
Source:
http://www.britishtramsonline.co.uk/feb09/
newsblackpool.html

Crich opening
delayed
Due to the recent heavy
snowfall that plagued
much of the country
Crich was unable to
open over the half term
period. The track work at
Wakebridge, which was
on schedule, has been
interrupted
by
the
inclement
weather.
Crich is situated over
1,000 feet above sea
level and so, while the
rest of the country has
been thawing out, Crich
is still covered by a large
blanket of snow. It is
estimated
that
the
museum will lose £27,000
because of the closure.
Source:
http://tramways.blogspot.com/2009/02/sn
ow-causes-delayed-opening.html

Special Feature...
British Trams Online Tram of the Year 2008 Winner
Blackpool Balloon No. 717 Philip R. Thorpe
By Gareth Prior, Pictures by Andrew and Tony Waddington

In January 2009, Blackpool Balloon 717 was revealed as the
seventh tram to receive the accolade of the British Trams Online
Tram of Year following in the footsteps of trams such as fellow
Blackpool cars Brush 623 and Illuminated Frigate 736 and Leeds
trams 345 and 602. But just why did enthusiasts decide the tram
deserve to win the public vote?
717
led
a
pretty
unremarkable existence for
the first 69 years of its life
and, along with sister cars
704
and
716,
was
withdrawn from service in
2003
with
reported
underframe defects. The
Balloon 717 is seen here at Manchester Square
heading for Rigby Road in the mid-1990s. Tony Waddington tram then languished in the
Rigby Road depot of Blackpool Transport for a couple of years
with an uncertain future. During this time discussions were taking
place over the future of the entire tramway with bids being
made to the government for money to upgrade. This was all to
change in 2005 though, when Blackpool Transport received a
bequest from the will of Philip R Thorpe to the tune of £113,000. Mr
Thorpe wished to see a Balloon tram restored to original condition
and that is exactly what was to happen to 717.
717 moved into the workshops in August 2005 for a start to be
made on the restoration which was to take near on three years
to complete. The plan was to restore the tram to “near original”
condition – only “near original” because of required modern
safety features.
Internally the tram has swing over seats and is finished with the
traditional
dark
green
moquette along with high
quality
varnished
woodwork.
The
original
alhambrinal ceiling panels
have also been refitted,
giving the tram a very The magnificently restored upper deck interior of 717,
showing off the ornate ceiling, decorative encased
traditional Blackpool feel.
lighting and swing-over seats.
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Externally the tram was refitted with twin destination blinds at
each
end
and
side
destination blinds above
the
centre
entrance
(although these are fixed
to
destination
“Promenade”). Half drop
windows are fitted and
curved corner windows
Balloon 717 is seen reversing at Cleveleys whilst
operating specials on Saturday 30th August 2008.
were retained on the top
deck and returned to the driver‟s cabs.
One modern feature required has been a low voltage system (as
so fitted to all recent Blackpool tram overhauls) and this has
been installed in one of the luggage areas formerly found under
the stairs on the lower deck. A further modern feature has been
the fitting of the new skirt at both ends – although with this
finished in the green of the livery this is not really as noticeable as
first feared by many.
717‟s livery is the original Green and Cream livery style as applied
to all of the class when they first entered service back in the
1930s and makes for a very pleasing site on the Blackpool Prom.
The tram was named Philip R Thorpe after the man who made its
restoration possible before it returned to service.
The tram ran its first test runs from the depot on 6th June 2008 and
was then officially
launched
into
service
at
the
Fleetwood
Tram
Sunday event on 20th
July 2008 having had
a private launch for
the
board
of
Blackpool Transport
Car 717 shows off its original streamlined livery on the Pleasure
Beach loop.
two
days earlier.
Initially 717 was fitted with a trolley pole but after several
instances of dewirements a pantograph was fitted in late August.
Following this the tram started to be used more regularly as one
of the “main pool” cars, often operating service to Cleveleys and
Fleetwood. It is expected that come the 2009 season 717 will
enter into another summer of regular service between Blackpool
and Fleetwood.
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News in brief
Swansea tram plans
back on the books?
Trams could be returning to
the streets of Swansea,
home of the famous
Mumbles Railway (the first
tramway in the world, built
over 200 years ago), after
councillors agreed to fund
a feasibility scheme to look
at returning trams to
Swansea Bay. The study
could cost up to £100,000
to complete, but if a new
line is built it could create
hundreds of new jobs in the
Swansea area.

Edinburgh Trams to
be axed?
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The future of Edinburgh‟s
tram project is looking
uncertain,
as
Bilfinger
Berger
recently
announced that they “had
not been given enough
warning to start the work”.
The work at Princes Street,
which was due to start
over the weekend of the
28th February and 1st
March, has been delayed
and other reports are
suggesting that Bilfinger
Berger are saying that they
will not start the work until
extra money is procured
for the over-running project
– something that the
Government are refusing to
provide...
watch
this
space! Primary source: New Civil
Engineer Secondary sources: BBC
website, eurotrams/UKTrams Yahoo!
Groups

About the Tram of the Year

News in brief
The rebuild of Blackpool
Balloon 720 - which last ran in
2006 - is continuing. Upon
completion 720 will look
similar to sister car 713, but
with
a
few
further
modifications; notably power
doors which can be operated
by the driver, and a wider
centre platform, to improve
access from the platforms
which are to be built at tram
stops as part of the tramway
upgrade.
Blackpool Railcoach 679 has
lost its pantograph tower and
lifeguards, ready for its move
to the Lancastrian Transport
Trust's workshop premises.
Unfortunately whilst being
stripped
the
tram
has
sustained some minor fire
damage at one end thankfully the ends are to be
removed to allow it to be
restored as a traditional
English Electric Railcoach, so
this will not be a major
problem.

The British Trams Online Tram of the Year contest is an annual
“piece of fun” whereby the tram enthusiasts of the UK vote for
the tram they think has done something special in the previous
12 months. As can be seen above in 2008, Blackpool Balloon
717‟s return to service was deemed to be that tram but special
mention must also go to the runner-up – Manchester Eades
Reversible Horse Tram L53 which returned to service at the
Heaton Park Tramway after a long standing restoration with very
limited resources. Full details of the contest can be found at
http://www.britishtramsonline.co.uk/tramofyear.html
About British Trams Online
British Trams Online is the UK‟s leading tram and light rail website.
It features regularly updated news (usually once a week) along
with the most up-to-date fleet lists on the web and fairly regular
photo galleries and feature articles. The site was launched on 1 st
December 2002 and has been going from strength to strength
ever since. 2008 was the best year yet with over 50 photo
galleries being added and 2009 promises to be even better with
the usual extensive coverage from the UK‟s tram and light
railways including the 50th Anniversary at Crich celebrations. The
website can be found at http://www.britishtramsonline.co.uk

In addition to 717, two other Blackpool trams are currently painted in 1930s livery.
Here, Boat 600 and 'Princess Alice' 706 meet at Pleasure Beach. Andrew Waddington
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Monthly Feature...
Tramcar News
Jack Gordon

The two main restoration projects at Crich at the moment are those of Cardiff 131 and London
United Tramways (LUT) 159. Cardiff 131 has now been in the workshop for over a year and is
nearing the end of its restoration, ready for a launch later this year and LUT 159 is progressing
nicely with its restoration.

Cardiff 131
Cardiff 131‟s lining and lettering has been completed and varnishing and painting is continuing.
The rail scrubber mounting boxes have been test fitted, and work is continuing on the scrubber
block mountings. Installation of the water system is continuing. Source: “Contact” published monthly by the TMS

London United 159

Work is continuing on the top deck seat castings, and a mock up has been made and approved
by the LCCTT. All of the required materials have now been ordered. The lower saloon mouldings
are continuing to be fitted, MET 331 is seen in the workshop at Crich on the 25 th February 2009. The
and new bogie sideframes
bogies and lifeguards can just be seen in the lower right hand corner
have been assembled. Source:
and it is still sporting “Enfield Town 40” destinations which it has been
“Contact” published monthly by the TMS

Other Tramcar News...
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 MET 331 has had its bogies,
compressors and air receivers
re-attached, and all electrical
connections have been made.
Work is continuing on the
exterior paintwork and body
fittings. The trolley bases have
been fitted and await the
trolley poles to be fitted.
 Leeds 180 has been lifted from
its bogies, which are now being
stripped. A sample seat squab
has
been
received
and
approved.
 Blackpool 40, Glasgow 22,
Leeds 399 and Liverpool 869
have been commissioned.
 Midland Metro 05 is the latest
tram to be re-liveried into the
Magenta and Silver livery and
has now received bogies and a
pantograph. Fleet numbers and
adverts have still to be applied.

carrying since its overhaul started. Jack Gordon

Special Feature...
Birkenhead Tramway to close?
By Andrew Waddington, Pictures by Tony Waddington

At the end of 2008, the Birkenhead tramway received some shocking news – Wirral Council intended to
withdraw their financial support to the tramway, as part of a large-scale cost cutting exercise, prompted
by the current financial crisis. This was a huge blow to the Merseyside Tramway Preservation Society,
whose collection of historic trams run on the line.
The Council not only fund the running costs of the trams, but they also pay the wages of a small team of
staff at the tramway‟s Taylor Street depot, and they have indicated that these staff could be laid off as
early as March this year! However, it should be stressed that no final decision has yet been made
regarding the future of the tramway, and also that a local transport operator have expressed some
interest in supporting its continued operation.
With all of this in mind, now seems like a good time
to reflect on the story of the tramway so far.
Opened in the mid 1990s, the service was
inaugurated by two Hong Kong built trams,
numbered 69 and 70. These trams were tested at
Blackpool in 1993 before moving to Birkenhead,
and had been specially built for Birkenhead.
Unfortunately the cars required some fairly major
modifications in order to satisfy the Railway
Inspector upon their arrival in Britain, but have now
Hong Kong car 69 shows off its stylish blue livery, applied in
settled down into regular service. Initially both trams
2007.
were painted maroon, but more recently they have
been repainted – 70 in a more ornate version of
Birkenhead‟s maroon and cream livery, and 69 in the blue and cream colours adopted in more recent
times by Birkenhead buses.
The Hong Kong cars have more recently been joined by four superbly restored vintage trams. First to enter
service was Birkenhead 20, a typical four wheel open top double decker dating from 1901. This and
Liverpool 762 were both long-term restoration projects which had been started many years before the
Birkenhead tramway opened, so it was particularly rewarding for MTPS members to see these trams
carrying passengers again. 762 is an enclosed double decker that was built in 1930, and has been
mounted on ex-Blackpool Railcoach bogies.
Thanks to the support of the Heritage Lottery Fund,
Wallasey 78 was the next car to enter service. This is
the only restored tramcar in the UK with a distinctive
Bellamy top cover, and this, combined with its
unusual light green and cream livery, make it a very
striking vehicle indeed! The final restored tram is
Lisbon 730 which was acquired by the MTPS after
being imported for possible use at Seaton. However,
as that tramway eventually opted not to carry out
any work on it, 730 went to Birkenhead instead,
where it was restored and running within just two
years of its arrival! As many Lisbon trams have
donated parts towards the restoration of various

The unique Wallasey 78 seen at the Woodside Ferry tram
terminus.
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British trams, it is very pleasing that one such car has found a much brighter future here in Britain, and in
fact it is the only Lisbon car in the world which has been re-gauged to British standard.
The four vintage trams have all been restored by MTPS members to an incredibly high standard, and are a
fine moving tribute to the volunteers who have
worked so hard on them all. Also on display at the
Taylor Street depot are two other past MTPS
projects; former Crich visitor Liverpool 43, which is a
magnificent double deck horse car, and part of a
Dundee steam trailer which has been rebuilt as a
small waiting shelter.
Since completing the trams mentioned above, the
MTPS have been restoring Warrington 2 back to its
Lisbon 730 prepares to depart from Woodside on another
former glory. The dilapidated remains of this
journey to Taylor Street.
tramcar were housed at the St Helens Transport
Museum for a number of years, before being acquired by the Society. They also hope to restore Liverpool
„Baby Grand‟ 245 – which is basically a four wheel version of car 869 from Crich Tramway Village – to
service in the future, and had hoped to seek funding to help with this ambitious project. However, what
happens next is anybody‟s guess, as these projects will obviously be greatly affected by the future of the
heritage tramway, and the depot and workshop facilities at Taylor Street
It can only be hoped that this fantastic attraction will gain the support that it needs in order to continue.
Since it opened, the Merseyside Tramway Preservation Society has made some remarkable
achievements, and it would be a tragedy if this had a sad ending. The tramway has gone from strength to
strength since its humble beginnings a decade and a half ago, and with a little help, it will certainly
continue to prosper.

projects – Liverpool 762 and Birkenhead 20, posed at
8 Two fine examples of past MTPS restoration
Woodside Ferry.

Special Feature...
Nottingham Express Transit Pictorial
By Tim Moss

NET 215 displays an
advert showing that NET
were Light Rail
Operator of the Year: it
is seen here on the 21st
February 2009.

Remodelado tram No 557 at Praça Luís de Camões in Lisbon on the 1st May 2008.

NET 214 and an unidentified tram are seen at David Lane on the 21st February
2009.
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th February 2009. The Forest can be
NET 207
is No
seen
approaching
Noel
on the 16on
Porto
213
approaching
theStreet
tram museum
a route 18 service on the 2nd May
seen in the background.
2008
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NET 207 is seen again on the 16th February 2009, this time going over the viaduct near to
Station Street.
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Special Feature...
Krakow Trams Mini-Pictorial – April 2008
By David Orchard

A new generation of Bombardier-built Krakow trams takes to the rails: here is 2031 on a
new route in ulica Pawia near the main station.
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This picture shows impeccably well-laid virgin track along ulica Pawia - part of the new
Express Tramway. Note the heavy Croydon-style OHL and black heavy-duty traction
masts, in contrast to Krakow's elegant slim green poles along the older routes.
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Fleet Lists...

Thanks to Andrew Waddington for
the information held on this page.

Birkenhead Tramway
Number

Place

Year

2
2
7
20
43
69
70
78
245
730
762

Dundee
Warrington
Birkenhead
Birkenhead
Liverpool
Birkenhead/Hong Kong
Birkenhead/Hong Kong
Wallasey
Liverpool
Lisbon
Liverpool

1882
?
1876
1901
1890
1992
1992
1920
?
?
1930

Livery

-

Status

On Display
Under Restoration
In Store
Operational
On Display
Operational
Operational
Operational
On Display
Operational
Operational

Beamish Tramway
Number

Place

Year

10
16
31
?
114
196
264
513
749

Gateshead
Sunderland
Blackpool
Gateshead
Newcastle
Beamish (Ex-Oporto)
Sheffield
Sheffield
Blackpool

1925
1900
1901
?
1901
1935
1907
1950
?

Livery

-

Status

Operational
Operational
Operational
In Store
Operational
Operational
Awaiting Overhaul
On Loan to Blackpool
In Store

Lowestoft Tramway (East Anglian Transport Museum)
Number

Place

Year

11
14
159
474
1858
?

Blackpool
Lowestoft
Blackpool
Amsterdam
London
Lowestoft

1939
1904
1929
1929
1930
?

Livery

-

Status

Operational
Under Restoration
Operational
Operational
Operational
Used as Exhibition

Heaton Park Tramway
Number

Place

Year

6
L53
752
765

Leeds (ex-Hull)
Manchester
Blackpool
Manchester

1901
1904
1929
1929

Livery

Status

Operational
Operational (Occasionally)
Operational (Occasionally)
Operational

Bradford Industrial Museum
Number

Place

Year

40
104

Bradford
Bradford

1991
1925
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Livery

Status

Under Overhaul
On Display

Black Country Living Museum Tramway
Number

Place

Year

5
23
34
49
102
361

Dudley & Stourbridge
Wolverhampton
Wolverhampton
Wolverhampton
Wolverhampton
Lisbon

1920
1892
1919
1909
1920
1906

Livery

Status

Stored Outside
In Store
Operational
Operational (Occasionally)
Stored Outside; Former Shelter
Stored Outside

Summerlee Museum
Number

Place

Year

Livery

53
225
392
1017
1245
?

Lanarkshire
Graz
Dusseldorf
Glasgow
Glasgow
Glasgow

1908
1949
1951
1904
1939
?

-

Livery

Status

Operational
Out of Service
Out of Service
Operational
In Store
In Store

Hull Streetlife Museum
Number

Place

Year

1
3
132

Portstewart
Ryde Pier
Hull

1882
1871
1909

Status

On Display
On Display
On Display

London’s Transport Museum
Number

Place

Year

102
284
355
1055

West Ham
London
Metropolitan
London Transport

1910
1881
1931
1908

Livery

Location (All On Display)

Covent Garden
Covent Garden
Acton Depot
Acton Depot
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Blind of the Month...
Blackpool Balloon 717
This month‟s Blind has been taken from Balloon 717 in Blackpool. The information was kindly
donated to Tramways Monthly by Andrew Waddington.
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Focus...
22nd March –
Mothering Sunday
Mothering Sunday at
Seaton Tramway
Mum travels FREE today.
Mother's Day Lunch
Special available at the
Tramstop Restaurant.

Events...
Date
22nd March
28th/29th March

Event
Mothering Sunday
Spring Transport
Festival

29th March

23rd April
19th April

Blue Day –
Awareness for
Prostate Cancer
Easter 1940’s
Weekend
Easter Sunday –
Easter Egg Hunt
St. George‟s Day
London Bus Day

9/10th May

Models Weekend

10th May

Morris Minor Event

16th/17th May

A Celebration of
Bolton‟s Buses

23rd/24th May

50 Years at Crich

28th May
6th June

13th/14th June

Teddy Bear Picnic
Colyton Summer
Fayre
Classic Car Show
& Green Transport
Gathering
Folk Weekend

21st June
26th June
27th/28th June

Father‟s Day
Gourmet Night
1950’s Weekend

27th June

Busmen‟s Holiday

28th June

Totally Transport

12/13th April
12th April

29th March – Blue Day
Blue Day - Awareness for
Prostate Cancer - tea
party.
Tram Departs Seaton at
2.00pm and Colyton at
4.00pm, there
will be a blue tea party in
the Tramstop Restaurant
at Colyton.
To book a free place,
people are asked to
nominate a loved one,
colleague or friend who
has either suffered/is
suffering/ or lost
someone from cancer.
For further details please
contact 01297 20375

Got an Event not
listed?
Email us at
tramwaysmonthly@hotmail.
co.uk and we will happily
add the event to our diary!

7th June

Location
Seaton Tramway
Manchester
Museum of
Transport
Seaton Tramway

Crich Tramway
Village
Seaton Tramway
Seaton Tramway
Manchester
Museum of
Transport
Crich Tramway
Village
Crich Tramway
Village
Manchester
Museum of
Transport
Crich Tramway
Village
Seaton Tramway
Seaton Tramway
Seaton Tramway

Crich Tramway
Village
Seaton Tramway
Seaton Tramway
Crich Tramway
Village
Manchester
Museum of
Transport
South Shore,
Blackpool

We aim to be accurate with all details carried, however errors
may occur. We advise that you check before travelling to a
particular event. Bolded Events will incur an extra cost.
Back Page Photo: (By Tim Moss)
NET Tram 208 is seen at The Forest on the 16 th February 2009.
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Blackpool Standard 147 at Central Pier during the Blackpool Illuminations on the 30 th
October 2002

