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I am delighted to welcome you to this very special Issue of Tramways
Monthly, commemorating 50 years of the National Tramway Museum,
also known as Crich Tramway Village. I hope that, as always, that you
will enjoy this Issue and please give me any feedback that you have.
Also, please be assured that I am acting on all feedback I have
received to date, but have not implemented many of those changes
into this Issue for various reasons – primarily my GCSE exams! I would also
like to take this opportunity to once again thank Andrew Waddington
for all the work that he has done on this Issue – from badgering people
for photographs to getting frustrated when MSWord doesn‟t do what it‟s
told to! Without Andrew this Issue would be even later than it is!
For me, Crich50 has been a once-in-a-lifetime experience. Up until now I
had only been to three “proper” enthusiast events – and two of those I
was shuttling between Wakebridge and Glory Mine all day – so getting
to fully experience the event and being part of making it happen is
unbelievable – thanks to the workshop team who accommodated me
on the day, as well as everyone else who made this happen, be they
tram crews, workshop staff, entrance staff, the catering team and
anyone else who I have forgotten! Driving and riding Cardiff 131 to
Glory Mine as well as shunting various tramcars throughout the day –
including Edinburgh 35 and Howth 10 – were some of my main

highlights.
I‟m continuing to tweak the website too and there are lots of new features launched this month – including the
worldwide forums and user submission area – and more new features are planned for this month – please keep your
comments coming for this too!
Finally, apologies to those who are more interested in modern tramways or worldwide tramways. We have only included
a small amount of non-Crich news this Issue – including some breaking news about the future of the ex-Trolleyville USA
collection – but please understand that it‟s not every month that one of the world‟s leading museums is 50! Normal
service will be resumed next month, with a full report & photos of L53‟s trip to Beamish, the FTS convention and more! In
the meantime you can also use our new RSS News Feed on the website for the latest news as and when it is published.
Please enjoy the Issue!
Jack Gordon
Editor
We would like to offer our gratitude to everyone who has helped us by offering material for this issue; in particular,
Richard Lomas, who has been a massive help with his knowledge and archive photos; also to Ian Hignett and Jason
Cross for their excellent archive photographs. Without their help we could not have provided so much old material,
and we hope that you enjoy it! Please remember, however, that all material in Tramways Monthly remains the
copyright of the respective owners/authors, and may not be republished without prior permission being obtained.
Cover: A montage celebrating 50 years of Crich, featuring 15 different Crich trams. Thanks to those who supplied
photos: a full credit list will be available on the website. Photos: Tony & Andrew Waddington, Richard Lomas and Jack Gordon

Latest News…

Above: A delightful view of Southampton 45 from the mid-1960s. The tram is passing the remains of Leicester 99, which
was acquired as a source of parts for Leicester 76. This site is now a magnificent period street, complete with numerous
buildings and stone setts. Richard Lomas

Latest News
News in brief
Beamish news
round-up
Beamish Museum have
regained one of their
operational tramcars in
time for the 2009 season but
unfortunately
lost
another. Gateshead 10 has
returned to use following
workshop attention, joining
Blackpool 31, Newcastle
114 and Beamish (exOporto) 196 in the running
fleet. However, Sunderland
16 is presently off the road
with
wheelrelated problems, and the
opportunity
has
been
taken
to
carry
out
additional work on the
car's truck whilst it is
seperated from the body.
Hopefully the tram will not
be out of service for too
long, as it is by far the
largest enclosed tram that
Beamish run, and as such is
likely to be very much
missed.

Boat 606 and other cars up for auction?
A proposed trolley museum in Cleveland has been cancelled due to
the credit crunch, and most of
Newly painted in Seagull Coaches style yellow & blue
livery, 606 is seen at Pleasure Beach in July 1999.
its 30-strong collection,
Tony Waddington
including Blackpool Boat 606, is
to be put up for auction in July.
A not-for-profit organisation,
Lake Shore Electric Railway
Inc., had planned to build a
public display downtown and
a museum close by, but a
spokesperson and a Marous
Brothers Construction executive said although civic and elected leaders
supported the project, the economic recession had halted progress.
The group's plans included a track near the east bank of the city and
throughout the nearby Warehouse District, but Lake Shore Electric have
run into problems with their debts and running costs.
Dennis Eckart, a former U.S. congressman and a board member for the
railway group, called the project "a bridge too far." and added, "The
real value was getting them out of the museum and back on the track.
That became a financially insurmountable hurdle."
The collection is stored in a warehouse in Cleveland's port, north of the
Great Lakes Science Center, which was rented from the city for under
$1 a year. Unfortunately the lease, and also the lease of another plot of
land the group hoped to build storage and a museum on, has now
expired.

"They had a unique asset with the collection of historic trolleys," said
Cleveland Planning Director Bob Brown. "It was worth giving it a try. But you know how many museums come
and go. It was well-intentioned, but they weren't able to raise the money."
The collection had previously been on public display in Trolleyville U.S.A. in Olmsted Township. They were
assembled by the late Gerald E. Brookins and were run on tracks in the city on weekends. When Trolleyville
closed in 2002, the not-for-profit organisation Lake Shore Electric preserved the cars and came up with the
current proposals.
Other cities including Dallas and Tampa which had been displaying old trams had proved successful,
Ricchiuto said.
The planned auction is hoped to provide enough funds to complete the restoration of a select few of the
collection for public display on an old RTA track, but Eckart stated they "will be driven by what the market
tells us".
Blackpool Boat 606 was sent to the USA by Blackpool Transport
Services in 2000 in return for Blackpool Standard 147, which has
since been repatriated and restored and is now running on the
tramway in Blackpool.
Whatever happens it is certainly interesting times ahead for
these 30 trolley cars, and in particular 606, and we will bring you
full updates as we receive them.

Former Trolleyville resident Standard 147 on the
Pleasure Beach loop on May 16th 2009 Tony Waddington

No trams to Fleetwood in 2010?
Blackpool Transport Services have announced that the tramway
will be closed between Fisherman‟s Walk and Fleetwood Ferry at
the end of this year‟s illuminations, and will not be re-opened until
2012! This is to allow the tramway to be upgraded along the street
section. The feeder cables still need to be renewed north of
Thornton Gate, as this
was
not undertaken
when the rest of the
system was treated in
the mid nineties. The
entire track along this
part of the line is also
expected
to
be
renewed, and there will
736 at Fleetwood Ferry on 3rd May. Will scenes
be
a
bigger
gap
like this soon be confined to the history books?
Jason Cross
between both tracks to
permit new wider trams to operate.
It has also been stated that the tramway will close between Starr
Gate and Pleasure Beach during the same timescale, and if true,
then this section will be missed terribly during the illuminations
season, most of all by holidaymakers staying on New South
Promenade. Enthusiasts are also likely to be disappointed by the
timing of the closures, as it will prevent visiting trams from running
full system tours during the tramway‟s 125 th anniversary year.

Supplier of Blackpool’s new trams is now
confirmed
Bombardier Transportation will be the firm responsible for building
Blackpool‟s new fleet of 16 modern articulated trams; it was
announced on 6th May. The new trams will be built in Germany
(despite the company having premises in Derby!), and it is planned
to have them in service in April 2012, when the modernised
tramway is due to be opened. As reported last issue, the new trams
will be housed in a brand new depot at Starr Gate, whilst the
current fleet will probably stay at Rigby Road until funds are
available to build a new depot in which to house them.
The „Supertram‟ service will be enhanced by about 22 trams from
the current fleet. These are expected to include 10 rebuilt Balloon
cars with modified centre entrance
platforms, as recently fitted to 720.
Thankfully 700 and 717 are NOT
expected to be butchered in this way,
but will be two of the heritage cars
which will be kept to operate special
tours only. Although this might seem a
shame, after 2020 all public service
vehicles will have to be wheelchair
accessible by law, so confining the
vintage cars to tours was always
inevitable. It is also believed that some
of the Boat cars will be overhauled for
use on tours, but that their external
appearance will not be changed.
A close-up view of the new centre
platforms on car 720. Darren Bloxham
Dar

News in brief
Heaton Park news
round-up
Manchester 765 was used for
filming work (believed to be for
a well known Northern soap
opera, due to a sign for
Weatherfield Gazette being
spotted!) on Tuesday 4th May.
The tram has received an
overhaul over the past few
months, and volunteers had to
race against the clock in order
to get the tram ready in time
for its five minutes of fame!
The Heaton Park team have
also carried out some minor
livery alterations to Leeds 6. The
tram has received touches of
white paint on its bumpers,
lifeguards, steps and truck,
which will enable it to represent
a typical tram in generic
wartime grey livery for the
Manchester tram event on
June 14th. The car is also due to
be fitted with headlamp masks
in time for this occasion.
Finally, please note that the
Heaton Park tramway will be
closed on 7th & 21st June, due
to an Oasis concert and the
„Race for Life‟ event
respectively.

Dundee trailer car sold
The Merseyside Tramway
Preservation Society has sold
the shortened saloon of
Dundee steam tram trailer 2
after an offer was made to
return the tram to Scotland. No.
2 was restored as a waiting
room a few years ago despite
part of its lower saloon being
badly damaged by fire. A
previous bid to purchase the
tram fell through in 2007, but it
is now set for a new life in
Dundee, where it will be
housed in a conservatory-style
structure to protect it from the
elements. The car was
previously on display at
Birkenhead.

Western Train launched

News in brief
Surprises on service
at Blackpool
Some very unusual trams
ran on timetabled service
at Blackpool during May,
due to a shortage of
available single-deckers.
On May Day, Standard car
147 was used on Pleasure
Beach – Cleveleys service;
apart from certain special
events when historic trams
have run to a timecard,
this was 147‟s first use on
timetabled service since its
return from America in
2000! The next day, „HMS
Blackpool’ 736 worked on
Starr Gate – Fleetwood
service, and has repeated
this a number of times
since. These rarities are
certainly novel for
enthusiasts, and are
definitely much better than
using top-deck closed
Balloons.

New advert for 724
Also in Blackpool,
Millennium car 724 has
been painted blue and
returned to service on 23rd
May advertising the
Lyndene Hotel. 724 had
previously worn red &
yellow Metro livery.

Birkenhead update
Following on from the
worrying news about the
future of the Birkenhead
tramway in issue 2; the line
will now be staying open
as normal until November
at least, as Wirral Council
have extended its stay of
execution whilst a more
permanent solution to the
issue of who takes over
responsibility for the
tramway is being sought.

Another important milestone in Blackpool‟s tramway history took place
last month, with the long-awaited launch of the illuminated Western
Train 733+734. The trams last ran in 1999 and at one point looked set to
be scrapped, but have now been beautifully restored to near-original
condition thanks to the support of the Heritage Lottery Fund, complete
with authentic adverts for ABC Television, just like it had when new.
A private launch event was held for VIPs, including actor Stephen
Tomkinson, on Thursday 14th May, but unfortunately the Train was only
able to run as far north as North Pier due to a problem with its trolley, so
the VIPs continued their journey to Little Bispham on Standard 147. This
was followed by a series of
special trips for Fylde Tramway
Society members on the 16th,
which included two long runs
from Fleetwood to Starr Gate.
The Train is also expected to be
the star of Totally Transport later
this month, and should then run
733+734 at Pleasure Beach on 16th May.
nightly during the illuminations.
Tony Waddington

FTS Convention report
The May Day Bank Holiday
weekend is traditionally a
good time for fans of the
Blackpool tramway, as the
Fylde
Tramway
Society
stages its annual Convention
weekend. As well as their
Annual General Meeting,
this features tram tours and
a depot visit, and 2009 was
The Western Train posed on the depot fan whilst 706
no exception. On Saturday
& 736 wait to leave for Fleetwood. Darren Bloxham
2nd May, FTS members were
given a guided tour of the works where Balloon 720 was seen being
rebuilt. This was followed by a ride to Fleetwood on either ‘Princess
Alice’ 706 or ‘HMS Blackpool’ 736, both of which then stayed out into
the evening as ordinary specials.
The Sunday tram tour featured Twin sets 2 and 5, whilst on Monday,
Vanguard 619 and Balloon 717 did a special shuttle service. The latter
ran in place of Boat 600 because of rain.

Horse trams on the road!
It‟s very unusual to see a horse tram being moved by road – but this
has happened twice in May! First to be moved was Cardiff 21, which
arrived at Crich on 13th May. The tram is on loan for the 50 th
anniversary celebrations and is normally stored in Wales where it is not
accessible to the general public, so its arrival is a major coup for the
TMS!
Then, on 26th May, Manchester L53 was moved from Manchester to
Beamish where it will stay for approximately one week on short-term
loan. This was to enable L53 to participate in the „Power from the
Past‟ event, and it operated (with two horses – again!) on 28th & 29th
May. It is expected back at Heaton Park in time for their next event
on 14th June.

Crich50: The Stars of the Show!
Introducing four very special trams that have played a key role in the history
of the National Tramway Museum at Crich…

Cardiff 131 was of course the very first tram to
arrive at Crich on 8th May 1959, thus earning its
place in the history books. This water car was only
really preserved by accident – when enquiries
were made about acquiring a Cardiff tram, it was
found that all had been sold to a scrap dealer
except 131, which had been accidentally
omitted. Despite this, the car has had a long wait
to run at Crich and was stored off-site for many
years before returning in 2007. It has been superbly
restored in time to help commemorate this very
special anniversary year. The photo above, taken
by Richard Lomas, shows 131 in the early 1960s,
sandwiched between Gateshead 52 (now in store
with serious fire damage) and Liverpool 869.

Sheffield 189 is credited as being „the tram
that found Crich‟, as the search for
somewhere to store it led to the discovery of
the Crich site – and the rest, as they say, is
history! 189 carried TMS members in Sheffield‟s
„Last Tram‟ procession and was also a regular
performer in the early days at Crich, but it was
retired in 1980 and requires a major body
overhaul to run again. The tram remains
popular though, and even participated in the
grand cavalcade to mark the Tramway
Museum Society‟s 50th anniversary in 2005,
when it was pushed by the Blackpool loco.
Tony Waddington photographed it with
Sheffield 264 at Enthusiast‟s Day in 2007.

Leeds 399 was the second tram to arrive at Crich,
and is also the only car that has stayed there for
50 years continuously! Despite this, 399 had to wait
until 1990 when it was restored to operational
condition, and it has been a popular and reliable
member of the running fleet since then. 399 is a
very basic four wheel double-decker, but is fitted
with air brakes which were fitted to help give the
tram more power, as it was used on the
particularly hilly Beeston route in its heyday. Like
many preserved trams, 399 owes its survival to
being used a works shunter following withdrawal. It
is painted in its original livery of primrose,
chocolate and brown, but also ran in dark blue.
The photo above, by Jack Gordon, shows 399
terminating outside the Red Lion on 7th March
2009.

Sheffield 15 also came to Crich in 1959, and
was the first tram to carry passengers at Crich
in 1963 (as illustrated in this picture taken by
Richard Lomas) – one year before „Rack‟ 2
inaugurated the electric service. After
spending many years as a static exhibit it then
ran occasionally for special events from the
1980s, until it was withdrawn due to a worn-out
underframe. A major overhaul followed, with
an immaculate 15 running again in June 1995;
its return to service coincided with the
completion of fellow Sheffield car 74. Arguably
15‟s greatest moment also came on 17th
October 1995 when it was famously posed
next to one of Sheffield‟s Supertrams to
coincide with the opening of that system.

Crich50: The Events!
By Gareth Prior, Andrew Waddington and Jack Gordon
The main celebrations to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Tramway Museum Society
leasing the site that was to become the National Tramway Museum, and the arrival of the first
tram at Crich (Cardiff 131) took place on Wednesday 20th & Sunday 24th May. There was also an
event aimed at Crich villagers on Saturday 23rd May. At least one Tramways Monthly contributor
was present on all three days – so here is our exclusive coverage of the events!
Wednesday 20th May (AW)
This was billed as a VIP day, when the Tramway Museum Society‟s Board of Management invited members
of other organisations and various funding bodies who have supported the Museum, to visit the site and
gain behind-the-scenes access. This was a very full day, with guests invited to tour the workshop and the
John Price Memorial Library, where the project to digitise the TMS photographic archive collection was
explained, and the alterations made to the storage area to accommodate the late Winston Bond‟s
archive material were also inspected. Invited guests were also introduced to key representatives of both
the Tramcar Sponsorship Organisation and the London County Council Tramways Trust, without whom
many of the finely restored trams we see today would not have been rebuilt. There was also the
opportunity to have a guided tour of the woodland walk and sculpture trail. One particularly special guest
was the TMS Patron, HRH the Duke of Gloucester, who was invited to officially launch Cardiff water car 131.
This tram was undoubtedly the star of the show, although new arrival Cardiff horse car 21 certainly
threatened to steal the limelight!

Hill of Howth 10 represented Ireland in
the capital cities line-up. Tony

In order to re-enact the arrival of the first tram at Crich, Cardiff 131 was
placed on a low loader and taken to Town End, where it was posed in
front of the Derby Assembly Rooms. The tram was later unloaded and was
placed in front of the workshop along with Leeds 399 (the second arrival
at Crich). Sheffield 189 was positioned in the middle of the depot yard,
acknowledging its contribution to the history of the Crich site. There was
also an even more spectacular photo opportunity in front of the Exhibition
Hall, where a line-up of trams from British capital cities was created, using
London Transport 1622, Edinburgh 35, Hill of Howth (Dublin) 10, and finally,
Cardiff 21 which was placed on the traverser. Although technically Howth
10 should have been replaced by a Belfast tram, this really is asking too
much, and to be fair, to see this car in daylight is a very rare treat indeed –
so who cares!?

Waddington

Before 2:00pm there was a great deal of
shunting. Cardiff 131 left the depot yard, and was then driven down to
Stephenson Place by the
Deputy Lord Mayor of
Cardiff, Cllr. Keith Hyde,
who then gave a short
speech before passing the
metaphorical microphone
over to HRH the Duke of
Gloucester, who spoke of
how impressed he was
At Town End, HRH the Duke of Gloucester takes his turn to
with the Museum
in
drive Cardiff 131. Tony Waddington
general, and with the

The Deputy Mayor of Cardiff gets a
tram driving lesson on water car
131. Tony Waddington

restoration of 131 in particular. The car was then moved to Town End, where it reversed and was then
driven by the Duke to Wakebridge and back. 131 was chased by Chesterfield 7, Leeds 399 and Berlin
3006, all of which were well filled with specially invited
guests. Whilst the launch of 131 was taking place, the
tram service was terminated near the depot crossover,
with a temporary stop being introduced at this point.
Once all four trams had returned, His Royal Highness was
taken to the depot yard to be introduced to various staff
and volunteers, before being taken for a guided tour of
the workshop. The Duke and some of the other
dignitaries then posed for photos in front of 131, before
yet another photo opportunity took place, with the
Cardiff 21 being pushed back into Depot 5. Tony Waddington
water car being posed next to horse car 21 at the front
of the depot. Unfortunately, this couldn‟t take place outside as it was raining, and apparently the TMS
have promised Cardiff 21‟s owners that they won‟t let their tram get wet!!!
Once the main events were over, both 7 and 399 joined the cars which were already in service – namely
Glasgow 22, Leeds 345 (another of the 1959
arrivals) and Glasgow 812, with 3006 going on the
spare track at Town End. Meanwhile, the
workshop crew put the demic cars away for the
day; Cardiff 21 and Sheffield 189 went into Depot
5, whilst Howth 10 was put on Road 12 in the main
depot, with Edinburgh 35 going in front of it. At this
point it is worth recording that LCC 106 had been
placed in the Trade Exhibition in place of car 10,
with notices on the tram explaining that it was a
„temporary exhibit‟. Glasgow 1297 was also stored
in the Exhibition Hall, in the spot normally
LCC 106 on display in the Exhibition Hall, in the spot where Howth 10
occupied by 189. By this time the Village was very
normally lives! Tony Waddington
quiet indeed and the trams in service were
running around practically empty. So ended a very special day in the history of Crich Tramway Village,
with the promise of even bigger and better things to come!
Saturday 23rd May (GP)
The Saturday (23rd May) of the Crich50 events was designated Crich Parish Residents‟ Day where those living
in the area around the Museum were invited to have a look around the site with free entry passes being sent
out. Even though the day was aimed at non-enthusiasts there were still a few events which could keep the
enthusiast entertained.
Cardiff 131 was out for most of the day offering trips to members of the Tramcar Sponsorship Organisation
(TS0) who had funded the restoration along the tramway. 131 didn‟t however stay in service all day as it
developed a slight controller fault which required Workshop attention.
A special line-up of trams was also arranged in the afternoon of Chesterfield 7, Leeds 345, 131 and Sheffield
74 – all of these had their restorations paid for through subscriptions to the TSO.
A five tram public service was offered for most of the day with Blackpool and Fleetwood 2, Glasgow 22,
Paisley 68, Blackpool 166 and Leeds 399 in use. Part of the day‟s activities was due to be a service running
until approximately 8pm and with the weather set fair a two tram service was to be offered using 68 and 166.
Unfortunately the number of people staying at the Museum beyond 5.30pm was minimal and so just after
7pm 166 returned to Depot leaving 68 to run the final journeys of the day. It‟s a shame more people didn‟t
stay to enjoy the delights of travelling in open trams through the Derbyshire countryside in gorgeous late May
weather – it doesn‟t get much better than that!

Paisley 68 was the last service car out on 23rd May; here it is seen here
in ideal weather. Gareth Prior

Blackpool 166 at Stephenson Place – also on Saturday 23rd May.

Gareth

Prior

Sunday 24th May.
This was the day of the main events for tram enthusiasts, and the village was a hive of activity right from
the start, with the site packed full of people all day! The sun shone, it was wonderfully warm, and all the
ingredients of a classic day at Crich were in place.
The first major event of the day was a re-enactment of the first inspection of Crich quarry as a potential site
for a tramway museum, by TMS pioneers in January 1959. On that occasion, members rode on a small
quarry truck, pulled by a diesel engine known as ‘Ted’. In this day and age such a vehicle is not really
considered safe to carry passengers, so Sheffield horse car 15
was used instead. Although „Ted‟ no longer exists, a bit of
imagination was used, which saw the trusty diesel loco ‘GMJ’
fitted with an old „Ted‟ nameplate on one side! At around noon,
„Ted‟ and 15 set off, with early TMS members who were present
for that historic ride through the quarry riding on the horse car,
whilst other guests followed on Leeds 399. The convoy went as far
as Wakebridge, where 15‟s passengers alighted to pose for
photographs, before riding back to Town End. „Ted‟ was put on
‘GMJ’ disguised as ‘Ted’ basks in the sunshine in the
depot yard. Tony Waddington
the siding whilst 15 was pushed back into the workshop out of the
way.
The most impressive event of the day, and quite possibly the entire week, was scheduled to take place at
around 2:00pm, when a cavalcade of all twenty available electric trams was scheduled to run along
Tramway Street, in order of their arrival at Crich! A huge amount of effort went into setting this up, with
documents produced in advance of the occasion, to ensure that the trams would be in the correct order.
The process of setting up the cavalcade involved suspending the tram service, and sending the various
trams up the main line. The trams were staggered, with the newer arrivals going up to Glory Mine, whilst
some only went as far as Wakebridge, and others reversed at Cliffside. There were a few delays, as is
perhaps to be expected with such complicated tramcar movements, with Sheffield 330 suffering a bent
trolley as a result of a spectacular dewirement outside
the depot. At one stage it looked like 330 might miss the
fun, but the car was quickly moved to the workshop
where its trolley arm was repaired, and it was then sent
back out immediately! Clearly, the organisers were
determined to make sure that everything went to plan,
so such matters were not going to rain on this parade!
Rather later than billed, the trams were lined-up near the
bandstand. Once everything was in position, the
cavalcade began, with each tram running slowly
Leeds 399 was second in the cavalcade of trams on 24th
underneath the bridge and along the street to Town
May. Tony Waddington

End. The order of the cavalcade was as follows:





















Cardiff water car 131
Leeds 399
Leeds 345
Glasgow 812
Paisley 68
Southampton 45
Sheffield works car 330
Metropolitan Electric Tramways 331
Liverpool 869
Glasgow 22
Blackpool & Fleetwood ‘Rack’ 2
Blackpool 40
Johannesburg 60
Blackpool electric locomotive 717
Blackpool 166
Sheffield 74
Chesterfield 7
London Transport 1622
Oporto 273
Berlin 3006

Jo’burg 60 takes its place in the procession at the car park
tram stop. Tony Waddington

The line-up of trams was so big that the first few cars had to reverse at Town End and return, meaning that
the beginning of the cavalcade met the end of it near to the depot crossover! All too soon it was time to
put away many of the trams, which was done with impressive speed. Just six stayed out, and these were
the same as what had been in service during the morning; cars 22, 68, 166, 345, 812 and 1622.
The final event was another chance to see the line-up of trams from British capital cities, which saw
Edinburgh 35, Hill of Howth 10 and Cardiff 21 all brought out
again. At around this time one of 1622‟s trolleys decided to
get a separation from its trolley rope, so it was brought back
into the depot yard with the assistance of a bamboo pole, so
that it could be posed with the other „capital cars‟. As the
other events had been delayed so much this line-up did not
last as long as it had on the Wednesday, but the most
important thing is of course that it happened at all, and the
workshop team deserve full credit for delivering all of the
Some VIPs were allowed to ride on Southampton 45 in
the cavalcade, as seen in this view. Tony Waddington
advertised events despite a few hiccups that could have
easily thwarted their plans.
After the various non-runners were put away again, the
event was wound down. However, Cardiff 131 was sent
out again and did some more demonstration runs, with
various people invited to ride on it. By this time the tram
service was being cut down, but for the second
consecutive day the last tram did not run until
approximately 7:00pm, and Blackpool 166 did the
honours thanks to the splendid weather.
In addition to the main events described above, a
DHMD 1 & Newcastle 102 get a rare glimpse of sunlight
from the Exhibition Hall. Tony Waddington
number of trams were posed on the depot fan at various
times of the day, including Sheffield 189, MET 331 and
Leeds 399. There was also an opportunity to photograph two water cars (131 & 330) side by side, which

was probably one of the best photo opportunities of the day. It was also pleasing to see the Exhibition Hall
doors were opened to give better views of the cars inside, including such hidden gems as Douglas 1 and
Newcastle 102, and the number of photographers who lined the traverser pit seemed to indicate that this
was much appreciated.

Edinburgh 35 & Howth 10 sat in the depot on 24th May,
awaiting their turn in the limelight. Tony Waddington

Another welcome touch was that most of the trams that
were involved in the day‟s events received small posters
inside their windows, giving the fleet number and former
operator of that tram, together with the date that it first
arrived on site. Finally, there was an excellent display on
the history of the National Tramway Museum in the
workshop viewing gallery, including a projection of many
fascinating images from the TMS archives. Although of
course the cavalcade was particularly sensational,
gestures like this certainly played a part in making this a
very special day for everyone present.

Monday 25th May (JG)
Monday saw another beautiful day at Crich, but with no special events planned it was just a normal
operating day. A six-minute service was provided for the pleasure of the visitors who were there – trams in
use were Chesterfield 7, Southampton 45, Paisley 68, Blackpool 166 and Oporto 273, with Berlin 3006 also
running a couple of trips. In addition to the service cars Rack 2 was also moved into the workshop and
Liverpool 869 was moved out, and there was also a lot of shunting to allow the service cars get out. Finally,
there was also a tractor exhibition and a parade of the tractors also ran down the Tramway Street. The
trams ran full for most of the day and were suited to the weather of the day – although the crew of 166 did
get soaked just as they were putting it away!

MET 331 is seen heading towards Town End
Terminus after the 20 tram cavalcade on the
24th May. In the background is Paisley 68 which
is loading for its next passenger trip. This photo
was taken from Sheffield 330 which was
heading back to the depot after its role in the
cavalcade. Jack Gordon

News in pictures...

Picture captions – clockwise from top


A delightful scene of the revamped Blackpool promenade in May 2009. The trams are Brush car
630 and ‘Princess Alice’ 706. Jason Cross



Blackpool Balloon 721 shows off its new all-over advert livery for the Pleasure Beach on 16th May.
Tony Waddington



Blackpool Railgrinder 752 seen on the depot approach track at Heaton Park on 3rd May. Tony
Waddington



Dundee trailer 2’s lower saloon on display at Birkenhead’s Woodside Ferry Terminal in 2007.

Tony

Waddington



One end of Blackpool Balloon 720, seen in the Body Shop on 2nd May. Darren Bloxham



Blackpool Centenary car 643 has lost its G Casino advert and is now operating in this strange black
& white base livery. It is seen loading up at Pleasure Beach. Tony Waddington



Leeds 6 in wartime livery at Heaton Park. John Whitehouse

Crich Tramway Village –
50 Years in Pictures

1960s
Following the arrival of the first
trams in 1959, the sixties were a
hive of activity with the building of
a short demonstration line from
Town End to a site near where the
bridge stands today. The closure
of Sheffield and Glasgow‟s
tramways led to many new
acquisitions, as did the loss of the
town routes in Blackpool.
The first two electric cars to run in
public service were Blackpool &
Fleetwood 2 and Blackpool 49,
and appropriately, both are
depicted in this view from Ian
Hignett. 49 was repainted red,
white and teak but later swapped
liveries with sister car 40. Also
notice the „Crich Town End‟
destination on 49; Crich
destinations were an early
practice that did not last long. 49
was a regular service car until a
leaky roof led to its withdrawal
from service in 1992.
Another picture from Ian Hignett
shows Gateshead 5 when newly
restored. 5 ran in its latter day
guise of Grimsby & Immingham 20
in 1964, and was then repainted in
its original Gateshead colours. This
photo shows the tram before its
distinctive advert boards had
been fitted.
Our final scene from the sixties is
Richard Lomas‟ 1964 shot of
Sheffield works car 349 at what is
now Stephenson Place, before the
street was developed, and when
there was still just a single track!
This layout was replaced by
double track along what is now
Tramway Street for 1965. The tram
was modified as a mobile
generator to enable early electric
operation but was later scrapped.
Crich made the headlines in
August 1968 when Prague 180‟s
arrival from Czechoslovakia
coincided with the first
Extravaganza, and a year later,
Blackpool Railgrinder 2 was
illuminated to help celebrate ten
years of trams at Crich!

1970s

Here we see the wonderful
Newcastle 102 operating at Crich,
not long after completion of its
restoration. Notice that the tram is
approaching the start of the single
line section, and has just cleared the
staff post; more recently, double
track has of course been laid past
the car park towards the quarry. In
the background a line-up of more
trams can be seen, headed by
Leicester 76, which was the first tram
to be overhauled at Crich. Passing
on the other line is Glasgow 1115,
another runner from the early days.
All three of these trams now reside in
the Exhibition Hall, with 1115 semipermanently entombed in the „Tram
at Night‟ display!
The slightly odd-looking tram on the
left is Vienna 4225. This car was
originally New York 674, and has
since been restored to its earlier
American guise, complete with twin
trolleys, but did run at Crich like this
for a few years first. This photo was
taken at the same location as that
of 102 above, and both views date
from May 1975. Note the Assembly
Rooms façade taking shape in the
background.
Next up is a scene from Glory Mine
in 1978 – the year that this extension
of the tramway was opened. As can
be seen, there is still much work to
do to tidy up the area, but the
passing loop of today is easily
recognisable. Here, the steam tram
engine ‘John Bull’ (painted grey!)
can be seen coming up the hill,
while Manchester 765 and
Southampton 45 wait for it to clear
the single line. 765 operated at
Crich for just two years before
leaving for a new home at the
Heaton Park tramway, Manchester,
which opened in March 1980. As for
the steam tram, it was restored to a
rather more attractive chocolate
brown livery in the 1980s when it ran
occasionally, and even visited
Blackpool in 1985. Today it is a static
exhibit in the Exhibition Hall.
All of these pictures were taken by
Richard Lomas.

1980s
Our first „80s scene from Richard
Lomas shows Glasgow 1297 &
Glasgow 1282 together at
Stephenson Place. 1282 had
entered service following a major
overhaul in 1978, and this was the
first year that it had ran at Crich with
similar car 1297. Both of these trams
are very powerful, and as such, it
wasn‟t until the substation at
Wakebridge was built that there was
sufficient power for both to operate
together!
The Crich scene changed
dramatically thanks to the erection
of the Victorian Bowes Lyon Bridge.
This was opened in 1988, when
Sheffield 15 ran over it – the only
time that the tracks over the bridge
have been used (so far at least). The
photo on the left, also by Richard
Lomas, shows the cast iron frontage
of the bridge being lowered into
place, and dates from June 1983.
Another important development
was the start of work on a new
Exhibition Hall. It was originally
hoped that this would allow the
whole collection to be housed at
Crich, but this did not materialise.
Despite all of these developments,
the decade is perhaps best
remembered for a considerable
number of tram loans. Many cars
went to Blackpool for the tramway
centenary in 1985, whilst the 1988
Glasgow Garden Festival took
Glasgow 22, Paisley 68 and Glasgow
1297 back to Scotland. A similar
event in Gateshead in 1990 finally
provided the means to restore
Metropolitan 331 in its later
Sunderland livery, and this massive
task was completed in 1989. Sadly
this wonderful livery was only shortlived as sponsors British Steel insisted
that it was repainted blue for 1990!
The picture on the right, from Jason
Cross, shows 331 as Sunderland 100
on 28th August 1989, with the
completed bridge behind it. The
tram is following Blackpool 40, which
still has adverts that it carried at
Blackpool in 1985.

1990s
First up is a classic Tramathon scene
from 1991 by Jenny Waddington,
with Prague 180 at the back of a
queue of trams. 180 arrived at
Crich in 1968 and gave many years
of reliable service until withdrawal
in 1997, though it made a brief
comeback in 2001. Perhaps of
more interest though, is the space
to the left of 180, where the old
member‟s hut is just visible. This site
is now occupied by the Red Lion
pub.
Next up is a delightful view of the
old Wakebridge layout seen from
the viewing platform, taken by Tony
Waddington, also in 1991. Sheffield
510 is heading off for Glory Mine,
whilst Blackpool 49 loads for the
return trip. Notice the siding to the
left of 510, which has recently been
removed, and Glasgow works car
W21 behind the waiting shelter.
Following use as a shop near Town
End in the 1960s, this car was
dumped at Wakebridge and was
left in the open for many years; it
was the only Glasgow tram at Crich
not to be converted to standard
gauge until it was moved to Clay
Cross in 1996.
Finally, we have Blackpool &
Fleetwood 2 arriving at Stephenson
Place in 1993. Behind it, the old
washbay is hidden behind
advertising hoardings, which have
since been moved to allow the
workshop to be extended. The tram
has also changed since this picture
was taken; it lost its unauthentic
destination box and headlights
during a major overhaul in 1997/8.
This photo is also by Tony
Waddington.
The 1990s also saw the new
Exhibition Hall open in 1991, with
the addition of the „Tram at Night‟
scene and other displays in 1992.
Major restoration projects during
this decade included Liverpool 869,
Chesterfield 7 and London 1622.
New arrivals included Berlin 3006
which entered service with a
wheelchair lift in 1997, giving Crich
its first wheelchair accessible tram.

2000s
The last ten years are perhaps most
notable for the addition of the
workshop viewing gallery, and
renaming of the site to Crich
Tramway Village in 2001.
Opposite the completed Red Lion
pub can be seen; this finally opened
in 2002, and was followed by further
additions to the street scene in the
form of an extension to the library,
using the facades of old buildings
rescued many years ago. The tram
pictured is Halle 902, which arrived
in 2005. The plan was to use it as a
second „Access Tram‟ due to the
huge popularity of 3006, but it has
been found to be less suitable for
this role than was initially thought,
and today its future is uncertain.
The aforementioned workshop
extension can be seen in the
second view from Tony Waddington
of Chesterfield 7, which has been a
regular performer since May 1997.
On the left hand side can be seen
the Stone Workshop where tramcar
overhauls were carried out in the
Museum‟s early years; this building
was already present when the TMS
arrived in 1959, and plans are afoot
to rebuild it with support from the
Heritage Lottery Fund, for use as an
exhibition building.
Lastly, we are up to the present day,
with Jack Gordon‟s scene of London
Transport 1622 passing through the
new-look Wakebridge passing loop
just under a month ago. This area
has been greatly enhanced after
being surfaced, following
completion of major track renewal
work early in 2009. 1622‟s lower deck
was reconstructed by members of
the London County Council
Tramways Trust, whilst a replica
upper deck was built from scratch
at Crich.
The 2000s have also seen Oporto
273 and Leeds 345 restored, whilst
LUT 159 is approaching completion.
This tram is also being funded by the
LCCTT. Plans are also in hand to
celebrate the 125th anniversary of
Blackpool‟s tramway next year – the
action never stops!

Crich50 – The Events in Pictures
By Tony Waddington, Jack Gordon and Richard Lomas

Sunday 24th May saw an impromptu photo opportunity with the two water cars at Crich;
Sheffield 330 and star of the show, Cardiff 131. Tony Waddington

Cardiff horse tram 21 poses on the traverser on 20th May. Tony Waddington

The line-up of trams from capital cities of the British Isles (left to right): Cardiff 21, Hill of
Howth 10, Edinburgh 35 & London Transport 1622 Tony Waddington

Another view of Howth 10 parked in front of the building it normally resides in, taken
on Wednesday 20th May. Tony Waddington

A rare shot of Sheffield horse car 15 and 'Ted' passing the bandstand on their way
back from Wakebridge, on 24th May. Tony Waddington
Trams as far as the eye can see! This was the scene from the Bowes Lyon Bridge
immediately after the cavalcade on 24th May, when the last tram in the parade
(3006) had met the first (131)! Richard Lomas

Focus...
14th June – Manchester
Day at Heaton Park
A special event to mark the 60th
anniversary of the closure of
Manchester‟s original tramway.
Horse car L53 will be in service
along with car 765, and Leeds 6
in wartime guise.

28th June – Totally
Transport (Blackpool)
Now in its fifth year, this is the
premier event for transport
enthusiasts on the Fylde coast!
The day includes a fantastic
range of vintage vehicles on
display on New South
Promenade, as well as trade
stalls, live music and much more.
There will be a heritage tram
service between Starr Gate and
North Pier, and it is also hoped
that the Western Train will be
used for public tours during the
day.

Got an Event not listed?
Email us at events@tramwaysmonthly.com and we will
happily add the event to our
diary!

Events...
Date
6th June
7th June

13th/14th June
14th June

Event
Colyton Summer
Fayre
Classic Car Show
& Green Transport
Gathering
Folk Weekend

21st June
26th June
27th/28th June

Manchester Trams
60 years since
closure
Father‟s Day
Gourmet Night
1950’s Weekend

27th June

Busmen‟s Holiday

28th June

Totally Transport

5th July

Enthusiast‟s Tram
Event
Edwardian
Weekend
„Transport In Art‟
exhibition & horse
tram running day
Fleetwood
Transport Festival
Mini Meet

11th/12th July
12th July

19th July
26th July
1st -5th August

2nd August
8th/9th August

Isle of Man
Transport Festival
(More details
nearer time)
Emergency
Vehicles Day
August 1940s
Weekend

Location
Seaton Tramway
Seaton Tramway

Crich Tramway
Village
Heaton Park

Seaton Tramway
Seaton Tramway
Crich Tramway
Village
Manchester
Museum of
Transport
South Shore,
Blackpool
Crich Tramway
Village
Crich Tramway
Village
Heaton Park

Fleetwood
Crich Tramway
Village
Manx Electric
Railway

Crich Tramway
Village
Crich Tramway
Village

We aim to be accurate with all details carried, however errors
may occur. We advise that you check before travelling to a
particular event. Bolded Events will incur an extra cost.

Back Page: Cardiff 131 is seen on Wednesday 20th May on a low loader outside the Assembly Rooms at
Crich, with have been adorned with Crich50 banners. The tram was launched later that day. Dan Heeley

