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Welcome…
Hello and welcome to the latest Issue of Tramways Monthly! As
I‟m sure you will have noticed, we have had a redesign of the
magazine with this Issue, and your comments are appreciated
on the new colour scheme and design. Further tweaks will
continue to be made, and it is hoped to be able to release a
landscape version next month, which unfortunately has had to
be postponed for this Issue. My thanks go to Isao Ayugase for
doing most of the re-design work, and Isao also joins the Editorial
Team of Tramways Monthly this month.
Since the last Issue of Tramways Monthly was released, our
Crich50 Special, i‟ve been mainly focussing on my GCSE exams,
but thankfully these have now finished, and i‟ve managed to fit
in a couple of tramway visits since the last Issue! I‟ve been to
Crich once and spent a very pleasant day in the workshop
(well… out of the workshop) painting two section boxes, and I
also made my first ever trip to Blackpool to the annual
totallyTransport event, put on every year on the New South
Promenade by the Lancastrian Transport Trust. It would be an
understatement to say that I had an absolutely brilliant day!
Although I missed out on riding on Coronation 304, the Western
Train made one “service” trip from Harrowside to the Tower and I
was lucky enough to get on it! Other highlights of mine included
riding Boat 600 in the rain and seeing Sheffield 513 in the flesh –
and also the first time that this tram has been in service since
2005. A full Totally Transport report can be found on page 19
and there are also numerous photographs throughout this issue.
As I‟m sure you‟ll remember, last month we launched the
Tramways Monthly Forum. To date, this has been a relative
success, but more users are always welcome! Feel free to drop
by and make a post – you don‟t even need to make an
account if you don‟t want to. You can access the forum at
http://forum.tramways-monthly.com.
As always, please enjoy this Issue of Tramways Monthly, and all
comments are warmly welcomed!

Jack Gordon, 30/06/09
Tramways Monthly Editor
jack.gordon@tramways-monthly.com
Assistant Editor’s Thoughts…
June has been a fairly relaxed month for me after the
unprecedented amount of tram events that took place in
May - including L53's visit to Beamish which we held over
until this month. However, Totally Transport at Blackpool was
a massive success; easily the best one yet in my opinion. Big
thanks go to all the event organisers, and especially to
whoever made the decision to run Sheffield 513 for the
event! Jack & I therefore make no apologies for the amount
of Blackpool coverage in this issue! Andrew Waddington, 30/06/09

Front Cover: Manchester L53 operating at Beamish Museum on 28th May
2008, with horses Bonnie and Clyde. The car is seen waiting to turn at the
edge of the Town. Tony Waddington

Latest News...
Beamish reveal big plans for 2010
Fresh from Manchester L53's recent holiday in the North East, plans
are now afoot to make next year's 'Power from the Past' event at
the North of England Open Museum just as spectacular, if not more
so! It must be stressed, however, that all current plans are subject to
change. The Museum hopes to gain sponsorship to help to fund
their adventurous plans, and without it they may have to be scaled
down.
Current thinking is that the event will mainly be themed around
maintenance and engineering vehicles, such as steam rollers.
However, it has also been proposed to repaint Blackpool 31 in
green livery for a short period, to re-create its later guise as
Engineering car 4 (latterly 754). This tram was often paired with
Blackpool tower wagon 749, also preserved at Beamish and
currently in store, and it is hoped to bring 749 out for the occasion
so that it can be paired with 31 once again.
As this wasn't exciting enough, it is also hoped that up to three
trams will visit the Museum during 2010! Continuing with the
propsed theme of 'Power from the Past', the Museum have
requested use of Leeds 6 from Heaton Park to co-incide with this
event. Although not finalised, initial discussions with the Manchester
Transport Museum Society regarding the possible loan of this car
have been encouraging, no doubt thanks to the excellent
relationship that already exists between the two organisations as a
result of L53's visit to Beamish. Another mystery tram has also been
requested for a loan period, which would also fit in with the theme
of the event.
Finally, later in the year 31 is expected to visit Blackpool for the
tramway's 125th anniversary celebrations. A Boat car has been
asked for in exchange, with pioneer car 600 being the first choice.
It should be noted that, if 31 is painted green, it would need to be
repainted back into its current red, white and teak livery for the
Blackpool celebrations! 2010 is obviously shaping up to be a very
special year for all of Britain's tramways, and it looks like Beamish
could be playing a big part in the programme of events.

Blackpool 31 as currently
displayed in 1920s guise, in
service at Beamish in May
2009. Tony Waddington
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News in brief
Full Parry People Mover
service for Stourbridge
branch
The full ten-minute PPM60 service
started
on
the
Stourbridge
Junction – Stourbridge Town
National Rail branch finally began
on Monday 22nd June and 0547.
The services were in the hands of
139001 as 139002 is still with the
manufacturer because of an air
fault. There was no formal opening
ceremony for the much-delayed
service introduction.

Starr Gate Depot
controversy
Plans for the extravagent new
tram depot at Starr Gate,
Blackpool, have not been too well
received by local residents, who
state that the £20 million building
will spoil their view of the
promenade, which is likely to have
an adverse effect on South Shore
property value. The scheme has
also met with a mixed response
from tram enthusiasts, some of
whom believe that a much more
basic design would give better
value
for
money.
However,
Blackpool Borough Council remain
adament that Starr Gate is the
only suitable location for the new
depot - and say that if it not built
there, that the entire tramway
upgrade scheme would have to
be adandoned.

News in brief
A new name for another
Blackpool tram
Modernised Balloon car 723 has
become the latest member of the
Blackpool tram fleet to be named.
The tram has recently received
the name Donna's Dreamhouse in
gold lettering beneath the driver's
windscreens, with two small
stickers placed on either side of
the name. For those who are
wondering, Donna's Dreamhouse
is a local organisation that
provides support to children who
suffer
from
life-threatening
illnesses, as well as their families.
723 retains its attractive 1980s style
green & cream livery and
Automedon adverts, as applied in
March 2008, and is currently in
regular use on the timetabled Starr
Gate to Fleetwood service.

Rare outing for Sheffield
513
Two very special trams made
appearances on the Blackpool
tramway on Wednesday 17th
June for private tours. First up was
the Lancastrian Transport Trust's
Coronation car 304, which ran a
Depot-Tower-Starr
Gate-TowerDepot sequence of trips in the
morning. This was the first time that
304 had ventured onto the
seafront since being repainted
earlier this year and some of its
decorative end mouldings had
not been re-fitted.
Even better than that, in the
afternoon Sheffield 'Roberts' car
513 had an extremely rare outing,
and it managed to get as far
north as Thornton Gate. The tram
couldn't run to Fleetwood due to
work on the northern substations
taking place on this day. However,
it was still excellent to see 513
running for the first time since May
2008! The last time 513 was used
anything like extensively was in
2004; at the end of that year the
car was 'mothballed' and has
emerged only occasionally since,
mostly
for
enthusiasts
tours.
Although the weather was awful,
513 looked as smart as ever and its
outing was a very welcome one
indeed.

Latest News...
Manchester 765 appears on Coronation
Street
Manchester 765 appeared on Coronation Street on ITV 1 on
Friday 19th June. The tram featured multiple times in the
episode, which
focussed on a
character called
Molly taking part
in a Fun Run,
which was filmed
at Heaton Park.
The first view was
of it drawing
through the trees
and then to a
stop near the
depot, and then it was seen in several background shocks. It
also featured very briefly at the start of the evening‟s second
episode, which was shown at 8:30pm.
Fans of 765 should be able to see the episode again, by
viewing the ITV Player at www.itv.com, where it will be
available for 30 days from the date of broadcast.
Above: For 765's starring role it was driven by Derek Shepherd, just
like in this picture dating from March 2008! Tony Waddington
Below: The wonderful Sheffield 'Roberts' car 513 at Pleasure Beach,
en route to Starr Gate during Totally Transport. Tony Waddington
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Latest News...
Experimental Brush Railcoach sold
It is believed that Blackpool Transport Services Ltd. have sold
Brush Railcoach 636 to
the
Stored
Energy
Technology
group
(SET). This group have
been using the tram to
test a modified bogie
design
and
other
Brush car 636 seen at the front of
experimental
Rigby Road depot earlier this year.
equipment, but they
Tony Waddington
have now purchased
the vehicle, presumably with a view to using it for further
evaluation purposes.
Car 636 was repainted in Metro Coastlines style dark green
and yellow livery in November 2003, but was withdrawn just
one year later. The car later left Blackpool in November 2006
to be fitted with its new equipment, and it returned in January
2009 for testing on the tramway between Starr Gate and
Pleasure Beach. However, the tests ceased prior to Easter,
and with full closure of the tramway planned for the next few
winters whilst the tramway is brought up to modern light rail
standards, there will be no more opportunities to test 636 at
Blackpool during the off-season. Bearing this in mind, it can
only be assumed that SET intend to run 636 elsewhere, but this
has not been confirmed yet.
Although enthusiasts may be disappointed about 636 being
sold, it should be noted that there are currently no less than
eleven Brush cars owned by BTS, many of which have sat in
the depot gathering dust for over four years. It is sadly
inevitable that not all of them will be preserved, especially as
both Crich Tramway Village and the Lancastrian Transport
Trust already have one each. Why invest money in restoring a
tram that has been modified for experimental use, when
there are other trams such as 621, 625 and 637 that could
probably be returned to service much more easily? Although
we remain hopeful that this is not quite the end of the road
for 636, trams that are used to test new technology usually
end up being scrapped once the experiments are over Blackpool OMO car 11 being an example of this, as it was
broken up after being used to test a new bogie for the
Trampower group.
We hope to bring you further news of 636 once there are any
further developments to report on.
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News in brief
More new Balloon
adverts
Modernised Blackpool Balloon
cars 711, 713 and 718 have all
received new side adverts in June
for Fleetwood Freeport - the first
two cars had previously had a
different style of T-side advert for
the same sponsor, whereas 718
was blank. Unfortunately, the new
posters
feature
a
yellow
background which doesn't stand
out particularly well against the
predominantly
yellow
Metro
Coastlines liveries!
1960s liveried Balloon 712 has also
received new adverts - this time
for West Coast Builders Supplies.
The tram has adverts on both
upper and lower panels, which
are the same as those also
applied to sister car 703. It is
unclear at the time of writing
whether the company have
requested a second advert car, or
if 712 has replaced 703.

Tramways Monthly
Addendum
In last month‟s special Crich
Tramway Village 50th Anniversary
Issue we incorrectly said that Ted,
the quarry diesel locomotive, was
no longer in existence. This is
incorrect – while the locomotive
no longer exists as a full piece,
many of the components are still
in store, and parts have also been
used on the Museum‟s other
locomotive GMJ. We apologise for
any inconvenience this may have
caused.

Tramways Monthly Stats
During June 2009, we had 991
unique visitors to the website, and
6.44 GB of bandwith were used.
The busiest day was the 7th June,
and we had traffic from over 25
different countries. In total, there
were 83519 “hits” across the site.
Our forum had 802 unique visitors,
31924 hits and over 335MB of data
was transferred.

News in brief
Meeting to be held for
NET Phase 3
Depsite the future of phase two
of Nottingham Express Transit
which has been thrown into
doubt,
campaigners
are
calling a meeting for phase
three of the system which
would service Kimberley and
possibly
Eastwood.
People
attending the meeting will be
able to walk the proposed
route of the tramway from
Phoenix Park on Monday 6th
July at 1700, followed by a
meeting at the Nelson and
Railway at 1930.

RAIB release report into
DLR de-railment
The Rail Accident Investigation
Branch have released their
report into the de-railment that
occurred near to Deptford
Bridge station on 4th April 2008.
The incident happened at 0522
when a DLR train struck an
object on the track. No one
was injured as a result of the
incident.

Search
original
workers

launched for
tram
system

Transport in Edinburgh (TIE) have
launched a search to find anyone
who worked on the original tram
system in Edinburgh which closed
in 1956. If you are such a person
then TIE would like you to get in
touch by phone on 0131 622 8385
or
by
email
at
gavin.henderson@tie.ltd. Mandy
Haeburn-Little,
communications
director,
said:
“Edinburgh's
heritage, including its old tram
system, is something that is very
important to this project. As the
first of the new tracks are laid on
Princes Street, we'd love to hear
from the people that used to work
on the old trams which travelled
up and down that iconic street
every day. I believe that their
memories and experiences are
invaluable to the work we're
carrying out at the present time."

Latest News...
Yet more shunting at Crich!
Another major shunting operation took place at Crich
Tramway Village on Wednesday 10th June, when no less than
six non-runners were moved! This was done to return some of
the trams that had been brought out for the recent Crich
50th anniversary celebrations to their usual positions, and so it
could arguably be seen as marking the end of the Crich50
events.
After spending a few weeks stored in the main depot area,
Hill of Howth 10 has now been returned to its normal place in
the Trade Exhibition, allowing LCC 106, which had temporarily
replaced it, to return to the depot. Sheffield 189 is also now
back in the Exhibition Hall following its starring role, and is
nearest the door on the same track as Howth 10, with
Glasgow 1282 sandwiched between the two.
Other cars to be moved on this occasion were Edinburgh 35,
which was blocking in Howth 10, Glasgow 1297, which had
been another tram to take a brief holiday in the Exhibition
Hall, and the aforementioned 1282. This tram had a longer
stay on the depot fan than was intended as the small electric
tug 'Postman Pat' which is used to move withdrawn trams,
suffered a battery failure!
Road 12 in the depot (which normally houses withdrawn
vehicles as it is only accessible via the traverser) now is home
to - in order from the front to the rear wall - LCC 106, Glasgow
1297 & Edinburgh 35. These same three trams were actually
kept on Road 12 back in 1997, only then 1297 was at the
back!

Seen on 20th May, Edinburgh 35 is being returned to storage in the
main depot with a little help from 'Postman Pat'.Tony Waddington
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Special Feature...
THE ADVENTURES OF

MANCHESTER HORSE TRAM L53
By Andrew Waddington
Introduction

A general view of L53 from the rear end, taken on 30th
November 2008. Tony Waddington

In 2008, the Heaton Park Tramway
launched into service what is quite
possibly
the
most
remarkable
preserved tram to be found anywhere
in the world. The tram in question is of
course Manchester L53 – the only
operational Eades patent reversible
horse tramcar in existence today. L53
is unique as it is a single-ended
lightweight car, mounted upon a mini
turntable which allows the body to be
rotated on its truck. As well as saving
the hassle of unhitching the horses at
each end, the design allows for only one staircase to be fitted, meaning that more
passengers may be carried without any addition to the weight of the vehicle. Although
other builders did construct reversible trams, Eades was the most famous supplier, and
their trams could be found operating in many British towns and cities during the late
1800s – indeed, Manchester alone had around 500 of them! Yet despite this, only one
Eades horse tram has ever been restored to running order: Manchester L53. This is its story.
Hard to believe it may seem - but this is L53 as it was
discovered at Glossop! MTMS

A Brief History of L53
L53 is a rare example of an
operational double-deck horse tram.
It has been restored to its original
condition
with
back-to-back
knifeboard seats on the top deck,
although towards the end of its
service life, these were replaced by
fixed seats facing forwards.

After withdrawal, the saloon of the
tram (minus end platforms which were
cut off) was used for some very
strange purposes, including a hairdresser‟s, and latterly as part of a fish and chip shop! In
this form it was discovered near Glossop in the 1970s, and part of the shop actually had
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to be dismantled in order for
enthusiasts to extract it with a view
to eventually restoring it. Although
the car was understandably in need
of a total rebuild, the truck had
survived
in
surprisingly
good
condition. The car ended up with
Geoff Senior, a member of the
Manchester
Transport
Museum
Society
(MTMS),
who
started
restoring it for his A-Level woodwork
project!
A view of restoration in progress, with the bodywork
beginning to look like a tram again. MTMS

At this point it was worth noting that
a second Eades reversible horse car
is preserved, by the Tramway Museum Society, who currently house it at their Clay Cross
store which is not open to the public. The truck of another example from Manchester
can also be seen in the Exhibition Hall at Crich Tramway Village, and a close look at this
clearly reveals how the car body was reversed.
Restoring the Reversible Tramcar
After Geoff Senior‟s early attempts, L53 moved around on a few occasions. First it went
to Horwich where it was planned to restore it; however, the scheme was abandoned,
and the tram moved to Trafford Park, along with Manchester electric tram 173, for
storage. A serious start on rebuilding L53 began in 1996, when a team of enthusiasts led
by Bob Hill commenced working on it at the Mode Wheel workshop in Salford, where
Stockport 5 had just been completed and sent off to Blackpool. There, the decision was
made to dismantle the tram, so that a better assessment could be made of what work
would need to be undertaken, and subsequently some earlier work was re-done to
guarantee a high quality restoration.
A number of other Eades horse car
bodies were discovered, and used
to provide spare parts for the
reconstruction of L53 – one tram
even donated its locking equipment,
which was fitted to ensure that the
body did not swing outwards whilst it
was in motion. By 1998, a space was
available in the tram depot at
Heaton Park thanks to Blackpool
Boat 600 going home, so L53 was
moved again.
A more advanced stage of restoration. By now L53 was at
Heaton Park; here the body is being turned on its
completed truck. MTMS

More help came in the form of British
Horse Tram Enthusiasts member Rob
Jones, who assisted greatly with the project by producing the canopy bends and
working on other fittings for the top deck. Understandably due to the age of the tram,
many parts have had to be replicated and the body structure is almost completely
brand new. However, the truck is largely original, along with some internal fittings. As the
Tramways Monthly July 2009
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team involved in restoring L53 are
not fans of trams being „stuffed and
mounted‟ for static display, a small
number of tasteful modifications
were made to allow it to operate
safely in public service – these
included the fitting of rubbermounted safety glass in the lower
saloon.

The press launch saw L53 dramatically revealed from
beneath a large sheet! MTMS

By late 2007, L53 was sufficiently
complete to allow early test runs to
start, including a successful break
test on 30th September. The last job
to do before it could carry passengers again was of course, to test it with a horse! The
Bradford Industrial Museum provided a horse called Murdoch, plus handlers, and L53 ran
again using real horse power on 12th February 2008. The test run went well, and the car
was now ready to meet its adoring public!
Back in Service – at last!
The official press launch of Manchester L53 took place on 27th March 2008. As an
added bonus, Manchester horse drawn omnibus L2 was brought along for the day; as its
number suggests, this vehicle was based at the same depot as L53 during its heyday,
and is now displayed at the Greater Manchester Museum of Transport. To have two
vehicles that ran from the same depot more than a century ago, reunited at Heaton
Park in 2008, was no doubt an incredibly special moment for everyone involved in
restoring L53, and hopefully this will not be the last time that the pair are seen together.
Then, on Sunday 30th March, came L53‟s first day in public service in over a century.
Special souvenir tickets were sold at a premium price for the inaugural run, and John
Eades, a relative of the great man who patented the design of the reversible tramcar,
was a very special guest on the day. The event was a big success and generated much
useful publicity for the Heaton Park Tramway, being covered by Old Glory magazine
and the popular British Trams Online website.
Another proud moment came
on 26th April 2009, when L53
was pulled by two horses for
the first time in preservation.
This is actually much more
authentic, as this is how it
would have been operated in
Manchester
when
new.
Although the practicalities of
running L53 on a regular basis
are questionable due to the
cost of hiring horses, the MTMS
always intended that it would
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Here we see the superbly restored lower deck interior. Tony
Waddington

be run, and so it operates on a number of special days during the summer season,
alongside the electric trams also based at Heaton Park.
Horse Tram on Tour!

An unusual view of horses Ben & Jake
from L53's top deck at Heaton Park!
Tony Waddington

Being so unusual, L53 has generated a huge amount
of interest across the country, and even
internationally. This led to the North of England Open
Air Museum at Beamish requesting if it could visit
them for a brief period in late May 2009 to co-incide
with their first ever „Power From The Past‟ event. This
was agreed, and L53 duly arrived at Beamish by
low-loader on the evening of Tuesday 26th May.
Familiarisation with a tram crew and four of the
Beamish horses took place the following day, and
was followed by a few passenger trips for the lucky
visitors who happened to be present. A horse car
service was then run on 28th and 29th May, with L53
running along the period street in the re-created
town, giving rides for a small charge. This was
probably the proudest moment yet for the MTMS,
who gained immense satisfaction from seeing their
tram running in such an authentic period setting. The sight of L53 mingling with other
horse-drawn vehicles and early electric trams was something very special indeed, and
unsurprisingly its visit was declared a huge success by all parties involved. Beamish
Museum even produced special tickets to hand out to people who rode on the tram,
and their staff made a huge fuss of L53 and the MTMS volunteers who travelled with it.
L53 was back at Manchester just one week after departing, and has since been in
action again on 14th June, to commemorate the 60th anniversary of the closure of
Manchester‟s original tram system. It is also intended that it will spend some time on
display at the Museum of Science & Industry, also in Manchester, during the summer,
before returning to Heaton Park yet again to partake in even more special events.
So, there we have it. With very limited resources (in terms of workshop premises, people
and
funds),
the
Manchester
Transport Museum Society have, with
some invaluable assistance from the
British Horse Tram Enthusiasts group,
resurrected a type of tram that had
not been seen in service in Britain for
over one hundred years, run it in
passenger service, and even run it
along a period style street. Not bad
at all for such a small organisation!
It‟s probably fair to say that no
preserved tram has done so much
good for its owners as L53; since it
entered service, Heaton Park has
The arrival of the horse tram in the Town at Beamish on
26th May 2009. Paul Jarman
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gone from strength to strength, and both the tram and its owners have gained a
massive amount of publicity that they could never have dreamed of just a few short
years ago. However, despite the initial excitement surrounding it, something tells me that
L53‟s fascinating story is far from over, and that this amazing little tram has a lot more
adventures ahead of it in the years to come.
For more information on L53 and the Eades tramcars generally, there a few interesting
publications available, that provide far more detailed information than is contained in
this article. A booklet entitled ‘Return to Glory – The Story of ‘Eades Reversible’ L53’ was
produced to co-incide with the tram’s launch, and is available from the Heaton Park
Tramway gift shop on all days that the tramway is operating. A special issue of ‘Tramfare’
magazine focussing on the restoration of L53 is also available. Both of these come highly
recommended by the author.

A taste of things to come? Here we have L53 alongside fellow Manchester tram 173 - but all is not as it
may seem! '173' is actually Newcastle 114 which has been digitally 'repainted'. Please note that 114 has
never actually been painted in Manchester livery! Base Photo: Tony Waddington Repaint: Jack Gordon
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News in Pictures…
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Picture Captions – Clockwise from top left









Parry People Mover 139 002 seen at Stourbridge
Junction on the 28th January. Richard Rothwell
Sheffield 513 seen near Foxhall on the 28th June
2009, during the Totally Transport event. Jack Gordon
A recent view of Gateshead 10 basking in the sun
outside the tram depot at Beamish. Paul Jarman
As reported last month, Blackpool 724 has a new
advert for the Lyndene Hotel, and is seen here
approaching - appropriately enough - the
Lyndene Hotel. Jack Gordon
After a hard day's work on Fleetwood service,
Balloon 712 returns to depot on 28th June. Note
the new side adverts on the car. Tony Waddington
Blackpool Balloon car 723 proudly shows off its
newly applied name, Donna's Dreamhouse,
on 28th June. Jack Gordon
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Special Feature...
DLR IMPROVEMENT PROGRESS UPDATE
By Isao Ayugase
The ongoing improvements on the DLR
has made good progress in April with the
approval of funding for improvements on
the Beckton line and the development of
Stratford International Station.
An £18.2 million budget was confirmed
early in April for the 3 car upgrades on
the DLR‟s Beckton line. It was previously
feared that upgrades may not take
place on this line due to a lack of funding.
The ongoing DLR upgrade is part of TfL‟s
investment programme in establishing a
transport system which can meet the
demands which London 2012 will bring.
Works are being carried out, under
contract, by Vinvi Construction UK Ltd
(Platforms) and Bombardier (Carriages). The upgrade includes the extension of all platforms to
accommodate 3 car trains as well as the addition of the third carriage itself. The first 3 car trains
are expected to run between Bank and Lewisham in early 2010.
Good progress is also being made at Straford International Station, where the platforms and
tracklaying have now been completed. Access roads and building services are currently beign
constructed.
References



http://www.wharf.co.uk/2009/04/dlr-gets-funding-boost-for-bec.html
Modern Railways Magazine,
May 09

Above: Brand new Unit 109 calls
at Heron Quays DLR station with a
southbound. Sunil Prasannan
Right: Beckton DLR station looking
east (actually due to loop line,
towards London!) Sunil Prasannan
NB: Both of these images are available
under either the GFDL or the Creative
Commons Attribution ShareAlike 3.0
licenses, and can be re-used freely if
published under the same license.
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Tramcar News
London United Tramways 159's appearance has been enhanced considerably by the fitting of a
new staircase at one end. This is one of the distinctive 'Robinson' staircases, which will be unique at
Crich, and effectively features two small staircases with a platform between the two, half way up.
One of the bogies being rebuilt for 159 is also now taking shape. A 'parts status' document has
been produced for the various bogie fittings, which will identify availability of required materials,
the anticipated time taken to complete them, and their approval by the tram's sponsors.
Blackpool Railcoach 679's appearance has changed dramatically since its transfer to the
Lancastrian Transport Trust depot in April. The interior has been largely stripped out, with the
removal of its fixed bus seats, the flooring, and much of the glazing. Work has already commenced
on stripping the cab ends, which will be removed soon for replacement with new metal pointed
end framework. Many of the external panels have also been removed for replacement.
Blackpool Standard 143 is the other current LTT project, and it too has made good progress in the
last few months, with the lower saloon structure now almost complete. Meanwhile, refurbishment of
the car's bogies is being undertaken by Blackpool Transport as their contribution to the tram.
Leeds 180's major truck overhaul has made swift progress at Crich Tramway Village; if the current
rate of work continues then 180 could well be back in service before the year is out. New brushes
and pins are being produced for the brake and suspension gear.
Leeds 345 has been one of the most regular performers in the Crich fleet since its launch on 1st
April 2006. In order to maintain its smart appearance, the tram has spent some time in the
workshop during June to have its paintwork touched-up as required.
Blackpool Balloon 703 has recently returned to traffic for the 2009 season, retaining its adverts from
last year, but with the addition of new logos on each end. However, the car's return has not been
entirely trouble free, as it was found to be leaking badly at both ends on the upper deck, and also
in the driver's cabs. Despite this the popular tram has continued to run regularly on Starr Gate to
Fleetwood service!
Blackpool Coronation 660 may not be used this year following the discovery of an air leak on one
of its power doors. Apparently there are no plans to repair this minor fault, due to the fact that 660
is not part of the main operating fleet at Blackpool. The car's only outing in 2009 so far occured on
7th April for conductor training purposes; its last appearance in passenger service was during the
latter part of the 2008 illuminations.

London United 159 seen in the workshop
at Crich on June 11th. The tram‟s
Robinson staircase has now been dry
assembled, giving a view into what the
tram will look like when it is completed.
Richard Lomas
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Special Feature...
BLACKPOOL:

THE STEVE BURD YEARS
By Andrew Waddington
Blackpool Transport has a new Managing Director: Trevor Roberts. But, what about his predescesor?
Steve Burd has now left Blackpool
behind him for a managerial position
with Stagecoach, but it's fair to say
that he has made his mark on the
tramway. We now take a look at
some of the highs and lows of Mr
Burd's reign.
To many tram enthusiasts, Steve Burd
will unfortunately be remembered for
the 'mothballing' of a large chunk of
Blackpool's tram fleet. In November
2004, more than twenty trams were
placed in store, and the majority of
Turquoise & yellow Twin set 673+683 passes Waterloo Road in
these have not run since. There was
September 2004. Tony Waddington
massive outcry in response to this
decision - however, the harsh reality was that, due to declining numbers of holidaymakers visiting
Blackpool in recent years, a fleet of around seventy tramcars was far more than would ever be
needed again. The main upset was at the choice of trams to withdraw, particularly all five open
Boats - thankfully though, the list proved to be flexible, and all of the Boats except 607 were reinstated to traffic in 2005 thanks to a very warm summer. In addition to these, a few other
mothballed cars have emerged for various reasons over the years, most famously Replica
Vanguard 619 for last year's illuminations.
Another sad dvelopment during the Burd era has been a decline in the number of extra trams
operated at peak times, such as Tuesday mornings when a mass exodus of people visit Fleetwood
Market. Conversely, the number of
710 was the first Balloon in a Metro livery. It is seen here at
buses has skyrocketed, with the Line
Pleasure Beach in 2007 with sister car 712. Andrew Waddington
1 promenade bus route extending to
Fleetwood in 2008. This wasn't really
Mr Burd's fault though, but was rather
forced upon his company due to the
government's decision to grant
senior citizens free travel on buses,
but not trams. Had Blackpool
Transport not introduced a regular
bus service to Fleetwood, a rival bus
operator surely would have; at least
by competing with themselves, BTS
ensured that the revenue from
people travelling to Fleetwood still
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ended up in the same pot as it did before.
On to rather more positive things, and
it has to be said that Steve Burd has
done a lot to acknowledge the
tramway's historic value. Almost
immediately
after
taking
the
Blackpool job, he kindly donated
three trams to the Lancastrian
Transport Trust, and since then they
have been joined by Railcoach 679.
He also donated Railgrinder 752 to the
Manchester Transport Museum Society,
as they were the only group who were
willing to retain it as a works car,
Illuminated Frigate 736 returned to service in 2004 following a
whereas other organisations had
major rebuild; here we see it at North Pier. Andrew Waddington
expressed interest in using it as a
source of spare parts. When Steve
Burd took to the hot seat he inherited a dilapidated fleet of illuminated trams that had been
neglected for many years and looked set for the scrap heap; however, policies with regard to
these wonderful tramcars changed spectacularly, and 'HMS Blackpool' 736 was completely rebuilt
in 2003-4, whilst the famous Western Train 733+734 has also now been restored thanks to a Heritage
Lottery grant. The Rocket 732 remains stored intact at Rigby Road, whilst Hovertram 735 has been
preserved in Scotland. We also have a superbly restored Balloon car in near-original 1935 condition
in the shape of car 717, whilst several other trams were repainted in historic liveries to
commemorate the 70th anniversary of the streamlined trams in 2004. Unfortunately Mr Burd's
attempts to borrow trams from the Tramway Museum Society fell through, but hopes are high that
the groundwork he has put in will see many historic trams visit Blackpool, from Crich and elsewhere,
for the tramway's 125th anniversary next year.
As well as 717, the other most recent Balloon rebuilds, 713 and 720, have also been allowed to
retain their traditional curved shape. Whilst these trams may not have met with a great deal of
praise they were a big improvement on the flat-fronted rebuilds of cars like 707. Also, let us not
forget that, since Steve Burd has been in charge only one tram has been scrapped - Towing car
677 - and this went to good use as it donated many parts to the illuminated Train. On a visual side,
the company has moved forward thanks to the succesful 'Metro Coastlines' re-branding scheme,
which has seen a number of trams repainted in colourful bus liveries, further enhancing the novelty
value of the system.
However, the most important move by Blackpool Transport during Steve Burd's reign, has been the
huge investment in the tram track. This
had been run down for many years,
and by October 2002 the line to
Fleetwood was in such a poor state
that double-deckers were banned
from running north of Thornton Gate.
Although BTS pay a track rental fee to
the local Council, they also invested a
significant extra sum of their own
money in replacing the track, to
ensure that a full double-deck service
was able to resume in 2004. In the
meantime,
BTS
invested
in
a
Railgrinder 752 is one of several surplus trams to have been
programme of overhauls for the
given away in recent years. This photo was taken at Heaton
Park last November. Tony Waddington
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underused Twin sets, five of which
were also repainted in striking Metro
Coastlines liveries, and these were
then used extensively on the core
Fleetwood service for the first time
ever to compensate from the lack of
Balloons running to Fleetwood in
summer 2003. Had it not been for all of
this, then we would certainly not have
a tram service to Fleetwood today. By
2006 much of the promenade
reserved track was in a similar
woebegone state, and this has also
been replaced to a very high
standard.

Thanks to Steve Burd, 713 was spared the flat front treatment
and was instead rebuilt like this. The tram now carries a livery
similar to 710's. Tony Waddington

So, in conclusion, Steve Burd's time as the Managing Director at Blackpool has been difficult. He
has had a few ups and downs, like most past managers have, but he has done a great deal of
good for the tramway, and early indications suggest that many people are going to miss him. Let's
hope that his successor will continue his good work, and carry on investing in the tramway that we
care so much about, and perhaps some of the remaining problems facing the system will also be
addressed in the years ahead.

The magnificent Balloon 717 on Pleasure Beach loop during its first year back in service. Andrew Waddington
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Tram Driver for a day!
Become a Seaton Tram Driver for the day with one of our driving
experience courses. The courses are very "hands-on", giving you
the chance to enjoy maximum time at the controls and drive in
the same conditions as our own staff drivers. The course also
includes a guided tour of the Tramway's HQ at Riverside Depot,
giving the chance to see behind the scenes of our unique
operation. At the conclusion of your course, you receive a
commemorative certificate and souvenir to remind you of a
great day out. Seaton Tramway is offering Tramways Monthly
readers a 10% discount on either a Half or Full Day Course.
There are two courses available:
1) Half Day Course
Start time 0930 or 1400. The course lasts for two or three hours,
depending on whether there are one or two participants. Each
person gets one round trip (six miles) of driving.
The cost is £95, inclusive of VAT, and you may bring up to three
guest passengers, who ride at a special rate of £10.00 each.
These prices include the ride on the tram, Depot Visit and
refreshments at the Tram Stop Restaurant. You and your guests
will also enjoy free travel on the trams for the rest of the day,
either before or after your lesson.
2) Whole Day Course
Start time 0930, finishing at 1645. The course consists of three full
round trips, plus two short workings to intermediate points along
the line, a grand total of 24 miles. The course can be shared
between two or more people if desired; extra participants are
charged at guest rate (see below).
The cost is £235, inclusive of VAT, and you may bring up to six
guest passengers, who ride at a special rate of £20.00 each.
These prices include the rides on the tram, Depot Visit, plus
morning tea/coffee, Lunch and an afternoon Cream Tea at the
Tram Stop Restaurant. Your guests may ride on the service trams
during the day if they so wish.
TO CLAIM YOUR 10% DISCOUNT ON A HALF DAY COURSE OR WHOLE DAY
COURSE PLEASE QUOTE TRAMWAYS MONTHLY.

Special Feature...
TOTALLY TRANSPORT 2009
By Andrew Waddington
On Sunday 28th June, Blackpool's New South
Promenade was invaded by vintage vehicles
for the fifth annual Totally Transport event. This
sees this part of the promenade road closed for
the duration of the event, with historic and
modern vehicles lining the roadside for visitors to
admire. As well as this, the 2009 event featured
the usual mix of trade stalls, live music and
vintage bus rides - as well as no less than seven
special trams in action, three of which had
never participated in this event before!
Although the main event wasn't due to start
until 11:00am, the excitement started soon after
9:00am, when Sheffield 513 was the first vintage
tram to leave the depot. As 513 hadn't been
used in public service for over four years, it's
appearance was an undisputed highlight of the
day, made possible thanks to it being prepared
Having unloaded its passengers at Starr Gate, we for a private hire earlier in the month. Hot on the
heels of the Sheffield car were Bolton 66,
see Sheffield 513 waiting to load up for another
trip along the promenade in what was it's service Standard 147, Coronation 304, Boat 600 and
use since May 2004. Tony Waddington
Vanguard 619 - the latter was also making its
Totally Transport debut. These six trams
operated mainly between Starr Gate and Tower or North Pier, although they all managed
a crew break at Pleasure Beach during the afternoon.
Another big highlight was
the
appearance
of
illuminated Western Train
733+734, which operated
two special tours, running
from Harrowside up to
Little Bispham, then to
Starr Gate and back to
Harrowside. The tours
were
scheduled
to
depart at 12:15 and
1:45pm, but were slightly
delayed.
An
added
bonus was that the Train
ran in normal service
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Coronation 304 and Boat 600 soak up the sun on the centre track at
North Pier before the heavens opened. Tony Waddington
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from Harrowside to
Tower
after
completing it's tours,
before reversing and
running back to the
depot empty. This was
the first chance that
many people had
had to sample a ride
on the Train following
it's restoration, and it
was greatly admired
by everyone present.
In addition to the
historic
trams,
a
Vanguard 619 prepares to reverse at North Pier for another run to Starr Gate,
normal service was
whilst 'Wynsors' liveried 761 passes on the northbound line. Jack Gordon
operated,
although
this was subjected to various disruptions during the course of the day. The Cleveleys service
cars were turned short at Pleasure Beach rather than running to Starr Gate for much of the
day, probably to allow the specials to run to Starr Gate whilst avoiding traffic congestion at
the southern terminal point! This service was in the hands of a selection of Centenaries plus
Brush car 631. Meanwhile, doubledeckers ran on Fleetwood service
during the daytime, as is normal
practice at this time of year. However,
several change-overs took place due
to a number of trams being removed
from service with various defects. 718
failed at North Pier before lunchtime
and was swapped over for Jubilee 761,
whilst Centenary car 641 also ran in
early with a fault. It is believed that cars
304 and 709 also became faulty whilst
in service - have you noticed it's nearly
always the most modern trams that
break down!? Compare this with the
108 year old Bolton car, which was in
service for the first time this year, and
managed a full day on promenade
specials without a hitch!
After a beautiful start to the day, the
weather unfortunately declined midafternoon and heavy rain followed,
causing Boat 600 to (eventually) scuttle
back towards the depot. However, the
other special trams all stayed out With the delightful backdrop of Blackpool Tower, here we
beyond the advertised event closure see Vanguard 619 and Bolton 66 at North Pier waiting for
instructions at the end of the afternoon. Tony Waddington
time of 4:00pm, and all of whom
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proved yet again that
there is still huge interest
in Blackpool's tramway
heritage, as they were
seen carrying near full
loads for most of the day,
particularly 513 which
really stole the show.
All too soon, the event
was winding down and
the various special trams
were being put away.
Amazingly, Sheffield 513
was not content at
Bolton 66 passes Coronation car 304 at the Pleasure Beach. Note that not
merely being the first
all of 304's decorative mouldings have been refitted yet at this end
special of the day, and it
following its recent repaint. Tony Waddington
was also the last to be
put away, managing a run to Bispham in the early evening. The day had been a huge
success, and although the sudden change of weather during the afternoon spoilt things a
bit, this was nothing compared to the storm of last year's event. The trams were kept busy
as Totally Transport co-incided with the end of Veteran's Week in Blackpool - Blackpool
Transport could clearly use a few more days like this!

Standard car 147, 'Michael Airey', is seen being carefully driven back into the tram depot shortly after
6:00pm following its use on specials during the Totally Transport event. Tony Waddington
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Beamish Pictorial...
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The first ever visiting tram at Beamish, Manchester L53, arriving in the Town by lowloader on Tuesday 26th May 2009. Paul Jarman
Gateshead 10 kicked off the tram service at Beamish over three decades ago, and is
still a regular performer today. Here it is depicted in service in the Town. Paul Jarman

Two of the mainstays of the Beamish tram fleet passing at Pockerley in 2008. On the left
is Beamish 196, a former Oporto four-wheeler, alongside Blackpool 'Marton Box' car 31.
Tony Waddington

Sunderland 16 basks in the sunshine outside the Foulbridge depot. This car is currently
undergoing workshop attention and should be back in service later this year; this picture
was taken in summer 2008. Tony Waddington

1901 built Newcastle tramcar 114 at the Pockerley tram stop in May 2009.Tony
Waddington

L53 in service at Beamish on 28th May. This picture is from late afternoon, shortly
before the horse car service ended for the day, and shows the tram passing the Sun
Inn. Tony Waddington

Blackpool Events Pictorial –
FTS Tour and Totally Transport 2009

The Fylde Tramway Society's annual depot visit took place on 2nd May, and provided
the opportunity for views like this of the tram depot. Visible trams include 619, Box 40
and withdrawn Twin set 676+686. Jason Cross

Whilst visiting the various workshops, FTS members were able to inspect the bogies of
Standard car 143 which are being overhauled in the Fitting Shop. Darren Bloxham

The depot tour was followed by a ride to Fleetwood on either car 706 or 'HMS
Blackpool' 736; here we see the latter returning to Blackpool. Jason Cross

In ideal weather conditions, 'Princess Alice' 706 is seen rounding the curve from the
Lighhouse near Fleetwood Ferry. Jason Cross

Here we see the delicate art of turning 733's trolley! The Western Train had just arrived
at North Pier and was preparing to reverse for depot; in this view, the car is seen
sandwiched between Jubilee car 761 on Fleetwood service, and Bolton 66 which is
heading for... er, Bolton!? Tony Waddington

The illuminated Train is now seen using the crossover at Tower, before heading home
for Rigby Road with its trailer leading. Tony Waddington

Vanguard 619 and Bolton 66 meet at Pleasure Beach whilst operating the vintage
service at Totally Transport. Jack Gordon

On the same day, Standard car 147 sits at the unloading stop at Starr Gate before
loading for another trip along the promenade. Jack Gordon

Focus...

5th July - Crich Enthusiast's
Tram Event

Events...

Promoted as 'a dream date for
tram enthusiasts', this event should
feature an intensive tram service,
works cars in operation, tramcar
line-ups and more besides. A
special photographic opportunity
is also scheduled to take place at
10:00am, before the tram service
commences.

Date
5th July

12th July - Transport in Art

18th/19th July

A unique art exhibition taking
place at Heaton Park, with the
opportunity to buy a piece of
transport art for yourself! The usual
tram service will also operate,
and Eades horse car L53 will be in
service too.

19th July - Fleetwood
Transport Festival
The
25th
annual
event,
alternatively known as 'Tram
Sunday'. Tram events for this day
have not yet been confirmed, but
it is expected that a number of
heritage trams will run between
Fisherman's Walk and North Pier,
with a static tram display in
Fleetwood itself.

Got an Event not listed?
You can easily add it to future
event calendars by adding it to
our online events diary at
http://www.tramwaysmonthly.com - all you need is an
account. Alternatively, email us
at
events@tramwaysmonthly.com and we will add it
for you!

11th/12th July
11th July
12th July

19th July
19th July
21st July
26th July

Event
Enthusiasts‟ Tram
Event
Edwardian
Weekend
Barbecue and
Jazz Evening
Transport in Art
Exhibition
Festival of Model
Tramways
Fleetwood
Transport Festival
Leeds 2009
Late Evening
Special
Mini Meet

26th July

Standard Motor
Club Gathering

30th July-5th
August
2nd August

Isle of Man
Transport Festival
Emergency
Vehicles Day
1940’s Weekend

8th/9th August
8th-16th August

MOSI Transport
Week

12th August

5th September
6th September

Tapas Evening
and Tram Ride
Transport
Extravaganza
Seaton Carnival
Beetle Drive

6th September

Trans Lanc Rally

30th/31st August

Location
Crich Tramway
Village
Crich Tramway
Village
Seaton Tramway
Heaton Park
Tramway
Kew Bridge Steam
Museum
Fleetwood
Elland Road
Stadium
Seaton Tramway
Crich Tramway
Village
Manchester
Museum of
Transport
Isle of Man
Crich Tramway
Village
Crich Tramway
Village
Manchester
Museum of
Science and
Industry/Heaton
Park Tramway
Seaton Tramway
Crich Tramway
Village
Seaton Tramway
Crich Tramway
Village
Heaton Park
Tramway

We aim to be accurate with all details carried, however errors
may occur. We advise that you check before travelling to a
particular event. Bolded Events will incur an extra cost.

Back Page: Totally Transport provided an extremely rare opportunity to photograph Roberts cars
Coronation 304 and Sheffield 513 together, for what is believed to have been only the second time
ever! Both trams were captured side by side at North Pier. Tony Waddington

