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Welcome…
Helllo and welcome to the Eigth Issue of Tramways Monthly, the
online tramway and light rail magazine. Despite a slow start, this
month has been pretty busy, with probably the most news to
report since the magazine started! Probably the biggest news of
the month regards the Steam Tram Engine John Bull, which as
I‟m sure many of you know recently visted the Museum of
Science and Industry in Manchester, and is the subject of this
month‟s cover – quite a contrast to last month‟s cover of the
brand new Metrolink trams, which in turn was a big contrast to
the cover of Issue 6, Manchester L53!
There‟s lots to report with regards to Tramways Monthly this
month. Most can be read about elsewhere, but i‟ll outline some
of it here briefly. First of all, we have re-designed our Forum
(found at http://forum.tramways-monthly.com) to fit in with our
new magazine colours – the main website will follow soon. Any
comments are appreciated, and any new members are always
welcome – we have a growing, friendly community! We are also
holding our first ever tram tour this month, which we are
organising in partnership with our friends over at British Trams
Online. The tour will be taking place in Blackpool on the evening
of the 6th September using Blackpool Box car 40. More
information as well as details on how to book can be found on
page 4. Finally on Tramways Monthly news, we are currently
running a user feedback survey, to find out what you think of the
magazine so far and what else you would like to see (or not see)
in future Issues. Remember, this is your magazine so if you want to
have a say in what appears in the future then please do take
time to complete the survey! All responses are completely
anonymous, and if you wish to particpate then please just click
here.
Finally from me i‟d like to say a big “thank you” to Andy Bailey
from Crich for supplying me with a CD of photos of the Steam
Tram at various locations just days before the publication of this
Issue – thanks Andy!
I hope you all enjoy this Issue of Tramways Monthly, and as ever
all comments will be appreciated by email at info@tramwaysmonthly.com or on our Forum.

Jack Gordon, 31/08/09
Tramways Monthly Editor
jack.gordon@tramways-monthly.com

Front Cover: Beyer Peacock No. 2, also known as John Bull, is seen outside the
old Beyer Peacock works at Gorton on 17th August. The tram stopped off here
following it‟s departure from MOSI with the K1 Garrat, which was exactly 100
years old. John Bull returned to Crich later in the day. Full details can be
found in an article starting on page 14. Andy Bailey

Latest News...
Pleasure Beach to become Blackpool
terminus – this year!
Some shock news is that the Blackpool tramway is set to close
south of Pleasure Beach during the early part of the 2009
illuminations, and may not be re-opened until the tramway
upgrade is completed in 2012!
Although it was already common knowledge that the Starr Gate to
Pleasure Beach section of tramway was due to close for an
extended period to allow for the upgrading of the tram line, and
the construction of a new £20 million tram depot, to take place
uninterrupted, it was generally assumed that everything would stay
as it is until after this year's illuminations. However, it would appear
that the local Council are keen to start work on the new depot
sooner, and as such it has been stated that this section will have to
be closed once the school summer holidays end. As it currently
stands, it will therefore not be possible to ride on a tram through the
whole of the illuminations for the next three years, as the displays
over the promenade road go as far south as Starr Gate, where a
striking new welcome arch was only put up last year. Ironically, this
is the time of year when most passengers want to go to Starr Gate!
Following various speculation, it has now been confirmed by
Blackpool Transport that Sunday 6th September will be the last day
of operation to Starr Gate until the upgraded tramway re-opens in
2012, meaning that the first three days of the illuminations will be
unaffected by the closure. The Fleetwood section will not close
until the end of the season, as we have reported previously.
This closure plan is not likely to go down well with hoteliers along
New South Promenade who will find themselves suddenly cut off
from the rest of the tramway. It will also mean that illumination
tours will have to turn short at Pleasure Beach, which could cause
congestion problems on the loops at busy periods, especially when
trams are parked up for crew breaks.
Tramways Monthly and British Trams Online are organising a “So
Long” tour to Starr Gate on the 6th September using Blackpool and
Fleetwood Box Car 40. The tour will leave Rigby Road Depot at
19:00, and further details can be found on page 4.
History in the making? Just an everyday scene of Centenary car 644
at Starr Gate from earlier this year, but this sight will soon become a
mere memory. Tony Waddington
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News in brief
Crich trams go back to
the 1940s
On Saturday 8th & Sunday 9th
August, Crich Tramway Village
staged one of their extremely
popular 1940s themed weekends.
As usual, there were many
wartime vehicles and re-enactors
in period costume around the site
on both days, which were blessed
with beautiful sunny weather. Not
wanting to be left out, three trams
also got in on the act - Leeds 399,
Glasgow
812
and
London
Transport
1622
all
received
wartime livery modifications such
as blackout window netting and
headlamp masks. 1622 looked
particularly stunning as its fenders
were painted white just for the
occasion!
As always, the event was highly
succesful and saw many extra
visitors pour into the Village.
Surprisingly though, no open top
trams ran on either day despite
the good weather, although
Blackpool & Fleetwood 'Rack' 2
was used on the Sunday.

Brush car 636 leaves
Blackpool
On 28th July, Brush Railcoach 636
left Blackpool on a low loader. The
tram was moved to the Derby
premises
of
Stored
Energy
Technology, the company who
have
been
using
636
for
experimental purposes and who
recently bought the tramcar for
further testing.
At the time of writing, no-one
seems to know what the future
holds for 636. The chances of the
tram returning to Blackpool seem
rather slim, and with many other
similar cars available, it is unlikely
to be preserved once the
experiments are over.

News in brief
Radio Two announce
live broadcast from a
tram!
BBC Radio 2 have announced
that they will be broadcasting live
from on board a Blackpool tram
on the first Saturday of the
illuminations
season,
5th
September.
Camp
comedian
Alan Carr will be presenting his
radio show from on board a tram,
thought to be the illuminated
Frigate 736, 'HMS Blackpool',
between 6:00pm and 8:00pm on
the day, and apparently Carr will
be dressing as a sailor for the
occasion!!!
The live show is just part of an
exciting programme of special
events the BBC have planned for
the first weekend of the 2009
illuminations. Alan Carr will also be
switching-on the lights on Friday
4th September after a starstudded
concert
which
will
be headlined by the hugely
popular band Madness. On
Saturday night, a second free
concert will take place at the
Winter Gardens, featuring singers
Will Young and Mika. Finally, the
evening of Sunday 6th September
will see the start of the annual
firework
championships
in
Blackpool. Although none of these
events feature trams directly, it is
very much hoped that Blackpool
Transport can cash in on the
events by running plenty of extra
trams, including some of the more
interesting members of the fleet.

More trams for Sheffield?
Some good news to report on the
light rail front this month, is that the
Department of Transport have
stated that they are supporting
plans for the South Yorkshire
Supertram system to buy four
brand new trams. Since operation
of the tramway was handed over
to Stagecoach over a decade
ago, passenger numbers have
soared, and four more trams are
now wanted to boost capacity, as
well as helping to take some of
the strain off the existing fleet.

Latest News...
So Long, Starr Gate
The Blackpool Tramway between Pleasure Beach and Starr
Gate is closing for major upgrade work after Sunday 6
September, and is not due to re-open until 2012. To mark the
occasion,
Tramways
Monthly
and
British
Trams
Online
have
organised a special
tram
tour
using
Fleetwood Box 40 on
the final evening. This
will be your last chance
Fleetwood Boxcar 40 is seen near to
to ride on car 40 to Starr
Pleasure Beach. Jason Cross
Gate before the closure,
and possibly the last chance ever! Better still, any profits
raised will be donated to the Lancastrian Transport Trust's
Blackpool Tramcar Preservation Fund.
It is planned that Boxcar 40 will run from Depot to Starr Gate
(via Foxhall crossover) in daylight, before running to Thornton
Gate. The car will run then return through the illuminations
and run to Starr Gate twice, turning at Foxhall crossover,
before heading to Little Bispham and Depot. There will also
hopefully be a number of photo stops. Tour participants can
only board at the Depot, but may alight at any point on the
return to Depot from Little Bispham.
Fares will be just £10, to be collected on the day from outside
the Rigby Road depot from 6:30pm onwards, with departure
booked for 7:00pm. There are just 40 tickets available for the
tour, and to guarantee a place you must email
tours@tramways-monthly.com. Please use this email address
for any queries regarding this event, as well as to reserve a
seat. Also please note that tickets MUST be collected by
6:45pm on 6th September.
We would like to apologise for the short notice of this tour
with there being less than a week until the actual date! The
main cause of this was the fact that the closure date was
only announced just over a week ago, and we would also
like to take this opportunity to thank BTS for their speedy cooperation to make this tour a reality
We hope to see many of you on the tour, and hope to make
it a success and raise lots of money for the LTT. Please note
however that both the tour route and the tram to be used
are subject to change by BTS, and neither Tramways Monthly
or British Trams Online will be held responsible for any last
minute un-announced changes of plan.
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Latest News...
All change for Blackpool‟s Boats!
Blackpool Boat car 600 has been taken out of service for a
Just a few weeks prior to withdrawal from
major overhaul, with
service, Boat 600 was one of the stars at
it‟s last day in service
'Tram Sunday' and is seen here at
before
the
work
Fisherman's Walk. Paul Derrick
begain on Sunday 9th
August.
600 is to remain in
Blackpool as part of
the heritage tram
fleet, and to ensure
that it stays in good
condition for many
years to come, Blackpool Transport have decided to put the
tram through the works for a full overhaul. This looks set to
include re-panelling work, attention to the underframe and a
complete re-wire. It is believed that the tram will remain
largely unaltered, and will not be recieving any significant
modifications such as the front end skirt panels as fitted to car
717.
No timescale has been confirmed as yet, but it seems unlikely
that 600 will be completed for the November “Farewell to
Fleetwood” celebrations, which was supposed to feature 600
alongside 706 on a tour on Sunday 8th November. Hopefully
the tram will be back in acton for the 2010 celebrations
however.
It is also pleasing to confirm that Boats 602 and 604 have both
been re-instated to the
running
fleet
to
compensate for the
temporary loss of 600.
602 had previously
sneaked out on Easter
Monday, whilst 604
only ran once in 2008
Car 604 in 1990s livery seen at North Pier
and hadn‟t been used
a few years ago. Tony Waddington
since until its surprise
comeback. Both trams and wartime liveried 605 should keep
the Boat car flag flying throughout the Illuminations this year.
All of this leaves 607 as the only mothballed Boat; however,
recent reports have suggested that it could be heading for
Bemish next year in exchange for Marton Box car 31, and that
it may well stay in Blackpool after that. Originally 600 was
pencilled in to travel up North, but it now appears that 607 will
be the chosen one instead.
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News in brief
Second new Metrolink
tram arrives
The second of the new batch of
Manchester Metrolink trams was
delivered to the Queens Road
tram depot on Saturday 8th
August, where it has joined sister
car 3001. The number of the new
arrival is not yet known for certain,
as the area where the fleet
number should be is covered up
by a raised coupler guard.
Meanwhile, works continues on
preparing 3001 for more extensive
testing
with
a
view
to
commisioning it for passenger
duties later this year.

719 is the new Donna‟s
Dream House tram
In what is quite possibly the most
confusing news story of the month,
Blackpool Balloon car 719 has
been
named
Donna's
Dreamhouse in place of sister car
723, which had only received the
name in June this year! Although a
few trams have been named in
the last few years, this is the first
time that a name has ever been
transferred from one tram to
another.
719 is currently operating in a light
blue colour scheme following the
removal of its vinyl advert for the
Pleasure Beach Infusion ride, and
now
also
has
Donna's
Dreamhouse advert slogans on its
previously blank white betweendeck panels. Despite losing its new
name, 1980s liveried 723 also
remains in frequent use.

Tramways Monthly Stats
During August 2009, we had 1045
unique visitors to the website, and
3.63 GB of bandwith were used.
The busiest day was the 9th August.
Issue 7 had a total of 160
downloads during this reporting
period. In total, there were 107326
“hits” across the site. Our forum
had 885 unique visitors, 49962 hits
and over 528MB of data was
transferred.

News in brief
NET Strike Action – On or
Off?
Following the recent news that
strike action on the Nottingam
Express Transit system had been
called off earlier this month, the
saga has taken a few more twists
and turns in the subsequent
weeks.
After the first ever NET strike on
Monday 27th July, further strike
action was due to take place on
Monday 3rd August. This was
thankfully
cancelled
at
the
eleventh hour, and for a while it
looked as if some sort of normality
would resume.
It was then announced that the
GMB Union - who represent the
interests of NET platform staff - had
turned down an offer of a 1% pay
increase, plus staff efficiency
savings, and had opted to take
strike action on Saturday 29th
August.
Yet another twist in the tale
followed however, when the strike
action was "postponed" whilst
negotiations took place between
the Union and the transport
operator. Revised duty rosters will
then be proposed, possibly along
with a revised offer (although this
could well be less than the original
1%!). Hopefully this will mean that
no strike action will take place on
the tramway after all.

Latest News...
Blackpool Transport offer first tram driving
courses
It has been announced on the Tramgen Yahoo! discussion
group that Blackpool Transport are launching a new tram
driving experience. Initially lined-up to start next year as part
of the tramway‟s 12th anniversary celebrations, the company
have now recieved the go-ahead to start the new venture
early, giving enthusiasts a chance to drive a tram all the way
to Fleetwood, before the street section closes at the end of
the year.
As well as getting to drive a tram (and let‟s face it, that will
be enough for many people!), participants will recieve inhouse training before being let loose on the promenade, as
well as a guided tour of the tram depot and workshops at
Rigby Road. At the end of the day, certificates will be issued
to commemorate the occasion, as well as a CD containing
photographs of the individual‟s day.
In preparation for the start of the courses, Brush Railcoach
623 was used with a couple of enthusiasts on board as
„guinea-pigs‟ to pilot the scheme on Friday 14th August, which
was apparently considered to be a success. 623 is expected
to be used further for tis purpose, but other trams may well
appear on the driving courses in the future as well.
At £350 a time these tram driving courses are certainly not
cheap, but with so much interest in the Blackpool tramway,
there is expected to be a lot of uptake. Here at Tramways
Monthly we would like to wish BTS well with this new venture,
and congratulare them on taking this bold move which will
hopefully create additional interest for enthusiasts whilst also
generating a good profit.

Elusive Alice
The summer of 2009 has been a
very bad one for Blackpool's only
open-top Balloon tram, 'Princess
Alice' 706. The tram has hardly
been used at all this year,
probably due to the fact that
virtually all specials used have
been two-crew trams. However,
despite mixed weather, 706 finally
started to creep out occasionally
during the month of August. One
such outing occured on Saturday
29th August - when due to Jubilee
car 761 sustaining a smashed
lifeguard, 706 even managed a
trip to Fleetwood! Hopefully this
has set the ball rolling and Alice
will
make
more
regular
appearances
during
the
illuminations period.

Wartime liveried Brush car 623, which is expected to be used for the
driving courses, seen at Tower in September 2007. Andrew Waddington
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Latest News...

Odds and Ends

Red Wheel for Crich
No, the Crich workshop team
haven‟t taken delivery of a new
wheel to be fitted to one of their
tramcars – instead, this news item is
regarding something a little more
prestigious than that!

Ukrainian Tramways
In response to our feature on
Ukrainian Tramways last month,
author of the feature Richard
Lomas has been in contact with
the following message:
A close up of the Red
Wheel presented to Crich.

Jack Gordon
On Thursday 20th August, Crich
Tramway Village was honoured by
the Transport Trust with a bespoke „Red Wheel‟ plaque, which
has been affixed to an external wall of the Exhibition Hall. The
plaques are a new initiative introduced by the Trust, to
acknowledge locations of particular significance in British
transport history. As the Trust are based in Derbyshire, the
world‟s premier tramway museum was a particularly fitting
choice to recieve one of the first plaques.

A special party attended the ceremony at Crich, which saw
Transport Trust President Sir Willim McAlpine officially unveil the
plaque. The crowd were also addressed by the Tramway
Museum Society‟s President for 2009/10, Cheryl Cunningham,
and TMS Chairman Colin Heaton. There was also an
opportunity for the dignitaries to tour the library and
workshop, whilst a number of trams were displayed on the
depot fan, including the steam tram engine fresh from it‟s visit
to Manchester.

“Thanks for publishing my Ukraine
article. However I was
disappointed that you didn't
publish a picture of a KTM5, so
here is one in Yerevan in 1984.
Yerevan is now the capital city of
Armenia and I think the tramways
have closed.”
Can anyone confirm whether or
not the Yerevan tramway has
closed? Or has anyone else got
any views of this tramway system,
or KTM5s in general? We would be
very interested in publishing a
selection!
We now leave you with Richard‟s
photograph:

In all, it was a highly enjoyable day and another proud
moment in what is shaping up to be a fantastic year for the
TMS!

Leeds 6 – The Chameleon Tramcar

Trams in the air!

The Heaton Park Tramway‟s Hull tramcar 96 – currently
operating in it‟s latter day guise as Leeds 6 – is earning a
reputation as something of a chameleon, due to its
constantly-changing appearence!

There have been no less
than two “trams in the air”
recently – and both in the
same day!

After operating in wartime guise for a few weeks, 6 recieved
touch-up paint job to return it to it‟s normal Leeds grey livery
in time for the nearby Museum of Science & Industry‟s
Transport Week. On Tuesday 11th August, it was then
decorated for a private hire at the park.

Crich Tramway Village has
just
re-trucked
Leeds
Horsfield Car 180 after it‟s
overhaul, and has lifted
Blackpool Pantograph 167
ready for it‟s overhaul.

Yet more changes are planned for 6 to take place prior to
the Leeds closure anniversary event on 8th November. It is
hoped to fit a bow colllector and mini-tower, as well as
platform doors, to the tram for this event, which will improve
the authenticity of it‟s external appearance for what should
be a very special day on the tramway.

We hope to include more
details
as
well
as
photographs in next month‟s
edition
of
Tramways
Monthly!
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Latest News...
Liverpool 245 restoration funding delayed
The Merseyside Tramway Preservation Society, who own and operate the vintage trams based at Birkenhead, have
been making plans to restore and operate Liverpool „Baby Grand‟ 245 for several years, and it looked as though they
had overcome every hurdle that they could face after applying for a Heritage Lottery grant to assist with funding the
project.
Unfortunately, the MTPS have now faced another snag. The Heritage Lottery Fund have informed the Society that they
need to have a full understanding of the future plans for the operation of the Birkenhead tramway, before they are
prepared to commit any funds towards restoring the tram. Regular readers of Tramways Monthly will be aware that the
future of the line was thrown into doubt when Wirral Council stted that they intended to pull the plug on all funding for
the tramway and its depot and workshop premises. Although expressions of interest with regard to taking over the
running of the tramway have been recieved, it could be some time before a final decision is made, and so inevitably
this will potentially ause major delays to the 245 project.
In the meantime, MTP volunteers have resumed work on the restoration of Warrington tramcar 2 whilst they wait to find
out what will happen next with the ongoing saga of Liverpool 245.

Cleveland trolley collection up for auction
As previously reported in Tramways Monthly, there are over 30 trolley cars with an uncertain future, including Blackpool
boat 606, which was expatriated to America in the 1990s. 29 of the cars, which were formerly part of the Trolleyvile USA
operation before passing to the Lake Shore Electric Railway, are now up for auction in the States.
Lake Shore Electric planned to operate a short trolley line in downtown Cleveland, but, says company treasurer Jim
Martin, “this economy has just killed us.”. The company is now entering liquidation and the cars being sold to
appropriate museums around the country.
A two-pronged approach is being used to sell the cars, and it is hoped that they company will be able to raise
$300,000 from the sale. LSE has authorised the head of a trolley perservation goup in Connecticut to gather a group of
museums to purchase the cars and parts, and will also solicit sealed bids from nonprofit trolley and transportation
museums for the individual cars in the event the group effort fails.
Bids are due on October 1st, and the cars must be removed from their storage, mainly in a warehouse north of
Cleveland Browns Stadium, by the end of the year.
We hope to bring you more news on this story, and in particular Blackpool boat 606, as we get any more details.

Odds & Ends: The Photographs
Since Tramways Monthly was founded in February 2009, we have had several photographs that we have been unable
to publish, either because they have not related to any features or news stories, or because we have simply not had
enough space! This month we have two photos from Dan Heeley: The one on the left is of London Transport 1622 during
the Crich 1940‟s event, complete with blackout masks, blast netting and white fenders. On the right is a Latvian Tatra
water car – the Tramways Monthly Editor compared it to a cross between Halle 902 and a Class 66 diesel locomotive!
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Special Feature...
Blackpool Illuminations 2009 Preview
By Andrew Waddington
The 2009 Blackpool illuminations will shine from Friday 4th September, until Sunday 8th November.
Traditionally this period gives the resort its busiest weeks of the year, and is normally the best time of
year for tram output. So, even if you have absolutely no interest in the illuminations themselves, a
visit to Blackpool during autumn is a must for any tram enthusiast! Here is a guide of what you can
expect to see during this year‟s illuminations season, based on a combination of past experience
and tramcar running patterns so far this year.
The Illuminated Trams
Quite obviously, the tramway‟s main attraction during the „lights‟ period, is the illuminated feature
cars – and 2009 will be the first time that there have been three on tour duty since 2001! The star of
the show will undoubtedly be the Western Train 733+734 which will be operating its first illumination
tours for a decade. It will be joined by the familiar pair of ships, „HMS Blackpool‟ 736 and Trawler
737.
In previous years, both feature cars have run tours virtually every night, but the return of the Train
may change that, as the demand for tours
midweek is often not great, particularly for the first
few weeks. It will be interesting to see if just two
illuminated cars are used on certain nights,
probably 733+734 plus one other.
Tours of the illuminations depart from North Pier only,
where there is a separate tour stop with no waiting
shelter. The first tour usually departs soon after the
lights come on, with subsequent tours operating on
an „as-required‟ basis based on how many people
Although best known for its autumnal operations,
the Trawler 737 has seen frequent use this year; for
are queuing. To be sure of a seat it is best to arrive
example, at Tram Sunday, when it was
early, as if demand is poor then no late tours will run.
photographed at Fisherman's Walk. Paul Derrick
It isn‟t possible to pre-book a seat; the only way to
pay, is on the tram. Travelcards are not accepted on the tours, but at £4.90 for a journey time of
around 90 minutes, they are good value for money.
The tour route is from North Pier up to Little Bispham (or sometimes Bispham if the tram is not
illuminated), then to Pleasure Beach before returning to North Pier. Normally tours run to Starr Gate,
but with closure imminent this probably won‟t happen for the next few years. Passengers can alight
on the latter part of the tour to save having to catch a tram back to their hotels after the tour is
over.
If a tour isn‟t for you, it‟s worth noting that sometimes the feature cars do work specials afterwards,
particularly 737 which is effectively a heavily modified Brush Railcoach and is therefore suitable for
normal service use. There is no particular pattern to this however, so it‟s a risk!

9 Tramways Monthly September 2009

Trams of Interest
As well as the illuminated cars, the lights are
a good time to see other more unusual
trams out. These are mainly used at
weekends, with Saturdays being the best
day by far. The running patterns of „vintage‟
cars varies considerably; sometimes they
run all day, at other times they come out
early evening and work promenade
specials for a few hours, followed by
illumination tours if required. The most
frequently used vintage cars are Bolton 66
and Standard 147, whilst Vanguard 619 was
also used extensively following its revival last
'HMS Blackpool' 736 loads for its first tour of the evening at
North Pier. This scene dates from 2008. Andrew Waddington
year. These three trams are likely to run most
Saturdays again this year, unless the
weather is horrible. Other trams that you may be lucky enough to see in use include Box car 40
and Coronations 304 and 660, but as none of them are included in the main running fleet for 2009
it‟s probably best not to get your hopes up for any of these. If they do run though, Saturday
evenings would be your best bet again.
Weather permitting; there is a good chance that you‟ll see Boat cars out, with most use coming at
weekends (no surprises there!). Boats on illumination tours seem to have become increasingly rare
in recent times, but if the weather is good enough then they can still happen. Open-top Balloon
706, „Princess Alice‟ is another car to look out for, but it too is a rare performer on tours these days.
Now a word of advice: if you want to go on an illumination tour just to view the lights, a tour on any
of the trams listed in this category comes highly
An illumination tour aboard one of the pair of operational
recommended. The large windows of vintage
Coronation cars is a rare treat. Here, 660 is seen arriving
trams and the Coronations, makes them ideal
for tour duty at North Pier back in 2007. Andrew Waddington
for this purpose, whereas cars 736 and 737
have rather small windows which are actually
not all that good for looking through!
The Normal Fleet
The fact that the illuminations see tram output
at its peak obviously indicates that this is a
good time for the more ordinary members of
the fleet as well. So, if you want to see, ride on
or photograph as many trams as possible, an illumination Saturday is the time to do it! You will also
stand a much better chance than usual of seeing some of the little-used trams in service, such as
wartime Brush car 623 and Balloon 702. With more Balloons out, you should also be able to track
down celebrity cars 700 and 717 without too much difficulty. This is also the best time of year to see
Twin cars; although use has dropped massively, you stand a far better chance of getting a Twin
car ride in the autumn than at any other time of year. The October half-term week is normally best
for these trams; last year it was the only week that they were used anything like extensively. That
said, the odd set or two could well creep out in September. In past years some of the Balloons
have had problems with body leaks, and this can lead to the Twins being called upon to take their
place at any time without warning, so keep your eyes peeled!
Tramways Monthly September 2009
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The Big Switch-On
The first night of the lights is always marked by a special event, which used to be held at Talbot
Square, but now takes place in a large
car park behind Coral Island (near the
Tower tram stop). The area will open late
afternoon, with live entertainment from
around 6:00pm, leading up to a starstudded concert from 8:30pm which is
broadcast live on BBC Radio 2 - this
year‟s concert will be headlined by
Madness. After that, the illuminations are
officially switched on by a celebrity
guest, and this year TV presenter Alan
Carr will be doing the honours. The lights
should come on at about 9:30pm, by
Bolton 66 sporting its temporary illuminations, at North Pier on
which time the illuminated trams are
switch-on evening, August 2007. Tony Waddington
normally already out, and waiting to set
off with the first tours of the new season. The first tour sets off very soon after switch-on time, and
others follow until there is no queue left!
Switch-on night is a really exciting time to be in Blackpool, but if tram riding is your thing then it can
be a nightmare! Once the switch-on ceremony is over, several thousand people will descend on
the promenade at once, with the result being that everything grinds to a standstill, including road
traffic and the trams. I‟ve been present for this event for the past two years, and both times the
trams had to stop quite simply because of a sea of people walking along the tram tracks without a
care in the world. So, if you are there at this time, rides are not really an option! If you want to travel
north from Central Promenade you are probably best advised to wait for the chaos to die down a
bit; then catch a tram to either Pleasure Beach or Starr Gate. This might seem illogical, but many
trams will leave Pleasure Beach full up, meaning that anyone waiting for a tram at Foxhall, for
example, is likely to have a long wait for a tram that actually stops. The same applies to Saturday
evenings for that matter, when all trams in service are usually stuffed full of tourists wishing to view
the illuminations, and also the October school holiday period, which has previously been referred
to as „a week of Saturdays‟!
Busy times like these are always exciting if you want to see lots of trams running and take photos,
but actually getting on board a tram
can be a tedious affair depending on
when and where you try to do it.
Despite all of this, I personally love the
illuminations – the fact that I visited
Blackpool for a week in both 2007 and
2008, and that I‟m doing the same
again this year, should tell you
something… and not just that I‟m
totally crazy!!! Seriously, the lights
season is a fantastic time for tram
enthusiasts,
so
whether
you‟ve
experienced it before or not, if you
No doubt the newly restored Western Train will look best in
can get to Blackpool this autumn, I
darkness - but here is a daytime shot of it, taken at Totally
encourage you to do so, and I‟m sure
Transport earlier this year. Tony Waddington
you will have a great time. Words
don‟t really do it justice, it‟s something that needs to be experienced in person!
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If you are planning to visit Blackpool for the illuminations this year, the following list of what times the
lights will shine throughout the season may well be of interest.
Dates

Switch-on time

Switch-off time

Fri 4th September
Sat 5th September
Sun 6th – Thurs 10th September
Fri 11th – Sat 12th September
Sun 13th – Thurs 17th September
Fri 18th – Sat 19th September
Sun 20th – Thurs 24th September
Fri 25th – Sat 26th September
Sun 27t September – Thurs 1st October
Fri 2nd – Sat 3rd October
Sun 4th – Thurs 8th October
Fri 9th – Sat 10th October
Sun 11th – Thurs 15th October
Fri 16th – Sat 17th October
Sun 18th – Thurs 22nd October
Fri 23rd – Sat 24th October
Sun 25th – Thurs 29th October
Fri 30th – Sat 31st October
Sun 1st – Thurs 5th November
Fri 6th – Sat 7th November
Sun 8th November

9:30pm approx.
8:00pm
8:00pm
8:00pm
8:00pm
7:45pm
7:45pm
7:30pm
7:30pm
7:15pm
7:15pm
7:00pm
7:00pm
6:45pm
6:45pm
6:30pm
5:00pm
5:00pm
5:00pm
5:00pm
5:00pm

2:00am
1:00am
11:00pm
12:00am
11:00pm
12:00am
11:00pm
12:00am
11:00pm
12:00am
11:00pm
12:00am
11:00pm
12:00am
11:00pm
12:00am
11:00pm
12:00am
11:00pm
12:00am
11:00pm

Finally, I will be in Blackpool for a week from Friday 4th September this year, and so I‟m delighted to
announce that „Tramways Monthly’ will be bringing you full coverage of this week as it happens, via our very
own Twitter page! I hope to send regular updates to the page throughout the week, including lists of trams
noted in service, which trams are operating illumination tours and any unusual sightings. Please check this
out, as it should give you some indication of what might be happening during this year‟s illuminations as a
whole – so if you‟re planning to visit later on in the year, I hope this service will be both useful and interesting
to you!
To access the latest updates from 4th – 11th September, simply visit: www.twitter.com/tramways-monthly

The ever-popular Standard 147 loads for an illumination tour at North Pier in August 2008. Tony Waddington
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Tram Driver for a day!
Become a Seaton Tram Driver for the day with one of our driving
experience courses. The courses are very "hands-on", giving you
the chance to enjoy maximum time at the controls and drive in
the same conditions as our own staff drivers. The course also
includes a guided tour of the Tramway's HQ at Riverside Depot,
giving the chance to see behind the scenes of our unique
operation. At the conclusion of your course, you receive a
commemorative certificate and souvenir to remind you of a
great day out. Seaton Tramway is offering Tramways Monthly
readers a 10% discount on either a Half or Full Day Course.
There are two courses available:
1) Half Day Course
Start time 0930 or 1400. The course lasts for two or three hours,
depending on whether there are one or two participants. Each
person gets one round trip (six miles) of driving.
The cost is £95, inclusive of VAT, and you may bring up to three
guest passengers, who ride at a special rate of £10.00 each.
These prices include the ride on the tram, Depot Visit and
refreshments at the Tram Stop Restaurant. You and your guests
will also enjoy free travel on the trams for the rest of the day,
either before or after your lesson.
2) Whole Day Course
Start time 0930, finishing at 1645. The course consists of three full
round trips, plus two short workings to intermediate points along
the line, a grand total of 24 miles. The course can be shared
between two or more people if desired; extra participants are
charged at guest rate (see below).
The cost is £235, inclusive of VAT, and you may bring up to six
guest passengers, who ride at a special rate of £20.00 each.
These prices include the rides on the tram, Depot Visit, plus
morning tea/coffee, Lunch and an afternoon Cream Tea at the
Tram Stop Restaurant. Your guests may ride on the service trams
during the day if they so wish.
TO CLAIM YOUR 10% DISCOUNT ON A HALF DAY COURSE OR WHOLE DAY
COURSE PLEASE QUOTE TRAMWAYS MONTHLY.

Special Feature...
John Bull‟s Holiday
By Andrew Waddington
Of all of the residents at the Crich Retirement Home for Elderly Tramcars, some need a little extra
care. One such tram is John Bull, an elderly gent of a
steam tram engine who has not been capable of much
activity for about twenty years, and normally inhabits a
small room along with some of the other oldest trams.
The number of times that John Bull – or JB, as he likes his
younger friends to call him – has come outside in the last
few years can be counted on one hand, so it came as
rather a surprise to the other trams when he announced
that he was taking a short break in Manchester during
August 2009. The staff wondered if John Bull would be up
to such strenuous activity; since moving into his present
home he had only been out into the nearby yard a couple of times, and hadn‟t been out of the
Retirement Home grounds since his only seaside holiday to Blackpool in 1985. However, John Bull
was adamant that he had been invited to some sort of reunion event, and that it would do him
good to see a few old friends again, as well as hopefully making some new ones. So, the
management agreed to him going away, and plans were afoot for John Bull‟s big adventure!
Saturday 18th July
As is always the case with any good holiday, the time spent planning for it exceeds the time you
are actually there – and John Bull‟s little break was to be no exception. It was therefore decided
that he should have a full medical before going away; some may think that such practice may
seem a tad excessive for a trip to Manchester, but due to John Bull‟s age and sensitivity, nothing
was being left to chance.
So it was that, on this morning, John Bull was to pay a visit to his local doctor‟s surgery for the first
time in longer than anyone cared to remember. The
first task was to move his old friend from Dundee out
of the way, as he was in the way of the rest home
doors; the trouble being that, although getting
Dundee 21 moving is no problem, stopping is another
matter entirely, as his „wheels‟ don‟t have any brakes!
Once 21 was out of the way however, John Bull was
merely coaxed outside onto the traverser; a sort of
tram equivalent of a stair lift, only it moved him
sideways instead of up and down stairs. Another old
friend who he hadn‟t seen in years was then waiting
to assist him get to the GP, in the form of Cardiff 131.
John Bull was amazed at how well his Welsh friend was looking, as the last time they had met he
was looking very sorry for himself – apparently this was the work of the expert GPs who would be
looking after JB, and this certainly helped to put his mind at ease. Unfortunately, 131 found moving
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JB to be rather more challenging than he expected, and he was heard to be cursing rather a lot
whilst attempting to manoeuvre his rather less healthy friend towards the doctor‟s surgery. Despite
131 moaning that he had „done himself a mischief‟, JB was soon settled into his temporary resting
place, and was being checked over by a whole host of tramcar doctors and nurses.
Thursday 6th August
The day of John Bull‟s road trip dawned, with
mixed feelings. Transport had been arranged
on a rather unglamorous low loader, although
some of the doctors were a bit worried that it
was quite high off the ground. Indeed,
although a very gradual ramp was built up to it
to help the elderly steam tram, it soon became
apparent that he was getting stuck on the
stone setts in the yard, as it was still a little on
the steep side. Despite a few minor problems
here, JB was soon sat in place and on his merry
way to Manchester. Two of the doctors who JB knew well, Dr Bailey and Dr Crabtree, travelled with
him to ensure that he would be okay for his road trip, and to make sure that he settled into his
holiday home well.
On his arrival, the Doctors kindly helped JB to unpack his belongings, and along with a few friendly
people from the hotel where he would be staying, they showed him his accommodation and
introduced him to some of the other holidaymakers present.

Saturday 8th August
This was the first day of the event which would see JB greet his adoring public. In truth, JB felt a bit
out of place in his room surrounded by giant steam engines and other machinery. A few of the
visiting people stopped to take a look at him, and many were intrigued as to what he actually was,
but not many stayed with him for long. JB found himself wondering if this trip had been such a
good idea after all; many of the friends he had hoped to see were nowhere in sight, and he was
rather bored. Then came a silver lining, in the shape of two men who JB recognised as old friends
who had been coming to visit him and the other trams at Crich for many years, and whom had
been delighted to see him out in the open a few years earlier. The men both spent a long time
admiring JB, taking his picture and generally making a big fuss of him. The younger of the two
walked all around him, clutching a video
camera and muttering something about
getting some great shots.
In the days that followed, JB was delighted
to see more old friends. Dr Crabtree and Dr
Bailey even came back, just to make
absolutely sure that he was comfortable and
that he was being well cared for. Maybe this
holiday wasn‟t so bad, after all!
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Thursday 13th August
Any doubts that John Bull had about his break
were silenced on this day. This day marked the
start of the „Great Garrett Gathering‟ – or as
John Bull saw it, the family reunion for the steam
locomotives of Beyer Peacock. This was John
Bull‟s chance to meet some distant relatives,
and he was encouraged to come out of the
hotel to make himself known to them all.
At first, John Bull was a little overwhelmed,
being surrounded by many giant steam
engines, all of which seemed to have lots of friends and be attracting a crowd of admirers. That
was until he was introduced to a friendly little tank engine called K1, and soon any nerves were
forgotten in an instant. Despite looking very different, the unlikely friends soon found that they had
lots in common, and the evening festivities flew by. K1introduced John Bull to many of the „big
boys‟; steam locos who hailed from the same stable as him, and despite their slightly intimidating
large size, JB‟s age and fascinating life ensured that he was not overlooked. In fact, by the end of
the party, he had made many new friends, including a great deal of people who had never heard
of a steam tram before. JB had hoped to spread the word about his home at Crich and how well
looked after he was, but with all the excitement he totally forgot about it – a fair indication that he
was having a great time!
Monday 17th August
Hard to believe it seemed, but it was all over by the Monday, after an enjoyable weekend spent
getting to know family that John Bull never even knew he had, as well as making many new friends.
JB‟s old friends were back at the guest house in the morning, to accompany him on his road trip
back to Crich.
However, there was one final surprise in store for JB, who was taken to the old Beyer Peacock
Works along with his friend, K1 the tank engine. Although not all of the building has survived, it was
great for JB to be able to see the place where he was built and aised, and he didn‟t even mind
the fact that almost all of the well-wishers on site seemed more interested in seeing K1. After some
more photos were taken for the holiday album, it was time for the two locos to say goodbye, and
then JB was back on the road for the return to his normal home.
On his return to Derbyshire, John Bull was once again the centre of attention. He may not have
brought any souvenirs home, but he certainly
had plenty of holiday snaps to show to
everyone – and some of them are here for
your viewing pleasure.
Most of all, the GPs and the other trams were
keen to ask John Bull if he had got a taste for
travelling, and if he‟d be doing it again soon.
But John Bull couldn‟t hear them, after his big
adventure he was exhausted, and almost as
soon as he got back home, he fell fast asleep,
suggesting that although he had an interesting
holiday, it‟s not too likely that he will be in a
hurry to repeat it any time soon! That said,
when the holiday first became public knowledge there were a few doubters who insisted that it
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would never actually happen – so who knows
what the future could bring for this bold little
steam tram engine?
The article above of course refers to the Beyer
Peacock tram engine John Bull’s trip to the
Manchester Museum of Science & Industry
(MOSI) for their Transport Festival, which
culminated in a gathering of locomotives
constructed at the nearby Beyer Peacock work;
in particular, the distinctive Garrett steam locos.
As well as the steam tram, Manchester horse car
L53 also paid a visit to this Museum for the event,
but was housed in the lower yard and therefore
did not come into direct contact with John Bull.
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Urban transit
The Toden Arakawa Line.
The Toden Arakawa Line is the only remaining tramway in Tokyo, Japan. The route is currently
operated by the Tokyo Metropolitan Bureau of Transportation and spans between Minowabashi
Station and Waseda Station.
The line was originally part of an extensive network developed by the Oji Electric Tram Company.
Although the route faced shutting down in the 1960‟s along with all the other tram lines in Tokyo
due to an increased traffic volumes on roads, much opposition was faced. It was therefore
decided to keep a part of the network running. Part of the reason the current line was never
closed is that the majority of the route is not shared with road traffic. Only a very small section of
the route, in Oji, is shared with road traffic.
Technical details







Route length: 12.2km
Number of stops: 30
Gauge: 1372mm
Power supply: 600V DC from overhead power lines
Average time to complete journey: 50 minutes
Trams used:
Toden 7000 series (launched in 1954 and most common on the route)
Toden 7500 series (launched in 1962)
Toden 8500 series (launched in 1990)



Trams used in the past:
Toden 6000 series
Toden 8000 series
Toden 9000 series
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Blackpool Stockport 5 Tour & Tram Sunday
Pictorial By Tony Waddington and Paul Derrick

On Saturday 18th July, Stockport 5 operated a full tour of the Blackpool system for its owners. In this
shot the tram is seen at Thornton Gate, where it was briefly placed on the centre track to allow car
761 on Fleetwood service to overtake. Tony Waddington

On arrival at Fleetwood Ferry, Stockport 5 unloaded and was then shunted onto the passing loop, as
illustrated in this scene. Tony Waddington

Balloon 713 on Fleetwood service is seen passing 5 at the Ferry, whilst 5 was taking a break. Tony
Waddington

The following day, the annual Fleetwood Transport Festival took place, and a number of special
trams ran between North Pier and Fisherman's Walk throughout the afternoon. Two such cars were
Boat 600 and Vanguard 619, both seen here at Fisherman's Walk (Ash Street) Fleetwood. Paul Derrick

As well as tram rides, the illuminated Western Train was on static display at Fisherman's Walk along
the Trawler. Both trams can be seen in this shot. Paul Derrick

The wonderful Boat car 600 seen at Little Bispham en route to Fleetwood later the same day. Paul
Derrick

The unusual sight of Vanguard 619 passing through Broadwater whilst operating on the vintage tram
shuttle service. Paul Derrick

Standard 147 was also in operation on this occasion, and was captured by the cameraman at
Bispham whilst on its way back to Blackpool. Paul Derrick

John Bull visits Manchester
By Andy Bailey

Focus...

6th September – So Long,
Starr Gate
The last day of operation along
the full length of the Blackpool
tramway from Fleetwood Ferry to
Starr Gate, until upgrading of the
line is completed in 2012. To mark
the historic occasion, Blackpool &
Fleetwood Box car 40 will operate
a special tour from Rigby Road
Depot at 7:00pm, to include no
less than 3 trips to Starr Gate both
before and after dark. With the
switch-on celebrations taking
place across this weekend, it's an
ideal opportunity to visit Britain's
oldest electric tramway!

12th/13th September – East
Anglia Transport Museum
Trolleybus Weekend
Not strictly a tram event as such,
but this is a fantastic weekend for
general transport enthusiasts, with
all available trolleybuses at the
Museum in service. This is also the
perfect excuse to enjoy the
EATM's other attractions, including
its tramway. On Saturday there is
also a chance to see and ride on
both trams and trolleybuses after
dark until 9:00pm

Got an Event not listed?
You can easily add it to future
event calendars by adding it to
our online events diary at
http://www.tramwaysmonthly.com - all you need is an
account. Alternatively, email us
at
events@tramwaysmonthly.com and we will add it
for you!

Events...
Date
5th September
6th September
6th September

Event
Seaton Carnival
So Long, Starr
Gate!
Beetle Drive

6th September

Trans Lanc Rally

12th/13th
September

Heritage Days

12th/13th
September
12th September
16th September

Trolleybus
Weekend
Colyton Carnival
Late Evening
Event
Classic Ford Event

20th September
26th September
29th October

31st October/1st
November

31st October

Colyford Goose
Fair
Bangers, Mash
and Beer (Child soft drink) and
Tram Ride
SELNEC 40

Starlight
Halloween
st
31 October
Ride the
Halloween Tram of
Terror – If You Dare
th
th
7 /8 November Farewell to
Fleetwood
th
8 November
Leeds 50 Years
since closure
nd
2 December
Colyton‟s
Christmas Fayre

Location
Seaton Tramway
Blackpool
Tramway
Crich Tramway
Village
Heaton Park
Tramway
Manchester
Museum of
Science and
Industry
East Anglia
Transport Museum
Seaton Tramway
Seaton Tramway
Crich Tramway
Village
Seaton Tramway
Seaton Tramway

Manchester
Museum of
Science and
Industry
Crich Tramway
Village
Seaton Tramway

Blackpool
Tramway
Heaton Park
Tramway
Seaton Tramway

We aim to be accurate with all details carried, however errors
may occur. We advise that you check before travelling to a
particular event. Bolded Events will incur an extra cost.

Back Page: Manchester L53 was displayed outdoors whilst John Bull was at Manchester. Here it is seen in it‟s
resting place for the week with a British Rail Hymek Locomotive, also a Beyer Peacock product, in the
background. Tony Waddington

