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Welcome to our very first Tramways Monthly Supplement, based
around the 2009 Blackpool Illuminations, but primarily focussing
on the final weekend of operation to Starr Gate – and of course
the “So Long, Starr Gate” Tram Tour that we ran with our friends
over at British Trams Online.
For those of you not aware of the latest goings on in Blackpool,
£68.3 million has been received from the Government to
completely upgrade the town‟s tramway system to light rail
standards. This was added to by a local contribution of £33.4
million, and together this funding will enable the upgraded
tramway to open completely during 2012.
The upgrade works will see many changes to the tramway,
including a fleet of 16 new “super trams” and a new depot sited
at Starr Gate to house them. All tram stops will also have raised
platforms built by them for disabled access, and certain stops
will not be included in the upgraded tramway. In addition it is
expected that the majority of the current fleet of tramcars will
be withdrawn and possibly scrapped, with the Centenary cars
likely to be the first to go. However, 10 Balloon cars look set to be
retained post-upgrade (rumoured as 700, 707, 709, 711, 713, 717,
718, 719, 720 and 724) which will probably operate the summer
Pleasure Beach to Cleveleys service, alternating with the new
Bombardier-built Flexity2 trams. Of these, 8 are expected to
receive new platform arrangements like that which is currently
being fitted to 720 (see Issue 9 for a photograph), whilst it is
hoped that “heritage” refurbishments 700 and 717 will be spared
the platforms. All of the track between Fisherman‟s Walk (Ash
Street) and Fleetwood Ferry is also to be replaced as the new
trams are wider than any that are currently operating on the
tramway, and the track between Pleasure Beach and Starr
Gate is also to be replaced in an “open-sleeper” or “fenced”
style, similar to that on much of the section beyond Cabin.

Front Cover: Blackpool Standard 147 is
seen at Starr Gate on the last day of
operation on the section between Starr
Gate and the Pleasure Beach. Tony

It was originally thought that this work would commence at the
end of the 2009 season on the 9th November, however
Blackpool Council announced during August that the section
between Pleasure Beach and Starr Gate was to be closed at
the end of service on 6th September – just three days into the
2009 Blackpool Illumination season.

With this in mind, Tramways Monthly and British Trams Online set
about organising a “farwell” tour for this section of the tramway
Waddington
on the final day of operation along the entire tramway. This tour
used Standard Car 147 and was the last ever tram to depart from the Starr Gate terminus as it is currently.
We have produced this supplement to remember the first weekend of the Blackpool Illuminations, and the
last ever day of operation to Starr Gate as we all know it.
I hope you enjoy it!

Jack Gordon, 14/10/09
Tramways Monthly Editor
jack.gordon@tramways-monthly.com
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Special Feature...
So Long, Starr Gate!
By Andrew Waddington, Photos by Tony Waddington
After hearing a lot of rumours, some bad news was finally
confirmed at the end of August 2009: the Blackpool
tramway would be terminating at Pleasure Beach rather
than Starr Gate, with effect from Monday 7th September this
year, and would not re-open until the tramway upgrade is
fully complete in 2012. Despite a lot of talk about „the end‟
of the line to Fleetwood later in the year, not a lot had been
said about the southern section, and I for one felt that this
would be far more greatly missed, especially during the
illuminations season.
It was Tramways Monthly Editor Jack Gordon who first
suggested to me that a tour could perhaps be organised to
mark the final day of tramcar operation to Starr Gate preupgrade, despite the fact that he was actually unable to
attend himself. I was dubious about the viability of doing this,
especially as we only had about two weeks to make the
necessary arrangements. However, once Jack gets an idea
inside his head it takes a lot to shift it, and he duly set about
147 on its first visit to Starr Gate of the
contacting our friend Gareth Prior, webmaster of British
evening, with the wonderful new welcome
Trams Online, who agreed that it was a good idea and
arch behind it.
expressed interest in supporting such a venture. Various
emails followed, and in the subsequent days, Jack obtained the required details from Blackpool
Transport Services Ltd. I think all three of us knew that for us to arrange a tram tour was nothing
short of crazy – but we decided to do it anyway!!! A steady trickle of emails followed from
enthusiasts who were interested in joining us. We also agreed that those who funded the cost of
hiring a tram would not be paid back, so that all monies raised could be donated to the
Lancastrian Transport Trust‟s Blackpool Tramcar Preservation Fund. Indeed, in the end we
managed a raise a very respectable £200 for this excellent cause.
The choice of tram was a bit of a difficult matter, but we eventually settled on Blackpool &
Fleetwood ‘Box’ 40. This tram is rarely used these
days, and as its loan period expires in just over
a year it may never get a chance to run to
Starr Gate again, making it a very appealing
candidate for the tour. Gareth worked out a
rough timetable, and I set about making some
leaflets to hand out to our passengers, in order
to properly commemorate the occasion. What
had seemed like a surreal dream was starting
to become a reality.
So it came to be that, a little before 6:30pm on
Sunday 6th September, I found myself standing
at the front of the Rigby Road tram shed,
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147 posed in front of the Solaris building at Harrowside
on its second photo stop.

clutching a bag containing a printed list of people who had reserved places on the tour, as well as
my precious leaflets. It was pleasing to
see a small number of people turn up
well in advance of our advertised
departure time, and I soon set about the
task of collecting their £10 fares. Sadly the
weather was pretty awful by this time,
and in the process of taking money and
ticking off names I got rather wet, but hey,
that‟s all part of the fun... er, isn‟t it?
Unfortunately, this was when things
started to go wrong! I was informed that,
The superb but totally unplanned pairing of cars 147 & 700 at
due to health and safety issues, it would
Bispham as dusk falls.
not be possible to run car 40 due to the
rain – apparently the driver must take his
hands off the controls to operate the windscreen wipers on this tram, and this combined with the
lack of air brakes and wet rails could make stopping the car in an emergency difficult. No prizes will
be given for working out who had to tell the assembled crowd that we would not be riding on 40
after all! So, it was on to Plan B, and Standard 147 was happy to stand in. The general verdict from
the crowd was actually very positive, and I am most grateful to all who were so understanding. A
couple of people did ask for a refund, but we later compensated for this by the arrival of two
gentlemen who had decided not to ride on the tour due to the choice of tram, but were delighted
with the substitute. There‟s no accounting for taste I suppose!
Just before 7:00pm, with everyone on board, 147 left the depot and made its way onto the
promenade. It didn‟t get far before reversing however, as I had requested that we use the Foxhall
crossover. Although often used by normal service cars it is still considered quite a novelty for a
vintage tram to use this relatively new crossover, and for me personally it was my first ride over it.
We then had a steady run to Starr Gate where we all alighted to make the most of our only
opportunity to photograph the tram at this location in daylight. Once everyone was back on
board we travelled north as far as Harrowside, where a second photo opportunity was taken next
to the giant mirrorball – that one was simply too much to resist!!! As luck would have it, Balloon 712
also passed on a service duty giving us all a chance to photograph these two traditional green
and cream double-deckers together, before we all jumped back on board for a good long run to
Thornton Gate. As it turned out we had another impromptu photo stop at Bispham, as we were
greeted by the fine sight of Balloon 700 which was operating specials. Again, the chance to get
some shots of the two heritage tramcars together was simply irresistable – after all, for many people
147 and 700 are pretty much the two best trams to sum up what the Blackpool tramway is all
about, so the appearance of them both
At Tower, 147 meets up with illuminated Trawler 737 and Balloon
was well-timed to say the least. We then
717; could we have hoped for a better line-up?
travelled along the centre track at
Bispham for added novelty value, and
then continued to Thornton Gate. By the
time we reached this location darkness
had set in making photography a
challenge, but plenty of people still tried!
Here 147 was put on the centre track
and reversed before returning south, in
torrential rain.
At this point I feel I should explain why we
did not include Fleetwood on our route.
Box 40 was not permitted to run north of
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Thornton Gate after dark due to restrictions on trams not fitted with modern halogen headlights,
and as we did not want to clash with a daytime transport rally taking place at Heaton Park, the
only real option was to avoid the northern terminus. That said, as the whole point of the tour was to
mark the last night of trams to Starr Gate for a few years, I didn‟t consider this to be a major issue,
and nobody else on board seemed to mind either.
On our return to Blackpool we hit another minor snag, as on that night the first heat of the annual
International Fireworks Championship was taking
At the end of the day (or was it the start of Monday?),
place. Due to the ongoing reconstruction of the
147 turns onto Hopton Road showing ‘Depot’ on its
promenade, most people wanting to see the
front destination blind.
display were gathered along the seafront north of
the Metropole hotel, the result being that the
trams along this section came to a stop. That said,
this did give us the chance to stretch our legs a bit
more and take yet more photographs. The
chance to ride through the entire length of the
illuminations was also greatly enjoyed, with 147‟s
large windows giving us a superb view of the lights.
Eventually we made it to North Pier, only to come
across the illuminated Trawler 737 stabled on the
centre track at Tower. A quick word with our driver,
and 147 was pulled up next to 737 for yet another
unexpected extra photo stop. As if that wasn‟t
good enough, in the best piece of luck so far,
restored Balloon car 717 also turned up bound for
Fleetwood – so we managed to photograph three
„special‟ trams all in a row. For me personally this
was one of the biggest highlights of the whole
evening, and it didn‟t even involve Starr Gate!
Speaking of the southern terminal, we then had an
uneventful run along the prom back south before
yet another photo stop at Starr Gate, this time at
the unloading stop in darkness. The driver of 147
kindly wound the destination blind to show „STARR GATE‟ to add to the occasion. Whilst heading
back north, we came across the strange sight of illuminated Frigate 736 running backwards – on
an illumination tour! I later learned that the Western Train 733+734 had broken down at Little
Bispham, causing a power failure in this section, and this had prompted 736 to reverse at Bispham.
The car then ran backwards as far as Harrowside, where it became the last tram to use the
crossover there, probably ever, as the points are unlikely to be retained when this section of
tramway is renewed. Indeed, we were very lucky to miss the chaos ourselves as it could easily have
scuppered our plans to visit Thornton.
As we were running rather late by now, the crew required a short break, and so it was decided to
run 147 to Tower and leave it there for a half hour break. Whilst there tour participants got a
chance to see the disgraced Western Train being towed back to depot by Engineering car 754
with its lights switched off (presumably in an attempt to sneak back in without getting too much
attention). Soon it was time for 147 to reverse for what was planned to be its final visit to Starr Gate
of the night... and that‟s where our plans were completely torn apart, but in the best way possible.
I was one of the few passengers riding upstairs on the car, when our conductor came upstairs to
ask for opinions on something. How would we feel about our tour being the very last tram to leave
Starr Gate? My initial response was more disbelief than anythinxg, but as the reality hit home, I was
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very much torn. The practicality of doing the last run was certainly questionable; for a start, how on
earth would I get back to my hotel - but it would be such a special thing to do, could we really say
no? On our way back to Pleasure Beach, the Duty Inspector confirmed that it would indeed be
fine for us to follow the last tram to Starr Gate, despite this never being part of our agenda. So,
after some discussion with the tram crew and our passengers, it was decided to go ahead with it.
Therfore, on arrival at Little Bispham (which should have been the final leg of our tour), a short
break was taken so that the last service car to Starr Gate could pass. Sure enough, after a short
wait, car 718 appeared, it had „Starr Gate‟ on its destination blind, and so we were set off in hot
pursuit!
What followed was a brilliant fast run all the way from Little Bispham to Starr Gate, with just a few
stops en route to let off a few individuals at their chosen locations. Upon arrival at Starr Gate 718
was still sat at the loading stop, so we jumped off in time to see the final normal service depature
going around the loop for the very last time. Our hardworking crew even changed the blinds on
147 to show „DEPOT‟ – not only would the depot be our last port of call, but as one person pointed
out, next time a tram runs to Starr Gate, that is exactly what will be located there! We then got
back onto 147, and enjoyed the ride along New South Promenade. All too soon we reached
Foxhall, where once 718 had cleared the points, we reversed and headed back towards the tram
depot via Manchester Square junction, ending our adventure at about 00:45. That was the end of
a very memorable, very historic and very enjoyable tram ride. By this time all the service trams were
tucked up in bed except for 761, which had done the last full length run from Starr Gate to
Fleetwood before heading back home, and was therefore the last tram in that night (or should I
say morning?).
The next day, any tram that attempted to run to Starr Gate was greeted by barriers across the tram
lines just south of the Pleasure Beach loop, thus confirming that 147 was indeed the final tram to
leave Starr Gate terminus until 2012, and almost definitely the last ever to use the present track
layout. Within a matter of a few days work had already begun on removing some sections of
overhead line along the southern section of tramway, making access even harder.
My thanks must go to my fellow tour organisers for making this fantastic event happen, as well as
Blackpool Transport Services Ltd for their speedy assistance, and all the people who joined us for
the tour. All of your support is most greatly appreciated. Most of all, I think our fantastic crew
deserve a HUGE thank-you for being so incredibly helpful; it really felt like nothing was too much
trouble for them, and I believe that they enjoyed being a part of such a historic event just as much
as
everyone
else
involved. I also owe
my Dad a massive
thank-you in print, for
getting both myself
and a few other hardy
souls who stayed on
147 until the bitter end,
back to our respective
hotels after the last
tram had run in; he
probably won‟t thank
me for the mention,
but needless to say
the
gesture
was
greatly appreciated.
We did it. We made
history!!!

That’s all folks! Days later and any tram trying to contine beyond Pleasure
Beach was met with this site, confirming that indeed the line was now well and
truly closed until 2012.
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So Long, Starr Gate! By Richard Lomas
A special pictorial showing what the Starr Gate terminus looked like on the 18th
September, two weeks after Starr Gate closed.
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Blackpool Illuminations 2009
By Richard Lomas, Gareth Prior, Andrew Waddington and Peter Mowbray
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