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Welcome…
Message from the Assistant Editor...
This issue of Tramways Monthly should probably be dedicated to
the memory of a laptop belonging to our hard-working Editor
Jack Gordon, which decided to expire earlier this month.
Unfortunately, this happened at a point when the magazine
had almost been finished, and all of the work that had been
done duly vanished into a black hole, never to be seen again.
At that point the inevitable grovelling from Jack started, and,
having nothing better to do with my life, I eventually agreed to
step in and produce issue 11. Thankfully most of the material that
was required to go in the magazine had been saved elsewhere,
and so was easily obtainable; however, Jack will happily confirm
that my computer skills are rather more limited than his! For this
reason, Issue 11 is appearing online very late, and for that we
apologise. I hope that its lateness does not spoil what I believe is
another excellent issue; hopefully normal service will be resumed
in time for Issue 12 to be released early in the New Year.
The late release did have one advantage, however – it has
enabled us to include the brilliant news that Blackpool „Boat‟
car 605 has been preserved by the Lancastrian Transport Trust.
You can read all about 605 and the rest of the LTT fleet in the
second installment of our guide to the preserved Blackpool
trams, which is on page 11.
Observant readers may wonder where our coverage of the final
weekend of traditional trams running from Blackpool to
Fleetwood Ferry is. Fear not, this is to be included in our second
magazine supplement – once again, the aforementioned
computer issues have delayed its publication, but we hope to
have it ready later this month, and we also hope that it will be
well worth waiting for! However, for now you can now read my
own review of the superb Leeds Day at Heaton Park – and I
make absolutely no apologies for featuring yet more
photographs of the Eades reversible horse car L53! I do have an
excuse however, as these pictures of the tram are a little
different from the ones we have featured previously... read on to
see what I mean!
Finally, as this is our final issue of 2009, I am left to wish all of our
readers a very Happy Christmas, and here‟s to a Tramtastic New
Year! Thanks for reading and I hope that you enjoy the
magazine!

Andrew Waddington 12/12/09
Tramways Monthly Assistant Editor
andrew.waddington@tramways-monthly.com
Front Cover: As reported in this issue, Blackpool Brush Railcoach 634 was
operated for one last time before leaving its home of 72 years, on 31 st
October. Here the tram is seen alongside the Fitting Shop wall on this
bright autumn day. Andrew Hazlehurst
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Latest News...
Blackpool tramway closes for winter
After the close of service on 8th November, the Blackpool &
Fleetwood tramway closed for winter, and is not expected to
reopen for business until just before Easter next year. After the
excitement of the October half term week, the final week of the
season was largely uneventful except for the various tours which
took place on the last weekend, with single deck trams in control
of all timetabled services. However this did cause a few issues
which led to rebuilt Balloons running top-deck closed due to a
shortage of available single-deckers; whereas earlier in the year
the two illuminated ships had been used on Fleetwood service, this
was not possible in November because these trams were required
for illumination tour duty. Midweek specials during the final week
were in very short supply, but thankfully the 7th & 8th saw a few
more interesting trams running, including Standard car 147 which
was driven by Santa on both days, with all money raised on this
tram
being
donated
to
Children
in
Need.
Since the closure,
the only tram to
creep onto the
promenade has
been Engineering
car 754 which has
been
used
in
connection with
overhead
line
work
near
Pleasure Beach,
along with Reel
Wagon
750 and
one
of
the
Unimog
road
vehicles.

Engineering car 754 attending the overhead line
renewal job at Pleasure Beach on 9th November.
Peter Mowbray

Meanwhile, preparations for track replacement work has also
begun south of Pleasure Beach, and also on the main promenade
section near Central Pier. All track between this point and North
Pier is due for renewal this winter, and the centre track at Tower is
set to be lifted as part of this work. Work is also expected to start on
remodelling the tramway through Fleetwood after Christmas, and
of course this section of the system won't be completed until 2012.

News in brief
Crich closure
Another busy season at the Crich
Tramway Village came to an end
on Sunday 1st November, which
was the attraction's final operating
day of 2009. Cars in servive on the
last day were Glasgow 22 and
Leeds 399 - co-incidentally, the
same two trams as which ran on
the first day of the 2009 season!
Strong winds caused a few
problems on this date which led to
trams running between the Red
Lion pub and Wakebridge only for
part of the day.
The Museum is due to re-open to
the public on 13th February 2010,
and the diary of special events for
next year is now available to view
at
www.tramway.co.uk.
This
includes the annual Enthusiast's
Tram Event which has moved
forward to May, and the August
Bank
Holiday
Extravaganza
weekend which will also include a
celebration to mark the 125th
anniversary of Britain's first electric
street tramway in Blackpool.

Heaton Park unveil new
blog
Heaton Park has become the
latest British tramway to have its
very own Internet blog dedicated
to bringing enthusiasts up-to-date
news and pictures from the
tramway. This follows in the
footsteps of a similar website
dedicated
to
the
transport
collections of Beamish Museum,
which actually inspired this new
blog.
The new blog is being maintained
by the tramway's Operations
Manager, John Whitehouse, and
can
be
viewed
at
http://heatonparktramway.blogsp
ot.com/. Enjoy!

Progress on removing the life-expired track on a
bright winter day near Central Pier. Paul Galley
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News in brief
513 on TDE
A late season surprise occured at
Blackpool on both Monday 2nd
and Tuesday 3rd November, when
Sheffield 513 made a very rare
appearance on the tramway.
That fact alone may seem unusual
enough, but the tram was actually
being used for public driving
courses on both days! As we have
reported before, once a member
of the public completes the first
driving course, he or she may
return for a second time to drive a
different
tram,
and
most
serviceable cars in the fleet are
potentially available. Presumably
someone asked to drive 513, and
they did!
Although not yet confirmed, it is
strongly believed that some of the
vintage trams that visit Blackpool
for next year's 125th anniversary
celebrations will be available for
the public to drive on these
courses - watch this space for
further information!

Balloons
Shop

in

the

Body

Just a few days into winter
2009/2010, two of Blackpool's
famous
Balloon
trams have
already received some workshop
attention. 1980s liveried car 723
has already been through the
Body Shop for some minor
attention to its exterior panelling,
and its place has since been
taken by sister car 713. It is thought
that 713 may become the first of
the refurbished cars to receive
centre platform modifications to
make it compatable with the new
platforms that are set to appear at
tram stops over the next few years.
Although not impossible, it is
thought to be unlikely that 723 will
be so treated, although we could
well be proved wrong!
The most recent major rebuild car,
720, is now in the Paint Shop. It will
be interesting to see whether this
tram is painted in a plain base
colour for the time being, or
whether it receives a more
interesting livery such as a Metro
Coastlines design.

Latest News...
New Blackpool depot is ‘illegal’!
Surely the most worrying tram news of the month, is the revelation
that a High Court hearing has thrown out the proposals for a new
tram depot at Starr Gate, Blackpool, stating that the original
consultation (which was carried out by Blackpool Borough Council)
was not handled properly and is therefore invalid.
Blackpool Borough Council have already re-submitted their plans
for the new building and have also begun another consultation
period which is due to conclude on 10th December. A final
decision on whether or not the depot may be built is expected to
be made by 13th January 2010.
Rather strangely, the 'keep calm and carry on' strategy seems to
have been applied to the project as work on preparing the site at
Starr Gate for the building work will continue whilst the consultation
period is underway. This is presumably because of the tight
deadlines involved, which could result in Government funding for
the tramway upgrade being withdrawn if the project is not
completed within a set timescale that has already been agreed.
The new depot at Starr Gate is of course a key part of the
upgrading of Blackpool's tram system to modern light rail standards,
and has been designed to house the 16 new 'Supertrams' that are
expected to arrive in the town in 2011-12. Although some of the
decisions made with regards to this depot have not been entirely
well received, the building is absolutely essential to the survival of
the tramway, and a negative decision at this stage could have
dire consequences for the system. Some enthusiasts have been
quick to suggest that the exisiting tram shed at Rigby Road should
remain in use instead, but this building is almost life-expired and
would need to be demolished and rebuilt from the ground up to
be a viable long-term prospect, prompting the inevitable problem
of where to store the heritage trams it houses whilst this work is
done. Considerable re-modelling of the depot layout would also
be required in order to house articulated trams. As well as the
above, the land at Rigby Road is believed to be very valuable and so you can see there are many reasons why retaining the
existing shed is not a realistic option. All we can now do is hope
that common sense will win the day, and that the Starr Gate depot
will be built as planned and that the tramway can soon move on
from this sorry saga, hopefully with the support of tram enthusiasts.

Removal of tram track along New South Promenade in
progress on 10th November. Peter Mowbray
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Latest News...
Brush car 634 leaves Blackpool
On Monday 9th November, Blackpool Brush Railcoach 634 left its
home town for a new life at the Rushden Transport Museum in
Northamptonshire. The tram was bought by an enthusiast a few
months ago for display in the
634 posed on Blundell Street on 31st
October. Andrew Hazlehurst
museum, who eventually
hope to operate it with
power
supplied
by
a
generator unit. The tram was
taken to its new home by
Scott's Haulage and arrived
there that evening, being
unloaded
by
about
7:00pm. Just
before
the
move, the tram was fitted
with old-style black and white destination blinds by Blackpool
Transport which will considerably enhance its appearance once it is
repainted in green and cream. Since arriving at its new home,
some of 634's lower body panels at one end have already been
removed, revealing that as thought, the body of the tram is in very
good condition.
Prior to departure, 634 had one last airing on Saturday 31st October,
for the benefit of Rushden Historical Transport Society members.
Although the tram didn't make it onto the promenade, it was
displayed on the depot track fan and ran a few trips around the
depot area. 634 looks surprisingly well despite having been in store
for five years, and will certainly make a superb museum piece.

Crich becomes Leeds for a day
On Sunday 15th November Crich became Leeds for a day, as the
BBC rolled into the museum to film parts for a new film to be shown
on BBC One in the new year.
The film - written by Leeds based writer Kay Mellor - is loosely based
on the life of Kay's mother Betty, and is set in the 1950s and 1980s.
The film will star Billie Piper (of Doctor Who, Secret Diary Of A Call Girl
and The Shadow In The North fame) as Betty who falls in love with a
Polish neighbour which has disastrous consequences. Also starring
are Theo James, Andrew Lee Potts, Alun Armstrong and others.
Filming at the museum used the recently overhauled Leeds 180, a
1931 original Leeds tram, an example of one that was seen on the
streets of Leeds during the 1950s. Commenting on the filming
Andrew Willis, Marketing Director at Crich said „When the BBC
approached us about the filming we were only too pleased to help.
We not only have a genuine Leeds tram from the period but also an
authentic street scene, it will really add authenticity to the film.‟
Appropriately enough the date of the filming was just a week past
the 50th Anniversary of the closure of the Leeds system. Filming
started in October and the film is due to be shown on BBC One
during 2010.
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News in brief
New wheels for Leeds
horse tram
Since the article we featured in
last month's Tramways Monthly,
the restoartion of Leeds 107 - the
double-deck horse tram which is
currently being rebuilt by members
of the Leeds Transport Historical
Society - has made further
progress. A notable milestone
occured on 4th November, when
the first chilled iron wheels for 107
were cast in Huddersfield. These
are believed to be the first chilled
iron wheels to be cast for a tram in
Britain in more than one hundred
years and will make 107 unique in
preservation;
if
you
know
otherwise though, please do write
in to let us know!
Meanwhile, work on the body of
the tram over the past few weeks
has included application of a
coat of primer to the body
panelling which had already been
sanded and filled. Work on the
roof sticks has also progressed
well, and assembly of the roof is
likely to commence soon.

Tramways Monthly Stats
During November 2009, we had
1447 unique visitors to the website,
and 6.99 GB of bandwith was
used. The busiest day was the 7th
November. Issue 9 had a total of
368
downloads
during
this
reporting period. In total, there
were 119574 “hits” across the site.
Our forum had 786 unique visitors,
20097 hits and over 355MB of data
was transferred.
Of these statistics:
*Unique visits, bandwidth, total hits
and Issue downloads were down
on last month.
*Forum unique visitors, total hits
and bandwidth were also down
on last month.

News in brief
Corrections
In last month‟s magazine, we
incorrectly stated that Amsterdam
474 at the East Anglia Transport
Museum is the only Dutch tram in
the UK. This should in fact have
said that 474 is the only
operational Dutch tram in this
country – we forgot that Crich
Tramway Village also have a
Dutch tram, in the form of Den
Haag PCC car 1147. Clearly 1147
has been in Depot 6 for so long
that we forgot it existed! Thanks to
the observant Tramways Monthly
readers who took the time to
contact us regarding this error.
Also last month, our special Leeds
tram pictorial contained a photo
claiming to show Leeds 399 in an
unrestored condition. The tram
depicted was in fact Leeds 180,
not 399, and so we apologise for
any confusion that this mistake
may have caused. The shape of
the car‟s windows, as well as the
flush body panels and the torpedo
vents all give away the fact that
this is a Leeds Horsfield tramcar.
Our thanks go to Dan Heeley who
pointed this out to us. Just to jog
your memories, here is another
chance to see the picture in
question, below. It was taken by
Richard Lomas.

Latest News...
Christmas comes early at Beamish
It's becoming to look a lot like Christmas... no, it's not an annoying
TV advertisement, but rather the start of a mammoth seasonal
event at Beamish Museum! The event began on Saturday 14th
November and kicked off with a festive street fair.
Of most interest to us however, was the intensive tram service which
saw no less than four of the Museum's five operational trams in
action on this day. Sunderland 16 was decorated for the event and
ran throughout the day along with Beamish 196, whilst both
Gateshead 10 and Blackpool 31 ran during the morning and
afternoon, with a break part way through the day for lunch. Riding
on the open top deck of 31 was surely an experience that visitors
won't forget in a hurry! Due to the main street in the town being
blocked by stalls, the trams in service had to reverse at this point,
instead of running in a continuous circle as is normally the case.
As an added bonus, Sheffield 264 was also extracted from its usual
resting place at the back of the depot to be displayed in the town,
and it too was decorated. 264 was withdrawn from service some
time ago as it is in a very poor condition, and looks very shabby
indeed after being extensively used for many years, as it was the
only double-deck enclosed tram in the fleet until car 16 was
restored. However, 264 has made a few appearances for various
events this year, and hopefully before too long it will receive a
major overhaul to get it back into full running order.
For anyone interested in a vintage tram fix this winter, the Beamish
Christmas event is set to run up to and including January 3rd. As
well as trams there are countless other attractions at the musuem
including many period buildings, and there will be lots of extra
activities running throughout the holiday season to keep the whole
family entertained. During Christmas adults can visit for just £10,
which is a very good deal for anyone wishing to sample the delights
of this fantastic museum. Children can also visit Father Christmas in
his traditional grotto for a small additional charge.

Blackpool 31 goes green!
Staying on the theme of Beamish Museum, it has been confirmed
that Blackpool 31 is to receive a minor overhaul this winter, which
will see the tram repainted in green works car livery in time for the
second annual 'Power from the Past' event which is due to take
place in April 2010. This tram ran for many years as a works car and
although it won't be possible to recreate its exact appearance in
this guise - most notably the tram would need windscreens and an
overhead inspection tower to be fitted - it will certainly be a novel
attraction for the event. As expected, 31 will then need to be
repainted again in its more familiar red, white and teak livery in
readiness for its anticipated visit to Blackpool for the much
anticipated 125th anniversary celebrations.
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Special Feature...
Leeds Day at Heaton Park Tramway

By Andrew Waddington

While Tramways Monthly Editor Jack Gordon and many others were having fun on the Fylde Coast,
I was having an equally good time at Manchester. There, an event was taking place to
commemorate the 50th anniversary of Leeds‟ last tram, at Heaton Park – the only tramway to do
anything to mark this occasion. The event took place on Sunday 8 th November; just one day after
the exact anniversary date.
Obviously, Leeds 6 was the main focus of many of the
day‟s events. This car has now been fitted with platform
doors at one end (the other end will follow imminently),
and looks much better for this addition. Also in service
throughout the day was Manchester 765, which was
wearing a wreath of poppies around its headlamp at
one end to acknowledge Remembrance Day. The other
two trams at Heaton Park were on static display at the
start of the event, and both cars were in disguise!
Blackpool works car 752 had added white Leeds-style
Leeds 6 shows off its newly refitted platform doors.
fleet numbers to represent a Leeds snowbroom car, but
Andrew Hazlehurst
far more striking was the alteration made to Manchester
L53. This had been partly repainted in the early Leeds colours of yellow and brown, and looked
fantastic! As Leeds had three Eades reversible horse trams, this repaint was actually very
appropriate, and L53 even carried the number of one of them, „57‟, on its dash. Despite a few bits
of red still being visible, a superb job had been done on this tram, and the MTMS deserve full credit
for going to so much trouble to carry out this partial repaint for just one event.
After various photo opportunities and a short service for Remembrance Day, the first big event of
the day was a late morning Leeds tram and bus procession. This consisted of L53 – or should I say,
Leeds 57? – being pushed by 6, with two preserved Leeds buses following. This convoy were posed
in a line before running as a convoy from the Middleton Road park gates to the tram depot,
before the buses were put on display close by. At this point I should record that the buses, both
visiting from the Keighley Bus Museum, were single-deck Leyland Tiger PS1 28, and AEC Regent 139,
both of which are painted in different shades of blue.
After the procession, a short dedication service took
place near the depot. Alex Brown, one of the men
who was responsible for saving Leeds 6, as well as
making many other contributions to the tram
preservation movement, has sadly passed away
recently, and so the Leeds event was a fitting
occasion to remember his good work. After
speeches by John Whitehouse (representing the
Heaton Park Tramway) and two members of the
Leeds Transport Historical Society, a plaque
dedicated to Alex‟s memory was unveiled inside car
A line-up of four Leeds vehicles: the two visiting
buses, horse car ‘57’ and Leeds 6, near the depot.
6. His brother David Brown then drove 6 for a round
Andrew Hazlehurst
trip, supervised by expert tram driver Alan Williams. 6
then entered service for the remainder of the day, and was joined shortly afterwards by horse car
57/L53, hauled by shire horses Bob and Jake from Latham Shires. I wonder if they realised that the
tram they have become used to pulling had been painted in different colours!? On this occasion
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the horse tram was only operated between Middleton Road and a temporary stop just past the
depot, due to concerns about the horses struggling with the slope. A more unusual ride was also
offered on the Leyland Tiger which operated a couple of trips around the park and up to Heaton
Hall, to the delight of those enthusiasts present who were keen to sample an alternative Leeds
vehicle in action.

Manchester L53 in its very impressive Leeds colours,
seen at Middleton Road about to be turned around.
Tony Waddington

The final event – and one of the highlights of the entire
day – came towards the end of the afternoon. This
was a double tram/bus parallel run, featuring both of
the vintage buses. One of these ran along the tram
lines from depot to Middleton Road in parallel with
tramcar 6, whilst the other followed close behind in
parallel with 765. It looked truly spectacular and was
absolutely brilliant for filming and photography! On
arrival at Middleton Road, the gates were opened
allowing the buses to depart, and the horse box
followed them out, as by this time Jake and Bob had
finished work for the day. It was then left to the two
electric passenger trams to bring the day‟s events to a
close.

However, as some of the visitors were interested in
staying until darkness fell, the tram service continued
some two hours longer than the advertised finish time
of 4:00pm. Having been parked on the depot
Manchester 765 runs in parallel alongside one of the
approach
Leeds buses.
track
all day,
Tony Waddington
Blackpool 752
was finally coaxed onto the main line and did a few trips
up and down the tramway, usually following either 6 or
765. All three electric cars were therefore operating
simultaneously, with 6 and 765 giving those who stayed
late the rare opportunity of a tram ride to Lakeside in
darkness. It says a lot about how dark it was, when a
regular member of the tramway team wasn‟t sure exactly
Works car 752 seen posing as Leeds snowbroom
where he was during a trip on Leeds 6!
4 near the depot!
Andrew Hazlehurst

So in conclusion, despite a relatively poor turnout due to
the events taking place at Fleetwood on the same day, the Leeds day was another excellent
event from Heaton Park – perhaps even better than the works car event which took place almost
one year earlier. Hopefully the next time an event of this scale takes place at the park, the MTMS
will be rewarded with a bigger enthusiast attendance; however, those who did visit all seemed to
enjoy themselves, as did all of the volunteers who worked so hard to put on such a fantastic event.
Well done team, and roll on 28th March 2010, when the tramway will be celebrating its own 30 th
anniversary in fine style.
Left: As mentioned in the main article above, part of the Leeds
Day was the unveiling of a plaque in memory of dedicated tram
enthusiast Alex Brown, which has been fitted inside car 6. As well
as helping to secure Leeds 6 for preservation, Alex was also
involved in the preservation of the only surviving Leeds horse
tram, 107, and played a very important role with his local
enthusiast group. He will be greatly missed.
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‘Tram of the Year’ 2009
It’s that time of year again! The ever-popular website ‘British Trams Online’ has now opened its annual poll to
decide which British tramcar has made the biggest impact in tram world during the past twelve months.
Here, BTO Webmaster Gareth Prior reviews the three special trams which form this year’s shortlist, and gives
a brief summary of why each of them is nominated this year.
Blackpool Illuminated Western Train 733+734
Why is it nominated? A return to service after a major restoration
One of the most hotly anticipated return to the rails of recent years Blackpool Illuminated Western Train
733+734 has been turning heads throughout the 2009 Blackpool Illuminations having undergone a major
restoration funded through the Heritage Lottery Fund. The trams last ran at the end of the 1999 Illuminations
and during that 10 year hiatus they had been much missed and there was even a campaign by the
Blackpool Gazette to get the Train back onto the rails. Following its restoration 733+734 first ran on the Prom
on Wednesday 15th April on test with the first passenger journey undertaken on Tuesday 12th May followed
two days later by the official launch. Another notable outing was at Totally Transport during June when they
ran a couple of special tours from Harrowside to Little Bispham, Starr Gate and back to Harrowside before
they settled into a regular patten of Illumination Tours in September, October and early November. Despite
a few teething problems the tram has proved popular with enthusiasts and general public alike.
Cardiff 131
Why is it nominated? Completion of restoration to help celebrate 50 years of Crich
For the first time a works car is on the shortlist for the award with Cardiff 131. 131 was restored in the
Workshops at Crich as it was the very first tram on the site back in 1959 and it was decided to help celebrate
the 50th anniversary it would return to working order. Looking resplendent in the maroon and cream colours
of Cardiff Corporation Tramways the Water Car was restored in Crich's own workshops and played a starring
role at the Crich50 celebrations over the Spring Bank Holiday weekend in late May and was the first tram in
the major cavalcade on the Sunday of this event. The tram is now being used at the Crich Tramway Village
on a fairly regular basis as part of the Works fleet.
Manchester Metrolink 3001
Why is it nominated? The first of 40 new M5000 LRVs
3001 became the first of the M5000 class of LRVs to arrive in Manchester on Monday 13th July 2009. 40 of
these vehicles have been ordered to operate the new Metrolink routes due to start opening from 2011 and
also to help relieve overcrowding on the current routes. The first of M5000s have now started daytime testing
and are expected to enter service by the end of the year.
Now, it’s over to you! To vote for the British Trams Online
‘Tram of the Year’ for 2009, just head over to –
www.britishtramsonline.co.uk. There is a box listing the
three nominated trams on the website home page, as
well as link to the ‘Tram of the Year’ page which explains
more about the competition, and the lucky trams which
have won in previous years.
Left: The current ‘Tram of the Year’ champion is of
course the magnificent Blackpool Balloon car 717,
which received the top prize in the previous contest
following its heritage refurbishment. This photograph
sees the tram at Pleasure Beach in September 2009, and
was taken by Andrew Waddington.

9

Tramways Monthly Novmber 2009

Tramways Monthly November 2009 10

Special Feature...
Blackpool Trams: Where Are They Now? – Part Two
By Andrew Waddington & Jack Gordon
After a one month break to make space for our ‘Leeds special’, we now resume our review of all of
the former Blackpool trams that have found salvation with preservation groups and museums. Don’t
forget that Part One of this special feature – which focussed on the national tram collection at Crich
Tramway Village in Derbyshire – is still available in issue 9, which can still be downloaded from our
website.
The Lancastrian Transport Trust
This month, we continue our look at the various Blackpool trams that have been preserved around
the world, by focussing on the collection of the Lancastrian Transport Trust. This charitable
organisation began life as the Lancastrian Transport Group back in 1983; becoming the LTT in 1996,
with charitable status being granted in 2000. Originally a collection of buses from the local area,
the Trust has added a number of Blackpool tramcars to its preserved fleet over the years. The first
acquisition was the sole Coronation tram retaining its VAMBAC equipment, and when Steve Burd
took over as Managing Director of Blackpool Transport Services Ltd in 2002, he donated three more
surplus trams to the Trust. In more recent times the mothballed fleet have provided opportunities to
add more cars to the collection, and it is expected that the arrival of a new fleet of supertrams in
Blackpool in the next few years will lead to more vehicles becoming available for preservation.
Just recently, the LTT‟s growing collection has been enhanced by no less than three more
Blackpool trams – namely Brush Railcoach 632, Balloon 703 and most recently, Boat car 605. In
addition to this trio, withdrawn Trailer 687 has also recently been acquired to provide spare parts to
assist with the restoration of other vehicles, and the controllers from scrapped Balloon 722 have
been used in the restoration of the Trust‟s open balcony Standard car 143.
The LTT collection is not based at one place, but many of their vehicles are housed in a secure
building at the Clifton Drive Industrial Estate on Brinwell Road, near Mereside, Blackpool which is
opened up to the public for occasional open days. Some of the trams remain in store at the main
tram depot at Rigby Road, however, whilst others can be seen in operation on the tramway.
For further details about the activities of the LTT and how you can support this fantastic charity,
please take a look at their website: www.ltt.org.uk. Regular supporters are rewarded with free
tickets to attend tram and bus tours organised by the Trust, and the site gives further information on
how you can get involved. If you wish to support their tram restoration projects in particular, you
may wish to contribute towards the Blackpool Tramcar Preservation Fund, which will ensure that
none of your money will go towards vehicles of the rubber-tyred variety! Regular readers may
remember that this fund recently benefitted from a donation from Tramways Monthly, in the form
of revenue from ticket sales on our tram tour a few months ago.
Read on for more detailed information about all ten of the LTT‟s preserved trams, some of which
are expected to play a major role in next year‟s event to mark the 125 th anniversary of tramcar
operation in Blackpool. Our thanks go to Paul Turner of the LTT for checking the information and
providing us with corrected details on the trams where necessary.
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Blackpool OMO 8
This is one of two preserved examples of a once thirteen strong class of tramcars - the other being
car 5 which is stored awaiting restoration by the Tramway Museum Society. Like all of the OMOs, 8
started life as an English Electric Railcoach, but was rebuilt into its current form in the 1970s, as part
of an effort to minimise running costs on the tramway by introducing trams that could be operated
without a conductor for the winter service. 8 was one of the last OMO cars to run in Blackpool, and
one of just four to receive the standard green and cream fleet livery in the 1980s. It remained in use
until May 1992, and was then set aside. It was originally expected to find a new home with the TMS
with car 5 staying in Blackpool as a tram of special interest, but a change in company policy saw
plans to reinstate an OMO to the running fleet dropped, and 5 was selected for preservation
instead. However, the Lancastrian Transport Trust had expressed an interest in carrying out some
remedial work on OMO 8 so that it could be used on a limited basis for enthusiast events, and
although this scheme was not pursued, the Trust maintained an interest in the tram, and in 2002
accepted it as part of their growing collection of trams.
During summer 2005, car 8 passed through the workshops at Rigby Road for the first stage of its
restoration, to enable the tram to become an attractive static exhibit at the LTT's depot open days.
This involved replacement of most of the body panels, and the fitting of saloon windows salvaged
from sister car 10 which was being scrapped at the time. A superb job was completed with a
repaint in the striking 'plum and custard' liveries originally applied to the OMO fleet so that
passengers could distinguish them from crew trams. At the end of the year 8 moved to the LTT's
own premises; however, it is very much hoped that it will return to the tramway to take part in the
upcoming 125th anniversary celebrations next September. The tram will require further mechanical
attention before it can run again, and will have to follow behind other Trust projects, but the
thought of seeing the tram back on the promenade again after so many years away is certainly a
very exciting one!
Blackpool Standard 143
Yet another preserved Standard car, 143 is currently being restored to a condition similar to
Balcony 40, but without the enclosed platforms. The tram, like so many others, owes its survival to
use as a works vehicle following withdrawal from passenger service, which saw it fitted with an
overhead inspection tower. Initially only the centre of its upper deck was cut out to accommodate
this, but in later years 143 was decapitated and became an open topper. It continued its regular
duties like this, carrying the fleet number 753, until 1990 when the diesel engine - which was fitted so
that the tram could run even when the overhead power was switched off - caught fire, which
severely damaged a tram that was, in fairness, already in a very tired condition. The building of a
brand new Engineering car, 754, to replace it led to hopes that 753 would be restored to its former
glory, but realising the huge amount of work that would be needed, BTS opted to acquire sister car
147 from an American museum and restored it instead.
However, 753's condition did not deter the LTT, who were given the tram in 2002. The tram has since
been the subject of a huge restoration project, and the car is being rebuilt in several parts which
will later be reassembled at Rigby Road. Restoration of the lower saloon is now approaching
completion, whilst the bogies have been refurbished by Blackpool Transport as their contribution to
the project. Upon completion 143 will be fitted with air brakes, but should otherwise be in the most
original condition of any surviving Standard. It will also no doubt be very much in demand with
enthusiasts, who will undoubtedly be very keen to photograph the tram next to car 147, which has
been operating back in its home town since 2002.
Blackpool English Electric Railcoach 279
This tram started life as one of 45 English Electric Railcoaches, built in 1935. They were the largest
class of tram ever in Blackpool, but those that survive have all been drastically rebuilt, leaving none
in original appearance with pointed ends. For many years tram enthusiasts have felt that
something should be done to rectify this situation, and finally in 2008, the LTT decided to convert
one of the 1960s rebuilds back to near-original appearance, in time for the 125th anniversary of the
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Blackpool tramway in 2010. The chosen tram was 679, which had been rebuilt with flat ends in the
early 'sixties to tow a trailer. However, 679 had spent most of its subsequent years running as a
single car, becoming known as an Ex-Towing Railcoach for obvious reasons! Over the years the
tram carried a number of advertising liveries, the most distinctive being one for'Mecca Bingo' that it
ran with for part of the 1994 season. Whilst the advert itself wasn't all that memorable, the car had
two large fibreglass bears fitted on its roof, which was very striking indeed! In later years the tram
regained its popular 1980s livery complete with a thick green band below the windows for the 70th
anniversary of the streamlined trams in 2004 - but despite this, and the fact the tram was in
excellent condition, it was mothballed later that year and remained in store until it was selected for
the LTT project four years later. After operating for a farewell event in November 2008, 679 was
transferred to Brinwell Road in April 2009, and is now in the process of being returned to its earlier
condition.
Blackpool Brush Railcoach 287
This tram was one of twenty to be built in 1937 by Brush of
Loughborough, to a similar design to the English Electric
Railcoaches built three years earlier. Whereas most of the
Brush cars received various modifications over the years such as panelling-over of their curved roof glass and
replacement of the old style double destination screens
with a single, larger screen - 287 was chosen for use by
the Permanent Way department in 1971 and has
therefore been altered considerably less than the rest.
The tram, owned by the Council and later renumbered
259, was normally used to tow a crane mounted on the
underframe of another Brush car, for use in connection
with track renewal jobs. It received no workshop
attention for many years and consequently ended up
looking very sorry for itself. However, its original features
made it a good candidate for preservation, and when
the large scale use of contractors for major trackwork led
to the car seeing very little use, the LTT approached the
Council with a view to acquiring the tram to restore it as
a passenger car. This was finally agreed in 2005,
however, the tram remains stored at Rigby Road buried
Brush car 287/259 looking very sorry for itself in
on Pit 1 in the tram depot awaiting its turn for restoration.
the depths of Rigby Road depot. Notice the
A partial strip-down of the tram has already been carried
double destination screens. Andrew Waddington
out however, and this has revealed that despite its
battered external appearance, the body frame is actually in reasonably good condition and
restoring this tram to original condition should be easier than was first thought.
Blackpool Coronation 304

304 at Fleetwood Ferry on 8th November whilst operating
an enthusiast tour. Gareth Prior
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The subject of an episode of 'Salvage Squad' on
Channel 4, 304 is the sole remaining Coronation
fitted with VAMBAC (Variable Automatic
Multinotch Braking And Control) controls, and one
of just three cars fitted with VAMBAC
equipment in the UK. It is the Trust's sole operable
car on the Blackpool tramway and is always
popular when it is out on the prom. The tram was
the first of 25 trams built for Blackpool by Charles
Roberts of Wakefield in 1952-3, and inevitably the
timing of their appearance earned them the
name of 'Coronation' class. They were also the

last new trams to be introduced by the legendary General Manager of Blackpool Corporation
Transport, the late Walter Luff, but unfortunately they were far less succesful than the earlier
Balloons, Boats and Railcoaches. The new controls proved to be incredibly complex and this led to
seemingly endless problems, whilst the 20-ton steel bodies were considered much too heavy,
which had an adverse effect on the axles, though this was quickly resolved. Many of the cars had
their VAMBAC equipment replaced with conventional control gear during the 1960s, but this
merely prolonged the inevitable for a batch of non standard cars in a declining fleet. Withdrawal
of the class began in 1968 and eventually left just one tram, 660, in Blackpool. 304 (latterly
numbered 641) had a lucky escape though, and was saved for preservation. The tram moved
around the country a few times, including time spent at the TMS Clay Cross store, and then went to
the St Helens Transport Museum. After making steady progress on restoring this beast back to
running order for several years, the Lancastrian Transport Trust managed to convince the producers
of the popular 'Salvage Squad' television series, who provided financial support to get the tram
back into running order. 304 returned to Blackpool in 2002, almost exactly 50 years after its arrival,
and by January 2003 it was operational. Further problems with the VAMBAC equipment delayed
the tram's entry into public service, but today it is used mainly for enthusiast tours, with occasional
appearances on specials giving holidaymakers the chance to experience this most luxurious of
British trams.
Blackpool Open Boat 605
As this issue of Tramways Monthly was being put
together, we learnt the fantastic news that Open
Boat car 605 has become the latest tram to join the
LTT‟s preserved fleet. 605 has been in regular service
right up until the end of the 2009 illuminations, but
can now be considered withdrawn and is likely to
move to the Brinwell Road storage depot before
long.
The tram led a fairly uneventful existence for many
years; indeed, it spent the late „eighties stored out of
605 at North Pier in ideal weather conditions on 30th
August 2008. Andrew Waddington
service with worn tyres. However, in 1990 the Fylde
Tramway Society decided to sponsor the tram, and
it was duly repainted in its original style green & cream livery, complete with the FTS emblem on the
side panels in place of Blackpool Corporation crests. This was later replaced by a much larger logo
in the trolley tower however, due to repeated vandalism of the stickers. In 1998, the sponsorship
contract was transferred onto pioneer car 600, which led to two 1930s liveried Boats operating for
a while. In October of that year, 605 was treated to a further repaint in wartime green & cream.
Although this was not historically accurate as the Boats never carried this particular livery, the
finished result looked absolutely superb and proved to be an instant hit with enthusiasts, and it also
looked particularly good alongside similar liveried Balloon car 700. A rather strange co-incidence
happened in September 2008, when 605 became the FTS sponsored Boat car for the second time
in its life – this was because 600‟s trolley tower adverts had been replaced by Union Jacks after the
tram was named „Duchess of Cornwall‟ following a Royal visit earlier that year.
Although no less than three Boats have been preserved in the USA, 605 is the first of its class to be
preserved here in the UK, and hopefully the fact that it has been set aside as a historic car will
appease the enthusiasts who were unhappy at the prospect of the Boats that are retained by
Blackpool Transport receiving a modern skirt and bumper arrangement.
Blackpool Brush Railcoach 632
One of the Trust's most recent acquisitions, Brush 632 was the fourth Brush car to enter preservation
on the week ending November 1st, and is the second example to be taken by the LTT. The tram is
a pretty unremarkable example of its type, which is classed as 'unrefurbished' as it never received
some of the extensive modifications fitted to some of its sister trams, such as fixed bus seats and
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modern lighting. Like most Brush cars 632 has worn its fair share of colourful all-over advert designs,
the last one being a striking advert for 'The Sea Life Centre' which was applied in 2004. The tram still
carries the same livery to this day.
It is expected that this tram, which has not run since the
infamous fleet cull of November 2004, will be retained in the
condition it is now to show how the cars evolved over their
working life from the late seventies onwards. It should therefore
ultimately provide an interesting contrast with fellow Brush car
287 (see above), which is expected to reappear in an earlier
condition when it is eventually restored.
Blackpool Coronation 663
The Trust actually own two Coronation cars, with this, 663 being
the other example. Unlike 304, 663 was fitted with equipment
from a scrapped Railcoach in 1966 which helped to ensure its
survival in service until 1975. During this time the tram was
repainted in a very drab half green/half cream livery which
certainly did not flatter the stylish lines of the tram - indeed, the
tram retains this livery to this day. Following withdrawal, 663 was The result of five years in store is a dustprivately preserved and ended up with the West Yorkshire
covered 632, pictured here from
September 2009. Andrew Waddington
Transport
Museum,
Bradford.
A
multi-million
pound
redevelopment of this collection led to a rethink of the
museum's collecting policy, and several vehicles were declared surplus to requirements - including
663 and a Brussels snow broom tram. Whilst the
latter was preserved at Crich, 663 came close to
being scrapped, but thankfully a tram enthusiast
stepped in to buy it and 663 was stored for a
while at St Helens, where it kept sister car 304
company! Later purchased by the LTT, it returned
to Blackpool in April 2002 and is presently stored
at Brinwell Road. The car has not run for many
years and there are currently no plans to restore
it within the next few years, but it can be viewed
at the occasional LTT open days held during the
Contrasting with the magnificent Coronation 304 is sister car
year.
663, seen here at the LTT depot at Brinwell Road. Tony
Waddington

Blackpool Balloon 703
The first Balloon to enter preservation, 703 joined
632 by being acquired a few weeks ago. The
tram was running right up until earlier this year,
when it was withdrawn with - amongst numerous
other defects - a badly leaking roof. Its poor
condition is due to the fact that 703 has received
no major workshop attention since the
1960s, and it was subsequently selected for
preservation as it is the last car in the guise of the
1960s refurbishments, when it lost many of its
traditional features. It is one of just four Balloons
A classic scene from Pleasure Beach in 2006, with two green
that retain roof windows (the others being 700,
and cream Balloons – 700 & 703 – passing.
Tony Waddington
717 and 721) as well as other traditional features
such as swingover seats, half-drop saloon
windows and varnished interior woodwork. Its historic value has been recognised by Blackpool
Transport over the years, as it has been chosen to receive some interesting liveries. In 1995 it was
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painted in the wartime style of green and cream later carried by car 700, and was even
temporarily refitted with a trolley arm in place of a pantograph to help commemorate the 50th
anniversary of VE Day that year. Then in 1999, 703 moved forward four decades with a further
repaint in 1980s style livery. This actually filled a gap in history, as 703 had never previously been
painted in this livery! The tram regained the same style when it was repainted again in 2003, and
remained a very popular car right up until its final days in passenger service, in June this year.
Blackpool 'Rocket' 732
Possibly the most iconic and unusual tram ever to grace the Blackpool Tramway is this, the
Illuminated Rocket. Built on the underframe of „Pantograph‟ car 168 (a sister of car 167 which is
now preserved at Crich), the Rocket debuted in autumn 1961 and was only the second illuminated
tram to be designed to carry passengers on tours of the illuminations. It was named 'Tramnik One'
but in later years this name was sacrificed to create advertising space, in order to gain additional
revenue from the tram. The car, numbered 732 in later years, remained an extremely popular
feature of the annual autumn illuminations, but became increasingly unreliable during the late
1990s. The poor structural condition,
combined with a desperate need to
completely rewire the tram, led to it being
withdrawn after the 1999 season along
with the equally popular Western Train.
The decision to take both trams off the
road was very poorly received, but BTS
insisted that the money required to rebuild
both trams for continued use could not
be justified in view of the low mileages
that they would operate. There were also
concerns about health and safety issues
with 732‟s rear doors, which mean that
A classic ‘90s view of the Rocket next to the Fitting Shop.
passengers have to board and alight from
Tony Waddington
the tram in the middle of the track.
However, some good news came in 2002 when the Rocket was donated to the Lancastrian
Transport Trust. To celebrate, the tram even operated a special farewell tour for LTT members, but
sadly plans to take the tram to Fleetwood one last time were thwarted when its lifeguard became
smashed near Thornton Gate. The tram is still housed in the Rigby Road depot and there have
been suggestions that it could be restored as a mobile tableaux, but whatever happens it is good
to know that this tram has a safe future with its new owners.

Coming soon at www.tramways-monthly.com :
The second ‘Tramways Monthly’ Supplement – featuring full coverage of the Lancastrian
Transport Trust’s ‘Farewell to Fleetwood’ events weekend which took place on 7th-8th
November, including a detailed report and photos of the tram tours that took place.
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Farewell to car 634

This month, we mark the passing of Blackpool 634 into preservation, with this special photo feature.
Our first scene takes us back to 1996, with 634 showing off arguably its most popular livery: this
advert design for the ‘Terror Train’ ride at Coral Island. Here the tram is pictured on the Pleasure
Beach outer loop. Tony Waddington

Summer 2001 saw 634 painted in this pleasing advert livery for ‘Cala Gran’ caravan park which
lasted until it was mothballed in November 2004. It then sat idle until it was brought out for a final
appearance on 31st October 2009 – and it was even cleaned for the occasion! Andrew Hazlehurst
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We now see 634 being prepared to be loaded for its road journey to Northamptonshire on 9th
November. Notice by this time that the tram had been fitted with more tasteful black & white
destination blinds in place of its previous ‘day-glo’ blinds. Gareth Prior

Finally, we see 634 at its new home – the Rushden Transport Museum. Since this photo was taken
Monthly
work has started on an interior restoration of Tramways
the tram. Jason
CrossNovember 2009 18

Track Renewal at Crich Town End

Just another day at Crich Tramway Village, with London Transport 1622 approaching Town End, with
the famous TARDIS on the right. Just a few weeks after this picture was taken, this track was dug up
for replacement. Jason Cross

Heavy machinery in place ready to start work on removing the worn crossover at Town End, with
Glasgow 812 at the temporary Red Lion terminus in the background. Richard Lomas
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We now see work in progress, with the crossover itself now lifted, along with a short section of track
leading towards it. Richard Lomas

As mentioned above, trams have had to turn short outside the Red Lion pub whilst trackwork was in
Tramways
Monthly
November
progress, as demonstrated here by Leeds 399 & Blackpool
‘Standard’
40. Richard
Lomas 2009 20

Glasgow 22 & Liverpool 869 face a large hole where the Tramway Street used to be!
Richard Lomas

We now see the concrete base which was laid before the new crossover was installed. Nearby, the
TARDIS has
been hidden
by 2009
a wooden board to protect it from the machinery! Richard Lomas
Monthly
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Finally, we get our first look at the newly laid set of points which have been mounted on top of the
concrete base. Richard Lomas

Our final shot shows that the points have been connected up to the main line, and now the area
awaits resurfacing. It is hoped to include more photos of the track renewal project, including the
finished job, in a future edition of Tramways Monthly. Richard Lomas
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And Finally...

As reported earlier in this issue, Manchester 765 was recently decorated with poppies at one end
to commemorate Remembrance Sunday at Heaton Park (pictured above). This reminded us of the
original 'Poppy Tram' - Blackpool Ex-Towing Car 678. So, here is an archive shot of 678 in its special
Poppy advert livery, taken in July 1998. Sponsored by the Royal British Legion, this advert originally
promoted a poppy scratchcard game, but this was later replaced by pictured of the Spice Girls,
who famously acted as spokeswomen for the charity. The tram was later repainted in a different
livery for the same advertiser in 2000, and then received an advertisement for Radio Wave in 2004
which lasted until the car was withdrawn from use a few years ago.
We‟ve already featured the work in progress to lay
new track at Crich‟s Town End terminus – but we
couldn‟t resist including this superb photograph from
Richard Lomas which shows two of Tramways
Monthly Editor Jack Gordon‟s favourite trams,
London Transport 1622 and Metropolitan 331, at this
location shortly before work commenced.
Back Cover Photo: Manchester Eades reversible
horse tram L53 disguised as Leeds 57 for the recent
Leeds event at Heaton Park on November 8 th.
IA new range of tram photo CDs, available from early November...

Available to buy NOW, are a selection of CDs containing superb tram photographs. All of these discs have
been produced to a very high standard with images printed onto the discs, and all profits from sales will be
donated to the Manchester Transport Museum Society.
*Blackpool Tramway Summer 2009 - 150 photos including the
restored Western Train, rare appearances from Stockport 5 & Sheffield 513,
and all the latest advert liveries
*Blackpool Tramway Autumn 2009 - 150 photos including the last weekend of
trams to Starr Gate pre-upgrade, Standard 147 on tour, 706 with Radio 2
adverts and previously unseen pictures taken inside the tram depot
*The Restoration of Manchester L53 - A special double CD set featuring over 300
photos of the Eades horse tram under restoration, being launched and in operation
at both Heaton Park & Beamish Museum, as well as images from the MTMS archives
and much more
All of these CDs are now available from the Heaton Park Tramway gift shop, and by mail
order by contacting andrew.waddington@tramways-monthly.com..
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