Tramways
Monthly

Farewell to Fleetwood
December 2009 Supplement

Special Feature...

Photo Credits: Front/Back Cover © Jason Cross
706/40 Pg 10 © Jason Cross
All others © Gareth Prior

Farewell to Fleetwood
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The weekend of the 7th/8th November 2009 marked the end of an era: the last traditional trams
operating on the last traditional tramway
in the United Kingdom – the tramway
running from Ash Street to Fleetwood
Ferry. This section of the tramway has
now been closed for refurbishment works
to begin, which will see the line
completely re-laid and new loading
platforms built, ready for re-opening in
2012 as part of the “Supertram” upgrade
scheme.
Unlike Starr Gate two months previously,
when there was just one event
organised by Tramways Monthly, the
closure of Fleetwood would be marked
by two days of events organised by a variety of organisations, culminating in a finale that would
see Brush Car 627 become the very last traditional tram to depart from the Fleetwood Ferry
terminus.
Day one of the events, Saturday 7th November, was largely wet and miserable, although there
were some promising sunny intervals during the morning. Sadly, these did not remain throughout
the day. The day‟s Fleetwood service was in the hands of 622, 630 and 642 all day, with 631, 641,
643, 644, 645, 647 and 718 (top deck closed) also making trips during the day. The latter cars were
split between Cleveleys and Bispham service when not on Fleetwood turns. There were also 5
double deckers in use on specials for the most part of the day (700, 707, 717, 761 and 762), and the
evening saw the Jubilee cars remain in service and be joined by 713 and 724. The other three
Balloon cars did not operate during the evening. Furthermore, Standard 147 – crewed by Santa
Claus and two elves - was operating shuttles between North Pier and Pleasure Beach in aid of the
BBC Children in Need appeal during the day. Finally, the final „Tram Driving Experience‟ of 2009
was out, utilising Balloon 711.
The first tour of the day – organised by
the Lancastrian Transport Trust – was due
to depart the depot at 13:00, using Brush
623, Sheffield 513 and Fleetwood Box 40.
Whilst at the depot recently preserved
Brush 634 was seen at the front of the
depot with both pantograph and tower
removed in readiness for a move to the
Rushden
Transport
Museum
in
Northamptonshire – for more information
see the December Issue of Tramways
Monthly.
The tour departed the depot a little over
10 minutes late and headed directly to Fleetwood – with stops along the way at North Pier (to pick
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up passengers), Thornton Gate (photos) and Stanley Road (photos). On arrival at Ferry all three
trams were reversed onto the loop so as to allow the service cars to continue to pass – it was a
squeeze but all three fit, allowing Jubilee 762 and Brush 630 to return back south.
The trams – now with 40 leading –
then undertook a run to Ash Street
and back, before returning to
Blackpool, reversing onto the centre
track at Bispham along the way to
allow the service trams to overtake.
623 had now regained the lead to
Pleasure Beach, where luck would
have it Balloon 700 was stabled on
the now disused tracks to Starr Gate,
allowing two wartime liveried cars to
be photographed together. Finally,
the cars returned to the Depot via
Tower.
Unfortunately, the rain had not
stopped for the evening, and so the second tour of the day, using Standard 147 and Balloon 712
actually started from within the depot confines – 147 going from it‟s usual spot in the centre of the
depot, and 712 going from in front of the electrical compound. At 19:35 – 5 minutes after the
scheduled departure time – the trams departed the depot and ran straight to Cleveleys for the first
(wet!) photo stop of the evening. The trams then continued on to Fleetwood, where riders had the
choice of an hour‟s break or a return journey to Cleveleys – you can probably guess what most
chose! Upon the return from Cleveleys the trams returned to Blackpool, running to depot via
Pleasure Beach and Tower.
During the evening there were also seven Illuminations tours – two apiece for each of the
Illuminated cars (Train 733+734, Frigate 736 and Trawler 737), whilst Balloon 700 also operated one.
Sunday started a lot drier, and much like any other day, with the service in the hands of 10 single
deckers – Centenaries 641, 642, 645 and 647 running to Cleveleys and Fleetwood, Centenary 644
ran to Fleetwood and Bispham, and Centenary 643 and Brush cars 622 (possibly it‟s final day in
service with the closure of Pontins), 623, 630 and 631 ran the Fleetwood service all day.
Sunday was also Remembrance
Sunday, which saw a ceremony held
at the Cenotaph next to North Pier
and a Parade down Lord Street in
Fleetwood. Both caused severe
delays to the service with no trams
able to pass north of North Pier or
beyond Ash Street in Fleetwood.
Standard 147 was once again
running Santa Specials for BBC
Children in Need between North Pier
and Pleasure Beach, with Balloons
713, 717 and 724 also running
specials.
Today saw an earlier start to the tours, with “Tour C”, featuring Coronations 304 and 660 and
Balloon 700 departing depot 10 minutes late at 10:40. 304 led 700 and 660 to Pleasure Beach via
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North Pier due to the aforementioned service at the Cenotaph. The first photo opportunity of the
day took place at Pleasure Beach with 700 and 660 stabled on the inner loop and 304 on the outer
loop next to 660. This allowed
for some photos of the two
Coronations together. 304,
now followed by 660 with 700
at the back, then headed
back south, but an unplanned
photo stop was had at North
Pier as the service was still
underway. After they finally got
past North Pier the trams
headed to Fleetwood, with a
stop along the way at Thornton
Gate.
The
trams
again
travelled to Ash Street and
back, but did not use the loop
at Ferry this time. Following the
return from Ash Street the trams
ran back to the depot.
Because of the delays experienced in the morning, and the need for the tram crews to have a
break, the final LTT organised tour was delayed by nearly an hour. However, another Enthusiasts
tour – operated by Box 40 for the „Friends of 40‟ – left the depot for Fleetwood at 14:30. An hour
later at 15:28 the final LTT tour left, using Twin set 673+683 (with 683 leading for most of the day) and
Open top Balloon 706 – your Editor riding on the top deck of 706… in November! The trams headed
to Fleetwood, stopping along the way at North Pier to pickup people and at Thornton Gate for
photos – it was here that I switched to Set 3 and warmed up on the way to Fleetwood!
Upon arrival at Fleetwood Set 3 was due to be stabled on the loop whilst 706 would travel to Ash
Street and back – Twin cars not being able to use the crossover in this direction. However, 40 was
already on the loop, but after negotiations 40 was driven to Ash Street allowing Set 3 to be placed
onto the loop. I returned to 706 – but on the bottom deck – for the trip to Ash Street before
swapping back onto Set 3. During this time 630 and 631 also passed on service – 631 north and 630
south behind 40. Back at Ferry Set 3 led service car 630 and tour car 706 back towards Blackpool,
whilst 40 resumed its break on the Ferry loop.
An unscheduled stop was had at Thornton Gate to allow 630, the service car sandwiched
between the two tour cars, to be
released. Set 3 reversed onto the
centre track to allow 630 to pass. At
this point I switched onto the top
deck of 706 for an Illuminations tour!
Balloon 713 also passed us – though
I‟m not sure if it was on service or
specials at this point! I should also
point out at this point that Balloons
700, 707 and 724 had come out on
specials, while 717 had moved onto
Route 13 – the final service tram from
Ferry. Twin Set 2 had also come off
depot as we left on Set 3, and there
were certainly comments from
passengers on the tour that BTS were
up to something!
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Back to the tour, from Thornton Gate the tour ran back to depot, via Pleasure Beach and North
Pier. We passed the Western Train
at Little Bispham loop as well as
the Frigate and Trawler on tours,
and there was still a fair queue at
North Pier. The Train overtook us
at Pleasure Beach on tour duty.
Upon the return to depot, Brush
627 and Balloon 702 were ready
lined up near to the Electrical
compound for the final tour…
Unfortunately,
later
in
the
evening the tramway was
plagued with power supply
problems at Thornton Gate, and
this placed the entire service in
tatters. 713 and 718 are believed to have made it through to Fleetwood, but Set 2 did not manage
to make it there because of the problems.
The final tour, organised by the Fylde Tramway Society, utilised 627 and 702 as previously
mentioned, and also Box 40. 40 led 702 and 627 away from the depot at approximately 21:10, but
it truly was a mystery tour because of the power problems experienced not yet having been fixed.
The first photo stop was located at Cabin, with the trams then proceeding to Bispham where they
waited to see if they could head further north. Luckily, trams started heading south once again, so
the tour cars continued on their way to Fleetwood – though not without further problems from 40
near to Little Bispham.
Eventually the trams reached Fleetwood – being led by Trawler 737 due to the fact that none of he
cars have halogen headlights – and more photos were taken, before returning to Blackpool at
23:01. Various trams were passed along the way – including Balloon 717 heading north at Gynn
Square, which the tour was meant to be 5 minutes behind! The trams then reversed onto the
Centre track at North Pier –instead of
running through the Pleasure Beach where the Mayor and Mayoress of
Blackpool were present. The trams
headed north once again just after
midnight.
This time round Brush 630 was being
used as the halogen guide, but like
before it was another tortuously slow
journey. 707, 641 and 718 heading to
depot were all passed on the way to
Fleetwood, as was Balloon 717
heading south at Thornton Gate at
00:38 – so much for being 5 minutes
behind! On arrival at Ash Street the
Mayor and Mayoress of Wyre Borough Council boarded 40 for a run through to Ferry where more
speeches were made and photos taken.
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At 01:28 (over an hour behind schedule) Brush 630 led Box 40, Balloon 702 and Brush 627 on a final
journey through the streets of Fleetwood – the last traditional trams to do so.
On return to Blackpool it was agreed that 702 and 627 would remain out to run to Pleasure Beach,
while 40 would return to depot as it had been experiencing problems during the evening.
All in all, it was an extremely successful and memorable weekend, and thanks should not only go
to the LTT, FTS and Friends of 40 for organising tours, but also for BTS for accommodating the tours
and even going so far as to using trams such as 700, 717 and Set 2 on the final day on specials – it
does seem that something certainly was afoot, and if it were not for the power problems it may
well have happened.
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