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Welcome

A very warm welcome to the (extremely late!) first anniversary issue of Tramways Monthly! It’s now been a year
since I produced the first ‘demo’ Issue and what a year it’s been! I won’t look back too much in this welcome message because I’ve gone into detail in our ‘Review of 2009’ which should be released in the next few days (Yes, I
know I was saying that in December!) and be available to download from our website.
I’m sure that you will have all now seen our new design just from the first three pages, and I hope that you like it.
We have taken on board the comments given to us over the past 12 months and implemented many of them here
to make your reading of the magazine easier and allow us to cram more into every edition without increasing the
page size. With this redesign we are also introducing a variety of new sections and styles, including ‘regulars’ such
as a look at the Blackpool upgrade works and book reviews when news is available. Of course, this will still be supplemented with the usual news, features and pictorials that were found in the old style magazine.
Also this month we have produced a ‘Preservation Special’ looking at all of the Blackpool tramcars since we last
went to press. This numbers no less than 11 cars, and no doubt many more will be preserved before our next issue
when no doubt the supplement may well be repeated! Personally, it is great to see that my ‘local’ museum Crich
have taken Twin set 2 - regular readers will know that it’s my favourite car of all the Blackpool trams and it’s brilliant
news that it will - from around 2012 - be just a 25 minute drive as opposed to two hours!
Over the past 12 months we have also been receiving numerous requests for print copies of the magazine, including a couple asking will it be available in shops! I’ve recently been looking into making certainly the first part possible, and now would like to ask how many people would be interested in buying or subscribing to print copies of
the magazine. The interest in this will ultimately dictate the final number of copies available and the cost, and also
the future of Tramways Monthly - however rest assured if we do ‘go print’ the magazine will still be made available
to download from the Internet in it’s entirety with all the bells and whistles - when I started that magazine last year
that was my ultimate aim and it still is!
Enjoy the issue!

Jack Gordon - 22/02/10
Editor - jack.gordon@tramways-monthly.com
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New works vehicle for Crich
On Tuesday 19th January, a new
addition to the fleet of works vehicles arrived at Crich Tramway
Village, in the shape of Croydon
Tramlink 058. This has been donated to the attraction as it was
no longer required by it’s previous owners, and it will no doubt
prove to be an invaluable workhorse at it’s new home.

LATEST NEWS

as it is powered by a diesel engine, so in the event of a power
failure it could be used to rescue any stranded tramcars. 058
is also fitted with a crane, with a
driving cab located at one end
only.
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was accompanied by the side
boards of fellow ex-Tramlink
works vehicle, the flat wagon
061, which was already at Crich,
and these have now been re-fitted to it.

New Track for Beamish

Track renewal work is currently taking place at yet another
British tramway. This time, the line in question is the tram
route at Beamish Museum, where work is in hand to renew
the passing loop near to Foulbridge depot. The new rails,
including points, have been laid out on top of the existing
line so that they can be bent into shape correctly before
they are laid. The trackbed has not yet been excavated,
but this will presumably commence shortly.

RICHARD LOMAS

(Ed: I’m looking forward to hearAfter being driven off the low ing the ‘gong’ sound and see the
loader on which it arrived, 058 ‘lights’ turned on! “It’s tooooo
was soon moved into the work- modern!”. )
The tram is quite novel for Crich shop to be prepared for use. It

Meanwhile on the vehicle front, Oporto 196 is presently out
of action with an electrical resistance fault. This tram is of
course due to visit Heaton Park in April in exchange for
Leeds 6, as reported last month.
Touchdown! This was the moment when Tramlink 058 first made contact
with Derbyshire tracks as it was unloaded in the depot yard at Crich.
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Tramways Monthly Calendar still available!

Don’t forget that the 2010 Tramways Monthly Calendar is still available to
download - for free - from our website at http://www.tramways-monthly.
com. January and February featured Seaton and Sheffield as the chosen images respectively, whilst places such as Crich, Blackpool, the Black Country
Living Museum and Manchester Metrolink still to be featured over the next
ten months. It’s perfect for reading on screen or printing off, and this can be
done in a variety of formats - one month at a time, all at once or perhaps two
months to a page - the choice really is yours!

Preservation Special!

Such is the large amount of tramcar preservations announced since we last
went to press (12!) we have decided to create a ‘Preservation Special’ that
is available to download seperately from our website at http://www.tramways-monthly.com. Inside is all the latest preservation news including Balloons 702, 704, 712 and 716, Brushes 623 and 630, Twin sets 2 and 6, Ex-Towing
Railcoach 680, Boat 607, Centenary 648 and Jubilee 762 and some information on each car - though of course each car will be covered in more detail
in future parts of our regular ‘Blackpool’s Preserved Tramcars’ feature.
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Surprise comeback for Brush 626

Blackpool Brush car 626 has passed through the Paint
Shop and now looks immaculate in half green/half
cream livery. Although this style of painting isn’t really
appropriate for a tram with modern glazing and lighting, 626 still looks fantastic and is a credit to the painters at Blackpool Transport. Despite being extensively rebuilt and fitted with low-voltage equipment in the early
1990s, 626 has had a bad couple of years - it was used
very little in 2008, and not at all in 2009, solely because
of it’s expired advert livery for ‘Blackpool Zoo & Dinosaur Safari’.

ANDREW WADDINGTON

The tram is now expected to see regular use during 2010
in passenger service and for the ‘Tram Driving Experience’ - it will replace car 623 in the latter role, as this
tram is unlikely to run again in Blackpool now that it has
been purchased by the Manchester Transport Museum
Society for use at Heaton Park.
Although the half green/half cream layout was originally used as fleet livery in the 1970s, it was adopted again
for the single deck crew cars in the late 1980s. The last
tram to carry it was 627, from 1989 until May 1994, when
it became the Shoemarket advert tram.
Here we take a final look at 626 in its advert livery for ‘Blackpool Zoo’. The picture was taken at Pleasure Beach back in
2007. Needless to say, 626 will look very different when it returns to service this year!
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‘Princess Alice’ 706 to visit Manchester!
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Last month in Tramways Monthly, we reported that a mystery Blackpool tram would be visiting Manchester’s Heaton
Park Tramway for a special event in November. It has now been announced that the tram in question is the unique
open-top Balloon car, ‘Princess Alice’ 706. The tram will move by road to the park on Friday the 19th November, in order to participate in the tramway’s celebration of Blackpool transport on Sunday the 21st November. This day should
see 706 running alongside two other Blackpool trams - Vanguard 619 and Railgrinder 752 - as well as Leeds 6 and
some preserved buses from the Lancastrian Transport Trust’s collection. There will also be a model display, and a rare
chance to see the trams running in the dark until 6:00pm. 706 will then return home the following day, making this a
short but hopefully very sweet visit for the tram!

706 will duly become the first double-deck electric tram to operate on the preserved line. The
MTMS need to raise £3000 to make this happen,
and if you would like to help them to create a
truly spectacular event, donations are extremely
welcome and should be sent to: MTMS, 14 Buttermere Road, Burnley, Lancashire, BB10 4HU. Further details can be found on the website http://
www.heatonparktramway.org.uk or from John
Whitehouse, by email to j.d.whitehouse2@tesco.
net. It is also hoped to arrange some special photo charters utilising 706, which will help to fund
the costs of transporting the car from Blackpool
to Manchester and back again. We would like to
congratulate the MTMS on this ambitious proposal, and we very much hope that their efforts will
be rewarded by the enthusiast community.

ANDREW WADDINGTON

Alex Gray, the Chairman of the Manchester Transport Museum Society (who operate the Heaton Park Tramway), has
said: ‘This is a wonderful opportunity for us to celebrate the end of Blackpool’s 125th year in our own way, by operating one of Blackpool’s most iconic Trams – an open top 1930’s streamliner. We are most grateful to Blackpool Transport for affording us this opportunity and hope that the public also show their appreciation by coming and riding on
it!’

•
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Work on preparing the operational tram fleet at Crich for the 2010 season
is continuing, with several cars passing through the workshop for attention
Currently being commissioned in the workshop is Liverpool 869, with MET 331,
Glasgow 22, Chesterfield 7 and Blackpool 40 already prepared. Indeed, 22
has been in service every day of the 2010 season so far! Leeds 180 - which will
be making a welcome return to use this year - has just a few outstanding jobs
on it’s overhaul remaining, whilst London Transport 1622 only awaits better
weather so that it can be test run. In addition the works fleet of Sheffield 330,
Cardiff 131, diesel loco GMJ and electric loco 717 have also all been commissioned for the season, while Glasgow 812 is commissioned but having its seats
recovered before it enters service this year.

•

The Heaton Park Tramway finally re-opened for 2010 on Sunday 24th January. This was two weeks later than expected due to the heavy snowfalls in
Manchester, that also resulted in the tramway’s year 2009 coming to a finish
slightly earlier than anticipated. On the first day of this year’s tram service at
the park, Leeds 6 was in charge of all passenger workings, whilst Blackpool
Railgrinder 752 also put in an appearance.

•

The winner of the annual British Trams Online ‘Tram of the Year’ competition
for 2009 has been revealed - and perhaps unsurprisingly, the winner is Blackpool’s illuminated ‘Western Train’ 733+734. The Train ended up receiving 58%
of all votes cast in the annual poll following it’s high-profile return to service
after a major restoration in May last year, leaving it’s rivals well and truly in
the dust! Manchester Metrolink 3001 - the first of that city’s new Flexity trams came second, whilst newly restored Cardiff 131 finished in third place.

News In Brief

This is the third consecutive year that a Blackpool tram has won this poll, following on from Brush car 623 in 2007 and Balloon 717 in 2008. For more information on this year’s contest and the previous winners, take a look at www.
britishtramsonline.co.uk.

•

Crich’s Exhibition Hall refurbishment has made good progress, with most of
the original 1992 displays no longer standing. This will allow for the creation of
a brand new exhibition that will illustrate the development of British tramcar
design.
One of the most interesting developments has been the demolition of the
‘Tram at Night’ display, which has been home to Glasgow 1115 since 1992!
Although the display cases are still standing, the wall in front of the tram has
been removed, enabling 1115 to be moved for the first time in almost 18
years. The mock stable which forms part of the Victorian tramway display has
also been modified. It is expected that most or all of the vehicles inside the
Exhibition Hall will have to be temporarily evicted when the new displays are
ready to go in.
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Centenary 641 goes orange

Blackpool Centenary car 641 has recently been
outshopped from the works repainted orange, with
some black paint around the windows. This replaces the previous advert for the Orion Bingo centre at
Cleveleys, which closed down last autumn. Removal of the advert stickers revealed the orange base
coat of 641’s first Orion Bingo advertisement, but is
believed to have been painted again in the same
colour. It will be interesting to see if this is to be used
to form the basic of a new advertising livery, or if the
tram will run in the plain livery, as sister cars 642, 643
and 648 have done.

TONY WADDINGTON
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Visible progress has been made on no less than three of the Lancastrian Transport Trust's
trams in recent weeks, all of which will hopefully be able to participate in the events to
commemorate the Blackpool tramway's 125th anniversary in September this year.

Standard 143

Interior re-varnishing of Standard
143 is now complete, and re-wiring
of the tram is virtually finished. Assembly of the bogies continues at
Rigby Road, and they should be
re-united with the tram very soon.
Once the lower deck is moved to
Rigby Road it can also be re-united
with the upper deck which is presIAN STEWART/LTT
ently in kit form.
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The Lancastrian Transport Trust's ambitious scheme
to make shares in newly acquired Blackpool Balloon car 715 available for sale, has been declared
a huge success. An impressive sum of £8,500 has
already been raised by selling shares in the tram,
and this money will be used to carry out some remedial work on the car, to include a full repaint in
1970's green & cream livery. As we reported last
month, 715 should continue to operate on the
Blackpool tramway in this guise for another two
years.
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has recently resumed
OMO 8 Work
on OMO car 8; some of the

Balloon 715

Our congratulations go to the LTT on making such a
success of this idea, and on their behalf we would
like to thank all of the people who have so generously supported this project.

tram's tatty interior panels
have been stripped out for
replacement as part of the
work that will allow this car to
operate for the first time since
it was withdrawn in May 1992.

Railcoach 279

The restoration of Railcoach 279 has
moved a step closer to completion
with the removal of it's no. 2 end cab
underframe; no. 1 end will follow once
the controller has been removed at this
end. The new cab end framework was
then fitted on Saturday 20th February,
taking the tram even further towards
completion. A driver’s cab door has
been borrowed from newly preserved
Balloon car 704 to assist with informing
the shape of the new end framwork.
Work on the window frames is also complete, and the fitting of traditional halfdrop windows is now awaited.

Our thanks go to Paul Turner of the LTT for providing this information.

LTT
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By Andrew Waddington & Jack Gordon

The heavy snow fall of December 2009/January 2010 meant that we took another break from our regular feature detailing each of the preserved exBlackpool tramcars. Part One detailed the tramcars that are in the ownership of Crich Tramway Village in Derbyshire, whilst Part Two detailed those in
the care of the LTT in Blackpool. Both of these are still available to read in Issues 9 and 11 respectively and can be downloaded from our website for free.
This month we look at ‘The Others’ - the trams located at museums that only have one or two Blackpool tramcars. Please note however that this does not
include any of the very latest acquisitions that are noted in our ‘Preservation Special’, and those tramcars will appear in Part 5.
Blackpool Marton VAMBAC 11
This beautiful tramcar began life in 1939 as one of 12 semi-open trams known as ‘Sun Saloons’. These unusual cars had a retractable roof when new, as
well as wooden seating, and the top half of the saloon windows was permanently open. However they didn’t last very long in this guise, being fully enclosed in 1942 to make them suitable for use in wartime Blackpool.
From the late 1940s, the class were put to work on the Marton route to replace the antiquated ‘Standard’ cars, and fitted with new VAMBAC control
equipment. Unlike the Coronation class which were beseiged by problems, the Marton VAMBACs were actually quite successful; the fact that they operated on an inland route, away from the punishing conditions of seafront operation, almost certainly helped matters.

TONY WADDINGTON

When the Marton route was closed down all of the VAMBACs were scrapped except for car 11, which managed to escape to Bispham Depot (now
demolished) thanks to its appearance on an enthusiast tour. It was chosen for an ambitious project to develop a working tramway at the former Hayling
Island branch line, but in the end this came to nothing. Thankfully, 11 dodged death once again and was acquired by the East Anglia Transport Museum
at Carlton Colville near Lowestoft. It was an early runner there but was withdrawn in need of major renovation in the early 1980s, and after many interuptions it took about fifteen years before a serious effort to get the tram back into running order was started. In 2005, car 11 finally returned to traffic, and is
now the pride of the tram fleet at Carlton Colville. With this in mind, it is hardly surprising that Blackpool Transport are keen for this magnificently restored
tram to return to its native town, and enthusiasts are very much looking forward to its expected homecoming in 2010, when car 11 will surely be one of
the stars of the events to commemorate the Blackpool tramway’s 125th anniversary. The thought of 11 running alongside Coronation 304 – the only other
surviving Blackpool tram with VAMBAC equipment – is certainly a mouth-watering prospect!
►► An interior view of VAMBAC 11 shows the exceptional quality of restoration work carried out
on this magnificent tram.
Blackpool ‘Marton Box’ 31
Built in 1901 as a open-topped double decker, this tram was modified in several stages during its
existence. It later acquired a top cover, but this was removed when its body was lengthened, and
it received bogies, resembling an open-topped ‘Standard’ car and therefore losing its original
box-like appearance. A roof was later fitted again, and the tram continued in this guise until it was
withdrawn from passenger duties in 1934 thanks to the arrival of Walter Luff’s streamlined trams.

This was not the end of 31’s career in Blackpool though, as it was adopted by the engineering department and fitted with a tower for use in overhead line renewal and inspection jobs. The car was
duly painted in a drab green livery and fitted with windscreens to protect the drivers. Although
in later years it was second choice to fellow works car 754 (Standard 143), it remained in use until

Part of the deal meant that Blackpool Transport retained ownership of the tram, so that it could be returned for special occasions. The centenary of the Blackpool & Fleetwood Tramroad was deemed special enough to warrant bringing it back, and it duly returned home in September 1997. Over winter it was
treated to a full repaint before playing its part in that year’s events, returning to Beamish in April 1999.
Since then it has remained in regular service there, and is expected to return to Blackpool for another visit
this summer for the tramway’s 125th anniversary.
◄◄ A timeless scene depicting Marton 31 in the superb period
town at Beamish.
►► Standard 159 approaching the woodland section of tramway
at the East Anglia Transport Museum.

Blackpool ‘Standard’ 159
A fairly unremarkable tram on the surface, 159 is yet another example of the famous Blackpool ‘Standard’ class, of which no less than seven survive today. 159 was one of the last of its kind to be withdrawn
thanks to its main claim to fame – along with sister car 158, the tram was decorated with light bulbs
and used both as a special car for illumination tours, and as an ordinary ‘special’ during the peak summer season. Following withdrawal it was preserved by the East Anglia Transport Museum, where it was
returned to its earlier guise as a normal enclosed ‘Standard’, painted in green and ivory. It duly inaugurated the public tram service at the Museum and has been a stalwart of their running fleet there ever
since. In more recent years, 159 has received a major overhaul of its bogies and various other work in
order to keep it running. It has also suffered problems with a leaking roof, much like similar car 49 at
Crich; but unlike 49, 159 was repaired and returned to use.

TONY WADDINGTON

TONY WADDINGTON

1983(?). The car was then moved to Beamish Museum on long-term loan, and was superbly restored back
to its 1920s open top status and red, white and teak livery, entering service there in 1988. There it has
proved extremely popular thanks to its open top deck and large seating capacity.

Incidentally, it is worth recording the fate of the other illuminated ‘Standard’, car 158. This tram ended
up at Crich where it was sadly broken up to be used as a source of spare parts for other trams. Its bogies survive today and are often used as a float set, with trams undergoing workshop attention often
mounted on them so they can be shunted around the depot area.
Blackpool Brush Railcoach 634
As well as Brush cars we have previously featured in the LTT and TMS collections, car 634 has recently been sold to an enthusiast and its
departure from Blackpool was featured in last month’s magazine. Before it was selected for preservation 634 was just another ordinary
Brush Railcoach, although it had carried a special livery for the Blackpool Borough Centenary in 1976, which was then modified a year
later to mark the Queen’s Silver Jubilee year. This was probably the tram’s biggest claim to fame.
Like most Railcoaches, 634 has carried its fair share of adverts, notably the famous ‘Terror Train’ livery which featured skulls on both cab
ends, which it carried from 1996 up to the end of 2000. It also became notorious for receiving a heavily-criticised version of the then
current fleet livery in summer 1993 which featured no green at all below the windows, giving it a rather plain look. Its last repaint was
into an all-over advert for the ‘Cala Gran’ caravan park in summer 2001 and this is still carried today. It was withdrawn in November
2004 but remained intact, which contributed towards it being selected for purchase as a museum exhibit. 634 moved to the Rushden
Transport Museum in 2009 and is presently receiving some internal restoration work. It is eventually hoped to run the car on a short

►► A 1995 shot of 634 ad-

demonstration line, powered by a generator. vertising First Leisure bars in

ALAN ROBSON
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Blackpool.

Blackpool ‘Hovertram’ 735
One of the more recently preserved Blackpool cars is this unique illuminated feature car. Built in 1963 on the underframe of English Electric
Railcoach 222, Being a double-decker with rear entrance doors, 735
was by the far the largest of the illuminated trams ever built, and was
at one time the biggest tram in Blackpool, with a huge seating capacity of 99 people! Another of 735’s quirks is the seating – it has several
long bench seats which can each accomodate three passengers on the upper deck, in place of the more usual double seats with a centre
gangway in-between. The lower deck is equally novel with a lowbridge arrangement, incorporating reduced headroom on one side. It was
also one of the first feature cars to carry external advertisements when new, for ‘Shell’. 735 carried many different adverts during its career,
including ‘Royal Life Estates’ from 1989 to 1992 inclusive, which saw the lower body painted blue, whilst the rest of the tram remained white,
as was always the case. In autumn 2000 it carried advertising for ‘Fisherman’s Friend’ following the withdrawal of the Western Train, although
it was then replaced by the new Trawler the following year.
Sadly 2001 turned out to be the Hovertram’s last year of tour duty, as in 2002 it was decided to retire the car, which was in need of major
body and electrical work. With reduced demand for illumination tours in modern times, combined with the popularity of vintage trams such
as Bolton 66 on the tours, the expense of refurbishing 735 was not considered worthwhile, and it was later sold to the Transport Preservation
Trust, who are based in Beith, North Ayrshire. It was duly moved by road to Scotland, where plans were afoot to carry out a cosmetic restoration. Today it is not known if these plans are still valid, but if any reader has any up to date information on this tram, we would be most grateful
to hear from them.
▲▲ The Hovertram heads a line-up of feature cars during a shunting exercise outside the tram shed at Blackpool, from several years ago.

Blackpool Tower Wagon 749
One of the more surprising survivors from the Edwardian era is 749. Not really a tram as such, it is actually a
wooden tower used to carry out maintenance work on the overhead wires, mounted on a four-wheel truck. It is
not powered and so had to be propelled by another vehicle. 749 was originally built for the Blackpool & Fleetwood Tramroad Company, and was inherited by Blackpool Corporation when they took over the firm and all of
its rolling stock. Indeed, the original wording ‘Blackpool & Fleetwood’ can still be seen on the lower bodywork.

TONY WADDINGTON

Little used in later years, the tower wagon was pushed to the back of the tram shed and forgotten about for
many years, apart from a public appearance during the 1998 Tramroad centenary celebrations, when it was
brought out along with the rest of the works fleet for a photo session. In 1999 however, it was purposely derailed
and dumped in the nearby bus yard, where it would probably have been left to rot had it not been for the
Beamish Museum, who decided to preserve it. 749 duly moved to its new home in 2001 and today it sits in a
large storeage building near the railway station at the massive open-air museum. 749’s new home is particularly
appropriate as it was often hauled by the former Marton Box car 31 in its works car days, which of course also
now resides at Beamish. A remarkable co-incidence, and a potential opportunity to reunite this pair again after
so many years apart which will hopefully be realised before too long.

◄◄ A rare glimpse of tower wagon 749 in the Beamish storage building.
▼► At Heaton Park, works car 752 awaits it’s next call of duty.

The closure of Blackpool’s town routes meant that only one railgrinder was needed, and
so 1’s sister car 2 was acquired by the Tramway Museum Society – after operating at Crich
it has since moved to storage at Clay Cross. Car 1 however was renumbered 752, and its
use declined over the years. In modern times the car was only used overnight when no
passenger service was being operated, and even then it was generally only used in wet
weather, to save the hassle of having to fill up its water tank! 752 was unofficially withdrawn

TONY WADDINGTON

Blackpool Railgrinder 752
This strange-looking tram is really little more than a wooden box on wheels! One of two
similar cars, it was built in the 1920s incorporating parts from other trams, and was used by
Blackpool Corporation as a multi-purpose works vehicle, numbered 1. Latterly it was fitted
with a water tank internally and was used to grind corrugations in the tramway rails, and
was painted green to replace its original red livery.

in the early 2000s, having been left in the shade by modern railgrinding equipment which is now hired in to assist with track maintenance. In
2008, it was donated to the Manchester Transport Museum Society for use as a works car at their heritage tramway in Heaton Park, Manchester. This was the only organisation who wanted to retain 752 for its intended purpose, whereas other groups had wanted to take it as a source
of spare parts.
752 arrived at its new home on 18th November that year, and was launched later that month at a special works car gala. Unfortunately, the
car has been found to be in poor condition, but its weathered appearance has been improved by remedial attention to its paintwork. The
car is now used for works duties at the park, but would benefit from a full overhaul, including attention to a suspect traction motor fault. It is
ultimately hoped to restore it to the original ornate red livery.

Andrew Waddington
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The year ahead of us is shaping up to be a very special one for tram enthusiasts, with a wide range
of spectacular events set to take place across the country in order to mark a number of important milestones in British tramway history. In this special article, Tramways Monthly outlines what we can look forward to
during the months ahead, and examines why so many events are happening in the space of twelve months.

The event that most readers will probably be aware of, is the 125th anniversary of the famous Blackpool tramway – which was of course, the
UK’s first street electric tramway. The main events to mark the occasion
will take place between Thursday 23rd & Friday 29th September; the
latter date being the actual day that the line was officially declared
open in 1885. Highlights of this week are set to include an intensive
service using historic trams on Saturday 25th, and a depot open day
at Rigby Road on Sunday 26th. Prior to this, there will also be various
other events taking place including the established Totally Transport
and Fleetwood Transport Festival, being held on 27th June and 18th
July respectively.

TONY WADDINGTON

Blackpool Tramway 125th Anniversary

Perhaps most excitingly, a large number of preserved trams are set
to visit Blackpool this year from five different museums. As well as historic Blackpool trams it should be possible to see cars from Liverpool,
Manchester, Leeds and London operating by the seaside, and a large
number of enthusiast tours are expected to utilise these trams. The Lancastrian Transport Trust are also getting in on the act, with long-term
project Standard 143 due to be launched this year, hopefully along ▲▲ Three trams not originally from Blackpool which are already in the town are
with Railcoach 279 and OMO 8. Another highlight is expected to be shown here - Sheffield 513, Stockport 5 and Bolton 66, all of which are expected
the return of Marton Vambac car 11 from the East Anglia Transport to participate in the 2010 events.

Museum in September, which hasn’t run in Blackpool since the 1960s!

TONY WADDINGTON

For more detailed information on the Blackpool anniversary, why not take a look at our
own website dedicated to the events, at http://www.blackpooltramway125.co.uk?

◄◄ Manchester 765 will be one of the stars at both Heaton Park and Blackpool this year.
▼► Birkenhead 7 seen on display at Woodside Ferry Terminal back in 2007.

150 Years of British Trams

TONY WADDINGTON

Another massive milestone in transport history in 2010,
is the 150th anniversary of Britain’s first tramway of any
kind, which was a horse-drawn tramway at Birkenhead.
Indeed, the original line operated very close to the
present terminus of the Birkenhead heritage tramway
at Woodside Ferry, and so this line is expected to hold a special commemorative event. Unfortunately, no
details of what is planned are available yet, but rest assured, Tramways Monthly will keep you informed of any
developments!

It is hoped that Birkenhead horse car 7 will be able to participate in the events this year. This tram, owned by
Wirral Council, is currently in store and has not been on display to the public since it was removed from static
display at Woodside a few years ago. As the only restored Birkenhead horse tram, it would be superb if this
car can be seen once again in such a historic year. Hopefully there will also be opportunities to see another
horse tram, Liverpool 43, which is owned by the Merseyside Tramway Preservation Society and on display at
their Taylor Street premises, in the open air this year too, although unfortunately this car is not operational.

Being the National Tramway Museum, Crich Tramway Village is also marking this anniversary with a special
event on May 31st, although once again no specific information about what will happen on this day has been
released at the time of writing. As reported previously, the main Exhibition Hall is also being refurbished and will
host a new display showing the development of tramcar design between 1860 and 1960, which will be highly appropriate in this important
year.

Other Anniversaries

In addition to these two major anniversaries detailed above, there are a number of other important dates this year involving a number of
systems, past and present.
First up, the preserved tramway line at Heaton Park in Manchester celebrates it’s 30th anniversary in March, with a special celebration being
staged on 28th March which will see all four trams in operation, as well as various other festivities. Later in the year no less than three trams
are expected to visit the park – namely Beamish 196 (from April to August), Blackpool replica Vanguard 619 (expected to arrive in May) and
another Blackpool car, open-top Balloon 706 (for just one weekend in November).

TONY WADDINGTON
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◄◄ A rare view of a
steam tram and trailer ‘John Bull’ and Dundee 21
- in the open air at Crich.
Hopefully this will be repeated so that they can
represent the steam tram
era in 2010.
►► Seaton 8 seen decorated for the tramway’s
Silver Jubilee year in 1995.
▼◄ Sheffield’s Last Tram,
510, alongside Sheffield
264 on the depot fan at
Crich.

Seaton Tramway is celebrating it’s 40th anniversary with an event on June 5th – full details of this event will be announced later, but it will
include a concert at Colyton Station during the evening. The following day will see the annual bus rally held at Seaton and this will take on a
1970s theme, and there will be also be a ‘1970’s Weekend Bonanza’ held from 27th to 30th August inclusive. Keep an eye on the tramway’s
official website – www.tram.co.uk – for more information on these events.
One event that seems to have been overlooked is the 50th anniversary of Sheffield’s last tram (well, last traditional tram!) this October. Disappointingly, Sheffield 510, which was of course the actual ‘Last Tram’ is unlikely to be available for service at this time – the car is currently
stored at the back of the depot at Crich awaiting workshop attention. However, sister car Sheffield 513 looks set to participate in some of the
Blackpool events during 2010 and will give us a chance to enjoy a Sheffield ‘Roberts’
car in action this autumn.
Although not part of any official anniversary celebration, Beamish Museum also deserve a brief mention as they have another exciting year lined up, the highlight of
which should be ‘Power from the Past’, held between Thursday 15th & Sunday 19th
April. This event will focus on maintenance vehicles and will include a visit by Leeds
6 from Heaton Park, as well as Blackpool 31 painted in green works car livery. Hopefully 31 will be reunited with Blackpool tower wagon 749 for this occasion. Some enthusiast events are also due to take place on the Manx Electric Railway in the days
leading up to the Blackpool anniversary week in September; what a busy month!

TONY WADDINGTON

In conclusion, 2010 is set to be a fantastic year for trams all over the UK, and we
hope to see many of our readers supporting the events described in this article. If
you can’t make it to them however, don’t worry, as we shall be aiming to provide
coverage of as many events as possible, in what should be an action-packed year
for Tramways Monthly. Bring it on!!!

East Anglian Transport Museum
Alan Bertram
2009 Pictorial

►► Who put that trolleybus there? September 24th saw another evening
party at the museum, this time with London 1858, Amsterdam 474 and trolleybus 1521 out. This was one of 1858’s first days back in service after being
under repair for the whole of the main season.

ALAN BERTRAM
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▲▲ Marton VAMBAC 11 is seen running through the trees during an evening
party on the 17th September 2009. This tram is due to be visiting Blackpool
this year - the promenade will certainly be a completely different scene to
this autumnal one!

ALAN BERTRAM
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▲▲ London 1858 and trolleybus 1521 are once again seen on the 24th
September; this time though much later in the evening after night fall.
You could be forgiven for thinking that this was London in the early
1950s!
▲► Blackpool Standard 158 was another tram that was out on the
evening hire on the 17th September, and is seen in the twilight in the
company of trolleybuses Derby 224 and London 1521. And no, the tram
hasn’t got three trolleypoles - two belong to the trolleybus behind!

Got your own photos that you think would
make a great pictorial for other readers?
Just send them in to info@tramways-monthly.com - Everything we receive will be used!

ALAN BERTRAM

►► A final view with London HR2 1858, Amsterdam 474, London trolleybus 1521 and Derby trolleybus 224, again on the 24th September.

Book Review...

When setting out to review ‘Seeing Birmingham by Tram Volume II’ I had absolutely no idea what readers would want to see and read about in a review. I’ve
reviewed books before, yes, but never tramway ones, and never ones in the
format that this is in. Indeed, being just my first ‘new’ tramway book and about
my fifth overall, I had absolutely no idea what you as readers wanted to know!
Indeed, I’m not totally sure now that I’ve said everyting that needs to be said;
as a newcomer I might find things different to everyone else!
Anyway, upon opening the book I was suitably impressed by it - the number of
black and white photographs is substantial, and they not only show the tramway but also the tramway in it’s social context; something that I find particularly interesting about Britain’s old tramways. Most of the photographs are also
captioned with explanations about the photograph and the surrounding area.
The book is set out into 9 distinct sections, each taking the reader on a pictoral
‘tour’ of where each of Birmingham’s routes went. The commentary provided
in the photograph captions is very interesting, and as someone who went into
this knowing absolutely nothing about Birmingham and it’s trams I came out
knowing rather a lot more!
The start of each section is also accompanied by a line map of the route the section covered, and I personally found this
quite useful as a complete newbie, and also allows the reader to ‘locate’ each of the photographs where the locations
are given. All-in-all, your reviewer found this a very interesting book and would recommend it to any of Birmingham’s tram
fans!

Tramways Monthly readers can order ‘Seeing Birmingham by Tram Vol. II’ for a special discounted price of
£10.99 For a limited time only. Simply logon to http://www.thehistorypress.co.uk or call 01235 465577 and
quote the code ‘HPtramway’ to receive your discounted copy.

Tram 53

An ambitious project has recently been launched to try to restore Brighton 53, a
double-deck open top tramcar which is the sole survivor of the town’s tram system. Car 53 is also historically significant as it was one of the last open-top trams to
be built in this country, and possibly in the world – excluding the miniature cars at
Seaton of course! Tramways Monthly is delighted to be able to bring you this report
on the story so far, courtesy of ‘the man with the plan’, Guy Hall.

I was born in Brighton, and have always had an interest in public transport, namely trains and
trams. My father (and grandfather) worked for the Southern Region, and I was lucky enough to
be taken round the engine works, before it was demolished. When I discovered Brighton had had
a tram system, I was amazed! I bought all the books I could, and saw the remaining evidence of

GUY HALL

Brighton’s Last Tram
Guy Hall

the odd overhead pole, and the shelters made by the Corporation. Fast forward to the summer of 2009, and I wanted to build a “00” gauge
Brighton tram. Rumour had whispered that one had survived, so after getting plans of the “F” class final production tram, I spoke to a transport historian who had detailed knowledge of many local items. The end result was that I wrote to the farmer who had last owned 53, and in
early December 2009, I found myself on a Sussex farm looking at the last Brighton tram.
The farmer had tried in the ‘80s to do something, but indifference and poor advice meant that he had given up. I found myself turning round
and saying “Let me have a try”! I am a volunteer at the Bluebell Railway, and I knew I could get advice and help. Crich could also help here!
The mission was born, and I resolved with all my strength to get her restored.
Once I returned home, I realised that this needed to be done “up to the knocker”, i.e. just right!
This was the last one of its kind, and I was new to this. I am an experienced modeller, but this was
1:1! I also needed to really plan this and get the right advice, and know the obstacles. To me, it
had to be almost military in its precision, with no loose ends. The farmer was reserved at first, and
quite rightly, but after some phone calls and letters, he warmed up when he realised I was serious.
This is unique history, and a chance to pass on something, and I felt keenly responsible.

GUY HALL

The present position is as follows. The farmer has agreed to upgrade the shed around 53, so it has
a work place, and I am now on a society recruitment drive. It has only been me up to now, and
I have a much better idea of what is involved. I am sourcing photos and plans, but the official
plans have not surfaced; I don’t know if they still exist. You might know that the trams finished on
the 1st of September 1939, and all the track, trams etc, were quickly scrapped or destroyed.
Membership applications are welcome, and will be processed shortly!

I’m sure in the short term it will be a case of trying to iron out any teething issues with the new
trams and line but that doesn’t mean we should say that is enough, rather it should just be the
start.

PAUL GALEY

Following what we hope in 2012 will be a successful conversion to Light Rail for the Blackpool
Tram system, it leads one to ask what next for trams in Blackpool? Should for example, the line
be extended back into the centre of Blackpool itself. Blackpool once had such a network as we
have all recently been reminded with the exposure of the old tracks during the building works on
St John’s Square.

Blackpool since the closure of the Dickson line route has not had an integrated transport network with the tram line not being near a railway
station.
I see five different options available to create that integrated network that Blackpool so deserves.
• Option A) Build an extension to the Blackpool North
• Option B) Build an extension to Blackpool Airport
• Option C)
The original Light Rail plan of building a line to Lytham and Blackpool North and Fleetwood
• Option D)
Convert Blackpool South Rail line in to a Tram Train line.
Option A) Build an extension to the Blackpool North Rail Station.
The first and most most realistic of any future extensions has to be an extension to Blackpool North Railway Station. For a short line it would have
a dramatic effect in creating a truely integrated transport network in Blackpool for the first time since the closure of the Dickson Line.
The demand for such a line will increase when the two great development projects in Blackpool are completed, the opening of the rebuilt
tramline in 2012 and the completion of the Talbot Gateway in 2020 (although expect to add a few years on that project). The cost of such a
line could be met with a shared deal between Blackpool Town and Lancashire County Councils as funding from the Department of Transport
is unlikely to happen in the immediate future. The cost of such a line will depend on how many utility pipes have been built under Talbot Road
since the Line closed.
Chances of happening:
This line has the biggest chance of happening, although it will take a lot of lobbying and promotion but the results of such a line would have a
big effect in linking Blackpool’s biggest railway station with the towns tram line and leading in Blackpool’s continued regeneration.
Option B) Build an extension to Blackpool Airport
There has been much talk of linking the tram line to Blackpool Airport from Starr Gate, to create an integrated Transport network with both the

Railway Station at Squires Gate and the Airport.
Chances of happening:
What with falling passenger numbers at Blackpool International, it’s unlikely but can’t be ruled
out in the long term especially as such a line could connect to supermarkets like Morrisons as
well as the airport in the future.

PAUL GALEY

Option C) The original Light Rail plan of building a line to Lytham and Blackpool North and
Fleetwood
The original conversion to Light Rail Plan which Alistair Darling refused to back was called the
Fylde Coast Rapid Transit System and would have given Blackpool a local transport system
which would have been the envy of many cities never mind towns in the UK. It would have
reopened the old line to Fleetwood and the Talbot Road line along with extending the tram
line to Lytham via the Blackpool South railway line.
The full map of FCRTS can be seen at http://img.photobucket.com/albums/v475/lusaka/blackpool.jpg
Chances of happening:
Very unlikely due to cost, although the line to Fleetwood may open in some form, it won’t be part of a Fylde Coast local transport plan rather
it will bea heritage line or reopened via Network Rail.
Option D) Convert Blackpool South Rail line
Linking on from the doomed Fylde Coast Rapid Transit System, plans have been mooted by Sir Peter Hall formally the Chairman of ReBlackpool
to run tram trains from the main tram line via Blackpool Pleasure Beach Station to Preston.

Conclusion
In the short term no extensions will be built as our national government looks
to reduce spending, so what ever extensions are built, the funding will have
to come from Blackpool and Lancashire which over the next twenty years
makes the Talbot Road extension the most likely to happen and would make
a big difference for people arriving to Blackpool by Coach and Train. All
parties including, the Councils of Lancashire and Blackpool, Blackpool’s MPs
and the people of Blackpool need to be behind the scheme. It may seem
a long way of but Blackpool is at its best when it thinks big and this will surely
be a case of embracing the spirit of John Bickerstaffe to achieve it.

PAUL GALEY

Chances of happening:
Unlikely, even with some European funding, the obstacles will be massive owing to these tram trains sharing the railway line into Preston station.

'Tramways Monthly' readers will probably be familiar to
some extent with the project to bring Blackpool's famous
tramway up to modern light rail standards by Easter 2012. A
great deal of visible progress has been made on bringing
the system forward into the 21st Century since last month's
magazine, and so we have decided to publish this special
feature to illustrate the work being done at present, whilst
also outlining how the tramway will change over the next
few years.
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On 22nd February, two members of the 'Live In Blackpool' web
community were lucky enough to be given a tour of the worksite near to
the Tower, where the life-expired track is being replaced between Foxhall
Square (where it will join up with the new promenade rails laid two years ago)
and Victoria Street. We are grateful to Peter Mowbray for providing these photos, and
also to Bam Nuttall for granting access to the site.

g

WA
DD
IN
GT
ON
B

la

ck

Much of the new track is now in place, except for a small gap near Tower where a new crossover
will be installed before the tramway re-opens on Good Friday. This is in place of the previous three-track
passing loop which has been lifted. As can be seen from these pictures, a fantastic job has been done at
this area, with the track laid on a solid concrete base to give a strong foundation. The promenade surface is
being tarmaced once track is in place, as had been done on the southern end of the 'Golden Mile'; this is a vast
improvement on the old paving slabs, and will perfectly complement the rejuvinated promenade!
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All photographs on this page were taken on an exclusive visit to the Promenade worksite, kindly granted by the Bam Nuttall project manager. The photographs were all taken by Peter Mowbray, and more of
the photographs from his exclusive visit can be seen on his website at http://liveinblackpool.co.uk/forum/viewtopic.php?f=9&t=2&start=20#p5317, as will many more photographs taken throughout the works.

There is of course, much more involved in upgrading the Blackpool system
than simply replacing track. One of the most noticeable changes will be the
construction of platforms at all retained tram stops, to give level access to the
new 'supertrams' and the Balloons with modified centre doors. Here are two
scenes of work underway on the new platforms at Norbreck, incorporating a
brick surround. The first shot shows the foundations on 13th February, whilst the
second was taken on the 19th. Inset is an artist's impression of how the finished
platforms will look.

All photographs on this page courtesy Alan Robson. You can
view more of his photos of the upgrade works and tramway
in general on his website at http://www.blackpooltrams.com

Another big project is the installation of new overhead poles between Thornton
Gate and Fleetwood; the picture shows a mix of new and old poles near Cleveleys.

Work is also progressing well on laying new track through the streets of Fleetwood - a major task as the road has had to be
excavated to enable the track to be replaced. These pictures illustrate the work in progress, which commenced at the
beginning of January, and the most recent images date from February 19th. Also shown here for comparison, we have a
look at the track bed, as well as a computer-generated image, giving an impression of how Lord Street Fleetwood will look
once the tramway upgrade is complete. Although this was not originally due to be completed until Easter 2012, local traders have indicated that they would prefer the building work to continue until it is complete, whereas it had previously been
stated that no work would be able to take place during the summer school holidays or the Christmas period. This could potentially allow trams to return to the town much earlier than anticipated, but the final decision has not been made as yet.

All photographs on this page courtesy Alan
Robson. You can view more of his photos of
the upgrade works and tramway in general on
his website at http://www.blackpooltrams.com

The most controversial element of the tramway upgrade has of course been at the opposite end of the line - namely the
new £20 million tram depot at Starr Gate. Despite several attempts to block the scheme by local residents, the building has
made incredible progress during the past few months as can be clearly seen in the accompanying photographs. This building will provide accommodation for up to 20 articulated trams on 10 different roads, and will also incorporate maintenance
facilities. It is due for completion sometime next year, so that the new vehicles can be housed inside it as they arrive in town.

All photographs on this
page courtesy Alan Robson. You can view more of
his photos of the upgrade
works and tramway in general on his website at http://
www.blackpooltrams.com

And Finally...

WIM BEUKENKAMP

Marton VAMBAC 11, Blackpol
Standard 158, Derby trolleybus 224 and London trolleybus
1521 are seen on the evening
of the 17th September 2009 at
the Chapel Road turning circle at the East Anglia Transport Museum. The vehicles
were out on a private hire during the evening. Alan Bertram

◄◄ London 1858 seen on the 8th January 2010 outside the depot at Carlton
Colville, when it had to be moved outside to enable access to the equipment inside the depot. The photographer comments that when taking his first
photo he was worried about the sun reflecting off the tram; within 5 minutes
the snow was falling hard!
▼▼ Britain wasn’t the only place hit by the wintery weather! During December and January The Hague in the Netherlands had a lot of snow, and a solution was found to ‘hire’ the 1927 Schorling trackscrubber 2 from the Hague
Transport Museum! A similar occurance took place in Rotterdam, with RET
bringing out it’s 1931 work car fleet to clear the tracks.
▼► Our final snow photograph this month is also from The Hague, and shows
a HTM tram derailed at Lorentzplein on Dec 20, 2009.

WIM BEUKENKAMP
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Back cover

Last month in Tramways Monthly we had a special snow edition, covering the winter weather that struck most of the United Kingdom. Since that issue went to press we have received a few more snow issues - from East Anglia and the Netherlands! - and have included them here for your viewing pleasure. In addition both Heaton Park and Crich were once more
affected by the latest flurry of snow in the country, and we plan to bring you photographs of both tramways in the next
edition of Tramways Monthly! (Ed: Whenever that may be!)

