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The Big Shunt 2010: Blackpool

Tuesday 9th March 2010 saw a far amount of shunting take place
at Blackpool’s Rigby Road Depot. Withdrawn cars 607, 704 and
710, preserved 605 and under overhaul 600 all made appearances on the fan, and we’ve got photos of them all!
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The Big Shunt 2010: Crich

Crich Tramway Village also saw a large shunting
exercise take place recently, with many cars being moved around ready for the opening of the
newly re-designed Exhibition Hall.
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Specials...

Regulars...

What’s inside...

No, you’re not seeing things!
Derby 1 makes an extremely rare appearance outside
of the Exhibition Hall during
a shunt on the 7th March
2010, to allow the tramcars
within to be moved around
ready for a new display to
open at Easter. More photographs can be seen in
our main pictorial, starting
on Page X. Dan Heeley
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Welcome

Well, it’s just 19 days since I last wrote an editorial, and I really can’t think of much to say! We’re finally managing to catch
up on our release schedule, with normal service hopefully to be resumed with the April edition of the magazine. Indeed, this
is our ‘earliest’ edition since August 2009! In order to get both this edition and our ‘Preservation Special’ out quickly however,
we have unfortunately once more had to push back our ‘Review of 2009’, which is now scheduled to be out in early April.
Yes, this publication really does exist! I hope it will be worth it when it does finally come out!
This issue is somewhat of a ‘Shunt Spectacular’, with some rare views of withdrawn cars in the daylight at Blackpool and
Crich. I won’t spoil it for you here though, you’ll have to read on to find out! I would like to thank however Alistair Liddle, Dan
Heeley and Richard Lomas for these rare photographs and I hope you will agree with me that their quality is excellent.
We’re also continuing our journey around the world in search of Blackpool’s Preserved Trams this month, and we’re off to
America to meet the ‘Expats’. If anyone has any more up to date information on these cars - Or indeed photographs - We
would very much like to see and publish them in the future!
Our final photographic feature this month is what we hope will be the first of many blasts from the past this year. We head
back in time to 1992 and see how just a handful of cars from Blckpool’s diverse fleet have changed in the past eighteen
years. If you have any old photographs (or new, for that matter!) that you would like to be used in the magazine, please do
send them in; we never turn material away!
Whilst we’re on the subject of Blackpool (And I should probably apologise now for how Blackpool-biased this year is going
to be!) Whilst this issue was being put together the expected operating pools for the year have appeared on a couple of
Yahoo! Groups. Regular readers will be aware that Twin Set Two is my favourite tram, and it’s pleasing to hear that this car is
being prepared for use and expected to be in the reserve fleet. Who knows, with the door modifications being delayed and
the chance of good weather at Easter, could it get in some early (and possibly last?) timetabled service turns?
Enjoy the issue!

Jack Gordon - 19/03/10
Editor - jack.gordon@tramways-monthly.com
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Modified Balloons: to run or not to run?
Conflicting reports are currently surrounding the Blackpool trams that are
having their centre platforms widened
for continued use on the core service
post-upgrade. Whilst some reliable
sources state that the modified cars
will be in service from Easter 2010, other equally reliable sources claim that
the trams will not be able to operate
north of Tower, and so may not run at
all this year. Apparently this is due to
potential clearance issues; although
there is a fairly wide space between
the tracks north of the Metropole hotel,
depsite this section not having been

LATEST NEWS

renewed in recent years, the passing loop at North Pier may be a problem. This is expected to be modified
next winter, but in its current form
there is some doubt as to whether a
wider tram could pass if another car
was positioned on the centre track.
Incidentally, the trams that could be
affected by this potential problem are
700, 713, 718 and 720.
Blackpool Transport are likely to have
a few headaches whilst arranging this
year’s operating pools - as well as the

The seasonal re-opening of Crich Tramway Village was disrupted
when, after a cold but uneventful half-term week, the museum was
forced to close on Sunday 21st February after another heavy snowfall. In the week prior to this, a couple of trams had operated on
most days, with Chesterfield 7 and Glasgow 22 both being regular
performers.
There was also more snow at Manchester, but unlike the previous
times that snow fell in the city, it was business as usual at Heaton
Park with Leeds 6 in operation despite the harsh weather on February 21st. The platform doors that were recently fitted to both end
platforms of this tram are certainly proving to be very welcome this
winter!
►► Balloon 718 is one of the first three Balloon cars that will be receiving the extended centre entrances. This scene is now unrepeatable
- work has begun on the entrances, Starr Gate is closed until 2012 and
Metro branding has been abadoned!

ANDREW WADDINGTON

Snow stops play (again!)
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above issue, it is thought that only trams
fitted with low-voltage equipment will
be able to have transponders fitted
to operate the new crossing signals at
road junctions. This means that unrefurbished cars are unlikely to be allowed
north of Bispham, reducing the number
of trams available for timetabled services even further! On the plus side however, this may have some positive implications for enthusiasts, as it is highly
likely that the Twin cars will have to be
used more often this summer due to
the lack of other trams that have lowvoltage equipment.
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Trams return to Blackpool promenade!

PETER MOWBRAY

Tuesday 23rd February was a slightly exciting day in Blackpool, as it
marked the reappearance of passenger trams to the promenade
tramway between Pleasure Beach and Foxhall - albeit only for crew
training purposes. In order to re-familiarise Blackpool Transport staff
with the art of tram driving, refurbished Brush car 631 was noted out
and about on this day with ‘L’ plates fitted. This was the first tram to
leave the depot area (excluding works vehicles) since car 627 ran
in during the early hours of November 9th. Centenary car 643 was
also out on this day, apparently being used to test the new overhead
wires whilst also helping to clear debris from the tracks. This car retains
the odd black and white livery it carried last year.
Brush cars 630 & 631 have both been spotted out and about on a few
further occasions, including Friday 26th February. These runs look set
to become increasingly common as the re-opening of the tramway
on Good Friday draws ever closer.

Tramway overhead stolen!

A large amount of the copper overhead wires along the northern stretch
of the Blackpool to Fleetwood tramway has been stolen, due to the power
being switched off whilst the tramway is closed for upgrading. Although
signs were put up on traction poles warning potential thieves that the wire
was live, this has unfortunately not fooled them, and numerous sections of
wires have been lost in several stages, both before and after Christmas.

PETER MOWBRAY

Although the problem is hardly new, this is a considerable setback to the
tramway - and if the wire was replaced now, it would probably be stolen
again before Easter! Therefore, it is looking increasingly likely that trams will
have to terminate at Thornton Gate, or possibly even Cleveleys, when the
line re-opens. Hopefully the section to Fisherman’s Walk in Fleetwood will
be able to re-open in May. It has been reported that the thefts have cost
Blackpool Borough Council a six-figure sum, something they could certainly
do without.

◄◄ ◄▲ Ahead of the tramway’s re-opening on Good Friday,
driver training has now commenced on the tramway. Brush
cars 630 and 631 have been used for the job, and both are
seen here in rather wet conditions!
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More rare trams see daylight at Crich!
The refurbishment of the main Exhibition Hall at Crich Tramway Village has now progressed to the extent that many
of the trams inside have had to be moved, so that space
can be cleared for new displays inside the building. A major shunting operation took place on the weekend of 27th
& 28th February, when approximately twenty of the static
tram fleet were moved!

Saturday 27th February saw Glasgow 1297 placed in the
main Hall after a wash. Then, Glasgow 1115 was selected
to receive a heavy clean in the workshop washbay. You
may recall that this tram was previously the centrepiece of
the ‘Tram at Night’ display, and this was its first outing since
1992! It was moved back inside the Exhibition Hall the following day, when its place was taken by Leicester 76; another car which hadn’t moved for nearly 18 years. It too has
been treated to a well-deserved clean and will look spotless when it goes back on display again.
Other trams which were moved during this incredibly hectic weekend included (deep breathe!): Newcastle 102,
London Transport 1, Brussels Snow Broom 96, Blackpool 49,
Prague 180, Blackpool Conduit car 4, Oporto 9, Dundee 21
and the steam tram engine ‘John Bull’ - and that’s not even
a complete list! Well done to everyone who was involved
in the tram moves, and indeed the Exhibition Hall project in
general, the completion of which is now very eagerly anticipated.
►► What? Leicester 76 in the main depot? No, it’s not been
commissioned into the 2010 running fleet at Crich, but was
instead just making a fleeting visit as part of it’s adventures in
the daylight for the first time in nearly 18 years!
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More platforms for Blackpool tram stops!

The upgrading of the Blackpool tramway to modern standards is continuing, with work now in progress on the construction of loading platforms at three tram stops in the Bispham area: namely Norbreck (which
was started first), Sandhurst Avenue and Cavendish Road. During the
first week of March, this work also commenced at two further locations
- namely the Cabin and Cliffs Hotel. These new platforms will eliminate
the need for passengers to have to step up onto a tram, as part of the
drive to improve passenger accessibility in order to make the tramway
more user-friendly. These platforms will eventually appear at all tram
stops within the next few years.
Incidentally, the Tramways Monthly Assistant Editor is especially pleased
that Cavendish Road is one of the first stops to get a platform, as this
is his most-commonly used stop due to its close proximity to the hotel
where he often stays over!

RICHARD LOMAS
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Fleetwood Transport Festival cancelled
Dissapointingly, it has been confirmed that
this year’s Fleetwood Transport Festival has
been cancelled. The event has been under
threat before, mainly due to a lack of available funding, but the axe has now fallen on it
and it will not be going ahead in 2010. However, it has been stated that this is due to the
roadworks in Fleetwood town centre, caused
by the renewal of tramway infrastructure.
The Fleetwood Transport Festival - or Tram
Sunday as it is popularly called - was first held
in 1985 as part of Blackpool’s tramway centenary year, and featured nine historic trams operating a shuttle service between Ash Street
and Fleetwood Ferry, in addition to vintage
vehicle displays and other attractions. It was
so succesful that it since became established

as an annual event; however, the emphasis has been moved away from the trams
somewhat in recent times. Due to health and
safety concerns, the running of vintage trams
through the streets was replaced by a shuttle
from Ash Street to Thornton Gate in 2001, and
as this did not prove very popular, the vintage
cars have more recently been used between
Blackpool and Fleetwood as ordinary specials, somewhat defeating the object of having a tram event in Fleetwood. In spite of that,
the festival has remained popular with many
thousands of visitors, who will no doubt miss
it greatly this year, as will the traders in Fleetwood who normally see it as their busiest day
of the year.
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to bring the Transport Festival back in July
2011, hopefully bigger and better than it had
been. That said, it remains to be seen how
big a role trams will have to play in the revised event if this comes to fruition, however
we wish all involved well with the project and
hope that it will be a success!

Beamish to increase depot
space

Trackwork is contuining on the tram line at
Beamish Museum, and it has been confirmed
by the Museum’s Transport Curator Paul Jarman via his excellent web blog, that some
old track is to be connected up to the existing depot fan. This will create an extra road
Happily the event organisers are hoping with space for up to three trams to be stored,
which is brilliant news as there had previously not been any space at all for extra trams
there!
Preparations are now underway for the ‘Power from the Past’ event at Beamish Museum,
which is taking place from April 15th - 18th inclusive. As previously reported, this year’s event Speculation mounts as to what vehicles could
will take on the main theme of ‘Corporations & Contractors’ and part of this event will include benefit from this move. Blackpool tower wagtramway works vehicles.
on 749, which is expected to participate in

Beamish prepare for ‘Power from the Past’

Conservation work has now been started on the Blackpool tower wagon 749 which is receiving some attention to its bearings, as well as the finish to protect the 100+ year old woodwork.
Although 749 will not be able to be operated at the event, it is intended to have it outside on
display as part of a photo opportunity on all four days of the event, when it should be posed
with Blackpool 31. Indeed, 31 itself is also receiving some much-needed remedial attention,
which has seen the lower body panels removed for replacement. The tram will also be repainted green temporarily, to portray its latter-day guise as works car 4, and work has already
commenced on rubbing down the bodywork.

this year’s ‘Power from the Past’ event, could
well move in from its current home inside the
Regional Museums Store at the Museum, and
it is also possible that the attraction could
accept further trams on loan due to the increased space available to them.
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Crich trams prepare for seaside holiday

Leeds 399 has now entered the works and is being
stripped ready to be lifted so its truck can be refurbished
as part of a programmed overhaul for the tram. Blackpool ‘Standard’ 40 has also paid a visit to the workshop,
this time an unplanned one after it developed a fault.
The traction motors have had to be removed to rectify this, and have now been sent away to a contractor
for attention, whilst the tram has been remounted on
its un-motored bogies and returned to the main depots
for storage, so that other trams can be accomodated
in the workshop at this busy time of year. It is sincerely
hoped that this unforseen situation will not prevent this
car from being loaned to its original home town, or indeed delay the overhaul work on 399. The Crich workshop team are normally good at responding to a crisis,
so hopefully both trams will be shipshape in time for their
planned holidays in the autumn!

►►2010 is shaping up to be quite the year for tramcar lifts at Crich Tramway Village! Blackpool 167 has
been re-trucked as it’s overhaul nears completion,
Blackpool 40 has been lifted for a motor overhaul
and now Leeds 399 has entered the ‘lift zone’ for the
commencement of its overhaul. Also expected to
be lifted this year is LUT 159, on the right, when it will
be placed on its own bogies as its restoration nears
completion.

We are pleased to announce that Tramways Monthly Twitter is back! After taking
a winter hibernation, our Twitter page will be used to post live updates from various tram events throughout the 2010 season - hopefully starting with the Heaton
Park 30th anniversary celebrations on Sunday 28th March. This promises to be a
fantastic event, so if you can’t be there in person, stay tuned for all the news on
the day at http://twitter.com/tramwaysmonthly.
We will be bringing coverage of future events from locations such as Blackpool,
Crich and Beamish during 2010, so be sure to keep an eye on the Twitter page for
more exciting updates in the months ahead!

RICHARD LOMAS

With the overhaul of Blackpool 167 in the Crich workshop now nearing completion, work has commenced
on two other trams which are expected to visit Blackpool for the tramway’s main 125th anniversary events in
September of this year.
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Blackpool Standard 143 has now had both of its
controllers (actually acquired from scrapped car
722) wired up, and further electrical work is now
nearing completion. The tram will then be ready
to leave the Lancastrian Transport Trust depot for
Rigby Road, where further work will be undertaken.

Standard 143

Pantograph 167
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Blackpool ‘Pantograph’ car 167 has been under attention in the
Crich workshop since last September, but completion of its overhaul is now in sight. A notable milestone occurred on Friday 12th
February when 167 was reunited with its refurbished bogies; this
task had been delayed because the tram required a brand new
axle after one of the old ones failed a non-destructive test. This
has enabled it to be moved to the Paint Bay at the front of the
workshop, where final preparations for the tram to be returned
to service are now being made. The tram is also in the latter
stages of being fully repainted in the same green and cream
livery that it has worn since it was restored back in 1985.

Manchester 765
Boat 600

Blackpool ‘Boat’ car 600 is another tram receiving
ongoing attention which is due an update in these
pages! Regular readers will be aware that Blackpool Transport are refurbishing this tram so that
it will be able to run on the upgraded tramway
as an extra car during the summer months. New
floor boarding has been fitted, whilst the central
canopy has been panelled, and the trolley tower
refitted. Outstanding tasks include the renewal of
exterior panels, and a complete re-wire.

LUT 159
RICHARD LOMAS

The current major restoration project at Crich has also made excellent progress since our last
update was published. The tram finally looks like
a double-decker again, with the railings and decency boards now fitted. 159 has been moved
around the workshop a few times this winter to
enable other trams to receive attention, but it is
now back in its usual position at the back of Road
3, which is clearly visible from the viewing gallery
in this building.

Manchester 765 has been undergoing some
remedial attention in the depot at Heaton
Park in readiness for it’s seaside holiday at
Blackpool this year. This has included repairs
to its braking equipment, as well as one
saloon door which has not been working
properly since... well, quite a while ago! 765
should be ready for service for the Heaton
Park 30th anniversary event on 28th March.

Railcoach 279

Blackpool Railcoach 279’s metamorphosis has progressed brilliantly in the last few
weeks. After the new No. 2 end cab underframe was fitted on February 20th, progress
has been swift - by the end of February the
cab floor had been laid, and the controller
and handbrake wheel were refitted. Work
has now commenced on restoring the actual pointed cab framework, to return the
car to its pre-1960 appearance. The new
framework has been constructed using steel
in place of wood, which although less authentic, will create a much stronger cab.

The
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By Andrew Waddington
Photos Dan Heeley and Richard Lomas

					
Regular ‘Tramways Monthly’ readers should be aware of the project to refurbish the main Exhibition Hall at Crich Tramway
				
Village, which has been largely unchanged since the early nineties. Thanks to two unrelated grants, the building is now being
		
modified to house a brand new exhibition entitled ‘Tramway Century’, which aims to illustrate the development of tramcar design from 1860
to 1960. As well as displaying most of the static tram fleet, the revised layout will also allow many artefacts to go on display to the public for the first
time, and will offer vastly improved interpreation of all exhibits.
Now that most of the old displays have been removed, the trams that live inside the Exhibition Hall
have been moved around so that the most appropriate cars can feature in the new display. The result was that a number of trams emerged into daylight for the first time in a great many years, and
we are delighted to be able to bring you this extended pictorial, featuring some of these. Enjoy!

RICHARD LOMAS

◄◄ Whilst the work inside the Exhibition Hall is underway, the buiding has been closed to visitors and
a reduced entry charge has been
introduced to compensate for any
disapointment this may cause.
However, this display board in the
workshop viewing gallery gives
visitors an impression of what they
can expect the completed exhibition to look like, and hopefully this
will encourage a few people to return once it is finished. The tram visible in the background is Liverpool 869.
▲► Here, you can clearly see then early stages of work in progress to remove the old
displays. This was the entrance lobby area of the Exhibition Hall, where trams from the
late 1800s greeted visitors, including the very first electric tram in Britain - Blackpool 4,
the original 1884 conduit car. In the foreground, Dundee trailer 21 and Glasgow 1115
can also be seen, all of which will still be part of the modified exhibition.
►► We take an alternative view of the Hall where the newly fitted solar panels on the
roof can be seen.

RICHARD LOMAS RICHARD LOMAS

								
								
								
								

DAN HEELEY

◄◄ One of the most unusual moves was that of Glasgow 1115, which
has been the centrepiece of the ‘Tram at Night’ display within the
Exhibition Hall since 1992. As semi-permanent features of the exhibition were put up around the tram after it was put in place, the car
has literally been trapped inside the building; however, the dismantling of these features, and the demolition of a false wall in front of
1115, has enabled it to be moved outside for the first time in almost
two decades. This momentous occasion took place on Saturday 27th
February, and here the tram is pictured standing on the traverser. You
could be forgiven for mistkaing this for a scene from an enthuisiast
event, due to the mini-Glasgow line-up! Behind 1115, can be seen
open-balcony car 22, and ‘Cunarder’ 1297.

DAN HEELEY

►► Almost 18 years indoors have left Glasgow 1115 covered in
dust, so it was taken into the workshop extension to be treated to a
heavy clean. Here it is seen passing through the depot gates whilst
being shunted towards Road 1. This is clearly the nearest this particular tram is likely to get to the main line for some time! After cleaning,
the tram was returned to the Exhibition Hall a day later.

On the right, are interior views of this tram, showing its finely restored woodwork. After a brief spell in the main depots for storage, it was later transferred
back to the Exhibition Hall, albeit in a new position, ready to take its place in
the brand new display.

RICHARD LOMAS
RICHARD LOMAS

DAN HEELEY
Another tram which has been static for an equally long period, and which saw
the light of day on Sunday 28th February, was Leicester 76. This attractive local
car was first put on display in the Exhibition Hall in 1992, and became a part of
the 1905 style Trade exhibition, meaning that it too has not moved for about 18
years. It too was in need of a spring clean and is shown here being moved into
the workshop by the Blackpool electric locomotive.

RICHARD LOMAS

DAN HEELEY

RICHARD LOMAS

Sheffield 264 was extracted from its normal position on the same
day as car 76, and is shown here moving on the traverser, which is
used to move vehicles sideways to access the various tracks in the
Exhibition, as well as Depots V & VI. 264 was moved so that the tram
behind it - Blackpool Brush Railcoach 298 - could be moved into Depot VI, as it will not be part of the new Exhibition. The following week
it was 264’s turn to be washed, and whilst it was in the workshop a
rare opportunity to get some photographs inside the car was seized.

◄◄ We end this special pictorial with a look at some of the other trams that have been moved
recently as part of the shunting movements. Glasgow 1297 was the first tram to be shunted,
and also the first to receive a preparatory clean prior to taking up its place in the Exhibition
Hall. This fine tramcar had actually been stored in the depot, having operated as recently as
2007, when it was withdrawn with a motor defect. As 1297 is in need of other work in order to
keep it in good running order, it has been decided that it will become a static exhibit for the
time being, and as one of the most modern British trams at Crich it is certainly worthy of inclusion in the ‘Century of Trams’ display.

RICHARD LOMAS

RICHARD LOMAS
►► One tram that is even more modern than 1297 is the wonderful Leeds 602. Famed for its experimental and highly complex electrical equipment as well as its beautiful royal purple
livery, which it received to acknowledge its entry into service
in Queen Elizabeth II’s Coronation year, this tram is also now
a non-runner despite being fully repainted in 2006. It is seen
being dragged from its former hideaway at the back of Road
9 in the main running sheds, ready to be washed.

DAN HEELEY

◄◄ Our final featured tram is possibly the most unusual one of all. Brussels 96 is a Brill snow
broom similar to those which once ran in Leeds, and has been part of the national collection at Crich since 1995. A cosmetic restoration allowed it to be placed on the Brill display
stand in the Trade Exhibition from April 1996, and this was the first time it had been outside
since then! This photograph dates from 28th February, and once again, the tram is seen on
the traverser.
Our thanks go to both Dan Heeley and Richard Lomas for capturing these unusual scenes
on camera, and for kindly allowing us to share them with our readers.

Blackpool Trams: Where Are They Now? - Part Four: “The Expats”
By Andrew Waddington & Jack Gordon

Our fourth part in our ongoing feature on the preserved Blackpool trams takes a look at the tramcars that have been preserved in America over the years.
No less than six cars have been preserved in America, and here we will take a glimpse at each of them. As an added bonus, we’ve also included some
more information on Blackpool Railgrinder 2, which is preserved at Crich Tramway Village, and was omitted from our first part due to a lack of information. If you missed any of the last three parts, they are still available to download - completely for free - from our website. Part One (Issue 9) focussed on
the cars preserved at Crich Tramway Village, Part Two (Issue 11) focussed on those in the care of the LTT whilst Part Three (Issue 13) focussed on ‘The Others’ - cars preserved at other locations within the United Kingdom. Please note that Parts 1-3 do not contain the most recently preserved tramcars (from
January 2009 onwards) which will be detailed in Part 5, due for publication in Issue 15.
Blackpool Standard 48
The successful operation of Blackpool ‘Standard’ 144 in America (see below) inspired the Willamette Shore Trolley museum to enquire about the possibility
of acquiring a sister car for preservation in 1962, upon hearing rumours that the Standards’ days in Blackpool were numbered.
It was agreed that the tram would be offered to the group at no cost to them, and it moved to its new home in 1964 via Hull docks.
Since 1995, car 48 has been running along the seven-mile ‘trolley line’ from Lake Oswego to Portland, passing the Willamette River and offering spectacular views along the way. Unfortunately there are no overhead wires there, so the trams have to tow a small generator unit which powers the motors.
However, the novelty of riding on a 1920s double-decker is clearly not lost on the people who visit the line, and with some TLC, it has operated regularly
and reliably there for many years.
Blackpool Standard 144
You might be surprised to learn that this open-balcony ‘Standard’ car was the first Blackpool tram to be preserved in the world - and it happened rather
by accident! Back in 1953, the Seashore Trolley Museum in the USA first expressed interest in acquiring a British tram for their fleet. Their first choice was
actually believed to be a London car, but by this time all of the surplus cars had been scrapped, which led the enthusiasts to Blackpool, where a review
of the remaining Standards followed. 144 was identified as being an ideal candidate for the museum, and Blackpool Corporation Transport generously
agreed to donate the tram to the US musuem, free of charge. It duly departed on March 11th in 1955, leaving Liverpool Docks for Boston on March 20th
with the bogies travelling seperately; although these trams can easily have the top & bottom dec ks seperated, 144 travelled in one piece.
Since arriving there, 144 has been incredibly popular in a collection that is dominated by single-deck trams. It was later restored to its original red & white
livery, but was more recently repainted green & cream again - the only open balcony car currently painted in this livery. 144 appears identical to car
40 at Crich, as it too was never fully enclosed, but unlike fellow preserved car 143, it has enclosed vestibules to protect platform staff from the elements.
Blackpool Boat 601
Following on from Standards 48, 144 & 147, the next tram to move to a new life ‘across the pond’ was one of the distinctive 1934 single-deck ‘Boat’ cars.
601 was chosen to participate in events to co-incide with the British Trade Fair which took place in San Francisco in autumn 1971. The tram was bought
by the California Railway Museum and set sail in August of that year - but all was not plain sailing for the tram, which was stranded as a result of a lengthy
dock strike, and it ended up missing the British Trade Fair completely! 601 duly ended up at Rio Vista, but it later ran at San Francisco during the mid-1980s
on a tourist line before moving back to Rio Vista for display as a museum piece.

Blackpool Boat 603
1976 marked the Centenary of the Blackpool Borough, but overseas it was also the American Bicentennial year. The loan of a Blackpool
tram to Philadelphia was propsed to commemorate the occasion, and Boat car 603 arrived there in March 1976. To operate there, 603 had
to be re-gauged, and perhaps more noticeably, it also became the first of the class to be painted any colour other than green & cream
- namely a striking white and orange layout, thanks to corporate sponsorship from Pittsburgh Paints. After a couple of years in service it returned home in July 1978, but sadly it was dumped at the back of the depot there and did not run in Blackpool again. With six other Boats
serviceable, the expense of regauging 603 again was presumably not considered worthwhile, and for a number of years the forgotten Boat
tram made a sad sight despit e its colourful paintwork.
All was not lost, however. After sister car 601 had proved such a big hit at San Francisco during its visit there, it was decided that another
Boat car should be acquired for operation there on a special tourist service. As 603 was considered surplus to requirements, it was an obvious sale candidate, and duly returned to the USA in 1985, making its third and final sailing across the Atlantic. The tram has since regained its
original style green & cream livery and its old fleet number 228, whilst more recently it has been modified to carry passengers in wheelchairs.
Due to the central platform area being lower than the rest of the tram, a doorway had to be cut into one side of the bodywork at one end
instead, offering a historic tram that is fully accessible for all to enjoy.
Blackpool Boat 606
The third ‘Boat’ tram to be shipped to the USA was car 606, exported in September 2000. The car had previously found fame when it became the first Blackpool tram to run in Scotland, for the 1988 Glasgow Garden Festival, and the blue and yellow advertising livery it carried
that year for ‘Bellhaven Beers’ later inspired the repaints of other Boats in different attractive colours. This livery was used as a background
for several different advertisers until October 1998, when it was painted into a revised livery consisting of a mainly yellow body with blue top
and end ‘V’ shapes.
Plans to bring Standard car 147 back to Blackpool for restoration to operating condition led to discussions with the car’s owners, the US Trolleyville Museum, who agreed to part with 147 on conditon that they received an Open Boat car in exchange. 606 was the chosen one, and
after removal of its windscreens (as they are not an original feature), it set sail in 2000. Although BTS provided enough paint to return 606 to
its original green and cream colours, Trolleyville did not repaint it as they preferred it in yellow and blue! When the car was unloaded it sustained some minor damage to its lower body panels which had to be made good before it was pressed into service.
Soon after 606 was exported, Trolleyville closed down. 606 has recently changed hands again after being auctioned off, and was moved
to the National Capital Trolley Museum, Maryland late in 2009. There, it will hopefully now face a bright future after being in limbo for the last
few years. Readers may be interested to know that Tramways Monthly has sponsored the transportation of a replacement air brake handle
for this car, after the previous one was misplaced. We would like to thank Crich Tramway Village for their kind donation of the replacement
handle, and wish everyone at the National Capital Trolley Museum all the best with this car.

►► Blackpool 228 is seen During 2009 whilst operating on the San Franciso MUNI system, where it
has been since 1984. Photo available under Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Unported License.

ZEDLA @ WMF COMMONS

▲► What a difference a coat of paint makes! This
is 606 at Pleasure Beach again, newly painted
in yellow & blue livery with fellow open cars 602
and 706 behind it. This was the tram’s penultimate
season of use in Blackpool before it left for its new
home in America.

TONY WADDINGTON

ALAN ROBSON
▲▲ An archive shot of 606 entering the old Pleasure Beach inner loop, and looking rather plain in
the mainly cream 1970s style livery.
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Crich Tramway Village isn’t the only place that has witnessed some unusual tram movements in the past month - on
				
Tuesday 9th March, three withdrawn cars were extracted from the depths of Rigby Road depot at Blackpool, whilst the cur			
rent major workshop project was also moved. Alistair Liddle was lucky enough to be passing at the time, and we are very grateful to
him for allowing us to publish these rare shots in our magazine. To see more images from this day, along with many more of Alistair’s superb bus and
tram photographs, please visit - http://www.alistair268.fotopic.net

►► One of the demic trams to be moved outside on this day was the heavily stripped
Balloon car 704. This tram - which still retains the attractive ‘Eclipse’ advert livery applied in 2000 - donated many parts to sister car 717 and now looks very sorry for itself
indeed. This has not been helped by the removal of its cab door at the end pictured
(see inset); this has been borrowed by the LTT to help with measurements of Railcoach
279’s new cab framework! 704 is unable to move under power and therefore had to be
towed out by 710, which it is coupled to. This tram is expected to leave Blackpool in the
fairly near future as it has been sold to the Manchester Transport Museum Society, and
will donate parts to other restoration projects. In the long-term it is still hoped to restore
it back to running order one day.

◄◄ Both 704 and Boat 607 (shown below) were hauled on this day by Balloon 710
- not bad going for a withdrawn car! Although 710 has various structural defects,
including a worn-out underframe, it is still largely intact and could make a nice
static exhibit for somebody. Indeed, it is understood that the tram has now been
sold, although the identity of its new owner remains a mystery to most. Here we see
it on the corner of Hopton Road.

Boat car 607 is no stranger to these pages, and despite being
out of action since summer 2004 its fortunes are set to change
for the better with a short-term loan to Beamish on the cards this
year, followed by a permanent place in the Crich tram collection. However, after having its trolley wheel removed it cannot
operate and therefore currently has to be towed by another
tram during shunting movements such as this one. However,
the tram looks well considering its five years in store. Heading
a line-up with Balloons 704 & 710, this sight must certainly have
brought back some great memories of the days when all these
trams ran regularly for the photographer!

Quite possibly the most interesting move of the day
saw Boat 600, part way through its major overhaul, get
a taste of daylight. To add to the novelty value it was
moved with assistance from another Boat car, 605,
which is itself of interest to us following sale to the Lancastrian Transport Trust recently. It is rather doubtful that
605 will run in Blackpool again, at least in its present
condition, making this another scoop! Both trams are
pictured on the depot fan, and then again on Blundell
Street as 600 is moved to the Fitting Shop. Progress on
the tram, including its new floor and inner panels, as
well as the repanelled central canopy, can clearly be
seen here. Less welcome is the large metal box housed
within the trolley tower, which contains the car’s lowvoltage equipment. Hopefully the tram will regain it’s
Union Jack discs or something similar to help hide this
rather ugly new addition.

Blackpool Trams: Then & Now
By Andrew Waddington

Photos Tony Waddington

Blackpool’s tramway is currently going through a period of significant change, and so this is an interesting time to take a
look back at how the trams that run in the town themselves have changed over the past few decades. This month, our special pictorial takes you back to 1992 via the photographs of Tony Waddington, as we take a look at some of the cars that
were in regular daily use back then, and comparing them with more recent views of the same trams.
First up, is Balloon car 701. This tram was treated to a heavy overhaul in the early 1990s, and although the work undertaken
would be considered rather basic by today’s standards, at the time it was the pride of the fleet. To highlight just how special
701 was, it was painted in this stylish red & white livery, based on the colours applied to the ex-London Routemaster buses
which operated the promenade bus service at this time. Sadly the colours soon faded, and after the 1993 season, 701 reverted to the more mundane green & cream fleet livery. Today it has fallen from grace somewhat, and ran during 2009 in
a plain yellow livery, as shown opposite. As this tram is not fitted with low-voltage equipment it is unlikely to be fitted with
transponders, so it may not run in Blackpool this year - and even if it does, it is unlikely to reach Little Bispham loop again,
making this relatively recent scene another piece of history.

◄◄ An equally striking Balloon car in 1992, was 718, pictured
exiting the old Pleasure Beach inner loop. This was 718’s second all-over advert design for McDonald’s which lasted for
three years, before it too regained fleet livery. The tram last
ran in this form in 1998, and was then withdrawn for rebuilding due to the discovery of structural defects. Other features
worth noting in this picture include the severely corroded
traction poles, and in the foreground, the old spur track leading onto the loop from the south is clearly visible.

►► 718 was the third ‘Millennium’ rebuild with flat ends,
entering service in its new guise during 2002. After advertising City Sightseeing and then Vodka Kick, it received
this blue and yellow version of Metro Coastlines livery in
summer 2007. Here it is shown on Hopton Road during a
depot shunting exercise.

Despite being the newest trams in the Blackpool fleet, the appearance of the Centenary cars has been changed several
times over the years, as these contrasting images of pioneer car 641 illustrate. The first picture shows 641 in near-original
condition at Pleasure Beach heading for Starr Gate. The roof advert box on this car was unique, as was its unusual pantograph tower and the front end bumpers, clearly giving away the fact that this was the prototype of the class. These
features all survived until it was heavily stripped for overhaul in November 1999. Unlike some of the later refurbishbments,
641 retained its curved windscreens but its appearance was otherwise changed quite drastically. The car has carried
several different adverts for Orion Bingo, but is currently painted orange - the most recent advert is pictured. This photo
was actually taken at almost exactly the same location as the first picture of Balloon 718 (above).

◄◄ These days not many Brush cars are left in service, but
they were a common sight in 1992. This picture shows car 633
returning to depot after a day on the promenade. The advert it carried then was for Coral Island, and lasted from 1990
until early 1994, when it was replaced by a new design for
the now-closed indoor market Browsers on Waterloo Road.
633 was withdrawn in 1998, and at one time its future looked
bleak.

►► However, in 2001 the heavily stripped tram was selected to form the basis of a new iluminated feature car,
sponsored by Fisherman’s Friend and based on the shape
of the fishing trawler which forms the company’s logo.
Very little of the old 633 was retained, but it kept its old fleet
number until 2008 when it became car 737. This picture
shows the tram in its final year as 633, having just arrived
at North Pier shortly after the lights had been switched on
a cool September evening.

EVENTS DIARY
Date

28th March
28th March
4th/5th April
4th April
7th April
10th April
14th April
15th-18th April
1st May
3rd May
8th/9th May
9th May
26th May
30th May
30th May
31st May
2nd June
3rd-6th June
5th June
6th June
20th June
25th-27th June
26th/27th June
26th June
27th June

Event

Celebration Event - 30 years in service
Bird Watching Trip
Easter 1940s Weekend
Easter Sunday - Easter Egg Hunt at Colyton Station
Junior Bird Watching Trip
Bird Watching Trip
Junior Bird Watching Trip
Power from the Past
Barn Dance at Seaton Tramway
Bird Watching Trip
Models Weekend
Morris Minor Day
Teddy Bear Day
Enthusiasts’ Tram Event
Bird Watching Trip
150 Not Out!
Junior Bird Watching Trip
Georgian Spring Fair
40th Birthday Celebrations
16th Classic Car Show & Green Transport Gathering
Father’s Day
EuroModel Tram Festival
1950s Weekend
Enthusiast Tramway Events
Totally Transport

Location

Heaton Park Tramway
Seaton Tramway
Crich Tramway Village
Seaton Tramway
Seaton Tramway
Seaton Tramway
Seaton Tramway
Beamish North of England Open Air Museum
Seaton Tramway
Seaton Tramway
Crich Tramway Village
Crich Tramway Village
Seaton Tramway
Crich Tramway Village
Seaton Tramway
Crich Tramway Village
Seaton Tramway
Beamish North of England Open Air Museum
Seaton Tramway
Seaton Tramway
Seaton Tramway
Litomerice Exhibition Grounds
Crich Tramway Village
Blackpool & Fleetwood Tramway
New South Promenade/Ocean Boulevard,
Blackpool
30th June
Tapas Evening & Optional Tram Ride
Seaton Tramway
We aim to be accurate with all details carried, however errors may occur. We advise that you check before travelling
to a particular event.

And Finally...

Following a much-needed
bath, Leicester 76 is shown
here being moved back into
the Exhibition Hall. Alongside
is Hill of Howth 10, another
tram that has been moved to
a different position in order to
fit in with the story of the tram
in the new static display. Richard Lomas

JOHN WHITEHOUSE

JOHN WHITEHOUSE

ALAN BERTRAM
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Yet more snow! If you’ve not already had enough of the white stuff, here’s two more photos from Heaton Park during the
(hopefully!) final flurry for this winter (Spring?). Both photos are courtesy of John Whitehouse, and both feature Leeds 6.

Snow not your thing? How about the fact that it’s now only fourteen days until the
Blackpool & Fleetwood tramway will re-open, albeit only between Pleasure Beach
and Thornton Gate (possibly Cleveleys, for operational reasons), for the first day of
its 125th Anniversary Season? While the operational pools are not yet confirmed for
this year, it is rumoured that two twin sets will be included, one of which should be
672+682 - the Editor’s favourite! It is also believed that all four of the Balloon trams with
the external door modifications will be included in the fleet this year, however this is
not confirmed and there may be a delay for 700, 713 and 718 due to supply problems. Perhaps one of the last chances to see Sets 2 and 5 (the other rumoured twin)
on a regular, timetabled service before they are withdrawn?

