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Beamish ‘Power from the Past’ Event 2010

The annual ‘Power from the Past’ event at Beamish took place between the 15th and 18th April 2010, and we’ve got full coverage
from across the event, including visiting tramcars Cardiff 131 and
Leeds 6 and the specially repainted Blackpool 4 for the event.
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This photo just about sums up
the theme of this year’s ‘Power from the Past’ Event at the
Beamish North of England Outdoor Living Museum - ‘Corporations and Contractors’. The
three works cars that were on
site for the event, Cardiff 131
(From Crich), Leeds 6 (From
Heaton Park) and Blackpool
4 (A.K.A. Marton Box 31) are
captured here in the Museum’s period street, along with
a visiting horse-drawn roadsweeper. Jason Cross
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Three more trams preserved!
Blackpool Brush 627, Railcoach 678 and Baloon 710 become the latest three tramcars to find new homes, moving to a new museum at Fleetwood Ferry.
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I was hoping for a quiet month this time round in the run up to my A
Level exams, however it seems that I have got quite the opposite, with
another jam packed issue and yet more stuff having to be moved into
next month’s - Including coverage of the FTS Convention Weekend, various updates from Edinburgh and the move of Balloon 702 and Brush 623
from Blackpool tramway into storage for the MTMS - and much more
besides! We never like to delay anything, however from time to time we
have to so as we don’t blow everyone’s download limits!

DAVID SMITH

Since the last edition went to press rather a lot has happened in the
tram world, possibly the most exciting of which (and is covered in this
magazine!) is the ‘Power from the Past’ Event at Beamish in mid-April. This
event saw two visiting tramcars, Leeds 6 and Cardiff 131, and a specially
repainted Blackpool Marton Box 31 to create a works car theme on the
tramway front of things. As an added bonus, the now-withdrawn Sheffield 264 also made several appearances over the course of the event,
even making it into the period street for a photoshoot on the Thursday.
We’ve got full coverage of all four of the event days (and a little more besides!) contained within, and we hope that you enjoy it all.
I’d just like to add a personal thanks to everyone who was involved in allowing me to visit as part of the team from Crich taking Cardiff
131 - it was an excellent experience that will stay with me for a long time, and it was great to be able to explore the Beamish site and
continue my learning of tramway stuff at the same time! Thanks must also go to David Smith for taking the above photograph of me
guarding 131 on the Saturday - and I also add the only one ‘planned’ to include me, though I have appeared in a lot more!
In the news this month - perhaps not surprisingly - are more of Blackpool’s preserved or to be preserved tramcars. As mentioned
above, Brush 623 and Balloon 702 left Rigby Road for the final time in May, and you can read a brief story on this within - a full pictorial
will be included in the next edition. We also have details of the latest three Blackpool tramcar preservations to be announced - while
it is known that all three have been sold - and it was known that two were in common ownership - it was not known where the three
were going, nor indeed what the three were! Again, read on to find out more!
Enjoy the magazine!
Jack Gordon - 31/05/10
Editor - jack.gordon@tramways-monthly.com
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Three trams set for display at Fleetwood!
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This month, we can exclusively reveal
that a new tramcar preservation group
named 'Friends of Fleetwood Trams' has
been formed - and that the group have
already purchased three trams from
Blackpool Transport for future display,
with more expected to follow! The
new organisation has been created to
preserve a representative selection of
the traditional trams that have served
the tram route between Blackpool and
Fleetwood since the 1930s.
The trams that have been acquired so
far are Brush Railcoach 627, Ex-Towing
Railcoach 678 and Balloon 710. All of
these trams are withdrawn from service, although all three are still capable
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of moving under power, as far as we
are aware. 627 is a particularly excellent choice for preservation following its
starring role at last year's events to mark
the end of traditional tram services to
Fleetwood, and so it is particularly pleasing to see that this celebrity car will be
put on display in the town which helped
to boost its fame last year. 678 is perhaps
a slightly surprising choice owing to its
poor body condition, but it could probably be made into a presentable static
exhibit fairly easily. The tram currently has
an advert livery for Radio Wave, but it is
intended that it will be repainted cream
to represent the plain livery it carried
when it was rebuilt as a Twin car motor
in 1960. Finally, 710 has become the lat-

LATEST NEWS

The 'Friends of Fleetwood Trams' have
also revealed that they have reserved
more trams which will be added to their
collection at a later date. It is intended
to display all of them at a new attraction
close to the tramway's Fleetwood Ferry
terminus. We understand that the trams
will form part of an exhibition which will
also include National Archival Collections. The project is being supported by
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est Balloon car to have found a secure
home - this tram's biggest claims to
fame are that it was the first of its type to
operate away from home when it ran at
Crich in 1984/5, and also that it knocked
down the infamous Alan Bradley in TV's
Coronation Street in 1989!

LATEST NEWS

the British Commercial Vehicle Museum
at Leyland, and its founding members
include well-known tramway author
Steve Palmer, and John Woodman of
Rigby Road Publishing, along with other
respected transport enthusiasts.
We would like to wish the Friends well
with this exciting new venture, and
readers can expect more news on their
progress as we get it! In the meantime,
it is possible to become involved yourself with their activities; details of how to
make a donation can be found on their
new website: http://fleetwoodtrams.
co.uk. AW
All photographs courtesy Alan Robson.

ST NEWS LATEST NEWS LATEST NEWS
632 & 702 leave Blackpool
History was made on Thursday 6th May, when two more
trams left Blackpool after being sold. The trams in question, Brush Railcoach 623 and Balloon car 702, were
transported to Manchester by the early evening, where
they have been put into temporary storage due to a
lack of space at Heaton Park, where both trams will
ultimately be operated.
Both trams had their pantographs and part of their lifeguards removed on Wednesday 5th May in readiness
for their road trip, whilst 623's pantograph tower was
also removed on the morning of the 6th.
702 was first to be loaded, with fellow 1970s liveried
tram 626 used to shunt it into position alongside the
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Fitting Shop, allowing it to be pushed onto the low
loader. It was then moved to the other side of Blundell
Street, so that the space could be taken by a second
lorry, onto which 623 was loaded. Brush car 631 was
then used to manoeuvore 623 into place, and it was
then carefully pushed onto the lorry, which looked
noticeably higher off the ground than 702's. After the
very lengthy loading process was finally completed,
the trams left Rigby Road at approximately 1:40pm,
with 702 leading 623 down Lytham Road on the way to
a brand new life in preservation. Although the whole
operation was supposed to be top secret, by the time
702 was loaded, quite a crowd had gathered to see
the cars off including representatives of at least two
tramway enthusiast publications. The trams arrived in
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Manchester later the same day, having been accompanied by a Police escort for part of their journey.
Whilst the occasion was tinged with sadness at the
thought of losing two popular members of the fleet after more than seventy years in Blackpool, at least both
cars are going to a very good home, and hopefully it
won't be too long before they will be able to run again
at Heaton Park, where they will once again be able to
fulfill the purpose for which they were constructed back
in the 1930s.
An extended pictorial of the two tramcars being loaded at Rigby Road will be included in the June editon of
Tramways Monthly. AW

▼ Brush 623 and Balloon 702 leave for the last time - this was the view after both trams had loaded up and were ready to leave Blackpool for pastures new. Both: Andrew Waddington
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First Edinburgh tram goes on show
The first brand new tram in Edinburgh touched down on
Scottish rails late at night on Sunday 25th April, and work
then commenced almost immediately on preparing
the vehicle to meet its public. This preceded an official
hand-over ceremony which took place a couple of
days later. This early arrival will give locals a chance to
inspect the vehicle, and is likely to prove popular following the succesful visit of a mock-up tram last year which
attracted around 140,000 visitors.
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placed on display. The articulated car was transported
in three seperate sections, each of which was moved
on a 30 metre long truck - it is believed that these were
then manoeuvred into position overnight on Sunday
25th April.

This 43 metre long vehicle, the first of a proposed fleet
of 27, has been constructed especially for the new light
rail network in the Scottish capital city. It will offer one
hundred per cent low floor access for up to 250 passengers (mostly standing), with ample luggage space also
available. The first arrival is numbered 252, and is actually the second car in the new fleet numerically. It has
also been confirmed that the system’s corporate livery
will be white and maroon, loosely inspired by the colours
of Edinburgh’s first generation trams.

Then on Tuesday 27th April, an official unveiling ceremony took place when car 252 was officially handed over
to the City of Edinburgh Council Leader, Jenny Dawe,
who was handed the control keys to the tram on behalf
of the City as representatives from Edinburgh Trams and
vehicle manufacturers CAF looked on. From the following day, 252 has been available for inspection by the
general public daily between the hours of 11:00am and
6:00pm, with representatives of the Edinburgh Trams
project team on hand to answer questions from visitors.
The initial feedback from the public appears to have
been largely positive, which is most encouraging after
some of the previous negativity surrounding the return of
trams to the city.

The tram has travelled from Germany, across Europe,
via Amsterdam and up the A1 into Scotland before
reaching the Princes Street tram stop, where it has been

The arrival of the first tram has proved to be a very exciting
application of a new all-over vinyl advert on NET 211. The
milestone for the tramway scheme, and a major step to- vinyl is for “Tram It!”, and is advertising the NET park and ride
wards the anticipated opening of the system in 2012. AW facilities. Gareth Prior

▲Edinburgh 252 is now on display at the Princes Stree tram
stop, and visitors are able to board the tram and see what
is in store for the city once the system is complete. We will
feature more images of the tram next month. Ian Dunnet

▼ Not previously reported in Tramways Monthly was the
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Horse car L53 moves to Bury
The many adventures of Manchester horse car L53
continue, as the tram has now left Heaton Park for
a new temporary home.

On Tuesday 18th May, the unique Eades reversible tramcar was moved to the Bury Transport
Museum at Castlecroft, where it will stay on loan
for a period of three years. L53 has been moved
on in order to create additional depot space at
the park, which is needed for when Vanguard 619
moves from Blackpool in exchange for Manchester 765, as the former is noticeably longer than the
latter. It was decided to send L53 away on loan as
it is the least useful tram at Heaton Park, despite its
popularity, and it will also be an excellent ambas-
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sador for the tramway.
However, things may take a more complicated
twist later on in the year, as it has been suggested
on the official Heaton Park Tramway web blog that
L53 may still be available to attend other events
if requested, and that one such event may take
place later this year. Watch this space!
For more information on the Bury Transport Museum, which is operated by the East Lancashire Railway group and has recently re-opened following
a major renovation, take a look at their website:
http://burytransportmuseum.org.uk/ AW

Crich trams feature in BBC1 drama
The first installment of the two-part BBC1 drama
programme, A Passionate Woman, aired at 9:00pm
on the evening of Sunday 11th April
Regular readers may remember that some scenes
for this programme were filmed at Crich Tramway
Village late last year, and although Crich only
featured briefly in the programme, some excellent
shots of trams and the period street were included.
The tale of a woman who embarks on an affair
with tragic consequences, inspired by the real-life
experiences of writer Kay Mellor's mother, is partly
set in Leeds during the 1950s, and a cast of seemingly thousands were positioned outside the Red
Lion pub to create a realistic period scene.

Star of the show (tram-wise, anyway!) was Leeds
180 which featured in a few scenes. The main
character, played by Billie Piper, even took a ride
on the top deck of the tram whilst on her way to
see her secret lover. Metropolitan 331 also featured briefly, representing a Leeds Feltham car,
and even had a 'Leeds City Transport' transfer
applied on its lower panels to hide the 'Metropolitan' lettering. Unfortunately this did cause some
damage to the paintwork, which has since been
touched-up.
It was nice to see the Museum used to depict a
scene of 1950s Leeds, and the programme itself
seems to have been well-received. AW

New Blackpool ‘Sea Life’ advert
It's become something of a
tradition now that a new Sea Life
Centre advert livery appears on
the Blackpool tramway every
year, and 2010 is no different,
with Millennium car 709 now carrying a new one to replace last
season's.
Interestingly, we also lost another
Sea Life livery recently, with the

re-painting of Brush Railcoach
632, which advertised this popular seafront attraction before 709
took over in 2005.
The livery is quite similar to those
that have already appeared,
and is now the fourth major variation to be carried by the car.
The revised design is promoting
the "New for 2010" attraction

Shark Frenzy, and also features
the attraction's brand new logo.
Once again our thanks go to
Scott Moore for sending us the
above photo of an incomplete
709, seen in the tram shed during
the Fylde Tramway Society's annual Convention weekend. AW

▲ Blackpool Balloon car 703 has finally been outshopped from Blackpool's Paint Shop and looks absolutely magnificent. The tram has of
course been painted as Sunderland 101, inspired by the streamlined
trams similar to Balloons which used to run in the North East. A few minor detail jobs are still awaited, including the fitting of specially-made
destination blinds which will feature appropriate Sunderland destinations. Scott Moore
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Birkenhead tramway update
As well as the recent news regarding Merseytravel's
exciting plans for extending the Birkenhead heritage
tramway, there has been plenty of other activity at
Birkenhead already this year, with much more being
planned for later in the year. What follows is a brief summary of the latest news from this delightful small tramway.
Liverpool 762 is to receive external advertisements imminently for the first time since completion of its major
restoration. These are being made and funded by
Blackpool Transport, and will be carried on the tram
during its period of operation at the seaside town as
well as when it returns to Birkenhead at the end of the
year. Problems with the air braking system on the car
have also been rectified.

LATEST NEWS

LATEST NEWS

Whilst on the subject of advertisements, Hong Kong
70 has received new between-deck adverts promoting the 150th anniversary of Europe's first tram system,
which was of course at Birkenhead. Plans to celebrate
this event are also being put together, and an event is
expected to take place on August 30th to celebrate
this important milestone. Hopes are high that Birkenhead 7, a double-deck horse tram which is currently
stored away from public gaze, will be available for
display to co-incide with this event although this has not
been confirmed as yet.
Another anniversary happening this year is the 50th
birthday of the Merseyside Tramway Preservation Society, and Wallasey 78 has been specially decorated to
commemorate this. The banners on this car had originally been fitted to Birkenhead 20; however, planned
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work on this tram is taking longer than anticipated and
so it was felt that they should be transferred onto an
operational car. 20 is presently lifted as it needed re-tyring, but this has led to the discovery of cracked wheel
spokes which has pushed the cost of repair up quite
considerably. The end profile of its fenders has also
been amended as historical research has shown that
this was previously inaccurate, and the paintwork is to
be touched-up to remove various minor body scrapes.
Finally, work on the long-term restoration project that is
Warrington 2 continues, with one end platform looking
almost complete, and glazing also in place. To make
the other end of the car more accessible to workers,
the body was turned 180 degrees during February. A
new cantrail has also been built and fitted to the tram.
AW

▼ Blackpool Centenary 646 has received modifications to it’s advertising livery for Paul Gaunt Furniture. It is pictured here outside the depot at Rigby Road on May 1st. Scott Moore
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As it has been some time since we provided an update on the restoration of this Leeds horse car, this
month we offer you this summary on recent progress. On March 17th, the tram was moved out into the
open air so that the lower deck roof could be fitted, as there was not enough space in the shed where
the tram is being worked on. This caused the central body pillars to bow slightly due to the added pressure of the roof’s weight, but the use of load straps has cured this problem. The moniter ceiling planks
are now complete and ready for the canvas waterproofing, once suitable beading is available. Staircase stringers have arrived and are being marked out. Work has also commenced on the seat frames
and a CAD drawing for the axle is being prepared.

Leeds 107

This tram is now fully wired up with its interior lighting and signal bells now fully functioning, and the
upper deck seats are also being prepared for fitting. A matching pair of headlamps has been
donated to the Lancastrian Transport Trust by the
Tramway Museum Society for use on this car; in return the LTT have provided the glazing from Railcoach 679/279 which is ultimately intended for use
in OMO 5, currently stored at Clay Cross awaiting
its turn for overhaul in the Crich workshop. 143 will
receive tastefully concealed halogen headlights
as well as air brake equipment at the request of
Blackpool Transport, which should allow the tram
to become an important member of the historic
tram fleet in Blackpool.

Standard 143

Now that Standard 40 is available for service once more, work is being focussed on the intermediate overhaul of this car which has been lifted using the electric jacks, and its truck
dismantled for attention. It is hoped that this project will be completed by late summer,
as 399 is of course one of six Crich trams that are due to visit Blackpool for a few weeks to
co-incide with the tramway’s 125th anniversary celebrations in September.

Leeds 399

This tram is now back in service at Crich
Tramway Village following attention
to the motor problem mentioned in issue 14. Thankfully this has been swiftly
dealt with by the Museum’s contractor,
allowing this much-loved tram to miss
only a very small part of the operating
season.

TON

TONY WADDING

Standard 40

Leeds tower car 2 has been commissioned for operation
at Crich Tramway Village, having not run for a number
of years. This attractive works car - popularly known as a ‘Rail Derrick’
or ‘Double Cab’, due to it consisting of a central inspection tower sandwiched between two identical driving cabs - is now operational once
more and will hopefully be one of the stars at the annual Crich Enthusiast’s Tram Event, which takes place this year on Sunday 30th May.
Following attention in the workshop, which included a much-needed
wash, ‘Double Cab’ was taken onto the main line for what is believed
to be the first time since about 2006. The tram ran to Town End and
back on Saturday 15th May. This car’s return to action has been a very
welcome surprise, and hopefully one that enthusiasts will appreciate
and enjoy. The Crich workshop team also deserve full credit for taking
the time and effort to prepare this works car for use; well done guys!

Leeds 2

RICHARD

LOMAS

Railcoach 279

The second newly constructed cab underframe
has now been fitted, as progress continues on
the transformation of the former Ex-Towing car
into an authentic English Electric Railcoach. It is
hoped to launch this car during August, when it
is intended that it will operate an enthusiast tour
alongside fellow Lancastrian Transport Trust car,
Brush Railcoach 632, which is currently being repainted

The Snaefell Mountain Railway
The Snaefell Mountain Railway
opens for the season on
Saturday 24 April
Why not take the opportunity to take a trip to the top of the
Island. There are regular departures from Laxey Station with
connecting Manx Electric Railway Trams and Bus Vannin
Services.
Refreshments are available from the Laxey Station Café and
Snaefell Summit Hotel, but remember to take your coat and
wrap up warm as it can be quite chilly during the early part of
the season!
We look forward to seeing you during the season.
The Snaefell Mountain Railway operates daily from Saturday
24th April to Sunday 3rd October (subject to weather
conditions).
Further information can be obtained by:

Telephone: 01624 662525
Email:
heritagerailways@gov.im
Websites:
www.gov.im/tourism
www.iombusandrail.info

• The Snaefell Mountain Railway has a 3' 6"
gauge incorporating the "Fell" centre rail
braking system and is powered by overhead
wires carrying 550 volts DC. The line which is
approximately 5 miles long was constructed in
just seven months and opened in 1895.
• Leaving Laxey the Snaefell line climbs up an
average gradient of 1 in 12 on its way to the
Summit which is over 2000ft above sea level.
• There is one intermediate stop on the Snaefell
Mountain Railway which is at the Bungalow
where the track crosses the world famous Isle
of Man TT Races Course.
• From the Summit, on a clear day, you can get
a spectacular view of seven kingdoms which
are Mann, England, Ireland, Scotland, Wales,
Heaven and Sea.

Power from the Past 2010:
Corporations & Contractors

Between Thursday 15th & Sunday 18th April 2010, the Beamish Open Air Museum staged one of the most spectacular transport events of recent
years in the shape of its second annual ‘Power from the Past’ event. Following on from the success of last year’s inaugural event – which saw
Manchester horse tram L53 steal the show – this year’s promised to be even more ambitious, with a huge selection of vehicles in action around
the massive 300 acre museum site, which really brought a bygone era back to life. The main theme this time was ‘Corporations & Contractors’;
focussing on the unsung heroes of the transport world, which were involved with road & rail maintenance. Vehicles visiting for this unique gathering included steam rollers, steam lorries, a horse-drawn road sweeper and a vintage bus which featured in the ITV series ‘Heartbeat’. There
was even a specially constructed narrow-gauge railway in the colliery village! Of most interest to us, however, were two visiting trams: namely
Leeds 6 from Heaton Park, and Cardiff 131 from Crich Tramway Village, both of which were borrowed to tie in with the event theme. As an extra
attraction, Blackpool 31 was treated to a repaint in green works car livery, representing the fact that it was used by Blackpool’s engineering
department for many years following withdrawal from passenger service, and the car was even renumbered 4 for the weekend. Read on to find
out more about what happened...

Some of you will have been aware of the 5 days that 131 spent at Beamish in April. This took a bit of planning for not only the transport requirements (making sure our ever helpful and obliging haulage company had
a trailer and unit available), but also the engineering side of the loan. We
know that both Crich and Beamish operate to the same track gauge of
1435mm (4’ 8½” in old money) but there is more to it than that. Beamish
also use carbon skids on their overhead where as we use wheels (except those fitted with bows and pantographs). The main worry was that
the swivel head on 131 - which uses one of our standard wheels - would
have problems through the frogs. Luckily, a test run on Wednesday night
showed that this was not to be the case.
131’s journey to Beamish started at 16:15 on Tuesday 13th April, when the
unit and trailer turned up at Crich. The only problem here was that there
was a car blocking the way so we had to wait until gone 16:30 before the
lorry could get onto the depot fan. The workshop staff then swung into action in building the ramp, loading 131 and whilst disassembling the ramp,
Scott’s 2 drivers were chaining 131 down. In just over 1½ hours 131 was on its
way north, stopping at Bartonwood services overnight whilst I went home.

ANDY BAILEY

Tuesday & Wednesday 13/4th April 2010 - Andy Bailey

Wednesday meant an early morning, before travelling up north to meet 131 either at the truck stop just north of Scotch Corner or Beamish. 131
arrived at 11:00 and myself 15 minutes later. Meeting with two of Beamish staff saw the two drivers walking around the museum to check that
they could get around. Normally unless there is an emergency, non-period type vehicles are not allowed on site during the day but an exception was made so that the lorry could unload and get back to base within its operating hours. After a bit of a shunt around of trams in the depot,
the trailer was aligned up with the track and four of us (two drivers plus two of us from Crich) built the ramp, unloaded 131 and tidied up. As
soon as all four wheels were on the track, the lifeguards were released, the trolley put on the overhead wire and 131 was driven into the depot
for a check over. The only problem we found that the sand in the sand boxes was wet so we had to remove the sand and dry the boxes out.
Fortunately we took some spare sand, as the stuff we use is different to what Beamish use. That sorted, it just meant a test run around the system
after the public had gone. The only problem encountered was that the wire was quite high in a couple of places so it wasn’t a case of dewiring
more that the overhead left the trolley head. Adjustment of the stops on the trolley base and all was sorted.

Day 1 - Thursday 15th April 2010 - Gareth Prior

Day one of Power from the Past started off dull and overcast but that did not dampen what would (eventually) prove to be a great event.
Upon arrival shortly after 10am Sheffield 264 was being moved from the Depot for a rare outing in the open as part of a corporate event. This
tram is currently out of service awaiting funding for a major overhaul and it certainly looks in need of some TLC, although it was great to see it in
daylight. 264 was driven under its own power from the Depot to the Town and it was then stabled in front of the Bank and Masonic Hall for the
morning.
Also stabled in the town at this stage was Cardiff 131, one of the two loan trams on show at the event. This too was in front of the Bank and Masonic Hall and incredibly rare photos of these two together were able to be obtained. The other loanee tram, Leeds 6, was also stabled out in
the open throughout the morning and early afternoon, this time in front
of the Depot. Meanwhile, the passenger tram service was in the capable
hands of two local trams – Gateshead 10 and Sunderland 16.

The major tram action of the day didn’t really get going until around 3pm
when firstly Cardiff 131 moved from its position in the Town (it had previously moved slightly when 264 had returned to Depot). 131 ran several
circuits of the tramway showing this fine tram off to Beamish. Once the
Welsh visitor had moved the tram service was revised with both clockwise and anti clockwise passenger journeys taking place (up to this point
trams had only being running anti clockwise).

GARETH PRIOR

As far as the trams were concerned there was very little change for therest of the morning with the next reportable item being the movement of
264 from the Town back to the Depot around lunchtime. It was not, however, put back into the Depot building but was stabled alongside Leeds
6, allowing for more rare photographic opportunities.

Leeds 6 then joined in the fun, leaving the Depot in passenger service at the
end of the day to help clear the crowds of people leaving after a hugely
enjoyable day.
The day started to draw to a close as 5pm approached with 131 heading
back to the Depot where it was stabled in front of the building whilst 264 was
put back into the Depot building and 6, 10 and 16 completed the day running passenger services.

GARETH PRIOR

Power from the Past was not just about the trams though with so much more
transport wise taking place on the first day of the event alone. This included
passenger train rides at Rowley Station, vintage bus services and steam lorries, steam rollers, bikes, vintage cars and vans all in action around the Museum’s roads. All in all there was so much to see and do in one day most people probably left Beamish at the end of the day realising they had missed
out huge chunks of action!

Day 1 - Thursday 15th April 2010 - Andy Bailey

Thursday meant an early start at the museum for a photographic charter starting at 8:00am. Yours truly in his old Glasgow tramways overcoat
and a flat cap looked the part of a workman.
131 was not used again till the afternoon, mainly because of it fitting in with the museum passenger service. The important thing here is that the
trams are kept running to move the public around the site. Once out we had a drive under the guidance of a member of the tramway staff.
Beamish own drivers if they were free, also had the opportunity to have a go on 131 under the guidance of the TMS staff. This was quite interesting as not only was I driving through a busy town but there were also other road vehicles (cars, steam rollers, buses etc) to contend with. There
was another photo shoot at night lasting from 17:30 till 22:30 and IT WAS COLD believe me.

Day 2 - Friday 16th April 2010 - Andy Bailey

Friday was a much warmer day than Thursday and my co-worker, Wesley, went back home in the morning leaving me on my own. Once again
131 did not run till the afternoon because of the service requirement, and one thing I was keen to make clear was that I wasn’t bothered if 131
didn’t run, as it was more important that the passenger service continued to operate efficiently. This was much appreciated by the Beamish
crews.

Day 3 - Saturday 17th April 2010 - Andy Bailey

On Saturday I had two others from the museum to come and help me. This meant that I had a relaxing day looking around the site, as Dan and
Jack took over on 131.
There were plenty of places to buy drinks and snacks all over the museum so you never went thirsty or hungry. The Coffee Pot loco on the colliery

line was interesting as it’s very similar to our steam tram but without the bodywork.

TONY WADDINGTON

Day3 - Saturday 17th April 2010 - Andrew
Waddington

Despite a slightly cool start this was a lovely bright spring day which soon became very warm and witnessed an absolutely massive number of people descend on the museum. Thankfully the tramway was well prepared for the crowds
with four cars in service for most of the day; these were Blackpool 4 (or 31, or
whatever you want to call it!), Leeds 6, Gateshead 10 & Sunderland 16. There
were also no less than four buses in service (three replicas from the Beamish fleet
plus the aforementioned visitor), which was certainly justified as for much of the
afternoon all of these vehicles were carrying full standing loads! As on previous
days, Cardiff 131 also came out to play during the afternoon, pairing up with
Leeds 6, after being on static display earlier in the day.

As the third day of ‘Power from the Past’ drew to a close, the
trams and buses were employed in transporting the many happy
visitors back to the car park – indeed, a few vehicles were noted
with full capacity loads even after the advertised closing time
of 5:00pm – it seems that some people just didn’t want to leave
as there was so much to see and do! An unexpected late treat
for tram enthusiasts also came when Sheffield 264 was extracted
from the depot to allow the other trams to be put away for the
night, prompting a dedicated few to make a quick dash for the
depot on their way out of the museum in order to see and photograph this largely forgotten tram.

TONY WADDINGTON

Towards the end of this extremely busy day the tram service was delayed for a time when a small fire broke out at Pockerley Bank adjacent
to the tramway. 131 was actually pulled up rather abruptly just as it was leaving the Town area, as a radio message came through advising all
tram crews to stop and await instructions, and Gateshead 10 was also stranded in the Town for a while. Thankfully the situation was dealt with
swiftly and things soon got back to normal, or at least, as
normal as such a busy day at Beamish can be! It is understood that the fire was caused by stray sparks from one
of the steam vehicles, no doubt assisted by the warm, dry
weather, and thankfully no serious damage was caused.

Day four dawned much differently those previously: fairly overcast and spots of rain
overnight. After a good night’s sleep in our cottage near to Pockerley Manor, an early
start was had for the Crich team in order to get over to the Foulbridge depot and prepare Cardiff 131 for it’s final day’s adventure. It should be noted that the couple we
were sharing the cottage with were not to be seen at this point - they were no doubt still
asleep following the previous night’s traction-engine-whistle-antics! (Long story!)

JACK GORDON

Day4 - Sunday 18th April 2010 - Jack Gordon

Upon arrival at the depot it was time to sign in and have a cup of ‘Beamish tea’ in the
depot mess room and await further instructions! It was nice to talk to the Beamish crews
and learn more about how their operations run too. Eventually it was time for the task of
selecting the vehicles to use - a process not too dissimilar from the familiar one at Crich
- and on the tram front Blackpool 4, Leeds 6 and Gateshead 10 were selected for the
passenger service. Whilst they were prepared we also headed off to Road 1 to prepare
Cardiff 131, and awaited for the departure of the service trams allowing Sheffield 264
to be removed from in front of us. It was stabled outside on Road 2 and we pulled forwards and displayed 131 outside on the fan, where it stayed
for much of the day. Once the work was done it was time for the even more important task - Breakfast! A wander up to Home Farm allowed for
the purchase of more Beamish tea and bacon baps, and we also met up with another member of our team and reviewed the previous days.
Breakfast was soon out of the way, and such was the planned schedule we ended up having the morning to ourselves to do with what we
would! Down to the Colliery it was, to inspect the newly-restored ‘Coffee Pot’ which is (apparently) very similar to Crich’s steam tram John Bull.
Having two of the people who were involved with the operation and running of that vehicle twenty-five years ago made Coffee Pot an obvious
candidate for a visitation, and despite a rough start it was soon working again, with each of us also being invited to ‘have a go’. I also took the
opportunity to have a wander around Beamish - it being my first time, and being stuck by the depot (through completely my own fault!) on the
Saturday - and take a look at the other happenings, but even after two days I have barely scratched the surface, such is the immense amount
of things available to do!

JACK GORDON

Returning to the Colliery it was time for my drive of Coffee Pot, then back to the depot to
get Cardiff 131 ready to run for the afternoon. Newcastle 114 was on the fan by this stage
(and 131 had mysteriously moved from where we left it!), ready to operate in service despite the weather! Nonetheless it was nice to see the tram out - particularly for me as
it meant that on my first trip to the museum I had seen all of the operational cars running
(and the non-operational one, for that matter!), with the obvious exception of absenteeBeamish 196, on loan to Heaton Park in return for the loan of Leeds 6.
Around 2PM saw 131 head out onto the mainline, once more following Leeds 6 anticlockwise around the circuit. The tram completed several trips around the circuit (unfortunately, however, once more in the same direction as 4/31, meaning that they didn’t
meet at any stage) before running straight into Depot Road 3, ready for a speedy loading and departure the next morning.

More people were involved than is perhaps appreciated, thanks to them all.

Message from the Editor

On behalf of the Tramways Monthly team I would like to say a
massive thank you to everyone at Beamish, Heaton Park and
Crich for working together to provide such a spectacular and
unique event, and I am sure I speak for enthusiasts everywhere
when I say “When is it happening again?”. Power from the Past
2010 was definitely a coming-together of three different organisations to create not only an event for enthusiasts’ but one that
was enjoyable for families as well, and Beamish really do deserve a big pat on the back for making it happen - as do Crich
and Heaton Park for the kind loan of their vehicles!
On a much more personal note I would also like to thank everyone at Crich and Beamish who were involved in allowing me to
attend as part of the TMS Workshop Team. I understand that lots of
special permission was required and the legwork really was appreaciated to create a very special weekend for me, so thank you
all so much! A mention should also go to the wonderful Beamish
crews who were very welcoming and made our stay very enjoyable - you all know who you are!

JASON CROSS

We arrived just after 8 to another warm welcome from the Beamish team. Whilst
we prepared 131 for departure, tying lifegates and guards up and packing up
the toolkit and spares, the Beamish team took Leeds 6 and Gateshead 10 out of
the depot, to prevent them getting trapped by the low loader. This duly arrived
just after the last car had gone onto the street and placed the trailer on the depot approach straight. The ramp was duly built and 131 driven out of the depot
towards for the last time, the trolley was tied down and the car was winched
gently up the ramp. Loading was uneventful and the ramp was stowed quickly.
Fortunately the threatened rain held off! We had been asked to be clear of the
street by 10am and slightly late the Scotts’ wagon left at 10.10am. 131 was safely
back on Crich metals in the afternoon.

DAN HEELEY

Monday 19th April 2010 - Dan Heeley

Power from the Past 2010:
Corporations & Contractors

◄ One of the wonderful things about Beamish Museum, is that it is possible to get some
really convincing period images there - especially out of normal opening hours when
the public are not present! That was the case during the morning photo shoot on Thursday 15th May, with Leeds 6 pictured in an usually deserted Town. Jason Cross

▼◄ Now that’s more like it! Once the museum opens, the site comes to life - as perfectly illustrated in this scene of Blackpool 4, also in the Town. Gareth Prior

▼ The third works tramcar to star at this event was the recently restored Cardiff water
car 131, on loan from Crich Tramway Village and seen here pulling away from the Foulbridge tram stop. Gareth Prior

Looking immaculate following its temporary repaint in green engineering livery, Blackpool 4 (AKA 31) basks in the early evening
sunshine on the 15th April. This shot was taken during the second
installment of that day’s private photo charter, which took place
after most visitors had left for the day. Jason Cross

Summing up what ‘Power From The Past’ is really all about; Gateshead 10
is pictured loading passengers near to the Bank and Masonic Hall, whilst
a visiting steam lorry poses alongside. This was just one of a huge variety of steam-powered vehicles which were operating around the whole
museum site over all 4 days of this fantastic event. This shot was taken on
Saturday 17th April. Tony Waddington

Cardiff 131, also in action during the evening photo shoot, is seen travelling from the Town area to Foulbridge. Jason Cross

► An unusual black and white view of Sheffield 264 positioned in the
Town for photography, on 15th April. This was the view from one of the
many recreated buildings located at this open air museum, which provided a superb view of the passing vehicles. Jason Cross

▼► For much of Saturday morning Leeds 6 and Cardiff 131 were parked
up on the depot fan at Foulbridge, affording this unusual view of Leeds 6
taken from below Cardiff 131’s platform. Jack Gordon

▼ On the same morning, Cardiff 131 was also posed in front of the Masonic Hall - the restored Barclay’s Bank is also visible to the left of the
tram. Gareth Prior

◄ As dusk fell on 15th April, the opportunity arose for some truly atmospheric
scenes to be caught on camera. As works cars were most commonly used at
night, this was a particular treat for those who stayed late as part of the aforementioned photo charter. This scene shows Blackpool 4 alongside a row of
terraced houses, with 131 coming up behind it. Jason Cross

▼◄ Leeds 6 meets up with a resident steam roller outside the Co-operative
store and Beamish Motor & Cycle Works as darkness falls, with its saloon lighting shown off to full effect. Jason Cross

▼ After being displayed in the Town for a while earlier that day, Sheffield 264
is seen passing the Museum entrance en route back to the depot. Although
clearly able to operate under power, 264 is classed as withdrawn and is no
longer used in passenger service, making this a particularly rare view of the
car at a location it very rarely visits. Jason Cross

► A view from the other side! This unusual image of cars 4 and 10 loading up at Foulbridge passing loop was taken by the Editor from on board
Cardiff 131, unusually looking over its central water tank! Jack Gordon

▼► The circular nature of the Beamish tramway enables some long-distance shots to be taken of trams from various locations. Here we see two
horses seemingly admiring Cardiff 131 on the afternoon of Sunday 18th
April, in spite of the weather which had taken a turn for the worse by this
time. Jack Gordon

▼ A glimpse of a well-loaded Leeds 6 in the distance in slightly brighter
conditions than the previous image. Jack Gordon

▲ Our final page of photos from ‘Power From The Past’ features some of the
other starring vehicles which could be seen playing an active role in this
event; although we are obviously a tram magazine, we hope that you will
appreciate a few other vehicles being depicted for once, as we felt they
should be featured in order to do justice to the event! A welcome attraction
throughout all four days was this vintage bus which has previously appeared
in the ITV period drama series Heartbeat, which was used alongside the Museum’s own fleet of trams and replica buses to ferry visitors around the site.
Jack Gordon
▲► A traction engine passes Blackpool 4, painted in matching colours!
Jack Gordon
► One permanent resident at Beamish which attracted considerable attention was the early steam locomotive ‘Coffee Pot’, which has just been
restored to working order thanks to financial support from the Heritage Lottery Fund. ‘Coffee Pot’ is of particular interest to us as it bears a close resemblance to early steam tram engines, such as one in the TMS collection which
is currently stored awaiting a major restoration. Here the engine is seen at
work at the colliery shunting a pair of Chaldron wagons, with one of the
Crich team at the controls! Jack Gordon

Alicante Tram Notes

P.T. Free
T.S. Free

TOM FREE

A recent visit to the Alicante area has provided an opportunity to view the recent developments on the FGV system.
This metre gauge railway traditionally operated from Alicante (La Marina) to Denia but is now benefiting from a range
of modernisation work, including new routes, track realignments, electrification of part of the route and the introduction of new trams and tram-trains.

New Routes

The first lengthening of the route extended the line to the south to a new terminus at Puerta Del Mar, which now forms
part of route L4. Later a branch to the city centre was started and this currently serves Mercado with an extension to
Luceros imminent and later to the main Renfe station. This now forms the city end of the main line services, operated as
▲▲ Tramway signalling
routes L1 (limited stop to Benidorm) and L3 (all stations to Vento Lanuza). A second branch leaves the main line at Luon the Pl. La Coruña loop
centum and initially ran to Av. Naciones. In November 2009 an extension was opened from here to form a loop around
of line L4. Can a reader explain what the top the San Juan area, operating as the Line L4 service from Puerta Del Mar to Plaza de La Coruna. L4 uses the main line
(triangular) aspect indi- signalling until it branches off at Lucentum, when it then uses line of sight operation with tramway road signalling. The
next stage of development of the network will be a branch to San Vincent del Raspeig to serve the main hospital and
cates to the driver?
university areas of the city. This will form line L2, and for this line, a junction has been prepared near Sangueta and the new track bed can be
seen under construction. A good birds eye view of the city routes can be obtained from the castle.
The line has already had several route alignment improvements, including a completely new track bed between Terra Mitica & Benidorm. Between Benidorm and Altea the route is currently being realigned by contractor Savall in readiness for electrification. At Alfaz-del-Pi station preparations are being made for track relaying, with
two sets of new points already on site from Amurrio, who have supplied full depth
turnouts on concrete bearers. The most significant civil engineering work here is the
cut through high ground to avoid the sharp curve near Albir. This will bypass the
present Ventorillo station and includes new and widened bridges on Carrer Rambla
and Cami Vell d’Alacant. The new trackbed here is almost complete, and tracklaying has started in some places. On the approach to Altea the track bridges a large
road junction, so a viaduct was constructed some years ago to eliminate a level
crossing. Most of the stations on the Benidorm-Altea line have low level platforms,
and where these are currently served by the series 2500 & 2300 trains, temporary
staging has been constructed to raise the platform level to the necessary height.
►► A view from Alicante castle showing various routes: the main line crosses right to left,
and an extension is being built to the middle-left.

TOM FREE

Route Improvements

Electrification

The 750V electrification system has recently been extended to Benidorm and the line from Benidorm to Altea is currently being prepared for construction of the overhead structures to extend electric services to Altea. Beyond Altea, the route will continue as diesel operated route
L9 for the foreseeable future, necessitating a change of train at Altea for through passengers.

Rolling Stock

The diesel units are maintained at the railway’s original depot
at La Marina, and a new depot and workshops were opened in
2007 at the end of a short branch at El Campello, as the base for
the new electric rolling stock.

The Future

PETER FREE

PETER FREE

The system uses three main types of rolling stock, nine series 4100 Vossloh electric tram trains,
eleven series 4200 Bombardier Flexity Outlook electric trams and six series 2500 Sunsundegui 2
car dmus. A small number of series 2300 dmus are also still on the railway. The 4100s operate
the limited stop services to Benidorm whilst the 4200s are normally on the stopping services to
Venta Lanuza and the San Juan loop. The 2500 services are now generally limited to Benidorm – Denia and a 2300 dmu may be seen stabled at La Marina or Benidorm. There are also
3 series 1000 diesel Bo-Bo locos dating from 195464, which are perhaps used as thunderbirds
▲▲ Series 4100 No. 4106 at Benidorm (the graffiti livas necessary, together with some loco hauled
ery is the real one – a good imitation!)
coaches. Although no movements of these
▼▼ Current system route map showing major stawere seen, they formerly operated as the Lemtions.
on Express tourist train until about five years ago.

The authors have compiled these notes from observations and rides
on the railway in February 2010, and do not reflect the official views
of the company. For official information, see www.fgv.es.

PETER FREE

The railway has a number of plans for extensions over the next ▲▲ Series 4200 No. 4211 at La Coruña
few years, including completion of line L2, a possible branch into ▼▼ Series 2500 No. 2512 at Benidorm
Benidorm and, in the long term, to serve Alicante (Altet) airport.
We would be pleased to hear any news from readers who visit
the area and we would recommend a ride on the trams to see
the achievements of a modern tram and tram-train system.

▲◄ HTM 2 (former GTr 72 Amsterdam) at Noorderstrand terminus
Scheveningen, 2010.

▲ Is this Haarlem, 1948? No, its The Hague, 2010. NZH Haarlem town
tram set A327 + B303 next to the Town Hall in The Hague, January
2010.

◄ Could it be more fitting than this? Santa Claus in the snow on the
Amsterdam Museumline, December 2009.

▲◄ The end of the tram-train trial on Dutch railways between Gouda
and Alphen aan de Rijn. RGL tram 6106 next to a Dutch Railways intercity
doubledecker type VIRM at Alphen station in December 2009.

▲Vienna trams now running in Utrecht. The picture shows a Vienna tram
running as a rush hour limited (an intercity tram with only a few stops)
between Utrecht Central Station, Westraven Park and Ride and Nieuwegein, December 2009.

◄ HTM PCC 1006, owned by Bombardier Brugge (former BN) now running on the Vicinal coastal tramway in Belgium on metre gauge bogies.

the tramways of

THE ISLE OF MAN

B
y Andrew Waddington
The tram enthusiast’s paradise that is the Isle of Man is an area that has been largely neglected

in previous issues of Tramways Monthly, and so this month we are addressing this by publishing
this feature. This will hopefully give readers a taste of the Manx transport experience, and encourage those of you who haven’t sampled its many delights to pay a visit this summer.
This small island is home to no less than three working tramways, all of which are operated by
vehicles that are over a century old! Over the next few pages we will briefly outline all three
systems. Our thanks go to Richard Little, the Marketing Manager for the Isle of Man’s Steam &
Electric Railways, for providing the information and photographs contained in this feature.

Douglas Corporation Horse Tramway

The last surviving horse tramway in the British Isles, this line runs along the Douglas promenade,
connecting the steam railway with the Manx Electric Railway during the peak summer season.
The tramway opened in 1876 and has been in continuous operation ever since apart from
the war years, although recent years have seen the service frequency cut back to the high
running costs. Nonetheless, this is a delightful 2 mile line and no visit to the island is complete
without taking a horse tram ride. The trams will run from 10th May to 12th September this year. The service is predominantly worked by open
single-deck ‘toastrack’ trams, although there are also a number of enclosed ‘winter saloons’ which are used in inclement weather. Only one
double deck horse car remains, car 18, and this is generally only used for special occasions.

Manx Electric Railway

Perhaps the most famous of the Manx tramways is this 17 plus mile coastal tramway which has been bringing joy to holidaymakers and local
residents alike since 1893, and some of the original rolling stock is still used in service! Despite its heritage appeal this is very much a working
transport system, and there has been considerable investment in the infrastructure in recent years. Trams are operating daily this year until 7th
November, and additional enthusiast events are due to take place between 21st & 23rd September. The trams connect with the horse tramway at the Derby Castle terminus in Douglas, and take passengers on a ride to the popular family destination of Ramsey. En route, you may
wish to alight at Ramsey where you can change over to a Snaefell tram for a very different tram riding experience (see below). You will pass
the instantly recognisable 1854 Laxey Wheel, which is the biggest working water wheel anywhere in the world. What sets this system apart is the
truly stunning views of leaf filled glens, gorse-topped hills and the magnificent Manx coastline. You will also be able to enjoy the varied fleet of
vintage trams, including a range of open and enclosed cars, as well as a large number of trailers which are coupled to the motor cars to boost
capacity at peak times. A ride on the MER is truly a unique experience that you will never forget!

Snaefell Mountain Railway

The final tramway is this Victorian line which winds its way up for 5 miles above 2000
feet to the summit of Snaefell, the island’s only mountain. The summit is the only place
from which it can be possible to see England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland simply by
turning around, and is also home to the popular Summit Hotel cafe which serves a
superb range of hot & cold refreshments. All of the trams are identical except car 5,
which has been rebuilt to make it fully accessible to less-able passengers. Despite the
steep gradient this is an electric tramway, not a cable car, although an additional rail
is employed between the tracks to help the trams climb the mountain. The trams are
active this year every day from 24th April to 3rd October inclusive.

The MER Tram Driving Experience

The Manx Electric Railway is the latest UK tramway to start offering tram driving courses
to the general public, and the initial dates offered were snapped up so rapidly that
additional dates are now available. The courses are still on offer on a limited number
of dates, but please be aware that demand is extremely high, so anyone who is interested in taking part is advised to ring 01624 697419 to check availability and to make
a provisional booking. A booking form can be downloaded at: http://www.iombusandrail.info/downloads/Tram-Drivers-Experience-Booklet.
pdf.

EVENTS DIARY
Date

2nd June
3rd-6th June
5th June
6th June
20th June
25th-27th June
26th/27th June
26th June
27th June

Event

Junior Bird Watching Trip
Georgian Spring Fair
40th Birthday Celebrations
16th Classic Car Show & Green Transport Gathering
Father’s Day
EuroModel Tram Festival
1950s Weekend
Different Standards: Launch of Standard 143
Totally Transport

Location

Seaton Tramway
Beamish North of England Open Air Museum
Seaton Tramway
Seaton Tramway
Seaton Tramway
Litomerice Exhibition Grounds
Crich Tramway Village
Blackpool & Fleetwood Tramway
New South Promenade/Ocean Boulevard,
Blackpool
30th June
Tapas Evening & Optional Tram Ride
Seaton Tramway
4th July
Coastal Tour
Blackpool & Fleetwood Tramway
7th July
Evening Tramway Cruise
Blackpool & Fleetwood Tramway
10th/11th July
Edwardian Weekend
Crich Tramway Village
11th July
Coastal Tour
Blackpool & Fleetwood Tramway
11th July
Bus & Coach Event 2010
East Anglia Transport Museum, Carlton Colville
14th July
Evening Tramway Cruise
Blackpool & Fleetwood Tramway
17th July
70s Day: Brush 632 and Balloon 715 shuttles
Blackpool & Fleetwood Tramway
17th July
Jazz Evening at Colyton Station
Seaton Tramway
18th July
Coastal Tour
Blackpool & Fleetwood Tramway
21st July
Evening Tramway Cruise
Blackpool & Fleetwood Tramway
24th/25th July
Festival of Model Tramways
Manchester Museum of Transport
24th/25th July
Festival of Model Tramways
Heaton Park Tramway
25th July
Coastal Tour
Blackpool & Fleetwood Tramway
25th July
Mini Meet
Crich Tramway Village
28th July
Evening Tramway Cruise
Blackpool & Fleetwood Tramway
1st August
Coastal Tour
Blackpool & Fleetwood Tramway
We aim to be accurate with all details carried, however errors may occur. We advise that you check before travelling
to a particular event.
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Back cover

There’s just time to bring you one final page of
tramway related bits and pieces, as the pole
is swung and the seats are turned, before we
bid farewell to our passengers until next time!

If you thought that Blackpool
had been the only UK tramway will illuminated cars in recent times, well, think again!
Tunnel car 9 on the Manx
Electric Railway has ran as an
illuminated car for a number
of years, helping to provide
additional interest on what is
already a delightful system.
Isle of Man Tourism Department

Edinburgh is probably the most
infamous of all of the new-build,
second generation tramways in
the United Kingdom, however
it is probably also the leastfeatured second generation
system in this magaizine! We’ll
be putting this right next month
with a look at several of the
work sites and at the first of
the new trams to arrive, but for
now we just thought we’d give a
comparison between Edinburgh’s
new and old trams - on the left
is Edinburgh 35, taken way back
in 2006 and now at Crich museum, and on the right is one
of the brand new LRVs taken in
2010 at Princes Street.

As mentioned within, Leeds Tower Wagon 2 was
commissioned for service at Crich so that it could
operate during the 2010 Enthusiasts’ Day. We’ll be
covering that event in full in a future edition of
the magazine, but we just thought we’d leave you
with an archive view of the tram, taken by Richard
Lomas - there were no cobbled street, Bowes Lyon
Bridge or Burnley Offices when this photo was
taken!

