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From Manchester Square to the City of Manchester

Blackpool Brush 623 and Blackpool Balloon 702 take a trip across
Lancashire, on their final working from Manchester Square. From
Manchester Square to the City of Manchester: the story of two
MTMS tramcars heading to their new home!
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Brush car 623 rests on Blundell Street, whilst alongside,
Balloon car 702 - already
loaded up for its road trip sits waiting to depart. Both
trams are now housed in a
new museum at Manchester,
and a special photo feature
on their departure appears in
this month’s magazine. An-
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Hello and a very warm welcome to the June edition of Tramways Monthly! We’ve got another jam-packed edition for you all this month, including our coverage of the move of 623 & 702, the FTS Convention Weekend and Edinburgh tram 252 that we hinted at last month. While some of
this could be seen as fairly out-of-date by now, we consider it to be very important information and so we can’t really justify leaving it out! We
hope that you agree and enjoy the content!
In addition, we’ve also got an update on the progress of the restoration Brighton tram 53, and as mentioned in the article we hope to be able
to make a very big and exciting announcement fairly soon! Various tasks have now been identified that require completion, and if you want to
help and/or get involved then I would thoroughly recommend becoming a member of the Society - more information on their website at http://
btontram53.blogspot.com.
Looking ahead now, once again there is a fair amount that we have had to leave out due to space restrictions! Most notably is coverage of
the 2010 Crich Enthusiasts’ Tram Event, and we will be including full coverage of that event in the July edition, which will be out at the end of this
month (Yes, you read correctly - the end of this month!) And, as ever, available to download free from our website.
A number of news stories also broke as we were going to press, the most notable of which are the moves of Manchester 765 and Vanguard 619
to and from Blackpool from and to Heaton Park respectively; and the announcement that Marton VAMBAC 11 has been cancelled from the
visiting trams line-up for the 2010 events. We’ll bring you more on both of these stories in the July edition, and you can also read more on the
news pages on our website.
Coming up in the tram world between now and next time are the Crich Fifties weekend, which I shall be attending on both days - the 26th and
the 27th - As well as the annual totallyTransport event on the New South Promenade, which has been newly extended for this year. This event
is being held on the 27th, with a tram tour being held the day before, and it is expected that Manchester 765 will be in operation at the event,
becoming the first vintage, visiting car to operate on the tramway since 1998, and the second time that it has operated here. The event is also
likely to see the newly-revived Brush 632 in service - and it is being used on a tour the day before - And further trams are hoped to be announced
ahead of the event, although it is not yet known if any more of the vintage visiting tramcars will be in the resort and operational in time - It was
hoped that Blackpool 31 and Liverpool 762 would have arrived. You can read more on what the event entails in our event preview, contained
within.
Finally, we are continuing to make tweaks to the general layout and presentation of the magazine, and as always value your views and suggestions. If you can think of any changes that could be made and would benefit the magazine, please don’t hesitate to get in contact!
Enjoy the magazine!
Jack Gordon - 18/06/10
Editor - jack.gordon@tramways-monthly.com

ST NEWS LATEST NEWS LATEST NEWS
Blackpool trams set for Birkenhead
As part of the planned expansion of the heritage
tramway at Birkenhead, it has been revealed
that Merseytravel have bought four surplus tramcars from Blackpool Transport.

Merseytravel are the company who have
agreed to take over the running of the system
from Wirral Council, although the actual takeover deal has been postponed, probably until late
May. With plans to extend the line, they have
realised that more trams will be needed to cope
with the extra mileage, and therefore a decision was made to purchase further historic trams
from Blackpool. It is actually very lucky that their
plans have co-incided with a major fleet cull at
Blackpool! It is not yet known which trams have
been purchased, although recent rumours have
suggested that interest was previously shown
in taking at least one double-deck Balloon car.
Cars 708, 716, 721 and 726 have all been sold but
their owners have not been confirmed as yet, so
theoretically any of them could well be destined
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for Birkenhead. The latter two cars would be particularly good candidates as both remain operational, and 721 is in particularly good condition
thanks to an overhaul just over a decade ago.
It should be noted that the Blackpool trams will
be owned by Merseytravel, whereas the current fleet of preserved cars - such as Wallasey 78
and Liverpool 762 - will presumably remain the
property of the Merseyside Tramway Preservation
Society. No specific mention has been made of
the two replica Hong Kong trams but they will
presumably be handed over to Merseytravel.
The current MTPS newsletter also reports that, as
part of a development plan, new public toilets
at Taylor Street are regarded as a high priority,
along with a reorganisation and possible expansion of the existing tram depot accommodation
there. However, it is expected that this will require
the depot to be emptied whilst work is in progress
- what will be done with all of the trams housed
within is not known though! AW
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As this issue was being prepared, we received some exciting news that
was quite simply too good to save! On Tuesday 15th June, Vanguard
619 was moved from Blackpool to Heaton Park, Manchester. Then,
Manchester 765 made the journey in the opposite direction, being
unloaded the following day. This means that 765 is the first of the ten
anticipated visiting trams to arrive in Blackpool for the 2010 celebrations; another fantastic coup for the Heaton Park tramway team! It is
hoped that the car will be ready for service in time for Totally Transport
on Sunday 27th June. A full update on 619 & 765 will appear in the next
issue of Tramways Monthly, as well as news of any other tram moves
which may take place; and in the meantime, breaking news stories will
be reported on the news page of our website.

Jack Gordon
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► Chesterfield 7 was specially decorated with flags, bunting and wreaths for Crich Tramway Village’s ‘150
Not Out!’ event at the end of May. The tram ran throughout Bank Holiday Monday, alongside ‘other’ special
car Sheffield 15, and seemed to prove popular with visitors. More coverage of this event - including the
previous day’s ‘Enthusiasts’ Tram Event’ - will follow in next month’s magazine. Tony Waddington

▲ Birkenhead 20 is presently lifted as it needed re-tyring, but this has
led to the discovery of cracked wheel spokes which has pushed the
cost of repair up quite considerably. The end profile of its fenders has
also been amended as historical research has shown that this was
previously inaccurate, and the paintwork is to be touched-up to remove various minor body scrapes. The tram is seen here at Woodside
Ferry during the 2007 Tram & Bus show. Tony Waddington
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Tram output in Blackpool improving?
There has been a fair bit of negativity surrounding
Blackpool Transport recently, with announcements
that some bus routes are to be amended as the
company attempts to save money, in order to cope
with financial shortfalls brought about as a result of the
government’s free bus pass scheme for the elderly.
This has prompted concerns for tram output this season - which appear to have been proved unfounded,
based on the events of Saturday 29th May!

This day saw double-deck trams used on the core
timetabled service for the first time in 2010, although
a few Centenary cars did run on timetabled routes in
the morning before being swapped over (a mistake
perhaps?). As the day progressed a healthy number
of extra trams, including several more double-deckers,
came out on specials. Although admittedly still a far
cry from the ‘good old days’, the turnout was certainly a new peak for what was shaping up to be a pretty
poor season aside from the anniversary events and
visiting trams.
Highlights included Twin Sets 672+682 and 675+685

LATEST NEWS

Whilst it is true that a large number of trams, including
some of the more interesting members of the fleet,
are being used at weekends, the situation has been
very different midweek when specials have been rare,
and all timetabled services remain in the hands of
driver-only Centenary cars. The twenty minute service between Pleasure Beach and Cleveleys remains
in force, reducing to half-hourly in the evenings. This
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making an extremely unusual appearance. Even
when these trams ran quite frequently, they rarely appeared before mid or late June, however with so few
Balloon cars available for service, due to various trams
undergoing door modifications and others being withdrawn and sold, the Twins were called upon to work
on the prom during the afternoon. It was also pleasing
to see two trams, 709 and 711, debut in new advert
liveries, for Sea Life and Blackpool Zoo respectively.
The latter is a very striking yellow, blue and pink design
which looks stunning despite being slightly spoilt by a
few uncovered remnants of its former Metro Coastlines livery on each end.
Trams used in service on this date are shown below.
Brush - 626, 630
Centenary - 641, 642, 645, 646, 648
Twin - 672+682, 675+685
Balloon - 711, 717, 719, 723
Millennium - 707, 709, 724
Jubilee - 761, 762 AW

▲ Last month we featured Blackpool Millennium car 709 which
has received a new advert design for the Sea Life Centre. This
has now been completed and 709 has returned to service for
the season, as pictured on Hopton Road. Scott Moore
▼ 711 has become the first double-deck tram ever to receive
an all-over advert for Blackpool Zoo, and is pictured here leaving the depot on its first day in service following application of
its new livery. The vinyls have merely been stuck over the previous dark green & yellow Metro livery, parts of which are still
visible on the ends of the car. Scott Moore

Weekday blues in Blackpool
Following on from our recent report that tram output
in Blackpool was finally looking up, it now seems that
our excitement may have been a tad premature.
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was particularly depressing on Spring Bank Holiday
Monday, when the timetable failed miserably to cope
with demand. The rest of the week was little better as
the school half-term holidays, combined with some
fantastic weather, brought extra visitors flocking to the
seaside.
No confirmation has yet been given as to when the
line will re-open north of Cleveleys, although latest reports suggest that this may not happen until sometime
in July! AW
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Blackpool Brush cars exchange trucks
The Lancastrian Transport Trust’s Brush car 632 has taken
another step towards a much anticipated return to
service in Blackpool, after being outshopped from the
Paint Shop on Monday 10th May in the 1970s style of
green and cream. The immaculate tram was moved to
the Fitting Shop, where it is undergoing further work in
preparation for service.
However, before 632 runs again it is to receive a replacement set of bogies from sister car 622, to replace its own which are in a worse condition. 622 was
retrucked more recently than 632 and its own bogies
are therefore considered to be worth using; the fact
that this tram was used regularly last year also suggests
that this is a good decision. 622 has reportedly been
sold to the LTT’s business arm to enable this swap to

The tram entered service on Friday 7th May so adorned,
but was soon despatched back to the depot to receive
additional logos. However, it reappeared later in the
day as a changover for sister car 646 which was presumed defective.
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take place, and has already been raised on the Body
Lift at the back of the tram depot, and has been given
a spare set of bogies (minus motors) so that it can be
shunted around the depot area as required, albeit not
under its own power.
This move now confirms that car 622 has been withdrawn from service and is not expected to operate in
Blackpool again. The tram was always a likely a candidate for withdrawal after its last advertisers, Pontins,
closed their Blackpool holiday camp last autumn. It
has been in poor condition for some time and is actually quite lucky to have lasted this long. Despite being
requested for an enthusiast tour earlier this year, 622 did
not appear which was also a strong hint that its working ▲Pioneer Centenary car 641 shows off its newly applied
life had sadly come to an end. AW
Blackpool Football Club slogans and Blackpool Transport

Centenary 641 gets football fever
Blackpool Transport are showing their support for local
football team Blackpool FC, with a special vinyl banner
on the roof advert boards of Centenary car 641. Presumably this tram was chosen not just because it carries
a plain base livery, but also because it's orange paint
matches the team colours of tangerine!

LATEST NEWS

It is also worth mentioning that 641 has become the first
tram for many years to receive the old Blackpool Transport 'Tower and waves' logo on its bodysides. This had
been replaced by the Metro Coastlines branding; however this now appears to have been dropped, hence
the return to the company's old identity. It is understood
that the buses are being repainted in a generic fleet
livery to replace the multi-coloured route branding of
recent times, although a few trams will probably retain
Metro colours for a while longer. Certainly the remaining
serviceable Twin sets are unlikely to be repainted as all
will be withdrawn from service within two years. AW

logo stickers as it leaves depot for a day on promenade
specials. Scott Moore

Blackpool 722 - Going, going,
gone!

After a lengthy period of storage at the front of Blackpool's Rigby Road tram shed, the underframe of Balloon car 722 has now finally been scrapped. Regular
readers should recall that this unlucky tram became
only the second Balloon car to be scrapped last autumn; however its underframe (with door frames still in
place!) was duly dumped in the main depot and left
there.
The remains of 722 were finally cut up in the Fitting
Shop on the morning of Wednesday 19th July, leaving only the bogies which can presumably be kept as
spares. And that was the rather unglamorous end to
the story of the tram, after 74 years. Rest in peace old
friend!

◄ Two contrasting images of Blackpool Balloon car 722. In
September 2007- its last season of use - it is shown at Pleasure Beach, when it carried a plain white advertising livery
for the Transport & General Workers Union, and the sad
remains of the car pictured in May 2010 shortly before the
final remnants of this 1935 built tram finally ceased to exist.
Tony Waddington/Andrew Waddington
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Muck in with the horse tramway at Croydon works car steals show at models weekend
The weekend of 8th & 9th May saw a Models Week- although if any reader knows better then we would
Douglas!
end held at Crich Tramway Village, whilst the secbe interested to hear from you. Once car 60 had
The latest UK tramway to invite members of the public to get
involved with its operation and gain an insight into the running
of the trams, is the Douglas Corporation Tramway on the Isle of
Man. This is of course, Britain’s only remaining horse tram system
(preserved horse trams which occasionally run at museums do
not count!).

The ‘Horse Tram Experience’ package is now available and
involves a full day of activities, although the programme can
be amended if required. The day’s programme starts with a
welcome from the Mayor and the horse tram team at Douglas
Town Hall, after which participants will be given a health & safety
briefing. This is followed by a morning spent on board a tram
accompanying the regular staff. After lunch the guest can help
out with the horses (and yes, mucking out is optional!) during a
guided tour of the stables. This lasts until approximately 4:00pm,
and a special welcome pack is also included.

ond day of this event also featured a gathering of
Morris Minors. Some of the star attractions included
a selection of Meccano tramcars in a tent at the
end of the traverser pit, and some superb model
tramway layouts inside the Exhibition Hall.

However, arguably the most interesting event of
the weekend happened on the Sunday afternoon,
when the recently acquired Croydon works vehicle 058 was called upon to rescue Johannesburg
60 which had lost it’s trolley head near Town End.
This may well have been the first time that the new
Croydon KLV was used to tow a defective tram,

been moved into the workshop for repair, Blackpool
electric loco 717 and modern tower wagon TW3
were dispatched to Town End so that the overhead
wires could be inspected for any damage. Whilst
this was all going on, single-line working was put in
place between Town End and the depot crossover, with passenger cars loading up near the Eagle
Press.
Also of interest was the appearance of London
Transport 1622, also on the Sunday, which was being used for crew re-familiarisation purposes. AW

Anyone wishing to find out more about the ‘Horse Tram Experience’ or wanting to make a booking, can do so by contacting
Georgia Gage by telephone on 01624 696300. AW
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▲Tramlink KLV 058 pushes Johannesburg 60 into the depot on May 9th. Tony Waddington

Blackpool anniversary procession confirmed

The official website for the Blackpool tramway’s 125th anniversary events has announced
that a tram parade is to take place on Wednesday 29th September, exactly 125 years to
the day after Britain’s first electric street tramway opened in the seaside town.

Whitby

ON SALE NOW n New DVD release
The DVD can also be purchased from NYMR Mail Order on 01751 476559

Railway Herald Publishing

£14.95
post free

Trade Enquiries Welcome
PO Box 252, Scunthorpe, North Lincolnshire. DN17 2WY
Tel: 01904 500175. Order by post, phone or online!
Also available to pre-order on the web at www.rhpublishing.co.uk Credit & Debit cards welcome. E&OE

Full details are not yet available, however it is stated that the procession will depart from the
Pleasure Beach at 2:00pm and will show the evolution of the Blackpool tram. Presumably
this indicates that cars from other systems that are visiting for the events week in September
will not take part in the parade.
Tickets to ride on this procession will be available to the public, and these should go on sale
at some point during the summer. Watch this space for further news as it comes in! AW
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totallyTransport 2010 event preview
Sunday 27th June sees the sixth annual ‘Totally
Transport’ event held on Blackpool’s New South
Promenade. This event has fast become one of
the highlights of the tram enthusiast’s calendar,
and also features a wide range of other vintage
vehicles on display along the famous promenade for this truly spectacular gathering.
The 2010 event is to be a little different from
usual, as the vehicle line-up will be extended to
stretch right up to the Ocean Boulevard area
at the front of the Pleasure Beach, where a
selection of classic cars will be on show for the
day. This is to incorporate trams into the event,
as of course the tram service is currently terminating at Pleasure Beach and would otherwise
not have reached even the edge of the main
event site.
So, which trams can we expect to see in operation at ‘Totally Transport’? Well, four or five historic cars are expected to run between Pleasure Beach and North Pier in addition to the
normal service cars. It is expected that three
of the visitors for 2010 will be in town by then these being Marton 31 from Beamish Museum
(which is currently being repainted in readiness
for its trip), Liverpool 762 from Birkenhead, and
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Manchester 765 from Heaton Park. Some, if not
all, of the trio should be in passenger service
during the event. Other usual suspects such as
the Lancastrian Transport Trust’s restored Coronation car 304 and Standard 147 are amongst
the other likely candidates to make appearances. Unfortunately it now seems very unlikely
that Standard 143 will be completed in time to
appear, and the tram is now expected to be
launched later this summer instead.
For anyone who wants to make a weekend out
of this event, the Lancastrian Transport Trust are
planning an additional tram event on Saturday
26th June. This is expected to take the form of
a tram shuttle service, and it has been suggested that this will probably feature Brush car 632
- back in service for the 2010 celebrations after
a five year lay-off - along with car 304.
Please remember that all details of attractions,
trams to be used etc. are subject to change.
The trams running on this special weekend
have not been officially confirmed, and when/
if this happens they will be subject to availability. Readers are advised to keep an eye on
the event website: www.totallytransport.info for
updates nearer the time. AW

◄ An unrepeatable line-up at
Heaton Park, with visiting tram
Beamish 196 in the company
of Manchester 765 & L53 on
the siding opposite the tram
shed. With both Manchester cars having now left the
tramway on loan, and 196 due
to return home later this year,
this scene will almost certainly
never be repeated again
making this a highly valuable
shot. Martin Bryan

The Snaefell Mountain Railway
The Snaefell Mountain Railway
opens for the season on
Saturday 24 April
Why not take the opportunity to take a trip to the top of the
Island. There are regular departures from Laxey Station with
connecting Manx Electric Railway Trams and Bus Vannin
Services.
Refreshments are available from the Laxey Station Café and
Snaefell Summit Hotel, but remember to take your coat and
wrap up warm as it can be quite chilly during the early part of
the season!
We look forward to seeing you during the season.
The Snaefell Mountain Railway operates daily from Saturday
24th April to Sunday 3rd October (subject to weather
conditions).
Further information can be obtained by:

Telephone: 01624 662525
Email:
heritagerailways@gov.im
Websites: www.gov.im/tourism
www.iombusandrail.info

• The Snaefell Mountain Railway has a 3' 6"
gauge incorporating the "Fell" centre rail
braking system and is powered by overhead
wires carrying 550 volts DC. The line which is
approximately 5 miles long was constructed in
just seven months and opened in 1895.
• Leaving Laxey the Snaefell line climbs up an
average gradient of 1 in 12 on its way to the
Summit which is over 2000ft above sea level.
• There is one intermediate stop on the Snaefell
Mountain Railway which is at the Bungalow
where the track crosses the world famous Isle
of Man TT Races Course.
• From the Summit, on a clear day, you can get
a spectacular view of seven kingdoms which
are Mann, England, Ireland, Scotland, Wales,
Heaven and Sea.
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All four rubbing rails have been wet fitted with all of the required 130
screws(!) installed and the rails coated in primer. Timber for the staircases
will be ordered shortly; this will be the last timber needed for the project.
Work has now been started on the saloon doors - both survive but one is in
very poor condition. The decision has therefore been taken to try to modify
another similar Milnes door which has been acquired by the Leeds Transport Historical Society for use as a replacement.

Six months after this tram

Brush 634 swapped the Fylde coast for

Leeds 107
LUT 159 This tram continues to make steady progress in the Crich work-

shop. Following an earlier test fit, the decency panels are currently off the
tram whilst they are being painted and finished off with appropriate letting
and lining-out. Work on the bogies has been a long job, but should be completed soon.
After its starring role at the recent Beamish Museum ‘Power From The Past’
event, this car has now had its paintwork rubbed down for a second time
this year, in preparation for another repaint. This time the tram is to be
repainted in its familiar 1920s red & white colours, but this will differ slightly
from the version previously carried. The main alteration will be the application of fleet numbers on the upper deck sides; presumably this means the
adverts will not be reapplied. 31 is then expected to move to Blackpool
where its 86 seats, combined with the open top deck, should make it a very
popular tram this summer as we approach the tramway’s 125th anniversary
celebrations.

Marton 31

PRESERVAT

Andy Ashton
The upper deck seats have now been
re-covered in leather after the old upholstery was considered to be life-expired,
which led to it being removed whilst the
tram was being commissioned for service
at the start of the year. 812 is now back in
regular service at Crich once again.

Glasgow 812

a new home at Rushden, and restoration work
is progressing extremely well. The No. 1 end is
being prepared for repainting; the body panels
have undergone some preparatory work, and a
coat of primer has now been applied. The paint
used is actually aircraft primer, which has been
donated. This work required some temporary
scaffolding to be erected to give access to the
roof. The head and tail lamps at this end have
also been stripped for attention. Now 634’s new
owner is taking a well-deserved holiday, before
work resumes in mid-June.

Bolton 66

This much-loved veteran made its first
appearance in public service this year
on Saturday 5th June, although it had
already been spotted on Blackpool
promenade prior to this on crew training duties. Over the winter period, 66
has received some attention to its exterior paintwork and varnish, including a repaint of the bogie frames, and
now looks much better for this relatively
minor attention.
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Richard Lomas
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Sadly, it has been confirmed on the Tramgen discussion website that the planned visit of
Marton VAMBAC Railcoach 11 to Blackpool from the East Anglia Transport Museum, will
not be going ahead. The tram was expected to return to its former home in September in
exchange for a Boat car.

Blackpool Transport have decided to axe the loan of car 11, as its owners had reportedly
insisted on its use being heavily restricted. It was therefore felt that the cost of transporting
two trams could not be justified for the small amount of use that 11 would see. Although
many enthusiasts will no doubt be extremely disappointed that they will not be able to
ride on the tram in Blackpool, we must support BTS for making this difficult but understandable decision, especially in view of the fact that the company has recently had to make
bus service cuts due to the current financial situation.
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Guy Hall & Andrew Waddington

Since the first article on this
tram, I am pleased to report
that a Society has been established with
more than twenty members already recruited. As well as this,
clearance work has begun at the site, and 53 has received a little bit of TLC!

The ‘Tram 53 Society’ was officially formed in April, and had its first meeting on Sunday 23rd May,
after the first works day. The next steps for the project are fund raising, fully weatherproofing the
shed she rests in and making it secure, continuing to recruit members and to start some work.
One problem is that we still do not have design plans for the tram. I will be surprised if they do
surface, so before we take anything off, we measure and photograph! Before this though, we
need to upgrade the shed and make sure it is reasonably safe from potential intruders.

Guy Hall

The 4th of June saw a visit to the tram by Rowan of the Bluebell Railway Carriage Works, who has
kindly given us his time to give a professional estimate and view of what is involved. Unfortunately
some woodworm was identified, but the cost of restoring the bodywork has now been estimated at
approximately £12,000 – not too bad! Rowan has also offered tons of information and advice on doing this the right way, and has offered occasional consultancy on the project, so that we do have a
professional reference. He has even offered to build some work benches.
Another important day for the tram took place on Sunday 13th June, when we attended a Brighton
Buses rally. The stall attracted a high level of interest and managed to raise about £260 through donations, sales and memberships, which was very pleasing. Perhaps more importantly though, this has
helped to raise the profile of the Society and spread the word about Brighton’s last tram and the efforts being made to preserve it for future generations to enjoy.
We will be upgrading to a website shortly, but do go to the blog site at btontram53.blogspot.com, for
a lot more information in the meantime, and e-mail us at tram53project@yahoo.com. Join us and be
a part of this unique project, any donations are welcome, it all helps!!!
Watch this space for further updates on Brighton 53 – we hope to have some more, potentially very
Guy Hall exciting news on the project shortly!

More next month!
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FTS Convention Weekend 2010
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One of the highlights of the Blackpool tramway calendar
for enthusiasts is usually the Fylde Tramway Society's annual Convention weekend which is held over the May Day
Bank Holiday weekend, and 2010 was no exception. The
weekend always promises the chance for like-minded
people to socialise whilst enjoying a mutual hobby, and
a series of entertaining events are always put on to add
to the occasion. As well as the Society's Annual General
Meeting, Convention weekend normally includes a guided tour of the tram depot and workshops at Rigby Road,
as well as a few tram tours. This year the event organisers
faced a number of challenges - not least due to the partial closure of the tramway, made worse still by the theft
of overhead wire which restricted their tours to operating
between Pleasure Beach and Cleveleys. Nonetheless, the
FTS made the best out of a difficult situation, as you will
see over the next few pages!

By Andrew
Waddington
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Darren Bloxham

◄ For many people the highlight of the FTS bash was the chance to see behind-the-scenes
at Rigby Road on Saturday 1st May, and with many trams having been sold on recently,
this may well have been the last opportunity to see certain withdrawn cars in Blackpool
for many people. One tram which can definitely look forward to a bright future after many
years of neglect, is the former Permanent Way gang car 259. This tram has been donated
to the Lancastrian Transport Trust for restoration to its original guise as a Brush Railcoach,
and is expected to retain many of its original features which its sisters lost decades ago.
Some preparatory work has already been undertaken; as can be seen here, the lower side
panels have been removed and will ultimately be replaced. Scott Moore

▼◄ & ▼ The two surviving prototype streamliners are currently in the works and to the
disappointment of many, both are receiving quite considerable modifications, although at
least this will enable them to remain in regular service at Blackpool. Balloon 700 has been
residing in the Fitting Shop for the past few months after having its centre platform area
stripped down for the fitting of new ‘porches’, similar to recently modernised car 720. The
tram has also had its cab doors and bumpers removed, and will be getting front skirt panels as per 717. Meanwhile, the rebuild of Open Boat 600 is progressing well, and here we
see the tram in the Body Shop. Fitting of the exterior panelling has not been done yet, but
otherwise the tram is looking good and should be back on the promenade later this year.
Fittings such as the floor boards and seats are now being restored and the new rubber
bumpers can be clearly seen in this shot. Both: Scott Moore

◄ & ▼ The Twin sets are always popular with enthusiasts and for the second year
running, two of them featured at the FTS Convention. With no other sets expected
to run in 2010, the novelty value has been further boosted. After the depot tour,
675+685 were used to transport members to Cleveleys for the AGM and the duo
are seen here heading for the promenade on what was their first outing of the year.
Then on Sunday 2nd May, 672+682 were used on a shuttle service for ticket holders.
The picture below shows Set 2 on the Pleasure Beach outer loop; note that an end
panel on 682 has been replaced when its tail lights were modified recently; the different shade of paint gives away which one! Scott Moore & Darren Bloxham

▼◄ Two interior shots of trailer 682 taken at the start of its tour on 2nd May showing
just what good condition the tram remains in. It was last overhauled back in 2003
when the seat cushions were all re-upholstered, and they still look good to this day.
Both: Darren Bloxham

► & ▼► Monday 3rd May saw another shuttle service in operation, this time between Pleasure Beach and Bispham, due to the ban on trams without transponders
from operating further north than Bispham. Following a few changes to the advertised
programme, the trams used on this day were Boat 604 and Coronation 660 - neither of
which has seen very much use in recent years, making both trams excellent choices
for this event. The green & cream liveried pair are seen loading up outside the depot
before heading off towards North Pier. Darren Bloxham

▼ Here’s an unusual view of Blackpool Tower, taken from inside car 660. Scenes like
this show just how good roof windows are for sight-seeing! Of note, 660 has already
equalled its number of passenger-carrying appearances from the whole of 2009, and
with more big tram events to come hopefully it will be used more often this year. Darren Bloxham

▲ Two final scenes from this memorable weekend feature a last look at both of the main tram
tours which were staged. The very bright orange duo of Twin Set 2 and Jubilee car 761 ran together during the first leg of the Sunday shuttle, and both cars were posed together a few times;
this particular photo stop saw both trams posed on the loop at Little Bispham. As you can see, this
particular stop was very popular with the many photographers in attendance! Darren Bloxham

Fylde Tramway Society

The Fylde Tramway Society was founded in 1971 to support the retention of
the Blackpool to Fleetwood Tramway. This was at a time when its future was
becoming in doubt; after the demise of the inland routes in the 1960’s, and
the deepening threat at the end of the 1960’s and early 1970’s, the Fylde
Tramway Society was born to campaign for its retention and development.

Chris Rowe

Since it’s establishment in 1971, the Society has been involved
in many projects relating to Blackpool’s tramcars, including a repaint for Balloon 706 ‘Princess Alice’ in 1985, overhauls & repaints of Boats 600 and 605 and Coronation 660, as well as contributing to other ex-Blackpool trams now part of the National
Collection, including Toastracks 2 and 166 and Pantograph 167.
To find out more about the Society or to become a member, visit
our website at http://www.fyldetramwaysociety.co.uk.

Membership Benefits:

Scott Moore

▲► Monday 3rd May kicked off with Boat 604 and Coronation 660 parked side by side at North
Pier after a run to Pleasure Beach and back. Despite poor lighting conditions this is always a
good spot for tram photographs as it is possible to use the Tower as a backdrop. Just after this
picture was taken, 604 reversed and ran to Pleasure Beach whilst 660 continued north towards
Bispham, starting off the shuttle runs that operated throughout the day. Darren Bloxham

• Free monthly magazine - ‘Fylde Tramway
News’
• Annual Convention Weekend
• Illuminations tram tour
• Christmas tram tour
• Regular monthly meetings

From Manchester Square
to

the City of Manchester

By Andrew Waddington

Thursday 6th May was an extremely important day in tramway history, as it marked the entry into preservation of two muchloved tramcars following their withdrawal from service in their native town of Blackpool. The trams were, of course, Brush
Railcoach 623 of 1937, and double-deck Balloon car 702 of 1934. Both trams have been sold to the Manchester Transport
Museum Society for future use on the preserved tramway line at Heaton Park, where they will join fellow ex-Blackpool tram,
Railgrinder 752 in their operating fleet. However, due to insufficient depot space, the trams have initially been moved to
a secure site in Manchester for temporary storage. This is the new 'Museum of Museums' at the Trafford Centre, where the
trams will be going on display to the public, alongside a whole host of other attractions on a variety of themes, this summer.
We will aim to keep readers informed of when the museum is fully open to visitors in due course.
Both trams were placed on low loaders during the morning/early afternoon, in readiness to leave their home of more
than seventy years. The cars arrived at Manchester that evening, but due to a few delays they were not unloaded until
the morning of Friday 7th May. Volunteers from the MTMS have since worked hard to prepare the trams for display at Trafford, where they will act as ambassadors for the Heaton Park Tramway. Work undertaken has involved re-fitting of the lifeguards to both trams, whilst 623 has also regained its pantograph and tower. The seat cushions have also been re-fitted;
these had been taken out as the lifeguards were stored in the tram saloons, so as to prevent them from being damaged.
The MTMS deserve a huge pat on the back for ensuring that these two wonderful vehicles have a bright future, and hopefully it won't be too long before both trams are carrying passengers again. In the meantime, we are honoured to bring you
these pictures of the loading process, and we hope that you will find them interesting!
▲► Balloon car 702 on one of its last appearances on Blackpool promenade, near Manchester Square last September. Andrew
Waddington
► Newly painted in wartime style livery, Brush car 623 passes through Gynn Square in April 2007. Alan Robson

▲ We set the scene at Rigby Road on the morning of 6th May, and the first shunt move involving the trams being moved to
Manchester saw Brush cars 623 & 626 moved onto Hopton Road, before 626 pushed 623 into the Electrical Compound for
removal of its pantograph tower. This was an exciting moment for your writer, who had attempted to organise a tour with
these two trams as a send-off for car 623; so my desire to photograph them together was satisfied after all! Andrew Waddington
▲► Balloon 702 sits patiently waiting its turn to move at the front of the shed, minus front lifeguards and pantograph. Andrew Waddington
▼ Two low loaders and a van from Scott’s Haulage on Blundell Street, having arrived after 11:00pm the night before! Andrew Waddington

◄ 626 was then coupled up to Balloon 702 and moved the tram onto Hopton Road, where
they sat for a while as the team from Scott’s prepared a ramp up to the first lorry so that
702 could be loaded. This was another match made in heaven with the two 1970s liveried
trams looking absolutely superb together; and as 626 received this livery after 702 last ran,
this was another fantastic one-off photo opportunity which added extra spice to an already exciting day. Andrew Waddington

▼◄ Once the ramp had been built using some old track, 626 pushed 702 cautiously
towards the low loader. A winch was then attached to 702 to haul it onto the vehicle, with
626 assisting by slowly pushing it up. Here 702 is seen moving onto the ramp very slowly as
Scott’s staff and MTMS volunteers nervously look on. Andrew Waddington

▼ Moving to the other end of the lorry, and we can clearly see the cable used to pull 702
up the ramp being attached to its coupler box. Andrew Waddington

► Once 702 was safely loaded, it was time for a short brunch break, and then it
was 623’s turn. Looking slightly strange without its pantograph tower, the tram was
shunted on the depot fan in order to get it into the right position, with sister car 631
acting as the shunter this time. Here the star of the show can be seen sandwiched
between two red trams; 631 and 645, which had been brought outside for a wash.
Andrew Waddington
Inset 623’s pantograph tower was moved using Blackpool Transport’s own forklift
truck, and both were deposited outside the Fitting Shop for a while before the tower
was later stashed on the back of 702’s lorry for the journey to Manchester, where it
was subsequently re-fitted. Andrew Waddington
▼ With a cable attached and 631 pushing from behind, car 623 edges its way onto
the second low loader from Scott’s. This was a much taller vehicle than 702’s and as
a result the ramp up to it was noticeably much steeper. The trailer itself was an ingenious piece of machinery which could be lowered nearer to the ground to enable
the tram to be placed on it, before being moved upwards again when the tractor
was re-attached. Note that this tram was loaded in the opposite direction to 702.
Andrew Waddington
▼ This picture does a pretty good job of emphasising the steep angle of the ramp
up to the trailer; just look at the angle of 623 here! The remnants of the lifeguard at
the end pictured are clearly scraping the ground. However, no damage was done
and although this may have looked rather worrying to an onlooker such as myself,
the workmen clearly knew what they were doing and before too long, 623 was on
the low loader looking none the worse for its adventures. Andrew Waddington

► Car 702 is seen here moving the final few inches onto the low loader that would take
it to its brand new home. The tram was then secured in place, with chains being attached to its bogies to ensure that the wheels could not move at all whilst in transit, and
the brakes being tightly wound on. Looking at this photo, it’s easy to see why the MTMS
chose 702 for their collection - not only does the tram still look very smart, but the body
is very straight compared to some other cars, and despite its good condition it has managed to retain the appearance of a traditional Blackpool Balloon car which is loved by
so many people. Andrew Waddington

▼► Here’s something you don’t see every day... a tramcar on the wrong side of Blundell Street, where there are no tracks! In order to allow 623 to be loaded alongside
the Fitting Shop wall, 702 was moved to the other side of the road out of the way, and
was captured here in this unusual position from the car park of a nearby store, with the
Blackpool Transport offices visible between tram and tractor. Andrew Waddington

▼ With 631 uncoupled, 623 is seen perched on its trailer from the same location, just
before being secured in place. Andrew Waddington

► Bon voyage! Somewhat later than expected, both cars left Rigby Road for the last
time(?) in the early afternoon. 623 was turned onto Hopton Road and then pulled to
the side of the road, allowing 702 to overtake it and lead the convoy out of Blackpool.
Both trams then turned left onto Lytham Road, beginning their journey into preservation.
Farewell old friends! Andrew Waddington
▼ We finish with three views of the trams in their new home - the “Museum of Museums”
at Trafford Park in Manchester. Because of the delays experienced during the loading process, the trams were not unloaded until the following morning, when they were
moved inside the MoM building. In the weeks following MTMS members prepared the
trams for display, including re-fitting the tower and pantograph to Brush 623, as seen
here once the museum was open to the public. Adam Whittaker
▼► Next to Brush 623 is Balloon 702. This tram has not had it’s pantograph refitted, but
has had it’s lifeguards fitted and it looks very smart in its new home. You can see both
of the trams at the museum for free for a limited time - more information can be found
at http://www.museumofmuseums.org.uk. Adam Whittaker
▼►► And finally, both trams together, as they will be seen until such a time that they
can be accommodated at Heaton Park. The two Blackpool cars are some of the first
exhibits to greet you as you enter the museum. Adam Whittaker

The Kipperbox turns 100!
By Andrew Waddington

An overlooked anniversary this year has been the 100th birthday of Hull 132. Today the tram takes pride of place in the
Street Life Museum in its own native city, but it has had a few travels before returning to its original home. This article
tells the story of this delightful tram, to mark its first century of existence.

Andrew Waddington

Car 132 is one of just three surviving Hull tramcars today. Of the others, one is car 96 – currently operating at Beamish Museum in later Leeds works car
livery, but normally based at Heaton Park – and the other is an unidentified tram body which is owned by the Tramway Museum Society, and presently
stored at Clay Cross awaiting a major reconstruction. All of this leaves 132 as the only preserved Hull tram that is instantly recognisable as such, and therefore an important part of British tramway history... and that’s before we’ve even begun to explore the history of the tram itself.
Hull 132 was constructed in-house at the tramway’s Liverpool Street works in 1910 as one
of a batch of four-wheel, semi-enclosed double deck trams sporting open balconies on
the upper deck. The car originally had an unusual ‘Bellamy’ top cover, with a distinctive domed roof which did not extend over the balconies, leaving the ends of the upper deck almost completely exposed to the elements. In 1931 the tram was rebuilt and
became totally enclosed (though retaining its domed shape), and it was also fitted with
a new truck, though it remained a four-wheeler throughout its life. The tram was considerably enhanced at this time, and alterations such as upholstered seating made it look
much newer than it actually is.
After the demise of Hull’s tramway, 43 of the trams were sold to Leeds Corporation for
further use in the Yorkshire city, and this fate ensured the survival of both cars 96 and 132
for long enough to enable them to be preserved. Here, 132 and its sisters were given the
nickname ‘Kipperboxes’ thanks to their origins at the city known for its docks! The car
became the first ex-Hull tram to enter service there in 1942, adopting the fleet number
446 and receiving the wartime khaki livery of the period and being fitted with a bow
Andrew Waddington
collector in place of its trolley arm. The
rather drab paintwork was later replaced by dark blue, which lasted until it was finally withdrawn from
service in 1951. However, it did enjoy one final hurrah in 1955 when it was returned to use specially for a
one-off enthusiast tour for members of the Light Rail Transport League.
The tram was in fact one of the first to be acquired for preservation by the fledging Tramway Museum
Society. It first moved to Bolton after its farewell tour in 1955, arriving at Crich in May 1960. Some additional
work was done to the car to try and fight the affects of the weather in the early years when it had to be
stored outside due to a lack of covered storage space on site.

Andrew Waddington

Being in poor external condition and seemingly regarded as a low priority for restoration, 132 was moved to Clay Cross
in 1982. This is the off-site storage premises of the TMS, and is regarded by many as something resembling a black hole
which various trams disappear into, never to be seen again. However, 132 was lucky as it only had a very short stay
there. After just over one year in store, the tram was extracted, but it did not return to Crich for display. Instead, it was

transported back to its old home of Hull for display in the city’s Museum of Transport along with two other, even older
trams. Upon arrival 132 was treated to a cosmetic restoration at Cottingham Road Garage under a Manpower Services scheme, which included the replacement of body panels, and was finished off in the attractive 1930s Hull livery
of crimson lake and white. 132’s own truck remained in store, and it was therefore displayed upon a temporary truck
of a different design. Despite not being able to operate, the tram looked magnificent once again, and was even
more special as it was the only Hull tram on display to the public for a few years, once it arrived at the museum for
display.
At this point it is worth diverting a little to make reference to the other two trams at this museum, as both are rather
unusual. Ryde Pier 3 is in fact the oldest tram in Britain, dating from 1882, and has the unusual claim of being powered by horses, steam, electric traction and even petrol! It has also run as both a double-decker and a singledecker, and is often referred to as the ‘grapes car’ due to the ornate grapes carved into the body corner pillars.
The tram was withdrawn from service after an accident in 1935, and duly became one of the first preserved trams
in this country. The other tramcar resident at Hull is Portstewart 1, an 1882 steam tram locomotive which may be
unusual in preservation, but represents many similar engines from this period. It was purchased by transport enthusiast Dr Whitcombe in 1926 when the Ulster steam tramway closed due to the dire condition of the track, and was
presented to the Hull museum. The same man was later responsible also for saving the Ryde Pier car, and the British
tramcar preservation movement owes him a great deal for ensuring the survival of these two remarkable vehicles.

Andrew Wa

ddington

More recent years have seen a major refurbishment of the Hull museum, which was subsequently re-branded under
the name ‘Street Life’. This has allowed 132 and various other vehicles to be presented to visitors in an appropriate setting, with several shop fronts in place to give the impression that visitors are not in an indoor exhibition, but
that they have in fact set foot on a genuine period street. There’s even a full-size signal box nearby as part of the
museum’s railway exhibit, and an aeroplane suspended in mid-air swooping down on a vintage bus below! Other
star exhibits include a number of very early motor cars, and a gallery dedicated to horse-drawn carriages, which
are superbly displayed with replica horses and dummies in period costume to bring the scene to life. The changes
have enabled the trio of trams to be displayed much better, and visitors are even allowed to board the lower deck
of Hull 132 and enjoy the small yet comfortable passenger saloon. There are also viewing areas from the first floor of
the building, one of which offers excellent views of the trams.
Admission to this excellent museum is
totally free, which is particularly pleasAndrew Wa
ing as it compares most favourably with other
ddington
static transport museums. So, if you happen to be in the area this
year, why not drop in to the Street Life Museum, and wish Hull 132 a happy 100th birthday!? As for
the future – 132 looks set to remain in Hull for the foreseeable future where it is much admired and
enjoyed, but whilst it remains under TMS ownership there is always a chance that it may return to
Derbyshire at some point, perhaps for a full restoration to operational condition. Now that would
certainly be an amazing development for its second century!

Coming Soon!

Andrew Waddington

Due to popular demand, we are currently working on our very first ‘print’ edition of the magazine, which will be available to buy at the end of July. Priced at £2.10 an issue, the magazine
will be available every two months, combining the previous two web editions, in addition to
bonus, previously unseen content.
Final spec and page numbers are still to be confirmed, however we can confirm that it will be
A4 sized and full-colour throughout. Subscriptions will be available, and if you wish to find out
more - or pre-order - please email us at sales@tramways-monthly.com!

Edinburgh Trams Completion Due
First New Tram Arrived

Princes Street
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Australian Tram Events 2010

By John Frost

John Frost
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EVENTS DIARY
Date

20th June
25th-27th June
26th/27th June
26th June
27th June

Event

Father’s Day
EuroModel Tram Festival
1950s Weekend
From the 50s to the 80s
Totally Transport

Location

Seaton Tramway
Litomerice Exhibition Grounds
Crich Tramway Village
Blackpool & Fleetwood Tramway
New South Promenade/Ocean Boulevard,
Blackpool
30th June
Tapas Evening & Optional Tram Ride
Seaton Tramway
4th July
Coastal Tour
Blackpool & Fleetwood Tramway
7th July
Evening Tramway Cruise
Blackpool & Fleetwood Tramway
10th/11th July Edwardian Weekend
Crich Tramway Village
11th July
Coastal Tour
Blackpool & Fleetwood Tramway
11th July
Bus & Coach Event 2010
East Anglia Transport Museum, Carlton Colville
14th July
Evening Tramway Cruise
Blackpool & Fleetwood Tramway
17th July
Jazz Evening at Colyton Station
Seaton Tramway
18th July
Coastal Tour
Blackpool & Fleetwood Tramway
21st July
Evening Tramway Cruise
Blackpool & Fleetwood Tramway
24th/25th July
Festival of Model Tramways
Manchester Museum of Transport
24th/25th July
Festival of Model Tramways
Heaton Park Tramway
25th July
Coastal Tour
Blackpool & Fleetwood Tramway
25th July
Mini Meet
Crich Tramway Village
28th July
Evening Tramway Cruise
Blackpool & Fleetwood Tramway
1st August
Coastal Tour
Blackpool & Fleetwood Tramway
1st August
Emergency Vehicles Day
Crich Tramway Village
4th August
Evening Tramway Cruise
Blackpool & Fleetwood Tramway
5th August
Tapas Evening & Optional Tram Ride
Seaton Tramway
7th August
The Big Trams Weekend: VAMBAC & Veterans
Blackpool & Fleetwood Tramway
8th August
The Big Trams Weekend: Different Standards
Blackpool & Fleetwood Tramway
We aim to be accurate with all details carried, however errors may occur. We advise that you check before travelling
to a particular event. Events in bold will incur an additional cost.
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Regular readers will be
aware that Blackpool
Boat 606 was sold to the DC Trolley Museum last year, after being put up for auction by
it’s previous owner. We have covered the car’s
history more in-depth in issue 14, but readers
may be interested to know that since moving to
it’s new home, 606 has been used to give talks to
visitors to the museum, and it can be seen ready
in this role on the left. The tram has since moved
into the Museum’s workshops for the commencement of commissioning for service, and it is hoped
that the tram will soon become a regular performer on the Museum’s operating line.

There’s just time to bring you one final page of tramway related bits and pieces, as the pole is swung and the
seats are turned, before we bid farewell to our passengers until next time!

Frances Pitlick

Wesley Paulson

Back cover

Now here's something you don't see everyday - two trams being moved on the traverser at Crich! Now, the length of the traverser carriage and the amount of space around it
dictates that this isn't normally possible, however two horse cars do fit - as proven in this photograph! Sheffield 15 was being moved to the workshop in preparation for use on
the Spring Bank Holiday Monday, and at the same time, Chesterfield 8 was also extracted. We believe that this tram is to be used for a photo shoot at some point this year,
hence the need for it to be checked over.

Happy birthday Hull 132! We
finish this month with a view
of the centenarian ‘Kipperbox’, taking pride of place at
the Hull Street Life Museum.
The tram looks right at home
in the indoor, re-created
period street, complete with
a man shouting out of the
window at passers-by! Visitors to the museum can also
be seen inspecting the lower
deck. Andrew Waddington

Richard Lomas

Next time...
Farewell to Balloon 703

Balloon 703 (or is that Sunderland 101?) performed a photographic non-passenger carrying Depot-Bispham-Pleasure
Beach-Depot run for enthusiasts on June 7th - Probably the
only time that the car will run in Blackpool ever again. We
have full coverage from various points throughout the run, as
well as a look at Balloon 703 in service and ‘the making of’
Sunderland 101.

Scott Moore

Crich Enthusiasts’ Tram Event 2010

Crich Tramway Village, home of The National Tramway Museum, held it’s annual “Enthusiasts’ Tram Event” on the 30th May,
and both members of the Tramways Monthly were present. The
event is traditionally a day of intensive passenger operation,
demonstration works cars on the mainline and the shunting of
several withdrawn tramcars, including unique photographic
opportunities. 2010 was no different, with no less than 14 passenger cars in operation, 7 works cars in operation, and 8
‘demics’ shunted. A full report - including photographs and
a list of every tram that appeared - will be
included next month.
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Out late June!
Jack Gordon

