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Welcome!

I should start this edition of Tramways Monthly with
a great big ‘thank you’ to everyone who has sent
in messages of support over the past week or so in
response to the ‘apology’ email that I distributed
out. As was mentioned in that email, there are a
wide variety of reasons why this Issue has been massively delayed, however I am confident that a lot
of these have now been solved and we can finally
start moving forwards, being on time and enacting several projects that we have in the pipeline!
Everyone who has got in touch recently has really
given me a motivational boost to try and get this
edition of the magazine (and all subsequent ones)
out as quickly as possible to try and get us back on
track - whether it happens or not is still to be seen,
but I remain hopeful!
I should also take this opportunity to apologise for
the lack of a high resolution version of the previous
magazine, which was not uploaded first time round
due to a problem with the web server. The upload
of this file has now been delayed due to the latest
round of computer problems that have also delayed this edition of the magazine.
Much of the news content contained within this
edition of the magazine is no longer relevant or has
been in the domain for some time now, however I
have opted to keep it in as I feel that it is required
for historical purposes. It was also largely completed
and available as a back-up, so it was just a case of
basing the rest of the magazine around that and
was quicker to keep it as-was than trying to change
it and re-work a large proportion of the mag! I hope
that you will support me in my decision to do this,
and just want to add that if you wish to see the most
up-to-date news you can head over to the news
page on our website, which is regularly updated
with the latest tramway and light rail stories as they
http://www.tramways-monthly.com

Traffic Notes
reach us.
Despite this, I hope that the remainder of the magazine’s content will more than make up for it, as we
have some rather exciting stuff inside, including
exclusive, unpublished photographs of the move of
Graz 225 from Summerlee Museum to the Brighton
Tram 53 Group, a selection of photographs of some
of Britain’s horse tramcars that have recently been
in the news and another installment of our occasional feature on Blackpool’s preserved tramcars,
this time taking a look over ‘The Ones that Got
Away’ - Blackpool trams that are sadly no longer
with us, despite heading into preservation or benefitting other preservation projects.
For me, it’s been a very quiet time in the world of
trams recently, with very few trips anywhere due
to ‘real life’ and other commitments. Hopefully this
should start to change shortly though, as the winter generally provides a very good time for me to
get into the workshops at Crich fairly regularly, and
there’s a lot of work to be done this winter!
While this magazine doesn’t specifically look at
the 125th Anniversary Celebrations in Blackpool,
it would be wrong of me to let this Editorial pass
without at least a brief mention of them. Undeterred
by the seemingly-daily failures and setbacks that
occurred prior to the events, Blackpool Transport
Services Ltd. and all of the organisations involved in
making the events happen should be highly commended for an excellent and memorable week.
Whilst I didn’t get the chance to attend myself, the
feedback that I have heard has only been positive,
proving that people were determined to make the
best of things in spite of the seemingly atrocious luck
the events had attracted.

it’s place at the back of the procession from Pleasure Beach to Bispham later that day, and - while it
wasn’t carrying passengers - will probably go down
as one of the best bits of the Celebrations. ‘Next
month’s’ Tramways Monthly will feature full coverage of the events and more!
Finally from me this month, we are now starting
to put together ideas and make preparations for
a brand new website, and we want to hear from
you as to what you would like to see on it! We’ll
be feeding ideas and snippets over the coming
months, but as it’s ultimately you, our readers, that
will be using the site, we only want to put on it what
you want to see, so please do get in touch at the
normal address! No idea is a bad one and, while
all may not happen, we’d much rather have some
idea of what to do rather than none at all!
Enjoy the magazine!

Jack Gordon
Jack Gordon - 2/11/10
editor@tramways-monthly.com

Front Cover Caption

After spending more than twenty years at the Summerlee Industrial Museum in Scotland, Graz tramcar
225 sets off on its latest adventure on July 5th 2010. A
detailed account of the project to move this tram to
a new home near Brighton appears elsewhere in this
month’s magazine. Tommy Gallagher

For many, perhaps the highlight of events week
was the unexpected appearance of the LTT’s OMO
8 on a test run on the very last day of the events,
Wednesday 29th September. Operating for the first
time in 18 years just that morning, the car then took
3
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Johannesburg 60 attacked by trees
It all started early on the morning of Monday 16th August,
when the workshop team at
Crich Tramway Village (including your Editor!) assisted with
loading Johannesburg 60 onto
a low loader provided by Scott’s
Heavy Haulage. The tram had
been selected as the first car
from Crich to move to Blackpool
on loan ready for the September
events, and had already had its
lifeguards and platform gates
removed (the former by your
Editor!) the previous day ready
for the journey.
After several
delays, the
tram finally
left the
Museum at
ap-

proximately midday, but soon
ran into trouble when it made
contact with some low-hanging
tree branches after travelling for
just a few miles. The team from
Scott’s wisely stopped the lorry,
and a decision was made to
abandon the move to ensure
that car 60 did not sustain any
further damage. The tram was
therefore returned to Crich,
complete with some body damage including two broken windows, where it was unloaded
and returned to the depot yard.
Instead, the second tram in line
to make the trip to Blackpool,
Oporto 273, was fastracked
through the workshop to be
prepared for departure, and
left on the same loader later
that afternoon.
Because of the problems
affecting Johannesburg 60,
it was also soon decided
to cancel both of the
other double-deck cars
that were due to make
the trip to Blackpool,
these being Blackpool
Standard 40 and Leeds
399. In their place was
offered the Museum’s
only other operational
single-deck cars (with
the exception of the
AccessTram Berlin
3006!), these being
Blackpool & Fleetwood
‘Rack’ 2, Cardiff water
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car 131 and Blackpool electric
locomotive 717. Only the former
car was accepted by Blackpool
Transport, as understandably
they did not want to pay for cars
to visit the resort that were not
going to earn the money back,
these both being works car. The
car moved with Blackpool Pantograph 167 - the other single
deck car that was already due
to go to Blackpool - to Blackpool
in early September. JG
pu Locomotive 717 drags 60 out
of road 3 in the workshop prior to
loading for its journey to Blackpool.
Jack Gordon
u After several delays, it’s finally
time to get the tram onto the low
loader, seen being pushed on by
the electric locomotive. Chesterfield 7 looks on in the background,
along with other members of Museum staff. Richard Lomas
qu On returning to the museum,
the tram had sustained damage
to two of its patterned quarterlights and paintwork. These were
removed, leaving two gaps
until replacement ones could be
sourced, as seen here. Richard
Lomas
t The height of Johannesburg 60
can be clearly seen in this view,
perhaps explaining why damage was sustained when the tram
loaded. This view also shows the
paint work on the front bumpers
that had been touched up for the
celebrations, as well as the removed life guards. Jack Gordon
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Blackpool visitors - an update
Blackpool celebrates the 125th
anniversary of its world-famous
tramway this month, and as part of
the festivities a number of vintage
tramcars are visiting from across the
country.
The list of visiting tramcars for Blackpool 125 seems to change on an
almost daily basis, although it is
hoped that things are reasonably
confirmed at this point. It was originally planned for around 15 ‘trams
of interest’ to be present, though
depressingly this number has now
shrunk to just five.

remains operational. All three trams
were duly commissioned and tested
ahead of several tram tours that
took place on 11th/12th September,
but 273 suffered a derailment in the
days prior to these tours, causing it
to be banned from operating and
withdrawn from the events. The
second tram from Crich to ‘bite the
dust’ was 167, which failed on 11th
September, during its final shuttle
run, which has removed it from the
line-up. Interestingly, the only Tramway Museum Society car to remain
is now the oldest operational Blackpool tram, being built in 1898!

From Crich Tramway Village, just
three trams made it to Blackpool Rack 2, Pantograph 167 and Oporto
273 - and now just one of these

Three trams were also due to be
attending from the Lancastrian
Transport Trust - OMO 8, Standard
143 and EE Railcoach 279, but only
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one is now expected, as the restoration of trams 143 and 279 was
not able to be completed in time.
Car 143 was moved to Rigby Road
Depot for the work to be finished,
but this sadly proved not to be possible. It is looking more positive for
OMO 8 though, and please see the
separate story for the latest news
concerning that car.
The other vehicles on the original
line-up are still expected to attend
the events, the first arriving in June.
This tram debuted on 12th September, and had only been used on
driver training runs prior to this.
Liverpool 762 arrived on 7th September from the Merseyside Tramway Preservation Society, and was
duly commissioned and released
into traffic in time for it’s first tour on
18th September.
Finally, Marton 31 became the
final tram to arrive - on loan from
Beamish - and was also duly commissioned before entering service
on the tramway in a similar manner
to the other cars. JG
ppu Oporto 273 is seen rounding Pleasure Beach loop on its first ever journey
in Blackpool on August 28th Dan Heeley
pu With a little help from Brush car 631,
Liverpool 762 is seen shortly after touching down on Blackpool tracks on September 8th. Mike Mercer
u Pantograph 167 is also seen on
Pleasure Beach loop on September
10th. Dan Heeley
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Hello to 143; goodbye to 626!
The week commencing 16th
August was an extremely
busy and exciting time for the
Blackpool tramway, with no
less than three trams moving by road either to or from
Blackpool Transport's premises
at Rigby Road - surely some
sort of record for modern
times? Following on from the
arrival of Oporto 273 earlier
in the week, Standard 143
then arrived late at night on
Wednesday 18th August. The
tram has been undergoing a
major restoration at the Lancastrian Transport Trust's Brinwell Road workshop over the
last few years, and has finally
reached the latter stages of its
reconstruction.

The process of returning 143
to its former home was anything but straightforward, as
first its bogies - which have
been refurbished in Blackpool
Transport's Fitting Shop - had
to be taken back to Brinwell
Road to be reunited with
the car body. 143 also had
to be moved away from its
long-term resting place to the
depot doors, a process which
took several hours. Once it
had been lifted and then
lowered back onto its bogies,
the tram was then placed on
a low loader and driven to
Rigby Road, where it was unloaded by 11:00am the next
morning. Despite now being

http://www.tramways-monthly.com
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on-site, there is still some work
left to finish before 143 returns
to service, most notably thel u
completion of the upper deck
which has no end panels as
yet. No definite date has been
set for its return, although it is
booked to work three tours
during the forthcoming 125th
anniversary week, the first of
which is scheduled for 24th
September.
Once 143 was unloaded,
the team from Scott's Heavy
Haulage who had moved the
tram turned their attentions
to Brush car 626, which was
placed on the same vehicle
and duly left Blackpool after
midday. This tram has been

6

purchased by Merseytravel for
use on the Birkenhead tramway, although we are not yet
sure if it has gone straight to
Birkenhead as it had previously been suggested that
it may be stored elsewhere
initially, and that it may also
receive some restoration
work. The move of 626 has
left many tram enthusiasts in
shock, partly because it was
the first of three Brush cars to
be fully rebuilt in the 1990s, but
mainly because it was only
repainted earlier this year after spending nearly 18 months
in storage. Being fitted with
low-voltage equipment and
transponders, 626 had been
chosen to replace car 623 as

the first choice car for Tram
Driving Experiences, although
it seems to have been used
more for normal driver training
and passenger service since
its comeback. 626 last ran in
Blackpool on 17th August on
training duties, and it is hard to
believe that just two days later
the tram has gone! AW

q Farewell old friend! Car 626
heads down Hopton Road for
one final time on 19th August en
route to its new home. Andrew
Blood
t & u Two days earlier, the tram
was on driver training duties: this
included a run to Fleetwood
Ash Street - seen in front of the
barrier - and Pleasure Beach
where it is shown parked on the
inner loop. Mike Mercer
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OMO 8 steals the show!
Another likely star of the Blackpool 125th anniversary celebrations touched down on its native
rails late on the afternoon of
Monday 13th September, in the
shape of OMO car 8. The tram
was treated to a cosmetic restoration in Blackpool Transport’s
own workshops in 2005 but was
then moved to the Brinwell Street
premises of its owners, the Lancastrian Transport Trust, later the
same year. Since then the car
has undergone additional work
focussed mainly on its electrics
and the saloon, ready for its
intended role in the main events
week. Car 8 was due to make
its enthusiast tour debut on 23rd
September, before operating for
Fylde Tramway Society members
the following week alongside
other former stalwarts of the line
to Fleetwood, however this did
not pan out as it was not possible to complete the car to a
passenger-carrying standard in
time.
However, the tram did make
a surprise return to the rails on
Wednesday 29th September for
the final event of the week-long
celebrations to mark the Blackpool tram system’s 125th anniversary. As mentioned, the tram
had previously been ruled out of
all of the special events as there
had not been enough time to
complete the tram, which was
found to have a door fault after
moving to Rigby Road. However,
Blackpool Transport’s workshop

Transponders for Brush
car 632

staff went to great lengths to get
the tram operational so that it
could participate in the procession which took place on the
actual date that the tramway
opened, and although it did not
carry any passengers, it proved
to be the star of the show! There
is still some work remaining to
be completed on car 8 before
it can run in service, but the
many enthusiasts who saw it run
seemed delighted just to have
the tram back on the promenade for the first time in 18 years.
Indeed, the last OMO car to run
anywhere prior to 8’s return was
car 11 which was withdrawn
from passenger duties in March
1993 and was then used a test
vehicle until 1997, and ended
up being scrapped a few years
later.
8 made a brief appearance on
the morning of September 29th
when it ran from the tram depot
to Tower and back again on
test. This went well enough for
BTS to allow it to appear in the
procession, driven by engineering staff. After leaving depot it
reversed at Foxhall (another first
for an OMO!) before heading to
Pleasure Beach where it joined
the rest of the line-up and departed at 2:00pm. The cars then
ran up to Bispham, with 8 running straight in to the depot on
the return leg, whereas the others continued to Pleasure Beach
and lined up on the loop. AW

http://www.tramways-monthly.com

In a somewhat surprising move, Blackpool
Brush Railcoach 632 has become the latest
tram to be fitted with transponder equipment
so that it can activate the traffic control
system recently installed at Little Bispham. I
say surprising, because this makes 632 the
first tram that was not fitted with low-voltage
equipment to receive transponders; the tram
has been fitted with a small inverter specially to power the new device. Otherwise
the car is unchanged and retains its oldstyle bulb headlights. This means that 632
can now operate over the entire tramway,
which will hopefully lead to an increase
in use for the tram, which is owned by the
Lancastrian Transport Trust and sponsored by
the Blackpool Tram Shop whose adverts are
displayed on its roof boxes.

ppp The extreme length of OMO 8 can be
examined in this photo of the car being cautiously moved off the low loader which was
used to take it back home to Rigby Road.
Andrew Blood
pp History in the making as 8 trundles along
Lytham Road towards the promenade for the
first time since 1992, in the pouring rain early on
September 29th. Scott Moore
p Ta-dah! Car 8 seen emerging from the Electrical Compound later the same day, ready to
participate in the eight-car procession. Andrew
Waddington

7

It is presumed that the decision to fit transponders to 632 has been made due to
the departure of sister car 626, which left
BTS one single deck car down. Indeed, the
equipment installed in car 632 may well
have come from 626 although this isn't
known for definite. The tram was taken out
for its first run to test its new equipment on
the morning of August 24th, entering service
later the same day. AW

Correction

We have several corrections this month of
errors that have cropped into our last few
editions of the magazine. Our first concerns
a photograph of Brush 632 at Cleveleys in
our totallyTransport Supplement, which was
incorrectly credited to Chris Rowe. It should
instead have been credited to Tony Waddington - we apologise for the mix up. JG
Issue 19 - September 2010

L53
back at Beamish
The annual 'Great North Steam Fair'
held at the North of England Open
Air Museum, Beamish, saw an impressive range of vehicles in action
around the 300 acre museum site
- but despite the title of this event it
wasn't just steam engines that came
to visit. As an added attraction,
Beamish also borrowed the Manchester Transport Museum Society's
unique Eades reversible horse tram
L53 for the duration of the event.
The tram arrived from its temporary
home at Bury Transport Museum on
Tuesday 31st August and was operated in the Town area on all four
days of the steam gathering - 2nd to
5th September inclusive. As Leeds 6
is also currently residing at Beamish
Museum, this gave the rare opportunity to enjoy two MTMS owned trams
operating together in unfamiliar surroundings!

Latest News
L53 is of course no stranger to this
massive Museum, having previously
visited last year for the inaugural
'Power from the Past' event. Just
like last time, the tram operated
exclusively in the Town for a short
distance with passengers asked to
pay a modest 50p fare for rides to
help cover the cost of transporting it
to Beamish. Once again L53 was a
huge attraction, particularly as the
horses in charge of hauling it also
turned the car the correct way at
each end, something which is not
currently possible at Heaton Park.
Whilst the horse tram is running the
electric trams are only able to run
around the site in one direction,
giving L53 sole access to one line.
When the Tramways Monthly Assistant Editor visited the Museum on 3rd

Blackpool Balloons - the next generation
The morning of Wednesday 18th August saw a
strange-looking doubledeck tramcar make its
first appearance on the
Blackpool promenade,
giving a small taste of the
tramway's future.

The tram in question was
Balloon 720, which has
received an extensive
rebuild. Most notably, 720
is the first tram to have
widened centre platforms,
making it compatible
with the new platforms
being constructed at

various tram stops in order
to make the trams more
accessible to all. The tram
has been stored in the
depot for many months
despite being able to
move around under
power, but with a serious
effort being made to get
more high-capacity trams
commissioned in time for
the illuminations period,
the decision has now
been made to put 720 into
service. This first run saw
the tram run to Cleveleys
for clearance testing,
which is believed to have
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September, four electric cars were in
service at the day's peak - all available cars except Leeds 6 which was
displayed outside the depot. Blackpool 31 was proving particularly
popular thanks to its large seating
capacity and open top deck - this
tram looks absolutely magnificent
following its recent repaint in 1920s
style red, cream and brown livery,
ready for its anticipated move to
Blackpool which is expected very
soon. All trams and buses were
running with full standing loads for
much of the afternoon, and the
following day was reportedly even
busier, so the enhanced transport
service was certainly needed! AW
You can see exclusive photographs
of Manchester L53’s latest trip to
Beamish in our ‘Horse Trams in the
News’ pictorial, starting on page 24.

gone well. The tram has received silver fleet numbers
and the company address
on its exterior, which suggests that it will probably
be staying in its plain white
livery for the time being.
Prior to this test run, 720
had not operated since it
was withdrawn part-way
through the 2006 illuminations, when it carried a
black advert livery for the
Pleasure Beach Eclipse
show. It was previously
thought that the tram
would have to wait until
8

2011 to run because of
concerns as to whether
the widened cars would
be able to pass at North
Pier where the tracks have
not yet been re-aligned;
however, as 720 is the only
car to have the modifications completed so far,
passing another widened
Balloon will not be an issue! Apart from the centre
porches and plug doors,
the tram resembles sister
car 713 with its modern
skirt and bumper design.
AW
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p The ghostly white image of car 720 at Little
Bispham on its first (and so far only) outing in
modified form. Despite fears, the widened platforms do not spoil its appearance too much
and should be even less noticeable when a
‘proper’ livery is finally applied. Paul Wilkinson
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Coronation breakdown and a Standard to Fleetwood!
On Saturday 7th August, the
Lancastrian Transport Trust's
restored VAMBAC Coronation car 304 broke down whilst
operating along the Blackpool
tramway. The car was working a
free tour for enthusiasts to make
up for the cancellation of the
'Big Trams Weekend' events, but
unfortunately it failed at Bispham
and had to rescued by Unimog
939. The tram is pictured being
towed down Lytham Road, with
its trolley arm tied down.

Latest News

& cream one really!), in the
shape of Standard 147 which
was called upon to take 304's
place, and ended up running
to Fleetwood! Unlike 304, 147
has transponders fitted, so the
crew offered to take the tram
as far north as Fisherman's Walk
(the current terminus). Everyone
involved in making this run happen deserve a big thank-you, especially for kindly allowing passengers to travel free of charge,
which was a much appreciated
gesture. AW

However, this particular cloud
had a silver lining (well a green

Johannesburg 60 repaired
Some good news to
report from the Crich
Tramway Village is
that Johannesburg
60 is now back in
service after receiving repairs to minor
body damage,
which was sustained
during an aborted
attempt to transport
the car to Blackpool
by low-loader last
month.
The tram has had
two of its small, patterned upper deck
windows replaced
as well as some other external attention.

As it had also had a
touch-up paint job in
preparation for the
planned loan, the
car is now looking
magnificent once
again. However,
the lattice gates on
each end platform
have not yet been
refitted although 60
otherwise looks none
the worse for its misadventures. Its first
recorded day back
in use was September 1st. AW
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More corrections

We did say that there were quite a few corrections to be made this time round! Last
month in Issue 18 we omitted to include
captions and credits for the front and back
cover photographs, and have therefore
reproduced them as they should have appeared below. We once again apologise
for any inconvenience. JG
Front cover: Newly-reinstated Leeds Tower
Wagon 2 leeds a procession of Crich’s
works cars along the Museum street, past
the Red Lion Pub, on Enthusiasts’ Day 2010 30th May 2010. Jack Gordon
Back cover: Now who wouldn’t be happy
with a fleet of these running up and down
the prom every day?! Balloon 703/Sunderland 101 pauses near to Gynn Square
during what is likely to be its one and only
outing on the tramway ever in this guise.
The date is June 7th. Scott Moore
9

p 304 is dragged back to depot by Unimog 939 after failing on its free
enthusiast’s excursion. Thankfully, despite many rumours at the time
suggesting that this incident had ruled out any further use for this tram
during 2010, it was quickly repaired and was out again on driver training
duties just a few weeks later. Andrew Waddington
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From Scotland to Sussex...

Special Feature

...the Journey of Graz 225
Andrew Waddington

2010 will undoubtably go down in the history books as one of the busiest years in history for
tramcar movements across the United Kingdom. Probably the longest move, if not the most
discussed, has been that of Graz 225, a former resident of the Summerlee Museum at Coatbridge in Scotland, to a new home at the opposite end of the country. This is the story of
how a small purple tramcar made a journey of epic proportions (by UK standards at least)
in its quest to help with one of the most exciting restoration projects involving a British tram
for some years!
Many regular readers of Tramways Monthly will be familiar with the ambitious project to restore the last surviving open-top Brighton tram, car 53 of 1937. The tram
has been taken under the wing of a group of dedicated (and probably slightly insane) enthusiasts, led by Mr Guy Hall, under the name of ‘The Tram 53 Society’.
Around 45 people have already been recruited by this new group, with the intention of bringing this long-forgotten relic back to something representing its former
glory. Initially it is intended to restore the body of the car – which has survived in reasonable order thanks to being stored undercover at a farm near Brighton for
many years – although ultimately there is a desire to have the tram restored to working condition.
Like so many tramcar restoration projects, one of the biggest challenges faced by the Tram 53 Society was sourcing suitable parts for use on their tram in order to
really bring it back to life. Although 53’s body is instantly recognisable as a tram, unfortunately it is really just a shell with no truck, and little in the way of electrical or
mechanical equipment. Clearly to stand any chance of ever turning this wreck into a working tram, a good source of parts were needed – but how could this be done? At one point
it was hoped that some spare parts might be obtained from Blackpool due to their disposal
of many trams; however, an unfortunate side effect of the sale of so many trams to groups
and individuals for preservation or further use, is that virtually no trams have been scrapped,
meaning that no parts have been available! A request was also submitted to the Tramway
Museum Society, and it is still very much hoped that they may be able to provide some suitable parts, possibly including a truck. The cry for help even reached Australia, where a new
truck to the exact design required was offered. Sounds too good to be true? Well, you’d be
right – the price tag to have one built was almost £80,000 - definitely not affordable to 53’s
small band of supporters.

p Graz 225’s poor condition is not particularly noticeable in this view of the tram taken on the 5th
July, however it’s appearance is deceptive and it needs much more work doing to it than simply
the repaint that it seems... Tommy Gallagher
t Less than two months earlier and 225 was a relatively unknown car, dumped at the end of a
track and seemingly unloved. In the background can be seen Glasgow 1017 - the tram that effectively replaced 225 and forced it out into the open. It was this photograph that spawned the
story you’re now reading. Andy Ashton
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However, an unexpected saving grace came during the summer when tram enthusiast
Andy Ashton reported on a Yahoo! Discussion group that he had visited the Summerlee
Industrial Museum whilst holidaying in Scotland. Andy may be known to some readers as
the owner of Blackpool Brush Railcoach no. 634, which he is currently restoring for display
at its new home at the transport museum in Rushden. During his visit, Andy noticed a rather
forlorn-looking single deck tram which had been deposited at the end of the line and left
exposed to the elements for a number of years. Further enquiries indicated that the tram in
question was Graz no. 225, which had been withdrawn from service at the Museum due to
its poor condition and was now considered to be surplus to requirements and potentially
available to a new home if anyone wanted it. This is where your writer enters the scene;
having seen Mr Ashton’s reference to this tram, my instant thought was simple – could it
possibly be used to provide any parts for use on Brighton 53? Following an email sent to
Andy, my next step was to contact the Summerlee Museum directly, and this soon confirmed that the tram was indeed up for grabs. The seed had been sown!

p We go inside the tram and the state of deterioration is apparent - just
look at the ceiling! This is one of the first areas that will be tackled in Sussex to make it suitable for use as a messroom.
q A closer look at the tram’s end reveals large amounts of rust to the
bodywork. Both: Tommy Gallagher

At this point it’s probably worth diverting briefly to take a brief look back at the history of
Graz 225 and how it ended up in Scotland. The tram was built in 1949 and despite its small
size, it was a very powerful vehicle as it was sometimes required to tow one or even two
trailers. The car is slightly similar in appearance to that of Berlin 3006 at Crich, and is fairly
typical of small four-wheel tramcars operated in various cities and towns all over the world.
The car was shipped to Britain in the late 1980s along with a Brussels tramcar no. 9062, for
use at the then newly-opened Summerlee Museum, an open-air attraction which aims to
bring the past back to life and tell the story of Scotland’s industrial heritage. One of its most
popular attractions right since the start has been a short tramway line, and initially this was
operated entirely by foreign cars. As funds became available, local enthusiasts have since
restored two local trams to operating condition, whilst another small single-decker was imported from Dusseldorf for use as a fully wheelchair accessible car. This left the original two
imports effectively out of work. The Brussels car suffered at the hands of vandals and was
then broken up, but car 225 survived for a little longer, its place in the running fleet finally
being taken by Glasgow 1017. 225 was duly dumped at the far end of the track due to a
shortage of depot space; the shed there only provides shelter for four trams, and is currently
occupied by the three runners plus Glasgow ‘Coronation’ 1245, which is a long-term restoration project. Needless to say the tram has deteriorated badly in the open air, with the external finish rusting badly and the roof in a particularly awful condition. Despite this the car
has remained largely intact, save for some if its ceiling panels, complete with all its control
equipment. Apparently a number of attempts to sell the tram came to nothing, including
one chap who wanted to turn it into a restaurant – the high transport costs ultimately scuppered this particular scheme. Upon contacting the Museum I was informed that 225 was
likely to be disposed of before the end of 2010, as it was now considered an eyesore and
its appearance was bad for the attraction’s image, so there was an element of urgency to
take some action with the threat of scrap looming.
After discussion with Guy Hall, it was decided to bite the bullet and try to acquire Graz 225. I
had initially hoped that Brighton 53 might be able to have 225’s truck fitted, however after
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seeing some photographs of the tram we soon realised that the truck was nothing like we
had imagined, and that it almost certainly wouldn’t be suitable. However, as 225 was still
fully intact and had been running about five years ago, it was thought that there would
be plenty of other ‘goodies’ to be salvaged from it, and the Tram 53 Society subsequently
agreed to go ahead and purchase the tram, funds permitting. Thankfully a very generous
member offered to pay for the car to be transported by road to Sussex, whilst the Summerlee Museum kindly offered to make the tram available free of charge, as they were just
happy to see it being put to good use. This was thanks in no small part to Tommy Gallagher
who was delighted to see a possible future use for the tram and did all he could to help the
negotiations go smoothly. What had seemed like a completely crazy idea was beginning
to look more achievable by the day.
The main outstanding task was to arrange to get the tram all the way from Coatbridge to
near Brighton, and the obvious guys for the job were called in the form of Scott’s Heavy
Haulage. As luck would have it, Scott’s were booked for a run up to Scotland with one
of their low loaders in early July, and were happy to offer a very fair price if 225 could be
tagged onto the back of this run. Whilst this added considerable time pressure, the money saved made this more than worthwhile. Incidentally, the inward journey
was actually transporting Blackpool ‘Balloon’ 716 to Perth, meaning that one tram moved into Scotland just before the Graz car left! After further negotiating, it
was agreed that Scott’s would collect 225 from Summerlee early on the morning of Monday 5th July. Prior to the big day, some of the staff from Summerlee kindly
took the trouble to remove some bits from the tram for its journey, such as the resistance box mounted on its roof. There was some concern regarding a very low
bridge on the way out of the Museum site, but the chaps from Scott’s went to visit 225 whilst on another assignment in the area and returned declaring that this
wouldn’t be a problem. Thank goodness it wasn’t a double decker is all I can say! The final job was for written confirmation to be sent out, confirming that the car
was now the property of the Tram 53 Society. All of this was arranged with very short notice and in spite of our friend Mr Gallagher being on holiday at a time when
arrangements to move the tram were at a key stage.
The great day arrived, and 225 was loaded efficiently by the professionals whilst Summerlee
staff looked on waiting to provide assistance if required. The tram was first transported to
the hauliers’ base in Derbyshire, before moving on to its new home in the countryside on
the second leg of its lengthy journey. For most trams this would have been the longest trek
of their lives, but having previously travelled from Austria to Scotland, this was no big deal to
no. 225! Finally, the car arrived and was unloaded little over two days after it set off. I’ll now
allow Guy Hall, the President of the Tram 53 Society, to detail the events of this very exciting
day...
p We have lift-off! The date is 5th July and Graz 225 begins the process of being loaded onto the
back of a lorry ready for its epic trip from one end of the country to the other. In the background
can be seen the forklift truck used to help load the car onto the loader - perhaps we should be
doing a pictorial on the ‘helper vehicles’ for all of this year’s tram movements?!
u And off it goes - Graz 225 leaves its home for over twenty years headed for pastures new. The
small size of the tram is apparent in this view, being completely dwarfed by the tractor unit that
is hauling it! This, as ever, was provided by the brilliant team at Scott’s Heavy Haulage.. Both:
Tommy Gallagher
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‘I arrived on site, on Wednesday the 7th of July, to find Malcolm Chambers already there. It
was a dusty hot day, the time about 11am. Within a few minutes I received a call from the
lorry driver, who then promptly emerged in sight. I met the driver at the gate which leads to
the barns, and after a quick survey, he slowly swung the 70ft lorry round. After some adjustment, the lorry swung into the site, followed by John Zeberdee, another of our members.
After parking the lorry, we showed the driver where we wanted the tram, and he got it pretty close. Bear in mind that the lorry pulls away from the trailer, so the tram is unloaded from
the front of the trailer. This means that there must be enough room for the lorry to pull away
at the front. This was managed, and then came the actual unloading. Rails were placed at
the front of the vehicle, these were then packed with wood, and the tram was pulled slowly
on them by a farm tractor. The Graz tram then started on her own, and the driver’s mate
quickly applied the handbrake! His face was worth millions! The tram was pulled close to
her resting spot by the very useful tractor.’
After arriving, it was subsequently found that 225 would have to be moved slightly as the
low loader had been too large to be manoeuvred into the exact position where it needed
to go. Farmland is clearly less than ideal for unloading a full-size electric tram! Attempts to move the tram by jacking it failed, and with an urgency to move the
car – which was blocking access to the farmer’s hay barn at a crucial time of year – it was decided to move the car using another vehicle which was hired in at a
cost of £200 for a day.
Since then it has been decided to carry out some minor work on 225 in order to try and prevent it from deteriorating any further, and some exterior painting is
required in order to help protect it from the elements. It is hoped that, as well as providing a source of useful electrical and mechanical fittings, the tram may be
used as a club house and mess room, which will doubtless prove invaluable once a serious
start is made on restoring the Brighton car. To do this it will probably need more work as it
currently leaks like a sieve, but this is all achievable and the guys down at Brighton seem
to be very optimistic about its usefulness to them in the future as their plans progress. Whilst
right now Graz 225 could be viewed as being more of a liability than anything, the tram will
surely more than pay for itself in due course, and this seems far more fitting for this well-travelled little tram than a cruel end at Summerlee involving being smashed up and dumped in
a skip. Who knows, there may even be some hope of the body being used elsewhere once
its role at Brighton is over, but at least the tram has been able to continue that great British
tradition of overseas trams contributing crucial parts towards the preservation of Britain’s
own transport heritage.
p Little over two days later and the tram is arriving at its new home, no worse for wear after its
adventures. However, they were not concluded yet as the tram was still to be unloaded and
moved into the correct location on site...
t Honestly, this isn’t the normal approach that the Brighton 53 Group take to work! It seems that
the chap in the blue overalls is being left to do all the work whilst the welcoming party stand
around watching - at least there’s no hands in pockets! The ramp was soon built and the tram
became over eager to meet its new stablemate, by attempting to unload itself from the loader!
Both: Guy Hall
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Thanks are due to all who helped make the Graz 225 project happen, including the expert
team from Scott’s Heavy Haulage who did a superb job, Andy Ashton for alerting us to
the situation with 225 in the first place, my father Tony Waddington for helping to make the
transport arrangements, and everyone at Summerlee who got involved, especially Tommy
Gallagher for whom nothing was too much trouble, and who went to great lengths to keep
us informed and assist with the transfer of the tram to its new home. Thanks also to the guys
who supported what may have looked like a crazy decision, with their time, money, or both.
Without these people such a big job could never have been achieved, and it just goes to
show what like-minded people can actually do! With this kind of attitude, the challenge of
restoring 53 looks all the more realistic – so watch this space for further updates on its progress!

u While the tram isn’t the main restoration project for the Tram 53 Group, it is intended to stabilise
its condition and use it as a mess area for the working parties on Brighton 53. This shot shows just
how badly corroded parts of the body have become, making it essential for work to be carried out on the car. This work will take place alongside the restoration of Brighton 53 as time and
money permits. Talking of which, what’s that in the background... Guy Hall

Tramcar Sponsorship Organisation

The Tramcar Sponsorship Organisation was founded in 1961 to support the efforts of the
then-ﬂedgling National Tramway Museum, at a time when many trams were being disposed
of by their original operators and on the brink of being lost forever...
Since then, the TSO has supported over 15 different tramcars - all based at Crich - be they
overhaul costs, transport costs or in most cases the costs of entire restorations from shells
back to working order.
To ﬁnd out more about the
organisation’s work, or to donate
or become a member, visit their
brand new website at
http://tramcarsponsorship.org.
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Summerlee Museum - May 2010

Pictorial
Andy Ashton

A British museum that rarely features in the enthusiast press despite having a charming working tramway, is the Summerlee Industrial Museum at Coatbridge in Scotland.
Located fairly close to Glasgow, the museum is effectively Scotland’s answer to Beamish and features a wide range of exhibits which aim to show how life in Scotland was
many years ago, and perhaps surprisingly there is no admission charge - although a small charge is understandably made for the tram rides. Of most interest to us are the
small fleet of trams which run along a short demonstration line, connecting the museum entrance with its main area. As we have noted already, the tramway was inaugurated by foreign vehicles (including the Graz car featured in our cover story), but the emphasis has gradually been switched to more local cars.

qt The most recently restored tram at Summerlee is this ‘wee beauty’! Glasgow 1017 actually began life with Paisley District Tramways, but was later inherited by Glasgow
Corporation and had its open top deck removed, leaving it to be used by the tram driving school as a dedicated training vehicle in its later life. The car has now been
beautifully restored in its later guise, but with inward-facing wooden bench seats for passenger-carrying duties. It is the only operational Glasgow single-deck tram in existence today, although two others are on static display at the excellent Glasgow Museum of Transport nearby.
q & qu Arguably the star of the Summerlee tram fleet is Lanarkshire 53 of 1909, a typical Edwardian open-top car constructed by the United Electric company. This was the
first British tram to operate there following an extensive restoration, and despite the rather harsh reputation of the Scottish climate it is a very popular car with visitors. The next
major restoration project is likely to be Glasgow ‘Coronation’ car 1245, although work on it has yet to commence as funding for this huge job is not available at present.
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Blackpool Trams: Where Are They Now? - Part Five:
“The Ones That Got Away”

Andrew Waddington

In past issues of Tramways Monthly, we have profiled the many Blackpool trams that have found new homes after being preserved by various organisations, both
in the UK and overseas. However, a number of trams have also been sold on for other reasons – either to provide parts for other vehicles, or to be used more imaginatively for alternative purposes. There have also been a few cars that initially escaped the clutches of the scrapman, only to succumb later on due to changing
circumstances. This article aims to fill a few holes in the story of Blackpool’s preserved trams, by featuring some of the vehicles that fit into the above categories.
OMO 10
10 was the first OMO car to be painted red & white from new. This style replaced the earlier
‘plum & custard’ livery which had been used to distinguish the OMOs from crew trams, but
did not weather particularly well. It was also the first of the class to have Metalastik suspension; hence it earned the dubious nickname ‘Bouncing Bessie’! The tram entered service as
an OMO car in April 1975, having last ran as Railcoach 614 two years earlier.
Another unique claim to fame is that 10 was the only OMO car to ever carry an all-over advertisement. It was repainted for Bispham & Cleveleys Kitchens Family Restaurants in 1985,
and still retained this livery when it was finally withdrawn from service. The threat of withdrawal hung over the car for some time before it finally bit the dust, not least when Centenary 644 took over its advert in summer 1992, but 10 soldiered on until November, effectively
giving its advertisers two trams for the price of one!

p OMO 10 shows off its famous ‘Bispham & Cleveleys Kitchens’ advert
which helped to prolong its service life in Blackpool. Indeed, this livery is
not too dissimilar from the original OMO livery - see car 8 on page 6 to
compare the two! Alan Robson

After being sold, car 10 left Blackpool on 3rd June 1996 for a new home at the Wokefield
Park Executive Training Centre in Mortimer. Before leaving, its bogies were removed, as
only the body had been sold. It was later painted in the attractive Reading buses livery
of cream with maroon and aquamarine stripes! The smart-looking tram then formed the
centrepiece of a modern conference centre, with a ramp being built alongside it to give
improved access to the interior. Although this was not open to the public, it was nice to
know that the tram had been saved and was well cared for.

Sadly, this situation didn’t last for very long. A decision was made to revamp the conference centre, and there was no place for a full-sized tramcar. As the centre
had been built around it, it was impossible to get car 10 out in one piece, and so it was broken up on site late in 2005. However, the cloud did have a silver lining,
as this coincided with the LTT’s own OMO car 8 receiving a cosmetic restoration in Blackpool Transport’s workshops. As the tram did not have any saloon windows,
the glazing from 10 was salvaged and fitted to 8, and a few other fittings were also retrieved for use in its sister. So, whilst 10 may not have survived for very long in
its new home, at least it did make a valuable contribution towards the preservation of another of this often overlooked class of car.
Standard 158
This was one of two Marton ‘Standard’ cars which were decorated with external illuminations for use on tours of the illuminations, which helped to extend its operating life in Blackpool. The car ran in this form between 1959 and 1966.
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Whilst one of the pair was preserved at East Anglia – namely 159, which still runs minus illuminations today – 158 was acquired by the Tramway Museum Society and
became the third Standard to travel to Crich in May 1967. With two other Standards, 40 & 49, already in the TMS collection there was no need for a third; instead
158’s role was to provide parts for use on other trams, and after being stored on-site for a while it was eventually scrapped in 1978. However, visitors to Crich may
well see one very visible part of the tram even to this day, as its bogies were kept as a ‘float’ set. Trams receiving workshop attention are often placed on these
so that they can be shunted around, so you may well spot a tram perched on some Preston McGuire Standard car bogies next time you’re at Crich. If you do,
chances are that they are the set which came from 158!
Brush Railcoach 622
This apparently unremarkable tramcar is probably best known for being the first of all the
Brush cars (and only the second tram in the entire Blackpool fleet, after car 707) to carry an
all-over advertising livery. The design in question was a stunning blue and yellow design for
Blackpool Zoo which is well-remember even to this day for its ‘tigerriffic’ slogans and tiger
stripes; indeed it is commonly regarded as one of the best advert liveries ever painted on
a tram. After a period in green & cream during the 1980s, 622 became an advert car once
again in 1991, and ended its service days advertising the ill-fated Pontins holiday camp,
located just south of Starr Gate. Ironically the colours used for this advert were very similar
to its original Zoo advert!
622 should really have been retired after the 2004 illuminations, but it remained in service for
another year after having its then current advert for GlynnGary, a Cheshire-based window
company, renewed. The tram actually carried on in service until November 2009 and was
even in use on the final day of the 2009 operating season. By this time 622 had become
quite popular with enthusiasts as it was the last Brush car in service with traditional features
such as swing-over seating, although it had clearly seen better days that was all part of its
charm!
The LTT’s business division, Totally Transport CIC, purchased 622 earlier this year and it then
donated its bogies to sister car 632, helping it to return to use quickly and at minimal cost.
This tram has subsequently donated various useful fittings to other trams, and has recently
been transferred to the LTT storage premises to create space for the various visiting trams
coming to Blackpool for the tramway’s big 125th anniversary celebrations. It remains to be
seen what will happen to the tram, as although its current purpose seems to be that of a
donor car, restoration to running order is not something that has been ruled out as yet.

p An evening view of car 622 from 2008 on the centre track at Tower,
which was removed last winter. Despite being the fourth ‘Pontins’ advert
tram, it was the only single-decker ever to promote the holiday camp.
Tony Waddington
q It may not look quite as good (or as authentic!) as car 623, now
preserved in Manchester, but here is an earlier attempt at a wartime
repaint on a Brush car. This classic scene from 1991 features 636 at Pleasure Beach along with sister car 630, pre-refurbishment. Alan Robson

Brush Railcoach 636
This is an example of a tram that has been saved following withdrawal from service, but
hardly qualifies as preserved in the traditional sense. 636 had been a popular car for many
years, largely due to its status as the last of its type to retain roof windows; unfortunately
these were panelled over during its last workshop visit in October 2003. The tram was then
painted in the dark green version of Metro Coastlines fleet livery – the only Brush car so
treated. Sadly, it was a victim of the mass fleet cull after less than a year in service, and was
subsequently used for experimental purposes to test a new bogie as well as a number of
other new technological advances. This came as a shock to some enthusiasts as the car
had previously been nominated for retention as one of Blackpool’s future heritage tram
http://www.tramways-monthly.com
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fleet; however, it now seems that Blackpool Transport have no plans to keep any Brush cars
once the tramway upgrade is complete.
636 spent quite some time being worked on in Derby before returning home in January last
year, and it was then tested between Pleasure Beach and Starr Gate, with that section of
line closed to service trams, effectively giving 636 its own private tramway! Once the evaluation period had been completed, 636 returned to store and was moved back to Derby
a few months later after being sold to the Stored Energy Technology company, who are
believed to be carrying out further tests using an experimental motor fitted to the tram.

p Despite losing its unique roof windows 636 remained popular in its
final season of passenger use thanks to this wonderful version of Metro
Coastlines livery style which it received late in 2003. Alan Robson
q A typical 1990s scene of a normal fleet liveried Twin car, 677+687,
which is now nothing but a memory. The duo are seen leaving Pleasure
Beach whilst working specials on a busy autumn day. Tony Waddington
qu The half of Set 7 which still survives to this day - 687 takes the limelight as it waits out time on Bold Street Fleetwood before loading up for
its next run into Blackpool. Alan Robson

Twin Set 677+687
This set, along with 676+686, missed out on the programme of mini-overhauls which the Twin
sets received in 2003-4, and was consequently mothballed after the 2004 illuminations. Its
last workshop attention came during winter 1991/2, when it was painted in the very smart
1990s style of single deck fleet livery, complete with a green roof and skirt, with the rest of
the body painted cream. Prior to this, it had been the only Twin set to run in service in the
old half green/half cream livery after being fitted with a pantograph, and it duly became
the last of the type to run in this livery.

We now fast forward to 2007, when the Western Train loco, 733, was stripped for rebuilding.
It was found that the passenger saloon had suffered badly from water ingress, and was
therefore completely rotten and beyond saving. As 733 had started life as an English Electric Railcoach and the project needed to be as authentic as possible to qualify for Heritage
Lottery funding, 677 was chosen to donate one saloon to the ‘new’ Western Train. A bizarre
operation saw the chosen saloon and the original boiler of 733 transferred onto a brand
new underframe, and the rest of 677 was broken up. Although it was a sad end for the
tram, at least it was put to good use – and of course it is still possible to ride in one half of 677 in a fashion, as that is basically what the passenger area of the ‘new’
Western Train is!
687 was duly left at the back of the tram depot after being orphaned, and was last seen by your writer looking very sorry for itself last September, minus at least
one of its roof window glasses. At least one attempt to acquire 687 had already fallen through; however in 2010 it was purchased by the Lancastrian Transport
Trust, who are believed to have plans to use it as a source of spare parts to assist with the restoration of other trams.
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Trailers 689 & 690
The Progress Twin car programme in the late fifties and early sixties saw ten English Electric Railcoaches rebuilt, and ten brand new lightweight trailers constructed
for Blackpool by Metro-Cammell. Whilst the first seven sets were permanently coupled in later years, the other three never were. The Towing cars reverted to their
original role as ordinary single deckers, and numbered 678, 679 & 680 they all stayed in regular service until withdrawals commenced in 2004. The fate of their trailers is not so well known as they had all been withdrawn by the end of 1972, and sadly none of this trio survives today. 688 was the first to bite the dust, being broken
up at Blackpool in 1982, but the others had already been sold on to GEC Traction by then. Both trams were housed at Kearsley for a while, where they used to test
new technology including driverless controls!
Once this bizarre role had ended, both 689 & 690 ended up being stored at Trafford Park in Manchester; a site that will no doubt be familiar to many readers as this
is close to the current home of two other Blackpool trams, Brush car 623 & Balloon 702, both of which face a bright future with the Manchester Transport Museum
Society. Later they were acquired by the West Yorkshire Transport Museum and put into store, but a change of heart from the museum led to both being scrapped
just four years later. This is thankfully a quite unusual case of trams being saved for a museum, only to be broken up soon afterwards. Incidentally the same museum
later disposed of several other vehicles, including the Blackpool Coronation car 663 which eventually ended up being acquired by the Lancastrian Transport Trust.
The museum itself re-located to a new open-air museum site near Bradford as part of a multi-million pound development known as ‘Transperience’, but the new
attraction failed to make enough money and closed its doors after just a few years. Perhaps the lost trailers had the last laugh from beyond the grave!?
Balloon 716
One of the most recent departures from Blackpool is this double-deck Balloon car. 716 was a pretty ordinary tram for most of its life, being one of very few cars in
the modern day Blackpool fleet which had never carried any livery other than green & cream. Indeed, one small claim to fame it has, is that it was the last Balloon
car left in the 1990s style fleet livery. The tram last saw regular service way back in 2002; although it is believed to have seen some use in 2003, this was a very poor
year for these trams due to a temporary ban on double-deckers running to Fleetwood as a result of severely worn track. The car was withdrawn some time during 2003 with a corroded underframe, and never operated in Blackpool again. It was soon dumped on pit 14 in the tram shed, AKA the ‘dead pit’, and was later
used as a store, housing various components. These were probably worth more than the actual tram – so much so, that the doors were padlocked! 716 was heavily
stripped over the years, losing much of its glazing, and also donated some fittings to sister car 717 which had been withdrawn in 2003 with similar defects, but was
lucky as it was restored to service in near-original condition by 2008.
The forlorn remains of 716 were at one time expected to move to Farmer Parr’s Animal World at Broadwater for use as a static ‘play tram’ for children, but a
change of plan saw the car sold on to Ptarmigan Transport Solutions instead. It left home on 2nd July, arriving in Scotland two days later, although there is currently
some uncertainty regarding its intended future use.
The ‘Blackpool Belle’ 731
This tram, based on a Mississippi paddle-steamer, was the first illuminated tram to be built in Blackpool for carrying passengers (earlier feature cars had been purely
decorative but were later modified to carry passengers). It was constructed in 1959 on the frame of ‘Toastrack’ tram 163. Its tall appearance was misleading as it
was a single-decker with a false upper deck. Other distinctive features included the large illuminated paddle wheels, with clever lighting effects used to give the
impression that the wheels were turning, and a tall trolley mast disguised as a funnel. Only in Blackpool! Passengers sat on outward-facing benches with hardly any
protection from the elements, but in later years Perspex panels were used to enclose the tram.
The Belle fell out of favour due to its feeble 32 seats and the fact that it was the last tram in the fleet without air brakes, and when it became due for re-wiring it was
decided to withdraw the car after the 1978 illuminations. It officially bowed out with a couple of enthusiasts tours in 1982. No British museums seemed too interested in the car (shame on them!), so it was shipped to the Oregon Railway Museum in America in 1982. Legend has it that when it arrived in the US, it may have
collapsed – does anyone know for sure!? Later it ended up operating with the Willamette Shore Trolley line, but more recently the mock upper deck fittings were
removed and the tram was fitted with a mobile generator.
What happened to 731 after that? Well, again, information on its fate is rather sparse. However, it is believed that the body was removed from the underframe
http://www.tramways-monthly.com
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Regular Feature
which was subsequently re-used for the testing of experimental equipment. Whether much,
if any, of the tram still survives we are not sure, and any information from readers who may
know more about this tram are encouraged to write to us. However, I for one feel that this
was a very disappointing situation for such a unique and beautiful tram – thank goodness
the attitudes towards Blackpool’s famous illuminated trams has improved in more recent
times, with the Rocket and Hovertram being preserved, whilst the Western Train has been
restored for further use on the Blackpool tramway.
In addition to the trams described above, a number of other vehicles have made the
ultimate sacrifice and become donor cars over the years, providing parts to other luckier
trams, leaving them only fit for scrap. Whilst this may be seen as a bad thing, it is important
to realise that this is a good way to help get more trams restored without the enormous costs
of manufacturing new parts specially, which most (if not all) preservation groups simply cannot afford. Frankly, if no trams were disposed of in this way, then we would probably have
far fewer finely restored vintage cars in museums across the country. Certainly cars from
overseas – particularly Portugal – have often been used to provide trucks and other parts
to the many unrestored tram bodies that have been returned to their former glory. In many
cases these tramcar classes were already well represented in international museum collections, and there is really no difference between them and the Blackpool trams, particularly
those such as Standards and Balloons, where there are still a good number of preserved
examples for us to enjoy. Indeed, many unique trams as Stockport 5, Sunderland 16 and
Manchester 173 to name just three may not even have survived into preservation had we
not lost other vehicles for the greater good. It is probably well worth sacrificing a few Blackpool trams to help get more historically significant cars back on the road again.
We have already mentioned a couple of such trams, but it is appropriate to acknowledge
one of the most recent examples. Last year Balloon car 722 earned the dubious honour of
being only the second of its kind to be scrapped, and the tram’s controllers and a few other
bit were subsequently fitted to Standard 143. Although the decision to break up 722 was
not a popular one, the tram has at least played its part in helping the UK tram preservation
movement, and this cycle will probably continue in years to come.

The Great Blackpool Tram Poll
Over 20 classes and 125 years of history...
What is Blackpool’s greatest ever tram type?
There can be just one winner!
http://blackpooltramway125.co.uk/thegreat-blackpool-tram-poll/

Vote NOW!
http://www.tramways-monthly.com

p 722 looking very old-fashioned, with a trolley arch, basic side panel
advertisement poster and the rather drab 1970s livery, is pictured at
Starr Gate in 1981. Alan Robson
Celebrating 125 years of
Blackpool’s trams
1885 - 2010

20

pp What a beauty this is! The stunning ‘Blackpool Belle’ shown leaving
depot for an evening of illumination tour duty. The loss of this tram to
America, and possibly altogether, is surely one of the biggest disgraces
in Blackpool’s generally rich history of tramcar preservation. Alan Robson
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The Great Blackpool Tram Poll
Over 20 classes and 125 years of history...
What is Blackpool’s greatest ever tram type?
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Pictorial

Amsterdam ‘Union’ Car 72’s Restoration (Sort of!)

Wim Beukenkamp

t Back in 1985 the Dutch equivalent of England’s Tramway Museum Society, the Tramweg Stichting rescued the saloon of Amsterdam ‘Union’ car no. 72, built by Raab in 1903. The first photograph on the left shows the tram being guided out of the shed it had lived in for twenty years by
the author.

tq Come 2006 and the tram had been completed, with the tram changing identity to HTM 2,
following a large sponsorship to the project by that company. We see the tram operating in The
Hague near the Houses of Parliament in the same year.

q Back in its original identify as Amsterdag GTr 72, the tram operated like this for members of the
Dutch Tramway Society in The Hague.

qu Finally, we see car 72 alongside another Amsterdam veteran, number 307 - a Werkspoor car
dating from 1910. They are situated in the Central Works of HTM within The Hague, during 2009.

http://www.tramways-monthly.com
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Postal Car
A new area to the magazine this month, Postal Car is the place where we publish your letters, comments and anything else that
doesn’t really go anywhere in particular! Two differing items are featured this month; one a letter and correction from one of our
readers, and the other a request for help from a different reader. If you want to pop something in the box for next time’s Postal Car,
please email it to postalcar@tramways-monthly.com!

Can you help?

Dear Tramways Monthly,
I am attaching
the photograph of my
distant relative. Originally my Mother was
of the opinion that the
uniform was military of
some kind. However,
we sent it to be identified and told
it was not. Next I sent it to the British
Railways, no luck so then turned to
the USA railways but they also advised
they didn’t recognise it BUT did suggest I go back to the UK and see if it
could be a Tramway Uniform!
Having a close look it appears to have
on the cap SAR and on the collar on
one side 770 the other side could be
‘driver’ plus an “A” on the jacket.
The actual photograph is small
so looking through a magnifying glass
doesn’t help get any clear idea what
was on the other side of the collar.
We are not sure of the exact
date of the photo as the family lived
in the Islington, London area at the
turn of the 20th century and we are
not sure if it was before or after WW1
as all contact was lost when my great
- grandmother moved to Australia in
1913.
Any sort of information will be
greatly appreciated, if it is tramway
related would there be records of this
person, we think the photo is Albert
Strong or his brother Charles Strong?
I labelled the photo as Albert
http://www.tramways-monthly.com

Some Hull corrections

Strong we are not sure as he also had
3 other brothers, Albert, Charles and
John. It could have been any one of
them as they all were very similar in
looks and age, from my understanding. The back of the photo only had
the usual “my brother” written on it!
As my great grandmother left
England about 1913 the photo could
be from either side of it even up to
1920’s?
Did you notice the ‘A’ on the
jacket?
The family name was STRONG
and they lived in London. I read
somewhere that people usually
worked close to where they lived?
On the 1901 Census the family
is living in Tewkesbury Rd. Tottenham
but who knows if they moved after
that. Would there have been a Tramway in that area?
Several people suggested SAR
could be South African Railway but I
was advised be sure there was nothing
in UK first before looking there. Also,
no family stories of anyone going to
South Africa.
Tina Nolan, Australia, via email

Dear Tramways Monthly,
Nice to see a Hull tram get a
look in! though I do have to correct
you on a couple of minor points...
Most importantly there is a
fourth Hull Tram from the 1902 (102-10)
or 1903 (111-16) Milnes batches (sort
of) surviving as a holiday home at
Skipsea on the Yorkshire coast among
a line of assorted old caravans and a
couple of old railway coaches, where
it is believed to have been since the
1930s. A couple of photos are attached and have more if you are
interested...
I haven’t seen the body at
Clay Cross for myself, but from description by those who have seen it, best
guess is that it is one of the 1900 Brush
batch 31-60...
Not all of the modifications to
132 were done at the same time - I
believe the upholstered seating (at
least downstairs) was earlier, maybe
even from new - downstairs seating is
certainly the 2+1 transverse arrangement in a 1911 photo of 127; while
the truck change was sometime after
the bodywork improvements c1933/4
(truck ex Dearne District Light Railway).
As for 132 ever running again...
well June 2015 would be the 70th anniversary of Hull Tramways closing so
there’s the date to aim for and the
silly ideas department could suggest
reuniting 96 and 132 for the occasion...
Paul Derrick, via email

Do you have any ideas as to what this
Uniform could be, or where the writer
can find out more information? Please
get in touch with the editor at editor@
tramways-monthly.com and he will
pass on all messages to Tina. JG
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Thanks for your email Paul; always
nice to receive corrections as it does
mean that people are clearly reading the magazine! Thanks for bringing
the Skipsea tram to our attention, we
weren’t aware of it prior to this. I must
say it does look precariously close to
the edge - does anyone know if there
are plans to move it?
Thanks also for clarifying the other Hull
points - and I fully agree about doing
something for the 70th Anniversary... if
only! JG
Issue 19 - September 2010

Horse Cars in the News

Pictorial

Crich Edwardian Weekend
Beamish Great North Steam Fair

Ralf Edge & Tony Waddington

Whilst most people have been focussing on the 125th anniversary of Britain’s first electric street tram system in Blackpool, another equally significant occasion has
gone by relatively unnoticed by comparison – the 150th anniversary of the first horse-drawn tramway in Europe, which opened at Birkenhead in 1860. Although a
few events have taken place to commemorate this occasion, such as the unveiling of a Transport Trust ‘red wheel’ plaque near to the original tram terminus, not
much has happened for the casual observer to pick up on.

However, during the summer of 2010 a couple of events did take place involving what are probably the two best-known preserved horse trams around today: Sheffield 15 and Manchester L53. The former had an extra day out at Crich Tramway Village on May 31st for the attraction’s ‘150 Not Out!’ event as featured briefly in our
last issue, and perhaps more excitingly it also featured alongside fellow horse tram Chesterfield 8 at a photo shoot during their annual Edwardian weekend in July.
A few months later, Manchester L53 paid its second working holiday up north at the Beamish Open Air Museum where it operated on four consecutive days for the
Great North Steam Fair. Both of these events are featured in this special pictorial.
qt Sheffield 15 passes a vintage Leyland bus, owned and superbly restored by Mike Sutcliffe, during the event to commemorate 150 years of British trams on Spring Bank
Holiday Monday, 31st May. Ralf Edge
qu The unique Eades reversible tramcar L53 waits to depart having just been turned around by horsepower (with a little human assistance) near the Masonic Hall at
Beamish on 3rd September. Tony Waddington

http://www.tramways-monthly.com

24

Issue 19 - September 2010

Pictorial
u Crich Tramway Village’s annual Edwardian themed weekend was
held on 10th & 11th July, and as usual featured a whole host of activities, such as acted scenarios featuring re-enactors in appropriate
costume, live musical entertainment and of course the horse tram rides.
The morning of Sunday 11th also boasted a special photo shoot which
took place in the street before the museum had actually opened, giving photographers a chance to capture some authentic scenes with
vehicles and re-enactors, without any traces of modern life – something
which simply cannot happen when this popular attraction is open to
the general paying public. As well as the regular horse tram, Chesterfield 8 was also brought out from its usual home in the Exhibition Hall and
was posed behind a real life horse for added effect, in contrast to the
dummy horse which normally ‘hauls’ this tram! This car has not carried
passengers since 1993 and so this was a very rare main line appearance
for it. Ralf Edge
q & uq One of the highlights of this photo session was the rare opportunity to photograph both restored Chesterfield tramcars 7 & 8 side by
side in the main street at Crich, with people in period dress completing
the scene. Although this has been done before, it has been a great
many years since this pair were last posed together making this an extremely rare shot for all of those who were present. Ralf Edge

http://www.tramways-monthly.com
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Pictorial
u Another scene which has not been witnessed at Crich – or indeed, at
any British museum – for a considerable amount of time, is that of two
horse-drawn tramcars posed together. Although the 2009 Enthusiast’s
Tram Event featured a line-up of no less than four horse cars, no horses
were attached, whereas this time two magnificent creatures were present to create a truly wonderful period scene. It is thought to be around
twenty years since 8 & 15 last operated together under horse power
at Crich, so for many people this was almost certainly a one-off experience! Ralf Edge
q & uq Once the photo charter had drawn to a close and the Museum opened to normal visitors, the Sheffield horse car entered service as
normal, running along the Tramway Street between Town End and the
depot crossover and proving to be as popular as ever. Here we see two
shots of the tram – first approaching the terminus, and then preparing to
reverse, with Major the horse having already changed ends. Ralf Edge

http://www.tramways-monthly.com
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Pictorial
We now turn our attentions to Beamish, and the hugely popular ‘Great
North Steam Fair’ which was held between 2nd & 5th September 2010
and attracted around 12,000 visitors across the four days! As the name
suggests, this event primarily focuses on all things steam and boasted
many steam machines in action, including narrow-gauge engines being
demonstrated in the colliery village, road rollers working around the site
and full-size railed locomotives operating too. However, Beamish being
Beamish, there was much more to enjoy and as an extra attraction,
the Museum arranged for the Manchester Transport Museum Society
to bring their reversible horse tramcar L53 to be operated in the town
on all for days, following on from the success of its previous appearance there for last year’s ‘Power From The Past’ event. The tram was
used to give short rides in the main Town area and stuck to one side,
with all electric trams running around the site in the same direction so as
to give L53 complete right of way of the other side of the road. It had
been hoped to run a horse bus alongside the tram, but with insufficient
horses available this sadly did not prove to be possible. However, the
tram once again attracted considerable attention from visitors and also
acted as a fantastic ambassador for the MTMS and their preserved line
at Heaton Park.
This selection of images – all taken on Friday 3rd September – show
L53 running at Beamish, mingling with the other trams in the superb
Edwardian street setting. L53 arrived at Beamish from its current temporary home at the Bury Transport Museum on Tuesday 31st August and
returned on 6th September to continue its loan period there. All: Tony
Waddington

http://www.tramways-monthly.com
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Events Diary
29th October 2010
Beamish Museum

Halloween: Beware of
the ghosts and ghouls
in the award-winning
Town! Enjoy all the atmosphere of Halloween
in this wonderful setting
and sample the Halloween fare on offer in the
Dainty Dinah Tea Room.

Birkenhead Tramway

Merseyside Model
Railway Society Annual
Exhibition: Taking place
in the Pacific Road Arts
and Exhibition Centre a
heritage tram service will
be operating throughout
the day.

30th October 2010
Beamish Museum

Halloween: Beware of
the ghosts and ghouls
in the award-winning
Town! Enjoy all the atmosphere of Halloween
in this wonderful setting
and sample the Halloween fare on offer in the
Dainty Dinah Tea Room.

Birkenhead Tramway

Merseyside Model
Railway Society Annual
Exhibition: Taking place
in the Pacific Road Arts
and Exhibition Centre a
heritage tram service will
be operating throughout
the day.

Crich Tramway Village

Starlight Halloween: A
Halloween spectacular
with illuminations, witches, ghosts and trams in
the dark. Spooky!

Seaton Tramway

Ride the Halloween Tram
of Terror... If You Dare!:
From Seaton to Colyford
and back with lots of
thrills and spills along the
way. Halloween surprises
for all Children in Fancy
Dress, horrible Halloween games at Colyton,
Revolting refreshments at
Tramstop Restaurant, entertainment. Advanced
booking essential.

31st October 2010

Back Cover Caption

Well, you didn’t have to gift-wrap it! Liverpool
762 was undoubtedly one of the most popular
attractions of the Blackpool tramway’s 125th
anniversary events, and is set to feature in Issue 20 of Tramways Monthly. For now though,
here is an exclusive shot of the tram at its usual
home at Birkenhead from September 7th.
Here, the car has been coupled up to Hong
Kong 70 and shunted onto the siding near the
Old Colonial end of the line, ready for loading
onto a vehicle provided by Scott’s Heavy Haulage. Mike Mercer
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Birkenhead Tramway

Merseyside Model
Railway Society Annual
Exhibition: Taking place
in the Pacific Road Arts
and Exhibition Centre a
heritage tram service will
be operating throughout
the day.

Lancastrian Transport Trust

Depot Open Day:
Have a look behindthe-scenes at the LTT’s
Brinwell Road depot
between 12 and 4. Several buses and trams on
display, as well as a free
shuttle bus to and from
Blackpool Town Hall.

5th November 2010
Seaton Tramway

Great British Favourite Bangers & Mash!: 3 local
sausages and 3 types
of mash, first local beer
included for adult and
first soft drink for child
between 1830 and 2030.
Tram departs Seaton at
1800 and Colyton 2000.
Advance booking es-

Magazine Information

sential.

6th November 2010
Seaton Tramway
Bird Watching Trip:
With Don Cotton. 0900
departure from Seaton
Terminus, durations approximately 2 hours. A
chance to view estuary birds from a tram.
Limited to 20 spaces,
so advanced booking
essential.

Blackpool Tramway

End of Season Tour: To
mark the end of the 2010
season, the LTT have arranged a debut tour for
OMO 8, which will shuttle
between Pleasure Beach
and Bispham throughout
the day with Coronation
304.

7th November 2010
Blackpool Tramway

FTS Illuminations Tour:
This year’s annual FTS
Illuminations Tour will see
unrefurbished Balloon
car 726 and - if demand
warrants it - Sheffield
Roberts car 513 take to

Advertising in Tramways Monthly
We welcome advertisements
from any industry, business or
organisation connected in some
way, shape or form with the
tramway movement. Price plans
and options can be discussed
with our advertising manager.
Please email advertising@
tramways-monthly.com for further information. Discounts can
be offered on advertising plans
covering a longer period and
advertisements do not need to

the rails between Pleasure Beach and Bispham
from 3PM onwards. This
may be the last opportunity to ride on these cars
on the tramway again.

21st November 2010
Heaton Park Tramway

Celebration of Blackpool’s Trams and Transport: Celebrating 125
years of trams in Blackpool with the tramway
open between 1000 and
1800. No less than three
visiting tramcars will be
operating during the
event, with one for just
one day only. Marton
31 will be visiting from
Beamish and Vanguard
619 and Balloon 706
‘Princess Alice’ on loan
from Blackpool Transport
Services Ltd. These will
be supplemented by
resident Blackpool works
car 752 and a number of
visiting Blackpool buses.

Seaton Tramway

Bird Watching Trip: With
Donald Campbell. 0900

appear in consecutive issues.
We also offer advertising opportunities on our website - please
contact us for more information.
Reading the magazine
Tramways Monthly would like
to advise all readers to view
the magazine using the very
latest version of Adobe Acrobat
Reader (AAR). This software is
available to be downloaded
free of charge from http://www.
adobe.com. If you are viewing
this PDF on a corporate sys-
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departure from Seaton
Terminus, durations approximately 2 hours. A
chance to view estuary birds from a tram.
Limited to 20 spaces,
so advanced booking
essential. Also Summer
Wet and Wild Events at
Seaton Marshes and
Black Hole Marsh with
the Axe Estuary Wetland
Project.

4th December 2010
Crich Tramway Village

Santa Specials: Vintage
tram rides, Santa’s grotto, fairground rides, hot
chestnuts and candyfloss. Entry for adults only
£6, entry for children free
(ticket to see Santa is £5
including a Christmas
gift). Open 1030-1830.

5th December 2010
Crich Tramway Village
Santa Specials: Vintage
tram rides, Santa’s grotto, fairground rides, hot
chestnuts and candy-

tem, you should contact your
administrator for details about
upgrading to the latest version
of Acrobat Reader. We do not
guarantee that the document
will view correctly on any other
software.
Copying, printing and distribution
The content, design and style
of this PDF file, referred to as
‘this issue of Tramways Monthly
magazine’ is protected by copyright. All photographs remain

floss. Entry for adults only
£6, entry for children free
(ticket to see Santa is £5
including a Christmas
gift). Open 1030-1830.

11th December
2010
Crich Tramway Village

Santa Specials: Vintage
tram rides, Santa’s grotto, fairground rides, hot
chestnuts and candyfloss. Entry for adults only
£6, entry for children free
(ticket to see Santa is £5
including a Christmas
gift). Open 1030-1830.

12th December
2010
Crich Tramway Village

Santa Specials: Vintage
tram rides, Santa’s grotto, fairground rides, hot
chestnuts and candyfloss. Entry for adults only
£6, entry for children free
(ticket to see Santa is £5
including a Christmas
gift). Open 1030-1830.

the copyright property of the
stated photographer. Readers
are permitted to print copies for
their own reading or to provide
to friends/colleagues. But being
a complimentary magazine,
Tramways Monthly must not be
sold by any means, printed or
electronic. All our back issues
are freely available from http://
www.tramways-monthly.com
and our PDF files may be passed
onto interested parties, at no
charge, in either a printed or
electronic format.
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All Change!

There’s just time to bring you one final page of
tramway related miscellany, as the pole is swung
and the seats are turned, before we bid farewell
to our passengers until next time!
u Some of you may have spotted that we published the wrong pho-

to of Blackpool Brush car 632 in 'Fleetwood Market' livery in our totallyTransport supplement a few months ago. The image we featured
showed the tram standing at the front of the depot in driver training
guise, whereas our caption referred to the tram 'approaching North
Pier on one of its first days out when newly painted' - oops! Anyway,
here is the correct picture, which was taken by Tony Waddington
in July 1997. The tram has of course been one of the stars of 2010
thanks to a surprise return to service in 1970s livery complete with
roof advertising boxes, thanks to a joint deal with the Lancastrian
Transport Trust and the Blackpool Tram Shop. Back then however, it
was just an ordinary single decker which only really stood out thanks
to the various adverts it carried over the years. Tony Waddington

t Although we are of course a tram magazine, we do occasion-

ally find it very hard to resist featuring other modes of transportation.
During the recent steam event at Beamish, our Assistant Editor fell
in love with one of the visiting steam locomotives which was being
demonstrated in the colliery village, and insisted on featuring it here!
This is 'The Blue Circle', a most unusual railed traction engine which
visited the Open Air Museum for its annual Great North Steam Fair. It
was operated in the colliery alongside other visiting steam engines
and the Museum's own 'Coffee Pot' which featured in these pages
earlier in the year. 'The Blue Circle' is privately owned and is believed
to be the last engine of its type in existence. Whatever your interests
may be, I'm sure that you will agree that exhibits like this are making
events at Beamish increasingly exciting, and we're already looking
forward to seeing what treats they have in store for us next year!
Tony Waddington
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Next Time...

Blackpool Tramway 125th Anniversary Special
1885 - 2010
Blackpool 125: The Tram Moves
Andrew Blood

No less than eight trams moved into Rigby Road for the 2010
Anniversary Celebrations, and we’ve got exclusive photographs
of every single one - both arriving in Blackpool and leaving
their home turf too...

We’ve got a day-by-day account of exactly what happened
throughout the 125th Anniversary Celebrations lined up for
the next edition, including exclusive photographs of just about
every tram of interest that ran throughout the week - the Depot
Open Day, the public vintage service and the procession - all
this and more will be contained in our bumper feature next
time round...

Crhis Rowe

Blackpool 125: Events Diary

Only in ‘Tra mways Monthly’ Issue 20 - Out Soon!
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