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be! Since leaving
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Welcome!

No, you’re not dreaming. This is an edition of the
magazine that has been released in a ‘reasonable’ period of time since the last one, and yes, it
is a complete edition and not something watered
down! I know, I can’t quite believe it myself. Ok,
have you got yourself together again yet?
Good. In that case, let me welcome you to a very
special edition of Tramways Monthly, one that is
dedicated to the 125th Anniversary of Blackpool’s
world famous tramway that took place between
the 23rd and 29th September.
During this week long celebration of all things
Blackpool tramway there were a number of special events and tram tours taking place, utilising
a number of visiting tramcars from museums and
organisations across the country; the Tramway
Museum Society, the Merseyside Tramway Preservation Society, the Manchester Tramway Museum
Society, the North of England Open Air Musuem at
Beamish, the Lancastrian Transport Trust, the Fylde
Tramway Society, TRAMS Magazine/Videoscene
and of course Blackpool Transport themselves all
co-operated to create an extremely memorable set
of events throughout the week - events that sadly I
was unable to attend myself.
Nonetheless, we’ve still got comprehensive coverage of the entire week long celebrations (And a bit
more besides!) thanks to my Assistant Editor Andrew
Waddington, who was in attendance at Blackpool
throughout. Now is probably also an appropriate
time to thank Andrew for his continued hard work
with the magazine, because in all honesty without
his help and support it’s likely that the magazine
would have completely fizzled out by now for a
number of reasons!
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Much of the news this month also concerns
Blackpool, and so I guess that I should probably
apologise to those without an interest in this system
because this issue is probably completely useless to
you! A few major exceptions are some of the recent
exciting updates that are coming out of the Heaton
Park Tramway in Manchester, including further tram
swaps and an extension to their line, and also news
regarding recent and future tramway events at
Birkenhead, Crich and Heaton Park. And remember: if there is something that you want covering,
or if you have news that we might not have heard
about or covered ourselves, please do let us know
and we will do our very best to fit it into an edition of
the magazine somewhere!
Moving back to the 125th celebrations in Blackpool,
I don’t think that anyone can deny that, despite the
many disappointments in the run up to the events,
they were something truly memorable, and easily
the best set of tramway events for many years - perhaps even since 1985 itself? I’ll leave that for you to
decide, as I’ve experienced very few!
However, since the events have finished, we’ve
started to see a much ‘darker’ side to both enthusiasts and tramway organisations, particularly with
regards to (percieved) failures and/or maintenance
standards of other tramway organisations. For me,
at least, I think that this is completely unacceptable and those pointing the fingers should first either
get ‘stuck in’ or have a look at what happened to
their own organisation’s tramcars - EVERY visiting
tram had a problem of some sort or another, and
many of the resident tramcars did as well. I think it
is unfair to lay any blame for apparent ‘failings’ of
the events - all of which can be put down to simply bad luck - and indeed organisations should be
commended for their ambition in the first place and
trying to make things happen right up until the very
end - they didn’t have to, it was easier for them not
to, but they did and - what’s more - they did it for
YOU.
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Traffic Notes
In an attempt to dispell some of the rumours and
myths that have occured as to why things have
gone wrong, we’ve also compiled a list of each
tram and the failures and problems they had where these are known publically - and we’ll leave
it to you to draw any further conclusions. I’ve drawn
mine however it would be unprofessional of me as
a journalist to force these upon you! Andrew has
done largely the same and, therefore, I hope that
our full 125 coverage is by-and-large wholly unbiased and gives a pretty accurate account of what
happened!
Finally, with most tramway seasons now pretty
much at a close, I just want to thank all of the tramways for a brilliant year, that has been much bigger
than I think anyone expected it to be, and hope
that most of you will agree with me. We’ve had
some snippets come through publically of plans for
2011 - and I can assure you that there’s even more
exciting stuff behind the scenes! - and it looks like
another brilliant year ahead, with plenty of surprises
along the way too.
And for the winter? Well, apart from revision for my
A Level exams in January, I’ll be braving whatever
inclement weather we get this year to yet again
head into the Crich workshop and assist with some
of the current workshop projects - there will hopefully be a few surprise comebacks next year...
Happy reading!

Jack Gordon
Jack Gordon - 20/11/10
editor@tramways-monthly.com

Front Cover Caption

BLACKPOOL! An array of photographs from across
Blackpool’s Anniversary celebrations, of both home
and visiting cars. A full caption is contained within.
Photos: Andrew Waddington Montage: Jack Gordon
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Old friends return in Blackpool
On Friday 3rd September, the Blackpool illuminations
were switched-on for another season by pop superstar
Robbie Williams, who has recently announced that
he will rejoin Take That for a new album and tour. The
switch-on ceremony once again took place in Central
Car Park, and also featured live music performances
from the likes of Alesha Dixon and Gabriella Cilmi.
Afterwards, part of the promenade road and tramway
were actually closed to traffic due to the sheer volume
of people leaving the event at once, causing major
disruption to the tram service and delaying the start of
the first illumination tours of 2010. Although the lights
came on at 9:00pm, it wasn’t until around 9:30pm that
the first tour began, with Western Train 733+734 doing
the honours.
However, for tram enthusiasts the highlight of switchon weekend was undoubtedly the return to service
of several trams which had not previously run in 2010,
and were not even listed in this year’s operating pools.
However, with a shortage of trams due to the sale and
departure of some fully serviceable trams,
and the absence of four double-deckers
which are receiving centre door
modifications, Blackpool Transport decided to re-instate
some of their withdrawn
cars in order to boost
capacity for the
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busy illuminations period.
No less than four such trams duly appeared on specials
for the first time this year on Saturday 4th September,
these being - Twin Sets 671+681 and 673+683, and Balloon cars 715 and 726. The appearance of Set 1 was
particularly noteworthy as it last carried passengers
nearly three years ago, although it had been used for
driver training during August. It was also pleasing to see
715 back on the prom, still wearing its lovely sky blue
& yellow Metro Coastlines livery. This car now belongs
to the Lancastrian Transport Trust and was expected
to be restored to green & cream this summer, but BTS
have been unable to accomodate it in their workshop
programme due to other more urgent commitments.
Nonetheless, it is most pleasing to see two unrefurbished
Balloons back in service, and hopefully there will be
quite a few chances to ride on these two over the coming weeks.
As well as the trams mentioned above, BTS have not forgotten about the vintage cars. Prior to switchon night, Bolton 66 has been out a few times
recently and Blackpool & Fleetwood ‘Box’
40 ran for the first time in 2010 on August
31st on a private hire for a birthday celebration, although it is believed to have
briefly ran on specials that day as well.
Sheffield 513 was treated to a thorough
clean and commissioned prior to the
anniversary week, and as well
as operating for some of the
events it has been a regular
on specials during October
for the first time in several
years. So, all in all, the 2010
illuminations turned out to be
a very interesting time for the
Blackpool tramway with many
surprises from the resident fleet
as well as visiting cars - and full
details of what went on will be
published in our next issue! AW
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pp The twins are back! You could be forgiven
for thinking that this was taken in 2003, but it’s
not! Sets 1 & 3 pass each other at North Pier
whilst operating specials on the 23rd October
2010. Scott Moore
p Unfortunately, 715 was not able to have its
repaint completed in time for its comeback,
however it has had its former-Metro Coastlines
Like 16 livery touched up. It is seen at Pleasure
Beach on the 17th October. Scott Moore
t Sheffield 513 has been one of the surprises of
the season, operating several times on normal
specials! It is joined by Balloon 726. Chris Rowe
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Passenger debut for Blackpool visitors
The weekend of 11th &
12th September saw the
much anticipated first
tours in Blackpool with
no less than three of
the historic trams which
have been borrowed
by Blackpool Transport
to help celebrate the
system’s 125th anniversary year. These tours
were jointly run by both
the Fylde Tramway Society and the Tramway
Museum Society, and
were intended primarily to give members of
both organisations a
first chance to sample a
ride on the various TMS
cars visiting from Crich
- however, not all went
according to plan!
The morning of Saturday 11th September
was quite wet and
miserable, however the
appearance of the tour

cars on Hopton Road
brightened up the day
somewhat and thankfully the weather did
improve later on. This
day marked the first
public tour in Blackpool
with Fleetwood ‘Rack’
2 and ‘Pantograph’ car
167 since 1998, although
both cars had been out
for crew training during
the preceding week. The
duo were accompanied by Fleetwood ‘Box’
40 - another TMS owned
car which has been on
loan to Blackpool since
1996 - and BT’s very own
Standard car 147. After
starting the tour together, the trams then split
into pairs with the two
Tramroad cars going one
way whilst 1920s built 147
and 167 went another.
As has become the usual
format for these events,
all of the trams ran

between Bispham and
Pleasure Beach.
Sadly, 167 broke down
late in the afternoon and
at one point a reported
six trams (including two
Twin sets) were stuck
behind it. The cause of
the fault was a problem
with one of the motor
bearings, seizing an axle
on the car. The tram was
duly dumped on the
centre track at Bispham
and had to wait until
late at night to be towed
back to Rigby Road
so as not to disrupt the
already heavily delayed
service trams.Unfortunately, this incident
ended up ruling the car
out of the remainder of
the celebrations, as a
slot was not available
to fit the car into BT’s
workshops to remedy the
problem.

As a result of 167’s failure, car 2 was joined by
Box 40 again the following day but the star of
the show this time was
Manchester 765, which
was itself a late substitute for Oporto 273. This
tram was also making its
passnger debut during
its current visit despite
having arrived way back
in June, and being used
several times for training purposes since then.
Thankfully this tour was
far less eventful, hopefully paving the way for
a far less problematic
programme of events
later on this month! All
who attended the tours
seemed to enjoy themselves and thanks must
go to all those involved
in organising such an
enjoyable weekend of
events. AW

Latest News

p Blackpool & Fleetwood Rack 2 leads a quartet of
tramcars on Hopton Road on the 11th September.
The tram was on it’s first passenger run of the events,
along with fellow Crich visitor Blackpool Pantograph
167 and Blackpool residents Blackpool & Fleetwood
Box 40 and Blackpool Standard 147. Scott Moore
q Seeing double?! One of the more confusing parts
of the event were reports of 762 operating - people
had no idea which! Jubilee 762 on tour and Liverpool 762 on Fleetwood service?! The two cars pass
on North Prom on the 18th September Mike Mercer

762 swaps Liverpool for Blackpool
Liverpool 762 made its debut on Blackpool promenade during the morning of Tuesday 14th September,
when it was used on driver training duties for a while.
The tram - which was on loan from the Merseyside
Tramway Preservation Society and is normally based
at Birkenhead - had been fully commissioned, ready
to make its passenger debut on a tour the following
weekend which was free to all MTPS members. The
superbly restored tram has reportedly been highly
praised by BTS staff, and as the first Liverpool tram
ever to operate at Blackpool, it proved to be the star
http://www.tramways-monthly.com

of the 125th anniversary week for many of the enthusiasts present.
762’s arrival also meant that Blackpool currently had
two trams carrying the same fleet number for a few
weeks, thanks to the presence of Jubilee car 762. In
another interesting quirk, 762’s first outing along the
promenade took place exactly 53 years to the day
after Liverpool’s last tram! This is especially appropriate as no tram from that city had operated on a
public transport system in-between, making this an
overlooked but very historic occasion. AW
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Marton 31 for Manchester!

Latest News

It has been confirmed that Marton ‘Box’ 31 is set to visit Heaton Park, Manchester
for that tramway’s upcoming Blackpool themed event (see flyer opposite) which is
taking place on Sunday 21st November.
The tram is normally based at the North of England Open Air Living Museum at
Beamish, but is currently on loan to Blackpool Transport Services following the 125th
Anniversary of Blackpool’s trams. From there, it will move to Heaton Park where
it will join ‘Princess Alice’ 706 - as well as Replica Vanguard 619 and Railgrinder
752 - for what promises to be a truly spectacular occasion, featuring the first ever
double-deck tram services on the tramway, with not one but two ‘deckers! 31 will
then remain in service at Heaton Park over winter (a rather bold move for an open
topper!) on an extended holiday before returning home next year. AW/JG

‘A Celebration of Blackpool’s Trams Blackpool Open Top Tram 706 on loan
and Transport’ takes place at Heaton
Park from 10am – 7pm. Highlights of
the day will include 4 Blackpool
trams on the tramway, including 2
open top double deckers. This is a
unique opportunity to ride on 706.
There is also a display of Blackpool
tram models, an illuminated tram and
preserved Blackpool buses visiting
and operating around the park.

All vehicles subject to availability

For further information,
ring 0161 740 1919 on
Sundays between 12-4pm

p This photograph just about sums up Marton 31 - and Blackpool in general! A fantastic sky, a busy promenade and a red, teak and cream open-top tramcar - what
more could you want? The date is the 25th of September, while the location is Pleasure
Beach loop. Marton 31 has arguably been the most used of all of the visiting trams,
appearing regularly throughout the Anniversary week and on two further occasions on
normal specials during the busy October half term week It’s last recorded day in service
was 27th October, before moving to Heaton Park in early November. (See seperate
story next time). Andrew Waddington

http://www.tramways-monthly.com
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Due to the high costs involved in creating this unique experience by bringing
Blackpool 706 over for the weekend, we have decided to make this Heaton Park
Tramway's first ever Premier Event. As such all free passes have been suspended for
the day and for one day only all visitors (including MTMS and TMS members) need to
purchase tickets. We are sure that you will support us in this decision. Tickets are
valid all day from 10 am - 7pm. Ticket prices are £5 adult £3 child (MTMS members
£4/£3).
Tickets are now on sale online from www.heatonparktramway.org.uk, from John
Whitehouse, 14 Buttermere Road, Burnley, Lancashire, BB10 4HU or on the day.
The MTMS reserve the right to amend or cancel services without notice. Please check before travelling.

Manchester Transport Museum Society, Registered Charity 505601
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Heaton Park extension update
Work on extending the
preserved tramway line at
Manchester’s Heaton Park
has made fantastic progress
over the last few months,
and it now seems appropriate to report on what has
been achieved so far.

The new extension links up
with the present Lakeside
terminus and goes across
a road, before curving and
running alongside the boating lake itself. This will not
only give a slightly longer
and more picturesque ride
for passengers, but will also
make the tramway much
more visible to visitors to
the park. The new terminus - which is set to feature
a two-track layout - will be
located close to a cafe, and
as the boating lake is one of
the main focal points in the
massive public park, trams
will be well placed to attract

additional passing trade
from curious passers-by.

The area at Lakeside was
fenced off at the end of
August, and since then track
and sleepers have been put
in place. Meanwhile, track
has also been laid across the
road connecting the new
section with the existing line;
this track now awaits bending in order to join up. Whilst
the work was in progress this
road had to be closed off to
the public, but it has since
been re-opened as the top
surface has been laid over
the rails.
Apart from track, there are
also overhead poles on site
ready to go up and these
have now been painted
in preparation to be set in
position. No definite date
has been set for the opening
of the extension but hope-

fully this won’t be too far
away, seeing as so much
impressive progress has
been made since work commenced. Regular working
parties are currently being
held at the park, focussed
on the task of finishing the
extension project, and extra
helpers are always made
welcome. Anyone wanting
to help is advised to contact John Whitehouse via
the Heaton Park Tramway
website, or alternatively
drop in at the tram depot or
Lakeside terminus on a Saturday when workers should
be present, or on a Sunday
when the tramway is open
for business as normal. For
further information and to
keep informed on the latest
progress, please take a look
at http://www.heatonparktramway.btik.com. AW

pu The latest ‘The making of...’ is Railcoach 680, which is being transformed
into the all-over cream livery worn when
it was first rebuilt with flat ends. The tram
will be reverting to its original identity of
280. Andrew Waddington
t As clearly illustrated by this view, the
new double-track terminus next to the
boating lake at Heaton Park is already
making impressive progress and the
opening of this extension will be another
very exciting development for this everexpanding preserved tramway. Martin
Bryan

http://www.tramways-monthly.com
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Railcoach 680 - the tram that got the
cream!
A very pleasant surprise has
been the admission of Ex-Towing
Railcoach 680 to Blackpool
Transport’s Paint Shop, where it
is set to be repainted in a plain
cream livery! Regular Tramways
Monthly readers will know that
680 was one of four redundant
Blackpool trams to be sold to the
Manchester Transport Museum
Society earlier this year for future
use at the Heaton Park Tramway.
The tram is now being painted
by BTS for its new owners, and
was seen by many people in the
early stages of this attention during the guided workshop tours
at the recent depot open day at
Blackpool.
This repaint will allow 680 to
represent the original towing car

livery of all cream with green
lining-out as applied to this
tram and the other twin sets in
the 1960s. Although there are
currently no plans to restore its
original style glazing or its roof
windows, the tram should nonetheless look superb in this new/
old guise and is sure to add to
the interest at Heaton Park when
it eventually moves there - however, it is not yet known when
this is expected to happen. Of
interest, the tram is also likely to
revert to its original fleet number
of 280; this would make it the
second recently preserved car
to revert to its former identity, following on from Balloon 249/712
which moved to Crich earlier in
the year. AW
Issue 20 - October 2010
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Charity tram pull at Heaton
Park

Father Christmas heads for Crich!

We are pleased to be able to confirm that Crich Tramway Village
will be holding its popular ‘Santa Specials’ on three weekends in
December. The event hadn’t taken place in the last few years as the
attraction was closed to allow major track renewal to take place first at Wakebridge passing loop, and then last winter at Town End
terminus. However, with no such major projects lined up for the
coming winter, it has been decided to reinstate it this year.

A most unusual event took place at Manchester’s
Heaton Park Tramway on Saturday 9th October,
when Blackpool Vanguard 619 was involved in a
novel charity fundraising event to raise money for
the Christie Cancer Hospital.

On this morning, several Co-operative colleagues
took part in the charity tram pull event which involved hauling 619 using nothing but manpower for
a distance of about a quarter of a mile! The tram,
which apparently weighs 15 tonnes, was pulled by
six hardy volunteers: Elsa Parker, Julia Embury, Laura
Dymott, Sarah Williams, Sean Wilkinson and last but
certainly not least, the Co-ops’s resident tram enthusiast Liam Standring, for whom the day was apparently a dream come true!
The event was also covered by the local press, and
we offer a hearty congratulations to all who took
part on a job well done! The final amount raised by
this event has not been confirmed yet, but it was
hoped that it would be in the region of £1,000 which
will doubtless be very much appreciated by this very
worthwhile cause. AW

p Heave!!! Dedictaed/crazy Co-op
staff pull Vanguard 619 along the original stretch of the Heaton Park Tramway.
Martin Bryan

q Temporarily incarcerated in the Pacific
Road shed, 626 shows off its sparkling
coat of paint on October 3rd. The tram
has since regained a trolley pole and
tower. Scott Moore

Birkenhead tram and bus show spoilt by weather
After all the great weather that blessed the recent
tram festivities in Blackpool, we could be forgiven
for thinking that God

Best of all, admission prices will be slashed for these special days.
Adults will be admitted for just £6, with children given free entry (although there is a charge of £5 to meet Santa and receive a special
Christmas gift). This is therefore a great opportunity for any readers who are not members of the Tramway Museum Society to visit
Crich and get a winter tram fix at a bargain price! As well as vintage
tram rides, visitors can enjoy the recently refurbished Exhibition Hall
and Workshop Gallery, and extra attractions will include a small
fairground with candyfloss and hot chestunts amongst the treats on
offer.
The 2010 Santa Specials take place on 4th, 5th, 11th, 12th, 18th
& 19th December. There will also be a Christmas market offering
a chance to pick up some unusual presents on Saturday 11th &
Sunday 12th December. For more details please visit www.tramway.
co.uk. AW

does like trams after all, but it seems that the more
common bad weather has now returned! On Sunday 3rd October, the annual Bus & Tram Show was
held at the Birkenhead heritage tramway, and unfortuantely the day was very dull, cold and damp.
However, despite this the Merseyside Tramway
Preservation Society put on a good show as always,
with four trams in service during the afternoon in
addition to vintage buses on display and in action,
trade stalls and more besides.
The frequent tram service utilised all four available cars, as Birkenhead 20 remains out of service
and Liverpool 762 was still in Blackpool at the time
(although it has since returned home safely). It was
therefore left to the two Hong Kong trams, 69 &

http://www.tramways-monthly.com
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70 to maintain the service along with Wallasey 78
and Lisbon 730. It was also possible to view recent
progress on the current MTPS restoration projects,
Warrington 2 and Liverpool ‘Baby Grand’ 245, at
Taylor Street depot. However, the vehicle that most
enthusiasts probably wanted to see was in fact
tucked away in the ‘other’ depot at Pacific Road of course the tram in question is Blackpool 626, the
modernised Brush Railcoach which recently moved
to Birkenhead after being sold to Merseytravel. The
tram’s entry into service is still eagerly awaited although the pantograph tower has not been refitted
yet; the car is expected the regain a trolley arm for
the first time in many years. AW
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On the cover...
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No.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

Identity
Blackpool ‘Brush’ 631
Manchester 765
Liverpool 762
Sheffield 513
Blackpool ‘Balloon’ 726
Blackpool ‘Coronation’ 660
Blackpool ‘Open boat’ 600
Marton ‘Box’ 31
Bolton 66
Stockport 5
Blackpool & Fleetwood
‘Rack’ 2
Blackpool & Fleetwood ‘Box’
40
Blackpool ‘OMO’ 8
Blackpool ‘Standard’ 147
Blackpool ‘Twin set’ 671+681

All photographs taken by Andrew
Waddington

Our ‘Blackpool 125’ montage cover image will be available to download for free as a desktop background from our website in the near future - keep checking back, or subscribe to be the first to know!
http://www.tramways-monthly.com
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Celebrating 125 Years of Blackpool’s Tramway...
The tram moves...
Celebrating 125 years of
Blackpool’s trams
1885 - 2010

Andrew Blood

In the run-up to the Blackpool tramway’s
125th anniversary celebrations, a number of
historic tramcars arrived at the seaside town
from various loactions across the country starting with Manchester 765 from Heaton
Park way back in June, and concluding
with Marton Box 31 from Beamish Museum
just over a week before the main events got
underway. Whilst not all of the trams managed to take part in the programme of events for a variety of reasons which have been well covered elsewhere, all are featured here in this exclusive pictorial
record of the various arrivals. We have also included a few pictures of old friends leaving Blackpool for pastures new, which were tied in with the arrival of some of
the special visitors in order to maximise the use the low loaders involved with these moves in order to keep transportation costs down.
The moves are shown here in numberical order, with arrival/departure dates provided which will hopefully prove to be useful in years to come. We hope that you
will enjoy these superb images, many of which have not been published anywhere before, and that it will act as a great reminder of one of the most fascinating
years ever on the Blackpool tramway!
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Mike Mercer

Andrew Blood

Andrew Blood
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Blackpool & Fleetwood ‘Rack’ 2 - 03/09/10

Pictorial

In

Andrew Blood

Lee Taylor

Andrew Blood

In

In

Blackpool ‘OMO’ 8 - 13/09/10
In Marton ‘Box’ 31 - 15/09/10

Martin Strickland
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Martin Strickland
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‘Sunderland’ 101 - 14/09/10

In

Out

Andrew Blood

Andrew Blood

Out

Pictorial

Andrew Blood

In

In
Andrew Blood

Andrew Blood

In

Andrew Blood

Blackpool ‘Standard’ 143 - 18/08/10
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Andrew Blood

Lee Taylor

In

In

Andrew Blood

Blackpool ‘Pantograph’ 167 - 03/09/10

Oporto 273 - 16/08/10
Blackpool ‘Brush’ 622 - 13/09/10

Andrew Blood

Andrew Blood

In

Martin Strickland

Martin Strickland

Andrew Blood

Out

In
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Out

Out

Martin Bryan

In

15/06/10

In

Martin Bryan

Mike Mercer
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Manchester 765
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In

Martin Bryan

In

Andrew Blood

06/09/10

Mike Mercer

Liverpool 762

Blackpool & Fleetwood ‘Replica
Vanguard’ 619 - 15/06/10
Out
Martin Bryan

In

Pictorial

Celebrating 125 years of
Blackpool’s trams
1885 - 2010
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Special Feature

Celebrating 125 Years of Blackpool’s Tramway...

My Anniversary Week Diary
Andrew Waddington
Blackpool, United Kingdom
23rd to 29th September 2010

Celebrating 125 years of
Blackpool’s trams
1885 - 2010
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Thursday 23rd September
Day One

The first event of the main anniversary period was originally expected to be a welcome evening on this date; however, a tram tour was subsequently added during the morning and afternoon, organised by the Lancastrian Transport Trust with
support from TRAMS magazine. This featured the LTT’s ever-popular Coronation
car 304 and Liverpool 762 shuttling between Bispham and Pleasure Beach, whilst
another LTT tram – Brush Railcoach 632 – was also out and performed a few
trips to Fleetwood at no extra cost to the ticketholders. The Liverpool tram was
actually a very late substitute for OMO 8 which was sadly not ready in time for
its intended launch date, however, despite this fact the tram turned out to be the
star of the show and got the events week off to a cracking start!
TDE tram 630 pauses next to Liverpool
762 on enthusiast tour duty at the Pleasure Beach on the first day of the main
events week.

http://www.tramways-monthly.com

There were a few minor blips during the tour. First, Liverpool 762 suffered a
lighting fault and was due to be swapped for Standard 147 – thankfully though,
the problem was soon dealt with and 762 was quickly sent back out again. Later
on in the day the same tram dewired in quite spectacular fashion as it entered the
Pleasure Beach loop, but once again no serious damage was done and after being
checked over by maintenance staff with help from Unimog 939, the tram continued
until early evening when all three tour cars ran in. Other than this tour, this was
a fairly unremarkable day on the tramway with only Brush car 630 on the first of
many Tram Driving Experience Courses to be performed during the week of interest during the daytime. 632 also reappeared on a private hire during the evening; this
may have been connected with the aforementioned welcome evening and quiz night
as the tram is believed to have turned back at Cabin, close to the venue for this
event.
16
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The second Lancastrian Transport Trust event of the week took place on this day and
followed a similar pattern to the previous day, with three trams running a timetabled
shuttle service throughout the day, although this time all three were restricted to the
Pleasure Beach to Bispham stretch. However, the fun and games started early as Sheffield 513 came out on a tram driving experience – before returning to depot to take part in
the LTT tour for 10:30am! However, on its return, 513 duly blocked in Twin set 672+682
which was waiting to go out on Thornton Gate service, and when this set finally departed it was rather late! Much more exciting though, was the surprise appearance of some
old friends on the depot fan – namely Brush car 627, and former Permanent Way Brush
car 259. Both trams were briefly extracted from their normal hiding place on pit 1 in the
depot so that the depot drains could be cleaned, with 627 being used to push and pull
259. Whilst 627 famously ran last year for the final run to Fleetwood before closure
for upgrading, 259 has been a much more elusive beast for many years making this a very
rare appearance in daylight for this tram! Although the car presents a very sorry sight,
it was commented that the body looks reasonably straight compared to some of its
sisters, suggesting that its structural condition may not be as bad as it first appears.
Anyway, moving on to the main event, and Sheffield 513 was shunted onto Blundell Street
to join Marton 31 – which was on its first passenger working in Blackpool since 1998 –
and both trams loaded up there. After some more shunting, Balloon car 715 also came
out to complete the day’s line-up, and all three trams then headed for North Pier. 715
continued to Bispham after a brief photo stop, whilst the others reversed and headed
for Pleasure Beach, operating as a pair for most of the day. This was particularly appropriate as both trams ran together at Beamish Museum for several years; was this
deliberate? Another bit of excitement came when Boat car 600 appeared on its first test
run since completion of its year-long refurbishment, giving those who were riding on the
tour the first opportunity to see the modifications to the tram, which to my eyes at
least didn’t look half as bad as I’d expected.

http://www.tramways-monthly.com
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The cars were due to pass at North Pier where passengers were
encouraged to swap trams, although due to some timing issues
this didn’t always work out as planned! Perhaps unsurprisingly,
715 proved to be the least popular tram and worked many of its
journeys less than half full. Nonethless, there were no major issues, the only notable incident coming at the end of the afternoon
when 31 became the second tram to dewire at Pleasure Beach in
as many days, causing some damage to the overhead wires. Whilst
this was being attended to and 31 was checked over for any sign of
damage, 513 ran to Bispham solo although 31 did manage one final
northbound trip before heading back to depot. In the meantime, all
trams had to be guided across the affected section of wire using
a bamboo pole. This problem must have been fixed quite quickly;
certainly everything was back to normal by the following morning.
Attention was once again focussed away from the tramway in the
evening as the Lancastrian Transport Trust held one of its popular ‘Beer & Buses’ events around the local area. This was probably
just as well really, as the tram service was a complete shambles.
For a while the only special out was 715 – unfortunately as the
tram had only had one guard for its tour, the tram had its top
deck closed off. Just to add insult to injury, a few Centenary
cars were covering for double-deckers on the timetabled service
and running with a crew of three on board! After many complaints
were made, common sense eventually won the day and 715 is believed to have swapped crews with one of these Centenary cars,
allowing the upper deck to be re-opened for the latter part of the
night.
http://www.tramways-monthly.com
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On the other page...
At the top...
A rare glimpse of contrasting Brush cars 259 & 627
in daylight on the morning of September 24th.
On the bottom...
Past Beamish stablemates 31 & 513 share the centre
track at North Pier during the Friday tram tour.
Balloon 715 takes a break at North Pier during its first
enthusiast tour since being acquired for preservation.

Trams of Interest:
513, 259, 627, 31, 715, 600
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Saturday 25th September
Day Three - Part One

Blackpool Transport kicked off what promised to be a superb weekend with a truly mouth-watering selection of trams out in normal
service, giving the general public a chance to sample some of the vintage cars in action! The advertised vintage tram service featured
Marton 31, Fleetwood Box 40, Standard 147 and Boats 600 & 604 all running in the morning, with 600 making its passenger debut following overhaul. These cars generally worked between Pleasure Beach and Bispham except the Boats which were mostly confined to
the Pleasure Beach to North Pier area. It was also pleasing to see unrefurbished Balloons 701, 715 & 726 out on specials as well. As
if all that wasn’t good enough, it was a glorious sunny day and the promenade was absolutely packed with people queuing from trams,
the Pleausre Beach, the Tower and just about everything else! Indeed, the only problem was that it was pretty difficult getting on all
of the interesting trams due to the size of the queues!
During the course of the day yet more specials came out, whilst both Boats returned to depot early so that their crews could bring
out two additional vintage cars – Sheffield 513 and Stockport 5. Neither of these trams see much use and when they do they are usually confined to private hires, so having both in ordinary service was definitely a major highlight of the weekend for many people. Sadly
car 5 did not stay out for very long and only ran between Pleasure Beach and North Pier due to a minor defect, but 513 stayed out late
and even worked an illuminations tour, thought to have been its
first since 2002, as the tram had been banned from running north
of Cabin for several years due to the worn-out track. Other late
turn specials included ‘Princess Alice’ 706, Twin sets 673+683
(from about 3:30pm) and 671+681 (from about 5:00pm), and also
Boat 604 which came back out for the evening and also worked an
illumination tour!
The main event of the day was arguably an evening tour arranged by
the Fylde Tramway Society which was booked to start at 4:30pm
from Rigby Road. This had been intended to feature a trio of Standards, but with 143 incomplete and 40 missing out on the celebrations completely, the revised tour featured Standard 147 along with
Marton 31 and Fleetwood ‘Rack’ 2. Unfortunately even this didn’t go
according to plan as car 2 was reportedly straining as it headed for
the promenade at the back of the three-car convoy, with a strong
smell of burning becoming increasingly hard to ignore by the time
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the car had arrived at North Pier. Conseuqently the tram was towed back to depot by
Centenary 642 of all things (oh the shame!), with many of its passengers attempting to cram onto the already well-loaded cars 31 and 147! These two then continued to
Bispham and Pleasure Beach, where they joined by Bolton 66 as the replacement for
‘Rack’ 2. All three trams then did two further journeys to Bispham, with a layover at
Pleasure Beach on the southbound line towards Starr Gate being taken in-between.
Besides the tram tour this was a very eventful evening with no less than seven illumination tours being spotted, as well as a large number of trams out on specials. Set 1
stayed out late and took a crew break in another unusual location; the short section
of the northbound line between Starr Gate and Pleasure Beach which has remained
open. However it was somewhat upstaged by Set 5 which came back out as a special
in the evening and duly ran to Fleetwood twice after dark to cover for the very late
service cars! For much of the night the queues for tram rides were enormous and
the line of people waiting at the Pleasure Beach for a tram extended around part of
the loop. It was an unforgettable day for the town, and will surely go down as one
of the tramway’s greatest days for some years? Honourable mention must also go to
the hard-working crew who worked all day on Marton 31 with just one hour between
its service duties and the evening private tour. The car was running full up during the
entire time it was in service – how the guard coped with constant full loads on an 86
seater I’ll never know, but frankly she deserved a medal at the end of her duty!
On the other page...
A wonderfully hectic scene at Bispham during the Saturday afternoon, with (left to right) - Twin
Set 2 on a late-running timetabled journey, Marton Box 31 on a crew break, Balloon 723 in service
heading for the Pleasure Beach, and Box car 40 heading south having just exited the centre line.
In stunning early evening sunshine, the trio of FTS tour cars, led by Bolton 66, pose for photographs at Pleasure Beach.
Sheffield 513 seen filling up for a journey to Bispham whilst employed on evening specials before
transferring onto illumination tour duty. Doesn’t this tram look wonderful in the dark?
http://www.tramways-monthly.com
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Sunday 26th September
Day Four - Part One

Another bright sunny day on the seafront greeted another superb line-up of trams being
used as normal specials. Manchester 765 made its first appearance of the events week, and
was joined by Liverpool 762 (its only day in normal passenger use), plus Blackpool cars 147
and 600. Another surprise came in the shape of Brush Railcoach 632 which was used on
timetabled service for the first time since 2004! The car worked between Pleasure Beach
and Thornton Gate on one of the early run-in routes.
However, the highlight of the day was the depot open day at Rigby Road, and attendances
seemed to exceed all expecatations. It was certainly a shock to me when I walked towards
the tram shed only to be greeted by the incredible sight of people queuing along almost
the whole length of Hopton Road to get in! At just £2 for admission with a free programme thrown in, plus an additional charge of £1 for a guided tour around the various tram
and bus workshops, this event was fantastic value for money and clearly Rigby Road was
the place to be in Blackpool that afternoon! Visitors were greeted by a line-up of historic
trams on the depot fan, and it was particularly pleasing to see three trams which had been
unable to operate during the anniversary week had been posed outside for viewing – namely
Standard 143, Pantograph car 167 and Oporto 273. Also on display were the two Fleetwood
Tramroad cars ‘Rack’ 2 and ‘Box’ 40 parked side by side, as well as Marton 31, Coronation
304 and the illuminated Western Train. Visitors could board some of these trams and also
have a ride on the Train’s wheelchair lift! Other attractions included a display of vintage
buses, trade stalls and working models in the bus garage, and live entertainment courtesy of
brass bands and other local talent. This was not just a very busy day out for transport
fanatics, but there was an awful lot to keep the whole family amused as well.
During the course of the day cars 66 & 724 had been parked up at North Pier as spares in
case of emergency, due to the inability of trams to get in and out of depot in the event of
failures, and 66 then operated specials and an illumination tour later on. The vintage cars in
service also worked several trips to and from Hopton Road to connect the promenade with
http://www.tramways-monthly.com
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Despite sadly missing out on most of
the events, Oporto 273 was seen by many
people during the depot open day when it
was posed in front of the tram shed.
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the open day, which was a victim of its own success as if anything the
service was not frequent enough!
That evening the Lancastrian Transport Trust operated their final tram
tour of the week, this time featuring Marton 31 and their very own Coronation car 304, both of did a few runs through the illuminations. Car
31’s first trip of the night from Bispham was especially noteworthy;
with fine weather I decided to brave the top deck and was rewarded with
an absolutely fantastic non-stop run all the way to Pleasure Beach!
This was possibly one of the best tram rides of my life and I thank the
crew very much for such a superb run.

Trams of Interest:
765, L762, 632, 143, 167, 273, 2,
40, 31, 304, 733+734, 66, 600, 147

Both pioneer Balloons,
700 & 713, pictured side by
side in the Body Shop.
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Monday 27th September
Day Five

Another day and another tram tour, only for a change this one was relatively
uneventful! Despite another slightly dull start this turned into very pleasant
day – perfect for a spot of toastracking along the promenade! Today’s tour
was the second of three organised by the Fylde Tramway Society, and featured
Fleetwood stalwarts ‘Rack’ 2 and ‘Box’ 40, along with Marton 31 making yet
another appearance; clearly that tram doesn’t understand the concept of resting! Thankfully car 2 performed beautifully on this day and I was fortunate
enough to enjoy a number of trips on this superb tram, which is most definitely at its best when running along the cliffs on eight notches. The driver
worked car 2 very hard but the tram seemed to enjoy being let off its leash
for a change and rose to the occasion, with its motors making a fantastic
sound as it soared across the promenade.
The tour began with all three cars running to Bispham and then Pleasure
Beach, with a very welcome photo stop near Alexandra Road also offered. The
trams then split up, with 40 taking its break on the southbound line towards
Starr Gate at the Pleasure Beach, ‘Rack 2’ at North Pier and 31 at Bispham.
This was followed by an afternoon shuttle service which worked extremely
well, with the tram drivers acting on instruction to stop upon sighting another of the tour cars so that passengers could swap between them, and also
get plenty of photographs. The only slight hitch occurred at the very start
of the day when the tour cars were delayed prior to departure by a bin lorry
amongst other things, although the organiser’s instruction to add thirty minutes to the times stated on the tour timetable proved to be spot on! This
was a very enjoyable day and one where the attention being turned to ‘Rack’
2 was entirely positive, as it should be, after some previous concerns as to
whether it would appear again after Saturday night’s failure.
No, its not 1998, but 2010! Marton 31 joins Tramroad cars 2 & 40 at Bispham during the Fylde Tramway Society's Monday tour.
The same trio were captured heading south during a surprise photo stop near St Chad's Road. Notice the replica oil lamp hanging on car 2's dash panel which greatly enhances the car's appearance.

Trams of Interest:
2, 40, 31
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Day Six - Part One

The final FTS tour of the week was probably the one I was most looking forward to, despite not featuring a single Blackpool car
– something that some people had previously complained about. However, in my book ANY visiting trams are always welcome and today’s line-up of Liverpool 762, Manchester 765 and Stockport 5 was particularly tasty! Billed as the ‘Trams of the North’ tour, the
trams left depot more-or-less on time, but after that the chaos returned with a vengeance! Whilst heading north we were told that
car 645 had split the points whilst reversing at Bispham, and we were therefore unable to turn back there. It was briefly hoped that
we might be allowed to beat the transponder ruling and carry on north of Bispham, but instead we were instructed to reverse at Cabin
under the watchful eye of a Duty Inspector. This is actually a pretty rare move as trolley-fitted cars have been banned from turning
back there as the moving of the crossover during the recent track renewal means that the conductor must walk on ballast in order to
turn the trolley; however all three trams performed this unusual move without problems. Better was yet to come however, as purely
by chance we became part of an unplanned procession! The tour cars – led by 762, with 765 behind and car 5 bringing up the rear –
ended up behind Sheffield 513 which was out on a public driving course, and as if that wasn’t good enough, behind us was another TDE
car, Standard 147... and that was being followed by Balloon 717 in normal service! This convoy lasted all the way to Manchester Square
where both TDE cars ran in for a lunch break. As yesterday, the trio of tour cars then went their separate ways. Another highlight
came at Bispham (as the points had been decalred fit for use by this time) where Liverpool 762 took its break, at the same time as
cars 147, 513 and 648 were all parked up on the centre track, giving another superb photo opportunity, and all of it totally unplanned!
After lunch the northern trams operated a shuttle service between Pleasure Beach and Bispham following the same pattern as Monday’s event. Today had a few extra surprises though, as ‘Princess Alice’ 706 came out on ordinary specials, and ‘Rack’2 made an unexpected appearance so that a driver could be trained on it in advance of the following day’s procession. Disaster struck for ‘Rack’2
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again at Gynn Square however, when the car failed with an unknown problem and had to be pushed all the way to Bispham by service
car 711. There, it was pushed onto the centre track, and 711 reversed back onto the main line and then carried on as if nothing had ever
happened! At around the same time there were also a few power issues in the Bispham area, and the combined forces of power failures and tram failures resulted in a seriously messed up timetable! Eventually the Unimog arrived to drag ‘Rack’ 2 back to depot for
repair, but even then the day’s misadventures were not over, as Liverpool 762 suffered a controller fault during the latter part of the
afternoon just after leaving Bispham. The tram was moved back onto the centre line to allow service cars to pass and many of its
passengers transferred onto Manchester 765 – however this turned out to be unnecessary, as 762 duly came back to life and finished
the tour as planned!
After such an action-packed day you could be forgiven for thinking that the evening would be quiet, but this certainly wasn’t the case
as it was time for the final enthusiast’s tour of the week, this time a tour of the illuminations featuring all three trams from the
Greater Manchester area – Stockport 5, Bolton 66 and Manchester 765. This had been organised by the Manchester Transport Museum
Society with the owners of cars 5 and 66, and once again was fully booked. Sadly car 5 had developed a fault during the day and so
Liverpool 762 stood in, with the three trams unusually loading up on the outer loop at Pleasure Beach. The departure was delayed due
to 765’s axle box being excessively hot, and it was eventually decided to send the other trams north whilst the crew were dispatched
to collect a replacement car in the shape of Standard 147. However, following some expert attention and further examination, 765 had
been declared fit to run by the time 147 finally arrived, and so it had a wasted journey after all that! After the first return trip, 66 and
762 were both held back at Pleasure Beach to allow 765 (which had by then completely cured itself) the chance to catch up, so
that passengers could ride on a different tram for the second leg of the tour. I must admit that I bailed out at Bispham, but this
allowed me to enjoy the magical sight of the three veteran trams returning south past the illuminated tableaux; a truly wonderful
moment that I might never get chance to see again. Whilst the lack of Stockport 5 was a little disappointing, it was arguably for the
best as torrential rain fell for much of this tour. The last minute change of tram also gave the MTMS the coup of Liverpool 762’s
last passenger run in Blackpool – a nice unexpected bonus!

Trams of Interest:
L762, 765, 5, 706, 2, 66, 147, 513

On the other page...
On the left... The first photo stop on Tuesday sees Manchester 765 halted en route to Cabin.
In the middle... Having caught up with Stockport 5 after being delayed at Bispham, Liverpool 762 sits on the Pleasure Beach outer loop as the first Tuesday tour draws to a close.
On the right... ‘Rack’ 2 seen being dragged back to depot by Unimog 939 between Bispham Station and Cavendish Road.
http://www.tramways-monthly.com
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And so we arrived at the grand finale, the big one (no, not that big rollercoaster thing at the Pleasure Beach!), the actual day
when the Blackpool tramway marked 125 years since its official opening, and this important milestone was acknowledged by a
short procession of historic trams, running from Pleasure Beach to Bispham and back again. Unfortunately all hopes of a repeat
of the 20-strong cavalcade of 1985 and the mammoth crowds it brought into the town turned out to be in vain, as due to staff
shortages just seven trams were advertised to run in the 125th anniversary parade. Whilst that may not seem many, the quality of
those vehicles chosen to take part was very hard to fault, and a good number of people still turned out to witness this historic event. The weather was perhaps a bigger disappointment for many people – after a relatively sunny week, the big day started off
as wet, windy and very cold!
During the late morning the first of the special trams started to leave the depot, with Coronation 660 being first out. Soon after cars 706 and 600 came out – these were rather surprising choices as it had originally been stated that 717 would replace
706 in the event of rain, and there was plenty of that in the morning! These three trams left depot and headed for North Pier,
reversed, and ran to Pleasure Beach where they were deposited on the largely disused northbound line leading from Starr Gate. A
film crew from Granada television were also out and they did some filming from on board Boat 600.
A little later, the rest of the trams were lined up on the Pleasure Beach loop, allowing all seven cars to load passengers who
had paid £5 to ride on them, which included a special souvenir ticket. However, there was an extra surprise in store, and a small
group of enthusiasts continued to loiter close to the tram depot even after all of the billed tramcars had departed. The rumour
mill had been going into a frenzy that there would be an extra surprise tram at the back of the procession, and the gossip became ever more plausible as many of the enthusiasts in town claimed to have seen an unusual yellow and maroon tram out on
the promenade earlier that morning. Sure enough, after 1:30pm, the doors of the Electrical Compound were flung open to reveal
OMO 8, fully illuminated and looking pristine. Ta-dah: this was the big surprise and what a beauty it was! Despite not being ready
for passenger service, BTS workshop staff had been working extremely hard over the past few days to get OMO car 8 operational, so that it could run empty as the final tram in the procession, and the first of its type to run since car 11 was used as
a test bed tram back in 1997. Car 8 duly became the first OMO car ever to reverse at Foxhall, and it then headed south to take
its place in this stunning line-up. Once the tram had disappeared into the distance I headed north to film the convoy at Gynn
Square, then captured them all heading back south again close to the Metropole hotel. By some miracle the rain had stopped by
the time the parade cars set off, so although it wasn’t exactly ideal weather for standing outside watching the trams pass by,
http://www.tramways-monthly.com
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at least it wasn’t as bad as the appalling weather that
cursed the 1998 cavalcade!

In order, the procession featured: Fleetwood ‘Rack’
2, Fleetwood ‘Box’ car 40, Marton Box 31, Standard
147, Open Boat 600, open-top Balloon car 706, Coronation 660 and last but certainly not least, OMO 8.
All of them completed a full round trip except 8,
which ran straight to depot on the return leg having well and truly stolen the show! The first four
cars were quickly sent back in, but 600, 706 & 660
all stayed out on specials. The two open cars were
very brave choices on such a cold day, but 660 was
extremely popular as this was believed to have been
its first use in normal service (i.e. not a pre-booked
tour) for almost two years. The car performed several full trips between Pleasure Beach and Bispham and
even worked an illumination tour! Whilst this was not
an advertised event, it certainly made a lot of people
very happy indeed and acted as a really superb way to
end a wonderful week of tramway events. That’s all
folks!!!

Trams of Interest:
706, 600, 2, 40, 31,
147, 660, 8, 632

A green & cream dream at Pleasure Beach with 600, 706 & 660
sharing the outer loop after participating in the anniversary parade.
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My Final Conclusions...
How did ‘Blackpool125’ rate?

So, whilst the build-up to the Blackpool 125 events may have witnessed a large amount of grumbling as various trams were ruled
out of appearing and events were scaled back, it is fair to say that what did happen was still pretty spectacular. Considering the
fact that Blackpool Transport has been hit badly by the economic recession and their finances have been further drained due to
the concessionary bus passes for OAPs, a lot of effort went into marking the latest milestone in tramway history and all who
attended seemed to enjoy themselves immensely. For me personally, the events week was the most enjoyable time that I’ve ever
spent in Blackpool, so I thank everybody who made it all happen! I can’t comment on how it compared to the centenary events
of 1985 as I was less than a year old at that time, but for people of my generation, the 2010 events were in a league of their
own! Whilst the number of visiting trams may have been a little disappointing, the likes of Liverpool 762 and ‘Rack’ 2 were absolute stars, and it was also excellent to see little-used trams like Stockport 5 and Sheffield 513 being used in passenger service.
Particular thanks must go to everyone at Blackpool Transport, the Fylde Tramway Society, the Lancastrian Transport Trust and
the Manchester Transport Museum Society for putting together an entertaining programme of events through the whole week,
and also to all of the organisations who provided trams for the events, and those who worked so hard to get the various trams
ready for their moment in the spotlight. However, my biggest thanks of all go to the BTS staff who worked so hard to ensure that OMO 8 was able to run in the procession. Granted, it may have ran empty, but at least this saviour of the tramway
was able to appear and remind us all how lucky we are to still have this brilliant system. I’d never seen a plum & custard OMO
car running before, so for me, seeing it leave the depot was an emotional moment which will stay with me for a very long time.
THANK-YOU ALL!!!!!

The End
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21st November 2010
Heaton Park Tramway

Celebration of Blackpool’s Trams and Transport: Celebrating 125
years of trams in Blackpool with the tramway
open between 1000 and
1800. No less than three
visiting tramcars will be
operating during the
event, with one for just
one day only. Marton
31 will be visiting from
Beamish and Vanguard
619 and Balloon 706
‘Princess Alice’ on loan
from Blackpool Transport
Services Ltd. These will
be supplemented by
resident Blackpool works
car 752 and a number of
visiting Blackpool buses.

Seaton Tramway

Bird Watching Trip: With
Donald Campbell. 0900
departure from Seaton
Terminus, durations approximately 2 hours. A
chance to view estuary birds from a tram.
Limited to 20 spaces,
so advanced booking
essential. Also Summer

Wet and Wild Events at
Seaton Marshes and
Black Hole Marsh with
the Axe Estuary Wetland
Project.

Beamish Museum

Beamish Christmas: A
whole season of Christmas festivities when The
Town and Pit Village take
on a festive feel with
period decorations from
the early 1900s. There will
be traditional entertainment and, at weekends,
Father Christmas in his
cosy fireside grotto. It’s
how every Christmas
ought to be!

4th December 2010
Crich Tramway Village

Santa Specials: Vintage
tram rides, Santa’s grotto, fairground rides, hot
chestnuts and candyfloss. Entry for adults only
£6, entry for children free
(ticket to see Santa is £5
including a Christmas
gift). Open 1030-1830.

Beamish Museum

Back Cover Caption

You’d be forgiven for thinking that we had got
all confused and included a photograph from
the 1998 Tramroad Centenary as our back
cover, but no, this really is 2010 and Blackpool
& Fleetwood ‘Rack’ 2 - on loan from Crich’ is
seen at Bispham tram station during one of the
tours that it performed during the events week.
Considering many never thought that the tram
would run in Blackpool again, owing to it’s
open-sided toastrack seating arrangement, it
was surely one of the many highlights from the
events week. Dan Heeley
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Beamish Christmas: A
whole season of Christmas festivities when The
Town and Pit Village take
on a festive feel with
period decorations from
the early 1900s. There will
be traditional entertainment and, at weekends,
Father Christmas in his
cosy fireside grotto. It’s
how every Christmas
ought to be!

5th December 2010
Crich Tramway Village

Santa Specials: Vintage
tram rides, Santa’s grotto, fairground rides, hot
chestnuts and candyfloss. Entry for adults only
£6, entry for children free
(ticket to see Santa is £5
including a Christmas
gift). Open 1030-1830.

Beamish Museum

Beamish Christmas: A
whole season of Christmas festivities when The
Town and Pit Village take
on a festive feel with
period decorations from
the early 1900s. There will

Magazine Information

be traditional entertainment and, at weekends,
Father Christmas in his
cosy fireside grotto. It’s
how every Christmas
ought to be!

11th December 2010
Crich Tramway Village
Santa Specials: Vintage
tram rides, Christmas
Market, Santa’s grotto,
fairground rides, hot
chestnuts and candyfloss. Entry for adults only
£6, entry for children free
(ticket to see Santa is £5
including a Christmas
gift). Open 1030-1830.

Beamish Museum

Beamish Christmas: A
whole season of Christmas festivities when The
Town and Pit Village take
on a festive feel with
period decorations from
the early 1900s. There will
be traditional entertainment and, at weekends,
Father Christmas in his
cosy fireside grotto. It’s
how every Christmas
ought to be!

Advertising in Tramways Monthly
We welcome advertisements
from any industry, business or
organisation connected in some
way, shape or form with the
tramway movement. Price plans
and options can be discussed
with our advertising manager.
Please email advertising@
tramways-monthly.com for further information. Discounts can
be offered on advertising plans
covering a longer period and
advertisements do not need to

12th December
2010
Crich Tramway Village

Santa Specials: Vintage
tram rides, Christmas
Market, Santa’s grotto,
fairground rides, hot
chestnuts and candyfloss. Entry for adults only
£6, entry for children free
(ticket to see Santa is £5
including a Christmas
gift). Open 1030-1830.

Seaton Tramway

Santa Specials: Travel
by tram from Seaton to
Colyton to meet Santa
in his grotto! Pre-booking
essential.

Beamish Museum

Beamish Christmas: A
whole season of Christmas festivities when The
Town and Pit Village take
on a festive feel with
period decorations from
the early 1900s. There will
be traditional entertainment and, at weekends,
Father Christmas in his
cosy fireside grotto. It’s

appear in consecutive issues.
We also offer advertising opportunities on our website - please
contact us for more information.
Reading the magazine
Tramways Monthly would like
to advise all readers to view
the magazine using the very
latest version of Adobe Acrobat
Reader (AAR). This software is
available to be downloaded
free of charge from http://www.
adobe.com. If you are viewing
this PDF on a corporate sys-
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how every Christmas
ought to be!

18th December 2010
Crich Tramway Village
Santa Specials: Vintage
tram rides, Santa’s grotto, fairground rides, hot
chestnuts and candyfloss. Entry for adults only
£6, entry for children free
(ticket to see Santa is £5
including a Christmas
gift). Open 1030-1830.

Beamish Museum

Beamish Christmas: A
whole season of Christmas festivities when The
Town and Pit Village take
on a festive feel with
period decorations from
the early 1900s. There will
be traditional entertainment and, at weekends,
Father Christmas in his
cosy fireside grotto. It’s
how every Christmas
ought to be!

Birkenhead Tramway
Santa Specials:

tem, you should contact your
administrator for details about
upgrading to the latest version
of Acrobat Reader. We do not
guarantee that the document
will view correctly on any other
software.
Copying, printing and distribution
The content, design and style
of this PDF file, referred to as
‘this issue of Tramways Monthly
magazine’ is protected by copyright. All photographs remain

19th December 2010
Crich Tramway Village
Santa Specials: Vintage
tram rides, Santa’s grotto, fairground rides, hot
chestnuts and candyfloss. Entry for adults only
£6, entry for children free
(ticket to see Santa is £5
including a Christmas
gift). Open 1030-1830.

Beamish Museum

Beamish Christmas: A
whole season of Christmas festivities when The
Town and Pit Village
take on a festive feel
with period decorations
from the early 1900s.
There will be traditional
entertainment and, at
weekends, Father Christmas in his cosy fireside
grotto. It’s how every
Christmas ought to be!

Seaton Tramway

Santa Specials: Travel
by tram from Seaton to
Colyton to meet Santa
in his grotto! Pre-booking
essential.

the copyright property of the
stated photographer. Readers
are permitted to print copies for
their own reading or to provide
to friends/colleagues. But being
a complimentary magazine,
Tramways Monthly must not be
sold by any means, printed or
electronic. All our back issues
are freely available from http://
www.tramways-monthly.com
and our PDF files may be passed
onto interested parties, at no
charge, in either a printed or
electronic format.
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There’s just time to bring you one final page of tramway related miscellany,
as the pole is swung and the seats are turned, before we bid farewell to our
passengers until next time!

The

All Change!
Celebrating 125 years of
Blackpool’s trams
1885 - 2010

No sooner had the 125th Celebrations finished many of the visiting trams were already being dismantled and
prepared for their departure back to their home tramways across the country. Thankfully, unlike many of the
journeys to Blackpool, the returns were much less eventful, with all of the trams that have left so far arriving
back home safely.
First to depart was Blackpool ‘Pantograph’ 167 on the 30th September - the day after the celebrations ended.
As previously reported, this tram suffered a bearing failure on it’s first day of operation, ruling it out of the remainder of the events. It was therefore an obvious candidate to be the first departure, and was transferred to
the workshop for attention soon after its return.

Richard Lomas

Following 167 were the two other Crich visitors, Fleetwood ‘Rack’ 2 and Oporto 273, on Monday 2nd September. Like 167, Oporto 273 saw very little use in the resort following a derailment during the driver training stages
of its trip, also ruling it out from further participation. Rack 2, on the other hand, was one of the stalwarts of the
week, running regularly, with its last use occuring on the 30th September on a Tram Driving Experience for Crich
staff.
Finally, Liverpool 762 returned home over a month later on October 6th, arriving back at Birkenhead the same
day. It was duly unloaded and transferred to the depot, and it is not believed to have operated since it’s
return.
In addition, Marton 31 has now also left Blackpool for a stay over the winter at Heaton Park - this will be covered
in a future edition of the magazine, and leaves just Manchester 765 - also the first car to arrive - in Blackpool.
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Mike Mercer

30

Richard Lomas

Richard Lomas
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Celebrating 125 years of
Blackpool’s trams
1885 - 2010

Next Time...

Free Range Trams:
Part Two
Belgian Vicinal

Next month sees the second installment of an occasional series by Peter Free,
consisting of tramway photographs taken across Europe over the last 30 years.

Peter Free

This time we will be looking at the Belgian Vicinal (SNCV) tramway located near
to Charleroi, and a number of depots in that area, including that of the Association pour la Sauvegarde du Vicinal, who were restoring a number of tramcars
to operational service.

If you thought that was it for the Blackpool 125 coverage - think again! Next
time, we'll be bringing you a superb selection of images showing the various
vintage trams that operated in Blackpool during the events week, including
both the visiting cars and 'special' trams that live there, such as Boat 600 and
Coronation 660. We'll also be showing you what happened during the first
open day at Rigby Road depot since 2004, with views of various withdrawn
trams and a peek
inside where the
Celebrating 125 years of
workshops where
Blackpool’s trams
the likes of 680
and 700 were
1885 - 2010
under attention.
Don't miss it!

Andrew Waddington

Even more Blackpool 125!!!

Only in ‘Tra mways Monthly’ Issue 21 - Out Soon!

Celebrating 125 years of
Blackpool’s trams
1885 - 2010

http://www.tramways-monthly.com
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