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Welcome

Welcome to the Tramways Monthly ‘Review of the Year
2009’ - a look back on all the big events that have happened in the tramway and light rail world over the past 12
months.
Inside we’ve got a month-by-month synopsis of all the biggest news and events that have taken place, aided with
previously-unpublished photographs and opinions from a
wide variety of people up and down the country.
We’ve drawn from articles and news stories published in
Tramways Monthly over the last year, and have included
handy boxes pointing you to the Issues and news items
specifically relating to events of each month, so you can
find out more if you’ve missed out!
If that’s not enough, we also look back over the advert liveries carried by Blackpool trams during 2009 with a special
pictorial.
All in all, we hope that you enjoy reading this publication
and find it a memorable souvenir of the 2009 tramway goings on.
Happy reading!
Jack Gordon - 13/05/10
Editor - jack.gordon@tramways-monthly.com
2009 was not a particularly good year for Blackpool’s twin cars, with only
three of the five operational sets seeing any use, one set mothballed and
the final set is understood to have been withdrawn from use. Set Two was
one of the operational three, and was captured passing Cabin on the 24th
October 2009. Jason Cross
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Review of the Year 2009
Front Cover Photograph: Blackpool’s Illuminated Western Train
733+734 returned to service during 2009 after a Heritage lottery
funded overhaul. The tram is seen here heading north at the exit to
Pleasure Beach loop. Tony Waddington
Back Cover Photograph: Cardiff 131 was another car to return to service in 2009, being launched during the Crich50 events in May. The car
has since operated on several days throughout 2009. Tony Waddington
Tramways Monthly is a monthly e-magazine that is available for
download for free from our website. Also available to download is our
complete catalogue of back Issues and supplements, and more.
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2009 Month-by-Month Summary

The last 12 months have been extremely busy in the world of Tramways and Light Rail, and it would be impossible to document all of
them within this short publication. Nearly all of the happenings listed
here can be read about in more depth in our back issues, and can be
downloaded - for free - from our website.
Where relevant we’ve also included extracts of interviews with many
people from across the tramway and light rail worlds, and these interviews can be read in full later on in this publication.

January
This month saw the welcome return of Brush Railcoach 636 - the only one of its type to be painted in a Metro Coastlines livery - to Blackpool. The
tram had spent time away at Derby for the fitting
of new experimental equipment, and was back
for testing purposes. The tram was allocated its
own private tramway for this purpose, given sole
access to the line between Pleasure Beach and
Starr Gate.

ALAN ROBSON

Also this month...

• Also on the Blackpool tramway, work commenced on track renewal
work near Cleveleys. This combined with the partial closure to allow
for the testing of car 636, meant that passenger service was only operated between Pleasure Beach and Little Bispham; a pretty useless
tram service running to the middle of nowhere! On the positive side
though, at least Blackpool Transport kept trams running when it would
have been so easy to simply axe the service altogether for the duration
of the trackwork.
• Continuing the theme of trackwork - renewal of the Wakebridge passing loop at Crich Tramway Village was virtually complete by mid-January, enabling the first test runs to be undertaken over the new track,
although adjustments to the overhead wires remained to be finished.
• Blackpool Jubilee car 762 was also in the news this month after receiving a new vinyl advert for Re:Blackpool, the company in charge of the
town’s regeneration project. The tram was launched into service by The
Stig from Top Gear during a photo shoot at North Pier!

February

DAN HEELEY

Also this month...

• Scotland got a taste of the future following the arrival of a mock-up of
one of the new Edinburgh light rail vehicles. The demonstrator was toured
around various locations, starting at Prince’s Street in the city from February 23rd until March 14th. Visitors were able to have a really good luck at
the tram design, including the interior which was opened up for inspection by the general public.
• If you think that contravision adverts on trams are bad, you should have
seen Sheffield Supertram 122 this month! The tram’s centre section was
temporarily disguised as a padded cell, as part of a scheme to promote
awareness of mental health issues. Not only were the windows totally
covered, but even the flooring and seats were covered with padding.
• Meanwhile, the future of the Birkenhead heritage tramway was thrown
into doubt after Wirral Council announced its intention to withdraw all
financial support. The trams were not the sole victims of the cost-cutting
exercise, with a number of beneficial public amenities such as libraries
also at risk.

The big news of the month was the affect of the
Great British weather on trams - more specifically,
snow, and lots of it! Crich Tramway Village was
due to begin its operating season for the February
half-term week, but heavy snowfalls meant that
the re-opening had to be delayed until the 28th,
costing the attraction an estimated £27,000 according to coverage on the local BBC TV news.
As well as the obvious blow to revenue, the snowfall also delayed the tramcar commissioning programme, as many of the trams required for service
were trapped inside the main depot complex and
could not be moved to the workshop for servicing.

Read More...

Not strictly a “Read more...”, but February 2009 was when
Tramways Monthly was born, with the very first issue being
released during the month. Known as the ‘Demo issue’, it
was just 16 pages long, and contained largely previouslyseen content, with the notable exception of a couple of
news items (including the repainting of Coronation 304),
restoration updates on Cardiff 131 and LUT 159 and a selection of photographs of trams in Lisbon and Oporto.
Issue 2 followed in early March, and this contained much
of the news from February 2009, including all of the goings-on mentioned here.

It should be noted, however, that both issues 1 and 2 are
currently unavailable due to technical difficulties, which
we hope to rectify soon!

March
The familiar sight of red & white trams running
through Croydon was becoming increasingly rare
this month, as the project to repaint the entire
Tramlink fleet in the interesting new livery of green,
white & blue made rapid progress. Car 2545 was
the very last one left in the original livery, and was
taken out of service at the close of the month for
repainting. As well as the obvious change of livery,
the tram would also be treated to an interior refresh, including re-upholstery of its seating.

Read More...

The third edition of the magazine, released in April 2010, contains much
more information on all of the stories
here, including a pictorial of the final
day in service of the final red-liveried
Tramlink vehicle, 2545.
There’s also a photo from Cardiff 131’s
first run to Town End, as well as photographs of the new liveries on Cars 645
and 709 at Blackpool.

Quote...

“I gained my Conductor’s license after several months of training... guarding Cardiff 131 on its first ever trip to
Town End” ~~ Jack Gordon, Tramways
Monthly Editor

JOHN KAYE

Also this month...

• Work finally commenced on preparing for the laying of tram rails in Prince’s Street, Edinburgh on March 24th, with the removal of the top surface from the road. This work had
actually been due to start earlier but had been put on hold at the last minute due to a
dispute, which happily was resolved quickly.
• Initial proposals for the introduction of a heritage tramway in Southampton were revealed, which would potentially enable a number of restored vintage trams to run again
in the city. Feasibility studies being conducted by students at the University of Southampton were expected to continue into 2010.
• Serious road testing of the newly restored Cardiff water car 131 at Crich commenced this
month. The tram ran to Glory Mine and back for the first time on March 16th, followed by
its first run to Town End on the 27th (guarded by Tramways Monthly Editor Jack Gordon!)
• Also at Crich, overhaul work on Metropolitan 331 was nearly complete, enabling the next
car in the overhaul programme, Leeds 180, to be lifted from its truck for attention.
• Finally, Centenary car 645 and Millennium car 709 were amongst the first new all-over
advert trams of the year in Blackpool, advertising Jet2.com and Sea Life respectively.

April

TONY WADDINGTON

Also this month...

Another significant piece of tramway history was
made on Sunday 26th April, with the first ever operation of a double-deck horse tram hauled by two
horses on a preserved tramway in Britain! The tram
to achieve this impressive feat was of course Manchester L53, the restored Eades reversible car at the
Heaton Park Tramway in Manchester. Two beautiful
white shire horses were provided by Latham Shires,
and after a couple of test journeys to familiarise both
horses and handlers with the operation of the tram, it
was decided to do a ‘real’ journey, with L53 running
in passenger service. This proved to be so succesful
that the horses then returned the following Sunday
for a full day’s operation.

• Blackpool Railcoach 679 left Rigby Road depot on the 25th, for a temporary home
at the Lancastrian Transport Trust’s premises at Brinwell Road industrial estate. Prior
to departure, the car was jacked up so that the bogies could be removed, which
resulted in some minor damage to the body panels. Once 679 arrived work commenced on stripping the car almost immediately, ready for conversion back to its
original guise as English Electric Railcoach 279, with pointed end framework.
• The announcement of the 2009 operating pools on the Blackpool system led to a
few surprises. Initially two Boat cars, 602 & 604, were both listed as mothballed, but
common sense later prevailed and both ran regularly later in the year. Railcoach
680 was also placed in store despite being in very good condition, and the loss of
this useful car led to a shortage of single-deckers on many occasions during the
spring.
• Last but by no means least, the famous illuminated Western Train 733+734 made a
triumphant return to Blackpool promenade on Wednesday 15th April. This was the
Train’s first test run following completion of a full restoration, and saw it run from the
tram depot to Little Bispham, where the new wheelchair lift was tested.

Quotes...

“...we managed a couple of firsts again – the
first operation with two horses and the first electric Tram service replacement by Horse Tram...“
~~ John Whitehouse, Operations & Commercial Manager, Heaton Park Tramway.
“Definitely the return of the magnificent Great
Western Train” ~~ Zim Flyer, Blackpool Aloud
Staff Member

“My most anticipated event of 2009 was one
that I shared with a lot of people - the return
to service of Blackpool’s illuminated Western Train” ~~ Andrew Waddington, Tramways
Monthly Assistant Editor

May
A series of events took place to commemorate
the 50th anniversary of the Crich Tramway Village;
home of the National Tramway Museum. The first
tram to arrive on site in 1959, Cardiff water car 131,
was launched by HRH the Duke of Gloucester on
20th May to coincide with this milestone. Earlier
on, 131 had been ‘delivered’ to the workshop on
a low-loader, re-enacting it’s arrival five decades
earlier. After a series of speeches, the Duke - who
is the patron of the Tramway Museum Society was invited to drive the car, before being given
a behind the scenes tour, along with other invited
guests. Other events taking place included a cavalcade of twenty trams in order of arrival at Crich
on the 24th, and a line-up of trams from British
capital cities in the depot yard. Cardiff 21, a double-deck horse car, also arrived on loan to Crich
on May 13th in order to take part in this month’s
celebrations.

Quote...

“none were as spectacular as Eades Reversible Horse Tram L53...
operating [at Beamish] for two days...L53 became the first Horse
Tram in the North East for over a Century, the first at Beamish
and the first preserved Horse Tram to operate on loan to another
heritage Tramway. Special tickets were printed and traffic arrangements all altered to give L53 priority just as any true visiting
VIP deserves. Just for the record she carried almost a thousand
passengers over the two days and carried one load of 42 and a
dog, not bad for a 24 seat car!...” ~~ John Whitehouse, Operations & Commercial Manager, Heaton Park Tramway

TONY WADDINGTON

Also this month...

• At Blackpool, the illuminated ‘Western Train’ 733+734 was officially
launched by actor Stephen Tompkinson on 14th May, with it’s first system tour for Fylde Tramway Society members following two days later.
• More history was made by Blackpool’s famous illuminated trams when
‘HMS Blackpool’ 736 made several appearances on timetabled service
for the first time ever!
• An announcement confirmed that Bombardier would be the company
responsible for constructing Blackpool’s new fleet of 16 ‘supertrams’,
which are due in service by 2012.
• Finally, Manchester horse car L53 made a brief visit to the Beamish Museum where it operated for a couple of days, for the attraction’s first
‘Power From The Past’ event. This was the first time that L53 had run in
a period street since it’s restoration, and made it the first horse tram to
operate in the North East for over a century!

June

ALAN ROBSON

Also this month...

• Manchester 765 featured in an episode of ITV soap opera Coronation
Street on June 19th as part of a storyline involving a fun run, which was
filmed at Heaton Park.
• Newly painted Blackpool Balloon car 721 sustained damage when
Centenary car 642 collided into it at Starr Gate on the 24th; the incident
was later blamed on a fault with 642’s brakes. Thankfully both trams
were quickly repaired and returned to service.
• Another Balloon in the news was car 703 - the popular tram was withdrawn due to concerns about the condition of it’s bodywork, and it’s
adverts were transferred onto sister car 712.

After being repainted over the winter, Blackpool
Coronation car 304 was re-launched on Saturday
27th June. The event was attended by Daphne
Luff - daughter of the legendary Blackpool tramway manager Walter Luff, who oversaw the introduction of many trams that are still the backbone
of the tramway operations today, as well as the
Coronation class. 304 was also one of the stars
of the annual Totally Transport event the following day which saw a superb selection of historic
trams in service. The highlight was a rare appearance from Sheffield 513, giving a chance to see
two cars built by Charles Roberts together, as illustrated above left.

Read More...

The totallyTransport event was featured in issue 6 of the
magazine, the longest issue that was released to date
and the first to feature a new design and our new blue
house colours, replacing the previous pink - what were
we thinking? The magazine’s coverage of the event was
extensive, with both of the Editors in attendance. Manchester 765’s appearance on Coronation Street was also
touched upon.

Quote...

“...I still remember riding on Boat 600 as the heavens
opened...” ~~ Jack Gordon, Tramways Monthly Editor

July
The first of a proposed fleet of 40 new Flexity class
M5000 tramcars, constructed by Bombardier for
the Manchester Metrolink network, arrived on British shores this month. The tram, numbered 3001,
travelled from Vienna via Rotterdam to Hull docks,
where it arrived on Sunday 12th July. The tram was
then delivered to Manchester as a complete unit
on a VERY long low loader under the cover of
darkness, being unloaded the next day. The tram
was already painted in the striking new Metrolink
livery of yellow and grey, and instantly drew very
favourable comparisons with the original tram
fleet there!

Read More...

Tramways Monthly issue 7 featured the new Metrolink
tram on the cover, along with futher shots inside. There
was also coverage of the Leeds horse tram at Elland
Road stadium, along with photographs from the ‘mane’
event at Crich and a feature on the tramways in the
Ukraine..

Quotes...

“Other personal highlights included...a ride along the entire Blackpool tramway on Stockport 5 in July which was
certainly a rare treat” ~~ Andrew Waddington, Tramways
Monthly Assistant Editor
“[A lowlight was] missing the ‘mane’ event at Crich Tramway Village in July...” ~~ Jack Gordon, Tramways Monthly
Editor

PAUL DERRICK

Also this month...

• A major transport festival in Leeds took place on the 19th, and featured
partially restored Leeds horse tram 107 on display to the public, ironically at a site close to where many Leeds cars where scrapped!
• The annual Enthusiast’s Tram Event at Crich provided an opportunity to
photograph the new arrival Cardiff 21 alongside three other horse cars
in the depot yard.
• There was a rare outing for Stockport 5 which performed a tour of the
entire Blackpool tramway on the 18th - possibly it’s last? However, the
tram was a notable absentee at the following day’s Fleetwood Transport Festival.
• Brush car 636 left Blackpool for good on the 28th after being sold to the
Stored Energy Technology company for further testing
• Blackpool Councillors voted in favour of constructing a new tram depot
at Starr Gate, despite howls of protest from locals, by an incredibly slim
majority.

August

TONY WADDINGTON

Also this month...

• A rather surprising but welcome development saw Blackpool Transport
introduce a public tram driving course, giving enthusiasts the chance to
drive a tram along the promenade to Fleetwood! The first choice tram
for this duty was Brush car 623, although in subsequent months a wide
variety of trams performed the role, including Twin sets, Standard 147
and even Sheffield 513! The venture proved to be a huge success despite the £350 price tag and is set to run again throughout 2010.
• Also in Blackpool, pioneer Open Boat 600 was taken into the Body Shop
for a major overhaul to commence - the first of it’s 75 year existence.
Although the tram will remain unchanged as much as is practical, it
will receive front skirt panels and low-voltage equipment as part of the
rebuild. It’s place in the running fleet was taken by Boat 604 which had
not run for over a year.

The big tram event of the month took place at
Manchester’s Museum of Science & Industry, in
the form of a major transport festival. Horse car
L53 from Heaton Park was displayed there, as was
steam tram engine ‘John Bull’ from Crich Tramway
Village. This tram paid a visit as the event incorporated a gathering of Garrett steam locomotives,
constructed at the nearby Beyer Peacock works,
where the steam tram was built and was later
used a works shunter. There was even a homecoming for the tram which briefly returned to the
works premises on the 17th, as part of a planned
photo shoot en route back to Crich, although it
was somewhat upstaged by a Beyer tank engine!

Read More...

We documented John Bull and L53’s trip to the Manchester Museum of Science and Industry in Issue 8 September 2009, and you can read more and view a
variety of photographs in that edition.

It also includes photographs from Stockport 5’s system tour, the Tram Sunday event and a preview on
the Blackpool Illuminations.
The edition also contained the details of the very first
Tramways Monthly and British Trams Online tram tour,
‘So Long Starr Gate’, which was due to run on the 6th
September - the last day of traditional tram operation to Starr Gate - utilising Blackpool Boxcar 40.

September
With little warning, the southern end of the Blackpool tramway was closed until 2012 after service
on Sunday the 6th, with all trams terminating at
Pleasure Beach from the next day. This was to allow track renewal and preparations for the new
depot construction to start. The final weekend was
fairly unremarkable with double-deckers on all
timetabled services, and few enthusiasts around.
However, the last night saw Tramways Monthly
team up with British Trams Online for a special tour
to mark this historic occasion, which resulted in
Standard 147 working the last departure from Starr
Gate loop before closure.

Quote...

“my tram highlight of the entire year involved a humble
Blackpool ‘Standard’ car [on the TM/BTO organised tour]
to commemorate the last day of trams running to Starr
Gate before closure...although there was an initial disapointment as were given Standard 147 in place of ‘Box’
car 40, this was more than made up for by the fact that
we were allowed the honour of being the last departure
from Starr Gate. The memory of that last speedy run to
Starr Gate and back will stay with me for a long time, and
that moment proved to me just what can be achieved
if you put your mind to it. The wonderful feedback I received on that night helped to make this one of the most
rewarding things that I’ve ever done” ~~ Andrew Waddington, Tramways Monthly Assistant Editor

ANDREW WADDINGTON

Also this month...

• After switching on the Blackpool illuminations, Alan Carr hosted his Radio 2 show from the top deck of ‘Princess Alice’ 706 on Saturday September 5th.
• In London, Tramlink car 2534 returned home after undergoing repairs to
collision damage elsewhere for approximately one year.
• There seemed to be a recurring theme of accidents this month; on the
Great Orme cable tramway in North Wales, cars 6 and 7 collided, a
tram hit a bus in Dublin, and Millennium car 724 ran into the path of
Bolton 66 due to incorrectly set points on the first evening of the 2009
Blackpool illuminations.

October
The ever-popular Wirral Bus & Tram Show took
place at Birkenhead on the 4th of the month, and
as usual an intensive tram service was operated.
However, a chain of events led to all six available
trams being used, instead of the advertised four.
First Liverpool 762 came out of service after experiencing wheelspin issues, and then Birkenhead
20 followed suit as the weather took a turn for the
worse. The two replica Hong Kong cars 69 and 70
were duly called on to work for most of the day,
alongside Wallasey 78 and Lisbon 730.
GARETH PRIOR

Also this month...

• Former Blackpool resident Boat 606 was sold this month, ending a period
of uncertainty regarding it’s future. The tram had been shipped to the
USA in 2000 but after the museum where it lived closed, it was acquired
by the National Capital Trolley Museum in Maryland.
• Trackwork commenced at Crich Town End, which saw all service cars
turn short at the Red Lion for the last few weeks of the season. This work
was to replace the worn set of points which had been in place since the
‘60s after being purchased from Sheffield.
• Sad news was the scrapping of Blackpool Balloon 722 which had been
stored with collision damage for a few years. It became only the second
Balloon car ever to be scrapped.
• On a more positive note, the Lancastrian Transport Trust gave Brush car
632 and Balloon 703 a secure future.

Read More...

The news about the scrapping of 722 was hard to not to
miss, with it being covered on page 4 of the November
2009 edition of the magazine in detail. We also covered
briefly the above story about the Birkenhead tramway’s
Tram and Bus show.
We included the news of the preservation of Balloon 703
and Brush 632 on a special “Stop Press!” sheet, featuring
a brief rundown on each of the cars as well as a selection of photographs.

November
The final weekend of the Blackpool illuminations
season was more significant than usual in 2009;
not only did the tramway close for winter, but it
marked the end of traditional tramway services
through Fleetwood, as the section of line was being closed for upgrading to light rail standards. The
last day of any trams running to the northern terminus was Sunday the 8th, and a series of tram tours
took place to mark the end of an era. The highlight was undoubtedly Brush car 627’s first outing
since 2004; it had been the last tram to run from
Fleetwood to North Station, making it an inspired
choice to be the last tram to leave the Ferry terminus in the early hours of the Monday morning.

Read More...

Brush car 634 was the cover star of the December 2009
edition of the magazine, covering the November period,
whilst Brush 627 graced the front of the ‘Farewell to Fleetwood’ supplement that was also released.
Included in the main mag was a pictorial of car 634 and
a selection of the livieries that is had carried over the
years, along with the news that Boat 605 had become
the first Boat car to be preserved in the UK and coverage from the Heaton Park Leeds’s event, marking 50
years since the system’s closure. Much of the November
2009 edition of Tramways Monthly was also given over to
this system.
The supplement included a full run-down of the F2F
events.

ALAN ROBSON

Also this month...

• November 8th was also a busy day in Manchester, where the Heaton
Park Tramway paid tribute to Leeds transport to mark 50 years since
that city’s tramway closed. Manchester horse tram L53 was even disguised as a Leeds car for the occasion, and looked superb in it’s temporary yellow and brown livery!
• On Monday the 9th, Brush car 634 left Blackpool for a new home with
the Rushden Historical Transport Society, where limited restoration work
commenced on the tram interior almost immediately.
• Boat car 605 joined the collection of the Lancastrian Transport Trust.
• Finally, actress Billie Piper visited Crich to film scenes for the filming of a
TV adaptation of Kay Mellor’s ‘A Passionate Woman’. The shoot also
featured Leeds 180 and Metropolitan 331, which was disguised as a
Leeds Feltham tram.

December
A launch ceremony was held on the 21st to celebrate the entry into service of the first of the new
Manchester Metrolink trams. This was attended by
famous record producer and rail enthusiast Pete
Waterman. Oddly however, some of the new class
had already been used in service prior to the official launch! It would also be fair to say that the
ability of the cars to cope with the British climate
was put to the test right from the word go, as their
first few weeks of service were greeted with heavy
snowfalls in the city, and indeed across the country.
LIGHT RAIL UK

Also this month...

• Work to modify several Blackpool Balloon trams for continued use postupgrade got well underway this month. Blackpool Borough Council have
insisted that any trams being retained for use on the core service must
be compatible with the loading platforms to be erected at tram stops;
hence various rebuilt cars are now receiving widened centre platforms
and modified doors that can be controlled from the driver’s cab. Sadly,
car 700 was one of the first to be stripped for attention in spite of it being
regarded by many as a tram of great historic importance.
• After being awarded grant funding to refresh their Exhibition Hall, work
at Crich Tramway Village saw the previous exhibition cleared to make
space for new exhibits. Meanwhile, the Outside Works team continued
to focus on the Town End track renewal project.
• The Birkenhead tramway’s future was finally secured this month when
Merseytravel announced that they would take over operation of the
line from Wirral Council, as well as supporting other local amenities.

Read More...

It was hard to escape December’s snow fall, leading to
it taking over the majority of the January 2010 edition of
Tramways Monthly - twenty-two pages of the white stuff!
We also covered the launch of the new Metrolink trams,
as well as all of the other news that is covered here.

Quote...

“We had no break in 2009 and the winter service started
straight away at the end of October. It was a bit of a surprise to have to abandon the last day of the year due to
heavy snow. Not even 2 coupled Trams could move it! But
what tremendous photos we took, just wait for this year’s
Christmas card range. “ ~~ John Whitehouse, Operations
& Commercial Manager, Heaton Park Tramway

2009 Personal Highlights

2009 will probably mean something different to every single tram enthusiast out there, such were the scale and variety of the many events
that took place during the year. You’ve already seen some snippets of
them in our ‘month-by-month’ review above, and in this section we’ve
got the whole interviews and comments from a variety of people with
a connection to tramways and light rail - both professional and as an
interest.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all those that have contributed to this part of ‘The Review’, and if any other readers would like
to share their 2009 thoughts and experiences please get in contact
with us at info@tramways-monthly.com and we will publish some in future editions of the magazine as space permits.

So, where does 2009 start for me? It’s probably a cold,
January day when I made my first visit to the workshop
at Crich to volunteer. The trams weren’t running, but
there was much to do to get them ready for the season ahead, as well as continuing work on the cars that
were being overhauled at the time – MET 331 nearing
the end and Leeds 180 at the start. That day involved
getting extremely greasy removing lifeguards and
other equipment from underneath 180, in preparation
for its ‘lift’ the next weekend – co-incidentally my second trip to the museum’s workshop and a day that was spent washing Blackpool 40!

Jack Gordon

Tramways Monthly Editor

It’s safe to say that the majority of my tramway time was spent at Crich throughout 2009, and so that’s also where most of the year’s highlights come from.
In early March – after the museum finally opened after the heavy snow-fall – I gained my Conductor’s license after several months of training, ‘training’ on
Glasgow 22 in the morning before conducting Leeds 399 solo in the afternoon. A week or so later and it was time for a full day’s duty on Sheffield 74! Traffic
duties though were somewhat sporadic throughout 2009, with the majority of my voluntary time being spent in the workshop. My biggest Crich highlights
were undoubtedly guarding Cardiff 131 on its first ever trip to Town End (While the car was displayed here for many years it had never run at Crich), driving
Cardiff 131 during the Crich50 celebrations and guarding Cardiff 131 when we used it to shunt the steam tram engine John Bull. It certainly did seem that I
was following 131 about on its travels! The rest of the Crich50 celebrations should also get a mention – my first Enthusiasts’ event since 2005 that I actually got
a decent look at the demic cars on display, as well as the rest of the action. I was part of the Workshop team making it happen, crewing Sheffield 330 in the
24-car-long cavalcade during the event. This was also followed with an enjoyable day on Chesterfield 7 on the Monday of the second May Bank Holiday
weekend, when the celebrations were held. I will take this moment to thank all of the workshop team in general for giving me such a memorable 2009, and
I hope that the same will happen in 2010!
Crich wasn’t my only area for visitation in 2009, when I also made my first (And second, and third!) trips to Blackpool – something that i’m now really glad I
did. The first was at totallyTransport in June, arguably the best time nowadays to make a first visit! I still remember riding on Boat 600 as the heavens opened
– what is it with me and open cars and the weather?! Sheffield 513, Standard 147 and Vanguard 619 were also all highlights, and it is my only regret that I
missed out on Coronation 304. I also made my first trip to Fleetwood – something that at the time I regretted as it took a considerable chunk out of the day,
however something I am now grateful of as my subsequent trip would be part of the ‘Farewell to Fleetwood’ events in very different circumstances!
Sticking with Blackpool then (and it should be noted in January I planned to only make the one trip!), trip 2 was a wet and miserable October day. It took six
hours to get there after several motorway closures, and when I did arrive there was very little time for trams, only managing to get to Little Bispham on Twin set
5 (It was planned to go to Thornton Gate on 717, but the gen came through that a twin was out, and you know me and my twins by now!). I’m glad I made
this day as it had the largest output for many a year with most of the operational fleet out, as well as a wide variety of cars out on the Illuminated tours. It
was, however, pipped to the claim of busiest day of the year just a week later, when just about everything that could run ran, including the rare appearance
of Stockport 5 on Illumination tours and, later, normal specials! The final trip to Blackpool was on the 8th November – the very last day of traditional trams to
Fleetwood. I’d opted to take part in ‘Tour D’, utilising Balloon 706 and Twin set 3. I won’t be forgetting the quick trip to Thornton on the top deck of 706, nor
the after-dark return on the top from Thornton to Pleasure Beach for an Illuminations tour, in a hurry! An open car, in November!?!?
The lowlights of 2009 are, unfortunately, also in abundance. Missing the ‘mane’ event at Crich Tramway Village in June, not getting to Birkenhead, Beamish or
Heaton Park despite saying I would but, most of all, the coming-to-an-end of nearly 125 years of Blackpool’s tram system, as the upgrade works commence
and the tramway changes forever. Don’t get me wrong, I’m all for the upgrade as it will allow the tramway to remain for future generations to sample its
history (and the retained heritage cars), but it is slightly sad considering that I am so new to the tram scene and made only my first trip at the beginning of
the end! Nevertheless, 2010 is still looking to be a spectacular year for the tramway, and I hope that we will also see many, many more tram preservations,
instead of them meeting the same fate as Balloon 722. We’ve already had Brushes 632 and 634, Balloon 703 and Boat 605 – what will it be next?
Here’s to 2010 – a year that unarguably looks set to go down in the history books as the biggest post-preservation tramway year EVER.

A year ago, my expectations for 2009 tramwise were not all that great to be honest. 2010 was seen as 'the big tram year',
and as such I had no real expectations for
the preceding months. How wrong can
you be!? As it was, 2009 was an absolutely spectacular year and provided some
ofmy most memorable tram moments
to date; so here are my thoughts on just a few of my personal highlights.

Andrew Waddington
Tramways Monthly Assistant Editor

My most anticipated event of 2009 was one that I shared with a lot of people - the return to service of Blackpool's illuminated
Western Train, and I was lucky enough to ride on it's very first tour to Fleetwood on May 16th. After so much doubt being cast
over the future of this wonderful creation, it was wonderful to be able to enjoy a ride on it again, and it really does look better
than ever before!
Many readers may know that I have a soft spot for the heritage tramway at Heaton Park, Manchester, and their Eades reversible horse tram L53 in particular. 2009 was another brilliant year for this tram, and I feel very lucky to have been able to share
it's journey. Some people make a habit of stalking their favourite pop stars, but last year I followed L53 around on it's travels
instead! The highlight was seeing the car operate at Beamish Museum, a very memorable occasion, although it was also
fantastic to see it hauled by two beautiful white horses at Heaton Park. Another major highlight for me was the Leeds event
in November when L53 became a Leeds horse car, and looked superb!
However, my tram highlight of the entire year involved a humble Blackpool 'Standard' car. My involvement with 'Tramways Monthly' enabled me to do something I would never have imagined not so long ago; the chance to be involved in organising a private
tram tour! The tour in question was of course our effort to commemorate the last day of trams running to Starr Gate before closure
for upgrading; although there was an initial disapointment as were given Standard 147 in place of 'Box' car 40, this was more than
made up for by the fact that we were allowed the honour of being the last departure from Starr Gate. The memory of that last
speedy run to Starr Gate and back will stay with me for a long time, and that moment proved to me just what can be achieved
if you put your mind to it. The wonderful feedback I received on that night helped to make this one of the most rewarding things
that I've ever done, and now I for one am looking forward to the next 'Tramways Monthly' event; watch this space!
Other personal highlights included the Crich 50th anniversary events in May, a ride along the entire Blackpool tramway on Stockport 5 in July which was certainly a rare treat, and also a VIP tour of Rigby Road depot in September. Phew! All of that would normally make 2009 very hard to follow, but based on what has been announced so far, I have every confidence that 2010 will be
even better.

John Whitehouse

So where were we 12 months ago? Blackpool and Crich
were closed and Heaton Park was half way through
the first ever winter public operation, still recovering
from the monumental success of ‘Works Car Day.’ We
drove Trams through everything the winter weather had
to offer and we had a good number of visitors which
deemed the winter operation to be a success and a permanent feature of the Tramway. As Easter approached
and Blackpool reopened who would have thought that
2009 would have seen some Trams operate for the last
time? A number of Tramway events were on around the country, but arguably none were as spectacular as Eades Reversible Horse Tram L53 not only visiting
Beamish but also operating for two days. The photo charter on Friday morning was phenomenal and afforded some wonderful period shots. L53 became the
first Horse Tram in the North East for over a Century, the first at Beamish and the first preserved Horse Tram to operate on loan to another heritage Tramway.
Special tickets were printed and traffic arrangements all altered to give L53 priority just as any true visiting VIP deserves. Just for the record she carried almost
a thousand passengers over the two days and carried one load of 42 and a dog, not bad for a 24 seat car! (admittedly most of them were very small children before you panic about genuine Victorian overcrowding).

Heaton Park Tramway Operations
& Commercial Manager

2009 saw Heaton Park Tramway host its first multi event year. May had begun with a new Horse team from Latham Shires of Atherton trying out L53, a very
successful partnership which will continue for many years. On the trial Sunday we managed a couple of firsts again – the first operation with two horses and
the first electric Tram service replacement by Horse Tram (even if it was for only one journey). Manchester 60 saw Leeds 6 dressed up in wartime guise and a
display of Manchester Trams, whilst Transport in Art saw a number of guest artists exhibit their wares. L53 ran on both days. The now annual models exhibition
was a roaring success and saw the depot busy all day. The final event of the year was Leeds Day (possibly the most adventurous to date) which unfortunately
clashed with farewell Fleetwood but it was too late to change the date. Guest buses from Keighley Bus Museum operated a service and L53 had a quick
partial repaint into Leeds livery as number 57. Not many people know that the 2 other attractions for the day we had to abandon were 6 with Bow collector
and a replica Steam Tram which went as far as the costing and approval stage! I’m really glad that we held this event because no one else did and it was
a real privilege to be able to operate the genuine last Leeds Tram (6 was the last on any street in Leeds, even if not under its own power).
We had no break in 2009 and the winter service started straight away at the end of October. It was a bit of a surprise to have to abandon the last day of
the year due to heavy snow. Not even 2 coupled Trams could move it! But what tremendous photos we took, just wait for this year’s Christmas card range.
Not all the events were tremendously well attended but everyone who came enjoyed themselves and proved that Heaton Park Tramway could do it just as
well as other museums (some kind visitors even suggested better than some other enthusiast events, but modesty forbids me from commenting!) and proved
what a tremendous team we have at Heaton Park and its here that I really need to shout out a big THANK YOU to everyone there and a big shout out to
all the visitors – yes that’s you reading this - THANKS FOR VISITING. You can tell people have enjoyed themselves when there are photos on the internet and
youtube videos before you’ve even got home! Now, how to top that for 2010? The construction of the new extension to Lakeside, 3 visiting trams, Beamish
196, Blackpool 619 and 706, 6 operating at Beamish, 765 in Blackpool and a celebration of all things Blackpool to end the year with buses, illuminations and
a one weekend only Tram visit . . .oh and that’s not to mention the whole thing kicking off in March with the Tramway’s 30th birthday. By the time you read
this there may also have been an announcement about some other vehicles we may have plans for . . . . . and just you wait until we reveal the plans for 2011
Can I pick a personal favourite Tram moment from 2009? Very difficult to choose, but I think it has to be tied between attending a birthday party on 717 on
the Friday evening before Fleetwood closed, having a lights failure at Broadwater, crossing over and doing Fleetwood again – priceless! However, none
can compare to being crowded around a small television in the Beamish Mary and seeing L53 coming through the Beamish Street, squeezed between
Tyne Tees news and the weather, suddenly all the hard work was worthwhile!

A rather strange year for me as at the start
of the year I had no plans of becoming the
owner of Brush Car 634 yet as the year ended I find that I have my very own Blackpool
Tram which I am now progressively restoring.

Andy Ashton
Owner of Brush car 634

Although I am a relatively new tram
enthusiast I feel that 2009 will go down for me as a special year not only as it is the year that I purchased my own piece
of history but also because of the changes afoot in Blackpool. For me highlights (or lowlights) of 2009 were: the return to
service of ‘The Western Train’, the end of services to both Starr Gate and Fleetwood for redevelopment which means that
many cars made their last trips to these locations, the end of ‘Tram Sunday’ and ‘Totally Transport’ as we know them and
the very surreal events of the 8th and early hours of 9th November on the Fylde Coast that were only enhanced by the
mist that fell during the night. Obviously all of those events are relating to Blackpool which obviously is not the only place to
find trams, as the systems around the country develop we must not forget the preservation aspect of trams and tramways.
I managed to enjoy the delights of both Carlton Colville and Birkenhead where not only the standard of restoration are
superb but the volunteers are outstandingly friendly.
But for me my main highlight has to be the arrival of 634 at Rushden and the enjoyment that I have gained in learning about
the construction of the car and how to dismantle it!
Looking forward into 2010 I think that things in Blackpool will never be the same again where many cars that are simply part
of the furniture will either have moved on to a new life elsewhere or be unable to travel to various parts of the network. I
hope that the September Celebrations make a mark in history but I do believe that 2009 will be the year that people recall
as the last where things were normal! In 2010 I am hoping to rebuild number 1 end of 634 whilst leaving number 2 end as
purchased for now. During the summer time I intend to work on the outside of the car and once satisfied that all weather
proofing work has been done then she will find herself wearing a fresh coat of Green and Cream.
You can keep up to speed with developments on 634 at my fotopic site at http://brushcar634.fotopic.net/

Zim Flyer

Blackpool Aloud Staff Member

• What are your thoughts on the current developments occurring on the tramway in Blackpool?
Very exciting, it’s the biggest development to hit the
tram line since the closures of the early 1960’s. I personally hope it’s just the start and that the upgraded
tram line will give us the backbone of a system that
can be extended to at the very least Blackpool North
Railway Station.

• In particular, what do you think about the depot at Starr Gate, and the new Light Rail Vehicles?
I am in favour of both, I thought it highly irresponsible of the Starr Gate Residents Association to put the tram upgrade at risk just so some of the
privileged few could retain their sea view. A lot of people said it should be sited elsewhere but without getting a Transport & Works Act Order,
there were so few places that it could be built and from the designs I’ve seen it looks great.
As regards the new Light Rail Vehicles they look great and I hope will lead to further regeneration via private investment in Blackpool especially
with some of the hotels on the Prom just past the Central Pier area. Apart from their appearance the biggest gain though is the help they will
provide to the disabled, elderly and families with young children.
• Do you think that these developments are best for the Fylde coast, or should it remain a heritage system using heritage tramcars?
No there is a place for the heritage trams and we will still see them in the summer and illuminations but first and foremost the tram line should be
about public transport and encouraging the local residents who live along the route to use it, which is why it’s very important that once the system is built, they get the pricing structure right in order to entice a lot of the residents.
• Do you have any strong views on the Talbot Gateway development? Is it lacking anything?
At the moment, anyone entering or leaving Blackpool by public transport gets a terrible impression of Blackpool because of sheer ugliness of
buildings in the area. In hindsight they should never have demolished the old Blackpool North Station. So yes I’m massively in favour of it, I would
like to see the Talbot Road Bus station demolished and the tram line extended to Blackpool North. A good way of achieving this would be to get
a soft loan from the European Investment Bank and build the line. I’ve always said that for Blackpool to regain it’s crown it must rediscover the
Victorian “can do” attitude of it’s forefathers and that involves not settling for second best and to build big.
• Cleveleys currently has it's own terminating service on the tramway, and post 2012 this service will probably be in the hands of the upgraded
Balloon trams. However, it's reliability and being able to keep to service has not always been the best - what are your thoughts on this, and, if it's
so hard to keep to timetable, is it a service really worth keeping?
I’m all in favour of a direct Cleveley’s service, what I would be tempted to add considering it’s main residential corridor is a tram that just runs
from Fleetwood to Cleveleys and back to encourage more people to use that part of the line.
• What was your biggest highlight of 2009?
Definitely the return of the magnificent Great Western Train
• Do you have any predictions for 2010?
Yes, it will be a very busy year for Blackpool and tram passenger numbers will increase with it.

2009 Blackpool Advert liveries

As you’ve already seen throughout this publication, there were several new liveries appearing on Blackpool’s tramcars during the 2009
season. We finish our Review of 2009 with a special pictorial depicting
each of the new advert liveries to appear on the tramway during the
year. Enjoy!

762 was launched in this promotional livery for Re: Blackpool
by The Stig from Top Gear early in 2009. Here, it is shown in
normal service near Foxhall Square during June. Jack Gordon

Early in 2009, car 709 was treated to a new design for the
Sea Life Centre, and then saw regular use throughout the
season. Here we see it terminating at Starr Gate on the final
weekend of trams running to this location, before closure
for upgrading. Andrew Waddington

645 shows off its then new advert livery for Jet2.com as it
approaches the Tower bridge - demolished soon after - at
last year’s Totally Transport event. Jack Gordon

Probably the most striking new advertisement livery applied
to a Blackpool tram in the last couple of years was this stunning black and gold design for the famous Pleasure Beach
on Balloon car 721, which was unveiled in May. The tram
is shown near its advertisers premises on a beautiful sunny
day at the start of the 2009 illuminations. Andrew Waddington

In May 2009, Millennium car 724 became the first tram to
lose a Metro Coastlines livery when it received this blue design for the Lyndene Hotel. Here the tram is seen, appropriately enough, heading towards the premises of its advertisers! Jack Gordon

After operating for over a year in a plain yellow livery, Centenary car 647 became the sixth and final new advert car
of 2009 in July when it received advertising vinyls for the
discount chain store B & M Bargains. This photo shows the
tram - still retaining its yellow ends - at Pleasure Beach in
September. Andrew Waddington

Final Word

2009 was never going to be a massive year in the world of tramways - how could it when the
150th anniversary of the tram, 125th anniversary of the
Blackpool tramway and many other smaller anniversaries
were in the very next year? However, one thing is for certain - it was much bigger than anyone expected it to be
back in January 2009!
We hope that you have enjoyed this fairly brief look back
over the events of the last twelve months, and like to think
that it will also serve as a record to look back on in years
to come. 2009 will probably be remembered as “the beginning of the end” for Blackpool’s trams - the fleet began
to be dispersed and the outer terminii closed. The photograph of Balloon 712 on the right - a
once commonplace scene - was no more at the close
of the tramway for the winter period - the Tower bridge
was demolished earlier on in the year, whilst 712 was
withdrawn and donated to the National tram collection
at Crich.
Finally, one of the important trams that we neglected
to cover in this review was Cardiff horse car 21, which
spent the year on loan to Crich. On the left is a photograph of the car on the museum’s traverser, that was
taken on 24th May during the Crich50 celebrations.
(All photos on this page: Jack Gordon)

The Snaefell Mountain Railway
The Snaefell Mountain Railway
opens for the season on
Saturday 24 April
Why not take the opportunity to take a trip to the top of the
Island. There are regular departures from Laxey Station with
connecting Manx Electric Railway Trams and Bus Vannin
Services.
Refreshments are available from the Laxey Station Café and
Snaefell Summit Hotel, but remember to take your coat and
wrap up warm as it can be quite chilly during the early part of
the season!
We look forward to seeing you during the season.
The Snaefell Mountain Railway operates daily from Saturday
24th April to Sunday 3rd October (subject to weather
conditions).
Further information can be obtained by:

Telephone: 01624 662525
Email:
heritagerailways@gov.im
Websites:
www.gov.im/tourism
www.iombusandrail.info

• The Snaefell Mountain Railway has a 3' 6"
gauge incorporating the "Fell" centre rail
braking system and is powered by overhead
wires carrying 550 volts DC. The line which is
approximately 5 miles long was constructed in
just seven months and opened in 1895.
• Leaving Laxey the Snaefell line climbs up an
average gradient of 1 in 12 on its way to the
Summit which is over 2000ft above sea level.
• There is one intermediate stop on the Snaefell
Mountain Railway which is at the Bungalow
where the track crosses the world famous Isle
of Man TT Races Course.
• From the Summit, on a clear day, you can get
a spectacular view of seven kingdoms which
are Mann, England, Ireland, Scotland, Wales,
Heaven and Sea.

