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Welcome!

Hello and welcome to the - as ever - much delayed
November edition of Tramways Monthly! Inside this
edition of the magazine we conclude our coverage of the Blackpool 125 events, with a closer look
at the Rigby Road Open Day and the vintage trams
that were operating in the resort for Anniversary
week. We also have our ‘breakdown table’ that
was promised and mentioned in these columns
last time round but got omitted(!) from the finished
October edition.
If that’s not enough, we’ve also got details of ‘The
Great Blackpool Tram Poll’ that we are running over
the next couple of months, the second part of our
semi-regular ‘Free Range Trams’ series of articles,
and a review of a new book on London’s trams enjoy!
Sticking with the London theme, the big news for
me during the period covered by this magazine was
my trip to the London Transport Museum’s depot at
Acton Town - which I am pictured standing outside
in the photograph on the right! Photographs of my
trip to Acton are being saved for a future edition
of the magazine, but the experience itself was
one that I really enjoyed - particularly seeing two
London trams and fulfilling my other passion which
is London Transport in general! In connection with
my visit to the main museum at Covent Garden it
also gave me several ideas of ways that Crich can
improve it’s visitor experience, though there wasn’t
really anything I hadn’t mentioned before Hey-ho!
Moving on, I am sure that you will by now have all
noticed the rather large omission from this edition
of the magazine, which is the recent Blackool Day
event that was held at Manchester’s Heaton Park
tramway. This will be appearing in the December
edition of the magazine next time round, which, as
http://www.tramways-monthly.com

Traffic Notes
ever, will hopefully be bringing us
more up to date! Though, of course,
I have no idea when it will actually
be released, but it will be soon! Ish.
However more on that next time, of
course!
Back to the edition, and it really is a
wealth of news and variety this time
round, and for me perhaps the most
exciting story - and also featuring
on our front cover - has been the
repainting of Sheffield Supertram
120 into an approximation of the
original Sheffield Corporation colour
back in October, and has run in that
condition since. It is intended for
these to only remain until the end
of the year, so if you’ve not yet seen it and want to
my personal advice would be to go as quick as you
can as it obviously hasn’t got that long left! There’s
also news of a great year for the Snaefell Mountain
Railway - a system rarely covered in these pages and it is pleasing to report positively about this tramway after seeing so much negative press about it
and the other Isle of Man systems elsewhere. We’ve
still got coverage from this year’s Manx Transport
Festival to come as well, and so please keep an eye
out for that during early 2011!
Anyway, as I draw to the end of this edition’s
ramblings, I just want to thank everyone for baring
with us throughout 2010 (in the event that we don’t
manage another one this side of New Year!) and
for continuing to support us despite a rather dire
service at some points in the year! I hope that you
all have a very merry Christmas and a happy New
Year, and are looking ahead to 2011 with as much
excitement as I am - apart from anything else, Tramways Monthly is entering it’s third year!
Just to finish off: I understand that I have had lots of
emails from readers over the past couple of months,
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and I have been rather rubbish in replying to them
- sorry! I plan to sit down over the Christmas period
- possibly Christmas Day itself! - and reply to every
single one sent, so again, please bare with me and
if you’ve not got a reply by New Year then I would
appreciate it if you could send your email again as I
might well have accidentally missed it.
Here’s to 2011!
Happy reading, and a very merry Christmas and
happy New Year!

Jack Gordon
Jack Gordon - 25/12/10
editor@tramways-monthly.com

Front Cover Caption

Sheffield Supertram 120 calls at Cricket In Road in Sheffield with a depot to Malin Bridge service on the 14th
October 2010. It is carrying a special commemorative
livery to mark the 50th anniversary since the closure of
the original Sheffield system in 1960. More information
is contained in the news story on page 5. Jason Cross
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Latest News

1990s livery for Brush 634

p What a beauty! 634 at Rushden, looking immaculate in 1990s fleet livery complete
with old-style destination blinds. Andy Ashton

NYMR
NYMR : A Decade
of Steam
A Decade of Steam

The North Yorksh
ire Moors Railway
is one of Britain’s
most travelled
steam railways, carryin
g over 300,000
passengers a year.

N
YMR
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Decade of Ste

am
Over 35
Charting the steam action on the NYMR
locos
featured
between 2000 and 2009, this 100 minute long
DVD programme features over 35 different in 100 minutes
steam locomotives hard at work on the line.
The engines featured include: GWR 3440 City of Truro, 4277
and 6619. SR 825, 32678, 34028 Eddystone, 34081 92 Squadron
and 34101 Hartland. LMS 44767 George Stephenson, 45212,
45407, 49395 and 53809. LNER 60007 Sir Nigel Gresley, 60009
10 years
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action
Union of South Africa, 60019 Bittern, 60163 Tornado, 60532 Blue
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75029, 76079 and 90775. Running time: 100 minutes
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The 18-miles of its
own railway from
Pickering to Grosm
ont, together with
the short section over
the National Rail
Network from Grosm
ont to Whitby,
provides challenges
for the locomotive
and outstanding views
for the passenger.
This programme charts
the steam
action on the railway
between 2000 and
2009, covering the
variety of locomotives
that have worked the
‘Moors’ line in that
time, together with
their history.
Filmed entirely over
the ten year
period, the program
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engines with over
35 different steam
locomotives seen hard
at work. An inform
ed, but unobtrusive
commentary allows
the viewer to see and
hear the fleet in action.
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The programme also
has the ability to
turn the narration
off, leaving the viewer
to enjoy the pure sounds
of steam.

Narration Switchable
Running Time: Appro
ximately 100 minute
s
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and the remainder of the body
painted cream. Although this isn’t
strictly accurate to the tram as 634
never had the green skirting panels,
it is certainly a brilliant paint job and
it is particularly good to see a Brush
car restored in a livery that many
younger enthusiasts will be able to
remember well, and also one that
had not been represented by any
preserved car up to now.
The appearance of the
tram has been further enhanced
by the addition of chrome strips on
its bumpers and the original fleet
numbers above its centre platform
doors. More recently the tram has
received the typical black fleet
numbers of the period represented
by its livery, along with the famous
Blackpool Transport ‘Tower and
waves’ logo stickers. Thanks must go
to BTS at this point for kindly allowing
Andy to reproduce this logo, and
also to the Fylde Tramway Society
who funded this part of the project.
Whilst it may seem like a very small
detail, it really has put the icing on
the cake and makes an already
impressive tram look even better!
A few minor jobs remain to
be completed on 634’s exterior but
it is anticipated that work on restoring the interior will recommence
shortly. Bearing that in mind that
Andy has carried out much of the
work on the tram himself with little
help, he deserves to be congratulated on what is a first class job indeed 634 looks so good that any
museum would surely be proud to
have it on display! AW

NYMR
A Decade of Stea

Almost a year after leaving Blackpool for a new life in preservation,
Blackpool Brush Railcoach 634 has
undergone a radical transformation
and is now looking magnificent following a full exterior repaint.
Regular readers of Tramways
Monthly will know that transport enthusiast Andy Ashton bought 634 last
year and moved it to the premises
of the Rushden Historical Transport
Society, where he has been working hard to restore the tram since it
arrived there last November.
Over the winter months and
leading into spring, work was focussed on restoring one saloon of
the car - the second will be dealt
with over the coming winter. This
involved stripping down a large
amount of woodwork to remove
layers of paint, and this has now
been varnished and looks excellent.
Other work has included replacement of the ceiling panels, which
revealed the quarter glasses which
had been covered up for many
years, and work on the swing-over
seats.
As the hours of daylight grew
longer and the weather became
milder, work was switched to the
exterior of the tram. After initially
receiving a coat of green aircraft
paint as an undercoat, the car has
been superbly painted in the 1990s
style of Blackpool green & cream
fleet livery. There were several different variations of this livery style, and
the one that Andy has chosen is the
most commonly used variant, incorporating black window surrounds
and a green skirt, with a green roof

Whitby

ON SALE NOW n New DVD release
The DVD can also be purchased from NYMR Mail Order on 01751 476559

£14.95
post free

Railway Herald Publishing

Trade Enquiries Welcome
PO Box 252, Scunthorpe, North Lincolnshire. DN17 2WY
Tel: 01904 500175. Order by post, phone or online!
Also available to pre-order on the web at www.rhpublishing.co.uk Credit & Debit cards welcome. E&OE
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Sheffield Supertram goes back in
time!
Sheffield Supertram 120 has
received a most interesting
repaint to commemorate the
fiftieth anniversary of the closure of Sheffield’s first generation tramway.
The famous farewell
procession in Sheffield took
place on 8th October 1960,
and featured several trams
which still survive in preservation.
120 has received a
very attractive rendition of
the cream and blue livery
carried by the Sheffield trams
- most famously the 1950s
Roberts cars - towards the
end of their working lives. Although the shades of cream
and blue used are not strictly

accurate, Stagecoach still
deserve a pat on the back
for this very imaginative idea,
which is a nice reference to
the city’s rich tramway heritage.
Indeed, they are the
only tramway operator to do
anything to mark this occasion; perhaps surprisingly the
anniversary went by largely
unnoticed at Crich Tramway
Village, home to the actual
‘Last Tram’, Sheffield 510. This
car is currently out of service
awaiting a slot in the workshop.
However, sister car 513
was in use several times at
Blackpool, prior to the winter
closure of that tramway. AW

http://www.tramways-monthly.com

TSO launch new website

The Tramcar Sponsorship Organisation (TSO) has
become the latest organisation to get a web
presence, following the recent launch of a brand
new website.
The TSO, which was formed back in 1961,
has supported many trams in the ownership of
the Tramway Museum Society over the years, and
has raised a huge amount of money to both acquire cars for the National Collection and indeed
to return them to working service. Past projects
have included a new axle for Blackpool 167 and
new seat upholstery for Leeds 180, as well as the
comprehensive restorations of Chesterfield 7,
Leeds 345 and Cardiff 131, amongst others.
This new website - a first for the TSO - features information on trams that have benefitted
from TSO money, as well as a brief history of the
organisation, details on future projects and how
you can become a member and/or contribute
towards a current appeal. It is due to be updated over the coming months with much more
information, and you can access the new site at
http://tramcarsponsorship.org/. JG
5

pt Supertram 120 shows off its new rendition
of the original Sheffield Corporation livery on
Infirmary Road in Sheffield on the 16th October,
whilst operating a Middlewood to Meadowhall
yellow route service. This somewhat attractive
livery - and a great example of ‘what might
have been! - is only expected to be retained
until the end of the year. Jason Cross
p The interior of Supertram 120 has seen the
addition of this simple yet effective commemorative poster to each of the advertising panels.
The poster lists three key tramway dates in
Sheffield, along with an artist’s render of the
specially liveried tramcar and a photograph of
Sheffield’s Last Tram, no. 510 which is currently
out of service awaiting an ovehaul at Crich.
Jason Cross
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Season finale in Blackpool
An eventful operating season for the Blackpool tramway came to
a close on the evening of Sunday 7th November (or the early hours
of Monday 8th if you're feeling pedantic!). After various highs and
lows, the 125th anniversary year is now over and the tramway has
once again been closed in its entirity to allow for further trackwork
and other developments to take place. The re-opening date has not
actually been confirmed as yet, but hopefully trams will be back on
the promenade by Easter 2011.
The final weekend saw a number of interesting trams in action and no less than three private tours took place. The highlight
for many was on Saturday 6th November when OMO car 8 and
Coronation 304 both ran on tour for their owners, the Lancastrian
Transport Trust. Another LTT tram also got a final outing of the year
later that day, when Balloon 715 operated a tour through the illuminations for the benefit of the people who have supported its preservation by purchasing shares in the tram. This was probably the last
chance to ride on this tram in its current condition as it is expected
to pass through the works over winter for a full repaint and other
remedial attention.
The final tram tour of 2010 was held the following evening
and starred another unrefurbished Balloon car, 726. The Fylde
Tramway Society had booked this popular car for a tour through the
illuminations - it had been hoped to use Sheffield 513 as well, but
sadly not enough tickets were sold to justify hiring two cars. It will be
interesting to see whether or not 726 runs again next year, as many
people expect that this may have been its final outing in Blackpool - but of course only time will tell, because if 2010 has proved
anything, it's that we should always expect the unexpected when it
comes to Blackpool's trams!
Other trams of interest out on the last weekend included
Coronation 660 on both days, as well as two Boats; 602 on the Saturday and 600 on the Sunday. The last illuminations tour of the year
was worked by 'HMS Blackpool' 736, whilst the very last passenger
journey of 2010 was the 00:07 departure from Fisherman's Walk to
Rigby Road, with Balloon 711 on Route 4 doing the honours. That's
all folks - roll on 2011 and the last season before the invasion of the
supertrams! AW

Latest News
Winter work commences at Crich

The first week of November has been a very busy time at Crich Tramway Village, despite
the attraction being closed to visitors. A short section of curved rail between the Bowes-Lyon
Bridge and the bandstand stop has been lifted for renewal; the new track has been sent to
the steelworks at Scunthorpe where it can be bent into shape. This work should be finished
quickly so as not to disrupt the tram service when the Museum opens for Santa Specials on
December weekends.
Meanwhile, in the workshop, several trams are under attention including Leeds 399
which is having its paintwork touched up before it returns to service, hopefully in December.
Once it has vacated the works, it is expected that work will commence on Leeds 345 which
needs lifting due to a bearing fault. Also receiving attention is Blackpool ‘toastrack’ 166. This
car has now been temporarily mounted on accomodation trucks whilst its own are being
worked on, and the dash panels have been prepared for repainting.. Finally, TW3 - the modern tower wagon - is also in the workshop and is to be fitted with a new overhead inspection
tower as the present structure does not comply with modern health and safety rules. This has
already been heavily stripped in readiness for its makeover.
Looking further ahead, and there is some exciting news involving the Museum’s Access Tram, Berlin 3006. This car is due for an overhaul next winter and is expected to be withdrawn as early as September next year to ensure that the job is completed by Easter 2012. It
has been decided that 3006 will be repainted in its earlier cream livery to replace the bright
orange style currently worn, which will give this very familar car a fresh appearance and will
hopefully make it more appealing to enthusiasts who take it somewhat for granted. AW

u The final weekend of the 2010 Blackpool illuminations turned out
surprisingly well weather-wise, encouraging many tram fans to photograph OMO 8 on its first enthusiast tour in preservation. Here we see it at
Pleasure Beach. Scott Moore

http://www.tramways-monthly.com
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626 released from Pacific Road
Since arriving at Birkenhead
back in August, Blackpool
Brush Railcoach 626 has
been kept shut inside the
shed at Pacific Road, with
the public rarely even getting a glimpse of it.
All that changed on
the weekend of 30th & 31st
August however, when a
model show was held at the
tramway. As the shed had to
be cleared to make way for
various model displays, 626
was driven out onto the depot approach track where
it was displayed throughout
the duration of the event on
both days.
The car was not
allowed to operate on the
tramway until it had been

inspected by the Railway
Inspectorate, and special
permisson was required to
move it for the show. This has
now taken place successfully.
It should also be
noted that 626 is owned by
Merseytravel whose takeover of the line has still not
been completed as signing
over of control by the Secretary of State has apparently
not yet taken place.
626 has also been
fitted with a new homemade trolley arm mounted
on top of the exisiting tower
structure, as well as has also
received new destination
blinds. AW/JG

q Brush 626 is seen on display outside the Pacific Road depot
at Birkenhead during August’s model show. The new destination blinds can clearly be seen in this view. Paul Derrick

Good news for UK light rail

Two British light rail operators have received
good news regarding funding of future expansions.
Despite the much talked-about spending cuts being introduced by the Coalition
Government following the results of the spring
General Election, funding is being made available for extensions in both Nottingham and
Birmingham.
Although the Government has announced that their investment in the project will
be less than was originally hoped, they are supporting the all-important second phase of the
Nottingham Express Transist (NET) system. This will
see the trams reach such locations as Beeston,
Clifton and Chilwell. John Taylor, chairman of the
NET development board, has said: “I am delighted but I was cautiously optimistic throughout the spending review. There were plenty of
times when they could have killed it off and they
didn't. Nottingham will have the number one
integrated public transport system of trams and
buses in the country. It will strengthen the city’s
contribution to the regional economy and help
confirm Nottingham’s position as a modern go
ahead city, attracting inward investment." This
follows news that the highly acclaimed tramway
has received another prestigious title: the 'Op-

Quality Standard for Crich

The National Tramway Museum collection at
Crich Tramway Village in Derbyshire has been
acknowledged for its outstanding work in preserving an important part of Britain’s transport
heritage by being ‘Accredited’ by the Museums,
Libraries and Archives Council (or MLA for short).
This is the latest honour to be bestowed upon the
largest tram museum in the whole world, and
one which is undoubtedly very much deserved.
The MLA Accreditation scheme sets
national benchmarks for UK museums to aspire
to reach, and so this accolode confirms the very
high standard of work that goes on at Crich in
http://www.tramways-monthly.com
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Latest News
erator of the Year' gong at the 2010 Light Rail
Awards.
Two organisations are preparing bids to
operate the expanded Nottingham tram network - these being Tramlink Nottingham and the
Arrow Consortium. The preferred bidder is due to
be announced early next year.
In other good news, a scheme to extend the Midland Metro system has also been
approved and it is hoped to have a new line
through the heart of Birmingham to New Street
Station completed by 2015, at a cost of just over
£127 million. In addition to the extension itself,
this also includes the purchase of more trams to
operate the service. Early predictions suggest
that this development will bring an extra £40 million annually into the local economy as well as
creating more than a thousand sustainable new
jobs. It will also tie in with other developments
at New Street and will provide an extremely
welcome boost to Retail Birmingham's plans
to transform the area into a first class shopping
destination.
With this positive outcome for two major
UK transport systems, as well as the ongoing regeneration of Blackpool's famous tramway, the
years ahead should be good ones for modern
tramway developments in England. AW
not only preserving the past, but protecting its
assets and presenting them to visitors. The latter
has certainly been improved in the past year
thanks to a major revamp of the main Exhibition
Hall, featuring a display of tramcars in chronological order to show how their design evolved
between 1860 and 1960. It is also important to
remember that the Tramway Museum Society
don’t just preserve trams, but also many other
items ranging from books and postcards to track
and even tickets and timetables. Long may the
excellent work continue to thrive! AW
Issue 21 - November 2010

Latest News

Snaefell line reflects on great season

The 2010 season is now over for the Isle of Man's unique Snaefell Mountain
Railway, and it has been a truly fantastic year for the system. Passenger
numbers on the mountain trams are 15% up on last year at an impressive
41,300. This has doubtless been boosted by a series of succesful events,
including the 'Snaefell Sunset Dinners' and 'Pie in the Sky'; so much so that
plans are already being formulated to continue and expand the events programme next season. Work has also commenced on a refurbishment of the
Summit Cafe which is clearly going to have an increasingly important role to
play in future thanks to the popularity of these ventures.
The 'Pie in the Sky' event was held in partnership with the Isle of Man
Astronomical Society for the first time in early October and featured a tram
ride, followed by a night of good quality food and stargazing. Although the
weather conditions on the second date were less than ideal, the first evening, Friday 8th October, was a wonderful night. IOM Astonomical Society
Chairman Howard Parkin said: "We really were fortunate with the weather,
the skies seemed to clear at about 6pm and with little wind at the summit,
viewing conditions really were ideal. The lack of light pollution on the summit meant that the Milky Way was really prominent and we spent nearly an
hour showing everyone the sights and explaining the various features and
the mythology of many of the constellations”. Sightings included a meteor,
several satellites and even the planet Jupiter, and all who attended seemed
to enjoy themselves. It is already very much hoped that this unusual and
popular event will be repeated with similar success in 2011. AW

Half term treats in Blackpool
The school half-term holidays at
the end of October usually provide
Blackpool with its busiest week of the
year, and although visitor numbers
have dropped in recent times, 2010
was no different. Blackpool Transport
responded to this by running a large
number of additional trams throughout the week, including rare appearances from several little-seen cars.
The star of the week was
probably Sheffield 513, a tram which
has only seen very occasional use
since 2004. Having been commissioned for use several weeks earlier
for the 125th anniversary events, 513
enjoyed surprisingly frequent use
during the half term week on both
http://www.tramways-monthly.com

ordinary specials and illumination
tours. Another star performer was
Coronation 660 which has been used
a few times at weekends. Despite being plauged by door problems over
the last few years 660 has performed
extremely well this autumn and hopefully this semi-regular use will continue
next season.
The best day of the week was
probably Wednesday 27th October: a glorious sunny day which saw
Blackpool's promenade heaving with
people, just like in the good old days!
BTS responded by sending out open
trams including 600, 602 and 706 but the highlight was undoubtedly
the appearance of visiting Marton

p As views from vintage tramcars go, this one must be pretty hard to top! The scene is
of course, from the Snaefell Mountain Railway, and if you look closely two of their trams
are just about visible here. Isle of Man Tourism Department
qu Coronation 660 enjoyed fairly extensive use towards the end of 2010 after a few
poor years. Here it waits at Pleasure Beach on its penultimate outing for the year.. Andrew Waddington

Box 31 which was running throughout the day. Car 31 left depot a little
after 10:00am and stayed out until
after dark, performing the first (and
probably last) illuminations tour of its
current visit that evening. Unfortunately a downpour sent both Boat
cars back to the depot at around
the time when the lights switched
on, but it was still a fantastic day with
well-filled trams providing a frequent
service along the prom. It was particularly pleasing to see double-deckers often being held back for short
workings with single-deckers covering
the journeys to Fleetwood, for which
demand was considerably lower...
clearly common sense prevailed! AW
8
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One in, one out at Heaton Park
Tuesday 9th November 2010 was a
busy day at the Heaton Park Tramway
at Manchester - something that has
become increasingly common lately with the arrival of a new tram on loan,
as another departed.
The new arrival is Blackpool
31, the 1901 built Marton bogie opentop tramcar which had visited Blackpool for the autumn period. The car is
enjoying an extended stay away from
Beamish Museum and will operate
the regular winter tram service at the
park over the winter before heading
back home next spring. It will of course
be one of the stars at the upcoming
Blackpool event there on November

21st when it will once again appear
alongside open top Balloon 'Princess
Alice' 706. The tram left Blackpool on
a low loader provided by the expert
team from Scott's Heavy Haulage and
moved via Bolton to Manchester, arriving there by 2:00pm after an unremarkable journey. Once it touched
down on Manchester tracks, the
tram was immediately moved into
the depot to be checked over and
to have its lifeguards refitted; its trolley had simply been tied down for
its trip, whereas the trolley mast was
removed for its journey to Blackpool a
few months earlier. This meant that it
could be taken out for an engineering

test run that evening, with a floodlight
installed upstairs as by this time it was
very dark! The car is expected to appear again on Sunday 14th November
when the park's volunteer tram crews
will be familiarised with its operation,
prior to use in passenger service starting the following weekend. 31 will of
course go down in history as the first
electric double-deck tram to run on
this preserved line, and hopefully both
it and 706 will be followed by more
double-deckers in the years ahead!
Once 31 had been unloaded,
Beamish 196 was then loaded onto
the same lorry and left Manchester
later that afternoon, arriving back at

Beamish Museum the following day.
In order to create additional space
in their tram depot to make room for
196's return, Sheffield 264 has been
purposely derailed and moved to one
side of the shed using skates, as all of
the space for trams is now occupied
following the arrival of Blackpool 703/
Sunderland 101 on loan for five years.
Incidentally, this tram has still not entered service and hasn't even had its
lifeguards refitted, although it is understood that work has now commenced
on commissioning it which will hopefully allow it to operate at the museum
before too long. AW

q 196’s extended holiday came to an end on the 9th November when it treturned home to Beamish. it is seen here all ready to depart Heaton Park. Andrew Blood
qu Following it’s adventures in Blackpool, Marton 31 is now having it’s own extended holiday over winter to Heaton Park. It is seen on the 9th waiting to enter the Park on
Middleton Road Andrew Blood

http://www.tramways-monthly.com
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Special Feature

Celebrating 125 Years of Blackpool’s Tramway...
The Great Blackpool Tram Poll
The Great Blackpool Tram Poll
Jack
Gordon

Blackpool has probably seen a greater variety of different tramcars operate along its tracks than any other British
tramway system, thanks to its 125 years of continued operation. Ranging from early conduit cars through to Walter
Luff’s streamliners of the 1930s, through to more recent fleet developments with the Centenary & Jubilee cars, which
were designed for economical year-round operation, Blackpool has seen it all… and what’s most remarkable is
that nearly all of these designs still exist today!

Over 20 classes and 125 years of history...
What is Blackpool’s greatest ever tram type?
There can be just one winner!

Celebrating 125 years of
Blackpool’s trams
1885 - 2010

http://blackpooltramway125.co.uk/thegreat-blackpool-tram-poll/

Vote NOW!

To celebrate the diversity of Blackpool’s tram history, back in September we launched a special poll to find out what the most popular class of tram to have run in
Blackpool is. We’ve listed the twenty most well-known types of Blackpool tram; to try and be fair only those of which at least one example still survives have been
included, and we have omitted ‘one-offs’, such as works vehicles and the illuminated cars.

So how does it work?

To take part in the poll all you have to do is head over to our unofficial website dedicated to the Anniversary
events, and navigate your way to the page for the poll - http://blackpooltramway125.co.uk/the-great-blackpooltram-poll. There you’ll find details on all of the tram classes that are eligible to be voted for, as well as the voting for
itself. Every participant gets to make three choices of tram - a first, second and third choice. Whilst the first choice
is compulsory, options 2 and 3 are completely optional so don’t feel that you have to pick one! There’s also slots to
enter your name and the reasons as to why you have selected a particular tram or trams to give your vote to, and
these too are both optional.

Blackpool Aloud

Shouting the news that Blackpool is back!
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Then what?

Once you’ve submitted your vote the trams that you have chosen will be added into our database, and your
comments (if you have left any) will be saved. A selection of these comments will be published on the website and
in a future edition of the magazine when we announce the winner of the poll early next year, whilst all entries that
are submitted with a valid email address, full name and comments will be automatically entered into a free prize
draw to win some exciting Tramways Monthly goodies.
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What are the timescales?

The Great Blackpool Tram Poll will remain open for your votes until the 30th January 2011. At that stage we will
count and verify all of the votes and determine who is eligible for entering into the prize draw, as well as determining just which tram class can be crowned as the ultimate type of Blackpool tram! Eligible voters will be placed into
a hat and a winner will be drawn at random, who we will then contact in the following week. In the event that we
are not able to contact the winner, a second winner will be drawn at random and so on until a winner is determined.

http://blackpooltramway125.co.uk/the-great-blackpool-tram-poll
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Celebrating 125 Years of Blackpool’s Tramway...
Vintage Trams in Blackpool
We continue our extensive coverage of the Blackpool tramway’s 125th anniversary celebrations, with this special
photo feature devoted to the many vintage trams that participated in the main events. Whilst of course, pretty
much all of Blackpool’s fleet consists of ‘vintage’ trams – certainly the likes of Balloons and Brush Railcoaches are
a fair bit older than many trams preserved in museums – our pictorial is focussed on those that are not classed as
ordinary members of the operating fleet. Therefore, as well as the visiting cars, we also include trams such as Standard 147 and Boat 600 which have received heritage-style overhauls with just a few modern features, as well as the
little-used Coronation cars, 304 & 660. Andrew Waddington explains more...

Celebrating 125 years of
Blackpool’s trams
1885 - 2010

q Well, it doesn’t get much better than this! A trio of superbly restored vintage trams – Standard 147, Marton Box 31 and Bolton 66 – take centre stage on the Pleasure Beach inner loop with the stunning evening sunshine acting as the spotlight that these stars deserve. The occasion was a Fylde Tramway Society tour on the
evening of Saturday 25th September 2010. Andrew Waddington
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The Great Blackpool Tram Poll
Over 20 classes and 125 years of history...
What is Blackpool’s greatest ever tram type?
There can be just one winner!
http://blackpooltramway125.co.uk/thegreat-blackpool-tram-poll/

Vote NOW!

Celebrating 125 years of
Blackpool’s trams
1885 - 2010

Pictorial

t We start the pictorial with the oldest tram to feature in the 125th anniversary package:
Blackpool & Fleetwood ‘Rack’ 2 of 1898, which was on loan from the Tramway Museum Society. This veteran was actually a very late addition to the line-up of visiting trams; as previously reported, the car came as a last minute substitute after Johannesburg 60 sustained
tree damage en route to Blackpool, prompting a change of plan regarding which trams
could be moved to the Lancashire town. Despite a few hiccups, car 2 was a true star and
was used on a number of special tours during September before returning to Crich where it
was hastily returned to service. Here it is seen on the centre track at Bispham with its trolley
tied down due to a minor defect. Andrew Waddington

u The only other survivor of the Blackpool & Fleetwood Tramroad
Company fleet (replica Vanguard 619 doesn’t count!) is Box car
40. Built in 1914, this car has had an eventful history and has been
a Blackpool resident since 1996 when it was rescued from the TMS
Clay Cross store. Although its use has declined slightly in recent years,
car 40 remains popular whenever it appears and was another of the
stars of this special week. It is depicted near the Cabin during the FTS
‘Fleetwood Stalwarts Tour’ on September 27th. Andrew Waddington

t Pantograph car 167 was one of ten ‘Pullman’ single-deckers ordered by Blackpool Corporation in the late ‘twenties to replace the earlier Tramroad cars such as 2 & 40, after they
took control of the line to Fleetwood. This was its third time coming back home but sadly it
ran just once with passengers on board – this picture was taken during its one and only tour
which was held on September 11th. Later that day the car suffered a bearing fault which
unfortunately ruled it out of the remainder of the events, although happily it has since been
repaired ready for use at Crich next season. Scott Moore
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t Another former Blackpool car which made a very welcome return
to its old stamping ground was Marton Box 31 which is normally an
active member of the tram fleet at Beamish, however following the
Blackpool celebrations it moved to Heaton Park where it is due to
remain until next spring. Dating from 1901, car 31 was one of the oldest trams present although its current appearance actually represents how it looked following a major rebuild in 1919. Seen during a
photo stop whilst operating a private tour, this was the only one of
the visiting trams to see any normal service use outside of the main
anniversary period, with its 86 seats proving very useful indeed on its
occasional appearances! Andrew Waddington

u One unfortunate consequence of the ongoing tramway upgrade work was the ban on
trams not fitted from transponders from venturing north of Bispham, thanks to the new traffic
control system at Little Bispham. This meant that virtually all of the historic trams were unable
to run to Fleetwood – but there was one noteworthy exception in the shape of Standard
147! This photograph was taken on its first passenger run to the present northern terminus at
Fisherman’s Walk in 2010, made possible by the low-voltage equipment fitted to this car during its restoration almost a decade ago. Tony Waddington

The Great Blackpool Tram Poll
Over 20 classes and 125 years of history...
What is Blackpool’s greatest ever tram type?
There can be just one winner!
http://blackpooltramway125.co.uk/thegreat-blackpool-tram-poll/
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Pictorial
u Probably the most bizarre choice amongst all of the visitors to Blackpool was Oporto 273
which came from Crich Tramway Village. Unfortunately this car’s unusual reversed maximum traction bogies proved to be incompatable with some of the Blackpool system’s
infrastructure, and following a derailment it was withdrawn before it had chance to carry
any passengers in Blackpool. It did cause a stir on a couple of occasions when it was posed
outside the tram depot however; on this occasion it was drawn out before a tour for members of the Tramway Museum Society and Fylde Tramway Society, and posed on Blundell
Street alongside the Fitting Shop. Scott Moore

t We now move away from the Blackpool trams past and present,
and focus on the vehicles from other systems that have operated
along the seafront this year. First up is a tram that is certainly no
stranger to the Blackpool system – indeed, next year it will mark 30
years of continuous service in the resort! Of course, it’s the one and
only Bolton 66, shown here at Pleasure Beach. The tram has been
fitted with illuminations at each end for the autumn period annually
since 2001, when it celebrated its one hundredth birthday. Andrew
Waddington

u Also dating from 1901 and another long-term Blackpool resident, albeit one that sees
very little use, is Stockport 5. This car operated just twice during 2010 and this was its final
appearance, on a Fylde Tramway Society tour on 27th September. It also made a very rare
appearance in ordinary service three days earlier. What the future holds for this fine tramcar is somewhat unclear as it is unlikely to stay in Blackpool post-upgrade, and it has been
suggested that it may be destined for operation at Manchester’s Heaton Park Tramway.
Andrew Waddington
http://www.tramways-monthly.com
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t Sheffield 513 is commonly referred to as a vintage tram, although dating from 1950, which
makes it much younger than many of Blackpool Transport’s own fleet. The car has been on
long-term loan from Beamish Museum since 2001, but like Stockport 5 it is seldom seen in
action and may not be staying in Blackpool much longer. The tram was used for an enthusiast’s tour on Friday 24th September which commenced with it being moved onto Blundell
Street, to allow service cars to leave the depot. This photograph shows the tram in this novel
position shortly before heading for the promenade. Andrew Waddington

u Manchester 765 was one of many museum trams to run at Blackpool for the epic centenary events in 1985, and 25 years later it was
back for more! Despite arriving in June, 765 had to wait until August
to leave the confines of Rigby Road, and even then it was initially
used solely for crew training, with its passenger debut finally arriving
in September. It performed impressively throughout however, particularly on Tuesday 28th September – when this picture was taken
at Pleasure Beach – as it worked two enthusiast tours that day. It is
expected to be stored at Rigby Road over winter before heading to
Beamish on loan next year. Andrew Waddington

t For many people, including your writer, the undisputed star car of the 125th anniversary
celebrations was this tram, the wonderful Liverpool 762. The car came on loan from Birkenhead for a short stay and won over the hearts of many visitors to the town despite not having any direct relevance to the anniversary itself. The stunning 762 is shown here on its first
run along the promenade when it was out on test, with the Tower behind confirming that it’s
certainly not on the Wirral anymore! Mike Mercer
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t We now move onto a trio of trams that may not be all that old
compared to many of the others we have featured here, but which
are no less appealing for it. Coronation 304 is the only tram in Blackpool with the infamous VAMBAC control equipment, and it returned
to the rails in 2003 after being restored with considerable assistance
from Channel 4’s ‘Salvage Squad’ TV programme. Here it pauses
at Bispham during the first tour of the anniversary week which saw it
shuttling between this location and Pleasure Beach alongside Liverpool 762 on September 23rd. Andrew Waddington

u Of course, there are presently two serviceable Coronation cars in
Blackpool, so here’s the other one – car 660 – seen in the dark, also
at Bispham during one of several appearances in the 2010 illuminations season. Unlike 304 which belongs to the Lancastrian Transport
Trust, 660 has been retained by Blackpool Transport as a tram of special interest, but a door fault has generally confined it to the back of
the depot for the past few years. Thankfully this problem now seems
to have been cured, and it is hoped that the semi-regular use it
enjoyed towards the end of this year will continue during 2011. Chris
Rowe
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t Blackpool’s fleet of Open Boats are amongst the most popular
trams still in the town, and for 2010 the prototype of the class was
treated to the most extensive workshop attention of its 76 year
career! Car 600 was stripped to a shell in 2009 and has since been
completely rebuilt with just a few alterations, such as the modern
end bumpers and the fitting of low-voltage equipment, housed
within a large box in the trolley tower which has been cleverly disguised by adverts. This is the new-look 600, looking stunning at North
Pier on its first day back in service, Saturday 25th September. Andrew
Waddington

u We began this feature with the elderly ‘Rack’ 2, so it seems appropriate to conclude it with the most modern of the visiting cars.
OMO 8 was one of three LTT restoration projects due to be launched
this year, but due to various factors it ended up being the only one
that was able to operate. After a surprise appearance in the anniversary procession on 29th September, it then made its first outing
with passengers on board since it was withdrawn back in 1992, on
the penultimate day of the season when it was hired by its owners
for what turned out to be a fantastic tour. Here, car 8 gleams in the
autumn sunshine at the Pleasure Beach during this event, on November 6th. Scott Moore
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Celebrating 125 Years of Blackpool’s Tramway...
The Great Blackpool Tram Poll
Rigby Road Depot Open Day
Over 20 classes and 125 years of history...
What is Blackpool’s greatest ever tram type?
There can be just one winner!
http://blackpooltramway125.co.uk/thegreat-blackpool-tram-poll/

On Sunday 26th September 2010, Blackpool Transport opened its doors (metaphoriVote NOW!
cally of course!) to the public, giving enthusiasts a chance to see behind the scenes
at the tram & bus depot and the various workshops at Rigby Road, for only the fourth
time in history. We reported last issue that the event had been a huge success with
massive queues of people along the length of Hopton Road in the morning, and a massive demand for guided
tours of the works. Well, such a special occasion is definitely deserving of some additional coverage, and so
here for your enjoyment is a selection of some of Tramways Monthly’s Assistant Editor Andrew Waddington’s
favourite pictures taken on that memorable day!

Celebrating 125 years of
Blackpool’s trams
1885 - 2010

On arrival at the Rigby Road site, the first thing that greeted visitors was a fine selection of vintage trams lined
up for display on the depot track fan. Clockwise from top right, these included: the LTT’s open Standard car
143, making its first public appearance following its return to Rigby Road during the summer; the illuminated
Western Train 733 seen from the open top deck of Marton 31; two visitors from Crich Tramway Village which
sadly were unable to run during the main anniversary week but which attracted considerable interest on the
open day, in the shape of Blackpool ‘Pantograph’ car 167 and Oporto 273; and finally the two antique Fleetwood Tramroad cars, ‘Rack’ 2 and ‘Box’ 40 posed together. All: Andrew Waddington
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A general view of the tram depot as seen from over the barriers positioned at the front to prevent anyone
from wandering into ‘No Mans Land’ shows a great selection of trams which have not been used for many
years. On the right hand side is Brush car 625, last operated in 2004 and which has barely been seen since.
Next to it are Balloons 710 and 708, both of which look pretty good and have remained largely intact during their time in storage. Completing the scene are a pair of Boats, 602 and 605, and tucked away behind
them, pioneer Brush car 621. Andrew Waddington
Upper:
More random scenes from the open day, with the tramcar allocation board in the main
http://www.tramways-monthly.com
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bogie frames under attention in the Fitting Shop. Andrew Waddington
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p Sandwiched between Sheffield 513 and Boat 604 inside the
depot, was unrefurbished Balloon car 726. This car wasn't originally
supposed to run in 2010 and its surprise comeback was one of the
many surprise highlights of the tramway year. This unusual shot takes
a look at the tram from across the shed, adjacent to Road 17. Andrew Waddington
up Stockport 5 didn't come out to play on this particular day, but
was well positioned at the front of the shed making it much more
visible than normal. This car ran just twice for passngers during the
entire anniversary year. Andrew Waddington
u Road 1 was home to partially stripped ex-Permanent Way Brush
car 259, now owned by the Lancastrian Transport Trust. As can be
seen here, the car has had its side panels removed to allow inspection of the body frame as the first small step towards getting this
tram back into running order, in its original guise as a passenger car.
Behind it can be seen sister car 627, another popular tram mainly
thanks to its starring role in the 'Last Tram to Fleetwood' event of November 2009. Andrew Waddington
http://www.tramways-monthly.com
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We now step inside the Paint Shop - which was the first port of call
for the guided tours of the works, which were probably the biggest
attraction of the day. The object of most peoples’ attention once inside was undoubtedly Ex-Towing car 680, in the early stages of being
repainted in a plain cream livery for its new owners, the Manchester Transport Museum Society. This tram last ran back in 2008 when
it carried an equally plain dark blue livery as the base coat for an
advertising livery that never happened! Andrew Waddington
Top: A selection of archive posters promoting tours of the Blackpool
illuminations by decorated tramcars, some of which may well date
back to the days when the famous Rocket and Train were brand
new! These are now hung in the Paint Shop, along with another
poster which seems to be advertising the Corporation’s coachpainting abilities, seen second from the left. Eagle-eyed visitors may also
have spotted some of the former external fittings from car 719’s days
as the Walls Ice Cream Tram! Andrew Waddington
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We conclude this photo feature with a look at three double-deckers which missed the entire 2010 season as they spent much of the year undergoing modifications
to their centre entrance platforms, to enable their continued safe operation on the tramway on a reasonably regular basis post-upgrade.
q 713 shows off its eye-catching fuscia and yellow Metro colours - and a heavy coating of dust - in the Body Shop. Following on from 720, which had its platforms
enlarged during refurbishment, this was the first car to get the new 'porches' which will make it compatable with the platforms being constructed at many stops
across the tramway. Driver-operated plug doors will also be fitted although this work had been delayed after the intended supplier of the new doors went bankrupt earlier this year. Andrew Waddington
uq Meanwhile, 718 has become the first Millennium car to be treated to the door modifications. Here it is seen in the Fitting Shop, and the initial preparatory work
can be clearly seen. Andrew Waddington
uuq The third car under attention at this time was pioneer Balloon car 700 - a choice which has raised a great many eyebrows in the enthusiast community. Whilst
700 is in the works the opportunity has been taken to fit the new style of end skirts and rubber bumpers to match the other heritage style car, 717. These alterations
are shown to full effect here in the Body Shop. Andrew Waddington
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Celebrating 125 Years of Blackpool’s Tramway...
The Great Blackpool Tram Poll
Tram Breakdown Table
Over 20 classes and 125 years of history...
What is Blackpool’s greatest ever tram type?
There can be just one winner!

Celebrating 125 years of
http://blackpooltramway125.co.uk/theThe trials and tribulations of Blackpool’s
Blackpool’s trams
great-blackpool-tram-poll/
1885 - 2010
125th Anniversary have been well docuVote
NOW!
mented across the tramway press, however
no-one so far appears to have collated
together an unbiased review of the performace of each tramcar involved in the celebrations, ascertaining what happened to each
tram in what can only be described as a chain of extremely unfortunately events! To bring
our coverage of Blackpool’s 125th Anniversary to an end, Jack Gordon takes a closer look
at the failures and problems with each tram, how they occured (where known!) and what
steps could possibly have been taken to overcome and avoid them in the first place. In
attempt to dispell some of the many rumours and myths surrounding this, we present to you
our Tram Breakdown Table; the only completely unbiased look published to date. This table
has been collated from data that has been made publically available and does not include
any information that hasn’t already been placed into the public domain.

pp No feature on tram failures would be complete without a
photograph of the venerable Unimog 939, pictured here at Pleasure
Beach on the 23rd September 2010. Andrew Waddington
p & u ‘Rack’ 2 had to be towed in twice during the main events
period, and both incidents are pictured here. We see it at Bispham
with 641 and 939, and coupled to car 642 at North Pier a few days
earlier. Andrew Waddington
http://www.tramways-monthly.com
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Contained on the page below is a table including every visiting tram (And one or two resident trams!) that failed during the events week, detailing how many times they failed and
the public reasoning as to what happened and why. This information is provided in good
faith and is written from an unbiased perspective, to try and give an accurate account of
the issues experienced by Blackpool Transport Services and the other organisations in planning the 125th Anniversary Celebration events. It is not our intention to set out to ‘rubbish’
any particular organisation involved in the events, and rather to try and calm the water
after much squabbling about who’s trams did and didn’t break! We hope that you will enjoy
and appreciate this special report, and we would welcome your feedback on it.

Special Feature

The first column in the table details the number of the tramcar and it’s original system. If
you’re not sure which tram it is, then we suggest that you take a look at our ‘Vintage Trams
in Blackpool’ pictorial, beginning on page 12 of this magazine. The second column details who the current owner of the tramcar is, whilst the third gives the number of failures
the tram had whilst it was in Blackpool. The fourth column includes the details on what the
Andrew Waddington
failure of the tram was - in an unbiased manner and using only the official, published facts and the final column details why this happened and what went wrong - again, using only the published facts and details.
Tram

Owner

Failures

What happened?

Why did it happen?

Blackpool &
Fleetwood
‘Rack’ 2

TMS

3

‘Rack’ 2 failed numerous times due to the resistances overheating - at one stage there was a
pungent smell of burning and visible smoke.

This is the million-dollar question - no details have been released by the TMS
about 2’s failures. Chances are it was just the amount of use it was having - it
has returned to service and operated without issue at Crich since!

Stockport 5

Stockport
5 Trust

1

Stockport 5 was withdrawn from service due to a This could have happened for any number of reasons, and nothing has been
faulty air brake.
publically released. It is probably just that it hadn’t been used for ages!

Blackpool
‘OMO’ 8

LTT

(1)

OMO 8 missed it’s events week tours due to a
problem with the air system, powering the doors
and brakes.

Too much to do and not enough time to do it in! OMO 8 arrived at Rigby Road
just days before the celebrations, leaving BTS little time to complete the work
and rectify faults. Nonetheless, they tried their best and persisted, and the tram
took part in the procession.

Marton ‘Box’
31

Beamish
Museum

1

31 had a single dewirement on Pleasure Beach
loop, damaging a bracket.

These things happen - dewirements have happened before and will continue to
happen. This was probably due to the fixed head wheel and tight angle of the
overhead wire.

Blackpool
‘Standard’ 143

LTT

(1)

143 was not completed and didn’t take part in
the celebrations.

Similar reasons to OMO8 - too much to do in too little time, with unexpected
problems delaying the proceedings. Again, BTS should be commended for attempting to get the tram running!

Blackpool
‘Pantograph’
167

TMS

1

167 failed on the last trip of its first tour with a
seized axle, being skidded to depot.

A recently-overhauled axle bearing was defective, and it failed when it did by
pure chance and bad luck, having run for much longer than it did whilst on test
at Crich.

Oporto 273

TMS

1

273 derailed while entering Pleasure Beach loop. Simple: an incompatibility between the reversed-maximum traction bogies and
the Blackpool infrastructure.

Liverpool 762

MTPS

3

762 also dewired on Pleasure Beach Loop, as
well as having a minor controller and lights issue.

As per Marton 31, while the lights failures were due to a faulty battery and the
controller problem pure fluke - it ran fine after a minor hiccup at Bispham!

Manchester
765

MTMS

1

765 was nearly towed to depot during its final
tour due to a warn axle box.

It is believed that there may have been a problem with the oil, though this has
not been confirmed. It also ran much more than it does at home!
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Free Range Trams: Part Two

Regular Feature

The Belgian Vicinal Peter Free

Anderlues has remained as an operational centre for local transport company
TEC, who operate their Charleroi system trams from this depot. It was for many
years used by ASVi to house some of their collection, having easy rail access
from the depot to the ASVi Lobbes-Thuin museum tram route.

This month we visit some tram depots
on the Belgian Vicinal (SNCV) system
in the Charleroi area, and see some of
the trams under restoration by the Assocation pour la Sauvegarde du Vicinal
(ASVi). Of the four depots we visited,
Trazegnies, Anderlues, Trivieires, and
Thuillies, the sites of all can be found,
but only Anderlues remains as an
operational depot. The ASVi now run
their tram fleet from a base in Thuin, with
about 25 vehicles in running order, and
a similar number as static exhibits or
under restoration.

Our visit in August 1989 shows 9598 (previously no.21002), a 1951 SNCV Eugies
rail grinder, which is currently awaiting restoration by ASVi. The grinding system
comprised 4 lubricated and abrasive pads, pneumatically applied to the rails.
Behind the tram is coupled an open wagon trailer.
An interesting feature of this depot was the dual gauge transfer track which offered the possibility of standard gauge trains entering the depot site amonst the
tram vehicles.

q This SNCV depot is at Trazegnies, north west of Charleroi, and served the
Charleroi - Trazegnies line, which closed in 1988. The depot is seen here in May
1987, a year or so before closure. Today, the building remains, but the trams
have long gone. The tram, Autorail Tracteur ART 89, is a Destelbergen from
1934, and survived to continue its life as a tourist tram at S.A. des Grottes du
Han, Han-sur-Lesse. It is currently under restoration at ASVi, Thuin.
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p In this 1989 view of Trivieres depot, between Binche and La Louviere, the
depot tracks have already been lifted. The route survived as Line 90 with the
standard 1980’s “Brugeoise & Nivelles” (BN) trams operating until around September 1993. By 2003 the tracks had all been removed, but the tram sheds
have survived and Tramways Monthly has recently identified the site on Google
Maps, parallel to Rue Des Allies.

p The Thuillies depot was at the terminus of the Charleroi - Thuillies line, route
75, which was closed on 26 May 1968. The buildings survived after closure and
became a centre for ASVi, who took possession in 1977, using it to store their
growing collection of vehicles for restoration.

There are a large number of references to Belgian trams on the web and we
have found the following helpful in tracing the origins and subsequent history of
these trams and depots:
• http://www.phototrans.eu/15,159761,6108.html
• http://www.trams-trolleybus.be/
• http://www.tramania.net/tramania/
• http://pdussart.tripod.com/asvimaindutchnews.htm
• http://www.vicinal.com/
• www.asvi.be

During our visit in 1989, just visible on the left behind closed doors, we found
9383 (formerly N 10480), a Type N SNCV Cureghem tram of 1954, which was
moved out in October 2003 and survives in running order at the ASVi museum in
Thuin.
The two trams in the main view are A1484 (left), a 1911 Nicaise & Delcuve
steam tram trailer, which was rescued from an orchard in Mariembourg, and
9984 (right), a 1933 wooden bodied Brain-le-Comte car. In 1992, the buildings
were badly damaged by a storm and the trams were finally moved out around
2003, A1484 to Gosselies and 9984 to Thuin. Some of the building was demolished, but we believe that parts of the depot still exist today.

The following books are also useful guides:
• Couleurs Vicinales, Frits van der Gragt
• Le Tramway Historique Lobbes – Thuin, R.Dussart-Desart and O.Geerinck

One of the wagon frames in the foreground may be 8158, which is reported to
have come from this depot.

http://www.tramways-monthly.com

Keep an eye out for the next part of ‘Free Range Trams’, only in Tramways Monthly, coming soon!
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The Elephant Never Forgot
This book has a subtitle ‘London’s Trams in Retrospect’ which neatly sums up what it aims to do.
Starting with a brief but interesting look at the beginning of horse tramway operation, readers are then
taken through the various different tramway operators to have controlled the capital city’s trams. The
information given is detailed but not excessive, and
certainly holds one’s attention. Whilst technical data
tends to leave me rather cold, here it is presented in
a way that is quite easy to digest. All chapters are
beautifully illustrated with a fine selection of mainly
black and white photographs.
My personal favourite part of the book was
contained within Chapter 8, and focuses on experimental car LCC 1, AKA ‘Bluebird’. I’m always interested to learn more about trams that I am familiar
with (the car is of course an exhibit at Crich today),
so this section was most welcome. Not only is a very
full description of this wonderful tram provided, but
there are also some excellent photographs including interior views of both decks.
The inspiration for the title of this volume is
reflected by the chapter ‘Gonna Miss the Old Tram’
which focuses on London trams on film. Whilst this
chapter may not appeal to everyone I’m sure that
many historians will find it absolutely fascinating, and
clearly a great deal of research has gone into it to
ensure that a detailed record is provided. Personally I was quite surprised by the number of short films
of London trams that actually exist. Naturally, the
famous film The Elephant Will Never Forget is given
preferential treatment and a most interesting interview with its director John Krish provides a great
insight into the making of this production, which
almost never came to be. There is also a roll-by-roll
summary of the film itself.
After the inevitable scrapyard scenes, the
book concludes with a brief look at the Croydon
Tramlink system and attempts to expand light rail in
the capital. I did think this section felt slightly rushed
and seemed to end a little abruptly, but then again
there is plenty of time to record second generation
http://www.tramways-monthly.com

Andrew
Waddington

Book Review

tramway history and at least this book has acknowledged that the story of London’s trams did not end
in 1952.
In conclusion, I would strongly recommend
this book to anyone with a casual interest in London trams as it provides a superb overview of the
city’s tramway history. There is also much to interest
the serious transport historian, and anyone with a
particular interest in trams on film will find the later
chapters especially enjoyable. I did find it surprising
that little mention was made of the Feltham cars –
surely the most distinctive of all London trams? – but
that is just one minor niggle in what is a most interesting and enjoyable book that will hopefully appeal
to a broad range of people. An awful lot has been
crammed into a relatively small product and the
result is a very affordable and accessible guide to
London’s trams through their entire history.
‘The Elephant Never Forgot’ by Paul Collins is now available from all good bookshops, or direct by mail order
from:
Ian Allan Plus
Mail Order Dept
Watling Drive,
Hinckley,
Leics LE10 4EY
Tel: 01455 254 450
Or alternatively, order online from www.ianallanplus.
com. The book consists of 96 pages and costs £16.99.
ISBN 978 0 7110 3509 6.
A review copy of this book has been sent to both of the
Tramways Monthly Editorial Team; if you have a book or
other tram-related product and would like us to publish
a review of it, please contact: info@tramways-monthly.
com and we will do our best to assist you.

u As mentioned in the above review, Paul Collins’
excellent new book features the unique LCC 1 in some
detail. The tram is now painted in its latter day London
Transport red livery, and is a popular static exhibit at
Crich. The car enjoyed a rare outing on the main line
back in 2004 when it was towed to Wakebridge for display during an enthusiast’s event. Tony Waddington
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Events Diary
20th November 2010
- 2nd January 2011
Beamish Museum

Beamish Christmas: A
whole season of Christmas festivities when The
Town and Pit Village take
on a festive feel with
period decorations from
the early 1900s. There will
be traditional entertainment and, at weekends,
Father Christmas in his
cosy fireside grotto. It’s
how every Christmas
ought to be!

23rd December
2010
Seaton Tramway

Santa Specials: Travel
by tram from Seaton to
Colyton to meet Santa
in his grotto! Pre-booking
essential.

24th December 2010
Seaton Tramway
Santa Specials: Travel
by tram from Seaton to
Colyton to meet Santa
in his grotto! Pre-booking
essential.

14th April 2011
Beamish Museum

Great North Steam Fair:
Many steam vehicles
on show at the 300 acre
museum site, as well as
a first visit for Manchester
765, on loan from the
Heaton Park Tramway.

15th April 2011
Beamish Museum

Great North Steam Fair:
Many steam vehicles
on show at the 300 acre
museum site, as well as
a first visit for Manchester
765, on loan from the
Heaton Park Tramway.

16th April 2011
Beamish Museum

Great North Steam Fair:
Many steam vehicles
on show at the 300 acre
museum site, as well as
a first visit for Manchester
765, on loan from the
Heaton Park Tramway.

17th April 2011
Beamish Museum

Great North Steam Fair:
Many steam vehicles

Back Cover Caption

Back in 1998, Marton 31 and Stockport 5 were
booked to operate a tour together, but 5 was
unavailable and so the pairing never happened... until just over 12 years later, that is!
This opportunistic shot shows the pair side by
side at Manchester Square on Saturday 25th
September 2010. Both cars were being used in
normal passenger service and 31 was about
to return to depot when this scene was caught
on camera. Andrew Waddington

http://www.tramways-monthly.com

on show at the 300 acre
museum site, as well as
a first visit for Manchester
765, on loan from the
Heaton Park Tramway.

24th April 2011
Crich Tramway Village

Easter 1940s Weekend:
See all the usual Crich
trams ready for war as
well as military vehicles,
soldiers and wartime
civilians. Pre-booking advised. *PREMIER EVENT*

25th April 2011
Crich Tramway Village

Easter 1940s Weekend:
See all the usual Crich
trams ready for war as
well as military vehicles,
soldiers and wartime
civilians. Pre-booking advised. *PREMIER EVENT*

8th May 2011
Crich Tramway Village

Morris Minor Day: A collection of original Morris
Minors on display, as well

Magazine Information

as all the usual trams
running.

22nd May 2011
Crich Tramway Village

Classic Motorbike Day:
A collection of classic
motorbikes on display, as
well as all the usual trams
running.

29th May 2011
Crich Tramway Village

Enthusiasts’ Tram Event: A
large collection of works
and passenger trams on
show for enthusiasts to
see and ride on

30th May 2011
Crich Tramway Village

Beside the Seaside: A
seaside themed event
with traditonal seaside
activities, as well as the
usual vintage trams with
a seaside connection!

25th June 2011
Crich Tramway Village

Advertising in Tramways Monthly
We welcome advertisements
from any industry, business or
organisation connected in some
way, shape or form with the
tramway movement. Price plans
and options can be discussed
with our advertising manager.
Please email advertising@
tramways-monthly.com for further information. Discounts can
be offered on advertising plans
covering a longer period and
advertisements do not need to

1950s Weekend: A collection of 1950’s vehicles
in the old 50’s atmosphere, as well as all the
usual trams running.

26th June 2011
Crich Tramway Village

1950s Weekend: A collection of 1950’s vehicles
in the old 50’s atmosphere, as well as all the
usual trams running.

Blackpool Tramway

totallyTransport: Blackpool’s premier annual
transport event is back
for the sixth year in 2011
along the world-famous
Promenade. All the
usual attractions will be
present, including buses,
minis and, of course,
trams!

9th July 2011
Crich Tramway Village

Edwardian Weekend: A
celebration of Edwardian life and events, as
well as one of just two
days during 2010 when

appear in consecutive issues.
We also offer advertising opportunities on our website - please
contact us for more information.
Reading the magazine
Tramways Monthly would like
to advise all readers to view
the magazine using the very
latest version of Adobe Acrobat
Reader (AAR). This software is
available to be downloaded
free of charge from http://www.
adobe.com. If you are viewing
this PDF on a corporate sys-
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the Museum’s horse
tramcar will be in operation. *PREMIER EVENT*

10th July 2011
Crich Tramway Village

Edwardian Weekend: A
celebration of Edwardian life and events, as
well as one of just two
days during 2010 when
the Museum’s horse
tramcar will be in operation. *PREMIER EVENT*

31st July 2011
Crich Tramway Village

usual trams running.

13th August 2011
Crich Tramway Village

August 1940s Weekend:
See all the usual Crich
trams ready for war as
well as military vehicles,
soldiers and wartime
civilians. Pre-booking advised. *PREMIER EVENT*

14th August 2011
Crich Tramway Village

Mini Meet: A large collection of original Minis
on show, as well as all
the usual trams running.

August 1940s Weekend:
See all the usual Crich
trams ready for war as
well as military vehicles,
soldiers and wartime
civilians. Pre-booking advised. *PREMIER EVENT*

7th August 2011
Crich Tramway Village

28th August 2011
Crich Tramway Village

Emergency Vehicles
Day: Various old emergency vehicles will be
on show during the day,
and responding to ‘incidents’, as well as all the

tem, you should contact your
administrator for details about
upgrading to the latest version
of Acrobat Reader. We do not
guarantee that the document
will view correctly on any other
software.
Copying, printing and distribution
The content, design and style
of this PDF file, referred to as
‘this issue of Tramways Monthly
magazine’ is protected by copyright. All photographs remain

Alice in Wonderland
(Plus Extravaganza): Details to follow. Pre-booking advised. *PREMIER
EVENT*

the copyright property of the
stated photographer. Readers
are permitted to print copies for
their own reading or to provide
to friends/colleagues. But being
a complimentary magazine,
Tramways Monthly must not be
sold by any means, printed or
electronic. All our back issues
are freely available from http://
www.tramways-monthly.com
and our PDF files may be passed
onto interested parties, at no
charge, in either a printed or
electronic format.
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There’s just time to bring you one final page of tramway related
miscellany, as the pole is swung and the seats are turned, before
we bid farewell to our passengers until next time!

All Change!

u While we’re obviously not a bus magazine and are very firmly a tram mag, we occasion-

ally like to feature rubber-tyred transport that we think you’ll find interesting, and this edition
is one of those occassions! We couldn’t really not include this photo, mainly because Editor
Jack is somewhat of a fan of London Transport and, in particular, the Routemaster bus!
So, here is one of the Lancastrian Transport Trust's restored ex-Blackpool RM buses, painted in
the stylish red & white livery that was used on Blackpool Transport’s Routemaster in the early1990s, and also famously used on two Blackpool trams: 604 & 701. It is seen on display in the
bus yard at Rigby Road depot, for the depot open on 26th September. Andrew Waddington

t It has been widely reported that Blackpool Standard car 40 did

not play any part in the Blackpool tram events in September, but
here we can officially set the record straight! OK, so it might not be
the REAL Standard 40 - but this superb large-scale model of the tram
was one of many attractions at the Rigby Road Depot Open Day.
It was originally part of an illuminated tableaux to commemorate
the tramway’s centenary back in 1985, but has since been sold on.
It has also been repainted in the car’s later green and cream livery,
and as you can see from this picture, a furry passenger came along
for the trip to Rigby Road! Andrew Waddington

The Tramway Photo Collection
Spring 2010

*Over 200 fantastic digital
photographs
*Many completely unpublished before
*Never-to-be-repeated scenes
*And much, much more!

Each disk costs just £3 (plus P&P)
Visit our website for more
information, or email us on
sales@tramways-monthly.com!

Summer & Autumn 2009 still
available!
http://www.tramways-monthly.com
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Next Time...

Jack Gordon

November 21st 2010 saw a ‘Celebration of Blackpool’s Trams and Transport’
take place at Manchester’s Heaton Park Tramway. The event, which saw no
less than three visiting trams operating on the tramway (Marton ‘Box’ 31 from
Beamish and Replica Vanguard 619 and Open-top Balloon 706 from Blackpool
Transport Services Ltd) and a number of vintage buses operating in and around
the Park alongside resident Blackpool Railgrinder 752, was a resounding success and one of the best tramway events of the year!
We’ve got full coverage of the event, which included tram driving experiences,
a mini-cavalcade, an Illuminated railgrinder and much, much more!
Plus: Spotlight on 706 - a special look at one of Blackpool’s most iconic trams.

The Preservation Page

Trams that will be featured on the page include Blackpool ‘Toastrack’ 166
(undergoing a motor overhaul and repaint), London United Transport 159
(undergoing a major restoration) and Leeds 399 (coming to the end of a full
overhaul) from Crich Tramway Village and Newcastle 114 (undergoing winter
works attention) and Sunderland 101 (AKA Blackpool ‘Balloon’ 703, still awaiting
commissioning) at Beamish Museum. We’ve got all of the latest news on each
of these trams and the work that their currently undergoing!

Richard Lomas

Our old friend ‘The Preservation Page’ is to make a come back next time
round, with the latest updates on a number of preserved tramcars that are currently undergoing works attention!

Only in ‘Tra mways Monthly’ Issue 22 - Out Soon!

http://www.tramways-monthly.com
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