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Front CoverTen years ago on 3 April 2008, the end of the reignter\Mtolvos was in sight. Having served Wellington for over twianyyears their

replacements, the Designlines, webeginningto appear on city street207 first ran in 1982 and lasted in service until about April 2009. Here

seen in The Parade, Yiag just left the Island Bay terminus with one of the regulanfi@ute offpeak services to the Railway Station. Ten years la|
there is no trace of overhead at this location and instead Route 1 runs from Island Bay through to the Johnsonvilleo$ulmimisonville West,
Churton Park and Grenada Village at ten minute intervals. The service has passed from N.Z. Bus (Go Wellington) to paayzfreoaurban who
have a huge fleet of new buses including doutéekers someof which ply thsroute. Ini KS 4322 R 2 f R dpératianserviees in imi
opinionwere far more reliable with their timekeeping, and this is on¢hefissueghat the Regional Coundd still tryingto resolve.

Please NoteUnder the Wiresontains facts, views, opinions, statements and other content and links to external websites. Reasonable efforts are madtitte accurate and current informatiobut the Editor
makes no warranties or representations as to the accuracy, value or safety of the published items. No liability or resfignsdn be taken for errors or omissions.
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Like me pu are probably sayid a g KSNB KF & G(KS gand&l NJ 32y Sé
and here we are in December again and later this month many people

around the world will be celebrating the season of Christmas in their own

personal way. Although Christmas is often depicted in snowy scérisdar

different here in New Zealand where in the southern hemisphere it is the

time for summer barbeques rather than the more traditional times that our

cousins in the north enjoy. Sadlyno longer have the opportunity to choose

anewd / K NJ & (rofidybuisiséene taisend you as a greetirane of their

RASaSt NBLX I OSYSyida adz fustwighdal rRafe@si Odzd A 3
of UTW a happy and enjoyable time wherever you may be.

Although | announced a few months ago that UTW would be gbing

monthly you will of course have noticed that the magazine ¢@#inuedas

Y2NXIFEd | 26S5GSNDOPd GKSNB 62yQli 06S | W yc
Europe will take my wife and | away from the camera and keyboard for

several weeks during this month. W knows, | might just be able to view a

trolleybus or two in Salzburg or Bratislava durig traveld Therefore the

next edition should be in your In Box at the beginning of February 2019.

Wayne Duncan, our reader who lives in Foxtbas nothingnew to report and understand that the last time a trolleypus operated

aroundii K S {isfrety Wasbackin July 2016 before work started on thegrade of Main Seetin October 2016Wayne considers this

reconfiguration in the town may have nostymied trdleybuses turningrom Main Street into WharfSteet. Also there is no longer aus

stop in Wharf Seet for trolleybuses to parkat.| S R2 S$& v 2rnie $indiakdidzaxtois thatit now holdsthe mantle ofbeingthe

only place in North Island wheteolleybus overhead can still be viewed on public robéis2 4 G KSNB Q& | I22R NBI a2 G2
if you are passindo remind yourself what trolleybus overhead once looked k@ Sy A F GKSNB Aay Qi | S

Last month a photaevas publishedf anEnd of an Erhoard still displayed in Elizabeth Street. These boards were placed on trad
poles around the network informing the public about the end of trolleybuses and the removal of the overhead. Theyeast
have been remeed but a few have escaped. Since then | have noticed that another is still on site at the former trolleybus t
circle at Island Bay.

The Tramway Historical Society at Ferrymead in Christchurshrireounced the awarding of major grant from Lottegs NZ to &
overhaultheir trolleybus lineto bring it back into good working ordegeveral traction poles will also be replac@teat news for |
the Southerners and wieok forward to seeing thetrolleybuses running again the New Year

Four months tahe day marking the start of the new bus schedules, timetabling and the fitting of all Metlink buses with bike rz

saw my very first bicycle being transported on a bus. | have lost count of the many visitsriddete the city during this time but &

it is many and have always kept an eye on passing buses. | know that seewlershavealreadywitnessed this samspectaclebut
I have to say | still beliewseeinga bike on the front of abus@mostt & NI} NB a4 KSyaQ G6SSiKo

bi With buses hving workel from temporary stops in Rongotai Road, the Kilbirnie bus hub was finfll§

opened on Sunday8lNovember about five months since wobdlegan In some countries theywould [

(E) have erected a mukstory building in the time it took ouiocal contractors to reshap some roading

- and erect three bus shelters!

This stop wiy be B o R ) ) . R

;G:jl:(ciatedfrom CKSNBQa tAGGES AyFaN¥EdGAzy G2 68 3ItSHySR Fo2dzi GKS N

s f’y 18 November, snippet | couldunearth was this small quote from the September Infratil Interim Report (Infratindpehe

: owners of NZ Bus.NZ Bus is continuing its trial of batteglectric buses with its converted trolley prototype

having now completed over 15,000darvice kilometres of operation in Wellington over the last 6 months.

Further rollout of this inn@ative product is under discussion with Greater Wellington Regional Council.

During November, the former resting place for many of the scrapped Volvo trolleybuses, Porirua Tow and
{Ht@Fr3S 6a8S | LIK2G2 kompleiely sciapetideybil IKrgeeartniotiriy bdacB@$ 0 = 61 a
in readiness for urban development on the site.

With advertising on city buses now restricted to rea
ends, NZ Busvould have beemoticing the revenue loss
from those heady days when most of its vehicles wore a
advert of some description. Trolleybuses in particular were a favourite movi
billboard. The company hagcently decided togeneratea few dollars and attach
advertisements to a number of its dedicated Airport Flyer flettis being a
commercially operated rde. Right: 2509n Rongotai Road on 16 November 2018.

Christmas greetings to one and all and wishing everyone a happy 2019.

Alan

¢l !'bY{ ¢h ¢IL{ ahb¢l Q{ / hb¢wlL.
Wayne DuncanPhil Waters Michael McKeonGraeme InwoodAndrew Henbest
and all those who provided feedback.




UNDERHE WIRES IN SAN FRANCISCC

Phil Waters reports on a recent visit he made to the West Coastericancity.

AVisiting this great U.S.A. city betvem 15 and 18ctober,| saw the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Authority or
Wiunioperating some ofits light rail, busesthree historic cable car routeswo heritage streetcar lines and most of all
GKS onn aGNREtSe Oz2phlikGutiof theQe0ETBSRogaAATiIBEIByEUSesHRlirete8 from 1999 to
2003 well over half are still running every day witkhe peak increasing their presence. Their days are numbeaad
they will all be gone bythe summer 0f2019. The fleet numberare 5401 to 564@nd theycan be found on routes 22,
24,30and 31. They have no alternative power when off wire, so the New Flyer XT40/Kiepe low titolbeybusis more
versatile when road works divert services. These presentlybeing deliveredand are numberedb701 to 5885 The fleet
will total 185 by next yearand will operate on routes 6, 2Jand 41. The remainderare the articulated New Flyer
XT60/Vossloh Kiepe/Kiepe low flodype, number betweer7201and 7293and delivered between 201%nd 2018. These
run on set routes 5R, 1l4dand 30S

because of their length. There should be
15 trolley coach routes including peak
variations but one, the 49 has a
temporary bus substitute while work
proceeds on the Van Ness Bus Rapid
Transit. Two depots serve thigeet, one
at Presidioand the other at Potrero.
The nost noticeable thing about the
operation along Market Street is both
streetcarsand trolley coaches share the
road spaceand the overhead wiring.
When you see 1948uilt PCC streetcars
alongside brandnew trolley coaches it
is an amazing sightlf you love Skoda
trolleybuses of old with hard plastic
seatsand noisy motors accelerating up
impossible gradients in back streesan
Franciscas the place to be&

Above:Market Street with 7287 on Route 5Rdding for Fulton Rapids and streetd@59bound for Castro both sharing the same stop.

Right:At another stop in Market Street, Phil found New Flg@il1working
a Route 21 to Hayes. Noti KS M NS WG KA Of S¢ gaddNRAYy3I 2y AlGa aiARS
of course bike acks arede rigeouras they are on the majority of
2S5t tAy3i2yQa 0dzaSa y26d b2 R2doG {ly CNIyOA&aldz t20Ita dz
than Wellington cyclists.
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Left: A cyclist takes
advantage of the rack on
the front of articulated

New Flyef7262.

iKS

Right:This fhal view in Market Street illustrateSkodab523on Route
31 to Balboa and showing the newer silver relief and red livery. The
NE2FEAYS 60SINE GKS YSaar3asS aw%SINE 9vyiadaizy zSKAOES¢o




