
 



 Please Note: Under the Wires contains facts, views, opinions, statements and other content and links to external websites. Reasonable efforts are made to include accurate and current information but the Editor 
makes no warranties or representations as to the accuracy, value or safety of the published items. No liability or responsibility can be taken for errors or omissions. 
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Front Cover: Ten years ago on 3 April 2008, the end of the reign for the Volvos was in sight. Having served Wellington for over twenty-five years their 
replacements, the Designlines, were beginning to appear on city streets. 207 first ran in 1982 and lasted in service until about April 2009. Here it is 
seen in The Parade, having just left the Island Bay terminus with one of the regular 12-minute off-peak services to the Railway Station. Ten years later, 
there is no trace of overhead at this location and instead Route 1 runs from Island Bay through to the Johnsonville suburbs of Johnsonville West, 
Churton Park and Grenada Village at ten minute intervals. The service has passed from N.Z. Bus (Go Wellington) to Tranzit company Tranzurban who 
have a huge fleet of new buses including double-deckers, some of which ply this route. In ǘƘŜ άƎƻƻŘ ƻƭŘ Řŀȅǎέ ƻŦ ǘǊƻƭƭŜȅōǳǎ operation, services in my 
opinion were far more reliable with their timekeeping, and this is one of the issues that the Regional Council is still trying to resolve. 



¢I!bY{ ¢h ¢IL{ ahb¢IΩ{ /hb¢wL.¦¢hw{Υ 
Wayne Duncan, Phil Waters, Michael McKeon, Graeme Inwood, Andrew Henbest 

 and all those who provided feedback. 

Like me you are probably sayiƴƎ άǿƘŜǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƎƻƴŜέΦ ²Ŝƭƭ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ gone 
and here we are in December again and later this month many people 
around the world will be celebrating the season of Christmas in their own 
personal way. Although Christmas is often depicted in snowy scenes, it is far 
different here in New Zealand where in the southern hemisphere it is the 
time for summer barbeques rather than the more traditional times that our 
cousins in the north enjoy. Sadly, I no longer have the opportunity to choose 
a new ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎǎȅέ ǘrolleybus scene to send you as a greeting ς one of their 
ŘƛŜǎŜƭ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Ŏǳǘ ƛǘΣ ǎƻ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ Ƴŀȅ L just wish all readers 
of UTW a happy and enjoyable time wherever you may be.  
 
Although I announced a few months ago that UTW would be going bi-
monthly you will of course have noticed that the magazine has continued as 
ƴƻǊƳŀƭΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΦΦΦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ƛǎǎǳŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ƛƴ 
Europe will take my wife and I away from the camera and keyboard for 
several weeks during this month. Who knows, I might just be able to view a 
trolleybus or two in Salzburg or Bratislava during our travels! Therefore the 
next edition should be in your In Box at the beginning of February 2019.  
 

Wayne Duncan, our reader who lives in Foxton, has nothing new to report and understands that the last time a trolleybus operated 
around ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ streets was back in July 2016 before work started on the upgrade of Main Street in October 2016. Wayne considers this 
reconfiguration in the town may have now stymied trolleybuses turning from Main Street into Wharf Street. Also there is no longer a bus 
stop in Wharf Street for trolleybuses to park at. IŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ άƻne thing about Foxton is that it now holds the mantle of being the 
only place in North Island where trolleybus overhead can still be viewed on public roadsΦέ bƻǿ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ 
if you are passing, to remind yourself what trolleybus overhead once looked like ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ǘǊƻƭƭŜȅōǳǎ ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛǘ. 
 
Last month a photo was published of an End of an Era board still displayed in Elizabeth Street. These boards were placed on traction 
poles around the network informing the public about the end of trolleybuses and the removal of the overhead. They were meant to 
have been removed but a few have escaped. Since then I have noticed that another is still on site at the former trolleybus turning 
circle at Island Bay. 
 
The Tramway Historical Society at Ferrymead in Christchurch has announced the awarding of a major grant from Lotteries N.Z. to 
overhaul their trolleybus line to bring it back into good working order. Several traction poles will also be replaced. Great news for 
the Southerners and we look forward to seeing their trolleybuses running again in the New Year. 
 
Four months to the day marking the start of the new bus schedules, timetabling and the fitting of all Metlink buses with bike racks I 
saw my very first bicycle being transported on a bus. I have lost count of the many visits I have made to the city during this time but 
it is many and I have always kept an eye on passing buses. I know that some readers have already witnessed this same spectacle but 
I have to say I still believe seeing a bike on the front of a bus is almost ŀǎ ǊŀǊŜ ŀǎ ƘŜƴǎΩ ǘŜŜǘƘΦ 

 
With buses having worked from temporary stops in Rongotai Road, the Kilbirnie bus hub was finally 
opened on Sunday 18 November about five months since work began. In some countries they would 
have erected a multi-story building in the time it took our local contractors to reshape some roading 
and erect three bus shelters! 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎƭŜŀƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƻƭƭŜȅōǳǎŜǎ ƭŀƴƎǳƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ YƛƭōƛǊƴƛŜ ŘŜǇƻǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ 
snippet I could unearth was this small quote from the September Infratil Interim Report (Infratil being the 
owners of NZ Bus.)  NZ Bus is continuing its trial of battery-electric buses with its converted trolley prototype 
having now completed over 15,000 in-service kilometres of operation in Wellington over the last 6 months. 
Further roll-out of this innovative product is under discussion with Greater Wellington Regional Council. 
 
During November, the former resting place for many of the scrapped Volvo trolleybuses, Porirua Tow and 
{ŀƭǾŀƎŜ όǎŜŜ ŀ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ¢ŀƛƭǇƛŜŎŜύΣ ǿŀǎ completely scraped bare by large earthmoving machinery 
in readiness for urban development on the site.  
 
With advertising on city buses now restricted to rear 
ends, NZ Bus would have been noticing the revenue loss 
from those heady days when most of its vehicles wore an 

advert of some description. Trolleybuses in particular were a favourite moving 
billboard. The company has recently decided to generate a few dollars and attach 
advertisements to a number of its dedicated Airport Flyer fleet, this being a 
commercially operated route. Right: 2509 in Rongotai Road on 16 November 2018. 

 

Christmas greetings to one and all and wishing everyone a happy 2019. 
 

Alan 
 

 
 

  



Phil Waters reports on a recent visit he made to the West Coast American city. 
 
άVisiting this great U.S.A. city between 15 and 18 October,

  
I saw the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Authority or 

ΨMuniΩ operating some of its light rail, buses, three historic cable car routes, two heritage streetcar lines and most of all 
ǘƘŜ олл άǘǊƻƭƭŜȅ ŎƻŀŎƘŜǎέ ŎƭƛƳōƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎǘŜŜp hills. Out of the 240 ETI/Skoda 14TrSF trolleybuses delivered from 1999 to 
2003, well over half are still running every day with the peak increasing their presence. Their days are numbered and 
they will all be gone by the summer of 2019. The fleet numbers are 5401 to 5640 and they can be found on routes 1, 22, 
24, 30 and 31. They have no alternative power when off wire, so the New Flyer XT40/Kiepe low floor trolleybus is more 
versatile when road works divert services. These are presently being delivered and are numbered 5701 to 5885. The fleet 
will total  185 by next year and will operate on routes 6, 21 and 41. The remainder are the articulated New Flyer 
XT60/Vossloh Kiepe/Kiepe low floor type, number between 7201 and 7293 and delivered between 2015 and 2018. These 

run on set routes 5R, 14 and 30S 
because of their length. There should be 
15 trolley coach routes including peak 
variations but one, the 49 has a 
temporary bus substitute while work 
proceeds on the Van Ness Bus Rapid 
Transit. Two depots serve the fleet, one 
at Presidio and the other at Potrero. 
The most noticeable thing about the 
operation along Market Street is both 
streetcars and trolley coaches share the 
road space and the overhead wiring. 
When you see 1948-built PCC streetcars 
alongside brand new trolley coaches it 
is an amazing sight. If you love Skoda 
trolleybuses of old with hard plastic 
seats and noisy motors accelerating up 
impossible gradients in back streets San 
Francisco is the place to be.έ 
 

Above: Market Street with 7287 on Route 5R heading for Fulton Rapids and streetcar 1059 bound for Castro both sharing the same stop. 

 

Right: At another stop in Market Street, Phil found New Flyer 5711 working 
a Route 21 to Hayes. Note ǘƘŜ ά/ƭŜŀƴ AƛǊ ±ŜƘƛŎƭŜέ ǿƻǊŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ǎƛŘŜ and 
of course bike racks are de rigeour as they are on the majority of 
²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ōǳǎŜǎ ƴƻǿΦ bƻ Řƻǳōǘ {ŀƴ CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎƻ ƭƻŎŀƭǎ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƳƻǊŜ 
than Wellington cyclists.  

 

Left: A cyclist takes 
advantage of the rack on 
the front of articulated 
New Flyer 7262. 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: This final view in Market Street illustrates Skoda 5523 on Route 
31 to Balboa and showing the newer silver relief and red livery. The 
ǊƻƻŦƭƛƴŜ ōŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ά½ŜǊƻ 9Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ±ŜƘƛŎƭŜέΦ 
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