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Front Cover: Looking back a mere five years to 14 January 2014, 356 runs down John Street in Newtown working on Route 11 to Seatoun. This
was the year the announcement was made that trolleybus use in Wellington would be ending in 2017. There was disbelief in some quarters
considering the trolleybuses were still relatively new; 356 was a mere five years old.
Please Note: Under the Wires contains facts, views, opinions, statements and other content and links to external websites. Reasonable efforts are made to include accurate and current information but the Editor
makes no warranties or representations as to the accuracy, value or safety of the published items. No liability or responsibility can be taken for errors or omissions.
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Although electric buses seem to be “flavour of the month” U.K. reader Phil Waters reports that in Nottingham, BYD electric buses on the
Nottingham park 'n' ride services are suffering chassis corrosion and need replacement batteries at just 3 years old. Makes you wonder if they are
really everything bus operators hoped for. It will be interesting to see how Wellington’s ten electric double-deckers continue to perform and
whether more will be purchased in due course. Meanwhile, another month has passed and there is no more movement on the laid-up trolleybuses
than there was a month ago. Their second anniversary of internment is fast approaching.
Where Wellington once had a half-hourly Route 10 (trolleybus wired but not always operated as such) service to the Zoo, it was disbanded
following the bus network overhaul last July. After a community backlash the GWRC reinstated the service (hourly) on a trial basis operating as
Route 23z. The regional council has since announced that the service will now continue until December when it will have completed its review of
the network. Whether patronage will drop during the winter months remains to be seen.
As is now commonplace in Wellington at holiday weekends, the rail network was closed for maintenance
during the Queen’s Birthday holiday weekend in June, with buses used as train replacements. Reader Graeme
Inwood was at work bright and early on 3 June operating a service with Tranzurban on the Kāpiti line.
Double-deckers are not often seen at Takapu Road station. The car park is usually packed so Graeme was
fortunate in getting 3522 in and out of the area with ease.
If you would like to watch a ‘cheeky’ little video that features Designline 380 at Karori depot go to:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EXXOlSHrYj0 It’s not your usual trolleybus video.
Regional Councillor Sue Kedgley has announced that she will not be seeking re-election to the GWRC in the October local body elections. Sue was
one of the few strong supporters for the retention of the trolleybus network. She has been in politics for the last twenty-six years, which includes
twelve years as a Green Party MP and has been a GWRC councillor since 2013. She said the reputation of the regional council had taken a big dent
due to the recent "bus fiasco" and that it would need to work hard to regain trust from the public. Agreed!
There are very few traces left in the city of our once proud trolleybus heritage. Other than glimpses of the (dead) overhead at the rear
of Kilbirnie depot and of a handful of trolleybuses inside just about everything has been removed. However, a sign from the past does
still remain at Newtown Park terminus. Presumably part of the wording – Turn both diesel and trolleybus engines off while waiting for
departure time - now refers to the 23z that still calls there. And there was me thinking that trolleybuses didn’t have an engine that
made a noise when stationary. Photo: Graeme Inwood.
Bus driver shortages continue. Despite both NZ Bus and Tranzit advertising for drivers on the side
or rear of their buses, Metlink has now added its weight to the recruiting process. On 15 June it
placed a large advertisement in The Dominion Post on behalf of its operators and has followed
that up with a similar ad in the community newspapers and on electronic billboards in the CBD.
This was in addition to a similar entry on its webpage and ads on backs of some buses. See page
34. Left: M.A.N. 2452 has one of the new Metlink ads for drivers on its rear.
Last month I mentioned that Metlink is trialling on-board messages on one of the Tranzurban electric doubledeckers. I have established that 3704 and 3706 are being used for the trials. Metlink further advised the
following on 18 June: If you travel on bus routes 1, 7, 23e, 23z or 32x, we will be testing on-board
announcements on some of our electric double-deckers. This is the very first phase of coming up with a way of
ensuring everyone gets the information they need. So, how will it work? The announcements will help to let
you know what route you’re on, what the end destination is, and which stop you’re at. Don’t worry, we’ll be
working hard to make sure there’s not too much talking – just enough to ensure everyone’s reliably informed. Interested to find out just what might
be experienced on buses in future I managed to “road test” the announcements aboard 3706 on 19 June. There is also a monitor in operation on
the lower deck giving an up to the moment position of the bus via GPS tracking. See page 44.
As has been already documented, NZ Bus generously donated the three Designline non-standard prototypes (301-303) to The Omnibus Society (OS)
eighteen months ago. The OS has recently announced that it has gifted 302 to the Tramway Historical Society in Christchurch and in due course this
trolleybus will hopefully be running under the wires at the Ferrymead Museum. Great news for Christchurch though a pity Wellingtonians wanting
to see their trolleybus heritage at work will have to travel so far. Before departure, the bus will be loaded with spares and other trolleybus
equipment and then shipped to South Island. More on page 29.
On 18 June 2019, e-scooters formally made their appearance on Wellington streets. As if there weren’t enough traffic issues for pedestrians, car
drivers and bus operators to contend with, now they will have to deal with people riding electric scooters. The Dominion Post reported that “local
representatives decided on a "code of practice" for Flamingo and Jump (the scooter providers) to adhere to. That would require the providers to
ensure scooters were not ridden on CBD or suburban centre footpaths unless it was "unsafe to do otherwise". While some councillors, such as Simon
Woolf, said the code would be "unenforceable", transport strategy leader Councillor Chris Calvi-Freeman had said the code gave the council "more
control" and the trial would be monitored closely, "with a particular focus on pedestrian and user safety". Council spokesman Richard MacLean said
the trial would run for 18 months with an evaluation after six months to decide whether to continue.” Just how operators Flamingo and Jump will
control how and where their scooters will be used is a mystery. If the scooters are not to be ridden on footpaths it only leaves the roads – pity the
poor drivers! However, my early observations to date show that the footpath is the preferred place to ride. How dangerous is that! Already we have
bicycles operated by Onzo dockless bike sharing scheme left around the CBD awaiting hire, and now e-scooters will be added to the hardware
cluttering the city’s footpaths. See page 36.
Tranzit recently celebrated its first year of operation in Wellington. On 17 June 2018 it began working routes in the Hutt Valley (the contract
previously held by NZ Bus), then a month later took over the lion’s share of Wellington city routes. The company became the biggest operator of
Wellington buses by far. Tranzit has a 234-strong fleet of buses that operate under the banner of Tranzurban.
As you will see, it’s been another hectic month news-wise but interspersed amongst all the stories there are plenty of trolleybus images to enjoy
both from here and overseas. Enjoy your read.

Alan
THANKS TO THIS MONTH’S CONTRIBUTORS:
Graham Long, Tom Douce, Graeme Inwood, Jade Douce, Phil Waters, Peter Coventry,
Bryan Blanchard, Gunter Mackinger, Michael McKeon and those who provided feedback.
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
Sadly there’s nothing “happy” at all about this anniversary; the seventieth year since trolleybuses started in earnest in
Wellington. Of course the city’s first trolleybus ran from 1924-1932 but this can’t really be considered as too serious
venture; the route was not much more than a kilometre long and there was only one vehicle. Following closure of the
Thorndon-Kaiwharawhara route it would be another seventeen years before the first major route opened in 1949 and
expansion of the network developed. Trolleybuses ran for the next sixty-eight years and during this time a total of 267
trolleybuses plied the streets of the Capital. Sadly, final closure came on 31 October 2017. A few days ago the
anniversary was marked with the start of the first trolleybus route that opened on 20 June 1949 to Roseneath
continuing beyond the Oriental Parade tram terminus. It was extended to Hataitai School in October 1949.
Left: The one and only “trackless tram” that plied for eight years (19241932) between Thorndon and Kaiwharawhara. #1 is undergoing inspection
at Thorndon depot.

Right: The first ten buses to run in Wellington’s second and main
era of trolleybus use were Crossleys 1-10. #3 is pictured in
Oriental Parade en route to Hataitai.

Left: As the network expanded more trolleybuses were
imported; between 1951 and 1956, thirty-eight B.U.T. buses
(11-48) began work. A proud bus driver poses with 39, again
in Oriental Parade, although the destination display is not
quite correct.

Right: The year 1958 saw a second batch of B.U.T. buses introduced, these
were numbered 49 to 81. A smart looking 74 is seen parked at the rear
entrance of Wakefield Street depot.

Left: The third batch of nineteen B.U.T.s started work in 1964.
They were numbered 82-100. #98 boards passengers at the
Railway Station before working a Route 7 service to Aro Street.
Photos: Go Wellington collection. Original photographers
unknown.
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Left: The final batch of B.U.T.s (101-119) were also
introduced in 1964. In this view, 102 has just arrived at
Miramar terminus in Darlington Road.
Below: Following Auckland Regional Authority’s decision
to close its trolleybus network a number of unwanted
new Ansaldo trolleybuses were bought by Wellington
City Transport. Numbered 120-139, the twenty buses
went into service in 1983. 122 is pictured in Panama
Street on a Route 2 to Miramar. Trolleybuses came this
way until the short section of Hunter Street (one block
south) was wired. Their lives were short, all being
withdrawn by 1991.

Below: With the trolleybus fleet ageing the decision was taken
to purchase a fleet of sixty-eight Volvo buses, numbered 201268. These appeared over a five-year period from 1981. 209
began duties in 1982 and in this view is seen in one-way The
Crescent, Roseneath on a run from Hataitai to the Railway
Station. This route closed in 1987.
Photographs: Go Wellington collection. Original photographers
unknown.

Finally, as the Volvos reached the end of their working lives
three Designline low-floor prototype trolleybuses (301-3)
were introduced for trial purposes, 301 in 2003 and 302-3
in 2005. The trials of these buses led to a further order of
fifty-seven buses numbered 331-387 that went into service
between 2007 and 2009.

Right: 386 passes through special work in Rongotai Road on 3 February 2017
as it heads west towards Kilbirnie. The overhead crossing the main route and
turning left is towards Ross Street which had a rear entrance to Kilbirnie
depot. Photo: Tom Douce.

Left: Designline 387, New Zealand’s very last trolleybus, photographed in
almost new condition on 21 August 2009 in Dundas Street, Seatoun. Like
the Ansaldos, it only ran for eight years. What a waste! If the Designline
fleet is not going to be converted to another power source and re-used
then hopefully the very last trolleybus to enter service in New Zealand
can at least be saved for posterity. Photo: Alan Wickens.
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A FOCUS ON 349 - LOOKING BACK AT ITS LIFE, YEAR BY YEAR

Right: 349 went into
service in the latter part of 2008. I first
recorded it on 28 November that year where it is
pictured in Cobham Drive alongside Wellington
Harbour on a short 70kph section of State Highway
1 at the end of Wellington Airport. The “out of the
box” condition bus was working a duty to Seatoun,
about ten minutes distant.

Left: Our next view sees 349 about to turn out of Rintoul Street into Riddiford
Street in Newtown with a city-bound Route 1 from Island Bay on 23 June 2009.

Right: The wires had been taken down in Dixon Street,
once a main thoroughfare for all buses through the city
centre, in readiness for Manners Street reopening in a
few days time. With the wires gone 349 is working on
battery power from Courtenay Place to the end of Willis
Street. 26 October 2010.

Left: 349 is pictured at the eastern end of Courtenay Place on a
stunning summer’s day on 19 January 2011 while working a Route
3 to Karori Park.
Below: Here it is later that year on 22 December passing the
Beehive and Parliament in Lambton Quay as it travels the last few
metres to the Interchange
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Above: Turning to Kilbirnie for this next view which sees 349 in Rongotai Road heading westbound towards the shopping centre with an 11
from Seatoun to the Railway Station on 21 September 2012. A small section of the “Go” symbol is missing below the driver’s window,
otherwise it is still working in an uncluttered ad-free condition.

Left: Overnight on 18 November 2013 a fire was started in
Karori depot yard resulting in the destruction of three diesel
buses. Trolleybuses were not damaged. 349 is passing the
carnage behind it. Two ADLs, 4189 and 4250 were
destroyed as was M.A.N. 2481.

Right: This view was taken on 7 July 2014 with 349 rejoining the sunshine as it
exits the eastern end of Seatoun tunnel. Just a couple of minutes remain before
the bus arrives at the seaside terminus.
Below: The Waitoa Road entrance to the Hataitai tunnel on 11 May 2015.
Advertising first appeared a year earlier.
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Right: On a overcast and damp 8 August 2016, 349 is pictured heading
south along Victoria Street with a 7 to Kingston.

Left: Until early 2003 trolleybuses regularly travelled along
Stout Street to reach the Railway Station and Bunny Street.
On 4 January 2017 they returned briefly one last time while
part of Lambton Quay was being re-sealed. Poles stowed
and on battery power, 349 makes its way towards the
Interchange via Stout and Whitmore Streets with a service
from Aro Street.

Right: 349 did not stay in service until the last day, 31
October. My last photograph was taken on 10 October
2017. It is travelling along Lambton Quay with a Karori
Park duty.

Below: On the final day of trolleybus operation in
Wellington 349 was depot-bound. It is in the centre of
the photograph. This area is now crammed with fifty-two
trolleybuses. They await a decision as to what will
happen to the trolleybus fleet that was withdrawn far
too early for its age.

349 ... 2008-2017
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1950s EVENT AT CARLTON COLVILLE
On 11 May reader Tom Douce visited The East Anglia Transport Museum at Carlton Colville, near Lowestoft. A 1950s
themed event was taking place, featuring trolleybuses that once operated on the south coast of the England.
Left: Bournemouth 212, built in 1935 has a Sunbeam MS2
chassis, Park Royal/BCT body and BTH electrical equipment.
Originally numbered 112, it was renumbered and converted to
open top in 1958.

Right: Portsmouth 313 was built in 1951. It has a B.U.T. chassis,
Burlingham body and English Electric electrical equipment. This
trolleybus closed the Portsmouth system on July 27th, 1963.

Left: Hastings 34, which has a Sunbeam W chassis, Weymann
body and BTH electrical equipment, dates from 1947. When the
Hastings system closed on 1 June 1959, 34 was sold for further
service in Maidstone where it was given fleet number 86.
Commented Tom, “The vehicle was launched at the event,
following its restoration - it looked magnificent, and is a credit
to all those that were involved.”

Right: “For me, "The Belle of the Ball" was
undoubtedly Hastings 3, aka "Happy Harold"*. It was
built in 1928 on a Guy BTX chassis with Dodson
bodywork. Amazingly, the vehicle survived until the
end of the Hastings system and took part in the
ceremonial journey on the final day. After
withdrawal in 1960 it was fitted with a Commer TS3
diesel engine. The booms were placed on the
overhead and the trolleybus travelled a short
distance still using the diesel engine. I was told that
the power was switched off whilst this took place.
Strange to see a trolleybus emitting fumes whilst the
booms are attached to the wires!”

*Harold II, was the last crowned Anglo-Saxon king of England. Harold
reigned from 6 January 1066 until his death at the Battle of Hastings,
fighting the Norman invaders led by William the Conqueror during the
Norman conquest of England.
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ODDS AND ENDS FROM GRAHAM LONG
Thinking caps on readers - forty years ago in
1979 Graham Long* took these photographs but
unfortunately has little information about the
two buses concerned. Can you fill in the gaps?
Left and below: That’s Ian Little and presumably
two of his children at their Miramar home, but
what is that in the driveway. It is thought to be an
ex-Dunedin trolleybus turned into a house bus.

Right: Ian Little looks very pleased with himself
having discovered this former Dunedin trolleybus,
“Jollie Trollie”, believed to be #4.
* Graham Long drove trolleybuses in Auckland in
1974/5 and worked out of May Road depot in Mt
Roskill. Ian Little also operated a charter bus
company in Wellington for which Graham did a
spot of driving from time to time.

Left: Doing the trolleybus two-step. A delightful action photograph taken
in Dunedin in 1979 with the carbons on this trolley boom receiving
attention.

Below: Ian Little is best remembered for his collection of trolleybuses but
he also saved old diesel buses as well as witnessed in this view of exDunedin 113 and 118 pictured at the Ferry terminal. Today’s buses are
fitted with bicycle racks – yesterday’s had a row of pram hooks below the
driver’s window.

11

SPOTLIGHT ON
BUSES

WHAT’S BEEN IN THE MEDIA IN THE LAST MONTH...
A round-up of the stories that have made the news pages and webpages

Above: At least the Route 91 Airport Flyers have a display
to give a clue as to where they are going. On 17 May
2019, 2505 was photographed heading along Lambton
Quay en route to Lower Hutt.
---------------------------------------------

LETTERS THAT DIDN’T MAKE THE CUT
Newspapers only print a selection of readers’ letters that are submitted.
Here are several that went to “File 13”.

Victorian tram-train plan

Sham tram scam

Richard Seddon may have been Prime Minister when a
cycleway to Lower Hutt was first proposed (DP 24 May)
but Sir George Grey was Premier when the Press
reported:
“The Government have sent home for one of Rowan’s
patent tramway engines and two passenger cars with a
view of making frequent passenger runs to the Lower Hutt
… It is probable arrangements will be made with the
Tramway Company to run their cars direct from Newton
to the Lower Hutt … It is thought that if such arrangement
can be made there will be no necessity for a central
railway station.” (Press, 28/1/1878)
Trams were imported to run this Victorian tram-train
venture, but due to the limitations of steam traction in the
street the venture failed and the vehicles went to Dunedin.
No such limitations exist in the electrified 21st century,
and light rail, including mixing with heavy rail (tramtrain), is expanding around the world.
The cycleway is a great project but it won’t attract enough
car commuters to make a difference to downtown
congestion. Only ‘direct through service’ on rail will do
that, something Lets Get Wellington Moving has ignored.

Hooray for Richard Young (31/5/19)
doing the research and shining a light
on the fake tram scam which has
distracted our more gullible politicians
and transport planners. It reminds me
of the city council’s brief "Parry
Peoplemover” infatuation in 1995,
which stopped preparations for a
proper downtown heritage tramway –
a feature which has benefited
Christchurch so much – dead in its
almost-laid tracks. That, in turn,
stopped progress towards regional
light rail.
(Oxymoron alert: there can be no such
thing as a "trackless tram" – “tram"
necessarily means running on rails.)

Brent Efford
NZ Agent, Light Rail Transit Assn
24/5/19

Having it both ways with trackless trams

But Richard derails somewhat with a
plea for a locally-developed "Welly
Bendy bus". It, too, would serve only
a small part – about 8% by length – of
the (mainly rail) regional public
transport corridor and thus do nothing
to ameliorate regional car commuting.
What is really needed is a light rail
link offering a seamless direct through
service, tram-train style, for the whole
region to attract commuters off the
motorways. Earlier local studies, and
experience of urban rail everywhere
else, confirm that is the only way to
double public transport use and really
get Wellington moving.

Has environmental scientist Peter
Newman any knowledge of how
long infrastructure projects take to
complete in this country? He states
in Winding Road to Mass Transit,
DP 25 May, that putting a top seal
over the road and painting the lines
which trackless trams would follow
through sensors could be done in a
weekend. Sorry Peter, the
contractors couldn't even organise
all the required cones in that time. If
it's taking up to five weeks just to
install a set of traffic lights at
Seatoun tunnel how could the huge
project that you propose be finished
in 48 hours?
Alan Wickens
25/5/19

Did you see that Justin Lester wants trackless trams rather than light rail?
“Personally I’m in favour of a trackless tram,” Lester said, according to a
Dominion Post report. But hold on. His support is not unqualified. The report
also tells us: Lester said he’d withdraw support for trackless trams if the
Brent Efford
business case didn’t support it. And how will such a decision be made?
NZ Agent, Light Rail Transit Assn
The Dominion Post goes on to tell us: The mayor is trying to setup an overseas 31/5/19
visit to investigate trackless tram technology. “We need public transport
otherwise we’ll just be a city of flyovers and spaghetti junctions.” Let’s hope that LGWM isn’t secretly planning any of those. But let’s also
acknowledge that there’ve been warnings about trackless trams, as John Rankin detailed earlier this month. Among his cautions: Trackless
trams on Wellington’s low quality roads would deliver a low quality ride, while requiring regular road repairs. And then there’s the issue of
how these decisions should be made. The mayor has also been reported as favouring a second Terrace Tunnel, though (like spaghetti
junctions) this is not included in the projects approved for financing by LGWM. His approval was quoted by John Milford after the mayor
spoke at a Chamber of Commerce breakfast. We’ve asked the mayor’s office to confirm whether this report is correct. No response yet.
Source: Wellington Scoop. 3 June 2019. http://wellington.scoop.co.nz/?p=119197
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FANCY A JOB A SEAT ON THE REGIONAL COUNCIL?

Regional Council seeking new members to deal with “the big issues
Press Release – Greater Wellington Regional Council
If fast-growing and vibrant greater Wellington is your home, now is your opportunity to make a positive difference
to its future. Nominations will soon open for local authority elections, which will take place in October. Wellington
Regional Councillors represent constituencies from Kāpiti Coast, Porirua-Tawa, Pōneke/Wellington, Te Awa
Kairangi ki Tai/Lower Hutt, Te Awa Kairangi ki Uta /Upper Hutt and Wairarapa and work together on region-wide
issues. They are at the forefront of change on key subjects such as delivering public transport, protecting and
enhancing the environment, managing flood protection, enhancing water quality, safeguarding our water supply
and responding to climate change. In short, the big issues that matter to the people of the region. Councillors make
a personal contribution to building a brighter future for our extraordinary region, their decisions can affect the
Wellington region for decades. Now is the time to consider standing for council. Nominations open on 19 July and
close at 12 noon on 16 August. To help potential candidates find out more about the regional council and the
elections, Greater Wellington has launched an elections websitewww.MakeAStand.co.nz
Source: Wellington Scoop. 4 June 2019. http://wellington.scoop.co.nz/?p=119286
A couple of reader comments to this story...
I am in correspondence with the Returning Officer about promoting a ticket named “Kick ’em Out”. (This shouldn’t affect the ‘top’
candidate who is apparently standing down.) This morning at 9.25 I arrived at the stop opposite the entrance to the Botanic Gardens where
the buses are due every ten minutes. The electronic sign showed that they were due in 12 minutes, 16 minutes and 56 minutes. The bus
situation is quite disgraceful and is a very good reason for promoting a “Kick ’em Out” ticket.
Chris Laidlaw and Barbara Donaldson have to go. Their time is up. Both have very badly handled the PTOM contracts and the
reorganization of the bus routes.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Call to scrap free off-peak cable car rides at top Wellington tourist attraction
New Zealand's ageing population is creating a super problem for one of Wellington's most popular tourist attractions. Wellington's Cable
Car is many things: the city's second most popular tourist activity, a public transport system that ferries people between Wellington's CBD
and the suburb of Kelburn, and a cash generator for the city council. Cable Car Chief Executive Simon Fleischer believes it may be the only
public transport system in the country that runs at a profit. Threatening that is a growing cohort of ageing cable-goers armed with
SuperGold cards and slowly chipping away at the council-controlled organisation's profit margins. Fleischer and Cable Car
chairman Anthony Wilson have asked a council committee to look at scrapping SuperGold card coverage on the service. Grey
Power President Mac Welch said if Wellington City Council wanted a fight over free cable-car rides they could "bring it on". "The fact that
we worked seven days a week, brought up families, didn't wine and dine and have mobile phones and flash motorcars, bought one house,
stayed in it forever, and paid a mortgage - when these people start whingeing about things like that it's high time somebody got a kick in
the arse quite frankly." SuperGold cardholders are entitled to free rides on public transport during off-peak times: set by legislation as 9am
to 3pm nationwide. But for the Wellington Cable Car those off-peak times are when cruise ship passengers and tourists visit and the
service earns most of its cash. Government gold card subsidies are capped at nearly $90,000 a year but cardholders make $150,000 worth
of trips off-peak using the service. If their demographic continues to grow, and they continue using the service off-peak, their patronage
could end up pushing out paying tourists and depleting cash reserves. "It's a classic government service, great idea but just not quite
enough money to go with it," Fleischer said. At a Wellington Council committee meeting outgoing Cable Car chairman Wilson said the
company could scrap its gold-card coverage at "a moment's notice" but could not shift the off-peak hours without a change in legislation.
"We wouldn't do so without some guidance from the council." Councillor Fleur Fitzsimons said Wilson should be "cautious" before
removing it. Two years ago the Cable Car service was facing a cash crisis that would see it shut down within a decade without extra council
funding. Now the organisation is steadily building up cash reserves to pay for replacement cable cars in 2024, a purchase it hopes to half
fund from cash reserves and half from debt. Insurance was another challenge. The service and tunnels were insured with an excess
of $500,000 which in practical terms required the organisation to keep $300,000 cash on-hand, Fleischer told Stuff. Wilson told the council
committee the cable car CCO would not be paying a dividend: "We encourage the council not to raid the piggy-bank because if you do
you'll end up paying further down the track." Welch said tourists should pick up the tab for bills the service had to pay but public transport
like cable cars was important to the elderly, many of whom couldn't use private vehicles. "We get very little and what we've got we're
going to hang onto."
Souce: Stuff. 5 June 2019.
https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/news/113250272/call-to-scrap-free-offpeak-cable-car-rides-at-top-wellington-tourist-attraction
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sue Kedgley will stand down from regional council re-election
Veteran politician, activist and writer Sue Kedgley will bid farewell to her role with the Greater Wellington Regional Council this year and
stand down from re-election. "I feel I've done my bit," said Kedgley, who believed it was time to bring new blood onto the council. She said
the time for millennials had come and their voices were needed around the table in politics. Kedgley, 71, has worked in politics for the
past 26 years, including 12 years as an MP for the Green Party and as a regional councillor since 2013. She said the reputation of the
regional council had taken a big dent due to the recent "bus fiasco" and that it would need to work hard to regain trust from the public. A
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fundamental issue was the low pay rate for bus drivers and poor work conditions. "Driving a bus packed with people around our narrow
streets is dangerous and they [bus drivers] are woefully underpaid." Kedgley will run for one more term with the Capital and Coast District
Health Board [CCDHB] because she said she felt it was doing positive things despite hospitals running at full capacity and more beds being
needed; newly appointed health board members will take office in December. Her extra time will also be used to focus on other things in
her life such as writing. She has written six books the most recent of which was titled Eating Safely in a Toxic World. Fellow Greater
Wellington Regional Councillor Roger Blakely said he had great respect for Kedgley's skills and contributions to the regional council. "She
has been a great colleague."
Source: Stuff. 6 June 2019.
https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/news/113296782/sue-kedgley-will-stand-down-from-regional-council-reelection
*Sue will be remembered as an advocate of the trolleybuses and campaigned vigorously to stop their withdrawal in October 2017.*
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Letters to The Dominion Post 6 June 2019.
See page 33 for an illustration on the “Standstill in
Kilbirnie” letter.

PRESS RELEASE: LETS GET WELLINGTON MOVING MASS TRANSIT
PROPOSALS "UNBELIEVABLY STUPID". May 16 2019.
The Let’s Get Wellington Moving proposals for “mass transit” – which may or may not mean
light rail – are “unbelievably stupid”, according to Brent Efford, the NZ agent for the UKbased Light Rail Transit Association. "The study has clearly taken no notice of expert advice
and has failed to learn from international experience."
“While the report says good things about moving more people with fewer vehicles, the
approach suggested in the Recommended Programme of Investment will not make that
happen. Experience overseas of integrating regional heavy rail and local light rail routes
suggests at least a doubling of overall rail patronage would happen if that obvious, and more
economical, approach was taken.”

'Tiger Tea' bus back soon

“Wellington” is not just a small city of 100,000 served by buses south of Thorndon but a
metropolis of nearly half a million, 75% of whom live in an area served by a rail transit spine
operated very much like light rail already. However, that rail transit spine stops at the edge of
the CBD where 77% of the region’s economic activity happens. That circumstance
incentivises the mass car commuting by the 75% which is the cause of most of the traffic
congestion.
Wellington is one of the very few regions to have a rail transit system so crippled. As in
Auckland, any big infrastructure investment must facilitate regional rail penetration of the

Plenty of young noses were pressed longingly to the windows of the CBD. Light rail (to the ambient railway gauge, of course) can do that glorified buses, or any
distinctively striped trolleybus this week, after the bus exhibit's
other incompatible technology, obviously will not.
interior was temporarily closed for a conservation and audiovisual
Moreover, a waterfront route away from the Golden Mile – the region’s main street – instead
upgrade. Museum acting visitor experience manager Tim Cornelius
going via Taranaki St not Courtenay Place, and a winding indirect route to the Airport via
said many children often came to the museum's front reception
Miramar and mixed up with SH1 will cost more and be too slow to be an attractive
counter, uttered the word "bus" and rushed to the museum's
alternative to driving.
transport gallery to see the bus. "It's one of our hero objects, along
with Josephine." Steam engine Josephine is the museum's rare
"But the worst aspect of the whole plan is the failure to have an integrated high-capacity
Double Fairlie locomotive, brought from England to operate on the
regional rail transit system penetrating the CBD, like every other rail-equipped city in the
Dunedin-Port Chalmers railway in 1872. In recent years, the bus has world either already has or, like Auckland, is striving towards", Mr Efford concluded.
become an interactive exhibit, and visitors could enter by the rear
door and take a seat in the back half of the bus, enjoying the forward journey by watching an audiovisual display on a big television set on
a screen partition half way down the bus. Having many thousands of museum visitors, both young and old, entering the bus over the years
meant the seats and interior had been "getting a bit of a hammering", he said. The new interactive video display, strongly simulating a
forward journey, and reviving memories of old times, is four times bigger than the old display. The old seat padding and coverings are also
being replaced by items specially manufactured to match the originals. The bus, which has been cared for by the museum since 1992, was
number 10 in the Dunedin City Transport Department fleet, and began service in 1951, running to Normanby. It was repainted in the now
well-known Tiger Tea colours in 1976. Retired along with the other remaining Dunedin trolley buses in March 1982, this bus covered
863,939km in its 31 years of service, making it the most travelled of the city's trolleybuses.
Source: Otago Daily Times. 25 May 2019. https://www.odt.co.nz/news/dunedin/tiger-tea-bus-back-soon
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Let's Get Wellington's Buses Moving: Wellington councils team up to
enact long-awaited bus route fixes
A decades-old plan is being unearthed by Wellington City Council to speed up buses as part of a strategy to fix the city's troubled
transport network. Greater Wellington Regional councillors and Wellington City councillors have been exchanging testy emails with each
other for a year after a controversial bus network redesign but this week both councils will vote on a new effort to work together.
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GWRC councillor Roger Blakeley said Auckland was now "rapidly overtaking us as the public transport capital of New Zealand". The first
parts of the plan to fix the problem were debated by City Councillors at a city strategy meeting on Tuesday and the Regional Council will
discuss it on Thursday. Car parks will be ripped up and traffic lights will give priority to buses to make timetables more reliable. Regional
councillor Sue Kedgley said: "This is something we have been talking about for many years and now we have the opportunity to actually do
it." But several city councillors expressed surprise the proposed fixes had been sitting on the city council's shelf since 2007. Chief City
planner David Chick told the meeting a group involving representatives of both councils would present a schedule of planned bus priority
routes in September. Chris Calvi-Freeman asked: "Are you aware that quite a lot of this work has been done in draft work many years
ago? The Dom Post ran a big article about it 10 years ago." Transport contractor Dougal List spoke on behalf of the newly-formed
collaboration between the two councils and highlighted key problems with the network including that buses were travelling at speeds of
10kmh on routes which carried the largest number of people. He presented graphs showing actual arrival and departure times diverged
significantly from bus timetables. "Greater Wellington is trying to operate a bus network with limited resources. The more that buses are
stuck on journeys or taking longer the more it reduces their ability to efficiently operate the fleet with the drivers that are available." The
bus priority routes will include the Golden Mile - Lambton through to Courtenay Place - Thorndon Quay, Kent Tce, and other routes in the
wider suburbs. Councillor Sarah Free said the city council also planned to put more money into building bus shelters, something that
would have taken 25 years to finish without a funding boost. "There's been a real change in the way we're working." Regional councillor
Daran Ponter said there was little surprising in the plans. Ponter said he and Kedgley had proposed one part of the plan - to pedestrianise
the Golden Mile - two years ago at a regional council level, but it was shelved because Let's Get Wellington Moving plans had not been
released. The "low hanging fruit" from the 2007 plan - Adelaide Rd and Cambridge Tce - had been done but harder tasks that involved
the removal of too many carparks, hadn't. "Every street where that's going to happen there's going to be lots of tension."
Source: Stuff. 11 June 2019.
https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/news/113395167/lets-get-wellingtons-buses-moving-wellington-councils-team-up-to-enactlongawaited-bus-route-fixes
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

About half of Wellington bus trips are at least twice as slow as driving, figures show
If it feels like your bus ride is taking longer than it should, regional council figures show you are probably right. A report outlining the state
of Wellington's bus network shows about half of all trips are at least twice as slow as driving, with average peak-time travel speeds on
some routes dropping below 10kmh. An average speed comparable with international best practice would be 22kmh - an increase of
between 10 and 30 per cent on Wellington's travel times, the report said. "In a very few instances, taking public transport is slightly faster
than driving, or takes about the same amount of time. "However, in all these instances, this is by train rather than bus." Greater
Wellington Regional and Wellington City councils compiled the report after teaming up to develop a plan aimed at making the network
more reliable. The plan includes removing car parks on the Golden Mile, which runs from Wellington Railway Station along Lambton Quay,
Willis St, Manners St and Courtenay Place, and creating more bus lanes and traffic-light priority for buses across the city. The report said
taking the bus was slower than driving in almost all instances, with variability in travel times also a major problem. Figures comparing bus
and car journey times were taken from 2013 data, but the rest of the figures were from current information. The figures show average
travel speeds have dropped below 10kmh at peak times on some services on the Golden Mile, and between Wellington Regional Hospital
and the CBD. That meant taking the bus was "not competitive with driving", the report said. Across the city, the average peak-time speed
was 15-20kmh, with typical speeds "not much higher" in the off-peak. One of the worst stretches was on the No.1 route from Island Bay to
the railway station, where travel times on the 8-kilometre trip during the morning peak ranged from 32 minutes to 48 minutes. Public
transport advocate Tony Randle said the figures showed the difficulty in encouraging people out of cars and onto public transport. "People
are not going to give up a 20-minute car journey to travel for 40 to 50 minutes on a bus, especially when it's unreliable." More-direct train
services showed it was possible to have a public transport network comparable to cars, but that required dedicated lanes, Randle said.
"You need a dedicated corridor and some real investment. Wellington's bus service has never had that so it's no surprise to me that it's
really slow." The plan to improve the network has been developed as part of the $6.4 billion Let's Get Wellington Moving programme
aimed at fixing congestion between Wellington Airport and the Ngauranga Gorge. Greg Pollock, the regional council's general manager of
public transport, said an action plan would be developed by September, with changes expected to be made within 12 months. The LGWM
programme also includes a proposal for a mass transit system through the city, with the proposed route running from the railway station
along the waterfront quays and Taranaki St, past the Basin Reserve to Newtown, and eventually through Kilbirnie to the airport.
WELLINGTON BUS COMMUTER CRAWL
* 50 per cent of bus trips at least twice as slow as car trips (representative figures)
* Bus trips slower than car trips on almost all journeys
* Average speed on some peak-time Golden Mile services now less than 10kmh
* Average peak-time speed across Wellington 15-20kmh
* 16-minute range in journey times in morning peak Island Bay-railway station.
Source: Stuff. 13 June 2019.
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/113446611/about-half-of-wellington-bus-trips-are-at-least-twice-as-slow-as-driving-figures-show
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Is it hardly surprising that bus trips are so slow through Wellington city centre? A typical
bus (such as an Airport Flyer seen opposite) leaving the Interchange will have
encountered nineteen sets of traffic lights and seven bus stops by the time it reaches the
end of Courtenay Place. Just how the powers-that-be intend to “get Wellington moving”
when there are so many potential stoppages in such short a distance is a mystery. They
talk of dedicated bus lanes but a lot of the route described above is single carriageway.
Right: Airport Flyer 2509 in Manners Street on 14 June. One of the aims of LGWM is to
clear congestion, just as the advertising is on the side of 2509, except it’s for one’s chest!
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Ghost trams
A recent letter, (Railing against logic, May 20) claims
many advantages over light rail for tram buses, without
mentioning that the latter are only a concept that doesn’t
actually exist.
There are guided buses, as in Adelaide and Cambridge,
England, which need enormous amounts of concrete for
their tracks, and various rubber-tyred trams, most not
very successful. Non-contact guided systems, as seem to
be intended, have only operated for slow speeds in
limited locations, such as sharing stops with regular
trams.
The letter introduces more incompatibilities, expecting
long high capacity vehicles to able to ‘‘meander through
suburbs to reduce the need for hubs’’, and an apparent
need to climb hills that were handled without problems
by earlier Wellington trams.
Many cities have introduced or expanded light rail with
partially dedicated routes and traffic-light priority to
provide high-capacity corridors with reliable transit
times. Efforts to do it on the cheap with completely
untried new technology are asking to compound the
current Bustastrophe.
Tony Hurst, Wilton
23 May 2019.

It is disappointing that those who know nothing about mass
rapid transit have jumped on the trackless tram bandwagon.
Stuart Reid (Letters, May 20) appears not to have the
slightest knowledge of light rail, despite claiming an
engineering background.
Light rail tracks are laid so that their tops are absolutely level
with the road surface, allowing all other vehicles to safely
share the same surface.
Rails spread the load, so for the same axle load, trackless
trams put the roads under greater strain, resulting in higher
cost. Reid’s non-solution of bringing the road up to standard
in stages will cause multiple disruption and added cost.
Light rail can tackle 6 per cent gradients easily – enough to
handle the main corridors. Steeper roads are not the place
for any rapid transit mode.
Far from being based on fanaticism, the concerns of light-rail
experts are based on experience and profound knowledge of
the pitfalls of these pseudotrams – and there are many.
The most important consideration is that nothing but light
rail laid to 1067-millimetre gauge can ever link seamlessly
with the existing suburban rail system, and that must surely
be the ultimate aim.
Demetrius Christoforou, Mt Victoria
23 May 2019

Right: Letter to
The
Dominion
Post 17 June
2019
in
response to the
report
on
previous page.

Above: More on the Trackless Tram debate. A
couple of letters to The Dominion Post that were
missed from the June edition.
More letters – published on 18 June 2019.

Councils debate joint approach to
bus priority for city
Greater Wellington Regional Council and the Wellington City
Council are working together to bring more bus priority to the
city from next year in a bid to make public transport faster for its
users. A joint paper from officers at the two councils documents
policies and practices and signals the development of a joint
action plan for further bus priority through the city to increase
reliability and reduce journey times on key bus routes. Regional
Council Chair Chris Laidlaw says while there has been genuine
good will from both councils in the past, there has not been the
level of shared commitment to city-wide bus priority that there is
now. “Getting our buses moving through the city faster, in
dedicated bus lanes and using limited road space in a smarter
way will be good for all Wellingtonians. Let’s Get Wellington
Moving will eventually deliver a mass transit spine, but we’ve
also recognised the need to deliver better bus priority now. Our
shared ratepayers want a reliable and efficient bus system and
bus priority is pivotal to achieving that. Both councils need to
work together on this to be able to deliver successfully,” says
Chair Laidlaw. Wellington City Mayor Justin Lester says the move
is necessary and that growing traffic volumes will detract from
the city’s amenity and liveability, eroding the things that make
Wellington a great place. “As we grow, we need to ensure we can move more people with fewer vehicles. At the moment many people
drive into the city because it is quicker and more reliable than public transport. Those people will only make a shift to public transport if
travel speeds, journey times and consistency of service are in place and bus priority will help achieve that.” says Mayor Lester. There’s
strong public support for bus priority too. Metlink’s customer satisfaction survey reported just 61 percent of Wellington City respondents
were satisfied with bus travel times – something that bus priority can do something about. If the paper is agreed, a clear evidence-based
and prioritised programme of work will be developed by September. Both councils have been in early discussions with the NZ Transport
Agency who will be a key partner in the proposed programme.
Source: Metlink. 11 June 2019. https://www.metlink.org.nz/news/councils-debate-joint-approach-to-bus-priority-for-city/
Just how these bureaucrats propose to speed up buses through the city with “better bus priority” is an interesting concept. With nineteen
sets of traffic lights and seven bus stops between the Interchange and Courtenay Place (the main bus route through the CBD) and
approximately half of the roadway in this stretch of route only single carriageway, speeding buses up will be a challenge of the first
degree. At present it takes approximately fifteen minutes in off-peak to complete this relatively short journey. It will be interesting to see
what proposals are presented by September.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Right: What option there is for bus priority is an interesting question. All of Manners Street, Willis
Street, Customhouse Quay, Hunter Street and parts of Lambton Quay are single lane only now. 1472
enters Manners Street on 12 March 2019 after crossing Taranaki Street from Courtenay Place.
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Double decker buses coming to the Hutt Valley
Double-decker buses will be rolling out in Eastbourne, Petone and the Lower Hutt city centre to help meet current and future customer
demand. Over the next 20 years there’s going to be 20 per cent to 30 percent more passengers travelling by bus so we’ve got to find a way
to carry more people without clogging up the roads with even more vehicles. Double-deckers provide 91 seats compared to large single
deckers which only have seating for 43 passengers. With buses departing as often as every 5 minutes from the Eastbourne terminus,
introducing double deckers means we can prepare for current and future demand without running more buses. The extra capacity on
double-deckers helps minimise bus bunching, reduce blocked driveways, and reduce the number of buses pulling into stops and holding
up traffic. Introducing double-deckers requires some changes: redefining and shifting of the carriageway, relocation and redesign of a few
bus stops; and tree trimming. These changes will also help improve the customer experience for single deckers too - helping all buses get
nearer to the footpath making it easier for people to get on and off the bus. A survey of the trees along the bus corridor has been
undertaken by Hutt City and Greater Wellington’s infrastructure teams and we’ll be undertaking some tree trimming as a result, which you
may notice. We’ll also be implementing changes to the layout of Muritai Rd. Introducing double-eckers on the Eastbourne service should
be seen as a first step to accommodating future growth in the Hutt Valley. As housing developments grow over time, we expect demand
to be met of double-decker buses on other key Hutt Valley bus routes. Your support in helping us accommodate this growth with doubledeckers will enable us to give more reliability and punctuality to customers while also minimising the impact of congestion.
Source: Metlink: 10 June 2019. https://www.metlink.org.nz/news/double-decker-buses-coming-to-the-hutt-valley/
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------The services to/from Eastbourne are operated by NZ Bus who currently have seventeen double-deckers, used predominantly on Route 3.
There have been no further announcements of any more double-deckers on order so it is will be interesting to see how the limited
number of buses are stretched into these services. I have been reliably informed that the Eastbourne services will use double-deckers
sometime in July.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sham trams – a massive mistake in the making
By Brent Efford
It would appear that the anti-rail forces are gearing up for a real selling job next Tuesday [25 June]*, with a Wellington presentation about
trackless trams by Professor Peter Newman of Western Australia’s Curtin University, who believes they are a viable mass transit solution.
But trackless trams in Wellington would cause a permanent severance of mass transit between the suburban rail system – the PT spine for
three quarters of the region’s half million population and quite light-rail-like in its operation – and the three quarters of the regional
economic activity that takes place south of the Railway Station. This would not only ensure that greater Wellington remains pretty much
the only urban area in the world without a city rail link for its rail transit system (once Auckland’s CRL is completed), but also it would
remove from future generations the ability over time to develop a continuous and effective automated electric zero-carbon transit system
stretching, potentially, all the way from the Eastern Suburbs/Airport to Masterton and Palmerston North. Given the original 1987
Brundtland definition of sustainable development: “meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs” (my emphasis), adopting a separate mass transit mode which cannot share the infrastructure for
the region’s existing mass transit (covering 92% of the corridor length) is a pretty poor show for a Professor of Sustainability to be
advocating for us, whatever its merits for other cities. Without a rail extension through the CBD and beyond, it is hard to see what would
cause a significant transfer from car commuting to public transport for the vast majority of the population – essential to ‘get Wellington
moving’. Particularly once Transmission Gully opens next year. Remember Dr Watson, manager of the regional transport studies of the
1990s: “We always came to the same conclusion. Light rail as a stand alone service (Station to airport) was not a winner… We looked at
operating standard units and light rail on the same tracks and then allowing the light rail to extend into the city. We saw no problem with
this.” Even the term ’trackless tram’ is an oxymoron – a silly attempt to appropriate the charisma of rail transit for a blatantly non-rail
mode, essentially just a guided bus (of which there are numerous proprietary examples, some outright failures). ‘Sham tram’ is my
description, just like the fake ’trolley’ buses used in some US cities to fool the tourists. Some “tricky questions” which we might ask at
Professor Newman’s presentation on Tuesday (25 June):
Can the CRRC experimental vehicles being trialled by the Zhuzhou Institute in China run on Wellington’s existing rail network? (The answer
to this is obvious, but it establishes that the advocates are pushing for Wellington’s mass transit to be permanently uncompetitive with car
commuting.)
How will the CRRC guided bus on a short route attract more car commuters to public transport than a continuous rail spine with ‘direct
through service’?
Where in the world (presumably just in China) has the CRRC guided bus technology proven itself in intensive revenue service? Anywhere
similar to Wellington?
How can it be claimed that the CRRC guided bus system does not require extensive guideway foundation work when Wellington’s bus lane
experience (in Manners Mall etc) suggests the opposite?
What sort of ride quality will the sham tram provide over ordinary streets without a strengthened foundation similar to a proper tramway?
What evidence is there that a bus lane with two dashed lines painted on it will provide more property value uplift and transit-oriented
development than a proper tramway with steel rails?
Is the CRRC system proprietary, or can it be used by any competing vehicle manufacturer?
What financial guarantees are there against the CRRC system, once installed, proving unreliable and having to be replaced, as has
happened with the guided bus systems in Nancy and Caen? (Not to mention the similar Civis optical system which failed in Las Vegas.)
What experience is there of the CRRC guided bus sharing pedestrian malls? Grass and similar soft landscaping? Viaducts and tunnels?
How would the CRRC system achieve direct through service between the Wellington and Hutt CBDs, as proposed in 1999?
And so on. The unsuitability of the CRRC system for Wellington’s mass transit needs, and the financial risks potentially involved, are pretty
obvious to knowledgeable people with a region-wide perspective. But the guided bus option is developing a political momentum of its
own without justification – another Massive Engineering Mistake in the making. Come and put it to the question!
Brent Efford is the NZ Agent of the Light Rail Transit Assn.
Source: Wellington Scoop. 20 June 2019. http://wellington.scoop.co.nz/?p=119792
*Tuesday’s free public event was held is in Room RHLT2, Rutherford House, part of Victoria University’s Pipitea campus in Bunny Street.
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Public transport becoming a more popular option in Wellington
More Wellingtonians are taking trains and buses to and from work. Wellington City Council transport data shows that daily commuter
numbers have grown by 10,000 over the last 20 years, to 84,000 people. Over that period 4300 people ditched their cars to walk, cycle,
catch a train or bus to work, but 40,000 people continued to take a private vehicle. Trains had the biggest increase, with 7000 more people
travelling on them every day. Wellington Mayor Justin Lester said that was due to extra spending on trains. “When you invest in train
services – and we’ve seen that to the north of the city, for example – and you’ve got a reliable service that’s new with the Matangi trains,
people will use it,” Mr Lester said. “There’s been significant uptake. “Likewise, you need to do that for buses and you need to make sure
that you provide mass transit to other parts of the city.” Wellington councillor Chris Calvi-Freeman said there needed to be public
transport to the airport from the south and east of the city within the next 10 years. Next Wednesday, the council will consider a $6.4
billion transport proposal including rapid transit from the centre of the city to the airport.
Source: RNZ: 21 June 2019.
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/392676/public-transport-becoming-a-more-popular-option-in-wellington
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Let's Get Wellington Moving labelled 'mirage' but voted through by
Greater Wellington Regional Council
A councillor has labelled Let's Get Wellington Moving a "mirage" but the region's infamously delayed transport plan has passed its first
vote. Nearly five years after a memorandum of understanding was signed between Wellington City Council and Greater Wellington
Regional Council to solve Wellington's congestion problems, the first part of LGWM has been voted through by the regional council. GWRC
voted unanimously on Tuesday morning to advance the region's $6.4 billion LGWM plan, the first council in the Wellington region to do
so. The 20-year joint venture between the councils and the New Zealand Transport Agency is aimed at
fixing traffic congestion between Wellington Airport and the Ngauranga Gorge by getting people out of private vehicles and onto public
transport. But many councillors expressed their frustrations that the project was still in its planning stages. Councillor David Ogden said he
was voting for LGWM even though he didn't believe it would happen. "I will vote for this because it could happen, but at the moment it's
just a mirage." Ian McKinnon attached an amendment expressing concern at the priorities in the plan passed and the speed at which
LGWM was progressing. “We’re talking about the vision, Wellingtonians want reality.” LGWM programme director Barry Mein, who
presented to the meeting, said the list of projects was organised in "relative priority" with a walkable city at the top and an extra Mt
Victoria tunnel at the bottom. If passed by other councils in the region, the vote gives the green light to a number of "early delivery"
projects including: a central city walking programme, cycling improvements, lower speeds in the CBD, a pedestrian crossing on Cobham Dr,
and bus priority on Thorndon Quay, Hutt Rd and the Golden Mile. In the longer term it will approve investigations and business cases into:
rapid transit to the airport, an extra Mt Victoria tunnel, Basin Reserve roading traffic separating improvements, walkability projects,
cycleways through the city from Kent Terrace to Bowen St, turning the Golden Mile and Waterfront Quays into a dual public transport
spine, and integrated ticketing across public transport systems. But it also takes several projects off the table for the next 30 years:
reconfiguring SH1 under a new city park in Te Aro between the Basin Reserve and the Terrace tunnel, duplication of the Terrace Tunnel,
and an additional southbound lane on SH1 between Ngauranga and Aotea Quay. Over the next three decades the two councils will spend
$2.6b on the project with the government estimated to spend $3.8b.
Source: Stuff. 25 June 2019.
https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/news/wellington/113745666/lets-get-wellington-moving-labelled-mirage-but-voted-through-bygreater-wellington-regional-council
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Trackless tram 'junket' to China for Wellington Mayor Justin Lester
rejected by regional councillors
Regional councillors have expressed their shock at a Wellington City Council plan to fly Mayor Justin Lester and city council staff to China
on a $5500 per person tour to investigate trackless trams. Greater Wellington Regional councillor Paul Swain labelled a plan by the city
council to send Lester, senior staff, an unnamed city councillor, and Associate Transport Minister Julie Anne Genter as “unbelievable” and
not meeting the “sniff test”. “This can only be described as a junket.” Swain’s fellow councillors have also raised transparency issues
around the trip. Lester has been approached for comment but said he was in meetings yesterday evening and could only provide
information about the tour through a spokeswoman. At a Greater Wellington Regional Council meeting yesterday to discuss the Let’s Get
Wellington Moving transport plan, general manager Luke Troy said Wellington City Council had invited regional councillors on the tour and
would continue with the trip regardless. The plan was for councillors and staff to visit Beijing and Zhuzhou for $5500 per person - $3000
for flights and $2500 for expenses – to examine three types of mass transit systems. It would take place between July 29 and August 2,
months before local body elections scheduled for October 12. Several regional councillors struggled to suppress their surprise at the
proposal and a request that thousands of dollars be spent on a trackless tram tour when a decision on mass transit was several years
away. Swain said the proposal was the “skinniest document I’ve ever seen”. Ian McKinnon said he was “amazed to receive this” and Sue
Kedgley called the proposal “appalling”, while Roger Blakeley said “it’s just not good enough”. Kedgley said the plan had no travel
programme attached nor details about the benefits the region would get from the trip. “I find it quite appalling really that we would get
something as thin as this without a programme,” Kedgley said. “This may be how the Wellington City Council operates because the mayor
just makes these decisions, but I do think it’s a very thin proposal.” GWRC considered the issue at their council meeting on Tuesday after
an invitation from WCC was extended to them on Friday. Troy said two cities in China had trackless trams, Lester's preferred form of mass
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transit. Daran Ponter, who would have been selected for the trip under the staff proposal, criticised the tour noting Let's Get Wellington
Moving was supposed to be a partnership and WCC had made the decision on its own. "There can be no cutting loose by one party feeling
they can go on an international tour and get a sense of things without another partner." Trackless trams are the same width as light rail
cars, carry about 300 passengers and follow painted lines on the road using a smart guidance system. Genter's press secretary Henry
Peach said the associate minister had been approached to go on the tour but hadn't confirmed she would be going.
Source: Stuff. 25 June 2019.
https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/113748293/trackless-tram-junket-to-china-for-wellington-mayor-justin-lester-rejected-byregional-councillors
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Any bus issues? Regional Council targeting climate change and public transport
News from Greater Wellington Regional Council
The Regional Council will target climate change, natural resources and public transport challenges across the region after adopting its
annual plan for 2019/20 today. Acting Council Chair Barbara Donaldson said it was important to tackle some of the region’s biggest issues
in year two of its long term plan 2018-28. “We will be boosting efforts to reduce our carbon footprint and consider a carbon neutral
target. We will also look at what long-term changes we can make to our critical infrastructure investments to continue to reduce our
impact across the region,” Cr Donaldson says. Meeting the needs of the region’s public transport users was also high on the council’s
agenda. “We plan to address any remaining issues in the bus network, continue our investment in rail infrastructure and look to the future
as we progress our commitment to Let’s Get Wellington Moving.” While committing to these long-term actions, affordability remains a
key focus for the council. There was an average rates increase this year of 5.9 per cent. In adopting the annual plan today, Greater
Wellington agreed to apply a differential rate within Wellington City only. “Based on community consultation, we recognised that this
change needed to be made and we are now committed to a comprehensive review of the Revenue and Financing Policy, which will be
undertaken within the next triennium to ensure that contributions remain fair to ratepayers across the region.” The council also accepted
a proposal to increase fees associated with resource consents. A large part of its role is the processing and monitoring of resource
consents for people or organisations who want to undertake activities that affect the region’s natural resources. It also carries out
environmental monitoring and responds to incidents. “The costs to provide these services have changed since the Resource Management
Charging Policy was last updated in 2015. Increasing the fees will help us keep up with these changes and help us look after our natural
resources in line with public expectations,” said Cr Donaldson says. The changes to fees associated with resource consents will come into
effect from July 1 while a comprehensive review of the Revenue and Financing Policy will be undertaken before the next annual plan
2020/21.
Source: Wellington Scoop. 25 June 2019. http://wellington.scoop.co.nz/?p=119951
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Moving Slowly
By Lindsay Shelton
Let’s Get Wellington Moving, now in its fourth year, is continuing to move … slowly. It has reached agreement on a “vision:” the need to
move more people through the city with fewer private motor vehicles, and the need to spend money on better public transport, walking
and cycling. But there are few specifics. And in spite of the fact that details are vague, the Wellington city council is today being asked to
endorse the LGWM vision and its investment programme. It was the Regional Council’s turn yesterday, and all councillors did the right
thing and voted to endorse the vision. But there were quibbles. The DomPost reported that Councillor David Ogden said: “At the moment
it’s just a mirage.” And Councillor McKinnon expressed concern at the speed with which it was progressing. There was no danger however
that councillors would reject the plan, because (in the words of Lester and Laidlaw) the money committed by the government is
“significant” — $3.8billion from the government. Dependent on $2.6billion being provided by the two councils, to be sourced from an
“appropriate balance between rates, user charges, and individuals or businesses who stand to benefit from the investment.” Both
councils’ longterm plans will have to be amended to provide for the extra money. Then there’ll need to be more public consultation to get
community support for the details of big spend. When they’ve been worked out. And how to spend such a huge amount? LGWM confirms
that everyone agrees there must be “high quality mass transit” (also described as rapid transit) from the railway station to the airport via
Newtown. But unexpectedly there’s no decision yet on what it will be. Light rail was expected to be the choice, till advocates of trackless
trams started pressing their controversial case. So now: the preferred mode for mass transit will be “established by a business case”, after
“detailed investigation”. Only when this has been done will there be a start on the “design, staging and sequencing of other
interventions,” and how to minimise disruptions during construction. (Construction? When might it start?) LGWM reckons it can complete
the business case(s) for mass transit by the middle of the year after next, after collecting “considerable additional information.” And what
then: The completion of the business cases are (sic) anticipated to unlock funding for the subsequent phases of the programme
development, being consenting, design development and construction. So there’ll be nothing to see for years. And it’s not only council
planning systems and the LGWM bureaucracy that will be involved. The components of the package are also expected to “go through the
normal NZTA project business case process.” Slow and slower? There is however some easier stuff that LGWM reckons it can deliver
quickly:
Slower speeds for CBD traffic; improvements for pedestrians not only in the CBD but also a crossing on Cobham Drive; bus clearways;
cycleways … (these last two are likely to require the removal of some long established on-street car parking). The clearways are particularly
appealing to the Regional Council, because it believes they may solve some of the issues which are still being faced by travellers on its less
than perfect new bus network. Chris Laidlaw said hopefully last week: “…bus priority measures [are] the key to unlocking a better bus
network. Genuine bus priority measures will create much greater reliability and better travel times.” Everyone wants more reliable buses
… they are top of the list in LGWM’s summary of what Wellington people have told them:
 Support for better public transport: now and long-term
 Universal support for less congestion
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 Widespread support for walking and cycling
 Opposition to new infrastructure increasing car use
 A regional, integrated approach
 It is time to act, while being mindful of cost
 Future-proofed solutions
 Basin traffic flow issues need solving but with no clear view identified
But as has been pointed out by numerous wellington.scoop readers, not all the LGWM plans meet these objectives. For example, a second
Mt Victoria Tunnel and the widening of Ruahine Street and Wellington Road seem to qualify as “new infrastructure increasing car use”
which is listed as unwanted. And as for “time to act,” well for the mass transit that everybody wants, sadly that’s years away. (A mirage, in
the words of Councillor Ogden.)
Source: Wellington Scoop. 26 June 2019. http://wellington.scoop.co.nz/?p=119945
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Wellington City Council passes 20-year, $6.4b transport plan
Wellington City Council has joined the regional council in passing a 20-year transport plan to bring mass transit and other transport
improvements to Wellington. Brian Dawson called Let's Get Wellington Moving "a game-changer", Iona Pannett said it was "climate
change action in practice", Simon Woolf exclaimed that Minister Phil Twyford had "shown us the money", and Deputy Mayor Jill Day told
colleagues they risked over-consulting the public if they didn't pass it. At the end of it all, councillors were unanimous in approving the
$6.4 billion LGWM plan to unblock congestion between Ngauranga Gorge and the airport by getting more people walking, cycling and
using public transport. However, criticisms were still levelled at the lack of detail after years of policy development, and a suite of
amendments were put forward to change it. Opening the debate Mayor Justin Lester evoked Wellington's history of transport
"misadventures and missed opportunities" in a bid to encourage his fellow councillors to vote LGWM in without any amendments that
would change the "indicative package" approved by cabinet. He exhaustively took councillors through the tunnels that had been aborted
and the roading projects left undone as governments and Wellington councils changed direction. "I want to send a strong signal to cabinet
that Wellington has finally got it's s..t together." The vote gives the green light to a number of "early delivery" projects including: a central
city walking programme, cycling improvements, lower speeds in the CBD, a pedestrian crossing on Cobham Dr, and bus priority on
Thorndon Quay, Hutt Rd and the Golden Mile. But councillors edged away from backing an at-grade crossing at Cobham Dr passing an
amendment to encourage council officers to look into building an underpass or a gently sloping bridge on the 70kmh road. Chris CalviFreeman - who proposed it - warned there'd be less money for other things in the LGWM programme if a bridge or an underpass went
ahead. In the longer term council voted to approve investigations and business cases into rapid transit to the airport, an extra Mt Victoria
tunnel, Basin Reserve roading traffic separating improvements, walkability projects, cycleways through the city from Kent Terrace to
Bowen St, turning the Golden Mile and Waterfront Quays into a dual public transport spine, and integrated ticketing across public
transport systems. Diane Calvert, proposed over a dozen amendments - including a request for a regional fuel tax, expedited Basin Reserve
improvements and the a quicker start to the second Mt Victoria tunnel - and said WCC should still push for more even if it angered the
government. "We just can't roll over all the time." And Andy Foster argued there wasn't enough detail in the LGWM proposal, that it was
unaffordable and wouldn't improve transport outcomes for everyone across the city. "If you're a motorist it's actually not going to get
Wellington moving."
Source: Stuff. 26 June 2019.
https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/news/wellington/113797935/wellington-city-council-passes-20year-64b-transport-plan
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Left: Letter to The Dominion Post 28 June 2019.

Wellington bus network troubles blamed on city's challenges
Wellington's Regional Council is blaming a perfect storm of new operators, buses, routes, driver shortages and
design failures for the shambolic introduction of new bus services a year ago. While reliability has since
improved to 92.5 percent of services leaving on time, it is still just 89.2 percent in the east and west of the city.
The regional council's chief executive, Greg Campbell, told Parliament's Transport and Infrastructure Select
Committee this morning the national bus driver shortage and a lack of bus lanes in Wellington were the two
biggest road blocks to fixing the capital's bus system. He said there was nobody to replace drivers who called in
sick. "This leads to cancelled services, often in the peak morning commute and it always seems to be - not on a
day like today - but on a wet and windy day," Mr Campbell said. "While not large in absolute numbers, any
cancelled service is not just frustrating for commuters, they can cause subsequent services to be overcrowded or too full to pick up
passengers." Metlink had a joint recruitment campaign underway with bus companies to deal with the shortages, he said. The challenges
around bus priority and dedicated lanes would be addressed as part of the early delivery of the Let's Get Wellington Moving programme,
but that work was complicated due to Wellington's hilly geography and constrained layout, he said. National list MP Nicola Willis said she
wanted to know who was accountable for the problems, when around 30 bus services are cancelled each day. "What accountability
measures have you had on your management for failing to deliver on [previously agreed] targets [of 95 percent reliability]? 'Cause let me
be very clear it has had a significant impact not only on Wellingtonians every day, but on the reputation of the bus service and the
reliability of it," Ms Willis said. The regional council's acting chair, Barbara Donaldson, said "that's part of their performance but what we

20

expect them to do is to be working very hard, reporting to us and we're monitoring that all the time". "We're working with all our
partners, so that includes the bus operators, to help them overcome issues in driver recruitment... and we're working with Wellington City
Council on bus priority measures, so we're all accountable but we certainly are just working as hard as we can," she said. While the focus
was on fixing the problems rather than attributing blame, "staff are in no doubt that this is part of their performance," Ms Donaldson said.
If everyone was accountable, that meant nobody was actually accountable, said Ms Willis. Mr Campbell told Ms Willis he rejected that the
region was still in the situation that she described. "You've told a story several times today already about the state of the bus network. I'm
afraid you can create a story, I don't have that luxury as chief executive. I have to work within the facts, and I've presented the facts
today," Mr Campbell said. "I do accept dismay at particular circumstances customers’ experience, and if you really focus it, it comes down
to driver shortages and congestion." Transport Minister Phil Twyford has rejected the Opposition's call for a Crown Observer to help solve
Wellington's bus woes. "At this stage, I have no intention to put in an observer. This thing is fixable and GWRC need to do their job," Mr
Twyford said.
Source: RNZ. 27 June 2019. https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/393083/wellington-bus-network-troubles-blamed-on-city-s-challenges
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Why we should do what Auckland has done
By Guy Marriage
If we continue to leave the Regional Council (a bunch of out-of-their-depth councillors with no training in transport solutions) involved in
organising a valid transport solution for Wellington, they will never achieve a decent end result – or even start along that path. We are in
effect being punished by the NZTA’s last leadership team for not agreeing to a flyover at the Basin – but gradually the NZTA is replacing
key personnel and so one day we will get a team which is actively interested in Wellington having a decent working solution. LGWM seems
to be a legless organisation with few ideas and little integrity. They have had four years and produced no concrete plans, just some
wonderfully pretty pictures that don’t quite translate into reality. LGWM and the Regional Council need to go. What needs to happen is for
the Regional Council to be stripped of responsibility for organising transport for the region, and a new body set up that can take ownership
of transport, with qualified people who know what they are doing. This is the model that the Auckland Council has followed, with
Auckland Transport making plans, making decisions, and generally getting things done. AT are both organising the roads in Auckland and
running the Rail, the Buses, and even most of the Ferries. Co-ordinated planning, integrated ticketing, and a vision for Auckland that has
seen them go from hopeless basket case to NZ’s leading solution providers in just a few years. We need to do this too. We’re currently in
the situation where both the city council and the regional council have agreed to a “plan” from LGWM, which is great except for one thing
– no one knows the details of the plan. We have a Wellington Mayor who has had someone whisper sweet nothings in his ear about
trackless trams – and he has got the hots for this solution. He may well be right – but we should not commit to it from the basis of a
mayoral desire, but instead only from people who know what they are talking about. Information on Eye of the
Fish (http://eyeofthefish.org/trackless-trams-are-a-waste-of-money/) and also at http://wellington.scoop.co.nz/?p=118564 indicates that
the trackless trams are not as great as they are cracked up to be. Lester is right about going to see them in action in China. It’s not a junket
– it’s a crucial decision-making voyage that needs to happen. But the experts need to go on the trip, not just the pollies. They should also
go to see the installations of trackless-trams in France and Germany where they have failed and been removed from service because the
technology kept failing. Trackless trams are being promoted on the basis that nothing needs to be done to the roads prior to their
introduction, but indications from Europe are that this is far from the truth and extensive work needs to be done to the roadbed, just as it
does for Light Rail. The situation is getting urgent – local and regional government elections are coming up fast, and owing to the vagaries
of our electoral system, the nobodies at the Regional Council are going to get re-elected and the same stalemate will be extended until
they collect their pensions or shuffle off this mortal coil. Most of them need to be removed from the scene.
Wellington needs a unified Transport For All for our region to start functioning properly again.

Source: Wellington Scoop. 27 June 2019. http://wellington.scoop.co.nz/?p=120012
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Economics vs environment: the battle for the electric bus
Councils in the main centres are celebrating the handful of electric buses on city streets as they push for an emission free fleet in the next
decade. These trials are grabbing headlines, but a tension exists between the economics and the environment. Michael
Hayward reports. At first glance, the new buses look like any other, but in motion, the eerie silence makes it clear something a bit different
is going on. Christchurch company RedBus showed off its three new electric buses at a launch event on Friday. It shows the novelty of the
technology in New Zealand: throughout the country, just over a dozen electric buses are in use in city public transport
networks. Christchurch's new buses were built by British company Alexander Dennis and running on a Chinese BYD battery and power
chain. They have a stated range of about 250 kilometres on a single charge, and will mostly be tested on route 29, which runs between the
airport and the central city. From an environmental perspective, transport is one of the big problem areas for New Zealand: recently
released figures from Stats NZ show household greenhouse gas emissions have increased by almost 20 per cent in the decade to
2017, driven largely by increases in road transport emissions. (This increase is partly because of an increase in tourists using road transport
over that time.) For Christchurch, 53 per cent of its emissions came from transport in 2017. Diesel buses also cause air pollution that cause
health and environmental issues. RedBus chief executive Paul McNoe said RedBus "wanted to be a driving force, not a passenger, in the
fight against climate change", and the buses were "a significant first step for Christchurch on our journey towards a carbon-neutral
future". "First step" are the key words there – the three new electric buses represent about 1.2 per cent of the 250-strong fleet that
services the public transport network in Greater Christchurch. (This includes about 35 school buses.)
SLOW TRANSITION NATIONWIDE
The picture is similar in New Zealand's other main centres. Auckland's bus network had 1361 buses in use supplied by nine operators, of
which just three were electric – about a fifth of one per cent. A further five electric buses are due on the streets of Tauranga from August.
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In Wellington, 10 electric double-decker buses were rolled out last July, with a goal of having 32 running by 2021. The Greater Wellington
Regional Council currently has 466 buses in its public transport fleet, including 10 electric double-deckers. The council said it was
developing a a fully electric fleet and a report will be presented to council over the coming months cited the cost, charging facilities and
access to sufficient electrical capacity as challenges to introducing more electric buses. Wellington used to run electric trolleybuses,
powered by lines overhead, but they were phased out in November 2017. There was talk of refurbishing them with electric motors, but
this is yet to happen to all but one. So only a tiny fraction of the buses on New Zealand's roads are powered by batteries. Globally, the
situation is similar in most places, though one country stands out for embracing the technology: China. A BloombergNEF report found
there were nearly 425,000 electric buses in use globally in 2018, and about 421,000 of them were in China. One city, the 12 million person
strong Shenzhen, had electrified its entire bus fleet of about 16,000 by the end of 2017, and has just done the same to its 22,000
taxis. America has about 300 in use, while there are about 2250 on the roads in Europe. In fairness, uptake of all electric vehicles in New
Zealand has been slow. As if May 2019, there were 14,229 electric vehicles registered in New Zealand – out of an overall fleet of more
than 4 million. It is ramping up. In 2015, the average number of new EV registrations per month was 42; in 2018, it was 466.
BUDGET-BREAKING
The uptake of electric buses faces a tension between environment and economics, and at the moment economics is winning. The reason
adoption of electric buses in New Zealand has been so slow comes down largely to their high purchase cost. RedBus's McNoe said each of
their new buses cost about $750,000 – about twice the price of the equivalent low-emissions diesel. RedBus had some financial support
from regional council Environment Canterbury (ECan) and the Christchurch Agency for Energy Trust to buy them. He said there were some
operational benefits – the running costs were expected to be about 40 per cent lower – but that was not enough to offset the capital
cost. BloombergNEF has predicted prices for electric buses will reach parity with diesel buses in 2030. Another issue was setting up the
infrastructure to recharge the electric buses. For example, RedBus' new machines used an 80 kilowatt charger – equivalent to about 40
standard home heaters – and took about four hours to recharge. That time was important because most buses were in service for about
20 hours a day. McNoe said setting up charging for the three they are trialling was as simple as putting a little bit of new cabling to the
yard. But if they were trying to recharge 40, they would be looking for 320 megawatts, which was getting up towards the amount of power
drawn by a small suburb, and was likely to push past the capacity of the nearest substation. Some also questioned if now was the right
time to be investing heavily in this technology, said McNoe. Prices have been coming down rapidly as the technology improves, a trend
expected to continue into the near future. He said factors like a Government carbon tax, or funding towards the capital costs, could
change the situation. "If we can get funding through Environment Canterbury contracts, there's no barrier from our perspective."
Converting existing buses to electric had been considered, McNoe said, but it "didn't even get close" to being financially viable. The
company had not bought a new diesel bus in a while, but conversations about what it would purchase in the future were ongoing. The
economic realities are in direct tension with the increasingly urgent need to move towards a more environmentally sustainable society,
which is being slowly acknowledged by local authorities.
CLIMATE EMERGENCY
Council's around the country have been declaring climate emergencies. The first to do so was ECan. ECan manages the bus network in
Canterbury. It is responsible for negotiating the contracts with the companies that own and operate the buses and designing the bus
routes and timetables they run on. (The city council is responsible for the physical infrastructure they rely on, such as bus stops and bus
lanes.) In its Regional Public Transport Plan, which was signed off in December, ECan committed to transition to a zero emissions fleet "as
fast as practicable", with an indicative timeframe of 2030. ECan public transport senior manager Stewart Gibbon said the timeframe was
based on the premise that each time a bus was retired, it would be replaced by a zero emissions vehicle. A bus has a lifespan of about 20
years. But Gibbon was quick to emphasise that ECan's main goal was to reduce overall transport emissions by getting people out of their
cars and promoted a balanced approach to move towards a lower emission fleet. He said the funding that would be needed to replace the
entire fleet with electric would also be enough to fund a "significant proportion" of the plans to increase frequencies on key routes, which
would make buses more attractive and encourage people out of cars, reducing emissions. "Taking a balanced approach, recognising
economic, technology and operational influences, will enable us to better deliver our core goal of reduced transport system emissions."
He acknowledged the financial challenges and noted electric bus transitions internationally were mainly supported by government
incentives or grants. (The Government here has exempted electric vehicles from road user charges through to 2025.) Gibbon said range
limits were a key concern in Canterbury, as many of the trips were more than the 250km range limit, and international experience showed
cold temperatures reduced ranges. Customers also expected seasonal heating or cooling, which used energy. Ralph Sims, Massey
University emeritus professor in sustainable energy and climate mitigation said the best thing bus companies could do would be to get
more passengers on board. On a full bus, each passenger would be responsible for about 10g of CO2 emissions per kilometre. If the same
individual was travelling on their own by car, their journey could produce 15 times the emissions, or 150 to 200g of CO2 per kilometre. He
said greater understanding was needed of how much cheaper the bus was compared with a private car. He said "most people don't realise
their car travel probably costs around $1 per kilometre", if depreciation was taken into account, as calculated by the Automobile
Association. AT has put out a low emission bus road map which aims to have a zero emission fleet by 2040. It aims to buy only emission
free buses by 2025, a goal that advocates criticised as too slow. About 45 per cent of its fleet are two years or newer, and therefore have
at least 18 years of useable life remaining. Auckland Transport (AT) bus services manager Darek Koper said AT was in early discussions with
three bus operators to introduce more electric buses in Auckland from late 2020, and was
active in mitigating the risks associated with uncertainly over the range and useful life of
electric buses.
Source: The Dominion Post. 29 June 2019.
https://www.stuff.co.nz/business/113790113/economics-vs-environment-the-battle-for-theelectric-bus
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Right: “The Greater Wellington Regional Council currently has 466 buses in its public transport
fleet, including 10 electric double-deckers,” according to the report above. These electric buses
represent a little over 2% of the entire fleet. Having dumped the sixty trolleybuses the GWRC
now say there are various issues creating “challenges” with regard to the introduction of more
EVs. Meanwhile, the ten Tranzurban electric DDs continue to put in regular service. 3701 is in
Manners Street on 14 June 2019 working an Island Bay to Grenada Village service. Photo: AW.
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Wellington Mayor Justin Lester's China 'junket' wasn't approved by council
Mayor Justin Lester's office says Wellington city councillors never approved a proposed study tour of China before it went before the
Greater Wellington Regional Council (GWRC). The proposed ratepayer-funded $5500 per person tour of China to look at trackless tram
technology labelled a "junket" by one regional councillor, with its timing and purpose questioned when an invitation was presented to
GWRC on Tuesday. For many, the costs and timing came as a surprise with five city councillors and Lester's own staff confirming they had
never seen or approved the proposal. The news came in as both councils voted to endorse the $6.4 billion, 20-year Let's Get Wellington
Moving (LGWM) project alongside the New Zealand Transport Agency (NZTA) this week and a fortnight after the councils agreed to work
together to fix the bus network. Lester has previously said a trackless tram system was his preferred mass transit option to the airport.
China is a leader in trackless trams. A spokeswoman for the Mayor's office, Sehai Orgad, told Stuff on Wednesday that "nothing had been
decided or approved" regarding the tour. "If any plans are confirmed, a formal paper will be drafted up by the Mayor and shared with
councillors accordingly. "A proactive release of information will also be provided to the public," Orgad said. But regional councillors were
proactively presented with a proposal on Tuesday which gave dates for the tour - July 29 to August 2 - outlined its cost and gave details on
the number of politicians and senior officials invited. When regional councillor Paul Swain asked GWRC manager Luke Troy if they could
delay the vote and go back to Wellington City Council (WCC) for more information, Troy replied: "A number of people have confirmed they
are going, including a representative of the government, so I understand it will go ahead with or without us. "We are invited to attend if
we wish." The Government representative was Associate Transport Minister Julie-Anne Genter who had not confirmed she would attend,
her press secretary confirmed. The tour, as presented, didn't appear to comply with China's visa rules which requires an invitation letter to
be issued by an entity in China for any study tour. During a debate about LGWM at a city council meeting on Wednesday morning, WCC
councillor Chris Calvi-Freeman said he was "disappointed" in GWRC comments about the tour, while his colleague, councillor Simon Marsh
said regional councillors who criticised it "doth protest too much". "They're running around like headless chickens when invited to
investigate working examples of trackless trams by heading to China. "Now the funny thing was the present Greater Wellington Regional
Council bus debacle was in part caused by lack of investigation into the choices." Andy Foster confirmed the trip wasn't voted on during a
public-excluded section of Wednesday's city council meeting - the last time councillors could debate it before July 29. Former
deputy mayor, Rongotai MP Paul Eagle, said he had written to NZTA chief executive Mark Ratcliffe asking for more details about the trip.
Councillors were invited on overseas trips "all the time" but all had to go through council with a descriptive itinerary, he said.
Source: Stuff. 28 June 2019. https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/news/wellington/113838261/wellington-mayor-justin-lesters-chinajunket-wasnt-approved-by-council
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------...and so as Regional and City councillors argue amongst themselves Wellington doesn’t move any faster than it did last month.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

When Wellington had a city-wide
electric bus network trolleybuses
could regularly be seen going
about their business in a quiet
and
pollution-free
way.
Memories of this era are
represented in this view of 303
and 359 passing one another in
Glenmore Street while busy on
Route 3 workings between Karori
Park and Lyall Bay on 11 January
2017. To the right of the view is
Wellington Botanic Gardens.
Today, Glenmore Street resounds
to the noise of diesel buses and
will continue to do so unless
single decker electric buses are
ever introduced. The Karori and
Seatoun tunnels through which
services on this route run have
too small a headroom for doubledeckers. The route was changed
and renumbered from 3 to 2 with
re-organisation of the network in
July 2018.
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MORE ON THE BOURNEMOUTH EVENT HELD AT SANDTOFT
Last month a small feature was presented by Tom Douce on the event staged at The Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft
during 25-27 May 2019 marking the end of trolleybus services in Bournemouth (U.K.) Reader Phil Waters also attended
and reports “only the home fleet of 297 and 301 were operational, but by Monday 27th it was down to just 297 with
support by other trolleybuses. In the afternoon a line up was arranged of the three Bournemouth survivors who more
than made up for the day. A bonus was the working model trolleybus made from a mobility scooter that actually did a
lap of honour around the site!”

Left: A line-up of the Bournemouth survivors; Sunbeam
MF28 301 and 297 with Sunbeam MS2 99 in the centre.
301 was the very last trolleybus built for the U.K.
market. 99 entered service in 1935 and withdrawn in
1963. 99 and 301 are owned by the British Trolleybus
Society with 297 owned by Sandtoft.

Photos: Phil Waters.

Right: Working model 171, using parts from a mobility scooter. What a novel
way for someone with imagination to get around a retirement village or rest
home, though I doubt if it is currently used for such transport!

Left: Bradford B.U.T. 746 takes visitors on a round of the
Sandtoft circuit. 746 entered service in 1949. It later
became a driver training vehicle and on 31 July 1971 it
held the honour of being the last vehicle to be used to
conduct a trolleybus driving test. It then passed into
preservation.

Right: 297 passing 99 during one of its trips around the Museum’s circuit. 297
was built in 1962 and was among the last built for the U.K. market. It survived
in service until the last day of operations in Bournemouth on 20 April 1969. It
was purchased from the Bournemouth Passenger Transport Association in
2016.

Left: Reading Sunbeam S7
181 took a turn at giving
rides to the visitors. This
Park Royal bodied vehicle
was supplied to Reading
Corporation Transport in
1950. It took part in the
final run when the system
closed in November 1968.
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WHEN KILBIRNIE HAD A YARD
Kilbirnie once had an extensive yard used predominately for
stabling trolleybuses. Nowadays the large piece of land is
covered by the Rita Angus Retirement Village, opened in the
early 2000s. Bryan Blanchard reminds us what the yard
once looked like with his undated selection of photographs.
Left: B.U.T. 90 looks in good shape probably after a repaint.
Introduced in 1964 90 continued in service until 1986. It was
preserved by The Omnibus Society so was no longer in service at the
date of this photograph.

Right: Volvo 207 began work in 1982. It carried three liveries and
here it is in its second, Big Red. Stagecoach purchased the Wellington
bus fleet in 1995 and with other Volvos already painted into its
colour scheme it gives us a better idea when the photographs were
taken. 207 ran until the last year of Volvo operation, 2009.

Left: 255 and 217 show off the second and third liveries
that the Volvos carried in their career.

Right: Another view of 207 and showing its rear quarter.
The first batch of Volvos delivered (201-233) had
coachwork by Hawke (207 being one of them) whilst the
rest of fleet (234-268) were bodied by Coachwork
International and had detailed differences. One of those
differences can be seen here with the wide-spaced rope
holders. A bus in the original WCT livery can be seen
alongside.

Left: 266’s rope holders are not working too well but show the
narrowed positioning of the equipment on the latter part of the
fleet. 266 was in service between 1986 and 2009. Note the
Please let the bus go first sign on the rear corner.
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ERA

Photography by the late Markus Lang

Part three in the series on the Big Red livery, introduced
following the deregulation of Wellington’s bus services
in 1991. Having so far examined 201-217, this month we
turn our attention to 218-234.
Right: 218 was recorded laying over at the Railway Station in
February 1993.

Left: 219 having reached Karori Park arrival stop (just east of the
terminus) has been readied for its next duty which is a short run to
Courtenay Place. 219 completed twenty-six years service from 19822008.

Right: Markus regularly photographed trolleybuses as he
travelled around the city in his plumber’s van. In this view he is
following 220 up Glenmore Street on its way to Karori Park. Little
has changed since this scene in August 1993, other than the
vehicle fleet is more modern and the trolleybus wires have gone.
220 survived until 2009, the last year of Volvo operation in
Wellington.

Left: 221 rests in the yard at Karori depot in January 1993.
Markus took lots of photographs at the depot as his home was
just a couple of minutes distant.

Right: It looks to be a full house at Karori depot in this March
1993 view taken looking at the Darwin Street entrance. Traffic
through the yard was one-way only with the exit into Ranelagh
Street. 222 stands nearest the gate.
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Right: Both Kilbirnie depot yard and 223 (and probably the
other buses in the photograph) are history. Retirees now live
where the buses are standing. January 1993.

Not all Volvos wore this colour scheme. 224, 225, 229, 232
and 233 were not photographed by Markus in Big Red livery.
They were either withdrawn early from service or probably
transitioned straight from WCT livery to Stagecoach colours.

Left: 226 is nearing the
end of its long run from
Lyall
Bay and
was
photographed in Karori
Road in June 1993. Note
the curtain behind the
driver used to shield cabin
light at night.

Right: It would appear that as well as all his other attributes,
Santa Claus also had a licence to drive trolleybuses. Here he is at
the wheel of 227 at Island Bay in December 1994. 227 was one
of the “final four” that ran until the last day of Volvo operation
on 16 November 2009. While 233, 258 and 268 were saved, 227
was not so lucky and was scrapped, as were all the other
trolleybuses featured in this selection.
Volvo 228 was withdrawn in 1990, although it lingered on for
many years at Kilbirnie depot before scrapping but it was
another example that did not gain the Big Red look. Volvo 230
and 231 were withdrawn in 1995 and they too did not wear Big
Red colours.
Volvo 232 was featured last month in all-over white and with an electoral
promotion for Chris Laidlaw. This trolleybus is thought to have gone straight
from WCT livery to painted white to Stagecoach colours. 233 was another
believed to have also missed the Big Red look.

Right: 234 is standing at Karori Park terminus in February 1993. Will the driver
change the display to Lyall Bay before departing?

More Big Reds next month
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SPRING IN SARDINIA
I am pleased to present a trio of
trolleybus photographs taken by reader
Jade Douce who was on holiday in
Sardinia in early May 2019.
Left: 707, one of a batch of sixteen Solaris
T12/Skoda trolleybuses (numbered 701- 716)
built in 2011/12. It is pictured opposite Stazione
FS (Railway Station). Route 31 operates between
Piazza Matteotti and Quartu Sant' Elena. Is that
someone running for the bus or a trolleybus
enthusiast like Jade?

Right: 715 is seen operating on route 5 between via Cinquini (Parco San Michele) and
via Roma/Stazione FS- via Vergine di Lluc. The location is Piazza Matteotti with the
Town Hall in the right background.

Left: 721, one of a batch of ten Van Hool A330T/
Vossloh Kiepe trolleybuses (numbered 719-728)
built in 2015. It is seen on via Istria.
The Cagliari trolleybus system (Italian: Rete
filoviaria di Cagliari) forms part of the public
transport network of the city and comune of
Cagliari, in the region of Sardinia, Italy. It has
been In operation since 1952. The system
presently comprises three routes; 5, 30 and 31,
serving the city and the surrounding comuni.
Clearly this system has a future.
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“Congratulations on another excellent issue of UTW. The highlights for me
were- P4/5; A Focus On 348, particularly the view seen on Crawford Road. P11;
Never On A Sunday...., especially the vernacular used to start the article with.
P13; The article about Dayton's NextGen trolleybuses. P25; Aussie Exhibits on
Display. Interesting to read that the Fargo tower truck has carried
seven different registration plates over the years. P30/1; The Big Red Era. P39;
The Rise And Fall Of A Transport Museum - I visited Transperience in August, 1995. At the time of my visit there were hardly any visitors.
P41; The plaque in memory of Markus Lang - much deserved. P43/4; CBD Volvo Views- Thirty Years Ago. Page 45/6; A Southern AdventureGraham Long - this was a fascinating read, particularly the piece about towing 43. P47; Portrait of a Designline -350. Finally, to end on a
sad note - the picture of a forlorn looking 387.” Tom Douce.
“Congratulations Alan, a bumper edition of UTW to read. You are akin to Jack with his beanstalk, it just keeps growing! The so-called
professional transport journals would envy such a loyal readership - when you send them material or photos you never get an
acknowledgement. When inaccuracies in the text are made, readers letters put things right. UTW you have a thank you and we have
feedback to add more information for those that want it. The downward spiral continues with little prospect of a solution to the transport
problems. I'm sure those in power have been sacked for lesser mistakes during the past, to keep mentioning trackless-trams, rapid bus
lanes or guided bus ways is only paying lip service to the reality as a cheaper option. We all know it's not going to happen, meanwhile the
carbon footprint grows and more climate change protests take place. It's amazing how much space
is taken up in the Dominion Post with transport-related matters; other news seems to take a back
seat. It is noticeable that trolleybuses in Karori depot look more like preserved vehicles in
museum storage than the unfortunates trapped within Kilbirnie. My inclination is that the scrap
yard will be the final destination of all these buses - what a waste. The plaque to Markus Lang is a
gem and a worthy memorial to a great man. His photos live on forever. All photos showing the
happier days of trolleybus operation will always be of interest. Not sure what future generations will
make of it all. On my travels I visited Brisbane Tramway Museum at Ferny Grove on 11 September
2004 but the trolleybuses were inside the shed. The only trolleybus I have seen in Australia was at
the Sydney Tramway Museum at Loftus on 14 September 2016, again inside but I managed to see
something of the vehicle. I’ll just mention that it's not the first time Stagecoach has taken over
Eastbourne Borough Council; they took over the one in Sussex U.K .as well.” Phil Waters.
Right: Number 19 AEC 664T with Ritchie Brothers body delivered in 1937. Seen at Sydney Tramway Museum.

“Again, very many thanks for yet another excellent UTW, I can fully understand the return to a monthly magazine, because, as you say
there is just so much to read and take in! Many more interesting features from The Dominion Post and Stuff etc, plus interesting letters to
the Post. Again I do like the older colour photos of trolleybuses. There definitely does seem to be an obsession with "Trackless Trams". Keep
up the good work.” Peter Blears.
“Brisbane's trolleybuses started on 12 Aug 1951 and not 21 May 1951 as is implied in the caption of number 1 [see June page 25]. Number
9 opened public operation of the system exactly to the day, 66 years after the first horse tram commenced public operation on 12 August
1885. The Brisbane Transport Museum also kept to tradition and was opened officially by the State Governor, on 10 August 1980 exactly 95
years after the first test horse tram was run on 10 August 1885. I would have had arranged the official opening on 12 August if it had been
a weekend, to keep history flowing.” Garry Ford.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Left: “I’ve come off the bench
until the new bus arrives” so
reads this corny Metlink
message on the roofline of
M.A.N. 2601. I’d like Metlink
to tell me “when is a new bus
going to arrive?” and “why do
you
continue
with
meaningless messages like
this?” especially as NZ Bus
hasn’t announced any new
bus orders. 2601 wends its
way through Manners Street
on 27 June 2019. More on
page 35.
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302 OFF TO THE ‘MAINLAND’ SOON

Following the withdrawal of the trolleybus fleet, NZ Bus donated the three prototype Designline trolleybuses (301-303) to The Omnibus
Society as they were non-standard to the rest of the fleet and not needed for any potential conversion to other motive power. As it turned
out, only one Designline, 361, has been successfully converted to battery power. Sister 362 was extensively trialled with Wrightspeed
propulsion but the project came to nought. In the meantime, the society has decided to donate prototype 302 to the Tramway Historical
Society based at Ferrymead in Christchurch. This feature gives a short background to its life. Above: 302 as it first appeared in 2005 in
Stagecoach livery. On 6 October 2005 it is leaving the layover area at the Interchange to start a Route 2 trip to Miramar,

Left: 2005 was the year that prototypes 302 and 303 were introduced
and also the year that Stagecoach sold its bus interests to Infratil who in
turn set up NZ Bus. Their Wellington arm operated under the name of
Go Wellington with its striking yellow and black livery. For a short time
some of the NZ Bus fleet, once repainted, worked without any branding
as seen in this view of 302 about to enter the Interchange with a service
from Island Bay on 7 February 2008.

Right: On 5 August 2008, 302 had received its Go Wellington
branding and decals. All the newly painted NZ Bus fleet were also
given roofline messages and in this case 302 is displaying Go Catch
the Manta Rays in the Lagoon... Go Take the Plunge in Thorndon
Pool... Go Wellington. In this view 302 is about to start a duty to
Seatoun.

Left: By 29 September 2011 the roofline message had been changed
to read; Go Loosen the Tie at Queens Wharf... Go Walk the Wild Side
of Fashion... Go Wellington. Quite what these quirky messages were
meant to achieve is not clear, however, the trolleybus looks in fine
fettle as it climbs Crawford Road, Kilbirnie on an inbound service
from Seatoun to the Railway Station. It is passing by the place where
the very last piece of overhead was taken down on 30 July 2018.
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Left: This near side view taken on 9 July 2013 shows a different
set of messages; Go Smash a Six out of the Basin... Go
Metlink.org.nz or 0800 801 700... Go Wellington. On this
occasion the bus was on driver training in Lambton Quay and
nearing the Interchange.

Right: As a comparison, here is
ADL 5091 in the same location
on 3 June 2019, and also on
driver
training.
Today’s
learners have no switches or
other special work to concern
themselves with.

Right: 302 didn’t survive until the end of trolleybus
operation. This was the last occasion that I saw the bus in
service, on 3 March 2017 where it is running down
Constable Street towards Newtown with an 11 from
Seatoun to the Railway Station. From then on it was
always found parked up at Kilbirnie depot. As “the end
was in sight” it was probably considered prudent not to
spend money on a bus with a very limited lifespan.

Below: On 8 February 2018, having been signed over to
The Omnibus Society, 302 left Kilbirnie depot for the very
last time when it was towed to its new home in Taita. At
the time the overhead was still hanging in Ross Street at
the rear of the depot, though a month later it had been
removed as part of the decommissioning process.
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TEN YEARS AGO

Turning the clock back ten years to 8
June 2009 we find there are just four
operational Volvos left; 227, 233, 258
and 268. Most of the new Designline
fleet had by then been introduced
leaving these four old timers to plod on
until their last day of operation on 16
November. 258 is pictured departing
Seatoun terminus in Hector Street on a
return Route 11 service to the Railway
Station, though the driver has
forgotten to change the display. All but
227 survived into preservation. 258 can
be found at the Tramway Historical
Society at Ferrymead Museum,
Christchurch.
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THEN AND NOW
IN COURTENAY PLACE
Left: In 2003 there were
trolleybuses aplenty running
though Wellington. No-one
would have thought that
their
days
would
be
numbered. Stagecoach had
the contract and their
signature-liveried
buses
were everywhere the eye
could
see.
On
15
December,
259
was
photographed
leaving
Courtenay Place, about to
turn right into Kent
Terrace while working a
Route 2 duty to Miramar.

Courtenay Place said farewell to the trolleybus overhead in January 2018. Other than a few anchors (that supported span wires) in the
walls of some buildings there is nothing that gives any clue that trolleybuses were once a prime means of transport through this part of
the city.

Below: Minimal changes have taken place in Courtenay Place in the last sixteen years. There have been some changes - street lighting,
CCTV cameras have been added and the trolleybus overhead has GONE. On 3 June 2019 the bus landscape has changed dramatically.
Gone are the arguably easy-on-the-eye Stagecoach colours and in their place the garish lime and yellow of Metlink’s livery. Once the city
coped without having just about every bus fitted with a bike rack, but not anymore, though seeing a bike actually carried is a notable
event. In recent times many new buses have been introduced, predominantly diesel-powered, amongst which is Tranzurban 3520 which is
passing the same spot that Volvo 259 once did, but rather than travelling to Miramar, 3520 is bound for Island Bay. A TU Optare follows on
a Route 24 to Miramar Heights.
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ODDS AND ENDS DEPARTMENT
Left: Despite a charging unit being installed in Reef
Street at the Island Bay terminus, Tranzurban’s
electric fleet still tend to be recharged at their
Rongotai depot. On 3 June 3701/3/6/9 were all
connected to the “juice”. Of interest is that despite
Metlink stating nearly three months ago that
passenger handrails would be installed at the front
of the upper decks of these buses none have so far
been fitted. Following an approach, Metlink advise
that work has still not yet begun. Yes we know that.

Right: Work finally started on 30 May to complete the unfinished
island in Evans Bay Parade at the Kilbirnie bus hub. Metlink
advised that a safety fence was being constructed to keep people
safe when they cross the road. Presumably once there is a fence
there they will be prevented from crossing! This was the scene on
3 June. Progress will be monitored. M.A.N. 2483 (missing its fleet
number) pulls in to Stop B while working a 2 to Karori.

Left: At least three NZ Bus vehicles were at work training new drivers
on 3 June. One of these was ADL 5091, seen approaching the
Interchange where trainees practiced driving between cones.
Below: A block of shops in Kilbirnie Crescent was damaged by fire on
21 March. Since then the city-bound lane has been blocked off and
traffic builds up due to traffic light control. On 7 June ADL 4183
passes the scene on its way to Wilton. See Letter to the Editor on
page 13 that refers to this situation. Another example of things
taking what seems to be forever in Wellington.

Below: How it once was at this location. 371 glides past the Devyish
Superette on 16 July 2015 with a Route 2 duty from Miramar to the
Railway Station. I have enjoyed the occasional fish and chips from
the shop below the main seat of the fire – not any more it would
appear! The traffic management controls (traffic lights) are said to
be currently costing ratepayers $5000 a week! By the end of the
month demolition of the building had finally begun.

Below: By 10 June most of the traffic lights installation had been
completed at the eastern end of Seatoun tunnel. Were the cones
left by the bright yellow poles so people didn’t bump into them?
The lights at the western end were still to be installed.
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Right: Progress had been slow with the safety fence work at Kilbirnie hub
when I paid it a visit on 10 June. In fact there were no contractors to be
seen. No guesses why jobs take such a lengthy time before completion.
With RTI boards no longer displaying any information about Route 91
Airport Flyer services, people wishing to use the service are left to keep
an eagle eye out for their bus. It doesn’t help when strangers to the city
do spot a 91 and then it has an incorrect display! 2502 pulls up at
Kilbirnie hub on 10 June on its way to Queensgate in Lower Hutt, not the
Airport.
A Crealis motion-charging trolleybus from Iveco Bus is at the
moment on test at Nancy where catenary, frogs and power supply
were reactivated for this test service. A good sign that offers hope
for this outstanding trolleybus system in France.

Photo: Iveco Bus. Text: Gunter Mackinger.

Right: I had to include this view of Tranzurban 3523 carrying a bicycle
because (in my experience) such views as still very unusual. In fact this is
the first bike I have seen being carried on any double-decker since the
buses began work in July 2018. 3523 was photographed entering the
Interchange on 12 June 2019 with a Route 1 from Island Bay to Grenada
Village.

Left: The shortage of
bus
drivers
in
Wellington continues.
Both Tranzit and NZ
Bus
have
been
actively
seeking
drivers by placing
mobile billboards on
their buses. Now, the
Regional
Council,
through Metlink, has
joined the search for
drivers with not only a
message on their
website but by taking
out advertising space
in The Dominion Post
on 15 June. It seems
all three of Metlink’s
bus operators still
need more staff –
now!

Right: NZ Bus advertise for drivers on the rear of 2610.
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Left: Advertisements (covering the stairwell) have begun appearing
on double-deckers operated by NZ Bus. The “cute” Metlink
messages originally applied were too long, extending most of the
way across the side. Replacing them with something shorter has
enabled this advertisement for tea to be displayed. Ads are a major
money-spinner for Metlink with the bus company receiving the
smaller percentage. ADL 5085 was photographed at the Interchange
on 20 June. Its sister, 5086, has also been seen wearing a variation
for the same product.

Right: Progress at Kilbirnie hub on 17 June. A small section of the safety
fence had been completed. The fence will extend the complete length of
Evans Bay Parade preventing people from crossing the road, though no
doubt the agile will be able to vault it or clamber over it.

Left: Meanwhile Kilbirnie hub Stop A has been temporarily
closed while the fence works take place and a temporary stop
(with shelter) has been placed a little further east towards
Rongotai Road.

Right and below: At the western end of Seatoun tunnel on 17 June
contractors were at work digging trenches in readiness for the installation
of the traffic lights at this
end. Inside the tunnel men
were installing piping along
the wall presumably for the
power source and coordination of the traffic lights
in due course. During this
time traffic was down to one
lane. The work was supposed
to be completed by mid-June
but was incomplete at the end of the month.

Right: Metlink, what does this and other similar messages actually mean? Last
month I highlighted the various roofline messages that have been on a sizeable
number of NZ Bus vehicles for a year now that suggest that replacement buses are
“coming soon” or “on the way”. Despite these messages there are no signs of
buses on the horizon. Are these messages supposed to be factual or just “fun”? If
we are not meant to take them literally why waste our time with them? In terms
of those “downloading” and “23% complete”, if taken literally we have over three
more years before a new bus ever appears! Perhaps Metlink could give us an
update as to how the “download” is going or maybe create some new signage, for
example, “You’re just going to have to wait a darn sight longer for a new bus.” The
current messages are corny.
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Left: NZ Bus M.A.N. 2458 passing a couple of Onzo bikes; the recent
dockless bike-sharing scheme to arrive in Wellington.

Right: As mentioned in Overhea(r)d, another means of transport that
Wellingtonians now have to contend with are e-scooters, introduced on 18 June.
Despite the City Council stipulating that scooters were not to be ridden on CBD
footpaths, all that I have so far seen have been ridden, unsurprisingly... on the
footpath. Five Flamingo e-scooters wait for business at the Interchange as a user of
one of these silent machines zips past the camera. The first death involving an escooter has already occurred in Auckland.
Left: Tweet in Dominion Post 22 June.
Left: As well as a print ad campaign, Metlink has taken
to the streets by screening their series of six messages
on at least one of the electronic billboards along
Lambton Quay. Ex-Auckland “Stand in” 1459 waits at the
traffic lights by Brandon Street on 19 June before
continuing on to Lyall Bay.

Above and left: The other five drivers in
Metlink’s campaign. Shouldn’t it say ‘drives
the bus’?

Right: Driver Vai was at work behind the wheel of 332 on the very last day of trolleybus operation,
31 October 2017. She drove the last Route 10 trolleybus to Newtown Park. I had ridden on buses
driven by her many times and on each occasion she clearly showed how much she enjoyed her job
(and no doubt still does.)
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Left: Vai drives the bus to the Railway
Station. A flashback to 31 October 2017
with 332 in Manners Street and driver
Vai at the wheel. This was the very last
inbound service from Newtown Park to
be operated by a trolleybus.

Below: I’d hazard a guess that there
wouldn’t be many buses in the world
advertising Black Doris Plums! Mmmm,
delicious. Airport Flyer 2510 is the bus
that was promoting the fruit and is seen
in Lambton Quay by Bowen Street on 19
June 2019.

Left: The popularity (or otherwise) of some of Wellington’s Regional Councillors is well known.
With the local body elections coming in October will we see a return of the “old guard” politicians
or will there be “new blood” on the Council? This full page
advertisement appeared in The Dominion Post on 19 June seeking
thirteen candidates to stand in the various constituencies with the
advertiser also wanting the wider electorate to vote out the current
set of Councillors. There is no doubt the intentions of this wellmeaning individual will resonate with numbers of voters. Should any
of our readers be considering standing as a candidate, registrations
close on 16 August.
Right: The drivers’ staff room at the Interchange has recently
undergone a revamp. First opened in April 2003 these facilities saw
many comings and goings, that is, until last July when the new contracts began. From that time the number of
buses laying over at the Interchange plummeted. Also of interest is that until the middle of June this year there
was a sign above the door saying Stagecoach Staff Only. This was the company that sold its bus interests in
Wellington in 2005 from which Go Wellington was formed so it is incredible that this outdated sign remained
in place above the door for a further sixteen years! I wonder if it was dumped or given to a bus enthusiast.

Left: On 25 June 2019, Designline 337
looks rather “down at heel” with a
missing set of wheels and its rear
electrics missing. The bus didn’t turn
a wheel in anger for almost 2½
years and has now been at Kilbirnie
depot out of use for four years.
What is its future – scrap? 26 June
2019.
Left: How it looked for sixteen
years.
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SWITCH 563 REMEMBERED
Continuing the series on special work that once graced the overhead in
Wellington. This month we feature Merge* 563. Originally situated in upper
Willis Street where Route 9 inbound from Aro Street merged with Route 7 from
Brooklyn and Kingston.
*Switches started with the number 4, Merges with 5 and crossings with 6.

Left: The poles of 371 are passing through 563 in
this view taken on 28 January 2014. The bus has just
turned out of Aro Street. Route 7 from Kingston is in
the background by the cones. At the time a local
version of Masterchef was screening. The perennial
programme must just about be ready to once again
excite the nation (or not) as the case may be.

Right: A slightly wider view of the Willis and Aro Streets intersection
and depicting 301 approaching the merge after descending the hill
from Brooklyn with an inbound Route 7 service on 24 September 2014.
The overhead from Aro Street plus the Slow 15kph warning sign can be
seen on the extreme right. Single-axle 301 looks in fine shape despite
being eleven years old at the time of this photograph.

Left: 370 has just passed through merge 563 and is running north along
Willis Street towards the city centre on a Route 7 from Kingston. It is
crossing busy Karo Drive, part of State Highway 1. No-one can deny that the
Go Wellington colours were certainly eye-catching.
Right: By early July 2018
the overhead in Aro
Street
had
been
removed and just part
of the merge remained.
This is the view looking
north towards the CBD.
Karo Drive crosses at the traffic lights.

Left: On 5 July 2018 the merge plate
and Slow sign still hang, though were
removed within days. 563 along with
nearby crossing 662 were the second
to last pieces of special work to be taken down in the city. Thanks to Wellington Cable Car
Ltd, who kindly donated these two plates, these are now preserved and form part of my
collection, safeguarding them for the future.
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RUSSIAN TROLLEYBUSES
Gunter Mackinger reports: The small trolleybus system of Welikij Nowgorod, about 190km south of St. Petersburg,
serves a city of about 215,000 people. Between 1995 and 2003 five trolleybus lines were built (the newest being lines 4 and
5, opened in 2002 and closed about 2012!). Today the system operates three trolleybus routes with good service operating
about every 10 minutes.
Line 1: Trolleybus depot – Nechanskaja Street
Line 2: Trolleybus depot – Railway station
Line 3: Railway station – Nechanskaja Street
The overhead of lines 4 and 5 is still in place and looks
serviceable. Welikij Nowgorod is one of only two systems in
Russia operating with Skoda 14TrM trolleybuses sent to
Russia as a kit by Skoda and built in the Wologda trolleybus
factory. All trolleybuses are staffed with a roving conductor
selling the tickets. For a Russian provincial system the
trolleybuses and overhead are in good condition.
Right: Russian built Skoda 14TrM – VMZ number 17 (built in 1998)
on line 3 at railway station.

Left: VMZ ZiU-682 number 3 in striking green colour at
Nechanskaja Street serving line 1. Built in 1995 it received a
general overhaul at Iwanowo in 2004. Note the extra ropes
hanging from the base of the poles and attached to a
window frame!

Right: In 2018, Welikij Nowgorod trolleybus system obtained some VMZ5298-020 vehicles from St. Petersburg. Here is 52 (ex St. Petersburg 3819)
built in 2006 on line 3 at Nechanskaja Street terminus.

Left: ZiU-682 number 8 (built in 1995) on line 3, followed by Skoda
14TrM number 12 on line 1 at Nechanskaja Street terminus.
Below: A look into the trolleybus depot – it’s a paradise for ZiUs as
well as Skodas. Pictured are ZiUs 10 and 11 from 1995 and 36 from
2003.
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Left: Trolleybus 47, VMZ-170 built in
2006 (ex St. Petersburg 2209 bought
in 2018), on line 1 and trolleybus 49,
VMZ-5298.00, built in 2001 (ex St.
Petersburg 2839 bought in 2018) on
line 2 at the depot terminus.

Right: Trolleybus 48 – being the one and only of type PTZ-5283 in
Welikij Nowgorod (built 2002 ex St. Petersburg 2214) on line 1 at depot
terminus.

Left: Trolleybus 1, the first trolleybus of the system when it
opened in 1995, on line 3 on its way to the railway station.
Below: The trolleybus terminal at the railway station with 46
acquired in 2018 (VMZ-5298.00 ex St. Petersburg 2814) and
Russian built Skoda 14TrM–VMZ 23 (built in 1998). Both are
working on line 3. 46 also has the “rope arrangement” hanging
down the side of the bus.

All Photos: Gunter Mackinger
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GO ON, TREAT YOURSELF!

As 2019 races along past the halfway point
it’s time to think about a calendar Rightfor
next year.
For 2020, the calendar explores the "big
picture" of New Zealand trolleybus
operation, which might actually take us on
a two-year calendar journey! Through the
support of some of the wonderful people
who captured our trolleybuses in their
natural environment, we are going to look
at all of the country's trolleybus systems
(Christchurch, Dunedin, New Plymouth,
Auckland and Wellington) and feature each
trolleybus route per month, in the order in
which they opened! Confused? Then buy
the calendar and it will all make sense!
As usual, the calendars are in A3 format, in
colour, on light card, spiral bound with a
hanging hook.
Price is $20.00 plus postage.
To order, please contact James Duncan by
email at jrduncan@xtra.co.nz Remember,
only enough calendars are printed to meet
the quantity ordered.
Deadline for orders is 30 October.
James will advise via email when the
calendars are back from the printers,
including the various postage rates, and
this will be the time when payment is
required. Payment can be made by internet
bank payments, Pay-Pal, and cheques.
--------------------------------

FROM OUR “WHATEVER HAPPENED TO” FILES...
Whatever happened to... Fast charging for electric buses at station interchange
On 18 January 2018, Wellington Scoop published the following... “The Government is to pay half the cost of four “drive-through” fastcharge stations for buses at the Wellington Railway Station bus interchange. Four buses will be able to be charged simultaneously. The
funding is for one of 20 projects being supported by the government to encourage the use of electric vehicles.” The announcement was
made by Energy and Resources Minister Megan Woods. Here is the specific project referred to:
Charging/heavy vehicles
Tranzit Group $397,500
Installation of permanent fast charge unit
Tranzit proposes to invest in permanent “drive through” opportunity fast charge stations for buses at the Wellington Railway Station bus
interchange. Four buses will be able to be charged simultaneously. Tranzit, supported by Greater Wellington Regional Council, is
introducing 10 battery electric buses to central Wellington routes mid-2018, with a further 22 electric buses over the following three
years. This technology will enable Tranzit to operate the electric buses on up to six additional routes to those initially planned.
18 months has passed since this announcement. No charging stations were built (though one was built in Reef Street, Island Bay).
Source: Wellington Scoop. 18 January 2018. http://wellington.scoop.co.nz/?p=106389
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BUS PERFORMANCE - MAY 2019

This following data is from Metlink’s monthly statistical performance reports. Further statistics can be found at:
https://www.metlink.org.nz/assets/Uploads/Metlink-Monthly-performance-report-May-20.pdf
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FROM THE NATIONAL LIBRARY ARCHIVES
Left: A petrol-driven rotary brush machine cleaning walls in Mt Victoria tunnel.
The photograph was taken for the Evening Post newspaper of Wellington by an
unidentified staff photographer. Of particular interest are the trolleybus wires
through the tunnel, which in 1960, were used by services to Miramar.

Right: A view looking north along Lambton Quay taken in 1956 by an
Evening Post photographer. Note the tram tracks and trolleybus. The
original slip road to Bowen Street can just be viewed ahead of the
Cenotaph. Another trolleybus is at the end of Molesworth Street
about to turn right into Lambton Quay. Gardens now cover the area
where the tram tracks once were. What a wealth of interest in this
shot.
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Right: An undated photograph of Courtenay Place, taken from above Blair Street
corner and looking in the direction of Taranaki Street and showing buses, trolleybuses
and trams. On the right is a B.U.T. with Northland, Route 13, on its destination roll. In
the distance, another B.U.T. is turning out of Allen Street, no doubt having just left the
nearby Cable Street or Wakefield Street depots one block over.

Left: B.U.T. 69 being towed along Manners Street in 1959 by
a tractor, with cars and at least five trams queued up behind.
Courtenay Place is glimpsed in the far distance. A smartly
turned out inspector watches proceedings from the roadside.
This image is pure history as so many of these buildings have
been replaced. Another Evening Post photograph.

Right: In 1958, trolleybus traction poles were being erected in Evans Bay at the
roundabout where Cobham Drive joins Calabar Road. Sixty years later most of them
were removed when the overhead was all taken down. In latter days, trolleybuses
working the 2 and 11 routes from the eastern suburbs of Miramar and Seatoun would
have whisked passengers past this location. Wellington harbour is in the background.

Left: Cuba Street in 1953, with Wakefield Street
crossing from left to right. A Crossley has just
turned right out of Wakefield Street en route to
Aotea Quay. A similar view today would not be
possible as parts of Civic Square cover the area in
the foreground. The area of Cuba Street behind
the trolleybus is but of shadow of itself today
having been narrowed in recent years. It is now
only one-way – in the direction of the camera
position. Many of the buildings in the foreground
do however still remain.

Thanks to Michael McKeon for providing the links to these photographs from the National Library collection.
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“THE NEXT STOP IS...”
On 24 May 2019, Metlink announced “You may notice a new on-board announcement service when travelling on one of our
Metlink buses. We’re testing ways of helping customers who are either unfamiliar with the area and the bus network, and
importantly people who have impairments or disabilities. If you travel on bus routes 1, 7, 23e, 23z or 32x, we will be testing
on-board announcements on some of our electric double-deckers. This is the very first phase of coming up with a way of
ensuring everyone gets the information they need. So, how will it work? The announcements will help to let you know what
route you’re on, what the end destination is, and which stop you’re at. Don’t worry, we’ll be working hard to make sure
there’s not too much talking – just enough to ensure everyone’s reliably informed. The On Board Announcement tests are
being designed with Wellington in mind, and if you have any comments or suggestions, we’d love to hear them. We’re
determined to make the finished product something that really works for the Wellington region. You can call 0800 801
700.”
Intrigued to know just how this might work on services in the future I decided to try out and “road test” the verbal announcements.
Arriving at the Interchange just after 10am on 19 June I found myself in luck. Armed with the knowledge that electric double-deckers 3704
and 3706 were being used in the trials, I noticed 3706 on Route 1 rolling into Stop D bound for Churton Park in the northern Wellington
Suburbs. I decided to stay with the bus on a round trip back to the city and give my ears a good work-out, and worked out they were. All of
Tranzit’s new fleet of buses have been fitted with speakers and screens, which leads me to suspect that despite what feedback Metlink
receives as a result of this trial these pieces of equipment will be utilised in the future. If not, why go to the expense of having this
hardware fitted? But I digress... how was the ride now it was being interrupted by “the next stop” messages? I think these may be
tolerated on short hops around the city, but I would certainly not want to be bombarded with stop information for a lengthy journey. On
my trip to Churton Park, “the next stop” was regularly announced and not only that,
if the bus stopped for a passenger to either embark or disembark, the stop itself
was announced yet again. Between the city centre and Churton Park there were
also at least three additional messages telling me that I “was on a Route 1 travelling
to ... via ... and ...” The voice was pleasant enough and easy on the ear but having
the journey peppered with all this information made it tiresome and would
encourage me to wear earphones to block out the intrusion. I do understand it
would be helpful for people who are visually impaired. However, couldn’t a person
with sight issues just as easily politely ask the driver to put them off at their
destination as they have done so up till now? There was also a screen towards the
rear of the lower deck updating the position of the bus by GPS tracking. Already this
happens on Route 91 and is no doubt useful for those visitors using the service from
the Airport but is it necessary for people who travel by bus regularly? Wellington’s
trains have a similar visual and audible messaging system but at least on a 55km
journey between Waikanae and Wellington there are only 13 station
announcements. By comparison on a mere 7km trip between Kingston and the
Railway Station there are 23 bus stops that (if this trial is implemented) will be
announced en route, plus, (as it would also seem from the trial), all the repetitions
on calling at stops. Metlink says “not too much talking” but if every stop is announced (and it has to be, otherwise what is the point of the
exercise?) then there will be a message or two just about every minute of a journey. In my opinion it is all somewhat over the top. No
doubt it is a case of Metlink deciding to follow what bus operators are doing in other cities and countries. If we must have announcements
then announce the “next stop” but please don’t repeat it again on arrival at that stop - bus passengers are not that unintelligent. People
have coped with getting from A to B since the first horse bus – this audible addition to the journey isn’t really necessary in my view. I
would like to know what has actually driven the trial? Have people been clamouring for more information? Metlink, you said “there’s not
too much talking” – really? If you get the opportunity to test the trial may I suggest you do and see (or hear) what you think.
Above: Trial information electric 3706 in Melksham Drive, Churton Park on 19 June 2019. The current terminus is further back along the
road. Buses continue some distance before coming to the current end of the road, backing around and returning along Melksham Drive as
3706 is seen doing. This area is currently undergoing a housing boom and the bus service will get plenty of custom in coming years and
may well be extended further towards the hills.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

BEHIND THE SCENES AT THE CABLE CAR

Left: On 28 June I was privileged to have a “behind the
scenes” Cable Car tour and was also permitted to go
“trackside” with Maintenance Technician, Andrew Cresswell,
former Overhead Manager in the days of the trolleybuses.
Cable Car 1 sits at Kelburn terminus prior to its journey down
the 1 in 5 incline to Lambton. The view was taken from the
tunnel just below Salamanca Station. A full report on this visit
will be presented in the August edition.
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TROLLEYBUS SCENES AT KILBIRNIE
Another month has passed and the majority of the trolleybus fleet, withdrawn at the end of October 2017, wait silently
for a saviour, or will it be a wrecker? It would appear that after all this time they are unlikely to face conversion,
certainly not with Wrightspeed propulsion which was envisaged some years ago, and probably after all this time, not
battery power as was given to 361. A visit to Kilbirnie depot is akin to visiting a bus museum, except that all the exhibits
are the same and bus museums don’t have their exhibits caked in pigeon excrement! However, despite the bird poo it is
always a pleasure to wander around on an authorised visit and get up close and personal with the buses we remember.
361, incidentally, is still putting in regular service on peak period Airport Flyer services between the Railway Station and
the Airport. Those I talk to speak highly of its reliability as a battery-powered bus. The following photographs were
taken on 25 June 2019.
Left: 336 and 355 have very few visitors other than the Kilbirnie
pigeons. Like the majority of the fleet in the depot they are intact
and could be made to work again given the chance. They are
certainly modern looking and only worked for eight or nine years.

Right: 333, the first of the fleet to appear in the Go Wellington yellow and black livery, is
glimpsed from between its packed-in sisters.
Left: “It only sleepeth.” 343
looks as if it is ready to go to
work at a moment’s notice,
but alas it’s not the case in
reality. Its poles are stowed
for good.

Right: Discarded
seats piled up
alongside 367.

Left: A Designline stretches its poles skywards. Even though there is overhead nearby the wires
are dead. 340 looks on at the futile attempt.
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TAILPIECE

219 stands in the sunshine awaiting its
next turn of duty in this May 1991
view taken at Karori depot.
Photo: The late Markus Lang.

