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Front Cover: 302 entered service in late 2005. It was one of three prototype Designline-built vehicles that were trialled in Wellington before a
decision was finally made to order a further fifty-seven three-axle trolleybuses designed to replace the ageing Volvo fleet. On 20 January 2006
302 was still looking brand new as it passed through Lambton Quay working an 11 from Seatoun. Following close behind is Volvo 217 en route
to Karori Park. At the time of introduction 302 was owned by Stagecoach but later that year the company sold its Wellington city bus interests
to Infratil which in turned formed Go Wellington. 302 stayed in Stagecoach colours until 2007 when it got a coat of all-over yellow. It ran
around unbranded for a number of months before finally receiving its yellow and black branding. By April 2017 it was depot-bound with
operating issues and remained at Kilbirnie depot until 8 February 2018 when it was donated to the Omnibus Society and removed for
preservation. As announced in the July 2019 issue, 302 has been donated to the Tramway Historical Society at Ferrymead. 217 was scrapped in
2009. A snippet of information you may not know is that the front and rear axles from Volvo 231, withdrawn in 1995, was re-used in 302.
Please Note: Under the Wires contains facts, views, opinions, statements and other content and links to external websites. Reasonable efforts are made to include accurate and current information but the Editor
makes no warranties or representations as to the accuracy, value or safety of the published items. No liability or responsibility can be taken for errors or omissions.
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Despite being almost two years since the trolleybus overhead power was switched off in Wellington there are still many
memories out there be they written, photographed or filmed. There are a plenty of visual gems on YouTube; if you are
interested in seeing Volvos in action in Karori from about ten years ago go to https://youtu.be/zIOqDhg-5QA or there’s a very
nicely filmed tribute to the Designlines (30 minutes, and complete with plenty of Wellington wind reminders) at
https://youtu.be/dfmyB9X0dj8 Another recommended link that contains a slide show of red WCT B.U.T. trolleybuses is
https://youtu.be/NaqM_neo_38 Finally, something a bit different; Wellington Buses: The past was Electric
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I9ZXJXXYvS4&t=539s Reader David James took photographs of the dying days of
trolleybuses and this month I am pleased to present a selection of his images. See pages 31-33. One of the buses David
photographed was 339 in times when it looked far more proud than it currently does, splattered with bird poo. Thankfully
there are also plenty of memories available to savour despite the Designlines being cut off in their prime.
Grim news from San Francisco: according to Wayne Duncan, the forty or so remaining ETI/Skoda 14Tr-SF trolley coaches were
all “grounded”, i.e., retired, on 7 September 2019, when a battery explosion tore a huge hole in the floor of coach 5501. With only about
fifteen New Flyer XT40s still to be delivered, Muni maintenance management moved quickly to "pull the poles" of the remainder of the
ETIs for good.
Metlink continued its bus network review consultation meetings in the city suburbs throughout August and September. They wanted to
“hear your ideas on improvements to the routes and services that are important to you.” With the huge number of complaints the
organisation has received since July 2018 you’d hardly think they would need telling again. The remaining areas of the Wellington region
will be completed next year.
On 11 September, nearly two years since the last trolleybus service ran, it was finally announced in The Dominion Post “It's now been
revealed the (trolleybuses), most of which have been replaced by diesel buses over the past two years, will most likely end up on the
scrapheap, in museums, or overseas.” Probably many readers, like me, felt this was inevitable following the failure of the Wrightspeed
experiment on 362 and only 361 converted to battery-powered operation which I am told has now successfully completed 30,000km. It
now remains for Next Capital, new owners of NZ Bus, to decide when and how they will effect disposal of the remaining fifty-seven
trolleys.
This month sees the Wellington local elections held, with postal voting closing on 12 October. Several high profile
councillors on the GWRC, including Chris Laidlaw and Paul Swain are not seeking re-election; however well-known
councillors Daran Ponter and chair of the sustainable transport committee Barbara Donaldson have put their names
forward. It is not my place to tell Wellingtonians who to or not to vote for, but I do know who will and won’t be getting
the tick of approval on my voting paper. There are many others who are putting their hats in the ring for the city council.
Forgive me, but if I hear another candidate say “I will be fixing the buses” I will feel like screaming. The Regional Council is
responsible for Wellington’s public transport, NOT the City Council. Apart from proposing and enacting small tweaks to
roading involving bus lanes or bus priority there is very little City Council input to bus operation. Yes, the two bodies should
be cooperating more but the WCC has little or no influence over how the bus network is run. These council hopefuls should concentrate
on the issues where they can make meaningful change.
Having missed a September issue of the magazine you will be reminded that my wife and I have recently had an extended holiday in the
U.K. Thanks to the marvels of modern communication I was able to keep abreast of news back in New Zealand and in particular anything
that referred to the bus network. I hope you find the story selection of local developments during the last two months of interest. The
buses I did see or travel on were very colourful. Two cities particularly stand out; Oxford and Reading, whose bus fleets are a blaze of
attractive colour schemes. Unfortunately, Wellington’s once colourful fleet is gradually morphing into the mediocre uniformity of
Metlink’s lime and blue corporate colour scheme. However, pre-Metlink liveries are probably set to continue for a while, especially until
NZ Bus modernises its fleet and finally replaces its more aged buses and “fill-ins”. Getting back to my trip, it was refreshing not to see any
buses painted with yellow ends, or fitted with a bike rack, that Metlink finds so essential.
Wrightbus, one of Northern Ireland’s largest employers went into administration in September. It followed the liquidation of the massive
holiday group, Thomas Cook. The Irish company is probably best known for manufacturing the “Borismaster” bus (the replacement for the
London Routemaster) launched by the then Mayor of London in 2012, Boris Johnson. Closer to home, Uzabus, operator of routes on the
Kāpiti coast, currently uses fourteen Wrightbus Streetlite vehicles. On 27 September Prime Minister Boris Johnson said he is
"disappointed" at what has happened at Wrightbus and that the British government will "do what we can to help". You can read more on
Wrightbus at Wrightbus: From driving seat to financial failure https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-northern-ireland-49801334 One wonders if
the British Prime Minister, fighting for his political survival, will go the same way as Wrightbus?
On 27 September, Wellington (and a number of other major centres in New Zealand) saw tens of thousands of people take to the
streets as part of the Strike 4 Climate march. So many joined the march to Parliament that it took almost two hours for all the
participants to get from Civic Square (near Willis Street) to their destination! As is usual for these street marches, diversions
were set in place and buses travelled along Taranaki Street, Jervois Quay and Whitmore Street to reach the Interchange. As the
sea of people reached the end of Lambton Quay bus drivers were forced to be a bit more innovative to reach their destination.
With part of Whitmore Street blocked off buses continued along into Aotea Quay and then turned into Bunny Street while
others turned off Whitmore Street into Stout Street (recalling days of trolleybus travel!) Many of you will have heard of the
young climate change activist Greta Thunberg. I wonder what she would say to the GWRC regarding their decision to rid our
city of its fleet of mid-life trolleybuses and relatively new infrastructure only to replace it with mainly diesel-powered buses.
Unless otherwise stated, the photographs are mine. I trust you’ll enjoy your hefty read!

Alan
THANKS TO THIS MONTH’S CONTRIBUTORS:
Michael Boyton, Henry Brittain, Michael McKeon, Alan Roi, Graeme Bennett, Graham Stewart, David
James, D.L.A. Turner, Brian Dawson, Alun Roi, Alan Smith and those who provided feedback.
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SPECIAL WORK 573 REMEMBERED
Continuing the series on special work that once graced the overhead in Wellington.
This month we feature Merge* 573. It was originally situated at the western
entrance to Hataitai tunnel. Here there was a unique situation where the two sets
of running wires merged into three wires for the passage through the tunnel.
*Switches started with the number 4, Merges with 5 and crossings with 6.

Above: The western end of Hataitai bus tunnel on 25 January 2017. 334’s poles are about to pass the MERGE SLOW sign and plate 573.
Ahead, the running wires can be seen merging into three. This was the only example of this arrangement on the Wellington network.

Left: 352 emerges from the tunnel into Pirie Street on 30 June 2017, returning from
Miramar to the Railway Station. The two signs can again be clearly seen hanging
from the span wire. 352’s poles are about to move through the merge and transfer
back to the separate set of inbound running wires.
Below: 333 and 380 pass near the tunnel mouth on 8 September 2016. Route 2
buses mainly used the tunnel but in addition it was often used by buses travelling to
and from Kilbirnie depot to start or conclude a shift. Airport Flyer buses are others
that travel this way. Route 2 now extends between Karori and Seatoun.
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Left: During 2015 the two portals were earthquake
strengthened. 374 has just merged on to the three wire
section as it returns to Kilbirnie depot, not in service, on
21 April 2015.

Right: The Pirie Street entrance/exit in trolleybus days showing the three
wires in the tunnel; the common centre wire being used by buses whichever
way they were travelling.

Left: Merge 573 special work; a true merge. The overhead was
removed in early December 2017.

Right: Remembering the days of Volvo trolleybuses passing through the
tunnel. On 15 December 2003, 223 emerges from the gloom into the
sunlight of Pirie Street and is about to regain the dedicated overhead at
Merge 573. Much has happened at this location since that date; the
portals have been strengthened and painted, the traffic lights have been
replaced, the speed limit has been reduced, more signage has been
erected, the trolleybuses have been removed and the overhead has
disappeared. In fact, compared to those interesting days the tunnel is
rather boring and only resounds to the noise of diesel engines.
Despite the overhead having been removed in the area, plate 573
continued to hang from a span wire that remained outside the tunnel
mouth for other utility purposes. I alerted Wellington Cable Car Ltd about
its continued presence and they asked Wellington City Council if it could
be retrieved. In June 2018 it was taken down and presented to me as a
memento for safe keeping – a memory of the past.
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‘ARTHUR’ THE ANSALDO
Ansaldo 134 has appeared in Under the Wires before. It was one of twenty buses purchased from Auckland Regional
Authority. They were surplus to Auckland’s requirements following their decision to close the trolleybus network. Into
service in 1983, most (including 134) had been withdrawn by 1990. Later they were sold to Leopard Coachlines and
Mana Coach Services and were re-engined to diesel propulsion. 134 is now proudly owned by Michael Boyton. Prior to
this it was owned by Peter Hill, who in November 2018 decided to sell his pride and joy and offered it to Michael. As the
new owner of 134, Michael has named his Ansaldo ‘Arthur’.

Left: 134 on its delivery trip from Christchurch to its new home at Upper
Moutere in the Tasman district of the upper South Island. On the way it
called in at Kawatiri Station to offer a ‘Train Replacement’ service, some 84
years after the trains finished! Note the appropriately placed ‘Rail
Replacement’ message on the blinds.

Right: On 6 July 2019, 134 visited The Moutere Inn, the oldest pub in the
country while conducting a charter trip for a 50th birthday party. That
must have also been a ‘first’ for a former trolleybus.

Left: WCT 395 (1967 Leyland Leopard “Breadvan”) peeks out of its
workshop hideaway to meet WCT mate 134. 395 is under
restoration to as near to original looks as can be. Work is mostly
completed with just some detailing to be finished off. Question,
did 395 and 134 ever run together in Wellington City streets?
Right: Arthur in the
workshop at Motueka not
long after receiving its
Certificate of Fitness.

Left and below: 134 remains (mostly) true to original
condition inside, including the upholstery and wall
coverings.

Photos: Michael Boyton
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Left: Classmate 136 when in the ownership of Liam
Bentley and running as part of the Bentley
Transport fleet in November 2018. Alongside is a
1988 M.A.N. SG240. 136 once ran in the Newlands
fleet as 110. Photo: Michael Boyton.
History for Ansaldo ex-WCT 134, Volvo B10, chassis 2894,
registered LM7392.

into service with Wellington City Transport,
1983. Actual date not known.
out of service with WCT in 1990 along with all
19 others, and stored. Again, the actual date(s)
are not known.
all 20 buses were eventually converted to
diesel drive-train with Volvo THD100 engines
or similar by Leopard Coachlines Ltd. for use by
them and Mana Coaches Ltd.

Below: Newlands 110 in Dixon Street on 7 April 2003. This was formerly Ansaldo 136.
Photo: Alan Wickens.

12 buses went into service with Leopard in
Christchurch; numbers 121 ,122, 125, 126,
127, 128, 130, 131, 132, 134, 135 and 136.
Most commenced service in February 1996.
8 buses went into service with Mana in Porirua
and Newlands, numbers 120, 123,124, 129,
133, 137, 138, and 139. These went into
service between December 1997 and April
1998.
134 became Leopard fleet number 3, (re)registered as TZ1660 on 17/02/1996. Wore
their blue and white livery.
134 was sold to Nimon & Sons Ltd on
19/12/2005, and became Nimons ("Nimbus")
fleet number 85.
Peter Hill of Lower Hutt purchased No.
85/TZ1660 circa. April 2016. The bus wore an
overall white livery and was renumbered 134
by Peter. The bus was in Lower Hutt for a short
while, and Peter repainted it into the
traditional Wellington City Transport red and
white livery and then went to Christchurch and
was in charter service with Bentley Transport
Ltd. Peter Hill retained ownership of the bus.

Below right: Possibly the last photograph of 134 before it left Wellington for South
Island and its sojourn at Bentley Transport. The surprise encounter was recorded in
Cambridge Terrace on 30 August 2017 whilst the bus was on its way to the Ferry
Terminal. Imagine a pair of poles and you could well be transported back to the
1980s when the bus was in service. Photo: Alan Wickens.
Michael also owns Leyland Leopard Mk I 395 and is in the process of restoring it
back to as close as it originally looked when new He is currently refitting the
interior after renovations; new lino, sand-blasted seat frames and powder coated
black, cleaning and polishing the seat backs and squabs and interior walls freshly
painted. Michael also owns class leader Leyland Leopard Mark II 401, which he
has yet to transfer from Wellington to his home in Upper Moutere.

Below: Leyland Leopard 401 when part of Runciman Motors
fleet. It was working a school charter in Upper Hutt on 18
June 2003. Photo: Alan Wickens.

Michael Boyton of Upper Moutere purchased
134 on 30/11/2018, picking it up from
Christchurch at Liam Bentley's yard in
Marshlands, and travelled up to home base in
Upper Moutere. The bus is now in charter
service with Michael's "On the Bus Charters".
Of the 12 buses in service with Leopard in
Christchurch, Mana Coaches Ltd. purchased 6 of
them in 2001, registration changes made on
26/04/2001 for 121, 131, 135, 136; and on
20/12/2001 for 132, and 24/12/2001 for 125. The
remaining 6 buses at Leopard were purchased by
Nimon & Sons Ltd., Havelock North/Hastings,
registration changes made on 19/12/2005 for 122,
126, 127, 128, 130 and 134.
Information: Michael Boyton
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A FOCUS ON 351 - LOOKING BACK AT ITS LIFE, YEAR BY YEAR
The on-going series about the Designline fleet, this month we remember 351.

Right: 351 first entered
service in 2009. It was
the twenty-second of the main fleet
of Designline trolleybuses. On 4 March that year it
was photographed at the southern end of Lambton Quay, (sorry)
not in service.
Below: There’s no doubt that 351 did work in service but on 23
December 2010 it was again NIS and this time at the bottom of
Bowen Street about to turn right into Lambton Quay. The
Cenotaph was at the time undergoing refurbishment.

Below: Here the trolleybus climbs Washington Avenue in Brooklyn
on 17 February 2012 while on its way to Kingston. Today it’s not
uncommon to see a lumbering double-decker working the route.

Left: 351 has just departed Karori Park terminus in
this view taken on 16 October 2013. Although the
bus looks devoid of advertising, it started to
appear on the off-side of the bus in 2012.
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Left: 351 under the wires on State Highway 1 where
trolleybuses travelled for a short distance on a stretch of
70kph road. This is Cobham Drive with 351 approaching
the intersection with Troy Street, Kilbirnie while on its
way back to the city from Miramar on 4 April 2014.

Right: Clear blue skies are not always the norm in Wellington!
The city can endure some atrocious weather as in the case of 14
May 2015 when the driver of 351 struggles through the
downpour as he approaches the Interchange at the end of his
Route 1 run from Island Bay.

Left: On 6 May 2016, 351 was being used for driver training work. As the bus
turned out of Courtenay Place into Kent Terrace, the driver lost the poles on
the curve.

Right: And so to 2017 and the last day of operation, 31
October. Here we see 351 on Route 1 turning out of
Luxford Street into Rintoul Street in Berhampore. In the
last few years of service the bus wore several full-size
ads on its off-side.

Left: Now, like most of its classmates, 351 stands quietly inside Kilbirnie depot.
On 28 November 2018 it cosies up against 356 whilst its windscreen gathers
more bird droppings. What a sad end to such an efficient mode of transport.
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WELLINGTON BUSES IN THE 21ST CENTURY
With the approach of 2020 it is opportune to look back at the last twenty years and remind ourselves how Wellington’s
bus landscape has changed from this...
...to this.
This month a start will be made on
reviewing the variety of buses that have
run in the Capital over the last 20 years
during the Stagecoach and Go Wellington
eras.

Left: Winding the clock back to 2001 we find a bus stop
(something that has long since disappeared) outside the
Railway Station. Stagecoach was then the city’s bus
operator and had a small fleet of Bristol VRT SL3 doubledeckers on their books, dedicated to operating a City
Circular route at $2 a fare and aimed primarily at the
tourist market. Painted bright yellow, they operated
along the waterfront to Te Papa (Museum of New
Zealand) and then returned through the city via
Courtenay Place and the ‘Golden Mile’ to the Railway
Station. The venture only lasted until 2003. Here, 128
waits outside the Railway Station in Bunny Street on 12
December. Even on this cloudless summer’s day
customers look somewhat thin on the ground.

Right: For a short time a couple of the M.A.N. SL202 diesels were also
performing similar duties. This is 147 wearing an all-over promotion for the
2004 New Zealand Festival. The photograph was taken at Te Papa museum on
19 August 2003. There were originally thirty of these buses in Wellington,
numbered 141 to 170. The SL202s entered service between 1987 and 1989.

Left: How most of the SL202 buses were once painted – in Stagecoach
Wellington colours. 152 substitutes for a trolleybus on Route 12 to Karori
Park and is pictured at the bottom of Bowen Street on 29 April 2003.

Right: Stagecoach sold its Wellington bus interests in 2005 with the
fleet (except the Volvo trolleybuses) eventually being painted into
the new Go Wellington colours. Here is SL202 160 in Manners
Street, not in service, on 1 August 2011. This was the last year of
operation in Wellington for this marque with 160 giving twenty-four
years of service.
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Right: Ten M.A.N. 16-200UOCL buses, numbered 171 to 181 were in
operation in Wellington from 1991 to 2011. Class leader 171 was
photographed in Dixon Street substituting for a trolleybus on a Route 2
from Miramar to the Railway Station.

Left: By 3 April 2008, 171 had been repainted into Go
Wellington yellow but still awaiting the branding. On this
occasion it was in Queens Drive, Lyall Bay. Some of the class
were in service until 2011.

Left: A solitary M.A.N. 16-240 numbered 181 entered service in
1991. It was intended for charter work and was delivered in
sightseeing livery. It later just became part of the working fleet
and here it is seen at work on Route 3 in Glenmore Street
heading towards Karori Park on 22 December 2008. I last saw it
active in mid 2011.

Right: The next series of
numbers was held by the Volvo
trolleybuses, numbered 201 to
268. 201 appeared in 1981 and
lasted until 2007. Here it is
recorded resting at Aro Street
terminus on 26 March 2003. Aro
Street services were numbered
7, 8 and 9 over the years. At this
particular time it was in the
Route 8 era.
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Left: Somewhat surprisingly in 2003, Stagecoach were
operating a few Leyland Leopard Mark II buses that they had
inherited from Wellington City Transport days. 455 was
introduced in 1979 and on 20 June 2003 it was still serving the
city’s bus passengers. It was laying over in Stout Street, then
still part of Wellington’s bus route, and showing Rapid Red
Special Fare – Miramar North on its destination blinds. When
finally finishing its Capital duties it went to work, along with a
number of other Leopards, for Runciman Motors in Upper
Hutt, a charter company and subsidiary of Stagecoach.

The next numbering series to operate in Wellington was in the
5XX range. These were M.A.N. 11-190HOCL vehicles
introduced in 1995, and were part of the Cityline fleet
operating in the Hutt Valley.
Next followed the 6XX series. These were also M.A.N. 11-190s. Some of these vehicles were based in the Hutt Valley but quite a number
worked in the city area. They were introduced between 1995 and 1997.
Right: 624 ambles along Kent Terrace on 15 December 2003
working a duty to Miramar Heights.
621-658 worked in the city and many continued until 2018.

Above: 643, having ‘done its dash’ with Go Wellington, was disposed of and on 28 May 2019 was for sale in the commercial vehicle yard in
Porirua.

Left: During the Stagecoach ‘reign’
advertising on their buses was
restricted mainly to strip ads on
the sides, however, occasionally
something different appeared...
645 had the all-over treatment
with an advertisement for The
National Bank (now history itself
and taken over by ANZ). It is
pictured near the Railway Station
terminus on 24 October 2002
before the Interchange was
opened.
The display reads
Kingston. Of course there was no
guarantee that if a route was wired
it would be operated by a
trolleybus.

13

Left: Also part of Stagecoach’s fleet were five 1993
Volvo B10 coaches which were used on the Airport
Flyer route. These ran from Upper Hutt (the service
now cut back to Lower Hutt) and Wellington
Airport. Numbered 22-26 they ran until about the
end of 2006 when they were superseded by
several 2005 M.A.N. 17-223 in the 24XX numbering
and then eventually in 2009 by eleven Scania
K280UB (2501-11) that still operate on the route
today. 22 emerges from the Hataitai bus tunnel
into Pirie Street on 15 December 2003. The Volvos
were usually based at the depot alongside
Waterloo railway station (now closed).

Right: 2003 M.A.N. 17.223 1422 (and 1421) also supplemented the ‘Flyer’ fleet for a
time. It is seen outside Upper Hutt station on 29 May 2007 as 2005 M.A.N. 17.223
2496 departs for the Airport where it would arrive 100 minutes later.

Left: In 2008, three M.A.N. 16-223 buses (with the very familiar
Designline body similar to the trolleybuses) were introduced.
Numbered 1011-1013, two of them, 1011 and 1013, were
painted in Airport Flyer livery and worked Route 91 for a short
period until the arrival of the (current) Scanias in 2009. They
were then repainted back into Valley Flyer colour. All three were
withdrawn from Wellington operation in September 2019.

Right: During the period under review Stagecoach and later Go
Wellington operated a couple of small Mercedes 709D buses (39 and
40) designed for small capacity routes. One in particular was the
‘Southern Shopper’ Route 29 which ran between Island Bay and
Newtown. This view taken inside Kilbirnie depot on 24 January 2008
shows 40 still in Stagecoach livery.
Below: On 23 June 2009, 40 was captured in Riddiford Street,
Newtown. Its display was not working so a board was placed in the
lower part of the windscreen reading Island Bay & Kingston. These
two buses continued to operate until 2013.
Below right: Similar buses operated in the Hutt Valley on small
capacity routes. Here are three of at least fourteen known to operate there; 55, 56 and 57 basking in the weak winter sunshine at
Waterloo depot on 6 July 2003.

MORE NEXT MONTH
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THE

ERA

Photography by the late Markus Lang

The concluding part in the series on the Big Red livery, introduced following the deregulation of Wellington’s bus
services in 1991. Having so far examined 201-245, this month we turn our attention to 246-261. The only survivor from
this batch was 258 which is preserved at Ferrymead Museum in Christchurch by the Tramway Historical Society.
Left: Despite the introduction stating that this month’s
examples would start at 246 the first picture will be of 248.
It is pictured turning left out of Bay Road into Kilbirnie
Crescent with a Route 2 to the Railway Station in June
1993. Today’s Route 2 buses take a different way through
Kilbirnie, in fact no buses now make the turn that 248 is
making. Instead the 2 crosses this scene from right to left
across the intersection – the Kilbirnie hub being situated in
Evans Bay Parade. Whereas the main bus stops in Kilbirnie
were once in the shopping centre since 2018 they have
been moved to the hub which is certainly not to everyone’s
satisfaction. The reason that 246 and 247 are missing from
this review is that Markus’ collection does not contain
them. Were they repainted from Wellington City Transport
colours into Big red livery? Possibly not. 247 is unlikely to
have as photographs show it in WCT livery in May 1993 and
by October it was wearing Stagecoach colours. As always, if
anyone has photographs of these missing examples I would
be pleased to see them and correct the record.

Right: 249 certainly was a candidate for rebranding into Big Red and Markus
photographed the Volvo at Karori depot in June 1996.

Above: This picture of 250 was chosen for its interest value rather than displaying
another depot study. In September 1993 it was photographed heading east along
Karori Road with the driver probably inching his way past road works and wondering if
any minute there will be a loud crash as the poles dewire. As there were no other
photographs of this scene I presume the Volvo made it safely past the obstruction.

Left: Markus didn’t take many photographs after dark but here is
one of those occasions. He took this study of 251 at Karori Park in
June 1992.
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Above: Another example that I am unable to illustrate in Big Red livery is that of 252. However, this rather excellent study of the Volvo
turning out of Wakefield depot on 22 December 1988 is definitely worthy of inclusion. The driver is about to begin his shift which will start
with a run out to Karori Park from the city on the then numbered Route 12. Inset: The same scene in 2019.
Left: Two Big Reds at Karori Park terminus in January 1995. 240
will be the first bus to leave for Lyall Bay with 253 ready to
move into the departure position.

254 and 255 are also trolleybuses that Markus didn’t record in
Big Red livery. Again, can anyone fill in these gaps?

Right: Three Volvos in Big Red liveries lay over at the Railway Station
terminus in February 1993. Nearest the camera is 256 that has arrived
from Miramar while alongside is class leader 201 ready for a duty to
Newtown Park. The side of the Railway Station dominates the
background.

Left: Finally this month, we jumped from 256 to 261
again due to no pictures existing in Markus’
collection. The well known landmark towering over
261 is The Beehive, the parliamentary
administrative block situated adjacent to Bowen
Street. It is here that the trolleybus is travelling on
its outbound journey to Karori Park in January 1993.
NO IMAGES WERE FOUND OF 262-268 IN
‘BIG RED’ LIVERY.
IF THE MISSING VEHICLES WERE REPAINTED CAN
ANY READER PROVIDE EVIDENCE?
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KILBIRNIE DEPOT TO CLOSE? SURELY NOT...
Bus barns site wanted to help chronic housing shortage
Valuable central Kilbirnie land is wanted for housing.
The city council’s housing committee has registered
interest in the Kilbirnie bus barns site for housing. The
council is looking at shifting the bus barns to
elsewhere in the city leaving a large area of valuable
land vacant. Local residents, retailers and councillors
are happy about the bus barns being moved because it
would solve a number of problems in the central
Kilbirnie area. Parking, lack of space for the
commercial area to grow and more housing are all
pressing needs. Residents who overlook the bus barns
or whose properties back on to them say they are
dirty, noisy and unsightly. One suggested site for the
bus barns to move to is a warehouse in Lyall Parade.
No doubt that story grabbed your attention. Actually it appeared in the local press in April 1989! Thirty years later as you are well
aware, and evident in the photograph above, the bus barns are just as they were with the exception that the land at the northern end of the
site (the open air bus parking area) was sold and the Rita Angus retirement village built in its place at the turn of the century.
Left: Volvo 226 stands at the end of a row of trolleybuses in the open
yard at Kilbirnie depot in January 1995. This is the view from Ross
Street looking towards the exit into Onepu Road. The depot buildings
were to the left of this view. Note the learner board hanging from the
rear of 226.

Right: 222, also in Big Red livery dewires while attempting to exit
the bus park into Onepu Road in September 1994.

Above: The rear entrance to Kilbirnie depot’s bus park as depicted in 1993.
The northern end of the bus barns can be seen on the left. The photograph
was taken from Ross Street.

Right: A remarkable view of the parking area at the depot taken on a
Sunday in October 1993. As well as the many diesel buses there are thirtyseven trolleybuses visible in this one view! In the background a Qantas
flight from Sydney lands at the airport. Photos: The late Markus Lang.
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Situated near the administration block at Kilbirnie depot was the bus wash. It can be glimpsed in the lower right hand
corner of the photograph above. Buses aren’t cleaned for the sake of photographers but a smart exterior does make for
a nicer picture. Markus Lang excelled in taking every imaginable angle of trolleybus (and other bus) operation and the
following trio recalls how buses were cleaned at Kilbirnie prior to the land the yard stood on being sold to a retirement
village operator.

253 gets a clean
in September 1994

You have been
warned!
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CROSSLEY GEMS
It’s a thrill when old trolleybus photographs arrive in the (e)mail, particularly ones from around seventy years ago! The
following pictures are from the camera of Alan Bellamy, courtesy of Henry Brittain. In the interests of comparison I have
taken a contemporary view from approximately the same location.
Left: The short 1km route to Aotea Quay beside Wellington
Harbour opened in May 1950. This view was taken prior to
that as the overhead was being erected. The Railway Station
is to the right of the tower wagon. Note the railway lines
leading on to the wharf. The predominant building is Shed 21
built in 1910.

Left: Crossley 4 is travelling along Waterloo Quay and passing
Bunny Street on its left. A Morgan three-wheeler (?) on the
right of the bus is the centre of attention. Shed 21 was
converted from a warehouse in 2001-2 and is now called
Waterloo on Quay Apartments.

Left: At the same location and quite possibly the same
Crossley as above but this time turning into Bunny Street. Just
ahead of the trolleybus is the Waterloo Hotel. The hotel and
the apartment block are all that remain from the earlier view.
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Left: In this view Alan Bellamy has walked a little
further south along Waterloo Quay to capture
Crossley 6 in action.

The contemporary photographs were all taken on 24 July 2019

Left: Crossley 1 is in Featherston Street en route to Hataitai
(via Oriental Bay). Two NZ Railways Road Services coaches
add further interest to the scene as do the tram tracks and
of course the vehicles of the day. Much has changed in the
last seventy years though the Railway Station remains the
dominant feature in both photographs.

Left: Crossley 4 has just turned right out of lower Tory
street, travelled across Cable street and is about to turn
into the road leading to the Cable Street depot. It has just
come out of service which is why it is still showing the
Courtenay Place destination. The sign on the post by the
car reads Look Out Trolley Buses. I wouldn’t mind that sign
in my collection. Perhaps the biggest change is that in this
last comparison absolutely nothing remains to link the past
with the present other than the streets themselves.
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TROLLEYBUSES AT THE AIRPORT
Trolleybuses never actually connected with Wellington Airport. They passed close by, in fact until October 2017 they ran
alongside the runway; Routes 2 (to Miramar) and 11 (Seatoun) went along part of Calabar Road before turning off into
Caledonia Street. However, in April 1991 part of the southern end of the Airport was used to park surplus and redundant
buses, including trolleybuses.

At least fifteen redundant Ansaldo trolleybuses can be seen in the line-up above including a couple of Volvos, Mk II AECs and even half cab 249 which is now
owned by the Omnibus Society. They were parked there as an interim measure as the Wellington City Council was putting them into undercover storage. The
aircraft is a BAe146 then owned by Ansett NZ. The view below shows even more of the WCT fleet. Ansett New Zealand was a wholly owned airline subsidiary
of Ansett Australia, serving the New Zealand domestic market between 1987 and 2000. It went into receivership and subsequently liquidation in 2001.
Photos: The late Markus Lang.

Left: Calabar Road looking towards the Airport terminal. The
buses seen above would have been parked in the far distance and
just out of sight to the left at the air cargo area. Meanwhile in
this view Designline 333 has just turned out of Caledonia Street
while working to the Railway Station from Miramar on 25 January
2013. The overhead in this vicinity was dismantled in late 2017.
Photo: Alan Wickens.
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UNUSUAL CABLE CAR WHEELS REVEALED

Left: On 22/23 July 2019 the Cable Car was
undergoing maintenance and consequently not
operating. Car 1 was positioned at Kelburn and I was
permitted to go into the pit just beyond the
terminus enabling me to see at first hand the wheels
below. To allow the cars to pass at Talavera one set
of wheels on each car is flangeless. This enables the
car to literally roll across the point-free rails.

Right: The wheels on the other side of the axle have double flanges that
engage with both sides of the rail. On Car 2 the arrangement is reversed.

Left: To help make this arrangement clearer, this
view of Talavera shows the crossing. When Car 1
ascends or descends it always keeps to the left side
as its wheels on that side have the double flanges
guiding it that way. The flangeless wheels just roll
across the top of the other rails. Similarly Car 2
always keeps to the right side. This view was taken
on 2 July 2019.

Below: This view taken on 15 February 2019 shows the two cars passing with Car 2 on
the left ascending and Car 1 descending. This is always the way they cross due to their
flanged wheels being on the outside.

My thanks to Andrew
Cresswell,
Cable
Car
Maintenance Technician, for
allowing me to go “behind
the scenes”.

Above: Photographs from this angle are unobtainable to all but a
few. With the Cable car not operating I was able to enter the pit
just below Kelburn and obtain a rather unusual view of Car 1.
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B.U.T. 52 ON PARADE
Left: This picture compliments the one of 52
with a broken pole illustrated in the August
2019 edition when it was then near-new.
However, here is a shot of the rear end of
the bus at the other end of its life (19581984). 52 is turning right from Wakefield
Street into Cuba Street on 11 May 1983. The
Michael Fowler Centre, adjacent to the Town
Hall, was under construction at the time.
Note the WCT shift-man truck heading along
Wakefield Street in the distance. The
overhead is still both ways in Wakefield
Street and there are two sets in parallel
outbound at this location. 52 is the right
hand pair serving the turn into Cuba Street.
It is believed there was a switch further back
in Wakefield Street where buses were able
to change their direction of travel.

Right: Another shot of 52, same day, 11 May 1983, parked beside an unidentified Volvo at
Wakefield Street depot. A WCT CF Bedford van is visible in the background painted General
Motors “Covert Beige”. This was the non-colour that these were supplied in, intended to act
as a base for painting over in the owner’s corporate colour. Beige would not bleed through,
avoiding the need for too many coats, in the days before adhesive wraps when advertising on
buses had the ads hand-painted on. Local Government and Government agencies ran GM vans
and trucks in beige!

Above left: On 29 January 1982, 52 has
called at what is believed to be the first
stop from the Railway Station terminus, outside the old High Court building in Lambton Quay. It is destined for Mornington on Route 7 the Kingston extension was still some years away from being built. In those days Route 7 travelled to and from Brooklyn and Mornington
in both directions via upper Willis Street. The two elderly ladies would have been grateful had they had today’s senior citizens’ Gold Card
to give them free off-peak travel, rather than rummaging in their purses for the fare. This is a nice shot of a trolleybus doing its job,
collecting people to take them somewhere.

Photos and background information: Michael McKeon.
Right: This Alan Bellamy photograph taken on 1 February
1948 was taken at a similar location to that at the top of the
page. Double-Saloon tram 108 is heading along Wakefield
Street en route to Karori and about to cross Cuba Street. Note
the absence of any other vehicles.
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Left: Very few photographs
have appeared in Under the
Wires
featuring
the
Berhampore turnaround and
terminus. Thankfully one of
Markus Lang’s photographs
can set the record straight.
On 11 November 1988 he
recorded Volvo 240 turning
on one of the short workings
to
Berhampore
that
operated at the time. This
location was situated at the
end of Adelaide Road
alongside the Mornington
Golf Course and Dover
Street. Normally, buses
continued past this spot
joining The Parade in Island
Bay for the last part of their
journey to the southern
terminus. Today, no bus
routes start or finish at this
location.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

UNDER THE WIRE – IN TRAM DAYS
Left: Double-saloon 224 ready to depart the
then Lyall Bay terminus in Queens Drive on 25
January 1948. The tram route was numbered
3 as the bus still is today although the route is
now extended a little further along the
coastline to Hungerford Road. Desert Gold
Tea is on one of the advertising boards. Like
the tram, the tea has been consigned to
history.
Photo: The late Trev Terry/Henry Brittain collection.

Right: Sixty-six years separate these two photographs.
On 10 September 2014, 361 is passing the same shop
front in Queens Drive. The bus was carrying a large
advertisement encouraging people to vote in the
forthcoming general election on 20 September. The old
store has now become a trendy cafe and amazingly 361
survives; not only is it the only former trolleybus still in
operation but as the only example of a battery powered
bus operated by NZ Bus in Wellington, though these days
only seen on the Railway Station to Airport route (91).
Photo: Alan Wickens.
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Left: This photograph dates from around
1953/4 as overhead has been erected in
readiness for the changeover from trams to
trolleybuses. The location is Karori Road at
what is now called Marsden Village. Double
saloon 230 looks to be travelling to Courtenay
Place. Imagine travelling on a bus today with its
doors open but of course in those far-off days
life was a lot simpler and free from the red
tape and cotton wool that cocoons us today.
Trams first ran to Karori Park in May 1911 with
closure coming on 1 October 1954.
Photo: The late Trev Terry/Henry Brittain collection.

Right: Sixty-four years later and the same
location in Karori Road not long before the
decommissioning crews arrived to take down
the trolleybus wiring. Trolleybuses ran to Karori
Park for sixty-three years from 1954 to 2017.
The area had a rich history of electric traction
but that has all gone and the area now
resounds only to the sound of diesel buses.
Photo: Alan Wickens.

Left: Double-saloon 152, built in 1923,
descends an empty Glenmore Street,
showing Oriental Bay on its destination blind.
It has just passed underneath the Kelburn
Viaduct opened in 1931. The photograph is
undated but is thought to have been taken in
1949 or 1950 as Oriental Bay closed to trams
on 28 May 1050.
Photo: The late Trev Terry/Henry Brittain collection.

Right: The comparison on this occasion features Designline 360 in approximately the same
position. It was photographed on 2 September 2009 on a Route 3 duty to Lyall Bay. 360
worked right up until the last day of operation on 31 October 2017. It now sits with most
of the fleet inside Kilbirnie depot awaiting a decision on its future. Tram 152 on the other
hand is now history. However, its sister, 151, was saved and now regularly operates on the
1.8km length of track at the Wellington Tramway Museum at Paekakariki.
Photo: Alan Wickens.
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WHEN TRAMS AND TROLLEYBUSES
RAN ALONG RIDDIFORD STREET,
NEWTOWN
Left: It’s the winter of 1952 and we are at the
intersection of Riddiford and Rintoul Streets. In those
days there were far fewer cars about and it was
possible for trams to run with relative ease. Doublesaloon 131 turns off Riddiford Street on the branch to
Island Bay. Is that the conductor peeping out of the
rear window? What could be 232 waits for the
intersection to clear before continuing towards the city
and the Railway Station while at work on a Route 3.
Sixty-seven years later both Route 1 and 3 still travel
this way. Photo: Graham Stewart.

Right: Many of the heritage buildings remain in this view taken on 16
January 2012. 373, uncluttered by any advertising is returning to the
city working a Route 10 service from Newtown Park. This was arguably a
great colour for the city’s buses and much preferred to the current
(s)lime green decreed by Metlink. Route 10 has been replaced with the
23z to/from Newtown Park. Photo: Alan Wickens.

Left: This viewpoint is a little further south from the
previous shot and looks toward the intersection with
Constable Street. A Newtown Park tram (162?) waits
for an inbound tram packed with city workers. The old
British cars would today be a collector’s dream.
Photo: Graham Stewart.

The two tram pictures are reproduced by kind
permission of Graham Stewart and are excerpts from
his recently published limited edition book that was
featured in the August issue.

Right: There were literally only weeks left for trolleybuses to run
when this image was taken of 369 in Riddiford Street in October
2017 on a Route 10 from Newtown Park. St Thomas’ Anglican
Church spire no longer pierces the skyline but many of the old
buildings at this end of the street remain. An island refuge
afforded the photographer some protection from the traffic.
Newtown tram sheds were once situated about 500m away just
beyond the white building in the background. Photo: Alan Wickens.
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MYSTERY LOCATION
Can you identify where this
photograph was taken? I can tell you
that trolleybuses haven’t passed this
way for a while.
Photo: The late Alan Bellamy.
Answer on next page.

Right and Below: The Tramway Historical Society based at Ferrymead
Museum in Christchurch engaged Independent Line Services to replace
some of the traction poles on their trolleybus circuit. The contractors
were busy with their renewal work at the end of July. Photos: Alun Roi.

NZ Bus has new owners - Next Capital. The company have begun
a refresh of their webpage. The following is an update of the
history of NZ Bus. (Source: NZ Bus website www.nzbus.co.nz).

NZ Bus is New Zealand’s largest urban public
transport business and operator of urban bus
services, built on a 25-year track record as a
successful bus operator. NZ Bus is an industry
leader in its operations with a highly
experienced management team, long term
contracts with sustainable operating margins,
best-in-class IT systems and innovative cost
management solutions. Together, this makes
NZ Bus one of the most successful bus
operators in New Zealand. The company’s
history traces back to 1992, when Stagecoach purchased Wellington City Transport, but the public transport services have been operating for around 100
years since the introduction of trams in the early 20th century. Wellington City Transport had recently purchased the Auckland, Hutt Valley and northern
Wellington suburban bus operations from New Zealand Railways Road Services, then branded CityLine. The purchase of Wellington City Transport by
Stagecoach formed part of the deregulation of New Zealand’s public transport system that began in 1991. As part of the deregulation, NZ Rail and a number of
municipal operations were privatised. The Transit New Zealand Act was also introduced which required that all publicly funded passenger transport services
were to be tendered, in an attempt to introduce competition to drive value for money from New Zealand’s public transport system. Over the following
decade, Stagecoach grew its service footprint via complementary acquisitions, expansion into new regions and consistent success in tender processes and
Government contract negotiations. In 1993 and 1994, Stagecoach acquired Eastbourne Buses and Runcimans Motors, increasing its operating footprint in
Auckland. Stagecoach further expanded its Auckland operations in 1998 by purchasing Transportation Auckland Corporation (trading as The Yellow Bus
Company) from the Auckland Regional Council. In November 2005, the New Zealand public transport interests of Stagecoach were purchased by Infratil and
rebranded to NZ Bus in 2006. In January 2008, the company bought Whangarei school and charter business Adams Travelines (later rebranded as NorthBus),
which won the tender to provide the urban bus service for Whangarei. In May 2013, NZ Bus sold NorthBus to Ritchies Transport. In 2012, the New Zealand
Government announced the introduction of the Public Transport Operating Model (PTOM). In 2017, NZ Bus completed its negotiations and tenders to secure
20 long term unit contracts (average 8 years) in Auckland and in January 2018 completed negotiations to secure five long term unit contracts (average 11
years) in Wellington. These contracts represent total whole-of-life revenue of over NZ$997 million in Auckland and approximately $323 million in Wellington.
In 2019, NZ Bus was acquired by Next Capital.
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Left: Answer to the Mystery Location: Still
puzzled? The tram is turning out of Bunny
Street. This thoroughfare runs along the
front of the Railway Station where this
photograph was taken from. The street
running from top to bottom is Featherston
Street and the branch to the right is Stout
Street. On the left, just visible, is a Crossley
trolleybus and it is standing outside the
building then occupied by the Royal NZ Air
Force, hence the GR over the doorway in the
mystery location photograph. There have
been considerable changes in this area over
the years as you can imagine.
Photo: The late Alan Bellamy.

Left: As seen from this comparison photo,
taken from the fourth floor of the Railway
Station, much has changed in the last 60-odd
years. Trees now hide much of the view of
Bunny Street. Incidentally, if we could
somehow insert the Crossley trolleybus into
the modern scene it would be parked
outside McDonald’s! Featherston Street,
now one-way, runs from top to bottom and
Stout Street, also one-way, branches to the
right. My thanks to Celestina for allowing me
access to the view from her office.

OLD AND NEW AT THE
RAILWAY STATION

Right: Graeme Bennett took this image sometime
between 1959 and 1964 as both tram and trolleybus
overhead hang from the span wires and in the
background an Austin Mini can be seen. These cars
first appeared in 1959 so helps narrow down the
year somewhat. B.U.T. 75 is parked in the Railway
Station layover area with the side of the station
building in Featherston Street dominating the
background. Three different adverts “adorn” the
side of 75; Coca Cola, Tip Top (ice cream) and
Lifesavers (sweets). Wellington Railway Station
opened in 1937. The other buildings in the
photograph have long gone.

Left: The same scene on 2 August 2019 – wire and rail-free. The
covered walkway is where the entrance to the layover area once
was. In this contemporary view, ADL Enviro500 5082 is approaching
Stop B at the Interchange to begin a journey to Lyall Bay.
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“Thanks for your latest marathon issue of Under the Wires - always interesting
stuff. I found your Cable Car tour report very interesting - I finally understand
how those points at the Talavera crossing place actually work! I had never
thought of flange-free wheels on one side (the inner side) of both cars.” D.L.A. Turner. [One of Dave’s photographs is on page 30.]
“I never cease to be amazed by the fact that your excellent newsletter gets bigger and bigger despite there being no trolleybuses in
Wellington now! Andrew Braddock.
“Thank you for a "bumper" issue that has got to last us until October. If not for "bustastrophe", the failure of the revised Wellington bus
network has been your success with UTW. Councillors that blame everyone for the troubles ought to sample public transport for a week
and see what their views are then. I enjoyed the satire over the fly, popular expression "a fly in the ointment" and also Purex toilet tissue
with transport going down the pan! Thought your articles about the Cable Car were very good -, have always
liked funicular railways, cable cars, cliff lifts or pier railways. My two visits to Wellington included the Cable Car.
The greatest system in the world is San Francisco. Glad Tom Douce recorded the Cedes-Stoll replica vehicle at
Sandtoft. When I was last there in May there seemed to be divided opinion on the expenditure for such a project.
Visitor numbers are down and money at the door matters most to keep things going. The
photographs from the trolleybus era are always a good feature, the old Wellington
street scenes even more so. It's calendar time again I see; I also recommend the Ribble
book marking the centenary. I spent many days "buzzing" around Melton Mowbray in a
29-seater Plaxton-bodied Mercedes-Benz 0814D. I liked it but passengers hated the high
floor steps. Just thought, you could get a new pair of boots with the uniform if you join
Metlink as a retired driver - I crossed over from the railway to buses. Perhaps not! [I
don’t think footwear comes as part of the uniform, Phil. So I will give driving for Metlink
a miss! - Ed] Amazed to see 354 at Karori looking like it was ready for service. Wish you both a safe journey to our
little island. Look forward to celebrating 7 years of UTW.” Phil Waters.
“Gee, it looks like Wellington's buses are getting worse. Just like Translink when they started here - millions on surveys and promotions and
route changes and nothing on service provision. Why do all these experts throughout years of gained knowledge start from scratch because
they KNOW they are far better? Garry Ford.
“I am writing to hopefully answer a query you posed regarding the overhead
arrangements near the ‘Mecca’ corner at Mercer Street and Victoria Street. There were
two sets of wires along Wakefield Street and to get vehicles on to the opposite handed
wire, there was a right-hand dumbbell crossing outside the Town Hall. I am sending you
a photo of 85 following 113 in Wakefield Street and 85 is about to pass through this
crossing. This image was taken by me in February 1979. Just ahead of 113 there appears
to be a leading frog so briefly there looks like three sets of wires in Wakefield Street.”
Michael Jarka.

“Extra congratulations on a bumper issue of UTW - a fantastic achievement. The
highlights for me were - Page 2; The photo of 73 and a sister vehicle. Page 3;
Overhea(r)d - Photo of 3506 and Fiducia 260. Pages 4-8; Behind the Scenes at the Cable
Car, particularly the photo of Car 2 on page 7 - a fascinating read. Page 11; Foxton
Memories from 20 Years Ago. Pages 12 -14; Around the Railway Station Terminus, and in particular the photo showing six trolleybuses.
Page 15; 301 - How It Might Have Looked. Page 18; Re footnote - a media outlet making a mistake; what a surprise - not! Pages 19-20;
Dave Armstrong's article, laden with humour and sarcasm - particularly where it states that CEO Greg Campbell's contract will be extended
until 2099! I know that people are living longer but really! Page 20; Another comment that made me smile was the one that Metlink .... has
improved my health, etc. Dave B's comments about the bus woes and the end of trolleybus operation. Page 24; Positive comments about a
passenger’s local bus service. Page 33; Old Wellington Scenes; Hard to believe that the black and photo is of the same location shown on
the colour one opposite some 150 years later. Page 35; Readers’ Segment; Phil Waters comments about the Bio-Gas Scanias and the
compliments regarding the reports from Jade and myself. Page 37; That 3708 "ran out of puff" and the lengthy charging time needed by
3705 does not surprise me, and should be a warning to any public transport operator thinking about buying such vehicles. Page 40; The
comments regarding Metlink sending a recruiting team to the West Indies. My late father, Jamaican-born Tom Snr. was one of the
"Windrush Generation". He left Jamaica in May, 1948 and arrived in the U.K. the following month. Although he did not work on public
transport, many of his peers did and helped bolster a section of the workforce that was struggling to
attract labour. Page 43; Tallinn Trolleybuses. Regarding the decision to abandon trolleybuses and replace
them with electric buses at this moment in time would appear to be a gamble, given the travails with the
latter. As I have said many times before, will the technology be in place now or in the near future that
articulated electric buses successfully replace the equivalent trolleybus, given that the charging rates of
two/three axle rigid vehicles is so lengthy? The enclosed photo was taken during a visit to Tallinn during
September, 1994, showing Skoda 9Tr 200. Pages 44-45; The Big Red Era, particularly the photos of 238 and
240. Pages 46-47; Special Work 565 Remembered. Top photo Page 47; What a waste to see brand new
wiring being installed , only to see just over three years use. Pages 48-50; A Focus on 350, particularly the
photo taken at the northern end of Cambridge Terrace, as well the rooftop view. Page 52; Reflections
photo inside Kilbirnie and 52's broken pole. Page 53; B.U.T. Memories. Finally, I hope that you both have an
enjoyable holiday.” Tom Douce.
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“In the August issue there is a photo of trolleybus 52 with a broken pole and a garage serviceman on the roof. You ask the question, “How
did he get there when there is no tower wagon in sight?” The answer is to be found in the photo itself. All Wellington trolleybuses from the
first English-bodied ones to the end of the Volvos had steps built into the near side. (Auckland trolley buses had these steps on the off-side)
These can be seen on 52 just forward of the rear door, and would have been used by the garage serviceman to climb on to the roof. The
steps were hinged at the bottom of each one and could be pulled down to provide a level step. I cannot see clearly in the photo but they
are probably all in the down position, ready for the serviceman to climb down again. Broken or bent poles were common because of a
deliberate design feature. The engineer in my time, Ron Burdette, told me that the poles were made of mild steel so that they would give in
a situation of snagging or de-wiring with a heavy impact. It was regarded as easier to replace the pole, as is being done here, than to
repair damaged overhead caused by a free swinging pole. I once had a pole pulled right out of its base and held alongside the bus only by
the cable and rope.” Ian Robertson.
“Yet another magnificent issue. The Cable Car article was excellent as were the accompanying photos. Loved the photo coverage of the Big
Red era and also the photos around the railway station which included Big Red vehicles. The many items from "Stuff", Dominion Post and
"Scoop", continue to be very interesting and amusing. I would imagine the October issue will be enormous in size with two months
coverage and an issue we will all look forward to!” [You said it! – Ed] Peter Blears.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

BOOKSHELF – NEW BUS TITLES

Contact Sean Millar for a
full list of
his bus and rail books of
New Zealand.

seanmillar@orcon.net.nz

TROLLEYBUS BADGE

Enthusiast and bus driver, Alister Ahkit, has arranged
production of a limited edition 5cm long
Designline trolleybus badge.

Price $15.
For details of how to purchase contact Alister at:
alister.ahkit007@gmail.com
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Left: In response to the
feature on the Cable Car
in August’s edition,
Dave Turner shows how
it’s possible to obtain a
photograph that gives
the impression that the
photographer
was
actually on the track or
standing in the tunnel.
The image, taken with a
long lens, was obtained
a few years ago from
the Salamanca station
platform.
Photo: D.L.A .Turner.

Right: The feature on the special work at the
intersection of Karori Road and Morley Street
(also in the August 2019 edition) prompted
Michael Jarka to look through his old pictures
and submit this shot of B.U.T. 43 passing the
intersection on 19 January 1983. This was to be
the last year of service for this trolleybus. In fact
by the end of the year, this entire first batch of
thirty-eight B.U.T.s had been withdrawn, some
putting in up to thirty years of service.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Left: As the months pass so the bird excrement deepens. Similar images have appeared in
recent months but by 23 September 2019, 387’s rear number has become almost
unreadable thanks to the pigeons that roost inside Kilbirnie depot. On an authorised visit
that day I found everything to be the same as it has been for many a long time. The buses
silently await their fate. It has been almost two years since most moved a wheel.

Right: The driving position of 375.
A mould-covered steering wheel
and missing instruments greet the
photographer. The “Do not
Operate” label is somewhat of an
understatement!
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ODDS AND ENDS
Kilbirnie bus hub has been a long-running project. Work to develop the new
hub in Evans Bay Parade began in mid 2018 and over a year later the
project still wasn’t complete. The bus shelters at the new site opened in
November 2018 but the island between the road lanes wasn’t finished. In
March 2019 preliminary work began on the island which was to build a
safety fence along a length of the median strip of Evans Bay Parade to
prevent pedestrians crossing from bus stop to bus stop. Photographic
coverage has been regular in various editions of UTW. The outbound bus
stop was temporarily moved towards the Rongotai Road end of Evans Bay
Parade (near the Norfolk Pine) to enable contractors more access to the
worksite. On 29 July the bus stop was re-opened at its usual position but
the fence was still far from complete. A visit to the site on 2 August
revealed that just nine fence panels had been installed. Mesh barriers were
in place for the remainder of the street plus of course the ubiquitous
display of cones. Where were the contractors – nowhere to be seen.
Tranzurban 3447 passes by on driver training.

Left: Electric double-decker 3706 was seen fitted with an upstairs front grab-rail when parked at
the Interchange on 2 August 2019. The bus was briefly laying over before working the 12.05pm
23z to Wellington Zoo. When introduced, the fleet of ten electric buses did not have an upstairs
rail by the front window. By mid September these rails had been retro-fitted.

Right: The exact date of
completion of the Kilbirnie hub
fence is not known but this view
taken on 19 September shows
the finished product. It has
taken well over a year to totally
complete the hub project. Just
why people are restricted in
crossing the road here is a
mystery when similar barriers
are not placed in other parts of
the city.

Left: Electric doubledecker 3706 disgraced
itself in Hutt Road at about 9.15am on 13 August. Whether its batteries were flat or
there was some other mechanical fault is not known. Its newly fitted upper front rail can
be clearly seen. Reader Michael McKeon, who took this photograph, is not particularly
impressed by the marque. He commented: “The sole purpose of these things was to act
as a smokescreen to cover up the elimination of Wellington’s actual and potential
electric bus fleet. They have served their intended purpose as distractions, they are
expensive to buy, very expensive to run and Tranzit has plenty of buses now, thus I would
very much doubt that there will be any more of these things arriving.” Not so, if you
believe some regional councillors who are aiming for a complete electric fleet! An
interesting aside is how long will the batteries for these double-deckers last and how
much will replacements cost? The answers will become apparent in the next few years.

Below: “My days are numbered, a new bus will be replacing me soon.” Yeah right. If you
believe this and similar messages on Metlink operated buses you believe in fairies at the bottom of the garden. Older members of the NZ
Bus fleet have been wearing these messages for up to sixteen months. So what exactly does “soon” mean? My dictionary has it as “in or
after a short time”, “in a little while” or “before long”. If Metlink was honest with its customers it would at least change the word “soon”
to “one day”. I referred these
pictures for their comment.
Metlink chose not to respond.

32

REMEMBERING THOSE LAST DAYS WITH DAVID JAMES

Left: 383 about to exit the western end of Seatoun
tunnel, built in 1906-7. A cyclist makes his way home.

Right: Taken on the same day, a driver’s eye view of Calabar Road with the
main runway of Wellington Airport on the right of the bus. In a short distance
the bus will turn left into Caledonia Street and continue toward Seatoun.

Left: A view south along Onepu Road at the
intersection of Coutts Street. 386 has just left
Kilbirnie depot and is no doubt travelling, not
in service, to the Interchange to begin an
afternoon’s duty. Another classmate follows
near the depot entrance and is on a Route 3
duty to Karori Park.

Right: 349’s driver will be slowing for the crossing ahead.
At the north end of Kilbirnie depot there was an exit
northbound into Onepu Road. The overhead can be seen
joining the northbound route at the top of this
photograph. The photographs on this page were all taken
on 10 October 2017.
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Left: 339 is featured at the end of Rua
Street, Lyall Bay on 10 October 2017 where
the route rejoins Lyall Parade. Trolleybuses
ran this way for fifty-four years.

Below: On the same day, 380 and 383 were
recorded together in Rongotai Road. 380 is
on the outer wire and will be turning right
ahead into Bay Road to return to the City
via Hataitai, whilst 383’s poles are on the
inner wires and it will continue along
Rongotai Road and travel to the Railway
Station via Newtown and Mt Cook and the
11 route.

Since the reorganisation of the bus routes and the
withdrawal of the trolleybuses, this part of Rongotai
Road no longer sees buses. The bus stops have been
removed and a new bus ‘hub’ has sprung up nearby in
Evans Bay Parade. Shoppers no longer have the handy
bus stops they were used to for many years and now
have to walk to the new hub.

Left: Earlier in the month
on 4 October, David
visited
the
Miramar
peninsula
where
he
photographed 364 at the
terminus of Route 2 just
before the bus returned
to the City.
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THE LAST DAY...
Right: 350 leading a parade of buses through Manners Street on 31
October 2017 and working one of the last inbound Route 10 services.

Left: Dusk at Island Bay and 371 waits at the terminus for
departure time. Buses no longer depart from this spot instead the
terminus has been shifted into Reef Street where the blue car is
turning out of.

Right: There were no special celebrations to mark “the end” though
trolleybuses were unusually kept running late into the evening. This
view was taken at the eastern end of Karori tunnel with 386 about to
enter Chaytor Street.

Left: 386 having arrived at Karori Park terminus now lays over
briefly before departure time. Its destination, Lyall Bay, has been
prepared for the next run.

Right and below: And so to the very final run of a trolleybus in Wellington. 384 worked
the 11.50pm service from Karori Park to Kilbirnie. It was no doubt better patronised
than usual with a small group of enthusiasts aboard, including David. The bus briefly
stopped for photographs in Courtenay Place.

Below right: It’s now 1 November
and approx 12.45am. The poles
were dropped on 384 outside the
depot in Onepu Road and the
last few metres were driven on
battery power. The overhead
power was then turned off. It’s
all over folks; we will never see
their like in Wellington again.

David James works for KiwiRail as a trainee Train Controller. He was formerly a driver
for Newlands Coach Services and still enjoys the occasional shift with them.
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SPOTLIGHT ON THE MEDIA
A selection of the transport stories that have made the news and web pages
during the past two months.

Wellington Airport asked to drop toll charges for airport bus
Wellington Airport will be asked to remove tolls for public transport vehicles as part of a
push to get more people out of their cars. The Greater Wellington Regional Council request comes after the airport asked the council to
consider running public buses to and from the airport before a proposed $2.2 billion mass transit system is introduced. That system, likely
to be light rail or trackless trams, is not expected to connect to the airport until after 2029. The council passed a motion on Wednesday for
council, airport and bus operator staff to discuss removing tolls and creating priority access for public transport vehicles. Currently, only
the privately-run Airport Flyer - operated by NZ Bus - services the airport, but the council also wants that service to be reviewed with the
possibility of introducing a public bus service instead. The airport wrote to the council in June expressing concern that the mass transit
system was potentially still more than 10 years away. "This possibility makes it important that the regional council starts discussions now
with the airport company and bus operators about the potential for putting public bus services through to the airport in advance of, and
as a forerunner to, MRT [mass rapid transit]." Motorists would benefit from better public transport links because they would
encourage drivers to use that option instead, freeing up road space, the letter said. Regional councillor Daran Ponter said on Tuesday the
Airport Flyer service had become "embarrassing" over the past year after fares were hiked, the discount Snapper system was removed,
and cancellations increased. He claimed passenger numbers had dropped "through the floor", but NZ Bus said numbers had remained
stable. In a statement, Wellington Airport spokesman Greg Thomas said the Airport Flyer
already had priority access, as well as an undercover waiting facility close to the terminal.
"The issue with the service isn't the licence to operate, but the reliability of the service
being provided by NZ Bus and the removal of Snapper and real-time information
[technology] from the public transport network. "There were no significant issues with the
service last year. The bus service licence is up for renewal next year but in the meantime
the focus is on NZ Bus restoring their previous service levels."
Source: Stuff: 7 August 2019. https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/114820461/wellingtonairport-asked-to-drop-toll-charges-for-airport-bus
Right: Covered by advertising are the words ‘Airport Flyer’. 2504 at Wellington Airport on
6 August 2019. Photo: Alan Wickens.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tranzurban cuts 25 bus services to take Wellington's planned daily cancellations to 46
Almost 50 rush-hour Wellington bus services will be cancelled every day from August 25, as the city's driver shortage continues to cripple
the network. Metlink said on Monday 25 Tranzurban services would be scrapped for up to six months, with another seven to be replaced
by taxi vans. The announcement follows the cancellation of 21 NZ Bus services in February, taking the total number of planned
cancellations to 46. The NZ Bus cancellations were expected to last up to six months. But that period ends on August 25 and so far none of
the services have been reinstated. Instead, that date will mark the day in which the scheduled number of cancellations will double.
Greater Wellington Regional Council's sustainable transport committee chairperson, Barbara Donaldson,* said the changes were made to
provide certainty for commuters. "The past few weeks have been an uncertain time for customers across the network not being sure if
their trip will happen or not. "This was not acceptable, so we have worked with Tranzurban to identify routes across the city that could be
temporarily suspended or replaced with the least amount of impact on customers." The latest round of cancellations were also expected
to last for six months, Donaldson said. Fewer morning and afternoon peak services meant buses would be fuller and more commuters
would need to stand, she said. "We know this will impact on the level of comfort for customers." It was hoped subsequent services would
run to schedule and provide enough room for all passengers. The council was working with Tranzurban to increase its driver numbers so
the services could be restored. The latest cancellations affect the following Tranzurban services: 1, 7, 19e, 23, 23e, 24, 26, 29, 29e, and
32x. Taxi vans will replace seven services on the No.28 route, and one on the NZ Bus-operated No.12 route.
Commuters should check the Metlink website or phone app before they travel, Donaldson said.
More details on the cancellations can be found on the Metlink website.
Source: Stuff: 12 August 2019. https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/114947425/tranzurban-cuts-25-bus-services-to-take-wellingtonsplanned-daily-cancellations-to-46
*(Barbara Donaldson is standing for re-election to the Greater Wellington Regional Council in this month’s local government elections.)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Fewer buses will make things better?
By Lindsay Shelton
In the second year of Wellington’s failing bus service, the woman in charge announced this week that the regional council will improve the
service by reducing the number of peak-hour services. On ten routes. It’s only temporary though. Only for six months – which is rather
stretching the limits of “temporary.” Barbara Donaldson told us that fewer buses will provide peak hour travellers with “certainty.” That’s
for sure – certainty about the regional council’s inability to organise enough buses to get commuters to work, and to get them home from
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work. Apparently less is more for our regional council. Following Barbara Donaldson’s logic, it’s time to improve the name of the Greater
Wellington Regional Council by shortening it. Surely the continuing bustastrophe has proven that the “greater” word is ill-chosen. How
about cutting it back to be the Wellington Regional Council? (Which is what it used to be.) Three words instead of four would get rid of a
word which gives cause for much uncertainty about the organisation. This week’s decision to cut services is the reversal of a decision that
the regional council announced last December, when it said it would improve things by adding more peak services. “We have completed
adjustments to twelve key bus routes across Wellington city to deliver improved reliability, better connections between services and add
more morning and evening services.’ More didn’t work. So now they’re trying the opposite. And now many services are being cut? In her
official announcement, Barbara Donaldson couldn’t bring herself to tell us. The DomPost did the research – there’ll be almost fifty fewer
peak-hour services every day. Perhaps it should be the Not-So-Great Regional Council. Everything is of course being blamed on a shortage
of drivers. But this situation is not looking good. The DomPost has reported that most applicants are being ruled out because they don’t
have a full driver’s licence or they have drink-driving convictions. Sounds like the temporary cancellation period will have to be extended –
but only temporarily, of course. A year ago, the question was: Where’s Barbara Donaldson.
Source: Scoop: 14 August 2019. http://wellington.scoop.co.nz/?p=121269
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Budding Wellington bus drivers not employable because they don't meet qualification standards
Students, retirees, and workers in other industries are all being targeted to help solve Wellington's bus driver shortage, but commuters
have been warned there are "simply not the people out there" to fill the gaps. Metlink announced on Monday a further 25 daily services
would be cancelled from August 25 as a result of the shortage, taking the total number of planned daily cancellations to 46. Figures
released by Greater Wellington Regional Council show the network is short 54 fulltime drivers, with Tranzurban down 40 and NZ Bus down
14. Tranzurban said it was also short 14 part-time drivers. The council's public transport general manager, Greg Pollock, said a recent
recruitment drive with Tranzurban attracted a "huge" response, but most applicants were ruled out because they did not have a full
driver's licence or had drink-driving convictions. "There are simply not the people out there in the Wellington community who are willing
to take up the bus driver role." The jobs were advertised at $22 an hour, the highest entry-level wage among Wellington's four operators.
Mana Coachlines and Uzabus are the other two operators. "The question we have is: how do we convince the person who is doing
scaffolding or making coffee to come and consider this as a career? What is the wage at which people will move? "We are not trying to get
people who are on the dole. We are trying to get people from elsewhere in the economy." The latest cancellations were expected to last
up to six months while more drivers were recruited and trained. A regional council spokesman said Tranzurban was not paid for services it
did not run. The same policy is in place for NZ Bus, which cancelled 21 services in February. Although Tranzurban had recruited nine
drivers since July, its stop-gap measure of using managers to cover the shortage was no longer plugging the holes. "This isn't sustainable as
cover, holidays, and sick leave take their toll." The company had about 20 people in its driver training school and another 15 at the
interview stage. Director Keven Snelgrove said the company's induction and training process took between six and 12 weeks. There were
barriers to people entering the industry, including strict vetting to obtain a passenger endorsement certificate. That process was currently
taking up to a month. Applicants also needed to have a clean licence for two years and a personality suited to the service industry.
Wellington-based National List MP Nicola Willis said the problems with the city's year-old network had gone on for too long. "The
standards have got so low that the regional council thinks it's acceptable to say they are cancelling services, and that's not acceptable."
Rongotai MP Paul Eagle said it was time for the council to delve into the "millions" it had saved during the changeover of bus contracts last
year, and pay drivers more. "Tomorrow there will be more [cancellations], the next day there will be more. Wellingtonians have had
enough and it's now time to just resolve this." Regional councillor Daran Ponter said he was hopeful some of the cancelled services would
be reinstated within two or three weeks as some drivers completed their training. The council would also talk to other operators
about transferring or loaning drivers to Tranzurban.
Source: Stuff: 13 August 2019. https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/114817658/budding-wellington-bus-drivers-not-employable-becausethey-dont-meet-qualification-standards
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Wellington's transport plans finally moving with contract for Golden Mile revamp to go to tender
The first project to get Wellington moving is taking its first tentative steps. Tenders will go out next week for plans to revamp the city's
Golden Mile, with private vehicles expected to give way to public transport, cyclists and pedestrians. Although the project still needs to go
through a business case, it is likely to result in the removal of private vehicles from much of the central city thoroughfare and reduced
speed limits on surrounding streets. The Golden Mile runs along Lambton Quay, Willis St, Manners St, and Courtenay Place, and has more
than 80 car parks. The revamp is part of the 20-year, $6.4 billion Let's Get Wellington Moving programme - a joint venture between the
New Zealand Transport Agency, Greater Wellington Regional Council and Wellington City Council. Programme director Andrew Body said
the business case would focus on providing better public transport along the route, and making it a more attractive destination for
pedestrians. "The plan will be staged, with minor improvements and trials starting next year while the business case confirms short and
long-term solutions for implementation." Wellington Mayor Justin Lester has promised to remove vehicles from most, if not all, of the
Golden Mile by 2021. But Body said the final plans had yet to be decided. "As part of the work, we'll be asking the community what
improvements they'd like to see on the Golden Mile to improve bus reliability, and to make it a more attractive and safer place for people
walking and on bikes. "Feedback will help guide detailed options which we'll take to the community in mid-2020." The business case
contract is expected to be awarded in October, Body said. The contract for another of the programme's early projects - improving public
transport, walking and cycling on Thorndon Quay and Hutt Rd - would also be awarded by the end of the year. "We need to make a start
now on moving more people with fewer vehicles. "Getting detailed investigations such as the Golden Mile under way is the first step to
help improve how people move into and around the city."
Source: Stuff: 15 August 2019. https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/115031840/wellingtons-transport-plans-finally-moving-with-contract-forgolden-mile-revamp-to-go-to-tender
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Don’t mention the buses
The regional council has been running a campaign to encourage more people to nominate themselves for election as regional councillors.
It is specific about the talents that it believes are needed for new regional councillors. But you would be wrong if you expected the
regional council to acknowledge that public transport is one of the key areas requiring input from new councillors. Two of the three
campaign messages make no mention of public transport. Not a word. The third message allocates three words to the subject, with one
image of trains, and no images of buses. The regional council’s campaign makes it clear that transport issues are nowhere near the top of
its priority concerns. Or perhaps the intention is to pretend that all is well with the bustastrophe.
Source: Scoop: 14 August 2019. http://wellington.scoop.co.nz/?p=121050
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Regional council considers bus timetable changes ahead of busy period
Further Wellington bus services could be cut following a recommendation to re-examine the capital's bus timetables. Greater Wellington
Regional Council chairman Chris Laidlaw said it was "more honest" to reduce services while a shortage of drivers meant providers were
struggling to run to schedule. The comments come as Greater Wellington Regional Council officers prepare to present a report on
Wednesday that recommends a re-jig for bus timetables to address reliability and punctuality issues. The report states officers are not
confident the current timetable will cope with demand in February and March – a busy period when people return from their summer
holidays, next year. The recommendation is based on data from the same period in 2019. The proposed changes could involve increasing
run-times of some services to give them more time to meet targets, adjustment of departure times and vehicle sizes to match demand,
and reallocating resources to popular routes. The estimated cost of amending the timetables was about $500,000, which could be
met within the existing 2019/20 budget. The report identified provider NZ Bus' timetables as those that needed to be addressed however
Laidlaw – the regional transport committee deputy chair – said he understood changes could be made to the timetables of other
companies. The move comes after Stuff reported nearly 50 rush-hour bus services would be cancelled every day from August 25
because of the driver shortage. Regional councillor Daran Ponter (right) said the changes were necessary given buses were
inconsistent or routinely running late. He was coy when asked if he was confident the council could deliver a revised timetable that
was completely satisfactory. "[Given what happened following the network changeover] I wouldn't be foolish enough to say I was.
What I would say is we have more information than we did in the past. When we made the last change we didn't have the Snapper
data and RTI (real time information) data we have now. "I'm confident we have better data to make better decisions", the
Sustainability Transport Committee deputy chair said. Greater Wellington Regional Council is in the midst of its Bus Network Review
following a redesign of the network in July 2018. The network ran into problems immediately with complaints from commuters
about buses across the city turning up late or not at all. The network was criticised by others who found themselves taking longer
journeys on rerouted services, some of which involved having to make transfers. A lack of drivers only compounded problems.
While it was possible further timetable changes were possible following the review, Laidlaw said the scope of the review was broad and it
was important to get things running as smoothly as possible in the mean time. Ponter said while adjustments had been made since
the changeover in July, changes to the timetable generally had to be done in "big tranches" because they were done in co-operation with
the companies and union. Ponter said he would prefer changes to the timetable and network be made incrementally. "What we found
with the changeover was we did too much in one go." If councillors accept the recommendation, the new timetable would come into
effect on January 26.
Source: Stuff. 19 August 2019. https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/news/115090974/regional-council-considers-bus-timetablechanges-ahead-of-busy-period
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Rail operator Transdev buys Mana Coach Services and Howick & Eastern Buses
Rail network operator Transdev has bought bus companies Mana Coach Services and Howick & Eastern Buses. Transdev, a French
company, took over the running of Wellington's rail network from 2016, signing on until 2031. It also operates Auckland's commuter trains
under contract to Auckland Transport. Mana Coach Services has 66 buses and operates six Metlink bus routes in northern Wellington and
Porirua. It uses 28 of its buses for those services, and the remaining 38 for non-Metlink services. Greater Wellington Regional Council's
sustainable transport committee chairperson, Barbara Donaldson, welcomed the move. "Transdev know the unique challenges of
operating in our region: the topography, the growth, and what customers expect in terms of services." Mana is one of four bus operators
in the Wellington region, along with NZ Bus, Tranzurban, and Uzabus. The agreement is subject to regulatory approvals. Howick & Eastern
has a 145-bus fleet and runs 23 routes under contract to Auckland Transport. It is the third of Auckland's major bus operators to be sold in
the past nine months. In December, the largest operator, NZ Bus, was sold by investment company Infratil to Australian private equity firm
Next Capital. In May, the family-owned Ritchies bus company bought Birkenhead
Transport from its owner of 86 years, the Inwards family. Transdev Australasia chief
executive Luke Agati said there were no plans to change the management structure or
operations of either business. Howick & Eastern's outgoing owner Souter continues to own
Auckland's biggest ferry operator, Fullers.
Source: Stuff: 20 August 2019. https://www.stuff.co.nz/business/115146042/rail-operatortranzdev-buys-mana-coach-services
Right: Mana 218 parked in the Paraparaumu station forecourt on 18 July 2019.
Photo: Alan Wickens.
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Wellington commuters' confidence in region's public transport plummets
Nicole Martin-Lupp caught the bus into Wellington's CBD for 13 years. She now takes the car or taxi instead. The Northland resident is one
of many affected by last year's bus network changes, with her direct route to the city removed and subsequent journey taking up to twice
as long. Figures suggest Martin-Lupp's frustration is not out of place - Greater Wellington Regional Council's latest survey results
reveal commuter confidence in the region's public transport network has dropped 16 per cent in the 12 months to May. Those figures
were published before rail commuters were hit with two major disruptions in six weeks. The first occurred in July when a KiwiRail freight
train derailed, and the second occurred on August 15 following a power outage. The council's figures, generated from an independent
survey it commissioned, show bus commuters' satisfaction levels dropped from 85 per cent to 66 per cent between May 2018 and May
2019. In the same period, rail and ferry commuters reported a 10 per cent drop in satisfaction - down to 75 per cent and 72 per cent
respectively. Martin-Lupp said two peak-time buses previously travelled through the central city from her home on Pembroke Rd. Now,
one stopped at Brandon St, which was a "mosh pit" of people getting on and off, and the other stopped at Wellington Railway Station.
Both were about 10 minutes' walk from her Willis St stop, meaning she had to either catch two buses or walk the remaining distance. The
whole journey could take up to 50 minutes, whereas it used to take between 12 and 20 minutes, she said. "Because it's so cheap, I usually
Uber in to work in the mornings, and catch a ride home with my husband in the evenings. He's started driving in to work as well." She said
she was lucky she could afford it, "but not everyone can". "There are many people around the area who are the same. Why should we
have to catch two buses and double our journey time for such a short bus trip when someone from Johnsonville can come all the way in
on one bus?" From catching the bus five or six days a week, Martin-Lupp now caught it once a fortnight, at best, she said. "I will only go
back if they restore our bus service." A Metlink spokesman said the peak-only western suburb routes, including the No.13, were
redesigned to end at Brandon St to reduce the number of buses running along the city's Golden Mile, which was one of the main purposes
of the network overhaul. The council survey, undertaken by Gravitas Research and Strategy Limited, showed 37 per cent of bus
commuters found the new network worse than the old one. Just 19 per cent thought it was better, 29 per cent thought it was the same,
and 15 per cent were new users so could not compare. Complaints to Metlink had jumped by almost 117 per cent between July last year
and June this year compared with the same period the previous years. Despite the drop in satisfaction, passenger journeys had increased
by 2.3 per cent between October last year and June this year, council figures showed. Metlink general manager Greg Pollock said while
more people were using the network, "we know there are still outstanding issues and we're working with customers, the community and
our partners to remedy these". Ultimately two factors needed resolution to provide better services: proper bus priority measures and
sufficient driver numbers to meet ongoing demand, he said. Rail had seen a number of improvements, including new timetables for the
Hutt Valley and Kāpiti lines, with 20-minute off-peak frequency, and a nine-car service on the Wairarapa line. It had also coped with the
biggest stadium event in Wellington's history (the Eminem concert in March) which saw an extra 22,000 people travelling on trains.
"Events outside our control are frustrating for customers but we have seen a significant commitment by government to fund
improvements to aging infrastructure."
Source: Stuff. 20 August 2019. https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/115110097/wellington-commuters-confidence-in-regions-publictransport-plummets
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Signs of the times
These are the signs that have been stuck on the back walls of city bus stops, to warn travellers of
the strange new policy announced by the regional council – improving its bus services by cutting
back on the number of buses at peak hours. On ten routes. For six months. (The regional council
calls it “temporary.”) Transport committee chair Barbara Donaldson made the inexplicable
announcement earlier this month. “…the temporary suspensions will enable Tranzurban to deliver
the best possible service to customers with the drivers they currently have.” Leaving it to puzzled
commuters to work out how the council thinks that fewer buses would be an improvement for
peak hour travelling. As Dave Armstrong commented: According to Donaldson’s logic, if we
cancelled more and more services our remaining services would become more and more efficient.
Simple. Some of the signs have been pulled off the bus stop walls, probably by frustrated
passengers. Leaving only four small blobs of blu tack. Passengers will also be remembering another
of the regional council’s puzzling decisions, fewer seats in buses, which Barbara Donaldson (again)
announced was “the new normal.” Meanwhile, she is standing again for the regional council, in the
hope that she will be re-elected by voters who will overlook her bustastrophe. She has been
nominated for the Porirua-Tawa area, where there are six nominations but only two positions. Will
the voters show her what they think?
Source: Scoop. 26 August 2019. http://wellington.scoop.co.nz/?p=121669
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Driving a bus used to be a career. Now, it's a last resort job
The wheels on the bus have come to a standstill. I entered the bus driving industry in the late 1990s in Auckland, when it was a respected
job in society. I was a happy driver, employed by the council. I had benefits such as roster and overtime penal rates, union-focused
conditons, a social club, holiday housing and stability. Most importantly, I enjoyed doing the work. Then something happened;
deregulation came calling. City councils now had a new breed of bureaucrat on the inside that wanted to make the public service bus
driving into a fiscal profit centre, to ensure these services were subjected the new market forces, encouraged by the free marketeers.
And this is where the slippery slide over the years has built up to the fiasco of what Wellington and other parts of the country now have.
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Deregulation dismantled the bus industry. Operators no longer had to deal with unions, moving to slice and dice the workforce. The good
drivers left in droves and any employees who spoke against it were weeded out. Bus companies began to employ newly-arrived
immigrants and retirees, streamlining the rosters to what the regional councils required, splitting shifts and cutting overtime rates. Wages
stagnated to just above minimum wage, except on public holidays, and drivers were replaced with casuals and on call staff. Working in the
bus industry stopped being a career but a job of last resort, like working in McDonald's or KFC. Now, I work split shifts and weekends. I've
been robbed of my cash box, verbally abused by passengers, spat on, and had to clean up vomit and used condoms. In Wellington, the
new operator thought that once they had won the tender, the drivers from the previous company would just up sticks and come over to
them. But it doesn't work like that. The industry has a lot of drivers who are close to retirement. The cost to the driver of gaining their 'P'
endorsement, police and medical checks comes close to $600 - and they expected drivers to work for $22 per hour while splitting their
shift over 14 hours. What could go wrong? To solve the problems facing the bus industry, we need to nationalise New Zealand's metro bus
services and create clear career paths for employees, with appropriate pay scales. There needs to be a framework in place for gaining
qualifications, much like apprenticeships. I personally believe metro bus services are no different to a metro water service or metro sewer
service; it provides a service for the community - always has, always will. I will guarantee within 24-36 months you will see positive
results, with not only happy drivers but a happy travelling public. To do this, central government needs to take control, talking directly past
and current operators and come up with a plan to end the disruptions and implement it while developing a transitional plan, without
regional council input. Sure, there will be grumbles from the free market not to nationalise, but that same free market got it to this point and it hasn't been working for us since 1984. But hey, what do I know? I'm only a bus driver, they keep telling me.
(This was an opinion piece – the author’s name was withheld).
Source: Stuff. 26 August 2019. https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/115060711/driving-a-bus-used-to-be-a-career-now-its-a-last-resort-job
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tranzurban replaces Grenada depot
Wellington bus operator Tranzurban is on the move after its tenancy at its
Grenada North depot was terminated. A letter to staff said the company hoped
to have a new location sorted by Tuesday.
Source: Stuff: 21 August 2019. https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominionpost/news/wellington/115155337/wellington-buses-set-to-be-short-of-ahome-after-tranzurban-loses-grenada-depot
Right: Tranzurban’s new Grenada depot 23 September 2019.
Photo: Alan Wickens.
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Fair pay for bus drivers a hot topic in Wellington elections
Candidates for Wellington's regional council agree bus drivers need to be given
more pay, and better conditions. The capital's bus revamped network is a hot election issue - more than a year after it was rolled out. Part
of the problem is a lack of bus drivers. Green candidate Thomas Nash says he wants to push for a minimum standard across the region,
and more pay, to attract more drivers to the job. Mr Nash says if he's elected, he'll work towards establishing regional contract standards
that mean drivers are paid more and treated better. He said this will help stem the shortage that's adding to pressure to the bus network,
that's been troubled since it was implemented in July 2018. "What I would really work for if elected is a set of region-wide minimum
standards for bus driver contracts, and any bus company that wanted to get contracts from Greater Wellington Regional Council, Metlink,
would need to sign up to these minimum standards." Those minimum standards would include decent wages. "If we want to have that
good bus system and public transport system we need to value it. And I think that starts with valuing the drivers and I think our leaders,
really, and the people managing the bus system, I think they've failed to adequately value drivers." Candidate Bryce Pender, who is
running on a platform of fixing the buses and public transport, agreed drivers deserve better wages. "I am very much in favour of insuring
the drivers are earning a minimum of the Living Wage when spread over 40 hours spread over five consecutive days." Glenda Hughes, who
is running for the Wellington Party, said she'd need to have a look at the current contract before taking a stance on the current pay.
However she said too often the people delivering a service are forgotten when contracts are being negotiated. "I think that when you're
going for any contract if you want to actually make it work you've got to make sure people are considered, that you've got to make sure
they've got good conditions, that they are paid fairly paid and are able to work." Councillor Daran Ponter is running for a second term and
said there's a role central government could play in creating a national approach. "In other words, have a single driver agreement across
the country which may vary from centre to centre for some terms and conditions and wages, but effectively would be a standardised
agreement as per what we have for collectives like nurses and teachers." Mr Ponter said in the meantime regional councils should work
with the government to put things like wage allowances in the collective agreements in the areas hardest hit by driver shortages. Mr
Ponter said driver wages in Wellington should be more than $25 an hour. The Tramways Union's Kevin O'Sullivan said it was going to take
more than increasing wages to attract drivers. "The hourly rate people are paid is half or less than what the real issue is which is control
over hours of work and until that issue is addressed there will continue to be problems." He said for a start the union would like to see the
agreement they have with NZ Bus, one of the two companies in Wellington, to be adopted across the board. Metlink is the brand under
which the regional council operates its bus services. General Manager Greg Pollock explains wages are paid by operators, but they're
funded by the regional council. "There is a provision in contracts for wages to go up and to be escalated based on underlying inflation and
things like that but at the moment of course there is a tight labour market and there are lots of competing industries for drivers. "Putting
the wages up might not be enough to change the current availability of drivers. Mr Pollock said the council was discussing the terms and
conditions of contracts with operators. Greg Pollock says the system is short by 40 to 50 drivers, but 35 are in training now.
Source: Radio New Zealand. 3 September 2019. https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/political/398015/fair-pay-for-bus-drivers-a-hot-topic-inwellington-elections
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Completion of sale of NZ Bus to Next Capital
Infratil has today completed the sale of its NZ Bus business (NZ Bus) to funds controlled by Next Capital. Infratil initiated a strategic review
of its investment in NZ Bus in February 2018, and a conditional sale agreement was executed with Next Capital in December 2018. The sale
agreement was conditional upon counterparty consents to the change of control and Overseas Investment Office approval (among other
things), which have now been received. The final consideration after post-completion adjustments for working capital, capital expenditure,
and an earnout mechanism is expected to be between $125 – 145 million, and values 100% of the business at between $145 million - $165
million. The final consideration reflects the challenging environment the business has operated in over the last eight months and Infratil's
mid-point estimate of the earn-out component outcome. Upfront cash proceeds of approximately $93 million have been received. The
balance (after the post-completion adjustments and earnout) will be paid in cash and a vendor loan of up to $20 million (based on the
expected proceeds), repayable within 5.5 years of completion. ‘The sale concludes a 14-year investment period for Infratil in public
transport and enables it to focus on its other core investment sectors and NZ Bus the opportunity to continue to grow its business and
people under new ownership. NZ Bus staff are highly capable, valued and committed to high standards of delivery and we wish NZ Bus
staff, its other stakeholders and Next Capital every success in the future’ said Morrison & Co executive and NZ Bus Chairman Kevin Baker.
‘The acquisition of NZ Bus is the eighth and final investment in Next Capital’s Fund III and we look forward to working with the company’s
people and customers to invest in the growth of the business in coming years’ said Next Capital partners John White and James Murphy.
UBS New Zealand advised Infratil on the strategic review and the transaction, and Murray & Co advised Next Capital.
Source: Infratil. 2 September 2019. https://infratil.com/for-investors/announcements/2019/completion-of-sale-of-nz-bus-to-next-capital/
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Drivers recruited from Philippines to help man Wellington's buses
Six Filipino bus drivers have arrived in Wellington to help fill gaping holes in the capital's bus system. Wellington's bus driver shortage last
month led to the number of planned daily cancellations to raise to 46 and sparked Greater Wellington Regional Council public transport
general manager Greg Pollock to warn, "there are simply not the people out there in the Wellington community who are willing to take up
the bus driver role". Scott Thorne, from NZ Bus, said the drivers who arrived this week were recruited from the Philippines and
were experienced drivers. "We believe they are a small but important part of the wider solutions being applied to the driver shortages.
First and foremost, our focus for the drivers has been to ensure appropriate pastoral care as they transition to life in New Zealand."
Tramways Union secretary Kevin O'Sullivan confirmed six Filipino drivers started training with NZ Bus on Monday and were on one-year
work permits. All had signed up to the existing collective agreement, O'Sullivan said. Stuff has confirmed a group of concerned Wellington
bus drivers met on Sunday and were approaching NZ Bus and Tramways Union to ask how this happened, when New Zealanders would be
willing to do the work if pay and conditions were better. NZ Bus chief executive Zane Fulljames could not be contacted but a Greater
Wellington sustainable transport committee agenda from August shows that NZ Bus believed it should meet the minimum requirement
for drivers by mid-August "provided they gain approval to appoint a group of 15 offshore drivers from the Philippines". Bus driving does
not appear on Immigration New Zealand's skills shortage lists but an immigration spokesperson said they could apply for skilled migrant
visas. If an employer wanted to bring in more than five employees for a set period of time it could apply to Immigration NZ for "approval in
principal". Skilled migrant visas require they earn at least $25 per hour. NZ Bus drivers earned $19 to $22 per hour, O'Sullivan said. "The
money doesn't cut it - they have done it some other way but I don't know how." He had no issues with the drivers coming to work for NZ
Bus, which he said had the best collective contract in New Zealand, but feared it would open the doors to other bus companies on
"inferior agreements" bringing in drivers. Immigration Minister Iain Lees-Galloway could not comment on individual cases. "I have laid
down a number of challenges to industry: before reaching to immigration to fill labour shortages they need to be planning for their labour
force needs, supporting Kiwis into jobs, paying decent wages and providing good conditions. "The Government is determined to make sure
that immigration works in the best interests of New Zealand, and will continue to put our people, our economy and our future growth at
the heart of our work." NZ Bus has been asked what visas the workers entered the country on.
Source: Stuff. 3 September 2019. https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/news/115444546/drivers-recruited-from-phillipines-to-helpman-wellingtons-buses
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Democracy is the best route to fixing Wellington's bus troubles
Dave Armstrong
During a holiday in Samoa years ago I ordered a fish meal at a restaurant. Would I like potatoes or rice with it? I chose potatoes. A few
minutes later the smiling waiter came out. "Sir, I have very good news. We have lots of rice." I informed the waiter I'd ordered potatoes.
"Ah," he sighed, "we've run out of potatoes, but we have lots of rice." I agreed to rice, and the meal was delicious, though I am suspicious
that the waiter is now working for the Greater Wellington Regional Council (GWRC). "We've been making changes to bring more certainty
to the bus network," chirped a recent GWRC missive. We all love certainty, especially when it comes to buses. But on further investigation
I realised GWRC was simply cutting even more services for six months because of the driver shortage. The routes were all Tranzurban
services – seemingly the preferred company of GWRC and other local politicians – which also pays, compared to NZ Bus, effectively lower
wages with no penal rates and an anti-union management. "The past few weeks have been an uncertain time for customers across the
network not being sure if their trip will happen or not," announced transport chair Barbara Donaldson in one of the understatements of
the year. "This was not acceptable so we have worked with Tranzurban to identify routes across the city that could be temporarily
suspended or replaced with the least amount of impact on customers." Donaldson's solution to the driver shortage seems to be to cancel
routes until Tranzurban has enough drivers. Using that logic, I look forward to our council solving the current library problems by issuing
books only to people whose surname begins with D. If Donaldson, who famously refused to engage with "rude" citizens at bustastrophe
meetings, is re-elected and becomes chair of the next GWRC, I fear I will have to give up satire, the same way writer Kurt Vonnegut did
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after Henry Kissinger won the Nobel Peace Prize. So why are we still short of bus drivers? Isn't there a massive Metlink-supported
recruitment campaign going on? Didn't Nigel from Ngaio, Kura from Khandallah and Hairy Maclary from Barbara Donaldson's dairy all tell
us what a great job driving a bus was? According to GWRC public transport general manager Greg Pollock, a recent recruitment drive
attracted a "huge" response, but most applicants did not have a full driver's licence or had drink-driving convictions. That's the trouble
with paying peanuts – you get monkeys with drink-driving convictions. But don't think that paying drivers more is a simple solution to the
bustastrophe. Even though people on both the Left and Right have been telling me that would work, GWRC disagrees. It seems the council
exists in a different universe from everyone else. That's why you can wait 13 minutes at a bus hub that, according to the timetable, has a
bus running every 10 minutes. What other organisation can defy the space-time continuum as well as the GWRC? In a toilet at Victoria
University's business school is a Tranzurban poster busting the "myth" that bus driving is not a career. "Join us – we're hiring," it says to
business students doing their business. On the poster a student has scribbled – "Driving isn't a career – Tranzurban. $50,000 student loan
to drive a bus and an induced mental illness from society telling me I should have a degree." Those damn students seem more interested
in splitting the atom than splitting their shifts. So, what can be done? If GWRC won't pay drivers more, then GWRC must change. Most
GWRC candidates will tell you fixing the buses is a top priority. Sam "man with a plan" Somers has released detailed policy on improving
the bus network, including free public transport at weekends. He and fellow candidate John Klaphake are holding "bus shelter meetings".
Thomas Nash says that "until bus drivers are paid around the same rate as taxi and truck drivers, and there's a region-wide contract for
bus driver wages and conditions that all bus companies are required to sign up to, we won't solve the Wellington bus fiasco." Phil Quin's
campaign slogan is #fixthebuses. Tony Jansen says fixing the "ongoing bustastrophe" is his first priority. Roger Blakeley wants to "resolve
outstanding problems" from last year's July bus review. Sitting councillor Daran Ponter, who has stepped up to face the public in
Donaldson's absence, supports a "fairer wage" for drivers. Victoria Rhodes-Carlin, one of only five women standing in the
Wellington/Pōneke constituency, says "until we have better quality pay for bus drivers …, cuts like this will likely continue". Helene Ritchie
wants Wellington to "return to a reliable bus service", while David Lee wants to "fix the bus system" and supports the creation of a public
transport authority like Auckland's. But don't take my word for it – go to meetings, search on the web, and ask candidates embarrassing
questions. It's called democracy, and it's for everyone, not just people whose last name begins with D.
Source: The Dominion Post. 3 September 2019. https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/wellington-top-stories/115461516/democracy-isthe-best-route-to-fixing-wellingtons-bus-troubles
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Wellington bus drivers found 8305km away after Kiwis snub the profession
Driving Wellington buses is now so undesirable or unachievable that workers are being sourced 8305km away. Immigration NZ has
confirmed it approved visas for seven drivers from the Philippines to come to Wellington to drive for NZ Bus. There were a further five
currently being assessed. Stuff this week revealed six of those drivers from the Philippines started training for NZ Bus on Monday. The
distance from Manila to Wellington is 8305km. Immigration NZ operations support manager Michael Carley said, before issuing the visas,
immigration officers needed to be satisfied there were no suitable New Zealanders available to take the jobs. The visas were issued under
the essential skills category and no exceptions were made for the Filipino drivers, he said. "The essential skills category facilitates the entry
of people required on a temporary basis to fill shortages where suitable New Zealand citizens or residents are not available for the work
offered," he said. "New Zealand citizens and residents are always given first priority when vacancies are advertised before the jobs are
offered to people from overseas who are on labour-market tested work visas." Wellington's bus driver shortage last month led to planned
daily cancellations rising to 46 and sparked Greater Wellington Regional Council public transport general manager Greg Pollock to warn:
"There are simply not the people out there in the Wellington community who are willing to take up the bus driver role." Pollock said there
had been a huge response for bus driver applicants but most were ruled out because they did not have a full driver's licence or had drinkdriving convictions. Stuff this week has confirmed a group of concerned Wellington bus drivers met on Sunday and were
approaching NZ Bus and Tramways Union to ask how this happened, when New Zealanders would be willing to do the work if pay and
conditions were better. In August, Auckland man Paul Chapman described driving buses as the worst job he had ever had. Split shifts, long
hours, and poor pay were among the reasons the job was so rough, he said. "You have an 11-hour day but you're only paid for eight
because there's three hours waiting around in the middle of the day."
Source: Stuff. 4 September 2019. https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/news/115531993/wellington-bus-drivers-found-8305km-awayafter-kiwis-snub-the-profession
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Why isn't Wellington Moving (again)? Basins and Bustastrophe
Another transport plan, another rapidly developing transport storm, and a set of pretty pictures that may or may not be happening.
Aucklanders are suddenly amused they are the ones demanding faster delivery on light rail and an underground rail link while famously
public transport-centric Wellington is protesting for its car tunnels and interchanges. Wellington's high public transport use, its single main
road in and out of the city, and the large chunk of people in its wider region who access the city every day for employment, have created a
city obsessed about transport where a dream with a whiff of reality can be transformed into electoral gold. It's why Wellington City
Council politicians are falling over themselves to promise they'll bring down bus fares and pay bus drivers more when their say over the
buses is largely limited to bus stops and bus priority lanes. Even Greater Wellington Regional Council's powers to control the situation are
suspect. As one person closely connected to the regional council described it: GWRC may run the buses, and the bus network may
consume a significant proportion of its budget, but the majority of its staff aren't bus transport experts - most of them are employed in
areas like flood protection. GWRC is a "PO Box", money flows in from the ratepayer and out to the bus contractor. If Wellington City
Council or GWRC were to top up driver wages, presumably the only way bus drivers could be paid more at this point, other bus companies
that lost out on the capital's bus contract could rightfully complain the extra money wasn't offered to them when they tendered for the

42

work. Either way, the city's transport plans remain moored again on the testy interactions between the region's political entities,
including the government, which holds the biggest card in the transport infrastructure debate: money.
THE BASIN RESET
When you ask people what they think of Let's Get Wellington Moving or the transport pledges made so far by candidates many say they
find it all vaguely familiar. Somewhere in the back of their minds they remember the tunnels, authorities, turf wars, transport studies,
renderings and plans from years past. They also bring up the Basin Reserve. It seems an odd transport battleground to those outside of
Wellington but it sits on State Highway 1 just before the airport and is a transport headache both mass transit and road traffic must
contend with. The now vanquished Basin Flyover was meant to solve some of these issues by separating traffic in a way that would allow
for extra road traffic from a second Mt Victoria tunnel and a bus rapid transit or light rail system. Arguments over the initiative consumed
a lot of the city's energy, time and resources for years. When the flyover was quashed in 2014 by a board of inquiry NZTA had considered
73 different solutions to the Basin's congestion problems. The Let's Get Wellington Moving group was formed out of the flyover's failure
and touted as a reset of Wellington's transport plans and approach. While NZTA's flyover plans elicited fierce opposition from the force
with which they were rammed down people’s throats, Let's Get Wellington Moving seems to have the opposite problem. LGWM seems to
be avoiding the flyover's fate with plans that are so far in the future, and so vague, that people don't think they'll ever have to swallow
them.
Source: Stuff. 5 September 2019. https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/115497924/why-isnt-wellington-moving-again-basins-andbustrastrophe
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Wellington's retired trolley buses destined for museums or scrapheap
Plans to retrofit Wellington's retired electric trolley buses look to have finally hit the end of the road. Most of the 57 buses have been
largely gathering dust since they were removed two years ago, despite initial plans to have some of them back on the road within months.
It's now been revealed the vehicles, most of which have been replaced by diesel buses over the past two years, will most likely end up on
the scrapheap, in museums, or overseas. The initial plan was for owners NZ Bus to refit the trolleys with hybrid Wrightspeed motors
after they were removed in October 2017, and gradually put them back into service from the following month. But after the experiment
failed, the company decided to revert to existing battery bus technology partnering with China-based Times Electric Group (TEG). It's now
understood NZ Bus is requesting expressions of interest to supply a new fleet in order to meet its obligation to Greater Wellington
Regional Council to provide electric replacements for the trolleys. The regional council's sustainable transport committee deputy
chairperson, Daran Ponter, said that option had appeared likely "for some time". Although the existing buses could be retrofitted, it was
only five to seven years before the vehicles were too old to be used as public transport vehicles, he said. New bus contracts signed during
the Wellington network changeover last year were for up to 12 years. Ponter said without the failed attempt to fit the trolleys with the
experimental Wrightspeed technology, a new fleet of electric buses could have already been rolled out. He and a few councillors later
tried to overturn that decision. "My view is that we could have got another seven years of life out of the
trolleys but for the fact that Wellington Electricity insisted on expensive multimillion-dollar upgrades to the
substations. "The buses and the overhead wires were fine. In fact, the overhead wires were in the best
condition they had been in years." Of the 57 trolley buses decommissioned, 40 were still fit for purpose
but several others had been retired because of mechanical problems. They were taken down after the
regional council deemed the $50 million cost of upgrading and maintaining the ageing overhead wire
network too expensive. One of the buses had been successfully converted and was operating in Wellington
as a prototype. It's understood it would cost several hundred thousand dollars to retrofit each trolley bus,
while buying a new electric bus would have a similar cost. The regional council hopes to have 83 electric
buses in its fleet within the next five years, made up of 51 trolley replacements and 32 double-deckers
scheduled to be introduced by Tranzurban by the end of 2021. The council currently has 10 electric buses in
its 466-strong fleet. "Further opportunities to increase the EV [electric vehicle] fleet may also emerge on an
ongoing basis in response to capacity and timetable changes," a spokesman said. NZ Bus could not be
reached for comment. A regional council spokesman said no decisions had been made on how NZ Bus would
replace the trolley buses. The company was recently sold by Infratil to Next Capital, and the new owners
were deciding on the most cost-effective option, he said.
Source: Stuff. 11 September 2019. https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/115689866/wellingtons-retired-trolleybuses-destined-for-museums-or-scrapheap
Right: Deep down we all knew what the end would be for the discarded trolleybuses - now the confirmation has come. On 16 July 2019,
375 awaits a decision on its future. Photo: Alan Wickens.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Wellington's trolley buses will not be retrofitted as city moves towards electric bus fleet
NZ Bus has hit the brakes on plans to retrofit Wellington's retired trolleybus fleet with electric motors. Fifty-seven buses have been
gathering dust since being taken off the road in late 2017. Now, they are destined for the scrapyard - or a local museum. Trolleybuses
running on overhead wires were once a common sight in Wellington. Now, the closest New Zealanders can get to one will be at a
museum. "It's very early days at the moment, we'd certainly be interested if there was one on the offering. It would be perfect for our
collection," says MOTAT's James Duncan. The 57 trolleys were removed from Wellington's roads two years ago as the upkeep of the
overhead wires was deemed too expensive. Plans to retrofit the buses with new electric motors have fallen through due to costs, with
diesel buses filling most of the void. "Of course it's disappointing, that's not where we wanted to go," says GWRC deputy chair Barbara
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Donaldson. Forty of the trolleybuses were still fit for purpose at their retirement, but are currently sitting idle at the Kilbirnie depot. They
will now be disposed of as NZ Bus looks for electric replacements as part of its contract. There's a grand vision for Wellington to have a
fully electric bus fleet. "We've got 10 electric double-decker buses at the moment, we'll have another 32 in the next couple of years and
with these new ones from NZ Bus, we'll have 84 electric buses," says Donaldson. Wellington's bus network was reconfigured last year,
leading many commuters to complain about late or cancelled services. A number of locals say it's a shame the trolleybuses won't be used.
"It seems ridiculous in this day and age, where everyone is 'environmentally-conscious' - you can't get a plastic bag, but we're running a
fleet of buses on diesel," says one local. "Diesels are pretty noisy, in a town centre like this it would be much nicer if they were electric,"
says another. Meanwhile, MOTAT, which has three trams dating from 1906 to 1951, says it's excited for some modern tech to potentially
become part of its collection.
Source: Newshub. 11 September 2019. https://www.newshub.co.nz/home/new-zealand/2019/09/wellington-s-trolley-buses-will-not-beretrofitted-as-city-moves-towards-electric-bus-fleet.html
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A petition: abolish the Regional Council
by Curtis Nixon
If you are as sick as I am of the bustastrophe caused by the Regional Council’s mis-management, made worse by their refusal to listen to
the voices of everyday commuters and travellers, then I ask you to support my petition to the Local Government Commission to abolish
the council. It is a sure sign that something is wrong when three of Wellington’s five councillors on the regional council have decided not
to stand for re-election. There have been sustained calls for action to be taken over the bus network changes. These have been expressed
in the media, especially here on Wellington.Scoop, at council meetings, and at the Transport and Infrastructure Select Committee at
Parliament. The failure of the bus system can be explained by the dysfunctionality of the local government structure. The organisational
rivalry and lack of cooperation between the Wellington City Council and the Regional Council have been major contributing factors that
have led to the failure of the bus re-organisation. Also playing a significant part has been the minority status of regional councillors
representing Wellington city. Add to that the deficient management of the region’s commuter train system with frequent breakdowns and
service outages which has put more pressure on the roading infrastructure. As these infrastructures require local government
cooperation, planning and funding in conjunction with the New Zealand Transport Agency, the over-complicated structure means that
there is huge room for breakdowns in communication and cooperation between the local and central government agencies. There is
significant confusion in the minds of many residents between the city and regional councils. This leads to incorrect attribution of blame
which muddies the debate about possible solutions and adds to reduced accountability. The calls for urgent measures of some kind, along
with dissatisfaction with GWRC’s management of the bus reorganisation, were recently expressed at the Transport and Infrastructure
Select Committee at Parliament, and in many media outlets. There has also been an element of passing the buck between WCC and
GWRC, on the issue of bus priority measures in Wellington city for example. If you support the abolition of the Greater Wellington
Regional Council, please follow this link to the petition: http://chng.it/wDbfGf7F
Source: Scoop. (abridged) 11 September 2019. http://wellington.scoop.co.nz/?p=122064
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Here are my solutions to Wellington's trolley folly
Dave Armstrong
Kia ora koutou. Perhaps because last week was Te Wiki o te Reo Māori, (Maori Language Week) there was less media attention than usual
on the latest development in Wellington's pahiaituā (my best stab at "bustastrophe"). After valiantly trying to retrofit 57 trolleybuses with
bus battery technology, NZ Bus is now calling for expressions of interest to supply a brand new electric fleet. Though the buses could be
retrofitted, it would cost the same as buying new electric ones. It seems incredible that we got rid of the clean, green trolleys, which could
have lasted another decade at least, without rigorous investigation and with only a couple of councillors in the GWRC (Greater Wellington
Regional Council) dissenting. Then again, if the trolleys had been kept, the wonderful new and efficient bus hub system could never have
been introduced. It's difficult to get a trolleybus from the zoo to the hospital when the GWRC wants it to veer off to Kingston where there
are no trolley lines. If you are a politician, of course you are going to talk down the value of trolley buses if you've got plans for an entirely
different network design in your back pocket. A beautiful green city like Wellington having polluting diesel buses making up 98 per cent of
its fleet is as bad a look as a political party that has campaigned on gender equality for decades being embroiled in a major sexual abuse
scandal. Given that this week is Conservation Week, I think Wellingtonians need to come to the aid of NZ Bus and the GWRC to work out a
way to recycle the buses rather than send them to landfill. You don't have to be a student used to viewing 50 flats a year to know that
there is a housing crisis in Wellington. Trouble is, everyone seems to have a different solution. Mayor Justin "Sausalito" Lester is keen on
the new housing development at Shelly Bay. Meanwhile, mayoral candidate Conor "Nine-hole" Hill wants to use half the Berhampore Golf
Course for housing. Meanwhile, Andy "Landfill" Foster reckons two barren playing fields at Owhiro Bay would be perfect for housing.
Meanwhile, Jenny "Yes In My Backyard" Condie supports new medium-density housing opposite the Johnsonville Mall. With the fleet of
trolleybuses converted to rental houses – with wheels still on – then if the mayoralty or the balance on the council changes they could
quickly be moved from one public place to another without expensive construction costs. There is also a big shortage of retirement
accommodation in Wellington. Given that many GWRC councillors are retiring this year, why not use the buses as a retirement village for
them, though some would argue that GRWC has been a retirement village for former MPs for many years. Some have called for the
trolleybuses to be donated to a museum. This is a brilliant idea. Why not spend valuable ratepayer money on building a Museum of Local
Body Failures? I've got relatives in the building trade, so no need to go to public tender. The Failure Museum could include a Wrightspeed
motor, Sesqui memorabilia, machinery used to build the Wellington motorway bypass that saw costs outweigh benefits, an old Snapper
machine from the Airport Flyer, a scale model of the film museum, and bits of crumbling bitumen from the Kāpiti Expressway. It should be
built big enough so new exhibits can be added over the next few years. Then again, NZ Bus could just donate the 57 trolleys to Te Papa
(Museum of New Zealand). It could display them or, even better, reinforce them and convert them into ocean explorers. Surplus mollusc
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and fish experts could be forced into these benthic buses and told to investigate the ocean floor instead of causing grief
for the management with their silly arguments about a national museum needing internationally regarded experts. We
all know a museum's core business is staff restructuring. Meanwhile, one of the trolleybuses could have a diesel motor
fitted and be used to transfer CEOs imported from overseas from the Wellington International Airport to Te Papa for
their short-duration stays. Then again, I suspect there will soon be a cavernous space beneath the new convention
centre that won't get used much, so perhaps that would be a good space for the Failure Museum. As all literate
Wellingtonians know, a large part of the library collection cannot be accessed because of the closure of the Central
Library. We used to have mobile libraries in buses until councillors cut them, so why not put books in these buses and
plonk them in various spots around the city? Immobile libraries could be full of books, and each book bus could be
named after a GWRC councillor who voted for the trolleybuses to be dismantled, thus starting the beginning of the
pahiaituā. Given it is the election season, I look forward to local body candidates coming up with their own ideas for
what to do with the buses, many of which I'm sure will make mine seem less than satirical.
Source: The Dominion Post. 17 September 2019. https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/wellington-topstories/115828096/here-are-my-solutions-to-wellingtons-trolley-folly
Right: Letter published in The Dominion Post 20 September 2019.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NZTA warns regional council funding could be cut because of problems with contract
management
The New Zealand Transport Agency is threatening to pull funding from Greater Wellington Regional Council because
of breaches relating to its management of bus network contracts. The agency reported to the council in August warning
"significant improvement" was needed with its contract management, putting future funding at risk if the problems
were not addressed. It said the council's procurement strategy needed updating, and that it failed on two occasions to
explain - as it was required to do - why it did not put contracts out for open tender. The audit, obtained by Stuff, related
to the year leading up to the overhaul of Wellington's bus network. The contracts related to professional services such as network design
and planning, community engagement, and construction of bus hubs. In a statement, the regional council admitted the breaches, but said
it was surprised by the report's conclusions given how closely the two parties had worked in the lead-up to the rollout of the network in
July last year. The audit outlined some of the problems still prevalent on the Wellington City network a year on, including cancellations and
lateness exacerbated by a bus and driver shortage. It stated NZTA had identified two examples in which the council had expedited the
awarding of contracts costing more than $200,000 without providing the relevant documentation. The agency does not necessarily require
contracts of that value to go to open tender, but does require an explanation as to why a supplier was directly appointed in those
instances. The report also noted problems with bus-tracking technology, which had made it difficult for the council to accurately record
lateness and cancellations and correctly apply fines to bus companies. The council was now in danger of losing funding towards its Land
Transport Programme (LTP). A regional council spokesman said the breaches were accepted. "Although these two professional service
suppliers were specialists in their fields and procurement was fast-tracked due to urgent resource needs at the time, appropriate
paperwork should have been completed." The council was reviewing its procedures and providing training to staff, the spokesman said.
Wellington-based National List MP Nicola Willis said the report was further proof of the council's "appalling" management of the city's bus
network. "Taxpayers deserve assurances that bus contracts are being managed properly. The Minister of Transport [Phil Twyford] must
heed the warnings from NZTA and take action to protect the use of taxpayer funds and the delivery of Wellington bus services." Willis
described the report as a "cry for help" from the agency. "What this shows is the council is failing to protect ratepayer money, and the
minister has done absolutely nothing." But Twyford again said he would not be getting involved. "I don't think any practical purpose would
be served by putting in someone to 'observe' GRWC, as the National Party suggests. "It's still the case that it's GWRC's job to ensure
Wellingtonians get the transport services they deserve. "I will continue to hold them to account on that while reforming the former
National government's competitive tendering law that has caused the shortage of bus drivers." NZTA could not be reached for comment.
Source: Stuff. 18 September 2019. https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/115825253/nzta-warns-regional-council-funding-could-be-cutbecause-of-problems-with-contract-management
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Survey confirms lack of buses and hub problems in eastern suburbs
News from Greater Wellington Regional Council
Findings from the Eastern suburbs bus network review community sessions were tabled at the Regional Council’s Sustainable Transport
Committee today. The bus network review, undertaken to fully understand the impact of the July 2018 bus network changes, is focused on
people’s experiences of timetabling, bus routes and the hub transfer system. Themed findings showed the most pressing issues for people
using public transport in the Eastern suburbs were the lack of buses between the Miramar peninsula, Newtown and the Hospital;
navigating the hub system and transfers; overcrowding, reliability and frequency of services. In line with the co-design approach of the
engagement process, route ideas were canvassed with over 300 people over eight days in Strathmore, Kilbirnie, Hataitai and Miramar
during late July. Cr Barbara Donaldson, Chair of Greater Wellington’s Sustainable Transport Committee welcomed the update. “Having
visibility of the personal and collective stories of Eastern suburbs bus customers is a significant step forward. Our review team have been
moved by the generosity and openness with which people have shared their stories and by the effort they have put into the engagement
process,” said Cr Donaldson. “It fills out the picture, validates feedback we have collected throughout the year, and shows what is working
and what isn’t working in the Eastern suburbs. We also have a clearer understanding of what changes will potentially have the greatest
benefit to the wider community,” added Cr Donaldson. Along with the community session findings, analysis of the Eastern suburbs online
survey will be included in a final whole of city report in December.
Source: Scoop. 18 September 2019. http://wellington.scoop.co.nz/?p=122286
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Greater Wellington Regional Council election race: Incumbents face bus network fallout
It's been a tough few years for the regional councillors in charge of Wellington's bus network, but that hasn't stopped the majority of
them from seeking re-election. The region's network underwent the most comprehensive overhaul in its history in July last year, with new
routes, timetables, fares, and bus contracts introduced. There were wins for some, such as new routes in various suburbs, a raft of fare
discounts, and free transfers for bus commuters and some rail commuters. But the lasting legacy of the changeover was widespread
discontent, with the removal of popular routes and the introduction of transfer "hubs" exacerbated by problems with lateness, overcrowding and cancellations. It wasn't long before Greater Wellington Regional Council was apologising for the botch-up and making plans
to reinstate some of the removed routes. In the middle of it all was the ongoing uncertainty over the retro-fitting of the city's retired
electric trolleybuses. To date, just one has been converted and put back into service, despite the council promising they would be
gradually reintroduced within months of being taken down almost two years ago. All these problems fall back on the council's sustainable
transport committee, whose main remit is to deliver a world-class public transport service. Of the 13 councillors on the committee, nine
are standing for re-election. Changes to the network - and the decision to remove the trolley buses - were signed off by the previous
committee, headed by then-chairperson Paul Swain, as those on the current committee are quick to point out. But the renewal of
operator contracts, which failed to protect drivers' terms and conditions, and some say led to the current driver shortage, was signed off
by the current committee. It also heard submissions from concerned community representatives and lobby groups, as well as the
Tramways Union. A look back through committee agendas over the past three years shows a number of general manager's reports
outlining progress on the programme, with assurances everything was on track. The committee's deputy chairperson, Daran Ponter, said
councillors had probably not been critical enough of the information they were receiving. "Councillors have to take advice of officers with
a degree of faith, and we did that. "There's an extent to which we were let down." Community concerns aired before the
committee, and through email correspondence, were a warning of what was to come, Ponter said. "It was already clear places like
Miramar North, and to a lesser extent Northland, were agitating around the loss of services and the need to hub. "We had to balance that
with the advice from officers that said the hubs would be efficient, the buses would be on time." Once the operator contracts were signed
and new buses ordered in March 2017, there was no going back, Ponter said. An independent review completed in December found the
council team in charge of the rollout was not equipped for the job, while councillors had underestimated the impact of the changes.
Transfers have been removed on four services, and there are plans to extend that. But more than a year on from the botch-up, commuters
are still reporting problems.
TIMELINE
2009 - Public consultation begins. Real-time information board provider contracted
2011 - Network designers contracted
2012-2016 - Further public feedback, network design refined and approved
March 2017 - New operator contracts awarded. Tranzurban gets 60 per cent of region's routes, NZ Bus 28 per cent, and Mana and Uzabus
6 per cent each
April - June 2018 - Minor Wairarapa and Hutt Valley changes rolled out
July 15, 2018 - New Wellington City network rolled out. Council admits initial "teething problems"
August 8, 2018 - Problems continue, council admits it got some things "terribly wrong"
August 2018 - Minor changes made to some timetables
September 19, 2018 - Council commissions independent review into rollout of new network
September 26, 2018 - Council fronts parliamentary select committee, says it would do little differently
November 2018 - Major changes made on Tranzurban routes
February 2019 - Major changes made on NZ Bus routes, 20 morning peak services cancelled for up to six months due to driver shortage
June 27, 2019 - Council fronts select committee, says priority bus lanes urgently needed. Review into network design ongoing (findings to
be reported in December).
Source: Stuff. 27 September 2019. https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/116119342/greater-wellington-regional-council-election-raceincumbents-face-bus-network-fallout
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Greater Wellington councillors standing for re-election face up to bus network debacle
More than a year on from Wellington's controversial bus network changeover, we ask the Greater Wellington sustainable transport
committee members how they should be held accountable, and what confidence voters should have in them if they are standing again.
Ken Laban says he "doesn't deserve" re-election to Greater Wellington Regional Council following the bus debacle, and "fully understands"
if he is voted out. The Lower Hutt representative is one of 13 regional councillors on the body's sustainable transport committee, which
oversees public transport and is ultimately responsible for problems on the network introduced in July last year. While problems were
kept to a minimum in the Hutt Valley, with Wellington City commuters the most affected, Laban said the committee had collectively failed.
"By whatever measure you apply, the [public transport] system has been a debacle. I take full responsibility for not doing a good enough
job on behalf of our community. "Based on the failure, I don't deserve to be re-elected and understand fully if I am voted out. If returned, I
will commit to restoring a first-world public transport system." Fellow Lower Hutt representative David Ogden sat directly on the opposite
side of the fence, saying he took "zero responsibility" for the problems. "The changes were set in place in the years prior to my election in
October 2016." Those changes were implemented almost two years later. Ogden said he suggested fixes such as reverting to
old timetables, starting discussions with drivers' unions and bus operators, and recruiting drivers from overseas. "These were not listened
to. Or too little, too late." Others councillors were less forthright when asked what responsibility they should take. Committee
chairwoman Barbara Donaldson, a Porirua-Tawa representative, said the committee was collectively responsible for the mistakes. It had
ordered a review into the overhaul and made a number of changes based on community feedback. She was confident voters would back
her based on her overall record. Lower Hutt representative Prue Lamason also trumpeted collective responsibility. Her region had
experienced few problems and those were mainly due to a driver shortage, she said. Wellington City representative Daran Ponter, the
committee's deputy chairman, said although he was not on the previous committee which finalised the network changes, all councillors
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had to take responsibility. "As an incoming councillor you cannot shy from issues that you have inherited." He had passed more than 25
motions which had resulted in extra services and new or extended routes. Reducing the number of required transfers was now the
priority, he said. Fellow Wellington City representative Roger Blakeley, who was also not on the previous committee, said the ensuing
problems nevertheless occurred "on my watch". He had worked to make changes at the committee table; listened to communities, unions
and bus drivers; and reinstated tweets to notify of cancellations. Wellington City representative Sue Kedgley, who is not standing for reelection, said she voted to save Wellington's trolleybuses, protect drivers' wages and conditions when contracts were renewed, and also
to remove transfers. "The underlying problem remains that there aren't enough bus drivers or buses," she said. "Getting rid of the
trolleybuses, which could carry 75 passengers, and replacing them with much smaller buses has contributed to the problem." Wairarapa
representative Adrienne Staples said the committee was a governance group which relied on advice of experts. However, the problems
had occurred during its watch and it had since worked to fix the problems. "There is a great deal more to Greater Wellington Regional
Council than Wellington's buses, although probably not in the minds of Wellington city public transport users at the moment."
* Outgoing councillors Chris Laidlaw (council chair), Paul Swain and Ian McKinnon, as well as standing candidates Penny Gaylor and
Jenny Brash, did not respond to requests for comment.
Source: Stuff: 27 September 2019. https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/politics/local-body-elections/116109659/greater-wellingtoncouncillors-standing-for-reelection-face-up-to-bus-network-debacle
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CLIMATE MARCH DIVERSIONS

Right: A section of the huge
crowd, estimated to be about
40,000, gathers in Civic Square on
27 September, before marching
along Willis Street and Lambton
Quay to express their opinions at
Parliament.

Left: As the time approached for the marchers to set off at 11.30am,
diversions began. Inbound buses to the Railway Station (or beyond) on
reaching the end of Courtenay Place turned right into Taranaki Street.
Tranzurban 3509, en route to Grenada Village (Route 1) has just made this
move and travels along the short section of Taranaki Street before turning
left into Jervois Quay to bypass the closed off “Golden Mile”.

Right: Two double-deckers in Jervois Quay is unusual at the
best of times as this thoroughfare is not a bus route.
However, NZ Bus 5090 and Tranzurban 3704 show it is
possible. The pair have just turned left out of Taranki Street
and are heading for the Railway Station. The two and threeaxle size differences can be seen in this photograph. 5090,
inbound on a Route 3, looks to be well patronised. Trolleybus
wires once extended along Jervois Quay as part of the
diversionary route so electric 3704 has some connections.
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Left: As mentioned in Overhea(r)d,
as the marchers reached the end of
Lambton Quay they blocked any
access to the Interchange via
Whitmore Street so once this was
closed off to traffic some buses
continued along Jervois Quay and
Customhouse Quay until reaching
Bunny Street where drivers turned
left to pass the front of the Railway
Station (out of view to the left).
Class leader 3500 is seen crossing
Featherston Street to continue
across into Bunny Street on the
other side of the intersection.

Right: A view along Stout Street. Until 2003, trolleybus wires extended
along this street as it was once a busy thoroughfare for buses travelling
to the Railway Station. Today, it is rare to ever see a bus coming this way
and for obvious reasons! The driver of Tranzurban 3520 squeezes his
large bus through the parked cars as he attempts to reach the Railway
Station and then continue north with the Route 1 working to
Johnsonville West. Lambton Quay is in the background below the tall
buildings.

Left: An Airport Flyer is also a rare sight to see in Stout Street. Scania 2507 has just
turned right from Whitmore Street and its driver is trying to negotiate a way to get
his bus out of the city to continue the journey to Queensgate in Lower Hutt.

Right: Scania 2205 has reached the end of Stout Street where
it merges with Featherston Street with its driver beginning the
turn into Bunny Street. By this stage some of young marchers
had left Parliament and were heading off elsewhere.

Left: Bunny Street was once a busy bus thoroughfare. Today it is severely narrowed
and is no longer part of any bus route. However, when needs must... 5080 is eased
along the narrow street having just turned left from Stout Street. It was the only way
to avoid the huge crowds.
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HERE AND THERE
Right: A letter (unpublished) submitted to The Dominion Post by UTW reader Alan Smith.

Left: Some double-decker buses have finally begun work on the NZ Bus
operated Courtenay Place to Eastbourne routes, though they still remain
predominantly operated by single-decker services. On 27 September
ADL Enviro500 5086 was seen in Aotea Quay on a Route 83 to Eastbourne.
The bus was one of many diverted off its normal route, due to a massive
climate justice march that was taking place from nearby Civic Square
to Parliament.

Your report (Last stop for trolley bus fleet, 11
September) leaves out any mention of the
public money wasted. The trolleybuses lying
idle since 2017 were built between 2005 and
2009 at a cost including subsidies from both
NZTA and the Regional Council. The overhead
wiring network to Karori, and on some other
routes, was renewed after 2010 again at a
subsidised cost for the wiring owner, the City
Council. Both the buses and the wiring are
now dismantled and the residual asset value
of both must be a cost to the public sector
agencies as well as to NZ Bus, a cost which
the general public will be expected to meet.
When the trolleybus service began, all
aspects of it - timetables, fares, power
supply, overhead network, vehicles, drivers
and maintenance - were the responsibility of
a single body, the City Council. Under the
famous reforms, these were spread across a
variety of internally-efficient silos and today's
outcome was inevitable. Another triumph of
policy theory which ordinary citizens are
paying for both from their pockets and with
poor actual bus service.
Alan Smith, Lower Hutt

Right: Ansaldo 125 and B.U.T.s 66, 92 and “silver ghost” 39
pose for the cameraman at Wakefield Street depot in this
undated picture. In the background is Mt Victoria and the
tower of the Central Fire Station. Photo: Brian Dawson.

Below: And finally this month as we recognise the end of trolleybus operation in Wellington two years ago on 31 October 2017. A look
back to those days we fondly remember when electric buses worked a-plenty rather than on the odd occasion as with today’s ten electric
double-deckers and the sole ex-trolleybus battery vehicle. With just one day left before the axe fell, two Designlines, 360 and 371 pass at
the entrance to the Interchange at 1.45pm. Moments like these were to be savoured for under thirty-six hours later the very last
trolleybus in the Capital would leave Karori Park for Kilbirnie depot and the wires would sing no more.
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TAILPIECE

A month prior to trolleybuses and other buses returning to the full length of Manners
Street, 341 was photographed on 28 October 2010 in Victoria Street en route to
Kingston. This had been the usual route for the 7 and 9, turning off Willis Street into
Mercer Street and then right into Victoria Street. Ahead was Manners Street which it
crossed continuing south along Victoria Street. By this date the overhead had already
been taken down so that for this part of the journey trolleybuses had to travel on
battery power. 341 ran for another seven years until the very last day, 31 October 2017.

