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Left: The first of the main build of Designline trolleybuses, 331,
left Kilbirnie depot for the last time in March and was towed
to its new home at Waiuku, south of Auckland. It is
understood that its new life will be that of a holiday home.
The bus was unique in the fleet wearing a paua shell all-over
wrap all its life. On 22 December 2014 it was photographed in
Manners Street while working a Route 1 from Island Bay to the
Railway Station.

Front Cover: Our featured trolleybus this month is 354, an example that worked from 2009 until the last day of trolleybus
operation, 31 October 2017. Here it is in The Parade, Island Bay having not long started away from the terminus. This
photograph was taken on 12 November 2009 during its first year of service.
Please Note: Under the Wires contains facts, views, opinions, statements and other content and links to external websites. Reasonable efforts are made to include accurate and current information but the Editor
makes no warranties or representations as to the accuracy, value or safety of the published items. No liability or responsibility can be taken for errors or omissions.

It won’t be long before it is two years since Wellington’s buses were “Metlinked”, i.e. having most traces of bus company names replaced
with Metlink on our Way emblazoned on them. I have commented on the roofline messages more than once and how meaningless they
have become when nothing eventuates. You will forgive the artistic licence added to this photograph but again I ask, “but when?” Sure,
we’ve seen some new double-deckers join the Newlands and NZ Bus fleets but there are still plenty of buses like this steadfastly working
day in day out and awaiting those elusive replacements. Meanwhile, the only changes to the fleet are alterations to advertising. Whether
the current world-wide situation has any bearing on the delivery of new buses remains to be seen.
On 14 March a Yutong single-decker EV arrived in Wellington to be evaluated by Tranzurban. Having previously been trialled by Ritchies
Transport the bus will receive similar testing in the Capital. It went into service the next day and worked several rail replacement services
between Porirua and Waikanae. More on page 27.
Trolleybuses continue to leave Kilbirnie depot for their new lives. The most recent
information I have is that 331 has been moved to Waiuku, a country town about 62km south
west of Auckland. It is understood 362 (the Wrightspeed trial bus) has gone to the Lower Hutt
suburb of Wainuiomata so will remain relatively close to Wellington. Any sightings or
information would be appreciated. The photo (right) shows 331 at Kilbirnie on 4 February
2020. More on page 19.
Remember the meetings Metlink organised last year to gauge the
travelling public’s opinion of bus services? Now the bus users in the
Porirua area are finally being consulted. The drop-in workshops are
being held on 8 and 9 April and an on-line survey is available from 23
March to 17 April. Posters such as this have been appearing in bus
shelters around the area. However, in light of the COVID-19
pandemic these meetings and gatherings will have been cancelled or
postponed.
On 22 March all bus drivers aged 70 and over were asked not to report for duty to lessen the likelihood of them
contracting the virus. This was in line with the Government announcement that asked all people in this age group
to stay at home. The decision had the immediate effect of removing about 12% of Wellington’s 500 drivers and
resulted in some bus cancellations. However, this was just the start of a number of changes.
Have we seen the end of cash being used on public transport? As of Monday 23 March fare payments on both
Auckland Transport and Metlink bus and train services became cashless. In Wellington, only EFTPOS cards were to
be accepted for the purchase of train tickets at stations and Snapper cards used on buses. This was in response to
the COVID-19 pandemic and to “give our passengers and staff more peace of mind” as Metlink put it. Perhaps we
have seen the end of the familiar paper bus ticket and Edmondson card train ticket (first introduced in the 1840s).
Will cash be accepted once the virus situation is over? Then on Wednesday 25 March all train and bus services in the Capital changed to
Sunday timetabling. Metlink also announced passengers will (in general terms) be required to use the rear door to get on and off their bus.
Bus and rail travel in Wellington then became free until June. These measures came into force the day that the NZ Government ordered
the population, except for essential workers, to stay home for four weeks. All schools were closed meaning there was no requirement for
any school bus services. These are certainly unprecedented and quickly changing times. More on pages 10-12.
Wellington Tramway Museum became one of the many events and activities either postponed or cancelled due to fears of encouraging
the spread of the virus. The decision was taken on 21 March to close the Museum for the foreseeable future. Other similar places have
been forced to make the same decision due to the nationwide “lockdown” effective 26 March.
There has never been a month quite like the last and it could be the start of many similar months to come – who knows. I hope I can carry
on the momentum of a monthly production. Capturing new images will become a difficulty due to the “lockdown”. As you will see from
the names below there have been a number of readers who have helped make this issue reach thirty-two pages – thank you! Have YOU
got something that could grace the pages next month - a favourite trolleybus picture perhaps? With no doubt time on your hands you
could have a look through your photograph collection and send something through.
Meanwhile, keep well, stay safe and enjoy a mostly COVID-19-free read.

Thanks to this month’s contributors; Graham Stewart, Garry Ford, Phil Waters, Bryan Blanchard, Roger Davies, Wayne
Henry, Peter Coventry, Graeme Bennett, D.L.A. Turner, David Donald, Henry Brittain and those who provided feedback.
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THEN AND (ALMOST) NOW
A further selection of tram and trolleybus images taken by Graham Stewart at the same location but decades apart.

Left: Graham has managed to capture
FOUR trams in the one scene. This is
Crawford Road, Kilbirnie and prominent are
two double saloons, both descending the
hill towards the shopping centre and
passing Duncan Terrace. In the background
is Wellington Harbour.

Right: Capturing four trolleybuses here would be extremely difficult unless
one set up camp at the site and persisted for days (or maybe weeks).
However, clearly this is the same location and climbing the hill towards
Newtown is 387 en route to Karori Park.

Left: Double Saloon 197 has just departed the Brooklyn terminus in
Cleveland Street on its return journey to the Railway Station.

Below: A lot of the buildings from the tram era no long remain in
Cleveland Street although the one on the extreme right is visible in
both photographs. 378 represents the modern era and was
recorded on its way to Kingston. Route 7 numbering is common to
both images.
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Right: Returning again to Crawford Road and
to the trolleybus era, two B.U.T.s run down
the hill towards Kilbirnie, the one nearest the
camera on driving instruction duties. Note
how since the days of the trams the harbour
view is almost built out plus the additional
house built on the hillside.

Left: The eastern portal of Seatoun tunnel with a Fiducia tram running down
Ferry Street towards the nearby terminus in Dundas Street.

Right: 367 nears the end of Ferry Street and is about to
swing right into Dundas Street. Once tram operation
ended the trolleybus wires were extended several
hundred metres toward a new terminus in Hector Street.
Route 11 no longer exists and has been replaced by the
Route 2 diesel service between Seatoun and Karori Park.

Left: Double Saloon 105 rounds the curve in Chaytor Street and
is about to plunge into the gloom of the Karori tunnel. Don’t
take that cough home – take Baxters lung preserver reads one
of the advertising boards on the rear of 105. A reference to this
remedy, found on the internet reads; “Baxter’s was high in
alcohol and raspberry and the kids loved it. We used to call it
Baxter’s Lung Remover.” Taubmans paint and Philips light
bulbs are still around; the tram and Baxters are relics of a
bygone era.

Right: Graham had a knack of capturing multiple vehicles in
his photographs. Here is 358 and 383 exiting the tunnel on
their way to Karori Park. The contemporary advertising is for
bottled water. People seem to crave this product but I have to
wonder why when taps have a constant supply.
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Above: Double Saloon 156 turns left from Broadway into
Hobart Street with a Route 2 service to Miramar. Once again,
Graham has captured two trams in his photograph. Back in
those days trams travelled to/from Kilbirnie via Coutts Street.
The development of the Airport put a stop to that routing.
Right: The contemporary photograph shows 387 turning right
into Hobart Street on a Route 11 from Seatoun to the Railway
Station. The old buildings on the right are common to both
photographs though the butcher has long gone and today an
Airport hotel stands on the corner.

Left: Believed to have been
taken during the 1959
Festival of Wellington, this
photo shows Fiducia tram
260 passing the Government
Building in Lambton Quay.
How about “Wellington
Welcomes You” decoration
on some of our buses used
for transporting the many
tens of thousands of cruise
ship passengers that arrive
every year. However, with
the decision taken to close
NZ’s borders during March it
will remain to be seen if and
when cruise ships will be
allowed to return to our
shores.

Right: Fifty-eight years later, 335 passes the same location.
The building is now used as the Law Faculty for Victoria
University, which in turn has had its name changed to
Victoria University of Wellington. The faux chimney pots on
the building were added when it was refurbished and
restored.
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Left: Waitoa Road, Hataitai in the
tram and trolleybus era. A double
saloon arrives at the terminus for the
city, whilst a B.U.T trolleybus lays
over at the shops. In this era the
wires were anti-clockwise rather
than clockwise when the decision
was taken to close this section of
Route 5. The rails turning to the right
took trams on to Kilbirnie and the
eastern suburbs.

Right: Graham does it again! In this modern view
362, the later unsuccessful Wrightspeed
conversion donor, turns left out of Moxham
Avenue. It is en route from Kilbirnie depot to the
Railway Station to start a shift. In the distance is
one of the peak hour Route 5 Hataitai services
also returning to the city. Switch 473 was the
special work routing trolleybuses left into
Hataitai Road to run up to the terminus. The
return one-way wire exited Waipapa Road just
to the left rear of the distant trolleybus.

Left: The final pairing stays in the “then” era. Graham continues his style of
obtaining multiple vehicles in his photographs. Interesting to see passengers
boarding and alighting the tram near the bottom of Bowen Street. Shock,
horror, this would never be allowed in today’s world and rightly so considering
the volume of traffic.

Right: The tram tracks are still in place as B.U.T.s
19 and 22 are positioned in exactly the same
spots as above. In this view, the bus stop has
moved to the footpath Many of the buildings in
this photograph have long been replaced. Also
the slip road that runs left past the Cenotaph
(behind the tree branches) disappeared many
years ago.
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SPOTLIGHT ON THE MEDIA
Where you can catch up with what has been in the news and
who has been saying what...

Twenty Wellington buses cancelled in busy morning
It was just another manic Monday with more than 20 morning bus services around
Wellington cancelled, as the city's strained network struggles to cope with an increase in demand. At one bus stop in Hataitai, more than
40 people were kept waiting as three full buses went past without stopping. Metlink said "above average driver sickness" was behind the
unexpected cancellations. March is traditionally the busiest time of year for Wellington's bus network, due to school and university
students returning to study. New double-decker buses and cheaper early-bird fares were both introduced in recent weeks in preparation
for the March boom. A 25 per cent discount on rides before 7am was introduced in February in an attempt to ease pressure on peak
times. "Capacity remains an issue while we continue to deal with a national bus driver shortage, so this early-bird fare reduction will help
spread the load so our passengers can have a more comfortable journey," Metlink General Manager Greg Pollock said at the time. Both NZ
Bus and Tranzurban, as well as NZTA, supported the early fares discount, but emphasised that overall network upgrades were needed. Bus
operators have continued to struggle with a national bus driver shortage, which has limited the number of services at peak times. Bus
patronage is increasing at a higher rate than Metlink is prepared for, the most recent Greater Wellington
Regional Council quarterly report warned. Despite the widely publicised bus network issues in 2019, total
rides increased by 6.8 per cent in 2019. "While this is pleasing to see, it has an unintended consequence of
placing strain on available resources [drivers and fleet]," the report said.
Source: Stuff. 2 March 2020. https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/news/wellington/119934063/twentywellington-buses-cancelled-in-busy-morning
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Right: The Dominion Post 3 March 2020. (Little did we know at that time as to what was about to happen)

Wellington’s Pride Bus shows our transport is inclusive, says proud
designer
News from Greater Wellington Regional Council
The double-decker pride bus (see March issue, page 23) which is to feature in the Wellington International
Pride Parade on Saturday (7 March) is a symbol of the inclusivity of the region’s transport system and a sign
that everyone should feel safe and welcome on our buses, designer Josh Naus says. Josh, who is a digital
designer at the Regional Council and the mastermind behind the design of the double-decker pride bus,
which is currently in service on the Number 1 route, says it is important to highlight that this city is an allinclusive place. “This bus is a joint entry to the Pride Parade from the Regional Council, the City Council,
Tranzurban and Go Media and is the first bus to feature in this Pride Parade. “Featuring rainbow colours was
important because the rainbow is the most publicly known icon of the LGBTQIA+ community and is instantly
recognisable. But standard pride flag designs are quite common and I wanted a point of difference so I decided to use the
bus routes as a visual reference point. “One thing that was particularly important to me was bringing a level of public
education; this bus will be driving around Wellington for months so it is a huge opportunity to get some more
information about the LGBTQIA+ community out there.” Josh says a lot of people do not realise that each colour in
the pride flag directly represents part of the community. “It’s been that way since the flag was designed in 1977 by
Gilbert Baker, but this has been a bit forgotten over the years. I was really happy to be able to bring it back into
the public eye.” Josh has done a lot of work with Rainbow Youth and InsideOUT, and says the design of the bus
meant a lot to him on a personal level. “I don’t want to sound like a sob story, but I grew up in a small town
and I was in the closet till I left home, which is a pretty common story for people in the LGBTQIA+
community. “I think a Pride Bus like this would have meant a whole lot to me when I was a teenager just
to know that my local council was looking out for me, and the public transport system was a safe space.”
Josh says it was an honour to be part of the official launch of the bus, and it was an incredible feeling to see his
work displayed across a double-decker bus. “This project was quite personal to me so it was a very proud moment
– I sent a lot of photos to my mum and dad.”
Source: Wellington Scoop. 2 March 2020. http://wellington.scoop.co.nz/?p=126201
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Wellington's transport plans inch forward with awarding of contracts for
mass transit and state highway projects
Wellington's grand transport plans are inching forward, with contracts awarded for the design of a mass transit system and extra Mt
Victoria tunnel. Let's Get Wellington Moving (LGWM) announced on Wednesday representatives from Aurecon and Future Group would
help design and plan an extra Mt Victoria tunnel, along with a new road at the Basin Reserve. International firms GHD and Jacobs would
lead design and planning work for a mass public transport system from Wellington Railway Station to the airport. The work is part of the
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$6.4 billion Let's Get Wellington Moving transport programme announced in May last year. LGWM was formed in 2016 after the New
Zealand Transport Agency's plans to build a Basin Reserve flyover were scuppered by a Board of Inquiry a couple of years earlier. The
group is made up of representatives from NZTA, Greater Wellington Regional Council and Wellington City Council, and aims to solve traffic
congestion between Wellington Airport and the Ngauranga Gorge. It revealed its 20-year plan in May - minus a couple of big-ticket items
which failed to secure funding - but work on major projects is not expected to start for several years. Despite revealing the plan almost a
year ago, the preferred technology and route for the mass transit system is yet to be determined. It is expected to cost up to $2.2b, but no
funding has yet been set aside for the project, with early business case work scheduled to begin early next year. The proposed route in the
LGWM plan runs from Wellington Railway Station along the waterfront quays, up Taranaki St, and past the Basin Reserve to Newtown and
the airport. It is expected to be completed sometime after 2029. A solution for the congested Basin Reserve roundabout on State Highway
1 is said to to include a tunnel under Sussex St, while the extra Mt Victoria tunnel would run adjacent to the existing two-lane tunnel. The
Basin project, which includes changes to the road layout by 2024, is expected to cost $190m, while the Mt Victoria tunnel, including
widening Ruahine St and Wellington Rd, is forecast to cost $700m. Work on both projects is scheduled to get under way within the next 10
years. Wellington Mayor Andy Foster said the awarding of contracts for the projects was a significant step in the programme. "Awarding
contracts for investigation of the mass transit and state highway work to a consortium of companies with such extensive local and
international experience and expertise is fantastic." Greater Wellington Regional Council chair Daran Ponter said Wellingtonians would be
pleased to see detailed planning work finally getting under way. "We're keen to understand how mass transit will integrate with the
region's public transport network and bring ratepayers and customers more choice when accessing key regional destinations such as the
hospital and airport."
Source: Stuff. 11 March 2020. https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/120176398/wellingtons-transport-plans-inch-forward-with-awarding-ofcontracts-for-mass-transit-and-state-highway-projects
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Rapid transit, Mt Vic tunnel, Basin Reserve: LGWM continues searching for options
News from Let’s Get Wellington Moving
Work to identify the best options for mass rapid transit and state highway improvements is set to begin, as part of the next phase of the
$6.4 billion Let’s Get Wellington Moving (LGWM) programme. Contracts for the next stage of engineering, design, and planning work on
the two largest projects in LGWM have been awarded with business case work to start immediately. The indicative business case for the
strategic highway improvements project will identify preferred options for unlocking the Basin Reserve and providing an extra Mt Victoria
tunnel, and the mass rapid transit business case will inform decisions about the type of mass rapid transit and the preferred route.
“Getting these projects off the ground is a significant step for Let’s Get Wellington Moving. The rapid transit and state highway
improvements projects are the pillars of this city-shaping programme, which will move more people with fewer vehicles through the
city,” Transport Minister Phil Twyford said. “We know that modern cities of any scale must integrate rapid transit and public transport
alongside the roads and motorways if they want to escape chronic congestion – that’s what LGWM will do. “These business cases will
provide central and local government partners with information to make key decisions on these projects as part of the wider Let’s Get
Wellington Moving programme, including sequencing,” Mr Twyford said. Wellington Mayor Andy Foster says: “It’s great that we have
taken another significant step towards delivering our Let’s Get Wellington Moving promises and programme of work. Awarding contracts
for investigation of the Mass Transit and State Highway work to a consortium of companies with such extensive local and international
experience and expertise is fantastic. I particularly want to hear their views on issues such as route, mode, timing and cost and how all the
different components fit together.” Daran Ponter, Chair of Greater Wellington Regional Council says: “This is a huge undertaking for
Greater Wellington, the City Council and Government. Wellingtonians will be pleased to finally see the detailed planning work underway
and will look forward to hearing updates during the course of the year. We’re keen to understand how mass transit will integrate with the
region’s public transport network and bring ratepayers and customers more choice when accessing key regional destinations such as the
hospital and airport.” The contract for the state highway work has been awarded to a team with extensive experience in New Zealand
infrastructure projects from Aurecon and Future Group (a consortium of Stantec, Jasmax, WSP and Boffa Miskell). The contract for the
mass rapid transit work has been awarded to a strong international team, supported by local experts from GHD and Jacobs. This initial
business case work is expected to be completed in early 2021. The estimated combined investment in mass rapid transit and state
highway improvements will be $3 billion. Let’s Get Wellington Moving is a partnership the between Wellington City Council, the
Wellington Regional Council, and the NZ Transport Agency. LGWM’s vision is to build a great harbour city, accessible to all, with attractive
places, shared streets, and efficient local and regional journeys.
Source: Scoop. 11 March 2020. http://wellington.scoop.co.nz/?p=126400
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Five hours without a rest ‘unsafe’ for Wellington bus drivers and passengers
Wellington bus drivers are regularly missing legally-required rest breaks, which one driver says is leading to exhaustion and putting
passengers at risk. It has been 10 months since Employment Relations Act reforms became law, requiring employers to provide a
minimum 10 minute, paid rest break. But timesheets seen by Stuff show Wellington bus company Tranzit has regularly scheduled rest
breaks at the very end of the day or directly before unpaid lunch breaks, meaning drivers worked for as much as five hours hours without
stopping. A memorandum of understanding between bus companies and Tramways union, which represents bus drivers, gave companies
a one-year grace period after the legislation came into effect to organise schedules to fit the rest breaks. That ends on May 6, 2020. The
new law requires companies to schedule breaks at a reasonable time, with a rest or lunch break roughly every two hours. One Tranzit bus
driver, who Stuff has chosen not to name, said the lack of rest breaks made him feel unsafe on the road. In one example he was scheduled
to drive continuously for almost 5½ hours, from 2pm until 7:25pm. The 10-minute rest break was scheduled from 7:25pm until 7:35pm,
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the end of his shift. Over that time, he drove 11 different routes. There was never more than four minutes scheduled between the end of
one route and the start of the next. "It's not like driving a truck from here to Palmerston North. This is starting, stopping, picking up
passengers, dealing with customers. You're dealing with busy traffic for that length of time ... This is very intense. Everything is intense. It
demands a huge amount of concentration." For comparison, long-distance truckers are required to not drive for more than 5½ hours
unbroken. "Once you get in the bus, adrenaline kicks in to keep you going. But you are tired, you're exhausted … I'm not alone, all of the
drivers complain about this." AA road safety spokesperson Dylan Thomsen said general recommendations were that drivers should take a
break every two hours. "Fatigue is a genuine safety issue. There are estimates that 10 to 20 per cent of crashes every year involve fatigue.
It's a really significant factor. "Ultimately it’s a bit of commonsense," Thomsen said. "People can judge for themselves when they start to
feel tired and not alert. If you feel the need to, you should pull over." However, with strict
minute-by-minute schedules that must be adhered to, bus drivers don't have that option of
stopping when tired. When asked it if it was safe for drivers to work for upwards of four
hours without breaks, Tranzit declined to answer the question. "Introducing this legislation
into an urban bus network is extremely complex," Transport and Operations Director Keven
Snelgrove said. "Tranzurban is continuing to work with the Greater Wellington Regional
Council, other bus operators and driver representatives across the region as well as the
Ministry of Transport and NZTA to work through these complexities." Bus companies must
submit their new scheduling arrangements to Tramways union for approval before the May
6 deadline, but there are doubts over whether that deadline will be met. Stuff understands
a draft proposal from NZ Bus was rejected by Tramways union because it would have
moved a number of staff onto part-time work or increased split shifts. NZ Bus did not
respond to a request for comment.
(Left: Perhaps a new Hanover message like these needs to be developed?)
Source: Stuff. 14 March 2020. https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/news/wellington/120268165/five-hours-without-a-rest-unsafe-forwellington-bus-drivers-and-passengers
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Additional cleaning rolled out to Wellington public transport
Wellington's trains and buses will continue to run as normal despite the ongoing risk of coronavirus. In a statement, Metlink said it was
rolling out additional cleaning measures in the hope of easing passenger concerns. Train carriages and driver cabs will be cleaned every
day, with a focus on handrails and buttons. Air conditioning filters will be replaced once a week. For buses, daily cleaning will be
performed on all touch surfaces and driver cabs, and air conditioning filters cleaned every day. Ferries will be cleaned twice a day. Greater
Wellington Regional Council chairman Daran Ponter said they were also considering taking cash out of the system. Research has suggested
SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes the disease Covid-19, can survive on metal, glass, and plastic surfaces for as long as nine days. The World
Health Organisation has said disinfecting touched surfaces is essential in reducing the spread of coronavirus. Metlink said they would
continue to follow direction from the Ministry of Health and the NZ Transport Agency. There has not yet been any direction from
government that people should avoid public transport, despite similar warnings overseas. "At the moment in New Zealand it's perfectly
safe to travel in public transport, there's no doubt about that," said Pim Borren, the chief executive of the Bus and Coach Association.
Source: Stuff. 18 March 2020. https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/health/coronavirus/120361198/coronavirus-additional-cleaning-rolledout-to-wellington-public-transport
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Public transport could start rejecting cash payments
Public transport commuters could soon find their money is no good, as operators consider cutting down on cash over coronavirus
concerns. Greater Wellington Regional Council is considering cutting the use of cash on buses and requiring all payments to be made
through Snapper card. A Metlink spokesperson confirmed the move was on the cards, but would await advice from the Ministry of Health
(MoH) or NZTA. Auckland Transport was not turning down cash payments but said it would be encouraging greater use of the AT HOP
card, which is currently used on 93 per cent of bus trips. Otago Regional Council and Environment Canterbury also indicated they would
wait on instruction from NZTA. An NZTA spokesperson said they were taking passenger and staff safety seriously. "We are working closely
with councils and their public transport operators to ensure that best practices are followed," a spokesperson said. "Current advice from
MoH is that while reducing instances of cash handling may assist, basic hygiene measures are the most important way to stop the spread
of infections . . . " (Abridged)
Source: Stuff. 18 March 2020. https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/health/coronavirus/120371549/coronavirus-public-transport-could-startrejecting-cash-payments
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Metlink removes cash sales from buses, trains, and stations
News from Wellington Regional Council
To stay one step ahead of COVID-19 and give our passengers and staff more peace of mind, Metlink will be removing all cash sales from
trains, buses and stations as of Monday, March 23. “On Metlink’s rail network, ticket checking and cash sales will be removed from trains
and train stations, moving to EFTPOS only at staffed stations,” Greater Wellington Regional Council Chair Daran Ponter says. To encourage
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train customers to make the leap to EFTPOS, there will be a 50 per cent
discount on all monthly passes during April, May and June. “Ten-trip and
single tickets will also continue to be sold but we will ask customers to cross
off each trip themselves under an honesty policy. These tickets will be
available from staffed stations and will also need to be purchased using
EFTPOS. “Any customers buying a monthly pass for April will be able to start
using it in March. Aside from occasional spot checks at railway stations, we
will be trusting customers to have the right ticket to travel,” Cr Ponter says.
Similarly, for the health and safety of bus drivers and passengers
throughout the region, cash payments will be removed from all Metlink
buses and we are asking customers to use a Snapper card. “We understand
the move from cash to Snapper is new for a small number of customers and we
would like to support them as best we can, so from 23-30 March any passenger boarding a bus without a Snapper card will be
given a Snapper card preloaded with $5,” Cr Ponter says. There will be no changes in the use of SuperGold Cards on Metlink trains and
buses. “Public transport is an essential part of keeping our country running at this time. Metlink and Greater Wellington continue to take
advice from the Ministry of Health and the NZ Transport Agency and the health and safety of both our staff and customers is the most
important thing. “I want to thank all of our customers for their patience during this difficult time and for continuing to work with us as
things evolve,” Cr Ponter says.
Source: Metlink. 19 March 2020. https://www.metlink.org.nz/news/covid-19-metlink-removes-cash-sales-from-buses-trains-and-stations/
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Honesty is the new policy in fight against virus on public transport
Honesty is the new policy as coronavirus forces Wellington regional commuters to 'clip' their own tickets on trains. A new cashless
regime, to cut contact between passengers and staff, will see no staff clipping tickets, or cash sales on trains from March 23. It comes as
patronage on public buses drops across the region. Prices for monthly passes in April, May and June would be cut by half, and sold only by
eftpos at staffed stations, Greater Wellington Regional Council chair Daran Ponter said. He said 10-trip and single tickets would be sold, by
eftpos only, "but we will ask customers to cross off each trip themselves under an honesty policy". Aside from "occasional spot-checks at
railway stations" Greater Wellington would be trusting customers to have the right ticket to travel. Ponter said the council had to trust in
people's honesty. "Wellington is full of public servants, they're pretty honest. But we will soon find out." He said there would be a "small
percentage" of people who did not mark off tickets. "God help those people caught out by their fellow travelling public, because I
think the rest of them will give them a piece of their mind." Some staff could remain on trains performing duties such as opening doors
and checking monthly passes, which could be held up and sighted without contact. "But certainly we don't want clippies actually physically
taking the tickets." Exact train patronage was difficult to track, but electronic ticketing on buses had shown immediate declines this week,
he said. "On the bus system for the region as a whole, we dropped 9 per cent on Monday, 12 per cent on Tuesday, and 15 per cent on
Wednesday, in comparison for the same day in the previous week." Ponter said Greater Wellington had been in discussions with the NZ
Transport Agency, which provided the public transport subsidy. There was an understanding the Government "has our back", he said. "In
time" there could be discussions with the Government about a financial support package, similar, but on a smaller scale, to its support for
Air New Zealand. Ponter could not rule out that some stage there could be a decision to shut down public transport altogether. "That
would be a call for central Government to make by the Ministry of Health, and we would immediately heed that instruction, if it comes."
Commuter Ian Cameron, who travelled daily from the Kāpiti Coast to central Wellington, said he made the jump from trains to car this
week as a safety measure. There appeared to be similar numbers on the train at the start of the week before he switched, but the
"atmosphere" had changed, he said. "Everyone was scared to cough on each other...you do still have to sit close, you can't avoid it. I was
trying to sit at the back of a clump of seats, so they can't breathe on me, but invariably somebody sits beside you." Meanwhile buses were
switching to cashfree payments as well. Cash payments would no longer be accepted on Metlink buses and only Snapper cards would be
used. People switching to Snapper for the first time would be given a card preloaded with $5 from March 23 to March 30. There would be
no changes in the use of SuperGold Cards on Metlink trains and buses. "I want to thank all of our customers for their patience during this
difficult time and for continuing to work with us as things evolve," Ponter said. Aucklanders would also no longer be able to pay cash on
public transport buses in a bid to limit physical contact amid the coronavirus outbreak. Auckland Transport said those trying to pay cash
would be given a free ATHOP card for future use from March 23.
Source: Stuff. 20 March 2020. https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/health/coronavirus/120434469/coronavirus-honesty-is-the-new-policy-infight-against-virus-on-public-transport
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Cancelled bus services across Wellington as at-risk drivers asked to stand down
Scores of Wellington bus drivers aged over 70 have been asked to stand down from Monday, cancelling many services across the network.
Greater Wellington Regional Council chair Daran Ponter said the move was in response to new public safety coronavirus measures
announced by Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern on Saturday. Ardern advised people over 70 and those with immune or respiratory
conditions to stay home as efforts ramp up to contain the spread of coronavirus. About 60 of Wellington's 500 bus drivers - or 12 per cent
- are over 70, meaning passengers can expect cancellations in the coming weeks. However, Ponter expected public transport usage would
"drop through the floor" from Monday as more people stay at home, so the cancellations would have minimal impact. Services with the
lowest average patronage would likely be the first cut, but the council was still working through the details. Asking older drivers to step
down was one option being discussed in a series of meetings involving the country's regional councils, bus operators, New Zealand
Transport Agency, the Ministry of Transport, the Ministry of Education, and Civil Defence, Ponter said. Finalising a way forward in response
to the new measures would be a challenging task, he said. New Zealand is under alert level two of a four-level threat system announced
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on Saturday, and that meant physical distancing on public transport. Transport Minister Phil Twyford called for people across the country
to use common sense as they observed the two-metre distancing rule advised by the Ministry of Health. Further discussions would take
place on Monday about the most practical way to keep public transport operating. There was no need for a public transport boycott,
Twyford said. "It's still safe to use public transport if you're well, and I really want to reinforce that." A Metlink spokesperson said bus
patronage had dropped by 20 per cent by Thursday and Friday last week, and was expected to drop even further following Saturday's
announcement. Passengers would be expected to observe social distancing guidelines, and drivers would be expected to enforce them. "It
may be that people can't get on the first bus that comes along. "We really need people to bear with us and are asking for people's help
and patience." Notices would be put inside buses to advise people of the new guidelines, the spokesperson said. The council had recently
stepped up its cleaning and sanitising of public transport vehicles, and would not be accepting cash fares from Monday. Twyford said it
was up to each organisation to set its own policies in line with ministry guidelines.
Source: Stuff. 23 March 2020. https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/120473888/coronavirus-cancelled-bus-services-across-wellington-asatrisk-drivers-asked-to-stand-down
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From Wed 25 March - Sunday services across all public transport modes
In response to the Prime Minister’s address today on raised COVID-19 levels, Metlink will be moving to Sunday services across all public
transport modes from Wednesday 25 March. Metlink GM Scott Gallacher says, that while there are still a number of issues to work out, all
trains and buses will move to Sunday services after Tuesday. “We’ll work to deliver to the current timetables across the network
tomorrow but from first thing Wednesday morning, Sunday timetables will be implemented,” says Mr Gallacher. Buses will no longer
board from the front door. Metlink apologises to customers who rely on the accessibility options provided at the front door and
encourages customers to find out more about Total Mobility services during this time by calling 0800 801 700. Customers will be
encouraged to continue their own physical distancing practices on all trains and buses, leaving a space next to them where they can.
Source: Metlink. 23 March 2020.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Wellington bus and rail services free until June
Wellington bus and rail services will be free until June, while e-scooters will be pulled from the streets during the Covid-19 shutdown.
Public transport will continue to be available for essential service workers and to allow people to access supermarkets, pharmacies and
health facilities. The decision to remove costs was part of Metlink's national response to Covid-19 Alert Level Four, its general manager
Scott Gallacher said. Buses will move to Sunday timetables from Wednesday, with passengers no longer boarding from the front door. Rail
services will move to a special weekend timetable; however the Melling line will not be running. The Wairarapa line will be replaced by
buses from Thursday, with additional services added to the line. Rail passengers will need to board the rear carriages, reserving the front
carriages for the train crew. Ferries will not run during the shutdown expected to last at least four weeks, Metlink says. The Cable Car has
ceased operating until further notice, "principally because patronage has dropped dramatically", Wellington Mayor Andy Foster said.
(Abridged).
Source: Stuff. 24 March 2020. https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/health/coronavirus/120541525/coronavirus-wellington-bus-and-railservices-free-until-june
More information at https://www.metlink.org.nz/news/covid-19-metlink-public-transport-free-until-june/
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CHANGES TO TRANSPORT IN WELLINGTON AT A GLANCE












Buses and suburban trains now operating mainly as per the Sunday timetable
Trains operating with staff in front two carriages and passengers in the other two. Ticket sales
and inspection disbanded
Buses and trains free until June
Entry to buses only by the rear door (hopefully mobility passengers are excepted!)
Capital Connection train between Wellington and Palmerston North – cancelled from 26 March
Train services to/from Masterton replaced by buses
Train services to/from Melling replaced by buses
Cable Car – closed
Harbour ferries – closed
Inter-island Ferries – operating only for movement of freight and essential workers
E-scooters removed from Wellington streets
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Your Comments and
Feedback
“Another great issue. I know the work you must put into this to make it SO
interesting and keeping us up to date with what’s going on in Wellington
and places round the world. Keep up the good work.” Bryan Blanchard, NZ.
“Another good edition. Brisbane last week announced the intention to go for allelectric buses as buses become due for replacement. The style of bus currently used on
all the internal services and some coach runs in the airport are under consideration.”
Garry Ford, Australia.

Amazing photos of old Wellington. An amazing mag. Do enjoy reading over and then
over again. Dion de la Croix, NZ.
“Thanking you Alan and Carole once again. Still do not know how you keep UTW fresh
and interesting. You have brought my black and white images of Bradford to life to
which I am very grateful, as you do with photographs from all that contribute. It's sad
to see the remaining trolleybuses going for future lives as a café or summer houses.
What about operating a City Sightseeing Tour on battery power with some of them
meeting the cruise ships that dock; a captive market not
now able to be exploited. They should offer one gratis to
you for all loyalty to the Wellington trolleybuses over the
years. Make a lovely garden feature to put you
expanding collection of artefacts in, though Carole
would probably not agree. Whilst in an antique shop
in Stamford, Lincolnshire I purchased a Nottingham
City Transport trolleybus request stop plate. The two
photos show the relic and BUT 578 that would have
stopped by it until 1966.Tom Douce should keep up
the poetry, there is plenty of potential. Would be
good to see Foxton and Ferrymead running
trolleybuses keeping alive what New Zealand had
and then lost. How about "Trolleybus Pride" or are
we too late?” Phil Waters, U.K.
Right: Nottingham 578 at the Black Country Museum on 14 June 1992.
“Congratulations on another excellent issue of UTW. The following caught my
eye. P3; The photo of the plane above the buses. P4/5/6; Then and (Almost)
Now, particularly the black and white tram photos. P7; Oddments- the bottom
photo certainly made me . P10; Readers Segment – Interesting letter from Dion de la Croix. P11; Foxton Update - Keeping everything
crossed that trolleybuses return to the town. P12/13/14; A Focus on 353, Looking back at its Life, Year by Year, notably the top photo on
the first page. 353 looks absolutely superb, who would have thought it would have been withdrawn less than a decade later? Also, I echo
the editor's sentiment at the bottom of page 14. Page 17; The cost of electric bus batteries and charging infrastructure being a significant
barrier to the introduction of more electric buses being purchased in New Zealand. If these vehicles are the future, then why is China, the
world's major producer of them extending their present trolleybus systems and opening new ones? Do they know something the rest of the
world doesn't? P20/21; Bradford In Black and White. P24/25; Presumably you meant to write Special Work 662 Remembered, not 639?
[Oops, well spotted Tom – Ed] Reflection of 381 on P25. P26/27/28/29; Around Seatoun, top photo on P26, and photo of 39 on P28,
unusually for a Wellington trolleybus view, this was taken on a Saturday. P31/32; Solingen and Wuppertal Trolleybuses. I have visited
Solingen once, back in July, 1991. This was the first time I had seen a rigid six wheeler trolleybus in public service as well as the only time I
have seen a trolleybus using a turntable. I remember being impressed by the high standard of the "elastic" wiring, this being exemplified by
the sight of two M.A.N.s travelling at high speed side by side northbound on Konrad-Adenauer-Str beneath the double track wiring - a
delight to see! I clicked on the link mentioned on P31. It was to interesting to read that although the trolleybuses in Solingen make up
almost 29% (6 lines out of 21) of the public transport routes, they carry 65% (16.9 million) of the 26 million passengers per annum. This did
not come as any surprise to me.” Tom Douce, U.K.
“Very many thanks for the latest UTW - excellent as ever. Particularly liked the "Then and now", and the views of Kilbirnie. Wellington
trolleybuses could turn up all over New Zealand! I see they hope for 100 electric buses by 2023 did they not realise they had over 60 three
years ago! Lovely views of Bradford; it reminded me of my visit to Bradford from Cheltenham many years ago (1972) to see the final day of
operation when I forgot to take my camera! Keep up the good work.” Peter Blears, U.K.
“A few comments regarding the March issue. Re the City Circular VRTs (page 8), I have a recollection that one of the batches was from
Cumberland Motor Services, a former member of the Tilling Group, nationalised before the creation of the National Bus Company, and
hence whose fleet largely consisted of Bristol/ECW products, both of those companies being nationalised. Showing Miramar as a route 9
(page 11) destination is not incorrect. Before the route 18 Miramar - Karori Campus Connection route was established, for a few years or so
route 9 ran between Miramar and Wellington Station - a sort of cross between the 2 and the 11, running additionally to both those routes
but at a lower frequency - every half hour, Monday-Friday only. (This was before the Aro St route became route 9: it was either when all
routes via Willis St were numbered 7, irrespective of destination; or during the period when Aro St was dieselised, served by routes 43/44
from Khandallah.) The 18 replaced this route between Miramar and Taranaki St, running at the same frequency. Picture A on page 18 is
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Island Bay terminus: the building to the right of the tram is 364 The Parade (then a shop - the verandah is visible through the front of the
tram), now verandah-less and painted white, and the pedestrian crossing is still where it was nearly 60 years ago. Photo B is Aiken St: it
was used by trams laying over, and Sacred Heart Cathedral on Hill St is visible in the background. The bottom photo is interesting because
the Hataitai trolleybus loop is anticlockwise rather than the later clockwise - see UTWs passim. Page 26: Seatoun was accessible by road
before Seatoun tunnel, but only by the tortuous Tio Tio and Awa Rds. Page31: "The World's only Trolleybus Turntable" - according to
Wikipedia there have been four such turntables, none now in use, the others being at Christchurch, on the Bournemouth system (listed by
Heritage England and apparently still extant); Longwood (Huddersfield, replaced by a reversing triangle in 1940 but not removed until the
1980s); and at Guadalajara in Mexico.: Mike Mellor, N.Z.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MOTOR OMNIBUSES OF THE EASTBOURNE BOROUGH
The Omnibus Society has recently reprinted this title which I am
pleased to bring to your attention. Subtitled ‘The story of the buses
and ferries that served the Eastbourne Borough from 1 January to
October 1992’, this 44-page A5 booklet by David Jones and John
Lawes is a fascinating history of the transport that served the area.
As well as the detailed text concerning the history of the company
and its buses, the publication has drawings of the buses and ferries
and contains a full fleet list of all the vehicles. Today, buses still run
regularly to and from Eastbourne, serviced by NZ Bus and they
continue to use the bus garage opened in 1939. A great read – one of
twelve in the O B Monograph Series.
The booklet is available from:

The Omnibus Society
5 Bidwill Street
Mt Cook
Wellington 6021

$15.00 including postage

Overseas customers should email: obnz3583@gmail.com regarding
international postage rates and arranging payment.
Other titles that may interest:

Below: There have been six vehicles in the Eastbourne fleet that have borne the
number 2. Here is one of them, a 1954 Leyland Tiger Cub, photographed in late 1963.
Photos: Henry Brittain collection. Dates unknown.

Above: The Dennis marque managed just one bus in the
Eastbourne fleet and this is it, a 1953 Dennis Falcon,
photographed outside the Old Government building in Bunny
Street.
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ODDMENTS – from Bryan Blanchard

A quartet of Dunedin B.U.T. trolleybuses lined up in the sunshine at the depot in 1978. Included is the notable “Tiger Tea” liveried bus #10,
which went on to be preserved and is now on display in the Otago Settlers’ Museum. The end came for electric traction in this southern
city four years later in 1982.
Right: Bryan also sent me this photograph. He was
unable to give any details as to when or where it was
taken. I can identify the trolleybus on the right,
Auckland #4, one of the four Leyland trolleybuses new
in 1938 and used on the Farmers department store
free bus circuit from Queen Street to Hobson Street.
However, the others are more of a mystery.
Withdrawn from service in 1967, Auckland 4 is
preserved by the Tramway Historical Society at
Ferrymead in Christchurch. The trolley on the extreme
left is therefore probably their English Electric 210 but
what of the bus in the middle? I look forward to
someone filling in the gaps, which usually happens.

Left: Yet another photograph that Bryan has no
information for. Auckland Regional Authority B.U.T. 50
introduced in 1953 ran until withdrawal in 1977. It is
currently part of the vehicle stock list at the Museum of
Transport & Technology (M.O.T.A.T.) in Auckland. Is it
parked somewhere on their grounds? No doubt someone
will be able to identify the location.

Right: A number of readers have commented how much they enjoy
the tram images. Here is Fiducia 251, the second to last tram to
operate, boarding passengers in 1964. The location isn’t clear to me
so once again I throw this challenge over to the readership.
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Left: This is Pirie Street in Mt Victoria with a
double saloon heading east towards the Hataitai
tunnel with a 2 to Hataitai. British cars dominate
the parking spots.

Right: Another double saloon, another Route
2 to Hataitai. The tram has just turned left
off Kent Terrace into Elizabeth Street. The
clue to this location is the Cambridge Hotel
in the background and the statue of Queen
Victoria. Both are still with us in 2020.

Left: This photograph was originally a colour slide but
the quality wasn’t the best. However, the occasion
was important; the last day of tram operation in
Wellington, 2 May 1964, so I have converted it to
black and white. Trams once ran along Cuba Street
into Hankey Street. Here is 252 leaving Hankey Street
and joining Taranaki Street to continue on the last
couple of kilometres to Newtown. When the
trolleybuses finished in 2017 there was hardly a
glimmer of interest by comparison.

Right: Finally, we return to Dunedin to the days of trams and
trolleybuses. Can anyone identify the location of tram 51 en route
to St Clair?
Photos: Bryan Blanchard collection.
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ATHENS TROLLEYBUSES (and railways)
Roger Davies reports from a recent trip to the Greek capital
Athens, the capital of Greece has an impressive trolleybus system claiming 22 lines over 390 km using a fleet of 366 buses and carrying 86
million people a year. With the city’s notorious pollution it is likely secure until full electric buses can offer a comparable solution. It
started as two separate systems, one in Athens itself and the other in the adjoining port city of Piraeus. The two systems were officially
joined in 1988 and are regarded as one but, despite through running being possible, they still run pretty much separately. Piraeus has its
own network of local services, including the 20 which runs around a coastal peninsula affording lovely views, operated out of a depot in
Nea Faliro. Piraeus was first off the mark taking ten short four wheel buses intending to start around 1940. The German invasion in World
War II stopped it and, following liberation, only seven buses remained and they commenced operation in 1948. Athens followed in 1953
and the early fleet included some ex Italian vehicles with right hand drive. This was not uncommon in Italian service vehicles like road
sweepers and buses so drivers could pull up close to kerbs. Then Greece did a trade deal with Russia covering trolleybuses in exchange for
oranges. The fleet became all Russian standard ZIUs painted orange, it is said, in recognition of the deal. They were always referred to as
“Athens yellow trolleybuses” but they were most definitely orange. When Greece joined the European Union, it began to benefit from EU
policy of investment to bring all member states up to the same level of infrastructure. Then Athens was awarded the2004 Olympics. It is
somewhat doubtful if the Olympic Games actually deliver the financial gains they promise but they can have a lasting effect on public
transport. Since the 1996 Atlanta Games, the Olympics have been very much public transport based. Unfortunately, strict Olympic rules
forbid any advertising, vehicles hired in even have to remove identity logos, so the industry has never received the recognition it deserves
for its role in these events. In Athens, the role fell to the existing operators and massive new investment. At the time, trolleybuses were
run by ILPAP, literally “electric buses of Athens”, the buses by a company called ETHEL and a cross city rather quaint train, the Athens
Piraeus railway. Two new companies were set up, Athens Metro to build two new Metro lines including a link to the brand new airport at
Spata and upgrade the Athens Piraeus railway to Metro. The other was Athens trams to build a new tramway. On the bus front, the fleet
was renewed including a fleet of hybrids painted green. The trolleybus fleet was totally renewed with 104 each of Neoplans and Van Hools
followed by further Neoplans. These were a revised design, 91 rigids and 51 artics, Apparently Neoplan gave them one extra of each as a
thank you. The new buses introduced a striking new livery that really was yellow with blue trim. The 366 was made up by 16 ZIUs gaining
this livery, but I doubt they still survive. The Metro is a wonder being dug through some of the most important archaeological sites in the
world and many stations display artefacts uncovered during construction. The tramway is a bit of a puzzle, it links the city with the coast
an area of yacht marinas and the sort of high end shops associated with such things. Many think it should have been a trolleybus. Still,
impressively, the tramway was built in two years. There is also a suburban railway following the Athens peripheral motorway, the Attica
Odos stretching as far as Corinth and replacing the Athens end on the metre gauge Peloponnese rail system. The 2008 financial crisis hit
Greece hard and the EU was less than helpful. One consequence was the amalgamation of all the separate companies into OSYSA, the
overall transport authority that had been set up in 1997. There has been virtually no new investment since apart from some new metro
trains. Schemes not completed like the full electrification of the suburban railway and its full extension across the Peloponesse, stalled.
Service reductions have taken place and it is unlikely the full trolleybus fleet is still required. However, Greece is showing signs of a new
confidence and, hopefully, the trolleybuses will share that.
Left: A suburban railway train in Kineta west of Athens.

Right: One of the 104 Van Hool trolleybuses in typical historic
central Athens surroundings at Acropoli.

Left: An early type Neoplan trolleybus, one of 104, at the same
location. These are known locally as “Camelbacks” because of their
humps. The poles are known as “ariels”.

18

Left: The central Athens tram terminus in
Syntagma
Square
opposite
the
Parliament - somewhat basic.

Right: The Athens Pireaus railway
threads through ancient remains in the
Monistraki district, the Acropolis is on
the skyline. Sadly, Greek trains suffer
terribly from graffiti vandalism.

Below: A metro train at Athens airport.
These are a special fleet that interwork
with a local metro part way along the
line.

Right: A ZIU on a wet day in Piraeus.
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Left: A Neoplan
camelback and a
ZIU. This one, 5077,
is now preserved at
the Carlton Coalville
trolleybus museum
in England.

Right: The rear of a ZIU and a ticket sales kiosk built by the
trolleybus company.

Left: One of the later 91 type Neoplan trolleybuses.

Right: All ZIUs were adorned with this fleet name plate reading ILPAP. They were not
transferred to new buses so this one was transferred to my house.

Left: In addition to standard and metre gauge
railways, Greece also has a narrow gauge rack
railway on the Peloponnese climbing steeply
up to Kalivrita. Here’s one at the upper
terminus.
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FAREWELL TO 352
Left and below: 352 left Kilbirnie for the
last time on 5 March 2020 on its way to
become a coffee and pie cart. I
understand this trolleybus is destined
for New Plymouth. Good to see that the
bus looks intact, complete with poles
which will add to its interest.
Incidentally, 352 turned out to be the
very last trolleybus I saw in action,
departing the Interchange for Island Bay
just after 7.00pm on 31 October 2017.
Photos: Wayne Henry.

In further news regarding the Designline disposals, reports
suggest that 384 (originally announced as being given to
M.O.T.A.T.) has now been donated by Coastal Bus and Coach
to Foxton Trolleybus Museum, with 366 going to M.O.T.A.T.
This means that the very last trolleybus to run in service will
now remain within reach of Wellington rather than going to
Auckland.

Left: 352 in happier times and unspoiled by
any advertising. On 21 December 2009 it
climbs Crawford Road heading towards
Newtown while working a Route 3 to Karori
Park.

Right: On 27 March 2015 the trolleybus was recorded in Broadway, Strathmore on its way
to Seatoun on Route 11.
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A FOCUS ON 354 - LOOKING BACK AT ITS LIFE, YEAR BY YEAR
The on-going series about the Designline fleet - this month we remember 354.

Left: We begin our journey with 354 on 4 March
2009. As is usual in this series, this was my first
record of the trolleybus in service. It is looking in
pristine condition so was probably introduced to
service close to this date. The photograph was
taken in Lambton Quay by Midland Park as 354
returns to the Railway Station from Kingston.

Right: During the redevelopment of Manners Street to a predominantly bus
thoroughfare in 2010, outbound buses were diverted away from the area and many
travelled from Willis Street via Wakefield Street and Taranaki Street to rejoin the main
route at the corner of Taranaki Street and Courtenay Place. However, trolleybuses
travelling to Newtown Park and Seatoun needed their poles dropped in lower Taranaki
Street and travelled on battery power across the intersection ahead as wiring didn’t
allow this move. In this view taken on 8 November 2010, a “depoler” especially
employed for the temporary activity is seen dropping 354’s poles so it can continue its
journey to Seatoun.

Left: This not particularly inspiring view of 354
was for some unknown reason the only record I
have of the trolleybus at work in 2011. Even its
destination is unknown. It was photographed
heading south in Customhouse Quay at the
intersection of Lambton Quay, Willis Street and
Willeston Street on 28 October 2011.

Right: The era of the “clean look” was now over. 354 had a large
advertisement for the ANZ Bank applied to its off-side during 2012
and on 29 November that year was photographed climbing
Crawford Road between Kilbirnie and Newtown with a Route 11
from Seatoun to the Railway Station.
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Left: Like then or loathe them, advertisements
on their bus fleet certainly earned NZ Bus
additional revenue. On 15 August 2013, 354
was advertising another bank – Kiwibank, one
not owned by Australians. Here, the trolleybus
turns at the Interchange to start a trip out to
Miramar.

Right: It looks as though 354 was a favourite for
adorning with large ads! On 1 April 2014 it was
carrying a promotional advert to attract people to
travel to Auckland. At least Wellington still had
trolleybuses to interest those that way inclined! Here
is 354 in Rotherham Terrace, Miramar, returning to
the Railway Station.

Left: The final season of Downton Abbey was about to
screen on NZ television and 354 played its part in bringing
that to the attention of Wellingtonians (as if fans didn’t
know!). On 14 October 2015 the trolleybus was being
used for driver training and was recorded in Waitoa Road,
Hataitai with the trainee about to experience perhaps
their first trip through the Hataitai tunnel. Trainees would
still be able to enjoy two years at the wheel of these
buses before the axe fell on the trolleybus network.

Right: 352 and 342 pass at the lower end of Rintoul Street while operating Route 1
services to/from Island Bay on 21 September 2016. With cars parked on both sides of the
street it was frequently challenging for trolleybus drivers when they encountered one
another in this street. 354 is wearing a large ad for American Airlines.
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Right: You are going to have to believe me; this IS 354 having just entered the
eastern portal of Hataitai tunnel. It was returning to the city on a Route 2 from
Miramar on 24 February 2017.

Above: A scene many of us would have liked to have been able to see for years to
come – but alas not. Six Designlines lay over at the Interchange on 4 September 2017
with 354 nearest to the camera just right of centre.

Left: The last but one photograph that I took
of 354 in service on 31 October 2017. The last
advertisement it wore was for a power
company, ironic when the supposed downfall
of the system in Wellington was to do with
power sub-stations. In brilliant sunshine the
bus starts its climb up Bowen Street on a trip
to Karori Park.

Right: 354 ended up being one of four Designlines that were
stored at Kaori depot rather than at Kilbirnie where the majority
are still kept. 347, 364 and 366 being the other three. Here is 354
on 2 July 2019 having just been moved to a different park,
pushed by the Shiftman truck.
Photo: Peter Coventry.

354.

2009-2017

What will its future hold?
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HERE AND THERE

Left: Tranzurban’s BCI double-decker
3502 emerged in March wearing, once
again an all-over promotion for the Pulse
(Wellington’s) netball team. The same
bus appeared in 2019 advertising the
Pulse though this year’s vinyl is different
to last’s. The bus was photographed in
the TU Grenada depot on 11 March
2020. Unfortunately the advertising
didn’t bring the response that was hoped
for as all sporting events were either
cancelled or postponed due to the
momentous upheaval COVID-19 brought.

Right: Another UTW “first” - one of Dunedin’s cable trams. The
location is a mystery to me so if any reader can help in identifying
what looks to be the start of the run? There is some interesting
information on the cable trams at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dunedin_cable_tramway_system
Photo: Bryan Blanchard.

Below: A historic photograph from the camera of Graeme
Bennett. This is Crossley 1 being shunted along Onepu Road by a
forklift (!) from one part of Kilbirnie depot to another. The
trolleybus has an interesting sign on its front; Temporary Shelter
During Reconstruction. This is hardly the sort of activity that could
be performed today with the level of traffic in the street.
However, the question is why was the trolleybus being used as a
temporary shelter and what was under reconstruction. Other
photographs in the series I received shows the bus’s interior
gutted. The poles have also been removed. Sadly, none of the
Wellington Crossleys were saved. Information on this welcome.

25

SPECIAL WORK 663 REMEMBERED
Continuing the series on special work that once graced the overhead
in Wellington. This month we feature Crossing 663, situated in
Karori Road at the intersection with Morley Street.
*Switches started with the number 4, Merges with 5 and crossings with 6.

Right: Crossing 663 hung in Karori Road. Trolleybuses leaving the local
depot would have to travel to Karori Park to start their run. On leaving
Morley Street they would travel through the city-bound wires (crossing
663) and then join the westbound wires via a trailing merge. On 6 April
2018 the wires had fallen silent. Special work, plates and overhead
remain awaiting the arrival of the decommissioning team.

Left: This view of the intersection’s special
work shows plate 663, the crossing and the
Morley Street merge (plate 565) with the
wires to Karori Park. 8 May 2014.

Right: Designline prototype 302, introduced in 2005 climbs the small rise in Morley
Street having just left the nearby Karori depot and approaches Karori Road where it will
turn right and travel to the terminus. The yellow 15kph warning signs to drivers about
the crossing and merge can be seen hanging from the span wires.

Left: The end is nigh. On 16 May 2018 the special work and plate
remained but the overhead to it had been cut and removed. The
wires running through the photograph are those used once from
Karori Park towards the city.
Plate 663 was saved from ending up as scrap and was kindly donated to me
by Wellington Cable Car Ltd and is now part of my memorabilia collection.
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NEW PLYMOUTH CROSSLEY #3
D.L.A Turner writes: Returning from taking some photographs at the New Plymouth Locomotive Depot, I decided to take
some city street scenes in New Plymouth (in monochrome) as was my practice at the time. Some included their trolleybuses
at work. I had one last image on a roll of 35 mm Kodachrome film that I was sharing with my good friend Dick Barker, when
suddenly out came the sun, allowing me to record the image (below) from long ago (September 1965). The system closed a
couple of years later on 7 October 1967. Years later in 1999, I photographed #3 in Stout Street in Wellington during the
gathering of trolleybuses from all of the New Zealand systems during what proved to be a unique and one-off event. New
Plymouth trolleybus #3 is now preserved at the Trolleybus Museum in the Ferrymead Heritage Park.
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YUTONG EV ARRIVES FOR TRIAL
A Yutong ZK6131HG1 single-decker EV arrived in Wellington on 14 March. Built in 2019, the thirty-seven seater blue and
silver bus had recently been trialled by Ritchies Transport and has now moved to the Capital for similar use with
Tranzurban. On Sunday 15 March it was being used as part of the pool of buses on rail replacement duties between
Porirua and Waikanae stations.
Reader, David Donald received a tip-off from your editor that the bus was in his vicinity and so he decided to take the opportunity of a
trial ride from Waikanae to Porirua. “I was very impressed with its smoothness and acceleration although it was a bit rattly on some of the
not so smooth bits coming out of
Waikanae. When I reached Porirua,
RT1486 (still wearing its Ritchies fleet
number) terminated having reached
400km, its maximum distance. I was
very impressed with the tip-top
condition of this bus considering it
had already had several companies
trialling it. The driver handled it with
ease and was really enjoying the
experience,
more
so
than
Tranzurban’s two- axle EV doubledeckers.”

Right: Awaiting departure from
Porirua Station for another 80km
round trip to Waikanae on 15 March
2020. Note the lengthy side mirrors.
The battery pack and air conditioning
unit is in the roof space.

Left: The wording on
the side of the bus
reads This zero
emission bus trial is
supported by Yutong
and J W Diesel. As
David noted, the bus
is still in very good
external condition.

Right: A rear view reveals the same wording plus the make and model number and the fleet number,
RT1486, allocated while working for Ritchies Transport. It is understood this will be removed while
performing its trial in Wellington.*
*The bus has since been renumbered 3889 in Tranzurban’s numbering.
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WELLINGTON’S FORMER DEPOTS
Having a bus depot, or in Wellington’s case two bus depots in the central city once enabled the minimum of dead
running to the start of a shift, unlike today when most of NZ Bus’s fleet is stabled at Kilbirnie with Tranzurban’s at
Rongotai or Grenada. However, Wellington City Transport once had a presence in Cable Street (now covered by the huge
Museum of New Zealand - Te Papa Tongarewa) and at the nearby Wakefield Street depot (now the site of a large New
World supermarket). Cable Street was the original depot for trolleybuses when they only ran to Roseneath and
Wadestown and peak hour to Aotea Quay, whilst both diesel and trolleybuses could be found at Wakefield Street depot.
Both premises closed in the early 1990s and the sites were quickly redeveloped. When passing the area today it is hard
to imagine that this part of the city was once very much alive with bus movements and now sees very few.

Left: A glimpse through an
opening into the Cable Street
depot yard taken in June 1990
during the twilight years of its
operation. Leyland Leopards
dominate the scene.

Photos:
The Markus Lang Collection.

Right: This is Wakefield Street depot with the
photograph taken circa 1983-1984. Left to
right: B.U.T. 118, B.U.T. 42 and Crossley 3.
Entry was at the rear by the Travelodge Hotel
in Oriental Parade and the exit into Chaffers
Street and then out into Wakefield Street
which ran along one boundary.

Left: A rather forlorn looking B.U.T 20 awaits its fate in December 1983.
Below: Volvos 205 and 225 display the two liveries of the age in June
1992, the last year before the depot closed. The New World
supermarket opened on the site on 17 November 1993.
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REMEMBERING THOSE BLACK AND WHITE DAYS

More black and
white memories
from the camera of
Graham Stewart.

Left: A well-filled Crossley
heads
north
along
Waterloo Quay, passing
Bunny Street on its left
and the Hotel Waterloo.
The trolleybus is working
one of the short Route 16
runs to Aotea Quay. The
hotel remains today.

Right: On a grim looking
day, a B.U.T. stops to pick
up
a
passenger
in
Waterloo Quay as it heads
to Courtenay Place. All
these buildings have been
swept away over the
years.

Below: Probably taken on the same day, this is possibly Crossley 2 making its way to the Aotea Quay terminus. Just about every vehicle is
of British origin, including the trolleybus.
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Left: This view was
taken at the northern
end of Cambridge
Terrace. Two variants
of B.U.T.s stand side
by side, 45 on the
right being the earlier
model. The bus on the
left is at the departure
point for Karori Park,
whilst the silver bus
will be heading out
along Oriental Parade.
Note too, the different
rear ends with 45’s
luggage space. The
Karori Park stop was
later shifted back into
Courtenay Place, just
ahead of the buses.
More British cars add
to the interest.

Right: Nearby to the photograph
above is the Central Fire Station with
Wakefield Street depot entrance just
to the left of the B.U.T. on the left of
the photograph. The bus travelling
toward the camera has come from
Roseneath/Hataitai and is working a
Route 14 service to Wadestown. The
Central Fire Station is with us today
but trolleybuses and Wakefield Street
depot are alas just part of history.

Left: First generation B.U.T. 29
stands
beside
second
generation 77 inside Wakefield
Street depot. The two different
styles of windscreen are
noticeable. The lantern style
windscreen on 29 was reprised
for the fourth batch of
Wellington B.U.T.s imported
into New Zealand.

MORE BLACK AND WHITE
MEMORIES NEXT MONTH.

LINE-UP IN ONEPU ROAD

Seven Volvos and a Designline have come to a grinding halt in Onepu Road just a stone’s throw from Kilbirnie depot. It’s not known what
caused this snarl-up of trolleybuses but it’s presumed to be caused by a power failure. Meanwhile the drivers enjoy the sunshine and wait
and wait and...
Photos: Markus Lang collection.
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TAILPIECE

354 outside the Supreme Court in Lambton Quay on 30 August 2017. It has just begun a short Route 9 run to Aro
Street. A that stage, plans were already in place for the removal of the emergency track which began here (note
the inside wire) and ran into Ballance Street, (just ahead of the Airport Flyer bus) along Featherston Street and
other city back streets to finally reach Courtenay Place. There was no physical switch at this location. Drivers had
to change their poles to the inner wire if using this route. The wiring was removed mid-October 2017.

