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Left: As New Zealand encounters
autumn, spring has arrived in
Vancouver. In a sign of the times,
“Rear Boarding Only” reads the
destination on trolley 2139 recorded
near the corner of 22nd and Dunbar
Streets. Photo: Angus McIntyre.

Front Cover: Our featured trolleybus this month is 355, an example that arrived in Wellington in late 2008 but didn’t quite make the last day of
trolleybus operation, 31 October 2017. Here it is arriving at the Interchange on 19 January 2010 at the end of a run from Miramar. See page 7.
Please Note: Under the Wires contains facts, views, opinions, statements and other content and links to external websites. Reasonable efforts are made to include accurate and current information but the Editor
makes no warranties or representations as to the accuracy, value or safety of the published items. No liability or responsibility can be taken for errors or omissions.
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Being predominantly housebound for the last month has made it almost impossible to gather new contemporary material for the
magazine. What it has done is enabled me to get right on top of magazine production and I have been spoiled by the contributions
received from readers which I am pleased to pass on to you through these pages. In particular I am thrilled to showcase more work from
both Graham Stewart and Graeme Bennett. Both men were active with their cameras in those far-off black and white days of the ‘50s and
‘60s in Wellington and through their foresight we are now able to see and enjoy what electric traction was like back then. It is not only
trolleybuses and trams that are of interest but the architecture, the fashions, the cars. In fact every picture they have provided gives much
to examine and enjoy. I have had some good feedback from readers saying how much they enjoy these “nostalgia pix”, as one reader put
it, so in these uncertain times I trust this month’s pages will bring not only variety but pleasure. I am also pleased to bring you more great
images from D.L.A. Turner who lives in Christchurch. Dave is well known in N.Z. railway circles for his superb photo essays that appear
from time to time in the local railway press. On pages 33/34 of this month’s issue Dave presents some Dunedin images taken both while
the system was operational and later in preservation.
Right: As a ‘taster’ and a ‘teaser’, here is a photo from Graeme
Bennett of Crossley 9. The question is where was it taken?
There are few clues; no destination on the blind, no street
names (it’s somewhere suburban) and three caravans on the
left. That remains the major clue; where did overhead once go
past caravans in Wellington? Trolleybuses certainly didn’t run
through this narrow slip road in the 21st century. The answer is
on page 32.
In addition to the historic photographs there is an interesting
article from Angus McIntyre who served over 40 years as a
trolleybus driver in Vancouver and who I believe still “dabbles”
behind the wheel on preserved buses when he can. I’m also
pleased to present you with an account from Northern Ireland
reader Michael McRitchie who tells of the day he was allowed to
get behind the wheel of a Belfast B.U.T. double-decker. Phil
Waters also recalls a trip to Sandtoft for a “Worldwide
Weekend”. Together with our regular features I hope there’s
much to interest in this month’s “lockdown” edition.
Angus McIntyre reports from Vancouver that trolleybuses are returning to local route 41 after an
absence of decades. See https://youtu.be/yC51s9OKzs for his latest video. During his exercise
opportunities, Angus made two other videos that are available to be watched on YouTube. The
first is of a bus ride from his local neighbourhood of Dunbar in Vancouver to the University of
British Columbia (UBC) and return: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hK-whXRB_FQ It’s
interesting to see what COVID-19 provisions have been utilised aboard the trolleybus. As in
Wellington, travel on Vancouver’s buses is currently free and boarding/exiting is only via the rear
door. Similarly, passenger traffic is very sparse. In the second video, Angus does a walking tour of
one of Dunbar’s three shopping areas. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ad1X-i3Lftc
If you would like to see how Vancouver offers their real time information go to:
https://nb.translink.ca/Map/Route/007 Once it displays, you should see a map of Vancouver. If
you click on each bus icon, it will show the bus or trolley number. If it is a 2100 or 2200 series that
is a 40 foot trolley, and a 2500 series is a 60 foot articulated trolley. All other numbers are various
diesel buses. With each click on an icon it will show the direction of travel of it and others on the route. You can zoom in for detail. A bus
at a terminus will not show an icon until it leaves and starts service. You can easily change the display to another route by going up to the
URL and deleting it from the rear so that you can enter a new route number, and then enter or return key to view.
New Zealand was “locked down” on the highest alert level (4) for much of April with most of the population required
to stay at home due to the coronavirus pandemic. One side effect of this was that public transport was either
cancelled or cut right back. With regard to buses, services were reduced to just a Sunday service. With the
Government announcing a lowering of the alert level to 3, Metlink returned its bus services to full regular timetables
on buses on Tuesday 28 April with trains due to follow suit on Monday 4 May. Travel remained free and will do so until
30 June. A large poster (see right) appeared in bus shelters asking commuters to use their
Snapper cards when tagging on and off buses (although no charge is deducted from the
card). There was also an offer of a free card with a $5 balance on it. This is an interesting
move – could buses be moving to cashless transactions in two months’ time?
I think there will be something for every taste in this month’s issue and considering the small
number of buses on the road it is surprising that there are forty pages in this edition. That
however, is due to the support of my contributors who I am constantly grateful to.
Meanwhile, wherever you are, I hope this finds you well and managing to cope with this
medical disaster as best you can.

Thanks to this month’s contributors; Graham Stewart, Phil Waters, Bryan Blanchard, Graeme Bennett,
Angus McIntyre, Henry Brittain, Michael McRitchie, D.L.A. Turner, Michael Jarka, Graeme Inwood
and all those who provided feedback.
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THEN AND (ALMOST) NOW
A further selection of tram and trolleybus images taken by Graham Stewart at the same location but decades apart.

Left and below: Double Saloon tram 146 heads south
along Riddiford Street on a route 9 trip to Constable
Street. What looks to be 201 follows a short distance
behind. The grand building behind 146 is Wellington
Hospital. Graham was understandably not quite so keen
to stand in the roadway to take his contemporary
photograph! Designline 376 passes the same spot in
2017 with a service to Lyall Bay, while arriving at the
Hospital bus stop is another trolleybus, a route 10
heading to Newtown Park. Graham was lucky to be able
to replicate the buses in the same positions in each
photograph.

Left: Double Saloon 226 climbs away towards Karori Park along
Glenmore Street. The advert on the rear exhorts those who read
it not to cough but to take Baxters. The large structure ahead is
the Glenmore Viaduct that carries Upland Road across the
valley.

Right: The foliage has grown substantially around the viaduct over the ensuring years as has
the traffic. This is the main thoroughfare between Karori and the city centre. Designline 359
glides down Glenmore Street in the latter days of trolleybus operation with a route 3 to Lyall
Bay.

Note: Unfortunately Graham does not have specific dates for his photographs. He tells me
the tram photos were taken in the early 1950s and the trolleybuses in the last few months
of service.
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Left: Double saloon 146 joins the queue of traffic in
Manners Street while on its way to Seatoun. There are three
other trams in this busy scene with one being waved out of Cuba Street by a pointsman. Note the Regent theatre on the left of 146, like
the trams relics, of the past. The Bank of New Zealand and James Smiths buildings remain today to remind us of those historic days.
Above right: 384 and 359 pass the same spot in Manners Street.

This is upper Willis Street where Aro Street joins it. Tram 104 rumbles toward the camera having run down the hill from Brooklyn, with a
route 7 to the Railway Station. What a wealth of interest in the photograph; I’ll leave you to study and discover it.

Right: 385 (its fleet number missing from the front) is
also working a 7 to the Railway Station. Blythswood
dominates both photographs and of interest is that
despite the passage of time a grocery store still
occupies the ground floor of the building
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Left: Two double saloons
rumble along Lambton
Quay past Kirkcaldie &
Stains department store,
while a third waits to exit
Johnston Street. Car
enthusiasts will be able to
identify the car in the
centre of the photograph.
I’ll take a punt on a
Standard Vanguard circa
late 1940s to early 1950s.
The buildings that are
prominent
in
the
photograph
remain.
Kircaldie & Stains is now a
David Jones outlet.

Right: 368 passes David Jones while working a route 3 to Karori Park. Very
soon traditional electric traction like this would be swept away forever and
only the occasional electric double-decker would come this way.

MORE NEXT MONTH

Above and right: Oriental Parade. Tram 145
has travelled from the terminus in the left
distance and is headed for the Railway
Station. Passing the same spot is a very tidy
Crossley 2. This was in the era when both tram
and trolleybus were plying this street. Trams
ran along this route from September 1904
until 28 May 1950. Trolleybuses came this way
until closure in 1987.
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A FOCUS ON 355 - LOOKING BACK AT ITS LIFE, YEAR BY YEAR
The on-going series about the Designline fleet - this month we remember 355.

Right: 355 arrived in Wellington in December 2008. This was my
first sight of it looking brand spanking new and resting in the
mottled sunlight of Kilbirnie depot on 22 December. Straight out
of the box and ready to start work.

Left: Almost a year later on 12 November 2009, 355 made a
good subject as it began the climb up Bowen Street on a trip
out to Karori Park.

Right: 355 at work on another route 3 duty but this time
it has just left Kilbirnie and is almost at the top of the
climb in Crawford Road where it will join Constable
Street and coast down the hill towards Newtown. 10
May 2010.

Left: 355 seen just on the outskirts of the
city centre on 19 January 2011 as it pulls in
to stop at the bottom of Brooklyn Hill
following a trip out to Kingston.

8

Left: 2011 was the last year of the
uncluttered look; advertising arrived in a big
way, literally, in 2012. On 19 October we
were exhorted to Share a Coke with a Friend
as the bus passed by the Cenotaph in
Lambton Quay with a 2 from Miramar to the
Railway Station.

Right: Photographed from beside the Cenotaph on 17
October 2013, a brace of Designlines heads for the Railway
Station headed by 355 on route 1 from Island Bay followed
by 351 on a 7 from Kingston.

Left: Another brace, this time in Willis Street on 11
December 2014. 355 pulls into the stop at the north end of
the street and is followed by 348. Alcohol advertising is
rarely seen on buses now but it was much more common
then; beer, cider (as in this case), wine and spirits all
showed up from time to time.

Right: See the person, share the road reads the cycling message
on the side of 355 seen in The Parade, Island Bay on 5 January
2016. This is the street with the controversial cycle lanes so it
was apt to photograph it there. There is still a council proposal to
spend possibly $14 million more dollars on this cycle way as it
still not considered to be satisfactory!
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Above: 355 nips along Cobham Drive on 6 July 2017 on a short section of State Highway 1 with its speed limit of 70kph, though I don’t
think our trolleybuses would have managed that rate of knots in the time they got to the roundabout not that far ahead. The bus is
heading in the direction of Miramar, the display being in two stages – MIRAMAR and via Hataitai.

Left: This was the last photograph I took of 355
in service. It is about to pull into the departure
stop at Island Bay having just turned at the
turning circle where the black car is pulling out
of Reef Street. The last advertisement it wore
was for the energy supplier Flick. Excuse the pun
but in a couple of days the power to the
overhead would be flicked off for good. For
some reason 355 didn’t make it until the last day
of operation and this photograph was taken on
27 October 2017.

Right: As with the bulk of the Designline fleet, 355 has now been
confined for two and a half years inside Kilbirnie depot awaiting
disposal. It is pictured here in its first month of confinement on 27
November 2017.
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Your Comments and
Feedback
“A great issue of UTW just in; thanks and
congratulations again. This may be of interest, putting
on record a few things - UTW as “the journal of
record” of the overall NZ trolleybus era. The date is
Friday night 6th October 1967. Inside either #1, 2 or 3 Crossley trolleybus of New Plymouth City Transport in the
driver’s seat is John Shanks (1940-2019), doyen of the Christchurch tram and trolleybus preservation scene. He is
being tested by a Traffic Officer to gain his trolleybus driver’s licence - which he passed, and it was duly issued. A
lovely special arrangement on the last day of “normal” trolleybus service in New Plymouth - the system closed
officially the following day, Saturday 7 October (which was also, by sheer co-incidence, the last day of “Six o’clock
closing” of hotel bars in New Zealand). No 1 still exists (static) at Wellington Tramway Museum, and No 3 is in
operating order at Ferrymead, and featured in the April 2020 UTW. Hope it’s of interest! John (right) was a great guy
and stalwart of the electric traction enthusiasts’ sector.” Alan Smith, N.Z.
“Well done with the UTW issue for April. The Sydney bogie tram (page 24, April 2020) is about to travel through the
crossover at the Exchange to pick up passengers for a trip to St Clair. This was the last tram route to operate in
Dunedin and it ceased on 29 March 1956. The cable car is loading at the High St terminus in the Exchange. I think
that the date is in the early 1950s although I cannot identify the conductor who is out of uniform. The cable car
service finished on 2 March 1957. This appears to be the only instance where a cable car service closed after the last
electric tram service run by the same authority (DCC Transport).” Bill Campbell, N.Z.
“The photo of Fiducia 251 (page 15, April 2020) is at the Lambton Terminal (Railway Station) and it was on its way to Thorndon on the last
day of trams. The Dunedin tram is passing the Exchange in Dunedin and the cable car is a Mornington cable car at the city terminus near
the Exchange.” Russell Jenkins, N.Z.
“Many thanks for the latest issue of "Under the Wires". This time it arrived very timely so I have something to read. We left Denmark on
22nd January and arrived in New Zealand 2nd March. We toured Dunedin, Invercargill, Stewart Island, and Timaru until we arrived in
Christchurch on 19th March for a stay until 31st March. However, now we are stuck in Christchurch until further notice in a comfortable
motel flat. We have no problem to pass time, and the latest 3 editions of "Under the Wires" will be read with interest whilst here. We are in
good health but did not want to go back to Denmark with the risk of getting infected in airports and on planes. We feel much safer here in
New Zealand.” Hans-Henrik Fentz, Denmark.
“The three trolleys in your photo (page 15, April 2020) are CTB (Christchurch Transport Board) 209 English Electric, CTB 216 Ransomes Sims
and Jefferies and Farmers 4. They were photographed at Ferrymead and are still there but now in the trolleybus shed under cover. The
two CTB trolleys came from Oaro just south of Kaikoura where they had been used as baches. CTB 210 is the restored EE trolleybus that
went to Wellington in 1999 for the trolleybus festival originally restored back in the 1960s.” David Jones, N.Z.
More on that picture on page 24, April 2020, incorrectly identified as Crossley 1 but in fact Crossley 7. “In the late 1960’s Wellington City
Transport decided to upgrade one of the Crossley trolleybuses as an experiment to see whether the benefits were worthwhile. Number 4
was selected and various items were swapped out for B.U.T. components including the front axle, steering box and selected electrical
gear. Trolley 7 was also put aside for the same treatment and a start had
been made on stripping it out when the experiment was stopped. Number 4
was by then back in service and it would seem that the benefits of the refit
were not worthwhile. No 7 was left in the workshop and moved to a littleused area and made into a pay office for Kilbirnie staff. At that time staff
were still paid in cash and it was convenient to have them use the stripped
out bus to receive their fortnightly pay and possibly submit their time
sheets. This practice continued for a while and when alternative
arrangements were made, 7 was moved into the number three barn and
then into the yard where it was laid up with other withdrawn buses. The
picture below shows the depot forklift pushing 7 towards the barn from the
workshop. The other picture shows it being taken through the bus wash
before being laid up. Crossley 4 continued in service up until 1972 when it

was withdrawn and used as a mess hut at Wellington
Airport complete with trolley poles, as temporary
accommodation for baggage handlers. At the conclusion
of this it was acquired by Civil Defence and used as a
mobile unit for triage training for simulated Disaster
occurrences. It was last sighted in the car park at Ngaio
near the Library being used for training however it fate
after that is unknown.”

Left: Crossley 7 being pushed into the barn. You can see that the
seats have been removed by looking in the back door.
Below: Crossley 4 Press clipping - The Dominion 1 May 1974.
Henry Brittain with background assistance from Graeme Bennett, N.Z.
Photos: Graeme Bennett.

Another fascinating UTW and a great job on the Athens piece. Well done on
finding a Dunedin cable car. Their withdrawal leaving San Francisco's as
unique. SF Muni has now suspended all cables and historic streetcar
operation as the vehicles offer crews no protection. All buses and
trolleybuses have optional cab screens; I've only ever seen one in use before.
They have also ceased LRV operation through the Muni Metro tunnel.
Restrictions in N.Z. seem about the same as here. Bus services are being
reduced, drivers ‘furloughed’ (as we appear to call it now) and buses delicenced. Just what shape the industry will re-emerge in is anyone's guess.
Virtually all bus rallies have been cancelled. It is concerning for the long term
that in one week, travelling by public transport has changed from being good
to not travelling by public transport being good. The Lake District is shut; to
put that into perspective, it is one of the U.K.s largest tourist destinations
attracting 47m visitors a year generating £3bn in revenue and providing
65,000 jobs.” Roger Davies, U.K.
“Thanks Alan, some interesting photos of the past. I really liked DLA Turner’s New Plymouth trolleybus pictures.” A.N., N.Z.
“Thanks for again supplying a great mag. Graeme Bennett and I are old mates from way back and it is good to see him contributing to the
mag. I particularly love all the tram shots (my first love is trams of course) and wish I could get copies of them.” [Sorry Greg, Graham
Stewart has been supplying the tram pictures and your friend Graeme Bennett the black and white trolleybus pictures – I mistakenly got
my wires crossed with the Graham and Graeme with some of pictures in April’s edition. They are all fascinating though.]Greg King, Australia.
“Bruce Dale from Ferrymead, now living in Blenheim, advises me - the three green trolley buses on page 15 of the April issue are; left to
right, 212 - English Electric, the middle one is 216 = A Ransome model (bpth these 2 were in batches at Oraro) and the bus on the right is
No. 4 from Auckland. The other 2 are ex-Christchurch. Re the most recent magazine - again a very great effort - lots of work and time put
into it - a very big thanks again.” Bryan Blanchard, N.Z.
And further... from another acquaintance of Bryan Blanchard who distributes UTW to friends... “Thank you for the newsletter "Under the Wires". I

note the question of the trolleybuses in the middle picture on p 15. The trolleybus in the centre is an ex-Christchurch Ransome, No 213
belonging to the Tramway Historical Society. It was used as a smoko room in the tram barn in the sixties. It was later burnt along with our
Q diesel bus in what I think was a malicious fire.” [Some say it is 216 – Ed] Joe Pickering, N.Z.
“We are in difficult times and our world has been turned upside down. Things will be different when this is over as already life can be
"cashless", shop online, work from home and communicate through social media. Demand for public transport has been reduced along
with traffic congestion and air pollution. Global economics will be seriously dented and to bring it down to our interests, heritage railways
and transport museums will have a tough future to survive. Under The Wires is breath of air without doubt, the "C" word dominates the
news but to enjoy the past is just what your loyal readers need. Henry Brittain, Graham Stewart, Markus Lang and many others, your good
self included, will hopefully keep the monthly issues going. We will have to forgo the present scene for now and have hope for the coming
days. I'm sure the contributors shall be encouraged to help fill the pages to keep business as usual. To you both and all readers, please keep
safe and help get us through this unpredictable period of our lives.” Phil Waters, U.K.
“Many thanks indeed for a superb issue of UTW. Where do I start? I love the Then and Now, Bryan Blanchard's photographs, the article
and photos on Athens, New Plymouth Crossley, Wellington's Former Depots, and Remembering Those Black and White Days. plus the usual
excellent press coverage which brings a much needed smile to one's face in these dark times, and the super colour coverage of
Wellington's trolleybuses etc.” Peter Blears, U.K.
“Thank you for the latest issue. Always an enjoyable read. I note the photo on Page 7 where passengers are
alighting and boarding the tram in the middle of Bowen Street where you write ‘Interesting to see passengers
boarding and alighting the tram near the bottom of Bowen Street. Shock, horror, this would never be allowed in
today’s world and rightly so considering the volume of traffic.’ Have a look at the attached photo I have just
taken from my apartment in central Rīga, Latvia. This street and tram route are normally one of the busiest in
Riga, where the cars simply stop to allow the passengers to alight and board. Bit of an issue if there is a car
already at the traffic lights when the tram arrives at the stop. There is also a cycleway. However in the current
situation, the streets are very quiet. This is tram is a Tatra T3. There are still a lot of these on the tracks.” Craig
Paterson, Latvia. [Point taken, Craig. The difference between Riga and Wellington is that your city has always
known trams, Wellington hasn’t seen them for over 55 years. If we do ever get light rail (or trams) I wonder if the
inherent risks of letting people wander across traffic lanes like this will ever be approved. – Ed]
“Great issue! I love all the nostalgia pix!” William Blust, U.S.
“Further information to your pictures in the April edition. On Page 28 - Crossley 3 was withdrawn in 1971 and
B.U.T. 20 was withdrawn in 1981. Morris Moller, N.Z.
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“As always, congratulations on another excellent issue of UTW. The following caught my eye; P3; Overhea(r)d; Regarding my favourite
trolleybus photo, I will try and find one - not an easy task, mind you! P4-7; Then and (Almost) Now, particularly the black and white photos.
P13; Feedback - Thank you, Phil Waters for your kind comments. What a find in an antique shop. P14; Re Mike Mellor’s comments about
trolleybus turntables. There was also one inside Wolverhampton's Bilston depot, which, if am not mistaken, was in use until the mid 1960's.
P15/16; Oddments, particularly the top photos on both pages. Am I right in stating that the booms of four other trolleybuses can be seen in
the Dunedin photo? [It appears so – Ed]. P17; Athens Trolleybuses (and railways). I have
visited the city twice, in August, 2001 and April, 2007. Enclosed (right) is a picture of
Z.I.U. 5048, taken during the first visit, surrounded by taxis. Note that registration
numbers are not carried on the trolleybuses. P20; Farewell To 352; Good to see that it has
been purchased with poles intact. Also to read that 384 is now bound for Foxton;
hopefully one day we will see it back "Under The Wires". P21-3; A Focus On 354 - Looking
Back at its Life, Year by Year, particularly the top two photos on P23. P24; Here And There
- The Dunedin and Wellington photos. P26; New Plymouth Crossley #3- What a line up on
the lower view! P28; Wellington's Former Depots. P29/30; Remembering those Black and
White Days. More gems from Graham Stewart. Views like these are a reminder of
the once mighty U.K. motor industry that saw vehicles exported all over the globe. Does
the NP on the sign seen on Cambridge Terrace mean ‘No Parking’? [It would appear so –
Ed] P31; Line Up On Onepu Road.
Finally, another poem;
Since October 31st, 2017, some Wellingtonians are feeling glum,
Now that the city's streets are devoid of overhead wiring and the silent trolleybus "hum".
Although Wellington has turned its back on the environmentally friendly trolleybus,
Worldwide, many other towns and cities have kept faith in these fine vehicles that operate without any fuss.
North, South, East and West,
Amongst many others, from San Francisco, Rosario and Beijing to Budapest.
Tom Douce, U.K.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NEWS FROM THE WESTERN SPRINGS TRAMWAY
Reproduced from “The Controller” March 2020
Wellington Designline Trolleybus
You may have seen mentioned in the media of news regarding the disposal of Wellington’s Designline trolleybuses following the demise of
the system back in 2017. MOTAT is now in discussions with Wayne Henry who has the job of disposing of the buses with our interest in
acquiring a fully operating trolleybus. This would have major benefits for MOTAT*. With the forthcoming essential upgrade work on the
MOTAT tram track, which will require periods of no tram operation, here is an all-electric and very “green” way of moving visitors between
the two MOTAT sites. With the Designline trolleybus’s off-wire capability, it could easily run on its batteries at normal road speed between
MOTAT 1 and 2. While unloading at each site, a short stretch of trolleybus overhead could be erected to enable the poles to be placed on
the wires for battery recharging. With its super-low floor, mobility and pushchair access is made easy. Some of the MOTAT tram team hold
or have held a bus licence and could easily be trained to operate this trolleybus, keeping everything “in-house”. MOTAT’s tramway
electrical team with support from key personal in Wellington could easily maintain the equipment and likewise erect the required
trolleybus overhead. Having this modern trolleybus will demonstrate the changes in technology through the years when compared to the
trams, the Farmers’ trolleybuses and the later Auckland trolleybuses. These older vehicles themselves show technological advancement
for their day. From a museum “street transport” viewpoint, MOTAT features earliest electric trams in its collection, from 1906 through to
1950; this millennium trolleybus completes that story. The trolleybus would join our ‘W’ class Melbourne trams as part of the
“operational” fleet, as opposed to being a “Collections” exhibit at this point. Wayne recently visited MOTAT 1 and 2, met with James
Duncan and Paul Gourley and an offer for a bus and spares is now being made. Watch this space.
*Museum of Transport & Technology.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Left: On Monday 14 October 1963, the Evening Post published this photograph of Crossley 7 emerging from the
western portal of the former tram tunnel on the previous Friday while it was on a test run. It was claimed that
this was the first trolleybus to use this new route following refurbishment after closure to the trams.
Trolleybuses began to formally use the tunnel on Sunday 13 October 1963 and continued to do so for almost
the next fifty-four years.

Right: Fifty-three years
later on 25 January 2017,
345 emerges from the
tunnel into a downpour
with a Miramar to Railway
Station service.
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HERE AND THERE

Left: A rather nice craze that swept
through New Zealand (and other
parts of the world) during the COVID19 period was the placing of teddy
bears in house windows. The idea
stemmed from the children’s book
“We’re Going on a Bear Hunt”,
written by Michael Rosen.* The
motto of the book – “We’re not
afraid” – has resonated for many.
This Tranzurban driver took it to the
next level by placing a large bear in
front of the dashboard of the bus. As
the bus passed me in Aotea Drive,
Porirua, the driver gave me a friendly
wave. Even then there was only the
driver and the bear aboard Optare
3167. The bus was on a route 230 trip
from Porirua Station to The
Crowsnest, Whitby on 1 April. Buses
and trains in Wellington are reduced
to a Sunday timetable for the
foreseeable future.
*At the time of writing the author
had contracted the virus.
See story: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/mar/31/bear-hunt-helps-banish-coronavirus-boredom-for-new-zealand-children

Right: This is Dunedin City Transport
B.U.T. 57, introduced in 1952. It was
part of the second batch of twentyfour buses from this supplier. The
photograph was taken in 1970, nine
years before its withdrawal, but can
any keen-eyed enthusiast identify
where the bus is and what route it is
on? Answer on page 22.
Photo: Bryan Blanchard collection.

More Dunedin views on page 33

Left and below: Ghost Town is how reader Graham Stewart entitled his
message to me accompanying this photograph he took of Manners and
Cuba Streets on 5 April. The only sign of life was Newlands 7165. The
poster on the left says it all and it appears most people were. In the
second photo Graham has pointed his camera from the direction of his
home towards Courtenay Place where a Tranzurban EV is entering.
There is not a single person walking in the streets or on the bus, other
than the driver.
Graham lives just a
few metres away
and was out for
some
exercise
close to his home,
this
being
a
permitted activity.
More photographs
on page 26.
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50TH ANNIVERSARY OF EXACT BUS FARE IN VANCOUVER
Vancouver
Angus McIntyre
His career spanned almost 41 years - 25 August 1969 to 31 May 2010.
In August of 1969, the week after Woodstock, I started my training as a Vancouver bus driver. First off, my
hire photo, aka mug shot. I have been assigned the seniority number 3281 in our class of 6 trainees. I was 21. I
made change and sold tokens for 7 months until Wednesday 1 April 1970 when Exact Bus Fare arrived and we
no longer had to do so. I worked an evening run on Stanley Park/Nanaimo driving a Brill trolleybus, and sold
my last tokens at Cordova and Carrall downtown, and changed a quarter for the final time at Nanaimo and
Charles Street. While so many drivers cursed the changers, B.C. Hydro allowed the drivers to purchase their
changers, and a large number did so. I bought my 6 barrel Johnson
changer. Six years later, (left) here I am in a 1947 Canadian Car Brill T-44
trolley coach in the Stanley Park Loop. I have my feet up on Grant Money
Meter fare box. Tie was compulsory during winter months. To differentiate
between the two types of vehicles, the instructors called a trolley a “coach”,
and a motor bus a “bus”. And we were “operators”, not drivers.
Photo courtesy of Sean Nelson.
B.C. Hydro took this publicity photo (right) in a “ Fishbowl”
General Motors New Look diesel bus at the Oakridge Transit
Centre to make people aware of the 1st April 1970 date for
the Exact Fare policy. The EXACT FARE card behind the
transfer rack was put in the exterior card holder on the front
of every bus in the system. It looks like they borrowed the
secretarial pool for the photo. The lady standing has a $2 bill
in her wallet. You can see the change dish, and the rack for
the changer above the transfer cutters. The operator is
wearing his Chauffeur’s “A” Badge on his cap visible to the
public, a requirement of the commercial driver’s licence back then. I wore mine on my jacket.
Grant Money Meter fare boxes enunciated the coins and tokens thus:
1¢ – BUZZ
5¢ – BONG
10¢ – BONG-BONG
25¢ – BING-BING
“A” token – BING
“B” token – BRRRINGGGG
“C” token – no sound. These were made of blue plastic the size of poker chips and had to be
collected by operating the lever for the scavenge door.
Fares:
Student “A” tokens – 10 for $1.00
Adult “B” tokens – 4 for 75 cents
Child “C” tokens – 4 for 35 cents
Cash fare – adult – 20 cents
Cash fare – students – 15 cents
Cash fare – children – 10 cents
When I tell younger people today that when you bought four adult tokens for 75¢ back in
1969 you saved a nickel over the regular fare, they say: “Why bother?” I respond: “Well, 5¢
was half the price of a cup of coffee.” It also became apparent that we functioned as change
machines. If you ran out of a certain coin or token on the road, you could always stop
another bus and see if the driver could sell you what you needed. The Grant Money Meters
were phased out in 1976 and replaced with Duncans. They in turn were replaced with Cubic
electronic fare boxes in 2001, which are still in use. Community Shuttle buses have recently
been fitted with drop fare boxes and those drivers issue paper transfers. Over 90% of fares are now registered with a Compass proximity
tap card.
When I started we drove Brill trolleys with manual steering and no right
side exterior mirror. We learned to drive with our left hand and fill the
changer barrels with our right. We were trained to climb up on the roof of
a trolleybus, walk down the pole and repair a broken retriever rope. Neat
trick: If one retriever jammed, you cut its rope and tied it to the other rope.
You can put up both trolley poles on the wires with a single retriever rope. I
once had this happen and didn’t have a knife with me, so I asked the
passengers if someone could help. A man came to the rear of my bus with
me and produced a switchblade knife, which did the job. And if you think
climbing up onto the roof of a Brill trolley was adventuresome (see fold-out
steps just behind the rear door), check out how we kept service running
back in the day. My friend John Day snapped this photo of me riding the
back bumper at about 30 km/hr on Commercial Drive for a parade detour
circa 1972. Upon viewing the action, one man came up to me and said,
“This is more fun than watching the parade”. Until 1952 Vancouver’s
streetcars had conductors and conductorettes on the heaviest routes to
handle fares. Here is Edra McLeod alighting from a streetcar during World
War II. She became a bus driver and retired in 1976, two years after a new
generation of women operators were hired. The last conductors collected fares on the Marpole to Steveston Interurban in 1958.
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During a parade or major rerouting of service, part of our job in the 1970s was to assist in having the Brill trolleys run a short distance
where there were no switches or trolley wire. These views were taken at Hastings and Commercial during a PNE parade detour. Drivers
could earn overtime by working as a "pole puller", and I did this on a number of occasions. On a signal to the driver, the pole puller stood
on the rear bumper and held onto a retriever or other part of the bus. The bus accelerated forward to about 30 km/hr, and before the
wire ended, the pole puller pulled both poles down to clear other wires, and the trolley then coasted to where there was wire. The pole
puller put the poles back on the wire, and gave two thumps on the rear of the bus to signal the driver to go.
As you can imagine, Worksafe British Columbia would have a fit over this today, but back then we just did it without question. Not even a
hard hat! It was actually kind of fun. At this location there were four pole pullers and one supervisor.

I used to do this as extra work before
my regular shift. WCB would cringe
at such antics now. But we had fun. 4
operators and one transit supervisor
ran the show. Regular Hastings
services, including the Hastings
Express, used Powell Street and then
the non-revenue wire on Commercial
Drive to get back to Hastings. You
can see the pull offs for the
overhead. Westbound coaches had it
easy - the poles were hooked and
they just used gravity to roll around
the corner. All other manoeuvres
required pole pullers, still referred to
today as "utility operators".

Occasionally a driver would accelerate too slowly, or the pole
puller would pull the poles off too soon, and there would not be
enough momentum to clear the intersection. This photo shows the
pole puller placing the poles on the E/B local Hastings wire, and he
would hold the retriever ropes as the bus accelerated. As the poles
dewired he held them down, and the coach would move ahead far
enough to put the poles on the turn wire from E/B Hastings to S/B
Commercial. You had to be creative!

Notice the price of gas was 80.9 cents
per imperial gallon, about 16 cents a
litre.
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REMEMBERING THOSE BLACK AND WHITE DAYS

Graeme Bennett takes us on a
trip back down memory lane
to Karori Park and the
nearby depot.
Left: B.U.T. 15 poses for the cameraman
at the turning circle at Karori Park
terminus. Introduced in 1952, the bus
lasted until withdrawal and disposal in
1978. Trolleybuses first reached Karori in
1954 following withdrawal of the tram
service.
Below: An early view of Karori depot
before the yard was sealed and the
pensioner flats were built. The
trolleybuses on the right are standing on
the site where the flats were later built.
Overhead extended into the two right
hand bays of the building.

Left: B.U.T. 20 has arrived in the yard at Karori. Note the
Karori P.O. destination. This was in use in the early days
and buses could turn right into Chamberlain road and
then to the depot, rather than having to go down to the
terminus. 20 was one of the first batch of B.U.T.s that
lasted until 1983. The trolleybus ran for 29 years.

Right: Awaiting their next duties are 64 and 73. These two B.U.T.s
are from the second batch introduced in 1958, all lasting into the
1980s.

More images from Graeme Bennett on the next pages...
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Above: They look fairly to similar at a quick glance but in fact they’re not. Nearest the camera is Crossley 10 the last of the original class of
ten trolleybuses imported to New Zealand in 1949/50. Behind is B.U.T. 11 the very first of 109 trolleybuses from this company that
spanned the years 1951-1964. The pair are standing in the open-air bus stabling area at Kilbirnie depot. This land was eventually sold with
only the depot buildings retained and today the Rita Angus retirement village stands where the trolleybuses are resting. The lantern style
windscreens were common to both types. The Crossley had a TSD42/1 chassis whilst the B.U.T.s were all of the RETB1 variant.

Left: As well as taking photographs of trolleybuses Graeme also
pointed his camera at the overhead, the essential equipment
that kept the buses moving. This image was taken at the
intersection of Featherston and Whitmore streets and records
not only trolleybus overhead but tram wires as well.

Right: Looking north along Waterloo Quay with Whitmore Street
emerging on the left and part of the Newmans Coach Lines
building visible. In the distance is the former Wellington Harbour
Board Shed 21 seen to the right of the trolleybus switch. This has
since been converted into trendy apartments. The building
opposite it is still extant – Hotel Waterloo and Backpackers. The
remaining buildings have been swept away and replaced with
modern structures. Of interest is the trolleybus overhead leading
from Whitmore Street into Customhouse Quay. This was used by
trolleybuses travelling on the Aotea Quay route. It was a one way
loop. Inbound buses turned right by the Waterloo Hotel into Bunny
Street and then round around the block to this position before
heading north again.

Right: The intersection of Waterloo Quay and Bunny Street. Shed
21 is on the right. The Railway Station is just ahead on the left. This
is the start of Waterloo Quay. Trolleybuses could turn into Bunny
Street from both directions. The route 16 to Aotea Quay lay ahead.
All photos this page: Graeme Bennett.
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HARD TO BELIEVE...

As far as I am aware, almost every single building,* bus, trolleybus and tram in this photograph has either been scrapped or demolished.
Wellingtonians may be able to recognise where this image was taken but others will be astounded when they learn where in fact it is.
Seven double saloon trams have arrived at the location and line up in a procession. Also visible are two B.U.T. trolleybuses. Nearest the
camera is 16 awaiting a departure to Seatoun on route 2. People amble about amongst the vehicles. There is a clue to the location on the
left – the Hotel Cecil, Wellington’s Station
Hotel. Needless to say long gone but it once
stood near the corner of Mulgrave Street and
wait for it... Lambton Quay! Yes, this is now
where the Interchange stands by the Railway
Station. The photographer was standing
approximately here, near Molesworth Street.
Left: This aerial view is looking down on the
area now occupied by Rutherford House and
the bus Interchange. In the left background a
coach can be seen in Bunny Street. In the
right background there is a glimpse of the
Cenotaph in Lambton Quay. The street on the
left is Featherston Street. The trolleybuses
are parked outside the Government Printing
Office. The building nearest the bottom of
the picture is the Inspector’s despatch box. It
was erected in 1938 and demolished when
tram operation finished (1964).
*just a section of the Wellington Tramway
Corporation building (arrowed) from 1908
remains.
All photos this page: Graeme Bennett.

Right: A superb study of
Crossley 9 laying over outside
the Government Printing
Office in Featherston Street
having arrived on a route 2
service. Amazingly two out of
the three items advertised
are still in existence. Bata
shoes can still be bought. It
goes without saying that
Coca Cola is as popular as
ever but Four Square
cigarettes were despatched
to the historical ash tray long
ago. Sadly Crossley 9 didn’t
fare
any
better.
The
Government Printing Office
opened in 1888 and was
demolished in 1962.
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Above: Double Saloon 158 boards passengers for Newtown Park Zoo at the then “Interchange” while behind, a driver climbs aboard his
tram ready for the next departure. Other Double Saloons arrive and await their opportunity to run forward into the arrival area. 158 will
pass the advertiser’s premises (Davis Bros) when it shortly rumbles along Cuba Street on its journey to Newtown.

Above: 204 arrives at journey’s end after a trip from the
southern suburb of Island Bay. Trams could either travel
straight ahead and then reverse or turn right as seen and
return through the city via Featherston Street.
Right: A quartet of trams arrives at the city terminus led by
Double Saloon 207. What appears to be Fiducia 252 follows
behind along Lambton Quay which stretches away into the
distance. The 28 Fiducia tramcars were the last built for
Wellington. More on page 36.
All photos this page: Graeme Bennett.
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A LOOK BACK AT A ‘WORLDWIDE WEEKEND’ AT SANDTOFT
The Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft in the U.K. is legendry for its
trolleybus collection. It’s not some stuffy place that just has a static
display, no; the buses are regularly out running on their circuit for
the public to enjoy. Five years ago the museum held a Worldwide
Weekend over 20/21 June 2015. Phil Waters looks back and brings
us a selection of overseas trolleybuses that were on display and at
work during the two days. The event gave enthusiasts an
opportunity to enjoy something different as foreign vehicles are
often eclipsed by the familiar British fleet. Incidentally, this was at
a time before Wellington’s B.U.T. 80 joined the Sandtoft collection.
Right and below: Two views of Athina 5088 on loan from the Carlton
Colville museum. This Uritsky ZiU9 dates from 1989. There is plenty of
egress for passengers with three doors along its side.

Right: Edmonton 189 trolley coach dates from 1982.

Left: Limoges 5 Vetra CB60 gives enthusiasts a taste of a French
trolleybus. This vehicle dates from 1943.

Right: Another French exhibit was Marseilles 202 dating from
1979. This is a Renault 100ER.

All photos: Phil Waters.

21

SPECIAL WORK 676 REMEMBERED

Continuing the series on the special work that once graced the overhead in
Wellington. This month we feature Crossing 676, situated in Rongotai Road
where the route via Hataitai crossed and turned into Bay Road.
*Switches started with the number 4, Merges with 5 and crossings with 6.

Right: Setting the scene with crossing 676
in the centre of the photograph. The plate
is visible just behind the crossing. To its left
is merge 581. These two pieces of special
work were used predominantly by
trolleybuses working Route 2. Inbound
services turned right into Bay Road from
Rongotai Road travelling through crossing
676 whilst outbound trolleys turned left out
of Bay Road to join the main eastbound
route to Miramar or Seatoun. Route 3
services to Lyall Bay travelled straight
through this intersection and then turned
right into Onepu Road at the next junction.
The other main user of this special work
were trolleybuses travelling ‘not in service’
from Kilbirnie depot. The last trolleybuses
passed this way on the evening of 31
October 2017 with the very last, 384, just
after midnight. The overhead was taken
down in February 2018.

Left:
Designline
prototype
303,
introduced in 2005 crosses the
intersection with Bay Road and is about
to travel through crossing 676. The
trolleybus was en route to Seatoun with
a route 11 duty (despite the fact it
appears to be a 1). 345 lurks in the
background at the bus stop in Rongotai
Road – this is on a 3 to Lyall Bay on this
overcast 31 January 2017. This bus has
been donated to The Omnibus Society.

Right: On 12 May 2017 the very last trolleybus in Wellington, 387,
is about to turn right into Bay Road but road cones are preventing
it being in the correct turning lane meaning the poles are given a
good stretch. Just ahead of the poles can be seen plate 676
hanging from a span wire.
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Left: 342 is photographed turning
from Rongotai Road into Bay Road
on 26 July 2016 while working a
route 2 from Miramar to the
Railway Station via Hataitai. The
driver is slowing to take the
trolleybus through the crossing.

Right: Looking at the wiring it is clear
that trolleybus operation has finished!
On 22 February 2018 the overhead
ahead into and along Bay Road has
been removed from beyond the
crossing.

Left: A view from Bay Road of the remaining
special work. The plate and remaining
overhead awaits the arrival of the
decommissioning contractors.

My thanks go to Wellington Cable Car Ltd for
donating the plate to me and to
Broadspectrum, the company who removed
the overhead, for actually saving it from the
scrap. Few tangible items now remain that
remind us that trolleybuses once worked in
Wellington.

Answer to Dunedin trolleybus picture on page 13

Shiel Hill.
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FURTHER CROSSLEY ACTION
Left: Crossley 7 is about to
depart from Bunny Street
for Oriental Bay. Already it
is half full – a good sign.
Let’s hope the bunch of
schoolboys,
smartly
dressed in their uniforms
and caps, won’t be
deciding to join the service.
If you placed this group in a
contemporary setting at
this location they’d be
inside the building in a
flash! Back in the (undated)
days of the Crossley this
was a Government building
in Bunny Street situated
opposite
the
Railway
Station. Where the bus is
now
standing,
a
McDonald’s
outlet
is
situated on the ground
floor of the current
building! On the left is the
Hotel Waterloo, the only
landmark still around in
2020.

Right: Crossley 4 has arrived at what was
once known as Miramar Junction. This
was a one-way turning loop that ran from
Hobart Street, along Wayside West to
join the overhead in Broadway. All the
trolleybus paraphernalia has long since
disappeared, as has the Crossley bus but
one thing has remained constant
throughout the years – Lion Brown beer!
One question, where has the driver
disappeared to or was he taking the
photo?

Photos: Graeme Bennett.

Left: B.U.T. 23 but definitely not on route 5.
There are those caravans again as glimpsed
in the photograph on page 3. Again the
driver has momentarily “done a runner”. Is
this a location for the camera shy perhaps?
If you are having trouble identifying this
location then I can sympathise – I had to
ask for help! Those desperate for the
answer can flick over to page 32. You may
be surprised.
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MORE ON THOSE CITY DEPOTS

Following
last
month’s feature on
the Cable Street and
Wakefield
Street
depots in the centre
of Wellington, these
six photos taken by
Graeme
Bennett
have surfaced.

Above: This is B.U.T. 14, introduced in 1952 receiving some attention at the Cable Street depot. In the background is the former Post and
Telegraph building in nearby Herd Street. It remains, but is now used as an apartment block that overlooks the harbour. The trolleybus
depot has long since been swept away and now forms part of the land on which the National Museum of N.Z. (Te Papa) stands

This is the very first external image of Cable Street depot to appear in this magazine. Nine sets of poles are
visible in this rare view. The servicing shed with the elliptical roof, seen above, is in the centre of the
photograph. Meanwhile, a couple of ancient Hillman Minx cars travel alongside the perimeter fence.

Left: Graeme didn’t miss the
opportunity that presented itself to pop
inside the depot entrance for a peek
inside the yard. The sun has now
emerged and enjoying the warmth by
the perimeter fence is Crossley 8, while
in the middle row is one of the later
B.U.T. trolleybuses, its number not quite
clear enough to discern.
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Right: It could be 8.30 or 4.20
(depending on which clock you
go by) and a trio of B.U.T.s from
the first batch from this supplier,
33, 35 and 17 stand in Wakefield
Street yard on this murky day.
Introduced in 1954 they put in
almost thirty years’ service. Note
the two colour schemes; silver
and red. Berger paint was clearly
a popular advertiser at the time.
The Central Fire Station clock
tower often finds its way into
photographs taken at this depot.

Left: B.U.T. 13 is now but a memory. It was part
of the first batch of vehicles (numbers 11-48)
built by Leyland Motors. These were supplied in
kit form and assembled by Wellington City
Council. There were a total of thirty-eight buses
in this order to meet the expansion of the
trolleybus network that was taking place at the
time. They went into service in Wellington
between 1951 and 1956 with the final
examples withdrawn in 1983. The lantern
windscreens were a notable feature of this
class of bus, enabling the driver to look down
and get a close view of the road in front. 13
was one of six of the class that was withdrawn
in 1978, though its sister, 14, was the first to go
four years earlier. The photograph was taken in
Wakefield Street yard. Close by is fellow class
member 20. Two examples of this batch
survive; 39 and 48, though neither are
serviceable. Both Griffins biscuits and Coca Cola
are still as popular as they ever were.

All Photos: Graeme Bennett
Below: A nice side-on study of one of the later batches of B.U.T.s without the lantern windscreen, though this feature did return for the
final nineteen buses from B.U.T. introduced in 1964. Unfortunately the fleet number of the bus below wasn’t recorded. In the background
is the Embassy Theatre, still going strong. However, the 1907-built Criterion Hotel on the corner of Wakefield Street and Cambridge
Terrace was not so fortunate, being demolished in 1975 with the site redeveloped. Tip Top ice cream is still as popular as it ever was.
Wakefield Street depot closed in 1992 with the fleet moving to Kilbirnie. A New World supermarket now stands on the former depot site.
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CITY SCENES DURING THE CORONAVIRUS ‘LOCKDOWN’
Armed with his camera, Graham Stewart went walking along Manners Street on Monday 6 April during week two of the
Level 4 “lockdown” in New Zealand. Walking or exercising near one’s home is a permitted activity as long as social
distancing is observed. Graham lives very close by so met the strict criteria of remaining near his apartment and so was
able to combine his walk with a photographic assignment for the magazine. He noted that of the buses he saw most only
carried the driver.
Left: One bus, one person (plus Graham) and a police car is all
there is to be seen In Manners Street. Normally this street is
bustling with people but clearly the “lockdown” was working
when this photograph of a Tranzurban Optare working to Island
Bay was taken.

Right: Looking in the other direction towards Courtenay Place, Graham
spotted NZ Bus “import” 1445 on a 2 to Karori Park. There were no
takers for the bus and not another soul out walking.

Left: Just around the corner from Graham’s home is Courtenay Place,
on this occasion just a shadow of its usual busy self. An empty
Tranzurban EV passes Tory Street on a Route 1 to Grenada Village.

Right: What looks to be Optare 3105 having no trouble negotiating its
way along Courtenay Play on 6 April with a 23z to Wellington Zoo in
Newtown. There don’t appear to be any customers on this service. Of
course, the Zoo is closed during the four-week “lockdown”

Left: Two vehicles from the NZ Bus fleet meet at the corner of
Manners Street and Taranaki Street. This was once a great
intersection to watch trolleybuses; the 10 and 11 travelling along
Taranaki Street and turning left into (or right out of) Manners
Street and the 1, 2, 3, 5 and (very occasional 6) travelling across
the intersection. Ah, memories.
Graham commented: On a serious note, one has to be discreet with a
camera on the streets at present. I just photographed the buses as they
passed and then tucked my camera under my arm. In normal times, l would
have been shooting from the middle of street or on a traffic island and other
from other angles. That is why the images are basic... Basic or not, Graham,
they are still appreciated.
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COVID-19 signage on a Tranzit Optare bus.
Note the taped off area at the front,
stopping people entering/exiting the bus at
this door. A sign of the times on the floor – a
used rubber glove! The bus departed for
Miramar – empty.
Photos: Alan Wickens – taken during a period of
essential travel.

Right: Another “lockdown” image from Graham Stewart taken this
time on 8 April during one of his daily walks in Manners Street - three
buses, three bus drivers and three pedestrians. It pretty much says it
all. ADL200 4134 (ex Auckland) works a 14 to Wilton followed by a
Tranzurban Optare on a 24 service to Johnsonville. An NZ Bus 24XX
series completes the trio.
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Left: Spot the buses. In the centre
of this photograph taken of Island
Bay on 10 April are five singledecker Tranzurban buses, four of
them Optares, all lined up in Reef
Street. The fifth is parked in The
Esplanade. Reef Street is the
terminus for route 1.
Photo: Ruth Wickens. Taken during
permitted exercise activity.

Right: 3704, 3162 and 3707 are the three buses nearest
the camera in the view of Reef Street, Island Bay taken at
5pm on 15 April. 3707 stands underneath the charger.
Operating on a Sunday timetable of every fifteen minutes
at this time of day there appears to be an abundance of
buses around. Earlier in the day, waves of 6m were
crashing against the sea wall at the end of the road, so
perhaps the decision was taken to keep any vehicles not
being used well away of the sea front! With the drop to
Alert Level 3 and the likelihood of more people travelling,
limits on bus loading have been issued to drivers; for
example the Optare seen in this photograph is limited to
just 8 people and the EVs 16 (11 on top deck and 5 in lower
cabin). Larger single-deckers (BCIs and Scanias as an
example) can take a maximum of 11 and double-deckers
(BCIs) a total of 20 (13 on top deck and 7 in lower cabin).
Photo: Ruth Wickens.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Full Metlink bus schedule will return for Alert Level 3, rides stay free
Buses in Wellington will be returning to normal scheduling on Sunday, ahead of the move to Covid-19 level 3. All rides will be free, as was
the case at level 4, however Metlink is asking passengers to start using Snapper cards again to provide data about services. "Snapper
information helps us understand how everyone's using the bus network, identify any issues, and ensure services are meeting demand
across the region," Metlink manager Scott Gallacher said. During level 4, Metlink buses and trains have been running on a normal
weekend schedule, and have only been available to essential workers and for people going to supermarkets, pharmacies and other
essential locations. Normal schedules will resume from Sunday, April 26 for buses and Monday, May 4 for trains. Ferries will not return
until level 2. "With an increasing amount of passengers over the next few days, it doesn't mean physical distancing goes out the window,"
Greater Wellington Regional Council spokesperson Matthew O'Driscoll said. Passengers will still be required to board from the back of the
bus, and buses are covered with stickers and posters reminding passengers of social distancing guidelines and indicating which seats can't
be used. "If people can't get on a bus because there's too many people, they should wait for the next one," he said. Metlink announced on
March 24 that all public transport in Wellington would be free until June 30 under level 3 and 4 conditions. Metlink could not confirm
whether fares would remain free if the Government were to move to level 2 before June 30, saying it was a decision for NZTA. An NZTA
spokesperson said the policy "may be reviewed" at level 2, but no decision had been made.
Source: Stuff. 22 April 2020. https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/news/wellington/121189407/coronavirus-full-metlink-bus-schedulewill-return-for-alert-level-3-rides-stay-free
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THE LUCK OF THE IRISH – GETTING TO DRIVE A TROLLEYBUS
Michael McRitchie lives in Comber, County Down. He recalls an experience back in the 1960s
when he was able to get behind the wheel of a Belfast B.U.T. trolleybus
Hello from Belfast in Northern Ireland, where once the trolleybus reigned supreme! The last one ran in 1974 so I was
delighted to see the Wellington buses when we first visited New Zealand in 2000, enjoying your beautiful country and its
friendly people so much that we visited again the following year. My grandfather was a Scottish electrical engineer who
came to Belfast to install the Otis lifts in many major buildings and the great liners being built in Harland and Wolff –
including the Titanic. It's from him that my brother and I obtained our obsession with all things mechanical. There are
strong links between Scotland and Northern Ireland, and we were made to feel very welcome perhaps because so many
Kiwis share our own ancestry. On our first bank visit to obtain some NZD the cashier looked at our passports and asked if
we knew a place called Downpatrick, from where her grandparents had emigrated. It's about 20 minutes down the road
from our house. Then Jenny in Te Anau tourist office asked if we had heard of a place called Portrush where her
grandfather had owned a scenic railway at the beginning of the last century, and one of his daughters had eloped with a
seaman. Portrush is still a seaside town, the scenic railway is part of the amusement park, and on our return we were able
to photograph her grandparents' headstone in the local cemetery. Apparently the elopement had worked out very well for
the errant couple... But back to the trolleys.
The Wellington buses with their modern design and wraparound windshields mightily impressed me, for all I had known
was the square pre-war design double-deckers. Belfast trolleybuses began running in 1938 to replace the trams and
became the biggest network in the United Kingdom outside London, with 37 miles of overhead, 245 vehicles and its own
power station generating 600v DC for the traction motors. At 8ft wide and 30ft long the three-axle buses exceeded the
highway regulation dimensions of the time and so were operated under light rail legislation, which did not require the
driver to hold a licence. In pre-war days few people could drive at all, and so many tram drivers converting from tram rails
to roadway produced some terrifying moments for road users, while pedestrians were aware only of the noisy and slowmoving trams. My mother recalled that the silent and fast-accelerating trolleybus claimed quite a few lives until Belfast's
pedestrians realised the perils. Belfast trolleys had a single 90hp motor driving both rear axles, which had a third
differential between them. An exhauster on the motor front produced vacuum for the brakes, and a separate dynamotor
produced 30 volts for lighting and battery charging. The alkaline batteries were stacked beneath the stairway. For
emergency movement the batteries could be switched to produce 60 volts, but in practice this produced angry blue flashes
from beneath the stairway, hissing noises and sometimes a wisp of smoke. Each depot had an AEC tow truck always at the
ready.
Your Wellington buses appear to have a self-tensioning drum and rope for pulling down the overhead booms, but Belfast
had nothing as sophisticated. An 18ft bamboo pole with a hook on one end was carried alongside the saloon, replacing the
original tube beneath the rear chassis – very neat, but impossible to extract the pole when modern traffic levels resulted in
a line of cars close behind the bus. Dewirements were frequent, usually at rush hour on the sharp corners outside City Hall
which was surrounded by a spiders' web of overhead wires, frogs and bracing cables. The vehicle would stop dead, the
booms would spring up surrounded by vivid blue flashes between the wires, and the hapless conductor would hop out,
unsling the pole and heave the errant booms back into place. Now and again the corner kerbstone would burst one of the
rear tyre sidewalls, causing a terrific bang and even bigger traffic jam until the wheel could be changed. I used the
trolleybuses for many years on my daily three miles to work in Belfast centre. The 68-seater and 10 standees buses ran
every three minutes at peak hours. They had no heating so were freezing in winter, the drivers muffling up like Egyptian
mummies though the conductors were always warm as they moved up and down the saloons above and below. (They
included Sam, my future father-in-law, though I didn't know it then.) The ride could be rather jerky depending on the driver
and the control setup, The contactors could be heard clicking as each power stage engaged, the vehicle jolting forwards as
the increased power cut in. In ice or snow the trolley was almost helpless, for while double drive on the rear bogie was an
advantage the uneven power feed set the wheels spinning and the cumbersome beast slowly slid down the road camber
into the kerb. For all that, the trolleybus was a silent, efficient and clean mode of transport. Once clear of city centre traffic
it could reach its dizzy 30mph maximum, at which the rear bogie would vibrate violently as it wasn't worth balancing those
four 11.00 x 20 tyres. Today you can spend £1 on a massage chair at the airport, but those seated on the red leather bench
over the rear wheels received one free of charge.
As motoring journalist in the 1960s I had a wide professional readership and regularly drove heavies for test reports and (to
be honest) for fun. One day I was allowed to drive a BUT trolleybus around the very large Haymarket depot in Belfast and
believe me it was a handful. B.U.T. stood for British United Traction, a joint venture between truck makers AEC and
Leyland. Chief instructor Billy had begun his career on trams, then diesel buses before joining the trolley fleet. The first task
was to unhook the booms and place them onto the conductors, checking the contact pads as he did so. These pads were
graphite blocks about the size of one's fist and were replaced each day. While in use they released a spray of carbon dust,
which is why the rear section of the roof was painted a khaki colour instead of red – this being considered to show less dirt.
Billy then explained the apparently simple controls which apart from the steering wheel were quite different to those I had
known. We clambered over the front wheel to the small door into the full-width cab, dominated by a red notice declaring
CAUTION: 8 FEET WIDE VEHICLE. The driver's seat rested on a metal box containing the power contactors with the master
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switch on its front. Forward and reverse were selected by another huge switch on the roof. Instruments were a tiny
speedometer that might have come from a motorbike, and a big vacuum gauge for the brakes. “You don't need a speedo
on these things”, he said, “at 30mph you'll know you're doing it. But you certainly do need the brakes”. The trolleys had a
primitive turn signal on the rear panel, but it was difficult to see and hand signals were given via the little window in the
door. Flapping your right hand about while hauling 10 tons of bus around with the left was an acquired art. The dynamotor
whined into life as Billy moved the master switch and he explained the controls while the vacuum was built up. The
trolleybus had two pedals, one to go and one to stop. To make life more interesting the pedals were reversed compared to
petrol vehicles, with power on the left and brake on the right. The power pedal acted as an accelerator as one would
expect, but when released the last half of its travel engaged, regenerative braking which turned the motor into a dynamo
and returned power into the wires. The brake pedal first engaged the rheostat brake which turned the motor into a
powerful retarder, the final movement engaging the mechanical vacuum-assisted brakes. Regenerative braking returned
power to the wires with unpredictable results on hilly routes, when fully laden descending buses could raise voltage to 800
volts or even more. The empty buses ascending for the next load of commuters would suddenly climb like rockets. “Off we
go then, release the handbrake and press the power pedal gently”, said Billy. I noted that he held one hand close to the
master switch and kept it there throughout my lesson, a wise precaution. There was a click from the contactors below and
the bus moved smoothly into the traffic lane. Another click, a smooth surge of power, and we were hurtling towards the
first corner at all of 10mph. “Watch the overhead”, said Billy. “You need to check the points, not all are automatic so the
conductor will change them for you. And you mustn't go too far to the side or the booms will come off”. Things were
moving too fast for me, I touched the brake and the bus stopped abruptly. “That's the rheostat brake; it operates down to
walking pace on first movement of the brake pedal. It catches everyone out but you get used to it”. Using first contact only,
I gingerly crept round the corner. The steering was fairly light but Billy said it would become very heavy with a full load.
With its 19ft wheelbase the beast was clumsy, and the double-drive rear bogie made matters worse – as usual the bogie
wants to run straight on and extra power is required to scrub its tyres sideways. Now the full length of the depot was in
front of us. Let her go, said Billy, power to the floor, and 20mph came up in a few seconds, though it felt like 60. Power
pedal back to the halfway mark, the first stage of rheostat braking engages, then the second, and the bus slows smoothly
for the corner. On the next circuit I tried the footbrake for a full stop; no problem. Twenty minutes around the circuit and I
was almost used to the reversed pedals. Now you've got it, said Billy, I'll put you on the 33 route tomorrow. But no way
would I have taken this monster out of the depot gate – assuming I got it through the gate. The final ignominy came shortly
afterwards as buses were parked along the traffic lane after maintenance. I pulled well clear to pass them and boingggg!
The booms sprang up to their limits and the bus came to a halt. Clearly there was a very fine limit between sideswiping
parked vehicles and jumping the booms. Climb down from the cab, lift the pole from the side, replace the booms, re-stow
the pole, climb back into the cab … who needs a gym.
I was very lucky to have driven this unique vehicle, and to this day I retain great respect for its drivers who served their
fellow citizens for 30 years. What we call the Northern Ireland Troubles exploded across the country in August 1969, but
civil unrest had started two years earlier. Buses and lorries were hijacked by armed rioters for use as burning barricades,
and while diesel drivers could sometimes reverse or divert away from trouble, the trolley was helplessly tied to its wires.
Many were destroyed, and the last one ran in 1968 to be preserved in the Ulster Transport Museum. They pulled her out
one day for a photo call beside the latest Volvo B10 double-decker and Belfast's last trolleybus, once the leviathan of the
highway, looked quite tiny.
Before I go, here's another happy memory. If I timed it right, about 8.22am, the clip-clop of high heels announced the
arrival of the beautiful Barbara from further down our street. She would take my arm to the stop and we would share that
narrow and cosy seat, every jolt of the old trolleybus bringing her closer - a lovely way to start the day. But that's another
story.

The Belfast system was the second largest trolleybus network in the United Kingdom, after the
London system. It had a total of 17 routes, and a maximum fleet of 245 trolleybuses. It was the
only trolleybus system built in Ireland, opening on 28 March 1938 and closing on 12 May 1968.
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TAKE THREE (WHEN 12)

Three views of Volvo 216 taken in 2004 on what was then route 12 that ran between Lyall Bay and Karori Park. The route was later
renumbered to 3 sometime around late 2006 or early 2007 (can anyone be more specific?). The three locations were taken in (top)
Glenmore Street, (above left) Courtenay Place and (above right) Karori Road. 216 was withdrawn from service in 2008.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

THE CROSSLEYS
LADEN WEIGHT: 13 TONS. CHASSIS: CROSSLEY MOTORS TSD 42/1. BUILT: WELLINGTON CITY CORPORATION TRANSPORT.
BODY DIMENSIONS: 33’6” X 8’. SEATING: 43. MOTOR: 120HP. CHASSIS WEIGHT: 9530 LBS. ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT:
METROPOLITAN VICKERS. TOTAL BUSES: 10.
Date into service
All withdrawn by 1973.
1
P1652
EV6676
05/10/1949
2
P1653
EV6677
05/10/1949
3
P1654
EV6678
05/10/1949
4
P1655
EV6679
05/10/1949
5
P1656
EV6680
12/11/1949
6
P1657
EV6681
22/12/1949
7
P1658
EV6682
14/02/1950
8
P1659
EV6683
01/05/1950
9
P1660
EV6684
24/05/1950
10
P1661
EV6685
04/09/1950
It is not known when these buses’ number plates changed from the P to the EV series.
Crossley 7, P1658, in Aotea Quay. Photo: Graeme Bennett.
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ANSWER TO THE PAGE 3
CONUNDRUM
Left and below: I have to confess to
needing Henry Brittain’s help to
discover where Crossley 9 actually was
in the picture featured on page 3. The
slip road seen here from which Crossley
4 is emerging is no longer there, and
neither is the caravan sales yard. The
road ahead of the trolleybus in which a
couple of caravans and a Humber Super
Snipe are parked is today’s Evans Bay
Parade where you will now find the
Kilbirnie bus hub. In the second
photograph (below) which again
features Crossley 9, the bus is turning
left from Evans Bay Parade into Bay Road. To the side of the
bus is the Mobil Service Station (still with a presence at the
same site today) and if you look carefully you can see the
overhead running behind the Goodyear Tyres sign. Many
years ago buses turned right off Rongotai Road between
where today’s KFC and Mobil stand and could continue
either towards the city or in the case of Crossley 9 by
turning left into Bay Road on a turnaround loop back to the
nearby depot. Eventually the rest of this section of Evans
Bay Parade was wired and this turnaround route, seen
here, removed. The caravans in these two views are
standing on land now occupied by today’s KFC and its drivethrough. Trolleybuses could still turn right from Rongotai
Road into Bay Road as they did up until the end of trolley
operation. Photos: Graeme Bennett.

Left: This contemporary view of
Designline prototype 301 in
Rongotai Road, looking west
towards the shopping centre,
gives an idea where the slip road
for the turnaround loop was
believed to have once been.
Buses would turn right between
where the shops and the KFC
outlet now stand, somewhere
close to 301’s position. 30
January 2017.

Right: This view from Evans Bay Parade shows the
(arrowed) original route of buses using the turnaround
loop. The small lane was between KFC and Mobil and
exited into Evans Bay Parade by today’s bus hub. The
caravans were on the land behind the trolleybus and
where the Finger Lickin’ building now stands. On 29 April
2016, 342 was using the contemporary turnaround loop
while on a test run from the nearby depot. This
photograph was taken before the locality was developed
into today’s Kilbirnie bus hub.

Left: An unidentified Crossley turns right from Rongotai Road into Bay
Road. Examination of the background (arrowed) shows the slip road and
turnaround wiring position. The image was taken before trolleybus wiring
was erected to Newtown and was still firmly in the domain of the trams.
Photo: Graeme Bennett.
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DUNEDIN MEMORIES

Left: In 1980, during the latter years
of trolleybus operation in Dunedin,
79 climbs away from the city on
Highcliff Road past Anderson’s Bay
Presbyterian Church with a route 5
service to Shiel Hill. The going looks
tough judging by the cyclists pushing
their bikes, but it was no problem for
the electric traction of the day. 79
was the last of the fleet of seventynine B.U.T. RETB1 trolleybuses that
came into service between 1950 and
1962. It ran until closure of the
system in 1982.* The Anderson’s Bay
Presbyterian Church, recognised by
Heritage New Zealand as a category
two historic place, is currently on the
market. The church, opened in 1914,
has been empty since 2015 when the
parish was dissolved due to
dwindling
numbers
and
an
earthquake assessment that meant
repair costs for the building could not
be covered.

Right: 77 has just turned at the turning circle on Highcliff Road above the Anderson’s
Bay School and is now heading back towards the city and the Exchange. It will then
continue along George Street, through the Octagon, before continuing past the
Gardens up Signal Hill Road to Opoho.

Above: Looking down Highcliff Road, the second view shows a lady boarding 77,
no doubt heading into the city centre to do some shopping. September 1977.

All photos: D.L.A. Turner with additional notes from Bill Cowan of Dunedin and Dave Turner.

*The Dunedin Trolley bus system was closed on 6 July 1979. However, because of the 1979 fuel crisis, the Dunedin City
Council decided to reopen those routes that still had functional overhead wiring. The re-opened route between Shiel Hill and
Opoho was then renumbered route 5 instead of route 8. Opoho, at the end of route 8 is found in the north-eastern suburbs
of Dunedin whilst Anderson’s Bay and Shiel Hill are located in the south-eastern corner of the city. The system finally closed
on 31 March 1982. 77 was saved for preservation by the late Ian Little and housed at the Foxton Trolleybus Museum. 79 has
become part of the Tramway Historical Society’s collection and can be found at Ferrymead in Christchurch.
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As we know it wasn’t the end for Dunedin 79 – it was saved by the Tramway Historical Society
and here it is running in preservation...

Above: Ex Dunedin trolleybus 79 in the turning circle beside the trolleybus shed in the Ferrymead Heritage Park.
Below: 79’s new life in the Christchurch suburb of Heathcote running along Truscotts Road beside the Ferrymead Heritage Park on 25
January 2009. In the background, Castle Rock’s outline atop the Port Hills was still complete and yet to be re-shaped by the Christchurch
February 2011 earthquake. Photos: D.L.A. Turner.
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A COUPLE OF CHRISTCHURCH ‘OLDIES’

Map: Route map of the trolleybus network operated by the Christchurch Tramway
Board from 1931 to 1956. Matthew 25187 Wikipedia.

Wellington opened the first trolleybus route in New Zealand back in
1924, though it only used one vehicle and was little over a kilometre in
length. It fell to Christchurch to lay claim in developing the first system
of a substantial nature that opened in 1931 and which three years
later had grown to 18.5km. Other than Wellington’s “trackless tram”
these are examples of photographs of the next oldest vehicles to
operate under trolleybus overhead. Can anyone identify where
Ransomes Sims and Jefferies 215 is standing – the clue will be the
large gasholders in the background – certainly not a feature of today’s
landscape. Are the pair outside the Falsgrave Street depot? 215 was
new in 1934 and ran until closure came in 1956. The photograph was
taken on 3 January 1948 and is one of the oldest images published in
UTW. However, an even older trolleybus is seen below in the form of
English Electric 208, new in 1931, one of six introduced to the streets
of the “Garden City” that year. It is pictured in Fitzgerald Avenue on 17
February 1949 en route to the seaside at New Brighton. Neither
trolleybus survived into preservation.
Photos: the late Alan Bellamy.

WOW!

Graeme Bennett took this amazing view from high up on the Railway Station looking down at what was once the terminus for many buses,
trolleybuses and trams. What a wealth of vehicle interest there is! Looking straight ahead to the left of the centre pole is Mulgrave Street
with the spire and roof of Old St Paul’s Church visible in the distance. To the right is Thorndon Quay and on the corner is the Wellington
Tramway Corporation building built in 1908 of which the lower section of the facade behind the tram and motor bus remains today. Much
of what else you can see has long been demolished and replaced with new structures.
Left: The view looking
back to what is thought
to
be
Graeme’s
viewpoint for the photo
above. This was the last
day that trolleybuses
would ever be seen
here and there were
less than twelve hours
before ‘the end’ – 31
October 2017. 371
turns to enter stop A at
the Interchange and
then head off to
Miramar.

Right: Referred to in the top photograph, this is the facade of Wellington Tramway Corporation building
that remains today on the corner of Mulgrave Street and Thorndon Quay. A reminder of our transport
heritage.
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SEEING DOUBLE ON ROUTE 3
Left: School’s out in Karori Road
(Samuel Marsden Collegiate and
Karori Normal School) and trying
to negotiate the afternoon traffic
on 29 November 2013 are 337
and 342, both travelling towards
Karori Park terminus.

Below: On the same day, 359 and
336 follow one another along
Chaytor Street and are about to
travel through the Karori tunnel.
On the right of the photograph is
Northland Tunnel Road, once part
of the trolleybus route to
Northland, closed in 1972.

Below: Later the same day 359 is seen again,
this time in Onepu Road outside Kilbirnie depot
where it looks that perhaps a shift change is
taking place. 379 passes in the opposite
direction en route to Karori Park which it will
reach in about 45 minutes. In the upper right
hand corner can be seen the switch that
enabled trolleybuses to enter the depot.
Parked further along the road with its poles
down is 331.

All photos:
ALEX PRODAN

38

ON THE HATAITAI LOOP

Alex Prodan was on
holiday in Wellington in
late 2013 enjoying the
city’s trolleybuses.
]
Left: On a stunning morning
on 29 November 2013 Alex
visited the Hataitai loop and
recorded
345
leaving
Waipapa Road Not in
Service. It’s not known if the
trolleybus was returning to
the depot – the time stamp
on the photograph records
it as 6.20am.
Below:
Further
down
Waitoa Road and 345 was
recorded approaching a
power feed and switch 476.
Is that something hanging
from the overhead?

Right: Unfortunately we will
never know if 345 went straight
ahead across the intersection
and on to the city or used the
switch and moved on to the
inside wires which would take
the bus left into Moxham
Avenue just ahead by the
pedestrian crossing and then
back to Kilbirinie. Trolleybus
operation on route 5 ended on
Friday 18 September 2015. The
next day the overhead that led
onto/from the Hataitai loop was
truncated. From early May 2016
the wires were removed.
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RARITIES

Left: A white Designline trolleybus?
Indeed. For a very short time 331
and 332 appeared in this colour.
Very soon after this rare
photograph was taken the pair
were vinyl wrapped in paua shell
and fern leaf patterns respectively.
Graeme
Inwood
took
this
photograph of 332 at the
Interchange on 14 November 2007
while the bus was being road
tested. Looking at the man in front
of the bus I trust this wasn’t an
emergency brake test! It wasn’t; if
you look carefully you will see the
front door is open.

Right: A month later on 17 December the bus was having
the final parts of its fern leaf livery applied at Kilbirnie.
Below: 332’s final guise, as seen in Karori Road on 24
March 2009 passing what looks to be a stable mate.
However, this was the similar body used on the Scania
21XX series diesels built with a Designline body. 2123 had
stopped while working the short lived route 49 to
Queensgate. Photos: Graeme Inwood.

Left: Another rarity. This time
Volvo 215 photographed circa
1988 by Michael Jarka. Into
service in 1982 the bus only lasted
eight years and was scrapped in
1992. It’s believed its fate was
hastened by it ending up in a deep
culvert in Onepu Road that was
part of some road works. The
chassis twisted and presumably it
was too expensive to fix. 215 was
one of the first Volvos to be
withdrawn. When the bus was
broken up, the Formica fleet
number badge that used to sit on
the inside bulkhead above the
windscreen was saved and is now
in
the
Omnibus
Society’s
collection.
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TAILPIECE

Having not long travelled through Hataitai tunnel, 355 runs downhill along Elizabeth Street, Mt Victoria with an inbound route 2 service
from Miramar on 1 May 2017. At the end of the street 355 will turn right into Cambridge Terrace to then reach Courtenay Place for its run
through the central business district to the Railway Station. Its advertisement on this occasion was for the forthcoming World of
Wearable Art show in September, an internationally recognised design competition, attracting entries from more than 40 countries each
year. Due to the disruption caused by coronavirus, like many events, the 2020 show had to be cancelled – the first time in its history.

