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Oops, it appears B.U.T. 104, the gate and the VW Kombi van have had some close contact! A bit of a tight turn from Ross Street into
Kilbirnie depot is no doubt the cause. Photo: Graeme Bennett.

Front Cover: Our featured trolleybus this month is Designline 356. First into service in 2009, 356 fell by the wayside during
with an
unknown problem and so only had a working life of seven years. In happier times it is seen at work in Willis Street on 4 December 2014
returning to the Railway Station on a route 9 duty from Aro Street. A feature on its life and times can be found on page 4.
Please Note: Under the Wires contains facts, views, opinions, statements and other content and links to external websites. Reasonable efforts are made to include accurate and current information but the Editor
makes no warranties or representations as to the accuracy, value or safety of the published items. No liability or responsibility can be taken for errors or omissions.
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With many of the country s businesses closed during the Level 4 Covid-19 lockdown (eased to Level 3 on 28 April and again to Level 2 on
14 May) other than for essential services it was not possible for any trolleybus sales to be entered into either. Only four buses had been
disposed of as at 1 May; these left Kilbirnie depot prior to the Level 4 lockdown beginning. They were 332 to Waiuku, 338 and 352 to
Wainuiomata and 367 to Cambridge. 384, the very last trolleybus in service, has been saved for
preservation with it eventually going to Foxton. It was towed from Kilbirnie in the first week of May,
together with gutted 387. By the end of the month, others have been picked out for purchase and by then
a total of sixteen trolleybuses had departed the depot. Add in the three prototypes, 301-3 (donated by NZ
Bus to the Omnibus Society) and almost a third of the fleet has now been disposed of. Details on page 24.
A consequence of most flights in and out of Wellington being cancelled, with only essential travel within
the country permitted, has seen the indefinite suspension of route 91 Airport Flyer service operated by NZ
Bus. Apart from this all bus services are running as normal (albeit with fewer passengers). The Flyers are
currently stored inside Kilbirnie depot.
Right: 2505 arriving at the Interchange from Lower Hutt on 13 March 2020 just prior to the lockdown starting.

There was a problem with one of Angus McIntyre s YouTube video links (Vancouver Trolleybus 70th Anniversary) last month. If you had a
problem here is the correct link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pJlT17Q1jtQ
Angus has also released another video of interest (Trolleybuses Return to Route 41 Vancouver for Two Days) and this can be found at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yC51s9oOKzs
I have had a request from Allan Steel who is seeking photographs of Dunedin s former trams and trolleybuses. Allan runs the “Dunedin
Trams and Buses – a Photographic Record” Facebook page and has a goal of putting together albums of each vehicle and endeavouring to
show changes that occurred during their life on the road. If you are able to help him with his project and are willing to share your pictures
please contact Allan at waikouaiti21a@gmail.com
I expect many readers, be they here in New Zealand or in other places around the world, will
have been enduring some sort of restriction in their lives due to the Covid-19 pandemic. The
word lockdown has now become part of everyday vocabulary People will have been finding
jobs to catch up on being confined more to their homes. Reader, Phil Waters has been busy
constructing his model London Transport Feltham tram. Have you been occupied with
something transport related that could be included in next month s issue when we hope
conditions might be somewhat easier than at present? See what one local did with Lego® blocks
turn to page 12.
Tranzurban have started a recruiting campaign (see right) via the
destination display of its buses. During May they updated their Not in
Service display cycle to include a plug for more drivers.
On Thursday 14 May, New Zealand dropped its Covid-19 alert level (on a 1-4 scale) another step from 3 to 2. This
enabled businesses and their staff to return to some form of normality since the lockdown restrictions began on 26
March. Although buses and trains had already been running normal services but with very restricted passenger
numbers, this situation eased from 14 May. Buses were able to carry 40% of the usual seated load, compared to 20%
under alert level 3. In number terms Tranzurban Optares now carry up to a maximum of 16 people (up from 7), larger
BCI and Scania buses 21 (up from 11) electric double-deckers a total of 31 and diesel double-deckers 39 (up from 20).
Trains were able to carry 30% of the usual passenger numbers compared to 15% under the previous alert level. Buses have reverted to
front door boarding but standing is not allowed. Meanwhile, travel on public transport continus to be free.
Tom Douce regularly contributes to the Readers’ Segment with his feedback. This month he has asked if you would like to nominate your
favourite trolleybus. So how about letting us know your thoughts and the reason for it being your favourite.
If you are thinking of visiting the Wellington Tramway Museum at Queen Elizabeth Park at Paekakariki it would pay to
check their website first before taking a trip there. Like many activities, the tramway remains closed meantime due to
the restrictions on maximum numbers of people gathering together. Having said that people can sit on buses and
trains as long as they are a metre apart so maybe it won t be long before the trams are up and running again From
Friday 29 May gatherings up to 100 were permitted so this may be the catalyst to re-start the tram rides.
The Aotea Quay Special sent out on
May appears to have been well received judging by the many messages
received. As expected, reading the history has jogged a number of readers memories and their nuggets of interest
have been reproduced on pages 18 and 19.
As we go to press the Covid-19 restrictions continue to ease especially with
numbers of people able to mix and mingle (though still expected to keep at least a
metre distance). Buses and trains still only accept smaller passenger loads
meantime and people are asked to track their journey when travelling. New
Zealand had just one case of the virus as at 1 June. I hope wherever you are that
things are on the mend.
As always, the photographs are mine unless otherwise stated. Enjoy your read.

Tha k
hi
h c
ib
Alan Smith, Graham Stewart, Graeme Bennett, Phil Waters, Steve
Green, Peter Coventry, David James, Wayne Henry, D.L.A. Turner, Henry Brittain, Graeme Inwood
and all those who provided feedback.
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A FOCUS ON 356 - LOOKING BACK AT ITS LIFE, YEAR BY YEAR
The on-going series about the Designline fleet - this month we remember 356.

Right: Our look back at 356 starts on 8 June
2009. This was my first sighting of the bus
and it looks in brand new condition. The
location of the photograph is Kilbirnie
Crescent, part of route 2 between Miramar
and the Railway Station.
Below: Our next view, taken on 23 December
2010 sees 356 climbing Bowen Street on a 3
to Karori Park. The Beehive towers above the
bus as it passes the intersection with The
Terrace. For some unknown reason the bus
was running on battery power.

Above: A night scene for a change with 356 dropping off a passenger in
Lambton Quay north end near the end of its run from Seatoun on 12 May
2011.

Right: The very leafy terminus at the end of Aro Street.
This view, taken on 9 November 2012 gives an impression
of the turning loop and arrival/departure stop. During the
year advertising began to be applied to the buses and
although not visible in this view an ad for Specsavers had
been applied to the off-side of 356, which is on full lock as
it departs the terminus for the Railway Station.
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Right: 356 climbs Pirie Street in Mt
Victoria and is approaching the entrance
to the Hataitai tunnel while on a trip to
Miramar on 2 December 2013.

Left: The low floor Designline
trolleybuses were ideal for people
with mobility issues as demonstrated
here as a wheelchair is put aboard
356 at a stop in Adelaide Road on 22
December
I don t think the
driver has fallen asleep perhaps he
was hiding from the cameraman.

Right: 356 had a variety of advertisements applied to its offside in 2015.
On 21 May 2015 it was wearing a promotion for the New Zealand
production of Dancing with the Stars and in this view is heading south on
Willis Street on a trip to Newtown Park.

Left: This photograph was the last I ever took of 356 in
service, seen here turning from Elizabeth Street into
Brougham Street, Mt Victoria with a 2 to Miramar on 18
February 2016. From then on the trolleybus was always
present at Kilbirnie depot. As mentioned on page 2 it must
have suffered a serious fault as it was never seen on the road
again. Its licencing fee label expired on 15 December 2016.
356 is yet to be disposed of.

SIGNS OF THE TIMES DURING LOCKDOWN RESTRICTIONS

Examples of the signage that has appeared in buses in response to the Covid-19
outbreak. Note the information to passengers during alert levels 4 and 3 (above)
about the numbers that can be carried aboard. On a medium size vehicle (e.g.
Optare 3167) the total was eight (normally a maximum of 55), and on a larger bus
(e.g. BCI 3423), the maximum was eleven (normally 75, including standees). The Stop
and Sit Here! stickers are spread throughout buses.
With the easing of restrictions on 14 May, passenger loadings were able to be
increased. Entry via the front door returned, but standing was not permitted.

Hand sanitiser bottles were added to many buses,
particularly those used on school runs.
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Left: On the thirty-third day of New
Zealand s Level Covid-19 lockdown
this was a view looking south along
Lambton Quay from the Interchange.
On 29 April 2020 there was just one
parked car and two pedestrians in
what would normally be a busy
morning scene It s very rare to get a
view like this and within moments
cars were crossing the intersection
ahead and almost empty buses
arriving and leaving the Interchange.
Full weekday bus services resumed
the previous day but it was very
evident in my hour s recreation in the
city that few passengers were being
carried. One puzzling feature was the
necessity to run a ten-minute service
on route 22 to the University when
the campuses were closed; also the
need for a double-decker on the 23z
to the Zoo, another casualty of
lockdown with no visitors allowed.
Left: The new norm of boarding (and exiting) a bus through the rear door It s often
usual for a 3 to Rongotai or Lyall Bay to leave the Interchange already well-filled. This
route 3 bus had five passengers on departure.

Right: Large signs like this are on the floor of every bus
and train operated by Metlink.

Left: This view of the subway from the Railway Station to the bus
Interchange was taken on 5 May. You would be hard pressed at most
times to take a photograph like this during the day. However, since
the Coronavirus lockdown, (even at Level 3) very few people
travelled using public transport.

Right: Excuse a bit of artistic licence and fun. Perhaps some of
Metlink s messages need an addition to them Fish and chip shops
did open during May but with restrictions.
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Left: BCI 3518 was still wearing its Pride livery on 8 March. It
could be said that a double-decker was a strange choice to run
the 23z between the Railway Station and the Zoo, considering
this can often be a very lightly patronised service in normal
conditions (let alone during a lockdown) and with barely anyone
travelling. Running a full bus service during the Level 3 lockdown
period was commendable but based on observations, excessive
under the circumstances. On this gorgeous autumn morning on
Friday 8 May it could be said that a Sunday service would have
sufficed. It is surprising that the decision was taken to implement
a full timetable service from March 28 despite so few having
returned to work or needing to travel. However, the service level
did allow many bus drivers to return to work. Having said that,
many instances of empty buses were seen running one behind
the other through the city centre and others with just a handful
of passengers aboard. When this photograph was taken, 3518
had just turned into Courtenay Place.

Right: At 11.30am on a day like this (8 May) Lambton
Quay would normally be humming with activity.
However, in this view there are more buses than
people! An NZ Bus M.A.N. dawdles through the CBD
past Cable Car Lane hoping for custom but there was
none. I use the word dawdle because there was no
pressure, few passengers, no need to hurry, no fares
to collect and no traffic hold-ups life was quiet. Yes,
that s right there s just the one man strolling along
Lambton Quay.

Left: Sign of the times 1: The driver of
NZ Bus Scania 2213 wearing a mask and
blue latex gloves while at the wheel in
Lambton Quay on 8 May.

Below: Sign of the times 2: Another
driver wearing his kit works along
Lambton Quay in Tranzurban Scania
3319 on a route 1 to the northern
suburbs.

Left: Stay Safe, Be Kind... messages
have been programmed into the
Tranzurban fleet s Not in Service
cycle. 3415 illustrates the message
prior to departing Grenada depot s
yard on 9 May 2020.
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ITEMS FROM YESTERYEAR
A copy of this historic map, provided
by Alan Smith, shows Wellington in
its heyday of electric traction. The
map first appeared in Electric
Traction (Journal of the Australian
Electric Traction Association) Vol. XXI,
No.1, in January 1966.
Source: Steele, C.J.M.
A Visitor’s view of New Zealand in 1 65 Part 1.

Alan Smith added “Chris Steele
describes in his two-part article, the
method he used to undertake the
mapping in each trolleybus city (i.e.
Auckland, New Plymouth, Wellington
and Dunedin). He hired a taxi and was
driven everywhere “under the wires”,
stopping to make detailed records of
junctions etc. I guess the cab driver was
only too happy to wait, while the meter
ticked on!”

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------New B.U.T. trolleybuses lined up in Wakefield Street depot. Henry Brittain was
collecting bus clippings when he was only 12 when this newspaper photograph in
the Truth newspaper (long since defunct) was published in 1953. Was it a case of
mischief-making by the newspaper clearly not knowing the background as to why
the buses weren t in service? Henry writes: After this photo was published, to
avoid any additional publicity, the buses were removed and stored, mostly in the
Newtown Tram Depot where they were out of sight. Buses were parked in many
out of the way places at Newtown and were retained there until about September
1954
when
they
moved
back
to
Wakefield Street and
prepared
for
the
opening of the Karori
trolleybus route in
October 1954.

Right: Another article from the Truth newspaper in 1954. Councillor Hardy
wanted rid of the trams and said “We will fire them out and get what we can
for them if it is only £10 each. Altogether there will be 1 0 for disposal.” As it
turned out they were disposed of for £22.10.0 each.
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SPOTLIGHT ON THE MEDIA
Where you can catch up with what has been in the news and
who has been saying what...

Massive increase in Wellington bus users, but who's
paying for it?
Wellington's buses and trains are getting busier,* but one analyst says not everyone is being charged fairly. The Better Metlink Fares
review assessed changes introduced by Metlink in July 2018, including free transfers, discounts for students, and a 3 per cent fare
increase. It found growth was driven heavily by off-peak users taking advantage of discounted fares outside busy hours. A 25 per cent
discount for off-peak travel saw a higher-than-expected uptake, accounting for about two million additional rides. Overall, the changes led
to a higher-than-expected increase in boardings, up 4.6 per cent compared to a predicted 4 per cent, a total of extra
3m passengers. Presenting the report to the Greater Wellington Regional Council, public transport general manager Wayne Hastie said the
total increase in patronage could have been as high as 7 per cent this year, were it not for Covid-19 lockdown. The changes also had a
lower-than-expected impact on revenues; a $2.5 million hit compared an expected $5.7 million. Snapper cards now account for 78 per
cent of all bus boardings, up from 60 per cent in 2018. A national integrated ticketing system was identified as a priority, because it would
allow train and bus commuters to pay with the same method, and would provide the council with more data about how people are using
the network. The report clearly shows that as a package Metlink achieved much of what it set out to accomplish and this contributed to
more people using the network across the region than originally envisioned Councillor Roger Blakely said However, business analyst and
blogger Tony Randle criticised the report s findings He claimed the increase in boardings may be an inaccurate way to assess patronage
grown, given the bus network changes in 2019 had forced many passengers to make more transfers as part of their commute. Hastie said
total boardings was the measure they had always used. Under the new network some areas need more transfers and some need less.
There were very few transfers forced upon people he said Randle also said an analysis of base rail and bus fares compared with the cost
of driving ignored the majority of users. The report also showed taking public transport was 60 per cent cheaper than driving long-distance
journeys. However, for trips between one and three zones, there was little-to-no difference in cost, excluding parking fees. Randle also
claimed the council s fare structure meant public transport commuters in Wellington City were effectively subsidising the rest of the
region. Across the network, costs are shared roughly equally between transport rates and commuter rates. However, in the city,
commuters are paying 64 per cent of the share, compared with as low as 33 per cent in wider regions. Councillor Jenny Brash said that was
like comparing apples and potatoes because many buses in the wider areas are feeder buses to train stations which are subsidised by
the council.
* This story relates to pre Covid-19 lockdown figures. (Post lockdown (Levels 4 and 3) buses still ran, albeit with very light loadings or
sometimes even empty, although on return to Level 2 with movement restrictions easing, bus patronage substantially increased).
Source: Stuff. 30 April 2020. https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/wellington-top-stories/121365717/massive-increase-in-wellingtonbus-users-but-whos-paying-for-it
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Social distancing on buses will be reduced one metre at Level 2
Social distancing measures on Metlink trains and buses will be reduced from two metres to one metre when the country moves to Covid19 Alert Level 2. The current two metre distancing rules recommendations mean that medium-sized buses often can only carry a
maximum of eight people; councillors were told at a Greater Wellington Regional Council meeting on Thursday. With an estimated
500,000 people across the country going back to work under Level 3, the limited capacity was already putting a strain on the
system. Councillors were also told all buses, trains, stations and interchanges in Wellington have also been equipped with CCTV cameras,
which could be used to assist contract tracing efforts. The cameras have not yet been required, councillors were told, because no one with
Covid-19 was believed to have taken public transport in the city. During Level 4, Metlink buses and trains ran based on a Sunday
schedule and were only been available to essential workers or for people going to supermarkets, pharmacies and other essential
locations. At Level 3, schedules returned to normal weekday routes. All fares are still free. At Level 2, buses and trains are expected to
start charging fares again. A Metlink spokesman said there were about 4000 passenger boardings on buses at Level 4. At Level 3, that had
increased to about 10,000 boardings, he said. On rail, Metlink had seen increases ranging from a doubling or even tripling patronage on
certain services. Some had got close to capacity, with more than 100 people on board at any one time. This is uncharted territory, and we
are closely monitoring everything we are seeing on the bus and rail networks and are focused on ensuring that our communities continue
to receive the level of public transport they deserve." The harbour ferry service has not started running again, but council officers said
they were in discussion with the operator to resume operations at Level 2.
Source: Stuff. 1 May 2020. https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/wellington/121380084/social-distancing-on-buses-will-be-reducedone-metre-at-level-2
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Level 2 capacity problems for Wellington buses and trains
Concerns have been raised about whether Wellington public transport has the capacity to move large numbers of people across the region
with space for social distancing, under alert level 2. Under official guidelines, physical distancing of 1-metre is required, including on public
transport. But large numbers commute into Wellington City for work from the Kāpiti Coast Porirua the Hutt Valley and Wairarapa The
Metlink network, operated by the Wellington Regional Council, is gearing up to return to its full pre-Covid timetable. Bus services have
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resumed in full, and trains services will resume from Monday Ferry services won t resume until alert level Regional Council Chair Daran
Ponter said the network can cater to the numbers commuting under alert level but there isn t capacity to provide the same assurances
under alert level 2. The move from level to level is much more problematic for us than the move from level to level because so
many more people will start to use public transport We just don t have the capacity to carry people with the physical distancing
requirements that might be in place The country will remain at alert level until at least
May When the alert level is relaxed it s
expected more people will return to their workplaces, and increase demand on public transport. Ponter said the problem was being
considered. There s discussions going on between the regional councils and Ministry of Health about how we organise ourselves
collectively for level
to give adequate assurances to the travelling community that they can travel safely The level 2 guidelines
encourage alternative ways of working such as remote working shift-based working, physical distancing, staggering meal breaks,
flexible leave but the increased movement of people is still expected Part of the solution requires providing people with viable
alternative means of transport said regional councillor Thomas Nash We need some practical alternatives that don t mean returning to
the congested polluted unsafe roads we ve become accustomed to prior to the lockdown I don t think going back to that status quo is
tenable. We ve been working with the Wellington City Council to encourage these measures to get in place as soon as possible My view
is it s a public health transport and climate imperative to get temporary cycle ways and wider footpaths in place as soon as possible
Such actions have already been undertaken in places such as Auckland, Nelson and Palmerston North. Nash said such measures for the
capital might not be far off. There have been encouraging conversations and I m confident we ll see measures in Wellington City in the
next few weeks I d like it to be sooner I think the Wellington City Council would like it to be sooner as well
Source: RNZ. 2 May 2020. http://wellington.scoop.co.nz/?p=127796
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Fully cashless buses could be a permanent fixture in Wellington after Covid-19
Cash could become a thing of the past on Wellington's buses and trains. Greater Wellington Regional Council chair Daran Ponter
confirmed he had asked council officers to produce an analysis paper discussing the pros and cons of a permanent move of all payments
to Snapper cards. "We're cashless right now, and we are moving towards it anyway. Cashless was destined to be the new reality
eventually," he said. A national integrated ticketing system, which would allow users to pay for any public transport anywhere in the
country, has been in development at NZTA for several years, and is likely still at least two years away from a launch. During the Covid-19
lockdown, Metlink train and bus fares have been waived. NZTA will continue to pick up the tab for all public transport until at least June 30
under current plans, regardless of what Covid-19 alert level the country is at. "We were a little surprised that NZTA chose a date so far out,
but this wasn't done to provide people with free public transport, it was to minimise the handling of cash and interactions with drivers."
An NZTA spokesperson said the policy "may be reviewed" at level 2, but no decision had been made. When the country moved to Level 3,
fares remained free but bus commuters were asked to continue using Snapper cards in order to gather data about which routes are
busiest. "There are two questions we need to consider: How long will we be faced with some Covid-19 conditions? And is it appropriate to
be transacting with cash if we could find a solution that removes it?" Ponter said. Only around 10 per cent of bus users pay with cash, he
said, and they tend to be during off-peak hours by people who are not regular users of public transport.
Source: Stuff. 4 May 2020. https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/wellington/121396978/fully-cashless-buses-could-be-a-permanentfixture-in-wellington-after-covid19
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Public transport 'will not be able to deliver' to capacity at level 2
As buses and trains return to normal scheduled services, commuters are being warned there is no guarantee they will be able to get a
seat. Social distancing rules have drastically reduced the capacity of bus services under level 3 and 4. Medium-sized buses have been
limited to 8-10 passengers, and large buses can carry a maximum of 12-14. At level 2, government recommendations are that social
distancing requirements will be reduced to 1 metre. That will allow for more people on each bus, but capacity will still be approximately
half the usual number of passengers. Passenger numbers are already rising fast, and are likely to boom again at level 2. The total number
of bus users doubled in one day after leaving level 4, Greater Wellington Regional Council transport chair Roger Blakeley said. "The"People
have got to be kind and understanding. They may have to let a bus pass if it is full." People living in suburbs closer to the centre city are
more likely to be impacted, as passengers will already be on board from earlier stops. "It is a problem, and it's not one we've faced before.
The reality is, we don't have any more buses in the yard." Even if Metlink were able to roll out more buses, they don't have enough
available drivers. 12 per cent of bus drivers in Wellington are over the age of 70 and therefore are not working at the moment. Trains are
likely to face similar issues, especially for passengers boarding at later stops around Petone or Newlands. Blakeley said he was concerned
there may be some frustration from the public. "It's going to be disconcerting if you look into a bus as it drives past and its largely empty,"
he said. The council will be rolling out "AmBUSadors" for the first time since the July 2018 network change, to be situated at key stops and
pinch points to explain changes to commuters. In Christchurch, Environment Canterbury's senior public transport operator Stewart Gibbon
said a small number of bus trips in the city were already reaching capacity. "When we move to Alert Level 2, social distancing will still be
required. More people will be able to be carried, but there will still be reduced capacity." Gibbon asked people to allow plenty of time to
reach their destinations, and avoid peak times if possible. Auckland Transport said no capacity problems had arisen, with buses now
operating to normal timetables, and trains to a 20-minute interval, weekend timetable. On trains in Auckland, patronage was still at
around one-third of what could be carried even with social distancing restrictions applied. The agency was working on plans for when the
country moves to Covid-19 alert level 2, and that was where some constraints on popular routes might appear. Patronage for the whole of
last week in Auckland was less than for a normal weekday.
Source: Stuff. 4 May 2020. https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/wellington-top-stories/121398339/public-transport-will-not-be-ableto-deliver-to-capacity-at-level-2
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Public transport limited to 43 per cent capacity at Level 2
Public transport across New Zealand is set to expand under alert level 2, but capacity on buses and trains will still be restricted to no more
than 50 per cent. Under level 2, social distancing requirements will be reduced from 2 metres to 1m, which will allow public transport to
open up every second seat. Fares are expected to remain free until June 30, under an agreement between NZTA and regional councils.
Official advice from the government, which will make a decision about moving to level 2 on May 11, is to try to limit taking public
transport, or ride during off-peak hours. It also suggests not sitting next to strangers, not to travel if you are displaying Covid-19
symptoms, and not to travel to any event which breaches level 2 rules. For regional councils and transport authorities that poses a
challenge, as more and more business open up again, meaning greater numbers of people clamouring for seats. The 2m-separation rules
had seen buses and trains operating at 22.5 per cent of capacity on average. The reduction to 1m will increase that to 43 per cent,
according to estimates from Auckland Transport. Wellington buses and trains will be reduced even further, running at just a third of their
normal capacity, according to Greater Wellington Regional Council transport chair Roger Blakeley. Seats will be marked with green and red
stickers indicating where people can and can't sit. For an idea of just how much the lockdown has hit public transport demand, daily
patronage in Auckland fell from 280,000 to just 10,000 under level 4. That number has more than tripled in level 3, up to 37,000 trips a
day. Exactly what those figures look like at level 2 is the big unknown. In Wellington, Metlink is anticipating many people will be unable to
find a seat, especially at stops closer to the city. "We're obviously anticipating a lot more people wanting to use public transport at level
2", Metlink spokesperson Matthew O'Driscoll said. "We're trying to prepare customers to they understand they might not be able to get
on the first bus or train, but it's a full timetable so there will be another one coming along." Metlink is looking at rolling out a team of
"AmBUSsadors" to patrol busy bus stops and help guide confused commuters. The team will be extended onto trains and ferries as well. It
would be the first time AmBUSsadors have hit the streets since June 2018, when a reworked schedule led to a city-wide transport
meltdown which many labelled "the bustastrophe". Wellington will move to reopen its regular harbour ferry service at level 2. Auckland
Transport said it was unclear how its public transport network would manage the still-unknown demand when the country moved to level
2. Auckland Transport itself expected to have just 25 per cent of its normal office-based staffing into level 2, and Auckland Council said it
could accommodate only half of it staff. "We are still in discussion with the Ministry of Transport and NZTA to get a firmed up national
view for level 2," said Rodger Murphy, general manager of risk and assurance, in a briefing to councillors on Thursday morning ahead of
the government's level 2 announcement.
Source: Stuff. 7 May 2020. https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/121441028/public-transport-limited-to-43-per-cent-capacity-at-level-2
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Coronavirus: Confusion over free public transport at level 2
Despite initial confusion over who will pay for it, Greater Wellington Regional Council has confirmed fares will remain free for all trains and
buses in Wellington until the end of June. All public transport nationwide has been free since March 24, with the Government's transport
agency picking up the tab for lost revenues. As recently as Thursday, multiple regional councillors and Metlink officials told Stuff that fares
would be fully subsidised by NZTA until June 30. However, an NZTA spokesperson made it clear on Friday that the agency would not be
paying for fares at level 2 or lower. "While public transport will remain free while New Zealand is at alert levels 3 and 4, up until June 30,
2020, if necessary, when New Zealand enters alert level 2 regions are expected to begin collecting fares on public transport if they can do
so safely," the spokesperson said. NZTA said it would work with the various councils to help them start charging fares again as soon as
practically possible. That news was greeted with initial confusion by regional council transport chair Roger Blakeley and Metlink officials. "I
hadn't heard that," Blakeley said. "As far as we know that's still happening. As of yesterday that was the plan." The confusion seems to
have arisen from a miscommunication over who was footing the bill, rather than whether commuters would be charged. After seeking
clarification, Metlink confirmed that Wellington will go ahead with the plan for free fares until June 30, but negotiations over who will pay
for it are ongoing. The revenue shortfall could possibly be covered by GWRC, NZTA, or some combination of the two. A spokesperson said
the decision was made because limits on capacity meant Metlink would not be able to provide a normal service. Buses and trains will only
be able to carry around a third of the normal number of passengers, due to one-metre social distancing rules. Each regional council and
authorities will make their decisions independently, meaning fares could be reintroduced to some areas far earlier than others. Auckland
Transport is meeting with the Ministry of Transport on Friday to discuss when fares would be reintroduced. An Auckland Transport
spokesperson indicated it was unlikely to follow GWRC's lead in guaranteeing free fares through till June, though no decision had been
made yet. Environment Canterbury, which operates Metro buses in Christchurch, said it was still in discussions with NZTA about when to
reintroduce fares.
Source: Stuff. 8 May 2020. https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/wellington/121449620/coronavirus-confusion-over-free-publictransport-at-level-2
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Scale model of cable car wins top prize in Lego competition
Chris Lepper has won the grand prize in the Great WellingtonNZ Brick Challenge, with a
1/600th scale model of the Wellington Cable Car His prize is a LEGO Star Wars
Imperial Star Destroyer set valued at
Competition participants had to create
an iconic Wellington scene using nothing but LEGO® bricks. Co-judge and co-founder of
Weta Workshop Sir Richard Taylor was amazed and delighted by the extraordinary
range of entries but Chris s entry from the -plus age category stood out It s hard
not to be blown away by the amazing Cable Car from Chris Lepper who created a
1/600th scale of the Wellington Cable track along with working cars, just like our real
cable car here in Wellington The model includes all five stations and accurate
representations of the surrounding buildings and roads. (Abridged).
Source: Wellington Scoop. 9 May 2020. http://wellington.scoop.co.nz/?p=127971
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Metlink details physical distancing and capacity for alert level 2
With alert level 2 imminent, Metlink has announced updated plans for physical distancing and the impact on
capacity across the region s network There will be no standing on services, physical distancing will remain
at two metres for queuing and be reduced to one metre on board services, which will mean:
Buses will now be able to carry 40% of the usual seated load compared to 20% under alert level 3
Trains will be able to carry 30% of the usual load compared to 15% under alert level 3
Harbour ferries, which start service again on 18 May, will also operate with
restricted capacity due to the 1 metre physical distancing requirement. Buses will
also see the return of front door access, a boost to people with disabilities who will
now be able to make use of the accessibility features. General Manager Scott
Gallacher says Metlink, operators, and unions have been working hard behind the
scenes to prepare for alert level 2 and the increased demand for public transport
as more people make their way back to work. Throughout the response to COVID19, the health, safety and wellbeing of staff and passengers has been at the
forefront of everything Metlink has done to keep public transport running as an
essential service Physical distancing and no standing means our fleets will still
be operating below their maximum seated load and we thank passengers for their
patience and understanding if they are unable to catch their first choice bus, train
or ferry We are using all available insight including Snapper data on buses to
monitor the performance of the network and to help inform where we deploy
services across the region so we can get as many passengers moving as possible
says Scott Gallacher. Metlink has installed signs, posters, stickers and floor decals and promoted informational
videos on social media and websites to help passengers keep safe on all Metlink services. Metlink is also asking
all passengers to keep a record of their travel in case of further instances of COVID-19 across the region. Roger
Blakeley chair of Greater Wellington s Transport committee says while passengers have become accustomed to
physical distancing and staying safe, the council and Metlink are taking every precaution to help passengers adjust to life in alert level 2.
Council is pleased to hear that Metlink ambassadors will be at key spots around the region They ll have people on the ground to help
with passenger queries on physical distancing and to monitor capacity and loading on the network Following the example of the Mayor
of London last week, Greater Wellington is encouraging employers across the region to help stagger their return to work plans and starting
and finishing times to help ease the burden on public transport at this time. Similarly, we would ask members of the public to avoid peak
travel where possible to enable those that need public transport the most to get around says Cr Blakeley. Passengers should continue to
follow personal hygiene advice from the Ministry of Health, washing hands before and after trips and avoiding travelling on public
transport if sick. Metlink advises all passengers to use its website and app to plan journeys during level 2 and thanks passengers for their
ongoing kindness and patience at this time.
Source: Metlink. 11 May 2020.
level-2/

https://www.metlink.org.nz/news/covid-19-metlink-details-physical-distancing-and-capacity-for-alert-

Above right Signage at Porirua s Lyttleton Avenue bus shelters
Similar signs have appeared at many bus stops to remind people of the continued
requirement of physical distancing.
Above left: An example of updated signage regarding maximum passenger numbers; 21 maximum on large buses BCI 3428. Signs are displayed outside the
boarding door and also inside vehicles. Photos: Alan Wickens.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Passenger launched expletive-filled rant at bus driver over social distancing
A Wellington bus driver who copped an abusive spray from a passenger refusing to follow social distancing rules is worried about the
safety of himself and his colleagues. The driver, who did not want to be identified, said he was abused after asking a passenger to move to
a window seat. At Covid-19 alert level 2, all aisle seats on Metlink buses are marked with red stickers to indicate where people are not
allowed to sit, to maintain one metre of physical distancing. "A lot of passengers don't notice [the stickers], so we have to tell them to
move," the driver said. "This woman was sitting at an aisle seat. I told her she had to move, but she said her bag was there. I told her there
were government regulations, but she still refused" At that point, the driver offered to open the back door of the bus and let her out if she
wasn't willing to obey the rules. The driver said he was then abused with colourful expletives. The woman did not end up getting off the
bus, and the driver decided not to push the issue, because she was getting aggressive. "I'm really worried about drivers... some drivers are
extremely vulnerable," the driver said. A Metlink spokesperson said the outburst was "not reflective of the hundreds of thousands of
passengers that have used Metlink services across the region. We have seen extraordinary compassion, patience and understating from
passengers at every alert level. About
of Metlink s
bus drivers are aged
or over and have not been working since late
March. Tramways Union secretary Kevin O'Sullivan said drivers should not have to police passengers. "Under all circumstances, drivers
shouldn't engage in enforcing distancing. It's not the driver's responsibility," he said. Since moving to level 2, capacity on Metlink buses has
expanded from 20 per cent to 40 per cent, in line with social distancing guidelines reducing from two metres to one metre. Passengers can
now board from the front door. Only back door boardings were allowed under level 3 and 4. Front door boardings on some bus models are
impossible while maintaining one metre of distancing from the driver. O'Sullivan said the union raised this point with the Greater
Wellington Regional Council but was overruled. However, he said he personally did not think it was a major problem and drivers could
access PPE from the depot if they wished to. A Metlink spokesperson said the change was made to allow for front door boarding and rear
door exiting, so that passengers could not have to shove past each other. "This has been carefully managed in line with the advice we
continue to receive from the Government," he said.
Source: Stuff. 16 May 2020. https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/news/121534555/passenger-launched-expletivefilled-rant-at-busdriver-over-social-distancing
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Hopes Wellington can avoid becoming a congested transport basket-case again
Dave Armstrong
OPINION: Almost two years ago, the Greater Wellington Regional Council (GWRC) embarked on fixing something that wasn t broken and
redesigned our bus network They had previously fixed something else that was only slightly broken but not nearly as broken as they
made out, and took the disastrous decision to get rid of the trolley buses. Add to that a contracting system that created a race to the
bottom regarding wages and conditions for drivers, companies that lost contracts overestimating the number of redundancies needed,
and a GWRC leadership and bureaucracy that had a combination of breath-taking arrogance and sheer incompetence, and the
Bustastrophe was born. But the world has changed and for four weeks during the level 4 lockdown, I observed the unusual sight of empty
buses, paid for by central government, driving past my front window. It was an event worth noting when there was more than one person
on board. When we moved to level 2, I counted 10 people on a bus
a big event in bus-spotter Dave s house Thanks to Covid-19, a
problem one cannot blame on the GWRC, our buses can now only run at about 40 percent capacity. Passengers must keep a metre from
each other and practise social distancing at bus stops. Anyone who has been jam-packed into one of Wellington s buses on a wet winter
morning will know this Isn t this a recipe for a disaster of Bustastrophe proportions? Not necessarily. For a start, not everyone is back at
work. A lot of people are either working from home or only going in a few days a week. GWRC transport committee chair Roger Blakeley
estimated buses were only at about 20 percent capacity yesterday morning, although he reckoned that greater numbers of passengers
could be expected during the week as more workplaces open up. Can we learn from our lockdown experience when it comes to transport?
Yes. Many employees have worked from home over the lockdown and the sky hasn t fallen in some have even been more productive.
Zoom meetings have limitations, but also mean participants not only avoid time-consuming travel but can be more concise and focused.
When we get back to normal, if we ever do, why not continue this combination of working at both home and work? Why not have fewer
work meetings and more Zoom meetings We don t need a vaccine or a second tunnel to flatten the curve of rush-hour congestion; we
just need to act in different ways. GWRC is already working to persuade employers to be more flexible so that employees can travel to
work before or after the normal rush hours. Have that early work Zoom meeting at home then zoom into work on a bus mid-morning. The
off-peak concession is also designed to encourage this behaviour. This is a smart move, and the considerable public goodwill that the
Covid- response generated makes me think that it s an approach that could work Another reason that our buses may not experience
congestion problems is that some people will be fearful of travelling by bus so will avoid it. While health experts believe bus travel is safe,
provided social distancing guidelines are followed it s also true that travelling by car or bike subjects you to even less risk. Biking numbers
have been steadily increasing over the last few years and are projected to increase even more thanks to Covid-19. The Wellington City
Council has received some NZTA funding through the small pilot Innovating Streets for People fund to complete seven projects that will
lead to better access for pedestrians and cyclists. Expect to see wider footpaths and pop-up bike lanes in some places. There will no doubt
be critics, sneering derisively from their single-occupancy cars, but bear in mind that our plans are nothing compared to the major switch
to biking and walking that s cities like Paris and London are presently undergoing So a combination of factors means that we don t for
the moment, face a bus or train crisis. The current GWRC has inherited a lot of problems but I m impressed at the way it has responded to
the current pandemic. For example, last week GWRC chair Daran Ponter and Blakeley fronted up live on Facebook to answer questions
from the public. It was low-key but simple and effective Both councillors admitted it was hard to predict demand that they wouldn t
necessarily get everything right first time and that they didn t have the resources to do everything they wanted This honesty and
humility was light-years away from the rancorous public meetings, disastrous Government select committee denials and expensive
corporate spin generated by the GWRC during the Bustastrophe. It will be interesting to see whether Wellington again becomes a
congested transport basket-case or whether the experience of Covid-19 will make half a million Wellingtonians realise that changing our
commuting behaviour could contribute to an inexpensive transport solution in the same way the team of five million helped defeat
fingers crossed a pandemic.
Source: Stuff. 19 May 2020. https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/news/wellington/121545979/coronavirus-hopes-wellington-canavoid-becoming-a-congested-transport-basketcase-again
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Fare increases possible as public transport use expected to drop
A fare increase is being considered to counter an expected drop in passengers for Wellington's bus and train network. Metlink is
anticipating patronage to be down even after Covid-19 social distancing restrictions are removed. At level 2, buses are running at no more
than 43 per cent capacity. "With high unemployment, fewer people will be taking the bus and, if they do, it will be in the off-peak hours,"
Greater Wellington Regional Council chairman Daran Ponter said. "And the reality is a lot of people like working from home, they might
choose to do that one or two days a week. "The options will include fare increases at a time when that's not particularly palatable or more
government support. The silver lining is that we won't have quite the same problem with overcrowding." NZTA funded free fares for all
public transport in Wellington since the level 4 lockdown began, by covering the shortfall in revenues for regional councils. The transport
authority and regional council have been in discussions for several weeks over whether that arrangement will continue until June 30, or be
cut short. GWRC has so far committed to providing free transport throughout June; that is "not absolutely firm". "The hard reality is if we
have no government support, we would have to reconsider that arrangement," Ponter said. Ongoing negotiations with NZTA over what
exactly that support could look like have held up the release of the council's draft Annual Plan. In 2019, the draft plan was released in
March. Ponter said he still expected the Annual Plan to be signed off by the end of June, though that could leave little time for public
consultation. Wellington transport commentator Tony Randle criticised the delay as "undemocratic". "The bureaucrats can't agree, so the
public gets no chance to have a say? It's appalling." Ponter said there was "certainly no attempt to stymie public involvement", and there
would be at least two weeks of public consultation before any vote. Rates increases would be in line with the existing long-term plan and
no new major initiatives would be introduced, he said.
Source: Stuff. 20 May 2020. https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/wellington/121558066/fare-increases-possible-as-public-transportuse-expected-to-drop
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Wellington's early bird bus discount scrapped
When Wellington buses start charging fares again, the early bird discount won't be back. The discount was part of a trial offer launched by
the Greater Wellington Regional Council in February. Users who boarded buses between 4am and 7am saved 25 per cent on their ride. At
the time, the aim was to encourage earlier commutes in order to ease the strain on peak hour capacity during March, traditionally the
busiest month of the year for public transport. The trial period, initially planned to be four months, was disrupted early by Covid-19
reaching New Zealand shores. "We were only able to secure about two to four weeks of data, which we're not capable of using in any way
to measure the success of trial," Metlink general manager Scott Gallacher told the regional council. Bus fares have been free since the
Level 4 lockdown began, with NZTA subsidising the regional council for the loss of revenue. The council and NZTA are still negotiating
when fares will be reintroduced but is expected to be no later than June 30. However, even after social distancing restrictions are lifted,
Metlink is anticipating a steep drop in passengers compared to last year. Gallacher said Metlink was still committed to seeing out the trial
at "such time that patronage bounced back to degree of normality". Councillor Roger Blakely put forward the suggestion that the trial be
restarted in February 2021, which passed unanimously.
Source: Stuff. 21 May 2020. https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/news/wellington/121583696/wellingtons-early-bird-bus-discountscrapped
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

KILBIRNIE YARD IN DAYS PAST
Below: At Kilbirnie but many years ago with the open air yard still in situ and plenty of B.U.T.s and Crossleys. In the first photo,
two first generation B.U.T.s await their next call to duty; 25 in red WCT livery while behind is believed to be 30 with silver
paintwork. The other photograph shows a line-up of four (of the ten) Crossleys, again in mixed liveries. Photos: Graeme Bennett.

Right: Oh dear, another casualty!
B.U.T. 32 has come a cropper.
Not on the Aotea Quay reverser
this time, but probably on route
2. It was photographed by
Graeme Bennett just inside the
Ross Street rear entrance to
Kilbirnie depot. Date unknown.
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Your Comments and
Feedback
“Another fine issue Alan, considering the difficulties. I liked Graham
Stewart’s tramway scenes, and especially the piece on Vancouver. I can't
say that we ever rode the trolley bumpers in service or on fan trips, but we
did do some coasting when, to save travelling all the way back into the city
on special tours, we would pull the poles down at the top of the hill in
Stanley Road on the Carina route inbound, and coast to the Seven Hills
wires on Ferguson Road. That use of trolley bus at the Airport has to be one of most unusual uses of one ever.” Garry Ford, Australia.
“I was looking forward to UTW for May and when I saw it; WOW comes to mind. All those black and white photos, especially page 36
WOW. Pages 4-6 (Graham Stewart) and pages 16-19, 23-25 (Graeme Bennett) were brilliant and I shall spend some time giving them all a
closer inspection. The May issue was indeed well worth the wait and in these times they really give one a lot of pleasure.”
John Houghton, U.K.

“What an extraordinary world we are in, the untangling of the restrictions will be even more interesting. It has given us time to consider
our position in life and how we can never take for granted freedom in whatever form it takes. Under The Wires is also extraordinary with
such a full selection of items drawn from many sources into a bumper edition. When James Duncan's calendar page turned over to May
showing Wellington Ansaldo 138 in full colour, I knew things would get better this month. Angus McIntyre writing on Vancouver, Michael
McRitchie with tales of Belfast and the regular poet Tom Douce. A fresh angle on trolleybus culture is very encouraging and we do really
need more articles like them. Nostalgia pics are the new norm from Graham Stewart and Graham Bennett with many others. All your
readers have something to focus on to help get us through the difficult days ahead.” Phil Waters, U.K.
“This was a particularly poignant edition for me, particularly the lovely shot of the Wellington Hospital Building and the trams. That was
where I met my beloved wife Helen. The article on the Vancouver trolleys was really interesting. We stayed in Vancouver before and after
an Arctic cruise, Sadly we missed out on trolley rides, as the trolleys had been on strike when we were there, and had been for weeks if not
months, Seeing Crossley 7 being towed through the bus depot was interesting. I do not remember ever seeing that ‘little’ shift truck. It does
not look strong enough, to pull the proverbial skin off a rice pudding. Thanks for another amazing issue.” David Donald, N.Z.
“Well done for getting the info' together and publishing 'Under the Wires' in these difficult times.” Nigel Batterham, U.K.
“Good to hear from you and receive another excellent UTW. I've been meaning to get in touch so good to know you are OK. Things are
pretty dire here, our death toll is over 26,000 which is about the population of Kendal or to put it in more understandable terms we have
N.Z.s total death toll about every half hour. We have been getting used to lockdown, shops that are open seem to work well, if being eerie.
There are no particular shortages and as all bars and restaurants are shut we are all eating at home and often very well indeed. The local
wine shop does home deliveries so doorstep deliveries of red wine are something I'm getting used to. There is no sign of easing and in all
honesty, it is difficult to see how you could have just a bit of lockdown. By and large people are getting used to home working and
schooling, often finding it more efficient, a fact that will not be lost on employers who will be looking at leases on expensive city centre
offices and wondering why on earth they need folk in 9 to 5 Monday to Friday. The virus has had a huge
impact on public transport, drops of 90-95% in ridership being commonplace. In the space of one week
the message from Government changed from using public transport being a good thing to not using
public transport being a good thing, a message it will be hard to reverse. Social distancing will mean
drastic changes to vehicle layouts and we surely must have seen the end of packed commuter trains.
Few will shed a tear. Everything is running on drastically reduced
timetables with very few passengers, when the train in the picture
got to Windermere the driver didn't bother to open the doors. The
bus (left) on a warm April day going from Windermere to Coniston
had two passengers. The Lake District, one of the UKs top visitor
attractions, bringing in 18m visitors a year and earning £3bn is
shut and reckons to have lost over half the year’s revenue already. It is ironic as, after a
dreadful winter, we have had the longest spell of mild weather anyone can remember with no rain for
over four weeks. We have a Government furloughing scheme where they pay 80% of furloughed
workers pay which will last for three months with a likely extension for another three. I've yet to hear
of any company that plans to take everyone back. Anyone who thinks the public transport industry
will get back to pre-lockdown levels any time soon or ever is at best delusional. This may all sound
very negative but I think it is important to be realistic. It will be very bad if hopes are built up only to be dashed. Roger Davies, U.K.
“Regarding the middle photo on page 24 of May’s issue, the former Cable street depot is now a car park as Te Papa occupies the area
where the New Zealand Railway Road Services depot was. Between the N.Z.R.R.S. depot and the Cable street depot is Chaffers Street which
is the exit from Te Papa car park. The Cable Street depot was originally entered from Herd Street and exited via Chaffers Street and then
into Tory Street and Wakefield Street. At some time it changed direction. The Crossley trolleybuses changed from “P” plates to “EV” plates
in 1965-66, which was the start of permanent plates. Keep up the good work on the recording of Wellington trolleybus news and history.”
Morris Moller, N.Z.

A couple of caption errors crept into the April 2020 edition and I am grateful to a sharp-eyed reader for pointing them out. On page 16
Bryan Blanchard s photograph at the top of the page of Double Saloon 227 was taken in Elizabeth Street, not Pirie Street. “You can clearly
see the old Clyde Quay School in the background and the pedestrian crossing opposite, also the intersection with Moncrieff Street. Most of
the houses are still standing there today. The tram itself is the same one in both photos; 227. The next photo, with the last tram, 252,
shows it leaving Hankey Street and entering Wallace Street, not Taranaki Street. To get from Cuba Street to Hankey Street trams first
turned into Webb Street, then Hopper Street so had quite a few tight right angle bends along this part of the route.”
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“Thanks again for yet another superb UTW. The photographic coverage, both colour and black and white is spectacular, and it was very
interesting to read Angus McIntye's article and Michael McRitchie's article. I also enjoyed your piece in the recent "Trolleybus" magazine. I
bet you never thought you would be able to one day buy a coffee and a pie from a Wellington trolleybus!” [Not sure if we will get a trolleybus
coffee outlet in the Capital, Peter, but it looks as if there could be one or two around the country in future once the restaurant trade gets back on its feet.
Ed] Peter Blears, U.K.

“Many thanks for the May UTW, it was much enjoyed and clearly involved much hard work! I
did notice that your previous issue highlighted a Leyland Leopard diesel in one of your photos.
As I recall, N.Z. operated many Leyland vehicles before the U.K. chose the E.U. and dumped the
Commonwealth countries in a shameful breach of trust. I drove the Leopard many times but
was much more enamoured of its predecessor the Leyland Tiger, one of which was my pet for
years in the mid-60s. If you know of any diesel websites on the lines of UTW, I would gladly send
my Tiger memories in these days of scarce copy yet much demand for reading material! A
picture of my old friend attached.” [If anyone can help Michael with his request please contact
me Ed] Michael McRitchie, Northern Ireland. [An amusing story from Michael and his Tiger appears on
the next page Ed]

“Thanks for all your hard work! I really enjoyed the international stuff. Keep up the good work!”
Bill Blust, U.S.

The article on Athens trolleybuses and trains on pages 17-19 of the April 2020 edition prompted a response from a reader who has kindly offered
some additional clarification and expansion on some of the text and photographs.
Addressing each point in turn: First, we have the photo at Kineta, showing a Stadler DMU of this type:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hellenic_Railways_Organisation_rolling_stock#/media/File:Proastiakos_commons.jpg
This line has been electrified for some time now. It is now operated by Siemens EMUs, of this type:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hellenic_Railways_Organisation_rolling_stock#/media/File:OSE_Baureihe_460.jpg
While it is true that Greece suffered a major financial downturn, nevertheless, infrastructure development continues, albeit at a slower pace. Most of the metre gauge Peloponnese railway has
been mothballed but the line running along the north coast of the Peloponnese south coast of the Gulf of Corinth joining Athens with Patra Greece s third largest city) and originally opened in
the 1880s, is now being converted to standard gauge double track, electrified and upgraded to a high speed service. When I was there last in 2017, it had already reached Kiato (well past
Kineta, shown in the photo) and was operated by Proastiakos (suburban) EMUs capable of 160kmh, of the type mentioned previously. From Kiato, one had to catch a bus to go further
west. However, the upgrade is still proceeding, and the latest information I have is that the opening of the next stage to Rododafni is imminent, although initially it is likely to be operated by
diesel units until electrification is completed. So the upgrade may have slowed down, but it certainly does not appear to have stalled. I should add that rail electrification is continuing apace
throughout Greece, with the Proastiakos line Athens to Haldika fully electrified and most of the main trunk line to Thessaloniki also upgraded and electrified. The next two photos of trolleybuses
are at Hadrian s Arch Pyli Adrianou not the Acropolis The city terminus of the Athens trams top p
is not as basic as shown in the photo. It is now double tracked with a scissors crossover,
but as it terminates right in the centre of town (Syntagma, or Constitution Square, already well served by the Metro and countless bus and trolleybus routes) there is no room (and really no
need) for anything fancier. It does the job and turnaround is very quick. From Syntagma, it goes to the south coast via the suburb of Nea Smyrni but it was not mentioned that at the coast it
branches into two routes going in opposite directions. One is to the southeast, the suburbs of Glyfada and Voula, while the other goes west to Neo Faliro and will eventually get to Piraeus (if it
has not already done so). There are direct services from each terminus to the other two. It has an extensive and modern depot near the former airport at Helliniko, close to where the 2004
Olympic Games complex was. The description of the Metro at Athens airport (with accompanying photo, p18) requires clarification. The pictured Metro units share the track with the suburban
system (Proastiakos) which also serves the airport. Since the heavy rail voltage is 25 kV AC with overhead supply via pantographs, and the Metro voltage is 750 V DC with top contact third rail
supply, a limited number of special Metro units were purchased to serve this section of the line, which have both pantographs and third rail contact shoes, and can handle both voltages. The
floor heights of the two types of vehicles are different, too, so special platform arrangements are needed. The line initially runs along the wide median between the eastbound and westbound
lanes of the motorway, with the Metro line branching off just before Doukissis Plakentias station and going underground, heading southwest to central Athens and then the western suburbs,
while the Proastiakos continues westward to a major junction (where passengers can interchange and head north or west via heavy rail), then heads south through Athens Railway Station
(Stathmos Larissis) and on to Piraeus. Most scheduled Metro services terminate at Doukissis Plakentias, with only a few operating all the way to the airport, both because of the lower demand
and the smaller number of vehicles that can operate this service. However, together with the Proastiakos service, the airport is served by rail more than adequately. While tram-train is well
known in Europe and more recently in Japan (i.e. trams and trains sharing the same tracks) this unusual working, with metro and heavy rail vehicles sharing the same track, may (as far as I am
aware) be the only instance of this in the world. It is described here: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Line_3_(Athens_Metro) The Electric Railway of Athens and Piraeus (ISAP or ΗΣΑΠ in Greek
and still commonly referred to by Athenians as Electrikos is one of the oldest metro lines in the world and has a rich history It had humble beginnings, starting off in 1869 in the steam era as
Greece s first railway a standard gauge local line linking Athens from Thissio station with the port city of Piraeus. It was later extended to the centre of Athens (Omonia Square) via a cut-andcover tunnel and electrified in 1904. Meanwhile, north of Athens, another railway, the metre gauge Lavrion Square to Strofyli railway had opened in 1884. Over the years, changes in ownership
saw both lines transferred to Hellenic Electric Railways. Northward from Omonia, a new cut-and-cover tunnel took the line to Attiki station where it emerged above ground. Eventually the two
lines were amalgamated, with new double track standard gauge line being laid, following the old single track metre gauge track bed to the north, finally reaching the present day terminus at
Kifissia in 1957, with the old line further north to Strofyli being abandoned. Today, the line is about 26 km long, with only about 3 km underground, as most of its length runs along the two
steam era alignments. It was nationalized as ISAP in 1976, until it was absorbed by the new STASY in 2011. From early on, it has successfully operated as a high capacity mass transit line with the
most up-to-date rolling stock of the time, linking Piraeus with central Athens and its northern suburbs. Having lived there in the late 1980s and early 1990s and used it almost daily, it surprised
me that your correspondent described it as a cross-city quaint train grossly devaluing its contribution to transport in Athens Before the Olympic Games, it was joined by two more metro lines
and there are plans for extensions to all of these, as well as the addition of a fourth line which is intended to be run fully automated without a driver. Much information about the line and
rolling stock (including history) is available. The following can serve as examples:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Athens%E2%80%93Piraeus_Electric_Railways
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Athens_Metro_rolling_stock
https://web.archive.org/web/20091123073235/http://www.isap.gr/eng/page.asp?id=43
http://www.ipernity.com/doc/26252/47670578
Finally, the very last photo at Kalavrita (p 19) shows an old Decauville DMU, a type which has not been used for many years.
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Diesel_multiple_units_of_Greece#/media/File:Diakofto.jpg
They have long been replaced by Stadler DMUs of this type:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hellenic_Railways_Organisation_rolling_stock#/media/File:Diakofto_Kalavrita_railway_(7).jpg
Other minor points:
ILPAP (ΗΛΠΑΠ) translates as Electric Buses of the Athens and Piraeus Region.
I think it s stretching colour interpretation to describe the old Athens trolleybuses as coloured orange. I certainly wouldn t eat an orange if it was that colour Since I first saw them in
1985, they have clearly been an ochre colour (a dirty yellow, with a touch of pale brown).
In Greek, trolleybus poles are indeed commonly referred to as aerials (κεραίες, pronounced ke-RE-es in Greek). There was a typo/spelling error in the caption to that photograph.
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“In view of your liking for a certain black beverage you might enjoy one of my happiest memories, of which I have many. One trip stands
out to this day. In 1967, the Not Forgotten Association asked us to take 30 old soldiers to the Guinness brewery in Dublin. Many had served
in the trenches of World War I. They were wonderful men and an instant hit with the staff, and a fine party developed in the sampling
room. Eventually we began heaving the happy old soldiers up Tiger's steep steps. After a time we realised that we had loaded at least 50
passengers and there were just as many still enjoying Guinness hospitality. We caught them helping each other down the emergency door
on the offside and going back inside for more. Eventually I had to back Tiger against a wall to block the door while the staff helpfully loaded
a couple of Export XXX crates for the journey home. Of course, all this liquid had an inevitable consequence even without the elderly
plumbing which, 50 years later, I now understand only too well. Dublin to Belfast is 103 miles and we stopped at least 12 times. Tiger and I
made it home long after midnight. I was exhausted from hauling the old soldiers up and down the steps, and then I had to hose down her
nearside to remove the fearful smell. But I wouldn't have missed that trip for anything.” Michael McRitchie, Northern Ireland.
“As always, congratulation on another excellent issue of UTW. The following caught my eye. The cover photo. P4-6; Then and (Almost) Now
- all of the photos. P7-9; A Focus on 355, notably the first and last photos - such a contrast in the condition of the vehicle. Also the cost of a
new cycle way mentioned on page 8. P11; Newspaper clipping of Crossley 11 - the reaction of some the passengers exiting the plane would
have been a picture in its own right! The picture taken in Riga, showing passengers entering/exiting a tram and crossing the road as they
do - this is still commonplace in cities that were once behind "The Iron Curtain". I have seen this in
Bratislava, Krakow, Minsk, Olomouc and Prague. What is unusual is seeing it in a city outside that
part of Europe, that place being Oslo, back in September, 1994, shown on the enclosed photo (right).
In some of the cities, where the tram stops, there is a yellow rectangular box. Inside this is a cross and
the word ‘tram’. The tram driver stopping there switches on the right indicator. Following vehicles can
only enter the boxed area once the tram doors have closed and the vehicle is moving forward. In the
U.K. this act was considered dangerous as private vehicle use increased and was probably used as an
excuse to abandon trams, particularly in the 1950s. P12; Interesting to read what MOTAT plans for
one of the Designlines. The photo of 345 emerging from the Hataitai tunnel - I was with you at the
time of photography. P14-15; Interesting article by Angus McIntyre, particularly the section about
"pole pullers". P16-19; Remembering Those Black and White Days - all of the photos. P23; Further
Crossley Action and P24-25; More on those City Depots - every one of these nine photos are gems.
P29-30; The Luck of the Irish; Fascinating Article by Mr. McRitchie. P32; Three more black and white photo gems. Page 33-34; Dunedin
Memories - The views on the former really show the hilly topography of the city. I wondered how the replacement diesels coped with the
hills? Usual high standard of photos by D.L.A. Turner. P35 - A Couple Of Christchurch Oldies, particularly the view of 208 on a deserted
street, complete with a perambulator. Let's hope that the child had been removed from inside! P36; Top photo - the title says it all. P38; On
the Hataitai Loop - all three views. P39; Rarities - how different 332 looks in white. Regarding my favourite trolleybus photo, the one that I
have submitted is not necessarily the best one that I have taken, but is probably the most unusual. In
September and October, 1982, I visited the U.S.A. for the first time, on a fly drive holiday, into Los Angeles
and out from San Francisco. Over a two week period I covered about 4,000 miles driving in the states of
California, Arizona and Nevada. On the last day, Sunday, October 3rd, I took the photo (left) on Ocean
Avenue, San Francisco. Taken through the AMC Concord hire car's door mirror, it shows 5244 on route 12
(Ocean). It was one of 343 (5003-5345) built in Canada by Flyer Industries between 1974-77. The camera
used was a Pratika, purchased four months earlier, and was my first SLR. Learning how to focus
and obtain the correct exposure - this used the needle method - took some understanding, as my previous
14 year-old Kodak camera was of the "shoot and hope" type - fixed lens and exposure, etc. The new
camera was a massive step forward for me. Alan, could I make a suggestion for a feature in the
magazine? Asking the readers what is their favourite make or type of trolleybus?” Tom Douce, U.K.
S me feedback n he A ea Q a

S ecial

“What a wonderful surprise. There are two things that I should mention. I visited Foxton a few times, and with the guidance on Ian Little
used the wye. I had operated trolleybuses for about twenty years at that point, and it was still daunting to back into the wye, knowing that
you are also dealing with the trolley poles. I have reversed trolleybuses for various reasons over the years. The most common comment
being: “I didn’t realise you could go backwards!” The Ohio Brass shoes could reverse carefully through special work, but our new
trolleybuses have Kiepe shoes, and the drop-in carbon is not able to deal with reverse operation. With battery power, it really isn’t an issue.
The Illinois Railway Museum has a trolleybus wye. Check it out at 2:18 and 4:02:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zFmkmRvy64o&list=UUbdJ23cQopxphATjxkC4Mcw&index=20
I was able to drive this trolleybus for a few minutes, but not on the wye. It was similar to a 1940s Pullman
trolley. Chicago’s trolleybus system had wyes which I remember when I visited there in 1971. This visit
included Chicago, Milwaukee and Kenosha. It was unbelievably hot on the day of this video with
temperatures up to 40C. The final image of your “special” has a late 1 40s Hillman Minx. You might be
interested in my mother’s car. My father worked for Ford, and we moved from Toronto to Windsor in 1 51. In
1952 my father bought a circa 1949 Hillman Minx convertible for her, and here I am (right) with my sister
Heather. My first visit to New Zealand was in 1980, and the number of old cars on the road was incredible.
Dunedin still had trolleybuses, and there seemed to be even more old cars there. When we moved to Geelong
in 1 5 , my mother’s car was a new 1 5 Anglia. At age 13 my father wanted me to have a chance to learn
to drive, and so on remote country roads I learned how to shift gears and drive the Anglia. I didn’t obtain my
driver’s licence until I was almost 17 in Windsor, Ontario. When I finished the test, the examiner turned to me and said: “Congratulations,
you have passed. And you might consider a career as a professional driver.” My father taught me to drive, and just before the exam I went
to a driving school for a few lessons to learn the route of the test. I’m not sure what the examiner saw in my driving, but I knew at age nine
that I wanted to be a bus driver. Actually, while we lived in Melbourne, I wanted to drive trams, but we moved back to Canada just before I
turned 16.” Angus McIntyre, Vancouver.
“What a brilliant record, splendid piece of work, well done. The docks in Cardiff, known as Pier Head, were very important to the city's
trams and trolleybuses, indeed for 62 years this area was solely served by electric traction. This system had a reverser at Pier Head. The rule
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was conductors got off to see the bus back but in practice they sat on the back seat. The Bute Street route, which was also route 16 for
most of its life becoming 14 in later days, was operated only by single-deckers, due to a low bridge, the only route to be so. In another
similarity it was the only route to turn using a wye, or reverser as they were known here. The Cardiff route was closed in January 1964, just
over a year before the Wellington one and brought to an end single-decker trolleybus operation in England and Wales, though it continued
in Glasgow. The route was a very frequent shuttle through the Butetown area of the city known to all as Tiger Bay. Sailors called it this due
to the fierce currents encountered entering Cardiff docks. It was also the birthplace of the singer Shirley Bassey. The last single-decker, 243
dating from 1955, is preserved having only achieved nine years service. They were not used on any other services. The route originally
opened using second hand 1930s buses from Pontypridd (birthplace of Tom Jones) which made a loud noise and were called "Doodlebugs"
after the WW II Nazi flying bombs that also made a noise. The nickname unfairly passed to the new buses which were very fine and quiet
hence the term "Doodlebugs to Tiger Bay". Roger Davies, U.K.
“Route 16 was also used as the official ‘City Circular’ route number in later
years. Sometimes we would use it on the MAN SL202s - RAILWAY STATION
16 COURTENAY PLACE for the destination blinds. On 4 July 1961 there was
a fire at a wool store in Aotea Quay (near the bus terminus) resulting in
total destruction. I was living in Kaiwharawhara at the time and it looked as
if the city was on fire. The site was rebuilt as freight sheds for New Zealand
Railways and since then it has been rebuilt again as more modern freight
sheds.” Graeme Inwood, N.Z.
Photographer unknown.

Those with an interest in the former port area will find this website of
interest:
https://pnrp.gw.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/WHB-Historic-AreaVol-II-NOTIFIED.pdf
Right: Graeme Inwood referred to
buses operating with a route 16
display. This is the only photograph I
have showing such a route number,
taken in Dixon Street of M.A.N.
SL202 154 on 16 August 2003.
“What a wonderful collection of photos. I have travelled over all the trolleybus routes in Wellington
with the exception of Aotea Quay, Tinakori Road, Mount Victoria tunnel and city emergency wiring,
but Aotea Quay has previously been a bit of a mystery, apart from the odd photos at the terminus.”
Tony Williams, Australia.

“I thoroughly enjoyed the special edition of UTW about the Aotea Quay route; a fascinating piece of unique trolleybus history. I'm actually
old enough to vaguely remember the route being 9 years old when it was closed down. I remember travelling north on Aotea Quay when
the overhead was being removed.” David Rowe, N.Z.
“Many thanks indeed for the special edition of UTW. It is quite remarkable, and Graeme Bennett's photographs are superb (so are yours by
the way) How areas change over the years.” Peter Blears, U.K.
“Congratulations on the Aotea Quay Issue. The highlights for me were - everything! The recent photos emphasised the many changes that
have taken place over the intervening years. The photos of 9 and 10 on pages 16 and 17 exemplify perfectly what can happen when a
reversing manoeuvre goes wrong. The first time I saw I saw a trolleybus reverser was in Bradford,
during a visit in April, 1971; located at Dove Street on the Saltaire route, I did not see it in use. The
first time I did see a reverser in use was during a trip to Oporto in June, 1989. The enclosed view
shows one of the double-decker Lancias using a temporary reverser in the village of Travagem.
Trolleybuses could not use the northbound clockwise turning loop due to road works. The
conductor can be seen halting the traffic. There were also two more reversers on the system, at
Corim and S.Pedro da Cova. Can I respectfully point out an error on page 13? The trolleybus shown
on the previous page is 43, not 24; presumably you meant page 11, not 12.” [You are correct Tom.
The caption on page 13 should have read shown on a previous page Ed] Tom Douce, U.K.
“Thank you very much indeed for the Aotea Quay UTW Special edition. Well presented and thanks
must also go to Graeme Bennett for taking the photographs in the first place and Henry Brittain
for setting the scene. However the ultimate credit must go to you for the final product, layout etc.
and to think that you have done this in between preparing the June edition of UTW which will land
in our respective inboxes in a few days time. As you can tell I was very pleased to see this.” John Dixon, U.K.
“Thanks for another interesting UTW. We had two reversing junctions in Belfast but I wouldn't like to have had to use them!”
Michael McRitchie, Northern Ireland.

“An interesting special edition of UTW - you have obviously been rather busy. Well done again. Evokes some memories - I quite had forgotten that odd
triangle arrangement! I do recall the wharf shunting locomotive simmering on the line beside the railway station (a C class with its sloping tender
facing the Hutt Valley) being passed by a silver trolleybus. Would have made a neat photo but was long before I owned a camera... D.L.A. Turner, N.Z.
“I really enjoyed this issue! The idea of a wye is crazy! I suppose replacing trolley poles wasn’t too big a job. Nowadays, they're fibreglass, aren’t they?
What were they made of in the 40’s? I also recognize the area from having been docked nearby. I had a splendid view of that grey-clad structure from
my balcony on one visit. Thanks for the great work!” Bill Blust.
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HERE AND THERE
Left: Although sold to someone in the suburb of Wainuiomata,
352 hadn t reached there when this photograph was taken on
May. The trolleybus was temporarily parked at premises in Taita,
Lower Hutt I hope the doors and windows weren t left open as
the following day a nasty weather front came through Wellington
bringing a big dump of rain. The bus has been sold intact rather
than in a stripped back condition The bus was towed from Taita
to its new home in Wainuiomata on 6 May.

Right: The rain lashes down at 6pm on 3 May as Tranzurban s BCI 3417
pulls in to Waterloo Station in Lower Hutt with a train replacement
service from Upper Hutt to Wellington and with just one passenger
aboard The station s roof was not coping as water gushed out of an
overflow pipe.
Left: Now what is this A snail A boat on wheels Actually it s a tourist bus,
however the two palm trees are not part of it! Garry Ford sent this picture
of this odd looking vehicle and says that Brisbane, Perth and Freemantle ran
buses disguised as combination car trams for many years on tourist services
tourists what are they He isn t sure which city disguised this bus as an
observation carriage from a train. Perhaps an Australian reader recognises it
and can fill in some gaps? Needless to say in the current climate it won t be
getting much work, if any.

Right: And from Australia to Auckland for this classic
Graham Stewart photograph taken in Anzac Avenue. It
features tram 248 heading for Karangahape Road, being
overtaken by motor bus 463 on its way to Point Chevalier.
In the background is St Andrew s Presbyterian Church. Car
enthusiasts can pore over all these (mainly) British
vehicles. Trams ran in Auckland from 1902 until 29
December 1956.

Left: Double Saloon 151 (now preserved at the Wellington Tramway
Museum) departs the Railway Station for Newtown and is passing
Bunny Street. Of interest for trolleybus aficionados are the overhead
arrangements. Note the wires leading into and out of Molesworth
Street from where the small van is leaving. This once formed part of
the route to Wadestown and Northland. Only the Old Government
building (and the tram) remain today.
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Left: Let s hope that the future looks brighter as the
message on Tranzurban electric 3703 suggests. Despite
Wellington bus services returning to full timetable on 28
April there are still not many people travelling. This
photograph was taken on 5 May with the EV departing
the Interchange for Grenada Village with just the driver
aboard. I watched the two following Route 1 services
arrive and depart and neither these two EVs were
carrying any passengers. Two inbound Route 1 doubledeckers pulled into the Interchange empty. Route 22
buses were departing empty for the University every ten
minutes. It was no surprise the buses were empty as the
University is still closed to students. Once a busy and
bustling transport hub, on 5 May the Interchange was
almost a ghost town with buses arriving and departing
with hardly a soul aboard them. Extraordinary times
even with fares not being charged.

Right: 387 was the highest numbered Designline trolleybus. It began
work in 2009 but only managed eight years service before withdrawal
on 31 October 2017. On 6 May it saw the light of day for the first time
in 2½ years when it was shifted outside Kilbirnie depot for removal. You
will notice that rooftop covers have been removed including the banks
of batteries used for autonomous working. Although this view does not
reveal it, the inside of the bus has been gutted of all seating. 387 was
later removed to storage at Taita. Its final home is thought to be in the
Wairarapa province where it is to become a chalet. Unfortunately,
during the move it is understood that the windscreen was damaged.
Photo: Wayne Henry.

Above: 3 7’s interior gutted 2 April 2020. Photo: AW.
Right: 384, the last trolleybus to work in Wellington was also
shifted to Taita the same day. This has been donated and
hopefully one day will be seen operating under the wires at
Foxton. I have a personal connection to this bus as at short
notice in late 2017 I arranged a display of photographs, albeit photocopies, of the history of trolleybuses as the bus was selected for static
display at the Kilbirnie Christmas Parade. The bus and display created a lot of interest and several hundred people walked through to view
the photographs. The pictures can still be seen stuck to the windows after all this time and continue to remain in place. Photo: Wayne Henry.

Left: Could this be the end for former trolleybus 361?
Since the Covid-19 situation and the cancellation of
most flights in and out of Wellington airport the Route
91 services have been suspended indefinitely. 361 was
part of the dedicated Airport Flyer fleet. It once ran
between the Airport and the Interchange. Now, 361 is
parked up at the rear of the NZ Bus Kaiwharawhara
depot. Seen parked alongside is Scania 2213
advertising the cancelled Cuba Dupa Festival due to
have been held on 28/29 March in Cuba Street.
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Right: The Yutong EV currently being evaluated in
Wellington byTranzit has been given the fleet number 3899
for the duration of its local trial. On 14 May it was working
route 25 duties between Khandallah and Highbury. Part of
this route was once worked by trolleybuses from the
Interchange, where 3899 is seen, to the end of Aro Street
on route 9. The bus is pictured at Stop A at the Interchange
outside a campus of the University of Wellington. Also
visible are two ambussadors in hi-viz jackets. Metlink has
temporarily re-instated this role during the Level 2 alert to
assist at busy locations while boarding restrictions are in
place on buses. Not that the pair had much to occupy
themselves with at midday on the day I was present.
However, many people returned to work on 18 May.

Left: An autumnal scene in Lambton Quay outside
Parliament and the Old Government Building on 14
May, just prior to lunch-time. Although a full bus
service was commendable in alert level 3 (and now
level 2) it was somewhat ambitious even with an
increase in the number of people being carried.
Outside the peak hours there are still few people
travelling. However, the powers that be were stuck
with either continuing a weekend service or upgrading
to a weekday timetable. There was no compromise
otherwise a completely new timetable would have had
to be written and that was never going to be a
consideration. Three buses are pictured departing the
nearby Interchange while one approaches. All had
seats a-plenty! Normally this footpath would be busy
but pedestrians can be counted on the fingers of one
hand.

Right: It would normally take a patient person to be able to take
a deserted view like this but on 3 May no waiting was required.
This is the exit from the Railway Station concourse into the
subway that leads under Featherston Street to the various bus
stops at the Interchange.

Left: Tranzurban s BCI 3518 again and this time departing from
Porirua Station at 8.35pm on 18 May while working a rail
replacement express service to Waikanae. A rather large bus
for the three people it is carrying. The ambient lighting shows
off the colourful Pride Parade design to its advantage.

23
34

Above: Former Valley Flyer M.A.N. 526 was spotted inside
Kilbirnie depot on 19 May. However, what caught my eye was
to see part of the rooftop equipment cover of trolleybus 331
sitting on its roof! 331 was towed north on 9 May to join sister
332 at their new home at Waiuku, obviously minus the cover.
Left: Yet another variation to the Not in Service messages was
spotted on one of Tranzurban s fleet Tranzurban Proud
Supporters of the Central Pulse (netball team). Optare 3194
displays the wording as it arrives back at Grenada depot at the
end of its day s work on
May
Stay Safe, Be Kind is
displayed on the Optare behind.

Right: Also seen at Grenada depot was Tranzurban s EV 3704 having a wash and brush up
in the yard on 30 May. The washing contraption is mobile and is manoeuvred around the
bus by hand.

Left: NZ Bus are currently advertising for
new drivers. With tens of thousands of
people being made redundant due to
the impact of Covid-19 the company
shouldn t have too much trouble in
filling the driving roles.

Right: One of Tranzurban s double-deckers
somewhat off route on
May Graeme
Inwood paused for a break (and a
photograph) at Tauherenikau, between
Featherston and Greytown while taking 3511
from Wellington to Masterton for some panel
and paint work. The bus is showing the
unusual “Engineers On Road Test” display.
Graeme brought another double-decker back
total round trip 200km. You had a nice day
for it, Graeme.

MORE TROLLEYBUS DEPARTURES FROM KILBIRNIE
Right: On 9 May, 384 was spotted at its latest temporary home
in Taita, Lower Hutt, where it will no doubt stay until forming
part of the bus collection at Foxton. You will notice that all the
photographs and posters remain on the glass. Later the same
day 331 was seen parked outside these same premises and was
towed to the south Auckland area that night where it joined
sister 332. The trolleybus fleet is gradually reducing.

Below: Two more Designlines, 359 and 378, saw their first
daylight for a long time on 13 May when they were moved
outside Kilbirnie depot. 359 was later towed to an unknown
destination. Both had the covers that shield their rooftop
electrics removed. Photo: Steve Green.

Right: 378 awaits its move to a new home on 13 May. Photo: Peter Coventry.

Left: The following day, 382 basked in the autumn
sunshine at Kilbirnie depot prior to being towed
later in the day. Let s hope that the bits of rooftop
covers sitting above the windscreen were removed
or tied down before the trolleybus was moved! The
depot s tow truck has been occupied with in-house
movements. Photo: David James.

Right: Note the battery covers sitting on the roof of 382. As at
the end of May, sixteen Designlines (main fleet) are known to
have departed the depot; 331, 332, 338, 339, 349, 351, 352,
355, 359, 367, 377, 378, 382, 383, 384 and 387. Others
expected to be removed soon include 337, 342, 348, 362, and
363. Photo: Peter Coventry.
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Above: 377 was set to join the bus collection at M.O.T.A.T. (Museum of Transport and Technology) in Auckland, however on 30 May it was
announced in a Facebook post that the Museum had decided not to press ahead with the donated bus due to budget cuts. 377 was one of
about half the fleet that worked on the final day of trolleybus operation on 31 October 2017. On 20 May it was brought outside into the
daylight for the first time in 2½ years and is pictured at Kilbirnie depot prior to its long journey north by road which in the end didn t
eventuate. Photos: Peter Coventry.

Left: 379 left Kilbirnie on 21 May 2020 for Masterton and is reported to be
going to Electric City, Auckland though who they are and what its new
purpose in life is isn t clear Incidentally, 379 was another also at work on
the final day of trolleybus operation. Photo: Peter Coventry.

Right: 339 and 349 were parked outside
Kilbirnie depot on 27 May awaiting towing to
their new homes. Notice that quite a few of
the sold buses have had their roof equipment
covers removed and not replaced
reason
unknown.

Left: On 29 May, 383 had been moved into position ready for towing.
Alongside is 339 and in the background a glimpse of 351.

Right: 351 complete with a liberal coating of bird excrement included in the sale.
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KILBIRNIE DEPOT VISIT
These photographs were taken on 19 May 2020 during an official visit to the depot. Since my last walk around the
trolleybus graveyard it is obvious some disposals have taken place as there wasn t the sardine impression of previous
visits. With the collapse of airline travel, the Airport Flyer service has been suspended indefinitely and the fleet of ten
dedicated buses now stored for the foreseeable future, three parked amongst the trolleybuses. Clearly there are still plenty
of trolleybuses available for purchase.

Above left: The depot bird population have been having a field day!
Above right: 365 with material stored on its roof.
Left: 375 with its towing hatch open.

Right: Judging by the state of 337 it is probably destined for scrap.
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THEN AND (ALMOST) NOW
A further selection of tram and trolleybus images taken by Graham Stewart at the same location but decades apart.

Left: This is Double Saloon 226 at
Karori Park terminus awaiting
departure for Kilbirnie on what
was then route 2. The group of
boys and Scouts appear to be
disinterested in what is going on
behind them. Soon scenes like this
would be gone. The clatter of the
trams would be replaced by the
quiet trolleybus. In more recent
times route 2 ran between the
Railway Station and Miramar.
However, things have turned full
circle and once again route 2 runs
from Karori, through Kilbirnie and
on to Miramar and Seatoun. Just a
shame it s operated by a diesel
bus. Trolleybuses took over from
the trams in October 1954.

Right: Graham s contemporary photographs were taken during the last year
of trolleybus operation, 2017. In this view 347 gets away from the terminus
situated by the Norfolk Pine tree in the centre of the picture. Once again,
Graham has managed to get a group of boys in his photograph.

Left: Fiducia 245 clatters along Lyall Parade towards the
nearby Lyall Bay terminus in Queens Drive. You can refer
to the map on page 9 for a clearer picture of the route
arrangements in this area. Like all the tram operated
routes, trolleybuses eventually ousted them. The last
tram ran to Lyall Bay on 30 July 1960. Trolleybuses began
operation in August 1963.

Right: Trolleybuses didn t follow the same route as
the trams. They turned in and out of Rua Street as
364 is doing in this photograph. The one building
that links both scenes is that to the left of the
tram, now the premises of the Maranui Cafe. The
beach and Cook Strait is just out of sight to the left.
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Left: In this view Graham is looking north along
Cuba Street at the intersection with Manners
Street. On the right is the well-known (to
Wellingtonians James Smith s Corner This was
once a popular department store but now no
longer in business Who wouldn t want to be
transported back in time to look and listen at
these scenes once more?

Right: 364 features once again in this contemporary view. Buses no longer travel
along any part of Cuba Street. Trolleybuses put in their last appearance in this street
in 2010 just before Manners Street pedestrian mall was returned to a bus
thoroughfare. Many of the old buildings in this area have survived and can be seen
in both photographs. 364 is outbound to Miramar on this occasion. The photograph can be reliably dated to the latter part of 2017 the
World of Wearable Arts event banners being the clue. A section of Cuba Street, where Graham stood for his period photograph is now a
pedestrian mall.

Right: Fiducia 256, on its way
to Island Bay is turning left
into Hunter Street as a
Double Saloon rumbles along
Lambton Quay towards the
station terminus. Many of the
buildings in this view have
long been swept away and
replaced with arguably boring
modern architecture though
it has to be said probably
much more resistant to
earthquakes!

Left: Graham has changed his camera position in
this view and is actually standing in Hunter Street to
take this image of 386 approaching him on a trip to
Miramar. The above comment about architecture
says it all, though one building in the centre behind
the trolleybus has managed to survive the onslaught
of progress.
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Left: Bunching of buses
is nothing new as
witness three route 2
trams in Elizabeth Street
all heading for the
Railway Station. Nearest
the camera is believed
to be Double Saloon
209. The parked vehicle
on the right was
Graham s company car

Right: 383 approaches the end of Elizabeth Street, Not in Service, heading to
the Railway Station to begin a shift. It is followed by a 700 series M.A.N.
(now all withdrawn from Wellington) working a route 5 on the once
trolleybus route to and from Hataitai.

Left: In this view we are looking south
along Kent and Cambridge Terraces
towards Basin Reserve. Two Double
Saloons are passing one another at the
intersection with Vivian Street and Pirie
Street. It s hard to believe that the area
from where Graham took his
photograph was once a canal connected
to the port!

Right: Yes, it is the same location but little of the original
architecture from the tram days remains. 381
approaches the camera along Cambridge Terrace
working either a 1 or 3 to the Railway Station. With the
roses in full bud it would appear this photograph was
taken in Spring 2017. There was only a month or two to
go before the reign of the trolleybus was over.
More next month.
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SPECIAL WORK 684 REMEMBERED
Continuing the series on the special work that once graced the overhead in
Wellington. This month we feature Crossing 684, situated in Rongotai Road
(inbound) at the intersection with Onepu Road where the routes 2 and 11
crossed the wires going across the intersection from Onepu Road into Evans
Bay Parade which formed part of the loop to and from Kilbirnie depot.
*Switches started with the number 4, Merges with 5 and crossings with 6.
Rongotai Road

Right: This portion of the Wellington Cable Car Ltd s switch diagram shows the
location of all special work in the Kilbirnie area. 684 is marked in red. Buses travelling from the
depot on the loop left the main route in Onepu Road at switch 484 travelled through crossing 684, 679 and
678 and then merged at 577 in Evans Bay Parade. Turning left into Bay Road they merged at 580 joining
route 2 from the City, then merged with 581 in Rongotai Road joining routes 3 and 11. The next special
work was at 480 which switched the bus on to the route for Onepu Road. The driver then negotiated
crossings 679 and 677 again before finally earning a breather before arrival at the depot. Nine pieces of
special work to perform a test run around Kilbirnie shops. Diagram: Courtesy WCCL.

Rongotai Road
Evans Bay Parade
Onepu Road

Evans
Bay
Pde

Left: This view of the special
work at the featured
Kilbirnie intersection shows
the position of crossing 684
with 679 and 678 just
ahead.

Right: 383 has just travelled through 684 which can be seen just
behind its poles. Trolleybus drivers had plenty to think about at
the intersection with its array of special work. The bus was
photographed in Rongotai Road on 13 September 2017 on a
Seatoun to Railway Station route 11 duty. It was at this junction
that route 3 and depot-bound buses turned right into Onepu
Road.

Left: 364 is crossing Rongotai Road having just left Onepu Road and
has just rattled through crossing 684. It shows an example of a
trolleybus being driven around the depot loop. In a moment it will
go through crossing 679 and then 678 (nearest the camera) and will
then be in Evans Bay Parade. 19 October 2016.
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Left: 370 is about to pass through two crossings in
quick succession; 677 and then 684 as it heads west
along Rongotai Road past the intersection with Onepu
Road on 26 July 2016.

Right: 363 has just passed through crossing 684 and is about to encounter merge
582 as it enters Kilbirnie shopping centre with a route 2 from Miramar to the
Railway Station on 16 February 2016. The wires joining here are those of route 3
from Lyall Bay.

Left: 349 in an almost identical position on 26 January 2017. The
trolleybus is on a route 11 duty from Seatoun.
Below: The decommissioning and removal of the overhead at this
location took place in February 2018. Compare this view with the
photograph of 364 on the previous page. The wires from Onepu
Road across Rongotai Road to Evans Bay Parade have all been
removed leaving just three crossings to nowhere. Plate 684 is
marked.

Below: On 19 February 2018 plate 684 and the crossing await
removal. This view looks towards Kilbirnie shops with Evans Bay
Parade on the right. My thanks to Broadspectrum for saving the plate
from the scrap metal bin and to Wellington Cable Car Ltd for kindly
donating 684 to me so that another little part of Wellington s
trolleybus heritage can be saved.
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A DAY TRIP TO SALZBERG
The wonders of air travel (well, once!) enables one to flit around
the world in a very short time. Travelling between the U.K. and
Austria takes merely the time of watching a few episodes of
Coronation Street! On 15 June 2004, Phil Waters boarded a plane
at Stansted and flew to Salzberg for a day s trolleybus and rail
watching in Austria Now that s the sign of a true enthusiast. The
great trolleybus network in Salzburg remains strong with new
vehicles in the fleet and as these have been included in the past,
Phil s pictures give us a look back at some of those running over
fifteen years ago.
Left: Stadt bus Salzburg Graf and Stift 9166 at the Hauptbanof. Follow Me!
says the message on the side.

Right: Articulated M.A.N. 9662 on route 2 at Salzburg Airport.
As can be seen, all-over advertising was and still remains a
popular revenue-earner for the operator.

Left: Stadt Bus Van Hool 273 on route 5 at the Hauptbanof. The
advertising featured on the rear is somewhat eye-catching for
following motorists though that is no doubt the intention!

Right: Van Hool 279, also recorded at the Hauptbanof.

Below: Amazingly, Phil even included a quick trip to Innsbruck
on the same day where he photographed Graf and Stift
articulated 802.

All photos: Phil Waters
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MORE ON DUNEDIN 79

On 25 January 2009, Dunedin 79 was at work outside the Ferrymead Heritage Park. W192 was leading a Steam Sunday working between
Moorehouse and Ferrymead past #79 waiting in the turning circle at the end of Truscotts Road. The trolley bus driver was Bradley
Knewstub. Photos: D.L.A. Turner.
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KARORI DEPOT A SHORT HISTORY
Henry Brittain
Planning for this depot started in 1953 when the Council decided to use a vacant section of land fronting Karori Road with the rear
opening out onto the vacant section of land between Ranaleagh and Darwin Streets. The initial design was to build a bus depot including a
workshop, storage area and accommodation flats for both driving and maintenance staff who could live close to their sign-on place of
work. The complex was completed and ready for the change over from trams to trolleybuses on the Karori route in October 1954 which
followed the old tram route. As part of the overhead design a bus could finish its run at Karori shops, showing a destination of Karori P O
and then turn right at Chamberlain Road and proceed to the depot. The depot was accessed from Darwin Street and exited into Raneleagh
Street. On exiting the depot buses turned left into Morley Street and then had the option of either turning left and proceeding towards the
City or turning right and travel to Karori Park terminus. A bus returning from the terminus could turn left off Karori road into Chamberlain
Road and proceed to the depot. Apart from the storage of buses overnight, maintenance facilities were also provided with two workshop
roads containing pits and overhead. Two general hands were based there and buses were driven into the workshop under power, poles
pulled down and work undertaken. There was a tram circuit breaker on the wall to isolate the overhead in the workshop and this is still in
situ today including the overhead but all disconnected from the traction power. There was a work area located in front of the workshop
and a kitchen and storage area on a mezzanine floor. In the 1970s the Wellington City Council decided to down-size the bus parking area
and carved off the land that faced Darwin Street and built a number of pensioner flats. Not long after this the overhead in the yard leading
into the workshop was disconnected and routine maintenance moved back to Kilbirnie. The yard still had plenty of spare space and the
Council used to store out of service buses awaiting disposal in the corner against the eastern fence. After the Cable Cars were withdrawn
from service in 1978 they were initially removed to Kilbirnie however when space became short there, they were shifted to Karori depot
and stored under the open but covered area under the flats. Over the years there were complaints from neighbours about the early
morning noise being created when diesel buses, which shared the depot with trolleybuses, started up and were left to idle while their air
pressure built up. No satisfactory solution was reached, however, to mitigate the problem the Council erected a two-metre solid fence
between the flats and bus parking area and imposed a limit of no more than 20 in-service buses being stabled there. After the
maintenance staff moved back to Kilbirnie in the 1970s the depot was unmanned during the day after the morning shift departed and it
remained empty until buses returned at the end of the day. In the early 1990s the Omnibus Society was given permission to stable the
preserved buses, that the Council had put aside for Museum purposes, at Karori depot and the Society used the workshop area and the
storage space next door to maintain and operate these vintage vehicles. In 2015 Go Wellington, who were at that stage the operator of
the Wellington bus system, decided to make better use of the facilities, and the Omnibus Society which were now the owner of these
vehicles, moved the vehicles to its new premises in Gracefield, Lower Hutt. Karori depot still operates today and is the start and finishing
point for most western suburbs bus operations for all weekday services. Four of the withdrawn Designline tag axle trolleybuses, 347, 354,
364 and 366, are currently stored in the lock up area of the depot awaiting their fate.
Left: This Evening Post photo from the early 1950s
shows the site chosen for the new depot in Karori.
Karori Road can be seen running from left to right
through the middle of the photograph together with a
tram on the otherwise empty road.

Right: A copy of a Wellington Corporation Transport Department letter showing the
date of the start of trolleybus operation from 4 October 1954. H.B. Collection.

Left: B.U.T. 20 leaves Karori depot and turns into Ranelagh Street. Introduced in
1954, this trolleybus remained in service until 1983. Photo: Graeme Bennett.

35

Left: Crossley 1 (painted red) poses in the sunshine for the
cameraman just inside the depot. Ranelagh Street is in the
background. The trolleybus has two Not in Service boards
displayed. Corbans wine is advertised on its side and Lion beer
on the front. There is a Choysa tea advertisement near the rear
of the bus so a choice of what to drink. Photo: Graeme Bennett.

Right: Another view of Crossley 1 taken from the flats above the
workshop area. Photo: Graeme Bennett.

Left: The depot office about fifty years later on
to have stood still. Photo: Graeme Inwood.

January

Time seems

Right: B.U.T. 76 enters the workshop area. Note the circuit
breaker on the wall (referred to in the text) and the overhead
in the troughing. Both remain today although of course the
overhead is only this short length inside the workshop.
Photo: Graeme Bennett.

Left: Unfortunately this small image is the only photograph I was able to source of Karori yard,
filled with B.U.T.s, prior to the pensioner flats being built. This is the view towards the Darwin
Street entrance. Photo: Graeme Bennett.
Right: Volvo 217 has somehow become dewired
right outside the depot entrance in Darwin Street
on 23 February 2004. Photo: Graeme Inwood.

Left: Volvo 227 parked
alongside the pensioner
flats on 9 June 2009. This
was one of a couple of
Volvos that was painted
all-over white towards the
end of their careers. At
this time 227 was then
one of just four Volvos still
in service and although it
lasted until withdrawal it
was the one out of the
quartet that was not
saved.
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Right: On 28 November 2008, Volvo 250 leaves Karori
depot and is pulling out into Ranelagh Street to travel to
Karori Park terminus. The workshop and accommodation
above can be seen behind together with some of the
Omnibus Society s buses

Left: Three years before trolleybuses were withdrawn the overhead along Karori Road and
around the depot loop was replaced. Linemen are seen at work inside the depot yard on 30 May
2014.

Right: Withdrawn B.U.T.s 35, 94 and
57 parked by the workshops await
their fate on 2 March 1986.
Photo: Henry Brittain.

Left: This elevated view of the depot was taken by Markus
Lang in October 1992 and shows a quartet of Volvos in the
Wellington City Transport and Big Red liveries. The
workshops can be seen behind with the pensioner flats
alongside the buses. Note the staircase down from the
accommodation originally designed for easy access to the
depot for staff.
Right: As mentioned in the text, Cable Car 4 was one of the cars withdrawn in 1978 and was
stored for many years at Karori depot. Markus Lang took this photograph in May 1993.

Left: Car 4 was restored and is
now one of the exhibits that can
be viewed at the Cable Car
Museum at Kelburn. 12
February 2004.
Photo: Alan Wickens.
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FINAL FAREWELLS
As at the end of May 2020, the following trolleybuses have been sold and disposed of. Most are destined to be become
accommodation or food outlets with a couple thankfully preserved for their intended purpose.
This feature looks back to happier times when they were in service.

Above and right: It wasn t surprising that these two unique examples 331 and
332, were snapped up quickly
and by the same purchaser too. 331 was
photographed at Seatoun terminus on 29 January 2013 and 332 is emerging from
the Hataitai tunnel on a peak-hour route 5 duty on 7 March 2008.

Left: 338 pulls into the stop outside the St James Theatre in
Courtenay Place on 28 September 2010 while working to Karori
Park.

Right: 339 is pictured in Lambton Quay on 23 January 2013 while
returning to the Railway Station from Aro Street. The advertising on its
side and the colourful border down the centre of the street give this
picture a flowery connection.

Left: 349 has just passed
the Embassy Theatre in
Kent Terrace while on a
trip to Island Bay on 26
September 2013.

Right: 353 enters Dixon
Street with a route 3 to
Karori
Park
on
27
September 2010.
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Left: 352 runs down Glenmore Street towards the city
on a route 3 from Karori Park to Lyall Bay on 10 May
2010. In the background, the Kelburn Viaduct towers
above the bus.

Right: 355 pulls away from the Interchange on 19 January 2010 with a short
run to Aro Street. A bus driver watches the photographer with interest he s
probably thinking It s him again

Left: 359 was being used for driver training on 12 April 2011 when photographed at the
Miramar terminus in Darlington Road.

Right: 367 has just turned from Washington
Avenue into Cleveland Street, Brooklyn on a
Kingston to Railway Station route 7 duty on
9 June 2010.

Left: 377 is in Wakefield Street working a 10 to Newtown Park on Friday 26
October 2010, the last day trolleybuses came this way in service. As from the
following Monday buses would travel via Manners Street. 377 had been put aside
for the M.O.T.A.T. collection but this has since been decided against.

Right: 378 was photographed in Riddiford Street, Newtown on 14
January 2014 while on its way to Island Bay.
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Right: 382 pulls away from the stop outside the Supreme
Court in Lambton Quay on 19 January 2010 with a working
to Miramar (via Hataitai). The emergency track overhead
which starts at this point can be seen entering Ballance
Street to the left of the bus. Rutherford House towers
above the Interchange in the background.

Left: 383 skirts Wellington Harbour as it travels along Queens
Drive, Lyall Bay on 10 May 2010 with a Route 3 to Karori Park.

Right: 384, which ended up being the very last trolleybus
in service, emerges from Seatoun tunnel on 11 July 2014
on its journey back to the city. It had no idea at the time
of its eventual significance. The bus recently entered
preservation to form part of the Foxton collection
following a long sojourn inside Kilbirnie depot.

Left: The highest numbered trolleybus in the Wellington
fleet was 387. Like many other, it had a relatively short life
of only eight years. Two girls enjoy a ride on the bus on
Christmas Eve 2010. Now, probably aged about 20, I
wonder if they miss this clean, green form of transport. 387
was one of many that ran until the very last day of
trolleybus operation, 31 October 2017, and was then
confined like most of its brothers and sisters inside Kilbirnie
depot for the next 2½ years. Prior to departure for its new
future as a chalet it was completely gutted with all the
internal fittings removed.
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TAILPIECE

The familiar location of Hataitai tunnel concludes this issue of Under the Wires with 356 entering the gloom on 23 December 2013 while at work
on a duty to Miramar. This photograph was taken before the tunnel portals were earthquake strengthened, spruced up and new traffic lights
installed in 2014. This historic tunnel was built in 1907 to take Wellington City Electric Trams (WCET) under Mt Victoria to the eastern suburbs.

