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Left: On 29 June 2020, 368 was
standing outside Kilbirnie depot
awaiting removal. During the month
a further five trolleybuses were
towed away; 335, 346, 357, 358 and
373. It is not known how many have
found a new purpose or just in
storage elsewhere. Further details
on page 33. Photo: Peter Coventry.

Front Cover: The featured trolleybus this month is 357. Entering service just before the end of 2008, its demise coming on 30 October 2017, one
day short of the final day; on page 6 you will see why. However, on 18 September 2013 the bus was in fine fettle as it neared the end of its run
to the end of Aro Street while working on route 9. The large advertisement was to try to encourage Wellingtonians to visit Auckland.
Please Note: Under the Wires contains facts, views, opinions, statements and other content and links to external websites. Reasonable efforts are made to include accurate and current information but the Editor
makes no warranties or representations as to the accuracy, value or safety of the published items. No liability or responsibility can be taken for errors or omissions.
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Although Wellington continues to have its fleet of ten CRRC C12RDD electric buses (excluding out of service former trolleybus 361 and the
Yutong EV on trial) there are signs of more of this type to come. News has finally come through that there are a further thirty one EV
double-deckers currently under construction for Tranzurban at Kiwi Bus Builders in Tauranga. The original ten Tranzurban electric buses
(3700-3709) continue to put in sterling service on route 1 between Johnsonville and Island Bay. For those with a penchant for electric
buses there is an on-line (free) magazine that will no doubt be of interest called Sustainable Bus and is available at
https://www.sustainable-bus.com/magazine/
And talking of the ten Tranzurban EVs, the company posted on Facebook: We love to celebrate success at Tranzurban and today (5 June) as
a team we are celebrating a major milestone. On May 29 our 10-strong electric double deck fleet in Wellington collectively travelled over
2000km in a single day! No wonder our drivers love driving these on the No 1 route in Wellington and our passengers enjoy the quiet, green
ride. Remember when we had a 60-strong fleet of Designline trolleybuses? We used to enjoy the quiet, green ride on them too, though
this is not intended to rain on Tranzurban’s parade. At least the company has got some electric vehicles with more expected to come.
The city’s Airport Flyer service was suspended once the country went into Covid-19
lockdown and by the end of June the buses had been off the road for two months. Now
it seems the service, if or when reintroduced, may be pruned again. Originally the
dedicated buses ran from Upper Hutt to the Airport. The route was later cut back to
Lower Hutt (Queensgate) and now Regional Council Chair Daran Ponter is suggesting
that the Airport service may be reduced further and only run between the Railway
Station and the Airport. More on this story on pages 22 and 24.
Right: On 29 July 2007 when the Airport Flyer still ran as far north as Upper Hutt. M.A.N. 2496
departs the station for the 40+km trip to the Airport just as M.A.N. 1422 arrives at the end of its
long run. Incidentally, neither of these buses work on the route now and the station has been
completely rebuilt.

Further to the above, Metlink has now begun promoting Route 2 (Karori – Seatoun) as a means of
getting to and from Wellington Airport. With some flights gradually returning to the skies there will be
some people looking for an economical means of getting to/from the airport. The closest Route 2 gets
to the facility is Broadway and Hobart Street in Strathmore. From there it is a good 5-10 minute walk in
the elements to get to or from the terminal. Trouble is the buses aren’t designed with luggage carriers
and cases can take up space on already well patronised buses. Still, with no charge for fares until 1 July
it couldn’t be a better deal! After that date Route 2 it will still be the cheapest Airport connection at
around $5.00.
Following the Government’s announcement, New Zealand’s Covid-19 alert level dropped a further peg
to Level 1 on 9 June. The effect of this was to more or less return the country to “business as usual” apart from the borders remaining
almost closed meantime. One of the many changes that people experienced from 9 June was that public transport returned to pre Covid19 restrictions with capacity unrestricted. As well as the rail network in Wellington, Metlink operates 91 bus routes and 148 school bus
routes in the Greater Wellington area. I thought that teams of workers would be busy overnight at NZ Bus, Tranzurban and Mana depots
as well as the rail depots on 8/9 June removing all the stickers and labels that had become commonplace on the buses and trains.
However, there did not appear to be any immediate rush to eradicate them and try as I may during rest breaks in driving I found it quite
difficult to peel them off. However, by month’s end the stickers were starting to become had to find.
Would you believe it is now ten years since work began to return the pedestrian mall in Manners Street back to its original purpose a
major transport artery? The mall was created in 1979 forcing buses to travel around the area. In 2008 the city council decided it was time
to “reinvent the wheel” and floated the idea of turning the shopping precinct back to a road and in July 2010 the project began. On pages
34-35 we look back briefly at the project as it unfolded. Also on page 7 we see what the street looked like in the days of trams.
During June the following trolleybuses were either towed away from Kilbirnie depot or were awaiting removal; 335, 346, 357, 358, 368
and 373. Whether they have been sold or were being stored meantime is not known.
Bus and rail commuters in Wellington have had a good run with free public transport for
a couple of months but the day of reckoning comes today as you read this. It is
surprising that the Regional Council allowed the run of free travel to last so long
considering the return to ‘normality’ weeks ago for most businesses.
Right: A reminder to travellers at Wellington Railway Station.

On June 26 the following was announced on the Facebook page of NZ Bus. NZ Bus is buzzing with
excitement! Working alongside Greater Wellington Regional Council, we have now finalised the purchase of
67 electric vehicles to join our fleet of buses in Wellington. These have been custom designed with the help of
our NZ Bus fleet team and we can’t wait to see them hit the road between mid
and
. We are
delighted to play our part in delivering sustainable environmentally friendly public transport for New
Zealand. Unlike the photo the order is for three-axle N12P buses. The manufacturer is CRRC Electric Vehicle
Company Ltd of Dalian, China. Tranzurban also announced similar news. Details on page 25. Photo: NZ Bus.
Well, it’s been quite a month, what with continued free travel on public transport and a large order for EV
buses announced. Time now though to take stock and read all about it. As always, unless otherwise stated
the photographs are from my collection. Enjoy your read.

Thanks to this month s contributors; Graham Stewart, Graeme Inwood, Graeme Bennett, Phil Waters,
Henry Steele, Tom Douce, Peter Coventry and all those who provided feedback.
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A FOCUS ON 357 - LOOKING BACK AT ITS LIFE, YEAR BY YEAR
The on-going series about the Designline fleet - this month we remember 357.
Right: 357 just managed to scrape into service in
2008. Here it is at Kilbirnie depot on 22 December
getting readied for its first duty. Note the
pristine condition inside the open front flap.

Left: Our next view of 357 is at the
intersection of Mercer and Victoria Streets.
On 27 September 2010, 357 was
photographed turning into Victoria Street on
a service to either Aro Street or Kingston –
the camera didn’t capture the destination
display. Behind 357 is another Designline on
the other set of wires and will cross Victoria
Street and continue along Wakefield Street. At the time work was progressing with the redevelopment of Manners Street for the return of
buses through the area that was once a pedestrian mall and it is likely this was the reason that 357 was running on its battery power with
poles stowed. More on this on pages 38-39.

Right: A rare occasion in the latter years of
trolleybus working in Wellington was to
capture a bus working on what was now the
emergency track. At 12.15 on a murky 26
October 2011, 357 was photographed near the
end of Wakefield Street working an inbound
route 1. However, it will not reach the Railway
Station as the overhead no longer permitted it
this way. Instead the trolleybus turned left into
Taranaki Street and left again into Courtenay
Place to be facing in the outbound direction
again. The reason for buses travelling this way
that day was not recorded.

Left: Advertising on trolleybuses arrived with a vengeance in 2010
and many succumbed, including 357 which was recorded working
route 11 in Broadway, Strathmore on 1 November 2012. Seatoun
tunnel is just out of sight around the bend where another Designline
is seen in the distance. The advertisement is for Wither Hills wine
which incidentally is not a bad drop!
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Left: We are now at the busy Basin
Reserve on 26 September 2013. 357 is
turning out of Adelaide Road into
Rugby Street (why was it not called
Cricket Street considering it is the
home of the game?) The bus will then
travel around almost three sides of
the cricket ground before entering
Cambridge Terrace and continuing on
towards the Railway Station. The ad
was for a world netball series, Fast5
being played at Wellington’s Vector
Arena.

Right: It must be nearly Christmas? Correct, in fact this
photograph of 357 was taken on 22 December 2014 while it
was working an inbound route 10 from Newtown Park, except
the driver has forgotten to change the destination to Railway
Station. The pōhutukawa tree looks stunning when in full
bloom at this time of year.

Left: Low winter sunlight on 22 July 2015
catches the side of 357 as it turns from
Elizabeth Street into Cambridge Terrace
while working an inbound route 2 from
Miramar to the Railway Station. The large
advertisement was to promote the
telecommunications provider 2 Degrees,
though Whittaker’s chocolate is getting a
nice slice of the action as well. There is
plenty of overhead interest in this
photograph;
’s poles are about to pass
through the merge special work – joining
here was the turn-back for short working
services from Courtenay Place.

Right: Arguably one of the most spectacular advertisements
to appear on a trolleybus was for the movie London Has
Fallen and carried on 357. Seen on driver training on 16
March 2016 in Cambridge Terrace, 357 is crossing the end of
Courtenay Place. The trolleybus was on part of the
emergency track with drivers practicing driving around the
loop that would bring them back to Courtenay Place.
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Right: On a damp 9 October 2017, just weeks before the end, 357
was on route 3 duties between Lyall Bay and Karori Park. It has just
turned left off Lambton Quay into Bowen Street and begins the
climb out of the city.

Below: Sadly, 357 didn’t quite make it to the last day of trolleybus
working. The day before the end, 30 October 2017, it became
disabled just outside the Interchange. 3 ’s driver tried to squeeze
past the obstruction but dewired in the process with its poles and
ropes becoming entangled in the overhead!

Below: 357 was later towed unceremoniously back to Kilbirnie depot.
Perhaps the face on the side shows its disappointment although it is
actually part of an advertisement for an electricity company as seen
in the photograph above.

Left: 357 remained at Kilbirnie depot after arriving there on 30
October 2017. On 11 June 2020 it finally enjoyed some sunshine once
again, along with 335 and 358, the three trolleybuses were moved
outside the building awaited towing.

THEN AND (ALMOST) NOW IN MANNERS STREET

Above: Double Saloon tram 207 stopped in Manners Street sometime in the 1950s while on a trip to Seatoun. 207 was saved for
preservation and is currently nearing the end of restoration for use on the Wellington Tramway Museum’s tracks at Paekakariki. Photo:
Graham Stewart. Below: On 6 December 2010, Designline trolleybus 366 stops at the same place. The Regent Theatre cinema was still in
existence at this date although the building was for lease. This stretch of Manners Street was turned into a pedestrian mall in 1979 and
had just returned to its original purpose a matter of days earlier. Photo: Alan Wickens.
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Your Comments and
Feedback
“I have just spent the afternoon reading the latest UTW, and enjoying it,
though at the expense of other things. I did notice a gremlin crept in on
page 8. You labelled a diesel as Scania
2213 when in fact it is M.A.N. 2313, one I
would have driven pre-earthquake here
in Christchurch. [Well spotted –Ed] We are
progressing well with the upgrade of the Ferrymead line and are starting to plan a re-commissioning
ceremony. We are looking at holding a grand parade of our operable trolleys including the ones we do
not normally use in public service such as Wellington Volvo 258 and New Plymouth 3. Here is a picture of
Dunedin 79 heading back to the trolleybus shed on 5 May after repainting. At the time it still needed final
fitting out and some of this remains to be done a year later. The overhead project has taken priority.
Alan Roi, N.Z.

“Very appropriate your latest issue of Under the Wires arrived today (1 June). I always like to read your
excellent publication although I must admit that sometimes I am months behind. The situation is that my
wife and I have been in New Zealand since 2 March and two days ago as well as today we tried the new electric double-decker buses in
Wellington and I thought of you. It was a great pleasure to ride the new buses that gave us the same feeling as riding a trolleybus. We
found them comfortable and their acceleration was impressive. For passengers we believe that they are a good replacement of the
trolleybuses although we missed the "click-clacks" from the trolleys. Hans-Henrik Fentz, Denmark (currently in N.Z)
“What an excellent article, Alan! (Aotea Quay) Most interesting - many thanks to you and to the contributors who made this article
possible. An interesting future project would be the Northland route and Tinakori Road which disappeared with motorway construction. I
grew up in Cape Town which operated trolleybuses known locally as "trackless trams" to avoid motor registration and local motor bus
taxes. Cape Town had one reversing wye and as I recall the switches were pre-set with a little round box for the spring mechanism above
each of the switch blades. Drive in, reverse, drive out with conductor on back platform with whistle at the ready. Advantage was that the
location in Poyser Road was in a quiet street with little traffic at any time of the day. Anyone interested in Cape Town's trolleybuses can
find them here: https://vimeo.com/24561988 David Jones, N.Z.
More good stuff, Alan - you've been out and about much more than I have (though I did catch a ride on the Yutong bus on the 24, notable
for a complete absence of Covid-19 signage regarding the seating). Regarding "Australia" on page 20, it's actually Napier
(see http://www.stuff.co.nz/national/10347402/Napiers-1-3m-tourist-buses-sold-for-50k): a clue is the name Veronica, presumably named
after HMS Veronica, which was in port when the earthquake struck, and its crew did sterling work in the aftermath. I feel I should also point
out that it's Lyttelton (not Lyttleton) Avenue in Porirua; Salzburg not Salzberg; in the top photo on p30 the road names are a bit mixed up,
and the special work wasn't just for test runs round the loop: all of the loop was used by in-service trolleys to/from the east, heading
from/to the depot; if the trolley crossing Cuba St in the top colour picture on page 28 is a 2, it's inbound rather than outbound. It's good
that you're not infallible... [I certainly am not! – Ed] The disposal details are interesting; I never knew the history of Karori depot; the 1966 map
is good to see, though I'm not sure that it's 100% accurate - e.g. there's no direct wire shown from the bus tunnel to Moxham Ave however it’s amazingly accurate for the way it was researched, though!). The description about the metro/mainline interworking in Athens
is interesting, but it's by no means unique. Such working is common in Tokyo, and in London it happens on the District (in two separate
places), Bakerloo and Metropolitan lines. And a suggestion: solid banks of text, as in the Athens and Karori pieces, can be quite hard to
read. Would it be possible to break them into paragraphs? [I understand entirely Mike, and it is only done this way to try and keep space down. What
do others think? – Ed] Overall, another excellent effort!!! Mike Mellor, N.Z.
“Very many thanks for the latest copy of UTW, yet another month has flown by and it is good to receive another superb copy of UTW.
Colour coverage of the current bus scene is excellent as is all the colour coverage. It is interesting to see the current situation with the
trolleybuses at Kilbirnie depot, and pleasing to see "Stuff" back on the agenda. Good to see more "Then and (Almost) Now" photos, and an
excellent selection of photos in "Here and There". Nice section on Salzburg, and Innsbruck. How on earth did Phil Waters manage to visit
both systems in one day? Mind you I had planned to visit Amsterdam, Rotterdam, Arnhem, Utrecht, Den Haag, Brussels, Charleroi,
Oostend, Gent and Antwerp in five days this autumn, but it is not going to happen soon. Peter Blears, U.K.
“You wait for one UTW and then two come along! Sound familiar? I hope I'm not too late for compliments on the Special Edition for the 16
Aotea Quay trolleybus service; a real unusual part of the Wellington system and for such a short life. As Roger Davies says, it's a reminder
of the Cardiff Docks route. Those wall rosettes (wall anchors) left behind, I can relate
to that for some are still attached to buildings in Nottingham 55 years after
trolleybuses finished. Now, the 40-page June magazine goes from strength to strength,
everyone contributes and no-one takes the limelight. There’s contrast of today’s
photos of empty streets and buses with the busy scenes of trolleybuses or trams going
about their daily routines. It
does beg the question of will
we ever return to those days
again? It is a long road ahead
for us all. For the attention of
Tom Douce, firstly I would
like to share my photos of
Oporto Lancia 140 doubledecker from 1966 and seen
at Sandtoft on 26 July 1998.
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Secondly, I would nominate my favourite trolleybus as the London Transport BUT Q1 of
1948-1952 8ft wide 70 seat double-decker (photo taken at Carlton Colville on 8 May 2012)
that mostly had a longer life in Spain! There is no doubt that Under the Wires is leading us
from "under the lockdown" by keeping us like-minded people together.
Phil Waters, U.K.

As always, congratulations on another excellent issue of Under the Wires. The highlights
for me in this issue were; P4 - Photo of 356 when brand new as well as the nocturnal and
aerial views. P5 -Photo of the ascent on Pirie Street. P9 - The excellent overhead map
drawn by Chris Steele. It reminded me of overhead wiring maps drawn by two other
master cartographers, J.C. Gillham and E.K. Stretch. P12 - The excellent Cable Car model,
built by Chris Lepper. P15 - Kilbirnie Yard in Days Past, notably the bent boom on B.U.T. 32.
P20 - Here and There; The black and white photos. P24-26 - More trolleybus Departures
from Kilbirnie and Kilbirnie Depot Visit. Although it will soon be three years since the
closure of the Wellington system, seeing what were such fine vehicles for the most part
looking so dishevelled still annoys and saddens me in equal measure. P27-29 - Then and
(Almost) Now; All of the pictures. P30-31 - Special Work 684 Remembered. The map that accompanied this location emphasised the
abundance of special work that once could be seen in the immediate vicinity. P32 - A Day Trip to Salzburg. P33 - More On 79; The top
photo. P34-36 - Karori Depot - A Short History; All of the photographs, as well as the interesting letter. P37-39 - All of the photos,
particularly the one of 332, gleaming in the sunshine. The two young ladies sat at the rear of 387 look lost in thought. P40 - Tailpiece.
Tom Douce, U.K.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Right: In September/October 1991 the
Wellington Tramway Museum sent tram 159 to
Karori as part of the suburb’s festival. This
Markus Lang photograph shows Volvo 202
pulling away from the stop at Karori Mall with
Double Saloon 159 on display next to the Mobil
Service station. Oh that the price of petrol could
be as low today! 202 only lasted until 1997
before withdrawal. However, the tram, now
ninety-five years old is still putting in sterling
service at Paekakariki. I have since been
informed that 202 survives as a shed.

Left: Graeme Bennett took
this undated photograph
from where Molesworth
Street joins Lambton Quay
with Bunny Street (situated
behind the unidentified
B.U.T working a route 2).
Only two features remain
constant after all these
years, the Hotel Waterloo in
the centre background and
the Government Building on
the extreme right. Of
interest is all the special
work. Today, the Wellington
High Court stands on the
corner where the man is
standing and Rutherford
House
occupies
the
opposite corner. Today’s
Interchange is just around
the corner to the left.
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HERE AND THERE
Left and below: New Metlink display signage both on the Railway Station concourse and
platforms went ‘live’ on June. Not sure how many stiff necks the big sign might produce! All
train services were bus replaced on 1 June. Also of note is that buses now depart from newly
numbered platform 10 (formerly 9 which is now solely for train departures). I wonder if the
wording on the platform sign is a little on the small side? Overall though, these are nice
improvements.

Right: The Gay Pride bus
(3518) remains a feature
of the Tranzurban fleet
for the time being and was used on train
replacement duties on the Kāpiti line on
June. It is seen having just arrived from
Waikanae and alongside the newly
numbered Platform 10.

Above: It is almost two years since the new bus contracts began in Wellington. Tranzurban started with a brand-new fleet but NZ Bus
continued much as they did with their existing vehicles (other than some withdrawals of older buses and the later addition of a fleet of
seventeen double-deckers). It would appear from the Metlink messages that in all this time the “download” of a new bus has still not got
beyond the 23% stage. This is one of the buses sent down from Auckland (2166) in December 2017 to fill gaps in the fleet and
photographed on 11 June 2020. However, as you will have read on page 3 there is finally news of new buses for both NZ Bus and
Tranzurban but they are still anywhere between a year and three years away, so we’ll still be seeing these “stand ins” for some time to
come.
On 5 June 2020 Tranzurban posted this message on their
Facebook page: We love to celebrate success at Tranzurban and
today as a team we are celebrating a major milestone... On May
29 our 10-strong electric double deck fleet in Wellington
collectively travelled over 2000km in a single day! No wonder
our drivers love driving these on the No 1 route in Wellington
and our passengers enjoy the quiet, green ride. And then on
June 8: Further to our post last week about reaching the
milestone of just over 2000km in one day, we've crunched some
figures and this equates to a saving of approximately 1300 litres
of diesel in a single day and 3.54 tonnes worth of CO2 which
would otherwise have entered the atmosphere.
Left: On 11 June, four of Tranzburban’s fleet of ten doubledecker EVs line up in Reef Street, Island Bay. For the record
they are 3708, 3709, 3703 and 3701 with 3709 connected to
the recharging unit.
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Left: A depot that hasn’t appeared in
these pages before – Tranzurban’s Hutt
Valley premises situated in Eastern Hutt
Road, Taita. Parts of the yard have
recently been re-surfaced. In the
background behind the row of Optares is
the railway line, part of the route
between Wellington and Upper Hutt and
beyond. Photo: Facebook.

Right: The ‘trolleybus cathedral’ on
June
.
Where once the buses were all tightly packed in there
is now space appearing. Note the battery covers to the
right of the photograph and two Airport Flyers parked
against the wall. 2506 in the background has had a
cover of some description draped over its roof.
Photo: Peter Coventry.

Below: There was clearly not an excess of overhead in
this area of Dunedin’s McBride Street depot yard as
witnessed with twelve sets of B.U.T. poles all hooked
up to the single set of wires. This photograph is from a
collection taken by Graeme Bennett and others will
feature in next month’s edition. 76, seen in the centre
at the rear of the line-up, was saved for preservation
by the late Ian Little. It remains at the Foxton
Trolleybus Museum and there are no plans to dispose
of it as there are with some others in the Museum’s
collection. See page 27.

SPECIAL WORK 690 REMEMBERED

Concluding the series on some of the special work that once graced the overhead in
Wellington. This month we feature Crossing 690, situated in Dundas Street,
Seatoun at the intersection with Monro Street where route 11 crossed outbound
wires going inbound as part of the loop to and from the terminus.
*Switches started with the number 4, Merges with 5 and Crossings with 6.

Right: The plate and SLOW sign still hanging from the span wire in Dundas Street on 13
July 2018, some 7½ months after the last trolleybus came this way.

Left: 340 about to pass through
crossing 690 on its return journey
to the Railway Station. It is here
that services to Seatoun terminus
turn right into Monro Street and
then travel on a one-way loop back
to this location.

Right: 350 advertising The Hobbit movie has just passed
through the special work and continues along Dundas
Street toward its second stop at the small shopping centre
on the journey back to the city. 29 December 2014.

Right: 348 heads towards Seatoun terminus, just
a minute or two away, and turns right into
Monro Street on 26 August 2014; its poles
precisely at the crossing.
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Left: 354 begins the turn from Dundas Street into Monro
Street on 7 December 2015. Can you spot plate 690?

Right: This was the last trolleybus I saw travelling through crossing 690.
It is 383 turning into Monro Street on 25 August 2017.

Left: No longer a trolleybus, 361 was converted to
battery propulsion and for a few short weeks was
often seen on route 11. Here it is turning into Monro
Street from Dundas Street on 13 June 2018. The
overhead had been silent for seven months at this
date and was awaiting the decommissioning team to
dismantle it. 361 lives on but since the Covid-19
situation has been stored out of service at
Kaiwharawhara depot. The bus has only been used
recently for Airport Flyer services but since these
have been suspended has no work to occupy it.

Below: By 13 July 2018, the deed had been done – just span wires and signs remained aloft. Crossing plate 690 is just visible. I am grateful
to Broadspectrum (the decommissioning contractors) and Wellington Cable Car Ltd for saving the plate and donating it for my collection.
The spans and plate were taken down a couple of days later. Dundas and Monro Streets now resound to the sound of the diesel engine.
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NEWTOWN PARK OPENING

On 23 February 1985, the
extension of overhead to
Newtown Park (Zoo) was
opened. Free trolleybus
rides were offered that day
for travel between there
and the Railway Station.

Left: In this line up of various
trolleybuses in Roy Street,
Newtown, preserved B.U.T.
39 leads the quartet. Behind
is an Ansaldo, Volvo 234 and
a later model B.U.T.

Right: B.U.T.
’s poles have been
stowed to enable the other B.U.T. to
pass and enter the terminus.

Photos: Graham Stewart.

Left: Volvo 234 starts to
turn out of Roy Street into
Daniell Street and the
adjacent terminus. This
was a short one-way loop.
The inbound wires can just
be seen against the
background of the block of
flats. Incidentally, the flats
were built on the site of
the former Newtown tram
depot that closed in 1964.
The diesel bus on the left
looks to be AEC Reliance
365; was this a bus on
standby in the event of a
problem occurring?
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DOWNTOWN MEMORIES

Above: A scene taken in Lambton Quay taken about sixty years ago with British cars and trolleybuses dominating. Two first-generation
B.U.T.s approach the cameraman and are passing Kircaldie and Stains department store (now David Jones). This building remains together
with the tall one behind it but most of the others have long since been demolished including the Midland Hotel (now a small park area
where on a fine day hundreds of Wellingtonians gather to meet, eat their lunches and worship their mobile phones.) B.U.T. 27 is heading
towards Karori Park. Trams were still operating alongside the trolleybuses and these continued until May 1964.

PHOTOS: GRAHAM STEWART
Below: B.U.T. 20 features parked opposite the Railway Station along with Double Saloon 115. The pair are in Bunny Street with Shed 21
prominent in the background. The proximity to the port can be gauged in this wonderful view from yesteryear where all except Shed 21
has now been completely swept away. The trolleybus is parked outside what is now a McDonalds outlet. The area opposite the Railway
Station was used more as a siding for storing trams plus a loading point for School Specials. The overhead is curving into Featherston
Street.
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THEN AND (ALMOST) NOW
A further selection of tram and trolleybus images taken by Graham Stewart at the same location but decades apart.

(G aham

k
he
hen
photographs in the early 1950s)

Left: We begin this month’s
journey around Wellington
with Graham at the Island Bay
terminus, which for the trams
was in the middle of The
Parade at the intersection
with Reef Street just visible on
the right of the photograph. A
Fiducia tram waits just outside
the terminus for the DoubleSaloon to depart back to the
city.

Right: Trolleybuses replaced the trams to Island Bay in November 1964. In
late 2017 in the dying days of trolleybus operation, 353 enters the turning
circle at the terminus and will stop where the diesel bus is pulling away
from. The buildings behind 353 remain the same though they have
changed their purpose; Barnao Fruiterers and Grocers on the corner is
now an art outlet and a takeaway shop serves the eternally hungry in the
ground floor of the white building. The shop seen on the left of the original
photograph has long since disappeared. Buses no longer depart from the
stop here; rather they leave from Reef Street.

Left: Now back in the city and we are looking north
along Willis Street. Lambton Quay joins on the left
and Customhouse Quay continues into the
distance. Double-Saloon 121 passes a pointsman
on duty in the middle of the intersection as it
swings into Willis Street on its way to Wallace
Street, Newtown on an 11. Meanwhile 223 is
about to turn left into Lambton Quay on an
inbound route 7 service. People seem to be
gathering on the road with some sort of
expectancy as if waiting for something or someone
important to approach.

Right: Graham wasn’t able to gain the elevated view that he did in the “then” photograph but has
managed to get two Designlines in his photograph to replicate the two trams. 373 is travelling
south on Willis Street whilst another is following though still in Customhouse Quay. You will
notice that several of the old heritage buildings remained in 2017 though since this photograph
was taken those on the corner of Willis Street and Lambton Quay have been demolished and are
in the process of having new structures replacing them.
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Left: Still positioned above the shop verandas, Graham turned his camera south
looking along Willis Street and this time has managed to capture three trams in
his photograph; two Double-Saloons and a Fiducia.

Above right: He’s done it again! Three buses in this 2017 view, albeit only one, 376, being electric powered. Much has changed in the
intervening years, although Press House, seen in the “then” picture with The Evening Post sign on its side, remains though no longer used
for its original purpose. The Evening Post is now part of Wellington’s newspaper history and those who remain to produce The Dominion
Post now work in the tall building seen above the diesel buses.

Right: Trams rule, ok. If you are
struggling to identify this location
then I won’t blame you. It is in fact
the Railway Station terminus!
Identifiable are trams 237, 202,
203 and 204. One landmark links
this
photograph
to
the
contemporary photograph below –
The Thistle Inn, seen on the
extreme right. Tip-Top is still a very
popular N.Z. ice cream.

Left: Had Graham widened his shot ever so slightly he may
well have been able to include five buses in his 2017 view.
379 is starting its turn to begin its run on route 1 to Island
Bay while behind several other Designlines lay over at the
terminus. The Thistle Inn was originally built in 1840 and
then rebuilt after a fire in 1866. Originally, the building was
only a few metres from the Wellington Harbour shoreline but
reclamation over the years has seen the water’s edge move
much further away beyond the port.
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Above: We now hop across to Newtown and specifically Roy Street. Double-Saloon 159 has just departed the terminus adjacent to the Zoo
and heads off back to the city centre. Just visible in the background at the end of the road is part of the Newtown tram sheds. I wonder
what the little Austin would be worth today? 159 was built in 1925. It was part of the most numerous class of trams to operate in
Wellington with a total of 140 being built between 1913 and 1935. This particular tram was eventually saved for preservation and is now
one of those operational at the Kapiti Coast Electric Tramway at Paekakariki. Compare
this picture to that at the top of page 14.

Right: Designline 350 approaches the terminus with the driver having already changed
the destination to Railway Station for the return route 10 trip.

Left: Three Double-Saloons at the intersection
of Kent Terrace and Courtenay Place. 183 is
nearest the camera and is travelling to the
Railway Station on a route 1 from Island Bay.
Following are two services on route 10. Was
the term “tram bunching” around in those
days?

Right: It would not be possible to capture three buses turning out of
Kent Terrace now as traffic flows one-way in the opposite direction!
Outbound city traffic heads along Kent Terrace and inbound along
Cambridge Terrace. 338 makes its turn past the former Hillman – De
Soto building (now Embassy Theatre) on a route 3 to Lyall Bay; the
inside wires were for services to Miramar, via Hataitai.

More Then and (Almost) Now photos from Graham next month.
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THE PROPOSAL THAT ‘SORT OF’ EVENTUATED
Back in the days of the Wellington Corporation Tramways a
al a fl a ed i he la e
f a ackle
lle
route through the city as far as Hataitai. It would start
where Waterloo Quay joined Aotea Quay and run as far as
Waitoa Road in Hataitai. The following maps of this proposal
have recently come to light and offer a fascinating insight
into a route that eventually came about but with some
notable changes. Those fa ilia i h Welli g
lle b
routes will be able to see what eventuated a d ha did

WATERLOO QUAY TO WAKEFIELD STREET
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JERVOIS QUAY TO CARLTON GORE ROAD
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CARLTON GORE ROAD TO WAITOA ROAD
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SPOTLIGHT ON THE MEDIA
Where you can catch up with what has been in the news and
who has been saying what...

Drivers say Talofa Lava to Samoa Language Week
Metlink drivers across the Wellington Region have donned Samoan shirts as they drive around the region in celebration of Samoa
Language Week. Greater Wellington Regional Council Transport Chair Roger Blakeley says, “In recognising Samoa Language Week our
Metlink drivers bring vibrancy, friendliness and good humour to our network. It’s a great way to celebrate our diverse community and
bring a bit of joy to the Wellington Region, since the events of the past few months." The initiative couldn’t be more fitting with this year’s
theme 'Tapena sou ōso mo lau malaga' ('Prepare yourself a gift for your travels'), urging us to prepare for the journey ahead. Greater
Wellington Councillor Ken Laban says, “Greater Wellington is a culturally and linguistically diverse region. Samoa Language Week is a
celebration of language, culture and identity and an opportunity for us to keep the language and identity alive for future generations. “It’s
just one way that we can invite you, friends and colleagues to celebrate the language and Samoan identity.” It’s not the first time Metlink
drivers have rallied to celebrate Samoan culture. Last year drivers, alongside operations and support staff, wore colourful shirts or
lavalavas to work to raise funds for the Measles epidemic in Samoa. “It’s just one of the many examples of our drivers and staff
contributing to our colourful and diverse region,” says Councillor Laban. If you would like to learn more about Samoa Language Week, visit
https://www.mpp.govt.nz/what-we-do/pacific-language-weeks/samoa-language-week/ (external link) for more information.
Source: Metlink. 29 May 2020.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Wellington's Airport Flyer bus service paused until July following coronavirus lockdown
Wellington's Airport Flyer may not be back on the streets till July at the earliest. The Airport Flyer, which picks up travellers from Lower
Hutt and Wellington City, had its last scheduled service was on March 25 when the country moved into lockdown level 4. But with the
country now in level 2, NZ Bus – the company which operates the service – said while further discussion with Wellington Airport was
organised this week, it did not “envisage recommencing the service before the start of July at the earliest”. In a statement, NZ Bus said it
thought the service would remain suspended until at least the end of June and it was monitoring the return of airline schedules for both
domestic and international travel. “Once we get a better feel for when passengers are likely to return, we will provide an update on when
the service will recommence and the type of service schedule we will be able and the type of service schedule we will be able to operate”.
While domestic services were slowly increasing, the airport was still operating at around
per cent of previous levels. “Up to this point
the NZ Bus operated Flyer service wasn t required nor viable,” Nunn said. The situation was being reviewed by NZ Bus, “however physical
distancing and luggage requirements also pose some challenges to the service”. However, it was understood the airport bus service may
be up for tender by the airport company soon. Greater Wellington Regional Council chairman Daran Ponter said in the meantime, people
would have to use the number 2 route bus. However, there could be difficulty using this service at peak times and it did not carry luggage
for those people bringing the bathroom sink and everything else with them”, he said. “What we all need to see is how patronage on the
planes levels out in the next few months – is it going to bounce back to pre-Covid times or will it shut out international markets.” Ponter
said the Airport Flyer was not a viable service in Hutt Valley and when the service did return, he considered it would be unlikely that it
would continue to serve Hutt Valley. “You can t run a service that has one or two passengers or three Gold Card users.” “If the Hutt Valley
component does comes to an end, we will do nothing about that. “The Regional Council provides a regular train service, and we also
provide direct services from Hutt Valley to the Railway. We don't need to provide another service that's just for the airport.” National MP
for Hutt South, Chris Bishop, said he was keen to see the Airport Flyer return in level 1 as it was an important service for Hutt Valley. If
Hutt Valley was excluded from the Airport Flyer bus service in the future, residents would be pretty unhappy to learn about that, he said.
"A lot of time and energy was put into that years ago to see it continue in Hutt Valley. "Hutt residents need a service from Hutt Valley
through to the airport."
Source: Stuff 7 June 2020. https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/news/wellington/121709442/wellingtons-airport-flyer-bus-servicepaused-until-july-following-coronavirus-lockdown
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------The follo ing a ea ed in he U K Independent and forwarded to Henry Steele by a friend in Britain. Henry commen ed I d n ecall eeing any reference
to the essential role of bus drivers during the coronavirus lockdown. Those in the health service have been getting all the acc lade
There was an
acknowledgement on Facebook by Regional Council chair Daran Ponter, but Henry is right, there has been little recognition of the staff who kept the wheels
of transport moving for those who needed to travel during the various stages of lockdown endured by the country. This is a most interesting angle on what
bus driving in the U.K. was like during the pandemic. In London alone, twenty-eight bus drivers lost their lives to the virus that tore through the country and
killed tens of thousands of Britons.
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Hero bus workers on the front line keep the country moving
During the first two weeks of the coronavirus lockdown, John Murphy says it felt like he was switching his phone on every morning only to
find another bus driver had died. “When you’re in this profession, you’re a family,” the Unite union regional officer says today. “When
someone loses their life, it hurts. The government keeps saying this pandemic is a war – well, we were being killed.” At least 28 drivers in
the capital have died after being diagnosed with Covid-19. Figures for the rest of the country are difficult to confirm but it seems likely at
least another dozen have similarly succumbed. Together, they were young and old, veterans and relative newcomers, and from a range
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of backgrounds. Some had underlying health conditions. One, Martin Egan, a driver in Bristol, had not taken a day off sick in more than six
years. But what they all had in common was that, as Covid-19 swept the country in late February and early March – as it became clear the
simple act of sharing an enclosed space with others was a health hazard – they kept driving. They kept turning up to do their job – because
if they did not, says Murphy, “no one else would get to work either”. Teachers, he points out, “would not get to schools; nurses wouldn’t
get to hospitals”. As the country continues to wrestle with the coronavirus crisis, certain professions have stepped up to be counted in a
way that has been a privilege to witness. NHS staff, delivery drivers and supermarket assistants have all shown themselves to be among a
new backbone of Britain. Without all those working in the bus industry, the emergency network for key workers would grind to a halt. And
key among these key workers have been bus drivers and transport workers. In many ways, they have found themselves on something
approximate to a front line. “But you carry on because, what’s drummed into you, is that it’s you who keeps the country moving,” says
Murphy, a driver in London of 25 years before he took up his current post with Unite. “Whatever happens – terror attack, disaster,
pandemic – it’s your duty to carry on.” Graham Vidler, chief executive of the Confederation of Passenger Transport, puts it another way:
“Without all those working in the bus industry, the emergency network for key workers would grind to a halt.” Such workers have done all
this, it’s worth adding, despite measures to protect their safety often being slow and limited. More of which shortly. For now, none of this
has gone unnoticed by many of us. Through the trees, this writer can see the top deck of the number 51 from his study window in
Sheffield. It runs less now than it did six weeks ago. But, amid the collapsing economies and rising death figures on TV and the empty
streets outside, its presence once every hour or so is a reassuring reminder that some normality still exists. The world is in crisis, perhaps,
but you can still catch a First South Yorkshire from Lodge Moor up to Charnock. Rebecca Holt ‘felt like royalty’ after being applauded on
the road. “It’s lovely to know you can have that effect on people just by driving your bus,” says Rebecca Holt, a staffer with Nottingham
City Transport which runs
services a day in the East Midlands city. “People have told me what we’re doing is inspiring but it’s just my
job. It’s actually quite nice having quiet roads for once.” All the same, she realised just how much she was impressing others when a van
driver flashed her through a junction last week. “There were two of them in the cab,” she says. “And, as I passed through, they started
clapping me. I was just like, ‘Oh wow’. I felt like royalty.” The 45-year-old is one of
of NCT’s
drivers still currently on the roads.
Since the lockdown, passenger numbers have fallen across the country to around 15 per cent of pre-crisis levels. Services have been
reduced accordingly with resources redirected to routes connecting high population areas to key infrastructure such as hospitals and
major supermarkets. As a result, an estimated per cent of the country’s ,
drivers have been furloughed. Stagecoach, the country’s
biggest provider, has placed 55 per cent of its drivers and engineers on the government scheme. Yet the fact that many such workers were
apparently willing to carry on – indeed, did carry on pre-lockdown even as infection rates soared amongst colleagues – is a sign, it might
be suggested, of an unrecognised sort of heroism. “I wouldn’t call myself that,” demurs Holt, a mother-of-one who has been in what she
calls her “dream job” for four years. Why did she volunteer to keep driving then, I wonder? She’s not entirely sure. Financially, she says,
she would have been happy enough to take a temporary 20 per cent pay cut and have the time off. But? “I wanted to do something. I’m
not a nurse. I can’t help people if they’re sick. But what I can do is get the nurses to where they need to be.” We used to call them bandit
screens. Now, they’re known as virus screens. It was a similar motivation for Kate Russell in Leamington Spa. The 36-year-old has been a
driver in the town with Stagecoach for 15 years. Her husband Dave, a fellow staffer, went on furlough to look after their two sons but she
continued in her cab. “Perhaps I’m blasé about the risks,” she says. “But this is my town and I wanted to carry on serving it.” Was she not
worried, given the disproportionate number of drivers losing their lives, for her own heath? “Every time you hear of another driver like
that, it’s devastating,” she says. “You can’t help but think about if it could happen to you. But you do what you can to stay safe and hope
you’ll be OK.” She herself is happy with measures taken by companies to protect their drivers. Most are, by all accounts, now being
provided with hand sanitiser and antibacterial wipes, and vehicles are deep-cleaned once a day. In London, after a concerted campaign,
only the middle doors are being opened to the public. Elsewhere, holes in the plastic cab screens – which allowed drivers to better hear
customers – have been filed in. “We used to call them bandit screens,” says Russell. “Now, they’re known as virus screens.” Yet, equally,
there have been questions raised over whether companies – and the government – acted quickly enough. The union is now calling for the
£60,000 life assurance payment promised to families of NHS workers who die with coronavirus to be applied to bus drivers too. Many
safety measures were not introduced until post-lockdown – when many drivers had already fallen ill with Covid-19 – while there is still no
PPE provided as standard. Calls to require customers to wear face masks have gone unheeded. When some drivers blocked off the first
two rows of seats on their vehicles – essentially to ensure passengers were keeping their distance – a manager at Arriva threatened
disciplinary action. The company later apologised. “Safety measures are starting to appear now,” says Murphy, of Unite, again. “But if you
go back to the war analogy, the enemy would have been at Hadrian’s Wall while we were still discussing defences. It was too slow, and it
still doesn’t go far enough.” The union is now calling for the £60,000 life assurance payment promised to families of NHS workers who die
with coronavirus to be applied to bus drivers too. “We accept that NHS staff and social care staff are in the highest category of risk,” says
Bobby Morton, national officer for passenger transport. “But other key workers should be not be forgotten if the worst unfortunately
happens. “What we have discovered about coronavirus is that it is an indiscriminate killer that has been responsible for the deaths of far
too many bus workers who are classed as key workers, keeping the country running during this national emergency.” Back in Nottingham,
it is something that Holt believes is a reasonable request – but she also has another somewhat simpler hope. “I’ve been getting more
people say thank you when they get off than I’ve ever known before,” she says. “It’s lovely to hear that, it makes you feel appreciated.
When all this is over, I hope that carries on.”
Source: Independent Daily Edition. 6 May 2020.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Wellington's buses and trains will remain free at level 1
The green ticks and red crosses will be gone from the buses, and the crowds will return to the trains, but one thing that won't be back
under level 1 is fares for Wellington's public transport. All buses and trains will remain free until June 30, even after New Zealand moves to
level 1, Metlink has confirmed. Greater Wellington Regional Council had originally promised fares would remain free through June, but
negotiations with NZTA had cast some doubt on whether it would go ahead. The transport agency has been funding the council to cover
all loss of revenue during the Covid-19 lockdown, but there had been concern that the funding would be pulled once the country moved to
level 1 before July. Council chair Daran Ponter confirmed on Monday that NZTA had agreed to continue the funding as originally planned,
giving Wellingtonians three weeks of free public transport with no social distancing requirements. In the first week of June, Metlink
patronage was operating at 59 per cent compared to the same time last year.
Source: Stuff 8 June 2020. https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/wellington-top-stories/121760139/wellingtons-buses-and-trains-willremain-free-at-level-1
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No more distancing on trains and buses
News from Metlink
Physical distancing will no longer be required on trains and buses from tomorrow (9 June). From midnight tonight, Metlink will be
removing physical distancing stickers, posters and floor decals from stations, stops, trains, buses and ferries now that physical distancing is
no longer in place. However this will take some time. Please ignore the seat allocation stickers from Tuesday.
Metlink has announced that full fares will return across the region on July 1 now that New Zealand has moved to alert level 1 and physical
distancing restrictions have been lifted. Fares, including the handling of cash, were temporarily suspended to support the Government’s
public health response to the COVID-19 Pandemic. General Manager Scott Gallacher says Metlink has been working very closely with the
Government on the safest and fairest time to reintroduce full fares to passengers across the region. “Reintroducing fares in July makes
sense following New Zealand’s excellent response to COVID-19 and the recent removal of physical distancing measures under alert level 1.
Our passengers, drivers, staff on trains and at station kiosks can now safely and confidently interact again,” says Mr Gallacher. Advice from
the Ministry of Health has confirmed it is safe to handle cash, provided this is done responsibly. Good hand hygiene remains essential,
with passengers and staff continuing to wash or sanitise their hands as soon as they can during, before and after travel. “We’re asking
passengers to use contactless payments wherever possible, that means Snapper on buses, monthly passes or 10-trip tickets on trains, and
eftpos on the ferries. Where cash needs to be used we’re encouraging people to use exact change to reduce any unnecessary handling”
says Mr Gallacher. Metlink continue to work with Snapper on reviewing the coverage of Snapper kiosks across the region. A Snapper App
for Android phones is available, and an iPhone app is being launched within the next month or so. Monthly and 10-trip train tickets will be
for sale from train station ticket windows from Monday 22 June. A rail monthly pass or 10-trip tickets are good ways to save money. Roger
Blakeley, chair of Greater Wellington’s Transport committee says the public’s response to COVID-19 has been exceptional. “We’ve asked a
lot from passengers during the various COVID- levels and I’d like to thank them for the incredible patience, fairness and kindness they’ve
shown throughout all the COVID- levels. We’ve had feedback from essential workers, thanking our train staff and bus drivers for getting
them to their hospital shifts under level 4; reports of people giving up their spots in queues so that families can travel together; and stories
of people on the streets spontaneously clapping and giving our drivers a thumbs up.” “I’d also like to thank everyone at Metlink for their
monumental efforts during COVID- . As a public transport user myself, it’s been fantastic to see cleaners, engineers, mechanics, drivers,
ambassadors, communications and operations staff, union reps and many more people behind the scenes coming together to keep public
transport running as an essential service,” adds Cr Blakeley. Metlink continues to follow advice from the Government on robust cleaning,
distancing and fare collection practices to keep passengers and staff safe.
Source: Wellington Scoop. 8 June 2020. http://wellington.scoop.co.nz/?p=128726
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Kiwis' public transport use way above projections, and we're leading the world
Lucy Barnett wanted to wait a while before she started taking the bus to work again. Even after New Zealand moved to Level 1, she
decided to give it a few weeks, just to be safe. It just felt like an "unnecessary risk", and she was happy to walk in the meantime. In the
end, it was the rain that forced her hand. "At least it's dry inside," she said. On a drizzly Wednesday on Courtenay Place, almost every bus
that comes past on the morning run is nearing capacity. It's not quite standing room only, but almost every seat is taken. It's hard to
imagine that less than a fortnight ago buses were practically running empty. Public transport was expected to be one of the hardest-hit
areas in the Covid-19 recovery, but already Kiwis are returning to buses and trains at far higher rates than projected - in fact, new data
shows New Zealand is leading the western world in its return to public transport. That put Auckland Transport above 70 per cent of prelockdown users within just four days of Level 1. A spokesperson said AT was expecting another boost in July with the return of university
students, who make up 14 per cent of users. The greater Christchurch region had the highest public transport rate of any major centres,
reaching 81.5 per cent of 2019 passenger numbers in the first week of level 1. Figures from real-time public transport data app Transit
show New Zealand is adopting public transport at greater rates than any other country it operates in. New Zealand was 22 per cent below
normal passenger rates on June 14, according to the app's data. By comparison, the United Kingdom was 69 per cent down on normal
capacity, the United States was down 58 per cent, and Australia was down by 44 per cent. All public transport in New Zealand was free
during lockdown, thanks to a $110 million NZTA subsidy. Auckland Transport resumed charging for fares at the start of Level 2, while
Canterbury introduced fares on June 15. Fares remain free in Wellington until June 30.
Source: Stuff. 17 June 2020. https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/121852889/covid19-kiwis-public-transport-use-way-above-projections-andwere-leading-the-world
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Fight on again to save Hutt Valley to airport bus service after regional council
says it isn't viable
The fight to retain a direct airport connection to and from the Hutt Valley is on again, with Hutt South MP Chris Bishop angered by
comments the service is no longer viable. The contract for the current Airport Flyer service, which runs between Wellington Airport and
Lower Hutt, is soon to expire, and the airport will soon seek expressions of interest for a replacement service. Greater Wellington Regional
Council chairman Daran Ponter said recently the service was no longer viable in the Hutt Valley, and was unlikely to continue operating
there under a new contract. Bishop wrote to Ponter on Wednesday urging him to rethink his position. "If it happens that there is no
commercial interest in a direct bus service from Lower Hutt to the airport, then I strongly encourage the regional council to investigate
running its own service. "Put simply, this is a service that Hutt residents think is important, and they want it as part of the Wellington
public transport network." The commercial service is currently run by NZ Bus, independent of the regional council. It no longer appears on
electronic real-time information (RTI) boards, or accepts Snapper card payments. Ponter said on Thursday uptake of the service in the Hutt
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Valley was low enough to suggest it was not viable in the area. That information had come from operator NZ Bus, he said. "That's the
reality - as much as we would all like to think it would be otherwise." The regional council provided direct links between the Hutt Valley
and Wellington Railway Station, which had airport connections, so the regional council would not be looking to provide a direct airport
service, Ponter said. Bishop said that contradicted statements made by the council to the transport and infrastructure select committee in
September 2018, in which general manager of public transport Wayne Hastie said the council would "obviously look to make sure there
was a service connecting our communities to the airport". Bishop also wrote to airport chief executive Steve Sanderson on Wednesday,
urging him to make a Hutt Valley connection a requirement for any new contract. In a statement, the airport's manager of transport, Pippi
Kettle, said public transport operators were welcome to include routes with multiple destinations, including Hutt City and Upper Hutt.
"Any routes public transport operators propose will, however, need approval from Greater Wellington Regional Council in order to work in
conjunction with timetable slots at hub locations." It is not the first time the Hutt Valley connection has been on the chopping block. In
February 2018, NZ Bus announced it was cancelling the service, only to agree two months later to retain it on a trial basis following heavy
political and public pressure. Ponter said that showed the service was already struggling, and Hutt Valley commuters were fortunate NZ
Bus had been able to run it for so long.
Source: Stuff. 18 June 2020. https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/121867966/fight-on-again-to-save-hutt-valley-to-airport-bus-service-afterregional-council-says-it-isnt-viable
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Right: The Airport Flyer piece above also appeared in the local community newspaper, Hutt News. UTW
reader Alan Smith responded with this letter to the newspaper’s editor.

Above: On 15 April 2004, 1993 Volvo B10 23 travels along the Airport perimeter road at the start of its long
100-minute journey. This was in the days when the Flyer ran between Wellington Airport and Upper Hutt. The
service was later cut back to Queensgate in Lower Hutt and now there are suggestions that a future service
may only be between the city centre and the Airport. Incidentally, the Airport Flyer no longer follows the route
shown above.

One of the classic tactics of a transport operator
wanting to close a service is to make it
irritatingly inconvenient and so “prove”, as
usage drops, that there is no longer a need for it.
Your 23 June report Fight to retain airport bus
shows that this old trick is being played out yet
again. First shift your terminus to a wind tunnel
a long walk away from the airport terminal; then
make the fare payment system slow; remove
any signs along the route about when the next
bus will come; and then just suspend it without
much notice. NZ Bus has no incentive to seek a
solution with the Regional Council, who only
recently just switched off the overhead power
leaving NZ Bus with a useless fleet of near-new
trolleybuses with no compensation; so they will
just sit out their airport bus contract and do the
minimum. The real tragedy is that Regional
Council chairman Daran Ponter has fallen into
the negativity of seeing the whole thing as just
“not viable”. Come on; a public bus service
linking one of the few airports sited right in an
urban area with the centre of the Capital city
and beyond seems pretty reasonable to most
travellers and airport workers. Christchurch does
it with its P Route across that city from its airport
to Sumner via University, bus hubs and other
obvious traffic destinations. Time for some
Absolutely, Positively Wellington action!
Alan Smith
Lower Hutt

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Metlink adding 98 more electric buses 31 will be double-deckers
News from Greater Wellington Regional Council.
Metlink is to boost electric buses from 2 to 22 per cent of its fleet to meet climate change goals and passenger growth. The ink has dried
on contracts for
new electric buses, which will take Metlink’s fleet of electric buses to 8, significantly reducing its carbon footprint
and taking the regional council a step closer to its target of carbon neutrality by 2030. Metlink has 450 buses in its active fleet in the
Wellington region – 10 of which are EVs, making up two percent of the fleet. Once the 98 buses are added, the proportion of EVs will rise
to 22 per cent which, excluding market leader China, is high by international standards. Seventy-three of the buses will be used on
scheduled services with a further 25 to be progressively added to routes to meet network growth. The new electric buses will eventually
take 61 diesel buses off the roads, leading to a 17 per cent drop in carbon emissions and a similar reduction in harmful emissions. The
council is delivering on its promise of a building a modern low emission bus network according to Chair Daran Ponter. “I’m sure that
people across the region will be pleased to see another 61 diesel buses taken off the road and this will drive real climate benefits by
deploying the new electric buses on high use areas of the network. “Just like our plans for rail, this is also about ensuring we have a fleet in
place that can cope with rising population trends and demand for public transport over the next few years. That’s why
buses will be
used to accommodate forecast passenger growth without an increase in emissions,” added Chair Ponter. Climate Committee chair Cr
Thomas Nash said we have to provide attractive alternatives to our current th century car culture if we’re serious about responding to
climate change. “Over the last two decades transport emissions rose by
per cent across the region, mainly from fossil fuel burning cars
and trucks. “We need a real step change here and we know we can move far more people with far fewer vehicles if we provide high
quality public transport. A modern, comfortable low emission fleet will play a key role in attracting new passengers, encouraging them to
embrace public transport. We’ve got an opportunity to break free from the car-dominated landscape that’s been driving pollution in our
cities – let’s take it,” added Cr Nash. Roger Blakeley, chair of the council’s Transport Committee, said that the new fleet will also attract
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more bus drivers. “This new fleet shows our intentions for growing the network and obviously more buses means more drivers. We want
buses that drivers can be proud of and these state of the art buses, many fitted out in New Zealand, will help us attract drivers who we
want to be at the forefront of the public transport industry in New Zealand and internationally.” As part of the deal, NZ Bus will source 67
ready-to-go large single-decker EVs from China and Tranzurban will build 31 double-decker EVs at Kiwi Bus Builders in Tauranga, with parts
sourced from world leading Chinese bus manufacturers. NZ Bus CEO Barry Hinkley said he was delighted that NZ Bus was making a
significant contribution to NZ’s environmental performance, commenting that growing the number of EVs in its fleet is the right way
forward as NZ Bus looks to a future of reduced fossil fuel usage. “With these
new electric buses, NZ Bus is proud to be having the
largest EV bus fleet in New Zealand. With these new orders, we will see our EV fleet grow to at least 85 buses in the short term.
“Obviously, we all should try and do as much as we can to look after our environment; taking public transport is a great way of reducing
emissions, and electric public transport is an even better way. “We’re committed to doing our bit to help reduce emissions in New Zealand
and at the same time provide people with a safe and easy way to get around,” said Mr Hinkley. Tranzurban Director Keven Snelgrove said
today’s announcement is a clear demonstration of the company’s commitment to partnering with the regional council and pioneering and
investing in electric bus technology and infrastructure in New Zealand. He says the 31 new double-deck EVs will add to the company’s fleet
of 10 New Zealand-built double-deck EVs successfully in operation in Wellington already. “This new fleet will deliver multiple benefits of
being New Zealand built, adding to our modern and reliable electric bus fleet and help reduce carbon emissions and air pollution for
Wellingtonians.” The buses will be delivered between mid-2021 and early 2023.
News from Tranzurban.
Tranzurban is delivering on its twin promises to build a modern and reliable electric bus fleet and help reduce carbon emissions and air
pollution for Wellingtonians. Today, in partnership with the Regional Council (GWRC), it was announced that Tranzurban will add 31 new
double-deck electric buses to its Wellington fleet. The company’s Transport and Operations Director Keven Snelgrove says today’s
announcement is a clear demonstration of the company’s partnership with GWRC and delivering on its promise to build a modern and
reliable electric bus fleet. He says Tranzurban introduced 10 double-deck electric buses into Wellington in 2018 as part of the Metlink bus
network, in collaboration with GWRC, and had committed to incrementally adding 22 more by 2021. However, with the company now
including an additional nine EV buses, it means 41 double-deck EVs will eventually transport passengers around Wellington. Mr Snelgrove
says the EV fleet was proving to be extremely successful. “Earlier this month our EV double-deck fleet travelled over 2000km in a single
day meaning we saved approximately over
litres of diesel and prevented around . tonnes of CO entering Wellington’s
atmosphere in a single day. If we are to extrapolate these figures over a total fleet of 41 EV double-decks per annum, then the
environmental benefits will be significant,” he says. Metlink passenger Jeran Clarke recently travelled on one of Tranzurban’s EV buses on
the No. route and enjoyed the experience. “I had my first ride on one yesterday, never been on a smoother more quieter bus in my life!”
Mr Snelgrove says feedback like this is common. “Passengers love travelling on our EV buses and our drivers love driving them. They’re
clean, green and make the most our country’s renewable energy.” Tranzurban’s EV journey began in
, after its parent company
Tranzit partnered with Auckland University of Technology in a joint application to the Energy Efficiency & Conservation Authority’s Low
Emission Vehicles Contestable Fund. After developing EV , New Zealand’s first commercially operated
battery powered electric bus
now based in Auckland, the company collaborated with GWRC to introduce 10 double-deck EV buses and supporting charging
infrastructure into Wellington. These buses were built by New Zealand owned company Kiwi Bus Builders in Tauranga, as will the 31strong new fleet be. Kiwi Bus Builders Managing Director Richard Drummond says up to an additional 30 staff will be brought on as the
project develops and comes at a critical time after COVID- . “This is really great news. It continues the joint accomplishments already
achieved between Kiwi Bus Builders and Tranzit and gives us a strong foundation and opportunity to build back up. It also enables us to
continue our world leading research and development projects we’ve previously worked on.” The buses will be built using chassis and
electronics sourced from world leading Chinese bus manufacturer CRRC/UT and batteries from CATL. New charging infrastructure will be
installed at Tranzurban’s Grenada depot adding to chargers at the company’s Rongotai depot and a fast charger at Reef Street in Island
Bay.
Source: Wellington Scoop. 26 June 2020. http://wellington.scoop.co.nz/?p=129170
Right: Brendan Prince NZ Bus; Cr Daran Ponter chair, GWRC; Cr Roger Blakeley, GWRC; Cr David Lee,
GWRC; Keven Snelgrove, Tranzit; James Howard, Tranzit. Photo: Metlink.

Left: Tranzurban announced the extra EV buses on
their Facebook page on 26 June 2020.

Single decker EV buses cost around $700-750,000 and double-decker EV buses cost around $1m. In this
order, Tranzurban will purchase 31 DD EVs built at Kiwi Bus Builders in Tauranga with parts sourced from
China, and NZ Bus will purchase 67
large single-decker EVs from China. –
Roger Blakeley, GWRC.

Right: 3703 about to connect with the charger in Reef Street on 11 June 2020. Will the
thirty-one extra buses for Tranzurban be the same as this? Photo: Alan Wickens.
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(NOT SUCH GOOD) NEWS FROM FOXTON
The Foxton Trolleybus Museum has seen little activity since the death of its founder, Ian Little, in July 2008. In a recent edition of UTW,
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The Omnibus Society has been having discussions with Malcolm Little regarding the future of the Foxton Trolleybus Museum. Sadly the
vehicles at Foxton have suffered considerable vandalism and the theft of many components. Some (buses) sadly cannot be saved and will
be scrapped unless anyone wants a body or two.
Vehicles to be retained are:
WCCT 39 and 48 (both of which have had electrical components stripped out and glass smashed), 66 (which will receive electrical
components from 80, which is used as our library/tea room at Gracefield. Work has started on extracting the rear panel. 88, complete but
needs some body repairs, 91 which is complete and currently at the Wellington Tramway Museum. 119 needs a new windscreen surround
and repainting. Dunedin 76 and 77 need electrics repaired. Auckland 1 Farmers bus. Also complete and operational are 301, 302, 303
and 384.
Vehicles to be disposed of are:

83, 90, 101 and 268.
Much work is required to return Foxton to operation. Firstly, to tidy and make the site and building secure. Then the overhead needs to be
rebuilt. Changes to the street layout have made the overhead unusable. Volunteers to help would be eagerly accepted. Anyone living in the
southern North Island who is a qualified STMS (Site Traffic Management Supervisor) or willing to be trained as one please contact Malcolm
Little or Peter Rendall. This person will be needed when work starts on the overhead.

Left: To be disposed of is B.U.T. 83 seen at Foxton in December 2002 and then looking in
very presentable condition. Photo: Graeme Inwood.

Right: Volvo 268 and B.U.T. 90 pictured in the yard at
Foxton in 2017, prior to vandalism. Photo: Alan Wickens.

Left: B.U.T. 101 at work on the Foxton circuit around the town on 22 September
2002. Now it is to be scrapped. Photo: Graeme Inwood.

These four trolleybuses are reported as being readied for disposal.

Right: In March 1999, Wayne Duncan
photographed B.U.T. 80 at work
under the wires in Jervois Quay.
Although this trolleybus looked in
pristine condition back then it has
been used in more recent times as
The Omnibus Society’s library/tea
room.

Left: 80 is now a permanent resident
at the OS premises at Gracefield in
Lower Hutt. Photo: Alan Wickens.
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Left: B.U.T. 66 is to be retained in the collection but is
reported to be receiving the electrical components of
80 (seen above), currently under cover at Gracefield.
The trolleybus was at work in Glenmore Street, Kelburn
on 12 June 2004.

Right: Surprisingly 88 is mentioned in the Facebook posting as being retained
but needing body repairs. It was photographed in May 2014 on a property in
Judgeford before it was towed away. 88 is unique having been rebuilt as a
prototype for a possible programme to refurbish the third batch of B.U.T.s (82100 introduced in
. However, the refurbishment programme didn’t
proceed.

Right: B.U.T. 91 is another vehicle to be retained. It was
photographed at the Tramway Museum in July 2006.

Left: 119, the last and highest numbered Wellington B.U.T. It
is seen in June 2004 in Willis Street during the 100 Years of
Electric Traction weekend. 119 is said to need a new
windscreen surround and repainting.

Right and below: B.U.T. 39 and 48 are both reported to have been vandalised and
had parts stolen. 48 was looking very smart back in August 2003 as it stood at the
gate of the Foxton Museum, whilst 39 was photographed in Kilbirnie depot on 2 June
2004. Photos: Graeme Inwood.

THEN AND NOW IN MIRAMAR

Above: This photograph of a late model B.U.T. in Park Road, Miramar was sourced from a Facebook page. It is the first photograph to
appear in UTW that shows the turning wire that once existed outside the Capitol Court theatre and shops. The Peter Moses photo was
taken in 1978.
Below: Remodelling of Park Avenue has taken place over the years and the area where the B.U.T. is standing is now a car park. The large
pōhutukawa tree behind 347, seen on 7 November 2014, can be seen on the far left of the top photograph. Another major development
at this location is the return of the Capitol Court (once the Capitol Theatre, built in 1928) to its original purpose; the Roxy cinema was
opened in 2011. It boasts an opulent, 1930s interior and includes two cinemas - one seating 164 people and the other 55 - along with a
restaurant and cocktail bar. Weta Workshop was been involved in the $7m refit, contributing bronze, sculptured robots in the grand hall.

Right: Another view of the turning loop at Park Road.
Photo: Timeline Photos. Source – Facebook.
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RECALLING A LAUSANNE CELEBRATION
Tom Douce
In 2007, the trolleybus system in the Swiss city of Lausanne celebrated 75 years of operation. The actual date was 2 October but as this
was on a Tuesday, the celebration took place on Sunday, 30 September 2007. I flew into Geneva with Lausanne being just a short train ride
away. The "Belle of the Ball" so to speak was FBW 2, built in 1932
with SWS bodywork and BBC electrical equipment. Originally
numbered as 3, in 1963 it was renumbered as 502, then de-icer
802, later renumbered as 1632, then when preserved it was given
its current number. The location is Place Chauderon. It is the
oldest trolleybus I have ridden on in public service, and not
surprisingly it attracted much attention.

This view was taken on Avenue C.F. Ramuz, at the Pully CFF terminus.
Behind 2 can be seen 785, one of a batch of 27 (766-92) built
between 1989-90 on FBW chassis, with Hess bodywork and ABB
electrical equipment. The centrally located driver's seat is of the the
swivel type.

Another preserved trolleybus is 656, one of a batch of
twenty five (651-75), built in 1963-4 by FBW (chassis),
Eggli (bodywork) and BBC (electrical equipment). I first
saw it in 1991 when livery was orange and white. After
withdrawal it was restored to the original livery seen.
The location is on Petit Corniche, at the Lutry Corniche
terminus.

Here’s another view of the Lutry Corniche
terminus. Note that the booms of 2 are on the
"dead end" wiring. I felt privileged to have
ridden on such an historic vehicle.

TEN YEARS AGO...

It’s
April
, lunchtime in Lambton Quay and clearly a warm autumn day.
The hustle and bustle in Wellington’s premier shopping street is taking place
with the usual flow of buses drifting through. Designline prototype 303,
introduced five years earlier, passes Hunter Street with an inbound route 2
service from Miramar. Little has changed in the ensuing ten years; one or two
shops have changed hands although the biggest difference is the absence of
the overhead. Fortunately, 303 survives – donated to The Omnibus Society.
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MY FAVOURITE TROLLEYBUS – Tom Douce
My favourite trolleybus is the Flyer E800s built in the 1970s for cities in North America, particularly those that operated in San
Francisco, which is my favourite city because of its setting, culture, diversity and best of all, its excellent public transport system. The
reasons why this make is my favourite trolleybus are as follows. Firstly, they were the first trolleybuses I had seen in public operation since
the Bradford system (U.K.) closed in March 1972, some ten and a half years earlier. Secondly, prior to my first visit to the city, I thought
how impressive they looked on photographs and vowed to myself I have to see them in "the flesh" so to speak. I was not disappointed,
they looked even better than in the photographs. Even now I think that the styling hasn't dated, and the "Landor" colour scheme as well as
the tinted glass makes for a stunning looking vehicle
in my opinion. The picture, taken on Sunday 3
October 1982 shows 5329 on the outside lane
on Market Street, about to negotiate the hairpin
turn into Clayton Street on which I am standing. If I
remember correctly, on the approach to the traffic
lights, a trolleybus activates a skate on the
overhead, which in turn sets the traffic lights in the
vehicle’s favour, which then moves over to the left,
in preparation for the tight right turn. White dotted
lines assist the driver with this manoeuvre. In
February, 1988 route 33 was extended further
northwards and renamed Stanyan. Route 33 was
the first in the city with operation beginning on 6
October 1935, and the operator was Market Street
Railway. MUNI (San Francisco Municipal Railway)
took over control in 1944.
HAVE YOU GOT A FAVOURITE TROLLEYBUS THAT
YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHARE?

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

HATAITAI TUNNEL
THEN AND NOW
An early image of the western portal of
Hataitai Tram tunnel, opened in 1907.
The photograph shows the waiting
shelter and a seat nearby - perhaps for
ardent tram spotters or photographers?
The cabin on the right is less obvious.
Perhaps it was used by a WCET staff
member to control the flow of trams
through the tunnel?
Photographer unknown.

Right: The same scene, although trolleybus wires remained in
the tunnel when this photograph was taken in November 2017.
In more recent times, reflective studs and rumble strips have
been installed through the tunnel as well as plastic guide bars
either side of the entrances (which not surprisingly are bent
having been struck by buses and now looking a bit worse for
wear!). Control through the tunnel has long been by traffic
lights. Were the tram rails removed or just covered over –
another puzzle for someone to answer.
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WAITING IN ‘THE TRANSIT LOUNGE’
Transit Lounge you might ask? Just a term I have coined for the area outside Kilbirnie depot where trolleybuses once entered at the end of
a shift and now used as a waiting area before being towed off to pastures new. Hopefully not too many will end up sitting in pasture.

On 11 June 2020, another three Designlines basked in the winter
sunshine; 335, 357 and 358. All three were missing their roof-top
equipment covers (I am still puzzled as to why this occurs) and 335
and 357 had their seating removed. Here is one last look at the trio
before they were taken away. 358 was the only one of the trio that
remained in service until the last day of operation.

Left: 357 stripped of
its internal fittings.
Photo: Peter Coventry.

Left: On 17 June 373 and 346 awaiting their turn to be towed
away. As is now usual, the rooftop covers and batteries had
been removed. Photo: Peter Coventry.
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Left: 368 standing in the rain in the ‘Transit Lounge’ on June. Note
the mesh cover hanging over the front of the windscreen.
Photo: Peter Coventry.

Right: 346 displaying the exposed roof equipment look but other
than that looking reasonably tidy. Perhaps the rain has washed any
bird excrement away. 19 June 2020.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

THEN, AND MUCH LATER
IN MORLEY STREET,
KARORI.

Left: The exit from Morley Street
into Karori Road once allowed
trolleybuses to either turn left
or right as demonstrated in this
undated
Graeme
Bennett
photograph.

Right: In this 2016 view, the driver of 386 has no option other
than to turn right into Karori Road. This will take the bus to the
terminus at Karori Park to start its run to Lyall Bay. Had it been
returning to Kilbirnie depot it would still have to travel to the
terminus and would then return past this point in a few minutes
time. The option to turn left at the end of Morley Street was
removed many years ago. It is likely the need for the switch was
only very occasional.
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’s LAST RUN IN WELLINGTON

Left: At 11.58am on 16 November 2009 258 arrived at Kilbirnie depot, having
travelled one last trip from Karori Park. Despite the destination roll stating Lyall
Bay, passengers were asked to disembark and board the Designline pulling in
behind to complete their journey. I thought this was the last outing for this
Volvo but was wrong... Photo: Alan Wickens.

Alan Roi of Christchurch writes “As far as I know I was the last person to
drive 258 in the streets of Wellington. I needed to know how it drove, being
different from the earlier generation of buses. Gerard Cooper was in the office
at Kilbirnie at the time and took me for a “spin . He drove it through the
Kilbirnie depot and once in Rongotai Road I drove it to Miramar and return. I
parked in the workshops and I don’t think it was powered up again
until it reached Ferrymead. Unfortunately it is parked up outside at
the moment though I still feel its future is brighter than that of 268
at Foxton. See page
It could well be the only operational New
Zealand Volvo trolleybus for the foreseeable future.

Right and below: On 12 January 2010, 258 had the honour of being
the last Volvo to run under the Wellington overhead reaching
Miramar terminus, with Alan Roi at the wheel. The bus had by this
date been passed to the custody of the Tramway Historical Society
at Ferrymead Museum.

Photos: Alan Roi.

Right: On 23 October 2009, just weeks before
withdrawal, 258 stands near the exit of Karori depot.
Just four Volvos remained in use between June and
November 2009 and of those, three survived into
preservation; 233, 258 and 268. 233 was saved by The
Omnibus Society, 268 is at Foxton (for now) and 258 is
in the care of the Tramway Historical Society at
Ferrymead Museum. 227 was the unlucky example and
was scrapped.
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A TRIP TO THE DEEP SOUTH
Canadian, Angus McIntyre visited
Dunedin on one of his trips to New
Zealand in 1980. 10 is probably the most
well-k
f he ci
flee hich
e
all-over advertising for Tiger Tea. In this
trio of photographs 6 takes the limelight.
Left: A near-side view of B.U.T. 6 at St.
Clair terminus with the destination sign
set for a return trip to Normanby, then
route 8. Back in 1980 St. Clair was the
southernmost trolleybus terminus in the
world. Painting buses with advertising was
the order of the day before the era of
vinyl wraps made it so much easier and
cheaper. Dunedin, being New Zealand’s
most southern city, was probably an ideal
place for Kent to advertise home heating.
The company is still trading.

Right: Arrival at Shiel Hill terminus. 6 was
part of the first batch of fifty-five B.U.T.s
introduced to Dunedin between 1950 and
1956. This bus ran until closure of the
system in 1982.

Look out for more Dunedin “mobile
billboards” in next month’s issue.

Left: With the destination
blind changed to Opoho, it’s
just about to time to shut
the
doors
and
get
underway. 6 will travel from
the south east corner of
Dunedin across to the north
east, travelling through the
city centre. The remaining
trolleybus routes in Dunedin
closed in March 1982.
Several of these B.U.T.
trolleybuses, including 6,
ran for thirty-one years in
Dunedin. Not a bad lifespan when compared to
Wellington’s eight and nine
year-old Designlines.
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Left: Angus naturally
spent time in Wellington
during his visit where he
took this excellent image
of Volvo 220 in Wellington
City
Transport
livery
turning the corner from
Moxham Avenue into
Waitoa Road, Hataitai
while working an inbound
route 2 from Miramar.

Right: Further up Waitoa Road and
standing just outside the eastern portal of
the Hataitai tunnel, Angus took a going
away view of (now preserved) Volvo 233.
Mankind has been scrawling graffiti for
many millennia and in 1980 it was so easy
to buy a can of paint spray and daub
opinions on public property.

Left: Turning around we
see 231 waiting to enter
the tunnel and 220 back
for another photograph.
Having travelled to the
Railway Station and now
returning to Miramar the
driver of 220 has just let
several passengers off the
bus. The traffic signal is
still at red which indicates
another bus is on its way
through the tunnel.
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LOOKING BACK AT THE MANNERS MALL REDEVELOPMENT
Ten years ago this month a start was made on returning the pedestrian mall in Manners Street back into a predominantly bus
thoroughfare. The shopping mall was in the section of Manners Street between the intersections with Victoria and Cuba Streets.
Left: Manners Street was home to cars and trams from the early 1900s. That
changed in 1979 when a pedestrian-only mall, Manners Mall, was created. This
in effect turned Manners Street into two parts; from Willis Street as far as
Victoria Street and from Cuba Street to Taranaki Street. The two parts
separated by the mall. In late 2008 the Wellington City Council started
consultation on a proposal to return the mall back to a thoroughfare
predominantly for buses. Routes 7 and 9 to Kingston and Aro Street
respectively travelled along Victoria Street passing the entrance to the mall.
Other outbound buses, routes 1, 2, 3, 5, 10 and 11, travelled via Mercer,
Wakefield and Cuba Streets to reach a point by James Smith’s corner in the
middle distance and then continued where Manners Street resumed. This
diagram was part of the City Council’s public proposal documents. More
information can be found at https://wellington.govt.nz/~/media/yourcouncil/projects/files/brochure.pdf

Above left: Manners Mall as many will remember it. Not the glitziest of shopping malls but somewhere that also linked nicely to Cuba Mall
which joined it by James Smith’s corner. Many of the businesses changed hands over the years, but one anchor tenant always remained...
McDonald’s. Above right: Work on the construction of the new roadway began in July 2010 and as the notice shows, work was expected to
be completed by late September which turned out to be somewhat optimistic as we will see. The disruption also had an adverse effect on
trading and shopkeepers were not impressed by the months of noise and construction.
Left: By the middle of September work was underway in earnest.
This is a view looking east taken at the corner of the mall and
Cuba Street. A diesel bus is about to turn out of the side street
and continue along Manners Street.

Right: This notice was attached to a
bus shelter in Cuba Street. From 26
September buses and trolleybuses
would no longer travel via Cuba
Street but would temporarily be
diverted
continuing
along
Wakefield Street. On reaching
Taranaki Street they would turn
right and then resume the route on
reaching Courtenay Place. This can
be followed on the map at the top
of the page. As trolleybuses didn’t
operate at weekends, their last
movements through Cuba Street took place on Friday 24 September.
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Left: 365 calls at Cuba Street on 17 September while on its way to Lyall
Bay. Wakefield Street can be glimpsed in the background.

Right: This view was taken on Monday 27 September. During the
weekend the overhead was taken down both here in Cuba Street
and Mercer Street. The bus shelters on the right have already been
taped off and would soon be dismantled. Later Cuba Street would be
“refreshed” and traffic flow would reverse from that seen above.

Left: By 28 October the trolleybus poles were in place
and span wires attached. The concrete base of the new
roadway awaited its asphalt surface.

Right: One can almost smell the stench of the asphalt in this enclosed canyon as
work continued on sealing the road. Not the nicest smell to go with a burger and
chips! Incidentally, Burger King has now closed a number of its outlets in New
Zealand, the one in this view included. This view was taken on 12 November.
What was that about being finished in late September?
Left: The overhead is up, the shopkeepers can breathe a sigh of relief and
now we await the first buses. Meanwhile, the pristine asphalt has had
messages of protest daubed on it. Well, you can’t please all the people all
of the time can you?
Below: The new bus thoroughfare finally opened on Sunday 28 November
2010; however, several trolleybuses ran along the route to test the new
overhead and special work. 344, 350 and 374 were used for the purpose
and created a novelty seeing a trolleybus on a Sunday! 374 was the very
first trolleybus to
travel through the
reinstated
Manners
Street and here it is
passing through the
new special work for
Routes 7 and 9 at the
intersection
of
Manners and Victoria
Streets.
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TAILPIECE

On 26 March 2015, 357 starts away from the traffic lights in Lambton Quay at the intersection with Stout Street while on its way to
Island Bay. It has just pulled away from the (now closed) bus stop at this location and travelling towards its next stop, 190m distant,
situated outside Kirkcaldie and Stains department store (now David Jones), seen just ahead beside the trolleybus on the extreme right.

