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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------This month we continue with more gems from those black and white days of trolleybuses as recorded by Graeme Bennett, and here’s a
“taster” for you – the former turning circle at Miramar shops with visiting New Plymouth 2 then owned by Ian Little waiting to pull away.

Thanks to this month s contributors;
Jayden Hooper, Peter Coventry, Graeme Inwood, Bryce Pender, Allan Steel, Henry Brittain, Michael Jarka, Grant Fletcher,
Michael Boyton, Graeme Bennett, Jeran Petersen-Clark, David Jones, Phil Waters, D.L.A. Turner, Paul Nicholson
and all those who provided feedback.
Thanks also to Mike Mellor for checking the text.
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I will be kicking off the month, with a correction and an apology. On page
of last month’s
issue I published this photograph of Leyland Leopard 401 aboard an Interisland ferry on its
way back home to Motueka after being on loan to the Omnibus Society. Unfortunately, I
incorrectly named the owner of the Leopard as Michael Jarka when in fact it should have
been Michael Boyton. Photos of the latter Michael’s buses have appeared before in UTW,
so this was an embarrassing slip-up. The photo on the right should also have been credited
to Michael Boyton.
Left: However, Michael Jarka did send this
photograph of sister Leyland Leopard 402 seen in
Dunedin’s central city on
December
. It is
owned by the local heritage society and is about
95% restored. Perhaps one day we will see the two
buses posing side by side?
Right: Michael Boyton proudly standing beside his Leyland Leopard 401.
From the September/October issue of Tramlines, the newsletter of the
Wellington Tramway Museum, comes the following news: OVERHEAD EX
KILBIRNIE BUS DEPOT. After the Wellington trolleybus system closed in
2017, the Cable Car Company removed all of the overhead from the streets. However, the overhead in the depot was
left intact as it was too difficult to remove as the withdrawn trolleybuses were stored there and it was not possible to
work around them. The bus company has agreed to the Tramway Museum recovering all of the overhead and fittings
and now that the last of the trolleybuses has departed a
work party will soon commence taking it down.
One of the things I regret is not being in Wellington at the
time of the B.U.T.s. At the time I was living in Auckland and believe it or not did
not show any interest in the trolleybuses of that city. Hindsight is a wonderful
thing! However, other photographers were busy, with some building formidable
collections of pictures. David Jones was one such person and he has generously
allowed me to publish his work in the magazine. One route that doesn’t get too
much coverage is that between Wadestown and Hataitai via Roseneath, closing
in 1987. David captured this photograph in 1988 of two W.C.T. tower wagons in
Oriental Parade removing the overhead on the harbour side of the street. This
month some of the early B.U.T.s from David’s collection are featured – I’m sure
the photos will bring plenty of interest. Incidentally, nearest the camera is 1968
Bedford tower wagon 911.
Another photographer whose work has been extensively showcased in these pages of late is Graeme Bennett. Once again this month
Graeme’s black and white memories are peppered throughout this edition and I’m sure readers will find the selection fascinating.
At Ferrymead Heritage Park, Alan Roi reports that the overhaul of the trolleybus overhead continues. “The wires that bring the buses out
of the shed to the main line have been reconnected. This had been taken down to make it easier to remove the complicated arrangement
at the front of the shed. As part of this rearrangement the isolators at the front of the shed were positioned further inside the shed and this
gives us a slightly longer dead section when leaving the depot. The dead ec ion en e e on be able o acciden l o ch he o e head
when opening and closing the front doors. Attention has now turned to the rear of the shed. Perhaps it won’t be too long before we can
see trolleybuses running again in New Zealand.
With such a lot of material to share this month I have deferred the regular “Life and Times of” series until November when we will pick up
again on the story and feature Designline 360.
Apart from Auckland (which dropped to alert Level 2 from 24 September) Covid-19 restrictions on the rest of New Zealand were further
eased back to Level 1. From 22 September the lower alert level changes mean masks will no longer be compulsory on public transport
outside of Auckland (where they remained mandatory), although the Government encouraged people to continue wearing them. This
follows the easing of social distancing on public transport allowing capacity to return to normal from 14 September. For much of the
country this has meant that in terms of public transport usage things have returned pretty much to a pre-Covid-19 situation.
The Yutong EV demonstrator that spent about six months with Tranzurban (as 3899) has now moved
for a spell with Mana/Newlands and has been renumbered 7000. Meanwhile, Tranzurban’s doubledeckers 3502 (Pulse) and 3518 (Pride) buses reverted to the more traditional Metlink appearance
during September.
Right: 3518, the former Pulse Netball team liveried bus has returned to more conventional Metlink livery, albeit with
#OnBoardWithMasks hashtag. It is seen at Upper Hutt on train replacement work on 26 September 2020.

Yes, it’s another bumper issue with 44 pages which I hope you’ll enjoy.

Alan
Front Cover: Taking a brief break from Designlines on the front cover our attention is drawn this month to Volvo 225. On 11 April 2005 the wellfilled trolleybus in pictured in Glenmore Street near Kelburn Viaduct. In a few moments the bus will travel through Karori tunnel as it continues
on its way to Karori Park, the westernmost extent of the trolleybus wires in Wellington. 225 was withdrawn from service in 2008.
Please Note: Under the Wires contains facts, views, opinions, statements and other content and links to external websites. Reasonable efforts are made to include accurate and current information but the Editor
makes no warranties or representations as to the accuracy, value or safety of the published items. No liability or responsibility can be taken for errors or omissions.
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THE DYING DAYS OF THE TROLLEYBUSES AT KILBIRNIE
With so much material in Sep embe issue,
the following photographs recording the
final days of the trolleybuses in
residence at Kilbirnie depot were
carried over o hi mon h maga ine.

Left: 376 and 345 stand in the sunshine of the “Transit
Lounge” (officially the former trolleybus exit from the
depot) on 27 August 2020.

Right: On this occasion
final load was not passengers, rather handrail and
seating supports. A monitor lies on the floor at the back of the bus.

Left and below: As it turned out 369 gained notoriety
by becoming the very last Designline to be towed away
from the depot out of the former trolleybus exit door.
It was waiting for its tow on
August. In last month’s
issue this bus was pictured with its rear right wheel
missing. Clearly this was rectified before the final
movement from the depot.

Left: Meanwhile, inside the depot just
one trolleybus remained, the rather
piecemeal 337 with many a part
missing. It stands rather forlorn against
the eastern wall of the depot in the
company of one of the surplus Airport
Flyers. 337 could not be conventionally
towed; rather it was lifted at the front
before being attached to a tow truck.
The bus was destined for Tauranga,
where it is believed it will be restored
and have a diesel engine fitted.

Photos: Peter Coventry
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Left and below: 337 awaiting the tow truck. It was surprising
that this bus was chosen for further use as a bus considering
the better condition of many of the others. Note the missing
rear wheels. Despite being the least complete bus of all, 337
can lay claim to being “the last man out”.

Left: Kilbirnie as we haven’t seen this end of the depot before!
The purple former Valley Flyer 1995 M.A.N.s also belong to
trolleybus owner Wayne Henry. 369 can be glimpsed just
outside the depot entrance. The main reminders that this
building once housed electric traction are the tram rails, the
traverser rails in the foreground and the trolleybus overhead.
The latter is due to be taken down in the next few months. The
photographs on this page were taken on 28 August 2020.
Photos: Peter Coventry.

Below: Having departed Kilbirnie on 29 August, 369 was towed
through the nearby suburbs into the city centre to the city
terminus. Photo: Jayden Hooper.

Below: There was certainly no room inside 369 for passengers! This was
where all those battery covers taken off the other trolleybuses were
stored. Jayden Hooper took this photograph aboard the bus when it
briefly stopped at the Railway Station terminus on 29 August.

Right: Two very different electric vehicles side by side probably for the last time. On 29
August 369 shares the Railway Station layover area for a few moments with Tranzurban’s
3706 while Graeme Inwood records this unique moment.
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OVER AT KARORI
Left: For thirty-four months, four of the
Designline fleet were stored under cover at
Karori depot. Pictured here on 25 August 2020
are three of the quartet; 364, 366 and 354.

Right: 347 remained stabled in the right hand end of the undercover storage area in what
was the former workshop area for trolleybuses. Note the “troughing” in the roof area and
what was once the inspection pit since covered over with boards.

Right: 364 being readied for pulling out of the depot.

Photos:
Peter Coventry

Above and right: 366 hooked up to the Kilbirnie depot Shiftman truck and ready to depart
from Karori depot on 25 August. After all this time it was just like the “good old days” and
possible to activate the Hanover display and show the Bus on Tow message.
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Left: Thirty-four months after its last
operational duty, 364 arrives back at
Kilbirnie depot on 25 August 2020.
Having been kept in a more secure
setting, the “Karori Four” were still
exhibiting a very tidy appearance.
Photo: Peter Coventry.

Right: 364 temporarily back inside its old “home”.
You will have noticed that the buses stored at Karori
are remarkably intact unlike many of the buses that
departed Kilbirnie depot before them.
Photo: Peter Coventry.

Left: 369, the trolleybus that achieved some
celebrity status for being the very last trolleybus to
be towed (on all eight wheels) from Kilbirnie depot
is pictured in Eastern Hutt Road, Taita outside the
premises of NCS (New Zealand Coach Services) on
30 August. In a bit of a twist, having towed the
majority of the trolleybuses from the depot,
Malcolm Little decided to take 369 back into the city
later that day for one final jaunt. Photo: Alan Wickens.

Right: 369 pictured being towed alongside Wellington Harbour on SH2
between Ngauranga and Petone while being returned to its temporary home
in Taita on 30 August 2020. Photo: Bryce Pender.
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’s FINAL JAUNT

Jeran Petersen-Clark took these
photographs of 369 on its reprise
trip through the city on Sunday 30
August 2020.

Left: No doubt creating some head
turning as 369 was hauled through
Courtenay Place.

Right: Approaching the Railway Station terminus one
last time. No need for any poles – the overhead was
removed more than two years ago.

Left: Laying over at the terminus in one of the NZ
Bus parks, a place it would have been very familiar
with in years past.

Right: ...and finally, being towed back to its
temporary base at Taita, via State Highway 2.
This photograph was taken just north of the
Petone interchange on 30 August. Until
earlier this year NZ Bus based a number of its
Airport Flyers on the lot just behind the
building in the background. The land is now
empty, the buses either repurposed or
transferred to Kaiwharawhara for the much
reduced Airport service.

THEN AND NOW AT KILBIRNIE DEPOT

On 1 November 2017, the first full day that the trolleybus network had been closed and
thirty-four months later on 31 August 2020.
Photos: Above: Alan Wickens - Below: Peter Coventry.
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SPOTLIGHT ON THE MEDIA
Where you can catch up with what has been in the news and who has been saying what...

The latest on face coverings, physical distancing, personal
hygiene and contact tracing on Metlink services
From Monday 31 August it will be compulsory for people aged 12 and over to wear face
coverings on public transport in addition to the existing physical distancing, personal
hygiene, and contact tracing measures already in place under Alert Level 2 for the
Wellington region. The Government expects all New Zealanders to wear face coverings on
public transport with exemptions only for school services, children under 12 years old,
and passengers with disability and health concerns. Scott Gallacher, general manager of
Metlink says passengers are already getting to grips with the additional measure. “We’ve seen thousands of people wearing masks on our
buses, ferries and trains. Social media is awash with people wearing the most fantastic masks, scarves and bandanas and Wellingtonians
have kicked off a national trend using the hashtag OnBoardWithMasks to show their support,” says Scott Gallacher. As well as face
coverings, passengers are still expected to take personal responsibility for the existing alert level 2 measures. Passengers must continue to
keep a 1-metre distance on board services and keep a 2-metres distance while waiting for services. “The Government has made it clear
that Metlink’s frontline workers are not expected to risk their own health and safety by enforcing physical distancing. Where our frontline
staff see safe and low risk opportunities for action they will use their own discretion, but ultimately, it is for passengers to make the right
choices, for their own safety and the safety of others.” While physical distancing measures are in place Metlink’s capacity is reduced to 35% of its usual amount of passengers on buses, around 30% on trains and around 50% on ferries. “We’ve got all the buses, ferries and
trains out that we can but we’re asking for patience and understanding at this time. If people have the ability to work from home or travel
outside of peak hours we welcome their help.” Passengers should also continue to practice good personal hygiene by washing and
sanitising their hands before and after travelling, sneezing and coughing into their elbows and avoiding public transport completely if they
are sick. QR codes, already installed on trains and ferries, are being added to buses to boost contact tracing preparations. “It is paramount
to the safety of the community that we all follow the advice of the Government. We are all in this together and the Government is calling
upon all of us to make the most appropriate personal choices during these extraordinary times. “Thank you for your ongoing cooperation
and patience, as we work together to keep our community safe and healthy,” adds Scott Gallacher. Passengers can keep up to date with
the Government’s latest alert level measures on public transport through Metlink s social media, website and app.
Source: Metlink. 28 August 2020. https://www.metlink.org.nz/news/the-latest-on-face-coverings-physical-distancing-personal-hygieneand-contact-tracing-on-metlink-services/
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

'99 per cent' of Wellington public transport commuters mask up
Wellingtonians joined the rest of the country in being generally law-compliant when it came to compulsory mask wearing on public
transport. Some of the reasons offered by capital commuters as to why they were wearing masks on Monday as they travelled on buses,
trains and ferries included “for those who can’t”, to avoid getting Covid- , and “because my mum said to”. All commuters at alert level 2
and above are now required to wear masks, and from Thursday people will also be required to sign in using QR codes when using public
transport. Metlink general manager Scott Gallacher said passengers on Monday’s evening services continued to do the right thing and
wear face coverings. “We’re amazed at the reaction so far. People are taking this latest advice from the Government seriously and it’s
fantastic to see the response on trains, buses, ferries and social media.” Metlink ambassadors would continue to maintain a presence to
help passengers over the course of the week at key stops, wharves and stations. “We knew that some people would not be able to get a
mask in time for [Monday] morning’s journey, so our ambassadors were there to provide masks for some of our customers and offer
assistance. “But the number of people who did not have a face covering [Monday] morning that required our help was very small.”
Gallacher earlier in the day said he reckoned more than 99 per cent of passengers complied with the new rules. A security guard on site at
Wellington Railway Station on Monday evening said he had worked through the day, including through the Monday morning rush, and
experienced no incidents of aggression or non-compliance. “We’re all doing our bit. I’m just on standby,” the man said. Police were
similarly encouraged by the public response to the new rules, saying Monday evening that they were pleased to see people were
“overwhelmingly compliant” wearing face masks or coverings. Police had an increased presence throughout the country at key transport
hubs and distributed thousands of face masks on Monday, Assistant Commissioner Richard Chambers said. “The feedback I have received
from staff has been that interactions with the public today have been positive and that people were aware of the importance of wearing a
face mask.” Anyone caught by police not wearing a mask without a reasonable excuse can be instantly fined $300 or fined up to $1000
imposed through the courts. (Abridged).
Source: Stuff. 31 August 2020. https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/health/coronavirus/122612620/coronavirus-99-per-cent-of-wellingtonpublic-transport-commuters-mask-up
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Bus overcrowding passengers' responsibility, not drivers, Metlink says
Wellington commuters are overwhelmingly wearing masks on public transport, but rules around bus and train capacity are not always
applied. While some buses are operating a strict 40 per cent capacity and refusing to let new passengers on until others depart, photos
sent to Stuff show some buses and trains almost full. Metlink general manager Scott Gallacher said managing bus capacity and maskwearing was the responsibility of passengers, not drivers. “Metlink follows the Government’s advice, which has made it clear that
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Metlink’s frontline workers are not expected to risk their own health and safety by enforcing mask-wearing or physical distancing.
“Ultimately, it is for passengers to make the right choices, for their own safety and the safety of others, or for the police to enforce the
law.” Police had spoken to a number of passengers not wearing masks, assistant commissioner Richard Chambers said, but no fines had
been issued in Wellington or anywhere else on the country. Those who refuse to wear a mask can face a $300 infringement notice or a
fine of up to a $1000 imposed by the courts. All drivers and passengers are required to wear face coverings unless it is unsafe to do so for
health reasons. “We ask that people be aware of these circumstances and continue to be kind,” Gallacher said. He estimated
per cent
of commuters had been wearing masks since the rules were officially brought in on Monday. “We’re amazed at the reaction so far. People
are taking this latest advice from the Government seriously ... Metlink ambassadors will continue to maintain a presence to help
passengers over the course of the week, but we couldn’t have asked for better support from the people of Wellington,” he said. Sam
Rossiter-Stead, who takes the train on the Wairarapa line every day, said people had been “extremely compliant”. ”There really haven’t
been any issues, there has always been a pair of seats available. We’ve just about at capacity by Featherston, but even then people have
still been able to find seats,” he said. “No one has tried to sit in an aisle seat, they know the rules now. There’s no grumbling ... people are
just getting on with it.” (Abridged).
Source: Stuff. 2 September 2020. https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/news/wellington/122640378/bus-overcrowding-passengersresponsibility-not-drivers-metlink-says
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tranzit gets $484,000 grant to convert two double-deckers from diesel to electric
News from Tranzit Group
Tranzit Group has been granted almost $500k from the Low Emission Vehicles Contestable Fund, which is administered by the Energy
Efficiency and Conservation Authority (EECA). The award-winning bus and tourism company, which has been pioneering electric bus
technology since 2014, received $484,708 to convert two double-deck diesel buses to electric. It is likely that the two buses will be running
in Wellington. Tranzit’s Transport and Operations Director Keven Snelgrove says the conversion of the public transport double-deck buses
to electric will be a New Zealand first. Keven also says the announcement is a clear demonstration of the company’s commitment to a
sustainable future and building a modern and reliable electric bus fleet. This fleet currently includes 280 Euro 6 diesel buses, which meet
the highest global emission standards, and 11 electric buses, 10 of which are double deck EVs that have been running successfully in
Wellington since 2018. A further 31 more new double deck EVs will incrementally be added to its Wellington fleet, with the final vehicle to
be delivered by September 2022. “While Tranzit Group operates a fleet of green buses, we also operate in excess of
BCI diesel single
and double deck buses in New Zealand. They are the workhorses of public transport in our major cities of Auckland and Wellington but
this grant from EECA means we can successfully convert two of these double deck diesel buses to electric, which will be a New Zealand
first,” says Keven. “This also highlights the option to explore fully electrifying our fleet of BCI diesel buses bringing even more
environmental benefits to the communities we operate and live in.” Tranzit was one of 24 projects that received funding from EECA’s Low
Emission Vehicles Contestable Fund. In the recent announcement by Energy and Resources Minister Dr Megan Woods, she said
decarbonising the transport sector represents a huge opportunity to reduce the country’s emissions, and enabling people to shift to a
different transport mode plays a part in that. It is not the first time Tranzit has received funding from EECA. In 2017, Tranzit partnered with
Auckland University of Technology (AUT) to do a joint application to Low Emission Vehicles Contestable Fund. This was successful and led
to the development and Kiwi build of New Zealand’s first commercially operated
battery powered electric bus called EV . EV1 is now
part of AUT’s shuttle fleet, replacing its diesel equivalent and servicing the North-City Campus and South-City Campus bus routes. “We’ve
been pioneering electric bus technology in New Zealand for several years now and we continue to look for new ways to innovate,
including repowering our diesel fleet. We know the environmental and social benefits for EVs are well documented but if we take one step
back and look at the big picture here, we want to help improve the quality of life for people, improve the air quality in the cities and
regions we operate in and provide better service for our passengers,” says Keven. Tranzit’s specialist team of EV engineers and mechanics
will begin the conversion in late September. It is expected these buses will operate urban services under Tranzit’s urban company brand
name, Tranzurban.
Source: Wellington Scoop. 2 September 2020. http://wellington.scoop.co.nz/?p=130721
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

'So, so thrilled': Bus drivers celebrate milestone pay deal
Bus drivers are ecstatic over milestone living wage pay deal after years of protests and union fights. Transport Minister Phil Twyford
announced a deal which would see Waka Kotahi NZTA top up pay packages to ensure all urban bus drivers are paid the living wage. Urban
bus drivers will move from around $19.70 per hour to base rate of at least $22.10 per hour, almost $100 more per week before taxes.
Twyford called it “a step forward for drivers who for too long have been underpaid for what is an important and demanding job.” Raeleen
Brunel, a former bus driver and now drivers advocate in the Bay of Plenty, said she was “thrilled”. “I’m very, very happy,” she said. “I’m
really pleased that the Government has recognised the appalling pay conditions...The value of these essential service workers has been
under-recognised for too long.” Her husband John is employed as a bus driver. She said the pay increase would make a major difference to
their lives. “Our quality of life will be so much better,” she said. “We will be able to have the grand kids over more. We’ll be able to take
them to the movies when previously we couldn t afford to. We’ll be able to afford the petrol to go see the grandkids, we’ll be able to
afford to feed them and have them over, which is an extra expense.” First Union organiser Graham McKean said it would make a major
difference in attracting and keeping drivers. Bus companies are in direct competition with the trucking sector, which can often pay $5
more an hour more for similar work. Bus drivers are required to keep their licences and qualifications up to date, have to pass random
alcohol and drug tests, and some have to get a yearly medical test – all for a job which paid only marginally above minimum wage.
“Without these essential workers, we would plummet, crash, and burn as a society,” he said. A change to the tendering for bus contracts
in recent years had seen a race to the bottom in terms of wages, he said. “It’s a totally flawed model that support the companies that pay
less. It means they’re not competing on service level or relationship building, just price. Companies that pay poorly get the contracts and
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good companies have to drop their labour costs.” The new deal with NZTA will see bus companies continue to pay the same wages as
before, with NZTA making up the difference. Richard Wagstaff, of the Council of Trade Unions said it was “a big start”, but wanted to see
more structural changes, so contracts weren't awarded to bus companies which applied downward pressure on wages.
Source: Stuff. 13 September 2020. https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/122752518/so-so-thrilled-bus-drivers-celebrate-milestone-pay-deal
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Social distancing ditched on public transport
Commuters will once again be able to pack aboard public transport thanks to a loosening of
restrictions announced on Monday (14 September). Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern on Monday said
the changes – essentially ditching the need for social distancing on public transport – came into
effect immediately. Masks remained mandatory. The change will be a welcome relief for some
commuters. Metlink in Wellington kept a rigid policy that kept people a metre apart and wearing
masks, in line with government guidelines. That meant it could only carry 30 to 35 per cent of usual
numbers on buses, 30 per cent on trains, and 50 per cent on ferries. Metlink general manager Scott
Gallacher said Monday’s announcement meant capacity could return to normal. “This change
comes on the back of the hard work of Metlink staff and passengers who have shown fantastic
support for face coverings, giving the Government confidence to relax physical distancing on public
transport,” says Scott Gallacher. Passengers should continue to follow level advice which included
logging journeys, practising good personal hygiene, and avoiding public transport completely if they
were sick. “We have to stay vigilant. It is paramount to the safety of the community that we all
follow the advice of the Government. We are all in this together and the Government is calling upon all of us to make the most
appropriate personal choices during these extraordinary times.
Source: Stuff. 14 September 2020. https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/122759273/coronavirus-social-distancing-ditched-on-publictransport
Above right: Getting the message across. Masks are still mandatory on public transport although social distancing rules have been eased.
Tranzurban 3511 at Wellington Railway Station on rail replacement duties on 14 September, the day changes were made to distancing
restrictions. The wearing of masks became optional from 22 September. Photo: Alan Wickens.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Travelling on Metlink services at alert level 1
Following the Government’s alert level announcement Metlink has confirmed that face coverings will not be mandatory on board bus,
ferry and train services from 22 September 2020. General Manager of Metlink Scott Gallacher says while some passengers might continue
to wear face coverings out of personal preference that the focus for all passengers should now be on personal hygiene measures and
tracking journeys. “One of the best defences against the spread of COVID- is personal hygiene, that’s hand washing before and after
travelling, coughing and sneezing into your elbow and staying at home and getting tested as soon as possible if you are sick. The
Government has made it clear these measures will continue to help keep passengers safe,” says Scott Gallacher. Metlink is also
encouraging all passengers to log their travel, using the Government’s COVID-19 tracing app for contact tracing purposes. “The safety of
passengers and our Metlink team is paramount. Metlink is doing all it can to place passenger safety at the forefront of everything we do,
and we continue to carry out enhanced cleaning measures across trains, buses and ferries. Our collective challenge now is to stay at alert
level 1 and using the COVID-19 app, scanning QR codes and keeping track of journeys will help us do that. “I want to thank everyone
travelling on the Metlink network for their patience and commitment to their fellow passengers. Stay safe and be kind,” adds Scott
Gallacher.
Source: Metlink. 21 September 2020. https://www.metlink.org.nz/news/travelling-on-metlink-services-at-alert-level-1/
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Wellington bus drivers claim they were underpaid during lockdown, could strike
Wellington bus drivers are growing increasingly frustrated, after a dispute over pay during Covid-19 alert level 3 and 4 stretches into its
fifth month. One driver, who did not wish to be named, told Stuff they would be willing to strike if the issue was not resolved. “I’m out of
pocket about
at least, if not two grand. There’s probably at least
other drivers at Tranzurban who are in the same boat,” they
said. Tranzurban drivers who could not work or had hours impacted during the lockdown were paid the equivalent of their weekly
rostered hours. However, long overtime shifts are common and many drivers regularly work as many as 60 to 70 hours per week.
Tramways union claims the bus drivers should have been paid based on their average weekly earnings over the last year, not rostered
hours. “Tranzurban have been really, really bad about this,” the driver said. “They’re sitting on this money and it should have been paid to
the drivers. Or have they taken this money and used it to prop up the other parts of their business which have fallen through?” “It’s got to
the point where ... we would love to have a no-fares strike to highlight that we haven’t been paid.” NZTA gave $110 million to public
transport providers to pay for free public transport and to cover wages for all employees during Level 3 and 4. In a memo sent to bus
companies, NZTA told operators they had an obligation to ensure employees were “not financially disadvantaged by Covid- ”. Barbara
Tebbs of NZTA was aware of the dispute, but said NZTA was not involved in employer-employee relationships. “To make up for the decline
in revenue from fares and increased Covid-19 operational costs, Waka Kotahi provided extra payment to councils to ensure they could
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continue to pay the full contract price to their public transport service operators,” she said. Tramways secretary Kevin O’Sullivan said he
was not going to give up. “It’s not something I’m going to leave,” he said. “Those people are owed lots of money ... it’s not right, especially
considering [Tranzurban] got the money, fully funded, to pay people properly.” He said he was aware of one driver who was only paid
$200 a week during lockdown due to being on a part-time contract, even though the driver regularly worked upwards of 60 hours a week.
A similar dispute with another Wellington bus company, NZ Bus, was resolved in June, with drivers being back paid to reflect average
earning. Tramways union has made official complaints to the Minister for Transport Phil Twyford, as well as the Auditor-General’s office.
The Auditor-General’s office said investigating private companies was outside their mandate, but have instructed NZTA and the Greater
Wellington Regional Council to investigate bus operators in order to ensure wage subsidies had been paid out correctly. Metlink general
manager Scott Gallacher said talks were underway with NZTA to “fully understand this issue and ensure that that our amazing essential
workforce is paid in line with Government expectations for alert levels and ”. “The unions have been in regular contact with us, for
which we have been very appreciative. Bus drivers are the backbone of public transport and have been praised for their extraordinary
service to passengers throughout COVID-19. We are continuing to engage with all operators to ensure they are doing the right thing for
their staff.” Tranzurban did not respond to a request for comment.
Source: Stuff. 22 September 2020. https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/news/wellington/122832379/wellington-bus-drivers-claimthey-were-underpaid-during-lockdown-could-strike
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Letter to The Dominion Post 23 September 2020.

A NEW LOOK FOR ANSALDO 125

Above: This is not a London Transport vehicle that you will be familiar with - especially as it’s an ex-Wellington Ansaldo trolleybus! After
the twenty Ansaldos were withdrawn in 1990/91 they were all given a new lease of life when re-engined with a diesel motor. This
particular bus was originally WCT 125. It later become Leopard Coachlines (of Christchurch) 12. It was eventually sold again to become
part of the Mana/Newlands fleet in Wellington and was numbered 118. The bus has now been sold again with it gaining a striking red
livery. The owner is thought to be the proprietor of The Blue Train – a former two-car electric multiple unit that once ran on the
Wellington suburban rail network. The EMU was plinthed and converted into a kitchen and dining car and can now be found operating as a
restaurant, just north of Paraparaumu. Photo: Henry Brittain.
Right: As originally built as a trolleybus, Ansaldo 125 in WCT livery.
Photo: NZ Bus collection.

Below: In its final days of operating with Newlands/Mana, 118 was
photographed in the Paraparaumu station area on 2 August 2018.
Photo: Alan Wickens.
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Your Comments and
Feedback

Rega ding hi ic e on age
of the September 2020 issue. I
think this is Liardet St (New Plymouth) looking east and the big
building in the background is the Electricity Depot Building with the
original depot behind it. The trolleybus has been towed out from it as
de ic ed b he ic e al o abo e i A Reader, N.Z.
Again a
e d e edi ion A al a I am
nned a he
and an i of he con en Thank o
David Donald, N.Z.

ali

Great articles and photos Alan. Thanks so much for what you do.
Coronavirus has really struck the world as a whole. I am so glad that I had the opportunities to visit Australia and New Zealand before the
pandemic. I doubt that life will ever be the same again fo mo of
Jeff Wein.
Af e e en ea of blica ion e e edi ion of UTW i a mile one and i doe n look like
changing in the near future. The subtle blend of old and new trams or trolleybuses keeps us all
occupied on the long journey along this slow road to recovery. One day we hope to travel
beyond our country again but for now our wings are clipped. Even my favourite museum at
Sandtoft is keeping its doors closed until 2021. Tom Douce made it to Salzburg in 2005 and I
visited for the 75th anniversary on 7/8 August 2015 riding on the heritage service 75 operated
by Henschel 123. Pleased to hear of the progress at Ferrymead with the trolleybus overhead
and hope for success in the future. It makes Christchurch a very attractive destination for
transport enthusiasts with the city tramway not far away. It was sad to see the last Wellington
trolleybuses leaving for a new life, at least not for scrapping. Poor 361 working to/from the
airport must be very lonely! I'm sure we all hope that UTW will continue as long as possible; the
1st of each month just would not be the same. Alan, you made a great job of the Melbourne
restaurant tramcars article, thanks. Also, sorry to see the end of Moscow trolleybuses once the
largest fleet in the world. Thankfully many Eastern European operators think differently that
e e nde So ie infl ence man ea ago Phil Waters, U.K. Right: Henschel 123 (Solingen 40) at Makart Platz. Phil Waters.
Again, yet another remarkable UTW. Forty superb pages, and again I ran out of ink with all the pages in excellent colour, and this time I
almost ran out of black. In particular I enjoyed the Dunedin section, and the New Plymouth Gems, the memories of D.L.A. Turner- two,
super colour photos, together with Then and Now in Constable Street, and Then and now at Hataitai Tunnel, again with two super colour
photos. The section on Remaining Kilbirnie Trolleybuses contained excellent but heart-breaking photos, and to think they are gone and
scattered over New Zealand. The media coverage, very interesting as ever, had one particularly sad topic regarding abuse of drivers. I do
hope that has not been a problem to you. I am now prepared for the next, no doubt superb edition, as I popped into Taunton this morning
and bought three packs of black ink, and three packs of colour Hewlett Packard cartridges! Again, keep up the excellent work. Peter
Blears, U.K. [Peter, I am impressed with your dedication to saving the magazine in colour – HP will be proud of you too! – Ed]
Alan hank you. The piece about the Melbourne restaurant trams hit chord with me. My wife and I took friends as our guests for dinner on
these trams. The ride was very smooth and not a drop of wine o a e a
il The meal a fan a ic Ed Halstead.
A always, congratulations on another excellent issue of UTW - seven years of producing a magazine of such a high standard is a
achievement in itself. The highlights for me were-P3; Overhea(r)d - The new life for 349, as well as the good news re 83, 90, 101 and 268.
P4; More Memories of Dunedin. P5/6; Dining Under the Wires - On a Tram; the impressive longevity of 442. I visited Basle in 1993 and Oslo
in 1994, and if I remember correctly, restaurant trams ran in both cities. I remember seeing a party tram in the latter carrying a group of
school children. I saw the Christchurch restaurant tram in 2017. I have also seen pictures of a curry tram in Zurich as well as a beer tram in
Helsinki. P7; More Tram Memories from D.L.A. Turner. P8-10; A Focus on 359 Looking Back at its Life, Year by Year. P11; The article
regarding Napier's art deco buses; two words spring to mind, and they are simply oh dear! P14; The letter from Scott Gallacher and the
reply from Nick Peetz. I visited Manchester on 31 August and most of the passengers on trains, buses and trams were wearing masks. P17;
The positive news from Romania and Italy. The latter was certainly no surprise, given the fact that Italy has been operating trolleybuses
consecutively over a longer period of time than any other country in the world. P18; Moscow closure. That city now has the "honour" of
having operated trolleybuses longest of those systems that have now closed - 87 years, 9 months and 10 days. P20; The impressive sunrise.
P24; Yet More Gems from the Aotea Quay Route. P28; A Tasmanian Conundrum. I first saw the top picture on page 33 of the book
Trolleybuses Of Tasmania ritten by Ian G. Cooper. It was published by the Australian Electric Traction Association in 1979. In 1980, the
then National Trolleybus Association notified its members that they hoped to obtain copies of the book. At that time books about overseas
trolleybus systems were quite rare. I duly replied that I would like a copy. Later on I was informed that a consignment of the books had
been lost at sea, if I remember correctly. That was that, or so I thought. In 1983 I was pleasantly informed that the book had become
available, this being the first book about Australian trolleybuses I had purchased. P29/30; More New Plymouth Gems. P33-38; Final Days
for the Remaining Kilbirnie Stragglers - the following emoji sums up how I feel about such sights
. I would like to correct a mistake I
made in Readers Segment - trolleybus operation began in Milan on 28 October 1933, not the 29th - apologies. Finally, I would like to inform
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readers about two trolleybus DVDs I acquired recently from PMP; www.pmpfims.com . They are The Later Days of UK Trolleys Part 1 (No
4350), featuring Bournemouth, Reading, Derby and Bradford. Part 2 (No 4351) features Wolverhampton, Walsall, Cardiff and Nottingham.
Each one costs £13.00, postage free (U.K.). I highly recommend both. Tom Douce, U.K.
Perhaps I can add some information to flesh out the captions on the New Plymouth photos printed in the latest (September 2020) Under
the Wires. I was at school and living on the trolleybus route when they started. The following are my comments to each photo, number in
order.
1. The bus on its return from Westown is turning from Powderham Street into Liardet Street towards its city
terminal. The vacant corner section with railings, behind the railings is the site of Whiteley Memorial Methodist
Church. The original wooden building was burnt down on 18 February 1959. Although I was not there I remember the
day well because it had been my church throughout my childhood and was the day I entered Trinity Methodist College
in Auckland to train as a minister. The new church was opened in October 1963 so the photo was taken some time
between those dates.
2. The bus is returning to the depot, not along Devon Street but my memory suggests it is travelling
up Liardet Street with the overhead wires exiting the depot on the left of the photo. The bus would
continue up Liardet Street to enter the council yard behind buildings on the street front. The buildings were mostly used
by the Electricity Department. This photo is closer to my time living in New Plymouth (1938 1955) when the depot was
in Liardet Street from the trolleybus opening in 1950.
3. I cannot place the location of this photo (not reproduced again here). The trees on one side of the road and shops on
the other do not suggest anything I can remember.
4. Looking up Liardet Street towards Pukekura Park. The City Council Electricity Department is the
large two-storied building on the right. The ain ed line a o nd he No Pa king ign and he bus suggest it may
ha e been c ea ed a a em o a b
o ho gh I can imagine h a i a no on he no mal olle b
o e
for passenger service. Back in early tram times (before my memory) there used to be a tram line branch up Liardet
Street, from Devon Street to Pukekura Park. It was installed to cater for passenger traffic to the Park sports ground
(cricket) and presumably was removed for lack of use.
5. This is the former tram depot and workshop site, where the trolleybuses were built and
subsequently returned for major servicing and repairs. While the Fitzory-Port tram line still existed
(till 1954) the trolleybuses could travel to and from the workshop using a skate trailing in one tram rail from the return
pole.
6. This bus is parked in the trolleybus yard in Liardet Street. Immediately beyond the council yards
was a large villa that was the Methodist Parsonage where the minister of Whiteley Church
lived. While the house was situated on a slight rise I believe the shed visible in the photo could have
been he mini e ga age
On another subject, you may remember that I was enquiring about the whereabouts of the trolleybus models I had
made for Wellington City Transport some years ago. That has now come to a satisfactory conclusion.
The model of the new Cable Car that I built for presenting to Kevin Crompton when he retired as General Manager of
WCT has been on display at the Cable Car Museum for some time. I had it for repairs over last Christmas and so have
been in contact with Museum Wellington staff. They were interested in finding the trolleybus models, tracked them
down and now have them at Wellington Museum. They are not on display as yet, but I am hoping to see them when I am in Wellington.
Ian Robertson, N.Z. [I have visited the trolleybus models Ian built – they are fabulous – and there will be a feature on them next month – Ed]
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

DINING UNDER THE WIRES
Last month the restaurant trams in Melbourne were featured. Currently not operating, this was however a
dining experience not to be missed. Nearer to home, a similar experience was available in Christchurch but is
presently not operating as restoration work between April and October is currently underway and nearing
completion. The company looks forward to welcoming guests back on board their newly-refurbished tram from
1 November 2020. The $119 menu package includes a welcome drink, starter, entree, main, dessert and tea or
coffee. The experience lasts
approximately 2½ hours. Tram
411 was built in Melbourne in
1927 and ran until 1982. The tram
was then refurbished and shipped
to Christchurch in 1999 and
began
operating
as
the
Christchurch Tramway Restaurant
in 2000. The Hague and Turin are
two other locations where tram
dining is still possible.
Left: 411 passing Cathedral
Square in December 2002. The Cathedral was badly
damaged during a magnitude 6.3 earthquake on 22 February
2011. It is still awaiting repair.
Above: The Restaurant Tram entering Cathedral Junction
from the tram barn. Both photos: Alan Wickens.
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HERE AND THERE – OLD AND NEW

Left: Understood to be once part of the aborted Wrightspeed
experiment when there were plans to install motors in the
trolleybuses and other buses in the fleet, these two brand
new Bus and Coach International (BCIs) were purchased. It
was planned they would have Wrightspeed engines installed
but the process never took place. The buses were taken back
to Kilbirnie depot from the Wrightspeed premises in
Newlands over eighteen months ago. Apart from being moved
about the depot nothing further has taken place. This photo
was taken on February
and since then they haven’t
moved. What will become of them is unknown. Trolleybus 362
was fitted with a Wrightspeed engine, trialled and evaluated
but the project was not successful and later abandoned. 362
was part of the trolleybus fleet sold by NZ Bus to Coastal Bus
and Coach, minus the Wrightspeed equipment and
components.

Below: Known by some as The Black Beast, 361, runs through the Railway Station terminus at 11.30am on 2 September 2020 on its way
back to Kaiwharawhara depot after completing its morning Airport Flyer duties that day.

Left: Former Airport Flyer Scania 2507 received the “silver
treatment” early in September 2020 and is pictured inside
Kilbirnie depot having had its vinyl wrap attached. The former
Flyers can now be seen working out of Eastbourne depot and
are regularly on trips from there to Courtenay Place. At least
one other has been seen working the University route 22.
Photo: Anaru Mitchell.

Right: The Railway Station terminus, about sixty years ago. Fiducia tram
257 is about to depart on a route 11 working to Newtown Park Zoo,
whilst a trio of B.U.T.s appear to be on the move along Lambton Quay
to their destinations. Photo: Graham Stewart.
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Left: Face coverings became mandatory on
public transport from 31 August. It is doubtful
if anyone would not know the requirements
considering the publicity and coverage it
received. However, Metlink has gone one step
further by adding a mask vinyl to the near
sides of a number of Tranzurban doubledeckers together with the Twitter hashtag
#OnBoardWithMasks. This design (on the near
side only) has been seen on 3500, 3504, 3505,
3511, 3517, 3518 and 3524 (there may be
others). The latter is pictured at the company’s
Grenada depot on 6 September 2020. Note:
Apart from Auckland, wearing a face covering on
public transport was longer became mandatory from
22 September.

Right: From 4 September QR codes in
relation to Covid-19 tracing appeared on
all buses. These codes, which can be
used in conjunction with a smart phone loaded
with an appropriate app, help users track their movements. This
photograph shows the eight codes spread through Tranzurban BCI 3423.

Left: In 1978 the Wellington Tramway Museum was invited
to participate in an event organised by the Wellington City
Council to commemorate the 100 years of public transport
provided by the Wellington City Transport arm of the WCC.
The first tram services started in 1878 with the first steam
trams (and followed with the horse trams), so it was
deemed fitting that WTM could provide Fiducia 260 to
appear in Mercer Street adjacent to Civic Square to help
with the 'celebrations'. The Museum members constructed
a raised ramp at the end of the back-shunt at Queen Elizabeth Park, and after placing rails on the low-loader and connecting them up, 260
was driven very carefully onto the road transporter, and then taken into the City on 25 August. Back roads wherever possible were taken,
through Tawa and Glenside so as to not impede the normal traffic. Also on display but out of sight from this photo was one of the original
Wellington horse-drawn trams also known as a cable-car trailer. The event was sponsored by the City Council, and at the time, and along
with a small display of memorabilia in the ANZ Bank in Lambton Quay, WTM derived some good publicity. At the end, it was pleasing to
see that 260 returned to QEP, none the worse for the journey. As 401 was the 'class-leader' of the then
new Leyland Leopards, it was also fitting for it to appear alongside the 'last tram to be built in
Wellington', as an accompanying exhibit. Of note, this was the first time that a tram has been seen in
Wellington since their final withdrawal in 1964. Photo: Michael Boyton collection. (Thanks to Henry Brittain and
Michael Jarka for the background information.)

Right: An interesting sign at Mairangi for buses terminating on Route 22 at Norwich Street. Drivers
please note: Please stop your engine (and) Do Not Die. Closer examination shows that some wag has
scraped off a letter and ‘amended’ another. It should of course read All Drivers Please Stop your Engine
Do Not Idle as the stop is close to nearby houses.
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Far left: The sign above the
entrance to Kilbirnie depot
workshop looks to be very
specific – NO DOUBLE
DECKER ACCESS. However...
judging by the fallen
brickwork and masonry the
instruction was overlooked!
Left: Looking somewhat
sorry for itself, ADL500
5086 stands just outside the
workshop on 16 September
2020, its upper front area
stoved in and front left
window missing.

Left: The view from the upper deck of 5086
out of the forward window is now
somewhat obscured! The good news is
that the collision occurred with nobody
aboard other than the driver.
Photo: Peter Coventry.

Right: This angle shows more of the
building damage. Photo: Peter Coventry.

Right: The following day (17 September) a container had been put in
place across the workshop entrance to block any further access.
Since then the window frame and damaged beam have been
removed. Photo: Peter Coventry.

Left: TBOP (Trolleybus
Overhead Protection) panel
420 which once stood a
little south of the Railway
Station
terminus
in
Lambton Quay has a new
home in Western Australia.
It is seen on 16 September
2020 at the Wellington
Tramway Museum being
readied for its journey to
Whiteman Park tram museum in Perth.
Photo: Henry Brittain.

Right: On 31 August 2015, TBOP420 shortly after
completion of the painting of the exterior of the
cabinet. Photo: Alan Wickens.
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WHAT NEXT FOR CROSSLEY 7?

Looking somewhat forlorn, shorn of its poles and
chocked to stop it rolling away, Crossley 7
contemplates whatever future it faces. Withdrawn
in 1971, it gave twenty-one years service under the
wires. Now it awaits its fate at Kilbirnie depot.
Alongside 7 is B.U.T. 66. This bus was saved by
Wayne Little and is presently still at Foxton. 66 can
be seen again on page 30. Photos: Graeme Bennett.
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ONE LAST TOW FOR CROSSLEY 7?

Four more views of Crossley 7, this time on tow around Kilbirnie’s open-air bus park. 7 was withdrawn in 1971. Its condition gives the
impression that the trolleybus has run its last. In the second picture B.U.T. 106 and Crossley 3 look on in the background. Coutts Street (in the
background) and Onepu Road (left) are viewed in the third picture. What will be
next adventure? Photos: Graeme Bennett.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

AND NOW...

A CROSSLEY 7 MYSTERY
Trolleybus on the rocks! Another
photograph from the Graeme
Bennett collection, but with a twist!
Just what is Crossley 7 (showing
Kilbirnie and 3 on its destination
rolls) doing perched on the end of
this row of rocks jutting out into
Wellington Harbour?
Answer on page 32
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No mystery as to where Graeme
Bennett took this photograph –
Miramar terminus in Darlington
Road. In this posed image, Graeme
has recorded B.U.T. 58, awaiting
departure for the Railway Station, in
the company of Northern Motor Bus
(Whangarei) half cab 27, which was
once part of the late Ian Little’s
vehicle collection. It looks like the
two bus drivers are enjoying a bit of
a tête-à-tête.

Right: A delightful study of New
Plymouth 2, but where exactly is it?
Arataki is not a suburb of New
Plymouth, the poles are not on the
overhead and there are curtains at the
bus windows. Other clues include the
Fire Station in the background and the
toilet block on the left. #2 was one of
two of the four New Plymouth buses
that were not saved. The answer:
(courtesy of Henry Brittain). The photo
was taken at the Miramar shops. Apart
from the Fire Station which has moved
to the west side of the airport, it shows
the toilet block and waiting shelter in
the middle of the street. The wooden
part of the shelter dates back to the
Miramar Borough when they had the
tramway licence from the WCC. The
bus is outside the Capitol Court
shopping centre (since restored as the
Roxy Cinema). The area where the bus
is standing is now a car park. Arataki
was owned by Ian Little who acquired it
after the NP trolley system closed. He
put in a diesel motor but to all intents
its appearance remained that of a
trolleybus. Photo: Graeme Bennett.
Right: A wider shot of the location
above showing the turning circle at the
Miramar shops. A service bus passes on
its way to the terminus in Darlington
Road. #2 is showing Westown on its
destination roll on this occasion. The
former Capitol Theatre (its initial
function prior to closing in 1964) was
restored as the Roxy Cinema and
reopened in 2011.
Photo: Graeme Bennett.

(However, the photo above and those either side were not taken on
the same day notice the livery differences).

Left: NP 2, this time at the Miramar terminus together with 1948
Leyland Tiger 42, formerly a member of the Wellington Tramways
fleet. These buses were once part of Ian Little’s collection. Sadly NP
2 and 4 were later scrapped – hard to believe when you look at the
condition of #2 in this photo. Photo: Graeme Bennett.
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361 – THEN AND NOW AT THE
RAILWAY STATION

Just one “trolleybus” remains operational in
Wellington - 361 - converted from its
conventional form to battery-powered operation
in the early part of 2018. There were no doubt
plans to expand the idea to other examples of
the trolleybus fleet but with the rest of the fleet
now sold they came to nought. With the entire
fleet of Designline trolleybuses now disposed of,
361 remains the only example that can still be
seen gliding around our city’s streets. This bus
will be the featured Designline in December.
Right: On a bright winter’s day on
June
, 361 is approaching
the Railway Station terminus at the end of its run from Seatoun.

Left: At 11.30am on 3 September 2020 the vastly different bus
pulls into the terminus after completing the last morning
departure (11.00) from Wellington Airport. 361 then returned to
Kaiwharwhara depot to await its afternoon shift when there are
just six services to/from the Airport. This bus is also the only
example now operational that has the all-over wrap. 361 has
been in service in this guise for over 27 months. By all accounts
it has been an extremely successful conversion. What a shame
the programme wasn’t extended.
Below: From a different angle, 361 entering the terminus on 18
September 2013 after completing a trip from Newtown Park.
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MORE TRAMS IN MT COOK
In response to D.L.A. Turner’s tram photos
in Hopper Street pictured in the
September 2020 issue, these photos from
the same area have surfaced.
Left: Double Saloon 173 runs down Hopper
Street towards the city centre with a final
destination of Thorndon. Just look at that “old
banger” it is passing. What collector’s items
these vehicles would make. Photo: Alan Bellamy.

Right: Running down Wallace Street is Double Saloon
198. Today, this street is one of the main thoroughfares
between Newtown and the city centre and is frequently
choked with vehicles; not so when this delightful
photograph was taken. Photo: Graeme Bennett.

Left: 216 heads towards the camera along Wallace Street towards
the city working a Route 11. Behind the tram is a passing loop at
the top of the rise in the road. Photo: Graeme Bennett.

Right: Double Saloon 120 passes the camera as it works towards the
city and eventually the Railway Station on a miserably wet day. The
advert on the roofline for Tip Top ice cream would probably not
attract much attention. Photo: Graeme Bennett.

Left: Finally and probably taken on the same wet day we see
221 in Wallace Street en route to Newtown. A Standard
Vanguard slips through on the inside and passes the tram.
Life was so much quieter and simpler in those days. Photo:
Graeme Bennett.
Thanks to Henry Brittain for scanning the negatives.

ANOTHER LOOK AT DUNEDIN

Above: B.U.T. 20, bearing a Beefeater Gin advertisement, is turning from Lower Stuart Street into Castle Street and heading towards the
Railway Station.

Above: 20 at the Railway terminus. Apparently it is quite rare to see the Railway destination in a photo. 56 is heading to Maori Hill. The
line from the Railway Station was initially installed to transport workers to and from the suburban trains and the textile mills in Kaikorai
Valley. Note the interesting advertisements on the side of the trolleybus for televisions, radios, radiograms and records. Many of us will
remember the HMV brand.
Below: 58 in Andersons Bay Road opposite McBride Street depot. Note the caution sign warning other motorists of turning trolleybuses.
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Above: 58 heading east along Andersons Bay Road to Shiel Hill. This bus was part of the second tranche of trolleybuses for Dunedin. It had
a B.U.T. chassis, built by Leyland Motors with bodywork by Dunedin City Transport. Morris cars were very popular at the time of this
photograph but are almost unheard of today.
Below: 2 at McBride Street depot. This was one of the early trolleybuses introduced into service in 1950 and lasting until withdrawal in
1968. It was one of fifty-five of the first batch of buses built by Leyland Motors with B.U.T. chassis and NZ Motor Bodies bodywork.

These photographs are from G aeme Benne
collection. Thanks to Allan Steel for identifying the locations and
Henry Brittain for scanning the negatives.
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DESIGNLINES AT THE RAILWAY STATION TERMINUS
Jamie Barrow once drove Designline trolleybuses with Go Wellington. He shares a few images
he took at the city s terminus during 2015/6.

Left: 331, the very first of the main
fleet of fifty-seven Designline
trolleybuses, that appeared late in
2007. It was wrapped all over in a
paua shell design and remained
this way all of its working life. It
was withdrawn part way through
2017. Sister bus, 332 was similarly
treated but with a fern-leaf design.
Both buses were eventually sold to
the same purchaser.

Right: There were visible differences
between 331/2 and the rest of the
fleet. One of the more obvious things
was the changes made to the covers on
the roof. Compare 335 and the others
to 331.
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Below: This photograph was taken on 5 September 2016 on the occasion of Jamie’s last day of driving with Go Wellington. The
trolleybuses have all disappeared from Wellington’s streets as have the 600 series M.A.N diesels, one of which is seen alongside 347.
Nowadays, Route 2 stretches between Karori Park and Seatoun. 624 was sold in June 2018 to Kiwi Coach Charters, Mangere, Auckland.
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THE DAVID JONES COLLECTION
This month UTW is pleased to begin an
on-going series of images from the
camera of David Jones. We begin with
some images of the early B.U.T.s.
Thanks to Allan Steel for scanning the photos.

Left: 12, the second trolleybus in the first fleet of B.U.T.s
to arrive in Wellington, was new into service in 1951.
There were 38 buses in this batch with many surviving
until 1983. Here the trolleybus is pictured leaving the
eastern portal of Hataitai tunnel and pulling into the bus
stop where David is standing.

Right: This delightful cameo looks to have been taken on a
summer’s day judging by the clothes the alighting passengers
are wearing. The well filled bus is working a 2 to Miramar and
will head off down Waitoa Road towards Hataitai. 12 survived
until 1982.

Left: Climbing up the hillside and on to the top of the
tunnel portal, David has captured this view of 17 on a 2
to the Railway Station awaiting the traffic signal to
proceed. Apart from the removal of the overhead, some
pruning of the trees and many more parked cars little
has changed at this location. 17 went into service in
1954 and was withdrawn in 1982.

Right: Back on terra firma and this sequence
of Hataitai tunnel images closes with this
going away view of 24 on driver training
duty. One can imagine how nervous a new
driver might be feeling if this was his first
experience of travelling through this narrow
tunnel. In those days there weren’t reflective
cats eyes (as there are today) to assist with
keeping in a straight line. It was all very well
in the days of trams – the rails made it easy
to stay on the straight and narrow.
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Left and below: Two images of “silver ghost” B.U.T. 39 at John
Street. The photo is not dated so this is likely to be an
enthusiast’s “special”. 39 was withdrawn from service in 1983.

39 was returned to its silver livery on preservation by the Omnibus
Society.

Left: 30, 19 and 14 line up in the sunshine
in the Kilbirnie open air bus park. 14 was
one the early casualties, being withdrawn
in 1974 with 19 in 1978. 30 survived until
the last year of operation for this first
batch of B.U.T.s, operating until 1983.
These trolleybuses with lantern style
windscreens generally had a useful and
productive life with some putting in over
thirty years of service.

Right: First generation B.U.T. 35 and third generation 85 stand side
by side near Seatoun terminus. The different design of the two
batches of buses can clearly be seen in this photograph. Just over
ten years separated the introduction of these buses; 35 in 1953 and
85 in 1964.

Left: Memories of the Wadestown route,
closed in 1987. In this view at the turning
circle in Wadestown Road we find 35 again
and waiting for custom which could just be
arriving! This turning area remains in 2020
although the toilet block has been
demolished and replaced with something
more up to date.
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Left: Departure time has arrived for 35
on this Route 15 service to Oriental
Bay. Whether the child got on board is
unknown but there appears to be only
one passenger at the start of this trip.
The driver has opened the front door
to get a better view of approaching
traffic along Wadestown Road. This
photo gives a good view of the turning
circle. Drivers of today’s modern buses
are unable to move their bus if a door
is open.

Right: Wellington Harbour forms the backdrop of this
photograph of 35 at another turning circle, this time
at Hungerford Road at Lyall Bay. Queens Drive
continues on into the distance. Needless to say, little
has changed over the years at this location other
than the overhead being removed. 35 remained in
service until 1983.

Left: 36 stands tall on the outside hoist at Kilbirnie
depot. Its life spanned twenty-nine years being
withdrawn in 1982. A large chunk of Kilbirnie depot
land became surplus to requirements, particularly the
outside yard, and this was eventually sold. Rita Angus
Retirement Village now stands where trolleybuses
were once a familiar sight.

Right: Also seen at Kilbirnie, parked at the rear of the yard by
the Ross Street entrance is B.U.T. 39. As mentioned above, this
trolleybus became part of the Omnibus Society’s fleet upon its
withdrawal.
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Left: 41 making a brief stop in Oriental Parade while
working a Route 15 service to Hataitai. Just ahead is
the turning circle for short workings. 41 will be
turning right into Carlton Gore Road climbing the hill
to reach the suburb of Roseneath. This particular
location has been covered in the September 2020
issue – across the road from the bus are the gardens
referred to previously.

Right: Red B.U.T.s as far as the eye can see at
Wakefield Street depot with 44 leading the pack
and all with white bumpers. Reader, Ian
Robertson recalls that bumpers on buses changed
from black to white to aid visibility sometime
between 1969 and 1973. Can any reader narrow
that timeframe down? A supermarket and its car
park now occupy the land where these buses
once stood.

Left: Another Route 15 service to Hataitai, via
Roseneath. This time the duty is being performed
by 45 pictured in Hunter Street and just entering
the intersection with Customhouse Quay.

Right: 46 waits for departure time at Mornington
terminus before returning to the city on its next
Route 7 duty. The route was extended about a
kilometre in 1987 to reach Kingston.

To be continued...
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TROLLEY TRUCK ODDITY
D.L.A. Turner uncovers an oddity a trolley truck that operated in the Crimea.

The scene above of a trolley “truck” was taken in Simferopol by Brian Whebell on

August

.

Dave picks up the story: Many years ago now, while I was up in the North Island over a Christmas holiday period, I organised a visit to the
then president of the New Zealand Railway and Locomotive Society (NZRLS), one Bob Meyer in Johnsonville, to collect from him a slide of
his taken of a very clean English Electric unit at Raroa to use in our NZRLS desk calendar. Brian Whebell was a West Coast New Zealand
Railways fireman and an NZRLS member living in Greymouth. I was acquainted with him from sharing some footplate rides with him,
ho og a hic o in he field and I al o enjo ed a co le of lide e ening a hi home Follo ing B ian dea h hi lide collection was
donated to the NZRLS, and it had just arrived in Johnsonville a couple of days before I visited Bob. I took the opportunity that night to
choo e ome of B ian lide ha I la e
ed o e he ea in o de k calenda I also came across a box of tram slides that I borrowed
for a slide evening for tram buffs. Among those slides was the attached trolleybus image that intrigued. [It has deteriorated over the fifty
or so years since it was taken, but I have now scanned and digitised it, restoring it close to what it once was as far as I can recall. I thought
that UTW readers might find it of interest.] It was taken on the famous Simferopol trolleybus system in the Crimea. The seaside resort of
Yalta has been a desirable vacation destination on the peninsula for decades. Once only accessible to the Russian aristocracy and literary
celebrities such as Tolstoy and Chekhov, in 1920 Lenin decided that the tired proletarians deserved seaside holidays too, and made a
decree On he U e of C imea fo he Medical T ea men of he Wo king Peo le Tho e o king folk ha ened o o k fo he mo a t)
over 50 miles away in the city of Simferopol. Looking over the different transportation options, the rock in the area was deemed too soft to
support a railway, and buses would be unpleasant and produce too much pollution. It was therefore decided to build an electric trolleybus
route, a 54-mile long route, the longest trolleybus route in the world. Built in 1959, the Crimean trolleybus line weaves through the
mountains, rolling past beautiful vineyards and romantic villas. Ocean views and varied landscapes fill the two to three hour ride, but if
cene i n o hing he olle a e al o e i ed i h R ian TV The trolleybus system is said to have transported six billion people
since its construction.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Crossley 7 mystery on page 20 revealed: The withdrawn trolleybus was being used by the Council as a work office
while they were building a breakwater as part of reclamation work in Evans Bay (in the general area where the wind wand
now stands in Cobham Drive). This was after the bus had been used as a temporary pay office in the Kilbirnie workshops.
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A LOOK BACK AT THE 2004 TROLLEYBUS FESTIVAL
Two notable Trolleybus Festivals were held in Wellington, in March 1999 and then again in June 2004. Having missed out on the
earlier gathering of trolleybuses Wellingtonian Grant Fletcher decided he would not do the same a second time. He recalls the
selection of buses on display was somewhat smaller than the earlier event but that was down to serviceability issues that
prevented some vehicles coming to the festival. There was also the disappointment of B.U.T. 39 suffering damage to its circuitry
just hours before the festival began. However, the event was a great success and enjoyed by trolleybus aficionados and the public
alike. The following are a selection of Grant’s photographic memories of the last festival of its type to be held in Wellington.

Left: The oldest trolleybus to attend the
Festival was Christchurch 210 which travelled
to Wellington from its home at the Tramway
Historical Society’s premises at Ferrymead
Heritage Museum. English Electric 210 was
new in 1931 and ran until withdrawal in 1956.
Following 210 in Courtenay Place is W.C.T.
B.U.T. 66 from the Ian Little Foxton collection.

Right: Grant recalls taking a ride on former
Dunedin City Transport 43 and considered it
was a much quieter bus to ride in than the
Volvos then operating in Wellington. 43 was
one of the first batch of fifty-five B.U.T. buses
that ran in Dunedin. Another of Foxton’s
exhibits, it was also photographed in
Courtenay Place although this time travelling
in an easterly direction.

Left: Seeing a bright red bus on
Wellington’s streets was certainly a
head-turner for people. B.U.T. 66 has
pulled into the stop at the eastern end of
Courtenay Place. As well has offering
rides to trolleybus enthusiasts, the
general public were also welcome to
enjoy a ride. 66 was new into service in
1958 and was part of the second batch
of thirty-three B.U.T. trolleybuses. It was
withdrawn in 1985. Sadly, its appearance
has somewhat deteriorated over the
years.
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Right: Next to arrive at the same stop is B.U.T.
119, the highest numbered B.U.T. to run in
Wellington. It was part of the last batch of
nineteen Leyland Motors built B.U.T.s to run in
the Capital. Introduced in 1964, 119 ran until
withdrawal in 1986. Note the lantern style
windscreens that were again part of the design
of these buses; the first and last batches
including this particular feature.

Left: Remaining at the Courtenay Place bus
stop, Grant was able to just turn his camera
around to record this pleasing side view of
Christchurch
return. What a superb
restoration of this old timer.

Above: To maximise their exposure, the trolleybuses in the Festival ran numerous shuttle services between the Railway Station and the
end of Courtenay Place. A rather empty terminus, then only open for just over a year, is the setting for this view of 119 and 210.
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Left: Still turning heads,
119 runs past the
Kircaldie and Stains (now
David Jones) department
store in Lambton Quay.

Photos: Grant Fletcher

Right: Another participant in the Festival was
former Auckland Regional Authority B.U.T. 85 with
Saunders-Roe bodywork. This M.O.T.A.T. preserved
bus was photographed at Karori depot’s yard on
June 2004. 85 ran from 1956 to 1977.
Photo: Alan Wickens.

Left: Unfortunately, B.U.T. 39, one of the hoped-for
participants in the Festival had a mishap with its
electrics during preparation at Kilbirnie depot on 11
June 2004 causing a small electrical fire. Although
quickly extinguished the incident put an immediate
stop to any further participation. Here the trolleybus
is towed back inside the depot. Photo: Alan Wickens.

Right: Enthusiasts gather at the city terminus on 12 June 2004 to witness a rather
unique event possibly knowing this could be the last “hurrah” for the preserved
trolleybuses gathered in the Capital – it was. Photo: Alan Wickens.
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MARKING WALSALL’S TROLLEYBUS CLOSURE 50 YEARS AGO
Phil Waters reports:
On Sunday 3 October 1970, West Midlands Passenger
Executive, who inherited the trolleybuses from Walsall
Corporation Transport the year earlier, operated a special
service from Walsall to Bloxwich to mark the closure. The
opening on 22 July 1931, finally gave the town six routes and a
maximum of 60 vehicles with a joint service to Wolverhampton.
The General Manager, Ronald Edgley Cox, in later years gave the
undertaking expansion and innovation on pioneering 30 foot
long trolleybuses with two axles (Sunbeam F4A) and also
experiments in ‘Pay As You Enter’ and even a hybrid (exBournemouth 300). The motorbus fleet was a similar story; the
second-hand acquisitions were all notable. Unfortunately, West
Midlands PTE was not interested in trolleybuses and replaced the
routes with early 1950s Birmingham City Transport buses. Not
forgetting 25 November 1963 when Wellington BUT 82 ran under
the wires of Walsall before delivery.
Left: Walsall Corporation Sunbeam F4 342 preserved at Sandtoft
in July 1977. The decorations were to mark Queen Elizabeth II’s
Silver Jubilee.

Right: And then there were two; Sunbeam F4A 872 and F4 342 under
the wires at Sandtoft on 26 July 1981.

Left: Former Walsall Corporation Sunbeam F4A 862 in action at the Black
Country Museum on 17 June 2006.

All photos: Phil Waters

Right: Little and Large. On 29 May 2017, former W.C.T. B.U.T. 82
poses alongside 872 at Sandtoft Trolleybus Museum.
route
number may be somewhat off the mark but who’s worrying when
such a wonderful restoration has been made and the trolleybus is
running again – albeit on the other side of the world and back
where it first ran!
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ANOTHER TASMANIAN MEMORY

From Paul Nicholson’s

trip to Tasmania.

Text: Roger Greenwood
Hobart B.U.T trolleybus 215 is in Campbell Street, Hobart, returning from New Town. Its destination shows ‘West Hobart’ because at that
time the New Town and West Hobart lines were through-routed. The low stone wall behind the parked cars is all that remains of a much
higher wall surrounding what had been the Convict Penitentiary since 1815, then the Hobart Gaol since 1857. Most of it was demolished in
, prior to the word ‘Heritage’ emerging from obscurity. Thankfully, the building with the crucifix escaped the wrecker’s ball. This was
the Convict Penitentiary Chapel, and more by good luck than good management, it escaped demolition. Capable of accommodating 1500
convicts, the penitentiary’s three wings were built with sloping floors after the style of a modern auditorium, the floors being supported by
a series of arched vaults that formed solitary confinement cells. So, prayers and punishment could be held under the same roof. Also on
site was a more severe form of punishment… the execution yard. Some of the solitary cells and the gallows remain, functional but now out
of use.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Left: Wellington trolleybuses never passed anything quite as
ghoulish as their counterparts in Hobart. However, they did pass a
number of churches of various denominations with one notable
building being St John’s in Willis Street. The street was originally a
two-way route for traffic but with a one way system introduced
some years ago outbound buses were routed south via Victoria
Street to eventually link up with Willis Street and inbound buses
travelled north on Willis Street. Parts of Willis Street remained
two-way as seen in this photograph of Designline 373 taken on 13
February 2017 on a Route 7 to the Railway Station. 373 continued
in service until the last day of operation later that year. Incidentally,
one Wellington bus route (24) still passes the now closed (in 2012)
Mt Crawford Prison perched high on the Miramar Peninsula.
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ON WASHINGTON AVENUE – 10 YEARS APART

Washington Avenue in Brooklyn is notable for its very tight corners. Coupled with parked cars it was a challenging
stretch of road for trolleybus drivers. On 25 February 2004, Volvo 268, the highest numbered bus in the class descends
the hill with a 7 to the Railway Station. Meanwhile, ten years later, 332, the unique Designline covered in a fern leaf
pattern tackles the same corner with a similar service on 4 November 2014. The gnarled looking poles in the top
photograph had been replaced by the time 332 arrived at the tight bend. Both buses survive; 268 is part of the Omnibus
Socie
collec ion hil 332 (and sister 331) were purchased as accommodation projects by the same buyer.
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KILBIRNIE WORKSHOPS – THEN AND JUST RECENTLY...

Over the years not many visual changes occurred inside the depot workshops. The tram and former traverser rails
remained embedded in the concrete and the puddles were an ongoing feature! However, different vehicles came and
went; following the trams there were the Crossleys, B.U.T.s, Ansaldos, Volvos and finally Designlines. The top photo
was taken by Graeme Bennett, probably in the 1960s, whilst the bottom photo (Alan Wickens) was taken on 21 August
2020 featuring 350, 337, 376 and other remaining stragglers. Within days they were all gone.
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THE ORIGINAL LYALL BAY TERMINUS

Left: The original (1911) Lyall Bay tram
terminus was found at the bottom of
Onepu Road, the extension to Queens
Drive (seen here) opening in 1914. This
was prior to the trolleybus wires being
extended further along Queens Drive
beside the harbour’s edge. On 25 January
1948, Double Saloon 224 is pictured at the
terminus. In the background is Lyall Bay.
The tram rails can be seen curving around
from Lyall Parade. Departing from this
location, the tram would turn right into
Rua Street and then at its end turn left,
rejoining Lyall Parade – a one-way loop.
Photo: Alan Bellamy.

Right: The same location but now in the days of the
trolleybus and on this occasion an unusual one at that! A
trolleybus to St Kilda? Dunedin City Transport 1 was
purchased and brought to Wellington by Ian Little. Ian must
have had a great working arrangement with WCT to do
what he did. Alongside and posing for the photograph is
WCT 260, a 1953 Leyland Royal Tiger. The overhead from
Lyall Parade can still be seen curving into Queens Parade
although the extension to Lyall Bay was then open. Despite
trolleybus operation, the tram tracks were still in place. The
fascinating story of
trip from Wellington to Queen
Elizabeth Park and the Wellington Tramway Museum will
be told in a future issue. Photo: Graeme Bennett.

Left: The same shop, now a trendy cafe,
connects all three photographs and was still
trading on 10 September 2014 when 361
approached the nearby bus stop on a duty to
Karori Park. This bus is the only operational
survivor of the Designline fleet, currently
working as a battery powered vehicle on
Airport Flyer duties.

Photos: Alan Wickens

Right: This view, looking towards the seafront, shows the
arrangements up until the end of trolleybuses. Outbound
trolleybuses to Lyall Bay travelled via Rua Street, crossing
Queens Drive, while inbound went via Queens Drive turning into
Rua Street. This was the location of special work 666. When
both the Queens Drive and Hungerford Road termini were in
use, as they were pre-1991, the former was called Lyall Bay and
the latter Hungerford Road – it became Lyall Bay after all service
were extended there.

Queens Drive
Rua Street

Rua Street
Bus stop
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Left: Here is the eventual
terminus at Lyall Bay sited at
the junction of Queens Drive
and Hungerford Road. Prior
to the photograph on the
previous
page,
Ian’s
trolleybus (Dunedin 1) visited
the terminus and here it is
behind WCT 333, a 1957 AEC
Reliance, waiting to depart
with a 3 to the Railway
Station. Note the period bus
shelter, which in recent
times has been swept away
and replaced with one of the
utilitarian glass structures
that are now widespread
across the city.

Right: Having departed Lyall Bay terminus,
DCT 1 has stopped in Queens Drive just past
Sutherland Road. With its poles still attached
to the overhead, a following B.U.T. 58 has a
problem getting past, though the driver of
the Ford is having none of it and passing the
pair of them! #1 was unique in having a
square-cornered
windscreen.
Both
destinations are interesting too...

Left: Confused? This is
Dunedin
1
displaying
Mornington,
a
Dunedin
suburb, though of course
Wellington once had a
terminus with the same name
on its Route 7. The bus is
following the tram tracks and
turning from Queens Drive
into Rua Street.
Photos: Graeme Bennett.
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TRAMS IN JOHN STREET

D.L.A. Turner recalls tram movements in
John Street, Newtown
in April 1964.

At busy times extra services were run on the central part of the Thorndon to Newtown Park Zoo route (Route 11)
between Wellington’s Railway Station and Wallace Street, terminating in John Street just short of Adelaide Road. At peak
periods on weekdays (7am to 9am and 4pm to 6pm) all of the Thorndon and Newtown Park Zoo trams were diverted from
Upper Cuba Street into Vivian Street. This route (Route 4) ran along Vivian Street to Kent Terrace, and then around the
Basin Reserve to Adelaide Road before meeting up with Route 11 again at the junction with John Street. Although this
relieved potential hold-ups and congestion on the single-tracked sections of Route 11 in Hopper and Wallace Streets,
Vivian Street itself had three single-tracked sections as well, and the narrowness of that street meant that the singletracked sections had “wrong-side” running that created a degree of chaos and confusion for motorists going the other way.

Above: After using the John Street crossover to change direction, Fiducia 235 sets out up the hill towards Wallace Street. Meanwhile, tram
243 has just arrived from the Railway Station, and while waiting for its turn to use the crossover, the conductress has changed the
destination blinds from “Wallace Street” to “Railway Station”. In the background, a red-liveried trolley bus from Seatoun travels
along Adelaide Road towards the Basin Reserve and Courtenay Place. A large Countdown supermarket now occupies the area to the right
of 235.
Below: Followed by tram 237 from the John Street crossover, Thorndon-bound Fiducia 247 from Newtown Park Zoo climbs John Street and
is about to continue into Wallace Street. The Winter Show Building tram shelter can be seen in the background behind tram 247. These
photographs were taken just a month before tram services ended.

43

The same area some fifty years later. Photos: Alan Wickens.

John Street

Hutchison Road

Wallace Street

Above: The Hutchison Road/John Street/Wallace Street area in April 2015. In the background are the Hanson Court flats built in 1965. On
the right is the former Winter Show Buildings, now home of Toi Whakaari: New Zealand Drama School and New Zealand School of Dance.
Trolleybuses could turn at this location if required and head back towards the eastern suburbs and Kilbirnie depot. After trolleybuses
ended a small bus interchange area at Hutchison Road was built and opened in the middle of 2018.

Left: 359 climbs from John Street into Hutchison Road with a
Route 11 service from Seatoun to the Railway Station on 22
May 2017. The Hanson Court flats dominate the background.
Inbound trams never travelled along this small section of
Hutchison Road – this was only the domain of the trolleybuses
that followed.

Right: This photograph of 367 beginning the climb up Wallace Street
towards the city on 4 November 2014 acts as a comparison to David
Turner’s image at the bottom of the previous page. The garden behind
the green car still remains where tram 247 is passing fifty years earlier.

Right: Another service on the 11 but a little further
down John Street with Adelaide Road in the
background acts as a comparison to the image at the
top of page 42. This photograph of a respectable
looking 350 was taken on 26 September 2013. The
original shops in Adelaide Road, seen in David Turner’s
photographs are still extant. Sadly, the rails and
overhead are now just part of Newtown’s history.
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An ideal Christmas gift or perhaps
a treat for yourself.

Tram Fact: The No.3 route between Kilbirnie and Newtown via Crawford Road
(seen in the cover photograph) and Constable Street was closed in 1961.
Trolleybus Fact: The very last piece of trolleybus overhead in Wellington (other than
that inside Kilbirnie depot) was removed from Crawford Road on 30 July 2018.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

AND FINALLY...

Right: Crossley 7 has occupied our interest a number of times this
month; sitting abandoned in the yard, being towed by the depot
tractor and sitting on a breakwater of all places. Yet another view of it
has been discovered, prior to it undertaking its seaside antics. Here it
is just visible inside the trolleybus entrance where it is believed to be
being used as an office. However, outside in the sunshine is another
conundrum; the bus chassis is a mystery as WCT never had rear engine
buses - they did not come along until the Stagecoach era. It is thought
it may have been a demonstration model being shown off to the
company.
Photos: Graeme Bennett. Additional information: Henry Brittain.

Another thought is that the chassis could well be the
AEC Swift that became Christchurch Transport Board
456. This bus carried a (unique design) NZMB body
possibly built at Petone? In one of the images you can
see that it appears to have a “
” type gear control
selector. The photographs are believed to date from the
early 1970s. No doubt our bus sleuths will be able to
throw up some more information.
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TAILPIECE

233 is pictured in Glenmore Street passing the Botanic Garden on 13 February 2004. It ran until the last day of
Volvo operation, 16 November 2009. Following retirement, 233 was acquired by the Omnibus Society and
remains part of their collection, although like their other exhibits is currently non-operational.

