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It’s now over forty years since the Auckland Regional
Authority decided to open a new trolleybus system
across the city from Herne Bay to Parnell using
Ansaldo equipment. However, not long afterwards the
decision was reversed but unfortunately for Auckland
the contract had been let. In the end the twenty
trolleybuses were sold at an advantageous price to
Wellington. They were assembled at the N.Z. Motor
Bodies plant at Palmerston North. This month on page
24 we gain a peek at some of the buses under
construction thanks to photographs taken in 1982 by
Ian Robertson.

Thanks to this month’s contributors; Michael Jarka, Mike Mellor, Graeme Bennett, Anaru Mitchell, David Donald,
Bryan Blanchard, Ian Robertson, Henry Brittain, Douglas Wilson, Gunter Mackinger
and all those who provided feedback.
Thanks also to Mike Mellor for checking the text.
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Last month on page 22 there was a “Where am I?” poser, featuring B.U.T. 22. A different view
of the same location also appeared on page 21 which I was careful not to disclose in the
caption. All can now be revealed – the photographs were taken at what was known as
Miramar Junction. Buses turned off Hobart Street near its southern end into a short road
called Wayside West. This connected to Broadway where trolleybuses turned right joining the
inbound wires from Seatoun and then returned to the city – this was strictly a one-way loop.
The photograph on page 21 showed the wires emerging from Wayside West and rejoining the
inbound route. Congratulations to Tony Weston in Australia for correctly spotting the
location. He recalls the loop still being there in 1972; however, does anyone have a date or
year when these wires were removed? Local Mike Mellor believes the wires were still there in
the late 1980s when he moved to the suburb.
And a small correction to the caption on page 21 in connection with the “London Transport” bus parked at The Blue Train site at
Paraparaumu. Chris Evans, owner of the train/restaurant tells me that former Ansaldo 125 is not his but belongs to a friend who uses it as
a house bus. It certainly adds extra interest to the location and as I said to Chris the site is now starting to become a heritage transport
hub.
Last month in Overhea(r)d two Graham Stewart photos were featured of
this location, albeit from a different angle. Here is another (undated) view
showing a Double Saloon tram having just turned out of Coutts Street into
Onepu Road. To the right of the photograph is Kilbirnie depot yard with
trolleybus wires curving out into the street. The yard was eventually sold to
Ryman Healthcare who built the Rita Angus Retirement Village on the site.
Also see page 5. Photo: Graeme Bennett.
2021 began much as
it has done recently
for
the
Foxton
Trolleybus Museum;
sadly, with an air of
neglect. The Museum
and The Omnibus
Society announced a merging of their trolleybus interests late in 2020 so it is hoped
this year may see a beginning of renewal. Douglas Wilson passed through the
Foxton town on 29 December 2020 and took this photograph from the entrance. He
was met with the sight of Volvo 268 and B.U.T. 90 looking rather down at heel with
smashed windscreens.
Some of Metlink’s fares increased at the start of the
February, although those paying cash on buses will
hardly notice any difference. For those using a Snapper
card the 1.5% increase only puts, for example, 8c on a single peak trip from the city to Island Bay or 7c if used
off-peak. Many regular travellers prefer using their Snapper card as this typical journey will continue to reduce
their fare by $1.29 in the peak or $2.59 less in off peak times. Off peak hours are between 9 and 3 and after
6.30pm and all day on weekends or public holidays. Most bus drivers will barely notice any change in their day
to day transactions. Train fare adjustments have not been included here. For more information go to:
https://www.metlink.org.nz/getting-started/tickets-and-fares/bus/
While large parts of the northern hemisphere shiver during the winter months it is time for those of us “down
under” to enjoy a few months of warmer weather. The pandemic continues to ravage many countries but
(touch wood) here in New Zealand will continue to live life very much as normal as we have now for many
months. For most of us that means no social distancing, masks or any disruption to our daily lives. Public
transport continues to run well filled, shops trade as normal and there are no queues – I hope I can report the
same situation next month.
Thanks as always to those who have contributed to this
month’s issue. It just leaves me to wish you an enjoyable
month’s read with its usual mix of buses featured –
trolleybuses hogging the spotlight mind you – and 3516 enjoying the summer sunshine
and Southern Rata in Lambton Quay on 13 January 2021.

Alan

Front Cover: 363 was one of the Designlines that survived until the end. On 9 October 2015 it was busy at work on Route 3 between Karori Park and
Lyall Bay. Here it is beginning the climb up Bowen Street on its way to Karori having just turned left out of Lambton Quay. The large advertisement
on its side is promoting the Lego Dimensions movie. 363 was one of the last trolleybuses to be removed from Kilbirnie depot in August 2020 and is
currently stored at the NCS depot in Taita. The bus is our featured Designline in this month’s issue.
Please Note: Under the Wires contains facts, views, opinions, statements and other content and links to external websites. Reasonable efforts are made to include accurate and current information but the Editor
makes no warranties or representations as to the accuracy, value or safety of the published items. No liability or responsibility can be taken for errors or omissions.
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A FOCUS ON 363 - LOOKING BACK AT ITS LIFE, YEAR BY YEAR
The on-going series about the Designline fleet - this month we remember 363.

Left: We begin our journey on 12 May 2009 with 363 being
prepared at Kilbirnie depot for its first duty.

Above right: Almost a year later, on 15 April 2010, 363 nips along
Moxham Avenue, Hataitai with an inbound Route 2 from Miramar to
the Railway Station.
Left: It could only be January when the Southern Rata blooms. The
trees in the grounds of the Old Government Buildings, adjacent to the
Railway Station terminus, can usually be relied on to give a fiery
display at this time of year. On 19 January 2011, 363 has just a few
metres left to run before arriving at its destination following a run on
Route 9 from Aro Street. The Cenotaph, covered in blue material, was
being cleaned and refurbished at the time. See photos at the same
location on page 27.

Above: It can’t be a power outage as the Designlines had traction batteries but on 7
November 2011 something (unrecorded) has brought inbound buses to a standstill.
Seven Designlines, headed by 363 and most with poles down, wait in Willis Street
for the obstruction that must lie ahead to clear. The display on the first two
trolleybuses reads Want a Career that Moves You? showing that there always seems
to be a shortage of bus drivers.
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Above: Compare this photograph, taken on 28 November 2012, to the one above. The appearance of 363 is now marred by missing
branding (probably caused by windows being replaced) and the addition of a panel of advertising. However, what is interesting is the
Route 1 bus off route in Taranaki Street heading north towards the city centre. This street was at the time the preserve of trolleybus
routes 10 and 11. Perhaps some form of diversion was in place (again unrecorded).
Left: Departure from Aro Street terminus on 30 October 2013. The
nearside of the bus was still in relatively good shape compared to its
offside where the Go Wellington branding had not been replaced.
Below: On 16 September 2014, four days before the General Election,
363 was recorded climbing Crawford Road on an inbound Route 11
from Seatoun to the Railway Station. At least the large ad covered the
missing branding.

Left: I won’t mention the missing branding again as it
remained unreplaced for the remainder of 363’s
working life. On 29 May 2015, 363 was photographed
in Onepu Road having just passed Coutts Street on a
Route 3 service to Lyall Bay. On its left is the Rita Angus
Retirement Village once the site of Kilbirnie depot yard.
Just beyond is the depot itself with special work
associated with trolleybuses departing the depot seen
above the roof of Cockburn Street chapel to the right.
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Right: On 13 June 2016, 363 is in Mansfield Street, Newtown about
to enter Riddiford Street while working a Route 10 from Newtown
Park back to the Railway Station. Just out of sight to the right of the
bus (on its left) was once the site of the Newtown tram barns. These
were swept away long ago and replaced with housing and the
Newtown Fire Station. Only the metal railings of the manager's
house remain towards the end of the street. The last working
photograph I took of 363 was on 30 October that year and all
further images of it were it inside Kilbirnie depot, out of service.

Left: 2017 (and beyond to August 2020) was
spent at various places inside the depot. On 21
June 2017, 363’s career was clearly over. The
cost of major repairs no doubt being a
consideration so when failures occurred the
buses were simply withdrawn. 331, seen
alongside, was also withdrawn at this time.

Right: The rest of the fleet joined 363 and other withdrawn trolleybuses after the final
runs on 31 October 2017. Quite why the rear panels were open on 13 January 2020
remains a mystery. The bus was finally removed from the depot in late August.

Left: 363 was towed from Kilbirnie depot
to Malcolm Little’s NCS bus yard at Taita
in August 2020 where it currently
remains. This view was taken on 8
October 2020.
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AUCKLAND RECOLLECTIONS – MICHAEL JARKA
“I grew up in Manurewa, Auckland and remember the trolleybuses for the fact that they and their wires seemed to be
‘everywhere’ in the inner city to my young mind. I first became acquainted with them when I started at college in Central
Auckland in 1971. I did not have a camera so much of the system was not photographically recorded by me. When I finally
did get a camera only the Dominion Road services (operated by the few remaining B.U.T. 5-59 and 60-99 series vehicles);
the Farmers Free Bus, Queen Street shuttle service and Herne Bay route remained. All the latter three services were
operated by the Park Royal bodied series B.U.T. 100-133 vehicles. These were all painted in yellow except for 125 and 128
which were withdrawn in the old green and cream colours. I have managed to get many photographs of the system and
vehicles from other generous people over the intervening years and will share a selection over time. My first pictures are
from the Queen Street red stripe shuttle service era.”

Above: 100 is seen at the Karangahape road terminus in 1978. It has arrived via Greys Avenue and will return down Queen Street. This
loop was two-way at the time but later altered to operate up via Queen Street and down via Greys Avenue. Auckland had three series of
B.U.T. trolleybuses and 100 was the first of the last batch of thirty-four buses. They were built by Leyland Motors with bodywork by Park
Royal Vehicles and started service between 1957 and 1959. Most lasted until the system closed on 26 September 1980.

Below: 101 and another classmate in Lower Queen Street near Shortland Street in early 1980. 101 is on its way to the Karangahape Road
terminus seen above. The route was a shuttle service from the Auckland Railway Station, along the city’s “golden mile” – Queen Street to Karangahape Road, another retail area though less salubrious, a distance of just under 3km. The Auckland waterfront lies just beyond
the building in the far background.
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Above: 105 pictured travelling south along Queen Street just north of Victoria Street. Note the Barnes Dance going on in the background
and the two jay-walkers! There was no danger of getting run over in this shot taken in early 1980, the last year of operation.

Left: In the dying weeks of trolleybus operation, 108 is leaving the
Railway Station for Karangahape Road in mid-1980. Long distance
coaches also used the station as a terminus as witnessed by one
ready to depart for Taupo, 272km south of Auckland.

Right: 109 seen outside the Auckland Town Hall on 25
September 1980. The overhead switch was where the
Onehunga trolleybuses once split from the Queen
Street services but had not been used for diverging
since 1973!

Left: 110 at the same location on the same evening. It
dewired at the switch seen in the photo above but the
driver is putting matters to right.

Next month: The Farmers Free Bus
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Your Comments and
Feedback
Regarding the photo of former Ansaldo 125 in last month’s issue. There is a
certain irony, in a bus with Italian electronics, a Hess body, built by
Coachwork International in Palmerston North, and after a comparatively
short time as a trolleybus, was converted to being a Volvo diesel bus with
Swedish origins. And then the audacity to label it LONDON TRANSPORT! However, it appears to have been well ‘worked on’ and looks
great. [Agreed – Ed] Your publication of each month’s UTW must be a world record, regularly on the 1st of the month without fail. This
month there was the usual high standard of content. David Donald, N.Z.
Just what I wanted to read over this long weekend, as I’ve run out of good reading material. Thanks for everything you have presented us
over the course of 2020; I have thoroughly enjoyed looking over the past and some of into the future. Andrew Cresswell, N.Z.
Further to the photo of Newcastle trolleybus 468 undergoing a tilt test, I have provided some additional information The trolleybus was a
Sunbeam F4 with a 56-seat Metro-Cammell body. Although the location is not stated, it would in all probability have been at the MCW
works in Birmingham. Most large U.K. bodybuilders, and a few operators, had some form of tilt test equipment ranging from sophisticated
powered tilting platforms (as for example at London Transport’s Aldenham Bus Overhaul Works) to simple rigs involving a chain or two
slung over a suitable beam. Smaller bodybuilders would usually use someone else’s facility. The requirement was for one bus (usually the
first) of any batch to be tilt tested and to pass the test before any of them could be certified. The test for double-deckers was actually more
strenuous than might have been thought, since the lower deck was to be left empty (apart from seats, etc), while every upper deck seat
was to be loaded with weights, usually a sandbag, to represent a passenger. This was obviously a worst case situation. The tilt table had to
be tilted to 28 degrees and the bus had to be stable at that angle. Given the suspension characteristics, the body might well be at say 32
degrees or more, having rolled on its springs. More often than not a second tilt angle display would be mounted on the front of the vehicle
itself to demonstrate the difference. This tilting requirement still exists and is also a requirement in Hong Kong. Single-deckers, including
trolleybuses, were (and still are) similarly tilt tested and have to achieve 35 degrees with a full seated passenger complement (i.e. sandbags
on every seat), no easy task for high floor coaches. As noted above, only one bus of each batch or type needed to be tilt tested, but if there
were significant changes (e.g. more or less seats or a highbridge body instead of a lowbridge body), then the licensing authorities might
require another tilt test. Occasionally a vehicle would fail the test and then it became interesting. In my time at Leyland Bus I remember
one batch of double-deckers, bodied by a bodybuilder who by then very rarely built double-deckers, which failed. Their production line
came to a stop while a solution was found which I think involved removing steel panels and replacing them with aluminium on all buses in
the batch. An expensive exercise. Other solutions might include removing an upper deck seat or two. In the photo of 468 [page 25 January
2021 issue] it looks as though the tilt table is at 25 degrees according to the
tilt angle indicator. The nearside front wheel is just on the table but the
vehicle body has rolled to the left. Note that the vertical structure alongside
the body is not at a right angles to the tilt table, probably actually around
100 degrees, as the vehicle under test was not expected to contact it, so it
gives the illusion of the vehicle tilting more than it is. Just to show how stable
a double-decker can be, I have attached a photograph of London Transport
Routemaster RML2278 (right) on the tilt table at Aldenham Works which I
took in 1979. In this case the bus did not have any sandbags and so is
unladen, but you will note that the table is at 40 degrees, way past the
required 28 degrees. The bus was still stable, the nearside wheels were still
on the tilt table and an inspector shook the cab in an attempt to unbalance it
but it would not move. Compared with the trolleybus photo, you will note
that there is much less
body roll, so the bus body
was probably at around
42 degrees. This was
partly due to the bus
being unladen, but also
due to the Routemaster’s
suspension,
involving
independent
front
suspension and widely
spaced rear springs just
inside the body sides,
which gave a much wider rolling base than conventional leaf springs inside the line of
the wheels. Note also the date chalked on the tilt table. This was often done to provide a
photographic record of compliance. I have also attached a photograph of a Manchester
Corporation Leyland Royal Tiger with a Northern Counties body to illustrate the 35
degree tilt for single-deckers. Also I found this British Pathe film of a tilt test at
Aldenham on an RTL bus - worth watching. It also demonstrates the use of two tilt dials which I mentioned.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=42f3Cn6XlSk Basil Hancock, Australia.
I have just had a quick look and can state that the photo of B.U.T. 30 you featured as it left Wadestown [page 32 January 2020 issue] was
taken by me on 12 October 1981. My error in that I must have supplied the incorrect date. I have just had another look at the film list for
that image and Mike Mellor is correct. Michael Jarka, N.Z. [Not much slips by Mike  - Ed]
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Yes, the pōhutukawa blossom certainly cheers the winter-weary long month of January and all the associated problems left over from last
year. Thankfully, we will emerge from these dark times and continue where we finished off but a lot wiser. I have tried to analyze the
popularity of Under the Wires, what it means to all the readers, contributors and to your good self. It is continuity of the subject, back to
grass roots; it is about Wellington and its trolleybuses. Added to that the history goes back over the fleet through the years and the trams
they replaced plus the coverage of the modern day scene to compare and highlighting future projects. Then there are items of other closed
trolleybus systems in New Zealand with preservation news of museums and vehicles. Around this comesthe overseas items from us to bring
trolleybus news or mark closures from past. At the end of the day it's Wellington trolleybus heritage that links it together. Having only
visited twice, it is the photographs of locations with vehicles that make the familiarity and continues the story for me. When I first came
across Wellington 82 at Sandtoft I knew the vehicle so well but never seen it before. I have only seen a fraction of the past fleet but they
always look familiar. That is what UTW has done for me, a further education on the subject forever. Hope that makes sense, it is praise
from a different angle but praise to all involved. A happier New Year to everyone. Phil Waters, U.K.
I don't know how you keep doing it, but please keep it up. I've been working back in Wellington since October and my goodness, to me the
scene is so dull and boring that I barely point my camera at anything now like I used to. I get that change must happen, but I really miss the
variety of colours we used to see on the streets (but still see because of all these silly buses stuck at 23% download of a new bus) but also in
the trains. Ed Law, N.Z.
Just reading issue 86 - that Solaris Trollino 24 looks like what Brisbane Metro electric would be if they had poles! Good issue to start off the
New Year. Who will need to write a detailed history of the trolleybuses? UTW seem to be covering it all with just a joining paragraph
needed covering the building of the system. Garry Ford, Australia.
Your recent (January) UTW brought back memories
of that ever-so scenic Route 15 climb around Point
Jerningham to Roseneath. Another sterling effort by
the way, well done indeed. It is amazing how much
was recorded by the few. And of course how much
has changed! The photo (right) was taken in 1976 or
thereabouts I think. In the background, an
interisland ferry is arriving from Picton. Not sure,
but I think it is Aranui. The Volvo was 205. [Mike
Mellor thinks the ferry is Aratika, as modified in 1976
with the large openings visible towards the stern. Aranui's
stern didn't have that feature - Ed] D.L.A. Turner, N.Z.

Very many thanks for yet another quite unbelievably
superb edition of UTW. Yet again the photographic
coverage is quite superb throughout. Where do I
start? The David Jones Collection Part 4 is amazing
in both colour and black and white and I look
forward to Part 5 on The Ansaldos. The piece on 362
from start to finish is excellent with not only your
photos but with those of Roger Blakeley, Ben Foden
and David James. Apart from the missing panel the
bus looks in superb condition in Kilbirnie depot
shortly before its final withdrawal. Then and now in
Adelaide Road has two brilliant photos, and I
wonder just how potential passengers of the
double-decker manage to read the destination box!
Ansaldo 125 Then and Now; nice photo by David
Jones and at least it still survives albeit as a "London
Transport" bus, but not sure about the blue hard
standing. Also an interesting piece on BUT 14 again
featuring David Jones’ camera and I must say I
prefer the red livery to the silver. Very interesting
piece on the Chomutov-Jirkov Interurban System by
Gunter Mackinger and it just goes to show what can
be achieved with foresight. Yet more excellent black
and white photos from Michael McKeon followed by
Memories of the Wadestown/Hataitai route, again
with excellent colour coverage by Michael Jarka and
supported by the NZ Bus Collection. Michael then
follows up with more on BUT 11. Finally four super
black and white photos by Graeme Bennett taken in
New Plymouth, with thanks to Ian Robertson for the
captions. Before ending, I must just say that the
Special Edition of "Trolleybus Current" is well worth
buying. It is excellent value and the photographic
coverage is again superb. Well, what can I say, each
issue of UTW gets better and better. I don't know
how you continue to do it. Many thanks not only to
you but to those who supply material and quality photos. Peter Blears, U.K.
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Congratulations on another excellent issue of UTW. The highlights for me were as follow: P3 - Overhea(r)d - regarding the double-deckers,
in my home town of Derby (U.K.), at one time almost all of the buses were double-deckers with single-deckers a rarity, particularly in the
days when the operator was Derby Corporation (the present service provider is Arriva). Today, the opposite applies; as far as I know there
are only two routes that are operated by double-deckers. Between 1932 and 1967, Derby purchased 165 trolleybuses and only six of these
were single-deckers, of which two didn’t enter service (ex-Hasting Tramways Guys). The other local operator, Trent Barton now uses only
single-deckers. P4/5/6 - The David Jones Collection - all of the photos. P7/8/9/10/11 - A Focus on 362, particularly the bottom photo on the
last page. P12 - World News - The impressive specification of the Solaris trolleybus on trial in Bratislava. P13/14 - Electric Traction In
Courtenay Place Through The Years. P26 - Surplus Trolleybus Gear Finds New Home In Perth – an interesting Article. P29 - Chomotov-Jirkov
Interurban System. I visited the system during May 2010. Whilst there, I witnessed an aspect of trolleybus operation rarely seen in the
country (Czechia/Czech Republic), a dewirement, which I guessed was due to a driver error. At a facing switch, the trolleybus went straight
ahead, whilst the booms followed the right turn wiring. P31 - Michael McKeon Memories. P32/33/34/35/36 - Memories of the
Wadestown/Hataitai Route. P37 - More on B.U.T. 11. P38/39 - More New Plymouth Memories. Tom Douce, U.K.
More on those tower wagons... Ian Robertson sent two photographs
of tower wagons he photographed at work in Courtenay Place on 9
February 1984. This was on the occasion of the Kummler and Matter
overhead being erected.
Left: Three tower wagons from three different operators – left is a
WCT example, centre is a former Dunedin vehicle and right an exAuckland truck, all grouped near the intersection of Courtenay Place
with Taranaki Street.

Right: The ex-DCT tower wagon has moved around the corner into Taranaki
Street with staff at work on the former Auckland wagon on the other side of
the intersection.
More on the trolleybus tilt test photo seen in the January issue. Although these
photographs are of motor buses they will no doubt be of interest – Ed.

A couple more photos of buses and coaches being tilt
tested. The first (left) shows the first pre-production
Leyland National, 00001 being tilt tested at Charles H Roe
in Leeds in early 1972. Incidentally, it demonstrates
something which I forgot to mention in my original
message. Buses had to be tested both to the left and to
the right and to pass both tests. As the tilt table was
unidirectional it was necessary to turn the vehicle around
for the second test. I now own the chassis plate and rear
registration number plate (see below) of this historic bus the only bits of it to survive. The second picture (right)
illustrates Leyland Royal Tiger Doyen prototype B50-04
being tilt tested at Charles H Roe, where it was built, in
1982.Basil Hancock, Australia.

Further to your notes on B.U.T. 14 in the January UTW, here is a photo of 14 that I
took in the Karori yard on 30 March 1975. Alongside is Crossley 3 and Leyland Royal
Tiger 256. All three had been withdrawn from service and were stored at the far end
of the yard at Karori depot until such time as they were disposed of. Karori yard was
often used to store withdrawn buses as there was ample room. From memory 14
had a serious electrical fault and it was considered uneconomical to fix. Henry Brittain,
N.Z.
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Where we catch up with what’s been in the news and
who has been saying what...

SPOTLIGHT ON THE MEDIA
First day back at work: Wellington commuters run late on 'pretty chaotic' morning
Wellington commuters weren’t optimistic about their rides home from work after many were left stranded on Tuesday morning following
unforeseen demand for train replacement bus services. Some workers were left running late on their first day back from the holidays after
not enough buses were arranged to get everyone into the city while maintenance was carried out on the commuter lines. Hold-ups were
experienced mainly at Petone and Porirua stations. Sue Leslie said she’d be driving to work from Lower Hutt on Wednesday after the
messy morning in which she and her fellow passengers were crammed into train carriages to take them to Petone, and many missed out
on spaces on the replacement buses into the city because there was not enough space. The number of waiting commuters at Petone grew
as more train services delivered passengers into the fray, she said. Work on the lines will continue until January 10, with services on the
Hutt Valley Line between Wellington and Petone, the Melling Line between Wellington and Melling, the Kāpiti Line between Wellington
and Porirua, and the Johnsonville Line affected. Transdev communications manager Alexander Earl said “more [demand] than initially
expected” was experienced this morning with some commuters being left behind due to a lack of spaces on buses. On Tuesday afternoon,
scores of commuters queued at the bus terminal on the Waterloo Quay side of Wellington Railway Station while buses lined up to take
them home. Kyle Edmonds said he wasn’t late coming in from Porirua in the morning, but was not looking forward to the ride home as
replacement buses often didn’t run to the same schedule as the trains. Nilufa Nisha said she anticipated her ride to Silverstream, Upper
Hutt, would take a lot longer than the train usually would. Earl said standby buses were called in to clear people as quickly as possible in
the morning. More buses would be added to the train replacement services for the remainder of the week to minimise crowds and wait
times, along with additional train carriages. Darryl Ward, who commutes into the city by train from Paraparaumu, said there was standingroom only from Paekākāriki and by the time the full train arrived at Porirua, there were “massive crowds” waiting for only three
replacement buses into the city. At a guess, I’d say there were hundreds of people waiting. “It was pretty chaotic ... we waited about 30
minutes for a bus,” he said.
Source: Stuff. 5 January 2020. https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/news/wellington/123869525/first-day-back-at-work-wellingtoncommuters-run-late-on-pretty-chaotic-morning
[I can vouch for this story being engaged on driving some train replacement bus services from both Porirua and Petone stations where
trains terminated. The return to work for many workers after the Christmas/New Year period was underestimated. Transdev, the train
operator provided only two-car units on Tuesday morning plus there were insufficient buses to move the large numbers of passengers
who disgorged from the trains. However, improvements were made the following day with four-car units and more buses, though it was
still standing room only on many of the peak-hour bus replacements. Full train services resumed on 11 January.]
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Commuters cram into Wellington Railway Station waiting for rail replacement buses
Hundreds of capital commuters were crammed into Wellington Railway Station as they waited for rail replacement services today.
Footage out of the station on Wednesday evening during rush hour showed long queues snaking through the station's halls, as buses
replacing all services between Wellington and other major rail centres across the region. The affected services are on Hutt Valley,
Johnsonville, Melling, Kāpiti and Wairarapa lines. Services from Wellington to Porirua, Petone and Johnsonville will be affected until
January 10, while services from Wellington to Melling will be affected until January 8. One
commuter at the station said there were hundreds of people queuing about 5.30pm; however a
Metlink spokesman said this could be explained by the fact several carriages of people in trains
were now being transferred to buses. The commuter said the queues appeared to be moving
quickly. The Metlink spokesman said while the queues looked worse on Wednesday, they were
actually better for the commuters. On Wednesday, Metlink trialled a different queuing system for
the station, to cater to the greater number of buses being let on to the platform.* While the
queues appeared longer now, people were actually being loaded onto buses more quickly than
before, he said.
Source: Stuff. 6 January 2021. https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/123885672/commuterscram-into-wellington-railway-station-waiting-for-rail-replacement-buses
[*Buses were not “let on to the platform” as such, they used the area adjacent to Platform 9 at
Wellington Station which is now official called Platform 10.]
Right: Tranzurban BCI 3440 at Porirua Station at 5.40am on 7 January 2021. It awaits the first train of the day from Waikanae. Not
surprisingly, due to the time of day it was the quietest rail replacement bus of the morning. Is that a UFO flying over Porirua? Photo: Alan
Wickens.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Why aren't people scanning in on public transport?
Around 30,000 people a day pass through the grand stone columns of Wellington Railway Station. Wave after wave of hurried civil
servants and city workers bustle through to the platform, eager to get home on a sunny Friday afternoon. On the walls beside them, the
little white and yellow Covid-19 QR codes sit mostly forgotten. The number of daily scans on the
Covid-19 tracer app is down to a fifth of its peak; with barely half a million scans across the country
each day. Public transport is one area where drop-offs have been most significant. One staff member
based in the station estimated just 1 in 25 people that come through here scan the codes at this
point. In September, when the Covid-19 app was at its peak, Metlink had so many people scanning in
that its lost property boxes hit an all-time low; passengers could retrace their steps down to the
exact coach and carriage by checking the app. Aladiina Durian is one of the few who is still diligent
about scanning. “I still scan every time I see one.” She wishes more people would get in the habit of
using the app. She knows some people who never learnt how it works. “They either don't know how
it works, or they don't have it on their phone. Some older people don’t have the technology. Cell
phones can be very complicated,” she said. But while technological illiteracy may be a factor, many
people are simply becoming complacent. Emily Simpson is one of thousands of people who would
admit they’ve been scanning a bit less frequently lately. “I’m bad at is as well. When it was level 2,
everyone was focused on it. As soon as it relaxed again, it’s not part of the normal routine any more.
“It’s still super important. The only way to keep safe is by everyone scanning,” she said. The major
drop-off in scanning has been a frustration point for Roger Blakeley, who oversees the Greater Wellington Regional Council’s transport
portfolio. “It’s been very frustrating and disappointing. It’s something about the Kiwi psyche; we’ve been a bit relaxed since the alert level
requirements came off.” When face masks on public transport were mandatory during level 2, almost 99 per cent of passengers were
wearing them and most were scanning the QR codes, he said. Ever since then, it has plummeted. “It’ll only take one case of community
transmission, and we’ll be in a really difficult situation. It’s in everyone’s interests to do the right thing,” he said. On Lambton Quay,
Metlink driver Colin Smith’s bus is crammed with commuters. Long lines are flowing through, scanning their Snapper cards, but almost
none stop for the QR codes stuck to the seats. Smith estimates about 2 or 3 out of every 20 passengers scans in, and masks are “a rarity”,
he said. (Abridged).
Source: Stuff: 16 January 2021. https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/health/coronavirus/123965209/covid19-why-arent-people-scanning-inon-public-transport
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Earthquake strengthening planned for Wellington Cable Car tunnel in
preparation for the big one
Strengthening work is planned for the Wellington Cable Car’s Everton Terrace tunnel, which would suffer substantial damage in a medium
to strong earthquake, a new assessment has found. The tunnel is set to be strengthened, ideally with minimal impact to the public, within
the next decade. Wellington City Council-owned company Wellington Cable Car Limited commissioned WSP New Zealand to undertake a
review of the seismic performance of the cable car route in November. The assessment predicted severe damage to the walls and partial
collapse of the tunnel possible in moderate (recurrence period of 200 to 500 years) to severe (500 years or longer) earthquakes. The
proposed work, currently in the resource consent application stage, would consist of strengthening three elements of the tunnel; the
tunnel portal itself, the wall outside, and the hill slope over top, all of which sit within the Kelburn Cable Car historic area. Cable Car
Company chief executive Cesar Piotto said there was no set date for the work to take place, but the resource application asked for a 10year window, with the option of an extension. The Everton tunnel was constructed between 1898 and 1901, and is approximately 103m
long, 5m high, with a maximum width of 6.1m. Cable Car services run every 10 minutes between 7.30am and 8pm, seven days a week, and
according to the report held “exceptional heritage value”, beloved by Wellingtonians. The proposed works were designed to preserve the
existing design, form, scale, style, and character of the tunnel structure while strengthening it for future use. Piotto said it was part of a
bigger, ongoing asset management plan. The route was closed every year for a regular maintenance period of one to three weeks, usually
directly after the July school holidays. Steel anchors would be put into the face of the concrete walls, and rock anchors into the hillside
above the tunnel to further secure it, which could be carried out from scaffolding while the car was operating, enough space at the sides
of the track. Everton Rd would be temporarily closed to cars during off-peak hours as materials were lifted to the site by crane at the
beginning and end of the works. “For me, it’s such an iconic piece,” Piotto said. “It links multiple generations together.” (Abridged).
Source: Stuff. 28 January 2021. https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominionpost/wellington/124066275/earthquake-strengthening-planned-for-wellington-cable-car-tunnel-inpreparation-for-the-big-one

Left: Car 1 emerges from the Everton Street
tunnel and nears Talavera on the climb to
Kelburn on 15 April 2019.
Right: Talavera station in 2013. (mid-way
point on the line). Everton Street passes
under the Cable Car at this point.
Photos: Alan Wickens.
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Regional Council says it won’t buy any more buses powered by fossil fuel
News from the Regional Council
The Regional Council strongly supports the Government’s increased focus and faster pace on climate change, and welcomes its pledge of
$50 million towards decarbonisation of public transport. “It feels like we’re really beginning to up the ante on our climate response, with
key decisions that show a clear direction on achieving significant reductions in
emissions from the national transport fleet and more to come,” says transport
committee chair Cr Roger Blakeley. For Wellington, emissions are a key issue
because while total emissions over the past two decades fell by around 5 per cent,
our transport emissions grew by 14 per cent. “Greater Wellington has actively
pursued a policy of transitioning from petrol and diesel buses to electric power. We
are committed to adding a further 98 electric buses which will boost our e-buses to
21 per cent of the Metlink fleet. “But with support we can move faster, and we hope
to quickly engage with the Government on how its new fund can speed the pace of
transition. “We’re past the point of buying buses powered by fossil fuel, and we are
mightily pleased to see that the Government shares our view.” The Government’s
timeline for bus decarbonisation follows the Regional Council’s work under its
comprehensive climate change strategy, which was developed last year following its
declaration of a climate emergency. The strategy set a target with the objective of
taking the council’s operation to carbon positivity by 2035, based on two ten-point
action plans that supplement its earlier 2015 Climate Change Strategy.
Source: Wellington Scoop. 28 January 2021. http://wellington.scoop.co.nz/?p=133976
Above right: Wellington currently has just ten electric buses in its operational Metlink fleet. These are CRRC C12RDDs, owned by Tranzit
and operated by Tranzurban. 3702 was photographed in Lambton Quay on 21 January 2021 on its way to Johnsonville West. The electric
fleet mainly works the high frequency Route 1 as seen here. Once the promised extra 98 buses arrive it is said that this will boost the
electric buses to 21% of the Metlink fleet. Photo: Alan Wickens.
Note: The headline is not strictly correct; the bus companies awarded the contracts purchase their buses though the Regional Council can now stipulate the
propulsion they require them to be and electric is now the name of the game.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ANSALDO DISPOSALS
On page 20 of this issue a selection of David Jones’ Ansaldo trolleybus photographs are presented in a feature. It was the
electrical equipment manufactured by Ansaldo that gave them their name with the chassis being built by Volvo and of the
B10M variety. Henry Brittain discovered this chart in his collection – its actual date of compilation or its compiler not
known. However, the chart does give some insight into the disposal of the trolleybuses and their subsequent owners in
years to come. None are still operational in any of Wellington’s bus fleets. It is accepted that the list is out date and is
included for interest only.
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WORLD NEWS
Hess trolleybuses begin service in Fribourg for TPG
At the beginning of December 2020, the Transports Publics
Fribourgeois (TPF) put a batch of 10 battery-powered trolleybuses Hess
lighTram 19 DC into service. These vehicles are bound to replace the
old dual-mode buses on line 1 in Fribourg. One of the ten batterypowered articulated trolleybuses ordered in 2019 was presented at the
TPF’s maintenance and operations centre in Givisiez (FR). The vehicle
has a 66 kWh battery mounted on the roof, which will give it the
autonomy to run on line 1 in Fribourg, capital of the Swiss canton of
Fribourg in the West of Switzerland. What is very interesting is that the
trolleybus will be in contact with a power supply line only on 28% of
the route. The balance of the 7.5 kilometres will be done using the
battery, which will change a lot inside and out, since the vehicle will
have the silence of electricity. Battery-powered trolleybuses are
recharged via existing overhead lines and have a battery with sufficient
capacity to cover short areas without overhead lines. This means that
they can also serve non-electrified sections of line. The introduction of these new vehicles without combustion engines can reduce noise
and pollution in neighbourhoods, Hess points out. They thus offer a considerable gain in comfort both for the inhabitants of the areas in
question and for passengers. The vehicles run on electricity from green sources instead of diesel. Thanks to the battery and electric
propulsion, Freiburg can avoid the emission of 800 tonnes of CO2 per year, Hess underlines.
Source: Sustainable Bus. 28 December 2020. https://www.sustainable-bus.com/trolley-and-tramway/10-hess-trolleybuses-began-servicein-fribourg-for-tpf/
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Solaris trolleybuses, deliveries in Parma (Italy) and new order from Romania
The first three of the ten new trolleybuses purchased by TEP Parma (Italy) started operation in late 2020. A batch of 18 Solaris 12-metre
trolleybuses were ordered in 2019 from the operators SETA Modena and TEP Parma, both providing carrier services in the Emilia-Romagna
region in the north of the country. The vehicles will feature among others a central traction motor and traction batteries with a capacity
of 45 kWh and a cooling system, all of which will allow the vehicles to cover a much longer distance without the need to be attached
to overhead wires. There is room for nearly 80 passengers in the air-conditioned passenger compartment, and 24 of them will be seated.
The seats, as well as internal walls, window pillars and the cover of the battery chamber will be given an anti-graffiti coating. The vehicle
will also encompass a passenger information system with external and internal direction displays and voice announcement loudspeakers
and energy-saving lighting in LED technology. The vehicles are running on Line 1 and are supported by a battery with enough capacity in
order to allow the vehicle to cover sections of the route without overhead lines. Registration and homologation procedures are underway
for the remaining seven Solaris Trollino that are expected to join the first group on the road by mid-2021. What is more, a new trolleybus
order has been secured by Solaris in Romania: the municipality of Brasov (Transylvania) has ordered 25 Trollino 18. Based on the contract,
the producer will supply articulated, low-floor and zero-emission trolleybuses to the customer within 12 months. The value of the contract
(backed from EU) amounts to about EUR 19 million.
Source: Sustainable Bus. 18 January 2021. https://www.sustainable-bus.com/news/solaris-trolleybuses-parma-romania-brasov/
Watch on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XTvf-I2WFP4

Sustainable Bus also has a round-up of recent world trolleybus news and current projects underway:
Trolleybus projects and investments are on a rise in several European countries. Switzerland, France, Austria, Italy, Poland, Czech Republic
are among the countries where trolleybus networks are more diffuse. Significant renewal plans are underway. Also Berlin is considering
new investments on this technology. On the other side of the Atlantic Ocean, Mexico City is giving ‘fresh air’ to its trolleybus fleet as
well. Electric bus growing deployment is not the only protagonist of the energy transition in city public transport. Once fitted with a diesel
motor-generator and unable to break the constraints of connection to overhead powerlines, today, thanks to battery systems (In Motion
Technology), trolleybuses are reinventing themselves as vehicles that can combine zero emissions with flexibility. Hess, Iveco Bus, Skoda
Electric, Solaris Bus & Coach and Van Hool are the main industry players. In this article, we at Sustainable Bus (with extensive contributions
from Stefano Alfano) tried to sum-up news, case studies and developments from the dynamic trolleybus sector.
Go to: https://www.sustainable-bus.com/trolley-and-tramway/trolleybus-market-a-growing-demand-thanks-to-zero-emission-operations/
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------The February 2021 issue of Buses magazine records that what is thought to be the last Skoda
9Tr trolleybuses in the world have recently been retired from the Ukraine city of Rivne. Built
in 1974 they were among 7,372 of the type built and were among the most common
trolleybus operating in Eastern Europe.
Right: Skoda 9Tr 214 at work in Tschernowitz (Ukraine) on 9 September 2017.
Photo: Gunter Mackinger.

TAKE FIVE – A VOLVO QUINTET
Bryan Blanchard shares a few memories of one of his trips to Wellington in the period of transition
from Big Red to Stagecoach livery.

Above: 259 pauses in Rongotai Road, Kilbirnie before continuing towards the city with an 11 from Seatoun. Looking in the other direction,
207, in Big Red livery, heads for the seaside community and is about to join the Route 2 overhead curving out of Bay Road.
Below: 235 and 261 stand in line of trolleybuses at Kilbirnie depot yard. The two liveries can be clearly compared. Arguably, though vastly
different, both suited the Volvos.

Below: Another pairing of liveries, this time 252 and 227 being the examples.
Below right: 239 travelling through Manners Street, on an inbound service from Seatoun. McDonald’s is probably the only outlet still at the
same site in 2021.
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HERE AND THERE

Left: The exterior of Tranzurban’s BCI
Citirider 3505 gets a freshen-up at
Grenada depot on 6 January 2021.
Advertisements boost the Regional
Council’s coffers and are now a regular
sight on the back of buses. The large
side ad on 3514 (pictured on page 15,
January 2021 issue) has been removed
with the bus returning to its “zesty
lime” livery – see below.

Right: Mana-Newlands, now owned by French multinational transport operator Transdev* operates a small
number of urban bus services in Wellington, mainly
between Johnsonville and Wellington and Johnsonville
and Porirua. Prior to the new bus contracts starting in
July 2018, Mana Coach Services and Newlands Coach
Services operated all urban bus routes in the northern
Wellington suburbs and as far north as the Kapiti
Coast. The new owner has “refreshed” the branding on
some of its fleet. As an example, here is MAN 40, into
service in 1997 and pictured in its Mana colours at the
company’s Porirua depot on 9 January 2008. In its
more recent makeover it was photographed at
Wellington Railway Station on 7 January 2021.
*Rail network operator Transdev bought bus companies Mana
Coach Services and Howick & Eastern Buses in August 2019.
Transdev took over the running of Wellington's rail network
from 2016, signing on until 2031.

Left: Former Airport Flyer Scania 2509 has had a
makeover and is now in all-over yellow – well almost.
Perhaps NZ Bus had some of the former Go
Wellington paint left over! The air conditioning unit,
one wing mirror, rear and headlight surrounds still
retain the orange it once wore. The bus was
photographed inside Kilbirnie depot on 9 January.
See page 19. Photo: Anaru Mitchell.
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Above: Lower Hutt depot at Taita is one of two such premises that Tranzurban operates in the Hutt Valley. The depot, in Eastern Hutt Road, has a
selection of Scania, BCI and Optare buses, as well as a few Tranzit charter coaches. This view was taken on 15 January 2021 in the middle of the day.
Double-deckers are not part of Lower Hutt’s fleet of buses and the reason for 3506’s presence was not known. The railway between Wellington and
Upper Hutt (and beyond) runs along the back of the yard.

Left: The Wellington City Council sponsored Shop On Shop Off service operated for three
weekends in December 2020. The final run took place on 20 December. However, a month
later signage advertising the service was still in place at the north end of Willis Street. Two
slices with a sharp blade would have remedied the situation but it was not for me to interfere
with. Council were notified and later advised that the signs have at last been removed. Will we
see a return of the promotion later this year?

Right: Another of the SOSO signs was also still in situ in Lambton Quay. Former Christchurch
Red Bus 971 2009 M.A.N. 2610 calls at Lambton Central on 21 January 2021. It still wears a
Please Give Way sticker on its rear. These are a common sight in Christchurch but not a
practice followed by Wellington bus operators.
---------------------------------------------------------------

ODD SPOT
Mike Mellor thought this might be of interest to our bus ‘detectives’ to
see what ‘evidence’ they could submit. He was told this concrete base
and steps were once the site of a bus stop shelter. It can be found in
Karori Cemetery, just along from the Tangiwai* Memorial. As Mike said in
his message accompanying the photograph this may not look like the
most exciting piece of concrete that you've ever seen. Granted, but what
was a bus stop doing in a cemetery. It’s certainly not a place where you
expect to find one, though I recall that the No.11 went to Cemetery Gates
in the classic British On the Buses television series. If anyone has any
information that can confirm the existence of a bus shelter at this quiet
location I am sure readers would be interested.
*Tangiwai was the location of New Zealand’s worst rail disaster. At
10.21p.m. on Christmas Eve 1953 the Wellington–Auckland night express
plunged into the flooded Whangaehu River at Tangiwai, 10km west of
Waiōuru in the central North Island. Of the 285 passengers and crew on
board, 151 died. What caused the tragedy was the sudden release of
approximately 2 million cubic metres of water from the crater lake of
nearby Mt Ruapehu. A 6-metre-high wave containing water, ice, mud and
rocks surged, tsunami-like, down the Whangaehu River. Sometime
between 10.10 and 10.15p.m, the lahar struck the concrete pylons of the Tangiwai railway bridge. Travelling at approximately 65km per hour,
locomotive Ka 949 and its train of nine carriages and two vans reached the severely weakened bridge at 10.21p.m. As the bridge buckled beneath
its weight, the engine plunged into the river, taking all five second-class carriages with it. The force of the torrent destroyed four of these
carriages – those inside had little chance of survival. The leading first-class carriage teetered on the edge of the ruined bridge for a few minutes
before breaking free from the remaining three carriages and toppling into the river. It rolled downstream before coming to rest on a bank as the
water level fell. Remarkably, 21 of the 22 passengers in this carriage survived. Evidence suggested that the locomotive driver had applied the
emergency brakes some 200m from the bridge, an action which prevented the last three carriages from ending up in the river and saved many lives.
Source: https://nzhistory.govt.nz/culture/tangiwai-railway-disaster/wrong-place
Footnote: Lychgate Funerals once operated a monthly (Tuesday) service that called at Karori Cemetery but due to lack of custom no longer runs. For those
wishing to visit the cemetery by bus Route 3 passes the cemetery gates every few minutes.
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MORE ON THE AIRPORT FLYER SERVICE
David Donald has been doing a bit of “digging” and presents this potted history of the Flyer service.
It commenced in 1997 as Stagecoach Flyer.
The first buses used were ex Hong Kong Stagecoach Volvo B10m; 22, 23, 24, 25 and 26 (British Alexander bodies).
M.A.N.s 1421 and 1422 were built by Designline in 2003 to supplement the Volvos.
M.A.N.s 2489 to 2496 were then added and built by Designline in 2005. Some were designated Airport Flyers, others were
eventually painted in Valley Flyer purple livery.
M.A.N. “bubble bus” 1012 was built in 2009 by Designline as an Airport Flyer whilst 1011 and 1013 went to Runcimans.
Finally, Scanias 2501 to 2511 were built as the new fleet of Airport Flyers in 2009 and included leather seats and
computer/wi-fi connections.
Former trolleybus 361 was altered to battery power in 2018 as a prototype for future conversions (which never
eventuated). In the latter part of 2019 it was regularly used for Airport Flyer services. It is currently stored at
Kaiwharawhara depot.
As the Stagecoach Flyer the service originally plied between Lower Hutt (Queensgate) and the Airport, NZ Bus renamed the
service as the Airport Flyer extending the route as far as Upper Hutt, later cutting it back to Lower Hutt. Finally it was
shortened to run just between Wellington Railway Station and the Airport. The last service ran on 27 November 2020.
The Volvo B10Ms went back to various Stagecoach brands e.g. Shore and Go Wellington.
1421 and 1422 went to Auckland and received Auckland Transport livery. 1421 is currently at Onehunga depot. 1422
returned to Wellington as a temporary fill- in. Almost 3 years later it is still at work in the Capital.
“Bubble buses” 1011, 1012 and 1013 have been transferred to NZ Bus in Tauranga and are used as Bayhop school buses.
Two of the M.A.N. 2400s, 2492 and 2493, went north from Wellington and are at the Onehunga/Roskill Depot.
The latest series of Scania Airport Flyers are now in various temporary liveries; silver and blue wraps and 2509 now
appearing in all-over yellow. The buses are being used on Metlink services, even though they do not have rear doors.
As a footnote, Tranzit has been awarded the contract to run the service by Wellington Airport and this is expected to start
in the first quarter of 2021. Whether the name Airport Flyer is retained remains to be seen.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Left:
As
mentioned
above, the former Airport
Flyer fleet are appearing
in livery variants; the
most recent being 2509.
On 20 January 2021 the
Scania was photographed
at work on a Route 83 to
Eastbourne
and
is
crossing Taranaki Street
from Courtenay Place
near the beginning of its
run.
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THE DAVID JONES COLLECTION – PART 5
This month we examine a selection of photographs of the twenty Ansaldo trolleybuses,
120-139, new in 1983 and all withdrawn by 1991.

Left: Class leader 120 poses in the Railway
Station lay-over area in this 1989 view. Other
than a good clean little change has occurred
over the years to the station building behind
the bus; however the foreground has
undergone
a
complete
makeover.
Trolleybuses once turned into the terminus
from Featherston Street. This arrangement
changed in 2003 when the current
Interchange was opened with buses
approaching along Lambton Quay then
turning and returning along the same route.
120 is about to travel to Newtown Park on
what was then Route 11. This was the second
to last expansion of the network and opened
in February 1985. The route number later
changed to 10 with 11 servicing Seatoun.

Right: 121 in a similar position to the bus seen above but this time
photographed in 1987. The trolleybus is ready for departure on
Route 2 to Miramar.

Left: At Kilbirnie we find 122 about to be moved off
depot to start a Route 12 duty.

Right: A well filled 124 turns left out of Webb Street into
Brooklyn Road en route to Kingston. The Kingston
extension in 1987 was the last expansion of the
Wellington network. In the background, an unidentified
B.U.T. is about to turn right into Willis Street on its way
to Aro Street. At the time both destinations were
operated as Route 7.
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Left: The Berhampore
turning circle could be
found about a couple of
kilometres north of Island
Bay on Route 1 at the
intersection with Dover
Street. 127 has worked
short to this location and is
about to return to
Courtenay Place. In the
background is Leyland
Leopard 427. The turning
circle was removed some
years before trolleybus
operation ended. The view
is looking north towards
the city.

Above: 128 slows at the end of Rotherham Terrace, Miramar before turning left into Park Road to continue its journey to the Railway
Station. The photograph was taken in 1988.
Below: Another 1988 photograph, this time taken in Queens Drive, Lyall Bay with 130 on a Route 3 shift to the Railway Station. Note
the wires in the background joining from Lyall Bay at the trailing switch; the terminus being in the far distance. It is believed
trolleybuses only continued to Hungerford Road, Lyall Bay on a reduced basis. In the days of trams they only reached the location
shown in this photograph.
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Above: Ansaldo 131 and Volvo 253 pose near the exit from Karori depot into Ranelagh Street in this 1988 study.

Right: 134 in Waitoa Road waiting for the traffic light
to change before entering the eastern portal of
Hataitai tunnel with a city-bound Route 2 from
Miramar. Note all the signage around the former
tram tunnel mouth.

Below: Another Ansaldo on Route 11 and this time 136. The trolleybus has just turned right from Lambton Quay and is travelling along
Stout Street on the last few metres to the nearby Railway Station terminus. It is passing the NZR Road services bus terminal.
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Right: A study of 137 at rest inside
Kilbirnie depot yard in 1989.

Below: Yet another Ansaldo on Route 11
but this time in Broadway. 138 is at the
first stop after leaving the Seatoun
tunnel.

Left: This final view, selected
from David Jones’ Ansaldo
collection, is of 139 in 1988
turning left from Waitoa Road
into Hataitai Road on a Route 5
shift. This was once one of THE
intersections for the location of
special work. Nothing remains
to suggest trolleybuses ever
worked through here other than
the traction pole identifiers, one
of which can be seen on the
pole on the left. This photo
shows a peculiarity of trolleybus
number blinds, which generally
displayed a leading 0 in front of
single-digit numbers. Anyone
know why?

Next month – the Volvos
Part 1
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ANSALDOS UNDER CONSTRUCTION
Ian Robertson adds something more to the Ansaldo story with photos he took on an Omnibus Society visit to the
NZ Motor Bodies plant in Palmerston North on 13 December 1982.
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THE EXTENSION TO KINGSTON
Opened in 1987, the short stretch of overhead on Route 7 from Mornington to Kingston was the
last extension of Wellington’s trolleybus network. Ironically it was also in the same year that
Routes 14 and 15 between Wadestown and Hataitai closed to trolleybuses. Originally, Route 7
terminated in The Ridgway at Mornington at the intersection with Farnham Street where a turning
circle was provided at this location. The approximately one kilometre extension continued along
The Ridgway and Quebec Street until reaching the intersection with Halifax Street where a turning
circle was provided at the Kingston terminus.
Below: This view illustrates the former Mornington terminus. Heading back towards the city, 339 is pulling into the stop on the very last
day of trolleybus operation, 31 October 2017. Kingston lies about a kilometre away beyond the slight rise in the distance. On the left of the
photograph is Farnham Street. Until 1987 trolleybus services terminated at this location.

Left: 383 travels south along The Ridgway towards
Kingston and passes Baffin Grove on 3 September 2013.
The trolleybus appears empty apart from its driver.
There are some spectacular views of the southern
suburbs of Wellington along this section of the route.

Above: Having now left The Ridgway and joined Quebec
Street 382 drifts down the hill towards the terminus on
30 March 2017.

Above left: Arrival at Kingston terminus for 335 on 19
April 2013. The photograph gives a clear view of the
turning circle with Quebec Street continuing on the left.
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Left: On 29 January 2014, 345 is awaiting departure for
the Railway Station, although the driver has yet to
change the destination.

Right: 348 climbs out of Kingston along Quebec
Street bound for the Railway Station on 8
September 2014.

Left: On 3 September 2013 the climb is seen again
although a little further on with 383 having reached
The Ridgway. The views to the right of the trolleybus
and mentioned earlier can now be appreciated.

Right: We have arrived back at Mornington with 332 running down The Ridgway
and approaching the former terminus. On 18 December 2013, the Designline is
about to reach the small pull-in area at the bus stop, as pictured in the first
photograph.
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SUMMER IN THE CITY
The Southern Rata trees that grow in the grounds of the Old Government Buildings in Lambton Quay are renowned for
their blaze of colour each January. On 25 January 2013, Designline 353 glides past them near the end of its Route 11 run
from Seatoun. Four years later, the scene is very similar except that the overhead wires and trolleybuses have gone and in
place of 340 we find “stand in” Scania 2222 in Auckland colours about to arrive at the Railway Station terminus with a
Route 3 from Lyall Bay. If these buses remain part of the Wellington fleet they are expected to be “Metlinked”.
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CHALLENGING TIMES IN SAN FRANCISCO
Roger Davies
On 29 January 2020, the Mayor of San Francisco, London Breed, rode open top “boat” car 228 from Blackpool, England at the head of a
parade to celebrate the final elimination of cars form the city’s main thoroughfare, Market Street, The scheme was designed to improve
the street environment and speed up public transport, a large user of Market. Six weeks later, the city was in Covid lockdown. San
Francisco depends on its business and financial industries with its population doubling during the working day. It is also one of the world’s
most popular tourist destinations including a rapidly growing cruise ship sector. These supported thriving hospitality and shopping trade
but all disappeared overnight. The effect on public transport was devastating; the numbers riding the many commuter bus lines and the
Bay Area Rapid Transit dwindled to single digit percentages of previous trade. San Francisco Municipal Railway (Muni) immediately
withdrew all rail-based transit, cable cars, vintage streetcars and light rail. A small network of core services was established, this number
gradually rising although Muni warned some lost services may never return. The light rail network was revised for the first time in its
history and limited services started in September but ceased after three days due to faulty equipment in the Muni Metro tunnel under
Market Street. A start was made on reintroducing light rail in December 2020 on the J Church line but not using the tunnel so not reaching
Downtown. Cable and streetcar services remain suspended. The city has a huge trolleycoach network comprising 15 main routes and using
a fleet of 278 almost brand new vehicles making it one of the most modern in the world. Some routes are part of the core network which
currently has frequencies varying from 5 to every 20 minutes. Some trolleycoach routes are suspended; the 2 Clement, 3 Jackson, 6
Parnassus, 21 Hayes, 31 Balboa, 33 Stanyan/18th and 41 Union (peaks only) The idea is that core routes are near enough to provide
alternatives. Some of these, the 6, 21 and 31 are high frequency and the 6 and 31 in particular long lines so it is unlikely that the whole
fleet is needed. One interesting development is that Muni’s busiest trolleycoach route, the 30 Stockton, has been extended from its
Marina district terminus to Chrissie Field using battery power. All the fleet of New Flyer buses can do 30 miles off-wire. A few vintage
streetcars, all the seven double enders and the ex-Brussels car in Vienna livery, have been fitted with driver screens so could start a limited
service on the F line. No solution has yet been found for the cable cars. Both types can be seen, cable cars are taken out to terminals three
days a week and the cables run with empty cars to stop rusting. Vintage streetcars are taken out to keep them in working order or in the
case of three, 1007/10/15, to “burn in” after extensive overhaul at Brookville Engineering. These sightings are popular with the small band
of hardy visitors making it to the city. The vintage streetcars
were due to celebrate 25 years of operation in 2020 In that time
they, like the cable cars, have become synonymous with the city
and must be a vital part of spearheading the rebuilding of the
visitor economy. Muni faces difficult days; it has made all the
economies it can and, unfortunately, cannot get out of contracts
for the Downtown subway extension, the suspension of which
would generate funds. It is facing the prospect of 1200 job losses
with the reduction in service that would bring. Currently Federal
funding continues but for how long? Given that the city is at the
forefront of the tech industry, how much trade will return?
Left: With the Pacific Ocean in the background, 40-foot New
Flyer 5740 leaves the terminus at 14th/Quintara with another
bus on the turning circle in the background. 5740 is on the
suspended, yet lengthy, Route 6 Parnassus.

Right: 60-foot articulated New Flyer 7201 at North Point on the core
Route 30. This is a short working of the route worked by artics. The
extension beyond to Marina and now Chrissie Field is worked by 40footers and is the only joint operated line.

Left: New Flyer 5782 at Ocean Beach, the terminus of
the suspended Route 31 Balboa, a point it shares with
the core Route 5 Fulton trolleycoach covered by
artics. Both lines run right across the city from San
Francisco Bay to the Pacific.

Roger Davies took the photographs in 2019.
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Right: Powell and Hyde cable car at Aquatic
Park. It was built in 1893 by Carter.

Below: 1934-built Blackpool boat 228 at
Fisherman’s Wharf. It is the car used to
inaugurate the new arrangements on
Market Street in January 2020. In 2019 this
ran a service on Tuesdays and Wednesdays
along the Embarcadero from the Ferry
Building to Pier 39; the extension was to
allow the crew to use the toilet!

Above right: Double-ended PCC 1008 in Muni heritage livery at Ferry Building. This is a Muni original built in 1948, one of ten with no
fewer than seven remaining in use. They are known as “Torpedos” and are a huge 52 feet long.
Below left: Single-ended PCC 1061 in Pacific Electric livery from southern California at Steuart Street. This car was built in 1948 for
Philadelphia and was overhauled in 2018 by Brookville Engineering after over 20 years’ service on the F line.

Below: Ex Brussels PCC 7037 in Zurich livery as 737 in
Steuart Street. San Francisco is twinned with Zurich and
the Mayor there wanted one of his trams on the U.S.
system. As the gauges are different this 1952 Europeanbuilt PCC took the role.
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TUNNEL VISION
Wellington trolleybuses were unique in New Zealand in that they once passed through five tunnels on the
course of their travels; at Mt Victoria, Northland, Karori, Hataitai and Seatoun. However, when the network
closed in 2017 only the last three mentioned tunnels were still used.

Left: The Mt Victoria tunnel is 623m long and opened on 12 October
1931. Unlike the other tunnels, tram rails were not laid through it.
However, trolleybus wires were later installed and these were
regularly used by Route 2 until about 1963. The wires were removed
around 1989. In this 1958 view B.U.T. 54 is emerging from the
eastern end of Mt Victoria tunnel with a Route 2 to Miramar
Junction at Broadway. The notice at the left of the tunnel mouth
reads: Dangerous Driving. Overtaking of Motor Vehicles in Tunnel
Strictly Prohibited. Cyclists ride in single file. Keep to left of white line.
The sign on the right reads: During power cuts pedestrians are
warned against using tunnel. Cycles must not be ridden on footpath.
The tunnel currently carries approximately 40,000 vehicles a day and
is at capacity with resulting delays and congestion. A second tunnel
to the north of this one is proposed but with no start date.
Photo: National Library – Evening Post photographer.

Above and left: Northland tunnel, approximately 90m long, was
constructed from 1923 onwards with the first tram service not
operating until 4 June 1929. The tunnel connected that suburb to
Karori. A Double Saloon tram leaves the Northland portal in 1929.
Trolleybus operation began in February 1956 and closed sixteen
years later in 1972. The contemporary photograph was taken on 10
March 2015. The portals were earthquake strengthened in 2017.
Photo above: National Library.

Right: A short distance from Northland tunnel is the 74m long Karori tunnel which
links the suburb to Kelburn and the city. Started in 1897 it was opened in 1900 and
remains Wellington’s oldest road tunnel. Trams started working through the tunnel
towards Karori in 1907. In this view, Double Saloon 230 leaves the city side portal
in 1935. The last tram ran to Karori on 1 October 1954 with trolleybuses
commencing service three days later on 4 October. Photo: WCC Archives.
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Left: Trolleybuses continued using Karori tunnel until around
midnight on 31 October/1 November 2017 when the very last
service ran from Karori Park as far as Kilbirnie depot. The tunnel
portals and nearby banks were earthquake strengthened in 2012.
On 12 February 2004, Volvo 242 emerges into the sunlight on the
city side of the original tunnel on its way to Lyall Bay.

Right: Designline 378 leaves the strengthened Karori portal
on 19 January 2016 with a Route 3 to Karori Park.

Left: We now move to another of the three tunnels
regularly used by trolleybuses until “the end”, Hataitai.
The 388m single lane tram tunnel opened in 1907. In its
day the tunnel was the single biggest contributor to the
development of Wellington's eastern suburbs i.e. Hataitai,
Kilbirnie, Lyall Bay, Evans Bay, Miramar and Seatoun. In
this historic view, Double Saloon 151 is about to enter the
western portal in Pirie Street. 151 was built in 1923 and
along with a number of other Wellington trams was saved
for preservation. It runs regularly at Wellington Tramway
Museum. Photo: Graeme Bennett.

Right: The same location as above but the era of
trams through the tunnel is over to be replaced by
trolleybuses. The tunnel closed to Miramar trams in
1957 but Hataitai trams continued to use it until 3
November 1962. This was in the days when the cone
hadn’t been invented and men laboured away
without protective and reflective clothing. That
looks like the “gaffer” wearing the trilby.
Photo: Graeme Bennett.
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Left: A view through the brick-lined tunnel in 2003.

Right: An unidentified Designline slips through the inky darkness as it makes its
way through the 388m tunnel under Mt Victoria with an inbound service from
Miramar on 3 June 2014.

Left: The 144m long Seatoun tunnel was constructed
between 1906-7. Trams ran through the tunnel from
1907 until 1958 when trolleybuses replaced them.
The tunnel was earthquake strengthened in 2019,
this occurring after the closure of the trolleybus
network. On the city side, the tunnel is approached
through a deep cutting in Broadway. Volvo 209
leaves the western portal with a service for the
Railway Station on 11 January 2008.

Right: Seatoun’s tunnel was on a slight
downward incline from its city end. On 25
August 2017, a couple of months before the
system closed, 380 emerges into the daylight in
Ferry Street.
Below: The smartened and strengthened portal
on 24 July 2020.
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THEN AND NOW IN COURTENAY PLACE – A FOLLOW UP
The January 2020 issue featured photographs of electric traction at the eastern end of Courtenay Place.
Mention was made mention that I did not have any similar elevated comparative photographs. That has been
rectified though I now wish that I had thought to visit the Embassy Theatre during trolleybus days. On 20
January I was able to find the theatre open during the day and was able to go to the first floor and obtain the
following photograph. The photo taken in 1926 is reprinted again to show the differences that have taken
place in nearly 100 years.

Above: In this 20 January 2021 view, 2018 BCI double-decker 3518 of the Tranzurban fleet waits at the end of Courtenay Place before
turning right into Kent Terrace to continue its Route 1 journey to Island Bay. An inbound 2004 M.A.N. 23XX formerly of Red Bus in
Christchurch turns into Courtenay Place from Cambridge Terrace. This seventeen year-old bus will no doubt be one of the NZ Bus fleet that
will be replaced when new vehicles arrive.
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TAILPIECE

The poles and ropes on 363 enjoy a good stretch on 7 November 2014 as the driver moves it across into the correct ‘road’ at the
Railway Station lay-over area. The trolleybus had just arrived to start its shift after travelling into the city from Kilbirnie depot.
Seven years on not a lot has changed in this scene; the wires may have gone but examples of the buses on the right remain some
still even operating in the former Go Wellington yellow and black colours.

